Proceedings of the Second Session of the Second Assam Legislative
Assembly assembled under the provisions of the Government
of India Act, 1935

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 11 A.v., on Thursday,
the 12th September, 1946.

PRESENT

The Hon’ble Mr. Debeswar Sarmah, Speaker, in the Chair, the seven
Hon’ble Ministers and eighty Members. :

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
STARRED QUESTIONS
(To which oral answers were givenj

(Starred Questions Nos.31-33 standing in the name of Maulavi Mokshed
Ali were not put and answered as the hon. Questioner was absent.)

Cattle mortality in the Province
Maulavi MAKABBIR ALI MAZUMDAR asked:

*34. Will Government be pleased to s.ate—
(2) The steps, if any, taken by the Department of Veterinary to stop
cattle mortality in the Province ?
() Whether Government have any scheme or propose to devise any
scheme to improve cattle-breeding in the Province ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR replied:

. 34. (a)—Segregation, inoculation and treatment of sick-animals, disinfec-
tion of their sheds and vaccination of healthy animals are the steps taken to
prevent cattle mortality in.the Province.

(b)—Cattle-breeding operations at Khanapara, Sylhet, Upper-Shillong
and Jorhat Farms, Rural Cattle-breeding Centres, Grazing Reserves and in the
four stations under the Cattle-Rehabilitation Schemes are the schemes operated
by Government to improve cattle-breeding in the Province.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: With regard to (a), may I know
what is the percentage of mortality owing to Rinderpest and owing to Raniket.

The Hon:l_)le Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR: That is a
new question, Sir, and I want notice.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: That is not a new question,
Sir, as we are discussing about cattle mortality.

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR: Information
may be supplied if notice is given.
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Maulavi MD, ROUFIQUE: Are Government aware that thousands of
cattle die every year from Rinderpest in the Province ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : Cattle dic of

. : ithout seei
Rinderpest, but whether thousands or hundreds dic I cannot say without seeing
the records. :

Maulavi MD. ROUFIQUE : Ts it contended by Government that thou-
sands of cattle do die every year of Rinderpest ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : T have alrcady
answered that cattle die of Rinderpest.

TSrijut BELIRAM DAS: Is it not a fact that cattle mortality has decreased
to a considerable extent from the last few years ?

The Hom’ble the SPEAKER: How does this question of increase or
decrease arise ?

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : Is it not a fact that

warble
tumours are responsible for a high percentage of deaths ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: If the hon. Member rchs the question he
will find that the cause of mortality does not arise. The question was what steps
have been taken by the Government to stop cattle mortality in the Prowngc_

Maulavi ABDUL, BARI CHAUDHURY : My question relates to catt]e
mortality, Sir. T want to know what steps Governr_nent of Assam l}avc taken to
check warble tumours which are responsible for a high percentage of deaths,

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL. MATLIB MAZUMDAR : That

is a
new question, Sir.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : ““Segregation, inoculation and treatment
of sick-animals, etc.”, these are the steps taken by Government.

Maulavi MD. ROUFIQUE :
to prevent deaths from Rinderpest ?

The Hon
the step taken
resorted to.

What steps have been taken by Government

‘ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIR MAZUMDAR : Inoculatiop 18
by Government ; in some cases, when necessary, s

cgregation ig

Maulavi ABDUL HAMID: What kind of inoculation is the Hon’ble
Minister referring to ? There are various kinds of inoculation,

The Hom’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR ;

. : Goat-tissue
vaccine, serum vaccine, etc,

Maulavi ABDUL H

AMID: Does the Hon’ble Minister mean
simultaneous or serum alone

serum

. The Hon’ble Maulavj ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR - Thetisatteshs
nical question, and T wj]] require the help of a Doctor to
LS Vs wel

answer this.

TSpeech not correc ted.
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_ The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. the Deputy Leader of the Oppo=
sition will appreciate that this is not the forum to test the technical knowledge

of a Hon’ble Minister by cross-questions.

Maulavi ABDUL HAMID : Sir, when the quesion of inoculation comes,
one can necessarily ask what sort of inoculation is referred to by ' the Hon’ble

Minister.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I am sorry to have to hold that this question
does not arise.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : Isit a fact that the Government
of India have given a direction to all Provincial Governments to promulgate a
Clontagious Diseases Act to stop contagious diseases, as unless that Act is promul-
gated no effective measures can be taken ? May I know what steps have the
Government of Assam taken in that direction ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : I do not remem-
ber to have received such a direction, and I cannot say anything without looking
into the records. .

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Next question, please.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : [ have got to ask some supple=
mentaries on Question No.34 (), Sir.

The I:Ion’ble the SPEAKER : Of course I am prepared to allow all rele-
vant questions. But may I draw the attention of the hon. Members to the fact
that since the beginning of this Session from the 9th, all unstarred questions are
standing over, and an cverwhelming majority of them will go without supplemen-
taries if we take up all the time with Starred Questions ?

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : I want to ask only one question,
Sir. By ¢ cattle-breeding * does the Hon’ble Minister mean only ¢ cow-breeding”

or does he include buffaloes, goat and sheep ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR: Buffaloes are
not included.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY :  What about goat and sheep ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : Not even goat
and sheep.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question was ¢ Whether Government
have any schenle or propose to devise any scheme to improve cattle-breeding in
the Provmcﬁe ? May I know what did the hon. Questioner mean by the term
¢« cattle 7 ¢

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : May | & ’bl
Minister whether cattle-breeding includes sheep and gyoats I;.?s‘z "fmm the Hetll

The Hon’kble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUM i

[ ; DAR : Certainly,
cattle-breeding does not include buffaloes, but as r I d
not think the; are included in it, e hep Aneae



1068 QUESTIONS [12TH SEP.

Assistant to the Provincial Métor Transport Controlier

Maylavi ABDUL KHALEQUE AHMED asked :
= 435 (a) Isita fact that Srijut Surendra Nath Sarma, a Lower Division
Clerk attached to Assembly Office witha pay of Rs. 90 per month, has been
appointed as Assistant to the Provincial Motor Transport Controller on an
initial pay of Rs. 250 per month in place of Mr. K. Ahmed who has been
reverted to his original post as Inspector of Boilers ?

(b) What were the special considerations on which the Government
of Assam made this appointment ?

(¢) Will Government be pleased to statc whether the Assam Public
Service Commission was consulted in the matter ?

(d) If not, why not ?

(¢) Will Government be pleased to state whether the sanction of
the Government of India was obtained in making this appointment ?

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE replied :

35. (a)—He has been appointed to a new temporary post of Assistant to
the Director created in place of that vacated by Mr. Ahmed.

(b)—Because though Government had expected the Director of Assam
Transport to be able to manage the whole work of the Contrsller in addition to
his own duties for a time until they could re-organize the whole system of Motor
‘Lransport Control, it was found that even though the Controller’s work is much
diminished, it was .0o much for him without assistance.

! (¢) This Officer was the first choice of the Commission for a post of
Regional Controller

(d)—Does not arise, but the Commission was not specially consulted

about this temporary post, because reference had to be made to the Govern-
ment of India,

(e)—Yes,

Maulavi MAYEENUD-DIN AHMED CHOWDRY : May I

: . know the
reason, Sir, why Mr, K. Ahmed was replaced ?

The Hon’ble Mr, BAlD'fANATH MOOKER]JEE : Sir, there were two
reasons for that, Firstl

Y, the Boiler Department wanted the services of Mr. K,
Ahmed very badly and secondly, because of the fact that work not only of the
Assistant to the Controller but also of the Controller was greatly diminished.

Maulavi ABDUT, KHALEQUE AMMED : Ts it nota fact, Sir, that

Mr. K. Ahmed officiated in the post of Assistant to the Provincial Motor Trans-
port Controller from the very start of this Department ?

The Hon’b.le _Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: No, Sir, not as  Assis-
tant to the Provincial Motor Transport Controller. :

Maulavi ABDUL HAY: [sit not a fact, Sur, that this Department was to
be abolished by the 31st August, 1946 ?

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Not the whole Depart-
ment, Sir.  For the sake of economy the unnecessary and surplus hands were

given notice. The'ad ministration of this Department was very top-heavy and the
top posts were abolished,
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Maulavi MAYEENUD-DIN AHMED CHOWDRY : Isit nota fact, Sir,
that 50 per cent. of the cost of this Department is borne by the “Central Govern-
ment ?

The Hon’hle Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: What does it matter,
Sir, if the cost is borne by the Central Government or by the Provincial Govern-
ment. It is the duty of every honest Government to save unnecessary waste of
public money whatever might be the source of that money. I differ from my
Friend’s mentality.

Maulavi MAYEENUD-DIN AHMED CHOWDRY: My question was,
Sir, whether 50 per cent. of the money of this Department is subscribed by the
Central Government or not ?

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Might be, Sir.

_ Maulavi MAYEENUD BIN AHMED CHOWDRY : Did the Hon’ble
Minister take previous sanction of thé Central Government for the replacement
of that particular Officer in that Department, Sir ?

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : Sir, the administration
of that Department is under the control of the Provincial Government and T can
assure the House that whatever permission was necessary was obtained.

tMaulavi ABDUL HAMID : May I know, Sir, if Mr. Ahmed was appoint-
ed to this special post because of his technical qualification ?

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: I cannot say that,
Sir, because he was not taken in when I was in-charge of that Department. But
so far as I can see technical qualification is not required for the post.

Maulavi MAYEENUD-DIN AHMED CHOWDRY: May I know, Sir,
what is the special qualification of the gentleman who has been appointed in place
of Mr. K. Ahmed ?

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: He was a clerk, Sir,
and he is still a gioriﬁcd clerk.

Maulayi ABDUL HAI: Is it not a fact that this post was also abolished ?

The Hon’bile Myx. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: This post was not
abolished, Assistant Controller’s post was abolished and the present post is Assis-
tant to the Controller. .

Maulavi ABDUL HAI: Is it nota new post, Sir ?

The Hon’ble My, BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Yes, Sir. Inmy reply
I have already said that he has been appointed to a new temporary post of Assis-
tant to the Controller,

Mau\lavi ABDUL KHALEQUE AHMED : Was there any other candidate
for this post ?

TSpeech not corrected.
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The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : For this post no adver-
tissment was made because it has been made clear in reply to Question (c).
Formerly it was the intention of Government to create nine posts of Regional Con-
trollers with higher pay and greater responsibility and this gentleman, Mr. Sarma,
got the first nomination of the Public Service Commission and therefore he was
appointed to this new post with the sanction of the Central Government.

Maulavi ABDUL KHALEQUE AHMED : s it not a fact that Mr. Sarma
was a candidate for the post of a Regional Controller ?

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: I have already said
that, Sir. T pity the hon. Member.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : No further supplementaries will be allowed.

Sub-Inspectors and Assistant Sub-Inspectors of Schools in Sylhet District
Maulavi ABDUL KHALEQUE AHMED asked :
*#36. Will Government be pleased to state—

(@) How many Sub-Tnspectors and Assistant Sub-Inspectors of Schools
have been allotted to each Subdivision of the District of Sylhet?
(6) Whether they are aware that the Sub-Tnspectors and the Assistant
Sup-Inspectors  allotted in Sunamganj Subdivision can hardly
complete the inspection of their respective branches of Schools
partly owing to the vast area of thz Subdivision and partly due
to its bad communications?
(c) Whether they are aware that every year a large number of Lower
] Primary schools and Night schools are left without inspection for
want of adequate number of inspecting staff?
(d4) Whether Government propose to increase the inspecting  staff of
the Sunamganj Subdivision by one more Sub-Inspector and one
more Assistant Sub-Inspector of Schools?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI replied :

36. (a)—

Sub-Tnspectors Assistant Sltb-lnspccturg
North Sylhet o 3
Karimganj e 2
South Sylhet e ! 2
Habiganj Jis e 88 9
Sunamganj s 4 9

(b)—Might be.

(¢)—Government are not aware.

(d)—There are simi

g : 1 lar demands in other Districts and the case of Sunam.
ganj will receive considerati

on along with other Subdivisions in other Districts
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Maulavi MAYEENUD-DIN AHMED CHOWDRY: With regard to {0,
Sir, the reply is ‘Government are not aware’ but may I know if the Hon’ble
Minister made any enquiry after receiving the Questions as to whether it is a

fact ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Government are enquiring
and are prepared to accept the truth of the Question of the hon.Questioner, know-
ing as they do the limitation of the inspecting stafl, Government have at their

disposal.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : Is it not a fact, Sir, that the
Inspector of Schools, Surma Valley, has been recommending for the last two years
for increasing the number of Sub-Inspectors of Schools for Sunamganj by one.

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARD OLOL: Iam not aware of that,
Sir, but I may enquire into it.

(Starred Question No.37 standing in the name of Mr. W. D. Rutherfurd
was not put and answered as the hon. Questioner was absent. )

¥ |

“San Beel” in Karimganj Subdivision
Moulana MUFAZZAL HUSSAIN asked :

38, (a) Arec Government aware of the untold sufferings of the people
who happen to travel in the waters of the notorious ‘San beel’ in the Karim-

ganj Subdivision during the monsoons ?
(b) If the reply to the ‘above question is in the negative, do Government
propose to make an official enquiry and take adequate steps to instal lightposts

between important places of Fakhuagram Railway station to Kalibaribazar to
provide facility to the boat-men during dark nights ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR replied:

38, (a)—No.

»—The responsibility lies with the Karimganj Local Board. Covenns

. ment would however draw the attention of the Board.

Maulavi MAYEENUD-DIN AHI\:IED ]_CHGWDRY: St S n S s en WO
Question (a) Government reply is ‘No’ “1“, ,G‘“"Fm}n(‘lli, after making an
enquiry, take necessary steps (o remove those difficulties ? :

- Vy Ld y

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR The answer is
in reply (2). i

Maulavi Dewan ABDUL BASITH : Sir, for the failure on the part of the
Karimganj Local Board to do their primary _()l‘lt}’ I this case, will Government
look into the seriousness of the problem ? May I algq request the Hon’ble

Minister to take neeessary steps to remove the untold difficulties of those people by

their own initiative £

-
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Hon’ble Minister says in his reply
thgt the matter has been forwarded to the notice of the Local Board. If the Board
fails then it will be the duty of the Government to intervene.

. Maulavi Dewan ABDUL BASITH : If the Local Board fail to do anything
in this respect will Government take necessary steps ?

: The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : If necessary,
why not. :

fMaulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : If the Karimganj Local Board
does not take any action on the ground of financial stringency, will the Hon’ble
Minister consider giving a specific grant to the Board for-this purpose ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR
will first ascertain whether the Board fails on such a ground and th
will decide what necessary steps will have to be taken,

: Government
en Government

(Starred Question No.39 standing in the name of Maulavi Dewan Abdul
Basith was not put by the hon. Questioner.)

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Now let us fitst refer to page 9 of the list of
Unstarred Questions and Answers laid on the Members tables on the 9th Septem-
ber. We may now take up from Question No.46.

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
(To which answers were laid on the table)
Roads under the Post-War Reconstruction Scheme

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY asked :

46. Will Government be pleased to state— : e

(2) Which are the roads selected for improve ment by the 10_vmc1al
Government under the Post-War Reconstruction Schleme in the
Sibsagar District under the following three categories of roads, iz —
(7) Provincial Highways,
() District Roads, and .
(z#¢) Village Roads ? R i

(b)) What are the prospects immediate or remote of their execution ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

46. (a) (i)—None.

TSpeech not corrected,
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(é%) and (iii)—Provisionally sclected subject to the approval of Goverr-
ment of India as shown in the list below—

L

DISTRICT ROADS—(JORHAT SUBDIVISION)

1 Dhodar Ali from Dessoi to Jhanji River 18 miles.
9 Cinnamara-Titabar Road ... Sluey
(SIBSAGAR SUBDIVISION)
1 Dhodar Ali from Jhanji River to Nazira ]G
9. Dhodar Ali from Banpara Dillighat 16 .,
(GOLAGHAT SUBDIVISION)
1 Bokakhat-Dhansirimukh ghat road G
64 miles.

