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THE ORDER OF THE GOVERNOR

Proceedings of the First-Session of the Assam Legislative Assebly
assembled after the Sixth Goaneral Election under Sovereign Democra- -
tic Republican Constitution of India.

The House met in the Assembly Chamber, Dispur, Gauhati g¢n
Tuesdav, the 2Ist March 1978 with the Hon. Spcaker Pro-tem in
the Chair, 12 ( Twelve ) Ministers, 4 (four) Ministers of State, 4 four)
Parliamentary Seccretaries and 105 (one hundred and five ) Members

The Secretary, L. A. at the outset read out the order of (he
Governor : No. ALQ. 4/78/1436, dated 13th March 1978.

“In pursuance of Article 1£8 of the COnstituLio_n of India, I,
Lallan Prasad Singh, Governor of Assam, hereby appoint Shri Nagen
Barua, Member of the Assam Legislative Assembly, as the person before
whom the Members of the said Assembly shall make and subscribe
their oath or affirmation according to the form set out for the said

purpose in the Third Schedule of the Constitution, untill a Speakir g
elected.

After the election of the Speaker of the Assembly, the oath or- affirma-
tion shall be made and subscribed " before the Speaker of the said Assemb)
and in his abscnce before the Deputy Speaker or when the Assembly s
in session and both the Speaker and Deputy Speaker are absent,

before the person, who may be presiding over the Assembly for (he
time being.

The 12th March, 1978 Sd./-LALLAN PRASAD SINGH

The Secretary, L. A. then read out the ordser of the GoVCi‘nor
published under No. LAQ. 4/78/1438, dated 13th March 197g.

Whereas the office of the Speaker will becom: vacant immCdiatcl
before the commencement of the first meeting of the Agsam Lesillat;v,:
Assembly on the 2lst March, 1978 and the office of the Deputy
Speaker is also :acant :

In exercise of the powers conierrcd upon me by clayse eor
Article 180 of the Constitution of India, I, Lallan Prasad Sin0
Governor of Assam, hereby appoint Shri Nagen Barua, g Meimbey all,
he Assam Legislaiive Assembly, to perform the duties of i [E,,I
ol Spzaker from the commencement of the said meeling ang office
thz Speaker shall have been clected by the said Asscmbly, until

['e 12th “March, 1978 S4/-LALLAN PRASAD SINGH




2 ORDER OF THE GOVERNOR [215t March

Shri Nagen Barua : (SPeakcr pro-tem) pr, 1 detail the p]'occd_urr-
that will be followcd for making ard subscribing oath or affirmation.
The procedure will be-- the Secrciary will call out the names of the
Members one by one. He will first call the Leader ofthe fiouse and
then other Members of the Council of Ministers and Parliamcntary
Secretaries. The names of other Members .\‘Vlll‘f.h.ﬂﬂ bz called by him
in alphabetical order. Hon'ble Members will please come up to the
Secretary’s lable, one by one, make and subscrlbc_ the oath or affir-
mation. sign the Roll of Members, shake hand with the Chair and
then will please resume their seats. If any member is for some reason
or other absent at the time when his mame is called, he will please wait
till the Secrctary calls out his name for the second time which he
wi'l do again in the same alphabet'cal order after the 'ist is «xheu-
ted. Secretary then called out names in alphabetical o:rder.

ELECTION OF SPEAKER

*Mr. Speaker Protem—I, now take up item No.3 i, e. election of
Speaker. There are two valid nomination papers amd I shall read out
the particulais of the Nomination papers as required by Sub-Rule (4)
of Rule 7 of Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Busincss in Assam
Legislative Assembly. All the nomination papers arc in favour of the
same member i. e, Shri Jogendra Nath Hazarika.

Nomination paper No. l—Proposed by Dr. Tarini Mohan Barua and
seconded by Shri Golak Kakati.

Nomination paper No. —Proposed by Shri Altaf Hossain Mazumder
and seconded by Shri Santi Ranjan Das Gupta.

As there is only one member nominated for the effice of the
Speaker, T have much pleasure in declaring Shri Jogendra Nath Hazarika
to have been duly elected unopposed in this House as Speaker of the
Assam Legislative Assembly.

