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» ASSAM LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

Proceedings of the Second Session of the first Assam Legislative
Assembly assembled under the provisions of the Government of
India Act, 1935

The Assembly met at the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 2 p.m. on Friday the
13th Auguse, 1937

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

STARRED QUESTIONS
Number of Tea Estates under Fee Simple Grant
Srijur KRISHNA NATH SARMAH asked :
#96. Will Government be pleased to state— :
(a) Number of Tea Estates under fec simple grant showing separa-
tely the total arca, area under tea, and area under forest ?
(b) Total number of Tea Estates under special grants other than
fee simple showing separately the total area, area under tea,
= and area under jungle ? =
- (¢) Whether any reservation and conditions for right-of-way
through these grants for the public are . incorporated along
with the settlement ?
(d) If any of these grants are subject to. revision, resumption or
. cancellation for not fulfilling any of the conditions men-
tioned in the grants ?
Tae Hon’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :
96. (¢)—Four hundred and eighty-six estates with a total area of
N = 407,934 acres.
| b)—One thousand four hundred and seventy-nine estates with
a total area of 619,979 acres.
No information is available as to the area under tea or under Jjungle
in these estates without individual references to the owners,
(¢)—Yes ; the rights-of-way which existed at the time of settlement
{ were specifically reserved in the deeds of sale or lease executed at settlement.
i (d)—No conditions of revision, resumption or cancellation exist in
.‘ the case of fee simple grants. In the case of grants under the New Lease
Rules, 1876, provision was made by Article 4 of the lease for the withdrawal

a VAR e Y

E of concessions in case of breach of the ¢ nditions specified in Article 3 of
the lease, upon which the land would be assessed under the ordinary
- rules.

Accommodation for ‘A’ and ‘B’ Division Prisoners in Jails
Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA asked :

*97. Will Government be pleased to state—(z) the accommodation for
<A and B’ Division prisoners in the Jails of the province and in which
jails are these arranged ? Y

(b)) The number of juvenile prisoners now undergoing imprisonment
and where are they ?

(¢) The number of female prisoners and where are they ?

(d) The number of “B” Division prisoners and where are they and
1 whether any game is allowed to them ?
. - (e) tht_hcr tl}ere is any provision for teaching classes for the juve-
nile convicts and if 50, is there any such class in any jail and, if so, where is
it ?
(f) Whether any newspapers are allowed to the prisoners and if so
what papers are they and are they supplied regularly ? 3
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TrE HoN’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

97. (a), (b) & {(¢)—A statement is placed on the table.

Statement referred to in reply to Starred Question No.97(a), (b) and (c) by Srijut
Purna Chandra Sarma 1o be put on the 13th August 1937

Accommodation “N]_,:',l,m ]ij]ie;is(i)cr)n Number of Number of
for “A’ and juvenile prison- female prison-

Name of Jail “B" Division prisoncrs ers confined ers confined
prisoners confined 00 on the 15th  on the 15th
available July 1937 July 1937 of July 1937

UGN ETS Y G T M. F.

Silchar ... 4 1 4 1
Sylhet ... 4 B o 48 : 4
Shillong ... 1ot ity, 5
Kohima . 4 . 4
Aijal 3 1 = 5
Dhubri ... 1 :
Gauhati ... 2 22 7
Tezpur .., 2 13 5 17 1 5
Nowgong... B e 1 1 Ao or ¥ 352 ot 6
Jorhat ... 10 3
Dibrugarh I 7 4
Sunamganj s
Karimganj :
Habiganj = 5 1
Seuth Sylhet : 5
Mangaldai 1
Sibsagar ... 2
Golaghat... 1 3
North Lakhimpur... ... =50 5
Total o 6 31 8 ... 140 1 37

*When necessity arises 4 seats, reserved for ““A’’ Division prisoners in the Sylhet District :

Jail, are wutilised for ““B*’ Division prisoners.

(d)—The number of ‘B’ Division prisoners in the various jails will
be found in the statement placed on the table. No game isallowed to them,
except at Sylhet where indoor games are allowed when any such prisoners
are confined in that jail.

(¢)—Teaching classes are regularly held for convicts of 30 years of
age and under at Sylhet, Gauhati and Tezpur jg.lls by paid eutside teachers.
Juvenile prisoners up to the age of 21 are also given elementary education in
3 R’s under a literate convict in the Jorhat an_cl l?ibrugarh Jails. At Silchar
the class is held whenever any literate convict is available for the purpose.

(f)—One copy of the daily “Statesman” and the copy of the
weekly “Times of Assam®’ are regularly supplied to “A” and ¢«B” Djvision
Prisoners, respectively.
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Srjur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : With regard to (¢) will the
Government be pleased to say why the same game is not allowed in the case
of other jails where there are juvenile prisoners ? :

THEe Hon’sre Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I
announced the other day that if this budget is passed we shall be glad to
provide for outside teachers in all district jails. rrop el

Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA': T beg your pardon, Sir. I put
my question under (d) regarding games.

THE Hon’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: No game
is allowed to these prisoners, excepting at Sylhet where arrangement has
been made for indoor games.

Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Why are not these games
allowed in other jails ?

THE HON’BLil?. Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I think
no demand has been made for such games. s oo

Sryur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Is there any provision in the
Assam  Jail Manual for the allowing of games to juvenile prisoners ?

Tue Hon'sLe SRyur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI I cannot
say that off-hand, Sir. But I think no provision is made, because the num-
ber of such prisoners in ordinary timesis very few and you require more
than one person to have some sort of game.

Sryur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : At least some time can be
allowed during day time for the juveniles in all jails for some sort of game ?

Tue HoN’BLE Sryjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Does the
hon. member refer to juvenile prisoners of all classes including G class ?

Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Yes.

Tue HONBLE Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: That
will be very difficult, because the rules do not permit the mixing of all
classes of prisoners. It will be especially dangerous in the case of Jjuveniles.

Srgur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: In the case of QG division
prisoners the games may be played amongst themselves. Do Govern-
ment consider that it will be harmful even then ?

Tue How’BLe Srgyur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: The
rules do not permit this, so far as C division prisoners are concerned,

Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAH: What time is set apart for the educa-
tion of these juvenile prisoners ?

Tue Hon’sLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: So far as
the classes are concerned, they are held during the day time. But the time
perhaps varies in the different jails,

Srqur DEBESWAR SARMAH : Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased
to state how many hours these juveniles are made to work during the day ?

. THE How’sLe Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I think
o_rdmanly the working hours are from morning to noon and after their food
till the afternoon. In the meantime some of the prisoners are required to
study for about 3 hours. So it comes to about 3 or 4 hours.

Srijur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA - Is it a fact that the juveniles
are made to work for 9 hours a day ?

Tre HoN’sLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I do not
know that, Sir.

Srgur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: Will the Hon’ble Minister
please enquire ?

Tue HoN’BLE Sriyjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : Yes, Sir.

Srjur . SARVESWAR BARUA: With reference to the Hon’ble
Minister’s reply that the rules do not provide for any games for juvenile pri
soners, may I know who made these rules ?
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THE Hon’BLe Srgur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: These
rules will be found in the Jail Manual.

Srijur SARVESWAR BARUA: Is not the provincial Government
the authority to make these rules ?

Tre Hon’BLE SrRijuT ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Yes.
Srijur SARVESWAR BARUA: Cannot the present Government
modify those rules so as to allow time for the juvenile prisoners for games ?

TuE Hon’BLE SrijuTr ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Does the
hon. member wish that to be done ?

Sryjur SARVESWAR BARUA: T do.

Tuae Hon’sLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Then, Sir,
I shall consider.

SrijuT PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Is the Hon’ble Minister aware
that some sort of special treatment is allowed to juveniles in jails under the
Jail Manual ?

Tae Hon’BLE SrRjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :  Surely.

Srygur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Will the Hon’ble Minister
kindly quote the rules under which this special treatment is allowed ?

(No reply)

Sryur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Regarding (f), Sir, is not
any other paper except the “Times of Assam’ and the “Statesman” allowed
to be read by the B and A division prisoners ?

Trae Hon’BLE SrRjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: These are
the two papers so far as T know.

Srgur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Has the Hon’ble Minister
any objection to allow any other paper like the “Patrika,” the ‘“Assamiya’ or
other local vernacular papers to the prisoners ?

Tue Honsre Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I have
no conscientious Ob}ijtion.NDRA e

Sryjur PURNA CHA A: Has he an iection ?

Trae Hon’sLE Srgur ROHINI KUMAR GHAUDYPI()ISIEE 'ObJVC'VF: (f:;vc

ot to look into other factors, viz., whether these papers have tcl be substi-
tuted, whether funds are available, what papers are actually wanted by the
class of prisoners who generally are placed in A and B division, etc

Srjur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Has the Hon’blé NEihisten any
objection to his own paper “Prativa” being read by the prisoners ?