VILLAGE ROADS—(SIBSAGAR SUBDIVISION)

1 A road from 96th mile of Dhodar Ali to Ladoi- ;

gor through Lelera and Hallagaon 3 miles.
9 Aroad from 83rd mile of Dhodar Ali near

Teok Tea Estate bridge to Sapekhati Railway

station through Ideobari Tea Estate 9 s
3 Aroad from Dhodar Ali 86th mile o Nahore

Ali across Railway line through Hatapukhri

and Langpatigaon DO
4 Aroad from 233rd mile Assam Trunk Road

near Rajmai to Dhai Ali A5 Yo

5 N(-gai ﬁli from Demou-Dihing Road to Dehing

6 A roadfrom Netai Ali near Rejabaribam to 5o
Dhai Ali near Dhaibari ... 3

7 Dikhoumukh Road from- 216th mile Assam s
Trunk Road to Dikhoumukh 7

g8 A roadfrom Taxi Ali to Desangmukh Road &
through Teparttal Gohaigaon-Garakus and
Panbesagaon : Y

9 A road from Dhodar Ali (near Barbaraukhat

Tea Estate (o Nahorali crossing railway line

at Surderpur railway station 4

10 Sepakati Feeder Road from Sepakati Railway
Station to 90th mile Dhodar Ali 3

11 Kharikatia Ali from Assam Trunk Road near G

Jaysagar to Namtichar Ali A ? 6

2

3

59-5 miles.
(JORHAT SUBDIVISION ) e

{mprovement of Charigaon Road

; Improvemeri\tfloi;l Jogduar Ali g mllcs
3 Road from Mudaljan brld'ge on Assam Trunk
Road to Jhanjeemukh sie Kumargaon 5
4 Road from Hahasara on Assam Trunk Road %
‘ to Garpholiagaon 6
5 Road from _D_akmpatghat to Bhaktiduar o 2t 3
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. (GOLAGHAT SUBDIVISION)
i Athgaon Ali 9 miles
2 Nagra Ali R
3 Kordoiguri Ali, connecfing Golaghat-Barpathar
Public Works Department road and Sarupa-
thar Railway Station 4,
4 Khumtai . 45 33
5 Barpatra Ali 4.0
6 Ghiladhari Ali (connecting Woka Ali and Noali
in Jorhat) T iz %, W
7 Mahura Ali from Assam Trunk Road to Gelabil 5 H
z 8 Seoni Ali from Assam Trunk Road at Rungali-
ting to Golaghat Shikarighat Road 30 -,
9 Borbara Ali connecting Woka Public Works
Department Road and Salikihat Ali 9T
: Total ... 143-35 miles

(b)—Work will be started this year and is proposed to be completed in
six years’ time.

Da'magés to crops by the river Khowai
Maulavi MD. ABDULLAH asked :

47. (a) Are Government aware that the river Khowai causes heavy damages
to paddy crop every year by overflowing the banks in the neighbourhood of
Noagaon, Lakuripara, Kutandar,Bandan, Kaitpara, etc. ?

« (6) If so, will Government be pleased to state what steps have been taken
by them to prevent such overflow in future ?

(¢) If not, do Government propose to take up the work

C of erecting a
“bund” immediately to save the public from such a heavy loss ? &

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M, NICHOLS-ROY replied :

47. (a)—It has been observed that the river ‘Khowa.i 1S unah
discharge and the country along its course is occasionally flooded.

(6) and (c)—Action will be taken after a detailed ‘survey ang collection of
necessary data. 2

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: Sir, may I kngy from  the
Hon’ble Minister whether Government of Assam has passed any ordey for makj
necessary survey about it ? 2

le to .carry its

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR . Necessary steps

will be taken by Government after collecting necessary data, In thig connection
survey will be made,

Maulavi ABDyL HAMID : The question is, Sir, that whether

any order
has been passed for making necessary survey.

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR ; Order has
been passed for making necessary survey,
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Grievances of the Ministerial Officers
Maulavi ARDUL HAI asked :
48. Will Government Be pleased to state :—

() Whether the Government lately received any memorial from the differ-
ent Ministerial Associations of the Province stating the grievances of
the ministerial officers and demanding increase of their pay ?

(b) If so, whether any relief was granted to them by this time ?

(¢) 1f so, what is that ?
(d) If not, why not ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI replied :

48.—A reference is invited to the reply given to the Unstarred Questions
No. 21 (a)—(f) put by Khan Bahadur Maulavi Abual Majid Ziaosh Shams,
M.L.A., during the last July Session of the Assembly on the same subject.

Maulavi ABDUL HAI: Sir, during the last Session of the Assembly the
Hon’ble Ministerin-charge replied that ®the matter was under the consideration of
Government. May I know it any final decision has been arrived at ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Insome cases decisions have
since been arrived at and in the remaining cases further considerations are
required.

Maulavi ABDUL HAJ: Has Government come to any decision about
increasing the pay of all officers?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: We are collecting informa-
tion and are waiting for the result of the Pay Commission which has been started
by the Central Government. :

Maulavi ABDUL HAI: May I know, Sir, how long it will take to come to
a decision ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: It will depend how long the
Pay Commission appointed by the Central Government will take to give us the
necessary direction about the matter. -

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : Sir, the Question (b) is: ‘If so,
whether any relief was granted to them by this time ?”* From the answer from the
Hon’ble Minister it appears that some sort of relief has been given. May we
know from him what is the nature of this relief? .

) The Hon’ble Srijut BISHHNURAM MEDHI: The first demand was to
give them dearness allowance with retrospective effect, and that has been given to
them. This has involved a sum of about 11 lakhs of rupees.

Ma qlavi ABDUL HAX: May I know from the Hon’ble Minister what sum
out of this 11 lakhs has been spent for the ministerial officers?

The Hon’bl= Sx_-ijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: For the Provincial Service
Officers the amount 1s about Rs.1,28,000, for the Imperial Service Officers about
Rs.53,000 and for the rest below Rs.250 will cost about 10 to 11 lakhs.
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Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: Sir, may I know from the
Hon’ble Minister what will be the amount granted to the ministerial officers
drawing below Rs.200.

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: I have said already that for
persons drawing below Rs.250, it cost Government about 10 lakhs.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : Is it not a fact that Government
has received representation from the ministerial officers that the sum allotted to
them would not exceed Rs.72,000 ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Yes.

Salutikar-Gowainghat Road
Maulana IBRAHIM ALI asked :

49. (a) Isit a fact that the road running from Salutikar to Kanaighat uvia
Gowainghat has been taken by Government in the Five Years Post-War Recon-
struction Scheme ? 3

(b) Ifso, do Government propose to take up this work next year ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

49. (a)—Improvement of the Salutikar-Gowainghat road is under cong; Ao
tion of the Government under Post-War Reconstruction Scheme,

(6)—It will not probably be possible to start the work next year but

necessary survey and preparation of estimate will be taken up ag early as possible.

Steamer Company on Narayanganj-Sylhet line

Babu JATINDRANATH BHADRA asked:

50. (a) Are Government aware that the Steamer Company on Narayanganj-
Sylhet line are running only one worn-out small Steamer from Chhatak to Sylhet
at-the greatest disadvantage of and neglecting all requests from the public ?

(b) Are Government aware that the said Steamer Company had abandoned
the two stations Patharia and Jaikailash in the Sunamganj Subdivision as a War
time measure and continue the same practice even now in spite of great inconve-
niences of and protests from the public ?

(¢) Are Government aware that the said Steamer Company are not respond-
ing to the public demand for a waiting room for the passengers in the most
important station of Chhatak even ?

(d) Do Government propose to take necessary steps to

: remove the
grievances of the public ? =

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

50. (a), (8) and (¢)—Government have no information.

(ff_)—_—Goverr_am_ent will bring these complaints to the notice of the Steamer
authorities, This is all the Provincial Government can do now in the matter,
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Babu JATINDRANATH BHADRA: Sir, as regards Question No. 50 (d),
may I take it that this Government have no contro} over -the Steamer services of

this Province ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICUQOLS-ROY : Government has no control
over this Company, but Government will bring the matter to the notice of the
Steamer Company to take steps what they ought to do.

Babu JATINDRANATH BHADRA: Supposing the Company do not
agree to take any steps then what action will Government take ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Government will consider
what action will have to be taken if such a thing arise.

Babu PURNENDU KISHORE SEN GUPTA : The Steamer services that run
between Sunamganj and Sylhet and also Chhatak are dissatisfactory and incon-
venient to the passengers. . Will Government move the authorities to run a through
service from Sylhet to Sunamganj all throughout the year with only one hour
stoppage at Chhatak ? Will not Government take any step to do something ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : The Government will bring
this matter to the Steamer Company with a request to improve matters.

*Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : Sir, why Government has no
control over this Company ? Is it not a fact that Government make grants for
this Company ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: I am not aware of that.
I require notice of this Question.

*Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : This fact is, Sir, known to all.

: Mr. W. R. FAULL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I think that probably the best
answer to the question would be to draw the attention of the hon  Questioner to
the fact that as a resalt of discussions in this Assembly in another Session, the
Steamer Company has constituted a Provincial Advisory Board and also District
Advisory Boards. Actmally the first meeting of the Provincial Advisory Board
took place in Committee Room No.1 of the Assembly Building yesterday and these
questions were included in the agenda. The report on the mecting will be
presented to the Secretary of the Assembly and the Members of the Board.

Satgaon-Mirzapur-Shamsherganj Local Board Road
Maulavi MAYEENUD-DIN AHMED CHOWDRY asked :

. 91. (@) Are Government aware of the present condition of the Satgaon-
Mirzapur-Shamsherganj Local Board Road in the Srimangal thana and that of the
Kulaura-Rabirbazar-Alinagar Local Board Road of the Kulaura thana of the
South Sylhet Subdivision ?

(6) Are Government aware that the Srimangal thana of the South-Sylhet
Subdivision is most backward in respect of communication ?

(¢) If so, do Government propose to take up the said road under the Post-
War Reconstruction Scheme ?

“#Speech not corrected.
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52. (a) Are Government aware that due to the heavy Military traffic during
war some of the Local Board and Municipal roads in the South Sylhet Subdivision
have been badly damaged ?

{b) Ifso, do Government propose to make a contribution to the South
Sylhet Local Board and Municipality for the repairs of these roads ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR replied :

51. (a)—No. :

(b)—The area under reference is served by 2 Public Works Department roads
and 14 Local Board roads and hence cannot be considered as most backward in
respect of communication.

(¢)—Satgaon-Mirzapur-Shamsherganj Road is included in the Post-War
Reconstruction Scheme.

Maulavi MAYEENUD-DIN AXIMED CHOWDRY : As regards 51 (b) Sir,
are we to take it that if a particular portion of a Subdivision is under a particular

Public Works Department or Local Board, that portion cannot be considered as
backward ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Thatis an argumentative point, and it
cannot be allowed. Any other Supplementary Questions ?

*Maulavi ABDUL HAMID.: May I know, Sir, the reason why the Hon’ble
Minister says that the portion is not backward ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The reasons are there in the Answer,

Maulavi MAYEENUD-DIN AHMED CHOWDRY : Is this the way hoy
the Hon’ble Minister wants to avoid Answers to Questions, Sir ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : That is a question of opinion,

Maulavi MAYEENUD-DIN AHMED CHOWDRY : Why does the Hon’ble
Speaker shield the Hon’ble Minister concerned ?
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: This remark is unwarranted and unbecom-

ing. Perhapsthe hon. Questioner will do well to study the Questions and
Answers.

*Maulavi ABD.Ui.- HAMID : May we know, Sir, whether it is
the Hon’ble Ministerin-charge to say that only areas backw
munications should be provided with communication ?

i the idea of
ard in regard to com-

N
*The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : What is that Question
*Maulavi ABDUL HAMID: Question No. 51 ().

Sir ?

*The. Honfble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR: The answer
is there, Sir. Itis ‘““The area under reference is served by 2 Public Wor
ment roads and 14 Local Board roads and hence cannot be consid
backward in respect of communication.’’

ks Depart-
ered most

*Speech not corrected,
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Tke Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. Member’s Question was—“Are
Government aware that the Srimangal thana . of the South Sylhet Subdivision is

most backward in respect of communication ?”’

#*The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR: That isa
matter of opinion, Sir.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The Question isnot allowed, because it
involves a question of opinion. Secondly, the Answer is self-complete—the area is
served by 2 Public Works Department roads and 14 Local Board roads and hence
cannot be considered as most backward in respect of communication. There-
fore the hon. Member, on further consideration, will find that his grievance is not
genuine.

Now I pass on to Question No. 52.

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR replied :
52. (a)—Portions of the Municipal roads were damaged.

{6)—Does not arise.

Maulavi MAYEENUD-DIN AHMED CHOWDRY : In answer to Question
No. 52 (@), Sir, the Hon’ble Minister says ‘‘Portions of the Municipal roads
were damaged” and in answer to (b) he says “Does not arise’’. When the
Hon’ble Minister has admitted that damages have been done to portions of Muni-
cipal roads, may we know whether Government is prepared fo make a special
grugt to the Municipal Board, Maulvibazar, for repairs of those portions of the
roads ?

*The Hom’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : The roads
have been damaged by the Military and in some cases we have seen that the
damages have been compensated for by the Military and they are constructing
new roads. Government will take necessary action in the matter, but as yet no
decision has been arrived at.

. Maulavi Dewan ABDUL BASITH: In reply to (2) Hon’ble Minister
mentions that only damages have been done to the Municipal roads. But in the
quest on it is particularly mentioned about the Maulvibazar Municipal Board. So
the question is whether Government has given compensation to the Maulvibazar
Municipal Board for improving the roads ?

_ *The Hon’ble Maulavi AGDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : Sir, the ques-
tion of all the Municipal Boards will be taken up together. So that Question
does not arise.,

~ Maulavi Dewan ABDUL BASITH : In reply to Question No.52 (a¢) Hon’ble
Minister says that portions of the Municipal roads were damaged. In the Question
it is mentioned that due to heavy Military traffic during the war some of the
Local Board and Municipal roads in the South Sylhet Subdivision have been
damaged. He admits that portions of Municipal road in the Maulvibazar Sub-
d1v1§10n have been damaged. What action Government do propose to take for
the improvement of those portions of roads damaged by the Military ?

*The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : So far as South
Sylhet Local Board is concerned, no damage has been done, and the question

#Speech not corrected.




1080 o 3 QUESTIONS [12TH SEP.

of Local Board compensation does not arise. As regards the Municipal roacéi
which have been damaged, itis already answered. Government has not as y
taken up the question of South Sylhet Municipal Board separately.

Maulavi Dewan ABDUL BASITH : The
traffic during the war, Local Board and Mu )
and in the reply the Hon’ble Minister says only Municipal roads were damaged.

May I point out, from my personal experience, that all the Local Board roads
have also been damaged Will he take note of it ? ;

Question was, due to heavy Military
nicipal roads have been damaged,

*Maulavi ABDUL HAMID: May we know, Sir;if the Hon’ble Minister
means to say that there

has not been any damage to Local Board roads due to
Military traffic ?

*The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : That isa
Government information, Sir,

*Maulavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAAD
no report has been received from Local Boards
ment took steps after receipt of questions ?

ULLA : The reply should be that
- The question is whether Govern-

Tke Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Perhaps the hon. Leader of the Opposi-
tion will realise that much has been made of the Question and the answer.

*Maulavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Of the answer, Sir.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The position is this: as regards Local
Boards, no report reached Government ; as regards Municipal Boards, Govern-
ment have information, But the question is whether the Municipal Board have
approached Gsvernment for help towards repairing these damages, and

whether Government consider those positions. To my mind those are th
simple questions.

if’ so,
e two

*Maulavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Government answer is
“Does not arise®,

*The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL, MATLI8 MAZUMDAR - That is with
regard to Local Board roads.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Question is

_ whether Government have
received any applicati

on from the South Sylhet Municipal Board for help.

* *The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR: I have follow-
ed the Question, Sir, Government admit that portions of the Mllnicii')al roads
were damaged.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Question is “‘If

Propose to make any contribution to the South Sylhet My

50, do Government
repair of those roads Rk

nicipa] Boarg for the

*The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLI8 MAZUM

South  Sylhet Municipal Board have not approached

DAR: No, Sir, the
help.

Government for

'—‘——.~___"_.
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“Maulavi MAHAMMAD ROUFIQUE: May I know, Sir, whether any
other Municipal Board approached Government ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : That does not arise.

*Srijut DANDESWAR -HAZARIKA: Arc Government aware that
some of the Local Boards and the Municipal Boards submitted their estimate- of
cost for repair of the damages done to their roads by the military traffic during
the last war but nothing has yet been.paid by Government ?

*The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR :. That is a new
Question. Of course, some of the Municipal and Local Boards approached
Government for help but I don’t know how many are they.

*Maulavi ABDUL HAMID : May I know which of the Municipal and Local
Boards approached Government for help ?

o1 *The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR: I cannot say
off-hand.
Financial position of the South Sylhet Local Board

Maulavi MAYEENUD-DIN AHMED CHOWDRY asked :

53. () Are Government aware of the very bad financial position of the South
Sylhet Local Board ?

(b) If so, do Government propose to make a special graat for the said Board ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR replied :

53. (a)—Yes.

()—No.

Maulavi MAYEENUD-DIN AHMED CHOWDRY: Sir, the answer to
Question (a) is ‘Yes’ and to (5) No’. When it has been admitted by Govern-
ment that the financial condition of the South Sylhet Local Board is bad, may

we know whether they propose to improve it by giving them sufficient
grant ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The answer is there—*‘No™’.

Mzulavi MAYEENUD-DIN AHMED CHOWDRY : Is it not the duty
of Government to see that the financial condition of the Local Boards is improved
by special grants ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : The answer to
that question is ‘“No.”. The reason is that there are other Local Boards who are
also in a financially bad condition So, Government do not propose to specialise
the claim of any particular Local Board. The cases of all the Local Boards will
be taken up together. That is the idea.

Maulavi ABDUL, HAMID : The answer should have been made clear.

*Babu - PURNENDU KISHORE SEN GUPTA: Are  Government
aware- that the last South Sylhet Local Board incurred a heavy loss and left
the burden on the shoulders of the present Board ?

