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1978] 413

Procecdings of the First Session of the Assam Legislative Assembly
assembled after the Sixth General Election under Sovereign Democra-
tic Republican Constitution of India.

The House met in the Assembly Chamber, Dispur, Gauhati on
Tuesday, the 4th April, 1978 with the Honarable Speaker/
in the Chair, 12(twelve) Minisiers, 4 (four; Ministers of State, .
4(four) Parliamentary Sccretaries and 99 (nincty nine; Members present.

SHORT NOTICE QUESTION

Mr. SPEAKER : Now, the Short Notice Question. oy
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414 CALLING ATTENTION NQTICE [4th April
Mr. Speaker -—Now, Item No. 2

*SHRI NISHITH RANJAN DAS : Speaker, Sir, I beg to call the
attention of the Minister, Education, under Rule 54 of the Rules of
Procedure and Conduct of Business in Assam Legislative Assembly
regarding “Non-absorption of Basic and Normal trained persomns of the
‘Hailakandi Subdivision in the vacancies in the L.P., M.V. and M.E.
Schools of the Subdivision.”” Sir, this has caussd great dissatisfaction
among the trained persons and regular resentment is being expressed
by them in front of the Office of the D.I. of Schools, Hailakandi
since last few months,
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Shri RAMENDRA DE—Sir, on a point of clearifigation.
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Shri ABDUL MUOTADIR CHOWDHURY : Sir, what _wi!l .-be
| the future of these candidates a list of whom has been prepared by
| the department ? : :
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Shri BENOY KUMAR BASUMATARI : ona point of clarification
Sir, what is the fate of the Bedo Teachers who have been sclected
put who could not be appointed ?

Mr. Speaker: This is quite a different question.

Shri Md. SAMSUL HUDA : Sir, I beg to call the attention of
the Minister, Forest under Rule 54 of the Rules of Procedure and
Conduet of Business in Assam Legislative AssemblY to the news item
appearing in the Dainik Asom, dated 20th March, 1978 under the
caption”  “wycd ©R WE 493 TAC AW AZag AN :

Shri SAMAR BRAHMA CHOWDHURY  ( Minister ) :
Sir, Government attention has been drawn (o the news item
T ORI AT 4 FAS A ALy WA published in  Dainik  Asom
in its issue of 20th March, 1978. It has been stated
that some people have been trying to do illegal fishing in a planned
manner in the Fishery Beels of the Lawkhowa Forest Reserve namely
Rowmari with Charaihagi Fishery Beels and in patty Beel and  Bogo
Nalah, Kachodhora etc. of Bura Chapari Fishery on the south bank
of the Brahmaputra and thus causc loss to the Governmzant as well
2s the lesee. The Fisheries in the Lawkhowa Reserve in Nowgong
District were settled with one Shri Dhaniram Das by the Forest Depart-
ment for a period of three years at Rs. 1,15,121 and the Burachapari
Fishery was settled with ths gragati Masshyajibi Co-operative Samaby
Samittee for the years 1976 to 1979 at Rs, 5,30,777.

9. Having learnt thatsome people planncd to enter into Lawkhcwa
Reserve Forest for fishing in Rowm:ri with Charaihagi Fishery =Beel
forcibly on 1lth March 1978, the Divisional Forest Officer immediately
contacted the Depuly Commissioner to adopt mecasures against breach
of peace. The Deputy Commissioner, Nowgong premalgated section 144
in and arouud the Fishery Becl and posted armed forces with effect
from l1th March 1978. About 2000 persons gathercq for_ fishing but
it was resisted and police arrested 150 persons for violation of Section
144 on that day and they werc later released on baijl. :

3 Divisional Forest Officer, visited Lawkhowa on 13th March 1978
and found about 200 people gethered for fishing. They were also
obstructed by heme guards and Forest staff. He again contacted the
Deputy Commissioner and Superintendent of Police concerned for adopt-
ing precautionery measures. The Deputy Commissioner promulgated
Section 144 for the entire forest reserve for a period of two months.
Besides Police Forces, Home Guard personnel numbering 40 have also
been stationed there in addition to the Forest Staff.

4. On 18th March 1978 again 5000 people gathered with fishing
.- implements outside the Rowmari with Charaihagi Fishery Beel for
_ fishing but could not do so. On 25th March 1978 about 5 per cent
peopic out of 5000 entered into the Beel and did fishing for aboy,
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an hour. On that day also they were disposed of by the Magistrate,

with the help of the local
M. L. A. and other leading p=rsons. The reople went away. After this
no attempts have been made by them. Police has registered a -case
vl several charges and arrested 6 persons so far in this case.

5. A peace Commutice has also been formed including  both Official
and non official as members. Wide publicity has also beem given
about the prohibitory order. The peace Committee has also been

functioning and people are pursuaded not to come again for illegal
fishing in the Forest Beels.

6. In Bura Chapari and Lawkhow Suti in Darrang Division on
Ist March 1978 necarly 100 people came for fishing in these two beels.
But local Forest staff on getting information about the entry of thees
peoplc went with Home Guards and drove them away and not much
fishing or damage could be done. Some people again attempted on
4th, 7th and 8th March, 1978 to do fishing forcibly in these areas

but all of them were driyen back by the local Forest Officials and
Home Guards,

Another attempt was made again on 11th March 1978 with nearly
1000 people for fishing forcibly in these area but the Local Beat
Qﬂicm: requested them not to resort/this illegal fishing which may result
In serious consequences. Some of the scnsible leading p:rsons among
this crowd took them away from the beel side and no fihing or any
damage were done in these 2 beels. Since then there has been no

fresh incidence or any disturbances in thesc areas. Local Forest
Offlcials are keeping strict vigilance.

mm'z—mawwﬁwm EEGER ORI o
OO I O T AR ST S | S Tz, O

e W I @ e o wm «TeEE orEtet | GReReT *oIeReR
I WA HATS; 29 CIENSCEAT |

W *lem—a BTN @AM @R @ @O wrana W
SR TRY, PRH AN T907 e I3 SRANIES SICaTar 199 |

Shri MUKUT SARMA : Sir, I beg to call the attention of the
Chief Minister under Rule 54 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct
of Busineess in Assam L-gislative Assembly to the news item appearing

in the As<«am Tribune, dated 15th March, 1978 under the caption
“Dispr may become permanent capital’

Shri GOLAP BORBORA (Chief Minister):— Sir, With the for-
mation of the State of Meghalaya with its Capital at Shillong, ft be-
came necessary t: locate the Capital of Assam in a place within_ the
geographical jurisdiction of the State of Assam. Pending a decision
on the location of a permanent Capital, a decision was taken to arrange
the temporary functioning of the Capital, from Dispur, a place in close
proximity to Gauhati. :

Earlier in November, 1970, a Committee had been appointed by
the State Goveroment comprising of three officials of the State Govern.
ment and one official of the Town & Country Planning Organisation
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Govt. of India. This Committee had, in its reports suggested ‘four
sites as suitable for location of a permanemt Capital. For the .choice
of the sitc on the basis of a comprehensive evaluation of the relative
merits of the sites recommendad by the said Committee, an expert
Committee was appointed by the Govt. of India at the instance of
the State Government under the Ministry of Works and Housing, Govt
of India. This Committee was headed by Shri B. D. Kambo, Chief
Town Planner, Govt. of Rajasthan.

Subsequently, pursuant to discussions between the State Govern-
ment and the Government of India, a Committece of senior official
had been constitutad by the Ministry of Works and Housing, Govt.
of India to examine the comm-=nts and recommendations of the Kambo
Committee and furnish its recommendations.

These Committees also furnished their reports to the Govt. of
India which have since been sent to this Government.

As regards expenditure on the facilities created in the Tempora-
rv Capital Campus at Dispur, it may be mentioned that an amount
of Rs. 3.5 crores has been made available so far by the Gov. of
India from out of ‘the overall promised assistance of Rs. 25 crores for
the construction of a Permanent Capital in Assam. Another Rs. 1.5
crore are shortly expected to be released by the Government of India
towards meeting the expenditure on the Temporary Capital Projeet.
Govt. of India have been calling for audited certificates of expenditure
for the expenditure incurred in this connection. Departmental expendi-
ture figures indicate that Rs. 8.14 crores have so far been expended up
to February, 1978 in the Temporary Capital Construction Project,
Dispur. .

The detaiied statement of cxpenditure up to February, 1978 to-
gether with standing liabilities is furnished herewith.

