Proceedings of the First Session
Assembly assembled under the P
Act, 1935

of the Second Assam Legislative
rovisions of the Government of India

The Assembly met in the Assem},ly Chamber, Shillong, at 2 p.m. on Friday
the 15th March, 1946 .

PrEsENT

The Hon’ble Mr. Debeswar  Szymah, Speaker, in - the

Chair, the seven
Hon’ble Ministers and 94 Members,

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE

The following Member was sworn in :—
1. Maulavi Md. Ali Haidar Khan.

Y
X
——

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

STARRED QUESTIONS
(To which oral answers were given.)

Various posis created in different Departments since April, 1937
Srijut GAURT KANTA TALUKDAR asked :

*1. Will Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement of the various
. Posts created in the different Departments of Government in the Province with
salaries starting from Rs.250 per mensem upwards, year by year since A.prll, 191?7;
up to the time of assumption of office by the present Congress I\Imlsgry (with
particulars as regards the designation of the posts, DCD{ll'thnt_; to which thC);_
elong, names of the first occupant of the posts, date of his appointment, scale 0

pay and nature of the posts whether permanent or temporary in each
case) ? ;

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI replicd :

1.—The information in respect of posts that are still continuing is being

collected. Tt may take time and the particulars may not be available during
this Session of the Assembly,

Srijut GAURT KANTA TALUKDAR : Will Government be pleased to lay
on the table the statement asked for during the next Session of the Assembly ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: If the particulars would be
'avl? ilable by the time we would have no objection to supply the materials
asked for. '
. Srijut GAURT KANTA TALUKDAR : Will Government be pleased to put
pressure upon the Departments concerned so that all those particulars could be
made ready before the next Session of the Assembly ? : :

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI :© My hon. Friend will be glad
to know that before we received his Question we asked for those particulars in
some other connection. So those particulars will be supplied to the hon. Mem-
ber as soon as they will be available.
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

(To which answers were laid on the table.)

Establishment of Pouliry Farms
Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked:

18. -(@) Will Government be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the
Government are contemplating to start some poultry farms in the Province in the
near future ?

(6) Are Government
extensively by a large number o
methods ? i .

(¢) Are Government aware that Nalbari will prove to be one of the
fittest localities for establishing a model poultry farm ? .

(d) If so, do Government/ propose to start a model poultry farm in a
suitable place near about Nalbari and thereby spread knowledge of sound poultry

rearing amongst the ignorant villagers ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR.  replied :

18. (a)—Yes at Gauhati, Dibrugarh and Silchar.
(6)—Yes.
(0)—No. . R
(d)—Government will examine t_he suggestmn’ contained.

Mr. W. D. RUTHERFURD: Will the Hon b!e Minister-in-charge be

pleased to state whether the circular was issued regarding poultry farms as was
promised by Government during the last Session of the Assembly on a Cut Motion

moved by Mr. M ? e
_ThcyHog’bleogiiulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR: Thisis a new

i i i ice of it.
Q“esimh?;i:i azlggéiqlgffRnIOthHAUDHURY: Sir, as regards 18(c), the Ques.
tion was “Are Government aware that Nalbari W,ljll prove to be oneof the
fittest localities for establishing a model poultry farm” and the answer pgwwhls
“No”. May we know what are the reasons for Government to say SO I at
are th ? .

Tilg:alflzsn’blc Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : It is yet to be
ascertained whether Nalbari will prc':ve to be one gf the f.itt.CSt local:glcs. The
possibility has yet got to be examined. Unless that is done it 1s not possible to say
whether this station would be one of the fittest ones.

e Maulavi ABDUL HAMID: May we know, Sir, why Sylhet cannot be one
of the fittest stations without examining the possibility of being so and as such
how the answer can be said with a definite ‘No’ ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : Government are

not aware of this possibility. y
#*Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : May I know what was the basig

for selecting the three places for poultry farms ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : That was on the

advice of the expert of the Department. ; ‘
*Mr, P. M. SARWAN: May I know, Sir, why are not the poultry farms

established in the typical rural areas ?
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : That Question does not arise in this connec-

tion.

aware that poultry rearing is being carried on
f villagers in the Nalbari Circle on old and crude

*Speech not corrected.
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*Maulavi ABDUT, BARI CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble Minister take
it from me that there are no poultry experts in Assam ? :

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : I have no
knowledge, Sir, ' :

* Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM: In view of that, Sir, how
does the Hon’ble Minigter take advice of the expert ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : I mean the
Departmental Head as the expert as he administers the Department.

Process-servers

Srijut GAURT KANTA TALUKDAR asked:
19. (a) Will_ Government be pleased to state whether the Process-servers get
free medical service from Government doctors ?
(%) If not, do Government propose to give them this privilege ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS replied :
19. (¢)—VYes, :

(6)—Does not arise,

Estal;]ishment of Libraries for Tols

Srijut GAURT KANTA TALUKDAR asked :

20. (a) Are Govern in 7ols of the Provi
2 ment aware that students in Zols of the Province are
very much_ handlcapped in their studies for want of suitable and helpful books in
their libraries ? ;

(b) Are Government aware that most of these Zols have no libraries
worth the name for wapy of funds ? :

(¢) Wil Government be pleased to state ‘whether they have received a
copy of a Resolution unanimously adopted by the Assam Sanskrit Samiti (Assam
Sanskrit Association) iy their 12th Conference held at the Kamakhya Dham on
16th December 1945 réquesting the Government for a non-recurring grant of

Rs. 2,000 to l?e (?istributed amongst those Tols recognised by the Assam Sanskrit
Board for enriching theiy libraries ?

(d) Do Government pro to provide the Tols with adequate funds for
building up librarjes helpful foxl?l;hgots:achgs and the taught alike ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI replied :

20. (a) & (b)—
gc))—-N(o.) Yes.

(d)—The question of provision for a non-recurring grant to the Assam

Sansl.crit Board for the Purpose of giving library grants to the deserving affiliated
Tols is under consideration of Government.

Re Post-Sastri Examination

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked :

21. (a) Will Government be pleased to state whether they have received a
copy of a Resolution unanimously adopted ‘by the Assam-Sanskrit Samiti (Assam
Sanskrit Association) in the.xr 12th Conference held at the Kamakhya Dham on
16th Deceml:gcr 1945 requesting the Government to devise ways and means to hold
a Post-Sastri Examination to be called “Acharya Examination’ with a view to
encourage research work and higher studies in Sanskrit ?

*Speech not corrected,
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(6) Ifso,do G 53 .
s ear)ly e gvernment propose to accept the proposal and give effect

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATEH BARDOLOI replied :

21. (a)—Not yet.
(4)—Does not arise. -

Publication of the book Britta Manjari”

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked :

;?.2. Will Government be pleased to refer to the assurance given by the then
Hon ble. Premier at page 1041 of the Assembly Debates of 19th March, 1940 in
connection with the Cut Motion moved by the Questioner under ¢47.—Miscel-
laneous Departments > urging upon the Government to publish at Government
cost the monumental work on Sanskrit prosody of " the late Mahamohopadhyaya

Dhireswar Acharya called ** 3% g7y > (Britta Manjari) and state—
(@) What steps have been taken by them to implement the said

assurance .
I of editing the said book has been finished and

(b) (¢) Whether the wor .
(i) whether it is ready for being sent to the press for printing

now ? ,
() Whether anybody has been entrusted with the task of editing the

said book ?

(d) If so, to whom ? .

(¢) Whether it is a fact that the Kamrupa Anusandhan Samiti by its
Resolution, dated 929th July 1932, informed the Director of Public
Instruction, Assam in reply to his Memo. No.11847-E., dated the
16th June 1932 that the work of editing the said book might be
entrusted to Srijut Dibakar Goswami, M.A., B.L:, and Pandit Gaug
Datta Misra, Vidyabhushan jointly, both of whom had agreed tq

undertake the work?
(f) If so, whether that suggest
(g) If not, why not ?
(%) Whether it is a fact tha

ion has been accepted ?

¢ the said Pandit Gauri Datta Misra by hig
letter, dated 15th September 1945 reminded theé then Hon’ble
Education Minister about the Hon’ble Premier’s aforesaiq
assurance and the Kamrupa Anusandhan Samiti’s suggestion and
offered his services to edit the book with Srijut Dibakar Goswamji?

(i) Whether Government 2re aware that the said Srijut Dibakay
Goswami and Pandit Gauridatta Misra are members of the

. Assam Sanskrit Board ?
(7) With whom the manuscript of the said book is lying at present ?

(k) Whether Government propose to take necessary Steps to get th
book published without further delay ? &

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOTI replied :
22., (@)—There is a scheme for provision of funds for publication of ¢By
Manjari’ and the scheme will be considered after the Budget Session. g
(b) (¢)—No. ‘
(i1)—No.
(¢)—No.

4 N
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(d)—Does not arise,
(e)—Yes.

(f )—The suggestion will be considered if and when funds are provided
for the purpose- : ;

(¢)—Does not arise.

(k)—VYes.

({)—Yes. .

(7)—The Honorary Director of Historical and Antiquarian Studies.

(k)—The hon. Member is referred t> the reply to («) above.
.. “Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: As regards Question No.22(e),
Slr,‘wa GOVCI‘I‘![D(.?’nf b_c pleased to state whether they -have not decided to get
the ‘Britta Manjari® edited by these gentlemen as recommended by the Kamrupa
Anusandhan Samity ? :

*The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: The reply has already
been given that it will be done so as soon as funds will be available. :

Provincialisa‘ion of Dhubri Charitable Dispensary

Khan Bahadur Maulavyi ABUAL MA]JID ZIAOSH SHAMS asked :
23. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) Whej:hcr they propose to provincialise the Dhubri Charitable
dispensary ? : g
(b) If so, whep ?

The Hon’ble Srijur RAMNATH DAS replied :

23. (a)—VYes.
(6)—In the Five-Year Pos{-War Plan.

*Khan Bahadur Maulavi ABUAL MAJID ZIAOSH SHAMS: May I
know, Sir, how many dispensaries in the Province are going to be provincialised ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS : Isthat not a new Question, Sir ?
I want notice of it. J

_*Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : May I know, Sir, whether there
are more dispensaries for inclusion in the Five-Year Post-War Plan ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER - That is a new question. This question
relates to one charitable dispensary only

*MnuIaVJ_ABDUL HAMID .. Does' not the Question arise because in the
reply to Question No.23(b) there i mention of Five-Year Post-War Plan ? He
ought tO_bC In @ pOsition to say the names of all the dispensaries to be provincia-
lised.

The Howble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: Sir, I can give him ‘that informa-
tion, although it does not arise, All the district headquarters hospitals are
included in the Post-War Plan to be provincialised.

#Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM : The Hon’ble Finance Minister
in his Budget speech said that the Post-War Schemes are not yet complete. How
can the Hon’ble Medical Minister say that Dhubri dispensary is included in the
Post- War Plan ?

_ The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: Thatis a new Question, Sir. I do
not like to add anything to what I have said.

P

#Speech not corrected,
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Project of linking Beanibazar and Jaldhup with the S. T. Road
Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA asked :

24. Will Government be pleased to state— : b :

(a) Whether they propose to take up the project of linking Beanibazar
and Jaldhup with the S. T. Road by a new road from Mewa
(Karimganj) ?

(b) If so, when ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J.J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied: -

24, (@)—Not at present.
(b)—In the next programme.