* Tue Hon’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURT : [ have not
considered that matter yet, Sir. ;

Amount spent during 1936-37 for Rural Uplift im Nowgong district
Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA asked -

#98, (a) Will Government be pleased to state
1936-37 for rural uplift in the province and in the
particu]al‘(;; Is it a fact that the Rural Uplify

si ; e Rura ift S ;
spply .t o dvelopnets i v e e A
s also !
Boar (¢) If so, will Government be pleased to state
done under the Rural Uplift Scheme have b
Boards, and, if not, why not ?
(d) Will Government be pleased to state—(7) whether the amount
sanctioned last year for rural uplift has been spent up in all districts ?
And if not, why not ?

the amount spent during
dlStrICt Of NOwgong in

z whether the works
¢én done through the District
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(77) the amount proposed to be spent this vear for the said scheme
and whether any work has been taken up by those authorised to disburse the
amount in the district of Nowgong, which could not have been done by the
District Board ?

(e) Isit a fact that committees have been formed in each district
by the Deputy Commissioners for working the Rural Uplift Scheme, and, if
so, what is the principle in selecting members for such committees >

Tae Hon’srE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

98. (a))mlyg the province—Rs.59,794 ; in Nowgong—Rs.10,227.

(6)—Yes.

(c)—The late Government gave the District Officers complete dis-
cretion as to the agency to be employed for spending the money, which was
a Government of India grant. The District Officers employ the agency of
local boards if they so desire.

(d) (i)—There is no particular amount sanctioned for each year.
The whole grant was distributed and work is progressing according to pro-
grammes drawn up in each district.

(i7)-—In the Nowgong district a sum of Rs.13,621 is proposed to
be spent this year. Practically all the work would be done by the ILocal
]gogrd if the Deputy Commissioner thought fit to employ the agency of that

ody.

(e)—For the first rural development grant an advisory committee
consisting of the Deputy Commissioner or the Subdivisional Officer and the
Chairman of the Local Board and some other influential local gentlemen
including Council members was constituted in each subdivision. For the
second grant, which has been promised by the Government of India, the
advisory committee will be of a similar type, except that instructions have
been issued that up to four members of the Assembly, if available, shall be
included in the committee. : :

Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Regarding (¢) if these things
can be done by the local boards, has Government any objection at
prcscgt to have the rural uplift work done through the local boards this
year ¥ .

THE Hon'sLE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-RO_Y: Sir, the District
Officer has got discretion to use the Local Board as his agent. The amount
is handed over to the district officer. -

Sryjur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Why is not the grant made to
the Local Boards direct ? :

Tue Hon’sLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: It isagrant given
by the Government of India and it is for this Government to distribute the
grant to different districts. The district officers are entrusted with the
grant, because that is found to be more convenient.

Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : If the answer to (¢) is in the
aiﬁrma;ive why not the same grant be made this year to the Local Board
direct ?

Tee Hon’BLE REev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: There are map
reasons. There is a large number of people who want that the grant shoulg
be distributed by the district officer.

Sryjur  DEBESWAR SARMAH: Is Government aware that the
rural uplift grant was also indirectly utilised towards canvassing against
Congress cand1datels{ in tl‘}e ?st election ?

Tae Hon’BLE REV. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: I have no i
tion and I would like to know by whom it was utilised—by the LgcallnfoBrma&
members or by the district officer ? oo
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Sriyjur DEBESWAR SARMAH : In most cases different officers includ-
ing the Deputy Commissioner conjointly with the Local Board Chairman
carried on propaganda against the Congress candidates indirectly through
the resources placed at their disposal for rural uplift.

Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA asked : -

*99. (a) Isit a fact that in the district of Nowgong the Deputy Commis-
sioner invited only the Mouzadars and the Circle Sub-Deputy Collectors
and only a few outsiders to such a committee meeting recently held ?

(b) Will Government be pleased to state whether the Deputy
Commissioner invited local members of the Legislative Assembly to the said
meeting recently held, and, if not, why not ? - =

(¢) Will Government be pleased to state (i) wlgeth.er the Minister
for Local Self-Government visited any villages in the district of Nowgo?lg
in his recent tour and, if so, (i) what are those villages and whether he
met the villagers ? X ; 1

(d) If the answer to (¢) (i) above is in the affirmative, Wi
Government be pleased to state whether the Minister made any promiises to
those people for making a grant for water supply to those people and if so,

asany grant been made therefor ?

The HoN’sie Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied : At

99. (a)—To facilitate the drawing up of a programme of work all Suh-
Deputy Collectors and Mauzadars were invited to a meeting along with the
members of the Deputy Commissioner’s Advisory Committee. -

1 (b)—He invited those members who are members of his AE“'ISC.’TY
Committee. On that committee thereis one member of the Legislative
Council and 4 members of the Legislative Assembly. .

(€)—(#)—Yes. (it)—He visited the villages of Dharamtul, Fulagur?
and Mori Kollang.

(d)—The Hon’ble Minister explained to the villagers that a new
grant of 5 lakhs has been promised by the Government of India for rural
uplift and that the Nowgong district will get its share.

Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: May I know whether the
Hon’ble Minister made any promise to those people particularly that some
money would be available for water-supply ?

THE Hon’Bre Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: There was no
special promise of that kind. The answer has already been given.

Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA asked: !

*100. Will Government be pleased to state (a) whether the ALERON
of the Hon’ble Minister on that occasion was drawn' to similar der_nam.is
in other parts of the district by any of those who accompanied him in
his tour P If so, has anything been done in that regard ?

(b) whether the attention of the Hon’ble Minister in' charge of
Local Self-Government was drawn to the  fact that in the district of
Nowgong a considerable mileage of roads hasbeen taken over by the
Nowgong Local Board during the last three years without any' increase
of grant from the Government for the purpose ?

(¢) Do Government propose to increase the grant _of Nowgong
Boards for the purpose of improving the condition of roads” and water-
supply and if so, by how much ? 4

Tue How’sre Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

100. (a)—Yes. The Local Advisory Comimittee will undoubtedly do
their best for every village. ’

(6)—Not in the last three years. The Jagi road and two feeder
roads were abandoned by the Public Works Department in 1932 and the
Dhing road from the rainy season of 1932-33. The Board took over these
roads for the sake of public convenience, but in view of the then condition
of provincial finances no extra grant could be given to the Board.
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(¢)—Any increase during the current year of the Nowgong Board’s

grant could be made only by a reduction of the grants of other Boards,

Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Inview of the circumstances
under which these roads were abandoned and also in view of t’he fact_ _that
the condition of roads in Nowgong is very bad, does the Hon’ble Ministey
think it proper to increase the grant to the Nowgong Local Board ?

Tre Hon’BLE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: I have already
answered, No.

Haripani Ghat in the Jogighopa-Bangaigaon road
Mauravi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI asked :

*101. Are Government aware that— g )

? (@) ‘?I'he big gap at Haripani ghat in the Jogighopa-Bap
road is a source of great inconvenience to the
traffic, mail runners, and the public particular]
rains ? - _

(6) The private enterprises hesitate to start motog s
this road owing to the crossing of this gap :
(¢) If not, will Government please inquire into the matter ? :
d) If not, why not ?
THE (H)ON’BLE ‘MavLavi Sarvio SR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
el : : ience to the trave]l;

101. (a)—All ferries are a limited inconvenien ravellin
lic, but -th(is)onc not more than any of the other numerous ferries in A

b) & (¢)—No.

Ea‘%-—T(h)e hon. member is referred to the answer to 100(q) already
Smeﬁich;c;v:I&sH}SI(?SsICjDDIN AHMED: Isit n%f adfﬁct éh,:lt the Jogi-
ghopa-Bangaigaon road has been taken up by ﬂﬂimﬁ% SAOZIi)I:ILL

Tue Hon’BLE Mauravr Saryip SR MUHA e A: The
road has been taken up but that does not mean that the ferry wij] be
bridged. -

MauLavi GHYASUDDIN AHMED : Isit not a fact that the lowest
tender was accepted for this road ?

THE HON’BPI..E Mauravi Sarvio SE MUHAMMAD SAADULT4 .
That question does not arise. !

I&AULAVI GHYASUDDIN AHMED : _In view of th}: fact_ Fhat the
lowest tender was accepted, could not the saving therefrom be utilised £,
the construction of the bridge ? ; i

Tae Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : That is an expression of opinion,

MavrLavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALIT asked :

*102. (@) Is it in the contemplation of Government to construct o per-
manent bridge over the Haripani stream ?

(6) If so, when ?
(¢) If not, what are the reasons ?
Tae HoNBLE Mauravi Savio Sl MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
rephed:
102. (a)—No.
(6)—Does not arise.