_About the decision regarding permanent site the Government is
examining the report of the Expert Committec formed by the Govern-
ment of India, and decision thereon will ‘be ‘taken later on.

THE STATEMENT SHOWING THE ACTUAL EXPENDITURE
FURTHER EXPENDITURE ETC. ON TEMPORARY CAPITAL

PROJECT.
Item of works Actual expenditur up Further Expenditure
to February, ¢78. involved.
(n (2) (8)
1. Secretariat Building 84,35,092/~ 1,34,000/-
2. Assembly Hall & Assembly  24,04,003 1,60,000/-

Bulding
3. M. L. A. Hostal 51,56,134 /- NIL
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4. Gonstraction of staff 2,37.12,886/- 2,50,000/-
quarters.
5. Roads, road side, drains 60,21,144/- NIL
etc.
6. Site development ‘ 38,49,565/- NIL
7. Misc. Works 7,71,452]- NIL
8. Super Market Building: 4,92,677/- NIL
9. Sports Complex 6,45,674/- 3,33,000
10, Record. Building 23,153/- 14,65,000,-
11. Security Fencing 3,81,683/- 90,000/~
12. Electrification (External) - 4,17,886/- NIL
13. Land acquisition 13,16,000/- : 97,95,000
14. Water Supply 47,27,907/- 2,16,000/-
15. State Guest Houses 32,68,472/- ] 9,71,400/-
16; O:her Misc. works inclu- 21,19,466/- NIL
ding establishments (G..
A. D) ;
17. Planning. & Design etc. 7,37,700/- NIL

with establishment.

18. Bstablishment. and Ma- 39,00,000/- NIL.
chinery (P. W. D.) .

TOTAL :— 6,84,11,883/- 1,30,14,400/-
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Shri KHAGEN BORBARUAH : Sir, I beg to raise a matter
under Rule 301 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business
in Assam Legislative Assembly relating to ¢Protection of Jakaichuk
Mouza of Sibsagar Subdivision by erossions of Dekhew at Decial and
Deogharia village and by Jhaji at Moranohiga”
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Shri RAMESH MOHAN KOULI, (Minister)

Mr. Speaker : Sir, in this connection T make the following
stafement . S

Jokaichuk mouza is bounded by river Mitong in the north, river
Jhanji in the south, river Brahmapuira in West and by A. T. Road
in the Fast. There are embankments along rivers for protcction of
Jokaichuk Mouza. River Dikhow is flowing further north and floor
water of Dikhow normally can not reach Jokaichuk pathar ( Grannary
arca ) unless dykes of Mitong river are breached.

DIKHOW AT DISIAL AND AT DEOGHARIA :—

a) River Dikhow is eroding its bends and during the last floods
the embankment was threatened at Disial due to erosion., The
Department had to build up a short retirement of the embankment at this
place and took temporary protection measures for controlling the erosiou
at Disial. Recently one estimate amounting to Rs. 12,31,600 has been
sanctioned for protection of certain stretches of Dikhow embankment
including the portion effected at Disial. = The work will be completed
during this working season. For protection of Disial (43th K. M. of
the dyke) village, temporary steps will have to be taken during
the floods of this year also.

b) River Dikhow is threatending Deogharia sinee last few years.
For protection of Decogharia village, boulder protection works were
done and timber spurs were constructed and at persent the timberspure
and boulder works are required to be repaired. The embankment is
lying considerably safe. If fund permits, Department will plan for
rcpairing the spurs and strangihening of the protection works in
this area in this financial year 1978-79. If the area ~ndangered,
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durivg the floods, temporary protection works will le taken up.
However it may be noted that the effected reach of Dcogharia
village falls on the river side of Brahnaputra dyke as well as the
Dikhow dyke.

JHANJI AT MORANCHIGA :—

¢) Since the last few years the Tiver Jhanji has caused heavy
erosion during high floods, at ihe reaches down stream o! National
Highway bridge, specially at Sulatia, Bamungaon, Morangaon,
Bailunggaon eic. at the right bank cf the river. In the Bamungaon
and Morangaon area a part of the P W. D. Road has also been
eroded. There is dead channel known as Moranchiga in the vicinity
of the erosion affected area.

To save the bank from the erosion in these reaches and
preventing the river from changing its course through the deed
channel Moranchiga protective measures have been taken in hand at
an estimated cost of Rs. 5,47.000 for protection of Morangaon,
Bamunngaon, Bailunggaon and the Moranchiga. The work is expected
to be completed before the rains.

Further, construction of a sluice across the Ses:a Batjan in
Jokaichuk Brahmaputra dyke has also been taken up. The sluice
when completed will also releive the drainage congestion in the
Jokaichuk Mouza in addition to the Simaluguri Mouza.
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Shri RAMENDRA DE: Sir, under Rule 301 of the Rules of
Procedure and Conduct of Jusiness in Assam Legislative Asscembly
1elating to Sanction of Rs. 160,000 under Minimum Needs Programme
by the State Government in 1976-77 for constiuction of new-village
roads and repair and maintenance of old roads in the Badapur
Constituency of Cachar District but no such construction, repair and
maintrnance work have been done.

Sir, this causcd immense loss to the public and we would like
to know as to why the concerning Departments have failed to
implement the programme.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA ( Minister ) : Sir, Construction
of Rural Roads under Minimum Needs Ppogramme (M. N. P.) was
taken up in the 5th Plan i e., from 1974-75. :

Under this Programme, in the State of Assam for the years
1974-75 and 1975-76, the sanction was to be accorded for both the
years for Rs. 2.0 lakhs per Constituency wih 25% weightage to the
communicationally backward constituencies, Any excess of financial
sanction issuzd to any constituency over the agreed Norm during
1974-75 and 1975-76 was to be adju-ted against the entit'ed amount
for new proposal of 1976-77.

The share of Badarpur Constituency for 1974-76 was Rs. 2.00
lakhs. The following two roads were sanctioned :— :

1) Road from Chandipur Rs. 1.46 lakhs length 0.976 Km.
Grant to Mirapang

Makum.

2) Consttruction of Lamajua  Rs. .50 ,, e e 20D
village Road from :
S. T. Road.

Rs. 2.00 lakhs.

Thus, an excess amount of Rs. 0.96 lakhs was sanctioned for
Badarpur Constituency till March, 1976.

During 1976-77, Rs. 1.418 lakhs was to be sanctioned for each
Constituen%y withoutRa.ny4 weightage. Taking into account the
sanction accordcd earlier, the amount left for Badarpur constituency
was Rs. 45,800 for 1976-77. Sanction for this amount was accorded
for a Level Crossing on Lamajuar Village Road.
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During 1977-78, the following four roads have been sanctioned for
costing Rs. 2.00 lakhs b-ing the share of the cons‘ituency i—

I) Coastruction of Khala ~ Rs 0.60 ‘akhs  lenght 1 .20 Km.

Road.

2) Construction of Rajpasha Rs. 0.60 s o 0.570 ,,
Rahatpur Road.

3) Construction of Shera- Rs. 0.40 ,, o 0.50 ,,
lipur village Road.

4). Cors'ruction of Link Rs. 0.40 450 Metre

k] "

Road from H- B.
Road to Mirating
Makum Road, S o S et

Rs. 2.00 lakhs.

PROGRESS ON SANCTIONED WORKS

Thc works of construetion of Chandipur Roadfrom Chand’pur Grant
to Miraping Makum has been completed in March, 1977 at Rs. 1,32,205
This road falls under Hailakandi Division. ’

The construction of the Lamajuar village Road for a length of
2 Kms. (excluding the level cro.sing) have beten completed by July, 1977.
The level crossing sadctiored duri-g 1976-77 have not yet been physi-
cally started. The construction of level crossing done by the Railways
as a deposit work from the State Government. The Exceutive Engineer
has deposited Rs. 60.000 (Sixt. thousand) as demanded by the Railways
in March 1977. However., the Railways have submitted a revised esti-
mate of Rs 83.642 for th's work. The Ectecutive Engineer has paid
the balince making up a total of Rs. 83,642 to the railways on

31st Murch  97¢. Railways will be pursued to complete the work as
early as possible.

MAINTENANCE OF THE EBXISTING RO\D

Th fund position for the mainienace - of the exis'ing P. W. D.
roads is v ry high. We have been able to arrange about 50% of the
requited amount as psr Norm for maintenance of the existing
P.W.D. Roads. Effors 2re made to maintain the existing roads with
this meagre amount as best as possible.