Award of.stipends for education abroad
Maulavi MUHAMMAD ABUL KASHEM asked :

Vi ' t be pleased to state— - . :
= g)lu\f\(f}}?;tf;ngmmu};al ratio will be observed in awarding stipends for

education abroad under the Post-War Reconstruction Scheme ?

(b) If so, whether valley question will be given dué¢ consideration in

i e?
(¢) IF \iﬁgd::g;hti safll;[; above is in the affirmative; whether Government

propose to give preference to the candidates of Goalpara district in
consideration of its backwardness ?

. The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE replied :

i with the academic qualifications
25. (a) & (b)—VYes, so far as candidates ‘with t :
desired I(ay) thé )Ccntral Government, namely, a first class Master’s degree, are

available from various communities in the two valleys. ot :
(¢)—Distribution of scholarships cannot obviously be on a district basis,

but a deserving candidate wi}l receive due consideration from whatever place he
co : :
m?ksMaulavi ABDUL HAMID: May I point out, Sir, that the na’me of the
Questioner has been put as <Abul Kashem’, it ought to be ‘Abul Kasem’.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Assembly office will take note of it.

General discussion of the Budget

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Now, we shall resume Budget discussion.
Today, as many as eleven hon. Members from the Muslim League Party and four
hon. Members from the Congress Party want to take part. We have got approxi-
mately 105 minutes and fifteen Members to take part. Today I propose to fix time
limit for each hon. Member who desires to speak. It will be approximately
seven minutes for each hon. Member. - i

#*Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : Will it be possible to give at
least ten minutes, Sir ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER . I cannot on the face of it, unless some hon.
Members withdraw their names from the list of those speaking, in which case
we can allot ten minutes to each Member taking part.

*Speech not corrected,
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Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: I think,
my name has been included. I am not going to speak today and my time may
be given to the Deputy Leader of our Party. ; s

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Iam afraid, I cannot give it that way.
One hon. Member cannot ask his time to be allotted to another friend of his but I
will see that when some hon. Members take up important subjects I will relax
this rule.

I now call upon Khan Sahib Maulavi Nurul Hossain Khan. ,

*Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: As the Deputy Leader of the
Muslim League Party was not in this House for nine years, he may be given more
time than others.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Yesterday, some of the hon. Members used
certain words in their speeches which are not strictly parhamel‘ltg\ry, such as,
deliberate lies and also made other statements which touches religious  suscepti-
bility of certain community. I hope, hon. Members will agree that this is neither
proper nor adds to the dignity of the House and a high level of the debate. T
did not interrupt yesterday because it might disturb the flow of a manuscript
speech. I request the hon. Members not to indulge in expressions which _might
wound the feeling of other hon. Members and which are not consistent with the
dignity of the House. :

: Khan Sahib Maulavi NURUL HOSSAIN KHAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir,
the Budget for 1946-47 presented by the Hon’ble Finance Minister appears to -
be a very stereotyped one. I do not see any special feature in it. It is difficult
to understand why the Hon’ble the Finance Minister has described the Budget
as a surplus one, though on his own admission the Budget is a deficit one to the
extent of about 30 lakhs of rupees. ol

This is the first Post-War Budget before the Assam Legislative Assemblx.

During the war the people of the Province suffered terribly anlcz when' the war is
over they naturally expected that the Governmcntl would tal € krl}easures which
would go to ameliorate their condition. But alas ! WI;.CI; Vs h°° into the Budget
we do not find anything hopeful in it. It brings no relie tOdF € people. Having
presented the Budget the Hon’ble Finance Minister cannot ownTany. responsi-
bility for it. Itisa pity that we look in vain for any measures whatsoever for
improving the condition of the suffering people in the countryside.
, Sir, Agriculture is the present key-industry 1n the I_’rov.mc? of Assam, on
which about 95 per cent. of the people depend for . ghmr 11"511}10_0(?1 .- But there
is hardly any attempt at improving the condition of agri culture. The
Agricultural Department is full of officers, but their actual work in the field is
more or less negligible.  On account of abnormal rise in the prices of consumer
goods and all articles of food-stuffs, other than rice and paddy, the cultivators
find it difficult to make their two ends meet.

Both labour and cattle are dear, so much so that the cultivators do not find
it always possible to grow paddy in their lands as the p.rice of paddy does not
cover even the expenses of cultivation. I come from Baniyachong which is well
known for abundant production of paddy and I know personally that last year
many cultivators were compelled to keep their lands fallow and waste.

To add to the difficulties of the poor cultivators, it is found that paddy fields
are swept away by water-hyacinth. The Water-Hyacinth Act intended for
stopping propagation of this scourge is practically a dead letter. For this reason,
it is necessary that the Government should take immediate steps for erecting
bunds in places where they are found necessary.

In low-lying areas the chances of amon c¢rops have become very uncertain
on account of flood and ravages of water-hyacinth. It is therefore necessary that
attempts should be made to increase boro growing areas, but in many places
cultivators cannot grow boro crop for want of water. This is an urgent matter
for the Irrigation Department to look to. Small streamlets and canals, which

4
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have silted up, should be re-excavated to ensure a regular flow of water in boro
areas. Wherever necessary water should be provided with the help of power
pump to convert amon lands into boro areas. Unless these things are attended
to, no amount of research work by the research officers in the Agriculture Depart-
ment or appointing higher officers at the top will have any influence in improving

cither the condition of the cultivators or increasing thr.: production of food stufls
in the country which both the Central and the Provincial Governments have so

ml?ﬁt heart.

/Establishment of State Agricultural Banks in important rural centres for
supply of money at cheap interest to the cultivators is essentially necessary
Co-operative Banks will not do. Because of the principle of joint responsibility
involved, people are shy of taking help from these Banks. There may be
difficultios in the way, but if Government are really serious in helping] the
cultivators they have to do it.

Another subject which is vitally connected with the uplift of the country as

_ a whole is the enforcement of free and compulsory primary education throughout
the Province. While there is a strong rumour that Government wish to proceed
with the establishment of a University in Assam, there is no mention of anything
about primary education in the Budget specch of the Hon’ble  Finance Minister:.
Government previously passed an Actin 1926 in which Government pledged
themselves to pay two-thirds of the cost, provided the people agreed to pay one-
third for introducing free and compulsory primary cducation in any arca.

According to that scheme the Habiganj Local Board twice submitted schemes for °

introducing compulsory primary education at Baniyachong, but Government made
no response whatsoever. If the present Government have really the good of the,
people at heart they should- forthwith proceed with the introduction of compulsory
primary education in the country. When peoplt_a of Baniyachong have shown so
much eagerness for compulsory primary f_:ducatmn, I ?vou]c‘l respectfully appeal
to Government to start compulsory primary education in that village as an
experimental measure. 1t has a compact ared of six square miles with a popula-
tion of 40,000 souls, the largest number of population of any village in the
world,

y overnment have started two Women’s Colleges at Gauhati and Sylhet,
In a Province like Assam where 93 per cent. of the people are illiterate and
steep in ignorance, it is a luxury to spend money on Women’s Colleges. T
think Government would have served the country better by spending the money
on compulsory primary education than on these two Colleges.

The pay of the poor Lower Primary Scheol - teachers remains the same as
it was quarter of a century back. They begin with Rs. 12 per month and get the
same even after fifteen years of service. Since November 1944, they are getting
dearness allowance of Rs. 8 per month but this is not enough. Even this is a
temporary measure for war time only. A Chaprasi of a Government office gets
Rs.20 or so 2 month and also free ration. But alas I a poor Lower Primary School
teacher gets much less than that. Are We to understand that the value of services
of a Lower Primary School teacher is less than that of a;Chaprasi. The result is thalt
these ill-fed and ill-clad Lower Primary SCh_OOI teachers cannot devote their full
time and energy for the education of the children placed under their charge T?
children whom we leok upon as_the future hopes of the country and o%r. ey
and support in our old age are thus neglected and it appears that Gover plop.
are altogether indifferent to this state of affairs, If' Government S
implement the unanimous Resolution of the Assembly for giving R CZE i
monthly pay of these teachers they should at least make this Rg, 20 o 1 'Si o
are gi':tlt;ing a}.)t present as their recurring and permanent pay, 2 pICHEhey

ave been a member of the Habiganj Local Board for the Jast 20 vears or
more and at present I am its Chaumap. I know from personal experignce the

3
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miserable condition of the Local Board school buildings and furniture. For
want of benches in most of the schools, boys and girls are made to sit on planks
and bamboos placed on the carth. The defects have to be removed. The
charge of imparting primary education has been left to the Local Boards but
they are not provided with sufficient funds for mecting the growing demands of
cducation. If “Government are really anxious to spread primary education
in the country they should either provide adequate funds to the Local Boards or
take up the work in their own hands. : -
Sir, Baniyachong is my native village. - It is the biggest village in the world.
It had a population of forty-five thousand, but the scourge of malaria epidemic
which broke out in April 1942 took a heavy toll of human lives and swept away
about 12 or 13 thousand souls. Baniyachong once a seat of afluence, prosperity
and happiness has now put on the dismal appearance of a deserted village. Doors
of many a family have been closed as the members fell victim to the ruthless
‘ malady. The-then Prime Minister Maulavi Saiyid Sir Muhammad Saadulla with
his Colleagues Khan Sahib Maulavi = Mudabbir Hussiin Chaudhuri
and Miss Mavis Dunn very kindly visited the village in December 1942. The then

Speaker and now Home Minister the Honb’le Mr. B. K. Das 'and Hon’ble Mr.
Baidyanath Mooker

jee also visited this unfortunate land and saw with their
own eyes the untold miseries and’ sufferings  of the people caused by malaria.
His Excellency Sir Andrew Clow and Lady Clow were gracious enough to visit
the village ‘about 15 months back to personally acquaint  themselves with - the
sufferings of the people and His Excellency was pleased to promise the establish-
ment of a permanent Government Hospital with at least 25 beds-at Baniyachong.
I, on behalf of the people of Baniyachong, gratefully acknowledge that the
Government did their best to combat the fell discase and to give relief to the
p?,c_)ple. On_ly recently the Inspector General of Civil Hospitals, Colonel Bhatia
visited the village and saw jts present condition. Malaria is still lingering in
the village. For some time past a large number of persons are
Kala-azar. It appears to be the after-effect of ralaria,
A i o o war oy G o B, o0 e malady from the
: 2 s llage requires reconstruction and rehabilitation
for which Government may kindly ta%e eacf‘ly and necessary steps. e

Sir, as an old member and Chairman of the Habioan; z
personally know under what difficulties the Local ]3oard:si ;r;'znlruioca'll‘heBm:z?ﬁti
given to the Local Boards under different head : - g
S R vt (e e s lcads are quite inadequate and
mm; 1cua'nk, w:ﬁ 1 _tdle zesi?lt that Local Boards caunot undertake any original and
Uuseliul work. esides the 2 > . e,
Government are really anxious to do ) ltI;A)CI.;Iil ’ heav}y I;lab1l1t11c:5.h I{f
Bod;g It,llg Incumbent on them to m rants to IEI?::PLz tl I]?ug(li s

; ca 8.
has agfighasnéﬂigllmﬁa? Stagooctore s the biggest village in the world. It
S Primar,y anodlcei\dti?ltci?n,a Sub-Registrars office, a Dispensary, a number
had- the privilege of havi € sc nd several zemindary kuicheries. It
Bt B i 0% ag oﬂa:vmgba' telegraph office for the last 40 or 50 years ;
aveavnithdmmiiin techg(i'{:i.ph “é!{%::f;gféfafh tl’lle Police Station, Government

: he last two i i

tanc whieh . avadable Sy eduet Government o acquing a. oer of
and ’restore the ‘telég:;‘a;h ng?gcf;hc tP(Emc' Sy, construct necessary buildings
el Horbleiithe SPEAKEE_ : ;;Inyachong without any loss of time.
in respect of one point ? sense of the House

: It will be found that ; i .
to say in the last” Assembly, manuser: that in previous Sessions, that is
F S v Vs Nuseript speeches

But all the same, they
some have come fresh

suffering from
I would request
om the wvillage.

ake sufficient g
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are sometimes so incorrectly reported in my experience that unless you get
sufficiently good reporters type-written speeches will be necessary.

