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Proceedings of the Second Session of the First Assam Legislative

Assembly assembled under the provisions of the Government of
India Act, 1935

The Assembly met at the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 11 a.m. on Thursday, the
12th August, 1937

CHOICE OF LANGUAGE IN THE ASSEMBLY

Srijur MAHI CHANDRA BORA : Sir, on a point of information
Under section 85 of the Government of India Act, proceedings of the Legis-
lature have to be conducted in ]_i‘,r}ghsl_l language but rules of procedure may
permit in any Chamber orin a joint sitting of both Chambers any member
not familiar with the English language to use another language. This
facility seems to have been denied to those who are not efficient in English,
but who would as a matter of national self-respect insist on speaking in
vernacular. The choice of language, it seems to me, is not open to them.
The Burma Assembly has already passed a resolution recommending to the
authority for the amendment of this section of the Act. The Punjab

Government has also taken steps in the matter. The Hon’ble Speaker of the
Sind Legislative Assembly has also allowed the members............

Tue Hon’sLe THE SPEAKER: Order, order. I may point out to
the hon. member that if he wants to raise this point he must do it after the
question time is over. There cannot be any encroachment on the time which

is allowed for questions only.
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
STARRED QUESTIONS
Secondary Board of Education in Assam
Srjur BHUBAN CHANDRA GOGOTI asked :

%85, 1Is it a fact that the Bengal Government has proposed to form a
Secondary Board of Education of its own ?
Tuae Hon’BLE SHAMS-UL-ULAMA MAurLaNa ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied :
85.—Yes, the Bengal Government has proposed to form a Secondary
Board of Education of its own.
Srijur BHUBAN CHANDRA GOGOI asked :
*86. If so, will Government be pleased to state whether it would not
inter'frere with the interest of the secondary education of Assam ?
ne Hon'sLe SHAws-UL-ULAMA Maurana ABU NASR MD.
WAHEED replied :
86.—No, Sir. The Bengal Board will deal with Bengal schools only.
SrijuT BHUBAN CHANDRA GOGOI asked : =S : V
_ *87. Will Government be pleased to consider the desirability of imme-
diately having a Board of Secondary Education on the lines adopted by the
sister province of Bengéxl ?
Tue HonN’BLE SHAMS-UL-ULAMA Mau MD.
WAHEED replied : AT YOI
87.—CGovernment have the matter under consideration.
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Jorhat Girls’ Middle English School
Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAH asked :

*88, Will Government be pleased to state—
s () When the Jorhat Girls’ Middle English School was started as a
Government Institution ?
(b) What is the present monthly expenditure in the sch_ool ? 3
(¢) How many teachers are there and what are their respective
qualifications and salary ?
(d) Total number of girls in the school, class_—by class s
(¢) Whether instruction is imparted free or if fee -is ;x;lpgscd, the
rate of fee and from when the .same was, imposed .2
(f) How many girls passed the Middle English Examination dur-
- ing the last 5 years, year by 'year T

True Hon'sLE SHAMs-UL-UrLama Maurana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied :

88.(a)—The school was started with effect from the 2nd January 1914,
by raising the then existing Government primary school to the middle
English standard. o

(6)—The present -monthly expenditure of the school is .approxi-

# mately Rs.521.
(¢)—There are six teachers. Their qualifications .and . salaries are
as follows :— =
(1) Headmistress—Matriculate, passed Training Class Examination,
: Calcutta, pay Rs.185 per mensem in class III of the Assam

School Service.
(2) One Assistant Mistress—Senior_trained, pay Rs.70 per mensem
in class ITA, general grade of the Assam® Lower School Service.
(3) One Assistant Mistress—Read up to I.A., pay Rs.44 per mensem
in class ITA, general grade of the Assam Lower School Service.
(4) One Assistant Mistress—Matriculate, pay Rs.55 per mensem in
class ITB of the Assam Lower School Service.
(5) One Assistant Mistress—Middle Vernacular Senior trained, pay
Rs.40 per mensemin class IIB of the Assam Lower School
4 Service.
(6) One Assistant Mistress—Matriculate, pay Rs.38 per mensem in
class TIB of the Assam Lower School Service.
(d)—There are 236 girls in the school as specified below—

Classes
= = Al
A B I 1T ITI v W sl AT 2
Enrolment 59 51 37 32 28 12 11 6
‘ (e)—Fees were first imposed from August, 1936 : and the rates are as
8- follows :— e
' Classes
111 v v VI

Rs. a. p. Rs.a. p. Rs. a. p. 'Rs. a. p.
Rates of fees 0 8 0 012 0 1 0,0 14 ¢
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(f)—The number of passes is as follows :—
ear ‘ No. of passes

1932-33 -

1933-34

1934-35

1935-36

1936-37

Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAH : Are Government aware that there
was a proposal or suggestion from the Inspector of Schools who is now the
Director of Public Instruction, I mean Mr. Small, that the English top
classes should be transferred to the Girls’ High School and the services
of the teachers should also be transferred there as an aid ?

THE Hon’BLE SHAMs-UL-ULaMA MAuLaNA ABU NASR MD. WAHEED.
I am not aware of that, Sir. I want notice of that question.

Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAH: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased
to enquire and render such assistance as may be found necessary to the
local Girls’ High School ? char 2

ToHe HonBLe Smaws-uL-UpamMa Mauvrana ABU NASR  MD.
WAHEED: Yes, Sir, I will enquire into that matter.

SRJUT SARVESWAR BARUA: May we know from the Hon’ble
Minister how many girl students were there in the top class and how many
passed in 1937 ?

THE HoN’BLE Smams-ur-UramMa Maurana ABU NASR MD.
WAHEED : There were only six girl students in the top class in 1937 and
all of them have passed, z.¢., cent. per cent. of the students have passed.

(=N B |

Duty derived from exported jute
Mr. KEDARMAL BRAHMIN asked :

*#89. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge please state—
(a) How much jute was exported from Assam during the last five
years P .
(6) How much of the duty realised by _the Government of India
on this exported jute has been given to Assam ?
(¢) How the money so realised is being spent ?

Tre Hon’sre Mauravi Savio Sik MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied : ,

P 89.(a)—A statement is given below. There is
Government to collect the statistics. The informati
not available and the figures do not include export
from Sylhet and Goalpara which ar? not available,

Statement showing the export o jut_e in maunds fy, A :
ed by the Director General of Commercial Intelligen Cg?ilnd SSgItI;t iasttsigsublcxlsiﬁ:
cutta :—1933-34—1,840,597 ; 1934—35-—-2,229,540 5 1935-36—1.849 010 -
1936-37—3,950,381. s0%7, 5

b)—Fifty per cent. of the net jute export dut : A
1934-35§ )The ﬁéupres for the last three yearg are givzlrv abself:;s_t_ received in
1934-35—Rs.8,54,000, 1935-36—Rs.8,18,000, 1936-37° R 0 86.000
From 1937-38 the province is to receive 624 per cent. of the het I;roc,:ecds.;
which is estimated at Rs.11,16,000. : ]
(¢)—The amounts were merged in the provincial reveny
carmarked for any specific purpose.

no agency under this
on prior to 1933-34 is
of jute by hoat mainly

€s and not
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Kuan Sanm MavLavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: Do
Government consider the desirability of adopting a measure by which
the maximum price may be secured to the growers of jute ?

Tue How’BLE MauLAvi SAtviD SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Does
this question arise, Sir ?

THe HonN’Bie TtHeE SPEAKER: When the problem before
Government is, as to how the price of jute can be regulated, I think the
Hon’ble Minister should enlighten this House with his reply on this point.

THE Hon’BLE MAuULAVI SATYID SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : The
Jute Export duty is not an ad valorem duty ; therefore the price of jute has
no concern with it. By the question my hon. friend wants that Government
should take measure to fix a maximum price' of jute for the agriculturists,
This is a very big economic qucstiox}, .Sir. I think this should be tal::en
up separately rather than discussing it in a rfeply to a.suppiemcntary question.
Jute is not a monopoly of Assam and a maximum price fixed by Government
may not be to the best interests of the growers.

Mavravi MUNAWWAR  ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister make
arrangements so that statistics may be kept in respect of export of jute from
the districts of Sylhet and Goalpara ?

Tue How’BLE Mauravi Sarvip Ssre MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : If
the hon. member means those transported by country boat, well, Sir, the
matter is engaging our serious consideration.

Annual Guest charges and other expenses of His Excellency the
Governor

Srjur KRISHNA NATH SARMAH asked :

#90. Will Government be pleased to state—

(@) Annual Guest charges and other expenses of His Excellency
the Governor of Assam including travelling allowance, Civil
and Military stafl and his pay ?

(b) Number of officials’ drawing Rs.3,500 per mensem and
travelling allowance ?

(¢) Number of officials drawing more than Rs.2,000 but less than
Rs.3,000 per mensem ?

(d) Number of officials drawing more than Rs.1,500 but less than

- Rs5.2,000 per mensem ?
(¢) Number of officials drawing more than Rs.1,000 but less than
Rs.1,500 per mensem ?
(/) Number of officials drawing more than Rs.800 but less than
Rs.1,000 per mensem ? :

(¢) Number of officials drawing more than Rs.500 but less than
Rs.800 per mensem ?

(#) Number of officials drawing more than Rs.300 but less than
Rs.500 per mensem ? ,

(t) Number of officials drawing more than Rs.250 but less than
Rs.300 per mensem ?

() Number of officials drawing from Rs.100 to Rs.250 per men-
sem ?

Tue HowBLe Mavravi Sawvio Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :
; 90. (a)—The hon. member may refer to page 59 of the detailed budget
estimates for 1937-38, presented to the Assam Legislative Assembly at this
session,
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(b)—One, namely, Member, Assam Revenue Tribunal. He has
so far spent nothing on travelling allowance.

(¢) to (j)—The hon. member may refer to the Civil List and other
Gradation Lists. Information as to the exact numbers is not rcadily avail-
able, and cannot be compiled without expenditure of great labour and time,
incommensurate with the results.

Sryur KRISHNA NATH SARMAH asked :
*91, Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) Number of I. C. S. Officers in Assam and their pay and length

of service.
L}

(5) 2 I.M.S. L ”’ : :
(c) 72 1.E.S. 3 : 4 Pt
(d) » 1. F.S. 3] E]

Tue Hon'Bre MAuULAVI SAIviD SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA

replied : _ . : e
91. (a), (b), (c) and {d)—The information is given in the Civil List.

Inérease in the mumber of raral members of the Jorhat Local Board
Srjur DEBESWAR SARMAH asked :

*92, Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) Whether the attention of Government has been drawn to the
resolution passed by the Jorhat Local "Board some time ago
for increasing the number of rural members of the Bqar.d ?

(b) Whether it is a fact that Mr. Higgins, the then Commissioner,
Assam Valley Division, told Srijut D. Sarma, B.L., member,
Jorhat Local Board, on or about 1st' Septémber 1936 that
for want of time, effect could not be given to the resolution
before the Reforms were ushered but assured that the resolu-
tion would be acted upon immediately after Provincial Auto-
nomy came into operation ? : :

(c) Whether Government has taken any action to give cffect to the
said resolution; if not, why not, and when does Government

propose to give effect to ic ?

Tue Hon'sLE REvV, J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :
92, (a)—Yes. g x
(b)—Government have no information. e
(¢)—The whole question of Local Board representation is, at present,
under the consideration of Government.

‘Srjur DEBESWAR SARMAH: As regards (b), “Sir. Did the
Hon’ble Minister care to enquire about it ?

Tue Honsre Rev. J. J. M. N IGHOLS-ROY : This, Sir, relates to
the conversation between the Commissioner, -Mr. Higgins, and Srijut D
‘Sarma. 1 do not see any necessity for enquiring.

Sriyjur DEBESWAR SARMAH : Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased
to state what led him to suppose that this'was a private talk between these
two gentlemen ? :

Tur Howsre Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : We have no informa-
tion.
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Sryjur DEBESWAR SARMAH :  Sir, since it was a conversation relat-
ing to a resolution of a certain Local Board, the proceedings of which must
have been sent up to Government, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to
state why he did not care to enquire about it—i.e., whether the Commis-
sioner assured or not ? ;

Tur Hon’sLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Sir, it is very plain.
It relates to the question of representation of Local Boards and Government
are considering this question. There is no need of making any enquiry
regarding that.

Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAH :  Sir, I submit it to the Chair. The
Hon’ble Minister is side-tracking or rather evading my question. M){ ques-
tion is why the Hon’ble Minister did not ascertain from the Commissioner
whether he hac assured that the resolution would be given effect to. That is
my question. . .

Tre Hon’sLE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Sir, the question relates
to Mr. Higgins, who has gonc to England.

Sryjur DEBESWAR SARMAH :  When did he leave ?

K AN BAHADUR MauLavi KERAMAT ALI : Is it not a fact that Mr.
Higgins left for England before this question was received ? ; '

Tue Hon’sLE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Yes, as far as my
information goes.

Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAH : When did Mr. Higgins leave, Sir ?

Tue Hon’BLE REv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : I am not sure.

Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAH :  Then how can the Hon’ble Minister
say that he received this question befure or after Mr. Higgins left ?

Tre Hon’BLE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Is it necessary to
answer that question, Sir ?

THE Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : Ifit is possible.

THE Hon’Bre Rev. ]. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : 1 do not see any
necessity.

Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAH : Iam going to my question 92(c).
Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Local Self-Government aware that
there is a crying need for overhauling this Local Board representation ?

Tue How'Le Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : I have already
answered that question. 0

Srijur  DEBESWAR SARMAH: Will the Hon’ble Mlms}er be
pleased to repeat what he said ?  We on this side of the House find it very
difficult to follow him. :

Tue Hon’sLE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : That whole question
of Local Board representation is, at present, under the consideration of Gov-
e€rnment.

_ Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAH : What is the nature of the considera-
tion ?  Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to enlighten us 2

TrE Hon’BLE REV. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : That question has

been answered several times in this House. I have already said that natural-

ly there will be increase in the number of members in the Local Boards
when the Boards will be reconstituted.

Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAH : May we take it, Sir, that the
Hon’ble Minister proposes to bring a Bill overhauling the system of repre-
sentation ?

TreE HoN’BLE REv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Yes, Sir. 1

Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAH : When does he intend to bring it ?

Tre How’sie Rev. J. J. M. NIGHOLS-ROY : I have already said on
a previous day that a Bill will be broughtin the House as soon as possible,
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Srgur DEBESWAR SARMAH :  Sir, I may be permitted to say that
the answer is very vague. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state
what does he mean by ‘as soon as possible” ?

Tee Hon’BLE REv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Sir, I will say that as
soon as the Session is over we are going to take up the question. I cannot
say the exact time.

Tre Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : The Hon’ble Minister can give an
approximate date.

Tre Hon’sLE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Probably next Session,
if that is convenient. If not, after that.

High rate of assessment of land revenue in Palasbari Town

Srijur BELI RAM DAS asked :

*93. (i ) Has the attention of the Hon’ble Minister for Revenue been
drawn to the complaint about the abnormally high rate of assessment of
land revenue on lands in the Palasbari Town ? ;

(ii ) Did Government make any enquiry as to how far the erosion
of a considerable portion of the Palasbari Town has affected the value of
the town lands ?

(i) Do Government propose to reduce the rate of assessment in the
town lands of Palasbari by 75 per cent ?

(1v) Do Government propose to protect the Palasbari Town by
bandalling, or otherwise ?

(v) Do Government propose to make an enquiry into the encroach-
ment by the river Brahmaputra with a view to protect the town ?

THE HoN'BLE Srjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :
93.(i) to (iif)—A petition was received by Government and the Commis-
sioner, Assam Valley Division, was asked on 12th June 1936 to make a full
enquiry as to the facts of erosion and depreciation in wvalue of Palasbari
Town lands with a view to the possibility of revising the assessment. d
A Sub-Deputy Collector has been deputed to make the necessary enqui-
ries under the supervision of the Deputy Commissioner.
But the report has not yet been received.
(12) and (v) —After the report 1s recetv

to the Publi t, if necessary. =
gR‘ﬁilﬁlggggrlﬁfﬁpgiﬁfn Wlill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to

state what is the rate of assessment per bigha of land in the Palasbari

town ? :
Tae Hon’sre Sryjur ROHINT KUMAR CHAUDHURI : I do not
remember, Sir.

Complaints of the raiyats of Kongarpur Mouza

ed the matter will be referred

Srijur BHUBAN CHANDRA GOGOI asked :

_*94. Ts it a fact that the raiyats of the Kongarpur Mouza }odged ool
plaint at the court of the Subdivisional Officer, Sibsagar, bringing the follow-
l1n9g3Sallpegaﬁons against the Mouzadar of Kongarpur on the 17th Junc

(1) Sale of holding, for which Government Revenue was paid.
(2) Excess realisation.

. (8) Non-deduction from the total demand of a palta, the remission of

which was granted on account of flood damage.
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(4) The sale proceeds of the attached properties were not deducted from
the total revenue liabilities.

(5) Double realisation for the same patta.
(6) Ill treatment and oppression of the said Mouzadar.

TrHE HoN’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :
94. (1)—Yes.

(2)—Yes.
(3)—Yes.
(4)—Yes.
(5)—VYes.
(6)—Yes

Sryur BHUBAN CHANDRA GOGOI asked : :

*95. (a) Isita fact that the Subdivisional Officer of Sibsagar, held an
enquiry into the matter,—vide his memorandum No.3532-R., dated 1st June
1935 ? :

() Will Government be pleased to state the findings of the
enquiry. ?

(¢) If the enquiry is not yet finished, do Government propose to
take action to expedite the matter ?

Tue How’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :
95. (a)—The matter was enquired into by the then Subdivisional
Officer personally.

(b)—The allegations were found to be an exaggeration and no
definite case could be made out.

()—Does not arise. The matter is over two years old and the
enquiry was closed long ago.

Sryur DEBESWAR SARMAH: Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of
Revenue aware that certain Mauzadars were forcibly collecting subscriptions
for the Silver Jubilee of Their Majesties till lately along with their land reve-
nue ?

THE HoN’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : That ques-
tion does not arise.

Srgur DEBESWAR SARMAH :  Whether he is aware that such things
are happening ?

THe Hon’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : Does it
arise, Sir—]Jubilee collection and things like that ? :

Srjur BHUBAN CHANDRA GOGOI : May I know, Sir, what is the
reason for not publishing the result of the enquiry ?

Tre HoN’BLE. Srjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Does the
hon. member want that the result of the enquiry should be published ? Sir,

it is not usual to publish the result of the enquiry which is made by officers
on such allegations.

Srijur BHUBAN CHANDRA GOGOI: At least those, who have
brought these allegations, should have been informed of the result of the
enquiry ?

THE HoN’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I do not
think it is usual to publish the result of such departmental enquiries. Does
the hon: member mean that it should be published in the papers ?

Srijur BHUBAN CHANDRA GOGOI - No, I mean those petition-
ers, who have brought these allegations, should have been informed that the

allegations were found to be an exaggeration. and not that the result was
pending.
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
Right of way through Tea Gardens

Srijur RAJANI KANTA BOROOAH asked :

174. Will Government be pleased to state—what action they took to
temove the inconvenience of the public for closure of rights of way
through Tea Gardens in pursuance of the resolution in this respect moved
by the late lamented Rohini Kanta Hati Barua ?

175. Is it a fact that in the districts of Lakhimpur and Sibsagar many
Local Board and Sarkari Gobats are included within the private roads
claimed by the Tea Garden authorities ?

176.(a) Is it a fact that the Tea Garden authorities close the roads
against the public to the inconvenience of the latter ?

(b) If the answer is in the affirmative, what action do Government
propose to take to remove the grievances of the public in this matter ?

Tre Hon'’eLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

174.—The hon. member is referred to the Resolution No.1912-R.,
dated the 31st May 1929, published at page 793 of the Assam Gazette of the
5th June 1929 in which the action taken by Government as a result of the
Council resolution of 1927 on this subject was set forth at .]cngth with
details of all the twelve cases in which complaints had been received.

At the time when the re-settlement of Lakhimpur district was about to
begin, Government in Resolution No.344-R., dated the 2nd February 1931,
framed rules under section 40 of the Land and Revenue Regulation aﬂccll
gave further instructions by letter to ensure that land under reservation an
land over which there was right of way should not be settled with planters
but should remain sarkari. : i

Kran Saam Mauvravi SAIYIDUR RAHMAN: Is the Hon ble Minis-
ter aware that in between two Local Board roads the tea gardens close their
roads ? :

Tae Hox'sLe Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : No, Sir,
I amnot aware of that. I do not know which Local Board the hon.
member means.

KuaN Samm Mavravi SAIYIDUR RAHMAN: I am referring to the
Local Boards in the Lakhimpur district. Will the Hon’ble Minister be
pleased to take action if concrete cases are brought to his notice ?

Tue Howsie Sryor ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I have
already said that if specific cases are brought to our notice we shall make an
enquiry.

Tue Hon’eLE SrRjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied @

175..——Government have no information, If the hon. member will
cite specific instances and bring them to the notice of the District Autho-
rities, enquiries will be made.

p——
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176.(a)—Government are aware that tea garden authorities close their
own private roads at intervals in order to prevent a right of way accruing ,
as they have every right to do ; they are not aware of any case in which
public rights of way are closed to the public.

(b)—Does not arise. )

Basu HARENDRA NARAYAN CHAUDHURI: Is the Hox} ble
Minister aware that there is a disease prevalent amongst most of thle Furo-
pean tea garden managers—the disease known as umbrella-phobia. The
Indians are not allowed to use their garden roads with umbrellas opened '*"

TrE Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : I disallow the question. The question
should be put in proper language. The words * disease >* and ¢ umbrella-
phobia ** should be avoided.

Government Library, Shillong

Srijur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA asked :

177. Will Government be pleased to state what are the newspapers
and magazines subscribed for the Government Library at Shillong ?

Tue Hon’BLE SHAMs-UL-Urava Mavrana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied :

177.—A list of the newspapers and magazines subscribed for the Govern=
ment Public Library, Shillong, is laid on the table.

List of newspapers and magazines subscribed for the Government Public Library,
Shillong.