(c)—Government have recently spent

: : over Rs.1,88,000 on
this road and further improvement must waijt until other roads e
improved.

Mavravi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI:
it desirable to include this bridge in the Road

gaigaon
wheeled
y during the

€rvices along

g pub-
ssam,

Will Government consider
Board programme ?
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Tae HonN’BLe Mauravi Sarvin S;ir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
The hon. member has just come from a meeting of the Communications
Board and all the programme that has been prepared after due consultation
with the Local Boards and district officers were laid before him. He has
Just passed certain scheme and this bridge is not included in that list.

Mauvravi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: May I know what was the
recommendation of the district officer regarding the construction of this
bridge?

g][‘ma Hon’sLe MaAuLAvI SArviD StRe MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I
want notice of that.

Mavravi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI asked :

*103. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) What is the estimated cost for the construction of a permanent
bridge over the Haripani stream on the Jogighopa-Chapa-

uri road ?

(b) Whether the bridge is in the scheme of the Road Board
programme ?

(¢) If not, do Government propose to include this project in the
Road Board programme as an urgent necessity ?

(d) If not, what are the reasons ?

Tue HoN’BLE MauLAvI Sarvip SR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
103. (a)—No estimate has been prepared.

(&) & (¢)—No. X
{d)—The hon. member is referred to the answer to question
No. 102. (c). :

Monopoly for running motor lorries on the Jogighopa-Chapaguri
road

MavLavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI asked :

*104. (a) Is it in the contemplation of Government to give monopoly
to private enterprises by way of encouragement to run the motor services
along the Jogighopa-Chapaguri road ?

(b) If so, on what terms and conditions ?
(¢) If not, what are the reasons ?
Tre How’sLE MAuLAvI Satvip SR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
104. (a)—No. :
(6)—Docs not arise.
(9)—Government do not propose to give any monopoly over the

road in question or on any other road in the plains of
Assam., 4

Mavravi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI asked :

*105. (a) Are Government aware
recently in a public meeting expressed
giving monopoly for a limited period
conditions ?

(8) If not, do Government Propose to enquire into the matter ?

Tue Hon’sLE Mauravi Sarvip S MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied : o

105. (z)—No.
(6)—No.

that the public of Goalpara

their full sympathy in favour of
on certain suitable terms and

i)
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Settlement of lands with Immigrants

Mauvravi Sarvip ABDUR ROUF asked :
*106. Will the Hon’ble Revenue Minister be pleased to state—
(a) Whether settlement of land is being denied, to a section of the
people of this Province, termed by the Revenue Department
as “Immigrants” within areas closed to them and within

Assamese Immigrant lines in the subdivision of Barpeta and
in other places ?

(b) If so, what does the term “Immigrant’ imply ?
THE Hon’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :
106. (a)—Yess
(b)—The term “immigrant” includes all persons who come from
the Surma Valley or from districts outside the Province,

excluding tea garden and  ex-tea garden coolies, Nepalese
and Marwaries:

Tue Hon’sLE THE SPEAKER : Government will do better by not
using the term “coolie™.

Tue How’BLE SRyur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : Very well
Sir, ‘tea garden labourers.’ ;

Mauvravi Saryip ABDUR ROUF asked :

*107. What is the nationality and status of the children of persons
styled as “Immigrants”, born and brought up in Assam ?

Tue Hon’srE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

107. —Nationality—Indian. If certificate of domicile is granted under
the rule laid down in the Assam Executive Manual, they will be con-
sidered as domiciled Assamese.

Mavravi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURI VIDYA-

BINODE: Do Government propose to expunge the word ‘‘immigrant’
from the official records ?

(No reply.)

Mauvravi MUHAMMAD AMIRUDDIN: What does the term
‘children of the s0il’ mean? The question was: What is the nationality
and status of the children of persons styled as ‘immigrants’, born and
brought up in Assam? Are the children of persons, styled. as immigrants,
born and brought up in Assam, also immigrants? .

TrE Hon'BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR: CHAUDHURI: That will
depend on how the word ‘immigrant’ is understood. For the purpose of
colonisation: scheme,. they will be considered as immigrants..

MavLavi MUHAMMAD AMIRUDDIN: Suppose children of the
soil born and brought up in Assam live in Assam for 12 or 15 years.
Are they immigrants? : Y

Tue How'mie Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Unti
they acquire domicile certificate they will be considered as lmmigrants.
The term immigrant is used only to give them the benefit of the colonisation
scheme. If they get a domicite certificate they will be considered domiciled
Assamese.

MauLavi MUHAMMAD AMIRUDDIN: Will they be entitled to
the same civic rights as the Assamese ople?

Tre How're. Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURL: If they
acquire a certificate of domicile, they will acquire the same rights as other
domiciled persons get.

MauLavi MUHAMMAD AMIRUDDIN: What is meant by ‘other
domiciled' natives’? Theanswer is very vague. If immigrants shall be
favoured with a domiciled: certificate, the Hon’ble Minister says, they will be
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entitled to the same rights and privileges as other domiciled natives and not
as children of the soil. To what rights and privileges will they be entitled?
If they get a domicile certificate, will they be treated as children of the
soil—may I be allowed to ask?

Tue Honsie Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I have
already said that if they get a certificate of domicile, they will get the same
rights as other members of the domiciled community.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : What will be the status of the
children of immigrants who have been here_for the last 20 or 35 years ?

Tae Hoxeie Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I have
already answered that question, Sir.

Mz. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : Is it necessary for such children
to acquire a certificate of domicile ?

Tue Honw'sre Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Yes, Sir ;
if he wants to acquire the rights of a2 member of the domiciled community.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: May I understand that such
rights are not acquired by such children even after a stay of 20 or 35 years ?

Tre How’sie Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I think
hon. member knows the provisions of the rule for acquiring a domicile
certificate.

Mzr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : Is it necessary for such children
who are born of immigrant father to become domiciled even after he has
lived here for 20 or 35 years ?

Tue Howsre Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : Yes, Sir,
he must.

Mr. KEDARMAI, BRAHMIN: How long will he have to stay in
Assam in order to acquire the status of the sons of the children of the soil ?

Tue Hox’re Srjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : The hon.
member is referred to rules in the Executive Manual.

Mr. KEDARMAL BRAHMIN : Is there any difference between the
rights of domiciled and the rights of indigenous people.

Tue Hon’BLE Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I think
the rights are same as those of the Assamese people.

MAULAVI Saryip ABDUR ROUF : How long a man will have to remain
in Assam to acquire the status of a domicile ? How long has he got to
remain here to acquire the rights of the children of the soil ?

“Tue Hon’sLe Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :  There are
several conditionsin the rule. Mere long stay does not entitle a man to
get a certificate of domicile. He will have to satisfy the rules laid down in
the Executive Manual.

Mauvrav: Saryio ABDUR ROUF :  Even before 1912 some people from
Mymensingh came to the Kamrup district. Are these people immigrants
in the sense in which Government is expecting the immigrants of Assam to
conform to the rule laid down in the Executive Manual, to get a domicile
certificate ?

Tue Hon’sLe Srjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I have
no information that people came before 1912 and I do not know how they
have been treated now.

Kuan Samms MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: May T know
if there is any difference between immigrants and domiciled immigrants ?
These two terms overlap each other.

Tue Hon’sre Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Any
immigrant may obtain a certificate of domicile under the rules.

Mavravi MUHAMMAD AMIRUDDIN.: But, Sir, in the Executive
Manual, rule 307 does not set forth that any immigrant who is favoured

”u
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with a domicile certificate shall be entitled to the same civic rights as the
Assamese people. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to issue a circular
to the effect that those immigrants who have been favoured with domiciled
certificates will be entitled to the same civic rights as the indigenous
people ?

Tue Hon’sre Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: There is

no necessity to issue such a circular. The rules are very well known to
district officers.

Mavuravi Saivio ABDUR ROUF asked : - ;

. ®108. Is the Hon’ble Minister prepared to consider the desirability of
givmg the persons mentioned in question 107 equal status with the bona fide
inhabitants of the Province ? :

Tue Hown'sLe Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :
108.—The question is not understood as it is not stated in what respect
““ equal status ’ is wanted for the Immigrants,

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
Mechpara and Bijni Court of Wards Estates

Mauravi MATIOR RAHMAN MIA asked :

199. Are Government aware that the Jotedars of the Goalpara
district are realising, even through the Law Courts, sums, 1n the name and
style of Local Rates, much in excess of what they have themselves g10t to
pay to their superior landlords; and if so, do Government _prqpo:,t; to
take early and effective steps to put a stop to such unjustified realisation

THE Hon’srLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

199.—Government have received no complaints from thef tenants f_‘f"
excessive local rates being realised from them. The provisions f’ Sfecuoél
of the Local Rates Regulation, though complicated, are quite ¢ eiliﬂant d?g
lenant can legally be forced to pay more than his share, as hca% ;.Ii;dar
accordance with that section, of the local rates assessed on the e

in respect of his land.