Maulavi ABDUL HAMID: Sir, may I point out to you onc dlfﬁcu‘lty ?
The Hon’ble Government Members on the other side will not be in a
position to give replies. s g

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: I quite appreciate. But the dlﬂicu_lty is
with regard to time. One cannot cut down a portion when he is reading a
manuscript. b

*Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Sir, according to rule, I do not think,

~ written speeches can be taken as read. ¥ ;

Maulavi ABDUL HAMID: Sir, the difficulty may be partially obviated
if the manuscript speeches are handed over to the Hon’ble Minister concerned
so that he may be in a position to give replies.

*Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: But, Sir, the other hon. Members are
also interested in the: speeches. So, only a copy submitted to the Hon’ble
Minister will not serve the purpose.

Khan Sahib Maulavi I1)\/IT_FI)DABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: The
difficulty can be obviated by extending the time. You can extend the time
by half an hour or so, Sir. '

Maulavi ABDUL KHALEQUE AHMED: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I venture
to speak a few words on the Budget Estimates that has b_ecn pr‘esented bef"ore
the House, To begin with I will take up the speech delivered by the Hon’ble
Finance Minister. In more than one point of view itis afcmafk_able speech.
Here in it everything can be found but the Budget itself is missing.  From
the Quit India Resolution of the Congress up to the bogey of Pakistan every
political issue has found a place in the lengthy ‘dISCOUI‘SC' but we fail to find
in it a true picture of the financial implications oi_'. the fair Province of Aﬁsgm.

Sir, we on this side of the House do not hesitate to share the misgivings
that has been expressed by the Hon’ble Finance Mini_ster regarding the award
meted "out to Assam by Sir Otto Niemeyer. In spite of the earnest ci_i'orts
made by the previous Governments, this gross injustice could not be set right.
Butifvery soon drastic changes are going to be_aﬁ'cctcd at t.he Centre -and
probably a Congress member is going to be appointed as the Fmanlcc Member
of the}Government of India. We do hope that the Congress Government

of Assam will take up the matter with ‘him_and secure a fair dea:l for this

poorfProvince. :

We do not expect that the present Government would endorscdwh?.tt_ their
predecessors did. But at the same time we do not expect qn:warrante c11r1 l]ilm'ls
from a person of the calibre of the present Finance Minister. -He Iac s in
grace when he says that the huge collections made under Agricultural Income-
Tax] was absorbed in giving fat salaries to innumerable persons appointed in
various [departments created during the war emergency period. He conveniently
forgets¥that a major portion of these receipts were spent for the spread of
primary education and in giving dearness allowances to our officers.

Sir, 1 have the privilege of representing the poor agriculturists of the
most neglected area of the Province. I know from my personal experiences
in what pitiable state they are passing their days. In these days of control

and rationing they do not know how to keep their body and soul together,

The uneconomic price of their only wealth, that is paddy and rice, his rendered
their position all the more miserable. From the public platform we have been
clamouring for the last three years for the fixation of a minimum price for
‘these essential commodities. We are really heartened to hear that the present
Government propose to fix such minimum price. I do not understand why
the maximum that has already been fixed should stand in the way. It can

* Speech not corrected.
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be modified in the light of the price level of other essential commodities and
also to leave a comfortable margin to the cultivators over the cost of production.

Sir, much stress has been laid on the All-Party Conference that had been
convened by Government over the Land Settlement Question in 1945. Is it
not a fact that the Resolution wasg adopted on the face of very strong opposi-
tion from the Muslim League representatives attending the conference ? We
are not here to plead for land-grabbers but we stand solidly behind those
landless people who have made this Province their home and who have
contributed to make Assam what it is to-day. The Hon’ble, Finance Minister
wants to create an atmosphere of good will and amity but %11: the same time
he is determined to carry on a policy of ruthless eviction. This policy of
merciless eviction will no doubt plunge the whole Province in a state of civil war.

It is really surprising that the exponents of the Indian National Congress
which is pledged to the one nation theory should raise an artificial barrier
between Indian and Indian and stand against the peaceful settlement in
vast cultivable waste land lying fallow for centuries, only on the ground that
they happen to be Muslims,

Much has been said about planned settlement. But we do not understand
how planned settlement cap be effected in the present land system that
prevails in the country, Before they can hope to succeed, the Congress
Government should take courage in both hands and do away with the private
ownership of land.  Otheryise planned settlement will remain in our
imagination only,

The Congress Government did not feel shy to present the Budget that
had been prepared by their predecessors. But they have thought fit to with-
hold all the new schemes on the plea of re-examination. We doubt their
sincerity. If they wanted, these could be scrutinised in the time that was
at their disposal and presented before the House. May I request the Hon’ble
Finance Minister to circulate the Schemes so that the hon, Members
might be the best judge whether these were aimed at real benefit of the
Province ? '

Sir, great scarcity of cloth and kerosene is being felt in the rural areas.
Profiteering _and black-marketing on a very wide scale have added to our
difficulty. Bribery and corruption have been the order of the day. I do not
place fthe blame on Government whose good intentions we do not doubt,
Perhaps it is our heritage from the war that has Just ended. " What I
suggest 15 that very determined efforts should be made to root out this evil

and all parties should combine for a successful campaign.
The food situation at

t i 1
in the Surma Valley has bpresen © very alarming. The Amon crop

€en v 1 i
we should not Jose time to blfilizi’ unsatisfactory.,  Such being the case,

iotm i up a solid food ‘ front. But our

onISttlf;C:ituZ?icclm. Subc:vxslonal Officers  do'* not ' seemy to realise the gravity

ties. As for instance BI’ are employing themselves in all kinds of frivolous activi-

in my constituency js al;n::?é refer to the Subdivision of Sunamganj. The position
VEry serij s . 3 s

to procure one meal per day.yButythe é?ltlisdivﬁcople e e e very diftieols

1stonal Officer taking advantage of his

canm nd going to
ome 1s about to burn but the local

y (Ifl t b : HE!_} iIl hdli(‘h h i ll tin
lel', i()na Ie 'I he S } € 1S ColleC g
Sta{r are ent[‘l [Sted ‘v]‘ th . ; upp

the Tealisation of % Officers and the Rice Control

‘ : 01 money, his is giving direct encourage-

g‘qgt tse:{}gzléptlonl. Over and above, a subscriptinn of Ené gmgecper mpeegis

ei gth - }cl on the sale of all cloths and that without receipt. I respectfully
wrge that the activities of this officer should be checked without delay. ;
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Sir, the rural population are still groaning under the heavy burden
of indebtedness. The Debt Conciliation Boards and the Money-lenders Act
could not give enough relief. Steps must be taken to release them from this
burden. Then only can they lead a happy and prosperous life. '

Sir, before concluding my speech I would like to say a few words about our
accommodation in the: Members’ Hostel at Shillong. The hon. Members. are
undergoing great difficulty and inconvenience due to inadequate accommoda-
tion. [ urge upon the Government to make provision for another hostcl building
so that our hon. Members may not feel. any difficulty in future to live in
Shillong during the Session time. = With these few words, Sir, I resume my seat.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: I am convening a mecting of the House
Committee very soon before whom the matter will be placed.

Maulavi MD. IDRIS ALIL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I wish to offer my humble
criticisms on the Budget Estimates that have been presented before the House
by the Hon’ble Finance Minister : 8ir, at the very outsct I must be cxgused if
I express my sore disappointment at the manner in which the finances ol Assam
have been tackled by the new Minister in charge. We frankly confess that we
were not prepared for such an oratorial outburst. As a matter of fact we were
expecting something big and bold from the first' Congress Finance Minister of
Assam. We were expecting that he would try to implement some of the items
of the high-sounding Congress programme. Herein our disappointment lies.

Sir, there has been .a remarkable departure in this year’s Budget. For
reasons best known to them the new schemes which generally form a component
part of the Budget have been leit out. ‘The argument put forward by the Hon’ble
Minister is not at all convincing. We really wonder why these schemes could
not be examined within the course of a month. The Government which
prepared . these @ schemes was an all-party  Government. And the
Finance Minister of that Government is still adorning the ‘Treasury Benches of
the Congress Government. So, In withholding those schemes, the present
Government have indirectly indicted one of their own Members. We demand
that those new schemes he circulated so that the Members may judge for them-
selves whether these were not aimed at the real benefit of the Province.

Sir, in the present -session the Government have sponsored two taxation
measures. I am afraid that these will not yield even enough money, to maintain
their respective departments. Without troubling themselves with such scrappy
measures, they ought to concentrate their efforts to extract our legitimate shar_c !
of the huge petrol duty from the Central Government. Without straining their
energy in finding out new avenues of income, let them throw out the vast cu[turfm_
ble waste lands available in the Province and I assure them they will not be in
want of funds to take np new projects. But this is something which they are deter-
mined not to do. The Pakistan programme of the Muslim League has wedded
them permanently to the ‘“dog in the-manger’”’ policy. :

¥rom the Budget itself we find that same fat salaries have been provided
for the Congress Ministers. The Congress Prime Minister of Assam is going to
receive Rs. 2,500 per month as salary and allowances. There is net the slightest
indication in the Budget speech of the Hon’ble Finance Minister that they would
be coming with an amending Bill. This is how they are proving their
sympathy for the poor. ;

Sir, we have the privilege of representing the poor masses. We know in
what pitiable condition they are passing their days. The very essentials of o
civilised life have been denied to them. They have got no proper scope [or
education, sanitation or communication. In these days of hardship, they -have
been the worst victims., We have not as Yet been able to provide free and
compulsory education to their children ; they are the easiest prey to squalor and
disease. There are no means of easy communication in the rural arcas. Public
enemies in the shape of profiteers and racketeers (sic) have fattened themselves at the
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cost fpg their life hloog, Should we not try to give them the much-needed
relief ¢

Sir, we hear thag e Congress Government is going to establish a University
: intents and purposes it will be a Hindy University, The
vast Muslim - population op Assam  will resist this mad project with all their
might. But before . Congress Government indulges in such wastefi] extra-
vagance, should pot they try to redeem their pledges in starting free and compul-
sory education throughouyt he length and breadth™ of the Province ? The Post-
AT e o

! EAKER : The hon. Member has got one minute more, -
*Mauiavj ABDUT, MATIN CHAUDHURI - On a point of order, Sir. It
4t your decision to fix a time-limit of seven minutes for each hon.
Member is not very Satisfactory.  Many of the hon. Members have prepared
speeches which they cannot deliver within the time allotted. Formerly when
there were many speakers, the time of the sitting of the House was extended
beyond 4 p.m. T thip) it would be better to follow that precedent.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  May ‘I' know the ‘sense of the House ?
Prepared tg g 1 as the House wants.
*Mr. A, WHITPTAKER tals M?(t)?llds suggest we sit up to 4-30 p.u. to-day,
The Hon’ple the SPEAKER : If we make a limit of ten minutes for each kon.
Member, even then we shall have to sit till 4-30 p.. I seek co-operation of
hon. Members ip,

: n this matter, If the House want to sit longer time I have not
the slightest objection.

