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et teg o > IS | SETIEIT (@ IS TR 3fen ¢, svee, (Gov-
ernment of India Act, 1935) I SRATS SN ASIR 504 5+ 1 Gf¥eR
2[4l ‘AP FIarg =N’ (Provincial Autonomy) &S 3 |

1 Gfte =l SeTe e ©F Bl Al TS WA T,
AW AT (fRei— “The whole constitution is now thoroughly
changed and we have got Provincial Autonomy and therefore, I think,
we can make amendment of the speech.’ 319 fSIZC® AT 7
(oI IIMCTCH CpEsT — I propose to make a statement in respect
of the attitude of our party in reference to the speech of His Excellency.
We were told that we got Provincial Autonomy from today.”
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04 | Y RN T FRANG, 27, e TR
Sob | O, TFS (R BOETRIN (AfSas A

9F. TFE RITET, GF B NYfe w1 13 Masie g
Fp IR KA srere sk ek |

iR Reiw To1T I3, @. (F. I/ e IR LB
SNt #Hfp S | SOHICE! Wifgsi— ‘Under sub-Section (3) of Sec-
tion 65 of the Government of India Act, 1935, I hereby appoint Mr.
F.W. Hookenhull, a member of the Assam Legislative Assembly, to per-
form the duties of office of the Speaker of the Assam Legislative As-
sembly.” (SISIIT SR B @3, S50¢ T e TR 4N () T ST,
R TR A, ST Ry o W e «w. SES e, e Rl
IR TG YRR IS 2/l SR @ [y i)

G2 (IR Prege [ I S See e I Wi
i o b AT RS SNoe #(fpats w7 | ST
wif@— ‘Under Section 67 of the Government of India Act, 1935,1
hereby appoint Mr. F.W. Huckenhull, a member of the Assam Legis-
lative Assembly, as the person before whom the members of the Assam
Legislative Assembly shall make and subscribe their oath.” (/%
O R GF, S»9e I LA TR (R ST T2 2AEE! ST Ry o
g, Wz 0. OHE @ITER O GTw IR Roieel e i, T
TP TS (2 ST KU TSR S FGE *ofw &izd) A 1)

23R forge i3 (QTete (qEel $F @3WE— ‘The members

as their names are called shall come to the Secretarie's table and take

59

{ the oath, sign the book, shake hands with Chair and then resume their

seats.” (I T AN (AN T &3 FC9A COETENT AMDIF (5
@B SRR OF *AS 77, RS JIHY IR, TG (FI0S I

| FRI =T OF Foige e wivwe 33 1)

GF G, (NS PIRCe 51T 5197 311 28RBS = A
A4 TR Rge @ N G (@M JY 9 QTEIR AL
*9® I IS I | FORTS, WNGE Sl Gl g AR N2
qifZw, (FTARGC Teom b voTs, (o o (i ez 97,
(afEs «ith), vedte @R TwF G1gSt (FTARGS #HeE «iibh)
[ ALTS (TR WL el 2w I (RBARS Y=o 2161 5197
TS *190 (TR A AR 22 A SRS SoATYS 4! 7o e
e e O @e—

TLAZ TeT— CE}
AN (ST BEAIRLBG AGI— v
ataifee AG— SR
TTEATS hot— 59
FARGAERTS AI— 8
RS AGT— 8
FARGANCTT— S
AN STt TR ehot— S©
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* Report of the Working of the Assam Legislative Assembly, 1937-35
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‘Sir I consider it a great privilege and a very happy coincidance
also that my first speech in this House should synchrunise with your
elevation to the high dignity of the Chair. It is not indeed for me to
dilate on the great honour and heavy responsibility of the great office
that you are assuming today. No post, no office could be of greater
honour then the one that could be given to you by the elected
representatives of the people. Therefore Sir, I consider that it is an
elevation and I particularly feel honourded that the Congress Party
has been able to furnish this House with the occupant of this Chair. Sir,
your responsibilities are undoubtedly great. With a little perusal of the
Government of India Act, we have felt that the position I mean to say
the position of the House is not ag good as it should be. We think that
alot of improvement is necessary in order that the House as whole
rf?ay acquire th0fse rights which are available in other legislatures in

ee countries. [ feel, Sir that the g i
does often extend even to the preci}rli(tl;)c‘;‘ zithZjE::C;ZT:;GOY?mm
. anticipate

what will be done by youbutIdo feel, that in your hands the collectiv

ﬁ'eedor.n of ﬂ‘-le House as a whole wil] receive encouragement and witl(:
you'_r w;se. guidance and ruling you will create in this House precedents
which will create India's History. On behalf of the members of th ,
Congress Party, I accord You our heart v
elevation to this Chair.’

felt congratulations on your

o : wa:g%etwwmaﬁw%w
mw\mﬁ%ﬁtmaﬁmﬁaw@wawmwﬁm

W@WWWWWWWWWWl
TBCS @R TS5 ~wC5r T S ONifS Sio(f afzet T SHER @%

IR 1 52 2 e e i e et R <o

>4

I A TR MBS i (B! SR S TN 27
FRE | (2, SRR, Iegve, W2, [Aasat &t @ G301 @bt 8 Biea
Tme Sl W2 ReaeiE FEiK I @ M T S
ATl #1Fe BT AR FR2AT 7o I (202 | MRV, ST wifEg
R 515T | STee(TeG o 3fem @F 2= +ift wiifsl sea S st
@ SREIH! widfie W8 9 YfE™ (@ e SREIE! @ 490 ©iF 29
FHIRET (S 4109 7= | T OHIERE S =i [ seitaiE @R
e #e TR ONE, (2 (72 SEPRE ST AHCNS 7S FRIA A,
&R Tafe A TR s el Site I S el | e, w8
Seed FEl (T AFEEa] ASIARTE BICH! A2 T AFECES D,
IR (20 | SCAE At [ 54 29 (13061 W2 TSIt S
TG, e W2 ST T (@ AR Zo© e TR F oy
ANEFSIE (2Rl a7te TR =i T #12 Formi o Praies aiRacs
i+ I3 TS O §RI sifp OferR, R oes 3o 78 fa)
S NS BRI (A A FAZ T FA) A (2 W2 AT
SifeTwe St 1)

AT FCE SR S o W E ST M@ (P ee—

‘The Hon'ble the Speaker : Gentlemen, it is certainly a great
honour in my life that the confidence of the hon'ble House in me has
placed me in the possession of such a high office. I am fully aware of
the heavey responsibilities that are attached to this office, and I am
conscious of my own short-comings and defects, but it will be my
endeavour always to try to maintain the dignity of the office and to
discharge my duities to the satisfaction of this hon'ble House. I am
deeply touched by the words that have been spoken about me by so
many hon, members, and I feel that although I do not deserve all these

I perceive in them a clear indication of the co-operation that I shall get



ot

from the hon, members of the House. It will always be my endeavour
to be worthy of the trust that has been reposed in me, and with the co-

°%

SR 7 W2 NI S 2t IR i S aget i 5 S 8
(@ GNE ICF I FWES (PRI AAPHS FARE Gl SaTo

operation and good-will, which I hope I shall get in an abandant mea- &sii3 (ieT! TEfeR (I dFere Sfees HRz (REER)

sure from the hon, members, I hope to carry on, and the way in which
I shall conduct myself in this House will be always guided by a desire
to see that when I shall lay down this office the words which have
been spoken about me will stand Justified. With these few words and
thanking the hon, members for the honour done to me, I resume my
seat. And while resuming my seat I again say that I am really over
powered by a feeling produced on me by the laudatory words that
have been so kindly spoken about me (Cheers.)

“ST{eTeT 31 FH] T, (N1 G o500 ABTH! <1 Bleq S

(@ (3119 @79 L] AR F7d SZIZ, I A 4 T v Sfdfe
T30 | 3 2O G ARG FHoATE 518 =IOl SRS, Siw (5
= & RE oh-Rpts i oF afse w2 7o | [FE 92 +mER T
ST Sip5 AR I S NG A0S GBS N TG Ao TR
AN 312 AP FACS ACERH HAIZ AN | ST 0T HIC (W7 R
Gl AT 3 T oGS (2 #IRrel, S 2 O @ 73 1fe

G IR RN (@190 712, ifPie GBERT 2/l W G5 =g

oS ARR (@ T I AT S TR 2 T i TRl

SIS = | 3 7R (BB SR TS IR @ o(=re Zloi 51 Reaiora o

TE IR o Pl Ife 0z e i SR S @ @ R

ST 131 F FpeTd FCATo! i Al 92 ARSI oS SR, Gzt

wRyiEe e g ol SR, O @2 e 3R e [ g
SR, B0 TR, GG BT el 575 TR SBFRANE deoiiqo 29 @
i3 @fent 3 s «fEs, cofoal orie [E (@RIER 0o uy avide

=z ) @3 R @ e (i W AeE A N A A

G OB SIFe fere, e SIS FE 7t et e [Rera
<Gl S 2FIF TP R T @—

‘Sir, before the commencement of the proceedings of the day I
handed over a motion to the Secreatary, and lest it be ruled out of
order. I again press the motion before the House — I mean my motion

of no-confidence.’

2R S TeTe a1 WL (F2ei— Today we have met for
merely constituting the House, and the first item on the agenda was to
elect the Speacer. The next item is to elect a Deputy Speaker, and in
my opinion until a Deputy Speaker has been elected the house is not
properly Constituted. So, rule that this motion is out of order, and I
shall cousider this matter tomorrow after the business of the House
has begun.’

SIHY A2 TS THRCS M) AT PR (P(eT— R
3 TS T FoAC Sieel W #9915 2 (Sir, will he have to

give a fresh notice about that?)

THE (PIRET— B, U g S| WS wifa (yes, a fresh
notice will have to be given) | @237 w&® Report of the Working of the
Assam Legislative Assembly, 1937-45F 2 59 Sz @itz (& ol
31 TSiE Rl (I OFg] AFIEE Tl @l 72’5 | (No Motion of
no-confidence in the Ministry was, however, given notice of the next
day.)

371 o590 ST SRt Toliarss oiva AiE o sfde =31
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< AMI AR G NI i v SRfE | caste, creed or party to help me in the discharge of the duties with
AT O Sy e iR — 771 which I have been entrusted today. The Hon’ble members are aware
that I have had no practical experience of the present day complicated
° | TR wfers Figrmeimas 02 . .

. P policies, threat end with a hazy atmosphere but I have no doubt that my

ATT 2 Qg =[5 ==t , . N .
el 2 Hon’ble Colleagues will spare no pains in giving me their most salutary
° S SRS q advice and necessary instructions in guiding me to tide over the problems
R G TV SIS (% with which I may be confronted. I again accord my vote of thanks to

AV ¢ fiiz T wifer wmm

the Chair as well as my compliments to you all. With these words I
resume my seat.

2R PIre AT o0 G FIET SHME FT—

‘Mr. Speaker, I want to congratulate our Deputy Speaker, I ex-
.j pected that the leader of the House would first congratulate him but as

2 ’ TR ers [eTt T (O63 TS Ty ~] he did not come forward, I now congratulate our Deputy Speaker on
AR | COIB Pisters (AR (7 R T G 5173 I (SOt

i behalf of the congress party and I expect that he will always prove
IR, coTIes AN (ot FrErs FRT aﬁ;ﬁ/' COToTH ¢ 1 useful to you. I also expect him not to be a party man where he occu-
SRR, GNER] w SSEwws Soligs Fdibe I e i

. /i pies the Chair during your absence.’
., N ST (R AR Sotigms siform S
STLET METCS Y A (96T Ryt SR KOS Sy mmw@ﬁn@ﬁ;ﬁmwwwmw
BRI 0b IR el T |G B (ofS Wi 27 | T A (9 ' ' : )

>Rt RS A1 | 3177 sTRetet werger e T (1 i Siiia S i ;ﬁw@jw;@cﬁﬁwﬁwmmv@@m
Slammlwﬁmcﬁaﬁwmﬁzﬁmaﬁwwm—‘ al

‘Sir, as my hon. friend Babu Kishore Chanda Deb has found
First of all I have to convey my heartfelt thanks, my good WIShes'

d the D g eakeﬂ fault with me for not rising to congratulate my hon. friend Maulavi
an T not
my gratitude to you all for having elected me as the Deputy Sp ' Mahammad Amiruddin, our new Deputy Speaker, I must say a few
of the House. This office is no doubt a very onerous one and I thmkli; )

#  words in reply.
must invite the sympathy and good will of you all irrespective of any,

‘Hon’ble the Speaker and my colleagues :

Sir, you know that it has never been customary in this House to




R | R©
congratulate any Deputy Speaker on his election. Although the postis (=W ¥ ¥W Q7 AT AT I, AT NN W
of grate honour, dignity and at times of grave difficulty for a Depu S AR PR S e |

Speaker when he is suddenly called upon to occupy the chair in o7 R4 ol 16 Readl @F ST FRE SiRg #[ 9y

(T, I T [S0F© SIte] MYS AL Lo TS TS 22T
congratulate the Deputy Speaker in our House and therefore I did n TR W | 2 ST 9 HRS (O SR oo oRle (RS

rise earlier. I may be a bit late. I now offer sincere congratulations =l GG, G T, R W ©° SR I, ey
the Hon’ble Deputy Speaker, Maulavi Mahammad Amiruddin on bes] JIE - & wif el |
] ﬂﬁﬂﬁlﬁ, N\ @Elslzﬂ

half of the Ministry and the Govt.’ P
g (&R IDTIE wmélwwww&wmqi@wmﬁ
e | TR ol — May I make a submission Sir? As we have elected our

