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SHRI NURUL HUDA— Mr. Speaker, Sir, we expect that new
Government would face the realities boldly and courageously and they
should have the guts to admit hard facts.

Mr. SPEAKER:—Please do this when your turn comes.
Now, item No. 2; the Finance Minister is to present item No. 2.

Shri KESHAB CHANDRA GOGOI (Minister)—=Sir, I beg to present
the Vo'e on Accounts for the First quarter of the financial year beginning
from lst April 1978.

Shri KESHADR CHNADRA GOGOI, (Minister)— Sir I.‘bcg.to introduce
the Asszm Finance Bill, 1978.

Shri SHAMSUL HUDA—Sir, the Governor’s approval is neccssary
to intinduce the Bill.

Shii GIASUDDN AHMED—Sir on a point of order, the hon.
Finance Minister is to scek the leave of ithe Housc to introduce the
Finance Bill. If the leave is granted, then the Billis to be introduced.

Mr. SPEAKER —\es.

Shii XESHAB CHANDRA GOGOIL (Minister)—Sir, I may be
permitted to introduce the Assam Finance Bill.

- Shri.Md. UMARUDDIN—Sir, the House is to consent to the
introduction of this Bill, and Governor’s message is also mecessary
for the purpose.

Shri PROMODE CHANDRA GOGOI—Sir, I think, the Bill could
be circulated to the hon. members only after taking permission from the
House; that means after the leave is granted to introduce the Bill then
the Bill can be circulated to the hon. members. Before taking leave

of the House, I think, it is not proper to circulate the Bill 10 the
hon. members.

Mr. SPEAKER—It is being circulated simultaneously.

Shri PROMODE CHANDRA GOGOI—Sir, the leave was not granted
by the House and therefore it was not proper on the part of
the Finance Minister to distribute the Finance Bill to the hon.
members and by that way he has violated the previleges of the House
and violated the rules and procedures of this House.

Mr. SPEAKER —The Bill could be distributed in advance.
Shri GIASUDDIN AHMED—Sir, whether the leave is granted.
Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Minister)—Sir, I agrec with Shri

Giasuddin Ahmed, hon. member that for introduction of the Bill,

permission is to be obtained but for distribution of the Bill, there is
no restriction.
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. Shri GOLOK CHANDRA RAJBONGSHI—If there is no permision
given, ean the Bili be distributed ? Without iaking the consent
of the House, how the Bill could be distributed ?

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Ministcr)—1It is the inherent righs
of the hon. Speaker to distribute the Bill.

Mr. SPEAKER—Yes, I permitted for distribution of he Bill.

Shri KESHAB CHANDRA GOGOI ( Minister, Finance ) Sir, I
b:g leave to intoduce the Assam Finance Bill, 1978.

Mr. Speaker : Has the Hon’ble Minister leave of the House to
introduce the Bill.
(Voices yes, yes)

Now Leave is granted. There is 2 message from the Governor. “Under
Article 207 (I) ot the Consiitution of India, I, La'lan Prasad Singh,
Governor of Assam, recommend the intreduction in the Assam Legis-
lative Assembly the Assam Finance Bill, 1978.”

Shri KESHAB CHANDRA GOGOI ( Minister, Finance ) :  Sir,
I beg to introduce the Assam Finance Bill, 1978. ( Secretary L. A.
then read out the Title of the Bill).

DEBATAE ON THE GOVERNOR'S ADDRESS

Mr. SPEAKER : Now, dabate on Governor’s address. Shr. Akram
Hussain will continue. He will not take more than five mi.autes,
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Shri ALTAF HUSSAIN MAZUMDAR- I take my stand in support
of the Motion of Thanks moved by my young friend, the hon.member
Shri Nagn Sarma. At the ou'set [ must congratulate the Jarate
Government for the very bold and cxpenditious steps taken for aboli-
shing the Land revenue on agriculiural land haldings upto ten bighas and the
surchage on land Revenue, This has reflect:d the plcy of the Government
and demonstrated hat  Jonata Government will be by the side of
the agriculturists and have nnts.  This has bheen acclaimed throvghout
the -State. No* on'y this, other measure: - th-t have heen t ken by
the Janata Governmen: zre most: laudable, Sir, this Govern:eut has

-
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decided abolition of school fees upto Class X. It is undoubtedly a
progressive measure for the poor State like*Assam ard this will benefit
large number of people in the Statc. I would like to point out that
this prompt action on the part of the Janata Government has made
it obundantly clear that this Jenata Government can act swiftly in
the interest of the people of the State. Sir, I can say without any
fear of comntradiction that if such a decision was to be taken under
the leadership of Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha, perhaps twenty meetings
would have been required in the Janata Bhawan and probably some
experts from Punjab would have been requisitioned to advise whether
it is to be done or not. But this Government has shown that it
can take decision very swiftly snd forth right for the interest of the
people of the State. Yesterday, hon. member Shii Sarat Chandra Sinha
very boldly wanted to say that this Janata Government in the Gover-
nor’s Address has not castigated the misdeeds of the previous Congress
Government. I must thank this Government that it has not rushed
to castigate the misdeeds of the previous Government. It cannot be
done  without examining the records very carcfully. But that does
not mecan that previous Government has no misdeeds to its credit.
I am thankful to the hon.member, Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha when
he said that even if it is not mentioned in the Governor’s Address,
Members have the right to express it in the House, and definitely
time will come when it will be placed in the House so that pecople
of the State may know how this Congress Government’s misrule made
the State brankrupt. Facts and figures will reveal it. Sir, T would
like to point out that it has been rightly said in the Governor’s
Address that tnis Goveram¢t is determined to continue its efforts
towards removal of poverty, attainment of eccnemic self-reliance,
upliftment of the backward classes and narrowing down regional dis-
parities and imbalances: And, I am sure this Government with due
efforts will be ablc to deliver goods because it is the people Govern-
ment. Sir, it is a matter of great satisfaction that in the Governor’s
Address due attention has been given to the problem of flood both
in the Brahmaputra and Barak valleys. Proper aitention has also been
given to agriculture, irrigation, health, communication, unemployment,
etc. It goes to the credit of the Government which has been installed
very receutly. It is a tribute to the people of this State who have
installed the Janata Government throwing out the Congress Government
who' misruled the State. I am also happy to note that the preblems
of Char area has also been dealt with in the Governor’s Address.
For the last thirty years the people in the Char areas were made to
live a sub-human lives. Now, I am sure this Government will give
due attention to the people of Char areas their distress will be alliviated.
I would request the Government through you, Sir, things should be
allowed to move fass so that confidence may be reposed in the mind
of the people who had so long becn betrayed by the previous Govern-
ment. 5ir, in the Governor's Address attention has been given to the
problems of co-operatives. It is undoubtedly a fact that a poor State
like Assam cannot afford to ignore co-operatives if it is to survive
economically and if it is to supply essential materials to the poor and
weakest section of society at fair price. Sir, today the position of th.
co-opcratives are most distressing. The share holders’ money is fritteree
away. The cooperatives are running at loss. The Congress Government
said in 1976 that 51 p.c. of the  cooperatives are running at a profit.
It is nothing but a jugglery of accounts. I would request the Govern-
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ment through you, Sir, thate Government should immediately examine
the records and accounts of all the cooperatives so that truth may
el ot sy OHATERLOLEVIVE confidence in the mind of the people
about the Co-operallves, our Government shou!d clear this Aegians table.
Misrule of Sinha Government for the last six years have been agonising
the minds cf the people extljemely ............ (interruption from the Congress
benches). - - .Mr. Speaker, Sir, the hon’ble member should have patience. A
.Hon’ble membeT who  held the most  exalted position of
Deputy  Speaker, he must learn how to bebhave in the
House. (applause from the Janta Party benches) Sir, when
these co-operatives Wwere started the poor people felt their lot will be
improved. In all the G. P. there are co-operetives. But as things stand
now the people arc losing faith in it. The pértinent question, if asked,
why this has .hfxpp_cncd the obvious answer is this : the Congress
Government polltlcahscd the_cntirc co-operative as a result of which
co-operatives have been ruined. Unfortunately the former Chief
Minister, hon’ble member Shri Sinha is not here now. I would have
been happy if I could spcak before him. Sir, people elected the co-
operative chairman and when they were not to the liking of the former
Chief Minister and former Ministers the files and records were called
and these were keptthere. Elected co-operatives were not allowed to
function and this is how the loud defender of democracy, Hon’ble
member Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha scted for the last 6 years. They
had not the guts to refer their stooges to go for appeals under the
provision of co-operative bye-law and wunder the cover of emergency
they did all the misdeeds. We are happy that the pecople of Assam
have not forgiven them, they have thrown them out. Sir, asregards
Panchayat, you are well aware that before the establishment of Pan-
chayati Raj under the new Panchayat Act there were slogans from
the Congress party that de-centralisation is taking place : there would
be no need for the people to come to Dispur.

