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Proceedings of the Second Session of the first Assam Legislative
Assembly assembled under the provisions of the Government
of India Act, 1935

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 11 a.m., on
Tuesday, the 10th August 1937

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
STARRED QUESTIONS
Grazing Reserves and method of counting buffaloes and cattle

Srgur SIDDHI NATH SARMA asked :

*70. (@) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge be pleased to state the
method of counting buffaloes and cattle by the Grazing Superintendents for
assessment ?

(b) Is it a fact that the prevalent practice of counting buffaloes
and cattle by the Grazing Superintendents, is to count the buffaloes and
cattle at dead of night in the absence of the graziers and ‘““goalas” ?

(¢) Is it a fact.that when buffaloes and cattle are not found in the
“Khuti” or “Bathan” the number of such buffaloes and cattle is ascertained
by counting the ropes and pegs found in the Khufi or Bathan ?

(d) Do Government consider the above method of counting to be
a sound and right method of counting assessable cattle and buffaloes ?

Tre HoN’BLE Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

70.—(a) The hon. member is referred to rules 5 and 6 of Appen-
dix IT at pages 218-221 of the Assam Land Revenue Manual, where the
method of assessment is prescribed.

(b) & (¢)—The Grazing Superintendent is the assessing officer,
who is only required to check the numbers of cattle reported by the graziers
on whom notices have heen served by the Mauzadar or Mohsirdar con-
cerned. Government have no information what methods are adopted by the
different Superintendents. If, as is alleged, the cattle are checked at night
when they may all be expected to be tied up, the presence of unoccupied
pegs and ropes might be regarded as suspicious.

(d)—This is a matter of opinion. ;

Sryur SIDDHI NATH SARMA : Did the Hon’ble Minister in charge
Preside over a meeting of the graziers ?

TrE Hown’sre Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Does that
question arise, Sir ?

THE HoN’BLE THE SPEAKER : With reference to which question is this
supplementary question put ?

Srijur SIDDHI NATH SARMA : With regard to (¢) I am asking if the
Hon’ble Minister presided over a mecting of the graziers and if he knows
their demands ?

TrE HoN’BLE THE SPEAKER : Then the supplementary question arises
on account of the fact that the Hon’ble Minister presided

Tae How’eLe Sryjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I donot
remember when I actually presided. Will the hon. member please give me
some details as to which year, and where ?
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Srijur SIDDHI NATH SARMA : Tt was last year in the Curzon Hall.

Tuae Hox’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURTI: Last year
at Bamundi the hon. the Leader of the Opposition presided.

SRIJUT SIDDHI NATH SARMA : At the Curzon Hall ?

Tae Hox’sLE SrRijuT ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I am sorry
I do not remember. I may have presided over many meetings, but I do not
remember this particular meeting the hon. member refers to. ‘Asfaras I
remember I did not preside last year.

Sryur SIDDHI NATH SARMA : Did he press the demand of the
graziers before the last Council ?

Tae Hox’sLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: The reduc-
tion of the grazing tax or the amendment of the grazing rules ?

Sryur SIDDHI NATH SARMA :  The amendment of the grazing rules
and all matters in that connection ?

Tue How’sre Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I want
notice of that, Sir.

Kuan Samme Mavpavi MUDDABIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: The
Hon’ble Minister has said that Government are not aware of the method of
c}(:unging of buffaloes and cattle.. Is he prepared to make enquiries about
that ¢

Tae Hox’sLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Though no
definite rule is prescribed for checking—and different Supcrint.cndents adopt
different methods of checking—that is all a matter 8f convenience according
to the circumstances prevailing in each district. Therefore, I do not
consider, unless there is any allegation of adoption of QUEStional’)lc methods
any enquiry necessary. ;

‘ Kuan Samme Mavravi MUDDABIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: In
the question, Sir, there are allegations about this method of courltiuﬂ
Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to enquire ? 24

Tue Honx’sLe Srpur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: If the
hon. member would give me details as to the district in which this took
place and at what time, 1 may make the enquiry.

Srijur SIDDHI NATH SARMA : In the district of Kamrup in Masal-
pur area in Tihu Circle ?

Tuae HONBLE SRIJUT ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: 1 shall
enquire about the fact whether checking was done at midnight. As regards
other allegations I may say that it is certainly desirable to check at a time
when the cattle are cxpected in the cow-shed or in the khuti. Therefore they
generally go after night-fall, because during the day the cattle are away in
the fields. Therefore, so far as checking -done after night-fall is concerned
there is no ground for objection. :

Srijur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: What about Ahatguri mauza ?
Will the Hon’ble Minister enquire ? :

Tue Howsre Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I shall
take a note of that. :

Basu KRISHNA NATH SARMAH: May I point out the case of Majuli
also ?

Sryjur MAHADEV SARMA Who disposes of petitions of complaints
in this matter ? : P

Tur HowsLe Srjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : T think the
hon. member knows that the procedure laid down is this : A notice is issued
and the owners of cattle are required to submit a return showing the number
of cattle they possess. A preliminary enumeration is also done by the Mohsir-
dar or the Mauzadar, and after that a general checking is done by the
Grazing Superintendent.

]
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Srrjur SARVESWAR BARUA : When there are objection petitions,
who disposes of them ?

Tue Hon’sLi Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Itis the
Extra Assistant Commissioner who is in charge of the grazing. Ht} takes
evidence and passes orders. And an appeal against that order lies with the
Deputy Commissioner,

Srijur SARVESWAR BARUA : Isit a fact that these enquiries are to
be made as judicial enquiries ? '

THE Hon’BLE SrRijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Enquiries
are made according to the rules on the subject.

Srijur SIDDHI NATH SARMA asked :
*71. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge be pleased to state.—
(a) How the age of a calf is ascertained by the Moh-Sardars or the
Grazing Superintendents ? i
(b) Whether the Grazing Superintendent determiness the age of a
calf by guess ?
Tue Hon’sre Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

71. (a) & (b)—Government have no information. Those who are
familiar with this work can probably arrive at a fairly close estimate by the
appearance and by the teeth of the animals. - In some cases statements made
by neighbours and disinterested persons may also help in coming to a con-
clusion about approximate age.

Sryjur SIDDHI NATH SARMA : - Does it require expert knowledge ?
Tae Hon’sLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I think

the village folks have a fair idea of the approximate age of caitle and they

cannot do so by counting the teeth.

Srrjur SIDDHI NATH SARMA : Do village folks determine the age
of cattle or the Grazing Superintendent or the officers ? :

TueE Hon’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I am not
sure, Sir, that every calf or heifer is examined in that way, i.¢., by opinion of
villagers only.

Srjur MAHADEV SARMA : Isita fact, Sir, that a calf is also liable
to be assessed ?

THE Hon’sLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: 1 cannot

answer that, Sir, unless I know the age of a calf.

Srrjur SIDDHI NATH SARMA asked :

. ¥72. Do Government propose to take steps to frame rules to ensure
satisfactory method of counting buffaloes and cattle and find out means to
detex:minc the correct age of a calf ?

I'ne Hon’sLeE Sryjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

72.—The rules prescribe that the graziers report their cattle and take
out permits and the Superintendent must check the numbers, exempting
those under 2 years of age. 1t does not seem practicable to further particu-
larise as conditions differ in different districts and there is no birth register of
buffaloes. S

Sryjur SIDDHI NATH SARMA :  If there is any dispute regarding the
age of a calf, how the correct age of a calfis determined ?

The Hon’sLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: The age
which is arrived at is only fairly approximate. It cannot be absolutely
correct.