*Mr. A, VVHITTAKER: We can sit till 4-30 p-m.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Do I take that it is the sense of the House that
we will sit til] 4-3¢ P.M, P :
*Babu KAMINT KUMAR SEN: Cannot some of the hon. Members speak

tomorrnw alsg ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : There are ten hon. Members on the list for
OO R Vha e E e this: that ten minutes will be allowed t¢ each hon.
Member to speak ] 4-30 p.m. Those hon. Members who cannot have time
to speak to-day wi]| deliver their speeches tomorrow.  So, I request hon. Mem-
bers to finish thejy Speeches within 10 minutes each so that we rise ar 4-30 p .M,
to-day. ‘

Maulavi MD IDRIS ALT: Sir, the constituency whjch Ih

torrepresen a0kl dlyiin commn et . The Latu-Hingajia Road, if improved
and made motorable apq connected with the Juri-

Kulaura Trynk Road will
remove a long felt wane, [ 4o hope that the Government wij] take up this
project as early as Possible.

In spite of our fepeated demands, the Government haye thought it fit to
keep as waste the vast rich tracts of lands in the Hakaluk; and the Langa; Valley
in the Karimgan; Subdivision on the pretext of protecting Seme small fisheries.
We do hope that the Present Government will see their way to open  these prospe-
rous areas to settlement, They need not be afraid T assure them there are
no immigrant population there. 3

Sir, before I conclude T will he failing in my duty jf
emphatic Protest against the ruthless eviction of our fellgywy
Valley. This is no happy augury for the Province of
Government are deliberately Plunging Assam in a stafe

not know what awaits i, future. Byt surely the responsihil
who have chosen tq Play with fire.

With these words, Sir,

ave the honour

I do not register my
brothers in the Assam
Assam. The Congress
of civil war, We do
ity will lie with them

I beg to resume my seat,
.o —M—‘_'—-—__'H_‘—--—__C"“——_‘—-——-_____‘f
*Speech not corrected
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./ Srijut BELIRAM DAS, Mr. Speaker, Sir, I want to speak a few words
on the immigration problem and also on land settlement. Mr. Jinnah’s demand
for inclusion of Assam in the Eastern zone of his proposed Pakistan, has been
to.a great extent responsible for the complication of the land settlement
problem of Assam, even though the problem is purely an economic one. In
the three vitally affected districts in the Assam Valley, siz. Kamrup,
Darrang and Nowgong, Pakistan officers, officially known as the Coloni-
zation Officérs, were appointed by the previous Government under the
guise of the  Colonization Scheme, who have actually been promoting the
cause of Pakistan only. Under the plea of Grow More Food Campaign valuable
lands including professional grazing reserves and game sanctuaries, abselutely
necessary for the very existence of the Assamese people had been thrown open for
settlement with the immigrants. For the last 4 or 5 years the onrush of the
immigrants has been so great that the very existence of the Assamese people as ‘a
race has been threatened What the great Moghuls could not achieve with their
vast armies and resources in the past, Las been achieved by the out-going League
Ministry within the span of a few years, taking advantage, of course, Of_thc
incarceration of the Congress men and Assembly Members within this period.
Assam’s land settlement problem was nothing but an attempt by the League
Ministers to convert Assam into a Muslim majority province with a motive,
pure and simple, to include her in the Eastern zone of Pakistan, as envisaged
by Mr. Jinnah, by bringing in men from Bengal, particularly in the Assam Valley
districts. .

In Assam there has not been any actual survey of the culturable and
unculturable waste lands. Assam is full of hills, jungles, marshes, beels, forests,
tea gardens and rivers. Unless an unbiased and true survey of such lands is
taken up, it will be very difficult to find out the actual position of the culturable
waste lands., 1 shall discuss this later on. The very fact that the Professional

Grazing Reserves and Game Sanctuaries had got to be thrown open for settlement

with the immigrants by the out-going Ministry, goes to prove that there is no

sufficient culturable wast land in Assam. ; )
The area of settled lands in Assam was 206 lakhs of Bighas in 1941 and the

area per capita was about 2 Bighas only. The Government of Assam has defined
20 Bighas as an economic holding for a family of 5 and as such the number of
actual indigenous landless people will be 1n the neighbourhood of 50 per cent.
There has not been any attempt in the past of finding out the number of actual
landless people of the Province by the previous Government, though they made
lavish promises to the Government of Bengal to give lands  to the Bengalee
immigrants brought into Assam. Within tl}e penqd Of_5 or 6 years the League
Ministry settled 5 lakhs of Bighas of land with the immigrants, If the process of
settlement of lands with the immigrants goes od like this there will be no land
left for the natural growth of the indigenous population, who will be compelled
to cultivate lands a;tenants of the immigrants. There has sprung up a new

class of immigrant Zemindars in the meantime. )
In Assam there is no such thing as surplus land in the reserves, rather most

of the reserves are deficit in areas. 1 would urge upon the Government to make
rovision of sufficient lands of reserves in ceficit areas after due enquiry.

/" This sudden onrush of immigrants into Assam is an actual invasion of the
Province for the political design of the Muslim League. Most of the hon.
Members of the League Party have. expressed in their Budget speeches that this
immigration has no connection with their demand of inclusion of Assam in the

~ Eastern zone of Pakistan and that they want us to believe that it is not an invasion
for their political design. I would like to refer to a speech of Maulavi Abdur
Rouf, leader of the immigrant Muslims, in course _Of his address as Chairman of
the Reception Committee of the League meeting presided over by no less a per-
son than Chaudhury Khaliquzzaman, held at Barpeta on 7th and 8th Maxrch 1944.

g, S



1946.] BUDGET DISCUSSION ' 99

P - ““The same fresh blood which runs through their veins even to-day again
took the rudder to tow their boats against the current of the ever flowing Jomuna,
to make their way for a.new conquest of Assam. Being deprived of their arms,
shiclds and swords by thé mercy of the British Rulers, they with a cane shield
bamboo stick, spears and plough came and effected their landing either in chars
or in the ju.ngles adjacent to the rivers. The souls of martyrs and devotees of
past, are witnessing this new expedition of the Bengalee Muslims— the Holy

. servants of Allah, from above with yawning eagerness and thankfulness too ...
with increased vitality in the life of the community and with the help of numerous
new reinforcements, the figure in the subdivision of Barpeta alone could be raised
up to 65,000.” -

1 Sir, this is sufficiently clear that this immigration is nothing but an invasion
of Assam for the purpose of including her in the Eastern zone of Pakistan.
Pakistan as a principle cannot be accepted by any Indian. The Government of

v India must not allow at the same time conversion of a Hindu majority province
into a2 Muslim majority one by undermining the legitimate claims of the people *

of the province, even though it may be advantageous to their imperialistic design |

to create so many ‘“Ulsters” in India. This encroachment into the grazing
reserves and also squatting: on other lands by the immigrants was being resented
to by the Assamese population, specially the Tribals from the very beginning.

District officers in many places wanted to cause eviction of such encroachers in

the past. But there had been a fear in the minds of the officers that if they carried

on eviction on such persons they might incur displeasure of the League Ministers
who were out to convert Assam into a Muslim majority Province. Whenever there
had been any attempt to evict such persons Government came to their rescue

‘ by way of stay orders. In many places encroachers were evicted by District

/ Officers and soon after the return of the officers the immigrants reoccupied those

i places without any check or hindrance on the part of the Government.
The propagandists of Eastern Pakistan demand inclusion of _Assam in the

) Eastern zone of Pakistan, inter alia, on the grounds Fha‘t Assam is within the zone

where Muslims are in a majority and that the majority of the non-Muslims in

Assam are Tribal people, basing their arguments on wrong figures and mis-state-

\ ment of facts, supplied to them by that immigrant ridden League Ministry of
Assam. In the census of 1941 the tea garden labourers have been shown as Tribals.

But according to previous census nearly 14 lakhs of such labourers were shown as

Hindus. Ttis also a well-known fact that the bulk of the Tribal population are

[ Hindus. As such it was a folly on the part of the League Ministry to enumerate /

the labourers as Tribals to reduce the number of Hindu population. —~
; Public are aware of the fact that in Sindh the non-Sndhis are being
deprived of settlement of lands by the League Ministry there; so is the case with

k the Jews in Palestine. Curiously enough while for their own benefit they refuse

' lands to the non-Sindhis in Sind, Jews in Palestine, the League High Command

! | had issued orders on the League Ministry of Assam not to evict any immigrant

',{s. if any one of them was able to grow even a single crop in any reserve in Assam
14 even by trespass. It is not a fact that there is no' waste lands fit for settlement

4 in the province of Bengal. There are vast areas of uncultivated culturable
,!'i waste lands in both Zamindari and Sunderbon areas. There are 10-6 million
£ acres of good fallow lands in Bengal. I would urge upon the League leaders
] to arrange settlements with the immigrants of such lands in Bengal. During the
£ last famine over 50 lakhs of Bengalees have died and it will be in the interest
L) of the people of Bengal to repatriate the Bengalee immigrants from Assam to
) replace those who died due to famine. 3 .

For us the Assamese, the land settlement problem is purely an economic
il one, rIjh"l'C is no sufficient lands even for the present need of the indigenous
population.  Nearly half the population of this Province are practically -landless.

During the last 20 years 25 lakhs Bighas of lands have been settled with the
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immigrants and the Assamese people specially the Tribals rightly apprehend that
they will be very soon ousted by the immigrants if the present policy is allowed
to be continued. For the mere political design of the Muslim League the
interest of the children of the soil cannot be sacrificed. I would ufge upon the
Government to cry a halt of this ruinous policy of distribution of lands at the cost
of the indigenous population of the Assam Valley. / -

The. hon. Members of the Muslim League have contended in their Budget
specches that the immigrants have made Assam very prosperous by growing rice
and other tood crops, but I am sure that their contribution on these heads are nil,
rather they consume much of the surplus food which the indigenous population
grow. Let me examine the facts.

The Government of Assam after making proper survey of paddy growing
areas recently constructed 10 ration godowns in Assam for the purpose of storing
and distribution of rice. But it is most striking that none of these godowns are
stationed in or near the immigrant areas. Again there are large number of rice
mills in the Assam Valley, but none of them are situated near immigrant areas,
even in these days of better communication by roads, railways, boats and
steamers. All these go to prove that the immigrants, instead of contributing
towards the prosperity of Assam, have been a liability on Assam on the contrary.
The immigrants have not been able to contribute more than 10°1 per cent.
of the total outturn of the food crops of Assam Valley 1nc1udmg sugarcane,
while on the other hand they consume about 29 per cent. of the available crops.
Besides this bulk of the revenue paid by the immigrants as land revenue had to

be paid back to them in the shape of gratuitous relicf, revenue remission,
agricultural loans and ultimately written off. ~The floods of 1931 in Kamrup, of
1 testify this. \AAA

1934 in Nowgong and of 1941 in Kamrup wi 5 A ;
Hon. Mr. Abdur Rouf has takem exception to the term ‘Kamla’ as used

by the Hon’ble Finance Minister in his Budget speech. Frpm my experience
I can tell him that at the first instance the male members of the immigrants come
to Assam as Kamlas under some Dewanis and Matabbars, ‘Tlley find out lar}ds
with the help of such Dewanis and Matabbars, and cultivate them and raise
dWClllng houses. - It i3 after this pc!‘iod that they bring in their wives and
children and permanently settle in Assam. So__Mr. Rouf should not havr': taken
CXCCption to the use of the term ‘Kam]a’ which he himself uses in his own
society. ’ -

Furthermore it was not good on h

Finance Minister mentioned in his speec St .
the grazing reserves were settled with the immigrants by the last Ministry.