Sir, it is the bounded duty of the present Government to re-
establish the Panchayat Raj and go for decentralisation in thec truest
sense of the ierm. And the policy of the Janata Government as it
stands, 15 In f.'g.wour' of decentralication. I am sure, dzcentralisation
of Panchayat will give the people a sense of participation inthe
administration. TwoO tier Panchayati Raj system has proved to be
uneffective. As a result of 2-tier system i.c. Mahakuma Parichad and G.
P. the blocks are becoming inactive. I feel Sir, in the near future,
3-tier Panchayati Raj system will be introduced so as to make the
Anchlik Panchayat mere effective. There is no leadership in  this
level now due tO two tier system. 3

__The Congress Government under the leadership of Shri Sarat
Sinka has brought ruination to the people of Assam. I am told, the
other day, when Shrimati Indira Gandhi came to Nowgong she
confessed publicly that she committed a great mistake in her life in
putting up Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha as the Chief Minister of Assam
against the wishes of the people. Of course, I do not grudge Hon’ble
member Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha’s entry in the administration through
1he kitchen door of Shrimati Indira Gandhi. But the people of Assam




ot

1978] DEBATE ON THE GOVERNOR’S ADDRESS 101

sent him back through the same kitchen door, Sir, Shri Sinha yesterday
quoted some figures to put up the proposition that the Janata Govern-
ment is a minority Government. Sir, the figures will be lie; he has
not placed the who'e facts before the House. Total vote caste was
about 66% out of which Janata Party got ncar about 27:56%, its
associatc party got 2:60% which comes to 30°10%. Bcsides that In-
dependents got 25.629%, and the Electorate of some of the Indcpendents
gave mandate to them to join the Janata Party. Even if we forget
for a2 moment the support given by the Lcft partics, C.P.I(M) and
R.C.P.1I. even then we can say that we arc not having minority
Government. We are thankful to the Left Partics, who in their
wisdom have come forward to support this Government to honour
the wishes of the pcople. (Shri Samsul Huda : so long you go proper).
Sir, during the emcrgency, so much we have heard about land reforms
and lands to the landless people. Sir. you are aware that Ministers
out to different places with much funfare costing huge

were sent
expenditure to the exchequer for distribution of land to the poor
Sir, you have seen that in the districts thousands of people

eople.
\?vcrlg applying for land and they were running from post to pillars
just to have their names in the list of landless. Even the people with
small holdings sold their land and other properties and got their names
recorded in the list of landless by paying mcney to touts, Mandals and other
corrupt officials. But nowhecre the people actually got lapd. The then
Chief Minister Shri Sinha when he went to Khaspur we showed him
that the land distributed there is in high hillocks where nobody can
climb even. These bogus figure were given to the All India Radio for
broadcast to show pzople of Assam that the Assam Governm:nt gave
land to the people. Bui peope know, this is not a fact; it Is far

from truth and farthest fiom correct fact.

Sir, I agree with the hon’ble member Shri Noorul Huda se far
as the price of articles arc concerned. A regards the articles of daily
necessity whic: are essental for poorer section of the people, in
dealing with these we must face hard facts. I agrece. But o:e salient
point is that though the price high even to-day, the prices that
were prevailing before the clection were much higher, and the price
of salt at that tme went to what extent is well know to you Sir.
Now it is going down, but it should be further brought down. It
has .ot come down 1o the expected levcl. So I would be scech the
Government through you Sir. that all out efforts must be made to
reduce the price of e sential commoditics. Sir, in Assam we have got
very efficient and at the same time a capable band of officers and
Government employees and T am sure they are not le s patriotic than
anybody else If proper leadership is given ccrtainly they would woik
for the people because they are pcople of the State and they also
want the welfare of the pcople. But unfortunately during emergeney
these officcrs have been demoralised. We have found that very gcod
officers have bcen penalised either by demotion or transfer because
they did i1et hang on the verandah of those Ministers and others in
authority I am suc, the Janata Government will make it a point to
judge tne officer by their ability, calibre and (flicicncy and not by how
lorg they stood on the verandah of the Ministers Sir, we want to
boost up the morale of the officers; we will have to wor: through
them and we will have fo cxecute plans and programmes through
them. So their morale must be boosted up. Sir, I am happy to find
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that in the Governor’s spcech it has been categorically stated that
those officers who suffered during emergency, Government is takinz up the
matter and this will be decided within 10th April, 1978. In this connection
I have got a humble sumission on principle, my npoint is that
they should be straight way recinstated. Why? Because they were
penalised under the garb of emergency which we do not accept as it
was done against law and natural justice. Therefore, they should be
reinstated. I am not suporting any corrupt official. But it is a
question of legality, propiiety fairness and mnatural justice. I am
conveying to the Government that under Article 311 of the Constitu-
tion of India it is the bounded duty of the Government to give them
proper scope to defend them. Sir, as far as I know, most of the Ofﬁc:ers
were penalised under the provision of the Article 311 of the Constitu-
tion of India. The Article 311 proviso (b) states that “where the authority
empowered to dismiss or rcmove a person, or to reduce himin rank is
satisfied that for some reason, to be recorded by that authori'y in writing,
it is not reasonably practicable ta ho'd such inquiry”. Sir, I do not find
that there will be aay dificu’ty in holding an enquiry, as embodied
in Article 311 of the Constitution. Sir, every citizen has the right to
have the natural justice and to depend himself. T hope the officers
can be reinstated by the Government and they should not be allowed
to suffer because of the punishment inflicted to them during the emer-
gency. Fresh proceedings may be drawn according to law if any one
of them is found liable for any charge of corruption or nepotism,.
Mony officers have been dismissed without giving them any chance
to defend themselves. Then, sir, T would like to mention about the
fate of a teacher who did not receive his salary for about 19 months
for no fault of his own during emergency. He was Mr. Manik Chan
dra Das of Kampur. Sir, L = did not get any salary for about 19
months. Sir, yon can very well understand how a man can run his
family without receiving the salary for about 19 months. This was
the state of affairs during the period of emergencv. I would, there-
fore, urge upon the new Janata Government to take action immediat-
ely for removing the injustices done during the emergency. Sir, I do
hope new Janata Government will surely take action immediately to
remove the injustices done during the emergency. Sir, yesterday,  the
previous Chief Minister and Hon’ble Member Shri 8. C. Sinha, was
wailing that_ there was no mention of minorities in the Governor’s
Address. sll':_ﬂ_‘f late Shri S. C. Sinha. has developed a sense of love
for the minorities. It is good; it is better'ate than never. Sir, if
you examine the record of treatment towards the minorities during
the last 6 yea's, then you will find how he loved the minoritics so
1,0“5- ,S”"a last 6 years tale it is a shocking hostory of minoiiies. Tt
is a history of humiliation for the minorities in the field of gervices,
not only in thp Government services but also in semi-Government
serrvices and in other services in Asgam. Sir, by minorities—I do
not mean only the muslim+; T mean Christians, Jains and Buddhists Languis-
tic minorities. At the sametimes the scheduled castes peop'e also deserve
due attention Sir  Minorites did not get their duc shares in the Gove rnment
and semi-Government services during the regime of Hon’b'e Member Shri
S. C. Sinha. Th~y did not get justice in  the admini tration during
the last 6 years. Sir, if we take ihe percentage of Muslims then we find
that there percentage is aboyut 25% of total population at Assam. Sir, they
did not get the duc ghare in the administration. No Governmet can
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remain in power for long disregarding their legitimate interest and
grievancs. Sir, I have joined the Janata Party with the hope that the
Janata party will work for the weaker section of the people and it
will do justice to the minorities and it will not do anything which
will go against the intercst of minorities. Sir, T am sure the new
Janata Government will try to remove the injustice in no time.
Therefor, Sir, I have decided to support the Janata party and I will
surely stand as a rock to support it both inside and ou'side the
House till there is any occassion to doubtits bonafitides to the lezitimate
gricvanes and demands of mirorities. Sir,I am sure our beloved Chief
Minister will examirne and lcok 1nto the grievances of the minorities
who had to suffer a lot duriug the hands previous Government. Sir,
I am snre the Hon’ble Members in this August House both in the
Government and opposition will agree with me there should be all out
effort to bring justice to the mirorities. Sir, in this conncction I
would like to mention about a circular issued by the Appoitment (A)
Department No. AAP. 87/68/13, dated the 26th Saptember 1968. This
circular was issued under the signature of the Chief Sccretary. This
circular relates to the implementation of accepted dccisions of Na-
tional-Integration-Council mecting of June, 1968, regarding recruitment
to Government services., Sir, I am reading out the contents of the
circular. I quote °the National Integration Council in its meeting held
at Srinagar in June, 1968, besides other things decided that effective
measures should be taken to ensure that no discrimination is made
in the recruitment to services at all levels. This matter had also
come in for discussion at the Chief Ministers’ Conference held in New
Delht on 19th May, 1968. In order to implement these decicions and
recommendations the State Government desires that all possib'e effo-
rts should be made to give adequate representation of members of
the minority communities to Government services subjec! to the obse-
rvance of the re'evant provisions of the Constitution and rules made
thereunder. In the matter of appointment it is to be particularly
ensured that no prejudices are allowed to work against certain  com-
munities and that proper opportunities are provided to minority co-
mmunities such as Muslims etc,”. Sir, it is a matter of great shame
that Shri S. C. Sinha’s ministty flouted the decision of the meetine
of integration council and ths said circu'ar. Sir, now he has becom?:
lover of the minority. Then, Sir, on 6th and 7th of March, 1974
a meeting was held at Gauhati known as minority convention and
in that me:ting there wesa large gathering of minoritics not only
Muslims, but Budhists, Christitns ¢nd Jains ard in that meeting
Shri . S, .C. Sinha. was  present. -Sir, in his piesence I
moved a resolution which was adopted unarimously I quote.
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In that meeting Shri S. C. Snha was present and he assured
that he will imp'ement the de-ision resolution of the meeting.  Sir,
he did not implement it. e betrayed the entire minority community.
Then, sir, another circular was issued under the signature of the
Secretary to the Government of Assam, Department of Personnel and
Admn. Reforms. Sir, this circular was issued to all Heads of De-
partments under the signatiure of  Shri Bhaskar Barua.
Sir, the contents are as follows. I am directed to say that it is
cons_ldcr('d necessary  to rationalise appointments in Government and
semi Government Services and agencies in order to suitably reflect