“COIE S GRIRGH ZBITol (AT I | (O0S Ie] Tei— _
2= i Speaker and Deputy Speaker, today, we are a fully tired and so the

> | 8lF© I T3 House may be adjourned (Loud laughter) I’
| GRS IR et (oIl LSRR A SRS (At ST R ol @ A e

o | s 9. TFS. @ = ;W@,Ww@{@mﬂmwaﬁmﬁm
8 | (TSRS &, (5621% | Fidfeite Terzfie awig (Adjournment motion) TRioiW aRfeE | Raw

temporary absence of the Speaker, still I have not seen the custom:

AT ~tig IR T | AT 2 siRcafres, oie wivus @Rt e Siad srRR T tar, Rt
‘In pursuance of sub-section 1 of section 63 of the Govt. of India «feaNe SFTEE =Tz I’

Act, 1935, 1, Robert Niel Reid hereby require the attendance of the if’

e . The Hon'ble the Speaker : There is an adjournment motion in the
members of the Assam Legislative Assembly in the Assembly Cham- B . .
) . . . name of Srijut Krishna Nath Sarmah to the effect that this House do
ber at 2:30 P.M. on Friday, the 9" April 1937. ;

adjourn for the purpose of discussing a matter of urgent public impor-

9% ANSS AT I3 (NN I Sl SgHD

. tance, viz, inadequacy of relief by the Government to the sufferers of

Hf¥fe— ‘I want to know whether the procedure that is followed in . Simaluguri, Jokaichuk and Teok Mouzas in the Sibsagar District from a

the British Houses of Parliament will be followed in reference to the * terrible cyclone causing immense distress which still continues.

speech by His Excellency and whether any amendment on this may be °

allowed.” % Rieds ©ist 1M, TR Spweees 4R, AT G AT SFR IR TS SV G5IkS Fe wei=ifes
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(Srijut Krishna Nath Sarma : I received a telegram which speaks

Y3

I mary schools, 3 namghars heavily affected, one woman died in conse-
¥ quence of injuries received besides damage to numerous homesteads.
3 Loss estimated between thirty to forty thousand. Request enquiry relief.

Kuladhar Chaliha, Member, Indian Legislative Assembly.")

AR T Fe A 42 71 PR — ‘G306 o Fflb
(0, R Rt ove IR SR =T B F911 s srere
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§ PRI | NN TLHL, T e tiee— < cofmmeres w8 re
@ T 7S I S9if& TR (Then, I understand that the
Hon'ble Leader has no objection.)
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‘The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir Muhammad Saadulla : No, Sir, I
have got some objection. In the first place, the cyclone took place on
the 14" February last and, so , the matter is not of recent occurrence as
laid down by the rule. Secondly, the term of the motion is inapplicable.
The “inadequacy” of relief by Government means that there was some

relief from Government. When I know from the hon. mover that there

for itself : was no relief from Government, the wording of the motion is irrelevant.
"Krishna Nath Sarma, Shillong,  So,1submit, Sir, that the adjournment motion is not admissible.
Thanzie Relief Enquiry Report State : 5 Srijut Krishna Nath Sarmah : Sir this fact has been reported in

"Storm 14th February, caused damage mauzas Simaluguri, Teok, the newspaper and I have seen a copy of the newspaper in the library

Jakaichuk, Sibsagar District. 125 homes completely destroyed, two pri- table. So, Government must have been aware of the immense damage
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butup ti : .. .
utup till now nothing has been done. 125 families have lost their home by the Hon’ble Leader of the House that the matter is not of recent

and those homes have to be reconstructed.

The Hon’ble the Speaker :

raised by the Hon’ble Leader of the House

n al

t
Tessed people, As to the recenl:

b asking for (he consent
after questig

Upon, ask fie .
88K for the leave of the Assembly to make

at the nnn .
at the OCCurance is not a v
too
K place not after the inaug
Mov,
OVer stated a few minut

( 1OVernment.

the motiop Tunderstapg
Cry recent one. Morever, the occurrence

th

uration of provincial autonomy, as the hop

€S ago, but in the time of the previoys

The Hon’ble the Speaker : With regard to the first objection raiseg

occurrence, I rule that it is of recent occurrence because, the hon.
I want an answer tq the questig mover says that the sufferings of the people due to the cyclone are still
continuing, and as the House meets for the first time to-day, the hon.

mover could not certainly have an opportunity to table this motion.

Then, in regard to the objection that when the Government did

not spend anything for the relief there cannot be any question of
€I iS t00 sma]] and Governmey inadequacy or adequacy of relief. The hon. mover has said that the
' Deputy Commissioner got some subscriptions realized and that it was
- through his medium the money was spent. Relief to be given by the

' Government does not mean that Government should pay something

from Government coffers, but if Government officers take any step to
render relief and if that relief is not sufficient, then I think the hon.

mover is right in saying that the relief is quite inadequate.

Then, in regard to the other objection that the motion cannot be

' Cntertained because it was not moved before the business on the list for

the day was entered upon. I think with regard to the no-confidence
Mmotion I said that we were proceeding only to constitute the House by
electing the Speaker and the Deputy Speaker and that the wording of
the rule is with reference to the normal working of the House — that
after the question time and before the business on the list for the day is
ntered upon a member who wishes to move an adjournment motion is
10 ask for leave. I think in the circumstances the business of the House
Ieally begins when all these preliminaries are finished and the time to
ask for leave is really when we are about to begin the business of the
Houge, So, I think the motion is in order and I would also like to fix the

time according to my convenience.
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Now, I am to enquire whether the hon. mover of the adjournment
motion has got the leave of the House. 20 members will have to rise in

their seats.
(At this stage more than 20 members rose in their seats.)

The motion is allowed. It will be discussed day after to-morrow,
the 9™ inst, at 4 o’clock. (Claps.)

R TS 48T $oFe (R Reod s, Tmaig w5}
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The Hon'ble the SPEAKER : With regard to the first objection
raised by the Hon'ble Leader of the House that the matter is not of
recent occurrence, I rule that it is of recent occurrence because, the
hon. mover says that the sufferings of the people due to the cyclone
are still continuing, and as the House meets for the first time to-day, the
hon. mover could not certainly have an opportunity to table this motion.

Then, with regard to the objection that when the Government
did not spend anything for the relief there cannot be any question of
inadequacy or adequacy of relief. The hon. mover has said that the
Deputy Commissioner got some subscriptions realised and that it was
through his medium the money was spent. Reliefto be given by the

W/

Government does not mean that Government should pay something
from Government coffers, but if Government officers take any step to
render relief and if that relief is not sufficient, then I think the hon.
mover is right in saying that the reliefis quite inadequate.

Then, in regard to the other objection that the motion cannot be
entertained because it was not moved before the business on the list
for the day was entered upon. I think with regard to the no-confidence
motion I said that we were proceeding only to constitute the House by
electing the Speaker and the Deputy Speaker and that the wording of
the rule is with reference to the normal working of the House-that after
the question time and before the business on the list for the day is
entered upon a member who wishes to move an adjournment motion
is to ask for leave. I think in the circumstances the business of the
House really begins when all these preliminaries are finished and the
time to ask for leave is really when we are about to begin the business
of the House. So, I think the motion is in order and I would also like to
fix the time according to my convenience.

Now, I am to enquire whether the hon. mover of the adjournment
motion has got the leave of the House. 20 members will have to rise in
their seats.

[At this stage more than 20 members rose in their seats]

The motion is allowed. It will be discussed day after tomorrow,
the 9th inst., at 4 o'clock. (Claps).

Rai Bahadur PROMODE CHANDRA DUTT : If in the
meantime His Excellency does not disallow. We shall have to stay up
to 6-30, I think.
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PRESENTATION OF NOTIFICATIONS * UNDER THE ASSAM
The Hon'ble the SPEAKER : We can sit up to 6. MUNICIPAL ACT

Khan : . . The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Sir, I beg to present the
Bahadur Maulavi KERAMATALI:Ad_]OLImmGHtmOtIODS following Notifications u!ld{rsectiun 296(3) of the Assam Municipal Act,

are allowed 2 hours for discussi 1923 :—
: o ({) Notification No. 4369L.5.-G., dated the 27th October 1936,
Rai Bahadur PROMODE CHAND : (i1) 55 No. 4538L S.-G., dated the 17th November 1936,
s RADUTT: Hon. members (i) . No. 276L.S.-G., dated the 27th January 1937,
© wish to speak may be allowed 2% hours. (iz) ., No. 658L.S.-G., dated the 16th February 1937,

y () 55 No. 679L.5.-G., dated the 17th February 1937.
Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMATALI : Two and half hours All these Notifications have been placed on the tables of hon. members,
are allowed for adjournment motions. Srijut KAMESWAR DAS: May I know, Sir, what for are these

notifications ?
The Hon'ble t . The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Only for the information of the House.
. }fe SPEAKER : I fix 3-30 day after tomorrow for Srijut KAMESWAR DAS: Can we ask questions about them ?
Journment motion. The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : You can do so afterwards if you like.
Raj Belisa Maulavi Dewan Md. AHBAB CHAUDHURY : Sir, The House should
1 adur PROMODE CHA ND P he adjourned now for saying our prayers.
RADUTT: Sir, before we The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : It will be adjourned at 5.

y Ldraw your attenti : ) :
Y ention to one thing. There is amotion of ELEGTION OF MEMBERS TO THE ASSAM COMMUNICATIONS

N0 config ‘.
i ence. Ifthat motion is allowed that will have to be discussed iy
€ 9th and on the Oth w The Hon’hle Maulavi Saiyid Sie MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : 1 beg, Sir,
¢ meet at 2-3(Q p.m. to move that the members of the Assembly, other than the members of

the Planting Constitiencies, do proceed to clect. in accordance with the
instructions contained in the voting paper, eight members to the Assam

The Hon'
on'ble the SPEAKER : We shall have time tomorrow tg  Communications Board.

tak
€Up the no-confidence motion Srijut KAMESWAR DAS:  Sir, may I know from the Hon’ble mover,
’ through you, what is the strength of the Provincial Communications Board,
what will be its functions, under what authority this Board is going to be

S!’ f ] ut PUR NA CHANDRA SARMA : Sir, if the no-confidence constituted, why the members of the planting constituency are being left out

) . _ ) ] ol 1he]_- vor.;ing, and whether they are given any special representation, and if
m.on()n 18 carried tomorrow we shall have no occas.1on to discuss ‘the 50, “T‘;Z Horcble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA 1 am
adjournment motion. So my submission is that the adjournmentmotion  *ie Fxic motbe e o g L e el that my hom. Tend and
be taken up before the no-confidence motion. (laughter) e N ol g e S i s
oflice the Hon’ble Rai Bahadur P. C. Dutt who was in charge of the Public

3— ﬂ—wﬁ@— W @W TP M AT AR (FERE Works Department and whose memory is more recent as having dealt with

¢ O A the file unrtil lately, will be able to correct me if I am mistaken. Unfor-

W CFI? IBE[] Tt w9y @Tﬁﬁ?ﬁ ® &ﬂfam JMSS  tunately the file is not with me at the present moment as I took it for granted
IS 90 > ? e e that the hon. members knew about the constitution of the Board.

>Ts12l WreeT R <6 e TolfE v «feieT s fFog RIS e If I remember aright—I dealt with the file seven years ago—the total

: strength of this Board is 13. Eight of them are elected by this House and

2Bt H=al T | two are nominated by the two branches of the Indian Tea Association.

That is the reason why the representatives of the Planting Constituency in

this House are not allowed to vote or to stand as candidates. The Indian

*  Appendix B.
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‘Tea Association has two branches, one in the Assam Valley and the othd
in the Surma Valley and they nominatc one of thcir members to repr
the Tea Indusiry on the Board. Thus 10 members are accounted for, 8 frol
the House and 2 from the Imdian Tea Association and the remaining 3 an
officials. They are the technical staff, the Chief Engineer and the Superin
tending Engincer and most probably one Executive Engineer.

The functions of ¢his Board are purcly advisory. A road prog
was evolved many years ago and certain definite roads were put ina
to be taken -up for construction or improving them as the case may be, ang
;he advice of this Road Board is taken as to which project should have pre
erence.

I think, Sir, I have given the information which the hon. mem
wanted.

Srijut KAMESWAR DAS: Do I understand that the Planting M
bers will have two seats in a Board of 13 members ? ]

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: The
roportion was adopted long ago and we arc only following it. Eight tg
ge elected by this House and 2 to be npominated by the Tea Associations. !
Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH: On a point of information, Sir. Cad
we serd in fresh applications for being elected to this Board ? May I ag
whether the time and the date fixed by the Secretary is final and wi
are bound by it 2 If the time fixed is not statutory, I mecan if the Secra
tary’s word. is not final with regard to this, I would ask for the time being
extended to enable us to file fresh nominations. Since this Govemmentlﬁ
India Act comts into force.........

The Hou'ble the SPEAKER : I understand the hon. member’s conten
Srjut RUPNATH BRAHMA: Boforc you go further, Sir, may |
make one submission ? I sent a momination paper to the Sccretary of the
Assembly for my name to be included in the list of names for the Com.
mumnications Board. But I do not fnd my name included here.

The Hor'ble the SPEAKER : Orvder, order. Foc the election of thij
Board the time was fixed by the Secretary with a view to facilitate the
business of the House. The list of mames here has alrcady so many as 61
names. If further names are to be included, hon. members may say now
what names are to be included so tha¢ other hon. members may include
those names in the list already beforc them. Thea the voting can be pro-
ceeded with cach member voting for the 8 names he wishes to be elected,

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Do I unden
stand that the election will not go on now ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Yes, the dection can take place even
now. All T was mentioning was that the hon. members who want their
names included may now say 0 and their names will be taken down by
the others and thereafter from the complete list voting may take place.