I would like to remind him that in the district of Nowgong alone about 50,000
Bighas of lands of Bhurbandha, Borghuli, Loakhowa, etc. have been settled by the
last Ministry with people 95 per cent. of which are Muslim immigrants. So my
friend has no justification to criticise Government for stating facts. The whole
speech of Mr. Rouf is practically a challenge to the GOVCJ”_Ilmcnt. I would like to
point out to him that challenges are very dangerous things. We do not bear
any grudge or hatred towards the immigrants, they are also human beings like us.
Assam would have been too glad to accommodate them.1{ she could. When the
Assamese people themselves are practically landless, itis impossible to accom-
modate them by sacrificing the interest of the child en of the soil. The leaders of
these immigrants should take back and settle them in the 106 million acres of
good fallow lands in Bengal itself under the re-habilitation scheme of the Govern-
ment of Bengal at practically Government cost and supervision.
" The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The hon. Member’s time limit is over : he

should finish now. ¢

Srijut BELIRAM DAS: I am finishing very soon, Sir.

It is a pure myth, Sir, that there are waste lands in Assam.

is part to call it a lie when the Hon’ble
h that 160 thousand Bighas of lands in
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The lands that have been shown as waste lands are practically non-existent.
In the figure of waste lands, beels, marshes, hills, dobas, roadside lands and Bakras,
2.e. the fallow lands used by the villagers for throwing away corpse of dead cattle.
Baries used for purposes other than cultivation, etc. have also been included.
Besides this, this figure includes lands where a single crop can be grown. Sir,
I would like to point ‘out that even in the bed of some rivers, dried up during
winter, one crop can be grown. It will be a folly on the part of the Government
to include such lands in the figure of cultivable waste lands. And at the same
time all the so-called waste lands do not situate in large blocks, one Bigha here
and two Bighas there. So if we deduct all the lands referred to above, it will be
found that there is practically ro actual cultivable waste lands in Assam, specially
in the Assam Valley. I do not like to enter into any discussion about the waste
lands in the Surma Valley because of the miseries we have been thrown into by
the invasion of the immigrants in the Assam Valley.

Sir, if the present Government do not follow a definite bold policy regarding
land settlement problem of Assam, which.has already been a complicated
one, the political horizon of Assam will be darker still and the society will be
in a c}}aotic condition. The cattle population of the Province are in a decaying
condition in Assam, due to the encroachment of the reserves. I would urge
upon the Government to give a serious consideration to this urgent problem. &

Lastly, Sir, I congratulate the Hon’ble Finance Minister for his introductory
speech which hag reflected the policy and programme of the Party he has the
honour to represent. §

Maulavi MAYEEN-uD-DIN AHMED CHOWDRY: Mr. Speaker, Sir,
several hon. Members of this House have already taken part in the general
discussion of the Budget. Such Budgets are like annual rituals and I would not
have taken the time of the Hon’ble House but for the reason that politics of a
sectlon‘of Indian people and not the budgetary provisions has found prominence
in the 1ntroductory speech of the Hon’ble Finance Minister. One thing stands out
most clearly and boldly from all that the Hon’ble the Finance Minister has said
in hxs. speech that the present Ministry in Assam is completely divorced from
Muslim public opinion and as such I make bold to declare that this Ministry
does not enjoy any confidence of the Muslims of Assam (Voices - Hear, hear from
opposition Benches). :

The Budget, as has been stated by the Hon’ble the Finance Minister, was
prepared by the previous Ministry and as such he does not want to shoulder the
responsibility. Is not this really taking shelter unaer a false plea ? If this
Ministry could not prepare the Budget, they should not have presented the same
before this House. Now that they have presented it before us there is no going
back from the responsibility, and they are respounsible for every figure put thera:
It is therefore futile to shirk the responsibility and try to throw the same on th(;
shoulders of those who are not in office now, It is quite evident that the Ministry
whiC}l_ prepared this Budget did so ander uncertain circumstances and hence no
provision for any new plan or scheme finds plan in this budgetary provisions
and this Ministry is simply taking advantage of that. Even if we take the
Hon’ble the Finance Minister at his word that the Ministry could not find time
to prepare a Budget, what prevented him, may I ask, from laying down the prin-
ciple and policy the Government propose to adopt with regard o Certain raatiars
of vital importance to this Province such as Post-War Reconstruction, supply
of cloth and other neccessities of life and compulsory primary education, etc.
Not a word to that effect has been said by the Hon’ble the Finance Minister in
his 14 page Budget speech, except that a summer session of the Assembly would
be called by July next. Does the Ministry propose to take time thereby and
after completing their schemes and distributing the works according to their
sweet wil} come to this House for a vote for Grant? Nothing, no plan, no scheme
for the Improvement of the fate of the poeple of thijs Province, of the masses,
has been placed before us by this so-called peoples’ Govern ment, but instead the
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Hon’ble the Finance Minister has delivered a sermon explaining in his own way
as to how the British Ruling classes have exploited the masses and how the
Congress came into conflict with the British. I should like to point out here
that the Hindu National Congress did not enter the Legislatures with the
Inauguration of Provincial Autonomy to avail itself of the transfer of power
inspite of the irresponsible Centre as has been stated by the Hon’ble the Minister
of Finance. THe election of 1937 was fought by the Congress to vyreck the
Government of India Act of 1935 and surely not to work it out ; and it is well
known to every student of politics how the Congress refused to accept office in
the beginning and how being disillusioned by their own actions, accepted office
afterwards, and then again resigned on the plea that the British Government
did not consult the Congress before declaring India to a belligerent country ; and
how subsequently taking advantage of the apparent helplessness of the British in
the War, adopted the ¢“Quit India” Resolution to_coerce the British into sub-
mission on the one hand and to encourage the Japanese on the other ; and in
doing all these the Congress even did not think it worthwhile to consult the
10 crores of Muslims of India. Thé remarks passed by no less a Congress Leader
than Mahatma Gandhi about the Cripps Proposals of 1942, characterising 1t (o
be a “post dated cheque on a crashing bank”, goes to show with what eye the
Congress locked at the British and its power to win the War ; and as a result of all
this the country was let loose to the horrors of lawlessness and for sometimes the
whole Congress organisation started dancing on the tune of Tokio ar'u:i Saigon.
But with the passage of time the Congress Leadership realised its mistake and
with one plea or the another, its Leaders came out of jail and are now out to
placate the British for their own ends. Unlike the election of 1937, they are
fighting these elections to capture Ministries. Now, this Congress Ministry in
Assam is going to release all the saboteurs and refund their fines and confiscated
properties with a plea on the one hand, of creating an atmosphere of peace and
good will between the Hindus and the British as the British Cabinet Mission is
coming to India soon and to wage war against the Muslim India on the other.
Their first act in this direction has been to create a split amongst the Muslims by
misleading a section of our Ulemas and inducing them to fight our national
organisation, the Muslim League, with their men and money. The three
hon. Members of this House belonging to the Jamiat Ulema-i-Hind, whp are
sitting with the Congress Members, do so as a result of Congress manipulations ;
and their second act comes in the shape of turning out the poor Muslims who
have come and settled in Assam. Is this the way in which the Congress thinks
of creating an atmosphere of peace and goodwill for the British Mission ?  The
Muslim League, on the other hand, is fighting these elections not to form
Ministries but to wreck the Government of India Act of 1935 and establish
Pakisthan. I would request the Congress Leadership to face facts and if they
mean what they say by independence, they should come to a settlement with the
Muslim League on the basis of Pakisthan. (Voices : Hear, hear, from Opposition
Benches.) -

| Sir, coming to the land settlement policy of the Government, I should like
to point out here that I was one of those five hon. Members of this House who
visited the evicted village known as Pukuripar on the 7th of this month. It was
really a heartrending sight to see the poor people left to the mercy oij nature with
their wives and children, all belongings thrown out in the open air, having no
place to go none to seek and for help and protection. The act of irresponsibility of
the Government officers reached iis climax when the Party without paying any
heed to the religious sentiments of the Muslims destroyed one Mosque of that
well-established village. Such an irresponsible and unjustified act on the part of
2 Government which calls itself civilised is going to produce countrywide indigna-
tion and agitation. [ was taken by surprise when the Hon’ble the Revenue
Minister said the other day that he had no information about the acts of brutality
perpetrated at Pukuripar. But, when such inhuman acts are being done at the
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1 anxiety to drive out the Muslims, the -Government di

1

[ was any grazier or whether it was actually required for the
| Believe me, Sir, when I say that within a radius of over 5 miles of Pukuripar

f

* of whose supposed cattle the Government is depriving so many hum

- matter its due importance,
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instance of the Government he is not expected to say more than what he said the

other day, for.the officers are simp!y carrying out the orders received from the
Government, however brutal and inhuman they might be.

VSir, the so called Line-System in Assam
legal sanction behind it inasmuch as it js neither an act of Legislature rior an
enactment of His Excellency the Governor. But when an agitation was started
against that inequitous and illegal measure, the Government realising its unten-
able position, have taken recourse to this Professional Grazing Reserves. In their

d not even inquire before
ng Reserve whether there
indigenous people.

» as is known to everybody, has no

declaring a particular area to be a Professional Grazi

village there was not a single village or house of any graziers, for the fodder

an beings
of their legitimate rightful claims to the land. The vast areas on all sides of that
Pukuripar village were lying waste except only the small portions cultivated by
these unfortunate Muslims who have been unjustly and mercilessly rendered
homeless and there was not a single buffalo or cow within our sight of the so-
called graziers for whose supposed comfort the Government is not hesitating to

- sacrifice so many human ‘beings.  Why then take recourse to such a farcical

term as  ““Professional Grazing- Reserves” when there is none “to graze his
cattle there ? And who are these graziers, may I ask ? _Are they not Nepalese ?
Why then the Government is so much careful about these Nepalese who are alsg
outsiders and merciless with these evictees ? Is it because the Nepalese are
Hindus and the evictees are Muslims ? Should not such an attitude on the part
of our Hindu friends make us more serious in our demand for Pakistan and the
inclusion of Assam in the same ? Our Hindu friends want us to live in Akhand-
Hindusthan but is this the way how the Hindu Congress can create goodwill
between the two Nations so that they may live together ? Such treatments
will, on the contrary, Sir, widen the gulf between the two Nations. T would
therefore warn the Ministry against such measures which are sure to kindle a fire
that) will ‘be impossible for the Ministry to bring under control,
hear.

A
- Sir, the Hon’ble the Revenue Minister has said in his Budget speech, <We
stand for a planned settlement of the arable waste land., For that purpose we
propose to have an enumeration of the landless pPeople and devi

which the landless as well as those who have got uneconomical holdings are
settled in better and more economic holdings. 1 would, Sir, request the
Hon’ble the Revenue Minister to stick to what he has said and prove true to his
utterance by staying all eviction orders till all figures of available waste land are
available and they are settled, an assure the Hon’ble the Revenue Minister
that we also do not want that some

) . - Persons should become landlords at the cost
of many who are going without land.