the subdivision wise papulation pattern of various communities in
each subdivision.

It is initially proposed that appointments to Grade—IIT and Grade
IV personel in the  varjous district and subdivisional offices nuder
each Hf'ad of Department should, by and large, reflcet the subdi:i-
sion wise pattern of population. For this purpose the D. C./S. D- O.
shall draw up, for each subdivision, a list of communities and define
the population tatio of each such community. Community for this
purpose shall mean specific significant population groups ircludirg
backward clas._qes P.iste_d as such. Thereafter in the matter of fresh
appointment in disirict and subdivisional offices under cach Head
of Department the population pattern so intimated should be souoht
to be suitably reflected to the extent possible and within the
framework of prescribed recruitment rules and proeedures.
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It may be stressed that, wherever examinations and test are
held for recruitment to any category of posts at the district and subdivisional
lcvel in  the Head of Department Offices, prescribed minimum
qualifications and standard should be main:ained. Thereafler candidates
possessing the minimum qualifications and achieving the minimum
standald as are prescribed should be given due weightage in terms
of the Subdivisional population ratios of the respective communities.’”’

This is the circular sir, issued by the then Chief Minister, Shri
Sarat Chandra Sinha. After issuing the Circular, there was said
10 be a secret instruction to the Heads of Departments not to function
as per circular.  So, I must say sir, that this is a great betrial to
the minority community by the then Chief Minister, Hon’ble Member
Shri Sinha, his ministry and Muslim Members of the Council of
Ministers. ~ These muslim members were decoration in the ministry
and meant for garlending the statues. And thereby they betrayed
46 lakhs of muslims. We the minorities are no longer in a mood
to tolerate these injustices. If 1 remember correct sir, there was a
reso ution to reflect the population pattern in this august house.
The matter came up in the cabinet also. It is reported that no
desicion was made. But sir, the muslims have been betryed
uttimately.  The then Chief Minister speaks about Kora, and he
professes to be very much sympathetic to the muslims. But in practice
we saw a different picture of Shri Sinha.

Sir, we oppose the move for separation of Cachar by a few
number of persons of Cachar, now in Gauvhati, we are for harmony
between the people of Brahmaputra Valley and Cachar.  There
should be a new atiitude of doing justice to the minority community,
Scheuled Castes and backward classes so that they may get their due
share in administration. 1 am confident that this Government will
certainly give due attention to the minority community. The day
on Governor’s address the then Chief Minister was very much
concerned with the minoiity community. I already referred to what
he has done for this unfornunate community.

Sir, we are very much consious that this ministry was instaled
only a fortnight ago and it cannot show miracle. The then Chief
Minister Hon’ble member Shri Sinba said about number of ministers
in this Ministry. But before that, he should have his own face in
the mirror. People would not forget what has happened in the
last ministry.

Sir, I will touch one or two points more which are necessary.
I belong to the District of Cachar, a Bengali speaking area and
my mother tongue is Bengali. Surely I will want due place and
place of honour for it. But that does not mean Assamese should
not be developed in the State of Assam. If it does not develop in
Assam were it will develop.

Another unfortunate thing is happening here and Government should
take note of it. A few Bengali people of Cachar, now in Gauhati
arc indulging in mischicvous propaganda as self appointed spokesman
of Cachar. ‘They have no authority to speak for Cachar and for
separation of Cachar. The people of Cachar and minorities know
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them wsll. Janata Government should be aware of their activities
and scrembling for seats in Janata Ministers’ vehicle. These few
people were once thick and thin with the then Congress Home
Minister and was his pet ccmpanions.

Mr. Speaker:—How long you will take?

Shri GIASUDDIN AHMED : Each member use to get only
ten minutes. Sir, what is the total time allotted to us ? ”

Honourable SPEAKER : It has announced earlier. The other
members will not be affected.

Shri ALTAF HUSSAIN MAJUMDAR : Mr, Speaker Sir, I have
seen that there is Governor’s Address mention about the Barak River
and Barak valley. I would like to say about some more serious problems.
For want of sluice gates over ROKO, XURIA, HOKSUR,
GHAKHARA, GORGORI in Amguri River training scheme, every
year vast areas are flooded inspite of costly embankments causing
huge loss. First of all, these sluice gates should be put up. In
Turidurkandi within Sonai area protection wall should be started
otherwise further erosion of the embankment will take place.