Srijut LAKHESVAR BOROOAH: My friend there Srijut Rupnath
Brahma has said that he sent in his application for the inclusion ol:'nahn
name to the Secretary but that his name was not included. Will you ea-
suire, Sir, if the name was actually sent up to the office or not ?

el members in the committee.
1 parcel of this House ? May we know whether the other members have
| already been nominated, and if so, who are they ? 3 are officials and 2
i are from the planters.

09

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER : The Secretary says he got the application

2 but, that it came after the date fixed for filing nominations. But that is
| immaterial now. Those members who are willing to be elected will be

included in the ballot. The names already in the list will also stand.
The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Some of the names, Sir,

"1in this list have been crossed out.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : That is because the members whose

id names have been crossed out said afterwards they did not want to stand.

The Hon’ble Rev. J.J. M. NICHOLS-ROY :
my friend Mr. Rupnath Brahma should be in the list.

Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Sir, there are altogether 13
Is this committee constituted as part and

Sir, the name of

May I know the names of those members who
have already been selected ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
not in a position to say, Sir, who-are the members.

Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Sir, are those members select-
ed from the Planting Group members of the Assembly ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: They
are nominated by the two branches of the Indian Tea Association and not
elected from the members of the Planting Group.

Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : May I know whether they
are elected from the members of the Assembly or from outside ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : It
is open to the Indian Tea Association to choose a member from the House
or nominate somebody from outside.

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHCLS-ROY: Sir, how will the name of
Mr. Rupnath Grahma come in here ? Against what numnber shall we write ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : At the bottom. The names of further
members may be announced.

Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : Sir, I am a candidate for member-
ship.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon.
taken.

Babu HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI :
are 61 names in the list.
stand ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : All the names will stand. The hon.
member will have to select 8 names according to his choice.

I am

member’s name may be

Sir, I find there
Do you mean tosay, Sir, that all the 61 should

ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO THE PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COM-
MITTEE UNDER RULE 93 OF THE ASSAM LEGISLATIVE
ASSEMBLY RULES, PART II

Srijut DEVESWAR SARMA : May 1 request the Hon'ble Speaker
to include the name of the Leader of the Opposition, viz., Srijut Gopinath
Bardoloi in the list ?
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Srijut LA S AL - the case of the Commus Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: I would like that the name of Maulavi
cations Board uff ‘ILE:‘I:IQEP‘ZREP (w)éx:le'caslg 1o include some 3ddi%%Mudabbir Hussain Chaudhury be includcd.

pames.  May I know if the same privilege can be extended in thijy partid The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: The
lar case also ? ] ) bigger the number, the more difficult it will be to complete the work. I

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : T want to know xfBany npmlﬂz‘n?havc taken a representatiye from each group. I bave taken Maula\:'n
Paper was submitted in the name of Srijut GOP nath Bardoloi. (ARhNg . L varali from the United Muslim Group, Srijut Gopinath Bardoloi,

. - . tay; "y .
consultation with the Secretary, Legislative Asscm:ﬂYl)) ut ai !‘t““l:;: aﬁ"-‘l‘the Leader of the Congress Group, Rai Bahadur Promode Chandra Dutt
that a nomination paper was submitted in his name !

¢ > . Came was ;ocluddfrom the Independent Party, Maulavi Abdul Matin Chaudhury Irom the
g!:tﬂ'bc!o;c th;. time fixed by the .Srcretla'fy, ‘l:’x;icfl;”::‘nn prcvr:.-gtt ':1 e fro; Muslim League and so on. It will be seen that I have taken Leaders .of
inclu(ljo'w hqn erstand (ll:atr thcr}t_:I -’sb ;lol' urllg Leader of the Oppositior_a,\ﬁdl'ﬁ‘erent groups. If we ta!cc more meinbers for each group the Committee

Ing his name in the list. ¢ being the mber of the committt will be too bulky and unwieidy and I hope hon. members will see the ncces-

think, he ; : a memt v too t v k
and theretme T di,E1ven an opportunity to be & ¥ Hirendra Chandra Cli sity of limiting the numbzr, so that quick work can be donc and that our

Kravart: . L h : be added. ' report may be rcady befo.e the next session begins.
lanl"t(l'r;::‘ 't‘;:l‘:: :?f Sn_]f.lt ng:jnath Bardoloi : Srijut KRISHNA NA'I H S.‘ARMAH: Or%ly two names have been sug-
oting proceeded) _gested und 1 do not tiink the list will be bulky.

) ’ { Qaivi : SAA : Sk
‘The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD DULLA 1 ‘I'ne Hon'ble the SPEAKER :

1 beg to move

I think the Hon’ble the Leader of

. . the House will state how many members will i m.
That a Committee be formed for making Rules under section § ¢ y orm the quorus

{1) of the Government of India Act, 1935, for regulating ti . The .H.ou’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: T
procedure and the conduct of business of the Assam Legislatiy. will mention that.
Assembly. ; Srijut GOPINATHrd.BARDgLOI: I would be glad if some con~
As hon. members . - : drafted a set of Rules, but } sideration be shown according to the strength of tne party.
want to take the Lcad(::':':;?(, he hc?f(ﬁi-':ﬁag;rgg, and some of those wh Srijut LAKHESWAR BOROOAH: Just a !:ittle before we have
represent different interests, into a Coinmittee, so that they can go througl heard that Khan Sahib Maulavi Sayidur Rahman is the Leader of
these Rules and serutinize them properly. These draft rules may be i certain party. 1 do not find his name inciuded in the Co.nmittec.

bz}si.s for discussion. If any one wants to add, amend or medify them, l! ‘I'he Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
may do so in the Comimnitte . Khan Sahib Maulavi Sayidur Rahman is the Leader of the Coalition
1 suggest the following names :— | group «in this House. 1 have not included his name because Leaders
Rai Bahadur P. C. Dutt, "of tne individual groups have already been included, e.g., Khan Baha-

Mr. ¥. W. Hockenhuli, ! dur Keramat Ali trom the Assam Valley Muslim Party, Srijut Santosh

- Kumar Barua  representing tue group led by my hon. friend
Srijut Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri; 1 have also included Miss Dunn as
representative ol tne party led by my hon. friend Rev. J. J. M.
. Nicnols-Roy. If the House agree to increase the number by three as

Srijut Gopinath Bardoloi,
Maulavi Munawwarali,
Khan Bahadur Maulavi Keramat Al

Maulavi Abdul Matin Chaudhury, " suggested by my hon. Inends, the Leader of the .Upposition Srijut

Babu Akshay Kumar Das, - Gopmath Bardoloi and Maulavi Abdur Rahman, and Srijut Lakheswar

Mr. Kedarmal Brahmin, Borvoah | will add their names.

Srijut Santosh Kumar Barua, Srijut SARVESWAR BARUA: On a point of information, Sir.

Miss Mavis Duun,  and May I know if this committee is au elected committee or it is aa

The Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Legislative Department. _ appointed committee ? )
If any of the Leaders of the different groups whom I have mentioned here The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The committee is elected by this

do not find it convenient to be in the Committee, 1 will be glad to accep) House and if the suggestions made are not acceptable to the hon.
any suggestion from the representative of the party for substituting theit members, then the members are quite at liberty to move an ameni-
names. The Committee consists of 11 members and I do not propose & ment to add new names.

expani it. Srijut KRISHNA NATH SARMAH: [ want that members should
‘The Committec will be expected to report to the I;;mﬂe before 2: be elected and not nominated by the Leader ol the House.

next session in about June or July. The Committee wil have to m . . .

et 20 Agril or in ihe beginuing of May. 1 will try to s Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: The Leader of the House

ma > : : has suggested the names and we have not accepted them umtil now,
o . : ext session. S sugg -PAe \
that th.c. Re port is laid before thie House be.! ore the " If it is to be elected we want to propose names to this committee.

Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI : Sir, 1 think one more member : i . .
from 1he Congress Party should be included in the Committee. 1 request The Hon’ble the SPE{\I&'ER: Then I shall have to place this motion
the name of our Deputy Leader, Babu Kshirode Chandra Deb, may, be before the House and thea invite ameadment; he has only moved a
included. motion.
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, , . a poir
Babu HIRENDRA CHANDRA GHAKRAVARTY: On a poi

has reg
i tion, Sir, The Hon’ble the Leader of tl;;: Hg::e placed ]
of mfcoenmaain names as personnel of the committee. He t. If the Hou
loa:it‘orc the House, whether ‘the House accepts it or not. F

accepts it, it means that it approves nomination of the members mag
by the Hon’ble Leader of the House

Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Please wait, 7
ﬁha‘:ﬂavi ABDUR RAHMAN:

.

P>

.,

Certain names have:l b?en suigqé

e Hon’ble Leader of the House and it 13 only for yo )

:gcez gem or not and I think in order to minimise our Laboq_

and as it is getting late, T request hon. members to say w ethe
they accept the list suggested by the Leader of the Housq, or not,

vi Dewan Md, HBAB CHAUDHURY : Sir, It |

again draw your attention that oyr Prayer time |

House should be adjourned,
€  Hon'ble the SPEAKER: Vv

ery _well, the House will be
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Proceedings of the first Session of the first Assam
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935.

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 2-30 p.m.,

Thursday, the 8th April 1937, with the Hon’ble Mr. B 3
Das, Speaker, in the Chair. r- Basanca Kume

Motion on the policy of the Ministry rc the enhancement of fed
in Government and aided High and Middle English Schools |

Srjut_PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: The moti
follows :—~That this House disapproves the olicy of tie nl\jl(;x:;:;?ry i:xc:g;an‘g
ing the fees in the Government and Aided I-Figh and Middle English Schog}
of the province with effect from the 1st of April, 1937, |

Have I got the requisite permission, Sir ? :

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The hon.
his motion before the Secretary. © flon. member has already placgg

Salaries of Ministers |

. Babu KSHIRODE CHANDRA DEB ;
Sir. May I know from the Hon
has been fixed for the Ministry ?

Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : I
have no information up till now. !

On a point of informatio .
’ble Leader of the House what sala,:;

Condolcnce on the death of Haji Idris Ali Barlaskar

Maulavi MUZARROF ALI LASKAR: Sir, beforc we proceed
with the business of the day, I should like to bring to the notice of the
House the death news of late Haji Idris Ali Barlaskar who was a member
of the old Council. Representing the district as I do from which late
Haji Idris Ali Barlaskar came, I feel it my duty to bring it to the notice
of the House for any action they may think necessary. It is a strange thing
that the late Haji Idris Ali Barlaskar expired with the termination of the
old Council i.e., on the 31st of March, 1937. B

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Will the Hon’ble Leader of the Housé
say anything on this ?

Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Sir,
we have heard with great regret the death news of one of my colleagues
in the previous Legislature in the person of late Haji Idris Ali Barlaskar,
He was a venerable old gentleman representing the district of Cachar and
although he could not address the House in English still he spoke in the
vernacular and tried his level best to enrich the Council Proceedings by his
sound common sense. Indeed we ave very sorry to hear of his death news
and it js only fair that this House should record a vote of condolence and
send it to the members of the bercaved family.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: I am also very sorry to hear of the
death of Haji Idris Ali Barlaskar and I fully associate myself with what has
been said by the Hon’ble the Leader of the House. A ‘condolence message
will duly be sent to the members of the bereaved family.

on the question whether leave should be granted to move a motion dis
| approving

O

Legislative ‘Assembly, a.mmbé Moation r: the enbancement of fees in  Government and aided High

and Middle English Schools
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Before this matter intervened we were

a certain policy of the Ministry. The Hon’ble Leader of the
ouse will please say what he has got to say on the matter.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Sir,

| the motion that stands in the name of my hon. friend Srijut Purna

handra Sarma reads as follows :— That this House disapproves the
Co’l?:y rzf the Ministry in cnhancing the fees in the Government and Aided
gligh and Middle English Schools of the province with effect from
the 1st April, 1937 .

If it is meant to be a censure on the present Ministry I must inform
the House that this policy was adopted by our predecessors and not by us
and we had no time 4o scruinize the measu es. Therefore, we believe it is
too premature to bring this motion at this session. 1 can inform the h,on.
member on the opposite that as soon as my Colleague the Hon’ble
Minister of Education assumed office he called for the file, examining the
reasons for raising the fec rate, and the whole matter is now under con-
sideration. I hope with this assurancc my hon, friend the mover will rest
satisfied for the present and give the present Minister a chance of reviewing
the whole situation.

Srijut SARVESWAR BARUA: Are we to understand that the fees
are going to be realised from the L5th of April ?

The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: T have
already said that the matter is under consideration. My Collcague the
Hon’ble Minister of Education took over charge of his officc on the Ist of
April, and now the Assembly is in session and therefore it is too premature
for us to say anything. .

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: Am I to understand that
the fees will not be realised till the final orders are passed ?

Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Ifthe Hon'’ble Leader of the
House gives an assurance that the fees will not be realised at the enhanced

rate on the 15th April and aft rwards, then of course, I am prepared to
withdraw my motion.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Sir, it
is too early to say what will be the position but all I can say is this that if
the fees are realised at the enhanced rate for the current month and if it
is subscquently decided to reduce i1, then credit for the surplus payment
will be given for the next month. That will meet the situation.