Before T request Shri Hazarika to occupy the Chair, I would like
to offer a few words of felicitation to him on his @ecvation to this
exalted office. Shri Hazarika, though new in this House, is not new
to us. His qualitics of head and heart are well known to all of us.
1 have strong conviction that the trust reposed in him has net only
been not misplaced but has been very rightly placed, and 1 am quite
sure that as an able Parliamenterian he will acquit himself to the
satisfaction of all concerned. His selection as Speaker has ensured safery
for the rights and privileges of the hon’ble members of this House.

Speech ont corrected,

; |
Raditinnos (Theaiiiai aadi
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I have no manner of doubt in my mind (haf he wil}l t&:t t;:l;l ‘:’U]-I
Opcration from aill quarters and with youl co_oPtrH.'l o moothl
bave no diificulty in conducting thc business of the House smoothly
and efficicatly.

As weo all know, Shri Hazarika was a member of Parliament
right T.m ilui: Provisional Parliament till the third Lok Sal?ha and
thus acquired a vast knowledge and cxperience  of the Parliamentary
world. He was Parliamentary Sccretary to the_ Prime Mmlljsicr in the
Ministry of External Affairs from Auglst, 1952: to May, 1962. He was
also a member of the Parliamer tary Delegation to the U.S.8.R. in the
Year 1962.

I am sure, Shri Hajarika will amply justify his unanimous sclecticn
by the hon. members of this House.

I would now request Shri [{azarika (o come ard take the Ch:ir.
FELICITATICN TO THE SPEAKER

8larren sy (3 T GG WM, GH SIS AT
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TCAMTTY AT A7 oy Wiosre fofes &g @f 196 T 26
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TR T | N W IW R WA 0 AT S T 2

C O O GG W TOT 9 AR T gl 30 TR ST S |

CNAF AT TIEAE AR @ Ferw | W ST A
BT 416 WA G619 RSl Sorgpig &, 71977 GeroT THIRE |
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BTETA W1 S—TA 1T WETF MR, QR W ASS AT AT W6 A0
rErE | OB TIEH ST ST ARGl FIRE Joel S G HIR | s
TR AEE AT FIHBTADG #1156 Tqw #[/1 ACATE  ASTHT SR | S -
F@T WSE QR AN AT ARSI HAGFE T A ST TG
F43 |

Shri Binoy Kumar Basumatary :— Mr. Hon’ble Speaker. Sir, T on
behalf of the Plains Tribal Council greet you and we are extremely
glad that you are elected as Speaker and that you are cme of us.
" We are very much proud of this. Sir, we assure you our wholehearted
co-operation and we look forward that jou will protect us and you
will help us to bring this Assembly into a glorious chapter in the
history of Assam. Thank you, sir.

AnTS oMM SAIETET BTRSE o— T+ 1 4T MR, SI7R1H TR >rafs
Fry RTeri-oey wgmm IR Toe @R WR WG N, TEq OI%q [T
| G RTE WreRE WS WO Fiaegl | SRl Aol e e ate-
T S IO WEAAE AN A& FIAT] FA A4S D Wiewer
B | G ATSIFaS (TIF 19419 Tore T (268 A9 I JQe] H5s-
SR s B (1 o I T G 14 O B e G B i (= S R S R I
B e e (e A £ e e s e e n: I S Lp i iorc e BRI eyl A
A TCS TF O ARG $i5 S0 A e 9199 AT | A0S SIS
Fiqen | RET ASR I A RS SN FoR, ®ET AT AI[C@
IS AP | ZATE 0T WL N (WY Greig GIeewa S R |
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METET |

ST ST, OB I N TN $9 A0 T @ATHE IBI 419 0w
G @2 ATNT I ANGE Fge. 5RNT e oS Mol Ryl
T T WIEFT G T T IR T | AT WA | AR wqnt
T T I Somw ©E  SAEEEAT FAE FE0T Rl orEE
T IREES wig<Tg w9 [9em Ao/ 10 TRIe—Ra0s Aq ST AATIBea qeed
TN 92 AT W Gl Se 39 — ©I9 - g WOHE AR | IR 7RI
W FT O WG WAL WECATSl WIeRpEe WE; W' 9 9 iy
QAR M WA SR T 4% 26T 1939 169 (Kqq MRS Fea
AT ISTS AT TG TS BN TPRT AZT F9g — i @Ay
G O AT ST G AYAY Toede T SRl WINF F19d AT