Srijur SIDDHI NATH SARMA:  Will the Hon’ble Minister issue ins-
tructions that in doubtful cases the benefit should go to the owner ?
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Tae Hon’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Iam not
prepared to lay down any such rule, Sir. But I think where there is a reason-
able doubt the benefit may be given to the owner of the cattle.

Srijur MAHADEV SARMA: Are these objection petitions dealt
with by Grazing Superintendents only ?

Tue Hon’BLE SrRijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: That is

not the rule. If during the checking a Grazing Superintendent receives a

etition, he duly considers it at the time. But the final order is to be passed
v the Extra Assistant Clommissioner in charge, subject to appeal.

Sryjur SIDDHI NATH SARMA asked :

#*73. Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge aware of the fact that many of
the Grazing reserves in “char’ areas are not sufficient nor suitable for the
purpose and contain much less area than are reported ?

Tue Hoy’se Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :
73.—Government have no information : If the hon. member will give
specific instances enquiries may be made.

Sryjur SIDDHI NATH SARMA asked :

#74. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge propose to take necessary steps
to increase the number of reserves or extend the existing grazing reserves in
chars and riparian areas ? :

Tue Hon’sre Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURTI replied :

74.—QGovernment are always prepared to listen to complaints of inade-
quacy of grazing grounds if brought forward by graziers. In the first
place, however, they should approach the district officers who have full
powers to reserve additional areas for grazing if they are satisfied of the
necessity and of the availability of land for the purpose.

Rate of commission to mauzadars and number of land sale cases

Srijur JOGESH CHANDRA GOHAIN asked :
*75.(a) Will Government be pleased to state, the year from which the
currert rate of commission of the mauzadars is prevalent ?

(b) Is it a fact that most of the present mauzadars are deprived of
the privilege of collection of land revenue from tca garden lands held by the
tea garden owners ?

(¢) Do Government admit the fact that collection of land reve-
nue from tea garden lands and also from lands held by the tea garden
owners is much easier and less costly than collections from the ordinary
rayats ?

: (d) Do Government admit the fact that collections of land
revenue in recent years have become more expensive, laborious and
troubleson;el? 2 s 5

(¢) In consideration of ‘the above, do Government
enhance the rate of commission to the Mauzadars ? If so, wheﬁr"c{’fsﬁhx
propose to enhance ? If not, why not ?

Tue Hon’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :
75. (a)—Since 1920. Some modification has been made this year.

(6)—The hon. member is referred to the answers given to question

No.318(c) asked by Mr. Naba Kumar Datta at this session of the Assem-
bly.
(e)=Yes.
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(d)—Government admit that of late years the difficulties of Mauza-
dars have increased but not to the extent indicated by their poor collections :
this is proved by the success of Tahsildars in areas where the Mauzadari
system has broken down as the former have invariably realised a great deal
more than the Mauzadars. i ;

(e)—In view of thie reply given, Government see¢ no Justﬁcatlon
for a general and permanent increase of commission rates. During the
last year, however, as an incentive to better collections they have raised
the limit on which commission at 10 per cent. is paid from Rs.10,000 to
Rs.15,000. The question of the continuance of this concession 1S under
consideration.

Kuan Sanis Mavravi MUDDABIR HUSSA%N CHAE;I‘:I)URI : May
I know what is the rate of commission in terms ol percentasc . St

Tue Hon’sLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I?.{lthﬂl—
to the rate was Rs.10 per hundred for the ﬁrst:_ 10,_000 and Rs.5 for sums
above. But this year we have made some modification and the Government
allowed a commission of 10 per cent. up to Rs.15,000. :

Srjur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Isit a fact that this enhanced
rate of commission is granted to those Mauzadars only who have been able
to pay up the revenue to the Government Treasury before the end of May?

Tue Hon’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Yes, that
is s0. ; i

Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: May I know what is the 1d'ca
in making a rule like this ?

Tae Hon'BLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: As hon.
members are perhaps aware that the last day of payment of Government
demand is 31st May, and Government has seen that some mauzadars
are actually able to pay before 31st May. So in order to reward those
mauzadars and for giving some incentive to other mauzadars _quernment
has introduced a new system of allowing 15 per cent. COmMMIssion on the
first Rs. 10,000.

Sryur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Docs it not encourage the
mauzadars to take coercive measures to realise revenuc at an carly date?

Tre How’ser Sryjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: - Then the
whole recommendation contained in the question of the hon. questioner
falls to the ground if it is intended to convey that the increased rate of com-
mission only means increased harassment to the raiyats; Government

:.ivill have to reject any idea of increasing the rate of commission to mauza-
ars,
SR1

Srjur LAKHESVAR BOROOAH :  Can it not be done without fixing
the time ?

THE HON’BLE Srijur : That

: jur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: a

would bring the work of collection to a stand-still and the Government
demand will not be paid in time,

?RIJUT PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Are not some mauzadars

unj,{l):)l ef:?to pay the revenue in time because of the economic condition of the

pe ;

Tue Hox'sLe Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : Government
does not take any coercive measures against those mauzadars who are

unable to pay on account of . o 4 (hate
time is generally extende d.O the economic condition of the people and thei
Srijut PURNA CHANDRA § ARMA: Do not those mauzadars

who cannot I:eahse' revenue in time for the inability of the raiyats to pay
deserve consideration as regards commission ?
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THE Hon’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : They are
shown all possible considerations.

Srgur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : As regards enhanced com-
mission ?

Tue Hon’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: This is
an additional concession which is given to those mauzadars who pay up
their dues before the 31st of May.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Are we to understand that
thiskgdditional commission is given to mauzadars on account of good
work

Tre Hon’srLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Yes.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: What is the basis on which
good work is calculated?

Tue Hon’BLE Srryjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Those
mauzadars are considered to be doing good work who realise revenue in
time without unnecessary pressure on the people,

SrijuT SARVESWAR BARUA : [If they do bring unduly hard pres-
sure on the people, what action Government takes against such mauzadars?

THE Hon’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: So long
the mauzadars act within the rule no action is taken.

Srrjur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : TIs it not a fact that several
capitalist mauzadars pay up their revenue before the time from their own
coffers?

Tue Hon’sre Sryjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Govern-
ment has no such information. ; ;

Sryjur MAHADEV SARMA : Isitnot a fact that Police help has
been taken in certain mauzas of the district of Darrang so as to realise

revenue before time?
Tue Hon’sLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: T have no

such information. T do not think any suchstep has been taken in recent
times. Does the hon. member say th{/_s from his experience?

Srijur MAHADEV SARMA : es.

'I'HizI Hoxn’sLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: In what

mauzas? ;
Srijur MAHADEV SARMA: In Darrang, particularly in the

Kalangpur mauza.
aT%{F;:: Hon’srE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR GHAUDHURI:  If the hon.

member can give the facts of particular cases I shall have an enquiry

made.
Srijur GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : Is it a fact that most of the

mauzadars pay revenue by borrowing? ;

TreE Hov’sLe Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Govern-
ment has no information. Sy

Srijur GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Will Government make an
enquiry into that? ;

THE Hon’sLe Sryur ROHINI KUMAR _CHA%DH[_J'RI: Govern-
ment have no reason to enquire into the private financial affairs of a
Rezadar. AR : Most of the mauzadars pay

SRIJur GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR :  M0st Of g
their demands by borrowing. If that be the case, will Government be

STy 5 _
plcas'lefig%;\?’;gz ;Sr:gtf?a%%%tle&.}[ KUMAR CHAUDHURI : Ido not

think there is any reason to make an inquiry Into E}'mtl 'b;]calgc rftccord‘mg
to the terms of contract between the m‘m{zadars anc ft[ 16, { ov_crnmf‘T];‘-:
mauzadars are to pay the money whether it is by means of borrowing or by
realisation from the raiyats or from their own pockets.