Srijut DEBESWAR SARMA: Sir, the whole matter is of urgent
importance and we cannot wait any longer The Hon’ble Minister of
Education must have been able to make up his mind in the matter He
must have been able to inform us whether he would realise the enhanced
fces or not.  The country is suffering from grinding poverty.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Order, order. The question before the
House is whether this motion should be ‘allowed or not. Inview of what
has been said by the Hon’ble the Leader of the House now it is for the hon.

member, who has tabled this motion, to decide whether he will move this
motion or not,
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. Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : My submission on this poin
Sir, is that, as I have already told the House, if I can be assuréd that the
enhanced fees will not be realised till it is finally decided and approved of by
this House, I am prepared to withdraw my motion. It is onlyin thes
circumstances that I can withdraw my motion.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : Sir, am I to understand, fron
the statement made by the Hon’ble the Leader of the House, that the mattet
is under consideration ? If that be the casc, how can the enhanced fees be
realised ? Itisa matter pending final decision and I do not sec anf
Justification why the undertaking cannot be given by the Hon’ble Mmlstef
of Education. (Hear, hear).

Maulavi MUNAWWARALI :
be given., .
Rai Bahadur PROMODE CHANDRA DATTA: Sir, we have not
heard a word from the Hon’ble Education Minister. (Laughter). :

The Hon’ble Shams-ul-Ulama Maulana ABU NASR MUI-‘IAMMAD‘
WAHEED : 1 have not gone through the file carefully and, as it stands 3
Present, I cannot give any assurance.

Babu KSHIRODE CHANDRA DEB: May we take it that he cannot ’
give any assurance whatsoever ? ‘

The Hon’ble Shams-ul-Ulama Maulana ABU NASR MU.HAM_MAIz,i
WAHEED: Icannot gve any assurance pending the reconsnderauonfo |
the whole matter. Itisa big file and I have called for the scales of ees |
prevalent in Bengal. So, after due consideration I shall have the mattcre
Placed before the House,

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: The question is whether a
stay order should not be issued pending the decision ?

i

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : Sir, Istill press my point. A: |
the matter s under consideration, and it has not becn finally decided on¢
way or the other, how can the enhanced fees be realised. (Hear, hear). i
want a definitc answer on this point. ll

The Hor’ble Shams-ul-Ulama Maulana ABU NASR MUHAMMAD ![
WAHEED : The matter was decided by the last Government and I do not ¢
know if the fees have already been realised. 1f the fees have not yet been |
realised, a stay order will be issued as soon as possible. E

Srijut DEBESWAR SARMA : What was the Hon’ble
‘Minister doing all this time. ‘

The Hon’blec the SPEAKER: Order, order. I cannot allow any -
discussion on this point to go on any longer. The Ministry have made their .
submission on this point and it is for the hon. member to decide whether he
will move his motion or not.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN_ ALI AHMED: Do I understand that ifd.
fees have not yet been realised, it will not be done ?

Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Isthe Hon’ble Minister of Education
aware that fees are rcalxsec[ at various dates during the first half of the
month ? In some schools it might have been already realised and in som¢
it might not have been realised,

Srijut SARVESWAR BARUA : As far as we know, fees are realised on
the 15th of every month. I think there is still time to stay the realisation of
fees on the enhanced rate. Will the Hon’ble ‘Minister of Education issue

instructions to the headmasters of schools for staying the realisation of fegs at
the enhanced rate ? -

We can anticipate that assurancejﬂlll

Education

-

8%

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA —Sir,
my Hon’ble Colleague has already made his position clear that he has called
for the file and sent for the scales of fees prevalent in the neighbouring pro-
vince and that he will do his best to meet the needs of the people and the
country, He has also assured that, pending decision, he is going to have the
realisation of fees at the higher rate stayed, stay order issued. Nothing
can be more clear than that. The only thing against the stay order is, as
my hon. friend Maulavi Munawwar Ali mentioned, that in certain schools
fees at thc prescribed rate might have already been realised.

{A woice: These will have to be refunded.] .

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :—1
have already said that if any enhanced payment has been made and if sibe-
sequently the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Education comes to the concln-
sion that the old scale should continue or some modified scale should be
adopted, then the extra payment, if any, will be credited towards the levy
for the next month. There is no question of refund.

Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA :—Does the Hon’ble Minister
give this assurance ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :—The assurance has been given.

Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA :—Sir, on the assurance given
by the Hon’ble the Leader of the House I beg leave of the House to with-
draw my motion. But I expect that it will receive due consideration and
the matter will be placed before the House for final decision.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :—1 think the motion stands withdrawn,
and it is not necessary for me to say whether the motion is in order ornot.
(The motion was with the leave of the House withdrawn.)

Formation of a Committee for making rules for regulating the
oprocedzlre and the conduct of business of the Assam Legislative
Assembly.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :—Now, we take up the motion that was
before the Housc yesterday 3 the motion that was made by the Hon’ble the
Leader of the House for the formation of a Committee for making Rules
under scction 84(1) of the Government of India Act, 1935, for regulating
the pr%ti:cdure and the conduct of business of the Assam Legislative
Assembly.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :—Sir,
we were discussing about the personnel of the proposed Committee. A
suggestion was made by the Hon’ble the Leader of the Ollaposition that the
name of Babu Kshirode Chandra Deb should be included. A similar
suggestion was made to me to include the name of Maulavi Mudabbir
Hussamn Chaudhury from the United Moslem Party, and I remember that
Srijut Laksheswar Borooah raised the question about adding the nmame of
Khan Sahib Maulavi Sayidur Rahman, the Leader of the Coalition Party.
I accept the suggestionsand include these 3 names among the nnel
already submitted. My hon. friend Rai Bahadur Promode Chandra Datta
has intimated that he stands aside in favour of his party member, Babu
Kamini Kumar Sen. If the House allows, we will include him in place
of the Rai Bahadur.

Therefore, Sir, the personnel stand thus :—
Mr. F. W. Hockenhull.

Babu Kamini Kumar Sen.

Srijut Gapinath Bardoloi,

Maulavi Munawwar Ali,

« Khan Bahadur Maulavi Keramat Ali.

G WS -
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6. Maulavi Abdul Matin Chaudhury.
1 Babu Akshay Kumar Das.
8. Miss Mavis Dunn.
9. Mr. Kedarmal Brahmin.
10. Srijut Santosh Kumar Barua.
11. Maulavi Mudabbir Hussain Chaudhury.
12. Babu Kshirode Chandra Deb.
13. Khan Sahib Maulavi Sayidur Rahman. )
14. The Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Legislative Ddl’"‘“t‘?e"t-
If the House accepts the personnel, which consist of 14 members, & Way,

. q
suggest, Sir, that the quorum be fixed at 6 members, ie., 1 MO thqn
third

one-

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :—I think it would he propef oo 2y
that also a part of the motion that so many mcmbers Wi tl
quorum. . ULLA i~
] {heSHon’blc Maulavi Saiyid Sir M}JHAI_VIMAD SAAD ~4,
right, Sir, I will add that in my original motion. )
The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
Then, Sir, my amended motion will stand thus-.—“llmt a C‘(’l v Scoti
formed of the undermentioned members for making rules un tchc o ly,
84(1) of the Government of India Act, 1935, for regulatng ably :%..
dure and the conduct of business of the Assam Legislative Assel > Ang
that the quorum be fixed at six.”
Mr. F. W. Hockenhull,
Babu Kamini Kumar Scn,
Srijut Gopinath Bardoloi,
Maulavi Munawwar Ali, .
Khan Bahadur Maulavi Kcramat Ali,
Maulavi Abdul Matin Chaudhury,
Babu Akshay Kumar Das,
Miss Mavis Dunn,
Mr. Kedarmal Brahmin,
Srijut Santosh Kwnar Barua, .
Maulavi Mudabbir Hussain Chaudhury,
Babu Kshirode Chandra Dcb,
Khan Sahib Maulavi Saiyidur Rahman, and partme
The Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Legislative Departmeng
The motion was put and adopted.
Election of 2 member to the Eastern-Bengal Railway
Commiittee TLA :—Sir
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAID SAADULLA :=-3i0 1
beg to move that this Assembly do proceed to clect one member . llO ulQ
Eastern Bengal Railway Local Advisory Committee in accordance with thy
instructions contained in the voting paper.
The motion was put and adopted.
(Voting then took placc.) .
Election of 2 members to the Assam-Bengal Railway Advisory
Committee ...
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :—Sit,
beg to move that this Assembly do proceed to clect in accordance with the

instructions contained in the voting paper two mambers to the Assam-Bengal !
Railway Local Advisory Committee. |

The motion was put and adopted., {
(Voting then took place.)

Advisory
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :—1I think the voting is finished now and
1 see 0 other business before the House.

Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI :—I want to make a statement, Sir,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :—Let me finish. The House is fully aware
that tOmMOrrow we are meeting at 2-30 p.m. in order to hear the address of
His Excellency the Governor. For the convenient transaction and disposal
of the regular business of the House the Assembly will commence 15 minutes
after the \ermination of His Excellency’s address.

Statement made by the Leader of the Congress Party regarding
the address by His Excellency the Goveraor,

Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI :—1I hope, Sir, I may now have your
permission to make a statement.

In reference to the statcment that I desired to submit in the House
regarding the atiitude of the Congress Party, relating to the address by
His Excellency the Governor to both the Houses tomorrow, I deeply regret
that the Hon’ble the Leader of the House should not have agreed to a
procedure, which is common in the British Houses of Parliament—a proce-
dure 1n which the respective parties are given the chance of stating their
viewpoInts in reference to the subject matter of the King’s speech.

Sir, it is claimed that we arc in the dawn of a new era ; but the
attitude of the Hon'ble the Leader of the House only demonstrates what
the Congressman is always saying that even in matters of procedure we are
yetin t!}c darkness of an iyresponsible regime. The Hon’ble Leader, instead
of Jeading 'us into the light of the dawn, was groping for the precedents of
aperiod which is said to have been past and gone.

Sir, the position of the Congress Party in a matter like this is quite
clear. They are inside this legislature to carry on the business of this
House with a view to demonstrate the futility of the Act in its opcration to
do any good to the people and to carry out, if possible, the Congress
programme of constructive work through the legislatures. By denying to
us the right of stating our viewpoint in reference to His Exccllency’s speech,
the business character of thc whole proceeding is lost and only the ceremo-
nial portion remains. His Excellency will surely bless the Act, probably
sing hallelujah to the new constitution and prophecy the advent ofa
millenium through the operation of the Act. It is needless to say that we
not only do not believe in this millenium but apprehend a reversal of it. The
situation will, therefore, be that we shall be made the dumb spectators
of 2 show to glorify the new Act, of an official ceremony to raise the
presuge and dignity of its agents. The least that we can say is that we
will avoid such ceremonies and shows. A further ground for this attitude
of ours has been supplied by the Governor’s action in six provinces where
the Congress has majority.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :—May

Isise to a point of order, Sir ? Is this statement relevant ? I want your
-uling, Sir.
-~ The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :—~I think the hon. member in
“zveloping his argument in assigning reasons for a certain course of action
to be taken by his party is referring to what is happening in other places
and I think he is within hi; right to do so.

Srijut GOPINTAH BARDOLOI :—I was saying, Sir, that Governors
in six provinces where the Congress was in a majority were flouting the
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Congress by refusing reasonable and necessary assurap,
of the Congress. I desire to state in this connection th‘;:sbaskcd %‘3 bclt!;g
function we do not mean any personal disrespect to H.is‘é:voﬁ u;g bt
act according to the principles of thc party. cellency
Sir, the Congress party will not attend the function tomorro
Babu KSHIRODE CHANDRA DEB :—I like to draw the attentiot
of the House to_one thing. The Hon’ble Leader of the House did not s
up when the Mcssage from His Excellency was read yesterday and shov

the way to new members.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :(—That matter does not come up now!

it happened yesterday. .
'he Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :—
Sir, I want to reply to onc point raised by Mr. Gopinath Bardoloi. It
very easy to draw analogies from other............
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :—1 think no reply is necessary. The hot
member has made a statement to make his position clear as regards his

party’s non-attendance tomorrow.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :— The
hon. member has criticised my statement of yesterday. I said thatit
has not been the procedurc in this House to adopt the address of tht

Governor.......... .
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :—I think it is 2 personal explanation then

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :—-My
learned friend says that the King’s address is adopted, as a resolution in
Parliament and, as a result. each party gects opportuntities to move amend
ments. But I think my hon’ble friend, who is well versed in constitutional
law, because his special subject for the M.A. examination was History
and Political Economy, knows that the King’s address is really drafted
by His Majesty’s Ministers. That is why it reflects the policy of the
Ministers and that is why it is adopted as resolutions of the House and
that amendments by the other parties arc allowed. But that analogy
does not stand here, because the address which His Excellency deliveis
under certain provisions of the Act, is not drafted by the Hon’ble Minister
Therefore it cannot be taken to be a resolution by the Government or by
the Council of Ministers, and thercfore no opportunity can be given to
the House to move amendments.

Babu DAKSHINARANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURY :—Will
Governor’s address form no part of the Government’s policy. ? .