According to my information, Sir, the figures of cultivable waste lands which
are being withhéld from cultivation are 4,577,400 acres and other uncultivated
lands excluding current fallows are 18,275,093 acres. So in all probability lands
are there for all the landless in Assam if only the Government cares to give the

ﬁ{fear,

S SR P truth to say that due to the demand of
the Muslim League t

E ° to include Assam in Pakistan there has beea an onrush of
wnrmgrants. If an impartial e€nquiry is made in the matter it will be found, to the
utter surprise of our Hindy friends, that 99 per cent. of the immigrant Muslims
have come into Assam long hefore 1940, the year in which the All-India Muslim
League ?dOPth the Pakistan Resolution ; and from my personal experience I
C]gzﬂ.ass?ttis ;I\l’zil(tlet::tf Muslims of Pukuripar village have settled there long before

therefore, that it is not for the love of graziers or indigenous
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ous people that the Muslims are being turned out, but for the fear of Pakistan
which is hanging over the heads of my Hindu friends like the Sword of Democles.

\Z Sir, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru'while addressing the people on the food _orisis,
the other day advised the people not to die like cats and rats in holes ; if they
are to die they must die like men. Should not this same advice hold good in the
case of the Muslims who have settled down in Pukuripar for over 10 years and
who are now being mercilessly thrown to the wolves and to the jaws of death by
this Government by driving away from their rightful holdings having their houses
palled down and crops destroyed ? Is it not an act of brutality and barbarism to
demolish the houses of people who are living there for a long time having convert-
ed the jungles into smiling paddy fields, yielding food for thousands and revenue
for the Government Exchequer > Not only their houses have been demolished
and crop destroyed, the indigenous people who accompanied the Government
raiders took away all the poor Muslims had in their possession. Can any civilized
Government act in this manner in this century, much lessa Cabinet whose
Members are wedded to the creed of non-violence P (Hear, hear.) !

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNU RAM MEDHI: On a point of order; Sir, I
should like tp say that the hon. Member has given misstatement of facts.
In the statement that I made there was no mention of mosque and destruction of
property. 1 had no information on that regard. ]

Maulavi - MAYEEN-uD-DIN AHMED CHOWDRY: He is not expect-
ed to know. When such acts were done at the instance of Government, he is not
expected to know more than what he said the other day. e

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. Member has completed his time
limit. :

Maulavi MAYEEN-uD-DIN AHMED CHOWDRY: I am quoting
Mahatma Gandhi, Sir. _ :

Sir, in one of his recent speeches on the food problem, Mahatma Gandhi has
advised the people not to leave a single plot of cultivable land uncultivated includ-
ing the flower gardens which according to him should be converted into paddy
fields. But here in Assam his worthy lieutenants are turning out people, who have
by the sweat of their brow made heaven out of jungles during the last 10 years or
so, and who according to the statement made by the Hon’ble the Revenue
Minister the other day fall within the protected class, from their rightful homes
and hearths, mercilessly destroying their crops. Is this the way in which the
Congress Ministry in Assam going to honour the advice of the accredited Leader of
Hindu India ? (Hear, hear.)

- In conslusion, I would like to ask the hon. Members belonging to the
Jamiet-Ulema-i-Hind if they have a drop of Muslim blood in them, to support
the Muslim League in their fight to protect the helpless Mouslim settlers of Assam
from the inhuman brutalities of this Hindu Congress Government (Applause.)

*The Hon’ble Mr. BAIDYA NATH MOOKERJEE: On a point of
information, Sir. Is it parliamentary to say like that: if they have a
drop of Muslim blood in them they are to support the Muslim League

Khan Bahadur Maulavi MD. ROUFIQUE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, in considering
the Budget presented by the Hon’ble the Finance Minister, it is necessary that
we define our attitude to the Government constituted as it is.

The Muslim League fought the election not on the issue of working the Cons-
titution but on the issue of Pakistan. The result of the election has unmistaka-
bly shown that the Muslims are solidly behind the demand of Pakistan and that
the Muslim League is the only authoritative organisation of the Muslims of
India. The present Governmeént formed as it is, cannot claim to represent or act
for the 40 lakhs of Muslims inhabiting this Province. It is practically a Govern-
ment of the non-Muslims by the non-Muslims and we may imagine for the non-

e —

*Speech not corrected,
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Muslims. Itisin this context of the situation that we have to consider  the
Budget and offer our criticisms. The introductory speech of the Hon’ble Finance
Minister sounds more like a speech in a Congress meeting than a speech
suited for a legislative gathering composed of different political parties.
It is only too clear that the Hon’ble Minister has been at pains to extricate
himself from commitments made outside the Assembly and finding himself
unable-to redeem promises of big things to come, is desperately engaged in
laying faults at everybody’s door except his own. Instead of blaming others
it would have redounded to the credit of the Hon’ble Finance Minister and
the party which he represents if he had frankly admitted that no substantial
good could be done to the people under the present . constitution—the Hon’ble
Minister has tried to hoodwink the public by making yet another promise of
bringing in measures for the betterment of the lot of the people a few months
after. He himself has tried to show that it was a deficit Budget. I, therefore,
fail to see what hope can be entertained for the future too.

It has taken the Congress nearly 10 years to discover that a solution of the
Indian problem on the basis of complete independence can be found by
negotiation for the. good of India and Britain, and therefore, the Congress is
preparing to meet the British Cabinet Mission in an atmosphere of good will and
peace. The attitude of wresting power from British hands has given. place to an
attitude of flattery and submission which probably explains why the Congress
“which declared its intention of wrecking the Constitution in 1937 and after
starting successive movements of Civil Disobedience and  non-co-operation
culminating with the ‘Quit India’> Resolution of 1942, is now in the year of
the Lord one thousand nine hundred and forty-six hugging the Constitution to its
bosom. Itis a fact that the Congress is mortally afraid of the application of
Section 93. We do not grudge the Congress the honour and pleasure of working
the Constitution—to ameliorate the condition of the people if they can—remove
poverty and improve the economic life of the people—if these are possible.
We are prepared to wish them good luck and god-speed. But we warn
them that they must not lay their hands on the Muslim or Muslim interests,
The Muslims have bitter experience of Congress rule of 26 months in’
the past in different provinces of India. Pirpur report is the standing indict-
ment and the verdict of Muslim India on

he Congr‘ess rule. Out of evil cometh
good. It did at least one good to the Muslims—it brought home to them that the
Congress despite its claim to represent a

S I X 11 the communities and races inhabiting
this vast sub-continent is purely a Hindy organisation. This knowledge has
led the Muslims to unity and made the

s it Muslim League the strongest and the
only authoritative organisation of the Muslims of India.

History is repeating itself in Assam,
the reins of administration by the Con
who happens to be also the Revenue Mj
act by ordering mass eviction of i
reserves. I am sorry to say that
came out with an editorial eulogi

Within 15 days of the assumption of

gress the Hon’ble Finance Minister
nister performed his first constructive
mmigrant Muslims from the so-called grazing
one of the local Longress organs immediately
: S0 sing the services of the Revenue Minister and
SRl B bRe pprteation Sofithel dolionitakern i stk e s haste, as if it was a
pastime” with the Congress to break down houses, destroy homes and hearths,
render the people homeless and destitute, drive them on to streets to face
exposure, misery and starvation. If this was not ruthless, if this was not cruel,
if this was not brutal, I do not know what it should be called.
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The Hon’ble Minister pleads that whatever "action was taken by him

"was in pursuance of a certain Government Resolution. I admit this was one

part of the Resolution and was there no other: part of the Resolution ? I
mean the part referring to the planned settlement. These people could have
been saved from the hardship to which they were subjected if the Hon’ble
Minister had put into effect both parts of the Resolution simultaneously and
transferred these people to planned areas instead of making them -homeless
with their women and children to suffer untold sufferings. The whole eviction
business taken up so soon after the election smacks of vengeance. Is it to teach
a lesson to the immigrants for being supporters of the Muslim League ? What-
ever it may be, I sound a note of warning that the Muslims will not take lying.
down such inhuman treatment. Action of this nature explodes the myth of
the Congress representing the hungry millions. You say that the immigrant
have been encouraged to come to Assam to swell its Muslim population. Ts
this true ? They have been coming on for the last 25 ycars or s0. They have
certainly not come here on our invitation. We are absolutely not responsible
for their coming and settling here. If any body is responsible ﬁ?r this influx of
immigrants it is the Hindu Zamindeis of Bengal whose oppression and repres-
sion made the lives of people intolerable in their own country. Goaded by
hunger and want they came to Assam in search cf land and livelihood,
The miserable condition in which they came excited tlie sympathy not only
of the Muslims but also of the Hindus who gave them all possible help to settle
down. The immigrant question in its inception is essentially an economic one,
but only since the inauguration of the Provincial Autonomy it has been given

a communal colouring because political power has come: to be assessed on

the numerical strength of different communities,

There is another side of the immigrant question which is always lost sight

6f. People are given to understand that only the Muslims are coming to Assam,
here are mearly fiftcen lakhs of Hindus who came from outside and are ‘sett.-
led here. Besides there are thousands other who havg come and captured the
trade and commerce of the Province a‘nd have earned by lakhs ar}d crores
exploiting the poor peasants and working hqvoc on the economic life of the
people. They have made themselves and their Province rich by robbing the
people of Assam of their hard earned money—money earned by sweat, toil and
tears. There is not a word of protest against those who have comc flﬂd sucked
the blood of the people of Assam, no restriction is placed on their “way.  But
the immigrants who have comc and settled here parmzmcnt]y Em'd have 'bc_
come part and parcel of the population and who have converted jungles into

| beautiful villages and have grown fine crops, enriched and added to the prog.

| perity of the country—and it is they who should he damned and hounded out

of the country because they are Muslims ! Those who are allowed to remain
here must be segregated by lines. Itis said that the Assamese asa race wil]
be extinct if the cordon is not placed. However attractive a remedy it may
look, its efficacy is doubtful to save a mnation. Notto speak of such artificia]
barriers like the Line System, if a Chinese wall is erected around them they are
bound to be extinct if they are not made strong and industrious. May e
know what the Congress has done in this direction ? Rather a beautiful pictyre
of Swaraj has been drawn before their eyes where there will be only Temission
of land revenue and free supply of everything that a man needs for his existence
Is this conducive to the building up of a healthy strono nation to fight the
battle of life ? : i b

The Hon’ble Finance Minister has himself admitted he was unable to
provide for any constructive scheme in the present Budget but has been kind

oy
'y
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cnough to arrange for refunding the collective fines to the people from whom
these were realised. = We have no objection to his giving back the money if he
likes. He may pay them back with compound interest. I am mentioning
this as an instance how he holds the interest of his party above the interest of the
people. Instead of refunding the money to the individuals he could have proposed

for the collective good of
the people. By taking the responsibility of presenting the Budget (which he says
he feels it his honour to do) without taking~ the responsibility for the figures in-
corporated in it, the Hon’ble Finance Minister is going to establish a precedent
in the history of administration. Responsibility of Government in the matter of
administration is a continuous one—whoever holds the reigns—and none can with
propriety draw a line between the old and the new Government to take all the

credits to himself and discredits to his predecessor.  This is not an honest way of
escaping responsibility. ;

I appreciate the difficulties of the Hon’ble Finance Minister about the
shortness of time but that can hardly justify his inaction in not modifying
the Budget to the extent to which it was possible within the short period. Yes-
terday one of the hon. Members cited a list of fat-salaried posts which were
described as redundant and fit to be retrenched. The Hon’ble Finance Minister
also mentioned in his speech about the utilisation of the surplus revenue raised
by the then Congress Governmenr in giving fat salaries and in creating unneces-
sary posts. If the Government sincerely held that view, what was there to
prévent them. from retrenching some of the posts thereby saving some money
so much needed for nationbuilding activities. By not doing so they either
admit the justification for these posts or they are guilty of wasting rate-payers
money by continuing to maintain these _unnecessary posts.