(No answer.)

*Speech not corrected,
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Re a Hall constructed out of the Rural Uplift Fuad and the Muslim
Grave-yard at Srimangal

Maulavi MAYEENUD-DIN AHMED CHOWDRY asked :

54. (a) Are Government aware that the Hall construct
Uplift Fund at Srimangal is lying-unused ?

(b) If so,
purposes ?

ed out of the Rural
do Government propose to let it out to an individual for business

55. (a) Are Government aware that {
Grave-yard in the Srimangal town of
of the dead bodies of the Muslims. ?

(6) Ifso. do Government
purpose ?

hereis no place left in the Muslim
the South Sylhet Sublivision for the burial

‘Propose to acquire the adjoining lands for the

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR replied :
54. (a)—Government have no information.

(b)—Does not arise.

Maulavi MAYEENUD-DIN AHMED CHOWDRY: Wil the Hon’ble
Minister take it from me that a large amount of money of the Government as wel] _
as of the public was spent on the construction of that Hall.? e £

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL, MATLIB MAZUMDAR:  May be. Sir.
Maulavi MAYEENUD-DIN AHMED CHOWDRY:

- : Why the Hon'ble
Minister did not take any action in the matter, may I know ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR ¢ That is not the
duty of Government.

N

>

*Maulavi ABDUL HATI : Did Government make an

enquiry in the
matter after the Question was received ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL, MATLIB MAZUMDAR: The question
of an enquiry does not arise. ,

*Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Who is the owner of te Hall ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL, MATLIB MAZUMDAR : Notice s
sary for that question, ! .

Nneces-
*Maulavi Dewan ABDUL BASITH: The Rural Uplify F und is Govern-
ment money spent by the Subdivisional Officer who is a Government Agent.

Is it not the duty of the Hon’ble Minister to see that the overnment money is
well spent and, when it is spent, it is looked after ?

The Hon’ble Ma

ulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR
is whether the Hal] is

: - : The question
lying unused and the answer 18s—G

; : overnment have no
mfornéatmn. It does not arise whether Government money is spent or
wasted.

*Speech not corrected.
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*Maulavi ABDUL HAMID:  Will the Hon’ble Minister try to take

; 0 o
information in the matter ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : That will be
taken. 5 ‘

*Baba PURNENDU KISHORE SEN GUPTA: Is not Srimangal a labour

arex and is it not fir the.benefit ol the labourers ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATL1B MAZUMDAR : Enquiry will be
made into that question.

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR replied :
55. (a)—Government have no information.
(b)—Does not arise.

*Manlavi ‘VIUHAMMAD ABUL KAS:IEM The question is whether
Government made any enquiry into the matter after receipt of the Question ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : Certainly infor-

mation was taken.

*Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM: What was the rcsult of the
enquiry ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR: No enquiry has
yet been made ; but if it is wanted by the hon. Member, it will be done. :

*Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM : Isitnot the duty of Gov-

ernment to make an enquiry without notice ?

The Hoa’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIE MAZUMDAR: The Question
does not require that. The Question is: *““‘Are Government aware - that there is
no pl ace lelt in the Muslim Grave-y md in the Srimangal town> and the answer
is “Government have no information” ;

Maulavi MAYEENUD-DIN AHMED CHOWDRY : I want to know from
the Hon’ble Minster whether after receipt of my Question, which was sent four

months back, he tried at all to enquire of the Subdivisional Officer about the
.matter ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : Govemnu.nt
did not consider it necessary.

Maulavi MAYENUDfDIN AHMED CHOWDRY: Is it because the
Hon’ble Minister js a member of the Jamiat-ul-Ulema that he.did not cons1der it
necessary to make an enquiry ?

__ The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR: Government
did not think that the hon. Member would die soon. So, the question does not
arise. (Laughter).

*Maulavi ASDUL HAMID: I must. lnmg to the notice of the Hon’ble
Speqkex that the sort of answer we are receiving is not at all desirabie. We

¥Speech not corrected,
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wanted to know why an enquiry was not made and the answer that has been
given does not show any courtesy to the hon. Members 8f the House.

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR: The Questions
and Answers are there

*Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM : If the Hon’ble® Minister only
says “Yes” and ““No”, why does he occupy the Guddi ?

Construction of roads in the Muikir Hills
Srijut KHORSING TERANG asked :

56. Will Government be pleased to state-—
(a) Whether they have received certain proposals for construction of
roads in the Mikir Hills under the Post- War Development Scheme ?
(b) If so, whether they have decided to take up any of those proposals ?

(¢) The time from which the construction work under the atoresaid
scheme will commence ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :
56. (a)—Yes. '

(6)—Two roads, namely,

()—Mohendijua-Diphu, and

(i1)—Dgboka-Dimapur uia Mohendijua have been recornmended by
Assam Road Communication Board for improvement under the Post-War
Reconstruction Scheme.

(¢)—The work is likely to be taken up in 1947-48.

Protection of crops in Sunamganj subdivision
Babu JATINDRANATH BHADRA asked :

57. (a) Are Govetnment aware that Boro is ‘the main crop of the major
portion of the Sunamganj Subdivision ?

(b Are Government aware that growing of the said crop is being
hampered for want of drainage and bunds ? -

(¢) Are Government aware that the people living round the big Haors in
the said Subdivision have been making earnest requests for erectiag
Bunds with sluice gates generally in the mouths of Khals coming
in or going out from the Haors, which are likely to be the best
protection to their crops under the circumstances ?

(d) Do Government propose to equip the Agricultural Department with
its own Engineers, so that unlike present arrangements, projects
costing a sum of over four thousand rupees may be taken up by
the Department itself and unnecessary delay and difficulties are
avoided ?

*Speech not corrected.
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The Hon’ble Rev. J.J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied:

57. (a)—Ye-.
(b)—VYes. -
(¢)—Representation from five such areas have been received, four of
which have already been enquired into. e :
(d)—Public Works Department has since placed an officer of the Assam
Engineering Service at the disposal of the Agricultural Department.

Babu JATINDRANATH BHADRA : From the answer given to () may
I conclude that henceforth the Agricultural Department itself can take up projects
costing over four thousand rupees.

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Yes.
Reclamation and drainage of Asrakapan and Karaya Haor areas
Maulavi Dewan ABDUL BASITH asked:

58. (¢) Are Government aware that e ery year owing to the flood in the
Manu river, Asrakapan and Karaya Haor areas in ithe Maulvibazar Subdi-
vision are submerged under water and crops are washed away causing great
loss to the cultivators ?

(b) Is it afact that there was a proposal before the Government for
diverting. the Manu river for saving the vast paddy fields there ?

(¢) What steps do Government propose to adopt in the matter,
The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

58. (a)—Yes. ,
()—Thereis a proposal for reclamation and better drainage of the

area. =
(¢)—Government have undertaken the necessary survey for the area,
on completion of which Government will examine and take what measures

are necessary.

Maulavi Dewan ABDUL BASITH: With regard to (¢) may I know from
the Hon’ble Minister what time is likely to be taken for consideration ?

~ The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: I cannot say about that.
It all depends on conditions—weather conditions and possibility of the Survey
Dipartment to complete the survey. I cannot say how much time it will
take. 5

Babu .PURNENDU KISHORE SEN GUPTA : With regard to (b) what
is the definite propOSal ? 4 =

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Reclamation for the sake

of paddy cultivation—to make it fit lor cultivation.

Maulavi Dewan ABDUL BASITH: We know the survey is complete ;

pe haps the Hon’ble Minister is not in the know. What time it will take to

consider the proposal and give effect to it.
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The Hon’ble Rev. J.J.M. NICHOLS-ROY: I do m;t know that the

survey
is complete. The matter will be taken up as soon as possible.

Maulavi Dewan ABDUL BASITH: We have got an evasive reply, Sir.

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY :
the reply:  Government have undertaken the necessary survey for the area, on
completion of which Government will examine and take what measures are
necessary. The survey has been made but not completed.

Let the hon. Member read

Subdivisional Head Clerks of Public Works Department
Maulavi Dewan ABDUL BASTTH asked :

59. Will Government he pleased to'state—

(@) Whether itis fact that a new scale of pay for
Public Works Department  Subdivisional
now been introduced ?

the post of the
Head Clerk has

(6) Whether Government have lately received any representation from
the clerks concerned for the revision of their sc
s0, whether Government propose to consider
thetically ? ' '

ale of pay and if
leir cases sympa-

(¢) Whether there is now any Muslim among the Public Works De-
partment Divisional Head Clerks in any Divisional Office in the
Province and whether there had been any one in the past ?

(4) If hot, whether Government propose to place any efficient

TR and
senior Muslim clerk to the post of Divisional ead Clerk in

any Divisional Office in the Province as a special case ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :
59. (a)—Yes.

(b)—Yes ; when Government revise the scales ?f‘ pay i‘n general, which
is_expected in the not distant future, the ease of the Subdivisional Head Clerks
will also be considered.

(¢)—None at present. There wasonein the past whe |

as retired in
1945,

(d)—Prornnction to the post of Divisional Head Clerk js
existing clerks in each Division according to seniority
treatment to a panticular community in filling up
existing orders of Government. Communal represen
first appointment is made.

made from the
and merit, Preferential
such_posts i against the
tation is obseryed when the

Maulavi Dewan ABDUL BASITH : With regard to (€)," 18" it not 5 'f‘act
that in every Department consideration is given at the time 0I'1M‘6motion ooLs
The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY - I

thing is done. In matters of promotion ng ¢

am not aware if any such
taken.

Ommunal consideration is
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Roads under Rajnagar and Kamalganj Thanas
Maulavi Dewan ABDUL BASITH asked :

60. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) Whether any Roads under Rajnagar and Kama]ganj- thanas bhave
been included in the Post-War Plan ? :

(b) If so, whé.t_a.rc the names of those roads and what priority has
been assigned to each of them ? i

(¢) 1f not, whether Government propose to consider the following

Loocal Board Roads in their immediate Programme under the
Post-War Plan—

(i) Kadamhatta-Panchgaon,

(i7) Maulvibazar-Shamshernagar,

(7iz) Dewandigri-Tarapassa,

(iv) Munshi-Bazar-Kamalganj,

(v) Rajnagar-Indeswar, and

(vi) Kamalganj-Adampur ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replicd :

60. (a)—The Assam Road Communication Board has recommended certain
roads in these thanas to be taken up for improvement. These recommendations
are under consideration of Government.

(h)—The roads recommended and the priorities suggested are—
Road - Priority

1, Fenchuganj-Rajnagar Road upto Maulvibazar-Kulaura
Road. ERa

2. Rajnagar-Indreswar Uttarbhag Road ...

3. Rajnagar-Panchgaon Road ...

4. Maulvibazar-Shamshernagar Road 2za Munshibazar

5. Dewandighi-Kotarkona Road

5]

[JERUR SU Y )

(¢)—The roads mentioned not having been recommended by the Assam
Roads Communication Board will not be cousidered for improvement at
present.

Controllers and Assistant Controllers of Procurement of Paddy and Rice
Maulavi ABDUL HAT asked :

61. Will Government be pleased to state—

(¢) Whether Government advertised for the posts of Clontrollers and
Assistant Controllers of Procurement of P'Eddy :lcr)ld i-{‘(i):cn;)llc‘s %
(b) If not, why not ? I

(¢) What are the names of persons who have I i
: z been 4 ted as
Controllers and Assistant Controllers of Procureml:zn';1 gpom 5
(d) What are their qualifications and place of birth ? ;
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The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE replied :

-61. (a)—No, as it was necessary to fill up the posts of Controllers immediately-

in order to give a start to the scheme. There was no post of Assistant
Controllers, :

(b)——-Does not arise.
(¢)—1. Srijut Dwijendra Nath Das.
2. Srijut Jibeswar Goswami.
3. Lt. Sarveswar Das. y
(d)—All the three hail from Assam Valley. No.1 isa graduate and
was in the employee of Messrs. Steel Brothers and Company for over two years.
No. 2 is an undergraduate and a permanent Upper Division Assistant of the
Secretariat having been in the Civil Movement Plan asa Camp Commandant

for over two years and No. 3 is an undergraduate and is a released officer of
King’s Commission.

* Maulavi ABDUL HAI: May I know from the Government whether at .

the time of giving the appointment, communal representation was taken into
consideration ?

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: The Public Service
Commission selected these persons, so I cannot say whether they considered this
question or not, but the standing instruction whatever that might be is there with
the Public Service Com mission.

Maulavi Dewan ABDUL BASITH : May I know from Government whe-
ther it is not their duty to see that communal representation is strictly adhered
to by the Public Service Commission ?

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : I have already replied
to that, Sir, that whatever may be the instruction for filling up the vacancies it
was there with the Public Service Commission. In this particular case no special
reference was made. The standing instruction is already there.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM : The post was not advertised.
How could the Public Service Commission recommend the persons ?

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: They adsertised for

similar posts in the past. They had a list of demobilised personnel and from that
they selected the names.

* Maulavi ABDUL HAII: Are we to take it that these three are demobilis-
ed persons ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. Member has put a Supplementary
Question without following the answer.

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Let me help my old

Friend—by old I mean that I know him from a long time. I am not meaning his
age,

The Homn’ble the SPEAKER : I cannot allow time of the House to be
wasted :

Maulavi MUJAMMAD ABUL KASHEM: As the appointments have
been made on the recommendation of the Public Service Commission, made on
different occasions, on this particular occasion they might have given due consi-
deration to the communal representation.

*Speech not corrected.

(
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The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER JEE: Communal considera-

tion cannot be given on eaci and every occasion. These were not the only posts
which were recommended by the Public Service Commission. The posts were of
the Controller, the Deputy Director of Procurement, Inspectors, Sub-Inspectors and
the Store-keepers. All these posts were filled up.  Naturally communal question
was.considered. 1 think that when all these posts are taken together, most prob-
ably it will be found that the community to which my hon. Friend belongs has
been over-represented. .

Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM : Does the Hon’ble Minister
mean that he has done injustice to his own community ?

The Hoa’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: In some cases we do.
When the next vacancy arises this question of ratio is taken up.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Order, order, the Unstarred Question No.61,
it is desired, should stand over. So I pass on to the next item, that is, item No.
2. 1 find, there are several Motionst of the same nature. Items No. 2 (1) & (2)
stand in the name of Maulavi Abdul Khaleque Ahmed. Item No. 2 (4) in the
name of Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury, is really, more or less on the same sub-
ject. Therefore, I propose to call upon Maulavi Abdul Khaleque Ahmed to move
his Motion and I expect all the hon. Members will take part in the same
Motion so that separate Motions will not to be necessary be moved. Now, I call
upon the hon. Member Maulavi Abdul Khaleque Ahmed to move his Motion.

Motion Re: Food Situation in the Province

Maulavi ABDUL KHALEQUE AHMED : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move
that this Assembly is of opinion that the present food situation of the Province and
the policy of the Government with regard to supply and distribution of food-stuffs,
cloth, yarn and other daily necessary commodities be taken into consideration.

Sir, at the very outset, let me express my thankfulness to the Hon’ble Minis-
ter, Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee for giving ‘me this opportunity of initiating a
debate in this hon. House on the food situation of the Province. This, Sir, is a
matter of vital importance of the day. Sir, T would request every hon. Member of
this House, to whatever group he belongs, to forget all party politics and join
hands with me in his discussion with an earnest desire of co-operation so that
we may arrive at a Cons'tru'ctivc as well as productive solution of this burning
question of the day. Sir, in aln_lost all the sessions of this Assembly a very lengthy
debate takes place on the food situation of the Province and individual Members
express individual angle of vision in this respect with a view to help the

T 2. (1) Maulavi Abdul Khaleque Ahmed to move :—

““This Assemb!y is of opinion that the present food situation of the Province and the policy of
the Government w&l!] regard to supply ar d distribution of food-stuffs, cloth,yarn and other daily
necessary ¢ unmodities be taken into consideration’’ :

(2) Maulavi Abdul Khaleque Ahmed to move :— -

““The Assam Legislative Assembly is of opinion that the present food situation in the Province

and the gc\’C!'"'ncn' policy to save her from the impending world-wide famine be taken into consi=
deration’ . %

* * *
(4) Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury to move :—
¢“T'his Assembly is of opinion that the food situation in the Province and the policy of Ih?
Government regarding supply and distribution of food-stuffs and cloth bhe taken into consideration.