O PRI WS TR WA Fiwwr — G¥iE 9 W AW T o
I AT LR GHRCET |



- 1978] FELICITATION TO THE SPEAKER 5

Shri Khagen Baxrbarua:— Honourable Speaker Sir, The R.C.P.I
group of A. L. A. express congratulation for your eclection unanimously
as Speaker of the Assam Legislative Assembly. Sir, We may be micro-
scopic in this House but we represent certain sections of the pcople
with an ideology based on Marxian Phylosophy. As you know Sir,
thesis and antithesis makes synthcsis. There is a contradiction in the
Indian society between imperialism and bougnoeise capitalism as well as
remnents of feudelism- on the one h:ind and the entire working people
including the middle class on the other. Sir, if any one wants to -avoid the
class betw=in the social classes in the Society; he is either groping in
darkmess or not a goad politician. -

On any cventuality i e, if Indiz is aggressed by any power, capi-
talist or socialist, R. C. P. I. will stand to defend sovereignity,
civilisation and culture with the Government farses like one man So
far Assembly proceedings are concerned we hope that the R. G, P. I.
group will be receiving your consideration and as well as at the
somelime a!s.ufl‘er you assurance for co-operation so far the Assembly
d:bate apd proceedings are concerned.

. Ouew vm ot - wurs wm, wie e e GG \iione
UR TS WP WIS (ZEre W8 N WY o[ET SR AT TS
S FiqegT |

G I, 55 TR 4 g Fer W sAITT 29w teige o
TS WA R T AT e ey oA WigwwT o9 S ox e
A 0] SR AN =fe 1wy e e QAT (ToTs @2
e S s197a NS TOIASAFEq  SI]EM AT TIoT FTATT =[47 21 WAR
AT iy Wy qorim Agear e AEiEeE weReiN | oW Wy 3T
RO Stem g aw e Wi @R S 5 T cere Wish
SR Ieay SRR afe a0 9GS Srerd gte W s Ay
O T o Y SR, A 47 A7 GAIE TNA 7995 7 ARCET |

@
Shri Dewan Joynal Abedin:—Mr. Speaker Sir, I heartily congra-
'ulate you for your unanimous eclection as Speaker in this Augus
House. We all know that you are ascason Parliamentrian and I " hope
that you will  be able to  conduct the business of this House very
effectively and protect the aspitations of the members of this House.
Few membeis of the S. U. C. L. party have been clected to this House
for the first time and I, as the leader of the said party in the Assam
Legislative Assembly assure you of our full cooperation in conducting
the business of the House. With these few words Sir, I offer my
thanks to you on behalf of the S. U. C. 1. group of A. L. A.

AfsTrore = s—ways oleatar o aforabmons oty fqam S
TF IR TbS (RS T (IS, UrelNe  wiewwy  wiew  wiaer | w2
TATRT AT [T AT AR T MR sreveti4<e7 TZ FRTA0TS

- TR S 7 Bieg 90T 0T R aome ortute WA e Sam-

O 5 o | Seid o feers g TS T AR S
ST STR targ 3T WA |
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Shri Premiodhar Bora:—] congratulate you for being elected ms
Speaker of this August House. All shades of opinion is with you We
the Independent gioup surely hope and believe that sanctity of the
House and dignity would be honoured from your side. The members
who are elected as Indeperdent members will extend fullest cooprration

to yeu and sce that the decoum and sanctity of the Housc are n ain-
tained. With these words I thank you.

Srer B SRR c—TayE WET, WehA A afeEieRy  SarE
fTios @AT WE AR FEE A9 OIS WONE A I W SH
ST e WS rdig rreey (TRE »860 PRICR P
steorea sl R e - (2ige tored SN FRATEHT FOTRCAGA
ST W ST TG e | R TS IR WY TN T
B e R e R SU i s T
RS WA RUEeE 39et  carmATRd | 9560 DAY AN 2243 B
s SR TS Autes ST R T I, Remls S
J3Gq A TPOR W SR Gihe 1Y A ©F @ TN AWAR
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e Ao R0E WG SHEe  SAEE INIENeA TS BehE I
319 T3 IT35 AT |
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©Y1 TN TGAISE e Ge ey et Ay ST WRL Wiy
e e 534 0% (XEE, TS qUAAIE WATE 25T M | TR o
Tfwer SRATE AT TN wEw  TEcier o | TR WM e
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Al iy ey Wy pm mEwE, W8 TANTS TS R aieiery
roie fHeRT5e (TS w8 wE MErRT | AT on s A AAMT AT
TSNS N5 @2 ANes W@E  «FNE Ty | Terd WER 98 enfpg
IO TR ARG I FHE vl | N WA A6 TS R Gz
SIEIC L R ey o ol S 1 - 4 i B o8 SO L
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from ov8  TRLHT —WYTEF TR, TRIORCS WIAR 94T AT W
fzpite Ta afeiens  Hioe mae  wrelks §RM @ON I |
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AR FFIES FTHAT ST -§0 |