MavLavi MATIOR RAHMAN MIA: aff cafa fafs2 =fstai
STV B @ 009 0B g ofacs A WA (€ 417

THE HON’BLE SRI_]UT ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI. Girﬁfq
IF @3fa 2qca ) ’

MavLana ABDUL HAMID KHAN: %l (¥ 737 (3 (FeilS! €41’
@5 @3 f15:) en1s @3 g3 By AfcEa cap {q[d FAA OET WG T BiFfe
sRdEBCF @] (A P

Tue HON'BLE Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: g3
Tl A6 C3 RRl #3 AR | @3 famy wgamta w0 @7 Aa] Afq ws
SleTiAR I1B(ALF @2 43I AmSEra 9 w4 )



626
Mavnana ABDUL HAMID KHAN: 351 g #e; &= Elsoia @
e T BrEl = 91 2EElE vidl (wa AAfsal A1 fa ?

Tae Hon'sLe Srjur ROHINTI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: =ang =ia
T i@ s s B FE (A TS fatas- 1 2123 |

Mavtavi MATIOR RAHMAN MIA: =% sfows 2facefe @
cofatatel R (STSAIEAT STRIAI WA SATW3 (395 2Frs FA% I
qtaq ¢4 BiE WA FAA SET AHFRA STE[a7 BT QAT AW (7
21| Fon, @eta REs A& A 3 39 o335 safaea wrE A

@77 |ATY Sitd AfSfIw &3 +9 Ainfa 35 3l 220 fF =1 3l gifacs
“ifa fop

Tue Hox’sLe Srjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : @2 51164
a5 3513 Ffa (6" T |

Police Officers of North Salmara Police Station
Srijur PARAMANANDA DAS asked :

200. (a) Isita fact that the Police Officers of North Salmara Poi
Station enquire about my whereabouts, sometimes weekly, sometimes t ke
a week, since my election to the Legislative Assembly Assam ? by

(b) If the answer is in the affirmative, will ’thc Hon’ble Mini
be pleased to state the reason forit ? e Minister

Tue Hon’BLE MauLavi SAIVID S MUHA :
replied : MMAD SAADULLA
200. (a)—No.
(b)—Does mot arise.
Srjur PARAMANANDA DAS:  Will th X s :
to state whether he called for any report frosllt-?: llitl)hg\/I 181;2@1; 5 ?leawd
Salmara about this ? e Officers of North

Tue Hon’BLE Mauravi SAviD Sir
Yes, Sir, I called for a report and on that reMUHAMMAD o T

have given the reply. port of the Police Officers, I
Yes, Sir. IR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
that iﬁlégauﬁgigygaﬁlﬂDA DAS: Am I to disbelieve my own eyes

Ratla-khal in Sunamganj Subdivision

Mautavi MuraMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN GHAUDHURI asked :

201. Are Government aware of th

the Ratla-khal (fsml %19) fowing from thr gy it the strong CUCT, o

m the Boulai river, damages the Boro

w—r]
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crops of ‘Halir Haor’ covering thousands of kals, within the limits of
Dharma Passa thana, in the subdivision of Sunamganj ?

202. Is it a fact that the inhabitants of some 30 wvillages who cultivate
Boro crops in Halir Haor submitted a petition to the Chairman, Sunamganj
Local Board, praying for a sluice-gate to be placed at the mouth of the
khal in order to prevent the current in the earlier part of ‘the Bengali year
and thus protect the only crops of the people of the locality, and that that
petition was forwarded to the Subdivisional Officer, Sunamganj, by the
Chairman ?

203. Ifso, what was the result of that petition ?
THE Hon’BLE REV. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

201.—Yes, it is reported that damage only takes place in years of early
monsoon and flood. There was, for example, no damage this year.

202 and 203.—A petition from the villagers of Lambabak wag received
by the Chairman in June 1936 and forwarded by him to the
Officer. The Subdivisional Officer returned the petition to the Chairman
with the intimation that if the Board were unable to help the villagers they
might be advised to approach the Zamindars as the bund would be to their
benefit.

-Mavravi MAHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURT : Did
the Subdivisional Officer of Sunamganj consult the Government before he
returned the application to the Chairman ?

Tre HON’BLE REv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : I could not follow the
hon. member. Will he please repeat his question.

Mauravi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURT -
the answer it is written that the Subdivisional Officer returned
to the Chairman with the intimation that it the Board were unable to help
the villagers they might be advised to approach the Zamindars as the bund
would be to their benefit. So, my question is : did the Subdivisional Officer
consult the Government before writing this note ?

= 'IéHE HoN’BLE Rgzv. J- J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: T have no informa-
ion, Sir,

MavuLavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHUR]J :
Are Government ready to enquire into the matter whether the strong
current of the Ratla-kha] damages the Boro crops of ‘Halir Haor® ?

TlfIE Hon’BLE REv. J-J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Government have al-
ready inquired into the matter.

Mavravi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI :

Bl %:grﬁrgc,nt Pl‘ﬁpose to place a ‘bund’ on that Khal ?
N'BLE REv. J. J. M. L Soky i :
and belongs to Zaminda{s,‘I M. NICHOLS-ROY That is a private land

Mavravi MUK AM

Subdivisional

In
the petition

. MAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI :
ggan??}’cmment think that this ‘bund’ will in no way benefit the
The Hon’sLE Ry 2
tenants of the ZI—lminc.Ia‘Zé J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : It concerns the
Mavravi MUHAMM.

Will Government plea?gMAD S e B I BT

be benefited by the ¢ bundl?%un‘c into the matter whether the tenants will
answz':mas}i{toiN’Bm REy, J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : That, Sir, I cannot
. S a question t f the Zamindars,
N it M%HA}(\)/FM;]%t concerns the tenants of the Zamindars

: MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHUR] -
May I know, Sir, why the Hon’ble Minister cannot answer ?
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ToE How'sLe Rev.]. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : This is a matter

which will have to be considered whether Government has anything to do
with this matter.

Representation of members in the Local Boards
MauLavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI asked :

204. .9t Government please state whether Government propose to
increase the number of members of the Local Boards in view of the fact that
the number of electors has been greatly enlarged ? - :

205. If so, has Government any scheme under consideration for the
purpose ? 2 ;

206. If the answer to question No. 204 is in the aﬁir_matwc, glo Govcrp—
ment propose to split up the plural member canstif:uepmes now in vogue in
some areas and to form single member constituencies in their steads having
regard to the largeness of areas as well as electorate ?

207. Will Government please state whether it is a fact that the Sunam-
ganj Local Board passed a resolution asking Government to allot seats of the
Board to the different communities according to population basis ?

208. If so, what was the result of that resolution ?

THE HoN’BLE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

204-206.—The whole question of Local Board representation is at present
under the considerati f Government.
MAuLAVI ﬁ%lﬂ!ﬁMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI :

May we know when Government will inform us the result of their
consideration ?

KHAN BanaDUR Mavravi KERAMAT ALI : This  question has
been asked many a time.

THE HON’BIY,E Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : I have already
answered that question several times in this House.

THE Hon’BLE REv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

207 and 208.—The hon member is referred to the reply to a similar
question asked at this session by Maulavi Dewan Md. Ahbab Chaudhuri,

Persomal Assistant to the Inspector General of Police
Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA asked:

209. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) If there are any rules laying down especial qualifications for

holders of the post of Personal Assistant to the Inspector General
of Police ?

(6) Ifso, what are the rules ?

(¢) Whether Indians are debarred from being appointed to the post
by any of the rules ?

(d) When was this post created ?

(¢) How many Indians and how many non-
held this post ?

(/) What is the present percentage of Indian and non-Indian Officers
who are eligible for this post ?

Indians have since then




629

THE Hon’BLE MAurLAvi Sarvip S;ir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

209. (a)—The post now designated Assistant to the Inspector General
of Police is in the grade of the Superintendent of Police. There is no
rule laying down any special qualification for the holder of this post but
as a matter of practice the Assistant Inspector General of Police should
ordinarily be a fairly Senior Officer with an intimate knowledge of District
Police Work, able to deal efficiently with the Assam Rifles on technical
matters. He must also be able to act for the Inspector General in emergent
cases when the latter is on tour.

(b)—Does not arise.

(¢)—No.

(d)—In 1912.

(e)—The post has all along been held by non-Indians except once
for a short period.

(f)—There is no percentage.

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : Am I to understand, Sir, that
during the last 25 years that only one Indian Police Officer has, been
available ?fio fill the post of the Personal Assistant to the Inspector General
of Police !

