Proceedings of the First Session of the Second Assam Legislative
Assembly assembled under the provisions of the
Government of India Act, 1935.

The Assembly met in the. Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 11 aa. on
Saturday, the 23rd March, 1946.

PRESENT :

The Hon’ble Mr. Debeswar Sarmah, Speaker, in the Chai th
Hon’ble Ministers and ninety Members. ’ 2 o R

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
STARRED Q'UEST.IONs

{To which oral answers were given)
Pay of Primary School Teachers

Babu PURNENDU KISHOI%E SENbGUPTA asked :

*12. (a) Isit a fact that no cifect has been given to the prom; :
the last Government td fix the minimum salary of Primary scli)mor}mrf'c:éagfs EK
Rs.40 per month ? do G

. (6) If so, what steps do Government propose to take t i
distress of the Primary and other lower-grade School Teachers angl ?11115(:)V1?)i‘e :Eg

Teachers of the Aided and Unaided schools ?
The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI replicd ;

12. (a)—Last Government took measures to ensure a minimum péy of Rs.20

‘to Lower Primary Teachers. ; 3
(6)—The matter is under the consideration of Governmen

Babu PURNENDU KISHORE SEN GUPTA: Do e
that Tthcy cannot attract properly qualified persons in thjs DS};);retmmcm agree
assuring a decent living to the persons? ment without
. +The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: That questic. ;
the consideration of Govcrnrnerg.RF , question is also under

Babu PURNENDU KISH i, SEN GUPTA -

Hon’LIe Prime Minister whether they received rﬁp;‘[‘e?e;] t;:;fa)’ 1; know from the
of the Golaghat Shikhak Sanmilan ? ; ons from the Secretary
tThe Hon’ble Srijut . GOPINATH BARD : - :
various representations from various quarters, LRI Yes, Sir, we received

TBabu PURNENDU KISHORE SEN GUPTA : e i y
is a disparity between-the pay of the Teachers of the I,ow S 1t a fact that there
the Middle Vernacular Schools? er P rmary Schools and

1The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOQ] : Yes. S :
being taken to see that this disparity does not exist, If's Steps are already

TMaulavi ABDUR RASHEED: Are GUVEFHmen't
Primary School Teachers in the North Sylhet Sub-divia'wam that the _LOWCr
11 days for the redress of their grievances? slon - went o strike for

TThe Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLQJ . Yes; Sir; we heard about

itc

—_—
TSpeech not corrected,
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Radio Station for Assam

Srijut SARAT CHANDRA SINHA asked :.

*13. Do Government propose to represent to the proper authorities to set up
a Radio Station for Assam ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M, NICHOLS-ROY replied : o

13.—The probable cost of establishing a Broadcasting Station in Assam
was examined, but in view of the high cost involved (probably considerably over
one lakh of rupees), it was decided not to pursue the matter further.

o
UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
(To which answers were laid on the table)
Managing Committee of the M. M. M. C. Girls® High School,
Karimganj ®
Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA asked :
62. Will Government be pleased to state— -

(a) For how long the present Managing CO.IDIT.Htth of the M. M. M. C,

Girls’ High School, Karimganj, functioning : ! L oy

(b) When did the election of guardians’ represcntatives 2

lace ? ; ]
(e) thY no Committee has yet been formed with those elected
Members ?
The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOT replicd :
62. E;g——Eiﬂce 30th March, 1941.
—{th January, 1945, / : :
(¢)—The Managing Committee has since been reconstitute d-anThI‘Z:r;':’;lls
some delay in obtaining nomination of two members from the Chairmat, -
ganj Municipal Board,
>

Eviction from Professional Grazing Reserves and Government
waste lands

Maulavi ABDUL HAI asked :

63. Will the Hon’hle Revenue Minister be pleased to state— i

(a) Whether it is a fact that the recent out-going Ministry, in 2 _Cablnet
Meeting, passed an order on 2nd February, 1946 regarding  the
eviction of occupiers from the Professional Grazing Reserves and
Government waste lands ?

(b) If so, what was the said order ?

(¢) Whether it has been given effect to ?

(d) If not, why not ?
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The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHT replied :

63. (a)—(d)—Government are not prepared to disclose, on grounds of public
policy, the out-come of discussions in Cabinet which are not translated into action,
as such discussions are confidential.

Library for i}:e Nalbari College
Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked:

64. (a) Will Government be pleased to state whether the Director of Public
Instruction, Assam, has received an application No. 333, dated the 19th Septem-
ber 1945, from the Secretary, Nalbari College seeking a non-recurring grant of
Rs. 2,000 for the purpose of building up a sound Library for the College ?

(b) Are Government aware that this is the only College in the Province
established in a rural area in the midst of villages thickly populated by
cultivators ?

(¢) Do Government propose to grant the money sought for ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI replied :

64. (a)—No application has been received.
(b)—-Nalbari is considered to be an urban area.

(¢)—Does not arise.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Will Government be pleased to
eriquire from the office of the Director of Public Instruction, Assam, as to whether
the application sent by the Secretary, Nalbari College has been received there ?

}Thf)'HDn’b]c Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI = No, Sir. Applications sent
:g ggverglic;g:'of Public Instruction’s office are not alw-ays required to he sent

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Will Gov :
me that as a matter of fact, an application secking R:r;gz)eon} tﬁe 1It;bfrom
of the said College was sent and I have got a copy of that ,‘Nill G?r St ragy
pleas 'd to consider the question of giving the aid souqht"for? oveHne i

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: thn-the hon. Member

says that, we can take it to be true, - : i
sEygthatwe > and all 7T can; sayiis: that the eatter sl

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : My
being situated in a rural area, i , in the midst i i

) ) Le. st of villages thickl lated b
cultivators, do Government Propose to give the necessary grants tt};atpi??il::serics ?Y

The Hon’ble Stijut GOPINATH B . TN
that the matter will be considered,H ARDOLOI: I have already replied, Sir,

question is that this College

Srijut G{\URI KANTA TALUKDAR : My question is that if Government
treat Nalbari as an urban area, will Government be pleased to give it all the
facilities that an urban area deserves? As a matter of fact an application has
been made by the Town Committee for giving due grants for the development
of the Small Town. Will Government ¢ nsider the request sympathetica”Y?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI : That question requires
notice, Sir.
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Rationing of cloths in rural areas
Khan Bahadur Maulavi ABUAL MAJID ZIAOSH-SHAMS asked :

65. Will Government be pleased to state—
" (a) Whether they propose to introduce rationing of cloths in rural areas
of any District in Assam and/specially Goalpara ? :
(&) Ifso, when ? ;

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE replied :

_ 65. (a)—Government do not intend to introduce complete and statutory
rationing in rural areas but instructions have already been issued to introduce a
scheme of equitable distribution in rural areas in all districts closely approximate-
ly to rationing.

(6)—Does not arise. :
Babu PURNENDU KISHORE SEN GUPTA: To whom the instructions
were given, Sir ?
The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: District and Subdivi-
sional Officers, Sir. :
Babu PURNENDU KISHORE .SEN GUPTA: Will Government be
pleased to state the instructions here? .

“The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: 1 shall place a copy of
the instructions on the Library table on Monday, Sir.

Babu_ PURNENDU KISHORE SEN GUPTA: Have Government any
scheme of their own for equitable distribution of cloth in rural areas?

_ The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: There is one scheme.
The present Government is considering whether any improvement can be made
in this matter. :

Babu PURNENDU KISHORE SEN GUPTA: May I know from the
Hon’ble Minister whether instructions have been issued to the Sub-divusm:nal
Officers and all the Local Committees for the equitable distribution of cloth?

The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : One set of instructions is
already in existence, Sir, but other instructions will be issued as soon 2 the
matter is finally decided. As I have already said, it is still under the

c.(znsm!eratlon of Government and this Government is trying to improve the
situation. ; -

Demands For Grants

I

GRANT No. 30

(57.—MISCELLANEOUS)

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI:  On the recommendation of
His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move that a sum not
exceeding Rs. 32,45,700 be granted to defray the charges which will come in
the cour§e.of payment during the year ending on the 31st March, 1947, for
the administration of the head #“57.—Miscellaneous.” .
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Motion moved :
““That a sum not exceeding Rs. 32,45,700 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on ,thc 31st

March, 1947, for the administration of the head °57.—Miscellaneous’.
I find there are as many as {6 Cut Motions ; but'none of the hon. Membeérs

are present. Therefore I put the question.

The question is: %
““That a sum not exceeding Rs. 32,45,700 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on ’Ehc

31st March, 1947, for the administration ot the head ‘57.—Miscellaneous’.
The question was adopted.

t 1. Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY to move:

That the provision of Rs. 11,826 under Grant No. 30, Major head—57.—Miscellaneouss,
Minor head—C.—Donations for Charitab'e purposes (total), at page 146 of the Budget, be
reduced by Rs. 100, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs. 32,45,700 do stand’ reduced -
by Rs. 100.

(To raise a discussion about proper utilisation of the grant.)

T 2. Khan Sahib Maulavi NURUL HOSSAIN KHAN to move:—

That the provision of Rs. 67,290 -under Grant No. 30, Major head—57.—Miscellaneous,
Mino:  head—I—Contributions, Sub-head (b) Grant to local bodies for general purposes,
Detailed head—Grants to Municipal Boards for general purposes, at page 148 of the Budget,
gc Ir{t:duccd by Rs, 100, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs. 32,45,700 do stand reduced
y Rs. 100. - o ‘
. {Tourge upon the Government the immediate necessity of introducing separate electorate
in Municipal Board election.) .

T 3. Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY to move:

That the provision of Rs. 1,77.209 under Grant No. 30, Major head—57..—Mjgc
Minor head—I.—-Gontribun‘ons: Sub-head (b)—Grant to local bodies for gcﬂer:] ﬁglua?e;)us,
Detailed head—Grarts to Local Boards for general purposes, at page 148 of the Bud ci: s‘[:f’
reduced by Rs. 100, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs. 32,45,700 do stand Eedixceg

by Rs. 100. - : -
(To raise a discussion about equitable distribution of this grant.)

+ 4. Maulavi ABDUL BARI- CHAUDHURY to move:

That the provision of Rs.4,15,448 under Grant No. 30, Majo .

Minor hcnd—l;(.wMisc_clla.neo_m and unforeseen charges, Sub-;}lxlcz:.d}ji%i_s7‘_“Mlsccllaneous,

with the control and distribution of cloth and yarn, at page 149 of th-Pgndxture connected

by Rs. 100, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs. 3245 700 ‘:! udget, be reduced

Rs. 100. ST o © stand  reduced by
(To raise a discussion about the control and distribution of CIoihany g

rn in the Province.)

t 5. Maulavi MD. ABUL KASHEM to move: -

That the provision of Rs. 4,15,448 under Grant No. 30 £ :
Minor head—K.—Miscellaneous and unforeseen charges, Sug-hyc{lﬁzlheathT-“MESCcllaneaus
with the control and distribution of cloth and yarn, at page 149 F-“—Expenditure Connecteci
by Rs. 100, ie., the amount of the whole grant of Rs, 32’4;’700 of the Budget, be Fedaaetine

(To raise a discussion on the policy of distribution of cloth iﬂnzlta;;d re)duced by Rs, 100,
arn,

t 6. Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY to moye:

- That the provision of Rs. 34,500 under Grant No. 30, Ma;
Minor hcztd_l(.g;l\qlsccllaneous and unforeseen charges, éub_ﬁigl;lﬂiad——m_-—Miscellaneous,
nection with Hoarding and Profiteering Prevention Ordinance, 1943 ~—Expenditure in con-
Budget, be reduced by Rs. 100, ie., the amount of the who[:: it at page 149 of the
stand reduced by Rs.100. grant of Rs, 32,45,700 do

ise a discussion about iltice
(To raise a discussion about the failure of the Government ty check hoarding and profiteering )
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' GRANT NO. 13.
: (29.—PoLIcE)

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: On the recommendation of
His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move that a sum not
exceeding Rs. 39,42,300 be granted: to defray the charges which will come in the
course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March, 1947, for the admi-
nistration of the head ““29.—Police™. . ;

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved : ,

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 39,42,300 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the - course of payment during the year ending on the 31st
March, 1947, for the administration of the head ¢29. — Police’.”

There are 7 Cut Motions under this Grant and we havea surplus of 50
minutes to be distributed. There are 9 Demands for Grants in the agenda for
to-day. JHHow does the hon. Leader of the Opposition propose to distribute
the time we have got at our disposal ? (After a pause). Perhaps the~ hon.
Leader of the Opposition could not follow me. What I was wanting toknow
is that we nave got 50 minutes to be distributed among 9 Demands for Grants
and I would like to know the views of the Opposition as to how we should
distribute this surplus time available among all these Demands. et

Mr. A. WHITTAKER : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I would suggest that 10 minutes
be allotted to Police, 20 minuies to Medical and 20 minutes to Public Health
Departments. :

pKhannt%ahib Maulavi MUDABBIR I_{USSAIN CI—IJS&U[]‘)H%RI}\;I Mr,
Speaker, Sir, we would suggest that 30 minutes be allotted for the Medical
De : ; :

par;il?e%.on’b]e the SPEAKER : All right. I allot 1]03 mmutest for Police,
10 minutes for Public Health and 30 minutes for Medlc:él 7 el{/)Ial;t.mmll\I-o 75

Under Police. should we take Cut Motion No. 5 or Cu ko b Cut Mot

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: Letus takeup otion
No. 'Is‘i]e Hon’ble: thew SPEAKER :in wou:lq Ca;ln]épon Maulavi Sy d Abdur

: 1 1 na .
Rouf*toﬁ?;fgv?ustvﬁmxggﬁks i{%l?j;g Iri bltfg, Sir, to mo;elfhat tl'k\lfle' Prov[ision
of Rs. 31,59,461 under Grant No. 13, .Major head—29.- 066 E‘t‘gt’"l head
_""'B-—'-D- 1 B ive FO[‘CE, Sub-hcnd—(a) .——DlStrlCt Police a ), at
page 74 losft'I::}(;; Bﬁgggltl,t be reduced by Rs..61, i.e., the amount of the whole grant
of Rs. 39,42,300 do stand reduced by Rs 61 gt e

My object of moving this Cut Motion is to criticise the general policy of the
Government in this Department. Instead of beginning {from the top leF me begin
from the bottom. In the Armed Branch of the Police Department I still find
people mostly of provinces other than outs. In the Un-armed B_ranch' though
we find our own boys, there arestill a large number of outsiders who are
definitely inferior to our boys in intellect. It is now high time when we want 1o
see our own men serving in both the Branches. We are tpld thaf local recruits
cannot be persuaded 1 join the Armed Branch. Well, if that is the case, we
should rather sanction higher scale of pay to the Branch than secing it
manned by outsiders. Itis known to all that our constables have always got
to go to mofussil on foot. This is to a great extent responsible for failures in
detecting and preventing crimes. I would, therefore, like to suggest that every
constable should be provided with a cycle. -

* Speech not corrected.
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I am really proud to see recent rapid promotions in the rank and file. This is
a healthy sign but I cannot but bring it to the.notice of the Government that pro-
moted constables and Assistant Sub-Inspectors very miserably lack in etiquette
and manners. These men suffer from a sense of inferiority complex and they
want to make it up with rude behaviour towards public. This is really regrettable
and I would like to suggest hat their superiors should see their way to teach them
manners and good behaviour - I always find a very funny thing in every thana
— I mean the lilliputian quarters meant for Assistant Sub-Inspectors. These
Assistant Sub-Inspectors tell me that as they are now entrusted with the enquiry
of cases, attaching of lands under Section 145 of the Criminal Procedure Code and
with works in the court office, they also earn Rs. 500 a month and therefore
their wives cannot be expected to be less fat than those of Daroga Babus and the
number of their children cannot be expected to remain below those of Darogas.
I hope, the attention of the Government will be drawn towards thesc inequities.

As for the Sub-Inspectors of Police, I must admit that the rank of the present
day is definitely superior to that of the past atleast in manners and conduct. Bri-
bery, corruption and other vices are however rampant in the rank as they were
before. For the last few years though they have bren losing their championship
to their brethren in the Supply Department, they have systematically maintained
their position as runners-up. With the cessation of hostilities I hope they will
regain their position again. ;

I would like to draw the attention of Government towards some sources
of corruption with a hope that Government will take necessary steps. The
practice of acceptance of bail bonds by the Police Sub-Inspectors is one of
the main sources, The other practice is to arrest an unnecessarily large number
of people in connection with every enquiry, in most cases without an iota of
evidence. It is true that after arrest many people are released on ba l in the mo-
fussil but no man has ever been so released without paying a handsome amount
to the Darogas. Those who cannot afford to pay are brought before the Magis-
trate and in cent. per cent, cases the bail petitions are opposed by the Poljce. A
very large number of persons always rot in /ajat for months together only to be
discharged later on payment of money to the Police. ‘The Police musi Jearn
that it is bail and not detention in /hgjai which should be the rule rather than
exception. Promotions, rewards and good service marks of officers should
depend to a great extent upon the ratio which the number of convicted berson
bears to the number of persons arrested. Persons who rot in the fzal'g: lc)' .
subsequently get discharged should be compensated by the Government, 7 ut

The Police would have been greatly benefited had they had
magazine of their own wherein officials and experienced officialg
contributed articles of interest to the benefit of all. I draw the att
Govenment towards this direction. eI

a monthly
could have
1tion of the

With these words, Sir, I commend my Motion for the acceptanc
e

House. of the

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Cut Motion moved :

““That the provision of Rs. 31,59,461 under Grant N
—29.—Police, Minor, head—B—District Executive Force Sul
trict Police (total), at page 74 of the Budget, be reduced
amount of the whole grant of Rs, 39,42,300 do stand reduc

0. 13, Major head
b-Head —(&)-— Dis-
by Rs. 61, i. e., the
ed by Rs. 61.”
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Maulavi ABDUL BARI ' CHAUDHURY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, there are
two specific Cut Motionst standing in my name, but, Sir, asthe Cut Motion -
which is under discussion relates to the policy of the Government in the
Police Department, I may be allowed to ventilate my grievances on those two

oints.