R s it
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Srijur KRISHNA NATH SARMAH : Ts the Hon’ble Minister aware
that there are petitions from all over the province from the raiyats for the
extension of time for payment of revenue?

Tre Hon’sLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Does that
question arise?

Tue Hon'BLE THE SPEAKER © Tt does not arise. The hon. member
is going beyond the question.

Srijur SARVESWAR BARUA: The Revenue Minister said that in
cases where mauzadars have realised revenue without applying unduly hard
coercive measures against the raiyats, the mauzadars are entitled to the
enhanced rate of commission. My question is what steps do Government
take against those mauzadars who have been found to take unduly hard
coercive measures against the raiyats in order to pay up their demands
hefore 31st May?

Trae Hon'srLe SRjur ROHINT KUMAR CHAUDHURI: By unduly
hard measures I mean measures which are not prescribed by law and
which the mauzadars are not authorised to use.

SRijuUT SARVESWAR BARUA: Are those mauzadars entitled to
higher rate of commission who realise revenue by remaining within the rule
but by issuing large number of distress warrants—Ilarger than what the
used to issue before? Y

Tae Hon’sLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: This is a
purely hypothetical question. So far as our information goes we know that
mauzadars have not issued large number of attachments. As a matter of
fact T asked that question to one of the hon. members on the floor of this
House but he could not give any. definite information.

Mgz, FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Does the Hon’ble Minister
realise that allotment of the preferential commission to certain mauzadars
is a temptation to those mauzadars to bring about undue pressure on the
raivats? .

: Tue Hoxsre Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: That
depends on the mentality of the particular mauzadar. ¥

Srijur JOGESH CHANDRA GOHAIN asked :
#76. Will Government pleasec state—
(@) Tt}c.tgtal {mmbcr of YLand S;_llg _ cases, Subdivision by Sub-
division, in Assam Valley Division for the last 5 years ?
(b) The total number of Annulment cases, Subdivision by Sub-
division in Assam Valley Division, during the same period ?
Tue Hon'srLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI repliéd:
% 176. d(czl){—-’l’he Rgln, member is referred to column 10 of Appendix VI of
he Lan evenue ministration A al
s e nnual Reports where the figures for
(6)—The figures are not available and the i i
too much time and trouble to collect. Thcnsame oI would t:akc
00 e to > ne reason operates against
giving the figures for subdivisions in reply to questien 76(a).

SRIJU;I‘ J(l)gESH CHANDRA GOHAIN asked :
#77, Will Government be pleased to state the time taken t
: A : o get refund

of the sale proceeds in Land Sale Cases and also refund i
‘ment Cases by the Mauzadars ? e Peyment R

Tur. HON’BLE SRIjuT ROHIN‘[ KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied:

77.—The time necessarily varies in every case and Government can-
not state what is the average length of the time taken.




476

Srijur LAKHESVAR BOROOAH: Are them i
pay the revenue involved in land sale and annulmsgtz a::]:sr:srcf?:rgccihcti?

coffers?
Trae Hox’sLE SrijuTr ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : I think the

hon. member is correct.

Sryur LAKHESVAR BOROOAH: Does th ) e
propose to give a_direction that revenue involvedsin lgné{;);]eb IanMmISt?r
ment cases should be paid after deduction from their total demand pz;lgglé

to Government?
Tae Hon’sLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :  If the hon

member so desires, I shall ask the Commissioner to see that these refund
8

are made as quickly as possible.
Sryyur JOGESH CHANDRA GOHAIN asked :

%78 Is it a fact that there are cases of unusual d i

: elay in r g
proceeds in land sale cases and also making refund payzvnem:fui?ldmg sal]e
ment cases ? If so, do Government propose to make a sifting enqui?;l :lr?t(;

the matter ?
Tuae How’sre Sryur ROHINI KUMAR C 2
78.—Government are not prepared to deny Eﬁgggg%g rgpllled :
occur ; but as no representations have been received either fi H ol
Mauzadars or their Association, they are not prepared to ml’?g.rn individual
on the lines suggested. Mauzadars who are aggrieved can sy cnaury
cases before District Officers. put their own

Area of unsettled waste lands fit for cultivation

Srijur JOGENDRA NATH BARUAf asked :

%79, (a) Will Government be pleased to state the area of
Government waste lands fit for cultivation 1 ERicaRorsusettlcd
V(ajﬁe; : én waste lands ivation in each subdivision of the Assam
(b) Will Government state what area of wast .
grazing, fuel and village reserves in each subdivision ? aste lands constitutes

(¢) Will Government be pleased to state e A0

grazing, fuz:l and village reserves are still pending ?E ‘gzﬁfg}f glppllcatl_of1§ for

of the Assam Valley and for what area in each subdivision ? € subdivisions
Tae Hon'sLe Sryur ROHINT KUMAR CHAUDHURI -

79. (a)—The hon. member is referred to the reply gi replied : "
Siddhi Nath Sarma at this session of the Assembly. Figus;e gl{‘{ﬂn to Srijut
division are not available and the figures there given are 0!511 Orf cach sub-
tivated lands. It cannot be said whether they are fit for Culti‘?’ff the uncul-

(b)—The hon. member is referred to paragraph 393‘ I?" or not.
Revenue Administration Report for 1935-36, Assam V HO the Land
Figures fOr)Subdivisions are not available. alley Division.
(¢)—The information is not available and woul
and trouble to collect. vould take too much time

Srijur JOGENDRA NATH BARUAT asked :
#8(. Will Government be pleased to state if there has been a grad
increase of population in each subdivision of Assam Valley during %he 11;:1{

ten years ?

#g1. Will Government be pleased to state if’ there has been further
and gradual reclamation of waste lands in each subdivision of the A
Valley during the last ten years ? Saash

f Put through Srijut Omeo Kumar Das,

)
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*82. (a) Will Government be pleased to state if Government has any
definite proposal for reserving sufficient quantity of waste lands for the dcv}f-
lopment of the Province as a whole and for the use of the children of the
soil of the present and future generations ? .

[If the answer to 82(a) be in the negative or to the effect that there is
no definite proposal on the subject.] :

(6) Does Government see the desirability of reserving the rest
of the lands in each subdivision for the development of the Province and
legitimate expansion of the children of the soil ?

*83. Does Government consider this subject of settlement of waste
lands to be a very important one ? If so, will Government adopt a ufcll
considered policy on the subject ? Does Government see the ncccssplty
of appointing a committee consisting some of the members of this House ?

Tre How’sLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :
80.—Government are prepared to assume that this is correct: no
figures are available since the last Census.
81.—Yes.
82. (a)—No.
(b) The matter is under consideration.