£l
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Government in future to do away with any defect or mal-practice in ll}(: adrr_nmstra—
tion and also with the hope that the Government will take into consideration the
different views of the hon. Members taking part in the debate and in future pre-
pare a more constructive scheme to improve the conditicn of the Province as well
as to combat all mischievous activities prevailing in this Province. Sir, a similar
discussion was raised on the floor of this hon. House during the last session of. th_C :
Assembly and as many as 30 Members took part in the debate. Sir, to-day, if
will be our first duty to see how far our views expressed during the last session
have been taken into consideration by the Minister-in-charge of Supply and how
far he has been able to improve the food situation of the Province. Sir, duri_ﬂg
the last session, my Friend the Hon’ble Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee, Minister-in-
charge of Supply, in reply to almost all the grievances raised by the hon. Members
m course of the discussion scoured all the blames on the shoulder of the previous
Cabinet of which he was fortunately a Member. He pleaded his inability to
remedy the defects as the mischief was done by the previous Government, but at
the same time he gave us promises of a brighter future, and of a brighter Assam.
Now it is to be judged how far he has been able to fulfil his promises, how far he
has been able to improve the gloomy food situation of the Province and how far he
hfis been able to stamp out corruption, black marketing, bribery and jobbery.
Sir, I thing, it would be better if the Hon’ble the Supply Minister, after my
speech, make a statement of his activities during the last few months so that “the
hon. Members may have the opportunity of being supplied with facts and figures
as to th_e present situation of the Province and then consider and also come  for-
ward with constructive suggestions. '

Now, Sir, there are two aspects of food—food that is produced in our Province
and food that is imported from outside for our consumption. Food that are pro-
ducc'ad In our Province are mainly rice, mustard, potato, etc., and the food that
are imported from outside our Province are Atta, maida, Dal, sugar, salt, etc.

ow I shall take up the food produced in our province, that is, rice, mustard and
potato.  Sir, our Province is known as surplus province as regards paddy and
rice. Though I am not satisfied with any statistics as to call our Province a surplus
one, still I understand, our cultivators produce abundant paddy to feed our people
as well as to feed many of outside. This I say when there is normal production of
Paddy in the Province, when there is no calamity whatsocver, Now, from
2 statement of the Premjer made in the Upper House during the last
Budget Session, T understand, owing to scarcity of food the previous Govern-
ment entered inio ap agreement with the Government of India to export
11):52:_000 tons of rice to the deficit provinces of Madras, Bombay, United
fljo;mceg, Bihar and Bengal, out of which 13,000 tons of aus rice and 40,000 tons
?ro orrirl rice from the Surma Valley and the balance that is 99,000 tons in Sali
accnc—:utn te(;?ﬁsam Valle){. But seeing the bad prospect of aus and b{)m paddy on
e want of_ rain ?he Government of Assam subsequently informed the
iy Hi}ent of India that if _aus and boro paddy are not available owing to insufli-
rem}ifeg Production they might not he ke?pm_g to the commitment. Then the
o c?ta.tecl that on subsequent examination the Government found that the
oot d surplus of g4/ paddy in the Assam Valley was available, Now, Sir, I
like to know from 'the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of Supply—

not only I but a]l the | f the H 1 = i
addy ‘ex orte‘d € hon. Meprers of the House also—the quantity of rice and
s},)e o P to other provinces from the Assam Valley and the Surma Valley
coparale’ly up to July. Did the Government stick to what they subsequently
i’)"fé)r?pd t_he Government of India with regard to the export of boro paddy ?
1d they withhold export of paddy from the Surma Valley as well as the Assam
Valley till the fate of the boro crop was ascertained ? 1 know, Sir, the Govern-
ment of Assam exported paddy to outside province up to July last knowing fully
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well the dangerous food crisis especially in the Surma Valley. Now, Sir, in the
food debate of the !ast Session it was pointed out by many hon. Members that
amon cultivation yielded a very thin harvest and the prospect of the boro crop
was gloomy owing to drought. It was also discussed that the boro crop in the
Sunamganj subdivision, which is considered to be the granary of the deficit areas,
had been totally destroyed by tornado and hailstorm. Then, Sir, leaving aside
tornado and hailstorm-affected areas, the boro crop of the entire boro-growing
arcas in the Surma Valley was very badly damaged by untimely inundation
during harvest time, i.e., Baisakh. As a result, the cultivators of the boro-growing
area could not reap half of the crop. On an average I can confidently say, that
ten annas of the boro crop was lost this year. I submit all these facts to the
hon. Members to consider if there was any surplus boro paddy for export to
other provinces. : : ;

_ Sir, very recently I visited some 44 villages in the boro-growing area of the
Sunamganj subdivision, ‘and out of curiosity I examined and _found to my utter
dismay that almost all the granaries were left vacant. On asking people I came
to learn that those who could produce some quantity of surplus paddy, had sold
the same in black-market for fear of Government seizing their paddy and making
paymeut at the controlled rate, z:.e., at the rate of Rs. 4-8 per maund. I found
many half-starved and many going without food for days together. Sir, the
situation in the affected area is the worst of all. Boro being the only crop and
that being totally destroyed by to.rnadr:) and hailstorms, the people of the
affected area must get their food, i.e., rice, from elsewhere from Baisakh last up
to Baisakh next. The poorer classes of people, both male and female, are eager
to be engaged as labourers, but there are few in the villages to engage them.
The middle-class cultivators have almost completed sale of their immovable
property, and a bit richer class have begun sale of cattle for purchase of their
food. There is land for sale, but nobody comes forward to purchase. The
situation is alarming. Government have, I have heard, sanctioned one lakh of
rupees—20 thousand for gratuitous -relief and ‘80_thousand for loan in the affected’
area—and the amount has alrcady been dlStI‘lhl:ltcd. But the people of many
villages in the affected area have not received anything whatsoever from Govern-
ment. Go.ernment have practically failed to give proper relief to the affected
area. I understand Babu Purnf.:ndu Kishore Sen Gupta, M.L.A. of South Sylhet,
has been placed in charge of relief of the affected area. But_I cannot understand
the effect of his activities, especially in the Dharampassa Police Station. He did
not meet the local four Muslim M.L.As., nor did he inform them to meet at a
meeting. Similar grievances I heard from the two Hindu M.L.As.
Babu Akshay Kumar Das and Babu Jatindra Nath Bhadra.
the Muslim M.L.As., who are the representatives of a major
not taken into confidence and consulted in the matter of
affected people, Can there be any difference of opinion in
Is it the instruction from the Congress High Command ? TIs it tke instructi

. ; 5 Qs 3 : uction
from the Congress Ministry In Assam ? Sir, weaving, handicraft and addy
husking schemes for the affected areas are but a dream ; no usefyl pur ofe will
be served by these schemes except profiteering by some interested p =
Without the co-operation of the local leaders itis impossible for M Iéerso n-
outsider, or any other gentleman to meet the situation of the affe l‘t-dcn;ea;i
The people are in need of food and it is the duty of Government to arrcas e a.fooci
for them by whatever means they think proper. This is the Situatio% of the
boro-growing arca of the Surma Valley, Sir. Then, Sir, the Ilecent flood has
almost destroyed the amon crop of the Cachar district and the Katimoari st
sion of the Sylhet district ; the situation is very acute and Qﬂoomva'I:JcarcitY o
food is felt there and it is apprehended that there will be 5 l'amihc, in wlmost
ali the provinces. The food situation has created a havoc both to the Government

also, wiz.,
I dD_ not know why
qul}lcal party, are
giving relief to the
matters like relief ?
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i i addy are rising higher and higher
3 ag ghedgovernNe;lV; p::rzcsm?;it [;?le t?}rrl(ioz:iz }c’;ur peonle from the ;a.ppé‘lf:(j‘;elnlc;lzél
faa!;?lrine.y Wﬁlc the food situation of the Surma Valley was ’%0‘];% N
o porse our popular Government, with a view S ,a“frﬁmusand acres
immigrants from Assam, destroyed all grown-up crop of Soveld & Seonlal
of'lan%:l in the Assam Valley. Thisis how Goverm_nent will serve 1én£ > ]The
o Sir, I shall take up the procurement policy of the e e
revious éovemmcnt used to make procurement in the Surr?nd 4 (; ll"K’: i
Ey Government and in the Assam Valley by Steel Brolthcrs.- 3 havep e
- Government have cancelled the agency of the said _E'ftccl' Br %tliera\ilivhat Siantiy
the procurement of both valleys in their hands. Sir, L n?l b g
of rice and Paddy have been procured and stocked dunﬁng tlctqs it monthy
and againét that quantity what is the total expenditure ! WLIE; lSSirmI R
expenditure for maintaining the whole staff for this De:partmegid. 2 ’serve By
to say that money spent for maintaining this Depa[trpentl Hon’ble Ministerw
useful purpose for the benefit of the public. In my opmu(lll_l tl&il T
in-charge of procurement is criminally liab'e for :pffn ullgm:; saY:ySir, that
public exchequer by way ofmaintainmg so big af S.la S this Department.
Hon’ble Mr., Mookerjee is fully responsible for the failure o

-

ok ices of paddy and rice
Sir, there was a demand for fixing the minimum pnc:;iof;t opfuilu}; Assembly
and Ho’n’ble Mr. Mookerjee also said during the last fscthc minimum prices of
that it would b-r: the first duty of the oycmnmert to]fxas brices of other com.
paddy and rice considering the cost of production as we lastlhe notified, fixing the
modities and necessaries of life. Accordingly in M?iy d Amon at Rs. 6-4 per
minimum prices of Byrp paddyga e N perimaun .a?i n what calculatiop,
maund. Sir, [ fui] to understand on what basis and o

. t Rs. 4-8 per
Hon’ble My, Mookerjce fixed the minimum price of Buro paddy a per
maund, A

Sir, this fix
Procurement D
meet the cost

; : he failure of tle
i inimum price was responsible ftzt‘ t e

cpztrl?rgex?f th'(}'lr:l]: IIlJr'i(:c:s ﬁl::cd by the Ministry ;\:lf,trcofl_la:e ?)olju%ation

f cultivation. In our locality about 40 I?f‘:;te igarcly enough 1o

have no lang for cultivation, another 30 per cent. cu lrow surplus paddy for

Mmaintain themselves and the remaining 30 per cent.h g Sovinoes)

consumption in the Province as well as for export to other p

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Order, order, I think at tk/iae li]lggfsl f;i‘”:ﬁ‘;
invite the attention of the hon, Mov_cr as well as OfItO:BI‘i: aI;(}":ilows LN
rule in respect of Wme limit in making speeches.

“ Except with the permission of the Speaker no specch UPO?, ta?gfe r?]d:\}:f;nofo{
Moton 2 ghall . anuutes oin duratzo;d ltJﬁ: V{gi%?stér]-din-cha!‘ge lwhe;l
T . . s I\ 5
Mot:qn or Resnlutlon, when moving the same, at o
speaking for the first time may speak for 30 minutes™.

Thes hon.

Mover hag already taken 22 minutes and he has got
8 minutes more,

anothep

s
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Maulavi ABDUL KHALEQUE AHMED: Sir, if this 30 per cent. who
grow surplus paddy become loser by cultivation then certainly they will give up
producing surplus paddy in future and theé result will be a permanent famine
throughout the Province. Hon’ble Mr. Mookerjee has invited such a famine by
fixing the minimum price of buro paddy at Rs. 4-8 per maund. I am surprised,
Sir, that the Hon’ble Minister did not think it necessary to revise this rate even
when the Procurement Department was unable to procure any paddy at that rate.
Sir, the present rate of buro paddy in our locality, before I left for Shillong,
was Rs. 8 to Rs. 10 and in the sister province of Bengal it was Rs. 10 to Rs. 13.
So, Sir, it will be impossible for any organisation to maintain the rate at Rs. 4-8
under these circumstances. As a result of this, smuggling is going on and the
controlling staff is failing to check it. Bribery and corruption have abnormally
increased and I think, Sir, if these state of things are allowed to continue any

- longer the matter will go out of control in future. ‘Therefore, Sir, in order

to save our people from the apprehended famine and food crisis I would suggest
that (1) an Advisory Board with 15 Members of this Hon’ble House be consti-
tuted to look after the critical food situation in the Province, (2) the minimum
prices of paddy and rice be increased in consideration of the prices prevalent in
the neighbouring province of Bengal and also in consideration of the prices of
other commddities of food-stuff , (3) the Procurement and the Supply Department

" be placed in charge of the Hon’ble Premier, (Shouts of ‘Why’ from the

Government Benches) (4) paddy up to a limit of 5 lakh maunds be procured
by Government and stocked at different deficit a.d affected areas for sale at
controlled rate, (5) all export of paddy be withheld until situation is brought
under control, (6) arrangements for supply of buwro paddy seeds be imme-
diately made at the cost of Government, (7) an adesquate sum of Rs. 10
lakhs be sanctioned for agricultural lbans to be given in the deficit and
affected buro-growing areas, 8 another sum of Rs.4 lakhs be sanctioned
for gratuitous relief to be given in the affected areas in Sunamganj subdivision
with a view to maintain the people up to Chailra next and lastly arrangement
for strict supervision be made to check all smuggling of paddy and rice.

Sir, the scarcity of mustard oil is felt everywhere. Attempts should be made
to make use of the mustard seeds produced in our Province. The ban on patatoes
have been re-imposed but the price of potatoes is increasing day by day. The
price during the last week in Bengal was Rs.40 to Rs.45 per maund. A minimum
price may be fixed so that we may get potatoes at a fixed rate. The ban on

potatoes may be withdrawn.

Sir, now I would take up the question of supply of- cloth, and food-stuffs
that are imported from outside the Province for our consumption. Sir, in spite
of our repeated demands the cloth problem could not be solved by Government.
It is understood that a new arrangement for supply of cloth has been made
and for this purpose as many as 5 new syndicates have been created—3 in the
Assam Valley and 2 in the Surma Valley. The very names of the syndicates have
created a terror in the minds of the people of Assam, especially of the Surma
valley. ~Sir, the people of Assam expected drastic changes in all Departments
of Government under the present Congress Government, who claim to be very
popular. But the policy adopted by the present Government in adminis-
tering the‘_Provmce has by this time entirely disappointed the people. In some
respects, Sir, the action of this Government is worse than that of the previous
Government. (VPoices: in some respects.) May I know why the previous
arrangements of supply of cloth through co-operative societies have been discon-
tinued and why 5 new syndmatcs have been created overnight ? May I know,
Sir, who are the proprietors of these agencies and who are connected with
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them ? Is it a fact that some hon. Members of this House including
some Hon’ble Minister of the present Cabinet are interested in these agencies ?
(One voice from Government Bench: No) (Another voice from Opposition:
Surely) Isit not afact that many of these agents were never in this business
line nor ever dealt in cloth ? T request the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of Supply
Department to make a statement on the floor of this House about these matters.

The people of some localities in Sunamganj, Sir, have not yet got their

"quota of cloth of last July and T think it is due to the negligence of the

distributing agents. The defects in distribution of cloth is .that under lh(‘i
present arrangements people have to get their cloth from license holdcrs’
place. Now, in many places the distance from the dealer to the customers
place is very long. In this respect let me point out the difficulties of the
people of Dharampasa Police station under Sunamganj Subdivision. T h_C
people of Circle Nos. 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 20, 21, and 22 have to bring their
cloth from the dealers at Modhyanagar Bazar which is at a distance varying from
8-16 miles from these circles. Sir, this system of distribution be discontinued and
licenses be given to persons o each circle for distribution of cloth.

Sugar is not available even for children. Dal is not found in the market.
Kerosene quota could not be increased. Thus the Hon’ble _Minister-in-charge
of the Supply Department has totally failed to keep the promises he gave during
the last session of the Assembly. Profiteering and black-marketing, bribery and
jobbery and also smuggling of paddy have doubly increased. I urge upon the
popular Government to make their best efforts to bring the situation under
control.

_Sir, the ban on salt has been withdrawn in the sister Province of Bengal.
This may be followed in our Province as well. -

% With these words, Sir, I commend thy Motion to the acceptance of the
ouse,

The Hoa’ble the SPEAKER: Motion moved : ; :

¢ This Assembly is of opinion that the present Topaia ationiy of the
Province and the policy of the Government with regard: to supply_and distribu-
tion of food-stuffs, cloth, yarn and other daily necessary commodities be taken
into consideration’’. - i ;

Maulavi ABDUL BAR] CHAUDHURY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, may I request
the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of the Supply Department through you to take
the carliest opportunity to give his preliminary reply ?

1 .’,Thb Hon’ble the SPEAKER : What does the Hon’ble Minister propose to
do 7

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, T would like to
h(‘(’:ll‘ at least onc or two more hon. Members on the subject. May T get the
opinion of the hon. Leader of the Opposition in this respect ?

*Maulavi ABDUL KHALEQUE AHMED: Sir, during the last session
the Hon’ble Minister wanted to speak after hearing two or three hon.

Members, but he actually spoke when all the hon. Members had spoken
(Laughter).

Maulavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : The attitude of the
Hon’ble Minister of Supply is quite correct. As there are two or three Motions
in this subject, let him speak after hearing two or three hon, Members and

* Speech not corrected.
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after that he should give his preliminary reply. Moreover after learning the
facts when the Hon’ble Minister will give his reply many hon. Members
from ail quarters of the House will resist from speaking at random.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: T have to follow the rules, but as the
matter constituting this Motion is of vital importance to all parties and to
people of the Province, I propose to give the maximum latitude to the hon.
Members for this debate. Of course; it will be proper if the hon. Members
avoid repetition of statements or arguments. Now may I have an idea from the
Leaders ol the Opposition, of the European Group and of the Congress Party
how many hon. Members from fheir parties would like to speak on this subject 2

Mr. W. R. FAULL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, only one Member from our Party
will speak.

Maulavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: About 11 or 12 Members
would like to speak from our party.

The Hon’ble the SPEA'KER: Probably the Hon’ble Minister will require
about an hour to deliver his concluding specch and about three-fourth of an
hour for his preliminary speech.

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MO(.JKERJEE! eSS T may take

about three-fourth of an hour for my preliminary speech.
Maulavi ABUAL MAJID ZIAOSH-SHAMS :  Sir, will it be possible to

continue it till tomorrow if it 1s not finished to day ? . ‘

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER: It all depends. If the hon. Members

speak on the relevant points only and do not indulge in repetition the debates
may be expected to be finished this afternoon at 4 p. m.

Maulavi MAHAMMAD ROUFIQUE: Mr, Speaker Sir, gy
be no exaggeration to say that.the ‘\_vlmlc S‘LIPPIY_DCParthnt T o
with corruption, nepotism and l"avoullrn{sm. The guiding principle of the
Department does not seem to be welfare of the'poor and relief to their
distress. But the Government’s approach to the ksnlupon of the cloth and food
problems appears to be influenced by interests of business men ot the lerpae
of the poor people of Assam.

This Government came into power with a lot of
advertisement and was resp011§1b10 for raising hopes in the
that everything would be allrnghtc(i)ngc lth aszumed the

2 ills the ed from during the da Gl
and all the ills they suffer d 1 s ?{ L ys of the previous Government
would be banished. But they have lailed and miserably faijeq ; !

i he food 1 cloth si . Yy lailed to tackle the
problem with the result that the feod and cloth situation hag deteriorated o an
extent beyond the competence ol this incompetent Government (Vi e e
hear.) The gentlemen occupying the “Treasury Benches now wer O%C(ﬁ s the -
loudrst in condemning the corruption prevailing duripy e re per %p B
ment and were out to root it out lock., stock and bﬂrrgl o pI e,vmus O;ifijm
honestly that you have succeeded in this respect ? [y Thass L n you now . e
SIiE idred times more rampant now s “CIC€ Was corruption R€
it is hundred times ampe w.  (Voices: Hear, i C there was

ity of cloth before, it is much more ar, hear;, If ther
scarcity ol cloth belore, 18 h More now. Food ha; become. rarer. thad
before. The hl‘qh RIkGes of commoditics have becom(‘ a source Of constant

trumpeting and self-
minds of the people
reins of administration

ipritation and hardship to the poorer section of the people
: - :
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People are crying still, crying hoarse for cloth, but they are not getting
unless they can afford to go and buy in the black-market. The Muslims are
the greatest sufferers in this respect. Even during the last Id festival lthey were
unable to get what was their due. The Liaison and Vigilance Committees were
ushered into existence as a panacea for all the ills, but within this short time
these Committees have proved themselves to be mere counterparts of the SUPPl}f
Department in the headquarters and have become a breeding ground‘ f:OI
favouritism and corruption. ~The Government have miserably failcd‘m its
primary-duty to supply to the people essential food-stuffs and cloth and in this
respect the Muslims are the greatest sufferers. The Muslims being back-
ward in trade and commerce the bulk of the trade—the wholesale and retail
shops of controlled commodities — is concentrated into the hands of tIle_Nt:)n'
Muslims. There is always some pretext found to deny to the few existing
Muslim traders license for a wholesaler or retailership.  There is always a
taunt for a Muslim customer in a Hindu shop. Instead of welcoming him
as a customer he is taunted to go to the Muslim League for his supply,
(Voices from the Opposition : Shame, shame) (Voices from the Government
Benches: Downright falsehood) because Muslims are Muslim T.eaguers and
fortune has placed the Government in the hands of the Hindus. The Govern-
ment being absolutely divorced from Muslim opinion there is no \.\:'onder that
there is discrimination against the Muslims and this discrimination indeed has

gone very far and it must stop, otherwise it will only aggravate the existing
strained feelings between Hindus and Muslims.

-

The people were led to believe that once the Congress came into power
the trade and commerce of the Province would come into Assamese hands.
Food and cloth will reach the poorest of the poor in the villages. I remember
to have read one of the speeches of the Hon’ble Premier sometime ago con-
demning the then Gevernment and charging the then Mimstry_with utter incom-
petence to meet the demand of the people. He complained, and bitterly
complained that in villages sugar was not available even for an ailing man,
-Has the position improved in any way while you are now in the Government ?
Go and ask any villager he will say, — no — rather whisper, because he dares not
speak openly ; he will whisper that whatever little sugar was available during
the previous Government has disappeared, thanks to our own Goverr]ment. The
same is the case with the distribution of cloth. People are not getting the mini-
mum requirement for their consumption.

In spite of the maintenance of highly paid staff, it is an open secret  that
cloth meant for consumption by the people of the Province, finds their way
out of the Province to Burma and other places for the benefit of others because
the cloth business has been placed in the hands of a class of people among whom
are people who have always thrived by suckling the blood of the poor, under
whose economic bondage the people of Assam are groaning. The opportunity
that came to the Assamese people of Assam to take to trade and revive their
commercial habit had been totally denied to them. The distribution of trade
facilities in controlled commodities will show that Assam exists not for Assamese
but for a set of outsiders whose influence can casily suppress all patriotic instincts
in the Power that he. Ask any Assamese, any man in (he street—what his
reaction to this, The reply is invariably that Assam for Assamese is well-said, that
the Government is also Assamese is nicely proclaimed, but in fact the envelope
is Assamese, but the contents are Marwaris and outsiders. There is a feeling in
the country that since Hon’ble M. Mookerjee came to assume charge of the
Supply portfolio, Assamese elements in the Qe‘partmenc are being gradually
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climinated, and that accounts for the presence in the Department of Datta, Dam,

Gupta, etc., occupying the key position in the Department. (Laughter.) This is the

Government of Assam run for the benefit of Assamese. I am tempted to usc

the phrase used by the Hon’ble Premier the other day and I say to.my Assamese

Friends sitting opposite ‘What a fall my countrymen’ ! (Laughter.)

( Maulavi M. Idris Ali rose to read his manuscript speech.)

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: May I point out one thing ? It was our
practice to discourage manuscript speeches, previously, (Voices from’ the
Government Benches: Yes, yes), and that was sought to be followed during the
last session. It detracts from the standard of a high level of debate if manu-
script speeches are resorted to. So, I hope hon. Members will not resort to
written speeches as far as possible.

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: Speeches should always be
delivered exfempore as far as possible, and even if written speeches are resorted
to they should be so delivered, that as to appear that they are actually delivered

ex 0re.

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Itis very difficult for many hon. Mem-
bers to make extempore speeches in English, Sir,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. Member may continue.

Maulavi M. IDRIS ALI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I seek your indulgence
to speak a few words on the supply policy of the Government of Assam. We are
passing through a deplorable state of affairs. Since we met in March last
the condition has further worsened. As a matter of fact black marketing and
profiteering is thriving under the so-called popular Congress Raj in Assam. The
public morale has suffered the most. Sense of honour, sense of good government
are becoming things of the past.

The Hon’ble Supply Minister who made such big noise during the last
session of the Assembly is too busy in distributing the contracts to his
supporters and to the supporters of his supporters. He is too busy in creating
new syndicates all cver Assam, so that he may sit tight on the Gaddi. He has
scarcely any time to think of the poor people of Assam: and easily they do not
count anything to him. In such circumstances, it is no wonder, Sir, that the
supply and distribution in the Province shall suffer.

Sir, during the year under review, destiny has not been kind to the people
of Assam. Earlier in the year, greater portion of the Buro area in the Sunamganj
Subdivision was swept away by a terrible tornado, and the prospect of a bumper
Buro crop was ruined. Just before we assembled here in July, a devastating
flood innundated large portionsin both the valleys. - This had a serious adversh
effect on the crop production in the Province. Moreover owing to the
indulgence and slack supervision of the Government the stocksin the surplus
arcas have been drained away to Bengal. The result has been that the
cultivators are finding it difficult to procure two square meals per day

The big diﬂ'eren_c_e bt_:twetn our statutory Government prices ané dhe*mich
higher prices prevailing in the Bengal markets was a direct inducement for
smuggling onlw1d_cr scale._ The Gpvcrnment ought to have revised periodi'
cally such prices 1n the light of circumstances. But this is something they
did not do. \ ‘

Sir, in the rural areas great scarcity of Dal is keenly being felt. We know
that the Government of India curtailed our quota, But- -this ST
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justification’ why it should entirely vanish from the ‘m_ﬂl'l\ct-_ The
mustard oil that is being supplied through the Government agency 1S quite unfit
for human consumption It is suspected to be highly adu'terated and as such it
is affecting the people at large.

The cloth position in the Province is most deplorable. In spitc of the big

words uttered by the Hon’ble Minister during the Budget Session of the -

Assembly, we remain where we were. Even now the people il} the villages are
going half naked. FEven now we are finding it extremely difficult to procure
our Kafan cloth for our dead bodies. But thanks to the Government. Approach

the black market and you find every thing there. Thisis the position we are
living in.

The Hon’ble Minister considers that by ordering the formation of the
Liaison and Vigilence Committecs, he has done all he could. But doss he care
to know how these Committees were constituted and how they are tunctioning ?
In most of the places, these Committees were made on party lines by Government
officers with majority of Congress and Jamiat members. Perhaps it will be news
to some members that where there were no Jamiat some people were made
Jamiat over-night to become members of these Committees. What is worse,

_many black marlfcteers and profiteers have found place in these Commijttees.
Thus these Committees are foredoomed to failure.

In the subdivisions the
the recommendations of th
I would like to draw -
policy of the Bihar Goyer
cutting of which will b
consultation with the Vig
have been handed over {
cards of dead persons
been made over to the
our repeated demands
people of a circle by a

Liaison Committees sit once in cvery month, But
€ members of these Committees are hardly acted upon.
the attention of the Hon’ble Mimstcr-in-charqe to the
nment which has been published in the lle\vsf)aper a
€ available from my colleague Mr. Sen. Without any
ilance Committees and local members, the Ration Cards
0 the dealers to enabling tham to utilise the unclaimed
and who ,left the place long before. This ought to have
Vigilance Committee for proper distribution, in spite of
we have not been able to ensure the supply of cloth to uthe
retailer of that particular circle in order to enable us to
get our allotted quota with iy easy reach. Even now a poor Villager has to
run a long dlstar_lcc to get a yard of cloth allotted to him, Complaint are ab-'

in that even ration cards are being blackinarketed and- this is being d p(im 1_n}g]
the help of the officers, The other day the Hon’ble Minister StatedonL W_lt_,
floor of this House that (. I. sheets have disappeared from the on. lh.b
May I ask the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge who is responsib]e f ma1kctl.
?ﬁsa%i%agﬁrrim'c? ‘;that }fteps is he going to take to stop this? Is it not aOFqctStlflil::

e sional a iti - . 2
e uthorities have combined with the black marketeers i this

Finally, I appeal to the Hon’ble Minister to be true to h

3 : is pro i
take a determined step to stamp out corruptions from the Provincep fession and
With these words, Sir, I resume my seat. ;

Maulavi Dewan TAIMUR RAZA CHAUDHURY :
I) WO}IM llkc(;u Spc_ak a qu words in connection with the foodr-silsupe?kei', Sir,
erV-'ié}gfh anItsaZle;HE with regard to the North Sylhet subdivisiop <Risleli Gibis
IR S definit 3 2L
cloth situation would im €ly expected that after the cessation of ho

tilities, the
mprove and people would not feel so much (; % iy
mattﬁ:soih‘é?ggulghou%h the present Ministry is in office 1brdl:rr:g;1.itliim th_)e(
months, not brin i the public r : an si
CPRlothit TshooTaen g any relief to the p cgarding the acute searcity

mit, Sir, that the position has worsened due to the faulty
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policy pursued by the present Government. This Government superseding the
genuine claims of the bona fide l?usmc§smen,' have given contracts to their party
supporters, who have no experience in business line, and thus created additional
difficulties in procurement of cloth, sugar, flour, mustard oil, etc.

Sir, he Textile Inspectors and Sub-Inspectors and their office staff are work-
ing in their old fashion of taking {llegal gratiﬁcation and they are changing the
licenses very frequently _and putting the public in great hardship, and thus crea-
ting new fields ol exaction.

" The control over the procurement and distribution of textile goods has
always been found to be slack and inefficient. So corruption, profiteering
and blackmarketing have thrived under official patronage. There are persons
who are allowed to make fortune out of the misfortune of others. During the
last Jd ceremony no [/d special quota was allotted for the Muslims in rural
arcas.

Sir, during the last Budget Session of the Assembly the Hon’ble Supply
Minister uttered very high sounding words and promised on the floor of the
House that the present Government would he guided by the public through the
Liaison Committees and Vigilance Committees. But in this connection, Sir, I
must have a deep sigh and say alas ! that in the North Sylhet Subdivision though
the Additional Deputy Commissioner invited some public representatives to form
the Liaison Committees, up till now not a single meeting of such Commitees
has been convencd by the Additional Deputy Commissioner. If the promises
of the present Ministry are going to be carried out in such a defiant manner
by their subordinates, I do not know, Sir, what more miseries and agonies are
in store for the poor public in future,

Kerosene.—T'hough the quota of Kerosene has been increased by 50 per cent.
still the present supply cannot meet the minimum demand of the public. I
most fervently urge upon the Government at least to double the present quantity.

Sugar.—The supply of sugar isless than the war-time supply. Even the
sick and the babies are not getting necessary sugar.  During the last month of
Ramdhan, the rural Muslims did not get any sugar which was very necessary for
them. I draw pointed attention of the Government to increase the supply of
sugar and flour specially for the rural zareas.

The Mustard oil that is being supplied to the Province through the
Government Agency is unfit for human consumption. The experts are of opinion
that it is highly adulterated and greatly injurious to the health of the people.
We do not know, Sir, why we should be compelled to purchase disease with our
own money at the instance of the Government. We regret that the Government
ol the day has taken no step to improve our supply in quality as well as in
quantity. They are at liberty to patronise their own camp followers, but they
cannot be allowed to play with the health of the people of the Provinee. ‘

Sir, before Iltﬂk‘: my seat, I would reiterate and urge upon the Govern-
ment to remove the miserics of the rural public in respect of the supply of

cloth, kerosene, sugar, flour, mustard oil, etc. With these words, Sir
3

I resume my seat. 7

Adjournment
The Assembly was then adjourned for lunch til] 2 p.m,

After lunch
( The hon. the Deputy Speaker occupied the Chair.)

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : s there any hon. Member who wants to speak
on the subject ?  (After some pause). The Hon’ble Minister-in-charge may then
begin his speech.
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The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : - Madam, e
outset, I must thank my hon. Friend, the mover of the Motion and also other th(;
Members who have taken part so far in the debate. There is no denylﬁg the
fact, Madam, that the food problem and the cloth problem are rcg_y and
problems of the day—not only for this Province but for the whole of India
rather they are o : to the
Members, I am softy to say that they have not done fu]l_ justice elthe}" e
Minister in-charge or to the Government. At the same time, I venture ctual
that this was due to the colossal ignorance of the hon. Members of thei) ag e
situation. Madam, I think, itis my duty to place before the hon. Mem S iose
actual facts which are in possession of the Government and then I hope hich
who will take part afterwards will certainly give me concrete suggestions t1\*\'0141 &
will be welcomed by one and all. T can assure the RO Mcmbelﬁ'thatM 1;;],ar%]
-I'have been blamed that in spite of assurances, I did not do anything, arg(‘,u]al"

am not taking them seriously as they said all these forf.soltllée p]a 1
motive or other and they had used those words for the sake o g.?h b?; clo)ns?cier =
4m repeating the assurance that all the constructive suggestloéus wi L e
and those that are not constructive will also be heard. Ma‘ arr;], d by one hon.
into the question of Vaneyism which has alrtzady been preache b

Member that this Department—I mean the Supply Department—is full of
Surma Valley Officers.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : He did not say that. He said
outsiders,

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: 1 speik subject to
correction. The hon. Member is protesting and it might be that I could not
exactly follow the hon, Member, If I am wrong the hon. Member whom I am
meaning will contradict me and correct me. (Voices : You are wrong.) )

Another hon, Member, Madam, you noticed, raised the vexed question of
communalism. T shall not enter into that question also. Communal bickerings
and rancours shoyld not take any place in this debate at least. If really we are
sincere, if we are here to help our people and serve our people—I mean not only
Government benches but also the Oppositions—we have got the common duty
and I believe that duty persuaded the hon. Members to take part in this debate.

Now, M adam, I shall try to meet the points raised by the hon. Members one
by one, and morcover, I shall say something on those points which have not been
raised specifically, Just to assist the hon. Members who will take part afterwards,
I shall take the (uestion of rice and paddy first. Madam, accurate datas for
the production ang consumption of rice in the Province are not ayailable. 1 do not
feel a§hamed to declare this, Tt is really deplorable that we have not got any such
machmer_y by which we can get accurate datas with regard to the production as
well as for the consumption in the Province. In this Connection, it will not be
out of place if I mention that Government are taking steps so that in the near

futu_re S0Mme approximate data may be available. Tgq make it perfect certainly
1t will take tim 'y Steps to have it completed as
early as possible.