Sir, I can enumerate hundreds of wants and needs which my district is
smarting under in the matters of education, communication, water supply and
others but I do not feel encouraged to place them before the House after we
have heard from the Hon’ble Finance Minister about the tightness of the
Budget provision. Instead of looking to Government for this redress or that redress
of grievances we would rather wait anxiously tosee the end of this Constitution

}Vith the emergence of Hindustan and Pakistan in this vast sub-continent of
ndia.

Maulavi MD. NAZMAL HAQUE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, when my name was
called out I was absent. May I speak now ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. Member will take his chance after
other hon. Members listed for this day have spoken.

Maulavi ABDUL HAMID : Sir, I had not been in intimate touch with the
politics of Assam and the financial position of the Assam Government yet I
welcome the opportunity to make some observations.

Sir, I sympathise with the Hon’ble Finance Minister who had not had
cnough time for preparing the Budget. But I do not for a moment think that he has
10 responsibility for the Budget he has presented. The Budget has become an
orphan though its parent is alive. The Hon’ble Finance Minister has tried to
throw the entire responsibility to the previous Gove_rnmcnti
criticisms that have been levelled against il were received with expression of glee
by the Members opposite and I saw smiles on the face of the Members sitting
on the Treasury Benches as if it hit the outgoing Government (L wmghter in the
Government Benches). Sir, you have your laugh and smile but presently you
will see the real position. It is always better to have patience.

Sir, the previous Government did not prepare the Budget. Perhaps it was

All the damaging
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prepared by the Departmental Officers. It did not reach the discussion stage. It
must have been made at the direction of the Hon’ble Finance Minister.

" His ability for preparing the Budget is perhaps responsible for his installation
in the Gadi of Congress Ministry. Not only has he been given a place
in the Treasury Benches, he is, I find, sitting next to the Hon’ble Premier. Was
he not the Congress nominee in the previous Coalition Government ?

and I congratulate the Hon’ble Finance
ssion to which I had once the honour to

belong), he took a leaf from the passing of the Quit India ”” Resolution of 1942
and the arrest of the Congress Working.Committee members to the ruthless repres-
sion started by the Government. He discreetly omitted to mention the cvents in
between the two periods. As soon as the Coongress Working Committee Memt?ers
were arrested, widespread disturbances occurred all over India ; telegraph lines
were cut, attempts were made to destroy the bridges and all sorts of things
were doné which meant loss to the public Exchequer. And all these things were
done when the enemy was knocking at our door. At that time the Congress
Party, both inside ihe Legislature and outside, sedulously tried to absolve them-
selves of all responsibility. Patriotic. Congress-minded people were responsible for
them. But, Sir, it transpired later that everything was done under Congress
direction. : Dr. Pattabhi Sitaramayya, a member of the Working Commiftec, gave
out the . secret that the whole matter was f Mahatma
Gandhi... ;

—

. The Hon’ble Mr. BASANTA KUMAR DAS: Is the hon. Member speak-
ing on the Budget, Sir ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : That was what I

Sir, I am speaking on the propriety of giving
relief to those responsible for acts of sabotage. Mahatma Gandhi af;imltted that
the matter was discussed, but it was not for pul_)llcgltlon. 4 The S.all}t of Sabar-
mati, for whom I had great regard, gave up his high ethical principle of non-
violence. The Hon’ble Finance Minister regards thos_c 'who lost their lives as
martyrs. I sympathise with them and consider them victims of misjudged and
misguided direction from the Congress. I do realise that they were patrioss whose
services could have been useful in the real battle for freedom,

_ Sir, like a very astute lawyer (
Minister because he belongs to a profe

discussed in the presence O

was wondering.

Maulavi ABDUL HAMID :

immigration, Assam is said to be a benighted
iction of immigrants thatis going on can be

carried on only in this Province. For the last 20 years eviction is being carried
on under rule 18 of the Settlement Rules under the Land Revenue Regulation.
I must say with all the emphasis I can command that the szid Rule 18 gives
power of summary ejectment only from the village grazing reserves and waste

lands and not from the grazing grounds from where the largest number of
villagers are being evicted. Government decided in a Resolution that they should
be evicted from those grazing grounds. Do Government suggest that as
soon as that decision is made every officer of Government has got the right to
drive these people away and wipe out their existence without starting any legal
proceedings against them? That will be a barbarous method. The Government say,
there is no available land in Assam. The density ‘of population in Assam was
pointed oat by my hon. Friend Khan Bahadur Maulavi Ziaosh Shams, which does
not suggest that there is no land in Assam. Sir, all these years ex-tea garden
coolies have been settling by lakhs and no whisper ahout land not being available

was heard.

Sir, coming to the question of
Province, and the sort of lawless ev
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Srijut BELIRAM DAS: Did they encroach reserves ?

Maulavi ABDUL HAMID: These ex-tea garden coolies compete - in the
matter of settlement with indigenous Assamese people. They occupy high lands
which the Assamese people also like to occupy.  The immigrants occupy
low lands which are not suitable for the Assamese.

Srijut BELIRAM DAS: Sir, the word * coolie » had not been used on
the floor of this House for the last nine years.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: I think the hon. Member should say
‘¢ labourer »’,

Maulavi ABDUL HAMID : I have the greatest regard - and sympathy for
those who earn their livelihood by the sweat of their brow, and ' I ‘did not use
the word in any spirit of disparagement. :

Sir, cattle is insufficient in Assam, milk is insufficient. Can any hon.
Gentleman opposite honestly deny that in places where the Mymensinghias have
settled there is also dearth of milk? They rear cattle without grazing grounds.
So long as you allow the primitive system of rearing cattle through Gurkha
Khutiwalas, there will be dearth of cattle in your Province. I shall ask the hon.
Memb@rs Oopposite to compare the figure of cattle of Bihar with the area of grazing
grounds there and also to compare the number of cattle in the  Punjab with the
area of grazing grounds they have got there.. Miles and miles of land have been
kept reserved. as grazing ground in Assam. Within an area of 10 miles in the
Professional Grazing Reserve you will find 100 to 200 heads of buffaloes of _profes-
sional graziers. This is the state of things in Assam. There is a politica] design
which is responsible in the matter of settlement of waste lands—for aJ] these
troubles to the immigrants. But these immigrants have converted the jungles into
green gardens of crops, they are growing three or four crops instead of onpein a
year, and are teaching the Assamese people how best to utilise the soil.

Sir, the Hon’ble Finanee Minister complains he has no money for develop-
ment schemes. The best way of getting meney will be to settle all spare lands
of Assam with cultivators irrespective of . race, Crffed and colour, Some hon.
Members have spoken about the Line System. Itis based on Executive Orders
of doubtful legal validity. Is not Assam governed by the Act of 1935 ? Do not
the hon. Members opposite know that the Government of India Act, 1935 does
not recognise any. domicile other than Indian domicile ? Tsit fajr o have you
any legal authority to deny His Majesty’s subjects the right to settle in the waste
lands ?  You cannot and you have not restricted anybody excepting the Muslims
who came from Mymensingh. There is no quarrel between the immigrants and
the local Assamese people. The 1mmigrants settle in loyw lands which Assamese
cultivators do not like. The quarrel is really between the People’ who came to
Assam some 50 years ago and the people who are coming now, yoy will find
this if you examine the genealogy of many families. Kala-azay and other diseases
created havoc in the plains of Assam. Jungle conquered large part of the Valley.
The immigrants cleared the jungle and improved the land. The insinuation that
the Muslim League brought ‘the immigrants is absolutely false. The pon Leader
of the Muslim League Party as well as others know that the problem oi‘ settle-
ment of landless Immigrants is a very old affair. :

minu'f;‘? Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. Member hag already taken 18

Maulavi ABDUL HAMID: Before I sit down, Sir. T
: . > > Im the hon.
Members opposite that if they devise any measure for removir?g :osilr];;tior: they
will receive whole hearted support from us. Corruption is said to be wide-spread

in the Province of Assam. The rule of the peopl
. g pPlc, by the people and for th
people should not he tarnished by the canker of gorruptign, PI would advisg
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Assam Council

G_vovcrnment to set up machinery for detection  of corruption.
rightly abolished the Criminal Intelligence Department because its members
t is revived and manned with

If the Departmen
regard

specialised in pursuing paitriots.
really honest men who are expected to perform their duties withont any
for persons of position, I am sure the corruption can be checked. If you succeed
in removing ugly aspects of corruption from Assam, you will Dbe reaping a rich
harvest in the shape of gratitude from its teeming millions. (Applause.)
Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI : Mr. Speaker, Sir, the Budget
Hon’ble Finance Minister secms to me a unique

that has been produced by the
document. It contains the shell of the Budget without the kernel.  As has been

mentioned by many hon. Members before, the Hon’ble Finance Minister has made
no provision for new schemes in his Budget. Never in the history of Assam Adminis-
tration was a Budget presented in this skeleton form. A Party, Sir, which took up
the responsibility of running an administration, is expected to have at least some
idea as to how to develop the Province morally. materially and cconomically.
But the Congress scems t0 have a blank and vacant mind in this matter. he
out-going Ministry provided an expenditure for 10 lakhs of rupees for new schemes
which has been omitted by the present Hon’ble Finance Minister without pro-
viding any substitute. - He assuced, however, that in the July Session he would
formuiate new schemcs and place them lefore the House.  We hope, Sir, thatin

two months time the Congress Ministry will acquire some idea and will atone in
July Session for their obvious neglect of duties in the present session.

Sir, the Budget is a negative one, not merely with regard to new schemes,
but the Hon ’ble Finance Minister seems to be absolutely silent about how the
Congress Government proposes to deal with the most menacing problem with
which India is faced to-day, I mean the problem of impending famine in India.
(voices : hear, hear). What part Assam is going to play, what contribution the
Congress Ministry is going to make in -aving the lives of hundreds and thousands
of people who will be affected by the famine in the near future ? It is well
known that there are millions of acres of Jand lying fallow within this Province.
Tt is equally well known that there are hundreds and (housands of landless people
who are ready to undertake to cultivate a1l this land and produce food crops which
will go to save the lives of thousands of people In the areas affected by famine.
But the Line System as is well known debars the landless people from culti-
vating Government waste ]ands and producing food crops- Whatever justification
the Line System might or might not have been in the past, it has outlived its utility

and this system which now blocks.and impedes the produc tion of food crops _must

89 hon. Friend Maulavi- Mayeenud-Din ‘Ahmed Chowdry has rightly
bout food production. Mahatma

referred in his speech what Mr. Gandhi says 4
Gandhi has asked people to cultivate all available Jands inciuding flower gardens.
Sir, his followers in Assam turn a deaf ear to his humanitarian advice. .ThGY
refer to wallow in the mire of blind communal prejudice and adopt a dog 111 the
manger policy. Sir, if the Congress Government would temain silent as spectator
in the grim drama of famine in India, if they would sit tight with folded hands
and watch thousands of people going to die for want of food, then they would
deserve and earn universal condemnation and disgrace. I may tell them that if

they would remain passive, others will not.