83.—Yes. Government are considering the question of appointment
of such a Committee

Annual expenditure of Secretariat Establishment in Shillong

gRIJUT KRISHNA NATH SARMAH asked :
84. Will Government be pleased to state— . ; :
(@) Annual SR Sel,)cretariat Estal?lis_hmcmp in Shillong during
the regime of the Chief Commissioners :
(b)) PI,)uring the period of Mont-ford Reforms !
c resent ts ? 7
THE Hon’sLg I\CIO:USLAVI Saryip S;ir MUHAMMAD  SAADULLA
replied ;
84. (a)—4 lakhs 51 thousand.
(6)—5 lakhs 76 thousand.
(¢)—5 lakhs 98 thousand.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
UNSTARRED SHORT NOTICE QUESTIONS

Hunger Strike in Andamans Cellular Jail

Mg, ARUN KUMAR GHANDA asked : :
1. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Jails please state if he is aware

of a hunger strike resorted to b Titioal Sricennts. L by 24 Kbt tAmdlns
mans Cellular Jail ? y political prisone

2. Isit a fact t
joined the strike ?

3. Does he propose tq
before the House ?

Tue HOWBLE Mauravi Sapvip Sm MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :
1.—Yes.

hat two political prisoners from this province have also

make enquiries by wire and place the information
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Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA: Is the Government prepared to
repatriate them ? s
Tae Hon’sre MAuravi Sarvip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
The matter is engaging consideration.
ﬁTdHE Hox’BLE Mauravi Saiyin Sik MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied : ,
2.—Yes. v
Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : May we get an idea how long this
consideration will take, Sir ?
THE HoN’BLE MAULAVI Satvip SR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : We
are in correspondence with the Central Government. Itis too early to say
definitely what line of action the Ministry will take.
_ Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Whatis the view of the provin-
cial Government ? Has the provincial Government expressed any view on
the matter ?
Tue Howsre Mauravi Sarvip St MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
Not yet. We are asking for details. There is not merely one, but two
strikes. I think it will be better if I lay all the facts before the House.
Four convicts from this province have joined the hunger strike and two,
the work strike. We have not yet received the information as to who joined
the hunger strike—the ordinary convicts or the political prisoners. Beyond
the fact that these people have joined the strike—four in the hunger strike
and two in the work strike, we have not been able to get any further _mfor- 2
mation from the Central Government. We are enquiring as to what is the
condition of these people. In reply to a question put by Mr. Satyamurtl,
in the Central Legislature, the Home Iv_[em_ber replied that relatives of the
strikers will be informed of their condition if any danger is apprehended.
Banu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Who takes the responsibility for «
these prisoners in the Andamans ?
TF;iE HON’I;LE MavrLavi Sarvip S;ir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: It
is the Central Government.
Mavravi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: May
we know the names of the prisoners :
Tre HoN’BLE MAULAVI SAIYID SIR. MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I
have not got that information handy.
Bapu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: May we
know whether the prisoners were requested by this Government to give up
hunger strike ? {
Tue Hon'sre Mauvravi Saivip Sk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
No, Sir. :
: Srijur SARVESWAR BARUA: Were not two political prisoners sent
to Andamans by this Government in 1935 ?
Tar Hon'BLe Mauravi Sarvio Sie MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
Yes, Sir. ‘
’Basu DAKSHINA RANJAN GU}E’TA _CHAUDHURI: Is Govern: -
ment prepared to request the prisoners Dy WII€ to give up hunger strike ?
TPI){EI;'ION’BLE MauLavi Sarvip S MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: If

i ed to wire. .
the }I{ng? e}:lcig?‘siﬂl%l}l\«a{riﬁjr%)ﬁl:&NDA . Has the Hon’ble Minister satisfied

himself about the nature of the facilities that is being afforded to these .

risoners and which led them to go on hunger strike ?
R Tae HoN’BLE MAULAVI SAIYID SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: We

have not received any direct information on the point. Our information is
only the Press extracts of demands by the strikers,

4—‘4
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Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Was any enquiry made  from
the Superintendent of the Andamans Jail ?

Toe Hon'BLE Mauravi Sarvip S;r MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
No, Sir.

Basu HARENDRA NARAYAN CHAUDHURI: May I know, Sir,
whether the correspondence is by wire or by post ?

TrE HoN’BLE MAuLAvi Sarvip S;R MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: We
have sent a wire, and we are awaiting a reply.

Basu HARENDRA NARAYAN CHAUDHURI: Has the Hon’ble
Minister enquired about the condition of the political prisoners ?

Tue HoN’sLE MaAuravi SAmvip SR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Sir, the difficulty is that we have got but meagre details from the Central
Government.

MRr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA: Will Government be pleased to let
the House have details from day to day about the condition of these people ?

Tae Hon’BLE MAuLAvI Satvip SiIrR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I
will try, Sir.

BI;YABU DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: 1Is there
anything to prevent the Provincial Government from having any direct
correspondence with the Superintendent of Jail there ?

THE HonN’BLE Mauravi Saivio Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
No, Sir.

Basu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: Will Govern-
ment consider this question ?

TueE Hon’BLE MaurLavi Sarvio Stk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I
have already ordered for asking details from the Chief Commissioner of the
Andamans by wire. I am not sure if there is any Superintendent of Jails.

Bapu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: Will Govern-
ment be pleased to lay the reports before the House ?

Tue Hon’BLE Mauravi Sarvip SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
The information from the Andamans will be submitted to the House. The
reports from Government of India are confidential and I am not prepared to
lay them before the House.

Basu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: Is the right
to withdraw them from the Andamans a confidential subject ?

Tee Hon'sLe Mauravi Sarvio S;ir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
The correspondence is confidential now.

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA: Is the Hon'ble Minister prepared
to sever connection of this ‘Government with the Andamans as a penal
settlement ?

This 2= Hon'sie Mautavi Sarvio Sk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
1

is a big-question, Sir. T will take that suggestion into consideration.
THe Hon®

- BLE MaAuLAvi Sarvip Sk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :
3.—Does not arise.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
Local Self-Government Policy of Government
Mavravi NAZIRUDDIN AHMED asked

149. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Local Self-Government be
pleased to state—

(a) Whether Government propose to revise the Local Self-Govern-
ment Act before the next General Election of Local Boards ?
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(b) If so, do Government propose to issue any communiqué
dcclaring the Local Self-Government Policy of the Govern-
ment !

THE Hon’BLE REV. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied ;
149. (a)—The whole question is at present under the consideration of
Government.

(b)—Full publicity will be given in due course to the policy

of Government in this matter.

Maulvibazar Town Girls® School

Basu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI asked :
150. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) The present status of the Maulvibazar Town Girls’ School ?
() Whether the Ministry of Education proposes to raise the
status of the said school to a properly-recognised Girls’ High
School and whether Government propose to increase the
Government grant to the said institution for the aforesaid
purpose ?
rT:;E Hon’BLE SHaMS-UL-Urama Maurana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied :
150. (a)—It is a Middle English School for girls. High School
classes up to Class IX have been opened.
(b)—It is already in the process of development into a High
School.

An increase in the grant-in-aid is proposed.

Basu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: Is ¢he
Hon'ble Minister of Education aware that two private girl students
passed the Matriculation Examination this year from this schoo] ?

Tue HonN’BLE SHams-UL-Urama Maurana ABU NASR MD
WAHEED : I have no information, Sir. <

Basu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI :
ment consider the desirability of recommending to the Un

. affiliation of the school up to matriculation standard ?

Tue Hon’sLE SHAMS-UL-ULAMA  Maurana ABU NASR MD
WAHEED : If the question for the affiliation of the schoo] up to matricula-
tion standard comes up before Government we shall consider it. =

Mauravi ABDUR RAHMAN: Isit a fact that the Hon’ble Minis-
ter in charge of Agriculture and Industry has contributed Rs.4.000 for the
improvement of the Maulvibazar Girls’ Middle English Schoo] ?