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : His

Excellency’s address will reflect his personal opinions.
Allotment of Members’ Seats,

. The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :—I had a talk in a conference this morn-
ing with the Leaders of parties for the purpose of reallotting seats accordin
to party affiliations. I have consulted the Leaders who were present an
1 have allotted seats in consultation with them. Hon’ble members are
g;ease stay after the House is adjourned in order to know how the geats
ve been arranged and to help the Secretary in making the arrangement.
The House is now adjourned till 2-30 p.m. on Friday, the 9th Apri]

1937, i
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) ¢
foceedings of the firge session of the First Assam Leglslmv.

msembl . &
ndia Ac{, ggmbled under the provisions of the GoverRey, o

The Assembt ;
F ML in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 2-30 p.m-s
the 9th April 1937, 21 4 joint sitting of the two Chambers:

HIS EXCELLENCY'S AppRESS TO BOTH THE CHAMBERS

Counch) 26ing requested by the Hon'ble President of the Assam Leghlag,
p ¢ His Excellency addressed the chambers as follows :—
entlemen of the Legislatures
3

The formal business o - . ses have e}
. o of over ; bosh Hou .
ed their presiding officers anydo;rmﬁlrs‘:a? 5;,';2,1?,, disi:ersc before asecmbj;

Ao 8 n ich the Minjg ¥
gain later in the year to discuss the important business which yo“ni:gz

will set before you at th i in su -
to-day is to lecome ui";?ms%s:;gnbf %Z ,;nggose islaturc 3?33 tz) Radee
b OFC yOu certain considerations which, I think, it may be helP keep
efox; our minds at this the beginning (’)f a new order of thing- 'S graci
ou Wi.ll all have read . . the King EmPCIO!' CIO‘B
message which was published ou the 10y of April i1 which He 35%7s ‘Hy
lndna.n subjects that His thoughts and good wishes are with ‘bnd anctihi'
occasion when a new chapter is opening in the history of this ‘%ot 0
am sure we must all fee} grateful for the decp intercst our Sovereigl Hiss in

the welfare of His subjects, and realise too how greatly we need 1Ho%  gogy

1 will not do rore than iefly, for it isa subject Which
been canvassed in season andcgmn;?;:al;::g}gw for the best Parf:!Ufcllg )
on the subject of the immense step forward in constitutional e\;t e P n;?'lt

t the circumstances of your and my presence here to-day den m;mb:“
are here to-day as representatives, in a House greatly enlarged 10
gi;?n elcct:;‘orate based on a far wider franchise than llwas cver
ore ; the occupants of the Government benches all ele
the Legislature, are responsible toert}‘;c Lcgislature for policy as rcgartlls the
whole field of public administration ; and on me as Governor hn"Goo"Ser
rests as it did before that personal regponsibility for every act whic Ac vern.
ment saw fit to undertake. It is true, to quote the terms of the > t, tha
the “‘executive authority of a Province shall be “exercised on bebal °f“ His
Majesty by the “Governor”, and, again to quote the terms of the Act, “tha
executive action of the “Government of a Province shall be cxpressed
*to be taken in the name of the Governor’’, but—and this is the vnta.i‘.pomt
~by virtue of the Instrument of Instructions the Governor is bound in the
exercise of the powers conferred upon “him” to “be guided by the advice of
his “Ministers unless” this “would be inconsistent *with the fullilment of
any of *his”’ special “responsibilities....... ..or with the proper discharge “‘of
any of the functions which he is............... “required to exercise m his
individual judgment”.
, This is the culmination of the transitional period of the last 16 yean
during which the system of dyarchy has been in force. The main featurey
of the system which has just disappeared were a Legislature on the one hangd
consisting of a single House only half the size of the present Assembly, and
centaining a substantial official and nominated element ; and an executive

on Frid:o
(
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is
hi

;d jrremovable Executive Council divided the functions of Go"emmem
islative Council and which contains neither a nom’nateq nor g
3¢5, 2 lady, has been chosen by the Upper House as js Dcpu.ty
and Transferred is swept away and the elected Ministers are in
keep in mind if we are to see in true perspective the mom
:sters have from now on to shoulder. Councit
0% by the terms of the Nicmeyer Report considerable relief hag been
g ‘,d'ﬂg saving of 19 lakhs annually in repayment: a recurring grant of
r resnurces. as compared with her needs, are decidedly slender, The
y¢2 “’2:; by the Government of india, will have to be repaid within 18
w0 as
3;;’3"8‘ ssible, with the help of the Legislature and by great effort on the
GoY when it is put before you in due course will estimate for a seall
that may take office, at atime when funds are so sorely
imP " hat critics, whether in the Legislatures or outside, will, whep
ltr (hcoming for some crying need, pause to make allowances and ¢
ass
f” they are the custodians.
that is that 75 per cent. of our expenditure will be charged on

other, wherein, under the two categories of Reserved and T,amfe"
o clected element in the shape of two Ministers. We now have
2 .ure consisting, first, of a Lower House which is twice the sjze of the
clement and, secondly, of an Upper House, mainly elec n
J ‘;i9191¢d element ’consisting of 3 members only. One of these n(:x;di;m::;
0 t, 2 unique occurrence, | believe, in the history of legis]
;; ;;f: gcxminly in Assam. Most importa’mt of all, the distinc:ﬁma?erg:c ::
7537
g of the whole ficld of administration. These are all perha
fn ,{%ﬁwry facts, but they are a back-ground of facts which we cap:n:ta u::;
Jt;‘:h’ es which have been brought about and the great responsibility ?ﬁ?;f
clcp“go vernor, you as members of the Legislatures, and lastly our
5 ini
151\4“' work of the Ministry is not goin be .
g to an easy task, F
o 'rh:, they will have to face a far from favourable financial S;z;t?c:,d
fafzugt‘; Assam, the important points being the cancellation of her gy
'f"v,ﬂ. debt to the Government of India up to 31lst March 1936 which
"’ca“s khs: and an increase of the share of the jute export duty from
g,}o cent. to 62} per cent., yet it is no use shutting our eyes to the faq
50 ¥ ne : . : .
at '1936-37 will have closed with a deficit of some 46} lakhs, which .
h r 19 less by 11 lakhs than was estimated, and this deficit, at Prt}}s?::t
cf
%:af“‘;:;_ For that it will be necessary to raisc a loan and this will not be
of old by means of an overdraft with a_benevolent banker in the
do"‘ ¢ of the Government .of India, but will have to depend on what
sha ments can be made in the open market. It has, however, been
un® i Government departments to curtail expenditure, to provide the
':ar‘:cf:,mcnt with a balanced budget for 1937-38, a budget which you “‘Sﬁ
gnd Jus OD Tevenue account,
P 1 realise that this financial handicap is a great dicadvantage to any
;3st 3
M‘"':dry for education, for social welfare work, for hospitals, for
n vements in rural conditions and a hundred other ways; and
trust feel called upon to ask why this or that project of betterment
theY " carried out or why in this or that direction funds are
not not
¢ the Ministry in their task, not by handing out blame for fajlyre
ﬁ:ﬂd’ but rather commendation for conserving the public funds of
In this connection I fecl I should take this opportunity of correct.
once more a statement which I understand has been fieely published,
revenues of the province, an expression which means that sych
diture shall not be submitted to vote, though there is nothing to

ing
and
the
expen
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prevent the discussion of such estim i

: . v ates except 1n rey .

This statement is grossly inaccurate. Twenty-onc per ccnt? ff;t 9};. one c‘:;':'
Pc‘ »

is the correct figure, and of that 21

is open to discussion, discussion which I would remj
has not been ignored in the past and is not likely tﬁ“’be“;cng:‘:d“’i‘;

the future, The real position in fact

Act confers no special responsibility on the GOVErmor in'the matter of

finance, Secondly, only 21 per cent.

to a vote of the Legislature. Thirdly, only a small frace that
21 PICI' ccuzi‘ti will ngt be open t!t'o d;‘sévséion. . . ction of ths
I would remind you to0 at the Opposition has g ibili
of its own, and they will do well before condqmmng t;:‘ ‘:::::nbg
of a Ministry as unfit for their positions to consider whether they ar=
sure they can do better themselves and whether they are pre o
implement that belief by themselves shouldering the rﬁponsigzility of

vernment.
Finally, just onc word about mys

and read much about the use of special powers and questions o
that connection. But it all comes down t>
by our very presence here, to carry out
hich the whole structure of the Constitu—

bargains and assurances in
this,. We are here, pledged
he provisions of the Act on W
tion rests and it is given
action to abrogate any P
be certain, Any Government of any
power under the Act now or in the

fullest help and support within the four cor
four retty wide apart. I cannot promigse more
corners are placed pretty Thgaprcscnt Ministry. have acee e

and I certainly will not promise less.
office on those terms and I

und . I sonally lool p
erstand each other Pg; halfgf the province.

period of united work on ]

And now, Gentlemen, you will so
you will agree with me that
attempted to lay
highest importance,
Svery memg)oer of the two Houses,
Ministry or members of the Opposi

are considerations

Ve have a great opportuni
different %rapacity, to use_ etél

ber.
., The )Hon’blc the SPEAKER:
tll 5 minutes past 3. .
spmirhc Assembly met again at at 3
er in the Chair.)
Adjournment motion rz the
agricultural

moy. ulavi MUDABBIR HUS
Sriut DEBESWAR SARMA: On

the The Hom'ble the SPEAKER: I think hon. M
t the rule js that one member should rise at 2

than one member rise itis for the Sp
member who is to speak.

neither to you nor to me by our individual
art of the Act.

think I may safely say that we flully

the considcrations which I have
before you,.and which I

whether they be supporters of the
tion, carefully to keep in mind.
ity before us an

at opportunity
(His Excellency accompant by h?sppcmnd staff then left the Assembly

The Assembly stands adjourned

SAIN CHAUDHURY : 1 beg leave 1©

per cent. all but , emall fra

is this. First, as yo, Know, the

of expeaditure will b, ot opes

JIf. We have lately heard muchs

But of one thing you may
political complexion which " takes
future in Assam can rely on my
ners of the Act, and those

k forward hopefullyto a happy
on be dispersing. I trust that

grmly believe, are of the

which it i3 worth the while of

4 it rests with us, each i
to the full.

.15 p. m. with the Hon’ble the

method of realisation of
loans

int of information, Sir, ..«
embers should know
time. If more
eaker to announce the name ot

a

1

8

Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY: S§i
wtice requesting the adjournment of the business of the lr,Hf)usgcaYe
order to discuss the method of realisation of agricultural loans b t}lnn
Government in the districts of Sylhet and Cachar, and my fricng h :
rquested me to add NOWEONE to this. Nowgong may be added to
tis, Sir. Sir, the method 18 VeTy crude, antiquated. ................ w0
The Hon'ble the SPEAKER: Ocder, order. The h
thould refran from speaking about the merits of the moo;;:n mgnbc.r
to gpcak on the point 38 to how the motion is in order. ) ¢ 1
Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY: Sir, I want ¢
’ o

know what has become of my motion.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: You want leave tom .
Please read out your motion. ove the motion,
Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY: My motion
this: That this Housc do adjourn for the purpose of discu&guon 19
method of realisation of agricultural loans by the Government ing the
districts of Sylhet, Cachar and Nowgong which is a matter 0}" the
hardship to the publlc- " great
The Hon’ble the SPEAK ER: Before deciding wheth i
itin order or not, I must bring to the notice of 1hgc Housccrtht::s
already an adjournment motion fixed for to-day which is to be tak
ar3-30 p.m. As all hon. mermbers know, more than onc a d'a en y
motion cannot be moved 1 0nc day and it is also known to men‘mumment
the House is not sitting beyond to-day. In that case, the hon ooy that
will decide what he is t0 do. Instead of asking for decision whe member
motion is in order or noL I place this fact for the consideratio ther the
hon. members of the House. n of the
Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY:
%t to-morrow a; well. The House can
Maulavi I\IUNA\VWAR ALL: If the tt i
importance shouid not the tiousc be prolongedq:’m er Js of urg
‘The Hon'’ble the SPEAKER :  That is another matter. If
decision_on this point, 1 would like that the hon. membe
certain facts belore the House. rcgarding the method. ace
Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : Sir, d
is antiquated and crude.....- X » H1€ metheq
The Hon'ble the §PE{\RER: Will the hon. memb
what time this method 8 being pursued ? €T 32y from
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN:  May I speak a few words, Sir »

Tbe HOn’ble the SPEAKER: On th ti "

going ' hear anythiug-...-: ¢ question. of merits [ am pgy
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Sir, my submission is that th,

of realisation...... the Methoyg
Maulavi MUDA}S?IR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY: If i

tinuous wrong, then it is a matter of great public importance be_a con

the realisation is bdg% made in that method ; it is most llm‘assiné Till ngyy

1 and

Motion
there g

nt public

Yyou Wwang

T d°°8 plmy

distressing to the public. Ve
The Hon'’ble the SPEAKER :  Wh, i i M
harassing. ) en was it perceived that it is Most
Mafilz.wi MUD.-\]}BIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY: In tj
year and in this vear in 100 aggravated form. N Previous
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The Hon'ble the SPEAKER : The predecessor of this House met in

September last, and this matter might have been brought up then. Irule

that th's motion fs not in order.