THE HonN’BLE Mauravi Sarvip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULILA -

The reply is given in question No. 209(e), that the post has all along been
held by non-Indians except once for a short period.

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : AmI to understand that there
had been dearth of senior Indian Police Officers with the requisite
qualification for holding the post more or less permanently ?

Tre HoN’BLE Mauravi Sarym Sii MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
There was no dearth of senjor Indian Police Officers with intimate
knowlcdg_e of district police work but none of them had any knowledge to
deal efficiently with the technical matters of the Assam Rifles,

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : Did Government afford any

facilities to the Indian Poli ffi for acquiri th :
the Assam Rifles o n Police Officers quiring e experience of

THE HoON'BLE Mauravi SAviD SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
The Officers of the Assam Rifles are recruited by the Central Government
and we have got no hand in the matter. ;

. MR. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : May I know how the Eun
Police Officers acquire that experience ? R

The b HON'BLE  Mauravi Sarvio S MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
pPean Police Officers acquire the experience of the Assam Rifles

because ; i 7
PrAt they are posted as Assistant Political Officers in the Frontier

Policlzlll'f g‘RUN KUMAR CHANDA : Has not the Superintendent of
THE I?‘IChz}r something to do with the Assam Rifles ?

Ves i 8iF h 01'8‘7 BLE Mavuravi Sarvio Sk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

et ¢ Superintendent of Police of Cachar is in charge of Assam
esl\/i: 2 Xle{ry technical sense only.

f: ilities t }P 2 KU.MAR CHANDA : Do Government propose to afford

acithties to the Indiap Police Officers to acquire necessary qualification

by posting them as Assistant Political Oftcers 2 ]

v
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TrE HoN’BLE MAULAVI SAIYID Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Yes, Sir. Of late we have posted many young Indian Police Officers as
Assistant Political Officers.

Complaint against the Location of Rice and Oil Mills in Sibsagar
town

Srijur BHUBAN CHANDRA GOGOI asked:

9210. Is it a fact that Nathuram Joydewal Khenka Rice Mills and
the Ramdeo Ramsoi Rice and Qil Mills are situated in: the Sibsagar town
in a locality which is surrounded by residential quarters, educational
institutions. and mosques ? :

211. Isit a fact that the above Mills were established against the
vehement protest from the rate-payers, as being a source of nuisance and
detrimental to the health and hygiene of the locality ?

2192, Is it a fact that the Commissioner of the Assam Valley Division and
the Director of Public Health of Assam, both of them, admitted the bona fide
of the grievances of the rate-payers?

213. Will Government be pleased to state the reason why the opinions
and suggestions of the immediate authority and the expert were not
heeded to ? e

914. Will Government be pleased to state whether it is their policy
to encourage “the improvement of a little town, as remarked by the then
Hon’ble Minister in charge of Local Self-Government, at the cost of the
health and lives of its rate-payers and their young children ? T

9215. Is it a fact that Ramdeo Ramsoi Mills which had permission for
running a rice mill only under certain conditions, has been running oil mills
too ?

216. Will Government be pleased to state whether they propose to take
steps against this violation of conditions ?

217. Do Government propose to enquire and take steps against the
owner of the oil mill and also against the person or persons responsible for
allowing the owner to run the mill, beyond the scope of the permission ?

Tue HowsLE REv. J.J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

910.—The locality in which the mills are situated is the bazar area
of the town.

211.—Yes.

212.—Yes.

913.—The mills were established with the permission of the Municipa]
Board of Sibsagar. Subsequently the Commissioner passed an order prohi-
biting the establishment of the mills subject to the confirmation of the Local
Government. The case came up to the late Government on appeal and
it was held by them that the Commissioner’s order was, legally, not main-
tainable.

Kuan Bamapur Mauravi KERAMAT ALI : Isita fact that there
are educational institutions and mosques near the rice and oil mills in-
Sibsagar town © -

TrE HONBLE REV..J.J‘- M. NICHOLS-ROY : All the informations
we have got, Sir, are given in the reply.

Kuax Bagapur Mauravi KERAMAT ALI: The question was whe-
ther these rice and oil mills are situated near the educational institutions

pp—
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and mosques. " My question 'is'whether it'is a fact that there aré schools
and mosques near these rice and oil mills. - ToNs

"Tur Howsie’ Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY | 1do not know that,
Sir, but T'take the statement of the hon. member as 4 fact. :

~ "Mr.NABA. KUMAR DATTA : Is it a fact that the Hon’ble
Minister saw some residential quarters on his way to Dibrugarh recently 2

THE HoN’BLE REV. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : I did not notice that;:
Sir.

KuaN BAHADUR Mauravi KERAMAT ALT : Is* it not a Fict
that the Commissioner of a  Division is  entitled ‘to rescind a resolution
passed by the Municipal Board if it is found against ‘the interests of thé"
rate-payers ? (

Tae” Hon’sLe Rev.  J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY - According to ‘the
Act he can suspend the resolution.

- "KHAN BAHADUR ‘Mavravi KERAMAT ALI: Will  the Hon’hle
Minister be pleased to state why the order passed by the * Commissioner was
not legal ? %

Tue Hon’BLE REV. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY :  Well, Sir, that was the
decision of the previous Government. - :

Kuan BAHADUR MaurLavi KERAMAT ALI: On 'what ground the

revious Government thought that the orders passed bv the Commissioner

t legal ?
wereTI:?E Hcg)N’BLE REv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Ih.canngt tell all the
ich led:the previous Government to pass that order,
grouan;AV;hBAHADUR IVIPAULAVI KERAMAT ALI: Ts the order confiden-
e -
L TrE HoN’BLE REV, J.J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : The order is not confi-
dential, Sir. * If the hon. member wants to know the order, he can 'get it

2
25 KHAN BAHADUR MaurLavi KERAMAT ALI: - Isita fact that the order
was passed because the Municipal Board having already given permission
for the opening of the factory, the buildings could not be ordered to be
dismantled ?

Tee HoN’BLE REV J. J. M. NIGHOLS-ROY: It 'is stated in the
reply that the Municipal Board permitted the firms to establish the factory.

KHAN BAHADUR MaurLavi KERAMAT ALI: Isit nota fact that the
Commissioner passed that order after consul ting the Director of Public
Health who also reported that the rice mills were a source of nuisance ?

THE HoN’BLE REv, J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : It is.already. stated
in the reply that the Commissioner did not want the Board to allow the
establishment of factories there; but the previous Government thought that
the Commissioner did not do it according to law.

MR. NABA KUMAR DATTA : . Are the prest:n; Government | pre-

d to revi revious Government f -
PaI,'CTHE HO;&:B%; &){;lsrs c}f: "—EG 11\34 NICHOLS-ROY : The reply is ther;z,
Sir.  The Municipal Board is competent, according to the Act, to give per-

ission ‘or not ive it.

e KHAN BA:IOADgI;; Mauravi KERAMAT ALIL: Nciw bthaih;he(} Oﬁi‘gﬁgf
passed by the Municipal Board were found to be 1rregclll ;i_lr YIf T
sieRcE, Whysashople, the, Goyermmentuigvie thag ?lrlee al. and inconsistent
passed by the previous Government are found to be . gthcm ) >
is there any bar for the present Government to  revise :
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Tuee Hon’sie Rev. J. !J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : ' Well, Sir, the
matter has not been referred to the present Government.

Kuan Bauapur Maviavi KERAMAT ALI: Will the Hon’ble
Minister be pleased to take action if the matter is referred to him ?

Tae Hon’sLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Sir, the difficulty will
be that these mills have been established, and ‘established according to
the order ‘of the Municipal Board in accordance with the law, and once
they have been established I'do not see how they can be ‘removed.

KuaN BaHADUR Mavravi KERAMAT ALI: Isit nota fact that the
owners of these mills built those buildings /at their own -risk -because they
are presumed to know that the orders of the Municipal Boatd wéte - liable
to be rescinded or might be rescinded ?

Rai Bamapur PROMODE CHANDRA DATTA: May T suggest

to the hon. member to approach the members of the Municipal Board con-
cerned ?

Kuan Bamapur Maurayi KERAMAT ALI: The Municipal Board

‘l:::d approached times without number but they did not care to pay any

THE HoN’BLE REv, J. J. M. NIGHOLS<:RQY: The Municipal Board

is a self-governing body and it has power todo what they like subject to the
provisions of the Act,

Tue HoN’BLE REv, J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

214.—The matter is not a question of Government policy but = concerns
the action of a self-governing Body. No factory employing mechanical power
can be established in any Municipality without the previous written per-
mission of the Board and the Board s empowered under section 235(2) of
the Municipal Act to refuse permission if the establishment of such factory
would be objectionable or a nuisance. As already stated the Municipal
Board gave the required permission in this case. :

215.—Permission was given by the Board to Ramdeo Ramshri to.run a
rice and oil mill. ;

216.— Governmeni are not aware of the violation of any of-the, condi-
tions under which the Municipal Board gave permission to establish the

.217.—Does not arise.