The fund for muiintenance of roads is allotted to the Divisions
No separate indicat on is made for each constituency. Basides, Badarpur
constituency fell uxder jurisdiction of two divisions, namely Karimganj
and Hailakandi, °

An amount of Rs.31.97 lakhs was spent in Karimganj Division
for maintenance during 1976-77. Out of this Rs., 94 lakhs was for
clearance of outstanding liabileties. An amount of Rs. 17,84,440 was
spont in Hailakandi Division for maintenance in 1976-77 out of which
Rs. 1,26,300 was for clearance for outstanding liabilities.
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It is not possible to indicate p.eciscly the amount of fund spent
on maintenanrce of 1oad for Badarpur Constituency, as expenditure is
made on Road Basis which may pass through more than one consti-
tuency. However, cxpendilure (approximate mount) made during
1976-77 is Rs. 7,97.477 out of which Rs. 3,46,708 was in Hailakandi
Division and Rs. 4,50,769 was in Karimgarj Division.

It may be mentsonad that road net work has been damaged by
flood alinost every ycar. We haye not been able to arrange sufficient
fund for repair of such damage 1oads. However, during 1976-77 we
have been able to arrarge for rcpair and improvement of two roades
namely Bhanga-Bbairabnagar road and Badarpur- Adh rkuna Road of the
Badarpur Constituency under Advance Ceniral Assistance.  Except for
a bridge on Bacarpur :dharkona road which is 9% complcte, the
othcr work is completed in all respects The esimated cost of these
1wo works is Rs. 1'30 lakhs. This will be circulzted to the hon’ble
members to- 'ay. In addition to that I must tell you Sir, frankly that
the statement that has been prcpared by the Deparment, | am not
happy with that. Further infoimation will be called and 1also propose
to go there, vs:it the area and sec things mysclt in duc coursc. (applausse)
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Shri PURNA BORO: -Mr. SPEAKER :Sir, under Rule 301 of the
Rules of Procedure & Conduct of Business in Assem Legislative Assembly
relatiug picketing in flont of S. D. C. Office by the pezsants of Sikni-
bari village.
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Shri GOLAK RAJBANSHI: Sir, on a point of order. When

the subject mat'er has been laid there cannot be any discussion. He
was got other avenues to discuss if,
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\

#Dr. Kosheswar Bora ( Ministar of State, Health) to move the
following resolution :— 5

“*Whereas. on 254th March, 1970 this Ascam Legislative Assembly
in purruance of clause (1) of Art. 2 2 of the Constitution resolved to
the effect that matters relaiing to preventjon ard control of water
pollution and maintenance or res'o:ation of wholesomencss of water be
Tegulated in this State of Assam by Parliament by low:

AND WHERE:S BY VIRTUE OF U(HE Said resolution, Parlia-
mcnt enacted the Wa'er (Prevention and Control of Pollution ) Act,
1974, (6 of 1974) for the State:

AND WHEREAS from the practical experience gained in the
working of the aforesa’d Act in the State it is considered necessary to
make certain amendments to the Act on the lines of the amendments
set in the Schedule hereto :

NOW, THEREFORE, in pursuance of clause (1) of article .52
of the Constitution read with clause (2: thereof, this Assembly hereby
resolves that the Water ( Preventicn and Control of Pollution ; Act,
1974, may be amended by Parliament as afoiesaid’’.
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Shri Altaf Hussain Majumdar : Mr Speaker Sir, I
_ ' : : } t
resolution for recommending amendment of Water ( Preventits);pa{)noc{ Ctt)};e
trol of Pollution ) Act, 1974, as these amendments are found to bt;
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necessary from the practical working of the Act. I must thank the
hon.mizister incharge, for bringing about the resolution. This resolu-
tion would bring abou. an amendment on the law and by that it will
be possible to effectively dealt with the surface water pollution and as

well as atmospheric pollution Under the provisions of the said Act of

1974 the State Board for prevention a:d Contro! of Water Pollution
Assam was constituted and st rted to function from Second of June,
1975.  he Board is to perform the duties as Section 17 of the Act.
Amongst others the Board has got to cary on the following function—

(a) to plar a comprehersive programme for the Trevention, con-
trol or abetement ol pollution of Siream and wells in the State and

{o secure the excution thereof.

(b) to conduct and partcipate in inves igations and research re-
lating to problems of water pollution and prevention.

(c) to lay down, modify or annul affluent standars for sewerge
and trade affiuvent and for the quality of recerving water.

(d) to establish laboratori s to enable the Board to perform the
functcns efficiently and sig=iticantly.

We have found in the first phase the Board has started Servey
and fixation of polluiion points in connection with different  industries
namely, Fertiliser Coporation of India, Assam Petro-chemicals, Assam
Oil Co. Dighoi, Astam Cooperaive Sugar Mills, Assam Spun Silk
Miil, A-hok Paper Mill, Bongaigaon R-finery and Petro-chemicals. DBut
this Board needs fuither expen+ion in cflerent  industrial flelds in
d flerent Cistricts because right form now things shall have to be
started in a planned marnerl. It is a maiter of satisfacuon that
attenvion has bee~ drawn to environmen al problems. The Environ-
ment Seminar conducted in Janvary 1477 by this Boa'd in collabora=
tion with the Assam Scicnce Sociely was not only educative in its
approach but highlighted the environmertal probl.ms of north eas‘ern
region. Mr. spezker, Sir I would like to impress upon th~ J.nata
Government to strenghthen the State Commit'ee on Environmental
Planning and Co ordination, the Chairmen of which i1s our Chief
M:nis er himself. In the year 1975-7G the Board received initial gran!
in aid of Rs. 1.34,000/-In 1976-77 the Board received grant in aid
of Rs. 4 5,000/- from nnmal buduet for gencral functionirg of the
Board and Rs. 2,00,000- from the plan budget for survey and invest-
jgation. In 1977-78 the Beard received grant in aid of Rs. 4.79 lakhs
from normal head and Rs. 3 lakhs from plan head. For the year
{978-79 budget eslimate submitted by the hoard under normal head is
Rs, 13,88 lakhs; and Rs. 11.%4 1akhs under the plan head. But they have got
Rs. 5 ) khs under normal head and Rs.2 lakhs under plan. But this
amount, Mr. Speaker, Sir is in dequte for taking up survey and investigation
wo. k ard 1 fecl the Goveinment chould examine it again to make
this Board most cffective. Now, Sir, during the year 1977-78 the United
Nations Development Progiamme has recognised the State Board
laboratory to advance an aid under the project ‘Assistance 10 Institu-
tion Building and Staff Training for Prevention of Enviionmental
Pollution in India’. Through its aid it is propoed to equip this labora-
tory with highly sophisticoted equipment which are not available in
India, as one of the four regional laboratories of the countary to meet

Do o
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the requirement of training of the selec’ed staff and personnel as it
is a most technicalised depa tment. The Bourd has agiecd to partici-
pate in the Global Monitoring Projeci organised by the World Health
Organisation ‘and the pollution observation station at Pandu has becn
sclectrd as one of the st tiens of Global Monitoring Programme and
I 1equest the hon’ble Minister for Health to see that itis duly set up
and so aid may be zdvarced to meet the expenses. Industrial'y advanced
coun'ries zrc facirg scrious pioblems. Mr. Spraker, Sir, you are fully
aware ia Ass'm iight from the b ginning, right from now we need
well planned, system: ic approach o ccmbat the environniental poliut-
ion and ¢col gical polluticn  Otherwise, Sir, a time may come when
it will be difficult to fuce it, otherwise it will be a pgigantic tesk.
Time y provenion is less costly than the correciive type of opcrations
i1 taken up afer 'he mischief fas already bern allowed to take roots.
Atmospheric pollution has also got to be taken care of. Pollut on of water
and indcquate supply of pure water is the most serious health hezard.
M. Frank Hodges. World Health Organisatisn consultant, an authority
on water law and water pollution legis'ation recently visited India and
our State and found the Boeard functioning very effeciively. We are
hapry to see, according to him. the Assam Board with its limited
finance was doing a commendable job which appeared in the States-
man of Ist Jsnuary 1978 In Assam as well as in other pcor states
like us the civic suthorities have no fund for sewage treatment plants
and they alow domestic sewage to flow into rivers. Mr. Hodges warned
that i that the civic bodies continued with this praciice India would
face unpredictable health hazard and undoubtedly ou. S:ate is also in
simi'ar situaton. It is good tha: preven'ion of water and envirnment
pollution has drawn the a'tention of poli‘icans of Government as well.
I do hope that for the functioning of this Board for prevention of

pollution of water, atmesphenic pollution, adequate fund would be
provided Thank you, Sir.
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Mr. SPEAKER—The resolution moved is ‘Whrrcas on 26th March
1970 this Asram Legislative Assembly in pursuance of clause (1) of
Aricle 272 of the Constitution resolved to the effect that matters re-
lating to prevention and c ntrol of water polluion and maintenance
or rrs'oration of wholesomeness of wat er be 1egulated in this State of
Assam by Parliament by law ; And Where:s by virtue of the said
resolution, Pailiament enacted the Water (Pievention and Control of
Pollution) Act, 1974, (6 of 1974) for this State ; And Whereas from
the practical experience gained in the working of the aforesaid Acti‘n
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" this State it is considered necessary to make certain amendments to the
Act on the lines of the amendments set out in the schedule hereto ;
Now, Thercfore, in pursuance of clause (1 of Article 252 of 1he
Constitution read with clausc (2) thereof, this Assen bly herc by resclves
that the Water (Prevention ard Control of Po'lu'ion) Act, 1974, may
be amended by Parliament as aforesaid.’