Another point I would like to mention here about the necessity
of construction of bridges at Hatikhal and Mohanpur, I hope, the
present Minister of P. W. D. will look into it.

Ia Cachar there is a transport building, constructed during the Ministry of
Shri Mohendra Mohan Choudhury and Shri B, P. Chaliha at the
cost of Rupees twenty lakhs for divisional office of transport. The
office building is now lying idle and it is now getting damaged.
So, I would like to draw attention of the prescat Ministry to sce
that this costly building is used for the fruitful purpose, i.c., for divisional

office.  Now, about education, my suggestion is that let us
provide the schools with black-boards where there is no black-board
and to provide benches where there is no bench. It is really a

matter of shame that even after 30 years of independence the
schools could not be provided minimum required faci.ities. I hope
the Janta Government will take immediate steps to pl‘OV'ldC the
blackboards and benches in the schools. How can they read
without blackboards and benches ? There must be some urgent
steps for education. Now about border dispute with other neigh-
bouring States I beg to state that during the last Assembly clectien
there was confusion at Chaigaon area where about 10 villages were
claimed by MCghalaya and though these are Assam both the States
put up clection centrcs there. So this may be taken up with the
neighouring _Sta‘c and the confusion should be removed. Now, I have
great faith in this Ministry and hope they will act for the benefit of the
pzople. Shri Borbora, who was serving the people as a socialist,
now he is the Chicf Minister and he is in power. He has experience
and I think he will be doing his best in solving the problems.

My voice will be lent in-this august house for the cause of the
havenous, wecaker section of the socisty and for the minorifies.
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Shri RANENDRA NARAYAN BASUMATARI:—Mr. Speaker Sir I tak
my stand to speak a few words opposing the motion of thanks. €
am actually amazed to find that this Government is a Government o
contradictory ideologies. The Janata Government come into power as
entered irto an unholly alliance with the P. T. C. an organisation
which sprang up with an ultimate objective to achieve a separate State
and for achieving this ebjective they are committed to give a relent-
less fight and that is a fight against integrity. Even in the recent
agreement in between the parent body and youth wing >f the P.T.C.A.
as we found on record they have not abandoned the demand for a separate
State. That is why, Mr. Speaker Sir, I have stated about the composition
of this Ministry, what sort of contradictions we have found in this
composition. What they say out side the House is that they do not
want any development Scheme. They do not want road, School, Dispen
sary. What they want is a separate State i. e. Udayachal. So to-day in this
August House I want to know categorically fiom the Hon’ble Chief Minister.
Our PTC friends must not get irritated. They might be irritant but they
should learn to tolerate that this is a fact. So, I want to know from
the Hon’ble Chief Minister what is the actual position--should we under-
stand that the P. T. C. has abandoned demand for Udayachal once
for all or should we understand that Janata Government has supported
the demand for Udayachal or should we understand that this unholly
alliance which has come into being is only as a result of purely
political opportunisn for the information of this August Houge. I want
to know categorically from the Chief Minister. Mr. Speaker Sir, just
now on¢ Hon’ble Member of the treasury bench Mr. Altaf Hussain
Mazumdar spoke a lot and in almost the whole part of his speech
he was dealing with the past performances of the Government. But
Mr. Speaker Sir, may I request him through you that he should look
back to '_.vhat he did, for amelioration of the condition of the minority
communities ? As the Hon’ble Member was dealing with the past per-
formances of the Ministry. It is within my right that I can speak
here about the compesition of the Ministry as a passing reference.

Now, I want to deal with some points. In dealing with the Governor's
address what we have found that the Governor’s address is quite a
picture of sorry state of affairs. It is a sorry state of affairs because
there is no new direction for solution of unemployment problem. Qur
Hor’ble friends in this House will bear me out that. lakhs of educated
unemployed youths and other landless labourers have rcmained without
any job. We have not been able to provide any jobs, any work for
these people and actually in the Governor’s address there is no new

_ direction, nothing of the sort how this unemployment problem which

is the most barning one, is likely to be solved. What is the objective
of the present Government to solve this problem As other members of
this House demanded yesterday, I want to state that so long this
Government has not come forward to solve the problem of the un-
employed educated youths. The Government must come forward with
some substantive schemes for providing employment opporiunities to the
unemployed educated youths. So, this is my request to the Janmata
Government to look forward and to ad.opt some Scheme in this regard .Mr.
Speaker Sir, about abnormal price rise of the essential commoditics my
Hon’ble friends will certainly agree with me that ‘the price rose just
after the elections and just after the installation of the JanataGovern
m2nt at the C:ntre. The riss of price has be;om= so ala_rming and
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" the people of the villages who are the common consumers are sufferr-
ing so much which cannot be described in any language. Therefore,
what the ncw Government wan' to do shou'd be d-cared in a specific
term. How they want to bring down the price ? They have annunced some
arrangements for giving some subsidies to Masur dal item. May I
know from the Minister on how many items of consumer goods the
Minister wants to give subsidies? On how many items the Govern-
ment is prepared to give subsidies. Mr. Speaker Sir, T want to come
to another point which is also similarly alarming. This is about
procurement of rice and paddy. We could learn that at the time of
the last Government the procurement of paddy came to the tune of
35 lakhs of quintals. But when tle new Government at the centre
came into being they have lifted the restrictions on movement of
various commodities throughout the coun'ry, and as 2 result of
this the State of Assam has been very badly affected. Because
the State of Assam is a rice growing State and I hope the honour-
able members would agree with me that our State is industrially very
backward and therefore the economy of the State is dependant on
agricultural products. Since the time of abolition of resiriction on
movement of paddy and other commodiiies the State has got no stock
which in fact a misdeed of the Janata Government as a whole, We
have found in the maikets in the villages, the price of paddy has
gone upto Rs.50 per maund and the price of rice has gone uop to
Rs.2. per k. g. Is therc any remedy to this ? I hope the new Govern-
ment take proper steps to make available the essential consumers’ goods
particularly rice and dal at a cheaper rate. A'ong with this T would
like that the public distribution system should be geared up. So long
we were getting essential commodities through the co-opera‘ive system
‘at a reasonable rate. But now the public distribution system is con-

. fined to only supplying sugar at a reasonable rate. I would suggest
that sugar, rice and similar other commodities should also be supplied
through the co-operatives. The honourable member Shri Altaf Hussain
Majumdar has also referred to that. It is very often said that the Chairmen
of the Co-bperatives are congressmen which is not a fact. The Chairmen are
of the Co-operative Societies are selected through elections and
hence - the manner in which things are said scems to be incorrect.
The allegation that the members of the ruling party I mean the
Congress party are posted in such posts is grossly incorrect, and
hence I cannot agree with them on this. I appeal to the honourable
Minister incharge of co-operation that this movement shou'd be given
a push in the right direction.

Now, Sir, T want to deal with education system in the State. On
education the Janata OQovernment have announced some exemption
which is in the shape of free entry into the school upto Class X.
Since it is a good measure we would support it since it goes in
favour of welfare of the people. But there is ro doubt that some
trouble in Tespect of opening of mnew schools will arise when the
guardians of the children would be fecling insccure in sending  their
children to schools as the new school may not get grants from the
Government A great problem wil arise whether new venture schools,
High schopl_s or M. E. schools should be opened or not. A clear
policy decision is needed on this and this problem should be carefully
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looked into. In each and eveiy village there should be one L ek
schoo'. It was the policy. of Congress. Congress Government had
established so many thousands of L. P. Scooolsand y:t there remine
many more to be opened te cover all the villages. The coudition the
the existing L. P. Shoo's shou'd be properly looked after, as the
corditions of these schools are fist deteriorating. The building are on
the verge of collapse ard children can see sky through the reof of
the school bui'ding. The condition of the teachers is also appaling.
If the Janata Government wants real change in the educatio nal atmo-
sphere then the welfare of the teachers is also to be careful ly looked

after.