2 At the very outset, I must say that the Police Administration in this country
remains what it was during the pre-Reform days. The mentality or attitude
of the Police towards the public has not yet been changed. They consider
themselves  still to be our masters and not our servants. Sir, their dealings
with the public has always been rude and okjectionable. A vast sum: of moncy
is being annually spent under this head and we are maintaining a very big
Department, but the hon. Members will bear me out when I say that they
have proved utterly inefficient in the detection of crimes. I think, steps should
be taken so that the Police may discharge their duties with honesty and with
good conscience.

As regards corruption that is prevalent-in the Police Department, I need not
repeat what hasoften been repeated on the floor of the House. During the
last few years when the Supply Department came into being, that Department
has outshown the corruption that js to be found in the Police Department
but, nevertheless our attention should not wholly be diverted to the Supply
Department and steps should be taken to rid the Police force of this vice.

By Cut Motion No. 1, I wanted to raise a specific subject. My intention was
to raise a discussion about placing of armed guards on the requisition of
private individuals without proper check on_ them. Only the other day, we
had a discussion on the unfortunate incident at the Paswa beel. And you rightly
ruled that as the matter was sub judice no discussion could take place. I
maintair, Sir, that a great question of principle is involved there. The
Government should decide once for all whether armed constables without proper
check—without a first class Magistrate who could issue orders of firing in an emer-
gency—should be alloewed to private individuals. My submission is that the armed
constables should be used as sparingly as possible. With these words, I support
the Motion that has been moved by my hon. Friend Maulavi Syed Abdu- Rouf.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM : Sir, Chaukidars and Collecting
Members are getting very small remuneration. Chaukidars do the work of
Police officers in the villages. They are to guard at night. With the amount of
Rs. 6 that they are getting, itis not expected that they should work properly.
Government should make some provision for them so that they may work
properly on the expectation of getting higher remuneration.

As regards Collecting Members they get about Rs. 100 on average as
commission. They engage some workers on payment or some one from their
own family to collect the amount, generally at a cost higher than what
they get as commission. I consider that some sort of relief should be given
to these Collecting Members.

+ Maulavi Abdul Bari Choudhury to move : :
That the provisions of Rs. 50,419 under Grant No. 13, Major head—29.—Police, Minor head
A.—Superintendence, Sub-head—2.—Pay of Fstablishment (total), at page 72 of the Budget, be
reduced by Rs. 100, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs. 39, 42, 300 do stand reduced by
Rs. 100. 2
(To raise a dicussion about placing of armed guards at the requisition of private individuals
without proper check on them.)
2. Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY to move: ; 1 ;i
That the provision of Rs,50,419 under Drant Nq.lS, Major head —29.—Police, Minor head—
A.—Superintendence, Sub-head—2.—Pay of Estabishment (total), at page 72 of the Budget,
_be reduced by Rs.100, iie., the amount of - the whole grant of Rs.39,42,300 do stand reduced dy

Rs.100, ) _ . -
To raise a discussion about the heavy expenditure without corresponding gain and unsympa-

thetic attitude of the Police towards the public and failure to detect crimes.)
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With these words, I support the Motion moved by my hon. Friend
Maulavi Syed Abdur Rouf. I also want to point out that the Goalpara District is
under-represented in the Police Service. For the last ten or twelve years we have
not seen either Hindus or Muslimis being recruited for the Police Sub-Inspector-
ship. Government should give special consideration to that District because that
is the most . backward District in the Province. With these words, I conclude
and support the Motion moved by my hon. Friend Maulavi Syed Abdur Rouf.

. Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Speaking generally on the Motion
moved by the Hon’ble Ministers, I would like to commend one question to his
serious consideration. (Voices—It is difficult to hear, Sir.)

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. Member will please come to the

.microphone.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Speaking generally on the Demand,
I would like to say that T shall not be a moment too soon to ask for the with-
drawal of Railforce from the Surma Valley. I do not know what is the condi-
tion in the Assam Valley. It has become a veritable nuisance to the public
now-a-days. Taking advantage of rifles in their hands, these people overawe the
travelling public - and extort money from them. Several cases have alreadv been
started against the members of the Railforce. Very often the travelling public find
it very inconvenient specially during night to travel close to the railway line.
So, Sir, I do not think there is any necessity for maintaining the Railforce after
the war is over.

Tl}c Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: Mr. Speaker, Sit, I really
appreciate the views that have been expressed in connection with this Cut
Motion by the hon. Members who have spoken on it. Sir, the Motion has been
moved with a view to discussing the policy underlying the Department of Police.
Now, Sir, the present policy that has come down to the present Government, was
shaped, I should say, from time to time from since the time the British administra-
tion was established in this country. This policy certainly requires to be examined
at the present day in the light of the public opinion that is expressed against
1it. And I may straightaway tell the hon. Members that the one policy which
the present Government will pursue is to make the Police efficient in all possible
Tespects. In going to do that the points that have emerged {rom the discussion
Started by the hon. Members would certainly be taken into consideration.

Now Sir, the Police in India, of course, have not a very happy tradition
behind them. Charges of corruption, insolence, over-zealousness and even
OPpressive acts are the usual charges that are brought against the Police ; and no
political organisation in India has got more knowledge and experience of* police
acts of over-zcalousness and police oppression than the Congress. I should not
dilate_ the reasons for which the Congress Organisation claims such knowledge and
cXperience, and belonging.as I do to that great Organisation I can assure the

ﬂguse that that knowledge and experience will be utilised to the full in order to
€liect an improvement in the policy in the Police Department.
e Sir, the Police constitute the only agency of the Government for the detection
. .crimes, for prevention of crimes and for maintenance of public tranquility, and,
L s being so, certainly the Police should be so organised as to keep them at the
ighest level of efficiency. - Now, Sir, so far as this Province is concerned, to orga-

- Iuse the Police in the best way suiting the condiiions of the Province and satisfying

Its requirements has been a problem fora long time and I find that the
late  Government also took up this matter and they appointed a Special
Officer to prepare schemes for the purpose. The schemes have been prepared and
of course, Sir, we shali examine these schemes and shall see in what way the
Pohcp should be organised in order to make the Police an ideal organiéation in the
Province, And again I say, Sir, thatin that connection the partﬁ:ular points that
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have been urged by the hon. Members who have taken part in the debate will
certainly receive proper attention in the hands of the Government. I shall,
however, only deal with some of the points that have been stressed. :

Maulavi Syed Abdur Rouf has urged that the recruitment to the Armed
Branch should no longer be from people living outside the Province. I shall
cert_alnly consider this point and see How far that would be possible. There are
various factors that will have to be taken into consideration in this matter, keeping
always in view the principle that the right type of men should be recruited for the
Armed Branch and if really it will be possible to recruit right type of men in the
Province, there would be no reason to rely upon any outside source for the purpose.

Then he has said, Sir, that bicycles should be provided to the Police people.
That is certainly a thing which deserves consideration. The one thing to be done
for expeditious action on the part of the Police officers and men is to arrange for
their easy mobility and with that object in view, Government will certainly
consider whether that can be done. (Hear, hear.)

~The old charges of bribery and corruption which are usually levelled against
the Police have also been stressed, and, I have generally said, Sir,” that Govern-
ment will consider how the Police can be made henceforward immune from
these charges and make them things of the past.

With regard to other matters, for instance, that the Police should be warned
for taking any undue adva ntage [rom anybody or quarters on account of the
powers given to them, they will certainly come under examination. I_’olic'c officers
and men are never to be placed in such positions of advantage as will give _them
opportunities to make illegal gains which, it would always be thé policy of
Government to ruthlessly put down.

Of the other points that have been urged by my hon. Friend Maulavi
Abdul Bari Chaudhury, the one pointon which he has spoken at length is
about the employment of Armed Guards and he said that that should not be done
without placing a First Class Magistrate to guide them in the duties for which they

are deputed. Now, Sir, when an Armed Guard is posted for the purpose of disper-

sing an unlawfi] assernbly, generally, a First Class Magistrate accompanics them
; !

and it is on the orders of the First Class Magistrate—if the F‘irst Class Magistrate
thinks that it is necessary to take recourse to firing—firing 1sataken recourse to.
But under section 13 of the Police Act a private individual can ask'for help from
Government for the purpose of protecting his life and property and he can ask for
detaining the Armed Guard for a period of time even for a month and in that case
it is not always possible to depute a Magistrate with them. Now the one course,
he advocated, the Arfned Force to follow is'to employ the minimum force when
an occasion arises for the purpose of using their rifles. I may submit, Sir, it should
always be the policy of Government to see that the Armed Branch of the Police
do not lightheartedly take recourse to firing. Oceasions for taking recourse to firing
should be as rare as possible. Generally they should be reluctant to adopt such a
step and it is only when a situation arises in which they find that they cannot pro-
tect their own person or protect the property, it is only then they can take recourse
to firing. The basic doctrine that the Armed Police should follow is ‘‘minimum
force” in situations like these and that they are not to take recourse to firing when
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that is not absolutely necessary, From the Motion Tthat was tabled by hon.
Khan Bahadur Maulavi Abual Majid Ziaosh Shams—No. 4, it appears from the
note he appended to the Motion that when itis absolutely needed firing can be
taken recourse to. So, when a Police Guard is deputed for the purpose of protec-
tion of person and property there may be such a situation when there is no cther
course open to them to save themselves or others than to resort to firing. My
hon.Friend referred to the case of firing which took place in a part of Sunamganj
Subdivision, and with regard to the Adjournment Moticn on that incident I said
the other day that the Police version was that there had been such a situation in
which firing was absolutely necessary. But I assure the House that that matter will
be enquired into thoroughly and if it is found that there was 1o necessity to take
recourse to firing then certainly the men responsible will be punished.

Then with regard to the point that has been urged by my hon. Friend
Maulavi Muhammad Abul Kashem about the amelioration of the lot

chowkidars, Sir, I fully sympathise with the chowkid
adequately paid, and Government realise that the present system under which
they are paid is not at all satisfactory. It is only in three Districts of the Province,
viz., Goalpara, Sylhet and Cachar, that this system is in vogue, and the efficiency
of this system would certainly depend upon the right type of men who would be
appointed as chowkidars and panchayats. It has been my personal £xperience, Sir,
that generally right type of men is not employed and they are not available too
at Rs. 3 to Rs. 6 a month. But, Sir, they really form the raral police and their
case certainly deserves consideration. Government will see what can be done to
improve the lot of these people who render very valuable services to the State.

of the village
ars. I feel that they are not

Now, Sir, whatever reforms Government may undertake to improve the
efficiency of the Police, certainly they will not go in for expenditure which will not
be justified by the steps they would take.” Now, Sir, reforms may be quantitative
and qualitative, and the present Government stand more for effective qualitative
reforms than for quantitative reforms and to attain that object it would be
necessary, perhaps to have a Police Training School. The hon. Members know
that this Province once had a Training School, but that was abolished . Now, for
training of our Police officers we send them to Sarda in Bengal, and the Govern-
ment are considering whether it would be feasible to start a Training Schocl for
the Province. A scheme has been prepared, which will be examined and if funds
permit a Training School may be established in this Province. T have already said,
Sir, that Government would certainly not go in for any expenditure which will not
be approved by this House. Expenditure on this Department is not generally
viewed with any favour in view of the fact that there are other nation-building
Departments which claim priority on the ground that they merit greater expendi-
ture, hut if it becomes absolutely necessary that expenditure should be incurred for

the purpose of reforming the Police Department, I hope the House wijll give their
approval.

I think, Sir, that all that I have said will satisfy the hen, Metibers dand
they would appreciate that the Government would sincerely try to remove all the
grievances that have been voiced fortl} by so many héon. Members. At the very
outset I said that I appreciated the views that had been expressed by them, and

1 Khan Bahadur Maulavi ABUAL MA]JID ZIAOSH SHAMS. to move : —

That the provision of Rs. 23,92,512 under Grant No. 13, Major head—29,—police, Minor
head—B.-—District Executive Force, Sub-head— (a).—District l’o]icc—f(z)_‘pay of Bstablish-
ment—(i).—Police Force (total), at page 72 of the Budget, be reduced by R 10005 s e it
of the whole grant of Rs. 39,42,300 do stand reduced by Rs. 100, i

t (To criticise the Government and theéir responsible officers on  theiy failure to issue proper
inst ructions against firing by the police upon the people unless absolutely needed which lead to
unfortunate casualities, ) - :
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therefore I would request the hon. Mover of this Cut Motion to kindly withdraw
his Motion, y

* The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Does the hon, Mover press his Motion ?

Mavlavi SYED ABDUR ROUF: No, Sir. I beg leave of the House to
withdraw my Motion.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Has the hon. Member the leave of the House
to withdraw his Motion-? :

The Motion \was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.
- The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is :

“That asum  not exceeding Rs. 39,42,300 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st
March, 1947, for the administration of the head ‘29—Police*.”

The question was adopted.

GRANT No. 19.
(39.—PunLic HeALTH)

The Hon’ble Srijut RAM NATH DAS: On the recommendation of His
Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move that a sum not exceeding
Rs. 18,62,100 be granted to delray the charges which will come in the course of
Payment dUring the year ending on the 31st March, 1947, for the administration
of the head <39 Public Health”. !

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :

“That a sum not exceeding- Rs. 18,62,100 be granted to d_ef'ray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st
March, 1947, for the administration of the head ‘39.—Public Health’.”

Thereare 120 'Gut  Motions under this Demand, two heing tabled by hon.
Dr. Terrell, but the Subject-matter of both the Cut Motions is the same. I find
that he has proposed a cut of Rs. 100. In this connection I will repeat that in cen-
sure Motions a token cut of Re. 1 should be sought, but when an economic cut is
proposed the amount that is sought to be reduced should be placed. Henceforward
I propose to give preference to those who table Motions in the way I indicated,

i. e., for censure Motions a token cut of Re. 1 should he proposed and for economic

cuts the amount sought to be reduced should be given. Of course, hon. Mem-

bers may table Cut Motions with reduction of R, 100, but I will see that they do
not get PTCfCTf-‘n‘CC- Those hon. Members will be called upon to move their
Motions after Cut Motions of Re.1 have heen disposed of. Now, -hereunder I find
that Cut Motion No. 10 standing in the name of Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury
wants to raise a discussion about the Public Health policy of Government,
Maulavi ABDUL BART ‘CHAUDHURY : Sir, I desire that the Cut Motion
No.11 standing in the name of Maulavi Dewan Abdul Basith should be moved.
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Very well.

Maulavi Dewan ABDUL BASITH: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move
that the total provision of Rs. 18,62,100 under Grant No. 19, Major head—39.—
Public Health, at page 104 of the Budget, be ruduced by Rs. 100, i. e., the amount
of the whole grant of Rs. 18,62,100 do stand reduced by Rs. 100. .