(covee The resolution is adopted .-.-.)
fremed qar S—OMEYG I @By fiea o T

Mr. SPEAKER—Now gencral discussion on thcadget. Mr
Ramendra De to continue.

GENERAL DISCUS3ION ON THE BUDGET
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* Spzech not corrected
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Mr. SPEAKER- Hon’ble Members who may be speaking after-
wards may T gulete their time according to allotment of time. Janata
Party has four members to take part in the debate and the time
allotment is 160 minuvtes more ; Indian National Congress has 24 mem-
bers. two members have already spoken for 62 minutes end only 10
minutes left wih them; C. P. T (M) has 12 Members, two members
have already spoken and 45 minutes already over; R. C. P. 1. time
alloted is 47 minutes. These ale the main parties. The members may
please speak according to the time at their disposal.
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“T'he public debt burden of the “‘ate Goxe.nment. which was only
Rs.2.79 crores in 1959-51, is likely t, increas to Rs.637.99 crors by
the cnd of this financial year. It is nece'sary to ensure that remuper-
ative capilal ass-ts aie created againgt sn.ch borrowirgs, This Govern-
ment will try to give a new direction in this *‘(Budget Specch, 1979-79)
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*Shri GAURISANKAR ROY : Mr.—Spe-ker Sir. he budget for the
vear, 1978-79 has becn placed before us for djgcussion. At the
begn}ning of the budget the Finance Minister has tried to avoid Tes-
ponsibility about the allocation made in the budeet on the pica that
he has got insufficient time in hand and on ?he other hand 1t 18
stated that the annusl plan has been drawn on the party basis and
on the cuide lines oiven by the Planning Commission. He hass mer-
tioned other proposals to be discussed on the line of porty policy,
Thus, there seems to be contradiction in his statemert of budge'- 1f
there was in-cufficient tim~ in his hand he could have presented the
budget after due scrutiny and by fair a'location of funds, Ir view of
this I am rather disaprointed to have a discussion on the budget’
Siv, the annual plan has bzen fixed at Rs.155 crores including 11 crores
fer hill areas and 10 crore: fo* the Tribal Sub-Plan. The revenue

*Speech not corrected
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reccipt and expenditure and also those of outside revenue accoun's
show that the closing balance will stand at the end of the year at
Rs.1060 crores. So, it seems that it is a deficit budget. But I have
got faith in deficit budget because deficit i: the indication of develop-
men® programmes of the Stare whatever: may be. I am only =afraid
how the Finance Minister has presented the position of allocation of
funds in the different heads of exp:uditures. . Sir, ours is a welfare
State, it is not a Police State. It was never so and it should not be
in future also. As it is a welfare S ate every care should bz taken
for making allocations of fund in different heads of expenditure so
that we can build up a society which would be free from poverty and
other wants. Sir, the budget does not rcflect the supply
position and fu‘ure action on the supply postion of the State. The
prices of commodities a e daily rising -ffec ing the poor people. But
I find nothing in the budget how to check the high rise of prices
and hLow to meet this problem. Sr, food and unemployment are
among many other pressing problems before us. Populatien of the
country is increasing day by day and more than a crore people
increased to. take share in the exisiing food, 10 consume the store of
production of food in the country. So, this is a tremendous job
Therelore, sir, Government should 1hink over it and try to raie the
agricultural production from the existing lands. At the same time,
sir, It 15 my earnest request to the Government {o sce (bal the avalla-
ble lands in forest reserves should be distributed imong the land'ess
people because ours is an agricultural State and more than 8 Aot
the pepple ac living on ag iculture. So, | think special aitention
should be given to this problem. Sir, ihe Congress Goverimint gave
more attention for increasing the agiicultu al production and I think
the’ new Janata Sarkar will also try t further improve ‘he po-ition.
Then, sir, unemployment problem is eausing seridus dissatisfaction
among our younger g:neration. We ha e noticed the problem eveiv-
where in the Tea Gradens as we!l as amorg tie agr.culturists.  Sir, in
the Iea Gardens, we find that educated unemployed people are
roaming ia the streets for employmen'; in the villages ard towns also
we find that the educated young persons are roaming in the roads
for employment. So, ¢ir food and unemployment are the mainr prob-
lems before us and the allocation ia the budget provirion shou'd have
been made on this basis: Sir, T think the Janata Sarkar will try Lo
tackle these problems with all serivusness. Sir. as you are aware,
labour force is the backbone of the country. Thercfore, sir, all possi-
ble steps should be taken to improve the condition of the labourer in
the Tea Gardens as well as in other fields. Sir, in the Tea Gardens,

mapagement is trying to reduce the existing wages of the labourers in
many ways, such as, reducing

~I

the . existing hours of work etc. In
many gardens, the managements are trying to avoid the ben fits given
to the labourers wunder the P.antation Labour Act, So, T wou'd
request the Government to

set up such machinery which can look
astter the problems of tea-garden labours. Special care should be taken

so that the existing benefits enjoyed by the working class are rot
disturbed.
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Shii GAURISHANKAR ROY :—-8ir, I 2m not going to dispute
this point. A time will come when you will get its reply. "Sir, the
time will give its reply. Sir, for raising “the agricultural production,
existing lands should be brought under the improved methods of
cultivation. Then, sir, for the solution of the unemployment problem
in the teagardens, more stress should be given on cottage industries
and other small scale industries. If we can do so, the. uncmploy
ment problem can be solved to a great extent. Sir, I do  not ‘like
to go info the details of the budget provision. But I would hike 10
confine mysclf on important issues in my Katlicherra Constituéncy 0l
Hailakandi Subdivision. Sir, this contituency is a very very backward
constituency and the condition of its people are very deplorable. Sir,
I know that the Hon’ble Members from the other side of the House
will simply laugh on hearing my speech. But I shall not mind for
that and I will go on speaking about the conditions of my constituency
as I have come to speak about their conditions. Sir, the constituency
Is situated just on the extreme south of Mizo Hills There are many
forest villagers, there are many intcrior villages which are lacking
communication facilities, medical facilities and water supply etc. :

So, this is the situation of my Constitunecy. I repucst the Govern-
ment to pay special attention to this Constituency as regards medical
facilitics, water supply, rood communication etc, Sir, there are few
roads in my Constituency wihch are lying incomplete for some years
past. On principle, I request the Government to complete these roads
as early as possible. I shall come with a public demand and proposal
to the Public Works Department Minister separately :

Sir, there are many venture schoo!, L. P. and M. V., which have
not been taken over by the Government. Primaly education should be
given much imporiance and these venture shool L. P. or M. V. should
be taken over by Government as early as possible, L)

Sir, shortage of essential commodities has been observed in ‘“the
market. I think these commodities are very essential for daily life of
the poor people and I hope the Government will look into this matter
and meet this urgent nced of the peoole. As there is no fime 1'am
not going to make my speech lengthy. Last of all 1 cxpress. my
disappointment o5 the allocations made in the budget. Thank you §ir.