./ The Congress in Assam has got & bee in their bonnet and
that is Professionial = Grazing Reserves. The Hon’ble Finance Minister
devotes @ considerable  portion  of his ~ specch in the discussion oOn
this matter. Now what is Professional Grazing Reserve. ? Under this name,
Sir, a vast arca of land has been kept reserve for graziers which is much in
excess of the lirqmrcments of the graziers. 1 may say, that under this convenient
pseudonym, Sir, vast arca of land has been kept back from productive use. In
Barpeta Subdivi iohas of surplus Professional Gra-

sion alone there is over’a lakh big
zing Reserve, in Gauhati Subdivision there is OVer a lakh and a half, in Mangal-
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dai there is over ten thousand bighas, in Tezpur over 25 thousand bighas and in
Nowgong over a lakh and half bighas. These figures are quoted from Mr. Desai’s
A Report.  Besides this there are wast areas of grazing reserves in Si bsagar and

Lakhimpur Districts which are much in excess to the requirements of the grazi-
i ers. Now, why did those people go to those reserves ? Sir, thousands of people
¥ whose lands were croded by rivers and many who were roaming about like nomads
I tfor years in search of lands have reclaimed™ waste lands in the Reserves, built
1 their huts and are cultivating few bighas of - land cach in the Reserves.
b v/ They have gone to the Reserves because they have nowhere else to 20 in the wide

i }world. Because of the Lige System they could not go to the Government waste

| flauds and so they had to take shelter in the Professi i i

' | the Congress Government seemn determined to turn them out

| those reserves by demolishing their houses  and destroying their food

\driving them into wilderness. Hon’ble F inance Minister wants Co-operation {rom
the Leaders of all parties in this work of eviction of encroachers, I can tell him
categorically that we absolutely decline to give such co-operation and refuse to
be a party to do this nefarious task of demolishing the Poor people’s houses and of
destroying their crops. The Hon’ble Revenue Minister considers evictions as

- humane, but 1 consider it as satanic.  Qur attitude in this matter has heen defined
in a resolution adopted by the Working Committee of the Assam Muslim League

at Gauhati on the §¢h March, 1946. I shall read out the relevant portion of the
resolution in connection with the eviction policy of the Congress Government., The
resolution runs thus —“In view of the very serious situation created by the action
of the Congress Government in Assam in ordering mass eviction of hundreds of
families of scttlers from the so-called Professional Grazing Reserves and Government
| : waste lands, rendering them destitute and homeless and destroying their crops and
- also in view of the fact that hundreds and thousands of landless people within the
I . Province are debarred from earning their livelihood from land because of the
i | operation of the oppressive and illegal Line System and regard being had g the
t ' | urgent necessity of producing food crop to avert the impending  all-Tpdj, famine
! the Working Committee of the Assam Provincial Muslim League hereby resolves
i that the landless and the évicted persons be advised to Spread out and cultivate all
surplus cultivable Government waste lands to produce food Crop to save themselves
. and thousands of others from miscries of famine, starvation ang death e e e
£ landless people have been dragging on with miserable existence for a number of
! years.~We think, Sir, that this stace of things must ceage, Call ‘it ‘Civil Djs-
i obedience Movement, call it defiance oflaw, call it by whatever name you please
f Sir, we are determined that we shall spare no effort to see that food Crop is pro3
duced in Assam extensively to save thousands of Pcople from starvation and
deatb—Line System or no Lipe System, . Professiona] Grazing  Reserves
or no  Professional Grazing Reserves (Cheers from ihe Opposition Benches).
i Sir, there is no special sanctity attached to Professional Grazing Reserves or
f Government waste lands that they should be kept in tact while thousands die for
want of food. They must be utilised to produce food CTOPS to  save  hundreds: of
f “thousands of lives in the famine affected areas. I still hope that the Congress
J Government will desist from their insane policy of evicting thoge settlers from Pro-
fessional Grazing Reserves and Government waste lands, demolishing their
. houses and dest_roymg their crops. If they do not, Sir, the responsibility for the
1 . consequences will be theirs. 7
; _ Stiiut KHORSING TERANG :  7Tol+if Rl iz i O
k. @12 T T2 Woriaice 7 cdite | _
\, The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : SIF, Wiics wew.

NG Slees atgie |

Srijut KHORSING TERANG : A0 > w3 «fy s ayaare ast
.' Wﬁ’éﬁ ﬁﬁ ‘Jfﬁ'q'mcﬁa =) ﬂﬁmcﬁ\_ﬁ] :

*E o7 o7 g TG IS T CF
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fifen dfziee TfefEe oizE® | =9 dangerous =ife | TR0
firzos fifFafRaies o191 separate *f4 AfAFea sRATIBF Aq@g IS |

ata Tt fre sEeiE G 1 RGO Ieaty 91 @w a2
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(Srijut Khorsing Terang, M L.A., spoke in Assamese and urged upon Govern-

ment for the improvement of the condition qf the Mikir peoples by way of
establishing schools, constructing roads and distributing foodstufis and cloths.)

Mr. HARENDRA NATH SARMA : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to speak a
fow words mot with the idea of criticising the Budget as presented by the present
Ministry but with the idea of replying to some of the points raised by some
hon. Members opposite. 1 refrain from criticising the Budget not so  much -
because I belong to the same party as the Ministry doe_s, but as because I do not
really believe  in accusing a man for faults not of his but of others. The hon.
Members opposite are indeed making a great ShoysouBROBNRERpCsIEURTTHG
Hon’ble Finance Minister has taken in disowning any responsibility ff)r presenting
the Budget inasmuch as the Budget was prepared by the last Ministry—by the
Jast unwanted and _unpopular Ministry, if' I may call itso. The Opposition
Members are trying their best to impress this House that since the Budget has
been presented by this Ministry, it should be held responsible for every item
thereof. Technically spPaking this may be. correct but we all know what the
actual position is. Now, Sir, about the immigrants, some of the hon. Members
opposite seemed to express the view that people from East Bengal coming to
settle in Assam should not be called immigrants at all. But I personally fail
to see what else they could be described. Could we poss’bly describe them
as so many ‘trespassers”’ or rather as ¢“the seeds of Pakistan imported into
Assam” ? Perhaps these epithets would be more suitable to properly describe
these'immigrants. Another point raised by some hon. Members opposite in
this connection was that the door of Assam should be kept open for all persons
‘:ﬁ};zthi‘r Bthey, come from Bengal or from anywhere else on the theory cf

thanda Bharat®.

p *Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: On a
%(')mt of tir&c.ler, Sir. Is the hon. Member replying on behalf of the Hon’ble
inance Minister ? :

? Tl’;xe Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Has he not got the right to express his
views ?

Mr. HARENDRA NATH SARMA: Another hon. Member has gone
even beyond and expressed the view that all the subjects of His Majesty’s Govern-
ment regardless-of the fact from which part of the world they might come should
not be refused a place in Assam. I think this is too much. Assam cannot
W;EICOI;IC one and all. Ifanybody has no place in his Province to stay I wonder
‘:IWO all places he sho.uld select Assam for settling in there. Let the hon.
Members in the Opposition not think that we will ever agree to the view that
lands in Assam are open for settlement to all subjects of His Majesty’s Govern-
ment. Witl_l these few words, Sir, I resi'me my seat.

Maulatw NASIR-UD-DIN AHMED : Mr. Speaker, Sir, before I enter into
the d1seusszqn of the Budget, I would like to convey my feelings through you to
my hon. Friend Mr. Beliram Das who has done an injustice to us by not allowing
us to follow his Budget speech, on account of the hurry with which he read
it. So far as I could gather from his speech he is haunted by the ghost of
Pak:st.an. In his anxiety to decry Pakistan he forgot that he subscribed th a
creed in which there is absolutely no difference between the Hindus and Muslims
or any other creed or caste.

*Speech not corrected.
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Next, Sir, coming to the discussion of the Bud
Members on this side of the House I also hold that the Hon’ble Finance Minister,
while introducing , this Budget before this House ought not to have shirked respon-'
sibility for the same. I have great doubt, Sir,- whether the Hon’ble Finance

Minister can shirk his responsibility in this way, and T shall be glad to find if the
Hon’ble Finance Minister can 'cite a ]

Then, Sir, coming to the Budget
appears to be a surplus one, but on closer scrutiny and fr
of the Hon’ble Finance Minister we get that in reality thisis a deficit Budget—a
deficit of nearly 78 lakhs, 1In this connection we must not forget the fact, Sir,
that in this Budget there is not a single scheme for the improvement of the nation-
building departments. < Id ;

Now, Sir, what is our position at the present moment ?  We, the people of
this Province, have just come out of the ravages of a world-wide total war.” Our
Province of Assam being placed on the eastern border of India, and the war
entering within our very border, we the people of this Province have suffered
very heavily from the ravages.of the war, Now, Sir, with such a dismaying
condition of our finance and with so much to be done immediately for our war~
famished people, I should submit, Sir, that the future of the Province is no-doubt
very gloomy. And I must congratulate the Hon’ble Finance Minister for his
clear exposition of the real financial. position of the Province « before the House.

Now, Sir, if we are to build a newer and a happier Assam, I think, all will
agree with me that we require some new sources of income. Now in this con-
nection my hon. Friend Maulavi Abdul Khaleque has rightly pointed out that
the present Government should exert their utmost to prevail upon the Central
Government to get all the excise duties from kerosene and petrol  which
the Central Government is usurping. :

In the next place 1 pPress upon the Government to have a well-planned and
well regulated land policy from which Government can expect to get a good
amount of revenue.  We all know, Sir, that vast tracts of land is lying -fallow
in this Province particularly in the Upper Assam Valley and if the Government
settle these lands with intending parties with an annual rental and with a
premium we can get a good amount which would be helpful for our future work.

In the third place, Sir, I think it is admitted on all hands that the present
administration of our Province is top-heavy and we can ill-afford to mazintain
such a top-heavy administration.  The Government should do well to put an
end to this top-heavy administration and put the axe on the top and
thereby save some money which may be first utilised in giving relief to the
ill-paid- Ministerial Officers and utilising the restin other beneficial purposes.

In the fourth place, Sir, this Government like any other Government may
resort to taxation on condition that they tax only those who have the capacity to
pay and that the money so obtained is spent for the benefit of the poOr masses.
Now, Sir, we know, taking advantage of war conditions, many people of our
Province have earned a lot and in the reconstruction of the Province if
they make some contribution and in their failing that if Government tax a
portion of their income, it will be only fair and equitable and the present
disparity of wealth in the socicty to some extent may be minimised. These are
some of the sources, Sir, from which Government may try to get more revenue.
The Government should harness all other resources so that we may have
enough money for our essential requirements. If we once get the required money,
Sir, we can take to spread of education, say primary, secondary or collegiate
education. In the matter of education, my humble opinion is that primary
education should have priority to secondary or collegiate education. Primary
education should be made co mpulsory without any further delay. The pay of
the primary teachers should he raised and it should not be below Rs.30 per

get, like many other hon.

om the very admission
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month so that they may keep their pody and soul together to give instruction

to the children. : *
Sir, I may also mention that if we have enough money we can give more
medicine and more doctors for the remotest corners in the villages. We can take

up improved irrigation project and zll such other beneficial works.
5 'I‘Fl)lc Hf.m’bleg the SFEAKER: How long the hon. Member will take ? If

he has much to say, it will stand over for to-morrow. :
Maulavi NASIR-UD-DIN AHMED: [ shall speak to-morrow, Sir.

Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned till 11 A. M. oD Saturday, the 16th

March, 1946.

SHILLONG : A. K. BARUA,

The 20th April, 1946. Secretary, Legislative Assembly, Assam.
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