The object of my moving the Cut Motion is to raise a discussion about Ehe
Public Health Policy of the Government. Sir, so far as my knowledge
goes, in the beginning no care was shown to this Department, Though
a scparate Department of Public Health was created, no sufﬁmen} fund
was provided to make it useful. I am told thatin the last Budget Session,
i. e, in the Budget Session of 1944-45, a scheme was placed before this
Hon’ble House. I think the then hon. Members supported the Motion in anticipa-
tion that the attitude of the Government to this Department would be changed and
more fund would be provided. But unfortunately we find from records that the
attitude of the Government reniained almost the same. In the Budget estimates of
1946-47, a sum of Rs. 18,62,100 has been -provided whereas the actuals for
1944-45 was Rs. 17,70,595; the slight variation in the figure is due to the scale of
pay and dearness allowance of the officers. Sir, I think, it is essential to give more -
attention to. protective measures than to curative measures and from that stand
point the Public Health Department is to be considered as one of the most
lme;!' ant Departments of Government. To make a better Assam, we should .
provi

€ more money and should have a scheme before us for improving the
Department of Public Health. Sir, for the consideration of Government I would
like to put forward certain

suggestions for the improvement of this Department.

understand that as a result of the new scheme, Public Health doctors have been

Posted in different sub-divisions, as Sub-divisional Medical Officers of Health. T_hey
are Sub-Assistant Surgeons without Public Health Degrees. I suggest that medical

graduates with Public Health qualification should be placed in charge of the sub-
Visions as Public Health Officers. They should be provided with quarters
and regular offices. And in charge of each thana there should be an Assistant
Health Officer who should be a Sub-Assistant Surgeon with experience of Public
Health Department. He should be given sufficient staff and each thana should
be divided inteo some circles and one rural Inspector of Health should be put in
charge of a circle, When selecting Rural Inspectors preference should be given to-
Public spirited matriculates and before they take charge they should undergo a
training to make them fit for collecting vital statistics. I think it will be more
useful if we get qualified compounders for such works. In that case they will be

able to manage the work of inoculation and vaccination. For training of this
Ru public health institutes. I

ral Health Inspectors there should be regular
s g8est that immediate steps be taken to establish public health institutes one at
d the other at Dibrugarh. Sir, I have been told by the officers of the

Sylhet an
calth Department in reply to my queries as to the causes of unsuccess-

Public

ful Vaccination, that the system now prevalent in Assam for keeping vaccine and
STTUML IS responsible for this unsuccessful cases.
should be made at

Sylhet ang Dibrugarh.
also serve (he purpose of
- better Co-ordination and

1 thin_k, Sir, some arrangements
least for cold storage for keeping vaccine and serum in

I further suggest that the public health institutes” should
manufacturing vaccine and serum. For the purpose of
: effective work I suggest that Public Health Advisory Com-
mittees should be set up in each sub-division with the Sub-divisional Medical

flicer, the Chairmen, Local Board and Municipal Board, the Sub-divisional

flicer, the Deputy Inspector of Schools, Members of the Legislative Assembly and
the Legislative Council and some nominated members who are to be selected by
Government. . This Committee will provide facilities to the Public Health Depart-
ment to come in touch with real problems and get help of other Departments of
Government,



354 DEMANDS FOR GRANTS [23rD MAR.

In fairness, Sir, I think, this Department should be given preference in pre-
paring the list of our Post-War plans. If it is not given the first place, it should
be given the second. But in my opinion it should get the first place in the list
and the Free Primary Education scheme the second.

With these words, Sir, I commend my Motion for the acceptance of the
House. '

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Cut Motion moved :

““That the total provision of Rs. 18,62,100 under Grant No. 19, Major head—
39.—Public Health, at page 104 of the Budget, be redueed by Rs. 100, i.e., the
amount of the whole grant of Rs. 18,62,100 do stand reduced by Rs. 100.”

Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM : Mr, Speaker, Sir, I rise to
draw the attention of Government to the fact that the Sub-Assistant Surgeon posted
at Tura in charge of the Public Health Kalz-azar Dispensary is not getting the hill
allowance. The Minister-in-charge of Public Health being also the Minister of
Medical Department will realise that there is some differentiation among the doctors
of both Medical and Public Health Departments in respect of hill allowance. I hope
the Hon’ble Minister will kindly see that this grievance of the Sub-Assistant Surgeon
in charge of Kala-azar Hospital at Tura is removed and justice done to hif® by
granting hill allowance. I may also draw the attention of Government to another
point. When patients go to Fulbari and Kalaichar Dispensaries they are to bujld
. houses for their own accommodation and mostly under insanitary condition. When

they are admitted as patients they should be given all facilities for better diet and
better accommodation as well. I therefore urge upon Government to see their wa
to make provision for the accommodation of the patients of Fulbari and Kalaich

ar
Dispensaries in Garo Hills.

With these words, Sir, I support the Motion moved by my Friend Maulavi
Dewan Abdul Basith

Dr. C G. TERRELL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I want to bring to the notice of

Government a fey aspects of the medical and public health problems which ¢éall
for early consideration,

The value of

va preventive inoculation is well known to all of us, Im.l unlortu=
nately this is 4o often forgotien or ignored, until such time as the matter is brought
prominently to our notice by the “advent of an epidemic,” with the invariable
consequences of loss of lifis and disability. These-epidémics seem to be taken as
?o?tzi:etf: of course and the indifference shown over the simple methods which exist

L PTEVCﬂflpn 1s a matter of concern. As far as cholera is concerned, a very
fair degree of Increasing immunity can be assured by a single- injection
of the vaccine prepared by the Pasteur Institute, repeated cvery year.
It 531(_)111‘3" not by any means be considered an impossible problem for the
Public Health and Medjcal Services to organise preventive inoculation yearly
against this disease throughout the Province—at any rate as far as the notoriously
epidemic areas are concerned. On the majority of Tea Gardens where this is
generally practised, there is ample evidence to prove its value, and

isolated cases may occur, epidemics are fully guarded against by tl
measure.

although
his simple

Closely associated with prevention of cholera and all bowel discases is the
question of pure water supplies which are so vital fﬂ_l‘ good health and well being.
The notorious shot‘tage of proper walter Supphcs 1n our towns, and their almost

s
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complete absence in the majority of our villages, constitutes a major problem
which “should receive a very high priority in the coming schemes for general
uplift, which we .1l hope to see materialise in the immediate post-war period.
Their value to the local inhabitants is so obvious that I should not have
thought that great difficulty in financing them locally would be encountered,

provided they werée properly planned, controlled by Government and subsidised
to a certain extent. - ;

Certainly the value of preventive vaccination against small pox is generally
more apprcciated by the publ.c.  Here again an energetic lead by the Govern-
ment Medical Services is long overdue. It can be accepted as a fact that
protection of all infants by primary vaccination and re-vaccination of the whole
population against small-pox every threc years would ervadicate this disease from _
Assam. The present position is always one of danger and anxiety, and when in
pa_rtlculz‘.r no isolation arrangements exist for treatment of cases and contacts, it is
more than ever essential to employ the only means readily available, namely
wholesale vaccination of the entire population.

: I am fully aware, Sir, that the present Medical organisation is -hopelessly
inadequate to cope with all the medical problems that confront us. Prdgress
should, however, be no longer delayed and in this connection I would like to refer
to and commend the suggestions contained in the Post-War Reconstruction pro-
gramme for medical uplift in Assam. ‘A start could easily be made with travelling
dispensaries, with a view to bringing many of the outlying areas—now completely

cut off from any help—within the scope of medical advice, assistance

and
protection.

. Finally, Sir, T would like to sound one note of warning about a disease which
1s always cpidemic in Assam and at times reaches grave epidemic proportions, I
refer to Kala-azar—a disease somewhat difficult of detection, and requiring special
medical organisation to deal with it in its epidemic form. It has one peculiarity—
that its epidemics shew a remarkable recurring tendency every 15 vears antl this
cycle is again due in the present year. : :

Before concluding, Sir, and as I find evidence in Questions and Cut
that other hon. Members are interested in food adulteration 3
again to sav a word about mustard oil. There is ample cvidence, and more could
(:n,‘i”y b(} mu(lg :]\t;]i!‘.—l])]lf that much of the ITHISFHT(] ﬂil at prL‘SUnt ]_)(:in ret Oilll.d
in this Province—particularly in the Surma Valley—is of poor (lu;iﬁl afL
adulterated and contaminated, and as such injurious to the consumer CY: 0 it
tion of this unwholesome substance often’ results in various forms of b‘owelog_sunp-
and, indirectly different toxic effects on the individual, dependent oy, the ty 1seasc?
adulterant used. Apart altogether from any toxic effects, it must alsp he k[; bt
mind that its food value is often negatived and as we have to depend | or?? ke
mustard oil for the essential fat constituent of the diet of the people argely 0;'*1
be appreciated how serious is this loss. We know, Sir, the inabilli)t ; flﬁi e
to produce sufficient mustard oil for its requirmeents, particularly in ?ho S el
Valley and large quantities have to be imported by Government fr ; ‘!:,tdrma
notably the United Provinces. In view of this it does not appear 14 beogl wtz; chd
bounds of practicability to suggest that imported oil should be controﬁygn the
extent of a proper examination of a percentage by analysis, before it ig d(; .t}f}) E 5
to the authorised dealers. This procedure would at le: P

st confirm wi i
: : o e 1ether the im-
ported oil was pure or not. After its distribution and as far as the oil manufac-
. - - - - <
tured in the Province is concerned, we must look to our own machinery and resour-

ces for combating adulteration, and it will be found that thege are hopelessly

Motions
I venture once
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inadequate and unsatisfactory.. This is largely due to the fact that we have to
depend on the Assam Pure Food Act, whose provisions often fail in practice to
achieve the objects for which it was designed, chiefly for the unfortunate reason
that the "Act must be administered by local authorities.  Confirmation
of this can be found from the record of activities, or lack of activities of
the average local authorities, and in the case of my own Sub-division there was no
evidence of interest in the matter from their latest returns. On the other hand in’
the same Sub-division the District Magistrate has over the same period many
successful convictions to record as a result of real interest taken in the matter and
based on reports of samples sent to the Public Analyst. -

In conclusion, Sir, I wish to assure the present Government of my sin-

. cere and continued interest and support, and that of my colleagues, in the

medical problems of Assam, and it is with. the hope of secing an early ameliora-

tion in health conditions that I have made these suggestions and commend them
in this Cut Motion for consideration of the Members of this House. :

Srijut BELI RAM DAS: Mr, Speaker, Sir, I do not like to speak on the
Cut Motion, but I want to speak on th= Motion of the Hon’ble Minister. The
hon.  Members who have spoken just before me spoke as to how to combat
with the epidemic diseases by the Public Health Department and how to accom-
modate patients in the Public Health dispensaries, etc. But they have
spoken not as to how to improve the condition of the Doctors of the
Public Health Department. ~ As is admitted by all, this Public Health
Department is the most important department. This is a preventive depart-
ment and we know that prevention is better than cure. These Public Health
Department Doctors are placed in the interior places and they are not given
the assistance of the Compounders, they are not given the benefits of private
practice ; they have to do many arduous works. So I will request the Hon’ble
Minister to see that their pay and .prospects arc‘nnpruved and that they are
given the assistance of the compounders and as far as practicable they should
be allowed to have some private practice and a stock of medicine for thejp
own use and also for others in special circumstances.

We have been told that there has been dearth of Doctorsin the Public
Health Department. It is only because their pay and prospects are not good,
So I urge upon the Government to see that their condition is improved.

With these few words, Sir, I resume my seat,

Khan Bahadur Maulavi ABUAL MAJID ZIAOSH SHAMS: M.
Speaker, Sir, I like to speak a ‘few words on a thing which is a
very 1important one, zz., food adulteration. Food adulteration has become
rampant and widespread, and it is cating into the vitality of the nation and
is slowly and steadily ruining our health.

Now, what is our food adulteration due to ? Of course in the first place
it is due to the dishonest dealers and the dishonest manufacturers who want
to make money ; and in the second place it is due to the apathy of the public
who continue to take food which is adulterated without trying to bring (he
cases to the notice of the authorities or without even avoiding those dealers angd:
manufacturers who give adulterated food. In the third place it is dye to
inadequate staff. The staff is quite inadequate and not commensurate

with
the heavy task that one has got to do, to tackle and to combat the enormous
way and 80 many varicties in which this adulteration has entered and so to

say in almast all foodstuff that it has spread.
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In the fourth place it is due to corruption amongst the Public Health
Officers who are responsible for detection of these crimes and in charge of
prosecution Some of them are in receipt of regular pay from the adulterators and
dealers. I was the Chairman of the Municipality for 3 years and all that I can
say is that in my time there was perhaps a larger number of prosecution
than before. Even I prosecuted one person who supported me in my Chair-
manship. Still T do not congratulate myself as rnuch remained to be done.
I will go sofar as to say that there is sometimes corruption found in judi-
ciary as well when big dealers are concerned. Food adultqrauon cannot
be adequately dealt with unless the judiciary is free from corruption.

I know in a certain' place—F will not name the place here—there were
two cases of similar -nature. One Court convicted the accused and the other
Court was a corrupt one and acquitted the accused. The provisions of the

Food Adulteration Act are also surely inadequate to punish the enormity of the
offence. " :

So there are so many factors which have combined together to make our
life miserable.  Sir, we surely do not visualise the proper amount of adulteration,
the varicties of food stuffs in which this adulteration has gone into and we do
not visualise the extent to which we are suffering on account of this food
adulteration.  Food adulteration .can be found in mustard oil, it can be found
in Ghee, in butter, in milk and even in sugar and in tea. (Voices—to what
not ?).  And [ know, Sir, not only there is adulteration in food, there
1s medicine-adulteration as well, Even quinine was found adulterated. So
such is our character and with this character, Sir, we want Swaraj and
Independence. We must improve our character first, and I do hope that
we shall improve and. are improving our character within a short time
and will be fit for Swaraj,

What is necessary now is that in every town Government should have an
Advisory Board taken from the disinterested persons who will take interest in
detection of the crimes as regards food adulteration otherwise there is nobody
who can check these officers who are in charge of prosecution and detection of
crimes, :

That is one point and the second point is, Sir, this legislation, »iz., the Assam
Pt{re Food Act—is out of date. More severe punishment than what is given to the
thieves should be meted out to those who are guilty of adulteration of food-stuffs

ccause they are more dangerous than the thieves. The thieves take our properties
but these adulterators take our lives slowly. Now in this food adulteration what is
the punishment ? The punishment is only a fine of Rs. 50 or Rs. 100. When I
was the Chairman of the Municipality, the maximum fine in one case was Rs. 150.
Now, Sir, by paying Rs. 150 the culprit knows that in a day or two he can make
three times the profit by adulteration (Hear, hear). So it does not touch his pocket
at all. So there should be severer punishment and provisions should be made for

Fhis. The Subdivisional Officers and even the Deputy Commissioners should make
It a point that they should check

should be weekly or fornightly drives and the

2 take recourse to these
measures,

With these few words, I support the Mover of this Motion.

Khan Sahib Maulavi NURUL HOSSAIN KHAN: Mr,
cannot be denied that the working of the PubLlic Heal
upsahsfactory. There is prevalence of cholera, malaria,
diseases throughout the Province. But the supply of medicin
There are places, within 10 or 12 miles of which there
dispensary or Public Health

Speaker, Sir, 1t
th Department is most
kala-azar and other
¢ is very inadequate.
1Is no Local Board
Centre. There are some subsidised dispensaries.
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But supply of medicine to these dispensaries is almost nil. It is urgently
necessary in the interest of public health that Government should take adequate
measures to improve the health of the general public. . But it appears to me that
Governm nt is altogether indifferent to this matter. Unless and until the health
of the public is improved, there is no hope for the country. Every one of us now-
a-days is very anxious for getting independence but unless the people are healthy
and unless they are strong and stout, who will enjoy this independence and who
will protect the independence of the Mother-land ? -

I would draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister in-charge of this Depart-
ment to one matter. We find that the Subdivisional Medical Officers of Public
Health have no time to attend to their duties.. Most of their time is devoted to
clerical works and they do not find sufficient time to work in_the Moffussil arcas
and attend to the paticnts. In the interest of public health it is.necessary that the
Subdivisional Public Health Officers should be provided with adequate staff at
least with a clerk to help them in their works. We have got two or three Public
Health Doctors at Ban'achong for giving injection to kala-azar and malaria
patients. . This number is very small for this particular locality. The House is
perhaps fully aware that there was an outbreak of talaria at Baniachong and a
large number of people died of that fell disease. It appears that kala-azar has now
taken place of malaria and a large number of people are suffering from  kala-azar
for sometime past at Baniachong. But the number of Public Health Doctors
appointed for this purpose is not at all sufficient. T have got a letter to-day from
Baniachong that prevalence of malaria and Fkala-azar has greatly increased in that
place and I would draw the attention cf Government to this and request them to
increase the number of Public Health Doctors at Baniachong, where a terrible
havoc has been created by malaria since 1942 and where nearly 12,000 to 13,000
people died on account of that disease.

With these few words, Sir, I beg to support the Motion

Khan Bahadur Maulavi MD. ROUFIQUE : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I should say
that the Public Health Department has failed to tackle with success the problem of
public health in Assam. Government should face this and devise some means by
which to find out the remedy to bring about a better state of affairs in the Public
Health administration in Assam Malaria and kala-azar stalks the land and are
playing havoc in Assam undaunted by the steps taken by Government to suppress
them. During war the supply of quinine to the public was almost nil and. 1t i1s not
known what steps Government would take now to restore 1ts ’suPPIY to the general
publie. b

Similarly, Sir, the anti-mosquito scheme launched by C_iovemmﬁnt 15 not work
ing at all satisfactorily. 1 do not know if the Government is aware of the fact that
during war anti-mosquito spray was used by the military people in the jungles
of Burma and Assam and I am told that they cdrried on this campaign with
success. [ have seen with my own eyes how the Military people used this D. T, T,
spray in ‘Nowgong where an Amecrican Camp was stationed. These: Military
people were also kind enough to lend their D.T.T. spray for use in private
houses and it was wused - with great success and was  appreciated
very much. T would therefore request Government to try to get sufficient supply
of this D. T. T. spray for use by the civilians.