€ but we shall take all necessa
As regards th

= 1€ policy of the Government so far ag ri
ed, Madam, it i HrSHVETS " crislive. Thasimiiin safety to
secondly to Ehsure reascnahle price to the cultivators
surplus quantity ngt only on humanitarian ground wh
also on the economic ground ; unlesg we export, the surplus
here ang there will be no one to purchagse and the poor cultivators
always cry for their benefit will really suffer. Madam, it is well
Membersg that this Government—]| mean the Assam Government,

ce and paddy are concern-
the people of the Province,
and thirdly to export the
ich should come first to the

known to hon,

world problems. Now, Madam, while thanking the hon. -
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not the present Ministry but its predecessor—committed to export our surplus to
the extent of 1 52,000 tons from this Province to those Provinces which are really
deficit and where people really need them to save them from starvation and

death.

Madam, we were advised that we should Icok to the interests of the people of
the Province. Now, Madam, I have placed before you all sides of the picture.
The necessity for export is there ac the same time [ have explained that we are
proceeding very cautiously and we are programining our export month by month.

Upto July our total export was to the neighbourhood of 86,000 tons. After
that when the floods—simultaneous floods—in both the valleys appeared we
stopped export altogether. After that when the flood subsided, we visited the
affected areas and we consulted the local people. We gathered information so far
as the Assam Valley was concerned. There was no apprehension of any shortage,
on the other hand I was requested to save the cultivators'because there was stil]
such a huge quantity of surplus paddy and rice that unless they were purchased
from poor cultivators they would lose very heavily. Now, Madam, after getting all
these informations we have again programmed for an export of 7,500 tons for the
month of September. 1 think, it is also known to the hon. Members that unless we
programme at least 3 weeks or a month ahead, we cannot make arrangement for
the transport. So, only yesterday 1 passed orders that another programme should
be prepared for another 7,500 tons to be exported outside the Province beginning
from the 11th of October and ending in 10th of November 1946. Madain, the case
of the Surma Valley was quite different and we are supplying the Subdivisions and

- the District headquarters of that valley with rice and paddy as requisitioned by the
Subdivisional or the District Officers, from the Assam Valley. Even yesterday, I
was told by the Director of Supplies that we should consider very seriously whether
we should send any more rice or paddy to some particular Subdivisions. The
reason for this warning was this that people had stocks in their hands but taking
advantage of the flood situation they had hidden the stocks but as soon as the
Government supply went there, all these hidden stocks began to come out and sale
from the Government stocks was far low than what was expected. Now, Madam,
as it is the duty of the Government to consider that there should not be any one
in the Province who should go without fo.d, it is equally important for
this Government to consider that when other provinces are in great need of rice
and paddy we should not waste anything. That was the idea of the previous
Government also and that is why the previous Government made the commitment
of such huge quantity of rice. Now, Madam, I hope it is quite clear to my hon.
Friends that it is essentially necessary not only for our cultivators but also for our
brethren in other parts of the country who really need them that we should export
our surplus rice and paddy. Not‘hmg 1s going out of the Surma Valley at present.
It is quite evident also by our action that we are exporting to Surma Valley from
the Assam Valley. The question of export from the Surma Valley therefore does
not arise. In summing up this particular point I may again assure the hon.
Members of the House that all possible care to see that we do not exceed the limit
of our exportable surplus is being taken and we shall always be very careful before
we export that we have got sufficient stock in our hand, Unless Nature
completely fails us, there is 1o chance of any apprehension of shortage so far as this
stapple food, I mean, rice and paddy, is concerned. Now, in_ this connection, I
think, it would be better if I mention another point which I missed, namely, that
we have kept reserve stock in varjous areas to meet any emergency in any part of
the Province. Now, as regards the minimum price of paddy, I have been bIan_md
that under what calculation and on which basis I have fixed the minimum price.
My hon. Friends blamed me. T do not mind. They have got their tongue and
they can blame me especially when they are sitting in the Opposition.  But the
fact is this, Madam, that the maximum price has been fixed by the Central
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Government and we cannot go beyond that. Now, the minimum price has been
fixed by my humble self keeping in view the maximum price. When the mlmmulm
price was not in existence I heard the clamour and it was a truth also that the
poor cultivators were compelled to sell paddy even at the _rate of rupees !:Wf)l 01;
even at one rupee eight annas per maund. The fault of this Government is tha
they have fixed the minimum price which means that no one can offer sale gr
purchase at a rate lower than Rs. 5-12-0 for the aman paddy and Rs. 4-8-0 for the
aus and boro paddy. We tried, and we are still trying and_ we shall be gomgl on
trying to persuade the Central Government to raise the maximum price. LIT!I C]chl
we can raise the maximum price there is a limit where the minimum price s 10111

be fixed. While fixing the minimum price we have taken into consideration the
transhipment cost also. But with the present maximum price the minimum price
cannot be raised any more

*Maulavi ABUAL MAJID ZIAOSH SHAMS: May I know, Madam, what
is the maximum price of paddy ?

The Hon’ble Mr, BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: As a matter offact,
Madam, the maximum price is Rs. 6-14-0 at present, but our information is also

that the mill-owners are -purchasing even at the rate of Rs. 7 per maund. For
the exported paddy we cannot charge more than that.

*Maulavi ABUAL MAJID ZIAOSH SHAMS: What has the Central
Government fixed, Sir ? :

_The Hon’ble Mr., BAIDYANATH MOOKER JEE : Rupees 6-14-0 at present.
It was formerly also. Byt we are trying to raise this. During the last confe}"encc
which was held at Delhj last month on the 9th and 10th of August which I
attended and in which T rather  went out of my way in criticising the Central
Government and without, I must admit, the permission of any body I had to say
that so far as other [oodstuffs were concerned, if _Assam did 1ot get her proper
share, in that case Assam would be compelled to stop export of rice. But,
Madam, people who were intelligent enough, understood that that was meaningless
in the sense that we cannot stop export if we want to save our people. We have’no
other alternative but to export. What shall we do with our surplus ? If it is the
desire of the hon. Members that just to punish other people or the Central Goven-
ment, rice and paddy should be purchased by Government and allowed to get

rotten, that is a different thing. But I do not think that any sensible person will
advocate such a proposition,

; Therefore we have got no other alternative than to
export—we may call it on humanitarian grounds, we may call it on the ground of
saving our cultivators, whatever we may call it, we have got to export our surplus.

* Maulavi ABUAL MAJID ZIAOSH SHAMS : What the s maximum price
fixed for rice?

_ The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOO
it is Rs. 11-9 n case of Aman and Rs. 9-4 in case of Buro and Aus. The prices
have been published in the Gazette and I can give accurate figures afterwards.

Now, Madam, formerly so far as Assam Valley is concerned rice and paddy -
were procured through an Agency, I mean the Steel Brothers. From all sections
of the House ther_e was a demand that they should 80, and I am glad to say
that from first of July they are not working as our Agents; Government have
instead taken up dlr_cct_ Procurement. So far as direct pmcurément is concerned,

I should say that it 1S not yet up to our expectation. The difficulties were of

KERJEE : So far as I remember

* Speech not corrected,
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two 'kinds; first, when we stopped the export we could not purchase beY‘{nd the
capacity of our gc_)doWus. Secondly, if we really want to help the poor cultivators
we require sufficient number of purchasing centres which we hav.e not been able
to set up as yet. But we are quite alive to this fact and are trying to open new
centres. Madam, this will take some time; we must see that while helping the
cultivators we do not spend the money of those cultivators as well as of others
by wasting rice and paddy stocks of our godowns. There must therefore be some
outlet. AsI have already explained, Madam, as we stopped export we had to
stop our purchase also for some time, but that was not for long.

Now, Madam, [ shall take up the question of wheat. Due to our unremit-
ting pressure the Central Government was made to realise our difficulty so far as:
wheat and wheat products are concerned. We were not getting our full share,
and even now we are not getting it. But after continued demands for several
months the Central Government have now fixed our monthly quota at 2,000 tons,
in addition and for the last three months we are getting 500 tons extra; that is, we
are getting a total of 2,500 tons, the extra 500 tons being Australian flour, but I
don’t know how long this will continue. Now, there was a demand that some
portion of flour and atta should go to the rural areas. I am glad to inform this
Hon. House that we have taken steps to immediately double the quantiiy which
used to be supplied in the rural areas before; I think effect will be given to this
from the Ist of October next. We have abolished the system of State trading
and agents have been selected for different areas. Now, there is no chance of
losing any money from the Government exchequer. The time has come when
one can coolly think whether it shoul? remain any more with Government or
should be left to the normal trade channel. We thought that time was quite
ripe and there was no more necessity for State trading, because in the past
it was found that Government had to incur heavy losses due to wastage, etc.
I'he greatest difficulty which we experience in getting whole wheat here is that
there is practically no milling facility in the Province. Therefore we are to
depend on Calcutta for milling.

Now, Madam, as regards salt, the prices have been reduced by two pies per
secr, and the question of lifting the control is under the serious consideration of
Government. Government had a huge stock at their disposal, and as it was
public money it is the duty of Government to sce that the stock is distributed
and consumed in time so that Government may not lose heavily on this account.
That is why we are taking some time. There is another factor also. So long
as the Bengal Government, from whose indent we get a portion of our salt, did
not lift the control. we did not consider thatit would be wise on our part to
decontrol salt.

With regard to sugar, our annual requirement of sugar is 10,92,396
maunds a on population basis of 1,20,00,000. Now, what is our quota? Itis
4,45,000 maunds at present. Some of my hon. Friends are under the impression
that it is only due to the negligence of this Government that sugar is not imported
into this Province in huge quantities. This is far from truth, Madam. The quota
has been fixed by the Central Government; we tried to increase the quota last
year and in all fairness .I should say that the quota was increased last year,

though by a small quantity.

g It so happened that due to failure of Sugarcane crop there was a cut
of 13 per cent and consequently the increase which we got last year was

ractically of no avail. But one feature about which I should like to make
mention is that ultimately our quota for last year was not reduced due to the
increase abeut which T have already mentioned. We tried to supply sugar to the
people of the Province at a uniform rate and in this connecting I should like to
tnform the House that we are going to increase the quota of wheat products for
ihe rural areas and that the sugar quota for the rura] areas has already been
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increased. Directions for these have been sent and effect will be given from the
1st October, 1946.

Next comes gur. A quota of 10,000 tons was allotted to this Province, -and

while the permits were about to be issued we got an intimation from the Central
Government to the effect that no quota would be allotted to us. - But as a result
of our hard fight—which we had to carry on for gur—the Central Government
had to grant us 5,000 tons. On receipt of this intimation from the Government
of India we were about to issue permits again when a wire came from the
Central Government increasing our quota up to 8,000 tons. After that what
happened will be really amazing to the hon. Members to. know of it. When we
had issued permits and our permit-holders sent their men to the different p'aces
for importing gur, the exporting Prov_mces sent us telegrams changing the
Now, Madam, you will realise the difficulties of the Government and the poor
traders of this Province who were placed entirely at the mercy of the exporting
Provinces. Once the Central Government give us one quota and a few days after
they change their mind and say that we would not get anything. This was
the situation, Madam, in which this Government was placed. After a great deal
of strenuous fight and correspondence with them the matter was settled and e
were allowed to import 8,000 tons of gur. Origina'ly the price: of the gur yaq
fixed at Rs. 7-8-0 but by the time we issued permits and our permit holders sepg
their men to different places for purchasing gur, the price rose from Rs.7-8.g
Rs. 11-8-0 and we had to tolerate all these. Now, Madam, I would request the
hon. Members to say where was the fault of this Government.

Next comes the question of pulses. Last year we were allotted a quota
of more than 35,000 tons, but due to the vagaries of the exporting Pro\_rmccs 1t wag
not possible to import more than 15,000 tons. This year the bcn}gn Ctgtral
Government have allotted a quota of about 13,000 tons for this Province. From
a quota of more than 35,000 tons the quota was reduced to 13,000 tons. (Pur
Officers were sent to Delhi ; I went to Delhi personally and saw the Ho:_. ble
Member-in-charge, went to the Officers from one room to ;}notllerlang explained
our pitiable condition. I was told by them that the quantity W(fJ‘l;l d be increased,
but up till now nothing has happened. Then, Madam, a Con LFCHLGI was held
at Delhi about which I have already mentioned an.d in which I was also present,
In that Conference T explained the pitiable condition of Assam and [ was assured
that they would consider our case sympathetically and I am glad to say that the
Central Government has kept their promise and we have been allotted another
quota of 2,500 tons. Sympathetic indeed ! (at this stage there were
inlerruptions and laughter from the Opposition Benches). '

Madam, T fail to understand what makes my Friends laugh. I will try to
satisfy all the hon. Members to the best of my ability. Madam, you can take
it from me that T am very serious and sincere when I take my stand here, because
these are questions about which the hon. Members should very carcfully think
over and give their suggestions to Government. The Oppositionists may call me
by names, may desire to hang me either inside ur outside the Chamber, cal
me icflicient or anything as they please, but that will not solve the prob,lemq
Please ‘ask them to try to follow me and if I am not expressive in any Uim“
please enquire of me and I assure you that I shall try my best to satisfy thep isl,
to the best of my ability, e

(A woice from the Opposition—It is simply a bluff.)

. Of course so to a bluffer, Madam, if I am to blufl then what
asking me to seriously consider this point or that point ?

an advantageous position, so I shall give bluffy. certainly not, I am not of that

mettle,  Let my [riends in the opposite monopolise it.  Madam, I should not take

any advantage of the office I hold and mislead the House, That spirit is not in
me.

regions.

Some

is the good of
Because 1 am in
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-facts are not known to my hon. Friends.

- 10 hear the Hon’ble Leader of the Opposition as to what his opinion is.
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Formerly we used to get our supply from Bihar, Ori sa, the United Provinces
and the Central Provinces. Not only our quota has been reduced but we have been
asked to bring our quota from-the far distarft places than the places from where we
used to get our previous quota, namely, Gwalior State, Bahawalpur State, Rajpu-

~ tana, Punjab, Nava, Faridkote, Central Provinces, etc. There are very few traders

in the Province-who had any previous connection with those States and places.
Now the question is why the people should go to Rajputana if he can get their
commodities at Orissa and Bihar for Assam. This adds to our difficulties. These
So I am giving them these facts to show
why it is taking so much time to bring the commodities into the Province. We
issued permits to some of our traders to purchase Dal and they went to the United
Provinces from where a quota was allotted. But the traders did not dare to
purchase as the quality of the Dal there was not suitable. When this fact was
brought to our notice we sent an officer to the United Provinces to help the
traders. A question was raised there why their traders should not export the Dals
to Assam. This meant that they wanted to give us no opportunity to check or
select the quality of Dal meant for Assam. So whatever they suggested we were
asked to accept, but we could not agree to this proposal.” We cannot allow our
traders to import Dal from the United Provinces without inspecting the stuffs
before purchasing the same. s

*Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : Madam, the Hon’ble Minister
has already taken 45 minutes. 2 5d

: * Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Madam, I think the Hon’ble
Minister should take more time on this subject for the benefit of all concerned.

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Madam, I Wou{? llikc
1 nitess

am given opportunity how can I explain the situation ?

*Maulavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Madam, according
to rule the Government gets 30 minutes, but when it was asked by the Hon’ble
Speaker how long the Hon’ble Minister would take he replied that he would
take 45 minutes only, as the subject was very important and as we all looke_d
to him to get more details on this important matter. But if he would not take it
amiss I ﬁmy say that he has now taken very much time in _replying to interrup-
tions which, if he did not listen to, he could have finished his statement by this

time,

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOQEKERJEE: I am thankful to the
Hon’ble Leader of the Opposition. I shall try not to pay any heed to the
unnecessary interruptions of the Opposition Members, but I would earnestly
request the Hon’ble Leader of the Opposition to control his party members.

Due to the postal strike and the threatened railway strikes as well as the
communal riot at different places the movement of our food-stuffs, cloth and other
articles has been greatly hindered. At the time when railwaymen threatened a
strike the railways stopped booking for sometime. Then when that was over the
postal strike began as a result of which documents in this connection could not be
sent. People generally expected that the situation would come to normal in a short
time, but ultimately the strike lasted for a long time. This strike considerably
delayed matters. When that difficulty had been over the riots in Calcutta, Bombay
and Ahmedabad began as a result of which the stocks that were available even in

* Speech not corrected.
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Calcutta could not be moved so speedily as it could have been in the normal time,
because the labourers were not available. These difliculties could not be rem_oyed
by us though we are trying to expedite movement of the necessary commodities.

As-regards gram, Madam, I may explain that only 1,000 tons were allottcd
to us this year. But up till now only 528 tons have been allowed from a
particular place and we have already issued permits for the import. We do not
know what will happen to the balance quota. Last year we got a quota of
2,000 tons, but this year it has been reduced to 1,000 tons. So we are in
correspondence with the Central Government to make a further allotment to us’
and also to let us know what would happen to the rest of the quota region for
which we have not been intimated as yet.