Now, the previous Government has already provincialised the High
Schoo's, M. E. Schools and L. P. Schools. So the Congress Goveln-
ment hass done a lot. In this connection many more things are to be
dore and fulfilled by the Junata Governmeut like the conditions of
the teachers, their pensions, provident funds. These should be looked
into. Now, Sir, about the health prob'em. During the pirevious
Congress Government we have seen, some hundreds of health sub
centres have been established. Now it is up fo the Janata Govern-
ment to decide the pattern of staff for these health sub centres.
Unless doctors, compounders or pharmacists are provided in the health
sub centres thenj it will not be possible for the people in the rural
areas to get the facilities of treatment. We know there arc no much
available vacancies for MBBS doctors in the State, From expcrience
we konw, last year on'y 208 MBBS doctors posts wel Vvacant and
those vacancics were filed up through the APSC. Aft that theree
were about 68 vacancies. But every yzar there are MBBS doctoris passing
out, and it is to be seen how they can be occommodated. They have
got some facilities they can practice but by practice along our new
doctors do not want to survive and there will be unemployed MBBS
doctors. These unemplored MBBS doctors should be provided with
jobs in the health sub centres and in this regard I agree wifth Mx. Nagen
Barua, the hon’ble member who supported the motion o thanks. He
gave a good suggesiion that all the sub centres shou'd be upgradcd
to State dispensaries and T  entirely agree with the hon’ble
member because the earliar it is done the better. The health
sub  centres have no provision for doctors. So these should
be converted into full fledged State dispensaries and if it is mnet
possible to upgrade them then all these sub centres should
be provided with doctors and pharmacists.

Mr. SPEAKER, Sir, about the welfare of plains tribal and bak-
ward classes I have onme request to make because this department has -
got to be looked afte very cerefully so that the weaker scctions of the
people can get better treatment. If the Janata Government 18 cOM=~
mitied to the welfare of the scheduled caste and scheduled tribe people
;this TA. & WBC. department must be looked into after properly o
that the outlays earmarked for the welfare of these people are mot
wasted. That must be looked inte very carefully and here I have
got one requgst to make O that proper attention can be given to
this department. This TA. & WBC. department should be retained by
the hon’ble Chief Minister himself so that in the meetings of the
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scheduled caste, scheduled trile and other backward classes advisory
councils, the Chief Minis'er as chairman of these councils can preside

over and if some more fimancial assistance is necessary then the

hon’ble Chief Minister as the chairman of these three councils will be
able to take up directly with centre and his emphasis with be
more cffective. About the BG line Sir, because I am from Goal-
para district, Kokrajhar town, the target date for BG line completion
is 1980. But the progress is very very slow; it is progressing at a
snail’s pace and we cannot think it could be completed within the
target date.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA, (Minisier-It) will be completed.

Shri RANENDRA NARAYAN BASUMATARI-If it is completed
as the hon’ble Minister Mr. Barua has said then it is a 1elief for
us and then perhaps the demand for extension of the BG line upto
Tinsukia may be possible and by that time whether the Janata
Government will be able to survive we will sec. Though 1 have got
some other itmes to speak, I feel that I should stop here and give
facility te others. Thank you.
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Mr. SPEAKER :—The hen., member will continue after lunch.
Now the House stands adjournd till 2.30 p. m,
(After lunch)
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Shri BINOY KUMAR BASUMATARY:—Hon’ble Mr. Speaker,
Sir, I wish to second the motion of thanks on the Governor's addrcs:s
moved by the Hon’ble Member Shri Nagen Sarmah. Thercby,I_ parti-
cularly object to the amendment on the motion moved b'y Shri 8. C.
Sinha, the Hon’ble Leader of the Opposition because his arguments
supporting the amendment from his groups are not true. Sir, in his
argument Shri Sinha himself said that the Governor’s address consisted
of achievement during his tenure as the previous C. M. of Assam and
that it also consisted a projection of plans and programmes of the
present Government for the ensuing new financial year.

Hon’ble Speaker, sir, I beg to refer to the actual beginning of
the ‘report dealing the state  of affairs in the State of Assem. Sir,
under the subject of law and order, the first sentence beigns as
follows. ‘“The law and order situation in the State caused certain sirain
on the administration etc., etc.”” Sir, 1 happen to be a only Graduate
of Gauhati University and according to the English Language T learn.

ed there, this beginning does not signal a flowery picture of the
shape of the State.

Sir, the reference that “certain strains® were there speaks ijtself.
To me, it is a most magnanimous reference to the misdeeds of congress
regime by the present Govt. Beacause, if the Governor’s address fully cont-
ained hideous reports of facts of injustice to the people of Assam,
his address would not be a respectable address, and if the Govenor
would have to speak of these dark deeds, the exalted position of the
Governor would have been reduced to an of office of abuse.

Sir, 1, on behalf of P. T. C.A. and as ap active partner in lthe
Govt. congratulate the present Gevt. for being so roestrained and for uphol-
ding the dignity of the Governor and for behaving in a respectable manner

of fall on partymen who suffered an ignominous defeat at the hands
of the people of Assam,
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Sir, the Hon’ble Member, Shri Sinha has taken pains to state
that the Congress party is more popular than the party in power.
He said that it was in Assamese ‘gmsbq 7fqz’  that the Janata
and its allics are in power inspite of their unpopulerity.

However, sir, it is the will of ‘God’ that though we are unpop-
ular, we are still in power. Because ‘God’ decided that th: weak
should be strong and that the people on whom untold indignities
have been perpetrated should saddle the horse. Thereby the Almighty
has decreed that the violators of human dignity and honour should
face the ignominy of defeat.

This election also clarified that money power dose not attract
the masses any more. Because in my constituency the Congress
candidate poured money. Rice and other things sanctioned for the
victims of flood that occured during the summer of 1977 were selecti-
vely distributed in my constituency. Why distribute this relief in the
month of February/78 ? Is there flood now? or is it that these
reliefs were distributed to the ghosis of the victims who died at
Kahibary Rail Accident due to flood? WMr. Speaker, sir, various
languistic groups have been forced away from Assam because of the
ears while congrcss rule. They are saying that we are making unholly
alliance with the Janata Party. Our feeling is that Mr. Sinha and
party may think it as unholy. Whenever the tribal peopls launch -a
movement for their just demands they term them as unholy. They
have denied our constitutional rights. We are making an alliance with
the Janata Party with trust and confidence. It is an alliance of trust
and confidance. We thank the honourable members Shri Sarat Ch.
Sinha and Shri Ranen Basumatary for raising the issue of Udyachal
dipomatically We know they want us to be seperated. Sir, you know
that under Congress regime, Assam has been Balkanised. Every group
had to assert for their right. This demand of separation is th> result
of constant suppression of our tribal people. It is the call for freedom
of expression and the right to live as human being. The congress
party has said that it is an unholy allance. It means that tribals are
unholy and that tribals have no right to share power in Assam, even
it they are the prescriptive citizens of A<sam this is what according
to hohourable member Shri Ranen Basumataryis. This is a feeling of
Jeolousy and of a betrayal at of tribal people.

Shri RANEN BASUMATARY:—Sir. I am taking exeeption to it.
I wantto challenge (interruption ).

. HONOURABLE SPEAKER—I hope the honourable member will
withdraw the word °batrayal’ This is not parliamentalys

Shri BINOY KUMAR BASUMATARY :— I withdraw it. sir,
Honourable member Shri Ranen Basumatary has heen associated with
the revious .governments. His last post was the Chairman of the
Assam Public Service Commssison. During the last congress Government
I challenge Shri Basumatary if he would fulfill the aspiration of the
tribal people. How many tribal were getting jobs during his tenure.
Can he tell me how many tribal clerks are there in the D, C's.
court of Kamrup at Gauhatj ?