Then, Sir, food adulteration has become a nuisance now-a-days. Everylh{ng
that is sold in the market is adulterated. Milk, ghee, atta, maide and all artjcleg
of food are adulterated. I think Government should think seriously about this state
of things and they should seriously astempt to find out how this Pure Food Act
has failed in its objective. We have got the Act but we have not got any benefit
out of that Act. Therefore, I would draw the attention of Government to this fact
and I hope they should now seriously try to find out means so that this Act might
succeed in ifs objective.
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Maulavi ABDUL HAMID : I cannot approve the suggestion made by Srijut
Beliram Das that the Public Health Officers posted in the subdivisions should be
given permission for private practice nor do I think this is quite consistent. On
the one side we hear that the Public Health Officers have not got sufficient
Assistants to help them to properly discharge their duties. On another side
we hear that they should be allowed to have the privilege of private practice. Sir,
I desire particularly to say a few words about what has fallen from Khan
Bahadur Maulavi Abual ‘Mazid Ziaosh Shams. He stated that we are not fit
for democracy because of corruption. I do not know where to lay the biame., We
are going to take drastic measures so that we may-remove corruption. Under the
present circumstance it is difficult Sir, I have seen during my experience that
cven honest people—people who have the greatest scruples—do not consider it bad -
to take two pice out of the Government by unfair means. The reason for ‘this is
that the present Government is alien and therefore they do not think cheating is
bad. T am of the opinion, Sir, that if we continue as present we shall go down
in the scale of honesty. Unless some sort of change is made, unless we get
power in our hands, it will not be possible effectively to tackle the question of
corruption which is deeply entering into the body politic of India (Hear, hear.) It
is not a fact that all the people are corrupt, there are people who are quite honest,
The canker of corruption has entered the machinery of Government and very
seriously injuring its reputation. I have, however, very great confidence that
we shall be able to root it out if we co-operate and move with purpose,

If Police Department can be improved by stamping out Lorruption; here
also in the Public Health Department we can remove corruption.  If we select
men- who have certain amount of missionary temperament I am sure they will be
able to do much service to the people. -With these words I commeng the
Motion of my hon. Friend Dewan Abdul Basith. I agam suggest; Sir, that ip
selecting Officers in. the Public Health Department special consideration should
be given to persons who are likely to feel for the people. * (Applause.)

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, T want to add
a few more words on the subject. A good deal has been said on the adultera-
tion of foodstuffs but some of the hon. Members have missed a Very important
point.  Under the present Pure Food Act which was passed as fa back as 1931
no effective steps can be taken. At the present moment, Sir, the o
under this Act is very elaborate and protracted. Some - functions have be

placed with the Local Boards and this makes the procedure very length E‘-&n
suggestion to the Hon’ble Minister would be that during the next sessi % f Y
Budget he should come up with an amending Bill to ameng the A L
Food Act, which can alone check the adulteration of foodstufi inssam e
pe our Pro-

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: My, Speaker, Si
to the hon. Mover of this Motion who, at the t?me w,he?llr,th%s aél il
is thinking of improving this Department as recommiended overnment
Committee, the Report of which hag just come out, in moyip th Vthc Rnor
made fome valuable suggestions which when accepted may adf t ehM(.)tmn has
ment of the Department. He began by saying that the o © the improve-
little attention to the Public Health Department and to its oﬂiécr;nem h_.as Pa}d
1 should also admit that the Government has not given that t I_thmk, S.1r,
the Public Health Department deserves. The p attention which

resent Government : ideri
to raise the prospects of the Officers of the Public Health DBP;Ttt:;eiﬁn::?grﬂg

serving in the lower cadre, i ¢., the Sub-Assistant Surgeons. I fully admit that
the Sub-Assistant Surgeons of this Department haye to wark ianuch places
where these Officers do not  get proper facilities for (he education of their
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children and other facilities which are available to the Officers of the Mecdical
Department. Officers of the Public Health Department have to work under
circumstances which are sometimes very, arduous and difficult. So, Sir, we are
considering to improve their lot as far as practicable to us. . '

Secondly, Sir, most of the hon. Members of this House have drawn
attention of the Government to the condition of the foodstuffs which are, as they
have said, adulterated and to the defects of the Pure Food Act for which this
adulteration cannot he removed at present. For their satisfaction, Sir, I can say
that Gonernment has already appointed a Special Officer to draft an amending
Bill and the Government is thinking of introducing the Bill, to amend the present
Act, if possible in the next scssion to remove the defects which are at present
in the Act. g 2

We are quite aware of the prevalence of Kalg azar in numerous places of
Assam, but, Sir, we are just giving our attention to that and we will be trying
to prevent it as far as we can. But at present we are short of our staff because
many of our doctors have gone to Military and we expect to gct them very
soon.

Thirdly, one hon. Member of this House has suggested that private practice
should be allowed to the Officers of the Public Health Department. = But Sir,
- Government think that this should not be allowed to the Officers of the Public
Health Department as the Officers of the Public Health Department should only
be entrusted with the preventive side of the affair.

Fourthly, Sir, one hon. Member has drawn attention of the Government
that there are Kala-azar patients at Fulbari and Kalachara dispensaries in the Garo
Hills. T may tell the hon. Member that Government has called for an estimate
for 20 more beds in the Garo Hills Kala-azar Hospital and when these 20 beds wjll
be added to the Kala-azar Hospita] in the Garo Hills, the patients of these places \:Vlll
be accommodated in that Hospital. The same hon. Member has _drawn attention.
to the fact that the Sub-Assistant Surgeon at Tura- is not getting a special hill
allowance, but, Sir, no Public Health doctor is given any hill Aallowancc and so we
Car’llllot make an exception to this Sub-Assistant Surgeon who is at present posted
at lura. 1

Again Sir, many hon. Members and specially hon. Dr. C. G. Terrell has
brought to our notice the need of pure water supply in the villages. Of course,
pure water supply is eminently necessary. If we can supply pure water then in

that case we can prevent many diseases ; but, Sir, this lies at present with the

Local Boards. ;

Lastly, Sir, T thank all the hon. Members of this House who have given their
constructive criticistns—to improve the po]_icy of this Department and Govern-
ment will consider their suggestions at the time when they will review the policy
of this Department and will try to implement as far as practicable the suggestions
given by them, X

Another hori. Member has asked as to what Government is going to do
with regard to compounders. That suggestion, Sir, also will be taken into
consideration at the time of reviewing our policy.

With these few words, Sir, I hope the hon. Mover of this Motion will
withdraw his Motion.

*Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: May I
know from the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of Public Health Department whether
he is thinking of supplying-the public with a chart of foodstuffs that are taken
by them with their foo#l-values......... :

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Order, order, that is a new point raised and
I cannot allow that after the closure of the debate.

“*Speech not corrected
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Does the hon. Member press his Motion ? A :

Maulavi Dewan ABDUL BASITH : On the assurance of the Hon’ble Minis-
ter, Sir, I beg to withdraw my Motion. ’

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I think the hon. Member has got leave of
the House, to withdraw his Motion. -

The Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.

The Hon’ble ‘the SPEAKER: Now, I am putting the main Demand.
The question is:—

“That a sum not excecding Rs. 18,62,100 be granted to defray ‘the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st
March, 1947 for the administration of the head ¢39.—Public Health’ »,

The question was adopted. .

GRANT No.18
(38.—Medical)

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS 3
Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move that a sum not exceeding
Rs.15,10,200 be granted to defray the charges which will come in the course of

payment during the year ending on the 31st March, 1947 for the administration
of the head *¢38.— Medical”’.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :

: “Th;lt a sum not exceeding Rs.15,10,200 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course o. payment during the year ending on the 31st
March, 1947 for the administration of the head ‘38.—Medical * .

There are 9 Qut Motions including one by hon. Dr. C. G. Terrell and we
can carry on with this debate till twenty minutes past three. So, will the
hon. the ‘Leader of the Opposition kindly indicate as to which Cut Motion he
would like to be taken up by his Party Members.

= * Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
ir.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: Mr, Speaker, Si ’
thz}t the provision of Rs.5,100 under Grant No.18, I\j[)ajor ;,ei:iri—l.”.gc—g—l\;(::(ﬁ:zne
Minor head—A.—Medical Establishment—(a)——supcrintendence ‘Sub-headﬂ—,
1.—Pay of officers, detailed head—Personal Assistant, at Page 97 c,)f' the Bud c.t
be reduced by Rs,100, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.15.10 200gdc;
stand reduced by Rs.100. T

Sir, my intention of moving this Cut Motion is to rais i i

: / e a disc

the urgent necessity of starting the Proposed Medica] College at S'ylhlg;,ltSsmn i
Sir, at the very outset, I may be allowed to say that the question c;f starting a

Medical Institution at Sylhet is being agitated for the 1
as the year 1927 a censure Motion was passed in thee : e S i

: ! yasi past 8s5am Legi i i
on the question of starting such an institution at Sylhet. I ma c%r?f!atwck?o}-“lnml
I&Iembers that on that occasion the Motion was supported by noylc o 1? 2
Sir Walter Smiles (then Lieutenant Colonel), £ ey el

1 the then L

Group. I may also inform my hon. Friends coming fmme?}?

it was supported by the late illustrious Nabin Chandra Bordoloi whege memory.
3

we revere up to the present day. As a result of thj B

prepared and the buiidings wercyconslructed ata costﬂ;]stasgétg?cgnl 2a scheme was
of fact, the school buildings were completed in the year 193] di As a matter
Rai Bahadur Kanak Lal Barua, who was then the Ministcrz.i'n In that yea}:‘ )
Medical Department, assured the Council that classes woylq -bem-Ch-a rﬁe o the
year 1932, But unfortunately, Sir, that assurance did not matste_u ]t.e ’ froIm :hz
year 1937 when this August House came into existence, a Cyt eIrVJIz:) :ls;n Onn s

*Speech not corrected, 2

On the recommendation of His

Cut Motion No.1,
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subject was moved by hon. Maulavi Munawwar Ali and that was, Sir, also a
censure Motion and'it was carried on the floor of this House. But unfortunately
then also no actior was taken onit. Inlater years circumstances changed and
in October 1940 the Indian Medical Council decided that starting of Medical
Schools would not be encouraged and all schools should be raised to the University
standard. During subsequent years we have been urging that the buildings that
'vaelr};: constructed at a huge cost should be utilised in starting such a college at
yihet.
Sir, the outgoing Inspector General of Civil Hospitals was of the opinion that

Sylhet was the most fovourable place for starting such a college which will give

enough facilities in clinical matters and also for experimental work. I will admit,
that we have got no quarrel over the question of raising the Dibrugarh Medical
School to the standard of a college, but at the same time we do maintain that the
necessity of starting a college at Sylhet is very important and urgent and it can
tolerate mo further delay. -

Sir, rumour has it that the Congress Government have already decided to
start a college at Dibrugarh while they are dubbing the people of Sylhet by
starting a Post-Graduate Training centre at the proposed Sylhet Hospital
Buildings. Sir, this move is nothing short of an ingenuous device to circumvent
the opinion of the Inspector General of Civil Hospitals. The Hon’ble Minister
may take it from me that this dole will not satisfy the long.standing demand of
the people of the Surma Valley.

Sir, I have already mentioned that an iflustrious Bardoloi supported the cause
of starting the Medical School at Sylhet. I am happy to find that another
illustrious Bardoloi is leading the Congress Government., May I hope that he
will prove equal to the situation and take all, steps so that the proposed college
at Sylhet may be established within a short time ? T have no doubt, Sir, that the
hon. Members coming from the Surma Valley, who are adorning the Government
Benches, will support my Motion. Sir, finally I appeal to all the hon. Members
of this House to rise above valley patriotism and arrive at the right decision.

- With these few words, Sir, 1 commend my Motion to the acceptance of the
ouse. °

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Cut Motion moved :

““That the provision of Rs.5,100 under Grant No.18, Major head—38.—
Medical, Minor head—A.—Medical Estabiishment—(a)—Superintendence, Sub-
head—1.—Pay of officers, detailed head—Personal Assistant, at page 97 of the
Budget, be reduced by Rs.100, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.15,10,200
do stand reduced by Rs.100.” :

*Shri SATINDRA MOHAN DEV: May I know from the hon. Mover
when and by which Government this scheme of splitting the college in the two
valleys was originated ? 2
it The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. Member said “a rumour has

*Shri SATINDRA MOHAN DEV:  Does the rumour say that this Govern-
ment has done it or the previous Government ? :

*The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: He was Jjust airing a
rumour, Sir. : + 24

Maulavi NASIR-UD-DIN AHMED : Mr, Speaker, Sir, I should like to say
a few words in support of the Motion moved by Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury.
The demand for a medical institution at Sylhet—Ilet us call it a school or a college
—1is s0 very insistent and is going on for such a long time' that I think we, the
Surma Valley Members, will be failing in our duty if we do not give our unstin-
ted support to the hon. Mover.

* Speech not corrected
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Now, Sir, coming to the Motion, we learn from the hon. Mover that a large
sum of money was spent for starting this institution and that the construction of
buildings was completed long ago. Now, asa prudent man I urge upon

Governmen tthat when they have spent such a large sum of money it will
be wise on their part to spend some more money to give the proposed institution a
real shape and bring it to completion. In this view of the matter I hold that they
should immediately start the institution—it may be a Medical School or a Medical
College (Voices :—A college) All right, Sir. -

‘Then this question has another aspect. It is one of those few-questions on
which there are no two opinions. I know in the Surma Valley all are unanimous
on this point. I should also add that all right-thinking people of the Assam Valley
will agree that this medical institution at Sylhet should be started without any
delay and they should not lose time in controversial matters.

With these few words, Sir, I support the Motion.

Adjournment

‘The House was then adjourned for lunch till 2 p.m.

After Lunch i

Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise not to OPBOSCR
the Motion of the hon. Mover.

I rise simply to appeal to the hon. Mover and
the Members of this House not to act in a way that would involve the risk of
losing a thing we have in hand in our attempt to run after one that we may or may
not have. 1 realise that there is keen desire of the people of the Assam

Valley to have a Medical College at Dibrugarh and I realise also that the
desire of the Surma Valley people is no less burning. Circumstanced
as we are, Sir,

Wwe must not allow sentiment to prevail over' reason.
I for one think that we should all endeavour to raise the status of the
Berny=White WMedical s Schooli tol Siaat S oni College. I may tell
the hon. Members that the Berry-White Medical School at Dibrugarh is not
the property of the people of the Assam Valley nor that of Dibrugarh people but
also of the people of the whole of Assam. [ think it is pertinent here to mention
the circumstances under which the Berry-White Medical School came into being,
The hon. Members are perhaps aware that there was a time when this country
was overrun by Auale-szar, Malaria and other fell diseases and at that time
Assam’s resources were not sufficient to cope with the devastating effect of those
discases in the country. At that gloomy period of our Assam’s history a
European Doctor in the person ol Brigade-Surgeon John Berry-White who served
the country in combating the diseases,” donated Rs.50,000 by Will for the
establishment of a Medical institution with the minimum standard of teaching
then prevailing in India, Sir, I have got a leaf of the Medical Administration
Report of the Government of Assam of 1919 in which the Will of that noble
gentleman as well as the assurance given by the Government in that respect can
be found. T treasured the leaf for years as 1 consider the words of the noble
gentleman sacred. The Will of late Brigade Surgeon Berry-White runs thus—
“And T bg‘queath to the Charitable Hospital, Dibrugarh, ‘in the Province of
Assam, British India, by, with and out of such part of my personal estate as may
lawfully be given for charitable purposes and in priority to all other payments
thereout, the sum of Rs.50,000 to be applied towards founding a Medical School
in Dibr‘ugarh and attached to the said Hospital for the instruction of youths who
are natives of India and whose parents or one of them are oris natives or a
native of or have for the space of ten years been resident in the said Province
of Assam, in the principles of medicine and surgery up to the grade of the Hospital
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curriculum and course of training and study in

use at the School of Medicine, Dacca, Bengal, subject, however, to such modifi-
cations as to course of instruction and to the qualifications of candidates as the
authoriry appointed by the Executive Administration of Assam may make, pro-
vided always that this bequest shall be conditional upon the said Administration

of Assam agrecing and undertaking to supervise the application of the said
legacy to the purpose a

foresaid and to supplement the same by grants from the
public or provincial funds to an extent sufficient to

carry out the object specified
above, and for the future efficient maintenance and working of the school so to
be established.”

The bequest was accepted by the then Chief Commissioner in the following
terms :— ;

Assistant class and upon the lines,

«On behalf of the Administaration, the Chief Commissioner thz_lnkf'ul[y accepts
this legacy on the conditions enumerated by the tCStli}'Ofs he will audertake to
_ supervise its application for the purposes m_dl(‘-a“ed- he wislies of the testator
will be adhered to, as far as possible, both in respect of the course of instruction
and of the qualification of candidates for admission to the school. Practical
considerations may make it necessary to modify in certain details the’ arrangements
which are followed at the Dacca Medical School ; but no change will be allowed
to interfere substantially with the testator’s beneficient intention, which is that
students who are natives of the Province, or 2re the children of parents per-
manently residing in Assam, shall be afforded, in their own Province,
the opportunity for studying the principles ~ of medicine and surgery up
e Eaadlly drdown Tor CivilkHospital Assistantsamn Bengal.  The Assam
Administration will undertake to supplement Dr. Wh‘te_s legacy by grants from
Provincial and Local Funds to such extent as may be required and will guarantee
the future efficient working and maintenance cf the proposed Medical School.”