1. ¢ The Statesman >,

2. ¢ Amrita Bazar Patrika >.

3. ““ The Times of Assam .

4, ** The Sylhet Chronicle *.

5. ¢ The Shillong Mail .

6. ““ The Times Weekly Edition *’, London.

7. “The Illustrated Weekly of India *’.
8. ¢ The Assam Review *°.
9. “ The Indian Review .

10. ¢ The Calcutta Review .

11. *¢ Clareers ”’,

12, ¢ Prabuddha Bharata *°,

13. ¢ Bolaka *°.

14. © Gontemporary India *’,
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Srjur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: Do Government propose
to subscribe any Assamese newspaper or magazine for the Government
Library at Shillong ? I find from the list that there is not a single verna-
cular magazine or newspaper in the Library.

Tue Hon'BLE SHAMS-UL-ULAavA Maurana ABU NASR MD.WAHEED :
The suggestion will be considered. o

Srijur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA : Will the Hon’ble Minister  let
us know who prepares the list of the newspapers and magazines to ‘be
supplied to the Library ?

Tue HonBre Samams-ur-Urpama Mauvrana ABU NASR MD.
WAHEED : The Director in charge of the Library.

Bapu HARENDRA NARAYAN CHAUDHURI: May I know the
criterion of subscribing to these vernacular newspapers and magazines ?
Whether their circulation is taken into consideration or their policy ?

Tue HonBLE SHAMs-UL-UramMa Mauvrana ABU NASR MD.
WAHEED : I want notice of that question, but I have already said that
the suggestion will be considered.

Tue Hon’sre THE SPEAKER : I want to point out that in this case
the Government should clearly state that in subscribing the papers they are
following this or that policy.

Tue How’BLe Mauravi Saivip Stk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Withdue deference I submit, Sir, that the question was ¢ Will 'the Govern-
ment be pleased to state what are the newspapers and magazines subscribed
for the Government Library at Shillong™? It is a perfectly straight question
and a perfectly straight answer has been given to the question. If any
further information is required as to why any other paper is not subscribed
that does not arise under the rules for putting supplementary questions.
The matter has been brought to our notice that not a single vernacular
paper has found a place in this list, and we are going to take the question
into consideration whether all the vernacular papers should not be subscribed
for the Public Library at Shillong. The Director of Public Instruction is in
charge of the Public Library, but as the matter has been brought to our
notice we will surely take steps.

THE HoN’sLE THE SPEAKER : The Director of Public Instruction is
not an independent officer ; he is under the orders of the Ministry and they
should have stated the principle underlying the choice of newspapers. I do
not think that the Ministry should have asked for notice.

Tue Hon’BLE Mauravi Saryip. S MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Sir, as regards that, my submission is that these papers were subscribed by
the previous Government and I am not aware what was their policy in the
matter, but now that the matter has been brought to our notice, as I have
already said, T will see whether all the vernacular newspapers should be
subscribed for this Library.

Classification of Parganas in Sylhet District and levy of local rates
Mr. BAIDYANATH MUKHAR]T asked :

178. Will Government be pleased to state the nature and extent -of the
enquiry made by them in making the classification ‘of the Parganas in the
District of Sylhet into first, second and third classes for the purpose of enhan-
cing the local rates in the permanently-settled areas of Sylhet and also the
basis on which the classification was made in each of the 'Parganas ?
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179. (a) Will Government be pleased to state whether the, Local Rates
Officer in Sylhet obtained any information from the proprietors of the
permanently-settled Estates or from any other source about the area of
waste and unproductive lands in the permanently-settled Estates ?

(b) If the answer is in the affirmative, will Government be pleased
to lay on the table a comparative statement of the waste and unproductive
lands along with the productive and arable lands in the permanently-settled
areas ?

180. (a) Will Government be pleased to-state the number of memorials
received by His Excellency, the Governor of Assam, from the people of Syl-
het after the passing of the Assam Local Rates (Amendment): Act, protesting
against the levy of enhanced local rates ?

(b) Will Government be pleased to state whether any order was
communicated by the Government to the memorialists about their prayer
for postponing the levy of the enhanced local rates ?

181. Is it a fact that in connection with the Local Rates Assessment,
the existing provisions of the Assam Land and Revenue  Regulation do not
permit any enquiry to be made into the extent of the waste and unpro-
ductive lands comprised by the  small’’ states that is those. comprising
less than 400 acres of land or paying less than Rs.100 as land revenue ?

182. Will Government be pleased to state (2) the total number of per-
manently-settled Estates in Sylhet ? (6) how many amongst them pay
revenue below Rs.100 or comprise less than 400 acres of land, (¢) how many
of them pay Rs.100 and upwards as land revenue or comprise 400 acres
and upwards of land and are entitled to the privilege of enquiry about
waste and arable lands for the purpose of the local rates assessment ?

Tre HoN’BLE Sryjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURTI replied :

178.—In order to determine rental value in each of the 181 Parganas
into ‘which the district of Sylhet is divided, the Special Officer issued in all
2,410 notices under section 7 of the Local Rates Regulation on representative
landholders from cach pargana. The returns. were checked locally in the
cases of those who either did not submit returns or .whose returns showed
a rental of less than Rs. 4 per acre. Papers of 334 landholders were exa-
mined locally and 653 kabulyals were examined in the Registration offices.
Enquiries were also made by Subdivisional Officers and Sub-Deputy
Collectors and parganas were classified as .follows:—Class I Parganas in
which the average rent is Rs. 4 or over per acre—Class IT Parganas where
the average rent varies between Rs. 2 and Rs. 4 .per acre—Class ITT where
the average rent is below Rs. 2 per acre.

179. (a)—This information was only required for assessment. purposes
for estates exceeding 400 racres in area or assessed to land revenue of not less
than Rs. 100 [ide first proviso to-section 2 (5) (d) of the Regulation] and

notices were only issued on the proprietors. .of those estates calling for. this
information.

180. (b)—Does not arise.

(a)—Fifty ;memorials were received.

(b)—In view of the fact that the question had been. decided after
exhaustive debate in the Council orders were passed that the matter must be
regarded as closed : these orders were communicated on 2nd April 1936 to
the Vice-President of the Sylhet Landholders Association, and.in view of the
representative nature of this Association it was not considered necessary to
repeat the orders passed to all the other memorialists.
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181.—It is presumed that the hon. member refers to the Assam Local
Rates Regulation, not the Land and Revenue Regulation. If so, the answer
is in the affirmative. The hon. member is referred to section 2(5) (d) and
the rules under section 6(a) at page 142 of the Land Revenue Manual.
182. (a)—49,968
(b)—49,014
(d)—954

Grievances of the tenants of the Suresh Haor

Mavravi DEwan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURI VIDYA-
BINODE asked :

183. Will Government be pleased to state whether the attention of
Government has been drawn to an article headed by “g 4+ #1123 &AFITH2
%41 coie Gkl #Fifs41” published at page 7 of Fanasakti, Sylhet, dated
the 5th May 1937 ?

184. If so, do Government propose to make an enquiry into the matter

gmd thus remove the grievances of the poor tenants of the Suresh Haor,
in the Subdivision of Sunamganj, in the district of Sylhet ?

Tae Hox’BLe Srjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

183.—The attention of Government was drawn to the article mentioned
and a report was called for from the local officers.

184.—From the report it appears that out of Rs. 10,589 arrear rents
due from the raiyats of Suresh Haor Rs. 9,205 was realised upto 31st May
1937. Of this sum only Rs. 25 was realised by sale of attached property :
those who were found too poor to be able to pay were allowed to pay 1n
more than one instalment.

Mavravi DEewax MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURI VIDYA-
BINODE : With regard to question 183, will the Hon’ble Minister in
charge please state the substance of the report which he has received ?

Tae Hon'sLe Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: The sub-
stance has been given in reply to question No. 184.

Basu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: Will Government make an
enquiry if all the hon. members of this Assembly who come from Sunamganj
say that this report is not correct ?

Tre Howsre Skyjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :  Ifall the
hon. members from Sunamganj make out a case that the report is not sub-
stantially correct we will be prepared to make an enquiry.

Mavravi MUNAWWARALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister satisfy him-
self as to the legality or otherwise of the realisation of the arrear revenues ?

Tue Hon’sLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: We have
nothing before us to indicate that these realisations were illegal.

: I\%AULAVI MUNAWWARALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister repeat his
reply ?

TreE Hon’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: We have
no material before us from which an inference can be drawn that the reali-
sation was illegal.

Mavravi MUNAWWARALI : Is it a fact that the same question
was mooted in the first session of this reformed Assembly and the Hon’ble
Minister indicated that he would enquire into the matter ?

Tue Hon’BLE SrijuT ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : I do not
remember that any such motion was actually moved in the House.
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Mauravi MUNAWWARALIL: An adjournment motion.

Tue Hon'BLE Sryjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : I do not
remember that any such motion was put before the House.

Mauravi MUNAWWARALI: Has the Hon’ble Minister forgotten
it ? Itwas in the first week of April last. Has the Hon’ble Minister
forgotten it that he gave some sort of assurance to the House ?

Tue Hon'BLe Srjut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : = As far as
my recollection goes this motion was disallowed.

MauvrLavi MUNAWWARALI: Does the Hon’ble Minister deny that
he gave the House some sort of an assurance to enquire into the case ?

Tue Hox’srLe Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : 1 doubt
whether this motion was actually put before the House and if I got
an opportunity to give an assurance or not.

P1)\313&111“;&\11yM[ng\TAWWAR ALI: Sir, I state it on the floor of this House
that the motion was actually moved and a sort of an assurance was given ?

Tue Hon’srLe SrRijuT ROHINTI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Will you
come to my rescue, Sir P As far as I remember no such motion was
allowed. An adjournment was sought to be moved but as there was another
adjournment to be taken up that day this motion was not allowed to be
moved.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Sir, the Hon’ble Minister may
require notice of this motion (laughter).

Tue Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : T think such a motion was tabled and I
said that when one adjournment motion was going to be discussed on that
particular day another motion could not be allowed. At the same time, I
think, I remember to have said that the hon. member’s object was fulfilled
when there had been a notice of such a motion.

Mavravi - MUNAWWARALIL: I remember, Sir, that the Hon’ble
Minister gave some assurance to enquire.

Tue Hon’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Has he
been through the proceedings ?

MavLavi MUNAWWARALI : I read the proceedings also and I
remember.

MavLavi MUNAWWARALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister say whether
he is prepared to make enquiries as to the legality or otherwise of the reali-
sation ?

Tue Hon’BLE Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I shall
remember the suggestion.

Tue Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : No question of remembering. A definite
assurance is wanted.

Tae Hon’sre SRyur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: T have
already said that if sufficient materials are given from which I can have any
doubt about the legality of the proceedings, I shall certainly look into it.

MAULAV[ MUNAWWARALI: I give definite suggestion on the floor
of this House that we consider the realisation was illegal. Now, is the
Hon’ble Minister prepared to make an enquiry on that allegation ?

Tue Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : The Hon’ble Minister was saying
that he would make an enquiry if sufficient data were given. But the hon.
member should not ask him to admit that the realisation was illegal
on the allegations madt_:. Whether the allegation is correct or mnot, that
will have to be ascertained and also the question whether the realisation
was illegal or not. He has given an assurance that he will make an
enquiry. j
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3 Mauravi MUNAWWARALI: But he makes it conditional by
asking : if the hon. member for Sunamganj will make out a case, then
he will enquire. Isay that we will place before him sufficient. facts.

Tue HoN’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: If suffi-
cient facts are given, I have already said that I will enquire. But what
my hon. friend has given is his own opinion only, that it is illegal.

Tue Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : It is not reasonable to ask the Hon’ble
Minister to adopt the hon. member’s opinion now and here.

Mauvravi MUNAWWARALI: After the assurance he has given all
these things should not have arisen. It is labouring the question.

TrHE How’BLe Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: i repeat
that I doubt whether I gave such an assurance. But apart from that I
“have given this matter my most careful attention, not on' account of any
assurance given, but on account of personal representation which I
received from: the hon. member Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy and as a
result of that interview I have given my most anxious consideration
over this' question.

Maveavi MUNAWWARALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister refresh
his memory by a reference to the proceedings of the last session ?

TrHE Hon’BLE Sryjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I will
do that in due course, Sir, and I am sure I shall find the hon. member
in the wrong.

Construction of a witness shed in the Habiganj Criminal Court
compound

Mauvravi ABDUR RAHMAN asked :

185. Isita fact that there is no witness shed in the Habiganj Criminal
Court compound and that the litigant public suffer extremely for want of
such a shed? 1Ifso, do Government propose to remove the grievance of
the public by erecting witness shed in the Criminal Court compound ?

Trae Hox’ere Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURT replied

185.—Itis a fact that there is no witness shed in the Criminal Court
compound at Habiganj, which possibly causes inconvenience, Govern-
ment will consider the construction of ‘a witness shed there as soon as funds

ermit.

5 Mavravi ABDUR RAHMAN: May I know whether Govern-
ment gave a similar answer to a question put in the last session of the
Council ?

Tue Hon’sLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: In the
year 19367

MauLavi ABDUR RAHMAN: In 1934-35 ?

Tue Hon’sLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR GHAUDHURI: I do not
remember, Sir.

Sryur PURNA- CHANDRA SARMA: Is there any such shed in
other criminal court compounds in' other district towns ?

TH.E Hon’BLE SRijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I am
not quite sure.

Kuan  Sams MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: In the
answer, Sir, it is said “as soon as funds permit”. May I know when
funds will permit ?

Tue Hon’BLe Srijjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : It is
very difficult for me to say that.

NS TEeay e
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KHAN Sane Mauravi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: Can
he not give the approximate time when funds will permit ?

Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Sir, I want to know if there
is any such shed in the other district towns ?

Tue HoN'BLe THE SPEAKER: He has already answered that
question that he does not remember.

Sryur  PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: My question was if
there was any such shed in any other criminal court compound in the
other district towns ?

Tre Hon’sLe Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: As far
as my recollection goes there is no witness shed in many of the court
compounds of this province. Ifwe get sufficient funds we shall certainly
try to provide Habiganj as well as other district towns with sheds in the
court compounds.

Mauravi ABDUR RAHMAN: Are Government awarc that the
litigant public, both male and female, have to take shelter under trees?

Tue Hon’sie Sriyjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Yes,
Sir ; sometimes even lawyers have to.

Mavravi MUNAWWARALIL: Does the Hon’ble Minister agree
that his reply is typical of the replies that used to come during the
previous sessions ?

THE HoN’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: That is
a matter of opinion.

Tue How'BLE MauLavi Sarvio S MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :  Sir,
may I have your permission to refer to the proceedings of the 9th April last ?
I have got it here.

Tae Hon'BLE THE SPEAKER: Yes.

KHAN SAHIB Mauravi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI : My
question has not been answered, Sir, I ask when funds will permit. Will
it be during his tenure or not ?

THE HonBrLE THE SPEAKER : The budget is before the hon.
member and he can judge for himself when funds will be forthcoming.

Tre HonN’BLE MAuravi Satyip Stk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I
will read, Sir, from the proceedings of the 9th April last. Maulavi
Dewan Muhammad Ahbab Chaudhuri wanted to move an adjourn-
ment motion regarding realisation of land revenue from ilam lands.
His motion ran to this effect—*this House do adjourn for the purpose
of discussing a matter of urgent public importance, namely, the illegal
realisation of land revenue, which is still continuing, from the tenants
in respect of ilam lands in Suresh Hoar in the subdivision of Sunamganj,
Sylhet district”.

THe Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : As I have already told the House that
the House is not continuing beyond today and there is already one adjourn-
ment motion to be moved at 3-30 p.m., I think that when notice of this
adjournment motion is given, it will sufficiently serve the purpose of the
hon. member. Attention of the Government will be drawn to this
grievance and the Hon’ble Minister in charge will take note of this.

Mauravi MUNAWWARALI: Has the pointed attention of the
Hon’ble Minister been drawn to it ?

Tree How’BLe Sryjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : Yes,

ir.
. MAULAVI _L_IUNAWWARALI: Does the Hon’ble Minister propose
to initiate inquiries at once ?

Tue Hon'BLE Srjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: 1 have
already gone through the files,
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Knan Sams Mavravi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: Will
the illegal realisation be stopped, pending enquiry?
- Tue HoneLe Srpyur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I am
not in a position to say that there is any illegal realisation.
That ended the discussion.
Mavravi MUNAWWARALIL: That does not dispense with the
question of enquiry, Sir.

Sub-Assistant Surgeons serving in Public Health Department

Mavrayi ABDUR RAHMAN asked :

186. Isit a fact that the Sub-Assistant Surgeons who have been con-
Afirmed in the Public Health Department had to serve for a long period of
continuous temporary service varying from 6 to 12 or 13 years?

187. Is it a fact that the long period of temporary service of the
Sub-Assistant Surgeons, Public Health Department, when confirmed, is not
counted towards their increment of pay ?

188. If the answer to questions Nos. 186 and 187 are in the affirm-
ative do Government realise that the Sub-Assistant Surgeons, Public:Health
Department, at their confirmation, have to begin their service anew on the
initial pay after several years of service, and have to retire long before they
reach the maximum pay of the grade and thereby deprived of getting fuil
pension at the time of retirement ?

189. Isit a fact that the temporary period of Service of the Assistant
Surgeons, PubliciHealth Department, like all other departments, is counted
towards their increment of pay on their confirmation ?

190. If the reply to question No. 189 is in the affirmative, do Govern-
ment realise that there is a differential treatment between the Sub-Assistant
Surgeons and the Assistant Surgeons under the same Department ?

191. Do Government propose to remove this practice of differential
trcatment between the Officers of the same Department and count the
temporary period of service of the Sub-Assistant Surgeons towards the
increment of pay, as is being donein case of the Assistant Surgeons ?

Tue Hon'sre Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

186.—No Sub-Assistant Surgeon had as much as 12 years’ temporary
service but a large number had between 6 and 11 years’ temporary service.
187.—Yes.
188.—This is the usual rule in all services—see Fundamental Rule 22
(6). A Actually a Sub-Assistant Surgeon in the Public Health Department
obtains the maximum pay of his scale in 20 years. As the age of retirement
is 55 any officer appointed permanently before he has reached the age of 35
can reach the maximum of the scale.
o d189c.! Initial pay in all temporary service in Assam is, on confirmation,
7 ed un cg Fundamental Rule 22(b), i.e., does not count for increment.
ssistant ourgeons are the only exception their initial pay being fixed on
a basis of age.
it l90—-—\{cs—-at present : but the question of abolishing the ‘‘basisiof
a.¢” system s a matter which will be considered in connection with the
faming of new rules for the Medical and Public Health Services.
The system was introduced when the Public Health Department was a
lcm&orary Department and was the main recruiting ground for the Assam
edical Service,

1913.—The matter is under consideration, . .. . .. ¥ vianis
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Prohibition of Smoking in Ejlas.
Basu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked:

192, Isit a fact that the Second Extra Assistant Commissioner, Sunam-
ganj and ‘Scm_or E_xtra. Assistant Commissioner, Sylhet (Mr. A. Dam) smoke
while sitting in Ejlash? If so, do Government propose to prohibit the same?

Tue Hon’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

192.— The Second Extra Assistant Commissioner, Sunamganj, does
not smoke at all. Mr. Dam, who incidentally is not the Senior Extra
Assistant Commissioner at Sylhet, sometimes smokes in his Ejlas which is
also his office room and retiring room, while he is not sitting as a Court.
Government do not propose to prohibit it. Mr. Khaund, the Senior Extra
Assistant Commissioner, Sylhet, does not smoke.

Banu KARUNA SINDHU ROY : May I know, Sir, who the second
Extra Assistant Commissioner is at Sunamganj now ?

THE HoN’BLE SRIjUT RO_HINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : I think the
hon. member can get that information from the Civil List. I do not re-
member it now.

KHAN SAHIB MAUL_AVI SAYIDUR RAHMAN : Will Government
be pleased to §upply us with a copy of the Civil List ?

Tue HON’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: It isin the
library. : '

MR.. BAIDYANATH MUKHAR]JI: May I know, Sir, if smoking
% pm}ubltcd in the Court room ?

Tm: HonN’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: There is
no particular rule as far as I know. But as a matter of practice no official
: ?mokcs while holgimg the court. But when the court room is empty and he
is not actually doing any bu:u_ncss he may smoke. The reason is thatin
most cases we find that 'ghere 1S no retiring room for the Magistrate. So
when he is doing no official work he may smoke.

~ Kuaxn B_AHADUI? Mauravi KERAMAT ALI; Will the Hon’ble Minister
kindly issue instructions to the different Magistrates not to smoke when they
try cases ?
__THE HoN’BLE Srpjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I do not
;l:rnk, Sllr, any such general instructions are necessary. As far as my own
sonal experience goes, ‘ : 2 "missi
the %awyﬁrs or is s%ttingni?]lt:(fourt Ammokes unless,it takes houpcRIgH 2
HE HoN’BLE THE SPE IR - 7 i ; -
into consideration the cxpeﬁlffnbc‘:f} 4‘3F ;I;fllgr?on blepgnsieriziadic o

Knax BAHADUR MauLAvI KERAMAT ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minster
take it from me that the Magistrates do SRoL e

THE HoN’BLE SRIJUT. ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: If they
do so even q.fter the _obj_ecnon of the lawyers, then I shall certainly issue
apother notice reminding  the Magistrates,

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA: Will the lawyers who appear
before the Magistrates be permitted to smoke ?

MAUMVLA%DE R RAHMAN : May I say, Sir, that during the month
of Ran::a;l this habit is a source of great inconveni’cnce to the lawyers and
litigants: ! ‘

Mg. BAIDYANATH MUKHARJI . When it is a matter of practice
and is not prohibited by law, why should it be stopped ?
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Basu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked :

193. (a) Will Government please state how many political prisoners
are there in the province, interned without trial ?
' (b) Will Government please state what allowance is granted to
each of them, and if any one is deprived of it, why so ?
(¢) Will Government please state whether they intend to release
them at an early date ?
(d) Will Government please lay on the table their names and
names of places where they are interned.
(¢) Will Government please state how many of these prisoners
were released in last April and what are the present Police reports about
each of them ?