..'_‘;'«“.




i
|

1978] DEBATE ON THE GOVERNOR’S ADDRESS 121

Now, sir, regarding land, 75% of our people are cultivators. I
want to draw your attention of a project in my area where hundreds
of miles have been evicied. But the Government did dot think about
their rehabilitation. Here, in the newly constructed capital Complex
of Assam the original tribal inhabitants’ have been evicted, Neither
they have been rehabilitated nor their sons and doughters are posted
in any Government job in compensation. 1n th's way the Plaias Tribal
people of Assam who are in need of land, are being deprived by the
way or that way. In spite of clear cut policy of the Central Govern-
ment, the State Government had not done anything to settle the
problems of the tribal people and they evicted the innocent people
under the garb of emergency. The Tribal reople have become refugees

including myself in our own land. The Congress Government Las
made us homeless and destitute.

For instance, initially 33 Tribal belts ard block were created in Assam,
covering an arca of 5704 Sq.miles in 1946, and they now stands at
31 belts and blocks.

It is to be noted that the present capital of Assam at Dispur
was known as the South Kamrup ( Gauhati) Tribal belt and it is con-
stituted vide order No. RD/74/46/161 dated 27th Febuaruy 1950.

When the new capital of Assam was located here, the Tribals liy-
Ing in this area were evicted to build the new capital complex.

The evicted tribals have not been rehabilitated anywhere in the State

of Assam. To-day, they are virtually refugees, sceking  shelter in the
nearby hills under Meghalaya,

=~

Similarly, a sizeable part of WNorth Lakhimpur ( Sub-mountain )

Tribal belt declared vide letter D o 92/46/3¢ dated 24th April 1958
has been excluded from this belt area.

To-day, there are thousand of
mers in Assam, who are in urgent
sistence. But inspite of the Centr
State Government of Assam has d
tribals.

Besides these, we wish (o bring to your notice, honourable sir, that
atleast 309, o 40% land withix the duly constituted tribal belis and
blocks have been allienated under the active ¢ncouragement of the pre-
vious government by flagrantly violating our corstitutional righ's and
protections. :

illiterate, landless plains trital far-
need of land for their very sub-
al Government’s policies, the Previous
one nothing to settle land with the

Land settlement operations, in predominantly tribal
Balipara Frontier tracts and Jonai transferred areas,
pur district, which are unseitled areas are susTended
in 1970-72. Meanwhile, large influxes of non-
though these are recognised tribal arcas.

areas like
and North Lakhim"

; _after the surveys
tribals into these areas,

In this connection, the interim report of the sub-
Advisory Council for the Scheduled Tribe ( Plains ) constituted
order No. AD/ACB/87/74/22 dated 25th July 1974 can be Tﬁf:rnl%fjr
Will this findings be taken into consideration 7 Will the Government
find out what happened to this reports ?

COmmittee of the
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Now, in the matter of irrigation sir, that some new prOJelct has
been installed in my constitutency where large arcas _oi cultivabhe_ land
and homestead land has been cncroachnd_by ihe ggvmnment mac 1ner1y.
Fertile cultivable paddy land has been ripped apart and du%l ol;xt. The
unfortunte tribal cultivators_ where given hopes that they!_\yl . € given
due compensation. Accordingly the poor. peoplc used to visit the offices
and Officers and they wait from morning till night but the Oﬁ‘iccqs
went out of the office by back door. In this way hundr-eds of fami-
lies lost their land, bettlenut, orchards planted by ther forefathers.
This is the state of affairs going on in my constituency. No compen-
sation has been allotted to them. There are ::cat necessity foraslr__uce
gate and canals but these have not been  provided, Again the river
Dhansiri has silted the entire area with sands. Ux_alcss this SIItqge pro-
blem is solved, there is no alternative for removing the sufferings of
the tribal people.

Now, regarding Industries there is a standard in the entire couniry in
India for declaring areas as “und=r developed”. By that standard Assam
can be declared a backward area and therefore, T feel the entire area of
Assam should be declared as industrially ‘backward area’. Regarding
cooperatives, the sorry state of affairs in the cooperative socicties, parti-
cularly, in my Subdivision should be enquired and acted upon ; which is due
to intentional negligence of the authorities. When paddy was procured our
peop'e received reduced amount of paymeni. When the Governmenthad
ﬁxed the price at Rs 29/01‘ RS 30/, the pl'icc was d.’:ductcd in various ways.
When price was fixed at Rs. 29/ beople rcc-eived only Rs 22/- or Rs.
23/ due to moisture cut, dust out ang what not. This was the state
of affairs of the cooperative societjes. But we are very happy that
this is now removed dus to new policy of free trade. But there are other
things of which we should take notice of. A reference was made
that the poor people were forced to subsciibe the share-capital to the
Samabai Samitis so as to secure a share-c pital of Rs 10,000/ with
a viw to secure Rs 50.000/- as the Government share.  These are
the cooperatives of the local people. But all the Secretaries of the
socie ies are State Government employees. Huge sums of moncy has
already been defalcated in tribal arcas, particularly T wou'd like to
mention about my Samity at Harisinga.  One . Shri Madhab Deka
defalcated atleast Rs 4,749/- out of the share capital of Rs 10,000
during 1973-74 and another Shri S. N. Sarma defalcated Rs 3,800/-
from fresh share-capital and Rs 16,200/- working capital during 1974-
75. This was brought to the nstice of,the previous Government ; but
no action has yet been taken. We now hope this present Government
will look into this. Sijr, regarding Governor’s address 1 will make a
short reference about minorities and backward people. Very little
importance is given on the development of the tribal people and
backward people. Today we are very sorry that our problems have
been deait with only in 4 lines. Whereas Government figures shows
that there are atleast 14 lakhs of tribal people according to 1970 Census,
Now we hope and trust this Government will be able to solve the
problems of the tribal people amicably and w.th this approach and
hope, I conclude my speech on the motion of thanks.
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Shri GIASUDDIN AHMED : Mr. Speaker, Sir. I could not under
stand the procedure being followed for calling members to speak.

Mr. Speaker : It is the discretion of the Speaker. I am going
Eccordmg to the time allotted to each party and half of the time
'S not been consumed by the ruling side whereas more than 50%
time has been already consumed by the opposition parties together.

= Shri GIASUDDIN AHMED : That is the absolute discretion of
€ Speaker, but I wanted to know the procedure.

53 Il\f; §£g.aker:l am doing it so that all the parties are covered

Shri GIASUDDIN AHMED : i
spoken uptill now. et SO

Shri JOGEN GOGOI : Mr. Speaker, Sir. All should have a chance
to speak.

Mr. Speaker : Yes.
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Shri FAKRUL ISLAM— Mr. hon’ble Speaker, Sir, with your
kind permission I would like to take my stand to support the motion_
of thanks moved by the hon’ble member, Shri Nagen Sarma an.d
seconded by the hon’ble member, Shri Nagendra Barua. In this
connection, I have noted with care various amendments moved by
different parties and different groups of the opposition, particularly
Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha and other spokesman of different parties.
But I could like to say that inspite of Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha’s
being a seasoned parliamentarian instead of apologising for the misdeeds
he has done during the Congress regime, he has become very much
cxcited and emotioval towards the Janata Government and the Janata
party for not mentioning things in details. ButI would like to point
out that during their regime, the people suffered a lot and therefore,
the people have voiced their grivance by rejecting this Congress people;
he has also termed the Governor as ‘Hatabaga’ man. But I think
that the Governor has remained as he is ; he is not ‘Hatabaga’, but
the former Chief Minister (Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha) is more
‘Hatabaga’ than the Governor. I would say how these ‘Hatabaga’
people have become elected and are not sitting in their seats, and
rather left the House being ashamed ; and they cannot face the realities
of their excesses. I would suggest that if they cannot face the House
and they cannot face the realities they can resign the membership of
the House rather keeping the seats vacant. How many seats are there
and how many are occupied ; majority are vacant ; they cannot face
the realities of their lives. Now I would go to the other points.
Before that I would like to say that Shri Altef Hussain Majumder
has pointed out that the Congress party very recently has developed

a love for the minorities. But we know, Sir, as a member of the
one of the minority communities how the Congress Government played
during the 30 years by ke

iring eping only some of their spokesman from
minorities in the Congress and doing all kinds of discrimination against
the minorities and thjs is