As I have said before, Sir, Dr. Berr y-White bequeathed this amount at the
time when the minimum standard of education wag that of a school course only.
By a resolution passed a few years ago by the all India Medical Council the mini-
mum standard of medical education has been rf11se§1 to that of a collegiate course.
This is a statutory law under which no university in India shall be able to have
medical institutions with lower standard of teaching. Under these circumstances
all the Medical Schools in the Province as well as all over India must be aholished
unless such School standards are raised to that of colleges. Therefore, Sir, this
Medical School was established about 45 years ago 1i D[b{' ugarh, the Govenment
of Assam have been carrying on the School as wi thin the limits of its finances and
I submit that the Berry-White Medical School has been serving the need of the
children of the soil of both the Valleysin Assam and innumerable doctors of both
the Valleys have been turned out who have been serving not only in tea
gardens but also in Government and Local Board dispensaries in Assam .

Sir, the public in general and particularly the public of Dibrugarh are contri-
buting all these years towards the development of this institution. Sir, T : 11;
below a list of wards’ beds, nursing sisters quarters and common l‘Ooms’ﬂ Stal 3
public, particularly of Dibrugarh, European and all sections of Ingj Jarens
been donating for gradual dveelopment of the institution. They are ___lans, have

1. Nursingdass Maternity and Gynaecological Wards
Jalan of T.nsukia.

2. Stuqrt Memorial European Ward by Mr. Stuart.

3. lzaylng Wards :—
i) Hiralal Ward by Messrs. Ramrikdas Ganga P
(4) Rai Bahadur Rameswar Saharia Ward, i

by late Surujmall

«
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(i) Public Donation Ward.

(iv) Female Paying Ward by late A.C. Chatterjece.
. General Wards :(—-

({) Mullane Memorial Ward.

(i) Dr. O’Brein Ward.

. Nursing Sisters Quarters by Rai Saligram Bahadur and Co. and Silver
Jubilee Fund.

. Women Ward ‘Routh Mall Ward’
. Chest Clinic by Dr. R.M. Dass.
. Student Common Room by Srijut. N. Chakravarty.
. There are donations from public for a Women and Children Ward
Sir, the value of the above will be between 2 to 3 lakhs of rupees at presen.t day
market. So, Sir, I say that it is the property not only of the Assam Valley but of
the whole of Assam. It is the sacred duty of all the people of Assam to make this
School a full fledged College. Sir, I understand that a sum of about 30 lakhs of
rupees has been allotted to Assam for establishment of two Colleges in Assam. But
I don’t think that Rs.30 lakhs will be sufficient in the present day wages cost of
materials and of labour for the construction of one Medical College with }{ospital
hostel and the purchase of necessary equipment. We should also consider whether
any recurring expenditure has been assured to run the two institutions. From my
personal experience | have known that to run a Medical College up to the mark
about. 10 lakhs of rupees are required annualy. Hon. Members will see whether
1t will be possible for-a poor Province like Assam  to incur a recurring expenditure
of Rs.20 lakhs for the two Colleges. Therefore, Sir, I -appeal to the sentiment of
the hon. Members to have one model institution for our boys so that they
may turn out brilliant Surgeon Physicians in Assam. We should work arm in arm
and shoulder to - shoulder to establish a model Medical College in Assam.

Wit these words, Sir, I request the hon. Member to revise his decision and
urge upon the Government to establish one Medical College in Assam and with
draw his Motion| ;

Dr. C. G. TERRELL : Sir, I beg to move Cut Motion No. 9.

%r- S}p{eaker, Sir, my object in mo]xging th}is Clut MO{-\i&)n ......

1¢ Hon’ SPEAKER : oes the hon. ember
his Cut Motionb]éipgrlztc‘lsng ieeRsdomnurs
Dr. C G. TERRELL: If I have the permission, Sir. The subject
Cut Motion is rather a different one and I wish to move it Separately"] of, my
~ Khan Bahadur Maulavi ABUAL MAJID ZIAOSH SHAMS . Mr Sheck
Sir, apart from pleasing our fancy or giving some graiification it pecker
of pride if an educational institution is located in a particular Joecalj OUT, Scnas
the people of the locality get more facilities. Sir, the Medical Sch IItY certainly
garh has be: n utilised for years for all the people of the Province -001 15 Wl
of the Surina Valley. But it is a fact that the people of the local%?C SRt
greater advantageous ground. It not only opened up new lfy _I:s_tzimd oo
; broader outlook for the people of the locality but it also gaye 2ailitiesit fang
to the.m in Medical Education. Sir, so long the people of the %reat SUTUIHS
was without a Medical School and even now they are with gt
such.an institution is already in existence in our Valley thej out one, but as
Medical College in the Surma_Valley is not unnatur A esme
. : = L . : al.  So in the fitness of
things as there is already a Medical School in existénce h 2 is Vall
the Surma Valley people should have a Medical College (efx}a L '}hls %B ety
Sir, surely we of this Valley will not be deprived of theuf-xcil'f?r’ ;ear). 'l]lfJf;
surely afforCed (Hear, hear) to" all the people of the I‘OV{ncel le%t At WItake
as much advantage of that Medical College as the people of (5 i: ;la? but
that they will have of couse greater facilities no doubt. Since Sve ()}(;a;py been
enjoying facilities for so many years in this Valley with the Berry-White Medical

e
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School, it is time that we should give them some greater facilitics in respect
of the Medical Coilege (Hear. hear). If our finances Jmprove, I think 1“”_‘6
will come shortly with better schemes for revenue making when we shall be
able to establish another College at Gauhati prelerably. . .

So, Sir, with these words I support the Motion of my hon. Friend, Maulavi
Abdul Bari Chaudhury. ¢ ;

Maulavi MD. IDRIS ALI : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I will be failing in my
duty -if I do not register my emphatic support to the Motion moved by my
hon. Friend, Mauiavi Abdui Bari Chaudhury, regarding the establishment
of a Medical College at Sylhet. When Government has spent so much
money for erecting beautiful buildings at “Sylhet I do hope that the
Government will be pleased to open a Medical College there In this
respect I think we all will be unanimowvs ; we will watch with interest th.c
attitude of our Congress Friends as well as the Jamiat-ul-ulema Members in this
question of establishing a Medical College at Sylhet, When it is not a
communal or a party question I think all of s will he unanimous in this
respect and will get the same facilities and advantages as our Assam Valley
Friends are getting by the Medical School at Dibrugarh.

" With these few words, Sir, I support the Motion of my hon. Friend
" Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury. :

Maulavi MAYEEN-UD-DIN AHMED CHOWDRY : Mr. Speaker, Sir, in
support of the Cut Motion of my hon. Friend, Maulavi Abdul Bari
Chaudhury, I beg to say a few words. The Governmént of Assam have
been holding out hopes to the people of the Surma Valley for establishing a
Medical -College, but those hopes still remain unfulfilled. The idea of
starting a Medical School was taken long age and buildings were built as
far back as 1931. For the last 14 years we have scen the School buildings,
Sir, but neither the School nor the College. These houses remained empty
for a very long time tll at last, the military people came to utilise them.
Sir, with the withdrawal of. the Army from Sylhet the houses have again
been left unused without any prospect of being utilised in future.

It has been stated by my Friend, Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury, in his
speech while moving his Cut Motion, that there will not be any objection on the
part of the Government to establish two Medical Colleges, one at Dibrugarh
- and*the other at Sylhet, if they so desire. The Surma Valley people have
been very unfortunate for a long time in not having a Medical College in
their side. From records it will be found that more than 8 lakhs of rupees
-had been spent on the erection of those buildings. But I do not understand
what was. the idea of the Government in  spending so  much money in
erecting the buildings and then to keep them absolutely blocked.

Sir, as has been said by my hon. Friend, Khan Bahadur Maulavi
Ziaosh Shams, Abual Majid that when the Surma Valley has been deprived of
facilities such for a pretty long time, in the fitness of things, they should have
preference in establishing the College first in the Surma Valley.” T am SOITy to
find that one hon. Member opposite has said that we should all ~ join
with him in converting the bibrugarh Medical School into a College and
make it an ideal one, Well, Sir, I do not find any reason why we should harp
on that word ideal. We have no College at all at present; and without
having any College why should we harp on that word ideal ? Apq all
the hon. Members of the Surma Valley will bear me out when I say that,
it is the earncst _desire  of the people of the Surma Valley to establish a
Medical College in our Valley. :

With these few words, Sir, 1 support the Motion moved by my Friend,
Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury,

-
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" Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN : Mr. Speaker,
Sir, the other day in course of the Budget discussion I referred to the
urgent necessity of raising the status of the Dibrugarh Berry-White Medical
School to that of a College. While discussing this matter I deem it my
duty to stress those points. The Dibrugarh Medical School—as has been
already mentioned by my hon. Friend, Srijut Laksheswar Borooah— was founded
as far back as 1899 and for the last 46 years it has gone through years of
struggle. It has served very useful purpose and turned out a number of
Licentiates from all oveér the Province. The position is this that before the
war it was found thal all the Licentiates passing out from that School were
fully utilised when there was unemployment, so to speak, among the Licentia-
tes passing from that School. But at that stage war broke out, and with
the war the demand for Medical Licentiates had again been on the increase.
It has already been mentioned by my hon. Friend, Mr. Borooah, that the
Indian Medical Council has found out that the standard of Medical education
that is imparted in the School is quite out of date; and they have definitely
ruled that they will not allow any more establishments of these Medical Schools.
So the position is this that this Institution which was founded $O  many
years back and which had been serving very useful purposs, whetter this
Institution should be allowed to function asitis or shoula be improved. In
other words whether this Institution shsuld be ended or it should be mended.
My submission is that this School, at any rate, should instead of rendering it
uscless now be raised to the status of a College.

As regards the demand of my hon. Friends over here for the Medical
C(.»licgc, there is also a legitimate demand. But I do not know whether there
IS scope in this Province for two Medical Colleges. If there be, then surcly
I should like to have two Colleges in both the Valleys. Butif we can have
only one College, then I must plead for the existing School to be raised to the
status of a College. Sir, this question has been agitated for a very long time
and lately the question was examined by the head of the Medical Department.
I am told that the outgoing Inspector General of Civil Hospitals was of opinion
that they will prefer to have a College at Sylhet to having a College at
Dibrugarh. I had a talk on this matter with the present Inspector General of
Civil Hospitals and immediately afier taking over charge he had been to b_th the
places tc examine the feasibility of this proposal. 1 am told that he has
not expressed any opinion so far, but, I think. it has been made cleay to him

that there is every facility for converting the Dibrugarh School into that of a
College.

It was said sometimes that there was dearth of clinical materials. But now
it has been ascertained that there would be no dearth of clinjeal materials
there.  Moreover, the question of site also should not he standing on the way.
Of late we have got the buildings of a combined military hospital available
very near the town and, I think, the buildings of that hospital which I under-
stand have been vacated or are geing to be so vacated by the Military Department
can be utilised for the purpose of the college.

In conclusion, therefore, I want to say that I am ngt
I\'Intmn_and I support it, but at the same time, I hope that
converting the Medical School at Dibrugarh to that of 2 college
overlooked and in fact it should receive priority.

., Maulavi MD. ABDULLAH: Mr. Speaker, Sir, T think, I gp
in my d'uty ifI do not come forward to support the Motion moved by my
hon..Frlcnd, Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury, regarding the establishment of a
Medical College at Sylhet. Sir, it is the burning desire of the Surma
Valley people for the last 20 yearsand I am at a loss to understand why this
scheme has not yet been considered by our Government. I came to know

opposed to this
the question of
will not be

all be failing
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from the former Minister-in-charge of Medical Department—-Khan Sahib
Maulavi Mudabbir Hussain Chaudhuri—that though they had the intention
to start the College they could not do so owing to dearth of implements and
other materials. But I think, Sir, the present Ministry will seriously consider
this question of starting the proposed Medical College at Sylhet immediately.
The Surma Valley people have become wholly impatient as regards the delay
in stha:rting the College and I am afraid, they will not tolerate any more delay
1n this respect.

Sir, I had not the least intention of raising the valley question here, but I
find my hon. Friend coming from Dibrugarh is very loud in spcaking to start
a Medical College there. 1 do not find any necessity on the part of that hon.
Member to claim monopoly of starting all the medical institutions in his
valley alone. Sir, I do sincerely believe that it is the onc united demand of
the people of the Surma Valley, Hindus and Muslims, men and women together,
that the Medical College at Sylhet should immediately be started.

Sir, there are very many difficulties that we have to come across In order
to give medical training to our children in the Berry-White Medical School.
There is the difficulty of long distance, huge expenditure and the general climate
which does not suit our boys. Over and above these difficulties there is another
practical difficulty, viz., the difficulty in obtaining seats for our boys, as the
number of seats in that institution is very limited.

Then, Sir, we are short of qualified doctors at the present moment, Tn the
year 1942, when the terrible malaria broke out in Baniachong and took a heavy
toll of human life, numbering some twelve thousand, there was dearth of Doctors
and even the Compounders were sent there to fill the gap of Doctors. Had
there been two such medical institutions in the Province, surely we would not
have felt this sort of difficulty in finding out Doctors to combat the diseases,
In this view of the matter, I would appeal to Government and all Members
of this House to render their sympathetlcdhclp towards the establishment of a
Medical College at Sylhet at a very early date,

If I rcmcflber agight, Sir, one Committee was formed at Sylhet one year
back, in which the Hon’ble Mr. B. K. Das, and the Hon’ble Mr. Mookerjee were
also present. In that Committee it was proposed to raise donations for the
purpose of starting the Medical College at Sylhet and I remember Mr. B, Q.
Gupta of Silchar alone donated 1} lakhs of rupees for the purpose.

With these few words, Sir, I support the Motion before the House and
would request Government to start the College at Sylhet immediately.

Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEV: Mr. Speaker, Sir, people of the Surma
Valley have been agitating for a medical institution at Sylhet for the last 20
years and that agitation found its expression here in this Assembly also  and
pe}"haps not a single Budget Session had passed during the last few years when
this matter was not discussed on the floor of this House. As Members of the
Cabinet, we expected Khan Sahib Maulavi Mudabbir Hussain Chaudhuri and
Maulavi Munawwar Al to take up the matter in right earnest. I do not know,
Sir, how far it is a fact that there is a proposal of splitting up the institution into
two departments, one for Post-Graduate studies to be established at Sylhet and
the main college to be situated at Di‘rugarh. If there be any truth behind this
rumour, eertainly my hon. Friend, Khan Sahib Maulavi Mudabbir Hussain
Chaudhuri, should be held responsible for that sort of proposal, because it must
have been done during his tenure of office. Any way, Sir............

) :Kl.‘han Sahllb N{aulavi I\éIUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: On a
point of personal explanation, Sir............

l;I‘lhe Hon’ble the SPEAKER : -The hon. Member will get his chance to
speak later,

*Speech not corrected.
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Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEV: Sir, we all do join whole-heartedly
with our hon. Friend, Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury, in demanding that the
Medical College should be started immediately at Sylhet. I do not know, Sir,
why our hon. Friends, Srijut Lakshesvar Borooah and Khan Bahadur Sayidur
Rahman, should lay so much stress on the need for starting the institution at
Dibrugarh. We know that Government will have to continue maintaining the
Berry-White Medical School as per the agreement with the founder of that
institution and we have no quarrel with that. But it has been our experience
during the last few years that there is a great dearth of doctors in this Province.
We have experienced very much difficulty in the matter of finding out doctors
for villages, especially at the time of epidemics. If the ipstitution which was
proposed to be started at Sylhet had been started 15 or 20 years back, we would
not have found any difficulty during the last few years. We would have got in our
Province more doctors. The Bhore Committee Report has exposed thoroughly
the miserable condition of public health and medical relief in this country.
Sir, for some time to come we shall requite. many doctors to look after our
villages and for that purpose we do not think one institution only at Dibrugarh
will be sufficient to meet our requirements. From that point of view, Sir, we
think we all want that the proposed institution at Sylhet should- also be started
immediately.

We understand, Sir, the Government of Assam is going to get some 81 to
13 crores of rupees from the Central Government during the next 5 years

: for Post-War Reconstruction works. Medical, Education and Publijc Health are

most important items of reconstruction work and we do not see any reason
why the requisite money for financing both the colleges, at least the initial
expenditure as also the recurring expenditure for the next 5 vears, should not
be found out from what the Central Government would give to* this Province
for Post-War Reconstruction works.

I would appeal tq our Government with all the earnestness that J command
that they should give their most serious consideratjon to this matter and let not
this be delayed any further and let not it go by any default on their part. Let
us all join in our demand to the Central Government for giving us  ade uate
funds for financing both the institutions at the sametime so  that the Pro?rince
can have the requisite number of Medical Graduates in time,

Maulavi ABDUL HAMID : Mr. Speaker, Sir, before we finally decide what

" to do in the matter of establishing the Medical College for the Province of Assam,

we shall have to consider several things. The hon. Members of the House are
well aware that when the proposal matured for starting  the Medjcal School
at Sylhet it was decided that the institution should bear the™ n of
Lord Irwin, the then Viceroy of India, and his Permission was aE!)Tt]e' d
Depression intervened, and the School was not completed. The 0b ?‘Iﬁl‘e :
was finished dul‘l_ng the time of my hon. Friend, Rev. Nichols-Roy. b :uf “t;g
could not be provided for hospital aud actual starting of the School é u. o :
after Govcrnrpcnt, Ministers after Ministers were giving hope th.'j,t Ogcmtmegs
woul;i be available the S_chool would be started. At least one Gc(we:;ox?n furtlhe
Province on a ceremonial occasion declared that the Sylhet institution cid be
a College. At‘c_you going to show disrespect to the august pe s
name was associated. with this institution? Are YOu going to s
to the Governor who Made the solemn promise that the Sylhet instituti hould
he a Medical GO_HQE{@-" Are you going to belie all the Promises made O?a : Oftcl‘
year (Srijut Beln\ram 1‘)(z.s-_ What were you doing so long ?).,  Dibr yachr Z‘.had
the advantage of ‘having » Medical School. But can any on'c in thi:gl-lru-e lay
his hands on his bosom ang declare that this is the most ideal site ?orbstart'
ing a College. Inspector. General after Inspector-Genera] declared that the
most suitable place is Sylhet, And the present incumbent has not given his

how disrespect
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opinion. Are you going to disregard expert medical opinion in the matter of
location of the Medical College ? Many of the hon. I\:Iembi‘:rs sitting opposite
urged session after session in this very House for cqmplqnon c_)i tl.uf: work.  Will
they now go behind their words? What the public will think if they change
colour? Sir, with these few words I beg to ‘submit that every consideration
should be given to this question and due respect should be shown to the
promises already made before the matter is finally dccided. We should
not show disrespect to Lord Irwin (now Earl of Halifax).  Due respect should
also be paid to the solemn declaration of the Governor of the Provinge.