“Myr, Speaker : Hon’ble leader of the House and leadeis of
Opposition parties and other Hon’ble members, I am intensely
grateful to all of you for this signal honour that you have conferred
on me. It js mot only an office of honour but_ of trust and
responsibility as well. I am also fully conscious of my own
shortcomings and limitatioms. It will always be my eurnest endeavour
to discharge the duties of this high office to the best of my abilities
and with utmost impartiality. But in order to discharge the
responsibilities of this bhigh office full co-cperation and active support
of all the Hon'ble members is absolutely necessary. I do hope
and trust that I shall get your co-operation in abundance and I
hope that we shall not only be able to uphold the dignity and
traditions of this august House and the privileges of the hon’ble
members individually and of the MHouse collectively but also to
expand them. It will be my endeavour in this Chamber to uphold
the sovereignty of discussions which may be circumscribed only by
striot rules and procedures and code of parliamentary conduct.

Although I had been in the Indian Parliament for a pretty long
time, I am new to this House and I am not fully acquainted with
the traditions and conventions of this House. Similarly many of
the Hon'ble members are also new to this House. Be that as it
may, I feel that both new and old the vigour of the new and the
experiences of the old will combine to go to create a healthy atmosphere in
this House. In fine, I would assure you all that in the discharge
of my responsibilities as Speaker, I shall be guided only by strict
fairness to all, irrespective of party affiliations.

I thank you all for the kind words that have been said abowut
me and also for the honour conferred on me.
Thank you.

( The House stands adjourned till 3 p. m. today )

Mr. Speaker : Honourable Members piesent, the Governor is
addressing the House to-day at 3.03p.m. He is coming by the
Eastern Gate of the Assembly premises at 3.05 p. m. Myself and the
Secretary will be going to receive him at the Gate. The instruc. -
tions as to how the Governor is to be reccived in the House have
been laid on each Members’ Table. As soon as he comes, [ think,
we should comply with these instructions. In the meantime. the
Address will be distributed to the Members. :

With your permission now, I leave the House to receive the
Governor at the Gate.

#* Speach not corrected

Now 1 request the Governor to Address the House.
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A AMTETE AR - e—way® eETE Ay [0 e TR
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arer | e o ARe” Wiy e qwis WMo 2

fx7 ¢ #AIFT, i—WT T, AGTT |

Aerga 7 IFANT —ErE WERE, T2 RIeR]  SleIhrE ANYH
SRS | Gl 5AeRg WG 3 SRS IEnAER, ST 9,0 51
Sra wesl | oS WO OETT  ASATFST Fi9 O GAGl HIFEAT  ARATACS
TTESIET &GAT THNREIGT 49 FAT  =F Gy P @R AT9T R DL TS
SR |

Mr. Spearer : Please take your seat. A point of order may
be raised, if you think latcr on. Now, pleasc take your seat.

ADDRESS OF GOVERNOR OF ASSAM, SHRI
L. P. SINGH, IN' THE BUDGET SESSION OF
ASSAM LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY,
MARCH, 1978.

Mr. Speaker and Hon'ble Members,

It is my pleasant duty to-day to welcome you
to this House. I see among you many old friends
who have been re-elected to this House and also
many others who have been elected for the first
time. The people of the State look upto you to in-
terpret their hopes and aspirations and place these
before the House and the Government. It will also
be your duty to explain the Government’s policy
and programmes before the public and give them
the necessary guidance and leadership. 1 wish you
all success in the task before you in the coming five
vears. I take this opportunity also to congratulate
the vast electorate, members of the political parties
and the officers of Government ergaged in con-
ducting the Elections for their part in making the
election peaceful and fair thereby strengthening
the base of our democracy. '

The year that has passed has been fairly event-
- ful and recent developments have posed consider-
able administrative challenge in several directions.