¢ : why various minority people had rejected
this Congress regime and they are to note it. I hope our popular

Janata Government will avoid the pitfalls like the outgoing Congress regime.
If the Janata do not deal with the minorities with justice, the minorities
will also reject the Janata as they have done towards the Congress.
One more point I would like to point out. One Mr.
Akram Hussain from the Indira Congress pointed out that the
Governors Address did not give any revolutionary ideas. The people
who were trying to wusher in a  dictatorial regimes, who were
trying to come back by nominating 126 candidates in the election
won only 8 seats, they cannot expect a  revolutionary  system
to come in this country through the Indira regime. The Indira
Government presented the popular rights of the people and suppress the
democratic right of the people and they cannot claim to bring revolution
and uphold democracy. :

In the face of this I would like to congratulate the
Government for its bold steps mentioned in the
in exempting land revenue to the extent of 10 big

Janata
Governor’s address
has and its exemp-
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tion fees upto Class X in all Secondary Schools. This will benefit the
poorer section of the people who will get the light of education as
a result of thisstep. These measures are an indication that our Janata
Government stands to serve the poorest of the poor without beating
the drums of its own in the Governor’s address.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, everybody knows that agricullure is the backbone
of our economy where more than 80% of our population depends
upon agriculture directly or indirectly. Our Janata Government has
given the greatest emphasis on agricultural development. In this
connection it may be mentioned that the Janata Government has
assigned the departments of flood control, irrigation and power under
the same Minister. The proper co-ordination of these departments will
go & long way in making agriculture grow faster to achieve the goals
of ‘Green Revolution’. In’ this connection I would like to suggest
that the Janata Government will give due consideration.to exempt the
irrigation water cess to make irrigation schemes successful in the poorer
areas where poor people are unable to pay the cess and therefore do
not cultivate lands under irrigation schemes. Regarding flood control,
I would like to draw the attention of the Minister in charge of the
department concerned that the execution of the Barak dam project
which had been slowed down during the Congress regime, the present
Janata Government will give equal attention ta both the Brahmaputra
project and the Barak dam project. These projects when completed
will g> a long way to give benefits to the pour agriculturists both
in the Brahmaputra valley and the Barak valley. The present Janata
Government should be cautious enough to avoid step-motherly treat-
ment towards the development projects in the district of Cachar for

which effected-people are likely to raise the demand for separation of
Cachar.

Regarding industrial development I would like to point out that
notwithstanding 80 years of rule by Congress Assam has still
remaincd a backward State. I would like to point out in this
regard that the policy of our Janata Government in putting emphasis
on the need for development of small scale and mini industries
in the various areas. This is most desirable for an economy facing
a pgigantic problem of unemployment. Only labour- intensive
small and  tiny industries which will go a long way in solving
thf: problem of unemployment of youths of our countryside. For
this reason the policy of the Janata Government is to be apppeciated,
In this conneetion, I would like to draw the attention of our Janata
Government to keep proper vigil on the working of banks in the rural
areas. I have some knowledge that in some cases the industrial and
other developments could not be attaitned due to the negatve attitude of
some nationalised banks. The branches of some nationalised banks are
wholly staffed by persons coming from big houses and cities and they have
no sympathy with the rural masses and hence they fail to understand the

_sufferings of the rural people. The working of other developmental agen- -

cies are also to be streamlined to expedite industrial development of
jhe State than what had been done during the Congress regime.

v
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Mr- Speaker, Sir, I now wish to refer brifly to road communica-
tion in various parts of the State. It may be mentioned that _road
transport and communication constitute the most important basic infra-
structure for economic upliftment of a nation. During the Congress
rule roads were not developed to the need of our economy. In my
Patharkandi constituency during the last 30 years no. roads barring
gome poriions of national highway had been made motorable throu-
ghout the year. There is a very urgent and pressing public - demand
for making the roads motorable during all seasons 80 that people can
move swiftly during an emergency.

In Patharkandi Constituency road from Chandkhire to Kataltali
and from Bazarichara to Rangamati are to be made metelled. Road
from Kanaibazar towards Hailakandi is also improved. There should be

bus service from Patharkandi to Hailakandi via Anipur and Ramkrisna-
nagar.

Mr. Spaker, Sir, much has been said regarding inadequate medi-
cal facilities provided to our poor people who are unableto pay high
price of medical service. I suggest that there should one Primary
Health Centre for cvery 10,000 population and there should be one
hospital for every onc lakh of people with a minimum of 25 beds.
The present system of -distribution of medicine is not what it should
be. Peoplc are generally aggricved about the distribution of medici
nes in the hospitals which is mainly ‘coloured water’ and suitable me-
dicines are not provided. ( The speaker was ringing the bill)

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I want a little more time to come to a close.
Regarding education the present Janata Government is te be congra-
tulated -for exemption of tuition feesupto Class X, but that is net
enough. Arrangements -are to. be made for re-imbursement of fees for
the venture schools started with the permission of the Government or
started in response to the needs of a particular area. The Chief
Minister has consented to meet the representatives of College teachers
in a few days time. The Janata - Government should immediately im-
plement the UGC scales in vegard to the college teachers of our State
as has been done in other parts of the country. A clear policy should
be Introduced urgently regarding the teachers -serving as ~honorary
teachers with departmental approval for higher ecducation and techni-
cal education. One college and & technical institute is urgently requi-
red for each constitueney having no such institution. At Patharkandi
ono college and a technical institute is most ungently necessary.

I would now like to bring the notice of the Janata Government
the lot of the Tripuri_ people living in Assam, Sir, the Tripuri
people are recognised by the Constitution as a Scheduled Tribs in various
other parts of our country. But in Assam they are not recognised
ag Scheduled Tribe and as such theyare not able to get the benefits
provided to members of Scheduled Tribes. In Tripura
recognised as Seheduled Tribe. I would like to draw the at
our popular Janata Ministry to the fate of these
should be treated with sympathy. They should be recognised as Plain
Tribe enjoying all constitutional benefits and the Janata Government
if necessary, take up the matter urgently with the Central Government.

they are
tention of
people and that they
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Sir. with these few words I support the motion of thanks ;?h
vernor’s address. And here I cometo a close of my speech Wit HGo-
and regards for you and other Hon’ble members present in this Hanks

ouse,
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Shri RANENDRA NARAYAN BASUMATARI—MTr. Speaker Sir,
it is a very important discussion, but neither the Chief Minister nor
the Deputy leader is present in the House.

Shri JAGANNATH SINHA, (Minister) Everything is being noted.

Shri PROMODE CHANADRA GOGOI—Sir, I raise a point of order.
Under Rule 275(A) “The Minister concerned. when a matter relating to his
portfolio is under discussion in the House, shall not leave the House
without the previous permission of the Speaker”. This i3 a general
discussion on the spcech delivered by the Governor and 1 think the
Chief Minister ‘will give reply. But the Chief Minister is absent from
the Houte. He can o out with the Previous permission of the Speaker,
May I know whether the Chief Minjster has gone out of the House with
your permission and if not whether he has violated the Rule 275 (A)?

Shri JAGANNATH SINHA, (Minister) Chief Minister is busy in
a meeting.

Shri PROMODE CHANDRA GOGOI—Whether he has taken the
the permission of the Chair 9 ;

Mr. Speaker—He is requested to come.