-

Shri BONOY KUMAR BASUMATARI—Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir
at first T wish to apologise to you because my name was called yesterday,
Sir, I had to leave my place because cerlain law and order ‘situation
has arisen in my Constituency. Sir, T would like to draw your atten-
tion and alio of the hon’ble members of the House that on 29th last,
i. c. on last Wednesday one Bison from Bhu'an Hills came down and
attacted some villegers in my arca. This bison had alio attacked, 3
persons and caused injrury. One person could not be treated “at
Udalguri add he had to be brought to the Gaubati Medical College
Hospital But he could not e given proper medical facilites and he was
then taken to the Chatribari Christain Hospital. There was no . place
and aga‘n he was taken to the Tezpur Christain Hospital. The conditions
of these 3 persons is serious. The villagers gathered together and fired
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:about .50 rounds and killed the bison. As a result of this villagers
‘were rounded up and taeir guns have been seized by this Police. The
0. C.; Udalguri has demanded Rs.1000/- to avoid arrest. This remind

of ;me . the impression left by the previous Government of the police

:force. 'Sir, I beg you to convey this to the Government so that proper

steps -are taken on this.

' Sir, co ming to the budget, I find that many have described it a

Jllegitimate chi.d ‘boin of illegal wedlock of Janata-Congress. Sir, I

prefer to call it an acdopted child (Shri Mukut Sarma: what about

:PTCA 2) Sir, if we take the population of Assam as the husband
cand. the House as the wife-which has been made homeless by the
- husband, the child has to be taken care of by the Janata Party (Shri

‘Mukut Sa:ma: iccluding the PTCA? ) You always want the Tribal

.people :should not take part and they should not have any say in the

‘affairs of the State. But we claim that we are the sons of the soil

~and we arc the paescriptive citizens; we want our voice to be heard
snow and unless you give us our rights which are enshrined in the
-.Consitution of India we will be forced to sevolt ard this is what is
-happening in India to-day. Sir, our friends have said about class war.
-This. may be one of the class wars, Do the Tribals have no right to
-dive, as recspectabl citizens of India ? For killing a blsion they have

(23

been rounded up by the Police. Is a bison more valuable than human
lives © Sir, this has to be decided by Government whether we arc worse
than a bison or whether we have the right to live without any fear

~of being humiliated: in this way., Hon’ble House has to decide it.

Sir, about the budget, there is no doubt that it is a Congress

‘budget -and hence it does not reflecct the philosophy of Janata Party.
.~We hope that in the next budget Janata Party philosophy will ba
-reflected. Though a deficit has been shown in the budget it is actually
.surplus bndget. The budget in the revenue sector shows a surplus of
#Rs.34.80 crores, But the capital sector shows a dificit of Rs. 34,29

;crores. Therefore, the overali picture of the budget is surplus. But

.it-happens to be an insignificant budget because such surplus fails

to provide any relief to the tax-payers. This Budget also neglects the
poor in the present ecoromic system. In State where the largest sect-

~don of the population still live below the proverty line i.e. pcople who

- cannot afford a monthly per capite expenditure of Rs.48 because they
,-cannot earn that income. Surplus budget is nothing but reglecting the

cpoor and the weak. This is why a budget should be a deficit one.
- As forins'ance, we the members of the Assembly get Rs350 per month.

I.sh~uld like to ask the hon’ble members to consider whether this
- +Rs.250 is enough to maintain, us to do the public service. Now if
--1his .is not suficient we are to say this is not enmough. It means we

~run_ deficit. But should we say or pretend that what we are gettingis
s«enough ? This has to be clearly reflected in the budget. Therefore, I

:support. this budget even though it is a deficit Budget, This Budget

.does not give a clear projection of specific and realistic provision for

«/amecliorniion of the sufferings of the poor and weak. Employment
.. opportuntties educational and preventive health measures, communications

etc. arewoefully inadequate in rural areas. The budget provision is insigni-
ficant In context of the complexity and vastness of the problems.

3 Provisions for small and marginal farmers and landless farmers and
s-creation of job opportu iities to rural people in order to improve
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their economic condition are not enough.  This should be taken care
of. The exemption from payirg lend rcvenue by small lend holders
is a progressive step. But it is only a drop in the ocean. Qnly land
revenue ¢ xemption will not improve the ecoromic condition of the people.
To improve this, they reed a definite scheme ard training thiough which
all small land holdings can be turned into viable and profitab e unirs.
To imprcve the economic condition of the people they shoud be supplied
with infra-stiucture they should be ab'e to get fertiiser, they
should be able to get water etc. Now, this budget calles for a
new tax system and since the congrss Government is thrown
out somthing «<xtraordinary should be done and wec sec that
the budget does not contain any proposal for new taxaiorn. This is
a wel-come relief for the people of Assam. Tax payers in Assam are
already heavily burdened. But in considering the reverue position.
new avenues for new types of tax strocture should be explored. The
age old land revenue system  “holding-tax™ system should be tried.
Th= present exemption given for sale of tea in the Gauhati Tea
Auction Centre should be reviewed. During tte last few ycars, tea
producers were enjoying bumper profits. They were exploiting the
poer consumers and (ven now good tea is not available below Iks. 18
or Rs 19 per kg So sales tax should be levied on tea sale in the
auciion market. Again exfactory sales of tea should be levied, becavse
1n such transactions tax evasion poscibilites are greet.

- Some tea gardens are sending tea to up country markets showing
it as ‘transfers on own account’. These ftransfers are mnot taxable,
thereby revenue is lost to the State on account of Sales Tax and this
also gives the Centre a very negligible Central Sajes Tax. So, such
transfers should be thoroughly banned. Tea gardens and their owners
should be brought into the confidence by the Government and they
should be involved in the economic developmental work of the State.
Til to-day all profitable tea gardens are basking in the colcnial his-
tory and imperjal extravaganza of the pzst. They should be brought
back to the main stream of Natioral Uevclopment. In this way the
new Government can and should increase the resources of the State.
The previovs Government was not interested in this.

_ In the Co-opcrative Sector Assam’s experierce is that of a great
failore. The Primary credit coop. sector societies are all saddled with
bad debts amounting to Rs. 7.8 crores and for all practical purposes
these are ncw defunct. Seven Central Coop. Barks are not function-
ing for the last 3 to 4 years. In the absence of any definite decisicn
the ¢mployces of these 7 banks are being paid regularly, even though
they have not done any work. The Apex Bank is not in the right
tract. The.unrealised loans isued by this bank have rot been tried
for recovery, as a result the total arrears are increasing every year.
It has even given loans, against all the rulcs governing the banks.
\s per Coop. banking law no firm or company registered outside th.
state of Assam are eligible for loans. But the Sockl!atinga T. E. neer
Jorhat was favoured a loan, whieh now stands over Rs. 36 Jlakhs,
though it has been registered elsewhere whe.eas the total asset of tlis
garden is onmly 16 Jakhs.

Now, Sir there is heavy arrcars of unrealised (uxes. The Budget
speech ¢f the Finance Minister indicates that this will be sacrificed.
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Why should it be sacrificed ? At whose cost this would be sacrificed.
These taxes should be recoverred, because we are poor. There should
be a rationalised new tax system. The Congrcss Governmen entrusted
the work to study the tax structure of Assam to the Institute of
Public Finance. at a cost of Rs. 1 lakh. It is known that the staff
of this body are all outsiders. I do not, know how people from out-
side can have a correct reading of the situation prevailing in our
Sta'e. I would suggest that our own pcople should be encouraged
to take up such jobs The previous Government under the leadership
of Shri S. C. Sinha has specialised in appointing outsiders to different
posts. And we have the classic example of appointment of Prof.
Duggal in one such post. I would suggest that the local expertise
that are available should be utilised for such purposes.