Tur Howsie Mauvravi Sarvip S MUHAMMAD SAADULLA

. replied :

193. (a)—Two. Both these persons are interned in their own homes,
(a)
()—Rupees 15 each per month.

(¢)—Government have no intention of releasing them from
restrictions at present, but their cases are considered from time to time.

d)— Kaliraman Bhattacharji is interned at his home village
Brahmanshasan (Akhalia), Police Station, Sylhet, and Sitesh Chandra
Shome in his home village Uttarsur, Police Station Srimangal. Both these
places are in the district of Sylhet.

(e)—No such internees were released last April, but one was
released from Jail custody and interned in his home village last March,
and, in the cases of six other prisoners, all restrictions on their movements
were also withdrawn last March.

: hc,}o‘":;“m:t?énarc not prepared to disclose the contents of Police reports
in this conne :

Basu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: When was Babu Sitesh Chandea
gﬁ?dey ’;1 terned in his home village ? When was he released from jail

THE Hon’BLE MAULAVI SArvID SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: The
information was not asked for, Sir. I have not got the file with me and
I am not in a position to give the dates.

Basu HARENDRA NARAYAN CHAUDHURI: Is an allowance
of Rs, 15 sufficient for these internees ? 3

Tre Hon’BLE MAULAVI SAtviD StR MUHAM j . We
went by the recommendation of the District giﬁiAgrsSA%E::Ll::n; et
according to the recon&mﬁdgﬁn made and we accgpteci it

Mr. ARUN KUMA ANDA: Do the ¢ : ich led
to the internment of these men still exist ? © circumstances whict
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THE How’BLE MAuLAVI SarviD SikR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Im
the opinion of Government, they still exist.

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA: Am]I to understand, Sir, that the
present Government is pursuing the same policy as the old one ?

THE HoN’BLE MAULAVI SATYID Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : The
matter will come up for consideration, Sir.
y Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA: Are Government aware that
in several other provinces they have released the political prisoners ?

Tae How’BLE MauLavi Sarvio Sik MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Each case should be judged on own merits.

Srijur KRISHNA NATH SARMAH: Did Government enquire into
the whole matter in this province ?

Tue Hon’BLE MAurAvi Saryip SR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : As
I have already said, Sir, there were two and only two at present and the
term of their internment was extended by the previous Government by a
year. Assoon as that period will be over or even before that we will
consider whether the circumstances admit the removal of this bar from
them.

Srijur GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : If such prisoners have been

released in other autonomous provinces, may I know, Sir, whether this is
not an autonomous province ?

Basu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: When will
the term of these internees expire ?

THE HONBLE Mauravi Sarvip Sk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
About October.

Sryur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Have Government considered
the expenses involved in these internments ?

Tae Hon’BLE MAULAVI SAIYID St MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Every matter has been taken into consideration.

Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Did Government take inte

consideration the facts of the case in which they were involved ?

THE HoN’BLE MAULAVI Sawvip SR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I
have nothing to add to what I have said.

Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Have not the present Govern-

ment considered this matter up till now at least on the consideration of
expense ?

Tue HonN’BLE MAULAVI SArviD SR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : No,
Sir, not from the point of view of finance.

Basu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: Does
not the present Government want to consider these cases before October ?

Tue Hon’BLE MAULAVI Saivip SlIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : I
did not say that.

Sryur SARVESWAR BARUA: What stands in the way of Govern-
ment in releasing these prisoners ?

Tue HoN'sLE MAULAVI Sarvip S;x MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:  We
arc expecting to get a report from the local officers. We have not yet

got 1t.
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Srjur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Who are those local officers
—the Deputy Commissioners or the Police Officers ?

TreE Hown’BLE MauLAvI SArviD SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : The
Police Officers. .

Mavravi MUNAWWARALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister state the
nature of their crime ?

Tue Hon’BLE Mauravi Sarvip Sl MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
That is going too far back. I think everybody knows what is the crime.
. Sryur PARAMANANDA DAS: Does Government know that there
1s one prisoner interned in  Dhubri Jail ?

THE Hon’BLE MauLavi Sarvip SiR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Yes,:
but not interned by this Government.

Re-settlement of the district of Cachar

MavLavi MUZARROF ALI LASKAR asked :

194. Will Government be pleased to lay on the table a copy of the
report submitted by the Special Officer deputed for enquiry for a Re-settle-
ment of the district of Cachar and also the report of the Commissioner,
Surma Valley.and Hill Division, about the contemplated re-scttlement of
the district ?

195. Has Government considered the desirability of postponing re-set-
flcmcnt of the district of Cachar till the economic condition of the -people
improves ?

Trae Hon’sLe Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

194 and 195.—The question of the Re-settlement of Cachar district is
still under consideration by Government. If it is decided to undertake the
work the forecast report submitted by the Special Officer deputed for
enquiry under section 6 of the Assam Land Revenuc Reassessment Act,
1936, will be published in the Gazette in accordance with the provisions of
that section. - Until a decision has been reached, however, Government
regret that they are unable to see their way to laying the report or the
opinion of the.Commissioner, Surma Valley and Hill Division, on the table.

KuaN Saue Mauvravi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : Are:
Government aware that the condition of the raiyats of this district is
not good in the district of Cachar ?

Tue Hon'BLe Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I think
the hon. member remembers what T said in my budget speech regarding
this matter.

KHAN SAmis Mauravi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY :
Do Government propose to postpone the re-settlement operation ?

Tee Hon’sLe Srjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: < We stated
that we have not come to any final decision regarding this matter.

Mechpara and Bijni Court of Wards Estates
Mayrayt MATIOR RAHMAN MIA: asked :

196. Will the Hon’ble Revenue Minister be pleased to lay on the table

& statement showing under separate column-—
(@) The total number of Hindu te d the '
Bijni Court of Warda Fstates. il il e o
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(6) The total number of Muhammadan tenants of 'the said two
cstates.

(¢) The total number of immigrants settled as tenants in the said
two cstates.
197. Will the Hon’ble Revenue Minister be pleased to lay on the table
a statement showing under separate column—

(@) The number of officers of the Mechpara and Bijni Court of
Wards Estates.

(b) The proportion of Muhammadan officers in the total number of
officers of the said two Estates. - ;

(¢) The proportion of immigrant tenants holding appointments in
the total number of appointments in each of the said estates. J

(¢) The number of officers of the said two estates who hail from
Kamrup district and particularly from the Barpeta Subdivision.

198. Isit a fact that qualified men are available for service in the
Mechpara and Bijni Estates from amongst their tenants ; and if so, will the
Minister in charge please state the reason or reasons for appointing people
from the district of Kamrup ?

Tue How’sLe Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

196. (a) to (¢)—The figures are not available as the estates do not main-
tain any such statistics.

MauvLavi MATIOR RAHMAN MIA: @753 c3if#cs e swiafres

s ARRT AF, frete a®, wifsa 3eifea Afs 4hw, evsiaats feq,
yAaata, (ra 8 3FicalF erata Hi) Al eutz wiae fe 9

THe HoNBLE Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: The
Estates do not maintain any such list of classification of Hindus, Mu

. : ham-
madans and immigrants separately.

KHan  Sanm Mavravi  MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI :
When the question was put in Bengali should it not be answered in Bengali ?
We want a ruling on this point, Sir.

MavLavi MATIOR RAHMAN MIA: 3 sisf§ &% 3503w
Bl g3 fram f» cerq @aw |y ?

Tue Hon’sLe Toe SPEAKER: I think the hon. member who is
putting the question understands English, although he may not be able to
speak in English quite well.

KuaN Bamapur Maviavi KERAMAT ALI: The hon, questioner is

speaking in Bengali and it may be that the Hon’ble Minister doas not
know Bengali.

Mauvravi MATIOR RAHMAN MIA: ¥ qa.44 Sir, sify
atfa 42 | (laughter).

IS

Tue Hon'BLe Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : QT
crea fal cacacet cward teata czial A2 ) Aot T® I3 GRAGTY |
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Mauravi Syep. ABDUR ROUF: The hon. member is asking in
Bengali and the Hon’ble Minister is answering in Assamese.

Tue HON’BLE THE SPEAKER: It is for the hon. member to say
whether he understands Assamese or not.

Mauravt MATIOR RAHMAN MIA:  =ifi qats #1fg w13, Sir.

Tre Hon’sre Srjyjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :
197. (a)—Mechpara Wards’ Estate 57
Bijni Raj Ward’s Estate 537
(b) & (¢)—Mechpara Estate—15 Moslem officers including six
immigrant tenants out of 57,
Bijni Estate—66 Moslem officers including two immigrant tenants out of
837.
: (d)—Mechpara—seven, of whom two come from Barpeta Subdivi-
sion.
Bijni—two, of whom one comes from Barpeta Subdivision.

Mauvtavi MATIOR RAHMAN MIA: With regard to 197(a)
ars Angates (391 A% RUTFATS (AR A%CF Estate @ 5197 A
etz 3139 f¥ ?

Tue Hon’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: (A2 %%
1% fAarsga 7% HRola M) 02 |

Mavravi MATIOR RAHMAN MIA: JAAT(TRT 8§ WIAAINAKA
AT AANFATT 5t@fe of -3l Aqzaess wfs a2

Tue Hon’sLe Srgur ROHINTI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: 1% 4¢3t
[ oot 22 ) :

Mavravi MATIOR RAHMAN MIA: grasq @3

_AYANKIAKA
Bray AL FACS s1wfa (qegien f i ?

Tue How'sLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :
this question arise ? :
Tue Hon'ere THE SPEAKER : T think ; :

Trz Hon'sLe Srjur ROHINI KUMAR%?}IA%JSE%ISF e

198.—Preference is given to the claims of The denantesof 311 E‘t e
outsiders are takcnl wh!:n persons possessing special qualificati e Esta c_‘,:
are required. A midwife was recruited from Barpeta for Bi-C?‘ 10‘21 01:' m‘l’lﬂ
1sin a temporary appointment. Four out of the five men rﬂg:na?h th e
(Sadr) Subdivision in the Mechpara Estate wera entertained fromc th:nlrl::-g

beginning of the Court of Wards’ management, The fifth one a particularly

i i fi :
52)?‘?& ?inld;g:.tc audl prizeman fromile Survey School was taken in for survey

How does

The Manager and the Sub-Manager come from Barpeta Subdivision
The former was specially appointed by Government for this work while the
latter, a retired Forest Officer, was also selected by Government after duly
advertising the post.

e Sk s
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MavLavi GHYASUDDIN' AHMED':  Are Government aware that
the former Torester was dismissed asa result of party clique during the
time of ‘the present Manager, Mechpara ? e

Tre HoN'sLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: We are
not aware of that. ek ;

MauLavr GHYASUDDIN AHMED*  Is the Hon’ble Mlms‘tcr !11r1
charge aware that the said Forester on appeal got the appointment in the
Bijni Court of Wards and the Chief Forest Officer spoke very highly of that
officer ? T

TrHE HoN’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : I think
that question does not arise. ?

RIAULAVI GHYASUDDIN AHMED: Are GOV!?I"TH}’I"?“t aware
that the Forest Officer of Mechpara who hails from Barpeta is a retired
Government servant and is a very old man and hasno capacity to under-
take hard work in the forest area ? -

THE Hon’BLE SrijuT ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : We do not
discuss the merits of any particular officer on the floor of this House. _

Mauravi GHYASUDDIN' AHMED: Is it not a fact that while
{nakinﬁ tglis appointment the claims of Goalpara people were totally
ignored ?

THe Hon’Bie Srjur ROHINTI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : This re-
tired officer was selected after due advertisement of the post.

MAULAVI GHYASUDDIN AHMED : Does not the satre principle
apply in the matter of retirement to the Government officers as well as to
the Wards officers ?

THE HON’BLE Srijur R OHINT KUMAR CHAUDHURI: The Court
tried to get'the best man available; generally preference is given to the
tenants of the Estate but the Court could not get any from the tenants, so we
looked to the natives of the province.

. Maurav: GHYASUDDIN AHMED: Does not Governiment consider
him'to be unfit because he is a retired officer ?
THE Hon’nry, Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURTI : Certainly
the Estate Officers wi]] not appoint those who are considered unfit.
i MAULAVIJAHAN'UDDIN AHMED: Are we to take it that the re-
tired officers are hard-working ?

T%IE HoN’rg Srjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURT : Sir, it is
very difficult to

make such a general remark.
retire 5 U“AVL JAHANUDDIN' AHMED: Why ate  they’ made “to
TElT
TI.{E'HQN’B
WE Not strav;
TuE Hoyr;l’n

LESMAULAVI Savip S;IR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA!:  Are
g> it‘ ?

BLE THE SPEAKER :+ Order, order.

CHOICE OF LANGUAGE IN THE ASSEMBLY

SRUVE MAHT CHANDRA BORA: On a -poins of. information Son.
Under section 85 of gh Government of India Act, proceedings in a legislature
have to be conducteq in (he English language. But rules of procedure may

ermit; In any Chamber.or in o Joint sitting of both Chambers, any member
not familiar with the English language to use another language. This facility
seems to have been denjed to those who are. efficient in English, but who
would, as amatter of national self-respect insist on speaking in the provincial
vernacular. Choice of language; it seems, is not open to them.
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The Burma Assembly has already passed a resolution recommending to
the authorities the amendment of this section of the Act. The Punjab
Government has also taken steps in the matter. The Hon’ble Speaker of
the Sind Assembly allowed members to address the House either in English
or in the recognised vernacular of the province irrespective of the fact whe-
ther they are sufficiently acquainted with the English language or not. The
Hon’ble the Speaker of the Bihar Assembly though proficient in English
addressed the House in Hindusthani. Again there are some hon. members
of the House who are ignorant of English and as such have not been able
to follow the proceedings of the House and also the rulings of the Hon’ble
the Speaker of this Assembly. The Act does not seem to prevent any mem-
ber speaking in English from explaining his speech in one of the recognised
vernaculars of the Province for the benefit of non-English-knowing members.
1 think they can demand a summary of the English speech in vernacular
they like. Thisisa vexed question, and we shall be obliged if the Hon’ble

Peaker would kindly give us his ruling on this very important matter for
our future guidance.

. THE HoN'sLe TE SPEAKER : In accordance with the provision of
scction 85 of the Act, the Assam Legislative Assembly Rules, Part 11, contain
one rule in this behalf. This rule is No.9, Part II and it runs thus: ¢Ifany
member is unacquainted or not sufficiently acquainted with the English
Ianggage, he may address the Assembly in any recognised language of the
Province, provided that the Speaker may call on any member to speak il
any language in which he is known to be proficient. 1

Explanation.—For purposes of this rule, “recognised language” Shald
In€an any one of the following languages, namely, Bengali, Assames¢ 20

industani’, -

_So long as this rule stands, I do not propose to introduce a practice of
asking any hon. member to speak in any other language he likes. The 0b-
VIOUs inconvenience of introducing different languages was clearly demon-
strated on the floor of the House this morning during question time. ,Hon:
members must have realised the difficulty then of having different
languagcs for a deliberative body like this Assembly. So I shall ¢nly ask hon.
members who are unacquainted with English either to speak in Bengali,
Assamese or Hindusthani as the case may be. Unless this rule is altered I
cannot do otherwise. Hon. members are aware that 2 Rule Gommittee has
been constituted. There they have undertaken the task of revising these rules.
It is up to hon. members to bring up this matter before that Committee.

QUESTION AS TO WHETHER MINISTERS HAVE THE RIGHT OF
REPLY TO THE GENERAL DISCUSSION OF THE BUDGET

Sryjur GOPI NATH BARDOLOI: On a point of order, Sir. It was
given to understand that all the five members on hehalf of Government
would reply to the debates that have been raised. I find from a perusal
of the Rule on the point that it is the Finance Minister only who has the
vight to speak. I refer to rule 14 at page 5 of the Assembly Rules. Itis
only he who can reply as a matter of right. The rule runs as follows :— \

“On a day or days to be appointed by the Governor exercising his
individual judgment subsequent to the day on which the Budget
is presented and for such time as the Governor exercising his
individual judgment may allot for the purpose, the Assembly
shall be at liberty to discuss the Budget as a whole or any ques-
tion of principle involved therein, but no motion shall be movey
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5 at this stage, nor shall the Budget be submitted to the vote of the
Assembly. The Finance Minister shall have a general right of
reply at the end of the discussion”. !

) I; thus appears that it is only the Finance Minister, who has the right
of reply.

B Tue Hon’sre THe SPEAKER : The rule says that the Finance Minis-
ter shall have a right of reply. It does not appear that it precludes the
other Ministers from speaking on the points raised on the discussion. But it
is a matter for the House to say if the entire Ministry should be given a
right of reply or not. If they do not like to hear them, the Hon’ble the
Chief Minister will be quite competent to reply. It is for the House to
consider whether each of the Ministers should have his say on the matters
relating to his departments. The hon. members will remember that
when the Budget was presented each of the Hon’ble Ministers was required
to speak on the departments in his charge. :

Srijur GOPI NATH BARDOLOI: The idea is to save time.
Basu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: I think they should separately answer
and give a reply.

\W{LY OF THE HON’BLE MINISTERS TO BUDGET SPEECHES

Tur HoN’BLE MauLAvi MD. ALT HAIDAR KHAN : Sir, most of the
B criticisms of the agricultural Budget have been that the staff is not adequate
| and that the provisions made are insufficient. This is undoubtedly true.
{ " As a Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries
and Co-operative, I would certainly like a much larger amount to be placed
at my disposal, so that I can carry out the projects which I have in mind
- and on which I know the members are very keen. Now, Sir, coming to the
details of the agricultural budget most of the hon. members have referred
to the inadequacy of funds for agricultural colonies and loans for the
middle-class youths. This amount is admittedly very small but there isa
misapprehension about the scope of the scheme which I want to remove.
A sum of Rs.1,500 has been provided, not for agricultural colony, but for a
small. training farm where the boys can attend one year’s course and get
%racncal training and at the same time earn some wages by their work.
he land belongs to Government and the boys are expected to do most of
2 the work themselves. The place is within the very easy reach of Jorhat
y and no residential quarter for the staff will be necessary. A sum of Rs.1,500
represents the only amount which will be spent during the current year. 'A
larger amount will be provided next year if necessary and if funds permit.
[I_Ja.m also on the look out for a similar site in  the Surma Valley and I
clicve, I shall be able to start a similar farm there during the coming win-
ter. When a site has been obtained, I shall come before vou for a supple-

| mentary grant if necessary and I have no doubt this will be sanctioned.
... The question of agricultural colony is presenting a number of practical
3 difficulties. 1 hope that it will be possible to work this up within the next
{ few months and a start will be made before the closing of the financial year,
il if possible. The bulk of the expenditure will fall during the next year for

i

which necessary budget provision will be made. If we find that the
applications for loan from deserving candidates exceed a sum of Rs. 2,000
- prouic!f:d for in the budget it will not be very difficult to add to the
prOV]S.lon-
There has been a general demand for more Agricultural Demonstrators
with which I am in complete agreement.




578

Sryjur DEBESWAR SARMAH: On apoint of information, Sir. I
understand the Hon’ble Minister has got a scheme of 17 model villages or
something like that but he has not stated in the House whether he has got
any plan or scheme like that and if so, what is that?

Tue Hon'sBre Mauvravi MD. ALT HAIDAR KHAN: [ will come to
this point later, Sir.

I have provided for three additional Demonstrators in the current year’s
budget. Perhaps you know, Sir, that a drop of water goes to form a mighty
ocean. At the same time an additional sum of Rs.10,000 has been provided
for actual demonstration activities, namely, supply of seeds, etc.

I am aiming at one Agricultural Inspector for every subdivision and at
least one Demonstrator for every thana and hope to achieve this within a
reasonable period of time, provided I am supported by the hon. members
and the public. There have been certain discussions in this House about
the Agricultural Department and one hon. member suggestcd that all the
superior posts except the Demonstrators should be abolished. The ho_n.
member might have very humorously spoken, but I do not know whether 1n
his efforts to be humorous he forgot the needs of the department.

I presume, the Demonstrators are wanted for teaching improvcd

methods of agriculture to the cultivators. I'would like to ask how the

Demonstrators can be expected to learn improved methods of cultivation.
Although agriculture is a universal profession, there are good many things
which the Demonstrators, who will teach the cultivators, have got to learn
thC_mselves before they really become successful Demonstrators to give such
training. Agricultural Inspectors are necessary for supervision and control
thelw.ork of the Demonstrators as well as for giving instructions in morc
teéh_mcal matters, So Agricultural Inspectors and Deputy Directors of
Agriculture are necessary. :
An agricultural school is necessary for training the people who will
teach the cultivators and not for the cultivators themselves. Tt is also
necessary for a large number of middle-class youths who are very keen on
agricultural training and who now travel on to Poona, Allahabad and
Nagpur where admission is extremely difficult to obtain, but it is not known
whether Government have got enough funds for the purpose. ‘What we
want to do, if funds are available, is to start only one Agricultural School,
for which T am drawing up a scheme, and which 1 am sure the majority of
the hon. members of this House will support. (Hear, hear). We want to
examine the possibilities of giving agricultural ‘bias 1o our cultivators.
The hon. members who are in touch with actual conditions of the people
are fully aware that one of the most pernicious results of our present system
of education is that all those who pass a school have only one aim in life,
namely to secure an appointment. T want to examine in éo-operation with
the Hon’ble Minister of Education and the Director of Public Instruction
whether it is possible to make an experiment in a few selected places where
education given will be of such a nature that boys after passing the examina-
tion will go back to the profession of their fathers and become better cultiva-
tors, .
I am glad tofind that our scheme of organising “model villages has
met with almost universal approval. I realise that this is an ambitious
project and will have to be carefully worked out. ‘We shall, however, spare
no pains to make it a success and all the nation-building -departments
will work in close co-operation. Rupees 10,000 for this purpose is certainly
too small but here again I want to explain that this is only the first
instalment which is proposed to be spent d.urmg the current year. 1 have
no doubt that if it is found, .after the details are worked out, that this will

—
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require some more funds, the Finance Minister will treat the proposal with
sympathetic consideration. A list of model villages has been drawn up
merely as provisional and the Committee which will meet very soon will
no doubt carefully consider the question of final selection of the sites.