Now, Madam, I would like to come to the question of mustard oil. Last year
the quota was 1,50,000 maunds. but 1his has been increased to 2,70,000 maunds,
*hat is, 7,000 tons from the United Provinces and 3,000 tons from Rajputana.

Now, while dealing on this subject I shall bring before the House the
treatment we recieved from the exporting Provinces. At the time of allotment
of the oil, the price was Rs. 32 per maund but suddenly the price was raised to
Rs. 36 per maund (ex-mill price). Though the United Provnices and the Punjab
raised their price of this article they iin return did not issue any permit to our
traders for exporting. 7

Thcrc_ was a conference and the Central Government had to accept the price
that was dictated by the Unite | Provinces Government and the Punjab Govern-
ment and the price has now been raised to Rs. 45-12-0 per maund. We found
that_ we haye no other alternative but to agree to this price. Our traders are now
getting their supplies and in some places oil has already arrived and we expect
that l:he rest will arrive gradually in other places soon. In this connection I may
niention tl}at 4 or 5 days back it was brought to my notice that there was a
scarcity of mustard oil in Shilling. The arrangement that has been made at
present is tluszﬁ—wc shall bring up"from Gauhati some quantity to meet emergen-
cies hcr?. Eighty tins  arrived day before yesterday and we expect 170 tins
more within a day or two.

S‘hllf(‘)ng was the only place where people were suffering for want of this
essential foodstuff, but we have removed that difficulty. One of my Friends have
suggested that we should fry to procure the seeds which are available in our
Province. Last Govern ment took steps in the matter and it was found that the
mill owners did not care to purchase from the Government stocks. Of course
they have to purchase something when they experienced real difficulties, but some
quantity became rotten, and Government had to suffer loss; the reason was that at
that time they could get mustard seed from outside ; the Mill Owners opined _that
imported mustard seeds yielded more oil than the indigenous seeds. Of course if

they allege like thi , I cannot vouchsafe for it. The previous Government tried
this but they were not successful and they had to incur loss. If it is the desire
of éhlet lzlon. Members that in any case Government sl}ould purchase mustard seeds
?‘\’Illst:’d ‘3:2 21101 rlrzlatter whether the mill owners use them or not or if anything is

(5l should n . T : LT : ;
course we cannof 21(?(()31:’.]():310 for them, certainly that is a diflerent point which of
o aﬁs::ﬁi:cis 21(111}Eet~;|ti{)n, there is no den.yting_the fact that mustard oil which
(ot £ At present is not pure mustard oil.  Other Proy; instead of

zlping us has rathey done definite mischief, speciall Prov; =108 10
A quota of 5,000 e T » Speaialy one Province, siz., Madras.

b gl i s tons of ground nut oil was allotted for this Provi We sent
three_le €grams to let us know from which place we could py mce.’ : d
nut oil.  We were o iven i procure the said grount
traders have alread given any answer.  Alter a month we were told that their

i L .Y €Xported groand-nut oil, just to he] black L I
WHO are mixing this ground-nuf oil for adulterati f S e e SLLTRE
to ﬁl]d out thC impol-f_erg a d x f on 9 m}jstard 01]. "‘Je are try!ng

5 and as soon as information ig available, I will take
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necessary steps. T informed the Deputy Commissioners concerned to seize the
ground-nut oil so imported when it was brought to my notice that it was not a
controlled commaodity. An extraordinary gazettc was published on that very day
controlling the said commodity. Inspite of this we have not been able to gather
full facts as yet'; but I am pursuing it and a day will come when I shall be in a
position to tell the hon Friends how and why Madras Government sent it without
giving us any information through their own traders to some of the traders in this
Province without having any approval from us.

Now, as regards kerosene oil, I was sorry to hear from cne of my hon. Friends
that there has not been any improvement with regard to kerosene oil. This is far
from truth, because so far as the rural population is concerned the quota has been
increased by 50 per cent. Some of my hon. Friends said that 50 per cent. increase
is not sufficient, but it should be made double. Government is seriously thinking
whether we should keep this commodity under control any more and we should
lift the ban. But as there is a danger to it, we are delaying ; I think we have
come to such a position when we can really consider to lift the ban but unless we
do it cautiously, the black-marketeers, profiteers and hoarders may take advantage
of the situation and there mjight be again scarcity of this essential commodity ;
we are not unmindful of this fact. But when we think of the past and also of
the present how some of the traders are trying to cut the throats of their own kith
and kin, we hesitate and ponder. We look thrice before we leap.

As regards corrugated iron sheets, the Central Government decontrolled this
commodity. Some of my hon. Friends were very happy at that time ; they said
that the right thing had been done and they would get according to their require-
ments. But it so happened that the Calcutta traders did not give anything to us.
They hoarded them and those who could afford to give black-market prices were
in a position to get them. This fact was brought to the notice of the Central
Government and I am glad to say that the Central Government has agreed to give
us a quota similar to the previous arrangement. They have fixed a quota for wus
which will cone into this Province as a controlled commodity and they will be
distributed on permit system. :

So far as the permit question is concerned, only yesterday I have given
certain direction. My suggestion is this that the Deputy Commissioners and the
Subdivisional Officers will issue for individuals up to 5 bundles and for institu-
tions, such as, schools and colleges, temples and mosques, 10 bundles, in consulta-
tion whith the Liaison Committees where they exist and in other arecas where the
Liaison Committees do not exist they can issue by themselves. But if the require-
ment is in excess of 5 bundles and 10 bundles in cases of individuals and institu-
tions respectively, in that case they should send their recommendation to the
Government and Government will issue permit directly in such cases.

Now, I shall take up the question of cloth and yarn. These are two
important things which I could not touch as yet. The present monthly quota is
about 5,000 bales. From the 1st of June, the Central Government has reduced
our quota by 10 per cent. and after that deduction the present quota is about
5,000 bales and each bale contains 1,500 yards.

Maulavi ABDUL HAMID : Reduced from when, Sir ?
The Hom’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Ivom the first.of

June last.
It is an all-India question. This has happened because the mill owners
wanted to have the maximum profit. ~ Therefore they have taken recourse to

manufacture some such kind of cloth which will give them more profit. For this
reason the production has been reduced, but we are trying to increase our quota.
1 do not think, however, that there is any chance to get our quota increased
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: that the threatened
. T t may so happen |
: r future. On the other hand, it ma change i stem of
1sltiritll:n: inntc}?e mills may make our p’TSitcioFav?;l()glfﬁr gt‘oc}l;rer%lentr.] t'lll'(lzlesylircvious
d1str1bu}t]‘onbm BO;Dbaye(IJS ur}ll}lfg?fs:sifésya body which used to allot cloth to different
sgsts:i?we?s bSSngwafﬁge Central Textile Commissioner, 18 dealing with all these
ro 2 _ T . et
things in his office : and as it is well known that ’WI}EISCI‘:—]](E‘E“IciﬁCca;itijits'lnl(:
might be due to the inefficiency of some of the nc\\rn(;’nt T clothy This ;"tct
i i in the procuret . s 1d
we are really feeling great d}fﬁculty in - I tal Government and we have been
has been brought to the notice of the Gen S pa Pileass bl
romised that they would look into the matter Very soof. Secs, 1P ’
P : -r from this Province who will go to Bombay
1 shall try to depute specially an officer fro e o T
for a short time to look into this matter. Of_course; Wh : muga :nt otll o e
who is giving us all information and trying his best to help gents  there.

Now, the quota which has already been purchased during the last few months
could not be despatched due to transport difficulty. Moveover due to the postal
strike documents, cheques, etc., could not be sent in time. The present riot in
Bombay is hindering the despatch cand I am afra:Id t.hat unless _thc- problcm at
Bombay is solved, we shall be'in a very difficult situation over which of course we
have got no control. Here also, at Calcutta we have got more than 1,600 bales.
We could have easily brought them up in course of 4 or 5 days and arrangement
was also made for this, but the same difficulty arose, I mean the labour difficulty.
Of course, our procuring agents are trying their level best, and 1 hope, the bales
which are lying at Calcutta will certainly reach the Province in course of 10 days
or so, i ¢., before the Pujas.

. Madam, I was really sorry to note one thing, that is when one of my hgn.
Frieads said that during the Id, people could not get cloth. But our direction
was that just like the previous year the people should be given not only clqth I?ut
also other controlled commodities. Besides, there was another special direction
this time, against stocking of cloth in large quantities. So far as sugar, aifu,
maida are concerned, a man can consume more alta, maida and sugar in a day,
but he cannot consume more cloth in course of a day. So, there was no necessity
for keeping excess stock of cloth by mot issuing cloth at the time of religious
festivals. From our experience we can say that huge stock was kept to meet
emergency during the war period but most of the stock went bad due to h{id
storage and negligence on the part of the officers who were responsible for
storage. Inspite of all this, if any specific case 1s brought to my notice that
there was cloth and it was not distributed to my Muhammadar brethren at the
time of the Td and less quota was given than in the previous year, 1 can assure
the hon. Members that | shall make an enquiry in the matter and shall take
proper measures and T feel it my duty to make a personal enquiry in such cases,

Now, some of my hon. Friends have mentioned that we have changed the
procurement policy. So far as cloth is concerned, it has been done with some
motive. They may say so and they can say anything they like. But the real
thing is this that we tried to give facilities to the traders of the Province as far as
possible keeping in view the effic ency. That was the only motive and we have
not turned out those who were previously in the field, but did not allot to them
the full quota as their past records were not satisfactory and for one party the
present Leader of the Opposition—the then Hon’ble Premicr—had to hLear
many things from the public as he was let down. So, we have allotted to

five diffevent companies—three for the Assam Valley and two for the Surma
Valiey. Another point was rajsed

Maulavi ARBDUL HAMID : Will the Hon’ble

names of the companies ? Minister mention the

—
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The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOQOKER]JEE: Madam, in reply
to a question, the names of these companies have been given. But if the Deputy
Leader of the Oppo-ition is really keen about them, I shall tell him when I speak
next time and in the meantime I shall send for them, -

From [January to Junc standard cloth of 17,54,464 yards have been
imported and non-standard cloth of 20,000 bales—each bale containing 1,500
yards. : :

Now, Madam, we find a perceptible improvement in the cloth situation,
but as I have already stated, there has been a set back due to causes which I
have already mentioned, uz., postal strike, threatened railway strike and riot
in Calcutta, Ahmedahad and Bombay. However, I can assure my hon. Friends
that all that is possible will be done by this Government.

-

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: The Hon’ble Minister has
taken 1 hour 10 minutes.

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANNTH MOOKERJEE : The present position
is that 1,500 bales are in transit from Calcutta and 1,622 bales are awaiting
despatch from Calcutta.

Now, as regards cloth.  On this question 1 will not take any more time of
the hon. Members. Tshall take up the last point, -namely, the yarn. The
present quota is 1,390 bales. Recently we have been given another quota of 50
bales, so it comes to 1,440 bales—each bale weighing 400 pounds. On the whole
the position is satisfactory—so far as procurement is concerned. But so far as
requirement is concerned it is not in the least satisfactory. As I have already
mentioned, that 1 have got 50 bales of yarn extra which may be used for manu-
facturing cloth, and 105 bales of yarn extra for fishing net. T hope this increase
will give a little relief to the fishermen community. , Here also we are trying our
best to increase the quota, but we have not been very much successful. They
have given us something which is very much less in comparison to our
requirement.

Now, there is another point on which I wish hon. Members will give me
suggestions. The last allotment—the eighth allotment—of standard cloth will be
over very soon. Whether we should consider to have more yarn in licu of standard
cloth for the entire quantity or for a portion of it , we should get non-standard
cloth—a time has come when we should seriously consider about this, When I
have got the presence of the hon. Friends here, I shall be delighted to have their
view points. The report is that many weavers from Bengal have come from the
neighbouring subfli\fiSiplls of the Province with improved type of looms and they
have been manufacturing cloth and black-marketing it and  sending it to Bengal.
The report is tha_t even yarn is being sent to Bengal where the price is 3 or 4
times more than in Assam. There is no denying ' the fact that black-marketing
is going on and unless we get full co-operation from the people, especially from
those who are morally responsible for the well-being of the people of the Province
it is very difficult for any Government to make any improvement.,

We have been blamed about the Liaison Committees. T will not take any
more time. I 5[131“ deal with this when I give my final reply. Now, just to
stop smuggling, Government have in some cases introduced » 'Systﬁm y,{’;_ before
one could get next allotment of yarn  he must produce the manufactured cloth
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from the previofxs allotment of the yarn. In some cases we have arranged that

even the produce will be purchased by the Government. But if therc is any other
suggestion in this direction T will welcome it.

Madam, I must thank you, the Leader of the Opposition and my hon.
Friends of the Opposition that they have given me an opportunity of touching
most of the points that I had in mind so far as the general position is concerned.
So far as the distribution question and some allegations are concerned .I shall
deal when T get an opportunity of giving my final reply. Now with this hope
that I shall get constructive suggestions from my hon. Friends, I resume my scat.
I shall meet all the charges made against us at the final stage.

*Maulavi ABDUL HAMID : Madam, if I followed the Hon’ble Minister
rightly, he said that he would deal with cerlain points in his final reply. 1 may
point out to the Hon’ble Minister that final reply is meant for giving reply to the
points that will arise in course of the debate. So he must finish now.

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOQOOKERJEE: I shall make it

relevant. T shall put it in such a way that I will be relevant. IfI am given
another hour I can meet all the points even now.

Maulavi ABUAL MAJID ZJAOSH SHAMS: Madam, I have heard with
attention—I must say with a good deal of patience, what the Hon’ble Minister
has just now said. T muyst say, we have heard him with profit too. Now,
Madam, things which have been urged here to-day, most important of them are
So I must concern myself with those matters only.

Now, the

: question of food and textile products is a question which is bound
up with the q

; uestion of growing or producing them here or procuring ,tl}em
from outside Then there arg other factors, »iz., distribution and then efficient
stafl, and a desire for combating corruption and authorities are to be free from
favouritism, that is to say, bias of party politics and the sordid instinct avarice
in the matter of distribution ; that is, they must not take any illegal gratification
in any shape and so on and so forth and that there should be no cliquism in the
matter of procurement op in- the matter of appointing persons to procure these.
These are some of the factors, Madam, which should guide us. If these are
properly tackled, then I think the production of food and procurement thereof
and of textllt‘-_products and the distribution thereof could be very casily done,
Now, Assam is a surplus Province so far as rice and paddy are concerned ; but
in spite of that, _I think it is not due to any fault of Government that there was
very great scarcity of rice in the Dhulri town, although there is rationing, during
the first week of this month so much so that one Assistant Surgeon himself
told me that one patient who lives in the paying ward of the Dhubrj Hospital
could not get one Poa of rice and fhat not a single rationing shop could give
him rice because it was non-existent. This is due to the inefficiency
Of the ad‘lnlrl_lstratlon. 'Therc must be some _[‘ault_

is mad_e it will be found that in spite of controlled price, the price of rice in the
Dhubri town then _went up to Rs.20 per maund. I think Goalpara district is a
su‘rplus dlétr;::t (voices * o, Sir.) Yes, Goalpara and Kamrup ar}a surplus districts.
Rice was sel ng th.ere in black-markcts at the rate of Rs‘zo per mauud,

*Speech not corrected,

somewhere, If an enquiry -
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I did not myself purchase at that rate but I heard it from my clerk, Shafiuddin
Ahmed. So the thing had come to such a pass. But later on the matter was
brought to the notice of the Deputy Commissioner in the Liaison Committee
which sat perhaps on the 6th. I was not myself present but others brought to
the notice of the Deputy Commissioner and the Deputy Commissioner after that
had improved the situation to a great extent. On the 8th September last the rice
had come to almost all the rationing shops of the town and now is selling at
Rs. 13-2-0 for Atap Bosi rice. I myself purchased it. Now as I was saying, there
must be something unsound. I do not blame the Government But Government

should keep an eye over this thing.

It has been told that we must give constructive suggestions, Coming

_to the constructive suggestion I visualize before me the entire picture of India.