-
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Law and
order

Inter State
Borders.

GOVERNOR'S ADDRESS H

The law and order situation in the State caused :;
certain sirains on the administration, but neverthe-
less remained quite satisfactory during the year.
There were a series of agitations by students, Ser-
vice Associations and Trade Unions in the course
of the year which posed grave problems, but these
cou.d be effectively contained over a period of time.
The students agitation centred around wvarious
issues both academic and non-academic, political
as well as local. Old issues were sometimes brought
up as fresh demands. Following the rustication of
some students of Silchar Medical College over in-
cidents of ragging there was a strike in the College,
but ultimately the matter was settled to the
satisfaction of a!l concerned.

The year also witnessed a few sporadic incidents
of mob violence which required police intervention.
These incidents could, however, be isolated and
contained effectively.

The State Government employees’ agitation
lasted for 18 days during which essential official
work and services were carried on. The Action
Committee of the State Government employees
had made various demands in respect of service
conditions from tinme to time. These demands had
been discussed at various levels. However, before
any consensus could be reached indefinite strike
was resorted to. In course of subsequent discus-
sions the demands of the State Government em-
ployees were further discussed and after prolong-
ed discussions the strike was withdrawn on 2nd
January, 1978.

The situation along the State borders has béen, |
by and large, peaceful. There were, however, 2 or 3
incidents of some concern on the Assam Nagaland
border and one incident on the Assam Arunachal
Pradesh border. Closer links were forged with
neighbouring states through the N, E. C. and
through Inter State Co-ordination meetings at the
level of the Government as well as at the level of
Commissioners of Division and District Officers.
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General Assam experienced abnormal weather condi-
goemomic 45 ons since March last year. Incessant rains accom-
panied by hail storms caused complete failure of
the traditional Ahu and Bao paddy and the Jute
Crops all over the State. The damage In terms of
value of crops destroyed or lost was estimated at
more than Rs. 26 crores affecting over 45 1_akh
people in the rural areas. Relief measures organised
by the State from out of normal plan resources
" amounted to Rs. 1.67 crores. In addition, 10,000
tonnes of wheat worth Rs.1.25 crores were received
from the Government of India for relief operations.
CARE INDIA also donated 1500 tonnes of rice for

relief purpose.

Floods The annual recurrence of floods took its usual
"~ toll. The worst affected areas were low lying areas
of Dhubri and Barpeta Subdivisions, Nowgong
district Majuli and Dhemaji Subdivision and Dib-
rugarh town. Jorhat town also witnessed an un-
precedented spot flood in June, 1977. Rescue and

relief operations were undertaken on a large scale.

At the request of the State Government, a
Central Team of officials visited the State and the
State Government placed a demand for advance
Plan assistance to the tune of Rs. 10.40 crores and
special relief for Rs. 5.00 crores. The Government
of Ipdia sanctioned Rs. 3.23 crores for advance plan
assistance under the State Plan and Rs. 1.76 crores
under.the Central Sector. An amount of Rs.69 lakhs
was disbursed as Gratuitous Relief, and Test Relief
works worth Rs. 63.68 lakhs were taken up.

;lrgf::cﬂon Flood protection measures were continued in
M easures. j;he year under review, priority being given to rais-
ing and strengthening of embankments, completion
of new embankments, closing gaps in existing
embankment systems, particularly in the Barak
Valley and construection of sluice gates. Improve-
ment of town drainage and protection works also
received attention. The Central loan assistance for
such works in 1977-78 was Rs. 7.76 crores. Special
emphasis has been placed on improvement and
strengthening works in the Barak Valley and the
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Annual Plan
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allocation under the Annual Plan for 1977-78 for
the works in the Barak Valley was Rs. 2.66 crores.
A fuither amount of Rs. 2.75 crores has been esti-
mated for the purpose under the 1978-79 Annual
Plan.

It is the intention of the State Government to
highlight to the Government of India the necessity
of long term and comprehensive flood protection
measures whereby the Brahmaputra and Barak
Valley systems can be tamed and their potential
utilised for generation of hydro-electric power
and irrigation.