Srijut DEBESWAR SARMA: On a point of information, Sir.......
ot D e SPEAKER : There should be no discussion on the |

ruling of the Chair. |
Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: _

time ; Jast year it was severe and this year it appea : )
aggravated form. I think, Sir, this forms a subject of an adjournment motion.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I again_ask the hon. member to
refrain from discussing the ruling of the Chair. It has already been given.
The hon. member who asked for leave was quite at liberty to say allfi
this before. !
Strength of the different parties in the Hons; b E |

ij 5 SARMA: Sir, the Congress party an the Eurg- ||
nSg;{::i lzi?fdbm:?o know what are the other partics in this I:lo;m and i
what is their respective strengti. Is this information available, Sir ? !
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : 1am not still in a position to supply |

the information required by the hon. member. P}easc ‘wait l’f'or fsome ‘
time and the hon. member will come to know the exact strength of the J§

different partics.
Adjournment

DEWAN MUHAMMAD AHBAB C

avi followi otion :—
beg to move the following motion : £ di . att
i i the purpose of discussing 2 matter of ||
Thmurglhglt[—! ‘;;’sc o f‘dJOUfﬂ o nampeIY: i"cﬁal realisation of land
A . . . onine  from the tenants in respect
which is still continuing e ion of Suna J?t’ |

iitam lands in Suresh
bylh(.( diStriCt- d Id the HO“SC th 1
R . Asl have already to ; at
th l’-{he e '):Lc;:‘iirslsi%g[gfyﬁnd 10-day and ther¢ 1$ already one adjoun:.. .
¢ House is nto o oved ar 3-30 p.m- think that when notice of this
mene motion to be movel, & %3P " safficiendly TE 10° Frawn ¢ of the
ho':)o membcr, Government will be drawn to this |

Attention of the h hi
A s ini .~ charge will take note of this. g
mﬂﬁ'ﬁlﬁ"ﬁﬁ\ﬁf&%&&“ A‘fﬁr 0 e She pointed attention of the

Hon'ble Minister been drawn to it ? CHAUDHURI: Yes, Sir. |
The Hon'ble Srijut ROHINI K%hggR O Honble Minister bropose |

Maulavi MUNAWWA?R ALL: ,
o inaaulavi M ce .
injtiate jnqulrles 2 sut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I have

f
|
|

The matter is continuing for along |
rs to be ina miuch more
1

b

land revenue from Hiam |
HOWDHURY: Sir, I |

alread files. s i i
ready gone hrougR BRI, HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY: Will the illegal
s ﬁjugel'i%%lﬁ?ui?vMAR CHAUDHURI: 1 am not in

a position to say that there is an illcgal realisation.
et 4 c y dvised His Excellency in
addres

Enquiry whether the Couacil of Ministry &
the a of his ]

I want to get this informa ion,

ter in this House wh :ther

to-day in prepariii; his

Babu KSHIRODE CHANDRA DEB: .
May 1 know from the Hon’ble Chief Minis

Sir.
His Excellency

the Counci i i
py iy 1 of Ministry advised

@S>
The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: The

| Couicil of Ministry did not advise.

.. Babu KSHIRODE CHANDRA DEB: Are you going to forego that

tight ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMM
Is no such right under the Acty.' AD SAADULLA. There
Babu KSHIRODE CHANDRA DEB:
l:m\wu';ltiolr_tl by ?dvi:ing His Exccllency.
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMA . .
my hon. friend be pleased to be a little more pat‘icntl?z’ SAADULLA: Wil
Babu KSHIRODE CHANDRA DEB: Till thc Ministry

{Laughter).

You might as well crcate a

is stable ?

Salary of Ministers

Srijut SARVESWAR BARUA: Sir t .
Babu Kshirode Cbandra Deb asked **What is ¥1c15c e‘:::ZUn:nz;f :1 (lm. friend .
paid_to the f\dolmslcrs" ? The answer was given to the effect th:tat‘}'ay “ be.
not in a position to say as they did not know it till then. Now, Si B e
know'rif arg arr';?unt has becn fixed for them ? » ST, May we
he Hon’ble Maulavi Saivid Sir MUHAMM
nothing to ;gcll{ i?Ewl\mt I said ycsterday. AD SAADULLA: I have
Srijut SWAR BARUA: Are the i . s
withg;l}: k{—llOWirl;lg v;;l;at thcirscmolumcnts woulg bgeo;n(g 1.(:&}::?) as Ministers
e Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD 3G
have already started work. MM SAADULLA:. We
Salary of the 8peaker

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER :  As the questio: i i

ghF Ministers has been brought in I take 2his op‘;)gxiﬂ?tl;e:o t‘s)tbf pglc‘! ro
this House that so far as I am concerned as | have come to occu ah? haie
as a member from the Congress party, with regard to th}:y :lclsst_Chaul:
salary, I shall always be bound by the Congress principles ?\ d o fa
as 1 am aware the angrcss decision is that a congress ma:; taI:3 3
under the new Constitution, should not ask for a sala ’f ing office
un 5}?10 la m:ggl Cheers), ry of more than

fau avi UL MATIN CHAUDHURY : i i
tion, Sir. May I know if a congress man is elected t??h: (%(l,::itr (;xf gn!l'c));ma-
by th'f‘l}:‘ d;f:lsn(m ev;;n il he occupies that Chair ? » he s bound

e Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The resen.t i
belongs to_the Congress party in this Holl)lsc and g:cz;;:;dotf; tolbcl:f:u Chaie
Chair on the strength of the Congress decision. The fact that h Py e
mem.ber of the Congress Pa.rty in the Assembly and that he was set io 2 a
can.dlslatc for the Speakership by that Party cannot be forgotte : ‘X, d in
deciding what salary he is to accept, which is his personal ri%‘airn‘ th ot
gress principles should prevail with him, although he has cease,d s Gon-
member of the Congress Party in the Assembly. to bea

'Ih‘dhaull:a!vn ’MUNAWWAR ALI: Ts that in respect of salary al
e Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Yes. In respect of salary alt:r):e one ¥

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: I h i i
Mau}‘a'ﬁli l\{tlmaw'gy Ali and it runs at\;l:sre::fvod notice of a motion from
s House disapproves the action of Government in issui i
wfarrtnts t:]akmg the raiyats by surprise, for realisation (c:v’lt'ulcr;n :t‘:slllm::go dgstrca
of accumulated arrear revenues from raivats owning lande in 323,‘-’3)2



€

H. ” o . . e e . o . s
e c:lorgi n:: g;u:ﬁr:gan_;r Sull;dm;xon in the district of Sylhet at this cri-
payn;:cms." year when the raiyats are incapable of making any
'he Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Now, I would like to ask the hon. mem-
ber whether _this is a matter of general public importance. o not
Maulavi MUNNAWWAR ALI: = Yes, Sir. It is a matter of general
public importance inasmuch as it involves a big principle which, if oncc ap-
plied to a certain part of a country, may be applied clsewhere. Therefore

itis a matter of general public importance. Government must not be
allowed to apply a principle which is wrong and which they can take
‘Therefore everyonc i3

advantage of by citing precedence in other places.

interested in the matter.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : [ also hold that this is a matter of
general public importance, more specially on the facts which have been

stated by the hon. member. He says that it is of general public importance
But under Rule 77 (1)

because the policy of the Government is wrong. i
I disallow this motion on the ground that the Minister in charge did not

give his consent.
Khan Sahib Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN :
at principles

last made by the Chair, may I know wh

by the Congress regarding......
Babu KSHIRODE CHANDRA DEB:

and the adjournment motion must be movec.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Yes. Srijut

move his motion now.

Adjournment motion re. inadeguacy

t{: the sufferers of Simaluguri and Joka
mauzas

Srijut KRISHNA NATH SARMA : 1 beg,

House do adjourn for purpose of discussing a matter of urgent public impor-
: i g’nment to the sufferers of Simalu-

tance viz., inadequacy of relief by the Gov he s 2
guri and jokaicf:tlxk, and Teok ymouzas in Sibsagar district from a terrible
cyclone c1using immense distress which still continues.” .
beg to submit that was an eye-witness
at had bzen done;

Sir, in this connection [
the occurrence and I saw the damage th
extent of damage.

duri
visited every family and I can testify as to the .
Within a few minutes seven villages and 125 familics lost their houses—

has been destroyed and yet there W
i have been given to understand that an

is being made but the result is not yet out. Whenit will be
body knows. A non-official enquiry was held and finished
and I have received areport in which they stated that the total damage
estimated is this terrible havoc has caused
jmmense loss, but this Government has not taken notice of it. It is
je that inspite of this fact being ublished in thc newspapers from
the Government at Shillong ias taken no notice of it.
a new cra has been

day to day, .
Sir, we have been told that from the 1st of April
il among the mass people.

opened and that pcace and prospeérity will preva | 8
But whether this Constitution which has been highly advertised is at all 2
blessing to the people, or whether this Constitution is really for a few or
not for many or whether a favoured few be well provided and the people
in general be faced with starvation, etc., are yct to be seen. Whether damage
js done by?c{opc or-flood or byany other accident, the people are left to
themselves. It is no.concern of the overnment, it appears. Sol submit

From the statement
have been laid down

I sce it is already 3-30 p.1m.

Krishna Nath Sarma can

of relief by Government
ichuk and Teok

Sir. to move—** That this

as no attention, no relicf

@9

therefore that immediate steps should be taken and sufficient grant should
pe paid. Therefore. T anneal to mv hon.  collaagues an to all of you here
in the nam= of humanitv tn consider this mation in the right spirit ’
.Khan B:}hadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: Sir, I rise to supp;)rt this
motion. This cyclone came all on a sudden when the people of the locality
were not prepared for it. Their houses were blown away. I heard that it
was so strong that even the birds and animals were blown off in the sky and
they drgpped down. Unfortunately, the Deputy Commissioner was not at
the station at the time, and when he came to the station, he went to the
lace and he himself was convinced that a thing like this never happened
f9re and that it was a great calamity for the pcople of those villages in
which the cyclone took place. He could not give any relief to them but
isved a subscription list and perhaps a small amount of money was collected
and it was distributed among the villagers, but T must say at once that this
relicf was most inadequate. The Dcputy Commissioner himself told me
that 60 houses were affected by this incident and that many families were
ruined and that eranaries were also affected. T did not really understand
why the Deputv Commissioner did not ask Government for giving relief to
these people. Perhaps T may sav without any fear of contradiction that if an
occurrence like this had taken place in a tea garden and if the houses of the
coolies were blown off in this way, tea garden managers or proprietors
would have come fgrward to give relief to their own coolies (laughter) ;
put Government did not give any sort of relief to these poor villagcrs:
Sir, it is stated that those people whose houses were blown away have not
yet been able to build up their houses again. They are poor people and
anv small relief that could have been given bv Government would have been
welcome. I therefore strongly urge that the present Government would
come forward to give a substantial grant for the relief of these poor people.
1 do not surely blame the present Government for not giving any relief,
pecanse at that time the present Ministry was not in existence. If anybody'
is to be hlamed it is their predecessors, but as the present Government is a
popular Government and as the Ministers are the representatives of the peo-
w1 hope they will have some kindness for the people and give immediate
relief. (Hear, hear).
Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKTA: Ona point of information, Sir.
May [ know from the hon. mover what is the present condition of the affect-
ed people—whethcr they arc living now under the trees or starving ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Order, order. When the matter is going
to be discussed now, the hon. member should not interrupt. Every bon.
member‘has got the right to sneak and he can deliver a speech and raise all
these points and the Hon’ble Minister in charge would certainly reply to all
the points that will be raised.

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINT KUMAR CHAUDHURI: These are
not certainly points of order. What the hon. member wants to know is
that whether the pcm?le are living under the trees or starving. I hope the
hon. member will enlighten us on that point.

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER : That can be done by means of a speech
instead of raising points for information.

_Kh_an Sahib Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: May I know, Sir, what
action, if any, was taken by the Deputy Commissioner of the district ?

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER : If any hon. member wants to know all
these he may deliver a speech instead of asking all thesc questions.
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Maulavi Asy i
RAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY: Sir, I shoul /)

t B . ’
tgaél;he Hon’ble Minister in charge should make it a point to give ?v’l?cf
Ofrcliel;qor people, as we are now in a new era. Sir, so far as the gy./inf
not a 1S concerncd, we find that district officers are very slow. 33 P
perso l;larnculz{r case in the district of Sibsagar, but I should say, from mYy
off Nal experience, that whenever there is a question of relief, dis‘fio‘

Cers are always slow.

to anauJavz MUNAWWAR ALI: I ask for your special permission, gifs
Wh ow one little point from the Hon’ble Minister in charge and it is ypis
e}I{hdld this matter first come to his notice ? That date I want.
e Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: On the b

of April, 1937,
Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Since when the Hon’ble Minister (o ¥

steps in the matter.
The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I think ,p

the morning of the 8t April 1937 at 8 a.m.

Babu KSHIRODE GHANDRA DEB:—On a point of order, Sir. ff
any motion like this is before the House, I think, we must, first of all, yFf
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Department to answer the questiq, »
If any other question arises it may be answered afterwards.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : If a motion like this is moved, cv.
member can take his chance, including the Hon’ble Minister, to make
speech. There is no hard and fast rule that 2 question should be answer
as soon as the mover moves his motion. The hon. mover may speak an/

the Hon’ble Minister may wait till he knows all the facts, and then he my v
reply to the hon. member’s point. .
Babu KSHIRODE CHXNDRA DEB: You may prescribe an orde,

under rule 35.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: I am not going to prescribe it j“&z

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I thank th
hon. mover of the motion for the adjournment of the House for the spirit Q:
co-operation which he has displayed. Indeed, Sir, the matter woqld not hay,
come to the Fointed attention of this House but for the step which he tog

on the 7th of April and if he had heard what action Government has taken;
or the adjournment o

I feel confidect that he would not press his motion fi

the House. Sir, even if I were in his place to-day, I would not have fe]

disposed to move a motion of this king. I take it that the hon. mover doeg

not hold Government responsible for the cyclone and the consequeny
es.