THE HoN’BLE SHAMS-UL-ULAaMA MAuLANA ABU NASR MD. WAHEED :
I have no information, Sir. :

Basu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHUR] : With regard
to (b), isita fact that the Director of Public Instruction romi zlga)
increased grant of Rs.200 to the Maulvibazar Middle Eﬂglisg S ﬁe : Fn
girls during his last visit ? x = o)

TuE Hon’BLE SHAMs-UL-ULAMA MAULANA ABU NAS :
It might be. I have no information. R MD. WAHEED :

Basu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHUR]. Am I
understand that the Director of Public Instruction had pe .authg:-ity E(;

doso ? 3
THe Hon'BLE SHAMS-UL-UrAama Maurana ABU NASR :
The Director of Public Instruction had no authority fromhri?" R

Do Govern-
1versity  the
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5 aamage done by floods to crops for the last ten years amd its
! effect on land revenue

Basu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI asked:
151. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) The value of the annual loss of different classes of crops
in cultivation owing to floods, subdivision by subdivision, for
", the last ten years ?
() The indirect loss of Government revenue due to deterioration
of cultivable land, extent of the difficulty in realising the

agricultural loans and the area of abandoned cultivable
lands on account of floods ?

THE Hon’BLE Srjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :
151. (a) and (b)—It is quite impossible to supply even an estimate
of the information asked for. No statistics are kept of the extent of
damage caused by floods either directly or indirectly and it i no more
possible to estimate this than to guess at the indirect benefits of floods

in silting up low-lying areas and gradually making them cultivable.
Inquiries are being made as to the practicability of keeping such
statistics in future.

LYy

Basu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: Will
. state why no statistics are kept about the d
by the floods ?

Tue Hon’sLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : Statis-
tics about the extent of damages caused by the ﬁoqd_s to the crops
have not been kept so far but I am making enquiries whether it is

3 practicable to keep such statistics in future.

Basu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: Has the
Hon’ble Minister come to any conclusion as regards the Practicability
of keeping statistics in future ?

Tue HoN’sLe Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : We have
not yet arrived at any conclusion.

the Hon’ble Minister please
amages caused to the crops

Rate of anmual income per bigha in the colonization area

\ > CI{VIAULAVI MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI
asked :

152. Will Government be pleased to state the average annual

income per ‘bigha’ (fR71) ofland in the Assam Valley Districts opened out
for colonization ?

153.  Will Government be pleased to state in acres and ‘bighas’ the
area of land reserved for colonization ?
154. Will Govern

ment be
~ land reserved for colonization ?

155. If the answer to question No. 154 be in
Government be pleased to st

156. Will Government

Surma Valley are treated as “Immigrants” in the Assam Valley ?
~ 157. Are they liable to the same restrictions in regard toythe grant
of land and payment of rent as the immigrants from outside Assam ?
158. What is the rate of “Nazarana™ (Am74)1 and rent per  bigha for
the Assam Valley people and that for the emigrants from the Surma Valley ?

Pleased to state whether there is any

: - th; affirmative, will
ate the area in different districts ?

be pleased to state whether emigrants from
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Tre Hon’sre Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

152.—The information is not available and no statistics have been
collected for these areas in particular. During the Nowgong settlement
the Settlement Officer worked out figures of income per bigha which
varied between Rs.4 and Rs.40 according to the nature of the crop and
the class of the land.

153.—It is not clear exactly what information is required. Colonization
in the technical sense covered by special rules is confined to the areas referred
to in the answer to question 155 and the rest of the Province may be said
to be reserved for colonization.

154.—Yes.

155.—Darrang—approximately 80,948 bighas.

Nowgong—approximately 1.59,839 bighas. .

Mgr. NABA KUMAR DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased
to state whether all the land reserved for colonisation has been actual-
ly settled with the immigrants ? and if so, what is the area ?

Tae Hon’sLe Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I do not
know whether all lands reserved for colonisation has been actually settled.
1 may supply this information later.

MRr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: May I kow how many bighas out
of those land reserved for colonisation have been actually scttled ?

Tue Hon’sre Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I have
no information, Sir. I require notice of that question.

Tre Hon'sLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

156 and 157.—Yes. This policy was adopted in 1931 as a result of
the recommendations of the Retrenchment Commuittee ; it should be remem-
bered, however, that the restrictions apply only to the grant of pattas for
land newly opened ; there is no bar to the transfer anywhere in the plains
districts of periodically settled land to either immigrants from outside the
province or new-comers from the Surma Valley. The policy as a whole is
now under reconsideration by the present Government who are anxious to
obtain the views of all parties. e

158.—It is presumed that by ‘ Nazarana ” premium is meant. The rates

of premium and rent vary in the two colonization areas, but in both the
same rule applies that both Assam Valley inhabitants and immigrants

should pay at the same rates for land in the colonization area.

Mavcavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUD URI:
May I know, Sir, what is the rate of Nazarana ” and rent per bigha
for the Assam Valley people and that for the immigrants from the Surma

Valley ?
TYHE How’sLe Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Sir, the

answer is already there. So far as the rates of premium and rent in
the colonization areas are concerned, the same rule applies to both

Valley people.
it e a’ﬁfﬂﬁﬁﬁhfps“rﬁi(ﬁu{p USSAIN CHAUDHURI :

Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what is the rate of rent
charged per bigha ? p :
gI‘m? 'Hog’nm Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: The ori-

inal rate of rent per bigha was Rs.25, but it has been reduced. :
ot IE:IAN SAHIB l;\lAUIE\VI MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: Is it

a fact that © Nazarana ”’is only levied on the immigrants of the Surma
Valley P

A
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Tue Hon’sBLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR GHAUDHUI}.I.: Ng Sn;i
So far as the colonisation area is concerned ¢ nazarana '’ 18 charge
both from the Assamese inhabitants as well as the Surma Valley im-
migrants. ; s

Mavravi MUNAWWARALI: May Iknow what 18 the Qtac‘lc ;
things beyond the colonization area—whether ¢ nazarana = 18 levied only
on the immigrants ? 1

Tue HoN’sLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : This ques-
tion does not arise, Sir. 1 am dealing only with the colonisation
area.

Damages done to crops in Sunamganj

Basu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked : t 1 o the
159 (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Agrlculturcdag o
table a statement asto the extent of damages done to Amq;z and Boro crop
areas in different parts of Sunamganj, for the last ten years : !

(6) Is it a fact that the damages are of almost annual occurrence in
one or other part of the subdivision due to floods ?

(¢) Do Government propose to take action to check the re-occur-
rence of floods in future ? :

THE Hon’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied:

159. (a)—The member is referred to the reply given to question
No.151 asked by Babu Dakshina Ranjan Gupta Chaudhuri at this session
of the Assembly. - : - S

(b)—Government are not prepared to deny that in this, as in
all other subdivisions of Sylhet district, the crops are damaged by floods in
some localities. :

(¢)—It is not, unfortunately, within the power of this Government
or any other to regulate the rainfall which is the primary cause of all
floods.

- Government is ready to take any steps which the engineering experts
may advise provided requisite funds are available for the purpose.

Agricultural Demonstrators

Mavravi ABDUR RAHMAN asked :

160. (a) Isita fact that Maulavi Mizanar Rahman raised some ques-
tions in 1929, regarding the increase of the pay and the grant of cycle allow-
ance to Agricultural Demonstrators ?

(6) Ifthe answer is in the affirmative, do Government propose to
take any action in this direction ?

161. Will Government be pleased to state whether Agricultural De-

monstrators are entitled to have their pay increased and to get the cycle
allowance ?

162. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) The future prospects of Agricultural Demonstrators ?
(b) Whether any one has been promoted ?
163. (a) Is it a fact that Agricultural Demonstrators receive fixed travel-
ling allowance which does not cover their actual travelling expenses ?
(b) If so, do Government propose to increase their travelling allow-
ance or to grant them regular travelling allowance as was the procedure ?
164. Do Government propose to provide the Agricultural Demonstra-
tors with residential houses and fix the rent to 20 per cent. of their pay as
is the case with the officers of the Postal Department ?
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Tre HoN’BLE MAuLAVI MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN replied :

160. (a)—Yes—in respect of the grant of a cycle allowance.

b)—No.

Sm]ugr PURANDAR SARMA : May I know what is the present scale
of pay of the Agricultural Demonstrators ?

Tue Hon'sre Mauravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN : I do not
remember exactly what is their present scale of pay.

- Sryjur MAHI CHANDRA BORA: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware
that the people have lost their complete confidence in the Agricultural
Department ? (laughter).

THe Hon'BLs MauLAvi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN: That might be
from the view point of the hon. member.

Srijur MAHI CHANDRA BORA: Is the Hon'ble Minister aware
that resolutions passed in several meetings were forwarded to Government
for placing breeding bulls in the places of Agricultural Demonstrators ?

Tue Hox’BLE Mauravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN: This question
does not arise, Sir.

Tre Hon’BLe Mauravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN replied :

161.—The present scale of pay of Agricul
sidered suitable and no change is proposed.

162. (a)-—Men of exceptional merit may expect Promotion to the grade
of Assistant Farm Managers and Botanical Field Assistants.

(6)—Yes. Five of them are officiating in such

163. (a)—They get a fixed travelling allowance of
which is considered adequate.

(b)—No.

164.—The reply is in the negative. :

Representation of the backward tribal people of the plaing in the
Assam Secretariat Office
Srijur  RUPNATH BRAHMA asked :

165. (a) Will Government be pleased to state if there is
the backvsard tribal people of the plains of the Assam Vallz;]yno?:cg(i)n[z
in the Assam Secretariat Office, Shillong ?
(b) Ifso, what is his name and home district ?
TeE HoN’sBLE Mauravi Sarvip S,m MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :
165. (a)—Yes, in the Public Works Department Secretariat.
(b)—Srijut Dharma Ram Bardolai, a Lalung from Nowgong

tural Demonstrators is cen-

posts at present.
Rs.10 per mensem

district.
MauLavi GHYASUDDIN AHMED: Will Government be pleased to
state whether they will consider the claims of the ca

: . - the ndidates from the back-
ward tribes of the Dhubri subdivision whenever there will be any vacancy
in future ?

THE HON'BLE MauLAvi SArvip. Sir  MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
I have already answered that question twice on the floor of this House. The

proportionate share of appointments for the candidates from the backward
tribes are kept reserved and when any suitable candidate is available, his
claims receive the first consideration.

Srgur RABI CHANDRA KACHARI: May I know, Sir, whether
there was any other candidate last.year from any other backward tribes for
appointment in the Assam Secretariat ?

THe Hon’sLe Mauravi Saivip S;ir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Sir, I am not aware whether there was any other candidate from the back-
ward tribes for appointment in the Secretariat last year. If my hon. friend
wants that information I can give that later.
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Revenues derived from excluded and partially excluded areas for
the last three years

Basu HARENDRA NARAYAN CHAUDHURI asked :

166. Wl}l the Hon’ble' Minister in charge of Finance please state the
revenucs derived from the ‘“‘excluded areas and partially excluded areas”
during t_he last- three years and the expenditure for those areas for the
same period with and without overhead charges as approximately as can be
ascertained ?

FHdE Hon’sLe MaurAvi Sarvio SR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA

replied :

166.—The hon. member is referred to the reply given to questions
Nos. 37 and 38 asked by Srijut Rajendra Nath Barua at the current session
of the Legislative Assembly.  Government cannot contemplate undertaking
the enormous amount of work which would be necessary to extract figures
for the excluded and partially exlcuded areas as desired by the hon.
member and consider that the results would be incommensurate with the
labour and expense of their extraction. On the basis however of figures
obtained some years ago and which were placed before Sir Otto Niemeyer
it was estimated that the excluded areas cost Government 8 lakhs a year
while the partially excluded areas just paid for themselves. These figures
were exclusive of the “overhead charges” of administration in Shillong.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: On a pointof information,
Sir. - The reply to question No. 166 does not cover the question. In the
reply it is stated that reply is given with regard the to questions Nos. 37 .and
38 and if we look at questions Nos. 37 and 38, we find that these questions.
'u;lcre asked with regard to receipts from the Surma Valley and not from
the excluded areas and partially excluded areas.

THE Hon’BLE MAELAVI EAIYID S;r MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
I am referring the hon. member to questions Nos. 37 and 38 only for the
reasons advanced therein. I said there “It took nearly four months to
compile those figures and special staff had to be engaged. Government
therefore cannot contemplate undertaking the enormous amount of work
which would be necessary to extract figures for all the plains districts of the
Province as desired by the hon. member, and consider that the results
would be incommensurate with the labour and expense of their extraction.”

In this reply I am only referring to that reasoning a_nd. evidently the.
figure which is wanted is practically there. I said it was estimated at the
time of Sir  Otto Neimeyer Committce that the partially excluded areas
Just paid for themselves, while the totally excluded arcas cost Government
8 lakhs a year., ¥
. Mr. FAKHRU MED : According to his own admis+
sion, Sir, Govemmegggqﬁﬂh? {%ures from which they said before Sir_
Otto Niemeyer that the Government of Assam had to incur a cost of
8 lakhs of rupees for the excluded areas. On what basis were those figures.
arrived at ?

Tae HoN'sLe Mauravi Sarvio Sk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA =
Those figures were compiled by a special staff under a Special Officer. In
order to bring those figures up_to_gatc we shall have to. engage another;
special staff. It wag only in 19353that those figures were collected.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN AL AHMED.: What objection the Hon’ble.
Minister has got to place those figures before the House. Afier all they are
not so old.

THe HON’BLE MAULAVI Sarym Sm MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
If my friend wants thosc figures, I am ready to supply them..



426
‘Principal of Jorhat Technical School

Basu SHIBENDRA CHANDRA BISWAS asked:

167. Will Government be pleased to state when the post of the Princi-
pal; Jorhat Technical School, was advertised and whether the post has.
since been filled up ? :

168. If the answer to the latter part of the above question be in
:.;161: nggatlve, will Government please state the reason. for such undue

elay ?
169. Will Government please state—
(a) the reason of selectinga lien Principal ?
(b) whether this is the usual procedure of filling up vacancies ¥
170. Has the attention of Government been drawn to the various:
comments on the subject, published in ¢ Sylhet Chronicle”, ¢ Amrita
Bazar Patrika” and “Shillong Mail”, and specially’ the editorial comments.
made in-the “Sylhet Chronicle” of the 12th Oectober 1936 ?
171. (i) Did the Director of Industries inform the applicants that: the:
Selection Board would assemble in September 1936 ?
(ii) If the answer is in the affirmative, will Government state why
the Board did not assemble ? :

Tae Hon’ste Mavravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN replicd:

167.—The post was advertised as a temporary post by the Director
of Industries in the Assam Gazette of the 11th  December 1935. It hag
again been advertised by the Pub‘lic. Service Commission in the Assam:
Gazelte of the Tth July 1937 and it is possible that the post may be filled
before this answer is given in the Assembly. -

Basu SHIBENDRA CHANDRA BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minis--
ter in charge say if the post has been filled up by this time ?