The National Development Council fixed the
oth Five Year Plan outlay for the State at Rs.473.84
crores inclusive of an additional outlay of Rs. 92.52
crores for the Core Sectors. This sum also includes

Rs. 120.00 crores for the Minimum Needs Pro-
gramme.,

For the Annual Plan 1977-78, the Planning
Commission had originally approved an outlay of
Rs. 115.97 crores comprising of Rs. 108.59 crores
for General areas and Rs. 7.38 crores for Hill Areas.
In addition, the Planning Commission allocated an
additional amount of Rs. 3.42 crores for the accele-

. rated road development programme during the

year.

The size of the Annual Plan, 1978-79 has been
fixed at Rs. 155.00 crores. This includes Rs. 11.00
crores for State Annual Plan for the Hill areas and
Rs. 10.00 crores quantified for the Tribal Sub-Plan.
Out of the above amount of Rs. 155.00 crores, the
Central assistance for the State Plan will be of the
order of Rs. 105.00 crores. In addition, the State
Government is expected to be provided with an
additional outlay for the new Power Schemes as
are justified by the State Government in the course
of the year. Over and above this nutlay, special
Central assistance of Rs. 3.25 crores for Tribal Sub-
Plan and Rs. 7.90 crores for Hill Plan will also be
received during the year. Thus, the total size of
the State Plan for 1978-79 stands at Rs.166.15
crores. Here it may be emphasised that it is the
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intention of the State Government to seek in-
creased Central assistance for faster development
of the backward and underdeveloped areas of the

State.

Increased agricultural production constitutes
an essential objective of the developmental pro-
gramme of the State Government. In a predomi-
nantly agricultural economy such as ours it is im-
perative that the coverage and production of high
yielding varieties of crops be progressively boosted.

Agriculiuce

Greater emphasis has to be laid on the imple-
mentation of the Intensive Agricultural Extension
Service Scheme commonly known as the Benor
Plan. The object of the scheme is to provide,
by re-organisation of the existing extension
set up, a more intensive and scientific schedule
of training and field supervision. To enable the ex-
tension staff to provide upto date scientific advice
to the farmers and enable them to solve day to day
problems, elaborate arrangements for training of
the extension staff at all levels will be made.

It is proposed to popularise use of high
yielding varieties, encourage farmers to progres-
- sively adopt improved farm management practices
even in small farms, increase the total area under
multiple cropping and increase absorption of idle
surplus iabour in rural areas by labour intensive
practices in agriculture. ‘

It would be the intention of this Government to
ensure that the cultivators in the villages get the
real beneﬁts of increased agricultural production,
Special measures will be initiated to undertake
comprehensive study on the problems of agricul-
turists in the ‘Char’ areas of Assam, and to remove
the basic problems of these areas speedily.

Land To boost up agricultural production as also to

Revenue giye relief to small farmers, agricultural land hold-
ing upto 10 bighas will be exempted from payment
of land revenue. Realisation of 30% surcharge on
land revenue imposed in 1972 will be stayed and
steps will be taken to abolish it.
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For the success of "agricultural development
programme it is essential that the dependence on
rain-fed agriculture be gradually done away with
and existing irrigation potential fully utilised and
‘augmented.

It is envisaged to bring up the utilisation of
irrigation potential upto 35% of the total created
irrigation potential in the State during the Fifth
plan period. The actual utilisation of existing irri-
gation potential has not developed sufficiently due
to lack of on-farm development facilities such as
construction of field channels, field drains, land
levelling and land shaping activities. There was
poor motivation of farmers and inadequate field
supervision. :

Small Irrigation Projects are proposed to
be taken up which will not only add to the
potential but also provide employment to the agri-
culturists in the off season. This will also help in

providing drinking water throughout the year in
the rural areas.

Soil Conser-  L1€ Forest Department will continue regenera-

vation

Health

tion and plantation programmes with emphasis on
shorter rotation crops. Teakwood, matchwood and
plywood plantations as well as cultivation of
medicinal plants on an experimental basis will
also be extended. Emphasis on soil conservation
measures will be laid in order to tackle the two
major problems of soil erosion in Assam, that of
jhumming in the hill areas and gully and stream
bank erosion in the plains areas.