As repards the G. P. level co-operative, thesz are also a total
failure. Of the 665 such societies 42 percent of the members are
nominal members. Now Sir, the average capital of these socie-
ties are Rs. 13,353. Now cach society gives loan at an average
rate of Rs. 22,377. This we have to think—- if wc give a loan
of Rs. 22,000 while we have a capital of Rs, 18,000 what will
be the position. The other thing is that oxly 29 «cf thc share-
holders are benefitted by the loan. 98% of the cooperative
shistcholders do not get any facilities. Again out of this 529 of the
societies are making loss and their average loss is Rs. 4571 per year.
That was the position, during the year 197.-77. In the sectoral
alocation for 1978-79 attached to the budget speech we do not sce
any head on general administration or police : dministration. But we
see allotment of Rs. 112 lakhs for residential buildings and Rs. 75 lakhs
for administrative buildings. We have come to know most of these
buildirgs will be given to the police. Sir, we donot grudge the police
that they shculd have comfortable p'aces to live. Butihis 1eminds me
of a very sud happening in 1974 when the Bodo people launched a
movement for Bodo language. On 28th November 1974 the police in
Assam were given a political decision and this decision was conveyed
by W. T. message and this is the order— No .C/BSS/74/PT/3740-47
dated 20th January, 1974. As ordered by Dy.I. G. (W.R ) vide W. T,
No. V/7/A[74/28112-16 dated 20 h November 1974 Shri R. C. Dutta
Commandant 9th A. P. Bn. C/Kokr«jhar has been placed in charge

of law and order cuty in Kokrajhar subdivision. Ali neccssary i

. ) ! _ ins-
tructions will be issued at his enu. Please keep him inforned of all

development from time to time w.th intimation to this HQ. That on
27th, & week later this was the instruction— Governme:t desire that
operations in connection Bcdo Sahitya Sabha agitation should be
com‘plctcd within three days. Please repor. progress otal arresis under
MISA, specific cases, raids hideouts and scizure of arms ammunition
by W. T on 1/12 morning. Se:d by mrssenger list of S. S. B.
trained persons arrested for taking part agtction. This is the signal
planned in this capital to suppress the citizens. Sir, there are other
signals. On 28th, one day later the police instructions were— ‘Each
0"_°_°f you will please complete large scale arrests of B.S.S. agitators
minimum five hundred during today and tom~rrow. Radis and combing
must bs done both during night and day. Conspirators/abetors must
not be left out. Please signal compliance to me at camp Kokrajhar
by 30 November morning 8 O’clock. For Disposal and Tiger only. Reg-

-uedt please adjust deployments accordingly for meximum arrests. O'C.
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Bongaigaon to be asked to do the same, In this way 500 people was
the allotment of arrest In Assam 35,000 people were -arrested;,but
Government made a statement that hardly a few- thousand were
arrcated. This is how the poice is run, Sir. Now, again-therc.is
another message, signal dated 29th November, 1974. ‘Complete gl
combing opcrations and raids by twe!ve midnight tonight. 'No .opfras
tionfraids to ‘be done after twelve midnight. Signal the numberof
Tespective raids/ datewise/ places of raids with number of persons arrested/
releascd on  bail or .P.R. and forwarded to custody - to.” -Now, -the
most dangerous signal was made on %9th, The signal No. s PC/
K JR/BS/74/27-33 dated 29th November, 1974, ‘Eor reasons which
cannot be disclosed opcration must be speeded up. and .completed
withhin 30th November, 1974. Take up systematic  and yigorous
combing opearation to drag out and arrest know ring leaders, seize
arms and ammunition if available and coliect information about. hid-
-eouts. Targets should be located and operations should be carried
out day and night.’ Sir. there are the signals which have gone . out
from the brain trust of this Congress Gove.nment, Sir, . this .is .the
situation feced by tribals. Now I shouid ask .he cugust Housc why
we should not revolt. Sir, another thing about which we have ,faced
-difficulty is jand. 1 would give an cxample which is recorded. in 'a
committce meetinrg by this August House and this is the report. of
the Sub Committee of Advicory Council for welfare of Sched led
Tribes (i lains) on settlement of land in tribal belts and blocks  an “of
forest land. In Mangaldoi circe there are three tribal tlocks having
‘an z2rea of 49211 B 3 K 9 L. Now quite a lot of land has  .bcen
alienated from tribals in this Circle. But we were fortunate . to “hayc
-an. SDO who was standing beside us; he. was not & tribal officer,
he 'was a non tribal officer but when he sought to protect us . he
~-was_unceremoniously transferred from Mangaldoi at night ‘and ihat
-was_ actively planned by one of the Minisfers from . our area. ; 4r,
~this is the “state of things. We have heard that the . hah ¢.ommi-
SSion. is taking cases frem Assam; there are a number of cases , and
Towould just like to inform the House of only one case in. Udalguri.
_T}lc house of onc M. Agarwalla was searched. They had on'y one
. big house on land and it was covered by dag No.161 old. .This
~house was a RCC house, the estimated value of which is Rs.25,000/-.
~Eh2 5.D.0. Civil had on 6th May, 1976 issued a notice asking. them
-1» vacate it but they did not do so because  this buildding sto'o;d':é,ﬂ
thaif own patta land. But on 15th July, 1976 when all the member
of the family went to Gauhati for Kamakhya darshan, they. had lcft
~ithe -house under lock and key, the S.D.O. Mangaldoi without giying
»any further notice demolished the house, razed it to the ‘ground-. and
..surprisingly the cite was not handed over to, any Government...authority

‘but it was handed over to o:e Congress “Panda”, His - namé.. .is
Siri Bir Bahadhur Chetri. These were the things that were happenisg.
- I would like to demand an enquiry into such happenings. Sir, many;.of
our friends have spoken about class war. We do - not. have. any, cless,
we represent the havenots. This class war began asan outcry agdinst
the dark satanic meals of evry capitalism, a shuddering reaction .against
«the profound upheavals caused by the Industrial Revolution, 2 reasser-
t.on of the utopian dream of the heavenly kingdon on earth. It sprAns
from obscure clubs, from workers’ associations, from garets, librafies,
bourgeous parlors and, occassionally, aristocratic salons, 1t was;]?,(’qw»ed’
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+20.28hii ABDUS . SUBHAN : Mr.
ta-thate in - Asgam:

~:But 1. am sorry to say that the activities of the new
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reviled, extoled. It became the most pervasive political ideo'ogy- or
slogan- of the 20th century. Today, self- proclaimed socialists of one
variety or auvother ruie 53 of the world’s soverign states, controlling
?355%‘7’&4 its” territol'y and 429¢ of is population, by people who advo-
cate ‘Sbeialism or to be frank Communism. Such numbers alone can
*be ‘misleading- for ‘societies calling themielves socialist include western-
‘stvle'dzmocra ies and repressive- communist dictatorship, constitutional
republics and hereditary monarchies. = 3

Shri BANESWAR SAIKIA: Wil the Hon'ble Member please

enlighten us whether he speaks of Socialism which is wedded to gold
or whether he is a votary of American capitalism ?

Shri BENOY KUMAR BASUMATARY :
of any class. We have certain probl=ms which which are peculiar to
us. There are friends who arc speaking about us, and we thank
them, but they should also consider what we think about us. I
hope my friends will not take it otherwise.

I am not a votary

Shri NAREN DUTTA :

\ So long there are haves and have not
class struggle will remain. : ;

.- Shri BENOY KUMAR BASUMATARI : 1 Just want to make

: local tribal problem must be  found
L _ to castigale cither Congress or socia'ism.
I Just want 10 say that our problems will have to be solved

here in this House, in India itself and not from outside.

Speaker, Sir, we are very bappy
as' well as in India new Governments have been formed.
1 Government at
the very outset is not very ‘convincing. There isa saying in English
“Morning thow; the day” T have doubts how long the Governient
will be functioning in the right line. Sir, according to our Islamic
phylosophy gne should not speak of anything which he carnot acctually
do. I would like to request the new Goverment that they should not
be exiermely cheerful in exhibiting thier activities. Failure is the pillar
of success. In some respects Congress has failed. They should not be
ashamed for their failure. (interruptions) I would rcquest the Hon'ble
Members not to interrupt me while I am speaking” I think there are
certain rules of procedures of this House. We should follow the pro-
cedures laid down. I would like to request my friends in the Treasury

Bench to remember about the circumstances under which they had to
function. o

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER—Oider, Order. The Hon’ble Membes

will resume his speech after lunch. The House stands adjourned till
2.30 P.M.
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After Lunch

Mr. SPEAKER-—I have to announce the result of election to the
Committee on Public Accounts. The number of candidates being coual
to the number of Members (o be elected the followings members
have been declared elected unanimously to the Public Accounts
Committee :— :

‘1. Shri Abdul Latif,

2. Shri Mohammed Azad Alj,

3. Shri Nagen Sarma,

4. Shri Tarini Mohan Barun,

5. Shri Shanti Ranjan Dasgupta,
6. Shri Hemen Das,

7.‘ Shri  Golok Rajbonshi,

8. Shri Promode Ch. Gogoi.

9. Shri Premadhar Bora,

And in pursuance of sub-rule (I) of Rule 198 of the Rules of
Procedure and conduct of Business in Assam Legislative  Assembly,
I appoint Shri Hemen Das, MLA to be Chairman of the said
Committec.

The newly constituted Committee will function with effect from
4th April, 1978.»