Assam is administratively and politically bound up with the rest of India. It cannot
pursue a policy of isolationism. Her self-interest as well as spirit of reciprocity in the
matter of Dal, sugar and wheat products for which ske depends on other Provinces,
necessitates that she has got to give something from Assam. Also from
humanitarian point of view Assam has to produce more rice and give something
to other Provinces in India and even outside India. Now, the Hon’ble Minister
also said something in that strain also. If that be a fact, it is for consideration
whether Assam has utilized her opportunities to grow more food. It has not. It
has failed to do that. Otherwise, how can we account for the vast tracts of
waste lands and cultivable lands which are still lying uncultivated ? T am reading
from the figures taken from the Administrative Reports of the Government of
Assam. Excluding the account of Goalpara and taking only Darrang, Nowgong,
Sibsagar and North Lakhimpur I can say taking the figures of 1944-45, both of
lands which are settled and of the lands which were cultivated, it gives the figure
of about 14,44,000 and odd acres of land which although settled were not cul-
tivated at all. Besides several lakhs of acres of land still remain unsettled
and uncultivated, although cultivable. Then there are the grazing reserves which
have been unnecessarily created only in paper just to oust the immigrants and
to keep them away. If Assam has to take her role in the most humanitarian
work of growing more food and giving help to the rest of India and keeping
them contended, then she must throw . open these lands and settle
them with persons who can cultivate them. Assam is very backward in
the matter of cultivation of pulses. But if any hon. Member goes to Dhubri,
he will see that the immigrants there are growing almost all the pulses. So give
them the opportunities here in Assam and you will get the much-needed pulses
from them. But then we are following a policy of ‘dog in the manger’. We are
calling ourselves humanitarian but we are shutting the door cruelly agaiost the
people who arc human beings from the neighbouring Province. We are crying
Fai Hind for Akhand Hindustan but we do not allow our Muslim immigrants
to come in Assam apd grow these things here in Assam. So itis really a policy
which is barren, which is unpreductive, which is parochial and abave all which
is communal. So if you accept this constructive suggestion, then throw open
your land. If any person after taking settlement of land is unable to cultivate
it for 2 years then take away the land from him because he has no right to sleep

‘over the land. (voices: Pakistan). Well, Pakistan, or no Pakistan, we are gect-

ting the foretaste of what Akhand Hindusthan will be. Akhand Hindustan will be
a place where yon will try to crush the Muslims, where you will crush immigrants,
where you will do away with the culture of the Muslims and where you will have
e verything to yourself.  We cry in paper, we cry in platform, we send press
n ote that we are part and parcel of India, but we follow a policy which 8 2
n egation of all these. We follow a policy which deprives the Muslims of other
P rovinces {rom getting any land here, a fact which is wersé than the Pegging Act



1112 . MOTIONS [127TH SEP.

of South Afvica. So this is a constructive suggestion. T ask the Ministry to
accept it.

Now, coming to the question of textile products which is very important, the
Hon’ble Minister was just now saying that we issued instruction that before
the Id people should have the same cloth as they gotin the previous Id. Why
the same cloth ?  War has ceased, they should get more and better. But they
cannot get for the simple reason that the quota for the Dhubri subdivision has
been fixed at 350 bales of which 30 bales lor Dhubri town, 13 for Gauripur

- town, some go to Tailor Ascociation and only 225 bales are distribured in the
rural areas the population whereof is about 6 lakhs (A voice: but
these?). The Liaison Committee and the Deputy Commissioner g the Chairman
under your instraction supervise all these. It is your creature. Now, in the Liaison
Committee meeting which took place, say, about 15 days before the last Id, T was
one of the members. Calculation was made that per head for every village per
month was only 4 yard of cloth available. This 3 yard does not mean. cither
Dhoti or Sari, it izicluded everything, i.e., Dhoti, Sari, shirting, all sorts of things
taken together. So it comes to this that one person throughout the whole year
gets 6 yards. It comes to this. Not even one Dhoti or a Sari throughout ~ the

or one Dhoti is

who looks to all

year—it includes everything ; that means not even one full Saree
the lot of one person. If this is the position how can one be satisfied ?
A resolution was adopted in that meeting and that resolution must have been sent
to the authorities here by this time and that was to increase the quota. So, things
must be mended so far as textile products are concerned. I do not blame this
Government so much because the quota is fixed by the Central Gnvc:rnmt:nt,
but the question is what attempts did this Government make since it took office
in February last to increase our quota ? If they have not done anything they
must do so with as much energy, intelligence and earnestness s possible, T
would like to make one suggestion in this conm’cliun._ Of course the Govern-
ment ol Assam envisage the establishment of textile mills in Assam,
should Assam remain dependent on Bombay, Ahmedabad and other parts of
India, Madam ? Therefore Government should encourage private people, Dy
bounty or any other help, to establish mills in Assam. Then, Madam, there
are lots of looms in the Province which are lying idle for want of yarn ang
people cannot bring more looms for the same reason. Ifall the looms are allowed
to function properly our cloth problem can be relieved to  some extent, But for
that yarn 1s necessary and Government must explore _all opportunities for
procurement of yarn. If necessary, yarn can be procured f.rc)m_ other countries,
nz., America, throngh the Central Government. America is the [riend of
British Government and after the war we do not get any supplies from Japan
and England. So, America should be approached (4 voice: Why not Rusua 2y
Russia was our Ally, and there are some Members, who now sit in the
gaddi of the Central Government, who looked for Russia’s Iriendship, There is a
socialistic group inside the Congress also. . :

~ Then, Madam, I should like to make another suggestion about the Vigilance
Committees which are entrusted with the distr'ibution of cloth among the
villages. These Vigilance Committees are not working properly at Jeast in some
places. Instcad of allowing thesé¢ Vigilance Commitiees to clect thefrs own
Presidents and Secretaries, the Presidents and Secretaries are foisted on them.
For suu_Joth }Mon'king of these committees it: is meet and pProper that Government
should issue instructions to all Deputy Conunissioners so that these Vigilance
Comumittees elect their own Presidents and Secretaries ; otherwise there cannot
be smooth work'ing. * I know of a particular case where there is a deadlock
because the President is not liked by the members, but still the Deputy Com-
missioner would not remove him.

With these few words, Madam, - T resume my seat.

How lon g



1946.] MOTIONS 1113

Mr. HARENDRA NATH SARMA : Madam, I take this opportunity t©
speak a few words on a matter which is of relevance to the discussion we are
having to-day. At the outset, however, I would make it amply clear to all con-
cerned that thé idea that will underly my speech is not to censure the Government,
nor to find fault with the Indian Tea Association in any way; at the sam¢ time
my speech should not be taken as an indication of my support to my hon. Frien .
who has moved this Motion. The idea with which I 'would speak is to draw the
attention of the Government to a very important matter which concerns VEry
divectly the interest of the tea estates which I have the honour to representin
this Hon’ble House.

Madam, sometime in 1943, if I reme mber correctly, the Assam Governmen
entered into an arrangement with Messrs. Shaw Wallace and Company of Cal-
cutta for the supply of foodstuffs to the Tea Industry in Assam. Under that
arrangement, if my information be correct, a certain quota was allotted to Messrs-
Shaw Wallace and Company for distribution to the Assam tea gardens including
the tea estates which I represent. Ununder that scheme Messrs. Shaw Wallace an
Company arranged for the distribution of the imported food-stuffs through certaint
channels and the persons who are being employed as their agents under the
scheme are generally the European Managers of European owned gardens. They
are called ‘‘Economic Correspondents”, Generally speaking, these Economic
Correspondents have been doing their dutiss quite eﬂiciently\ to the satisfaction
of the Industry-; they would not make any differentiation between an Indian-
owned and an English-owned garden. But there is one among them to my know-
ledge who deliberately makes that differentiation and certain of his recent activities
have made us recollect the time-old and about-to-be-forgotten treatment mete
out by the then European Managers to the Indian public.

Now, Madam, an incident has occurred very recently of which I have direct
knowledge;-one Mr. Thompson, the Economic Correspondent of the Margherita
Area, has been entrusted with the supply of imported foodstuffs to the gardens
situated within the Margherita Circle of the Assam Branch Indian Tea Assccia-
tion. But I have every reason to helieve, Madam, that sometimes towards the en
of the year 1945 he collected and purchased on his own account some Masur Dal,
and got the same stocked at the godown of his garden Kapeh. But towards the
early part of 1946 the price of Masur. Dal was reduced and he got frightened
because he thought he would not be able to make any profit rather he would
incur a loss on his personal account. Accordingly the Economic Correspondent
insisted upon the Garden Manager of an estate under his circle to accept an
unwanted quantity of Masur Dal even in excess of the garden requirement. The
Manager nevertheless had to accept it because it was already sent to him an
therealter, a week later, he sent his bill calculated at a rate which was much higher
than the market price prevailing on the date of its supply. The Manager in all
fairness and with a view not to infringe the law prohibiting black-market practice
wrote a letter to Mr. Thompson pointing out that there might have been a mis-
take in charging at the rate he did. At this Mr. Thompson got very much
annoyed and replied to the Garden Manager to the effect that he r?oted the objec-
tion 4s to the price and also informed him that the name of his estate had been
Struck_ off from the list; or in other words, Mr. Thompson, although he did not
do so 1n sO many words, practically said :—“Look here, you, Indian Manager,
since you dfutd to write me a letter challenging my price your name is siruck of
from the list and you will get no further supply of foodstufls through me”. The
matter was referred to Messrs. Shaw Wallace and Company who at the first
instance took a very sympathetic view and seemed to find fault with the EconomiC
Gorrespondent, but subsequently sided with the Economic Correspondent and said
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that although they did very much regret and sympathise with the hardship sustain-
ed by the garden concerned they could not, however, do anything in the matter to
renew supply as they had no control over the actions of the Economic Correspon-
dent. :

Now, Madam, I would request the Government to make a thorough enquiry
into the matter because the Indian Planters consider it very much insulting that
only for questioning the price charged in the bill the European Manager should
have treated the Indian Manager in the way he did and also to instruct Messrs.
Shaw Wallace and Company that in future they should appoint such persons as
their Economic Correspondents who would tolerate the Indian Manager’s talking
to them, writing to them and making other releyant enquiries.

With these words, Madam, I resume my seat.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM: Madam, at the outset I
would thank the Hon’ble Minister of Supply for the assurance which he has given
that he will not bluff us as is usual with him,

Madam, to-day I have taken my stand onl
dealing with some local grievances. I am
criticised the Hon’ble Supply Minister for his incompetence, but I must certainly
say that he is notincompetent but very competent in respect of excluding or
driving out Muslim traders from the business. He has succeeded quite well in
this task, because all the Muslim dealers have been removed from the list. I
sent a telegram to him on the 5th May 1946 in order to get some redress from
him and he verbally told me that he would enquire and see to it. But to my
utter surprise I find that nothing has been done at all till this day. Madam, in
the district where 51 per.cent. of the population are Muslims, the Muslim dealers
have been deliberately excluded from business on the plea that the Muslims are not
basic dealears and in the face of all these they are not hesitating to issue new

permits to the Hindus.  This is the attitude of the present Supply Minister and he
does not care for this.

y to discuss some matters specially
also sorry that some of my hon. Friends

Madam, as regards the formation of the Liajson Committee, I want to
bring to the notice of the Hon’ble Minister of Supply the fact that the Deputy
Commissioner, Goalpara, never gives me any opportunity to attend meetings of
the Liaison Committee. The Deputy Commissioner, Goalpara, sends me notice
of the meeting gencrally on the day of holding the meeting and you can realise,
Madam, that it is impossible for me to go to Dhubri from Mankachar — a dis.
tance of nearly 45 miles having no good communication — on the same day in
order to attend the meeting. Again, a meeting of the Liaison Committee was
held and I got the information only at 5 p. M. on the previous day of the meeting
and it was not practicable to attend it. The Deputy Commissioner of Goalpara

has been deliberately avoiding me in the meeting and Ido not know the
reason of his doing so. ;

Then, Madam, as for the formation of the Vigilance Committee I find that the
Supply Secretary has issued a circular to the effect that there will be Liaison
Committees and Vigilance Committees for distribution of controlled commodities
and cloths and yarn. But to my utter surprise and inspite of my repeated prolests

and requests to the Deputy Commissioner of Goalpara the Vigilance Committee
has not yet been formed. On the contrary he is insisting y

i - i on tl ation of
some kinds of Arca Committees, members and office bearerls of wiﬁcliofll;vcl%een
appointed deliberately by him disregarding public opinion,

Madam, I come from a locality where 95 per cent.

: of ilation are
Muslims ; I have come to the Assembly on the Muslim Leagfll;e']]_?ﬁ;ilglq _-:ccuring
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nearly 90 per cent. of the total vote cast in the election and still the Deputy
Commissioner, Goalpara, does not like to have any suggestion from me. He acts
only according to the dictates of the Congress people. If the Deputy Commis-
sioner, Goalpara, is so much favourably disposed towards the Congress people, then
how can the Muslims expect justice from him ? Madam, inspite of our protests,
we find that the Deputy Commissioner of Goalpara is showing all favour to the
Congress people and practically he is carrying on an anti-League campaign in
the matter of distributing controlled commodities, cloths and yarn. It is
very difficult for us to understand whether the Congress people are the Deputy
Commissioner or Mr. G. P. Jarman. If this be the attitude of the Deputy Com-
missioner then it is impossible on the partof. any man of responsibility and
self-respect to represent the Liaison Committee in order to help in the distribution
of controlled commodities and cloths. Morever, Madam, I represent all the
Muslims in the Garo Hills as well astwo thanas of the Dhubri subdivision.

The Hon’ble Minister did not like to include me as member of the Liaison
Committee to look into the interest of the Muslims there although I represented it
to the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of Supply. The population of the Muslims there
were 10,000 in the last census report. The figure comes now to about 15,000.
All these Muslim people have not got their Id quota of cloth on proper basis,
excepting in few localities. So I say this policy of Government is detrimental to
the interests of the Muslim community.

As regards paddy, Madam, I want to bring to the notice of the Hon’ble
Minister that it 1s not sold at the controlled rate in the Dhubri Subdivision. I
think this fact has been stated by Maulavi Abual Majid Ziaosh Shams that there
rice is selling at Rs. 20 per md. Ata meeting of the public under the South
Salmara thana a resolution was passed to the effect that the area was a deficit
one and as such paddy was to be imported there for sale to the public at control-
led rate and copies of the resolution were sent to the Hon’ble the Premier and
the Hon’ble Minisier-in-charge Supply'to see that necessary action.be taken to make
available rice and paddy at the controlled rate. But there was no response from
either of them. They did not take any step to direct their officers concerned
to look to the grievances of the public.

In South Salmara, Damumara, Madarerchar, Katdanga, Manirchar, Hazirh-
at, Barabalu and some other villages have been eroded by the recent flood and the
standing crop has been greatly damaged. People on those areas have been render-
ed homeless. Still, Madam, Government has not paid any heed to this. Not to
speak of giving free clothes and food as a relicf measure they have not been given
the opportunity to buy their daily necessities of life at the controlled rates. The
Hon’ble Minister of course wanted some suggestions from us so that he could
improve the situation. _But to speak fran]_{l_y, a person of such a high communal
feeling can in no way improve the position of supply matters. I, therefore,
suggest that the Hon’ble Premier will kindly see that the interests of all communi-
ties are properly looked into and the Muslims are not neglected. With these few
words, Madam, I conclude my speech.

Mr. E. W. B. KENNY: Madam, may I on behalf of the Tea Industry ask
for more equitable distribution of cloth for labourers employed b e
admit that I do not have a signed and sealed affidavit to speak for m : Indian
associates but I feel certain that they will agree with all T say. T know 3iml too
well that the shortage of cloth is an all Indian shortage and not conﬁnzd to
Assam alone and I also know that those in the Province not em loyed in the
Industry of Tea also have to go short but, we of the Tea Indust;‘p \,3}(1‘_0 r2ceive
our GUR s >0 S b.aSiS and are " thus responsible for distsr(i’butin them,
suspect that We do not receive the yardage per head of population that lgs made
available in towns.
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Figures of yardage per head received and sold in 1945 in Tea districts in the
Assam Valley vary from 1:24 in Golaghat to 10:82 in North Lakhimpur and

averaging for all Circles in the Assam Bengal Indian Tea Association, 4 yards
per head. A Sari or D

hoti of standard length measures 10 yards, so it is obvious
from the figures already given that the expectation of each man or woman receiv-
ing a new body coveri

vering is not less than 2} years. The Estates situated in the
Dibrugarh Subdivision where Tea represents 429, of the population appear to

have been through a very lean period recently as for the six months €nding 20th
June they only received - 69 yards of cloth per head of population. I do nol know :
the exact area in square yards of the fig leaf. But it would appear to me that

these people are becoming Adam and Eveish in their existence .

A point of interest is

, while there is so little cloth for distribution, the Trans-
port Com

panies in the Province have had to put a restriction on the movements
of cloth bales in some areas because Government Agents are slow in taking
delivery and godowns are jammed with bales of cloth for which there is a known
deman

I conclude by saying that although the hon. Mover of this debate appears
aggrieved that his constituents have to walk 10 fo 16 miles to procure cloth, I can
assure him that my labour forces would willingly perform the journey of 10 to 16
miles, if they knew they had the slightest chance of getting cloth at the end of it.

I am extremely sorry to hear from Mr. Sarma that an Indian Planter had
been unfairly treated by one of my

: countrymen. The matter will be looked into.
In the meantime I can assure him that this is an isolated case; the Economic
Correspondent in the Borsola Circl

( ) ¢ of the Assam Bengal Indian Tea Association
is an Indian and a very efficient officer too.

Mr. HARENDRA NATH SARMA: I

; am really thankful to my hon.
F:nﬁld’ Mr. Kenny, that he will make an enquiry in the matter and will set things
right.

Adjournment

The Assembly w

s as then adjourned till 2 ». M., on Friday the 13th September,

SHILLONG

The 9th November 1946 A.K. BARUA,

y Assam.
Secretary, Legislative Assembl