*Srijut GAURIKANTA TALUKDAR: May [ know whether this Province
can afford to have two well equipped colleges running on scientific basis and
satisfy the present day demands of medical education?  This Province cannot
afford to have two Medical Colleges.

Maulavi ABDUL HAMID: Ido not think the finances of the Province
will allow just now the luxury of two Medical Colleges. It is all eye-wash.
Just now you are providing a decent burial to the proposal of having a
medical institution  at Sylhet.

It has been suggested by my Friend, Mr. Nirendra Nath Deb, that there
is some proposal of separating the Post-Graduate study from the college. If
you do that you will be doing the greatest mischief. . Post-Graduate study
should not be separated from the college. Iam sure no medical man will
support the proposal. Those who labour under the idea that at some future
date another college will be started there they should give it up. if you
start a Medical College at Dibrugarh you will have to start the Post-Graduate
class at Dibrugarh. Sir, the Assam Valley has enjoyed the facility of .a
Medical School for the last 46 yearsand the Surma Valley, and Goalpara
had very largély to take shelter in the institutions in Bengal for medal education,
I think, Sir, every one wanis a Medical College. Sylhet where buildings have
been constructed is considered suitable for the purpose hy experts. With these
few words I warmly commend the Motion of my hon. Friend, Maulavi Abdul
Bari Chaudhury. o

Srijut BELIRAM DAS: Was the hon. Memb(:r once a .Mlmsfcr ?l If 5o,
why did he not establish a Medical College at Sylhet during his rcgime?

Khan - Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR ~HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: My,
Speaker, Sir, I find that there is much misunderstanding over the statement
of the hon. Member, Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury, regarding the splitting
up of the proposed Medical COIICgC.into two parts—one part of the Medical
College proper being started at Dibrugarh and the other the Post-Graduate
classes at Sylnet. He based his statement on a rumour that the Congress Ministry
or the matter of fac: the Congress Party has decided to tackle the vexed problem
in this way, thatis the Medical College will be started at Dibcugarh and  the
Post-Graduate classes at Sylhet. Now for that rumour a charge has been levelled
at me that the previous Government, while I was in charge of Medical Portfolio
decided the Medical College to be at Dibrugarh and the Post-Graduate cIasse;
at Sylhet. It was not a fact as has been remarked by hon. Babu Nirendra Nath
Deb. He perhaps could not follow what had been said by hon. Maulavi Abdul
Bari Chaudhury. He will, I am sure, now understand that it was not the
decision of any Government. I was for a few months in-charge of the Depart-
ments ol Medical and Public Health. I know definitely that the opinion of the
" two successive Inspectors-General of Civil Hospitals were in favour of starting
the College at Sylhet. (Applause.) Tt will be borne out by the fact that their
suggestion has been placed in the list of Post-War Reconstructien plan. One was
Colonel Taylor (he was then Lieutenant-Colonel) and the other Colonel
Dimorid. Th_ese two highest Medical authorities were of opinion that

* Speech not corrected,
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Sylh ill be most suitable place for starting the Medical College. That was
tl¥c glgirn’étll then. While I \Eas in charge of Medical and Pflblic Health Depart-
ments I asked the present incumbent, if I remember aright, the Inspector-
General of Civil Hospitals, to make ran enquiry and submit a report as to
which place will suit most for a Medical College. He, I understand, submitted
a report, Sir, but before I had time to go through we had to resign. From-
what I have heard I presume he has not mentioned the name of any place and
kept the quesion open for the decision of the Government.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Otder, order. I think it would be proper
not to mention the names of the Inspectors-General giving their opinion because
we find that there is no evidence before the House to show as to which of
the Inspectors-General gave what opinion. A moment ago we heard hon.
Khan Bahadur Sayidur Rahman disputing the hon. the Deputy _Leadqr.of
the Opposition when he said that two Inspectors-General gave _their opinion
in favour. When these facts are disputed and when there is no evidence
before the hon. Members to ascertain which of the statements are correct, [
think, this controvertial mattec should not be raised.

Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: There is a difference here, Sir. The
hon. the ex-Education Minister and hon. Maulavi Abdul Hamid—mnone of them
had any access to the file but my Friend on the right, the ex-Medical Minister
had access to the file and so he had special knowledge of the matter.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I might point out to the hon. Members that
the people of this Province, generally speaking, are sceptical about the special
knowledge of special people.

Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: I could not follow you, Sir.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Order, order, the hon. Mr. Chaudhuri
will please go on,

Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: Sir,
whatever may be the expert opinion there is no denying the fact that there is
a genuine and long standing demand from Sylhet for a Medical School there,
and at every opportune time the question is raised and = discussed
before the House. So I want, 8ir, that this question should be decided
once. and for all. When there is a genuine demand from The people
of Sylhet and when buildings are ready there, I do not understand why imme-
diate steps cannot be taken for its start.  So, Sir, I hope that while my Friends
from the Assam Valley, have already got a school and have avajled them-
selves of the opportunity of educating their boys so long, they will not now
grudge in starting a College at Sylhet.

With these words, Sir, I support the Motion.

 Maulavi MUNAWWAR = ALI: Sir,I had no mind to speak on this
subject but I find that the. matter has got a bit confused. The question is
wheth(_:r a Medical College should be started at Sylhet. That question should
be decided on its own merits. The question of Berry-White Medical School be-

ing raised to the status of a College has been dragged into it to confuse the issue
and, as a matter of fact, it has been done so.

The question is as old as 1927. 1In the Budget Session of that year, I think,
it was I who moved a censure Motion accusing the Government for the derelic-
tion of their duty and in that Motion I had the support of the entire House—sub-

ort from the Members of both the Valleys, the Congressmen and the Inde-
pcndcms all combined to pass a severe censure on the Government,

/
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*Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : Sir, for how many years the hon,
Member was in the Cabinet since that Motion was: passed ?

Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI : Sil', if time pe‘rmitsg T will rcp]y’ to that.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : But the time at our disposal is very short.

Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Thercfore, Si]“’ there should be no inter-
ruption and if there be any, that should be preventad.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : There should be no interruption.

Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Now, Sir, the Congressmen of both the
valleys combined in passing a censure Motion against the Government. - Then
structures were started and the principle of a Medical School at Sylhet was
accepted and Government after the severe censure woke up and did what they
could. They spent in those days no less an amount than about Rs.10 lakhs which
is equal to a very much bigger figure tor those days. They were sleeping
over the question and it was my lot again to wake them up by another censure
Motion in 1937. Then my hon. Friend, the present Finance Minister, I am
sorry, 1 have not got his: speech before me—he lent me his whole-hearted
support in his characteristic way. Now the question isif thereis to be one
College in the whole of Assam, whether that should be one central institution.
One should forget the existing institution and its location should be decided
on the merit of the locality or the site, as to which one should be most usefully
equitably and justly selected—whether Dibrugarh, Gauhati, Jorhat or Sylhet.
Well, I am not going to mention the name of any Inspector-General but I know
that more than one Inspector-General have declared in favour of Sylhet. Now
if you are to give Sylhet a medical institution you are debarred from giving a
school because as my hon  Iriend to my left has stated that it is the accepted
policy not to start a school but a collége. Having accepted the principle of a
medical institution being started at Sylhet you cannot butstart it as a college.
Raise the school at Dibrugarh to the status of a college, if you may, but having
started a medical college at Sylhet you find your way, if you may, to raising
the status oif Dibrugarh, I do not mind, but do you agree to give th?.,t valley,
the Surma Valley, a medical institution ? The reply must be “Yes”. ‘Then
you cannot give a school; you must give a college, apd SO thg college cannot
but be located at Sylhet. Now, the question of propriety, justice, sense of equili-
brium and sense of proportion also demand that the .collegc should be located :11t
Sylhet. History has been quoted and the justice of the demand has been ;}mp y
urged and expounded and justified. If I canread through the minds o ; the
Surma Valley Congressmen and the members of the Jamiat-ul-ulema there,
if I have a true penctration into the bottom of their hearts, then I must say that
they not only whole-heartedly want and desire that the college S!loU]d be loca-
ted at Sylhet, but every iota in them is speaking eloquently for 1t.

(Another hon. Member of the Opposition rose to speak.)

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: I am sorry there is no time. We have
already spent two hours and two minutes, the longest time available for any Grant.
Now, we have got only eighteen minutes for this whole Grant, and I also propose
to give a chance to the hon. Member from the European Group to move the Cut
Motion because the claim of that minority Group is, as’ has always been in this
respect, very modest and reasonable. I would now request the Hon’ble Minister
to reply. s >

Sphz"i SATINDRA MOHAN DEV: On a point of information, Sir. May
I know how many students the proposed college can produce annually ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: I hopel shall be able to
give the information sought by my hon. Friend.

*$peech not corrected.



1946] DEMANDS FOR GRANTS 383

Mr. Speaker, Sir, with your permission I propose to reply to the debate
that has been waged over this question. My hon. Friend Maulavi Abdul
Bari Chaudhury has bheen pleased so make a certain personal reference
to me and I thought that I should not be doing my duty if I did not respond to
that appeal.  peid

Sir, this Government is perfectly aware of the strong fecling among the

- people  of Sylhet for a medical institution of their own. The demand for

that institution is indeed a wery old one, and there have been hon.
Members who have tried’ to take us back to as ‘many as 12 to 20
years over this question T would not like to go back to such a long period,
in view of the fact that we no longer think of medical education in terms
9[‘ _mecl_icnl schools. We cannot think of it just at’ the present moment
in view of certain conclusions that have been arrived at by the Medicai Council
of India and which were accepted also by certain conferences of this Province.
I shall relate only to that period of its history in which the.question of medical
college, instead of medical school, came to the forefront for consideration of the
Government. As the hon. Members might know that as early as 1938 there was
a medical conference at Delhi (I think it saten the. 8th or 9th Noveniber) in
which it was decided that the education of a lower standard by what they meant

medical school education, should be abandoned, for the primary reason that that

kind of education did not receive any rccognition in any other part of the world.
It was a conference of the licentiates themselves who had come to that conclusion.
I wish T could read the proceedings of that conference for the information
of thq hor_l. Members of this House. The conference was of opinion that
tcach:qg In our medical schools was not of a sufficiently high standard and not
tecognised by any one clse outside India, and they recommended that

our mc_dical education should be such as - shall satisfy the requirements of
the Medical Council of India.

Then,  Sir, just a year after a conference was held in Shillone in
November 1939, wherein also the following resolution was adopted ‘?I'his
confc_:r:enc'c recommends that one uniform minimum standard of training and
qualification for practitioners of modern scientific medicine should be  esta-
blished throughout Tndia at an early date and that this standard should be

such as shall satisfy the requirements Jaid down by the Medical Council
ol India.” :

I should like tosay in this connection thatin 1940 the Executive Body
of the Indian Medical Council passed a resolution that after 31st March 1947
no recognition should be given to any medical man excepting such as I‘“Ci
passed - the Degree examination according to the standard laid down by
!f\e Medical B Councid dn the light of these discussions and decisions, the ques
tion of establishing a  medical college in  Assam was being Considéred from
ume to time. If there has been any delay in the magter of establi.shing a
medical college—whether at Dibrugarh or Sylhet—the House should know
thaf; @hc responsibility does not lie with the present Government :;t alls The
decision was arrived at as early as 1939, and during these long At Gcis vy
las; Government had wished to bring it into existence.
dine so. But they decided to sit quiet and now criticism E’s
this Government should do this and that.

seden years if the
they might have
being offered that

Some reference was made regarding the opinions of tj
General of Civil Hosn: N S
1 : 1t Hospitals. With the facts that I have befor
wi La f-orw me .10 place the actual words—not hearsay reports—of those respon-
sible nllc)er's before this House. The first Inspecter-General of Givil Hospitals,
Colonel Phipson, Whose opinion was taken on this matter, stated as follows:

i¢  various TInspectors-
¢ me-—I hope, Sir, you
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Yok 1 Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI:  Sir, is
it necessary to quote from the note ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I want to make the point clear. The Hon’ble
Deputy leader of the Muslim League party said that two Inspectors-General spoke
in favour of establishipg the Medical School at Sylhet and it was at once con-
troverted by hon. Khan Bahadur Maulavi Sayidur Rahman. Now if one hon.
Member- makes an affirmative statement and another hon. Member stands up
and says that that statement is not true, and there is no evidence or proof before
the House to judge as to which of the statements is truc then the hon. Members
find themselves in great difficulty to come (o any conclusion. All controvertial
matters about which there is no evidence before the House to come to a conclu-
sion should be scrupulously avoided. Now the Hon’ble the Premier is reading
from certain official reports of Inspectors-General on definite matters. There can
be no controversy regarding the fact that that particular officer made that report
and therefore the Hon’ble Prime Minister is entitled to do so.

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: “Itis unnecessary, as the
existing medical school turns out more students than can find employment
in the Province, and almost everywhere there is demoralising competition among
them for a livelihood. In my opinion it is the clearest duty of Governmenr, not to
duplicate medical® schools of the low standard of the Berry-White Medical
School, but to raise the standard of existing medical education even if 1t aspires
no higher than to the licentiate standard.” :

And he concluded like this, Sir, as regards the conversion of the hosteis
(relating to the Sylhet buildings) into hospital,

“Although the buildings are exccllcnt_as hostel buiigiings, t.hcir adaptation
to hospital purposes can never be as efficientas a hospital designed and cons-
tructed with the requirements of a hospital in view, and there will be a great
sacrifice of convenience in many divections, and the element of makeshift
which has characterised the existing civil hospital at Sylhet, a[,lf:l has dcgracted
from its value, will thus be pcrpctualed though on an_othcr site.”’ Thus Colqnel
Phipson was very emphatically against the establishment of another medical
school at Sylhet.

Colonel Hesterlow, the successor of Colonel Phipson, was again asked to go
over the question, and make his report with a view that the school could be
started in 1942-43. But he too was of the same view as his predecessor. He
said: ‘I find myself compelled to agree completely with the views expressed
by Colonel Phipson on this subject, and to express the opinion, that it would be
far more desirable and profitable to concentrate on raising tire standard and im-
proving the teaching in the existing medical school at Dibrugarh, to construct a
really efficient hospitalin Sylhet on the plans of the original scheme more or less
and to utilise the hospital as a field of clinical training for the students of the exis-
ting medical school, during their final years of study in addition, and as paxt of
their course of training. The medical and hospital buildings in Sylhet may be
disposed of as a school or college or offices as being no longer necessary foga
medical school.”

Qolonel Shortt who succeeded Colonel Hesterlow too was of the same opi_nion
as his predecessors that the medical school at Sylhet would be only a deteriora-
tion 1in training standard or sheer waste of money.

B e

*Speech not corrected.
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But under Government instruction the last Inspector-General of Civil Hospitals
was made to cause enquiries as to- whether the necessary equipment and medicinal
stock for the hospital and a college could be obtained in the Dibrugarh School.
He also gave some views which are almost on, the same line, but in view of

-certain difference of opinion, I am reading his report so that nothing can be

withheld from the House. Accordingly Colonel Dimond gave his opinion and I
quote here his views :—

“In October 1940, the Indian Medical Council passed a resolution request-
ing the Central Government to ask Provincial Governments to abolish the licen-
tiate medical schools or else to raise them to the University standard, so
that there would in future be only one uniform mimimum standard of medical
qualification for the whole of India. This would mean that there would be
one—all India Register for doctors acceptable in reciprocating countries—a most
important measure. A number of Provincial Governments have accepted the
invitation and in most provinces in India after 1948 the medical schools will be
a thing of the past. It is however for consideration if Assam can at the present
junctwe of its history do without the Licentiate class. This, of course, for purely
economic reasons. From reading the Sylhet Medical School file, I gather that the
concensus of opinion of the Ministries and the Public Health Departmént is that
the Licentiate will definitely continue to have a place in the needs of Assam
community, and therefore while pressing strongly for the adaptation of the
Sylhet buildings into a college, suggest that the existing Berry-White School
should carry on until such a time as there is no further need for a medical
school in this Province®, :

“Should a scheme materialise, a larger hospital than the ordinary District
Hospital will need to be constructed at Sylhet. It should have 250 beds. The
scheme, = submitted, is according to the opinion of experts unworkable.
Here a scheme has been submitted showing non-vecurring amount of
Rs. 15 lakhs and recurring amount of Rs.5 lakhs. This money is quité insufficient
for any medical college.”