There is one matter which T have kept to the last, namely, the occurrence
of Johne’s disease. There is-no other subject with which the Department
of Agriculture was more concerned during the last ten years than this
unfortunate occurrence of Johne’s diszase. 1 have received a large number
of questions on the subject in reply to which I am furnishing a statement
which will give full details about the present ‘position. I"only want to
state here that the position is not so desparate as seems to be the general
impression.  As a matter of fact Khanapara and Jorhat farms are
expected to be free from the Johne’s disease. It will be possible to issue
animals during the current year. : ; : ”

Sryur  DEBESWAR SARMAH: On a point of information, Sir.

Is it by killing all the animals there ? 2
(\T/J{BKHON'BLE Mauravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN : No, Sir, not by
killing. :

These Government farms are necessary for carrying out experiments
in nutrition and breeding improved bulls.

Steps are also being taken about the irregular sale of a few animals
from the Sylhet farm recently, full information about which is ‘being
supplied in answer to questions on the subject. I can assure the }_mn.
members that Government is watching the whole position with anxious
care. I may also state that the outbreak of Johnt’s disease does not
necessarily mean the stoppage of the supply of improved bulls })cmg
obtained from out of the Province and from Bengal and supplied in suitable
localities where arrangements for their maintenance can be made. Tiknow
from my own experience that the Veterinary staff is very inadequate.
This means the question of more funds. The question- is further compli-
cated because the Local Boards are intimately concerned. I hope the
Local Boards will come forward to bear their share of the expenditure
which any increase .in the Veterinary Staff will entail. The question of
amalgamating the Veterinary and Agriculture Departments under one
head was carefully considered by the late Government. There are how-
ever.some serious administrative and technical difficulties and ithe question
has been dropped for the present. There is undoubtedly considerable
scope for the development of cottage industries in Assam and some steps
have been taken already. The Department can however only assist the
cottage industries The question of establishment of an Industrial College
18 beyond our means with our limited financial resources. y

he .Co-operative Socicties are assing through anxious times ; but we
undoubtedly require more SHns 'ergtiv'c gSocictics- That is not possible
without more staff and more actilz:e co-operation of the public. Assam is

prmarily an agricultural province and there are undoubtedly great
possibilities of development in all directions.

Mr NABA KUMAR D 291 int of information, -Sir.
ThC.HOH;bl.c M.cilnist_cr has not in{ﬁ,;ed 2&&@; about the benefit which
the people are deriving from the Economi nist.

Tiw Hon'sie Maviavi Sarvis S MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
Sir, we have got only 10.minutes time and there are so many interruptions
that it would be impossible for each ‘Minister to reply 10 the dﬂ;;cr%t
suggestions.made in the speeches of about 70 of my hon- {ncn(;i =
impossible to finish our reply unless these interruptions arc stoppec.
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Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAH: On a point of order, Sir. Arc we
responsible if relevant matters are not referred to, if things are not unfolded,
but manuscript eloquence or written speeches are inflicted upon us ?

Tue HonBLe THE SPEAKER: The hon. members during the
Budget discussion raised all their points. If the Hon’ble Minister makes
any omission in giving his reply to all these points, of course . that may be
taken advantage of by the hon. members when the voting on Demands for
Grants will come up. For expeditious termination of the official business
the Hon’ble Ministers should be allowed to proceed without any interrup-
tion. The hen. members will have their time to take proper steps if they
like against the Ministers for their sins of omission and commission. SO
there is no necessity of interrupting the Hon’ble Ministers now which would
interfere with speedy termination of the general discussion of the budget
which is so necessary in view of the fact that non-official business is to begin
after lunch.

Srjutr DEBESWAR SARMAH :  One poirit, Sir ;
to the ruling of the Court............

[4 woice—Court 7]

Srygur DEBESWAR SARMAH : I am sorry, Sir ; we are accustomed
to this expression. I bow down to the ruling of the Chair. Is the House
not entitled to know what is the colonisation scheme or what is the agri-
cultural plan the Ministry is going to follow or work.

Tre Hon'BLE THE SPEAKER : Certainly, the House is entitled to
know. But if the Hon’ble Ministers omit to inform the House, now hon.
members cannot compel the Ministers, They may take action in any ay
they like later on.

Srijur SARVESWAR BARUA : Have we mno right to remind the
Hon’ble Ministers when they omit certain points ?

Tae Hon'sLe TaE SPEAKER : There were 66 speeches and so there
were ample reminders to the Hon’ble Ministers. If they do . not take note
of these, the hon. members have a right to proceed against the Ministers
as they like. But for the present they should be allowed to go on uninter-

rupted.

Tue Hon'sre Rev, J. J. M, NICHOLS-ROY : Sir, as there is very
little time, I am very thankful ..............

Bapu HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: On a point of
order, Sir. The Hon’ble Minister in charge of Agriculture has not finished

his speech, Let him finish it, Sir.
Tae Hon'BLe THE SPEAKER : I think the Hon’ble Minister has

finished.
Bapu HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: No, Sir He

has not done even half of the manuscript.
Tar How'sLe Mavravi MD. ALT HAIDAR KHAN :  Yes, Sir, I have

surely I bow down

finished.

Tue Hox’sie Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Sir, as there is very
Jittle time for me to reply—I have only 12 minutes (I don’t know if I will
have even that)—IL must be very brief.

I must thank those hon. members who have seen our good inten-
tions and honest endeavours to meet the wishes of the country. Sir, I must
say at the beginning that I, myself, am not satisfied with the BUd’get No
one in the House is satisfied (hear! hear !). But what is the reason " Sir ?
Tt is because we have no money. No one in the Ministry is satisﬁec,l with
the Budget, as we have no money, and are in financial difficulties. We
have to do as much as we can under the present financial conditions. We
have done our best ; thatis what we say. I can say that any one who
may be placed in our position will realise the same difficulties.
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Now, I will touch certain points in regard to the criticisms of some of
the hon. members. Sir, my hon. friend Maulavi Abdul Matin Ch_au-
dhury has mentioned certain figures in the Public Health Budget re_gard}ng
epidemics. He hassaid there is not enough provision under epidemics.
The Assam Government, Sir, has all along spent any amount tha.t.may be
necessary for the sake of combating epidemics. Insufficient provision does
not in the least show any lack of foresight of the Ministry. We_ are ready
to spend any amount of money for the sake of combating ep1detplcs. Some—
times, Sir, at such times Government have to appoint extra bl[b-Assxstant
Surgeons and also to spend extra amount for the sake of Med:ca_l Stores
and Other Contingencies and it has also in this _Budgct given an
amount of money for the sake of manufacturing bactgnopf_lagc and other
drugs and preparations for the sake of combating epidemics. I want to
point out only certain' figures which my hon. friend Maulavi Abdul
Matin Chaudhury has mentioned in the House. He has said that the

rovision of Rs.45,000 is not the same amount as in the last Budget. But,

ir, the figure in this Budget is based on the actuals of 1935-36 and that
figure was only Rs.39,539. The amount we have budgeted is larger
than the actuals of 1935-36, but, as I have said, if there is any necessity of
increasing the amount, Government is always ready to increase the amount
at the time of combating the epidemics.

Now, Sir, he has also said that in another head the amount for diet of
patients has also been reduced. We have based this figure on the actuals
of 1935-36, which was only Rs.1,887. That is also the figure we have in
this Budget for 1937-38.

Mauvravi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY : Why don’t you base fg
on the Revised Estimates of 1935-36 ?

Tue HON’BLE REv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : It is not necessary.
We are not having epidemics, but if we have epidemics, we shall provide
more money for combating it.

Sir, it must be seen that in another head also there is a big provision,
Under the head “Other Non-Contract Contingencies” we have budgeted
Rs.11,300 \:vhlch 18 a larger sum than that in the Revised Estimates of 1936-
37. That is only a qhangc from one head to another. I can inform the
House that we have increased the amount under the head “Epidemic Units—
sub-head ‘Medical Stores’ . The Budget Estimate for 1936-37 was only for
Rs.4,900 and the estimated amount for 1037-38 is Rs.6,240. We have
increased the amount. Moreover we have made a large provision in an-
othc:l-\;.ub-hcsa_d “I\Lon-Contract Contingencies 7,

oo o> the same hon. member has spoken about the sum of

55 1.‘;"009 “B.d‘?r ,5ub-head “_Contingcncies——Megical Stores” under head
pidemic Units ™ in the Revised Estimates of 1936-37 and remarked that
we have, in this year 1937-38, budgeted a much smaller sum. This House
will see that the budget Ccstimate for 1936-37 under this head was only
Rs.4,900, and we have, in this budget, allotted a sum of Rs.6,740. So itis a
n state that if there be any necessity of spending

any more money than has been estimated we are prepared to spend much

more.

The same hon. member remarked that whereas in the year 1935-36
there were 125 Sub-Assistant Surgeons, this year the number has been
reduced to only 122. Thtj: fact is that these Sub-Assistant Surgeons were
osted to different dispensaries of the Local Board of Jorhat, but the Local
Board asked that these Government Sub-Assistant Surgeons should be with-
drawn, %0 Government withdrew these 8 Sub-Assistant Surgeons, and
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the Local Board appointed their own Sub-Assistant Surgeons. Soj Sir, that
is:not the fault of this Government.

Now I turn to the other complaint made by the hon. member
and by many other members of the House in regard to the fact that there is
no!/provision in the budget for the sake of starting dispensaries’ in: rural
areas, but I would point out that these dispensaries-in rural areas: are under
the control of the Local Boards: It is the primary duty of the Local Boards
to-start dispensaries in rural areas, but if they come up to Govcrnm.ent with
a prepared scheme, Government considers that scheme along. with other
schemes sent up by other Local Boards according to their urgency or
Importance, :

. Now, Sir, of course this Government realises the need for more dispen-
saries-in.the province, and we shall do our very best to- try and start’ dispen-
saries in different parts of the province and help the Local Boards, but we
can do so only according to our. finances. :

Many. hon. members have spoken: about the urgency of Jstartng a
Medlt_:al School- in Sylhet. No one will be more happy than this: Govern-
ment if we can start'a Medical School in Sylhet, but before we' do that we
shall require a hospital there, which will cost about four: lakhs of rupees,
and everybody knows that the provincial finances are: in: such a condition’
thgt it will be impossible for us to shoulder that big scheme at' present, but’
this matter. is under the consideration of Government and' we shall see
what we can do.

Now I must. run on  to another point, Many hon. members: have
spoken about public health dispensaries and subsidised dispensaries:-
I am sorry I have no time to reply to them-in detail, but:I can- assure
them that T shall read all the spceches and see whether we can help these
localities. I can assure them that we shall do our very best.

- Now, regarding the question of opium and excise, T wish I had more

time to speak about this, but I am sorry T have very' little time; I can
only say that Government is doing all that it can and that this Gov-
crument is determined to wipe out the opium habijt' of Assam, and we
shall adopt such means- as will cnable us to reach our goal. If we do
1ot adopt proper means, I am afraid, W€ may’ not gain our object,. and
our’ policy will be defeated: Our worst enemy is smuggling, and somie
hon. members Have spoken about the large quantities of opium that are
smuggled into the province. If we do' not stop- this' smuggling effectively,
our attempts will all be a failure. I say' that this Government is doing
all'it can' to wipe out’ this evil from Assam. '

Sir, many hon. members have spoken about the need of good drink-
ing water in their constituencies. The Ministry quite realises the need of
good drinking water. We are’ painfully conscious of the fact that the
whole country needs good drinking water, I have already said ‘that if it wete
possible we would have given a good well’or a:good tank to every village
in Assam, but everyone in this' House’ knows oyr. litnit, Everyone
knows that the financial condition of the province is such that' it is* almost
impossible now to achieve our object. In my budget speech 1" Have stated
that'there is an amount of 3 lakhs that will be distributed to all the districts
in the province for the sake of water-supply 0 rural areas. The District
Officers have been asked to make a programme in consultatioti’ with an
Advisory Committee in which four hon. m'embers‘from this House will be
invited, and'when' this is done they will have a chance of making suggestions
to the District Officers, and I am sure that the' District Officers will do.
their ‘best! to Help ‘the diﬂ'erent‘cc‘mstiti.iéncxcg‘ i’ the province. I am asked
t0 stop as'the time'ig over. So I'must’ stop.

oA
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THE Hon’BLE Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : Sir, A
happy feature of the budget which I presented before the House is thar it
has escaped criticism except from some hon. members who regret that
my economic condition has improved while that of the rest of them or of
the country hasremained the same. Sir, if there is any h(_)n. member in
this House who thinks that the representatives of the d;ﬂ'ert;:qt groups
which are represented by this Ministry will forget the condition of the
raiyats amongst whom there are their own relations and friends— people
whom they truly love—if there is any one in this House who thinks that
because we are getting these salaries we will forget these people, then surely
emancipation of this country is very far off. Sir, Government hqs
done its best, within limitations of course. If hon. members of th_ls
House will realise what they had expected this Qovernmept_ to do they will
find that their disappointment is not justified. Sir, as a Minister of Revenue
I have becn asked to wipe out the entire outstanding agricultural loans,
which come toabout 7 lakhs of rupees ; I havt’: been asked to I:edUCﬁ the
local rates which have been already collected in three subdivisions of the
district of Sylhet ; I have been further asked to declare
a reduction of fifty per cent. in the revenue should be
top of this I have been asked to forbid the mauzadars—
ors—to realise the revenue according to
Government ; and at the same time I have be
of the mauzadars should be enhanced.

Then again some hon. Members suggested that _if the commission of
the mauzadars is enhanced that will be a temptation to them and that
they will adopt more stringent measures to realise the revenue., Furthermore

Sir, the hon. the Leader of the Opposition came dow_n for a moment from
the high plan of his speech and remembered the pitiable condition of the
Mandals and Gaonburas ; I believe in the few Mandals h

e also includes

the Patwaries of the Surma Valley districts. Sir, the condition of the
Mandals has already been brought to the notice of Government by the
deputation that waited upon the Director of Land Records and Govern-
ment has decided to give them certain concessions in the matter of railway

~journeys. Originally they were allowed third class railway fares and no v
orders have been issued and provision will be included  in the next year’s
budget so as to allow them to travel in the Inter-class and a Chainman has
been sanctioned for each Supervisor Kanungo. But the increase o the Salary
of the Mandals even by a petty sum of Rs, 2 would involve an expenditure
of Rs. 30,000. If the House decides and gives an indication that we must
ﬁndhthis money, certainly, Sir, the Government will give due consideration
to this.

Now, Sir, before I co

all at once that
granted ; and on the
the revenue collect-
the Rules laid down by
en asked that the commission

me to tne main question of Land Revenue, I want
to say a word about the Jails. I was surprised that no constructive
criticisms, or fm: the matter of that any criticism at all, was offered against
the administration of our Jails. Now, Sir, has the interest of the hon,
members flagged merely because we have no political - prisoners in our
jails ? However, I appeal to the House that they should not allow their

interest ix'1 the ac%mi_nistration of jails to flag because we have not higher
class of prisoners inside the j

ails at the present moment.

One hon. member has raised the question of the establishment of 5

High Court in this province. T would just give him some figures o enable

the House to decide how far it is Practicable. According to the report

of the Subvention Officer who collected all these figures the recurrin
expenditure, on a High Court

. in the province would come to abouyt
Rs. 2,78,000. But we aro already paying to the Bengal Government ag gnyy
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share of contribution Rs. 1,42,000 and we can reasonably expect a sum of
Rs. 50,000 on account of increase of court fees and the fees derived from
sanads to lawyers, etc. It comes tothis. If only another lakh can be
found somehow, then the establishment of a High Court in this province
will be a practicable proposition.

Then, Sir, my hon. friend the Deputy Leader of the Congress Party
drew our attention to certain criminal cases. As regards one case, the case
about the tea planter. I have no knowledge. As regards the other case
against the Military Officer, I may inform the hon. -membcr tha't Govern-
ment took action on the report which appe_arcd in ghc Amrita Bazar
Patrika in the month of April last. They have given warning to the Deputy
Commissioner not to allow in future any Public Prosecutor to defend an
accused pcrson or to appear on his behalf. And we have also brought the
conduct of that particular officer to the notice of the Mlhtz_ary authorities.
We looked into the records of the case and as my hon. frxcnd. Mr. .Arun
Kumar Chanda knows himself, as he was himself a prosecution witness,
that there was not a good case for appealing before the Hon’ble High
Court. That was the advice of our legal advisor. Then as regards the two
other cases which were brought to our notice by my Hon’ble friend
Maulavi Ashrafuddin Choudhury, Government has already been diligently
watching the cases of improper detention in hazat and improper rqfusal
of police for bails. His Excellency the Governor when he visited Dibru-
garh last time, also noticed cases of the long detention to which attention
of the Judges have been already drawn. - z

Then about Nalbari Criminal Court, I may inform the hon. member
from Nalbari that we have received a large number of petitions and resolu-
tions from Nalbari, Rangiya and Tihu protesting against the discontinuance
of the Nalbari court. It has been furthermore brought to our notice that the
hon. member representing Nalbari is not in favour of discontinuance of this
Court. Of course there is some inconvenience caused to lawyers. But the
hon. member perhaps knows that there are about 16 or 17 lawyers hailing
from that particular locality. So the inconvenience of the litigants so far as
lawyers are concerned is not very great. There is one irregularity OF
inconvevience which came to my notice and for which we are thankful to-
the hon. member Srijut Sidhinath Sarma, viz., as regards taking of prisoners
under escort from Gauhati to Nalbari. Government propose to issuc
instructions that cases in which bails are not allowed or cannot be granted,
will be tried in the district headquarters itself and not in Nalbari until some
arrangements can be made.

Sir, I think my time is over and I cannot speak on Land Revenue.

Srgyur MAHI CHANDRA BORA : Sir, I think the Hon’ble Minister

may be given some more time so that we may hear him speak on the Land
Revenue aspects also.

Tue Hon’sre THE SPEAKER: We shall then have to continue till
1.15, I think.
Tue Hon’BLE Mauravi Saivip SR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Yes, Sir. Ten minutes have been taken in that ruling.
Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA: T want to know, Sir, if the Deputy
Commissioner has also been }varncd _not to forward ' cases to persons
- belonging to a certain community against whom complaints are made ?
Tue Hon’BLe Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURTI: There is
already a circular to that effect. _ X
Sryur MAHI CHANDRA BORA: Sir, I repeat my request that the
Hon’ble Revenue Minister may be allowed some more time to speak on
~Land Revenue: - " ek ® b id 1
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Tue Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : The hon. Member will have another
opportunity of speaking on it when the cut motions are moved and I
understand there are many cut motions.

Tue Hon’sLe Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: If Iam
given three minutes’ time, I can speak a few words.on Land Revenue.

Sir, I have been criticised for showing an inflated amount in the
budget so far as land revenue is concerned. I will explain how that was
arrived at. We have shown an increase of Rs. 7 lakhs. Out ot: this
Rs. 7 lakhs, one lakh represents the deferred enhancement in the district of
Lakhimpur, And, Sir, we have got some money on account of extension c_nf
scttlement in different districts. In North Lakhimpur for instance in this
year, there was an extension of cultivation to the extent of 54,000 bighas.
In Kamrup there was an extension of cultivatign to the extent of 20,000
bighas roughly. There are other extensions also in other districts. I have
not got all the figures. That normal extension of cultivation has come up
for a little increase in the amountof revenue to be received ? Then
during these months of May, June, and July there has been a good deal
of realisation of uncollected arrears of the past. During these three
months there has been an increase of 3 lakhs in collection over
that of last year. Hon. members can draw their own inference
from this increase of uncollected arrears of the last few years. My
fault was that I merely gave the figures of collection. Whether that
increased collection represents a slight betterment of the economic condition
or indicates any repressive measures, it is for the House to judge. But I
would just inform the House that, during the period of acute distress some
five or six years ago when the collection was much less, there used to be
stampeding by Gurkha soldiers for facilitating the collection of revenue.
A huge lot of attachments and annulments of pattas were made. In recent
years these methods have been gradually given up. From these facts the
hon. - House candraw its own inference. Then, Sir, it cannot be gain-
said that the prices of some of the commodities have to a certain extent in-
creased ; for instance the maximum price of paddy in the district of Kamrup
some years ago was Re. 1-4, but now it is Re. 1-12. There again the hon.
members may say that the increase of price is ‘due to the scarcity of food. I
have only spoken of the increase. We have not yet been able to make any
statement about reduction of revenue for the year 1937-38, For the year
1936-37 the past Government had already given a reduction of 3 annas in
the rupee. 1 find, Sir, that no hon. member  has raised any objection to
it, no allegation has been made that it is inadequate. So far as the reduction
for 1937-38 is concerned, we have not come to.any definite conclusion. But,
as I havF already stated, Government has viewed with the greatest
apprehension the “present weather condition and it will come to .its

conclusion latcr‘ on. Meantime Government has provided for .a reduc-
tion of 3 annas in the rupee, in the budget.

: .SRUUT SIDDHINATH SARMA : What is the inference of the Hon’ble
Minister regarding the increased collection, whether:it is due to coercive
measures or to- any improvement in the condition of the raiyats.

Tue How’sLe Srjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :
already said what I had to say.