Cases under the Assam Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1935
Basu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI asked -

918. Will Government be pleased to state—

() The number of persons detained and the number 6f
whese personal liberty has been restricted under ' the Pigit;il;
Criminal Law Amendment Act of 1935 ?

(b) Has there been any occurrence of terrorist crimes Within ‘the

rovince in 1936-37 ¥ :

(¢) If the answer is in the negative, will Governmient state if they
propose to release unconditionally the said detenus - and
remove all restrictions under the Act and abolish the D, I. B.
specially ‘appointed for the purpose ?

—

- P —



633

Tie HoNBLE  MAULAVI “SArviD Sir MUHAMMAD SAADUELA
replied :

218. (a)=—The hon. member probably. refers to the Assam | Criminal
Law AmendmentAct (IIXof 1934), and not'to the Amending Aect (VI
of 1935) which deals with the possession of objectionable newspapers, books
and other documents; etc. .

.. At present there are two_persons detained in, and one externed from,
Assam under the Act, ITI of 1934. ;

- (b)—Nao. Attempts were, however, being made . by member.s of
terrorist organisations to recruit others and to procure arms and ammunition
for the perpetration of outrages.

(¢)--No.

Number of handlooms in Assam
Srijur KRISHNA NATH SARMAH asked: :

219,: Is;it a fact that according to.the Censusrof 1921 there are 4,21,367
ordinary handlooms in Assam producing 224 million yards of cloth annual-
ly. 2 !

Tae HoN’BLE Mauravi MD. ALTI HAIDAR KHAN replied :

219.—Acc6rding to the Census. of 1921 there . were 4,21,367 ordinary
handlooms in the province, No figures of the production of cloth are given
in.-the Census Report of that year and the figure of 224 million yards men-
tioned. by the, hon. member was calculated in. 1936 in reply to a question
asked by Khan Bahadur Maulavi Keramat Ali in the old Assam Legislative
Council,

Srijur KRISHNA NATH SARMAH: Does the Hon’ble Minister
in charge .of Agriculture and Industries think that this cottage industry
should be encouraged and some funds should be placed for this purpose,
so that more clothes may be produced ?

. THE HON’BLE Mayravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN: We have _no
objection; of course; to encourage it, but the public have their  own choice,
whether to. take it up or not. Government. is doing its best to encour-
age the industry.

l_easlédt{iflAth‘ Al';[IT NARAYAN DEV: Will the Hon’ble Minister be
lI:ow s St: ein;?t:?iigz t::f‘ these looms belong to private persons and
neticrg.w Hon'srr Mauravi MD., ALI HAIDAR KHAN: I want

Srjur  DEBESWAR SARMAH: Will the Hon’hle Mini

leased to state-whether-he proposes to issue a. cizcula. to. - the suﬁiﬁlat[;ﬁ
in his department for purchasing and using Khadi ?

Tae How'BLE Mavurtavi. MD:: ALT: HAIDAR KHAN: I will look
into-its possibilities. .

o SRI?UT MAHADEV SARMA: May we know in what way he is

ing the Industry ?
enco%:lgull-lgon’BLE MAUIYAVI MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN: Government

officers have been given instructions and we have also distributed looms
where necessary.
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Reservation of seats)in the Local and Municipal Boards, for Scheduled
Castes, etc,
Basu AKSHAY KUMAR DAS asked :

[£11:220. D6 Government ‘propose’ “reservation of seats” for!the : Scheduled
Castes and ftribal® people in the Local and Municipal ‘Boards 2

Tue Hon’sLE REv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

220.—So far as Local Boards are concérned the answer is in the affirma-
tive. : . £ 4
In Municipalities—as the hon. member is aware—there are at present
no reserved seats for any community and Government will be réluctant to
introduce this principle into Municipal elections. 4 .

Basu AKSHAY KUMAR DAS: May I know the reasons of Govern-
ment being reluctant to introduce reservation of seats in Municipalities ?

Tue Hon’sLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : ' Sir, we discussed that
question yesterday regarding nomination ; this means almost the same.

Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: Am 1T to understand, Sir, that there
will be no reservation in case there is nomination ?

TeE Hon’BLE REv J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Sir, this is a very
difficult question.  We want to see what 'this House decides. If this House
wants that we should introduce Special Electorates or reservation of seats
in the Municipalities, we are ready to do that; but whether this House
wants this  or not—that is the question. !

Srgur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Is it a fact that Government
is opposed to the principle of separate representation in regard to the Muni-
cipalities, as found in the answer to this question ?

Tue How’srLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Well, Sir, that calls
for the opinion of Government. I am not ready to give my opinion just
now ! :

Rat Banabur PROMODE CHANDRA DATTA: Is not the whole
matter under consideration now ?

THE HON’BLE REv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : ' Yes, Sir, it is under
consideration.

r ;:’BABU AKSHAY KUMAR DAS: When this consideration will be
ripe ?
Sryjur RUPNATH BRAHMA :  So far as the Local Boards are con-

cerned, c!o Government ' think that mere reservation: of seats will best
serve the interests of the tribal people ?

‘Tre Hon’BLE REv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Government think that

it is asking for opinion. Government want to see the opinion of the House
before they come to any decision.

Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: What is the view of Government ?

Tue Hon’sie Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: The view of the Goy-
ernment will be formulated after they have heard the opinion of the House,

Appointment in the Indian Police Service

Kuan Sans Mauravi SAYIDUR RAHMAN asked :

221. Will Government be pleased to state the number of outsiders
nominated to the Indian Police Service from Assam since 1929 and to what
community each of them belongs ? ‘

222. Is it a fact (a) that no Mahomedan has ever been nominated to
the Indian Police Service ?

gt s0, do Government propose to allot the next nomination
to a suitable candidate from the Mahomedan community ?
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... THE HoN’BLE, .MAuLAVI SArvip,. Sirkz. MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied : . !

. 221.—Presuming that appointment to the Indian Police by direct
recruitment from Assam is referred to, the answer is.one Hindu recruited
in 1933. Admission is by competitive examination, not by nomination.

222. (a)—On the same presumption, Yes.
(6)—This Government have no direct hand in these -appointments.
They arc made, on a Provincial basis, by the Secretary of State. on the re-
commendation of the Government of India, on the result of a competitive
examination conducted by the Federal Public Service Commissisn.

Appointment and promotion in the Police Department
BasU DAKSHINARANJAN GUPTA GHAUDHURI asked :

223. Will Government be pleased to state :

(a) The names and terms of service of the Sub-Inspectors of
Police, who have been promoted to the rank of the Inspectors,
either permanently or temporarily, within the Ilast three

years ?

(b) Has the . attention of Government been drawn to the
Resolution No.15 of the Assam Police Conference held in 1936
at Jorhat under the presidency of Srijut Kashinath Saikia,

ex-M.L.C.7

(¢) If so, has Government given effect to the resolution ?

(d) If the answer is in the negative, do Government propose to give
an early effect to the resolution ? -

’I(‘:IHI; Hon’sie MAULAVI Sarvio Sm MUHAMMAD = SAADULLA
rep].le F ' , .
223. (a)—A statement is placed on the Library. table.

(6) and (¢)—The Inspector General of Police who is the appoint-
ing authority for Inspectors of Police, replied suitably to the Resolution
in question.

(d)—1t is not proposed to aholish at present the system of accelera-
ted promotion to the rank of Inspector. This system by which a certain
proportion of the vacancies in the rank of Inspector is filled by Sub-Ins-
pgfmr: Of;l ouéstalgdu;%g merit 1s necessary with a view to retaining a reason-
able standard of efficiency and mental and physical energy i -
moted Deputy Superintendents of Police. il kgt

; Ma“lVibazar-ShamShernagar Local Board Road
Basu DA
KSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI asked -

24, i .
2 Will Govarnment be pleased to state—

(@) Whet

Sh:n?s irerGOVernmant proposes to take over the Maulvibazar-
Cpartmzi%a?r Local Board road under the Public Works

(6)  If the : 3
_ pose tib?:\:)e answer is in the affirmative, do Government pro-
R nstruct -a bridge over the Dholai river at. Chaitra-

225. Isitafact that the g :
« said i i i i

of a large area of the South Syaﬁletb Efﬁ&éfsi,ﬁrgmg e
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11226,/ Is it a fact that this is the only voad connecting Hill Tipperah and
large tracts of the said subdivision to the subdivisional headquarters at
Maulvibazar ? -

227, 'Will ' Government * be‘pleased to" state whether this road was

previously under Public Works Department ?  Tf'so, why and when it was'

handed 'over to' the Local Board # - - {

JTue Hon’sre Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

224 (a)~—The reply is'in the negative.