Shri PROMODE CHANDRA GOGOI—We are discussing the
matters Ielating fo the port-folios of other Ministers. They also can-
not go witlout the previous permission of the Speaker. Therefore Sir,
I submit that you will give a ruling that when a general discussion
takes place the Ministers should bc present in the House and take

note of the points raised by the hon’ble members in course of their
speeches.
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Mr. Speaker—The Cabinet is represented here.

Shri ABDUS SOBHAN—Then why they are following the

Privious Government.

Mr. Speaker—I will look in to this whole matter;
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Shri NARENDRA NATH DUTTA-—Sir, what right he has
got tosay that everybody is corrupt? He should withdraw it.
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Shri GIASUDDIN AHMED :—Mr. Speaker sir, we are discussing

(ke Governor’s address at a time which much turning peint in the
political History of Assam. The 30 years congress rule has
come to an end. The Janata parly hes come to _power.
And for the first time in the history of this Legislative Assembly
we find herc as many as 24 horowable members icpresenting different
left partics which believe in scientific socialism. Sir, I think this is a
very significant development in the political history of As.am and
this gives an indication of a possible third alternative of the left demo-
cratic forces. But unfortunately we have missed the bus. Let us not
blame each other. Let us hope for the Lest in future. Now, fir, the
Janata party is in power to day and our Comrade Promode Gogoi
has rightly observed that it is not yet time to make any critical
assegsement of the performances of the Janala Government, which has
just taken over a few days back. But then the Governor’s address,
as is the tradition, reflects Government policy that is going to be
followed in dificrent spheres. By the Goverroi ’s address we are discussing,
I am sorry to say, Sir, I am d'sappointed as we were being disappoi-
nted ye.r after year _from the Governor’s address during the Congress
regime. It is very difficu’t for me to find out any difference between
the Governor’s address during the previous Congress regime and this
Governor’s address. It is the same od tradition just kept intact. I
hope the purformances of the Janata Government will dis-prove me.
Sir, several subjccts have bcen mentioned such as land reform', agri-
culture, unemployment, industiies and other matters have alio been
discussid herc. We would like to know what would be the land
reform polcy of the Janata Government ? We have Tenenc; Act, we
have the <leiling Act passed during the Congress regime and these
acts, their loopholes, short-comings were discussed in this House time
without number. Per:onally I am very glad, some of our o!d collea-
friends who were very much vocal in the Opposition
he Treacury Bench, I hope they will remember those old
discusscd threadbare and many concrete sugeestions
but unfortunately the Government did not accept
eferm 1measuics, there is time for discu sion
about the Ceiling Act ard other land reform measures. There was a
proposal for passing an act for the .wdfare.of the agricultural worke s,
there was jut a tak which never this materialised was one of the items
in the 20 point programine, which we supported. but unfortunatcly
we were disappointed. High sounding words were heard but in pra-
ctice, every Hon’ble member will bear me out nothing has been
done. I would like to know what would be the policy of the Govern=
ment regarding land reform measurcs, what is the policy of the
Government regarding the question of removal of rural indebtedness
which Comrade Hemen Das has referred to and many other progra-
mmes. Sir, the guestion of industrialisation
agriculture is there. In the Governor’s address @& scheme hus been
mentioned which is known as Benor plan for intensive agricultural
development. Well this is a baby born in Wasnington, I do not
know whether it is legitimate or illegitimate, then Congress Govern-
ment adopted that baby from Washington. Now the Congress Govt.
is not in power and it is being readopted by the Janata Governme-
nt. I do not kn>w what will happen to this imporied baby of
Washington. Time is very short. Sir, therc is a question of decen-
tralisation of power, devolution >f responsibility to the local bodies

gucs and old
are now in t
davs and these were
were put forward ;
them. Regarding land 1

is there, the question of :
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viz. Panchayat, Municipalities etc. This is an important policy
adopted by this Government, that is very good. But, Sir, I would like to
submit that decentralisation is a process and this proeess should start from
the top. It eannot start half way. We have our Constitution. There are
as many as 3 Lists, viz. Union List, State List and Concurrent List
and that it is claimed that ours is a fcderal type ; but in fact, all the powers
have been concentrated in the Union Government. When this present
Government has adopted this decentialisation policy as an important policy
I am very much inieres:ed to know about the proposal that ig being
put forward before the Union to reallocation of powers between the
Statc and the Union. It is a very big country, Sir, and unless the
States are given more power it would be simply impossible
for any State to make any progress in the  socio-economic
field. Well, unity and integrity of the country must be maintained,
that is true. Let them have power in foreign affairs, defence
matiers, curremncy, Post and Tclegraph, communications etc, Bux
the other subjects may be given to the States. I am very muche
interested to know what is the policy of this Government in this vegard.
When they have sald that they have adopted this policy, an imertant
policy of decentralisation of power, I hope this Government will participate
in the top, in the national debate that is going on for distribution of
subjects between the States and the Union.

Theie are other matters also. This Government is advocating free
trade policy and at the same time they are advocating that prices would
be stabilised. Well, these two things cannot go together. If we give
freedom to the trade.s we cannot expect price to be s-abilised. These
aro the important matters which must be conidered in this House and
a decision must be taken in this regard. Any way Sir, the question of
unemployment problem is there. How this unemployment problen will
be solved. Other matteis like education we will have ample oportunities
to discuss during the brdget discussion.

I hope as this Government has come to power with the determi-
nation to undo the misdeeds of the Congress regime. Delinitely there
were misdeeds during emergency aad there weje many excesses. Thosg
cxcesses  should be enquired into now and action should Le taken.
Before concluding, I will give an instance of exsess committed during
emergency. Times without number this matter was discussed in the
House and it was brought to the notice of the then Chief Mitister
and the then Home Minis'er—and it was also brought to the notice of
the then Prime Minister-——But unfortunately nothing was done. They
turned a deaf ear to this. We have supported the emargency for which
we were blamed. We protested against the excess 8. Let me make it clear
Sir, —we were also victims of such cxcesses- Here is one concrete
instance, which I hope the present Government would take up and do
justice. Here is a letter which was addressed to the then Ch'ef Minister
and Home Minister dated 13th September 1976—as mony as 4 members

of this House signed this letter. I would like to bring this to the
notice of the House.

l"WC like to bring the following facts to your notice for necessary
action,



138 DEBATE ON THE GOVERNOR’S ADDRESS  [23rd March

“In response to the call of the All India Kishan Sabha 150 Kishans
of the Golokganj P.S. area peacefully assembled in front of the office
of the S.D.C. Golokganj on 9th September 1976 and started hunger
strike quite peacefully in demand of speedy and proper implementation
of the 20 point programme, besides other demands for the bencfit of
the wecker section of the people. The hunger strikers were absolutely
peaceful. But at about 2-45 p.m. one O.C. namely Nirendra Sarkar
Roy accompanird by armed police suddesly pounced upon the hunger
strikers without any provocation what so cver and began to assult them
right and left and threatened to shoot them if the hunger strike was
continued’’,

Thus most of the hunger strikers were forced to disperse. But
22 of them were tounded up to the police and taken to the Golokganj
Police Station. There in front of the Police Station one of hunger
strikers namely Sahabuddin Ahmed was mercilcssly and brutally beaten
and thereafter he was hand cuffed and tied with a postlike an animal,

Apart from that there are cases of the same nature which I hop:
the Chief Minister wou'd look into. I hope and believe that that wroug
doers who were contributors to thesc things should. be brought to book.
There are hu-dreds of such excesses all over the Siate. I would be very
glad if those excesses were enquired into even now and action taken.
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ADJOURNMENT

Mr. SPEAKER : Order ovder, the hon. member would continue
on 27th. The House stands adjourned till 10 a.m. Monday, the 27th
mstant.

The House then rose at 5p.m. and stood adjourned till 10 AM.
on Monday, the 27th March, 1978,

Dated, Dispur, P. D. BARUA
23-3-78. Secretary
Assam Legislative Assembly.

AGP. (L.A.) 566/78 =1,200—220.18,
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