Tie Hon’sLe Mavravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN :  Sir, the matter
i with the Public Service Commission and it has been referred to them
We do not know whether it has been filled up by this time. ;

Bapy RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Whywas the post adver-
tised in 1935 ? Was it just to take a census of unemployment ?

Tae Hon'sLe Mavravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN: The post pro
bably fell vacant then.
necessary to fill up evennow ?

Tue Hon’sLE Mauravi MD. ALT HAIDAR KHAN :
ber will find the answer in the reply to question No. 168.

Tue Hon’sLe Mavravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN replicd :

168.—Mr. Phatakwalla, the permanent Principal obtained a post
in another Province but as that post was on probation he was 1p S
a lien on his permanent post for a year, which was extend P

months up to the 17th March 1937. The post, ed by four

therefo .
permanently filled up before that date and it was decidedi’inc(i:;gv n(()); tg:

changes introduced by the Government of India Act—not t ‘

before the st April 1937 on the advice of'a Selection%o:?rgubuﬁ tth ; p,°§§

the appointment of the Public Service Clommission and to m-l.ﬂ a‘:hmt,

body for recruiting the new Principal. 1hize tha
Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: When dj :

obtain a post in another Province and from whi::lh cllgteM:“; Pl;latakufal!a

a lien on his permanent post ? as he given

Tue Hon’sLe MauLav: MD. ALL HAIDAR. K .
question 168 will cover, I think. : KHAN: The answer to

The hon. mem-
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; Mr: FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: No, Sir. It does mnot cover,
5in this connection I want to know when did Mr. Phatakwalla obtain his
service in another province and when the period of lien commence and
when did it terminate ?

Tue HoNBLE Mauravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN: I want notice,
Sir ; he had his lien here till 17th March 1937.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Are we to understand that
Government had decided not to fill up this post till the lien given to’
Mr.;Phatakwalla had terminated ? \

THE HoN’BLE Mauravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN: Yes, Sir.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : - When did Government come
%o such a decision ? 3 111

THE HoN'sLE MAULAVI MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN: It was a deci-
sion of the previous Government. ! k

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: May we know when did the
previous Government come Lo such a decision ? X

Tue Hon'sre Mauravi MD. ALTI HAIDAR KHAN: I want notice.

BaBu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Isthere no principal now ?

The Hon'sLe Mavravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN: There is an
officiating Principal,

Basu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Who is he, Sir ?

Tue Hown’sre MaurLavi MD, ALI HAIDAR KHAN: I do mnot
semember his full name.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Are we to understand that
even though Mr. Phatakwalla was given lien this post was advertised ?

Tre Hon'sLE MauLavi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN: Yes, it was
advertised. - : 4

" Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Did not Govern'ment incur
extra expenditure by advertising the post even though they decided to give
the lien to Mr. Phatakwalla ? T ST

Tue Hown Lavi Sarvip Sk MU ; SAC
SRR b}acl.gellc\ii;\;ponsible for all that was done by the previous
Government ?

MRr. FAK LI AHMED: Are weto understand that the
mischief done SRE?D;gvﬁus Government will be allowed to continuc
under the present Governmernt ?

. Tue Hon’BLe MAULAVI SAI¥ID SIR MUHAN_IMAD SAADULLA':
Well, Sir, the mischief has not been continued by this Government. This
Government has requested the Public Service Commission to select a
Principal. They have already advertised the post and I do not know
When they will meet and interview the candidates. S %

» Basu RAB ADITYA: On a point of order, Sir
“We find in somclpﬁ?tiﬁs i‘éoTnIl_f: questions which do not concern him, the
Hon’ble Chief Minister chooses to answer them. May I know the reason ? -
,I:sru: not better that he alone answers all the questions and save us and his
Colleagues all the troubles ? .

Tae Hon’sre M S MUHAMMAD AA'DULLA:
Now, Sir, when I find 31?{!31:3 tsiggi:]:f the House is taken up by interpella-
tions, the replies to which are already given, it is MYy duty asuthc ul.eadenaof
the House to intervene and save the time and trouble of the House.

‘Basu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Are not the other Ministers
competent ? -
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“Tue Hon'ere Mauravi Sarvio Sl MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Everybody is competent. But both as the head of the Government and as
the Leader of the House I have some du

ty to perform and I am performing
that duty.
Kuan BArADUR Mauravi MAHMUD ALT :
responsible for the works of other Ministers ?
Tae Hon’BLe Mauravi Sawvip Sk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Well, Sir, we have joint responsibility. 3

Baeu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : What is the name of the Acting
Principal ?

‘THE HoN’BLE MAULAVI SATYID SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I
will supply the information, Sir. His name is Mr. Purna Chandra Chau-

ury ; he was a lecturer of that school.

Tue HoN’sLE Mauravi MD. ALT HATDAR KHAN replied :

169.—This question is not understood. ;

170.—Government have seen the comments in some of these papers:

171. (1)—VYes.

(11)—Please see the reply to question 168 above.

Is not the Chief Minister

Introduction of Urdu as Second Language in all High English Schools

Mauravi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY aked :

172. Is it a fact that Urdu is recognised by the Calcutta University
as a second language in the High English Schools ? g

173. If so, do Government propose to encourage Ul‘_du being adopted
asa second language in the High English Schools of this province by pro-
viding effective means of teaching the subjects and allowing free scope
for its continuance in our Colleges ? ;

Tue Hon’eBre Suams-uL-Urama Maurana ABU NASR MD, WAHEED
replied : '

172.—Yes.

173.—In the absence of any great demand for Urdu as a second lang-
uage throughout the province Government do not propose at Present to
introduce its teaching as such.

Mauravi DEwan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY: 1 the
Hon’ble Minister in charge of Education aware of the fact that Urdy has
already been introduced in some of the high schools in Sylhet ?

THE HoN’BLE SHAMS-UL-ULAamMA MAULANA ABU NASR MD. WAHEED:
I am not aware of that.

Knan Samms Mauvravi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY :
Will the Hon’ble Minister make any enquiry as to the facts stated in this
question ?

THe Hon’BLE SHAMs-UL-Urama Maurana ABU NASR MD. wA-
HEED: Iam ready tomake an enquiry and to consider the question if
real demand exists.

Mavravi ABDUR RAHMAN:  TIs the Hon’ble Minis i
ready to introduce Urdu language in some of the schools i I o on R

THE How'BLE SHAMS-UL. ULAma MAaurana AB
WAHEED : I have already answered, Sir, L R

Kuan BAHADUR Mauravi MUFIZUR RAHMA : i
in Mangalchandi High English School and it was stopid {);“:Ez 11;::':)}?11??1
I can say on my authority as the President of the Managing Cornmittecon 5
THE HON’BLE SHAMS-UL-ULAMA MAULANA ABU NA%R MD. WAHEED :
1 am not aware of that. B ;
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Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Sir, on what facts the Hon’ble
Minister is inclined to think that there is no demand for Urdu as second
language in the schools ?

Tue Hon’BLE SHams-ur-Urama Mauvrana ABU NASR MD.
WAHEED : As far as my knowledge goes, there is no great df:ma.n_d for
Urdu and I think in the Sylhet Government High School there is no
provision for Urdu as a second language.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : Is the Hon’ble Minister aware
that Urdu is 2 common languagc for Muhammadans and Muhammadans
form a powerful community in this Province ?

Tue HoN’BLE  Suams-un-Urama Mauvrana ABU NASR  MD.
WAHEED :  But Urdu is not the vernacular of the Province. -

Kuan BAHADUR Mauravi KERAMAT ALI : Has any representation
been received from any quarter to introduce Urdu in any high school in
Assam ?