It is the intention of the State Government to
make measures for family welfare acceptable to
the people. Any form of compulsion would be
avoided and people would be encouraged to
voluntarily take up birth control measures for
their own well-being. Fee of twenty four paise per
patient charged from outpatients in state dispen-
saries and hospitals will be abolished. It shall be
the endeavour of the State Government to provide
drinking water and medical care facilities in the
rural areas of the State,
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The goal of having at least one primary
school in every village of Assam has been adopted
by the State Government. It is proposed to cOVET
all villages not having the facility of primaly
education with primary schools on a priority bas!s.
Further, students upto class X will be exempted

from payment of tuition fees. -

Inspite of its wvaried natural endowments,
Assam still continues to be industrially backward
for a variety of reasons, the chief ones being its
geographical isolation from the rest of the country,
poor and undependable communications, lack O
adequate infrastructure, lack of entrepreneurlal,
technical and managerial talents, poor capital for-
mation and poor purchasing power in the hands of
the people. The State Government would take UP
with the Government of India the question of the
need for adopting a special strategy for industrial
development of the State. The Government Of
India would also be approached to intensify their
capital investment in the State. .The need for
declaring the entire State as industrially back-
ward as also for extending the Rural Industries
P_roglects Scheme to the entire State will be empha-
sised.

Rural Electrification Scheme will be taken up 11t
larger areas in all earnestness to create infrastruc-
ture for rural industrialisation through Sma
Scale Industries.

Sericulture and Weaving constitute one of
the largest and most important traditional cottage
industries in Assam. It would be the intention
of the State Government to encourage progres-
sively the revival of the traditional crafts in
Assamese villages, opening thereb, the way tO
Increased employment in rural indusivies and
supplementing of agricultural and wage incomes
for the poorest section of the people.

The State Government will take up prompt
steps to streamline the Co-operative set up D
Assam and make it more responsi¥e to the needs of
the people.
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The plan outlay for Co-operation during
1978-79 has been fixed at Rs. 4 Crores.

Improvement of road communications in this
important strategic area of the country is crucial,
and it will be the endeavour of the State Govern-
ment to provide new roads and also to maintain
and develop the existing roads system.

Adequate attention will be paid to the im-
provement of roads in the rural areas as well as
improvement of communication and drainage in
the towns.

Assam has, over the years languished in the
back-waters of the national mainstream. This has
largely been due to the bottleneck of communica-
tions. It will be the intention of this Government
to strive for ihe development of better rail and
road communications in the State. With this end
in view, this Government will press for increased
Central assistance for the construction of three
bridges over the Brahmaputra at Jogighopa,
Silghat and Dibrugarh and for extension of the
broad gauge railway line upto Tinsukia.

The Town and Country Planning Department
has taken up the work of preparation of Master
Plans for eight towns in Assam. The fina] Master
Plan for Tezpur, Dibrugarh and Silchar has been
recently adopted by Government. The draft Mas-
ter Plans for Nowgong and Sibsagar are also
likely to be published soon.

Housing programmes for the welfare of the
economically weaker classes and for employees in
the low income groups will be given first Priority
The State Housing Board has taken up construe-
tion of residential accommodation for such low
income groups through financial assistance from
the HUDCO and loan assistance through the L.1.C

It will be the intention of t
to give the highest priority
improvement of living con

his  Government
to such schemes for
ditions and meeting
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the cssential minimmum needs of the poorest sec-
tion of the people in rural areas.

The State Government is committed to tone
up administration. Emphasis will be placed on re-
moval of corruption from all levels of adminis-
tration and special efforts will be made to
simplify the working of the Government machine-
1y at public counters and at the cutting edge of
administration.

vear it was decided to
review the action taken by Government in respect
of the orders of dismissal, removal or reduction
of rank under the provisions of Article 311 (2) as
well as Compulsory Retirement under Fundamen-
tal Rule 56(B). Review Committees were constitut-
ed for different levels of Government employees,
such as gazetted officers, non-gazetted employees.
Police and Jail Department Officials. These
Review Committees have been directed to com-
plete their work within 10th April, 1978.

Tt will be the endeavour of the State. Govern-
ment to carry out other measures of administrative
reforms inciuding delegation of power to appro-
priate leveis such as Tribunals, etc, instead of
centralising the power at State Government level.