THE HoN’BLE SHAMs-UL-ULAMA MAuLANA ABU NASR MD. WAHEED -
Sir, at the outset I must thank the House for the spirit in which my
Education Budget has been received here. The only great complaint ig
that sufficient money has not been provided to carry out our plan for
education as a whole. T have followed with .interest the budget  discussion

I bave
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conducted by the hon. members, and I am glad that I have been
acquainted with the various needs and requirements of the parts of the
country they have come from and of the sections of the community they
represent. Any budget, Sir, should not be immune from criticism from sup-
porters or others, unless it were a tame affair not worthy of the accredited
representatives of the Province. Ciriticism does not necessarily indicate a hos-
tile attitude on the part of the critics, In a country composed of heterogenous
elements with tongues—I would not say a babel of tongues—but with tongues
unintelligible to each other, as we witnessed to-day on the floor of this House
and separated from each other by hills and dales and valleys, with interests
sometimes conflicting and often difficult to reconcile or readjust, it is of
course very natural that it would not be possible to satisfy the needs and
requirements of every part of the country. Well, Sir, we have taken note
of all the requirements and needs expressed by the hon. members and we
can assure them that it would be our duty to consider them sooner or later
as funds permit. But I would ask the hon. members to realise our
difficulties, to realise the limitations under which we have to work and the
difficulties ot the path ahead. Sir, saddled with the accumulated debts of
our predecessor, the old Government, groaning under two successive
awards, with very liitle share of our own income from industries and from
mineral products, charged with the main(enance of a Frontier force, and
subjected to the fitful vagaries of Nature, the prospect looked to be a
hopelessly gloomy one when we were called upon to ring in the dawn of
a new era of political life in this province. And, Sir, when we entered
the arena, what did we find ?  We found the pruring knife, like the sword
of Damaocles, hanging over our heads. Sir, pressed down so heavily, 1
wonder whether any other province could have raised its head, and would
not have broken down. Placed under more favourable circumstances what ;
ﬂ.le other provinces have done it is for the hon. members to judge. Anyhow,
Sir, as the time allotted to me is short and is running out I must turn to
the main points.

The main criticism has been directed against our policy for the improve-
ment of primary education. Our policy is the expansion of primary
education in order to open out backward localities, in order to draw students
from sources hitherto untapped. When we shall have consolidated our posi-
tion we shall be prepared to make further advance, and to introduce compul-
sory education that has been provided under our Act. At present we are
ready to give eflect to the principle of compulsion, as embodied in our Act,
provided the provision of section 3 of the Act is carried out, namely that
the initiative lies with the local authorities, and if they come forward with

their sh'arc of the cost, which is one-third, we are ready to contribute the
remaining two-thirds from our exchequer.

SrijuT PURNA CHANDRA SARMA :

L { (@] i Sir.
Will the Hon’ble Minister refer to section 7 of lhen A?saﬁ?lg;i n?;fr Olgcilfféati:;l
Act, 19267 Yy

TrE HoN’BLE SHAMS-UL-ULAMA MAULANA ABU NASR MD. WAHEED :
We may call upon them to pay. But are they able to DaY-20l Hate /Sif wc;
may compare our position with that of Bengal. p Bcnga.l el ;ing
to introduce compulsory education by levying an o ANEERoh Y, ‘: gOur
position, Sir, is much better than that of Bengai, eyen without z;:nS. Al
length of compulsion. In Bengal primary education is not free b;gm hgerc it is
so. We are also going to open up backward localities. Here we have vast
areas of forest and Forest has been tagged on to Education, a strange
combination. As we are going to open the backward’ classes, our task is
heavier than that of Bengal. In any case I may point out in passing. ..
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Rar BamapuR PROMODE CHANDRA DUTT: Why spcak of
Eeuge) Si;{? SPEAKER : He is givi mparative picture

THE HON’BLE THE CAKER : e 1s giving & O :

TrHE HoN’BLE SHAaMs-UL-Urama Mavurana ABU NASR MD. WAH_EED .
As regards the percentage of literacy, it is 46 here, while in Bengal it is only
16. That is what the Report on Education in India, (1934-35) says. So
that our policy of not going so far as to make education compulsory at once
is working well. : s

MRr. NABA KUMAR DATTA: Sir, I am afraid the Hon’ble Minister
is taking the time of the Hon’ble Leader of the House.

Voices: What about Forests ?).

'(I‘HE Hon’BLE SHAMS-UL-ULAMA J'.)\JAULANA ABU NASR MD. WAHEED :
About Forests—Sir, I am of course fortunate enough to be able to tell the
House that the income of Forests has incrcascd_as soon as the Forest has
been tagged on to Education. I have reported in my introductory budget
speech that the increase is Rs.4,92,000 and the Conservator of Forgsts has
reported that we are expected (o top that next year. At the same time we
have a plan, as I have referred to in my introductory spcech,' a ten years
Progressive Plantation Programme and this is cxpeqtcd to bring in more
money so that we shall be able to carry. out the wishes of the House, if
allowed, to spend that amount on education.

As regards forests there is another question. People say that the Forest
Service is top-heavy. Sir, we are examining that point. The service is
under re-organisation as I have said in my budget speech, and since 1932
there has been no new recruitment.

Tae HoNBLE Mavravt Sarvio Stk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Sir, it is impossible io attempt to deal with all the points raised by the five
dozen and a half speakers who participated in the general discussion of the
pudget and therefore I propose to deal succinctly with the points that
emerged from the speeches without reference to any particular speaker,
But my hon. friends should not go with the impression that I am not
mindful of the suggestions and criticisms that have been placed before the
House from various quarters (hear | hear !) 1 can assure them that as soon as
the proceedings appear in the Gazette, all those speeches will be carefully
read and the suggestions duly considered and,as far as possible, Govern-
ment will endeavour to act up to the wishes of the House.

At the outset, 1 find that I have to meet the criticisms of two different
schools of thought, one, whatever the defects of the Constitution, out to
work it and the other, whose principal creed or article of faith is its rejection
in foto. No wonder that the hon. leader of the latter group confined himself
to the defects of the Government of .India Act, 1935, and the machinery of
governance sct up thereunder. He did not descend to the ordinary level
of the budget discussion but spoke feelingly and eloquently on ‘‘alien
rule” and “exploitation” and observed that the goal of his party was
complct'c “'mdepcndencc”. He characterised the Ministry as suffering from
an inferiority complex. T wish the members of his party had adhered to
such lofty theme and kept the discussion on a high plane. But I am cons-
trained to say that the majority of speakers from this group waged an
unabated war with the bogey of a ‘surplus’ budget, till finally the Deputy
leader of the party triumphantly proclaimed that they have been finally
victorious and the ‘bubble of surplus’ been properly pricked.

Sir, a little thought, nay, a little less rcading of the Budget volumes
would have shown that they were wasting their energy after a shadow and
not the substance. I presented to the House the Budget Estimates—] |a
emphasis on the word “estimates”. These are anticipations only which
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may or may not be realised. Whether the current year’s Budget will
prove to be surplus or deficit, can only be definitely known after the lst of
April 1938.

In contradistinction, we are obliged to the speakers of the first school
of politics, particularly the leader of one of the groups who assured assist-
ance to work the Reforms and gave us valuable suggesti ns and helpful cri-
ticisms.

Sir, from the trend of the debate, two points emerge prominently.
Everyone in the House is inspired, according to the discussion, to the laud-
able object of seeing the augmentation of our provincial revenues and I dis-
cern, a genuine and earnest desire from all for an enlargement in the allot-
ments for the nation-building departments. [ can emphatically declare
that the Ministry is also imbued with the same ideals. It may be _that we
‘differ in method und degree. The generality of the speakers believe that
retrenchment is the remedy of all our evils. We say this is not thc' sole or
sufficient remedy. In introducing the Budget, I mentioned that.I mtt_an_led
to enquire how far money could be made available for nation-building
departments by ‘the process of retrenchment—by the formation of a
Retrenchment and Resources Committee. :

It has been the general complaint that the funds for new schemes for
the nation-building departments are very meagre and according to one h9ﬂ~
gentleman sitting opposite, the budget, on account of such a poor provision
for betterment of the masses, is so “wretched” that he feels he will have to

-be a home-internee for life, as out of shame he will not be ab_lf_: to show his
face to the outside world. If I am to take that particular friend and the

- other members of his way of thinking seriously, I ask them, (1) how can

they expect better provision when according to their researches the Budget
1s a deficit one. (2) What carthiy chance is there for a larger and more
generous provision for nation-building departments when they want 1O

: redupe land revenue by 50 per cent. a reduction of 55 lakhs in‘income and
to wipe off'the excise receipt from the budget pages-—a reduction of 35 lacs,
thus decreasing the Provincial revenues by 90 lacs. No amount of retrench-
ment in personal or salary cut in our establishment bill, which amounts to 1
crore and 20 lakhs, will be able to balance the Budget.

Sir, 1 must cut short my speech because I find from the clock that I
have only five minutes more.

The Ministry has been criticised and very vigorously criticised for not
proclaiming a programme. I want to ask this House, was it necessary for
me to publish a programme in the House when we know the mentality of
the opposition benches. I am speaking from experience—I am referring to
the speech of one of the hon. members who scems a past master in the
histrionic art, and who made a brilliant speech with theatrical gestures, com-
plaining that the Mirli,stcrs used high sounding words as “ryral uplift,” and
“rural reconstruction tht_mgh they have no right to speak of such schemes.
I task.what was the necessity for our publishing a programme when we knew
that it would only illustrate the story of the two friends, who sought for the
hands of the same fair damsel, =

In course of conversation, so the story goes

—there was a discussion between the two friend i fF
o : sas to the differ etween
the 'two terms—*‘vision” and ‘sight’, erernce

! Thereply of the wit rac-
teristic : if the damsel accepts my h it WIEty one, was'cha

: : and, she is a ‘vision’ ; if she accept
your suit and marries you, then she is a ‘sight’. Here, ithe case 'is same-
¢l

If any programme of rural ‘uplift comes from the Ministry, well, this is
1 * reye = - ) 2
mothing ; if it comes from the party OPposite, ‘then, that'is magnificent.
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Sir, friends have commisserated with me and said that I had no time
for preparing and presenting a better budget. Some have been uncharitable
in saying that I was busy in trying to keep the Ministry stable while there
was no stability, in my “passion for office” But the chorus of* “resign’’
that ensued  from the opposition speeches, specially trend of some of the
questions which have been tabled by friend from that particular group ask-
ing when the present Ministry is resigning in order to make room for their
single biggest group, clearly show who are running this race for the office  of
Ministry.

THE Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : 1 understand that question stands with=-
drawn. '

TuHE HoN’BLE Mauravi Sarvip S;R MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : It is
a pity.
: Basu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: May I sub-
mit that this portion of the Hon’ble Minister’s speech: should be expunged
because it has nothing to do with anything in this House.

Tue Hon’BLE MAuLAvI Sarvip SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:  Sip
I did not know that the question was formally withdrawn. Questions are
not submitted to me for admission. I was busy in framing the replies.

Sryjur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Are we to reply to this ques-
tion given now or it is a reply to the Budget speech.

Tue How’BLe Mauravr Saryio Sk MUHAMMAD . SAADULLA :
] was not giving reply to the question but I had to introduce the subject &
order to show the hollowness of the charge levelled against me. 3

One of the admirers of the Congress group, went so far as to ask me if [
was prepared to resign, in case my attempt with the Central Government for
remission of last year’s deficit fails. Many hon. members have stated that
they are at onc with me in my endeavours for financial relief from the Ggy-
ernment of India. When that particular hon. member was questioned b
another if he was prepared to resign his seat as a protest th A
drop silence.

Sir, I am saying this not from imagination but from the notes of the
speeches taken by me. I need not detain the House any longer. 1 again
repeat, Sir, that every suggestion made from every quarter will receive ouz,'
best consideration.

€re was pin-

(After lunch)

THE ASSAM LOCAL RATES (AMENDMENT), BILL, 1937.

Tue Hon’sLE THE SPEAKER :  We shall now take up the Assam Local

Rates (Amendment) Bill, 1937 ; the Bill will now be considered clause by
clause.

There is an amendment to clause 2 of the Bill standing in
Hon’ble Srijut Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri. There is also gai:o:g:rnir;ingf
ment in the name of Khan Sahib Maulavi Sayidur Rahman. I would first
ask Hon’ble Srijut Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri to move his amendment, 5
Tue How’sLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Sir I
beg to move that in clause 1............ :
THE .HON’BLE THE SPEAKER : Order, order. 1 called out clause 2
Clause 2 is the real operative clause of the Bill. If that clause is passed'
then the question of amending sub-clause (2) of clause 1 will be taken up. p
Tue HON'SLE Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Sir, [
beg to movc.that in clause 2 for the words ‘‘one anna four pies” the- wor:i
«one anna cight pies” be substituted, ¢
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Sir, we have discussed this Bill at length and I have no intention to
reiterate the arguments which I put forward at the time the Bill was moved
for consideration. One hon. member of the House has tabled a question in
this session asking for the average local rate per acre in different parts of the
Province. As I think this information will be of use to the House I like to
state those figures.

The question is “Will Government be pleased to state the average
amount of local rate paid for an acre of holdings in the following districts :—

Sylhet, Cachar, Goalpara, Kamrup, Darrang, Nowgong, Sibsagar and
Lakhimpur ?

Is the average assessment equal ?

If not, why not ? Will Government be pleased to take steps to
equalise the levy of local rate in all districts and, if not, will Government
please consider the desirability of reducing Government grant to the same
proportion as it falls below the average ?”. ‘ i

1 am not going to answer other parts of the question. I am only going
to give the figures to help the hon. members.

In Sylhet the local rate is— ... -/1/5.45 pies.
Cachar -(1/5.41 pies.
Goalpara -/1/6.8 pies.
Kamrup ! -/2/6.4 pies.

Sriyur SARVESWAR BARUA: Is it 1.3.er head, or per acre ?
THe Hon’BLE Srjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: It is per
acre.

Darrang -/2/1.7 pies.
Nowgong -/2/2.2  pies.
Sibsagar -/2/7.3 pies.
Lakhimpur . -/2/8 pies.

So, Sir, there seems to be a feeling that these local rates should, 1
possible, be equalized. I may mention that this is a question from a mem=
ber of the Congress Party and there is really a fecling that this ineqpltablc
distribution of local rates should be remedied, if possible. Then, Sir, the
whole question—as I have said the other day—is about the maintenance ©
Local Boards, and if we agree to the Bill as it has been moved then the
Local Boards not only of the Sylhet District will suffer but the Local
Boards of the Temporarily Settled Districts will also considerably suffer.
Therefore, Sir, as a measure of compromise, Government suggests to sub-
stitute =/1/8 pies in place of -/2/8 pies, and Government suggests this
because at the present moment, taking note of the economic depression of
the Province, we are allowing a reduction of -/3/- annas in the rupee in the
Temporarily Settled Districts and, therefore, in order to give the benefit also
to the permanently settled districts Government has put forward this pro-
posal for the acceptance of the House—that instead of -/2/8 pies the figure
-/1/8 pies be substituted. 1 hope this House will appreciate the spirit
of compromise which Government is showing and will unanimously
accept the amendment.

THE Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : The amendment moved is ¢ that in
clause 2, for the words © one anna four pies ° the figures ‘ one anna eight
pies’ be substituted .

There is another amendment. I shall have the (wo amendments
moved together and then I shall put the amendments to vote ome after
another.

Basu DAKSHINARANJAN GUPTA : Is it not better to take them
separately, Sir ?




s

;i 591

Tue HoN'BLE THE SPEAKER :  In this case I' want to have one dis=
cussion as bo'h the amendments relate to ' clause 2 of the Bill and in discus-
sing one amendment, the subject matier of the other amendment will also
come in. : ;

Now, relating to the second amendment I will call upon Khan Sahib
Sayidur Rahman to move his amendment. Has any hon. member any
objection to this procedure to he followed ? : .3 ¢

Mavravi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY: ‘On point of order, Sir.
Before you call upon Khan Sahib Mauiavi “Sayidur Rahmaf to-move his
amendment, I submit, Sir, that this amendment is ‘ouf of otder being outside
of the scopé of the Bill.  "The principle of the Bill is the vate of assessment
of the local rates, and his amendment ' deals with the prrm_clplc of grant, i.e.,
basis on which the grant is made. = This is an entirely different matter and
this amendment beéing outside ‘of the scope of the Bill cannot be moved. zify

Knran Samm Mauvravi SAIYIDUR RAHMAN: Sir, T do not think
at this stage the question .of ‘the admissibility of this' amendment can
arise. - This amendment has been  admitted by the Hon’ble Speaker, and I
do not  find « anything in <the Legislative  Assembly Rules to bar out this
amendment on account of its illegality. . Of course the amendment has to be

-considered onits merits and as hon. members are aware, when this Bill will

‘'bepassed into law by both Houses it will be placed béforé His Excellency

‘the Governor for obtaining his assent, and I think the time will come then %
it will then be the time for considering the legalify or otherwise of this
amendment. - If the amendment be not in order, then I think it will -be
for His Excellency to send the Bill - back for considering that matter. Se
at this stage I'do not think that any memberican shut out the amendment
on the ground of itsillegality. ' '

‘Tue Hox’Bre mie SPEAKER : The hon. mover of this amendment is
really under a misapprehéension.  He began by saying ‘that the amendment
was admitted by the Hon’ble Speaker ; but it is not really so. ‘The amend-
‘ment is before the House only on the ground that it was tabled within the
‘time prescribed by the Rules, ~ The question whether it is admissible or not
1s to be decided on the floor of this House, if any hon. member raises the
question. This question has been raised now, and I think I should decide
“here and now whether this amendment is in order or not.  This amendment
secks to add a proviso to clause 2 of the Bill; the object of which is to incor-
porate a rule in the Bill to the effect - that the grant to Local. Boards from
the Provincial Exchequer should be dependent upon the proportion of local
_A:;"a'tcs realised by each Local Board. Now, if the hon. members will please
I%Ok at the Local Rates Regulation of 1879 they will find that sections 11 to
o 1Ot the - Regulation, which prescribed theé manner in which local rates

realised are e s A
wpE v be distr r some mo-
Hifications, ibuted, now stand repealed and form, with

vThe Regul 2 part of the Assam Local Self-Government Act (Act I of 1915).

AR Etmn thercfore as it stands now only wrelates to the question of
The « 1 the procedure under which assessment of irates is to - be made.
€ present Biil ig really an amendment to that Regulation in so far asthe

guesuon’ ‘of rates -is concerned. So if the distribution of grants from the
‘Provincial Exchequer is to be made dependent upon the local rates realised

by ‘ach Board I think it should properly come within the scope of the Act
(6f 1913, I this view I hold that ‘the amendment introduces an extransons
matter into the Bill, the proper place for which should,therefore, be found
in -the enactment which relates to the question of the allocation of local
rates to the Local Boards in the Province—So I rule that this amendment

- of Khan Sahib Maulavi Saiyidur Rahman is out of order on the ground that

it introduces a matter in the Bill which is foreign to the object of thz Bill—
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we do not find the words “Local Board® within the four corners of the Bill
and also in the Regulation which it seeks to amend.

Kuan Saus Mavravi SATYIDUR RAHMAN: May I know under
what rule the Hon’ble Speaker is holding that this amendment is out of
‘'order ?

Rar Bamapur PROMODE CHANDRA DUTT: You cannot chal-
lenge the ruling of the Chair.

Tue How’bLE THE SPEAKER : Order, order. If the hon. member

wants Ishall refer him to the rulings which were given by the President
of the Indian Legislative Assembly under almost similar circumstances.
I may refer him to page 2566 of the Indian Legislative Assembly debates of
the 4th June 1924 and also to pages 1821-22 of the Indian Assembly debates
of 1st February 1923, where he would find that similar_ amendments were
disallowed on the ground that the amendment sought to introduce an extra-
meous matter into the Bill. L

Tue Hon'sLe Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Sir, we
certainly bow to your ruling. But cannot this amendment be taken as a sort
of condition to the acceptance of the Bill ? We are prepared to accept this
Bill and the condition is stated in the amendment. ;

Tue HoNBLE THE SPEAKER : Such a condition proposed  to be intro-
duced in the Bill I think, from what has been said by the hon. mover of
this amendment, will frustrate the wvery objectof this ]?ill, because thglt
would introduce an element of uncertainty in the provisions of the .]s'l’u
Grants to local board from the provincial Exchequer are made on a (;01151l (13-
ration of various matters and to make the grant to a Local Board to be solely

d_cpendent on the proportion of local rates that it gets is to fetter the discre-
tion of the Government.

And to look for the proportion of loc?.l rates for
2 particalar Board before a grant from Provincial Exchequeris made to
that Board is to leave thin

L gs in a state of uncertainty and a rule that aims
at such an uncertainty should not be introduced in the Bill—specially,

when the subject matter of allocation of local rates to Boards comes within
the purvi-w of a different Act,

Ul the condition as proposed will be quite out of
Place 1n the Bill.

Mauvravi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY,: Sir, with regard to the
amendment moved by the Hon’ble Minister we have based our opposition on
one ground and on one ground alone, and that is the incapacity of the
people to pay the enhanced rate at the present juncture. We do not want
any increased tax on the people who are not in a position to bear it. I think
the most reliable official authority to express an opinion as to the material
condition of the people of the Surma Valley is the Commissioner of the
Surma Valley Division, and I would like to read out from the Report on the

Land Revenue Administration of Assam for the year 1935-36, his view on
the matter. This is what the

x v Commissioner says:—‘ The material condi-
tion of the people improve

d slightly but was still unsatisfactory.
was scarce throughout the year., Bt was sti y
continued, though less acyy

lenders are experiencin

Money
General depression in trade and business
icutely than last year. Landlords and money-
is still very low and g difficulty in realising their dues. The price of land
because oiY T loan money-lenders are unwilling to advance loans. partly

R W_rate of interest fixed by the Money-lenders’ Act and
par Z e cven the honest debtors cannot make repayments regularly
owing to the Prevzuhng scarcity of money. In Sylhet concessions had to be
granted i the Jaintia Parganahs in the matter of remission ©Of
penalty and process fee asin the previous year’’. Now if the landlords are
experiencing difficulties in realising their dues, and if the money-lenders are
reluctint to advance the money, will the Hon’ble Revenue Minister kindly
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tell me, from where the landlords are to get money to pay the enhanced
tax ? Sell the land, the cynic may suggest, but even for that, price is too low
and no buyer is available. I have given the opinion of the Commissioner,
and now I will give the opinion of the Ministry itself about the present
economic condition in the communique that they issued for reducing the
enhanced school fee ; they say that Government have been influenced by
the consideration that “the people have not yet recovered from the effects of
the depression”.  Sir, if the people cannot pay additional fec of four annas—
an increase which affects mainly the middle class—does the economic condi-
tion justify the doubling of local rate, which affects the poorer class ? Our
objection is that they are notin a position to pay this enhanced rate. I
oppose the amendment.

Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA : Sir, although this Bill seems to be a
popular measure, on principle I cannot support it unless it is s0 modified as
to make it less objectionable from a provincial point of view. We know that
local rates are fixed for rural purposcs. We have got to see whether this
Bill will have the effect of - lessening the income of the local boards.
And as it stands now, it will have the effect of reducing the income of the
local boards. Under that circumstances, the loss to local boards must be
made good by liberal grants from Government. Otherwise the local
boards whose incomes will be affected by this Bill will have no other alterna-
tive but to c_urtail all expenditure in the matters of rural sanitation
communications and many other items. 5

Let us now come to facts and figures. If we scrutinise the figures for
1935-36, we see, in the temporarily-settled districts of the Assam Valley with
a populatmn of 3,671,558 the people paid local rates to the tune of
Rs.7,16 881 ; and the boards received Government grants to the extent of
Rs.7,07,334.  Whereas in the Sylhet district, with a population of
2’72:1.,34-2 the local rates paid were to the extent of Rs.2,85,629 and
received Goyernmcnt grant of Rs.4,71,498. That is to say where Assam
Valley received one rupee, Sylhet Rs.2. Again Goalpara which is a
permanently-settled district like Sylhet paid Rs.1,99,894 as local rates but
received only Rs.1,77,060 as Government grant. That is to say, though a
permanently-settled district like Sylhet, it received Rs.2 instead ol one
rupee. Then again, the education grant for that year for the Assam Valley
menus Go_‘ﬂpal’a was Rs.3,46,047 whereas Sylhet district alone got
Rs.3,26,158. Sylhet pays 2 annas per acre and Goalpara 2 annas 6 pies.
Whereas in the Assam Valley Sibsagar alone pays 7 annas 6 pies per acre.

Now, Sir, from all these points it appe.rs that the local rates fixed in
the two valleys seem to be anything but equitable. Assam Valley pays
f:;rc ;;:;i receives less from Government, whereas the Surma Valley pays
R receives more from Government. I think this differential

nent cannot be allowed any more. In the face of all these it is rather
surprising that a proposit; 3 .
districts should at I;ll position to reduce the local rates further in Sylhet

come forward. Hence I support this amendment.

KHAN BAHADUR Dewan EKLIMUR ROZA CHAUDHURI: ws{~fs
AR, FFF (B1157) faWa3(cF =T andE Adgw a4l Behee =ik
@1 AR A%S gaa| Ff3 | «wAW @A WA SRke Wa@ @7
@7 AR ARG o7 wERIATTe WUa FAE T4 ATA FACS ¥
g1 1213 B3 wwwg wetayl firs 337 3af7 (IR AEd AR e
wA CFANE TS sicy afFRl wAfeAe SAEa Aw S s g
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QR T (3 QA UfF3 A1da 3T Afan ql v wafag slaatacss a3
@R A% @ A[3% 4T AT T4 @F £ 47T ozl qa 39745 “ifastad
FA1 | AW S[A RACABI IEY @B (I AT At & qeHa w7 Sfyw @
=q-135 223 A[F @R GAR AW cAnFI ZF 4@ a7 T3 wizm zIA

eletqs 23 @97 afasl ffal 72 @uda steais wfue sy g4 «ifag

(Tg AfeBs *2| | wFR af7 2@ eAw sfgas 25w *q &g
F3l 23 1% SIskqa 29 4T@q e 22al T wisi zEta  wisitam

Tq 8 Al33 7 frql SrarocFs . 98 @FFIRA AT 2R3 YT A
FEY ) =Y 7 AAM (SN FStAq [ AUFD FIAG TFI 497 FAT ARAS
AAR30e eda faal gaalaers afaoa et I3 ot 231 sfars

AlFEle Siitda g1 35 zeafa 62 IS F97e 7 9] sy A1)

Basu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: I think, Sir; we are confusing
the issue.  The issue before the House is not whether the grants allowed to
particular local boards should be minimised or not or whether the contribu=
tions should be reduced and therefore a comparative statement of ‘these
grants is not in issue. The point is whether the local rate which is going
to be enhanced ata‘time when depression is prevalent  throughout th_e
district is to be supported or not. That isthe question. I. think it is
universally accepted that the district has not yet recovered from the trade
depression or the economic depression. * So ouly in one subdivision out Qf’ 55
tocal rate has been increased and also in- the rest of the four subdivisions
1t 18 going to be increased, in two subdivisions this year and perhaps in the
other two subdivisions in the next year.

The Hon’ble the Revenue Minister wanted to say that heis making a
concession by accepting an amendment of reduction to. 1anna 8 pies. But
H0atis Gt a reductibnadfact:  Even s if his-amendment is accepted we shall
have to pay an increased local rate of 4 pizs. Itis not a concession at all;
On the other hand, it will be an increase in taxation toa . lesser scale;
wherca§ we contend that our district is suffering badly from the economic
depression and is therefore unable to bear any enhanced local rate. We do
not grudge other local boards elsewhere their due share of money. . That 1§
not the question, Whenever necessity arises they too can claim their. proper
share, according to their urgency. ‘The only point now is that we are not in ‘a

position to hay more local rate and therefore we object to any increase at
this time.  With these words, I support the Bill,

Mr. C. GOLDSMITH: One hon, member has just said that the

issuc is whether Sylhet can pay - the local rate that is charged. And the

€ cconomic depression in the Sylhet district.
:]I[)t()izsvhe Cgl_’lf%“:m:} that there 18 no such dcpEession in the As?sram Valley ?
b IE?I:a lth‘;};lfc'i;)JUdge whether ‘the depression is greater or less. All
jlage Tl debr(ggu't the world there is depression. And Sylhet cannot
Va]le-y. We conlgedes?hr;t e e onnicieTolTe

_ depression exists in the Syl istri j
/ lepr et district. But.at
gmjitstmhthe ﬁfssan_l Valley disiricts ag well. Then, Si1)~i, we know that in
ylhet the permanent settlement is the only cause that is troubling the

:}vlhole revenuele“quem and this permanent settlement has caused a loss to
f & gevenue of As;am. Sylhet already €njoys a less revenue payment and
orthat Assam has to make its grants to Sylhet. . Now we are notcontending
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that, point. We agree that the permanent settlement  as csta_bhshecl by
the British Government has to be maintained . for the prestige of the
British Government and its promise must be kept. We are not contending
that aow. What we contend is whether it is just for the Sylhet people
to expect a reduction while people of the Assam Valley are paying a
higher rate of local rate. ] !

Mauravi MUNAWWARALIL :  Is the hon. member in order, Sir ?
He is altogether out of the mark. ' > :

TuE HoN’BLE THE SPEAKER : The hon. member will please confine
his remarks to the issue before the House. ;

MR. C. GOLDSMITH: My point, therefore, is that Assam Valley
must be considered and we appeal to all sections of the House to find out
whether Assam  Valley is paying  less. . Ifit is not, Isaythat in rural
matters where local boards. are concerned, allwill pay equal share, I
support the amendment. : =

Mr. E. W. HOCKENHULL: Sir, we have "altogether lost sight of
the real issue of this amendment. - The contention of the hon. mover of
this Bill .is that the action of Government at present in enhancing
therate to anything like what they were proposing is wrong in that the
cconomic condition of the people in that part of the world is too poor to
enable the people to meet it. It is a mere statement of which we have no
proof. If weraccept the contention of the Bill, “we remove for all time, at
least for so long as the amending Bill holds, the possibility, when economic
conditions improve, of their bearing a fair shave of the burden, -

Tue HON’BLE REv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Sir, I stated before the
House what _the effect will be if the Bill is passed. The effect will be that the
lecal boards in Sylhet will not ‘be able to carry on their 'administration well.
I have already stated, Sir, that the North Sylhet Local Board ' borrowed
from Government last year Rs. 45,000 in order to pay their debts and
they have not yet been able to repay it all.  (One hon. member: Not
cvenia part ofit ?) I suppose a part of it might have been paid from the
local rates realised last year. I have also said, Sir, that another board
borrowed a sum of ever Rs.4,000 and other boards also are in financial diffi-
culties, What T am afraid of, is this. If this Bill is passed, the local boards
in Sylhet will again and again come up te Government and ask for finan-
cial help. And if they cannot run their administration, they will become
bankrupt and Government will be compelled to take over the boards and
§pe:1d some more money from the provincial revenue. In view of this, Sir,
it is very clear what should be the duty of this House, if they would consider
the facts as they ave. The hon. member, who opposed the amendment
moved by my Hon’ble Colleague, said that this was simply on account of the
economic. depression, - But, as pointed out by my hon. friend Mr. Hocken-
-1111”,_;1}_8_1311! does not say that. This B;ll actually repeals the Act of 1932,
and if it is passed, it will remain s a statute for all time to come, unless it is
f\%?)u;eirrsctﬁf.haitngoi? r;lgtl_sa)(tthat it is only for this year or for the next

WO years, imit. : S . ,
P VB flélhau And so, the objection raised by my hon.

s > dhury, does mot stand. Now, Sir, the
opposition has  said that ' Government must consider . the financial ‘inabi-
lity of the people. And it is because Government have considered that finan-

cial inability of the people that they have proposed this veduction from 2
annas 8 pies to 1 anna 8 pies. This is a very reasonable proposal of com-
promise. whlch. _Government have made. Tf this is not accepted it will not
beipractical politics. We aye all practical men, and as such we must look
at this question from all standpoints. We as Government have put up a
proposal before the House. It is a very reasonable one, as we have cut
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down the rate from 2 annas 8 pics to 1 anna 8 pies. What else can we do ?
That is also the maximum. In certain areas probably the maximum may
not be reached. I do not see any reason why this House should not take
the amendment of Government. I think the hon. members if they con-
sider in cool moments will find that Government have been very reasonable
in bringing this amendment before the House, and I hope all the hon.
members of this House will vote for the amendment of Government.

SrjuT DEBESWAR SARMA : On a point of information, Sir. From
the trend of discussion the other day on this Bill I understood that the
sponsor of the Bill did not ask for more money than they would contribute.
We support the principle of the Bill that there should be less taxation but
we are not prepared to pay more taxes. Now that the amendment of hon.
Khan Sahib Maulavi Sayidur Rahman has been opposed, will = you, = Sir,
enlighten us what is the idea behind it ? Do they want to pay less and have
more ?

MauvLavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY : I can say this much:
we ar€ not paying less and so we are not prepared to accept less.

KnanN BAHADUR Mauravi KERAMAT ALI : What will be the effect
on Goalpara if the local rate is lessened ?

THE HON’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : Goalpara
will not be at all affected by the proposed Bill, because the annual valuation
there is Rs. 2 per acre. The Act of 1932 has not affected Goalpara and will
not affect it for some years to come.

KuAN Sanm Mavravi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: I was not inclined to
speak, but having heard my friend Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury, I think
I should support the amendment moved by the Hon’ble Minister. Hon.
Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury said the other day that statistics were the su-
perlative of lies. I think hon. members will agree with me when I say that a
general sweeping statement unsupported by statistics is not acceptable to any
bpdy_, So I crave the indulgence of quoting some figures, to show that the
district of Sylhet is not paying its full share. The Hon’ble Minister for
‘Local Self-Government gave some figures for 1935-36 the other day. I
have got some figures from 1930-31. The local rate paid by Sylhet is
Rs. 2,79,259 whereas the amount paid by the Assam Valley is Rs. 7,67,196.
Then the other day they raised the question of incidence of taxation. The
incidence of taxation per head of population in Surma Valley is 0-1-10 pies
whereas in  Assam Valley it is 0-3-4 pics and the average of the two is 0-3-0.

Agair} I have to refer to the unequal distribution of the tax because
that question is closely bound up with the question as to how assessment is
to be made in both the valleys. The Report on the Administration of
Local Boards, 1934-35, says: ‘“The significant fact is that while in the case
of the Assam ,Valle_y the total Government grants constitute 60-2 per cent.
of the boards’ frec income, in the case of Sirma Valley the Government
‘%;alrllts exceed the free income of the boards. In other words the Surma
Valley depends largely on Government financial assistance to carry on its

ordinary functions. This dis arity can be removed i : ;
K onl the
local rate of Surma Valley bogrds,.)”.’ nly by increasing

Then as reyards the distribution of grants.

I htl S for
each of the boards. In North Sylhet they Sl Gt

realisc Rs. 59,000 as local
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rate and get Rs, 60,000 from Government. In Karimganj' they
realise Rs. 52,000 and the Government grant is Rs. 53,000.  In South
Sylhet they pay as local rate Rs. 45,000 and get from - Government
Rs. 55,000. In Habiganj the board realises Rs. 61,000 and they get
from Gcvernment Rs. 70,000. In Sunamganj the local rate realised is
Rs.57,000 but get Rs. 59,000 from Government. What is the case
in our valley ?  We find that the Gauhati Local Board realises Rs. 1,29,000
but gets only Rs. 73,000 from Government ; Barpeta board real_lses
Rs. 47,000 and Government grant is Rs. 31,000 ; ~ Tezpur realises
70,000 and they get from Government Rs. 21,000 ; Mangaldai pays Rs.40.000
and gets Government grant of Rs. 20,000 ; Nowgong realises Rs. 97,009 and
they get from Government Rs. 39,000, Sibsagar gets as local rate, Rs.74,000
and the Government grant is Rs. 34,000 ; Jorhat realises Rs.61,000 and the
Government grant is Rs. 36,000 ; Golaghat—Rs. 45,000 and they get
Rs.20,000 ; Dibrugarh—Rs. 70,000 and they get Rs.27,000 ; North Lakhim-
pur Rs.26,000 and they get Rs.18,000 ; Goalpara Rs. 56,000 and they get
Rs. 25,000 : Dhubri—Rs. 1,47,000 and the Government grant is only
Rs.52,000.

From these figures it will be clear that there is not only disparity in the
distribution of grants between the two valleys, but there is disparity of
grants distributed among several boards of this valley also. So, when
they are not agreeable also to my amendment on the policy of distribution
in proportion to the local rates realised, I think, in all fairness we should
support the amendment aiming at local rates at 0-1-8 pies.

Tue Hon’BLe THE SPEAKER : It seems thatI have been misunder-
stood. What I want to say is that if we want to introduce a rule now
regarding grants from provincial exchequer, that rule should properly be
embodied in the Local Self-Government Act of 1915. I think the hon.
Mr. Debeswar Sarma also misunderstood the point. The introduction
of such a rule will be going against the very object of the Act, which is
not intended to contain any provision as to how local rates realised are
to be utilis_ed. Elaborate provisions as to how local rates should be distri-
buted are in the Local Self-Government Act. And there is the Act which

may be amended to contain the rule which is now sought to be introduced
in the Local Rates Regulation.

. Mauravi MUNAWWARALI: I am tempted to speak a few words
In reply to the various arguments which have been advanced by the: sup-
gg;tcrs of ;31115 amendment. = At the outset I must say that it seems that the
NS ;Ef_“é tts:rls V;hﬁ have supported the Hon’ble Minister’s amendment, have
cultivatign i‘:} 3_1 th flaCt that the local rate depends on the area under
TRk Ioct ra l:maputm Valley. That is one pertinent fact which
Mol e Fises 1; Eg tof. Now if the line system were abolished there
Eole B nds under _cultivation and the local rates would increase

Y leaps and bounds. But in the Surma Valley the question is altogether
different. Th_c local rate there has been assessed even upon lands which are
not fit fOl'.CUIt}Vatton at all. Tt has been assessed even upon jungles and
haors looking like ocean. My hon. friend who moved the Bill” has amply
justified the position. He has quoted statistics from all sides and has shown
t_ha!: the districts of Goalpara and Sylhet have been paying much larger
incidence than the other districts in the matter of local rate. The contention

of the hon. member who spoke from the Congress block does not hold gooq
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The hon. member who spoke from the opposite block was absent the othet
day otherwise he would not have advanced the reasons which he has' done
to-day. Now, Sir, the hon. members who are here ave certainly aware of
the fact that the Local Boards of the permanently scttled districts opposed
the enhanced rate of local rate in 1932. Tt was opposed not only by thcm',
it was opposed by the Local Boatds of the temporarily settled areas as well.
One of the hon. members who spoke [rom our left, seems to have misunder-
stood the whole question. ; ' y Y

What does this Bill seek to go ? Tt wants to bring the local rate to the
same level in both the valleys. We want that it should be brought' down
to the sa me level as it is in the Brahma_putra Valley. My hon. friends
who are 1 abouring under a' misapprehension that we want to bring it to a
lower level are not justified in thinking like that for that is not what this Bill
wants to do. Sir, I will not take the valuable time of this House. T think
the subject has been so well discussed that it needs no further clucidation.

As regards the amendment that was moved by my hon. friend
M. Sayidur Rahman that is altogether a different mattér as your ruling has
indicated. If my hon. friend wants to come forward with an amendment like
this he might take his chance in a subsequent session of this Assembly. But
to-day as you have, Sir, justly ruled that his amendment is out of order, .he
should not be sorry for that. T think the Bill should be carpied in tolo
as moved by my hon. friend.

Mauraxa ABDUL HAMID KHAN:, Sir, &fiw3t estateqd WG 5
TS AW W UANB FAT A ATs AR afetiies w7 wia ARRES
=gl <BAA 5977 49 ;%17 qz10a7 27 WEAF A3 < t5targ 5g 54
efEl e fqa@ awin g fry efaaae csnE dal s [R91E. >y Si&

T ®EC O A AG® 10T e (97 97 (MTF @5 @fs BreEm Je 9IS
AgAl feal oo | gty sfania @F o> TEA 1w canwa @3 =R
FA [FE ACTIBT <o gmman 3t @wat 71| @M <f ca Q% AEFT
AT a9 I Raw oz o147 ararsats Bowia RIS I AE (2oF Bet O
w37 BRAITE (7 S1213 w1 AraAlqt AT 236 face w9qs A1 FF
CETLT 1 €T (T (a=T (341 (reFl 27 A (TN S I crsal zq 40
Tzt fFrs csitar @eer® district 43 a7 iy |
@AV ave I A AT 2 Tz 3. 237k 5 fag 438! olfat
:T; iﬁ;;: :ici;;z:c ;;a;ri?i@:gfm; f,i'affsl {19 A1 catw
Ity Rl @ Al g Stsiae wy ;1-331'5 Zj 5; b ﬁiﬁ ik
@ AfZAreg 1 ZAS coatRAT 481 Qﬂ:ﬂta (;ﬂ[ fm A Tatis - sizpaI
TRt N SfZ3 a3l 34 i <&1’-1 T 57 feas e,
: FRREE | ReAr afate @etata

South Salmara EACE:|
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CATS Al 2tq 2% 51T | AL AT bo wiGH (@77 @3 >0 giafy Tiaxfs
AT T | IS AT AT WA R A @7 MA@ AR ZZS A
WG (At AW @A FA TIINR 1 @Ry GAIWIA  AAFAS
@F HAAY WAF AT 43 @A AfANC  cateFa (A5 (w330 |
IS ¢/ SN 95 Alacea(2 el ofes | fow w@ama Ffcer cral
TZLI (§ AT G1Foia Yoo ST NWe @F51 F1F I T3 Witz = [ A=wYy
TIN @Aeed WSl Biel UA 223 AT @I QST FASIAAA
(ST q1qF aae inspectiond® dAMAF | Contractortid  SIETAtas wye
AT oy 234 918 | q1%1 &% WA AP A @2 gl AT @Aeima
B3 Fteice cafcsa 359X 28 ol (338 F212®F ) «fSwE & =7«
AT cad winty <03 SiRld figure (IFA SIITAB (I AFH Sty Waz
FA C1 397 oieq *faal AR M@ WA WM @ 2B 2Amiwa wiw
LT cateFar ¢z gl sfFeaal <Icste—siztal 57 B s34 see 7 =1 |
€6 3@ Ffaea oA AFCeT AR AT 1 QWA AAAD 3 39W 2Afs ¥
T AT AR (AT CABA figure 7ealz FCAR G TEANA ATF  calcda =B
ffata @ EMAEHRSF A RF, SNCTI QTA8 57 359 3fawe A
BIF| WA @l 3B CWFA 6 3w Ifaea sim A ASRT F[ICST
AR A | 1wy Wi @8 amendment fagag Awa FfRaA
Mr. BAIDYANATH MUKHERJEE: I move that the question be
now put, Sir. ,
Srijur KARKA DALAI MIRI: stamig astdfe #iziga, caicea %
AF WY (oA AiF FANUCEAR 34 3018 | cAla 7S RIASANEE 37 -
Q5 frge 2y @pma coMeas @& o 3% fras, o7 e R Reie s3asnay
AR | fIrwgta reduction FfAca Memig ats 23 ¢a 28 (18 REGwE. AR w7
oAial witeg 73 cvfdewl WIfE (32 A (A 3 BEiS (S WART wraya
AF faal tare ; fos AT AT TR ~af ajgey AT ATF] BATI R AL
ST Ataeq (1A EN W Afs [afoare coagadlz | ferabs afed] f1
@B e 73CB| AFTIE SiEF rural development jF{%s a9it1 ey Boiztg
WIWM Rl | 9F O gWARTF  I5IS @BF!  FHT! ICA@I A7 faeaisa
RUig ot BAF3 7731 @R Doty AREY «ifa-cigfa 3, A o8t =iy

¥4 I o 71 I IR SR | @IBIRE cwy [AABR qCRiwACA |
principle. ;
Tue Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : The question is that in clause 2 of the

Bill the words ‘one anna eight pies’ be substituted for the words ° one anng
four pies °, :
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The House divided with the following result—

Aves—37.
. Kumar Ajit Narayan Dev.
Srijut Jogendra  Narayan
Mandal.

Dr. Mahendra Nath Saikia.

Mr. Naba Kumar Dutta.

Srijut Purandar Sarma.

Srijut Ram Nath Das. %

The Hon’ble Srijut Rohini

Kumar Chaudhuri. .

. The Hon’ble Maulavi Md. Ali

Haidar Khan.