- (b)—Does not-arise. ‘ : . -

225.—Government have no doubt that a bridge is desirable. It is'open
to the Local Board to apply to Government for a loan for the construction
of a bridge. : o’ :

226.-EN0 . there are other roads, namely the Public Works Departmeqt
road Maulvibazar-Brahmanba_za_r-KuIaura-Juri:Phu]tala road ‘and Maulvi-
bazar-Srimangal road and other Local Board roads. A y

297.— Yes. It was handed over to the Local Board with a mainten-
ance grant in 1926 as the road did not form part of the ‘'main road system
of the province.  The Local Board then stated that they would gladly
take over the road if they receive maintenance grant.

Revenue from stamps and  court-fees

Basu LALIT MOHAN KAR asked :

i ent be pleased to state the total receipt of the
Govgti%xnfm(}rgvg::gps and (E,ourt-fces during the years 1922, 1923 and
1924 shewing the excess over the pre-existing receipts from the said two
sources, as the result of the Assam Stamp (Amendment) and the Assam
Court-fees (Amendment) Act of 1922 ?

929. Will Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement of  the
accounts of stamps and Court-fee money granted for ‘water supply to each of
the Liocal Boards in the districts of Sylhet and Cachar in each of the years
1922, 1923, 1924, representing the  half share  of  the ' excess receipts
stated in question No. 228 due to these districts according to the conditions
under which the said Amendment Acts were passed ?

230. Will Government be pleased to state how the amount so- allotted:
to each of the Local Boards in the two districts aforesaid, was spent for the
purpose intended, and, whether any balance still remains undisposed of  with
the Government and available to any particular Local Board or Local Boards
in the said districts.

Tue Hown’BLE Mauravi Sarvip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

& 228.—The Assam Stamp (Amendment) Act and the Court-fees (Amend-
ment) Act, 1922, came into force with effect from the lst May 1922 The
figures for the financial year are given as, those for the calendar years are not
readily available :— ] -

Excess over pre-

years Total receipts existing
receipts
" Trs. TRs.
1920-21 ... 17,17
1922-23 ... 18,08 91
1923-24 ' .. 19,84 2,67
1924-25 ., 20,65 3,48

iy
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..229 —As_the Statement, of :Objects and Reasons showed, the Assam:
Stamp (Amendment) ‘Act and the Assam Court-fees (Amendment) Act, 1922;
were to provide additional revenues to remove part of then existing deficit in
the provincial revenues. No grant  was therefore -made to Liocal Boards for
water-supply. ‘ : =i Mg s

230.—Does not arise. =

Procedure of imposing fines on accused persons in ‘Garo Hills

‘Mg. JOBANG 'D. MARAK asked:

231, Will Government be pleased to state under what law now “in foree
in Garo Hills, the Maharis'(clansmen) of convicted accused persons are made
responsible for liabilities incurred by the latter ?

TuE HonBLE MAULAVI SAIVID /SiR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -
réplied : - :

:231.—It was reported by certain Garo Lashkars that the Garo iribia
custom is that maharis'or clansmen pay the fines imposed ‘on' the accused”
person or persons on the inability of the latter-todo'so. Th.is tribal custem
received legal sanction when, in a appeal case, the Governor in Council ruled
that when a convicted accused had no individual property, it was customary
in the Garo Hills to realise the fine imposed_O{l him from his maharis® Ppro-:
perty inwhich the accused of course had a joint interest. 3

Mgr. JOBANG D. MARAK : 1 should like to ask if there is any parti-
cular law 'or ‘section in force ‘making liable the clansmen for the offence of 4

. ? 2
convict person MavLavi Saivm ‘Sr -MUH AMMAD SA ADULLA -

. THE  HON’BLE o~
There s mo codified substantive law of the Baros.  The lawis administereq

there according to the Garo tribal custom and‘_ in certain cases'the Laskapg
wheo are officials from the indigenous population of the hills, reported: that
thoir custom is that the Maharis are to make up: the ‘default of ‘one of thejy
number, and in a case which came up to the .Govcrnor in Council it was
ruled that if an accused person is-punished with ' fine and cannot Pay the
fine, if he has got an interestiniclan’s property, ‘the clan has got to pay the .
fine.
Mz, JOBANG D. MARAK : Did the Executive Officer or the Appe.
late Clourt make any attempt to find out if the Laskar’s report was based on
something legal or on the social custom that is really in practice as prece-

dént ? f

Tre Hon’sLe MAavLav  SArvip Sk MUHAMMAD ‘SAADULLA .
The point was duly ‘considered: « The District Officer consulted the Laskars;
and they said ‘that it was a  tribal custom, and until mow beyond this queg- ;
tion, we have had no representation to say that it was.not the custom,

GONDOLENCE ON THE DEATH OF SIR MICHAEL KEANG -

Tre Hon’BLE MAuLAv: Saryip SiR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA +° S
before we begin the proceedings of the day, I have got the painfu]l "d Sy
bringing to the notice of the House the most lamentable death of 0ury il
Governor, Sir Michael Keane, which sad occurrence took place last ni eﬁ'-
in England. Little did we dream when Sir Michael retired frop, shit

Governorship of this province in March last that a man who 1ookeq e
: £ S0
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healthy and who according to the standards of Europe was in the prime of
life, will be no more in this world in so short a period. Sir, it has been
my privilege to work with for nearly 2} vyears with the late Sir
Michael—a perfect gentleman, a thorough sympathiser of Indian aspirations,
one imbued with a very broad outlook, a great revenue officer whose name
will be remembered by the people of Assam for it was'he who introduced
3-anna remission in land revenue at a time when it was very greatly needed.
Sir, not only as a Government official, but also in social life, he showed
what a"perfect gentleman he was. He has left his land mark in various
spheres of the uplift of the province, and I deem it my duty to place before
the House a suggestion that we mourn his'loss and send a message of con-
dolence to Lady Keane, and as a mark of respect adjourn at' least for some
time to-day. Sir, my heart is full. I do not wish to take upthe time of the
House. Inhim I have lost a personal and intimate friend.

Rai Bamapur PROMODE CHANDRA DATTA: Sir,oI' find no
language which could adequately express my feelings at the sudden death
of Sir Michael Keane. He took leave of us only the other day full of life
and vigour and we had wished him vyears of well earned rest. .| Little
did we think at the time that his end was so. near. Sir, I had the privilege
of working with him in close association for 3 years, and I had ample oppor-
tunity of studying him both as a man and as an administrator. As'a man
he was a true Christian and would not: hurt even a fly ; as anadminis:
trator his name ranks very high in the annals of the 1.C.S. His reputa~
tion as a revenue officer stood very high, and as astatesman he did great
service to this province ; on the social side he mixed with usas if he was
one of us.. At the present moment our hearts go out in sympathy to L‘_idY
Keane who lived amongst us as one of us and dld S0 much for the Indian
ladies of this province. Her grief is terrible, but if it is any consolation to her
to hear that her grief is shared by us, she has had it from us in ample
measure. May God grant peace to the departed soul and  consolation to
his bereaved widow and children. May I suggest that we adjourn the
business of the day and take up to-morrow, if the hon. Chief Minister will
agree.

Mr. F. W. HOCKENHULL :  Sir, We have met to-day in" melancholy
circumstances and the news of the death of Sir Michael Keane has' come
with such a shock that we are almost stunned by it. Only a few weeks
ago he was the guest of honour at the Assam Dinner, and we had no
suspicion that he was in failing health, and yet it would appear ;‘that he
has suffered much of which we had no knowledge. - Some six “years ago
when he was offered the Governorship of this province he might have elected
to assume the ease and leisure of retirement after 35 years of service in this
country, but he chose to return to duty and retired after 40 years of service,
He was a great parliamentarian ; he had served in the United' : Provinces
as its first Speaker ; he was in the Central Assembly as'their represen-
tative, and throughout his stay in this province he was an ardent supporter
of the Reforms. =

He was a genial and entertaining host, and those of us with Jess expe-
rience invariably found him accessible and ready to help. We mourn his
loss deeply, and we wish to be associated in the message of condolence
which you will send to Lady Keane and his family.

Mr. NABA KUMAR 'DUTTA: Sir, I fully associate myself with .

what has been said by the previous speakers. The news of the demise of Sir
Michael Keane soon after he has left this province came asa rude shock
to us. This is not an occasion to dilate upon the various works that
he has done for the province, but we the planters will always remember

R —
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him as an administrator who always recognised the importance of the Tea
Industry in the province. During his regime the Tea Restriction Scheme
came into being, and he played no small a partin its development. We
had hoped that he would be a support for this province at home, but God
has taken him away so soon. I only hope and pray that his soul may
rest 1n peace.