(2) I have to announce the result of election to the Committee
on Eas‘imates. The number of Candidates being equal to the number
of Members to be elected, thc followings members have been declared
electtd unanimoutly to the Estimatcs Committee :—

1. Shri Altaf Hossain Mazumder,

2. Shri Bilton G. Momin,

3. Shri Jibon Bera,

4. Shri Bhadheswar Gogoi,

5. Shri Umesh Chandra Das,

6. Shri Birendra Nath Choudhury,

7. Shri Atul Ghandra Goswami,

8. Shri Shamsul Huda,
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9. Shri Rameshwar Dhanwar,
10.  Shri Abdul Mugqtadir Choudhury,

11. Shri Ramesh Chandra Saharia.

And in pursuance of sub-rule (I) of Rule, 198 of the Rules of
of Prccedure and Conduct of Bussiness in the Assam Legislative

Assembly, I appoint Shri Altaf Hossain Mazumder, MLA to be the
Chairmar of the said Committee :—

The newly constituted Committee will func ion with effect from -
today, the 4th April, 1978 for period of Tairty  months.”

(3) I have to announce the result of clect'on to the Committee
on public Undertakings. The number of candidates being equal to the

eumb r of members to be elected, the following members have been
declared clected unanimously to the Committee on Pub ic Undertakings:—

1. Shri Fakrul Islam,

2. Shri Ajoy Kumar Dutta,

3. Shri Kiron Chandra Bezbaruah.
Dr. Tarini Charan Das,

Shri .Padam Bahadhur Chouhan,
Shri Khagcn Barbaruah,

Shri Ibrahim Alj,

) R D S

Shri Joy Chandra Nagbongshi,
9. Shri Gisasuddin Ahmed, |

And in pursuance of sub-rule (I) of Rule 198 of the Rules of
Procedure and Conduct of Bussiness in Assam Legislative Assembly,

I appoint Shri Kiron Chandra Bezbaruah, MLA to be the Chairman
of the said Committee. . : :

The newly constitu‘ed committee: will function for a' period of 30
months with effect from 4th April, 1978,

(4) 1 have to unounce the result of election to the Committze
on Welfare of %chcduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. The: ntamber
of candidates being equal to the number of Members to be elected
the follompg memembers have been declared ‘elected unanimously to
the Committee on Welfare of. Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribes =

« Shri. Padmalochan Boro,

b

2. Shri Purna Chandra Borah,
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3. Shri Giridhar Thengal,

Shri Ranendra Basumatari,
Shri Prascd Chandra Dolai,
Shri Sisir Ranjan  Das,
Shri Panchanan Brahma,

Shri Binoy Kumar Basumatari,

SO COBERLR O U

Shri Robindra Nath Choudhury, : 7

10. Shri Chak Bal Kagyung,

11. Shri Baliram Das,

And in pursuance of sub-rule (I) of Rule 198 of the Rules of
Procedure and Conduct of Business in Assam Legislative Assembly,
1 appoint Shri Robindra Nath Choudhury, MLA to be the Chairman

of the said Committee.

The newly constituted Committee will function with effcct from
4th April, 1978.

(5) In exercise of the powers conferred by Rule 246 of Rules
of Procedure and Conduct of Bnsiness in Assam Legislative Assembly
I hereby nominate the following members to constiture she Committee
of Privileges:--

1. Shri Seikh Chand Mahammed (Deputy Speaker),

- Shri Dulal Chandra Barua, Minister, Parliamentary Affairs.

. Shri Mahammed Idris,

2
3
4. Shri Kiron Chandra Bezbarua,
5. Shri A. N. Akram]j Hussain,
6

. Shri Narendra Nath Dutta,,
7. Shri Rabindra Nath Malakar.

Aud in pursuance of sub-rule (1) of the Rule 198 of the Rules -
of Procedure and Conduct of Business in Assam Legislative Assembly,
I hereby appoint Shri Seikh Chand Mahammad, Deputy - Speaker as ®

the Charman o! the committee. of Privileges.

The newly constituted Committee will function for a term Of
one year with effect from 4.4.78."

o

RN
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: i i Assam
6) T hzreby nominate the following members _of the i
chislaf‘.ivc Assambly to constitute the Employment Review Committee

l. Shri Nagen Barua,

2. Shri Ramesh Das,

3. Shri Kamal Chandra Basumatari,

4. Shri Kazi Kutub Uddin Amed,

5. Shri Dileswar Tanti,

6. Shri Mahius Tudu,

7. Shri Noorul Huda,

8. Shri Abdul Sabhan,

9. Shri Promode. Gogoi.,

And T appoint Shri Nagen Barua, member of the Assembly as

the Chairman of the said Committee. The duration of the Committee

will be for the whole life of the Sixth Assembly and the Committee
will funciion with effect from 4.4.78.

{7) I have to announce the result of election to the Assam
Road Communication Board. The number of candidates being cqua]
to the number of Members to bs elected, the following members have

been declared elected unamimously to the Assam Road Communicatior
Boa:d:—

1. Shri Devanada Bora,
2. Shri Afazuddin Ahmed,

(5]

. Shri Golok Kakati,

. Shri  Gourishanke. Roy, 2
Shri Kaliram Deka Raja

Shri Dewan Joynal Abedin,

- Shri Altaf Hossain Mazumdar,

© N o o

. Shri Nagen Barua,
9. Shri Panchanan Brahma,
10. Shri Jnan Gogoi,
11. Shri Bhadreswar Gogoi.
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12.: Shri Madhab Rajbongshi,

13. Shri Padam Bahadur Chouhan,
14. Shri Hiteswar Saikia,

15. Shri Ramendra De,

4

16. Shri ~. N. Akram Hussain,

17. Shri Ibrahim Al

18. Shri Mujamil Ali Choudhury,

19. Shri Mathura Mohan Sinha,

20. Shri Lakshya Nath Doley. _

(8) I have to announce the result of the election to the Board
of Management of Assam Agricultural Univérsity. The number of can-
didates being equal to the number, of members to be elected, the follo-
wing members. have been declared elected unanimously to the Board
of Management of Assam Agricultural University:—

1. Shri Devananda Bora,

2.'Shri Gajen Tanti,

3. 'Shri (Dr.) Tarini Mohan Barooa,

(9) T have to apnounce the result of election to the Assam State
Housing Board. The number of candidates being equal to the number
of members to be elected, the following members have been declared
clected unanimously to the Assam State Housing Board i—

1. Shri Kul Bahadur Cetri,

2. Shri Harendra Goswami,

3: Shri Pratap Kalita. .

(10) I have jo announce the result of election to the Assam Town
and Country Planning Adwvisory Council. The number of candidates
being equal to the number of members to be elected, the following
members have been declared elected unanimously to the Assain Town
and Couqtry Planning Advisory Council ;—

1. Shii Dipak Moormoo,
2. Shri Golok Kakati.

3, Shri Purna Boro.
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Shri BIRESH MISRA—Sir. for Assam State Road Communication
Board, I filed my nomination, but I did not hear my name though

it is said that it is unanimously accepted. I like to be apprised of
the situation.

Mr. SPEAKER—We will examine this.

Shri PHANI MEDHI- I had submited my nomination for Assam
Agricultural University (Board of Management); later on it was decided
amongst ourselves with Minister, Parliamentary Affairs and I wi:hdraw
my romination for that with the hope that 1 would be included in

the Assam Road Communication Board and Employmeit Review Com-
mittce. But I do not flnd my name here. '

: hShriq DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Minister) —Now here your name
1s thelc !

: Mr. SPEAKER—It there is any clerical mistake we shall look into
it. -

= Shri DQLAI__ CHANDRA BARUA (Ministcr)—--Wc'haVc placed these
things at ‘their disposal. I think, his name should have been there.

Shri BIRESH MISRA—That wasd ne on the basis of an agreement
accordingly I filed my nomination; perhaps T may miss if, but I have
not heard my name here.

GENERAL DISCUSSION ON THE BUDGET

*Shri ABDUS SUBHAN—MTr. Speaker, Sir, I have gone through
the budget specech made by the Hon’le Firance Miniser, Shri K. C.
Gogoi. There it has been mentioned that the tution fees for students
upto class X will be exempted. Sir, I do not think this is very justified
b=cause it em'praces cveryone-whether he is rich or poor, whether he
has the capacily to pay the titution fees or not. A student who has
the capacity to pay the tution fces or a student who is rich should
not be exempted from paying his tution fees. Bvt yet if this is done
then I am surc the Government will have to suffer.