9. Maulavi Badaruddin Ahmed.
10. Maulavi Ghyasuddin Ahmed.
11. Maulavi Jahanuddin Ahmed.
12. The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid

Sir Muhammad Saadulla.

13. Khan Sahib Maulavi Sayidur
Rahman.

14. The Hon’ble Shams-ul-Ulama
Maulana Abu Nasr Md.
Waheed.

15. Col. A. B. Beddow.

16. Mr. A. F. Bendall

17. Mr. J. R. Clayton.

18. Mr. W. R. Faull.

19. Mr. W. Fleming.

20. Mr. B. 1. Barry.

21. Mr. F. W. Hockenhull,

22. Mr. D. B. H. Moore,

23. Mr. R. A. Palmer.

24. Miss Mavis Dunn.

25. Mr. Benjamin Ch. Momin.

26. Srijut Bhairab Chandra Das.

27. Srijut Bideshi Pan Tanti.

28. Srijut Dhirsingh Deuri.

29. Rev. L. Gatphoh.

30. Mr. C. Goldsmith.

31. Mr. Jobang D. Marak.

32. The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M,
Nichols-Roy.

33. Srijut Karka Dalay Miri.

34. Srijut Khorsing Terang.

35. Mr. P, Parida.

36. Srijut Rabi Chandra Kachari.

37. Srijut Rupnath Brahma.

® Nounpw MM

N =

Noes.—67.

. Babu Akshay Kumar Das.

Mr. Arun Kumar Chanda,

- Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee.

Babu Balaram Sirkar.

. Srijut Beliram Das,
- Srijut Bhuban Chandra Gogoi.

Babu Bipin Behari Das.

. Srijut Bipin Chandra Medhi.

9. Babu Dakshina Ranjan Gupta

Chaudhuri.

0. Srijut Debeswar Sarma h.

. Srijut Ghanashyam Das.

. Srijut Gaurikanta Talukdar.

. Srijut Gopinath Bardoloi.

- Srijut Haladhar Bhuyan.

. Babu Harendra Narayan Chau-

dhuri.

. Babu Hirendra Chandra Cha-

kravarty.

. Srijut Jadav Prosad Chaliha.

. Srijut Jogendra Chandra Nath.
. Srijut Jogendra Nath Barua.

. Srijut Jogeschandra Gohain.

- Babu Kalachand Roy.

. Srijut Kameswar Das

. Babu Kamini Kumar Sen.

. Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy.

. Mr. Kedarmal Brahmin.

. Srijut Krishna Nath Sarma.

. Babu Rabindra Nath Aditya.

. Srijut Lakhesvar Borooah.

- Babu Lalit Mohon Kar.

. Srijut Mahadev Sarma.

. Srijut Mahi Chandra Bora.

. Srijut Omeo Kumar Das,

. Srijut Paramananda Das.

. Rai Bahadur Promode Chan-

dra Dutt.

- Srijut Purna Chandra Sarma,
- Srijut Rajani Kanta Borooah,
5 Srﬂut Rajendra Nath Barua.

- Srijut Sankar Chandra Barua.
. Babu  Shibendra

A Chandra
Biswas.

- Srijut Siddhi Nath Sarma,
- Maulavi Abdul Aziz.
. Maulavi

Abdul Bari Chau-
dhury

. Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan,
.. Khan Bahadur Hazi

n Abdul
Majid Chaudhury.

p— ] VERy [ S W o P o e L S
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AvEes.—317. Noes.—67.

45. Maulavi Abdul Matin Chau-
dhury.

46, Maulavi Abdur Rahman.

47. Maulavi Syed Abdur Rouf.

48. Maulavi Md. Abdus Salam.

49, Maulavi Dewan Muhammad
Ahbab Chaudhury Vidyabinodee

50. Maulavi Dewan Ali Raja.

51. Maulavi Muhammad Amirud-

din.

52. Maulavi Muhammad Amjad
Ali.

53, Maulavi Ashraf TUddin Md-
Chaudhury.

54. Khan Bahadur Dewan Eklimur
Roza Chaudhury.

55. Mr. Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed.

56. Maulavi Muhammad Magbul
Hussain Chaudhury.

57. Khan Bahadur Maulavi Mah-
mud Ali.

58. Maulavi Matior Rahman Mia.

59. Maulavi Mabarak Ali.

60. Khan Sahib Maulavi Mudabbir
Hussain Chaudhury.

61. Khan Bahadur Maulavi Mafizur
Rahman.

62. Maulavi Munawwarali.

63. Maulavi Muzarrof Ali Laskar.

64. Maulavi Namwar Ali Bar-
bhuiya.

65. Maulavi Naziruddin Ahmed.

66. Maulavi Sheikh Osman Ali
Sadagar.

67. Srijut Binode Kumar J. Sarwan.

The Ayes being 37 and the Noes 67, the Amendment was lost.
i Tue Hon’sLE THE SPEAKER : The question is that clause 2 of the Bill
O form part of the Bill.
THThe mo,tion was carried.
E Hon’sLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I beg to

mov. i 113 2
namgiys_lj’ that for sub-clause (2) of clause 1, the following be substituted,

It shall come into force on such date or by notification i

the Osfﬁmal Gazqtte may appoint in this bi%;.ll]f?”(;ovem i o
difﬁcul]? tm I;h.f: Bill the clause is “it shall come into force at once”, but it is
e c; ring it into force at once, because we shall have to look into the
e f‘a ter of classification _and we shall have to do various preliminary
) efore this Bill is brougbt into force. This was recognised by one of the
[?n. meﬂ/[nbers, who sent a similar Bill ; I mean my hon. friend Maulavi
Dewan Muhammad Ahbab Chaudhury. He says in his Bill “It shall come
into force on such date after the 31st December 1937 or as the Local Govern-
ment may notify in this behalf”. This wasa very reasonable proposal, ag
it will take time before we can actually bring it into force.
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i for
Tre HOoN’BLE THE SPEAKER : The amendment moved is “‘ That
sub-clause (2) of clause 1 of the Bill, the following be substll;uted, pf?mc_ly—:
- It shall come into force on such date gs}thl(},govcmor Y notification in
; flicial Gazette ma oint in this behalf”. - a
i oMfULAS: ABDUIZ _éR{pATIN,_ CHAUDHUI_{-‘.Q: Sir, I oppose this
amendment,  Our object is to give immediate relief ito the tax-payers. If
we accept the amendment of the Hon’ble Revenue Minister, the effect will
ibe that it will be left to the discretion of Government—-—thef very Govern-
ment that imposed this additional taxation—to chose the period When they
" are to give the relief. The Hon’ble Minister has said that there w:1]1 be
some preliminary difficulty. I think, Sir, there ought not to be any difficul-
ty because we are restoring it to the original figure and not to anything new,
I oppose this amendment. 7 T :
THE HoN’BLE THE SPEAKER : The question is  That in sub-clauge
.(2) of clause 1 of the Bill, the following be substituted, namely :—

It shall come into force on such date as the Governor by notification in
the Official Gazette may appoint in this behalf”’.

The amendment was lost. :
THE HoN’BLE THE SPEAKER : The question is that sub-clause (2) of
clause 1 do stand part of the Bill,

The motion was carried, ;
THE HON’BLE THE SPEAKER : The question is that the preamble and
the title of the Bill do

- form part of the Bill.
The motion was carried,

Mavravi ABDUL MATIN GHAUDHURY : 1 move, Sir, that the
Bill be passed. = <ol

THE HON’BLE ThE SPEAKER: The question is that the Bill be
passed.

The motion was carried,

THE HoN’BLE THg SPEAKER : Order, order, now we'ta.ke up the
Assam Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1937. We are proceeding with the
consideration stage,

Point of order faised whether the Ministers lost the conﬁdc:;nce of.the
House on the passing of the Asgam Local Rates (amen ent) Bill,

Mavravt ABDUR RAHMAN: On a point of order, Sir. The
Government amendments that were brought in connection thh_ t.he Local
Rates (Amendment) Bill, have been defeated by a clear majority, The
original Bill has been passed by 2 vast majority,

May I infer that the Government biock  has lost the sympathy and
confidence of the majority of the House ? : o

THE HON’BLE THE SPEAKER - Yes, I quite perceive it,
who have coalesced to supply the Ministry should undertake t
lity of the measures and policy which the Ministers place befo

and the support to the coalition Ministry must therefore,
parties for all their measures.

THE ASSAM MUNICIPAL (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1937
KHAN BAHADUR Mauvravi KERAMAT ALI: Perhaps the hon,
members of this House know-that practically all the Mun

icipal elections in
the Assam Valley Division are over except that at Dibrugarh, and the

ions for the Dibrugarh Municipality will take place in May 1938,
'?_E ﬁg?eoforc it would notgbe out of place for me to suggest that there wﬂlh_be
harm if this Bill is circulated for public opinion fixing a_ dﬁe bﬁz w llch
1=t ns may be available. After the opinions are available t e select
::};:ng;::::omay si); and come to a decision after t:?nmde:m%ﬂi:hcle Opinions,
; L]
as has been done in the case of the Sylhet Town Tenancy -

Those parties
he responsibi-
re the Houge
be from these

7,
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Tue How’sLe THE SPEAKER: The motion is for reference to the
Select Committee. ;

Knan Banapur Mavravi KERAMAT ALI: Yes, Sir, that may be
done and at the same time the Bill may be cira_ﬂi}ted for eliciting -}PUbliC
opinion, the Select Committee sitting after the opinions have been received.

MR. C. GOLDSMITH : If I remember correctly, Sir, the motion was
that the Bill be circulated for eliciting public opnion. .

Tue Hox’sLe THE SPEAKER : No, the motion that we were going to
discuss is for referring the Bill to Select Committee.

Tue Hon'ere Rev. J. J. M. NIGHOLS-ROY : I opposed that motion
and I moved that the Bill be circulated for el_1c1tmg public Opinion.

Mr. C. GOLDSMITH: May I know from the Hon’ble Minister in
charge if he is agreeable to a Select Comm,it?"’.e being f.'ormer:i oWy and in the
meantime the Bill may be circulated for eliciting public opinion in Novem-

r ?
=< IEI‘E;S;; Hon’sLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : I have no objection to
that. Itmeans the same thing. A

‘Mg, G, GOLDSMITH: Tho Hom’ble Minister has accepted my
suggestion.

: Tuae Hon’sre THE SPEAKER : There are two motions before the
House, one for reference of the Bill to Select Committee and the other for the
circulation of the Bill for eliciting public opinion. Z

Tue Hon’BLE REv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : 1 say, Sir, that T have
no objection to the Bill being circulated now and the Select Committee sittin
afterwards after the opinions have been received. &

Tae Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : In that case the Hon’ble Minist
have to withdraw his motion, if the Hon’ble Minister insists that his
be put to the vote, and if that motion is lost, then the Bill will be co
to have been referred to a Select Committee.

MRr. J. R. CLAYTON: Sir, I rise to support that this
Amendment Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting public opini
thereon. It is noticeable that the chief support for abolition of nominatign
comes from the majority community’s representatives. An appreciab]ré
body of opinion is in favour of retention of nomination on the ground thay
provision must be made for unrepresented and under-represented communj.
ties. As representation of the people is concerned, it is only just and proper
that this piece of legislation should not be hastily rushed through and that
the opinion of all concerned should be ascertained.

Accepting the principle that the object of nomination is for representa-
tion of the minorities, well-defined Rules should perhaps be preseribed to
ensure that the purpose intended is served. If there have been instances of
misuse of power of nomination that is no reason why the principle of nomi-
nation should be entirely cast out. It is to be remembered that the Loecal

Government is now-a-days responsible to the people for all its actions
including nomination. 5

I would also like to point out that the nominated members will alwa
be greatly outnumbered by the elected members, and so can have n
material influence in deciding the policy of the bodies upon which they sito
It is indeed unfortunate that we should have these minerity communities'
but, like the poor, they are always with us, and, as things are, no amount
of legislation can at present remove these conditions.

Referring to my hon. friend Srijut Deveswar Sarma’s remarks regarg.
ing the absence of qo_mination to Local Bodies in England, I should like to
point out that conditions there are entirely different. In England there i
not the mixed population that obtains in this country. 3

er wil]
motion
nsidered

Mul‘licipa_!



604

There have been references to the effect that in certain towns the
number of members returned even by Important communities bears no
relation to the actual percentage of population. This is, I think, quite
understandable, as even with a large percentage of population any one
community may not have a majority in any one Ward or at best have _their
strength in one or two Wards only—an entirely fortuitous state of affairs.
I repeat that without nomination or reservation of seats for minorities how
are under-represented or unrepresented communities to be catered for, and
that nomination on well-defined and prescribed lines should not be cast out
without reference to public opinion.

I would also like to stress that this matter is not of small moment or
application as the sponsor of the Bill would have us believe, as the principles
involved apply not only to Municipalities but to all _other Public Bodies
also. It is chiefly for this reason that I insist that the Bill should be circulat-
ed for eliciting public opinion.

I would like also to speak about the matter of control by Government
officers. Regarding the inspection of accounts, it is to be remembered that
the income of local bodies is not entirely self-subscribed, and that it is only

just that Govenment should, through its officers, have the right to exa-
mine books and so forth, and see that the debits charged are according to
the principles laid down. Government grants to Municipalities amount, in
the Assam Valley, to 20 per cent. of cheir taxation income, and the figure
for the Surma Valley is 16 per cent. 3

I cannot see any advantage to the people at large in the proposal not to
make use of the proper local officers of Government in dealing with cases
involving Municipal Boards cases—which may involve breaches of peace,
injury, annoyance or hardship to persons, or, in cases of emergency, in the
interests of public health and safety. 3

The Hon’ble Minister for Local Self-Government has ppl.nted out that
it would be impossible for him to deal adequately and expeditiously in many
cases, and in almost all cases he would have to make reference to the local
officer. The Government officers concerned should be regarded as agents
of the Local Government and as agents only. They are alwa}};s under check
and responsible to Government for all their actions. Iildt l:)me days when
criticism and fault finding seem to be the fashion, he wou € a very bold
officer indeed who would exceed his powers or actin any way outside his
proper sphere without first obtaining authority from those above him.

It is further to be remembered that the final authority is always the
Minister for Local Self-Government and that he is responsible to this House
and to the people. The local Magistrates are presumably men of known
character, ability and experience and I submit that full use should be made
of them as agents under the orders of the local Government in the interests,
not only of the people at large, but also of any who may have occasion to
have dealings with the Municipal Boards.

These matters 6f tepresentation and control, are matters which concern

. the people at large and are not only matters which affect the municipalities
but affect all local boards, I again repeat that I support the motion for
circulation of this Bill for the purpose of eliciting public opinion. )

Basu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI : Sir, on a point
of information, the hon. member Khan Bahadur Maulavi Keramat Ali made
certain suggestions and the Hon’ble Minister for Local Self-Government said
he had no objection in accepting the suggestion. Can we not accept the mo-
tion for circulation as withdrawn ? Still 2 motion for czrcgl-anon is being
moved and will the Hon’ble Minister kindly explain his position.
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Tue Hon’sLE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Sir, if I now explain
the position, I want to know if I may be permitted to speak as the last
speaker on the Government side afterwards by way of reply ?

Toe Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : There is no right of reply. 3

Tue Hon’BLE REV. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : I think I have a right
of reply, Sir. ! - o,

TrE HoN’BLE THE SPEAKER : This is not a substantive motion, it is
only an amendment. Of course there are other Hon’ble Ministers of
Government who may explain points raised. Past 5

Tue Hon’sie Ry J. J. M. NIGHOLS-ROY : I will just explain the
position, Sir. If the Bill be referred to a Select Committee the House will
then be committed to its principle and the Select Committee will not be
able to add anything to the principles laid down in the Bill.

THE Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : This is really a speech not merely an

expla'j.%?::?[;l(.)N’BLE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : "J," herefore, Government
cannot agree to that proposal that has been given by Khan Bahadur
Maulavi Keramat Ali. I thought that this House would pass the Bill
to be circulated for cliciting public opinion and for the sake of con-
venience we form the Committee also now and the Committee would
discuss that afterwards. If that be not the case I do not agree to
the referring of the Bill to the Select Committee now and I press
for the circulation of the Bill because I am afraid the principles of, the
Bill are far reaching and the public ought to have an opportunity of giving
their opinion. Then again there is no hurry about it? because the munici-
pal elections have all been finished save in one mun{mpali ty. Thereis no
hurry to refer it to the Select Committee. There is plenty of time for
circulation. Therefore Government press for the circulation of the Bill for
eliciting public opinion.
- HAN SAHIB MAuLavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY -
Sir, I rise to support the motion that the Bill be circulated for eliciting pub-
lic opinion thereon. In supporting this, I wish to argue the matter on two
points. First of all, Sir, as the Hon’ble Minister, has said, if we support the
motion that the Bill be referred to a Select Committee and if that motion is
carried then we accept the principle of the Bill. But here we are going to
amend a Bill concerning certain local bodies, I mean the municipalities.
And before doing so in the fitness of things I think those bodies should be
consulted first. Let us have their opinion on the Bill.

Then, Sir, the present Bill does not provide for representation of minority
communities or under-represented or unrepresented communities. We should
- fBow the opinion of the Municipal Boards and the public of the province and
knov_v In what way they like that the underrepresented or un-represented com-
munities should be represented in the municipal bodies. Again, Sir, speaking
particularly regardi iganj icipality about which I have got

X Vic 5 i m one-third of the town
population of the municipal area. But for the last four terms we have got ex-

perience that no Moslem could be returned or clected. The trouble is that
the Moslem population of the town is so scattered that they cannot send their
representatives from any particular ward. So it is for them to decide and say
once for all whether they want separate electorate within the municipality or
they want general electorate with reservation of seats, or nomination. In
this view, I think, Sir, it would be proper for this House to send this Bill for
circulation.

Mr. C. GOLDSMITH : Sir, I support the motion for the circulation
of this Bill. The contention has been that general electorate is the best.



606

General electorate is the ideal, T admit. Nominations are only exceptions.
But I do not see why these elected members of the municipality should fear
a few nominations. Because after all, they are in a minority. If the major-
ity can get together they can out-vote the minority every time. If the
minority is present there, their opinion can be taken and their grievances
heard and it is well and good for the majority. Itis also in the fitness of
things because we want to hear from the opinion of all and if they are
good we ought to pay heed to them.

Now, I will refer to the Jorhat Municipality. I am not concerned per-
sonally with it because I am outside the municipality. The name of my
friend Khan Bahadur Maulavi Keramat Ali is also mentioned. I have asked
his permission to use his name now. In this particular case, he was not elec-
ted as a member of the Jorhat Municipality. But I learned on coming here
that he was nominated and then elected as Chairman. Now my point is this.
Khan Bahadur Maulavi Keramat Ali may be a democrat or an autocrat, I
do not know which, but it is a fact that the Jorhat Municipality—the elected
members of it—had chosen him as the Chairman. One of two things might
have happened. Either they thought that our Khan Bahadur was a fit man
or an unfit man. :

MauLavi MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : Is this not irrele-
vant, Sir ? Are we discussing the election of Khan Bahadur Maulavi
Keramat Ali ?

Tee HoN’BLe THE SPEAKER : That is only for developing his argu-
ment.

Mr. €. GOLDSMITH : The elected members might have elected him
because he was fit. If he was unfit, how is it that the elected members elect-
ed him ? It shows, Sir, that he was fit, otherwise they could not have elected
him. That being so, I submit, Sir, that the joint electorate system falls to
the ground. I therefore think, Sir, that in this case the nomination that

was given to the Khan Bahadur was justified, because the elected members-

elected him as their Chairman. He could not have been there unless there
was a provision in the Act to nominate him. Now, Sir, this might happen
in a hypothetical case like this. Suppose in the Indian Legislature the elect-
ed members all got together and could not agree in one thing, then there is
the provision under which some outsider could be brought in. Because in
certain cases, when the elected members cannot agree in a certain thin :
and cannot do things properly, then an ou'tSIdBr can solve thevproblem. Itis
seen in actual practice. The other day, Sir, you asked the different leaders
to prepare a list of members who wanted to make their budget speeches. It
was prepared and a list was given to you. But when youread out the list
before the House, opposition from all sides arose and they could not apree.
Mauravi MUNAWWARALI: On a point of order, Sir, I may point
out, Sir, that there was objection only in one quarter.
Mg. C. GOLDSMITH : There were objections from many quarters
Sir. And then, Sir, in the fitness of things you had to give a ruling that YOI;
would allow any one to spcak. Who can deny the justice of that, because
the leaders could not put their heads together and come to a solution ?
Now, Sir, reference was also made by the opposition to the Cop ress
Ministries in the major provinces where the Congress has a majority. ~ We
all welcome the co-operation of the Congress in taking up the government
of the land. We are very glad here to sce the Congress people taking part
and joining in the discussion and giving their suggestions and criticisms,
We appreciate that very much. And then, SlI‘, n thES.C Congress majOI‘i.t,y
provinces where they have taken office the salary question came up. Thejy
manifesto had fixed a maximum of Rs.500. Afterwards there were allowanges
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added. But in this, Sir, they could not come to a definite conclusion at
first. They had to refer to their leaders and get their opinion and sanction.
It just shows; Sir, that other things are necessary and other bodies are
necessary to come to a decision when things are not going WCU-_ Sir, the
joint electorate system, if taken to the extreme, will mean the survival of the
fittest.  When it is taken to the extreme, then there is no case for the lame,
the blind and the leper; the question of minorities, under-represented and the
unrepresented cannot come. Therefore, Sir, we say that this 1nay not be
pressed very much. I agree with those who are in favour of a joint - electo-
rate. The general rule is good. But every rule has an exception and we
are taking advantage of the exception. Therefore I .ask those, who are
supporting the joint electorate system, that some consideration should be
shown to the minorities so that the minorities can have some place in the
local boards and municipalities where they can have some voice and speak
for themselves. This is the only concession granted now. In time we
believe that these things will pass away. But meantime when things are .in
a fluid state and organisations are not full-fledged, we expect that some
consideration should be shown to minorities, so that they may have some
part in the body politic. Therefore, I submit, Sir, that I cannot support
the referring of this Bill to a Select Committee and I do support its circu-
lation for the purpose of eliciting public opinion.

Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Sir, one of the hon. members
has told us that the conditions of England do not apply to the case of
India. It has rather surprised me to-day in 1937 that one European gentle-
man argues us to another sort of slavery. I rememberin this connection a
statement of Mr, _Edmund Burke. He said :—*The Englishmen are the
unfittest of all nations to argue another Englishman iato slavery.”” I should
think, Sir, that in spirit Mr. Burke thought that no Englishman should argue
another Englishman or human being to slavery.

Mr. F. W. HOCKENHULL : It is not slavery, Sir.

Srjur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : I will argue that and I will
place it before the House.

I think, Sir, nomination of two or three members means a set of people
to represent the Government like those in the time of the bureaucracy of the
ancient type of Government. When we as representatives of the people are
sitting here to-day to discuss matters of democracy, I think it does not look
well of us to argue for nominations or any such sort of thing. And the ques-
tion of circulation, which has been often tested by this House, simply means
sending the Bill to certain members of the bar. '

Mavravi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURI : Isit a fact, Sir,
that, in Congress provinces where the Congress has a majority, the Congress
II)_fopIc ahave accepted nomination from the Governor for the Upper

ouse ?

; S’Rl_]UT PURNA' CHANDRA SARMA : That question does not arise,
Sir. The Congress is always fighting against it. But we have got to accept
things as they are. Then, Sir, in this ;matter of municipalities there has
been nothing like a separate electorate. The introduction of a joint elector-
ate is not a new thing in municipalities. Then, Sir, the contention of one of
the hon. members of this House, namely that he has been here only because
of separate representation is a thing which we cannot congratulate for, Sir,
we the Congress people have always been fighting against this sort of
representation. Because some people may not be able to come, that is
not the criterion for the determination of the principle of election. We
want that the fittest men should be here and we do not want the sample
of people that have come here because of their having some sort of
communal representation.
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Then as regards circulation, as I have already said, this Bill is pro-
posed to be sent to some pleaders of the bar and to the members of the
lccal bodies. But, Sir. are we not the representatives of the people and arc
we not voicing the public opinion when we say that this is nut the way
in which this Bill should be treated for eliciting public opinions. I think
members of the bar are not better representatives of the people and the
members of the Local Boards and  Municipalities are in
no way superior representatives of the people then we are. Again I may

say that this move for circulation is meant for nothing but volumes of

representations which may be coming from some interested quarters and
which will be placed before this House to show that they are against the
principle of abolition of the system of nomination. Sir, we as the re-
presentatives of the people desire that this should be a matier which
ought to be threshed out on the floor of this House and in the Select
Committee. So, I think, there should be no objection from any quarter
to that motion for reference of a Bill to a Select Committee.

Tae How'sre Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Sir, I
am not wedded to the principle of nomination. At the same time I considqf
that the hon. members of the House who are supporting the principles of this
Bill are hasty in their desire to pass this Bill as early as possible. I think
a question of principle is involved in this Bill. If we do away with nomi-
nation the question arises how can we recognise the different interests of the
different communities. We all know to our great sorrow that we have not
been able to combine, that we have not yet been able to arrive at an under-
standing and that the different communities have not yet been able to agree
to a joint electorate. So, Sir, this matter cannot be disposed of as quickly
as the sponsor of this Bill wants. After all we do not understand _th_c
objection which has been put to the motion. Under the present regime 1t 18
not the Governor or any bureaucratic officer who makes the nominations.
It is one of the elected representatives of the people who makes that nomi-
nation. Sir, we have seen that in this House it is the Hon’ble Speaker who
is selecting the panel of Chairmen. Has any body objected to it hecause
of his nomination ? We have delegated to the Hon’ble Speaker the power
of selecting the panel of Chairmen and the Hon’ble Speaker exercises that
power. Have we therefore to gr_udgc that ? GCan any body refuse to be

included in the panel because this panel has been selected purely at the
sweet will of the Hon’ble Speaker ? Similarly can you not push your
imagination a little farther and can you not look upon the members of the
Government Bench as the people of your own ?  Why should there be any
such suspicion ? Certain individuals may be given preference but that
should not mean that Government should be deprived of the power of
ngminati?n until that time when we come to a mutual understanding.
Sir, the Congress party has gone little further than this ; it has accepted
the nomination made by the Governor to the Upper Ho,usas @ Cclr)r 2y
Provinces. So I do notsee any reason for objection to the pri ?n]E, o
nomination until a better understanding is arrived at amon tEe n((i:}fp} 5 ot
communities. Although we here represent the voice of !tghc ub;icer we
should, I think, consult public opinion in this matter, [If Publicpo R
invited, what is the harm ? Municipal elections are all over an% Iiefore
another three years we shall not have them. Then why should we not
consult public opinion when we have time forit ? Ts there any apprehen-
sion in the mind of any body that if _public opinion is invited volumes of
objections would pour in ? If there is any such apprehension then it is all
the more necessary that we should proceed with caution. I therefore ask
1he House to accept the motion for circulation.
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Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : Sir, the Hon’ble Minister says that
he is not wedded to the policy of nomination, but he has recently been
wedded to a new policy and that is the policy of consideration ! Whenever
anything comes up before the House the Hon’ble Minister says it will
receive his earnest consideration. But on the other hand  Sir, ‘we have
come here with some definite ideas and we want to take the earliest oppor-
tunity to put our ideas into execution. We know what public opinion in
this matter is. We consider ourselves to be the representatives of the
people and we do not suppose that we need go to the people to know
their opinion. We have aiready ascertained their opinion when we stood
for election and approached our constituencies with definite programme.

Reflection has been cast upon my party that when we get into power we
may not respect the claims of the minority communities. I thought that
the lie direct had been given to that insinuation by the Ministers in provinces
where Congress has formed Ministries. There the minority communities
have been quite adequately and even in some cases unnecessarily re-
presented on the Ministry. — (Foices: what about Orissa ? ).

Sir, in Orissa, the Muhammaclan population turned out in a body
and received the Ministers and assured them of their confidence. Even if
there were no Muhammadan Ministers there, the Ministers enjoy the
confidence of the people. Of course Sir, there is this unfortunate fact that
we are living in a country where many-communities exist, and worse
still, there is a lack of understanding at times between the different commu-
nities. But if this policy of division is kept up, if opportunities are not
offered them to come together in a common cause, if they are made to
understand that they beiong to a particular community and must - look
upon their interests as distinct and apart from the interests of other cmmu-
nities, if that narrow point of view is encouraged, I am afraid that th se who
are expressing pious hopes that all communities should come together,
must fail.

Therefore, I submit Sir, there is no sense in sending this Bill for
circulation for cliciting opinion. The public opinion is emphatic on the
point. It would be a pathetic sight for an elected House to take a retro-
grade step and stand up for the policy of nomination, I also submit, Sir,
that I do not believe in the expression of opinion made by my hon.
friend, Mr. Goldsmith. The fittest must survive. Why proteet the unfit ?

With these few words, Sir, I submit that the Bill be referred to a
Select Committee. There is no point to be gained by circulating it for
eliciting public opinion.

Srijjur RABI CHANDRA KACHARI: Sir, you will find in this
Assembly that there are so many different representatives who have come
from different constituencies because there is separate electorate. Had
there been no chance of separate electorates the minority communities
cgulc! not have been represented. So in local bodies and also in Muni-
cipalities we require separate electorate and this is why I think that this
Bill should be circulated for eliciting public opinion.

Srijur RAM NATH DAS: Sir, I rise to support the circulation of
this Bill. I have no grudge for the attempt which is there in the Bill for
the abolition of nomination. Though I have no grudge, yet the Bill
does not contemplate any provision to give representation to the under-
represented, unrepresented and minority communities. The other day,
my hon. friend, Srijut Debeswar Sarmah, admired this House because
this House was a well represented House in this sense that all communities
had the chance of putting forward their claims and grievances. At the same



610

time he admired this House because in this House there was no nomina-
tion. I admmire him for his admiration of .this House. Butat the same
time I fail to admire him for the advocacy he has made for a Bill which
does not contemplate any provision for representation of the minority
communities. Sir, I am a member representing a minority community
and at the same time I must confess that I:am a nominated member of
the Jorhat Municipality. Though I am nominated, I do not like the idea
of being nominated. I know of the Jorhat Municipality where one-tenth
of the population of the town belongs to the Scheduled Castes. But in the
last election though there were two candidates from the Scheduled Castes,
not a single could be returned, as a_rcsul‘( of the joint electorate, and of
the want of provision in the Act to give reserved seat for the minority com-
munities. Sir, the principle of nomination has been enunciated very well
in this House by the Hon’ble Minister for Local Self-Government. As this
Bill does not contemplate any provision to give representation to the
minority communities, I cannot support the Bill for reference toa Select
Committee, But I am for circulation of the Bill.

- Sryur GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : Sir, much misunderstanding
has been caused in the minds of the minority communities as regards the
safeguarding of their interests owing to the absence of any special provision
in the Bill in that respect. But I am quite certan that when the Bill is
going to be submitted to a Select Committee which consists of various
shades of opinion of the different communities, that committee will not
ignore the just interests of the minority communities. 1 am sure that
Committee will make ample provision for safeguarding their interests. So
our friends who belong to the minority communities need not he afraid,
I for myselfam of opinion that we must have joint electorate. At the
same time wé must see that the interests of our minority communities do
not suffer. T hope my hon. friends on that ground will not oppose
the motion that the Bill be sent to a Select Committee. :

The Hon’ble Revenue Minister has just now sung a songin praise
of nomination. His ground is that the nomination of the old Government
and the nomination of the present Government differ. But Sir,
we find no such  difference. In the Gauhati Municipality
though there was ample need for representation of the Scheduled Caste
people, our present reformed Government have nominated a gentleman
from the high caste people, ignoring the claim Of: the former Similarly
I understand, they have nominated another Hindu genti.cmai.l of the
highest caste for the Tezpur Municipality. I need not multiply instances
to show that the object of nomination is being frus_tratcd even under the
present Government. And the country has realised the harmfulness of
the system. And sooner it isabolished the better for the country.

The other day much has been said about the evil effects  of nomination,
and we expect that our popular Ministers will change their views. But
if they stick to the system of nomination then I think the hon. members of
the House and the whole country will have to _condcmn them. My earnest
appeal to all the hon. members of the House 15 that we must ﬁglht ah‘m‘th
fight apainst the system of nomination. Sir, the: question hxs hw e tlengthe
Bill should be dreulated for eliciting public_opmion or W ether it ‘will be
sufficient if the matter be discussed in the Select Commuttee. Ot course,
Sir, I will never say that public should have no voice 1n discussing questions
of importance and none can usurp their function of deciding what is good
and what is bad for themselves. But there are occasions When the public
at large ought to be consulted and there may also be occasions when the
representatives of the people in this House can decide certain matters
without any detriment to the public.

s
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No, Sir, let us see what is the opinion of the public. ~Can we seriously
say that the public opinion is in favour of nomination ? I believe that if
votes are taken on the question, namely whether the public are in favour
of nomination or whether they are against the nomination, it will at once
be found ' that the public at large are against nomination. Now tl}e or.lly
question is whether the Bill is for safeguarding the interests o_f the minority
communities. If that is the gquestion, then it can be very easily solved by
inserting a provision in the Bill. ! :

Tue Hon’BLE REv. J.J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : On a point of infor-
mation, Sir. May I ask the hon. member whether ‘he_has consulted the
Muhammadan, tribal and the scheduled caste associations. :

SRijur GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Of course; Sir, I have not
consulted them. Some associations may be in favour of nomination and
some may be against it,

T}?u yHON’BEE.?amRE\n J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY': Sir, the hon.
member has excluded all these associations from the category of ¢ public ’
and he says that they need not be consulted for the sake of public opinion.

Srjur GAURT KANTA TALUKDAR :  Sir, I never say that public
\ opinion should not be consulted but what I say is that the matter has been

discussed threadbare outside this Assembly and we l}ave been able to gather
that the majority of the public are against nomination. :
Tur Hon’sre Tne SPEAKER : The question is whether the minority
. communities are included within the category of ‘public’. /
Srijur GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Certainly, Sir, they are in-
lude ithi e (s ory of ‘public’
: (Xltvt:vllutah:;grtyh;utsgte got'ymy sI?ecch I have said that the interc?sts of the
minority communities will have to be safeguarded even by making special
- reservation of seats. And I hopea time will come when this necessity of
making special reservation of seats will disappear when there will be a
better understanding between the different communities of this unfortunate
country. So, Sir, [ say that the Select Gommmtce. will be quite competent
to solve the problem by inserting certain clauses in the Bill which will
satisfy all the people.

THE HoN’BLE REV. J- J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Ona point of infor-
mation, Sir. May I know whether the hon. member realises that the Select
_Gojmmittec can change the principle of the Bill and add new principle to
1t
: SrRijur GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : Sir, my opinion is this that
1t will not be irrelevant or impertinent to insert a clause in the Bill making
4 provision for safeguarding the interests of the minority communities.

Kuan Bamabur Mauravi KERAMAT ALI : Does the hon. member
mbea“ [0 say that no change in the principle of the Bill can be brought
Sooutiniihe Select @ommitice 7 AT hope the Hon’ble Speaker will kindly
8wve a ruling on ¢,

Wllctg‘gﬁtlfic’sN‘BLE THE SPEAKER : The hon. member wants to know

A elect Cc i : ; e
ciple of the Bi]. ¢t “ommittee would be able to. make a change in the prin

3 tSRI}]UT GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : My humble submission is
na S}_lCl a provxsEo'n which is intended to safeguard the interest of the
mmoll;ty communities will not go to change the principle of the Bill.

£ ABU AKSHAY KUMAR DAS : Sir, we the scheduled and tribal
people are bet"}’e?n the horns of a dilemma, we cannot support nomination
nor the Bill as it is embodied::-. Beeawse: tho-Billiddesiinon provide for safe-
guardmg the tuterests of the scheduled or the tribal people and also there

is no adequate provision for removing our grievances. So, Sir, I like to
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support the motion for consulting the public opinion and for reservation of
seats on the joint electorate system. Sir, we cannot claim separate electorate
as Mahatma Gandhi is still alive. On the last occasion I mean the Gom-
munal Award when separate electorate was passed Mahatma Gandhi was
fasting  to remove this. So, Sir, 1 support this motion for circulation for
eliciting pubiic opinion. ,

Sir, by nomination our grievances cannot be removed, because in most
of the Municipalities nominations are not given to the minority communities
though at least there are some sweepers who are the most neglected and
‘uncared-for persons of the towns. There is no body to put forward their
grievances (hear, hear). Our Hon’ble Minister, present or the past, did not
give any nomination to the scheduled castes though on the population basis
they cannot secure clection as they are smaller in number. So, I represent
before the House that there are at least some sweepers who ought to have
been given nomination (kear, hea'). So, I say that I cannot support nomi-
nation, The Bill should be circulated for eliciting public opinion thereon for
reservation of seats for the minority communitics. :

Tue Hon'sBLe Tae SPEAKER : The question is that the Assam M.u'm-
cipal (Amendment) Bill, 1937, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting
public opinion thereon by the 30th September of 1937.

The motion was put and carried.

THE ASSAM LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT (AMENDMENT) BILL,
1937

Sryur SIDDHI NATH SARMA : Sir, I beg to move for leave to in-
troduce the Assam Local Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1937.

Tur Hon’sre tHep SPEAKER : The question before the House is that
leave be granted to introduce the Assam Local Self-Government (Amcnd-
ment) Bill, 1937,

[The motion was carried]

Srur SIDDHI NATH SARMA : 1 beg to introduce the Assam
Local Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1937.

[The Bill was introduced]

(The Secretary then read out the title of the Bill)

Srijur SIDDHI NATH SARMA : I beg to move, Sir that the Assam
Local Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1937, be referred to a Select
Committee consisting of the following members and that they submit thetr
report by, the 23rd August 1937 :—: -

? y(1) The Hon’%le Ministeli]in charge of Local Self-Government,
2) Mr. F. W. Hockenhull,
ES; Maulavi Abdul Matin Chaudhury,
(4) Mr. Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed, -
(5) Babu Kamini Kumar Sen,
(6) Srijut Rupnath Brahma,
(7) Babu Akshay Kumar Das,
, (8) Mr. Arun Kumar G_handa,
? (9) Babu Dakshina Ranjan Gupta,
(10) Srijut Sarveswar Barua,
(11) Srijut Lakhesvar Barooah,
(12) Srijut Kameswar Das,
(13) Srijut Mahi Chandra Bora,
(14) Srijut Bhuban Chandra Gogoi, and

(15) The mover.
(Six members to form a quorum)
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Tue Hon’sLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Is'the hon. member
right, Sir ? I think the Biil should be first moved for consideration. '
- Tue Hon’srLe THE SPEAKER : The rule is that when the Bill is
introduced, or on some subsequent occasion, the member in charge may
make one of the following motions in regard to the Bill, namely :— -

{a) that it be taken into consideration at once or atsome future day
to be then mentioned ; or
(6) that it be referred to a Select Committee.

r Of course, the motion put down for to-day is for consideration, but I
think when the rule gives the power to move also for a reference to Select
Committee it is unnecessary to waste time about it. Of course, there are
other members any one of whom can move the motion for referring the Bill
to a Select Committee. The other day the Hon’ble Chief Minister, when
he was to move for consideration of some Bill at once moved motions that
the consideration of the Bill be postponed for consideration till the 14th:

That was allowed that day.

Srijur SIDDHI NATH SARMA : Sir, the object of this Bill is to do
away with the appointed or nominated block in the Local Boards of Assam.
In all democratic institutions the universal principle is to vest full powers and
responsibilities in the people concerned. The Government of India Act pro-
vides that Provincial Legislative Assembly be constituted purely of elected
representatives of the people. So, this House 18 constituted pu_rc_ly _of elected
representatives of the people. 1t vests full powers and responsibilities on the
electorate. - Thus the power of the administration of the Province, it is
claimed, now devolves entirely upon the elected representatives E)f the
people of the Province. As a corollary the power of the‘ a}q:;umstra.tmn of
local affairs,—with much less powers and with less responsibilities to discharge
should naturally devolve upon the clected representatives of the people. It
is, therefore, high time that the constitution of the Local Boards in Assam,
which is a miniature assembly of the local affairs, should be so modified as
to make them purely representative and democratic institutions.

Sir, my second object is to minimise the control of the local bodies.
The Bill therefore contemplates to do away with the intermediate control of
the Commissioners over the Local Boards. This will greatly help the self-
governing institutions to expedite the business of the local bodies and the
administration of the Local Boards in touch with the Local Government.
This, I consider, wil! greatly help the growth and development of the self-
governing institutions. i :

Another object of this Bill is to substitute open voting iz the election of
the members of the Local Boards by compulsory ballot voting. This is
done with a view to giving full freedom to the electors to exercise their fran-
chise in electing their true representatives. Sir, the hon. members of this
House are fully aware and I am sure they will agree with me that in open
voting electors cannot exercise their free choice in the matter of casting their
votes, for fear of persons in authority and influence. Oftentimes the illi-
terate and timid voters have got to vote for persons for whom they would
not vote in the normal circumstances.

Kuan Sanm Mauravi SAYIDUR RAHMAN : On a point of order
Sir. Can a hon. member of this House sit in the Special Gallery when th::
meeting is sitting here ?

Tue How'sre THE SPEAKER: There is nothing to prevent a mem-
ber to go to the gallery and meet his friends.

Srygur SIDDHI NATH SARMA : Circumstances like this surely
stand in the way of electing the true representative of the people. Reports
of undue influence, coercion and harassment of voters by such persons in
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power are always heard for not exercising their votes in favour of the person
in authority and influence. Although some of these reports might be ex-
aggerated, the existence of such cases of coercion and undue influence has
been found to be entirely true. So, Sir, this should be avoided. This House
therefore is to see that a true representative of the people is elected without
any outside control.

This Bill further contemplates to do away with the power of supersession
of the Local Bodies by the Local Government. In its place the powers of
dissolution of the Board and formation of a new Board are substituted. Sir,
at present the law provides that if a particular Local Board is not competent
to perform its duties or persistently makes default n performing its duties
assigned to it by law, or exceeds or abuses the power assigned to it, the Local
Government has power to supersede the Board. Insuch matters the verdict
of the electorate should b~ the guiding principle of a democratic institution.
So, Sir, the Bill intends that instead of vesting the power of superses-
sion on the Local Government it contemplates to vest the power in the
electorates. Under the powers conferred by section 2 of the Assam Local
Board Election [Emergency Provision] Act, 1936, Assam Act VII of 1936, the
Government of Assam postponed the triennial elections of the Local Boards
in Assam for a period ending not later than January 1938, So if the Bill is
not passed in this session of the Assembly and placed in the Statute Book the
electorates will not get the benefit of this amending provision of this Bill, so
it is necessary that the Bill be passed in this session of the Assembly and
placed on the Statute Book so that the electorates may get the benefit of it in
the next elections.

Tre Honw'ere tHE SPEAKER : The motion is that the Assam Local
Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1937, be referred to a Select Committee
(to submit its report by the 23rd of August), consisting of the following mem-
bers :— .

The Hon’ble Minister for Loecal Self-Government,
‘Mr. F. ' W. Hockenhull,
. Maulavi Abdul Matin Chaudhury,
. Mr. Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed,
. Babu Kamini Kumar Sen,
. Srijut Rupnath Brahma,
. Babu Akshay Kumar Das,
. Mr. Arun Kumar Chanda,
. Babu Dakshina Ranjan Gupta Chaudhuri,
10. Srijut Sarveswar Barua,
11. ,, Lakhesvar Barooah,
12. ,, Kameswar Das,
13. ,, Mahi Chandra Bora,
14. ,, Bhuban Chandra Gogoi, and
15. The mover.
(Six members to form a quorum.)
Discussion was postponed.

The Assembly is adjourned till 2 p. m., on Friday,
1937.
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the 13th August,

. A. K. BARUA,
Shillong, :
143h September 1937. Secrelary, Assam Legislative A ssembly.
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