These are, Sir, some of the opinions which I have placed before the House.
After this, the whole thing was again sent for re-examination by the last Gov-
ernment to Colonel Bhatia our present Inspector-General of Clivil Hospitals.
He has submitted a scheme which I shall try to place before this House.........

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  As this is a very important subject I propose
to extend the time of the House by half an hour. Will the: hon, Members
express their views whether they would sit till half past 4 today ?

* Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : 1
limit of the House has been - fixed by His Excellency the Governor.,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Only the dates have been fixed by His
Excellency. For preparation of the time-table I requested the Leaders of different
parties to give their suggestion. Since they have not sent any suggestion I took it
that the time-table drawn up by me would be suitable for them and has the
approval of the House.

*Maulavi ABDUL HAMID : Sir, may I enquire if you have taken the
approval of His Excellency after preparing the time-table? -

A The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: After drawing’ up the time-table I placed
it before the House, no approval of His Excellency is required for this. The
approval of His Excellency is required in respect of the dates only.

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOIL: Wow. Sir. thisis what
he says ; “if the Government accepts the view, as a matter (-F])oli’cy that there
should be only one standard of medical education in Assam, as in other parts
of India and ‘that this standard should be the one re(:ognis’cd by the Medical
Coeuncil of India, the question naturally arises ‘““what should be done to the

suppose the time

*Speech not corrected.
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Berry-White Medical-School, Dibrugarh. *“This means that either the Bcrry—\’\’hit'c
Medical School should go out of existence altogether or, if it is to exist how it
should exist ? My answer is that it should be raised to the standard of a medical
_col!cge, and should be affiliated to a University. In the absence of any Univesity
In Assam at present, it will have to be affiliated to the Calcutta University. Later
on, if and when a University is established in this Province, its affiliation to it may
be considered. The name may be altered to Berry-White Medical College. In
organising a medical college we could utilise the facilities at Sylhet Civil Hospital
also. An institution called Sylhet Hospital Medical College may be established
at Sylhet but it will be an integral part of the Medical Eollege at Dibrugarh.
The two institutions will be closely integrated as described below?,

Now, then, I propose to read that portion of the note also to show how he
proposes to establish this *institution.

“I would suggest that apart from the Medical Colege at Dibrugarh, a
suitable teaching hospital should be constructed at Syllhet. The functions of
this institufion which may be called ‘Sylhet Hospital Medical College’,
would be :— : .

(2) To provide facilities for the clinical instruction of senior students of
the Bersy-White Medical College at Dibrugarh, especially the six months training
required before registration.” ‘

I am rcading the points one by one so that there might not be any
mistake in the minds of the hon. Members as to what has been said "by Colonel
Bhatia. ;

“(b) To give instruction to general practitioners and medical officers of
Government and local bodies and tea estates in the form of ‘Refresher Clourses’.
At present such facilitics do not exist. But they are necessary for us, in order
that our knowledge may not become ‘rusty’, and also that we may be acquainted
with the latest advances in medical scicnce. Such instruction should be
imparted separately from that for the undergraduates. -

(¢) To give clinical instruction to those licentiates who wish to take the
M. B. degree. ' :

According to the recommendations of the Medical Council of India, all
Licentiates are required to undergo training in Anatomy and Physiology for
six mouths, and two years’ training in clinical subjects before being eligible to
appear at the degree examination ;”

I am not reading all the details. Then I go to (d). -

“(d) To give Post-graduate instruction of a higher type than the refresher
courses in certain special subjects. ' 4 e A

There are centres in India which are noted for special facilities for Post-
graduate work in certain special subjects but there are no centres of that kind in
Assam. ;

Then to undertake medical research we must have Post-graduate College of
medicine so that full advantage of all sorts of facilities will be available,”

Then I come to (f). o

““(f) To train Nurses and Health Visitors.

(¢) To provide house appointments (House S““gcm“‘him and House
Physicianships) and Registrarships.” ; 4

So these are some of the functions which the .Sylhf:t Hospital Medical
College will perform. Government have c;u-d_‘ul[y scrutinised (s proposal of
Colonel Bhatia and have come to the conclusion tha‘t that is the most workable
scheme which can be adopted at the present time. The question that would be
naturally asked s for what special rcason Government giq dome to. this
conclusion. My reply, Sir, is that from 1948 we could not haye any medical
practitioners who are not qualified in some of the colleges which zp0 sanctioned
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by the Indian Medical Council and it is only in the Berry-White Medical
School that we can bring the object of the Indian Medical Clouncil into immediate
fruition. T personally feel and I am sure it must be the opinion of all
medical authority that with an addition of one year’s course and a slight
alteradon in the syllabus.the college can come into existence immediately, and
possibly we may have medical graduates from 1948 without any difficulty.
But if a new college has got to be started from the beginning we have greater

- dilficulties, very much more than we shall find in the medical college established.

Secondly on the condition of the gift of the Berry-White Medical School we
cannot close down that Institution. So, taking all these factors into consideration
the Government have come to the conclusion that there will be two institutions—
ore complimenting the other and the fullness of the college education will be
completed by study in both the institutions. A point has been raised that
to have a post-graduate training class so far away from the main institution
will be a bad thing. I do not know. But when even in ordinary circumstances
people had to go [rom one Province to another in order to complete a course
of edncation, I don’t know why we should not be agreeable to this small diffi-
culty.

But I can tell the hon. Friends opposite who are criticising the Govérnment
that we are not going to rest content with what we shall have at the immediate
present.  We want to proceed further along with the fulfilment of Colonel
Bhatia’s Scheme.

Possibly the attention of the ‘hon. Members has been drawn to the
Bhore report. . We are expecting great changes to come over India parti-
cularly in reference to public health of the people and their medical treat-
ment.. Bhore report envisages at least one doctor for every thousand of popula-
tion. '1"aking our population as it is, we should require about ten thousand
doctors if we are really to serve the people of the country side. If we do really
require ten thousand doctors, would two institutions be too much for the
Province ? Thisis a point which I have found that even all the Inspector-
Generals have stressed against. But as a popular Government I feel we must
cater to the good of the people. We should seec that two colleges are made
possible.  We propose to take up this matter as soon as possible and basing our
recommendations on the Bhore Committee Report we want to approach the
Government of India that a provision should be made in the Post-War Recons-
truction Scheme for another college at Sylhet also. The way in which they will
proceed will be that so far as the Assam Valley is concerned, possibly we shall
require another institution just of the type which is now proposed for Sylhet,
and at Sylhet another institution of the type now proposed for Dibrugarh. That
means for the Dibrugarh College we take up the top portion, while for Svlhet,:
we take things from below. As you have jusF now heard from (he reﬁort f
read to you, Sir, Sylhet has now the top and it moves downwards but in Dibru-
garh it moves fromm downwards to upwards. .SU the second proposal is that if the
hon. House would approve of it and would give us authority we would imme-
diately like to approach the Government of India to make provision for expendi-
ture for another college at Sylhet. :

This is the way, Sir. 1f they decline we shall still proceed to move them.
I am sure they must give the grant, if .th't:y want to TImplement the Bhore
report. Therefore I never think of the possibility of refusal in the CircumstAmees.
And il the House is unanimous, I feel that Government of India uann.ot say
‘no’,_ I. think, Sir, if the Motion is moved and pressed for a division the
unammity may be lost, So I request the hon. Mover to withdraw his Motion.
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*Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : I do feel, Sir, that if the Motion
is pressed and carried the case will be strengthened. In the circumstances,
I press my Motion for division.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is:

“That the provision of Rs. 5.100 under Grant No. 18, Major head—38.
— Medical, Minor head —A.— Medical Establishment—(az)— Superintendence,
Sub-head—1.—Pay of officers, Detailed head—Personal Assistant, at page 97  --
of the Budget, be reduced by Rs. 100, i.e., the amount of the whole Grant &
of Rs. 15,10,200 do stand reduced by Rs. 100>

The Assembly divided.

Ayes—27
1. Maulavi Md. Abdullah. 16, Maulavi Mayeenud-Din Ahmed ‘
2. Khan Bahadur Maulavi Abual Chowdry.
Majid Ziaosh Shams. 17. Khan Sahib Maulavi Mudabbir
3. Maulavi Muhammad  Abul Hussain Chaudhuri.
.Kashem. :
4. Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury. 18. Mumtazul Muhaddisin Moulana
5. Maulavi Dewan Abdul Basith. Md. Mufazzal Hussain.
6. Maulavi Abdul Hamid. 19. Maulavi Munawwar Alu
7. Maulavi Abdul Khaleque Ahmed. | 99, Maulavi Nasir-ud-Din Ahmegd.
8. Maulavi Md. Abdul Latif. 21. Maulavi Md, Nazmal Haque_
9. Maulavi Dewan Abdur Rob 22. Khan Bahadur Maulavi Maham
Choudhury. med Roufique. _
10. Maulavi Syed Abdur Rouf. 23. Maulavi Saiyid Sir Muhammad.
11 Maulavi Md. Ali Haider Khan. Saadulla. '
12. Dr. Emran Husain Chaudhury. 24. Khan Bahadur Maulavi Sayidur
13. Maulavi M. Idris Ali. Rahman.
14. Maulavi Md. Mafiz Chowdbury. 25. Mr. G. Kydd. i
15. Ma i i i Mozum- 26. Dr. C. G. Terrell.
dl;liw Makabbir Ali 97, N Moty MAks
Noes—60 R
1. The Hon’ e Gopinath 12. Srijut Bepin Chandra Medhi.
Bardolci,b]e Srijut P 13. Sri_Jjut Bhadra Kapra Gogoi.
2. The Hon’hle Mr. Baidyanath 14. Babu Bidyapati Singha. i
Mookerjee. 15. Srijut Bijoy Chandra Bhagavati,
3. The Hon’ble Mr. Basanta Kumar 16. Srijut Bejoy Chandra Saikia. {
Das. 17. Srijut Bimalaprosad Chaliha.
4. 'The tlon’ble Srijut Bishnuram 18. Srijut Dandeswar Hazarika. :
Medhi. 19. Srijut Gauri Kanta Talukdar. »
5. The Hon’ble Srijut Ram Nath 20. Babu Gopesh Chandra Pal.
Das. : 21. Srijut Haladhar Bhuyan.
6. The Hon’ble Maulavi Abdul 22. Mr. Harendra Nath Sarma.
Matlib Mazumdar. 23, Srijut Hareswar Das.
1. The Hon’ble Rev. J.J.M. Nichols- 24. Srijut Harinarayon Batuah,
Roy. 25. Srijut Hem Chandra Hazarika,
8. Shri Abala Kanta Gupta. 26. Babu Jagat Bandhu Sircar.
9. Raja Ajit Narayan Dev of Sidli 27. Babu Jatindranath Bhadra.
10. Babu Akshay Kumar Das. 28. Babu Kamini Kumar Sen.
11. Srijut Beliram Das. 29. Babu Khagendra Nath Samaddar j

) L
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. Srijut Santosh Kumar Barua.

31. Srijut Mahendramohan Chou- 43. Srijut Sarat Chandra Sinha.
dhury. 45. Shri Satindra Mohan Dev.

32. Srijut Manisankar Basumatari. 46. Srijut Siddhi Nath Sarma.

33. Professor Nibaran Chandra 47, Babu Suresh Chandra Biswas.
Laskar. 3 48. Maulavi Abdur Rasheed.

34. Babu Nirendra Nath Dev. 49. Maulana Ibrahim Ali.

35. Srijut Omeo Kumar Das. 50. Mr. J. C. Horwood.

36. Mr. Prabhudayal Himatsingka. 51. Mr. E. S. Kaye.

37. Srijut Purandar Sarma. 52. Mr. R.'A. Palmer.
38. Srijut Purnananda Chetia. 53. Mr. A. Whittaker.

39. Babu Purnendu Kishore Sen . Mrs. Bonily Khongmen.
Gupta. 55. Srijut Chanoo Kheria.
40. B el T : 56. Srijut Daibir Singh Lohar.
a.l.J = Ral?mdm b 57. Srijut Dharanidhar Basumatari.
41. Srijut Rajendra Nath Barua. 58. Srijut Jiban Santal. L
42. Babu Ramesh Chandra Das 59. Srijut Karka Dalay Miri.
Choudhury. 60. Mr. Larsingh Khyriem.

The question was lost.

Dr. C. G. TERRELL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that the total
provision of Rs. 15,10.200 under Grant No. 18, Major head—38.—Medical, at
page 96 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs. 100, i. ., the amount of the whole
grant of Rs. 15,10,200 do stand reduced by Rs. 100.

_ I'will be as brief as possible. My object in moving this Cut Motion is to try
to interest all Members of this House in the Assam Nurses, Midwives and Health
Visitors’ Registration Act, 1944 and to bring to their notice the serious delay of
Government in fully implementing and carrying out of the provisions of this Act.

After very careful consideration, and with the full support of all Members
of the Assembly, this Bill was launched in 1943 and passed into Law in March
!944. Two years have elapsed and even now the Act is not fully functioning’;
in all respects, and unléss a stimulus is given, I greatly Tear that it will fall far
short of the hopes and expectations attached to it at its inception.

The Council was established by Government and held its first meeting in
March of last year, and a second meeting in August. At these meetin sgver
careful consideration was given to all ‘details connected with its functiog anc}{
by previous sanction of the Provincial Government, this included the fr;ming
of its rules and these were duly prepared and submitted to Government for
approval, together with its_first Budget. Alfter considerable delay rmost of the
rules were approved by Government _but I regret to inform the House that
those rules rclating to the financial recommendations, which the Council
was fully empowered to frame for approval of the Provincial Government, have
not been fully implemented. ) :

Enquiries at the office of the Medical Department in the Secretariat as
to the reason for this unnecessary delay and these restrictions gave me the
regrettable impression that this Act is looked upon as of very minor gim ortance
and ; that its Council cannot be considered in any parallel with tlE)e Assam
MEC_IIC?}I Council. It will, I am sure, be understood that it is impossible at the very
beg_mmng for any such organisation to stand on its own feet financially, and not
until thp Act is working smoothly and efficiently can a regular ir%::omc Fom
registration fees be 'expected. This was exactly the same in the case of the

Assam Medical Council i has to b idi
2 , which even now has to be subsidised ‘butions
from Government. by (conut



39¢ DEMANDS FOR GRANTS [23rD MAR.

It will, I think, be a surprise therefore to most Members to learn that the
Council’s request for an annual grant—to begin with of Rs. 1,000 only—has bcen
turned down, and only a sum of Rs. 500 sanctioned by Government for the
working of this Act for 1946, and even that qualified.

Other minor criticisms and restrictions have also been imposed in relation
to the Council’s other financial recommendations. For example, it was recom-
mended by the Council—for reasons of the very considerable amount of office
and clerical work required, at any rate for the first year or two, and for convenient
supervision by the President (the Inspector-General of Civil Hospitals). that the
Head clerk in the office of the Inspector-General of Civil Hospitals should, in
addition, take on the post of Registrar of the Nurses Council and be paid Rs. 40
per month. Government, however, have only approved the payment of Rs. 15
per month and I do not think it will be possible to find any one to undertake the
onerous and important work involved for such a meagre salary.

Again, a very qualified approval, or disapproval, is given by Government to
the Council’s natural recommendation that its members should receive the same
haItlpg- allowance and travelling allowance as paid to members of the Assam
Medical Council—the travelling allowance being the same as paid to hon.
Members of the Assembly. In their note this recommendation is described by
Government as ‘‘rather excessive”. Most of the members of this Council are
Lady doctors or senior Lady Hospital Matrons attached to Missionary institutions,
and have to travel long distances from all parts of the Province to attend the Coun-
cil meetings-—and as nominated individuals, to supervise examinations. As such, I
do not believe that the Members of this House will consider the Council’s recom-
mendations as excessive,- and hope early confirmation of these will ‘be forth-
coming,

I hope, Sir, to be excused for having given the House some details of
the pin-pricks and discouragements, that have been associated with the
launching of this Act, whereas the reverse had been expected I am sure that
the value of the legislation as provided for in the Act and the great need for the .
encouragement and a h;gher standard of training for the nursing Services in Assam,
is fully appreciated by all. In these days when every effort should be made to
assist in finding employment for personnel released from the services, it will T
think be of interest that the Assam Medical Council has taken® steps for the
classification of all ex-service nursing personnel—male and;ferale dj hose in
the highest category will immediately be eligible for registration an employ-
ment and those in other categories will be encouraged to complete thortraining,
with a view to carly registration. As a result we =2nticipate u_flthln a very few
years that with this ev-service personnel on the register and an increasing number
of nurses trained from recognised institusions, and passing out regularly, tl,le
Register will soon assume considerable proportions and adequate numbers will
be available for the medical services of Assam. ;

As such, I sincerely hope that this Act will receive the wholehearted interest
and support of all individual Members of this House and that Government will
see their way at an early date to encourage and support the Council of this
Act by fully endorsing its recommendations made within its framework.