Sir, the Deputy Commissioner of Sibsagar visited the locality two dayy
after the occurrence and on the 18th February he sent a report to the
Government, from which, Sir, it was clear that the matter was taken
in hand by him. After that, Sir, the Government was waiting to see whae
actually the Deputy Commissioner needed and the tour diary of the Deputy
Commissioner shows that a local relief committee was already started and
people were being helped and mcdical assistance was given. Now, Sir, in

an occurrence of this sort, what the Deputy Commissioner generally does

now

ee

bthe Private Secretary to His Excellency the Governor of Assam and it
vas dated 2nd April 1937. Well, Sir, that letter, with its enclosures, was
brwarded to the Government and it was actually received in the
Awam Secretariatonly on the 7th April 1937. S, it will appear that be-
tween 18th February 1937 and 7th April 1937 no prayer for any relief,
tther from official or non-official quarters, was received by the Govern-
ment. Now, Sir, on reccipt of that application together with the report
fthe non-official Enquiry Committce, the Government sent a teclegram to
the Deputy Commissioner for information as to what was being donc and
what was needed. I will just read, Sir, the text of the telegram, which
wag sent. Immediately after receipt of that letter this telegram was sent

to the Deputy Commissioner of Sibsagar :—

“ Please refer to your tour diary entry dated 18th February 1937
and wire what steps taken to ascertain actual estimate of
damage and whether any relicf asked for was provided™.

That was, Sir, the telegram sent on the 8th April and to-day we have
received a reply to it. It is stated that the enquiry is still proceeding and
that the Jocal non-official relief fund has helped the needy people.

Now, Sir, what we propose to do in this matter is this: we shall ask
the Deputy Commissioner to expedite the cnquiry and to let us know the
actual extent of the damage caused by the cyclone. We shall, Sir, also
atk the Deputy Commissioner to suspend the realisation of the land revenne
in the affected area. Furthermore, Sir, we are going to ask the Forest
Authorities, through the Deputy Commissioner, to supply to actually needy
people bamboos and other forest pioduce, which are necessary for building
the houses, free of any royalty. Then, Sir, we propose to ask the Deputy
Commissioner to let us know if any gratuitous relicf is nceded immediately
and if we find that some gratuitous relicf is immecdiately needed we shall
certainly do our best to help the people in that respect. More than that,
Sir, we are unable to do.

Srijut MAHI CHANDRA BORA: Ona point of information, Sir.
We have heard that granaries had been broken, seeds were destroyed and
crops were damaged. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Agriculture
break his significant silence in the Session and say whether he would be in
a position to supply seeds to the cyclone affected people of that locality ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi MUHAMMAD ALI HAIDAR KHAN: We
have heard from the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Revenue Department
that as soon as we get the report from the Deputy Commissioner, we will
take over the matter in hand. Idon’t see why we should not give any
relief in this matter.

Babu KSHIRODE CHANDRA DEB:
Hon'ble Minister in charge of Agriculture.

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUHAMMAD ALI HAIDAR KHAN: I say,

that assoon as we get the report from the Deputy Commissioner we
I don’t sce why we should not

We could not follow the

Sir,
shall see what we can do in this matter.
help the people.

Srijut RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: Sir, I only want toadd a few
words to what my hon. friend has already said. I hail from the same
district and, so, I am in a position to say something of the facts relating to

is to ask the Circle Officer to enquire about the extent of the damage and
to take steps accordingly. In the meantime, while the Sub-Deputy Collec-
tor’s enquiry was proceeding a non-official enquiry was held and they
completed their labour sometime before the 2nd April 1937. On the 2nd
Apri? 1937, the report of the non-official Enquiry Committee was forwarded
to His Excellency the Governor of Assam. A letter was addressed, Sir,

the cyclone affairs. I beg to submit, Sir, that it is the way of Government
always to minimise the distress of the people ; that is our experience. But
as my hon. friend the Hon'ble Minister in charge has given the assurancle that

suspension of the realisation of land revenue would be given effect to,
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not very much press the motion. But, Sir, I would submit that it wasd‘;;"ﬁ

duty of the Deputy Commissioner to have scnt an earlier report an

should also have visited the locality earlier. The occurrence took plat ited
the 14th of February, but the Decputy Commissioner, we understand; V:;“
the place on the 18th February. Asa matter of fact, the dclay of 4 daySs
Sir, in a matter of this disastrous naturc goes to show what interest or s}
pathy the Deputy Commissioner may have......... .
DHURI: Ona P"mysf

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAU by 4 da
of order, Sir. I do not understand what the hon. member means hy Deputy
delay. The occurrence took place on the 14th February andé lea o,tho
Commissioner visited the locality on the 16th. So, therc was a clay
days only. . ir. still then, the

Srijut RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: All right, Sir, s;;:e ct“; " er is
delay of two days cannot be condoned (laughter), because (o8 C " qur
not only local but it Has spread throughout the whole of t ilay Had the
friends the Congress party visited the locality on the s‘"“d“c he would have
Peputy Commissioner visited the locality on the same cay, i 00 ie
seen more havoc because in two days the p_coplc had fo}";vc not yct been
some of their houses. In some places the big Namghar: h
constructed. I think the cost of construc

tion of those Ni‘:‘m%ha;;l v\;?,:xl,d
i t 4
amount to'some thousands. So, I submit :23: the relief, if a g
ry

i been realise
should be very adequate and not a palt like évha}t 1;35 to(ﬁxpport the
i.e., Rs.150 only, which is ludicrous. With these worcs, to g%ve a hand:ome
motion and request the Hon’ble Minister in charge

amount for the relief of the poor people.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MU
certain statements made by the hon. me
must contradict the statement of my hon. fric S otances.
ment always rninimise the distress in these cxrcg Stances: ch I am going to
of the Deputy Commissioner dated the 18th Febru }',;' WhiC end is unfounded.
read to the House to show that the statement of myh o Jolent whirlwind
His report is this :—** I have the honour to repor tt ‘:;c 3 over parts of the
covering about one-fourth of a mile in _width pl% S mon in Simoluguri
villages Bareghoriapathar, Dulia Bharali and Ch(:’x ragn ™) in Jakaichuk
Mauza, Jorhat Sadar and Majnoragaon (Bam TI%15 on February 1937
Mauza.’in Sibs r Subdivision, at about 8 a.m- on

13 down con-=
Almost all the houses and fruit-trees of 81 families Were ebll(;)wgcrsons (both
verting some bastis to Fasingati and

Takalabari, and i help is being
women and children) were injured. Necessary mci_lu‘c;ilmiscsp the extent
rendered . I do not think that this report in any way
of damage, or the prey of the cyclone. ome

Next, my hon. friend took objection to the fact thacturtr};i c?.cpft)t'hicn:k A
missioner visited these villages two days after 'thed ‘I?han e ur Maulavi
he had been listening to the speech of my hon. frien: Jhan Oalict in which
Reramat Ali, who comes from Jorhat Subdivision o t ; ot the Deputy
the villages affected are situated, he would have hear Lhar e D
Commissioner at that time was out on tour. Ever Yb\o/ {] consisting 0
knows that Sibsagar is the biggest district in the Assanlt z;l iy g

subdivisions which no other district 1in the Valley has.
that the Deputy Commissioner was in a distant corner O
he was thus prevented to come to the place of distress earlier.
1 think, Sir, I have placed sufficient materials before the House to Sh'Ozw
that the District authorities in no way minimised the distress or are guilty

Sf degligence.

It may
£ the district and

Jace OX*

€Aq

Srijut DEVESWAR SARMA : Sir, certain of my friends wanted to
know what was tne extent of the damage caused by the cyclone. Before they
understand the situation they must understand that in our district of Sibsagar
a cyclone in its real sense is practically unknown and unheard of. So when
on the morning of the 14th of February last all of a sudden a cyclone came
the poor inhabitants did not know what it was and what was to be donc ;
they became panic-stricken.  ‘T'he havoc was done in a couple of minutes—ijt
came and it swept off everything in its way. I cannot give a better descrip-
tion of it than the Deputy Commissioner has donc—{hear ! hear !)—good
prosperous villages were converted into faringati—( faringati is land where only
grass and shrubs and small trees grow)— and prosperous bastis were converted
fnto takalabari, which means a barren place. So within a couple of minutes
villages were rendered into faringati and takalabari. In my opinion the
area affected was 3 or 4 miles in length - (of course I shall stand corrected
because I have never measured the arca) —but I cannot believe that the
Deputy Commissioner could not have visited the place carlier. Now, as
for the extent of the damage, there werc—

In Jokaichuk, Charingiagaon—18 families affected.
In Lakdmgia “es ves 13 ”» ”

Total 31 families.
Number of houses damaged—62.
Value ol houses damaged—3,472 rupees.
In Jorhat—Simoluguri mauza-—Lutharakhon—3 families.

Dulia Bharali ... o 28 s

Robi . ‘e 30 s

Barghoriapathar e 14 >
Total 5

Value of houses damaged—Rs.12,992.
Total number of houses damaged was 113.
In Teok—Jagduar—2 families affected.
Sonari—2 . »
Total families affected — 110.
» houses damaged— 300.
» value of houses damaged— Rs. 16,800.
Namghars damaged ... 3.
Schools » 2.
his Rs. 16,800 is estimated as damage to house property alone by the
pon-official Congress Enquiry Committee. It does not show the extent of
the damagc to crops.

Another hon. member wanted to know whether the people were stil]
gtarving or were still living under treces. 1 am pained to hecar such a ques.
tion. it savours of inhumanity. 'We who are placed in  better circumstances
today may enquire whether thesc poor people were really living under
trees or bamboo clumps. If anyone expected to hear that they were livin
under trees or bamboo clumps even now he will be disappointed (hea.r! heart)
for there is such a thing as the Congress Organization in that district, bug
even if there was not, the people would certainly have done something out of

their instinct.
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Now, the next point at issue is, when the enquiry will be completed,
I am thankful to the Hon'ble Minister that he is holding an enquiry, but]
want to know when that enquiry will be completed. 1 confess a feeling of
grave doubt that if the Ministry has a reasonable chance of certainty that
enquiry may never be heard of. (Laughter.)

Now, Sir, I am sorry if I am providing meterial for laughter, but thi
is 2 motion which requiries sympathetic consideration. When we are
dealing with such a serious question like this it ill behoves us to laugh. Sir,
the occurrence took place on cf.lhe 1];3:1}:10}‘1‘ Febnl'luary 193t7, ?'!:g st fact

peared i wspa and I thi ave the support of the Deputy
é I N e The f a Deputy ComI:nissioner under the

Commissioner in this. The report o

iti ime i believed even if it supports a motion brought by the
British regime is to be believed ev pli's tsa motion brought Y

Congress. The fact appeared in the newspapers — :
The%rx?ezﬁon is, did thgpé:vcmment stretch a helping har’ld to the staggering
humanity of the place? What are we told by the Hon’ble Minister ? He
mentions the extent of damage, but he has not told us that any help has
been rendered. We have only been told that a private subscription was
started by the Deputy Commissioner who headed the list with a donation of
Rs. 10 (laughter) and that some Rs. 150 was_realxscd. Sir, we have to be

teful for small mercies, but the question 13 whether any adequate assis

fance was rendered by the Government. .
i in to two questions — the past Ministry and the
mzmm mS:rgc?;?if the pasthinistry rendered any help we , ,would
grave been told to-day “well, we have rendered tl\l}xs th?:lgx,n csshutth eup(iues tli;:t
o ex .
nothing has been done by the past Ministry. e T ndoubtedly we
whether the present Ministry has been doing any! ing. U ot
i that this Ministry has not had enoug .
whiiunil;:ertol}gs told us that he heard of it only on the 7th tc)lf :}ptrﬁl V:'e have
to believe the Hon'ble Minister if he says that he hearc !?i cL otc hun-encc
only on the 7th of April, but I cannot refrain from thinking that he must

bave heard of it before that date....cceeeerenseese . .
Rai Bahadur PROMODE CHANDRA DUTT : Officially !

H i divide the

ij WAR SARMA : Well, Sir, then I have to 1

Hon’si)?gmhli)iﬁgt%rs into two different water-tight co,r!x:lpa;firpe.ms + one

the Hon’ble Minister as Minister and the other the Hon b erd mf!s'ter asa

. cerson with flesh and blood. If he says that he heard of it on the

Elctm il, then how can he account for the c:gh;n%x} dl;gx:ug"tg:cge?vc;g gzg

h . or +o this
1st to Tth of April ? Again the question 13 l eda  this ocourence e putr

4 i i cal € 0!
lished in 21 papcll)'f; Mnn&irwazgexﬁg has been started with certain ideas

of the same Hon’ *ble Minister is the Editor of that
and s going on even now.  The o P disaster took place, houses were

; i hat
Praon. It was reported ity %gt:ivr: hon. members who are now havin

were damaged. 0
brgﬁi:sndm?ﬁ up and af::n our Valley, spent sleepless nights an,
pr:stless days in moving about in their anxiety to do good to the people
after their elections. Some one moved down from hill top to Jorhat
more than once. All this surely was for the good of the people, be-
cause otherwise this does not admit of gny'other interpretation. But
what about their not hearing anything of this disaster v'vhxch was reported
in all papers. Sir, we have advanced far in civilisation and we cannot
call a spade a spade. We have to take every one at his face value and

say they are gentlmen and we should believe them.

()

.. the hon. member Khan Bahadur Keramat Ali supported the
moﬁﬁﬁ"f,’;ﬁs ;:;}, statement that the Deputy Cosnmissioner has dggg all that
he could do, cuts 3t the root of this censure motion.

Klao S hadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALL: On a point of personal
explanation, Si, I did not say that, I said that the Deputy Commissioner
did not do what he should have done.