During the current

Devolution of responsibility to the local
bodies, namely Panchayats and Municipalities
has been adopted as an important principle by
the State Government and the normal functioning
of the Panchayats and Municipalities will be res-
tored within a time-bound programime.

A special study of the problems of women,
particularly relating to their status and employ-
ment shall be undertaken with a view to accord-
ing full recognition to this section of society.

The Government will address itself earnestly
10 the problem of growing unemployment parti-
cularly in the rural and Tea Garden areas as well
as to the problem of educated unemployed youth.
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Government are equally concerned about the
problems of labour in the industrial as well
as in the un-organised fields. Speedy disposal of
industrial disputes as well as proper implementa-
tion of the provisions of the Plantation Labour
Act will be the goals of the State Government.

The State Government is determined to give
a fair deal to minorities and Tribal and Backward
sections of the society. They will have all protec-
tion and safeguards enjoined in the constitution.

I have sought, in this brief survey, to high-
light the more important policies programmes
and activities of the Government, The task of
ensuring all round development is undoubtedly
very formidable. The State Government is deter-
mined to continue its efforts towards removal of
poverty, attainment of economic self-reliance,
upliftment of the backward classes and narrowing
down regional disparities and imbalances. I have
every hope and confidence that this challenge of
Developmental Planning and growth will be met
successfully in our State with the active co-opera-
tion of the members of this House.

JAI HIND

Mr. Speaker-Now under rule 13 sub-rule of 2 of the rules of procedure
and Conduct of Business in the Assam Legislative Assembly I propose that
the Governor has been pleased to make & speech. A copy of the
speech has been placed on the table and cepies of the speech have
been distributed to the hon’ble members also. I have received also
the following motion of thanks on the Governor address from
Shri Nagen Sarma seconded by Shri Nagen Barua, Now, Shri Nagen
Sarma to meve the motion,

Shri Giasuddin Ahmed—Mr. Spaker, Sir, I think we should
get a copy of the motion.

Shri Nagen Sarma—Mr. Speaker, Sir, the members of the
Assembly are grateful to the Governor for the address he has been
pleased to deliver to the House today on the 21st March 1978
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if any, on the motion of
wriat’ upto 5°pm  today.

RCare FqaT — WA 13 ST

Mr. Speaker—Notice cf amendm(nt, 1. &7
thanks will be received by the Assemby Secret:

Shri Promde Gogoi—Mr. Speaker, Sir. Before  submitting  any
amendment you will direct ‘the office to circulate a copy of the motion
to all the members so that we can submit amendment.

Mr. Speaker—This will be done.

A =T c—grE  Wed, el ST Pl FeAET] PO
S S g g Tarae FEAAd o A AT d T AR
L TAC IS (14 0 MR CI T4 B ([ B e ] T

Mr. SPEAKER—Alright upto 8 o’clock tomorrow morning. Now  Obi-
tuary reference.

OBITUARY REFERENCE
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Shri Kl'mgen Barbaruma :— Mr. Speaker, Sir, I do not like to
tax the patience of the House long as the Hon’ble Leader of the
Houfe a8 well as the Leader of the Congress bench and the other
i-‘I‘on ble Members have already spoken enough about the activities of
tae persons who have passed away. But it is the order of nature
that everyone, right from the king down to the street sweeper no
one can fly but everyone will have to die-whether he is great or
small. Tt has been mentioned in our religious -books that everything
moves in a cycling order. Aeccording to Marx negation of negation.
According to " sfs v Those who have gone from us will have to
S badf one day. This is the real spirit which is accepted in
Hindu Philosophy also.  &efts faf4st 7 Tieh 97acq ©8 7 219 16504 2T

TN TSN W2 Some of hem, who have passed away, have contributed
@ griae deal for the development of the society in different fields
and some of them have written valuable books though there are no
left trend, which will always inspire some of our people for the
development of the soceity in different spheres of culture. According
to Carlyle, the ripest thought of the decfest wisdom of the wiseat
man of all ages and time, consisps a book. I, therefore, express my
deep homage to the departed souls and extend my wholeharted sym-
pathy to the members of the bereaved family.
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The House was then adjournsd till 10 a;

m. on Wednesda y the
2 nd March, 1978.

Dated Dispur

P. D. BARUA,
The 218t March, 1977. 5 Secretary,

Assam Legislauve Assembly .
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