Mr. HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY: Sir, on behalf
of myself and the people of my district of Cachar, I express our deep sorrow
at the sudden and premature demise of our ex-Governor Sir Michael Keane.
Sir, as the Governor of the province it was his great desire to do all he
possibly could for the province, and I think everyone of us will remember
with admiration what he tried to do for us. Sir, as a gentleman he was so
perfect that whoever visited him received very kind and sympathetic treat-
ment.
Sir, every one who saw him was ‘simply cha_rrned by his excellent
qualities. He did a lot for us and we wish to associate ourselves with the
message of condolence that the House proposes to send.

Kuan Bamabur Mauravi KERAMAT ALI: Sir, the death of Sir
Michael Keane has come as a great shock to all of us. That he was a great
Governor is illustrated by the fact that as soon as he came to know about
the condition of the poor peasants of the Assam Valley, he granted a remis-
sion of three annas in the rupee in the land revenue. And on the floor of
this House he once said that although a remission of three annas was given,
the poor cultivators of the Assam Valley districts h.avc not been able to pay
their land revenue regularly, not because they dlc_l not want to pay it, but
because they were so poor that even after the remission was granted they
were not able to pay. Such was the sympathy of that kind hearted
Governor and, therefore, I am sure his name will be ever remembered by
the pooppeople of the Assam Valley districts and they will also mourn his
deaths
\%p ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY: On behalf of the Moslem
League Party, I desire to associate ourselves with the motion of condolence
that has been moved by the Hon’ble the Chief Minister. My acquaintance
with Sir Michael Keane dated from the year 1926 when he was a member
of the Indian Legislative Assembly, long before he came to this province,
He was a perfect gentleman, as the Hon’ble the * Chief Minister has said
a_gentlemzm in the wruest sense of the word. The grace and the charm oi‘
his manners, his courtesy, his innate nobility of character, won for him
ma;.iny ﬁ‘l}fl!nds an’d admirers in Delhi and Simla. His outlook was liberal
ffllet;cast ;wi. rlgs?nlﬁf:iei a(;‘.lm;::" Minister has mentioned, he Was very very sympa-
not one  public man. fo. 11311'&(210113. As a quernor of this province, I think
province as Sir Miho) Igé 1t so hard for a fair financial adjustment for this
with the interests of the ;5;;15 did. He identified himself wholchearted]
Some of the expressions HE hcmcedoyer which he was called. upon to rule,
of thsi? province have been classfése in fighting for the financial adjustment

ir, we ne L
3 ver thought that he would pass away so soon. We would

request you to €onvey our m
- . €SS
adjourn the business of thig House a?g: ;irioggﬁtlzf;;gzt to Lady Keane and

Srijur GOPINAT
House we alio desira tf){ BAR_DOLOI: On behalf of this section of the
sorrow and condolence atsl-ig?ﬁ;ieol‘:rselv‘?s with the many expressions of
speakers, particularly by the Leader o?'etrllzf ?’I?)I;scuttcrance to by the various
Wigh relsrence to the sigbsion diaemmt St B 0L sl S
Bahadur Promode Chanclira Dutt, I think, Sir, these tw¥) hm;rs ?’? Ras
would otherwise have, might very profitably be given us to-morro“\; nci} :Iye
. Q
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not think the pressure of Government business would be so heavy ; and my
suggestion is that these two hours should be given to us to-morrow. If the
whole of the two hours is not available, we may have, I suppose at least on¢
hour or a little more, on the next recess day.

We again associate ourselves with the expression of condolence.

Mavravi MUNAWWARALI: Sir, the sudden demise of Sir Michael
Keane, ex-Governor of this province came to us as a rude shock. Sir, he
was full of sympathy for the Indians and he was one of the greatest sympa-
thisers of the Indian aspirations. In opening the Council sessions, when he
used to speak by the side of the President, we would be wondering if his
speech was not characteristic of an Indian Nationalist Leader. ‘I remember
the occasion when on the floor of the House he was dilating on the subject
of subvention and the meagre treatmemt meted out to Assam by the British
Government and the Government of India in the matter of financial adjust-
ments, he it was that inspired the House and electrified the members by
saying that ¢ loyalty in politicsin these days does not pay ”. Sir, such
expressions only befit the lips of an Indian Nationalist Leader.

That he was full of sympathy for the Indian aspirations and for the

upliftment of this province no one can deny.

His heart was also full of the milk of human kindness for the needy and
the poor and the distressed. I will cite only one instance. When the floods
of June 1934 devastated the Sylhet district and the plight of the distressed
was brought to the notice of Sir Michael Keane he_ did not lose a moment
in proceeding straight to the locality to see the sufferings of humanity. And
when he was convinced that the human sufferings there were real, he at once
decided that no amount of money shall be denied for relieving the distress
and ordered distribution of relief accordingly.

Sir, the memory which Sir Michael Keane leaves behind in this,

province shall ever remain green in the hearts of the people of this province.
Sir, on behalf of the party that I represent and on my own behalf, I
associate with this motion of condolence and wish that that the Catholic
Trishman whose sympathies and outlook were both catholic and humane,
might find as high a place in the celestial region as he enjoyed in this.

Mr. KEDARMAL BRAHMIN: Sir, on behalf of the merchant
community, I fully associate myself with my hon. friends who have
already spoken on this motion. Sir, 1 came across Sir Michael Keane at
Gauhati and he was very sympathetic towards the domiciled as well as the
indigenous people of Assam. Assam was 5o dear to him that he tried his
best for the uplift of the people. Especially he was greatly interested in
the improvement of commerce, industry and education. Sir, we are
very sorry for his untimely death and pray God that his soul may rest
in peace.

_ Kumar AJIT NARAYAN DEB: Sir, onbchalf of the people of my
district I must join in this motion of condolence. Sir, many things have
been said about Sir Michael Keane regarding his character as a gengélemrm
and as an administrator, so much so that I have very little to add to wl*:at
they have said. ButI feel it my duty to say something on this motion. I
had no opportunity to know him as an administrator, but I had the
opportunity of knowing him as a gentleman. After my very first visit to
him at Dhubri he became quite friendly with me. Though d

? ¢ gh an aged man
of about 60 years, l_le usc_d to play tennis regularly at the club, and I had
the occasion of playing with him too. He was a real sportsma’n and took
interest in all sorts of games and physical exercises. Again, Sir, we had
the opportunity of knowing .Lady Keane also who used to move about
among us like one of our ladies. T think most of the permanent scttlers of
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Shillong will remember her and how she used to work day and night for
staging a charity performance in Shillong Club last year. She worked day
and night staging a drama for raising some money for some hospital. Sir,
with these few words I join the motion of condolence.

Tue Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER: I also fully associate myself with the
expression of grief that has been voiced by the Hon’ble Leader of the House
and the other hon. members who have followed him. Of course it is
certainly asad event that Sir Michael Keane, soon after his retirement
from the service of India, to which he had given so many strenuous years
of work, should be taken away by the cruel hand of death. Ibhad not the
privilege to bei acquainted with him, but the hon. members of this
House who were intimately acquainted with him have given eloquent
expression to the various qualities of Sir Mlchaql Keane, v_zhmh manifested
themselves in the various spheres of his activity during the tenure
of his office_as a Governor of the Province. I'had an occasion to meet
him for a few minutes, and the manner in which he talked with me
impressed me with his affability. Certainly the death of a Governor,
who was in this province for full five years and who, as hon. members
have already expressed, did much for the province, must be a matter of
great grief to all, Though Sir Michael Keane was not connected with
the present Legislature of the Province, the fact that he was at the head
of this administration just before the inauguration of the Assembly cannot
be ignored. And as it is the desire of this House that the Assembly should
be adjourned for the rest of the day as a mark of respect to his memory, I
would certainly adjourn the House from now. A message of condolence
in accordance with the desire of this House will also be sent to Lady Keane.

T adjourn the House till 11 a.m. to-morrow.

RAT Banabur PROMODE CHANDRA DATTA: May I know, Sir,
what is to become of the business of to-day ?

THE HoN’BLE Mauravr Saryip SirR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I

think, Sir, Government business to-morrow is not so heavy, as to require the
whole day,

So we can fix to-morrow after lunch for the business of to-day.

THE Hon'g L

to-morrow afternE THE SPEAKER: To-day’s work may be taken up

oon,

The As
14t]l(August slcglg,l;.l)y was then adjourned till 11 a. m. on Saturday, the

Shillong A. K. BARUA,
The 17th September 1 937,} Secretary, Assam Legislative Assembly.
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