Srijut DEBESWAR SARMA : Thanks, then I am atone with him
(laughter). Sir, during the disaster some m.ak?shxft bandobust for housing the
victims of the cyclone, was done and it is carried on like that now.
Even the trees have been uprooted and we have read in the newspapers that
all the crops have been destroyed, the granaries were ruined, houses
blown and all that remained is a miserable spectacle.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. member has got only two
minutes to finish his speech.

Srijut DEBESWAR SARMA : T shall sit down in one minute. I appeal
to the hon. members through you Sir, in the name of humanity to support
this motion and not to feclshy of doing so because the Government may
not be pleased for that. In the name of humanity if the House supports this
motion that would serve as a caution to the Government to give the people
the dire help they need. Sir, the Hon’ble the Chief Minister has been pleased
to say that the Government did not minimise the disaster and loss and he
quotes the telegram_or the report of the Deputy Commis ioner. But he does
not state what the Government did to alleviate the distress of the sufferers.
I know how tons of tears can be shed but that does not feed the hungry
nor provide house to_ the houseless. It is said that the Deputy Commissioner
sent doctors. But, Sir, the first doctor that was requisitioned was by hon.
Mr. Krishna Nath Sarma. The Deputy Commissioner himself has taken
three full days to go there. The place was at a distance of 18 miles from the
headquarters and the road was motorable and still it has taken three days
for him to come there. But when there is the slightest trouble in a tea
estate he at once runs up thh. the paraphernalia of power, prestige, and
imperialism— the Gurkha police. In the case of the woman thatstood in
immediate need of medical relief the doctor was sent for from the Jhanzi
local dispensary. After sometime, he stopped coming and a Jorhat Doctor
was deputed by the Deputy Commissioner. After a few days he was also
stopped and the Jhanzi Doctor wanted fees to come, which of course the
&oor wgman could not pay and she died without any medical aid towards

¢ end.

Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA : Sir, this was an occurrence of
the past and it took place before the new constitution came into_existence.
I think that the Hon’ble Minister under the new constitution is not and
should not be held responsible for that action done in the old constitution.

In view of the statement placed by the Hon’ble the Chief Minister before
the House, I think the hon. mover ought to withdraw the motion.

Maulavi ABDUU MATIN CHAUDHURY: Mr. Speaker, the hon.
Mover of the motion and the hon. member Srijut Debeswar Sarma have
%’pealed to the House in the name of humanity to support this motion.

e, Sir, have got every sympathy for the unfortunate sufferers of this
:Yclone and whatever support it is in our power to give we will give it
eadily. But I think, it is rather not fair to the Government Benches to
j\a)' that they are not sympathetic towards the objects of this motion.
s:_.one time, I thought of rising to congratulate the Hon'ble Minister
ahljut Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri on the sympathetic attitude he has

own in this matter. The Government recognise that there has been

Jug
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distress and they are also alive to the ne::cssity of help to the

?33:‘: before the enquiry was finished, the Hon blz Minister has Drg )

ertain concessions and he has also promised further concessiong :;};‘,Q

p cumstances required it. Under these circumstances, I do not thj, tﬁq

:}I)ris House will be justified in censuring the Government th‘lough “\3

motion. 1 would appeal to the hon. mover of the motion to mthdl‘a thi:
iven by the Government. ) . i

on t%aﬁuggﬁelg‘(’)cDE YCHANDRA DEB: By way of mformatlon‘ i

will the Hon’ble Minister for Agriculture lcj:)t us know the cxtent of !%six.'

"o in the area affected by this cvclone I o

eropS . Hon'ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : _Sir, 1

no official information, excepting what has been said in the report ofave

Non-official Enquiry Committce. The Non-official Enquiry Commite, thy

submitted a report and there it is stated that the extent of the damage }‘?«

h as to Rs. 52,000 in all.
g %EECKSHIRODE CHANDRA DEB:

i ! loss. . ¢

extent of the agricultura MAR CHAUDHURI: I ha,
The Hon’ble Srijut %‘g:tl Ihl\i: nlgt[{reen stated in the non-official r: Rq
Tt

. . t all, Sir. t , ! rep,
mfgabut;ggl-?lRODE CHANDRA DEB: Did the Hon’ble Mm'sle.;.
The

. - it ?
charge of Agriculture enqlglifme\lll;mf{t L;MAR GHAUDHURI : ,
Deputy Commissioncr will  sub .tOle

ches the Government as ear]y, ;;

Sir, I want to know only

N

The Hon’ble Srijut R
matter is under enquiry apd the
rt. I shall see that this report rea

ssible. HAN . 1 think, Sir, Agricult
i Babu Ks?fghl'{? gf)' ?thon’t]?lg%/IBEgh.audhuril. n 08 tre Iy
not 1%;:%‘::,&:: Maulavi Saiyid_Sir MUII)'L%;‘:’;‘I\?)‘?‘B giArADULLA: The
matter is beli;{jgﬁil\cxit gi—ll}}\;\?l)t?{ingXigK;A: On a point of informatio

. £ n
S?J‘:;nt to know when the enquiry was first started and how many mg l‘e’

Sir. 1 Wl lak
months it will taxe. DRA GOGOI: I would suggest, Sir,
Sri-":‘; ntEB&ngﬁfgm if the Government would agree to

A )
the I'm:;llent of a mixed committee of both officiais and non-officialg e
appom

to
enqmi\x;[c;:‘:‘x;:itg% g%;&t{ch AHMAN: Sir, after the claborate exposition .o

Maulavi, ne-affccted area by my hon. friend from Jorh,
the s‘mat}io?tll?etg%\?z:xnent has not given any dcfinite assurance in thté
we find tl?om what we have heard from the official side as well as fron
matter. rover of the motion there cannot be any reason to say that g
the hon.ullé’be extended to these poor people in the affected arca. In gy,
help sho antry also, Sir, namely, the Surma Valley, these cyclones zp,

art of the O ant occurrence. I mean to say we mect with it almog,
almost of con: What I want to submit in this connection is that the Hon'p)e
every year 1d, whenever there is a similar occurrence in any area, he
Minister, sbouc, upon the Government the nccessity of taking proper

urge . . A
prepared to mcégt the distress in the affected area.  With these words, Sjr,

meas e new Government, or rather the popular Govcml.nem

Iwouldbrgﬁlﬁzt]:g by my hon. friend Khan Bahadur Keramat Ali, ¢o
hat ehandle the situation and help the distressed people.

propeily "“HTRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARIT: Sir, when we
ga :h: mover of the motion, we all felt very sorry for the suffermg

hear f these unfortunate villages. We are glad to find that the Govern-

ﬁei&lso sympathetic in this matter and are tryirg to help these people,

that

L

put the question is when this help is going to be given. The Government
pave said that an enquiry is being made and as soon as the report reaches
em they would try to give the necessary help. Nobody knows when thig
£nqUITY. 1s going to be completed. Now, Sir, as we are finishing our Assemn.
Jv business to-day, I think it would be a good idea if the Hon’ble Minister
s charge of Revenue would undertake a tour to that unfortunate localj
jthout any further loss of time to ascertain the extent of damagle by his
personal observation, and then pass orders to give the necessary hep to the
eople, without waiting for the official report. If they can do that, Sir, I
P ink 1t will satisfy all.

The Hon’ble Rev. J.J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Sir, I shall speak 4
few ‘yords, since the hon. member, Srijut Debeswar Sarma referred to a
edical Officer who was alleged to have taken fees at the time. I should
gery much like to know whether this is really a fact. This is what I find,
sir, in the report of the Deputy Commissioner which was received in the
gonth of February. *“Medical aid has been provided by the Civil Syr.
eon for the iniured and 2 local committee is functioning to provide relief
emporarily to the destitute. Loca! people have been very prompt to he}
¢heir neighbours. An accurate estimate of the damage will be ascertaine
in due course . Now, Sir, itappears that medical aid has been render.
¢d and in my mind I cannot think of any medical officer taking fees
der these circumstances.
Maulavi MUNAWWARALI: But what we hear, Sir, is that it js a

ct.
fu The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Sir, we will make
an enquiry if any such thing has been done. And if the hon. member
will give us the name of the Medical Officer who has taken fees, we shall
pe very glad to make enquiries.

Srijut DEBESWAR SARMA: On a point of explanation, Sir.
what I said is that the Jhanzie Medical Officer demanded fees later on. If
further stated that a Jorhat doctor was sent to start with, but after a few
days, about the time that the woman who was injured and almost dying, no
reliel was given. So the poor woman could not avail of any medical
assistance. I repeat my statement, Sir, and I stand by it.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Hon'ble Minister said he wanted
to know the name of the Medical Officer concerned.

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Yes, Sir, if his name
js given we shall make the necessary enquiry.

Babu BIPIN BLHARI DAS: It seems, Sir, that the cyclone took

jace on the 14th February and it is two months now. May we know

when this enquiry is going to be finished and when this relief is going to
reach the destitute ? I want to know the maximum time required for
this purpose.

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Sir, all
that 1 can say is that I expect a very early report and I shall do what
pest can  be done.

Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: May I know, Sir, when this
enquiry was started ?

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : The
enquiry was started on the 15th February. The Deputy Commissioner
states in his report that ihe enquiry is being made. . .

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN : 'Is it not strange, Sir, that this enquiry
bas taken two months and it is not yet finished ? If things go on like this,
it is impossible to expect anything before itis too late.
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. The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : [ think the motion has been sufficient),
d?ﬁgussed. It is better for the hon. member to decide his course gf
action.

. Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: On a point of informaﬁOn,
Sir. Will the relief be started only after the enquiry is finished ?

Srijut KRISHNA NATH SARMA: While I am thankful to thy
Hon’Lle Minister for the statement he has made, I would suggest MYy Owq
terms viz., that Government should do away with the official enquiry anq
depend upon the non-official enquiry report that has been submitted and oy
the basis of that report give some gratuitous relief immediately. That j
my first point. The second point is that the people of the affected areg
should be granted remission of land revenue and allowed to have free supply
of forest materials for the construction of their houses. These are my termy

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Does the hon. member mean tO‘_ Say
that he will withdraw his motion if the Hon'ble Minister undertakes to fulfi]
these conditions ?

Srijut KRISHNA NATH SARMA : On these conditions I am Pre.
pared to withdraw my motion. .

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: If the Hon'ble Minister does not
agree then you will press the motion ?

Srijut KRISHNA NATH SARMA : Yes, Sir.

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: g::;. éofggd
that I have very little to add to what I have alrcady said. Wed e havg
to wire to the Deputy' Commissioner to expedite thc matter an 25 Now
already said, I will do my best to get his report as early as PUS}S",ch is to be
I can only inform the House that if the extent of r(-mnssxomh WC' - mission
granted to the affected areas, do not cxcced Rs. 10,000, tdeh onec d no:
er will be competent to deal with the matter hxmseI:I an 'e-‘on excen]
send any recommendation to Government. But should the Grcmlsslmcm i
that amount, the papers will be sent t» Government anqbl overn
certainly consider the question as sympatheticaily as possi e. v what

As regards the gratuitous relief we are also making em}“"’ﬂ‘: taife Deputy
amount is really necessary and unless we receive a report h1'¢:> e When
Commissioner, it is not possible for us to do anything 111" t °w“;‘ shail get it
we get the report from the Dcputy Commissioner, (I hope
soon), we shall give our carcful consideration to 1t

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: I am afraid the Hon’blcwlk"i:t’"fvtl;!;
has not answered the question put forward by the hon. m;:w:r.e MR
wanted to know is whether Government is ready to accept the repo
non-official enquiry committee. .

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CH.AUDH(I:JRI :nlI ftaﬂx‘t;}
accept the non-official committec’s report in jts entirety. %;a‘ };ssioner’s

taken into consideration alongside that of the Deputy mr:!:;atc b
report. And I can add this that if any distress has been acce? 2 y
reason of delay in sending the report, certainly we are very sorry lor . . mad

Srijut KRISHNA NATH SARMA: Inview of the statement made
by the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge and by the Hon’ble the Chief Minister
before the House I beg leave of the House to withdraw the motion.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Then has the hon. member leave to
withdraw the motion ?

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Yes.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The motion stands withdrawn.

(V)

Election of membhers to the Assam Communications Board

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER: Asa result of voting for the election
¢ight members to the Assam Communications Board the following meme
ﬂfds have been elected :—

v 1. Srijut Mahi Chandra Bora,
2. Mr. Arun Kumar Chanda,
3. Srijut Santosh Kumar Barua,
4. Srijut Siddhi Nath Sarma,
S. Srijut Lakshesvar Barooah,
6. Babu Dakshina Ranjan Gupta Chaudhuri,
7. Maulvi Muhammad Amjad Ali, and
8. Mr. Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed.

p,¢¢:tion of a member to the Eastern Bengal Railway Local Advisory
Committee

As a result of voting for the election of one member to the Eastern Bengal
ailway Advisory Comamittee, Srijut Purandar Sarma has been elected.

iac,;g;ic:m of members to the Assam-Bengal Railway Local Advisory
Committee

As a result of voting for the election of two members to the Assam-

al Railway Advisory Committee, Srijut Haladhar Bhuyan and Babu
?g;grode Chandra Deb have been elected. y

Public Accounts Committee

Mr. F. W. HOCKENHULL: May weknow the result of voting on
(he Public Accounts Committee ? Y ¢ Hng

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER: The counting is proceeding and
whe? the result is out it will be announced in the Gazette.

Prorogation of the Assembly

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER: In exercise of the powers conferred on
pim bY s>ction 62(2)(b) of the Government of India Act, 1935, His Excel-
acy the Governor is pleased to declare that, at the conclusion of the
meeting of the 9th April 1937, the Assam Legislative Assembly do stand
P‘.o,-q;;gued.
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