Sir, before sitting down I would like to make one remark on a medical
-subject and to ask the Hon’ble Minister for Forest to excuse my correcting a
statement he made yesterday on the subject of the new anti-malaria drug
‘Paludrin’. He said that it was an American -product, whereas in fact it is
entirely British and was discovered by Imperial Chemical Co. England and is
being manufactured in a special laboratory set up in Scotland.

*The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: I thank the hon.

Member for the correction.

*Speech not corrected.
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Cut Motion moved : .

“That the'total provision of Rs. 15,10,200 under Grant No.18, Major head—
38.—Medical, at page 96 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs 100, i.c., the amount
of the whole grant of Rs. 15,10,200 do stand reduced by Rs. 100.* 7

Now thére is no time.  The Hon’ble Minister should reply.

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: I do not admit that there was
undue delay on the part of the Government in bringing the Act into operation.
Ithink it is known to many hon. Members of the House that some time
would be inevitably necessary to bring the provisions of an Act like this from the
date of passing the Bill. Assuming that there was some delay that cannot be
remedied at present. As regards the recommendation of the Inspector-General of
Civil Hospitals to some of the rules which are to be approved by the Government,
they were approved, of course, with certain modifications and direction to the
effect that when the Council-has been established, itis the duty of the Council
to administer the Act with minimum expense. This Government can only give
aid and see that it may run weéll. For the year 1945-46 Government granted
Rs. 2,500 and I think, at first Government granted Rs. 2,000 and very recently
they have granted Rs.500 more. If the Council cannot run with this amount
and if the Council comes up before the Government for further aid for the next
financial year Government will certainly consider their case sympathetically.
With this assurance, I hope, the hon. Mover will withdraw his Mction.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Does the hon. Mover press his Motion ?

Dr. C. G. TERRELL: I should like to thank the Hon’ble Minister for the
" assurance he has given and for the evident interest he is taking, in encouraging
the working of this Act. In view of this, I beg leave of the House, to withdraw
my Cut Motion. :

_ The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Has the hon. Member the leave of the House
to withdraw his Motion ? .

The Motion was, by the leave of the House, wi thdrawn.
> The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I now put the main Demand. The question
is:

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 15,10,200 be granted to defray the charges
which will come' in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st
1\-’[3!‘?[], 1947 for the administration of the head ‘38— Medical’ =3

T'he question was adopted.

GRANT No. 33.
(64-B—Civir. DEFENCE)

. The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: On the recommendation of
His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move that a sym not
exceeding Rs. 100 be granted to defray the charges which will come in the course
of payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1947 for the administra-
tion of the head ¢ 64-B.—-Civil Defence. "

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :, Motion moved :

o By R e exceeding Rs. 100 be granted to df:FraY the charges which
Will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31s¢ March,
1947 for the administration of head ‘64-B.—Civil Defence’ **,

e There is no Cut Motion under this Demand, I am now putting the ques-
The question is :

' "Phat- a sum not exceeding Rs. 100 be granted to defray the charges which
will come in the course of payment during the year ending ‘op the 31st March,
1947 for the administration of the head ‘64-B.—Civil Detence’ »,

The question was adopted.
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GRANT No. 35
(LoANs AND ADVANCES) r

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: On the recommendation: of
His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move thnt a sum not
exceeding Rs. 7,75,000 be granted to defray the charges which will come in_ the
course of payment during the year ending on the 31st.-March 1947 for the adminis-
tration of the head ¢‘Loans and Advances, etc.”

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved: .

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 7,75,000 be granted to defray the charges_
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st
March 1947 for the administration of the head ¢ Loans and Advances, etc.” ”’

There is no Cut Motion and so I am putting the question.

The question is:

. “That a sum not exceeding Rs. 7,715,000 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st
March 1947 for the administration of the head ‘Loans and Advances, ete.’”’

The question was adopted.

GRANT No. 9
(18 B AND 68B.—NAVIGATION, EMBANKMENT AND DRAINAGE WoRKS)

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : On the recommendation of
His Excellency, the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move that a sum not
exceeding Rs. 6,91.700 be granted to defray the charges which will come in the
course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1947 for the
administration of the head ¢18B and 68B.—Navigation, Embankment and
Drainage Works.”’

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 6,91,700 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on th_e §13t
March 1947 for the administration of the head ‘18B and 68B.—Navigation,
Embankment and Drainage Works,” ”’

There are four Cut Motions. Does any of the hon. Members propose to
move any Motion ?

N ;MQUIaVi SYED ABDUR ROUE: Sir, I propose to move my Cut Motion

No. 3.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Very well. 1,

*Maulavi SYED ABDUR ROUF: - That the provision of Rs. 3,24,708
under Grant No. 9, Major head—18B and 68B.—Navigation, Embankments and
Drainage Works, Minor head—18-B.—Navigation, Embankments and Drainage
Works financed from ordinary Revenues, Sub-head—A .—Works, at page 45 of
the Budget, be reduced by Rs. 100,7.c.. the amount of the whole grant of
Rs. 6,91,700 do stand reduced by Rs. 100.

My object is to draw the attention of the Government towards the imperative
necessity of erecting bunds on the banks of Beki river in Barpeta Subdivision to
avert the effects - of flood.

. To the north of the Barpeta Subdivision below the Bhutan Hills the Manas
river was running from east to west. On its way towards the west it found two
outlets on the left bank—the source of Beki and of Maramanas. The main
current however ran through Jia-Manas. But for all that Beki was never a meek
river. Again and again it refused to submit to the authority of the Railway
Department and washed away the bridge-pillars nailed to its heart. The Engi-
neers of the Railway Department were not however prepared to admit defeat in
the game of wits and they practically stopped the source of Beki by erecting a
bund. This resulted in a counter move by Beki in finding out a new source

*Speech not corrected.
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just near that of Maramanas. In 1943 a small char appeared to the east of
Maramanas source—Maramanas had to give way to the new source and as a
result Beki bas again come out this time more furious and devastating than she
was at any time during the last 100 years.

Sir, you know Barnagar is a historically important place and it has played a
very important part in the history of Assam for the last 600 years. The Beki
flows through this Barnagar circle. For the last few years this river has been
eroding away villages after villages and throwing sands on others on its bank
making those villages unfit for cultivation. Over and asove that every year the
river finds out some Dhalas or current courses towards the cast and south-cast.
Two or three of these current courses have been destroying the crops of villages
in Barpeta Subdivision for the last two years. . One or two bunds on the left bank
of the river can in my opinion save our Subdivision to a great extent. The cost
will be small a1 d I can assure the Government that in any undcrtaking of the
kind fullest public co-operation will be forthcoming.

My Friend Maulavi Abdul Hai suggests In a separate Cut Motion that 2
Committee should be constituted to examin: the question, a good ideas indecd,
but T want that early steps should be taken to save the Subdivision of Barpeta from
the annual revages of Beki-floods. :

With these words, Sir, I commend my Motlon to the acceptance of the
House. .

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Cut Motion moved :

/. “That the provision of Rs. 3,24,708 under Grant No. 9, Major head—18B
and 68B.—Navigation, Embankments and Drainage Works, Minor
head—18B.—Navigation, Embankments and Drainage - Works financed from
ordinary Revenues, Sub-head—A.—Works, at page 45 of the Budget, be reduced
by Rs.100, 7.c., the amount of the whale grant of Rs. 6,91,700 dq stand reduced
by Rs. 100.” ;

The Hon’ble Rev J J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Sir, the hon, Member has
described about the change of the courses of two rivers. The Public Works
Department and the Embankment Department do not seem to have any know-
ledge of this locality and we have nothing in the file to k_now about the conditi
of these rivers and their banks. We will however examine the question, g

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Does the hon. Member press his Motion
*Maulavi SYED ABDUR ROUF: May I know whe}

: i Sir ? 1er Governy,
make an enquiry into the matter this year, Sir i ‘

ent  will
The Hon’ble Rev. J.J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Yes, Sir, if possib]
*Maulavi SYED ABDUR ROUF: After getting the assm;n S
Hon’ble Minister, I beg leave of the House to withdraw my I\’IOtio; Ice from the
‘The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Has the hon, Member
House to withdraw the Motion ?
The Motion was, by the lrave of the House, withdy
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Then I am
The question is:
“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 6,91,700 be granted to def;
which will come in the course of payment during the year e d‘_a‘f the charges
March 1947 for the administration of the head ‘18R andn Ing on the 31st
Embankments and Drainage Works.” . 08B
The question was adopted.

got leave of the

awn,
bu i
putting the majp question.

.—Navigation,

*Speech not corrected.
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GRANT No. 29
(56.—STATIONERY AND PRINTING.)

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: On the recommendation of
His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move that a sum not
exceeding Rs. 5,07,800 be granted to defray the charges which will come in the
course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March, 1947 for the
administration of the head ¢“56.—Stationery and Printing.” :

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :

. “That a sum not exceeding Rs.5,07,800 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 3lst
March 1947 for the administration of the head ‘56.—Stationery and Printing.’ »

There is one Cut Motion. :

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to
move that the total provision of Rs 5,07,800 under Grant No 29,. Major head—
56.—Stationery and Printing, at page 142 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs.100,
i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.5,07,800 do stand reduced by Rs.100.

My object is to criticise Government for not (a) reducing the working hours of
the Press by one hour towards the evening, (b) for not creating a distinct grade of
Readers and (o) for not reviving the post of the Head Reader in the Press,

Sir, in my opinion the Government Press here is a “very much neglected
Department although'it is as old as the Secretariat. From its very start right up
to 1932 the employees appeared to be satisfied with their conditions of work,
with their holidays, with pay, etc. What with the usually high cost of living and
what with the climatic -~ conditions of Shillong they were allowed ™ Jegg
working hours and other amenitics. But afier 1932 the  working
period was increased by two more hours. The ~Government grante
them three advance increments which mcyged n thc§r pay in course of three
years. The employees were naturally not sat1sﬁcd.‘ ThlS resulted in vigorous
agitation on the part of the' employces whose Association sent deputation after
deputation toGovernment in order to revive the old system of holidays and working
hours. As a result of this agitation the Government reduced their working  hoyyg
by only one hour. That did not satisly the employees and agitation went op,
On account of Government’s indifference to the hcalt.h of the cmployﬁcs_ and on
account of the hardships suffered by them, .the “‘ahsen.tee statements’ increased
considerably with increased death rates and invalid pensions. Quite a la;‘gc num-
ber of employees died before they could earn their pension. Also, Sir, some
of the employees have got to walk long distances in order to come to the office,
Some of them cover as long a distance as five miles, living as they do, outside the
Municipal area. They come at ten o’clock in the morning and leave work at six
in the evening. By the time they leave vyork in t}}a evening it is already dark apq
they hardly find any time to look to th_eu: domcstlc'ne_eds. So, I urge upon Goy-
ernment to consider the question of reducing the working hours by one hour, The
Government have got to consider the fact that elsewhere the employees have ot
quAarters, the climatic condition in which they work is more favourable ang the
cost of living cheaper. 4 :

The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: Sir, one matter is to he dis
cussed by a Cut Motion. The hon. Member has put down as many gag thice
matters in his Motion. Is it permissible ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Since the hon. Member is new to this
1 shall permit him on this occasion.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: Thank you, Sir. I am, [ike
many others, quite new to this House and have had no time as yet to learn and
understand the rules and regulations of the House.

House
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The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS : Ignorance of law is not
a plea.

2 The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : That is so.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY : Sir, in cvery other Government
Press there is a distinct grade of Readers who are academically advanced people.
Many of them are Graduates and Intermediates. On them rests the great respon-
sibility of correct printing. But unfortunate]y the pay paid 1o them is very low
here. For the information of the hon. Members of this House I should like to
read out some lines from the Handbook of Government of India Presses in order to
show the position enjoyed by the Readers of the Calcutta Press. It is surprising
to see that Government revised the scale of junior Readers from Rs.60—4—g0 to
Rs.50—4—90-—5—120 per raensem without simulraneously revising the scale of
the senior Readers. There in the Calcutta Press the Head Reader is
on  Rs. 350—10—400 per mensem % two Senior Readers on Rs. 300—
10—350 ; seven Readers on Rs. 200—10—2 50 ; eight Readers on Rs.160—
10—200 and ecight Readers on Rs. 100—8 —150 Per mensem. Therefore
it stands to reason that Government should think over the Position of
Readers in the Government Press here, and I would request Government to
create a distinct grade of Readers here. ) ]

Lastly, Sir, I would take up the question of the Head Reader. There is no
Head Reader here, although_lp every other Govern{nent Press, there is 2 Head
Reader and he has responsibility connccted_\ylth revision of Proofs, supervision,
apportioning tasks to proper persons expeditious submission of proofs, etc. In
view of the responsibility of tl'w Head Reader I think the post of » Head Reader
should be created here. In this connection I should like tq read out what the
Handbook of Governinent of India I"'re_s.ses states regarding the responsibility of the
Head Read e B <The Hiza_d Rcader'ls in cha(gc of, and exercise general supervi-
sion, over the reading section. He is responsible for the efﬁciency of the section
and should see that the Readers and IEVISErs are given work in Proportion to their
pay as far as possible. He should attend to clean sheets, solve queries, sign all
outturn sheets of Readers_ and revisers and watch that proofs are not delayed but
returned to sections expeditiously, He should read proofs when time permits. He
is also responsible for the general good conduct of the section and shoulq atten.d to
trials of prospective Readers and Copy-holders when vacancies are filjeq up.”’

In view of this, and in view also of the fact that the employees of the G(.)vern-
ment Press have got an Association, registered as a Trade Union, which can a¢ any
moment take some serious Steps as are being taken by thejr . fellow employees in
Bombay and Calcutta PI‘&?SSCS., I would like th.e Government to scriously consider
their position and the desirability of the creation of 5 Post of Heaq Reader

I would therefore urge upon the Government to  appoint a Comrr;itt f
Enquiry in order to investigate the causes of increased death rolls, absf:it:e

statements and invalid pensions; .
I hope, Sir, that the grievances which T have voiced here havye not fallen on
rs. 3
deaf%illlc Mo bl SPEAKEI[{R 50(1)11: é\dotion moved ;

“That the total provision of Rs 5,07,800 under Grant N, Maj
56.——S'£1tioner}' and Printing, at page 142 of the Budget, bc\liisfli’ceéwijorlgeal%g
i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.5,07,800 do stand reduceqd ¥{ ISOO !

" The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: My, Speak 4 Sé .
hon. Mover has discussed three points by this Cut Motion. PR

The first point is that the working hours of the Assam G
s ol red_uCCd by one hour towards evening. Now
working hours are 45 in a week; that meang 7% hours per day,
i hotl{s of work are given as 54 per week. (The Hon’ble the
is the maximum). Yes, Sir. I do not know whether these Jo;

Overnment Press
Iry the present
nder the Factory
Speaker: That
1g hours of work
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that are required to be put in by our employees in the Government Press are
affecting their health or mot. My hon. Friend has described the effects of this
on the health of the workers in his spcech, T shall certainly look into that matter
and see what can be done.

Then with regard to second point, Sir, about the creation of distinct grades of
Readers. I do not exactly follow what he means by this. But I may tell the hon.
Member that there are already two grades, one is a senior grade and the other a
junior grade. The scale of senior grade formerly was Rs.80—5—170 and the present
one is Rs. 80—5—150. The scale of the junior grade is Rs. 50—4—90—5—120,

Now the hon. Member has zlso urged for the appointment of a Head Reader.
So far as Assam Government Press is concerned it has been realised by the
Government the necessity - of reviving the post, because the duty of supervision
of distribution of work is with the Superintendent, The senior Reader also gets
a monthly allowance of Rs. 20. I may tell the hon. Members however that I am
at present dealing with a file relating to a representation from the Press workers.
That representation has been pending for long from the time of thelate Govern-
ment. I am going to consider the grievances put forward therein’ by the Press
workers. Beyond this I think need not say anything more. I shall carefully exa-
mine the grievences of the Press workers and see what I can do to remove them,

- Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY : In view of the assurance given by
the' Hon’ble Minister in-charge that he would consider the grievances of the
Press workers sympathetically I beg leave of the House to withdraw my Motion

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Has the hon. Member the leave of the House
to withdraw-his Motion ?

The Motion was, by the leave of the House, withdrawn.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is:

«“That a sum not exceeding Rs.5,07,800 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 315t
March 1947 for the administration of the head ¢56.—Stationery and Printing?,»

The question was adopted. :

- GRANT No. 4.
(9.—Stamps) -
- The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: On the recommendation of
His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move that a sum not exceed.
ing Rs. 62,000 be granted to defray the charges which will come in the course of
payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1947 for the administration
of the head ¢9.—Stamps”.

+ The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Mofion moved:

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 62,000 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 3]st
March, 1947 for the administration of the head ‘9 —Stamps’ *’.

As there is no Cut Motion under this Demand I am putting the question

The question is: '

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 62,000 be granted to defray the charge
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 3}3'1:
March, 1947 for the administration of the head ¢9.—Stamps’ * :

The question was adopted.

The A ADJOURNMENT

e Assembly was then adjourned till 11 a. M. on Monda

March, 1946, f ! Y, the 25¢
SO ' A. K. BARUA,

The May 1946.

Secratary, Legislative ASSemb{y, Assw
A'G.P. ((L.A.)No.13—118—14-5-1946.
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