Then there is also mention about exemption of land revenue from
these who have 10 bighas ofland. Sir, there are many well-to-do families
or monied persons having 10 bighas of land and what may be the
justification to exempt them from paying the land revenue ? Sir, I do
not have anything against this new Ministry but as a responsible citizen
of this conntry [ have every right to express my views for the deve-
lopment of our state. I am not concerned with whoever be ‘in the rulling

party but I would certainly want to see that the people of Assam live
in peace and prosperity.

Mention has also been made rcgarding Education and some alloca-
tion has been made but theie is no clear cut line of action for the
future. Some mention has, of course, been made regarding L. P. School
but there is no mention regading Higher Secondary Schools, regarding
Colleges, regarding Universities. - 'Does the new ministry think that there
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is no University no Higher Seconcary Schools and no colleges in our
State.” Sir, I myself being a College Teaeher I can say wi'h emphasis
that the Education Drcpartment in Assam was kept comple:ely neglec-
ted by our previous Government ard it is being neglected from the
very beginning by the new Janeta Government. Sir, in the University
research facilities in all the departments do not exist. -In many Colleges
‘Hohour:’ facilties do not exist, as a-result the students coming out
from these colleges cannot compete in_the ficld of services because - they
did not have ‘Honours’. Mr. Speaker, Sir, through you I would request
the newly formed Janata Government to take necessary action -in this

regard. . : .

.Mr. Speaker, Sir, as you are aware, more or less 80% of our
- people live in the village areas and you also know that those people
living in the village areas are mostly neglecled. Their condition is
deplotable. During the months of March, April, May and June they
live in pathetic condition but I do not find any mention in the budget
speech :about them. 1 weuld request the Government thiough you to
see that the people in the village areas get the suceour when they.

need ijt. . . ‘
Sir, Assam becomes flood affected during the rainy season. Every

year flood creates disturbance in one part of the state or other and
the €ondition of the-vil ages. become deplorable but there is no men-

tion in the budget speech that these people in the .villages will be-

helpéd bp the Government during the flood season, ‘ .-

Mr. Speaker, Sir, mention has been made in the budget speech
aboiit the flood control measures to be taken up in the Brahmaputra
and the Baiak valleys. But there . are so many other small rivers
which c:use flood inundating huge rural areas. The newly formed
Jadata Government has lost sight of it. Thercfore, I would like to
draw the attention of the Janata Government to this fact. Next, Sir,
about communication, no clear cut- explantion has bcen given in the
‘budget. 1 would. request the newly formed Jana'a Government throngh
you, Sir, to give proper attention to the  communijcation system so
that interior and remote areas can be linked with the reg:. of the
developed areas. (bell ‘rang). Arojher thirg, Sir, T would like to
point out here, that Treaaury benches are often seen critizising the
activitcs of the previous Congress Government. Not only that, Sir,
Oppositlon benches are also seen criticising and cutting joles in the
‘house with the Janata Government snd its members. To my . mind
this sort of criticism and counter-criticism should be avoided as far
as practicable. so that healihy atmosphere in the House is created for
the develop nent of our State. ‘With these words, Sir,'I resume my
scat, . ‘Thank you. - L o

. Shri BIRESH MISRA—The hon. member who has just concluded
his speech, has referred to:the fact that he was a’ teacher in a college
or school. May I know on what.subject he was a " teacher ? ' .. -

Shri ABDUL SUBHAN—The subject which 1 used- to teach, no-
body can compete with me,
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468 STATEMENT BY MINISTER [4th April

*Shri Keshab Chandra Gogei (Minister):— Mr. Speaker, sir,
the total amount surrendered during 1977-78 is Rs. 21.41 crores, out
of which approximately Rs. 5 crores were reallocated/reapprop:iated and
another amount of Rs. 5 crorcs earmarked for mee'ing overdraft lia-
bilities. Therefore, the actual surrender comes to about Rs. 11.43 cro-
res, This statement of surrender is only provisional as complete report
has not yet been received.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY SPEAKER:

* Mr. Speaker: Here is an announcement. I hereby inform the
House that five political parties, namely, Indian National Congress, C.
P. 1. (M) Indian National Congress (I, C.P.I. and R.C.P.I. have in-
timated that Sarbashree Sarat Chandra Sinha, Hemen Das, Syeda
Anowara Taimur, Promode Gogoi and Khagen Borbaruah have been elec-
‘ed respectively as the Leaders of these Legislative Parties. I find taht
the Indian Na ional Congress is the largest Oppo-ition Party having
a strength of 24 members and it fulfils all the requirements, viz.,

(i) it has announced at the time of general election a distinct
ideology and programe of parliamentary work:

(ii) it has an organisation both inside and outside the House;

(iii) it has a strength equal to the quorum fixed to constitute
a sitting of the House,

For recognising its Leader as a Leader of the Opposition

_ Accordingly, in pursuance of Rule 2 (P) of the Rules of Proce-
dure and Conduct of Business in Assam Legislative Assembly, I reco-
gnise Shri Sarat Chandra Sinha as the Leader or the Oppasition.

The leaders of four orthe: parties mentioned above will function
as the Leaders of the respective Legislarure party. I would also like
to inform the House that five independent members, namrly Sarbasree
Premodhar Bora, Atul Chandra Goswami, Sirajul Haque, Ramesh Cha-
pdra Saharia and Afazuddin Ahmed formed a front known as ‘‘Pro=-
gressive Democratic Front” with Shri Premodhar Bora as its Leader
and they have requesied me to recognise this Group. Since this
Front is formed by purely unattached members having different ideolo-
gies, I grant them the nomenclature of a group for the sake of
convenicnce. They will bz allocated time in proportion to the number
of members to enable them to participate in the business of the House.

I have another announcement to make. I have to announce
that I nominate Shri Pnani Medhi as one of th: members of the Em-
ployment Review Committee in place of Shri -Mathius Tudu who has
declined to be a member of the Employment Review Committee due
to personal reasons,

Now obituary reference. Ch'ef Minister. -

*Speech not corrected
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*Shri Golap Borbora (Chief Minister)—Mr. Speaker, Sir, with your
kind permission I rise to make obituary reference to the death of
Pandit Hriday Nath Kunzru, ons of Ipdia’s leading statesman and
erudite scholar and liberal politician. Born in 1887, Pandit Kunzru
was educated at Agra College {rom where he graduated in Science.
Later he studied in London School of Economics and then Heidelberg
University. He was a close associate of Pandit Madan Mohan Mala

vyya acd contributed a lot for establishment and development of Bena-
ras Hindu University. .

He entered public life at his early age and joined the Servant
of India Society under the inspiration of Gokhale and it was through
this socicty, he mainly worked in public life. He was an elected
membver of Uttar Pradesh Legislative Council from 1921 to 1925. and of
the Central Assembly from 1927 to 1930. Pandit Kunzae
represented India-  in several international conferences and was
also 2 member of the Govt. of India deputation sent to Malaya to
inquire into the conditions of the Indians there. A member of the

Constituent Assembly and Provisional Parliament, he was a member of
the Rajya Sabha from 1952 to 1957.

. Pandit Kunzru was Chairman of Indian School of International
Studies and President of the Indian Council of World Affairs. A member
of the University Grants Commission and the States’ Reorganisation
Commission, he was Chairman of the Railway Enquiry Committee

constituted in 1966. He was one of the founders of Bharat Scouts and
Guides move nent.

A man of independent spirit, pandit Kunzru would always be
remembered as person of startling character. In his death, the country
has lost an emment public figure and his death has caued irreparable
loss to the nation. I hope, the Hon’blc Members of this August House

will join with me in paying our respectful homage to the departed sould
of this great man.
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*Mr. Speaker:— I associate myself with the feelings and sentiments
expressed. by the Hon'’ble members of the House on the demise of
Pandit Hridaynath Kunzru.

v
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Shri Kunzru was a man of great public images and erudeit
Scholar. He attended many International Conferences as  an  Indian
“ delegate. He was a member of U.P. Legislative Council from 1921 to
1925 and of the Central Assembly from 1927 to 1930.  As far as I
remember he was a member of the Provisional Parliament alse. He
was the president of the Servants of India Society and Indian Council
of World Affairs. He was a member of States Re-organisation Commi-
ssionn 1n 1953. As a member of different bodies, he made significant
contributions to the deliberations. The eminent scholar passed away on
3rd April 1978 due to heart attack.

~ Now I request the hon’ble members to rise in their seats for onc
minute anc pay our homage to the departed soul.

(The Members stood in silence for one minute)

The House stands adjourned sine die.

P.D. BARUA,
Sccretary, i
Assam Legislative Assembly.

Dated Dispur:
The 4th April, 1978,
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