Tre Hon’BLE  Smams-ur-Urama Mauvrana ABU  NASR  MD.
WAHEED : I am not aware of any such representation.

GENERAL DISCUSSION OF THE BUDGET

Mgr. F. W. HOCKENHULL :  Sir, after years of recurring gloon;x in
whih we discussed deficit budgets it is pleasant to bec translated to a

brighter atmosphere with the prospect of a balanced budget. Whatever
may be the views regarding the present Government and the budget which
they ‘are presenting, it is at least only fair to recognisz that they took
office at an important and critical time in the history of this province and
that they have presented to us a balanced budget—indeed a surplus budget.
Ifit is argued that they have been over-cautious, we can' at least reply
that sound _ﬁnancc is the corner-stone of the foundation on which Provincial
autonomy 15 to stand, and I would like to take this opportunity of assuring,
Government of our appreciation of their effort.

We look upon the discussion of the budget as an opportunity of being
able to express some of our views regarding the nceds of the province,
and from a responsible and, I hope, a responsive Government. I can hope
lbr}at they will be able to take some action if these ideas are found practicas
e.

As a business man the Hon'ble Finance Minister at the time of
compiling his b}ldg‘?t has had to take into consideration his various assets.
here are certain assets what I shall call “moral >’ assets, viz., assistance from
th‘-: Govt’:{nmeng of India which we still think is due to us, and if the Finance
?Vlﬁ’;ﬁt% 18 maki;l'g further representations he will have the support of the
he h0pcs0tuoszsc :S Second asset is what I would term ** indirect asset”, whn::h
tee. ankn parcntti:c:'lnlby means of a Resources and Retrenchment Commit-
this had he not doinse would say that we ourselves would have suggested
the personnel of such S Ay I suggest to him that he will not confine
There are business maan Committee solely to the members of this House.
forward for his Considcratilgn the province who might bring fruitful ideas
% c})‘r}ll:ﬂ; S\ivoe n:o;lg ‘:é)dhls Positive assets, and it is here that I dis_agrcc ‘:Vith
has always had, and Soag.t' € one outstanding asset wluch. this province
What is the m;;ttcr S ar as we can see, always will ' have, is Agrlcgltu.re.
i eVitiony Agriculture ?  We have a wonderful soil and

a most suitable climat¢

e, Why can we n ‘. . I to 2 =
e it Wi ot develop our agriculture to 2 point
where it will be not only profitable to the pmvi,}:ce but also an increased

source of wealth to the agriculturist. - Leg me here digress for a momerng,
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‘to enter a caveat to those opinions so frequently expréssed that ¢ industry,”
and by that I mean non-agricultural industry, is ever. going to be of great
value to this province. A responsible member of thé Government of India
recently expressed the view that if we continue for a: hundred years at the
present rate of absorption of unemployed into non-agricultural industry, it

will not scratch the surface of this problem. ~ If that be true of India with'

its large industries such as Cotton, Jute and Coal, already firmly established,
how mueh-more true is it of this province. If then agriculture is the
mainstay of the province, I maintain that the allotment of 3 per: cent. of
the total expenditure in this budget to Agriculture, Livestock and Veteri-
mary Services,'is far too low. In criticising the present Government iri this
matter, I can say that they are no worse than their predecessors, and
andeed in the long list of 509 printed resolutions I find ' hardly any reference
to this important subject at all. It seems, therefore, to be taken for granted
-on all sides that no improvement is necessary. by et
The first thing, therefore, that we are faced with in our Agncgltura‘l
Industry is the employment of better methods of agriculture, and this can
only be done by a better personnel in the establishment, for such improve-
ment can only be abtained by demonstration on the spot. It has been
arged that until primary education is established no improvement can be
found in agricultural methods, This is not our experience on tea gardens.
Tea Garden labourers have been found to be quite ‘efficient cultivators
within a reasonable period of their arrival, and this: not achieved except
by instruction in the field. Further, when tea-garden labourers leave the
garden and take up plots of land of their own, they are quite capable of
raising crops all the year round, in contrast with the general practice of
<onfining the efforts to a single crop. The result is better housing, lmprfgve-
ment of cattle and a higher standard of life in general. It is, thczlrc ortc,
not such a tremendous problem but one which can be solved from day to
day, and if tackled with vi would make a tremendous difference 1in
goUL t improved in theé
the course of a few years. Agricultural methods have no 1 s M
last fifty years. We would teach the value of intensive ‘cu tivation. ore
T e . ot refer to the introduc-
scientific methods are necessary, and by this T do not r¢ A n el
tion of machinery or any other aids which the cultxv‘c'!:-_on = ot a Ord.
Then, there is the question of improved- seeds the “1’:13‘ e fo ‘ﬁrops, 2]
marketing which is closely bound up Wlth_thc BLO CFI 9 f", 1Yage com-
munications.  If I were to preach the doctrine of rotahlon of crops in a
village and state that by dividing a given arca into three parts, one for
paddy, one for grazing and one for leguminous crops and state that
aunder this scheme the same weight of paddy could be raised as
previously was obtained from the whole area, I should be laughed
at, Yet in such a progressive country as Italy such a practice has
.metamorphosized the whole agricultural outlook. We want heavier crops
we want better crops, better prices ‘and a better margin of profits to
the agriculturist. With a population of 80 lakhs the addition of Rs.10
per head of annual income will go far to solve many of the problems
which are now facing us, among which rural indebtedness is by no means
the least. Let me emphasize the very important fact that ‘we are still
importing foodstuffs-into this province. But apart from the financial im-
provement of the agriculturist there will immediately follow material and
moral improvement in his outlook, It is the common practice in this House
to speak of remission of land revenue, reduction of rent, reduction of tolls
and such like. These are only palliatives, for in every case it places the
raiyat under an obligation to someone. What we should like to see would be
the independent, self-reliant, sclf-respecting agriculturist who, having worked
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hard, gets full value for his labour. He will then have money in his pocket,,
and education and kindred problems will naturally be solved, for he will not:
only ask for them himself but will be able to furnish the money to provide:
them. When we learned that there was to be an additional appointment in:
t*hc; Cz'xbinct, and that that appointment would carry the Agriculture port--
folio, it gave us much pleasure. May I suggest in all humility and without
in the least being invidious, that if there is to be a Minister of Agriculture,
he should be the best brain in the Cabinet. We need knowledzc, energy,
dljlvc, and a recognition that if this Department is to flourish, those responsible:
will find that their duties have to be performed very largely in the plains..
No Department with these needs in view can function on such a meagre:
allotment. Closely allied to this is the question of drimal Husbandry. 18
months ago I succeeded in moving a Resolution and obtaining its unaninmous:
acceptance by the House. Since then nothing has been done. I shall refer
again and again to this subject of Animal Husbandry because it is un-
questionably the greatest potential source of wealth in this Province. We
have nearly a crore of cattle, and if we raise the capital value per head by
Rc.t} it needs little calculation to see how mueh better off the ryotis going
to be......

Tz HoN’BLE THE SPEAKER : The hon. member has just finished his
time.

Mr. F. W. HOCKENHULL: We are putting up only onc member
from this group, and I request that I may have a little indulgence.

Tue Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : The hon. member may have 5 minutes:
more.

Mg. F. W. HOCKENHULL: Sir, in this connection may I remind
the House that we are still importing butter, ghee and large quantities
of tinned milk, and that the quantity of milk available for infant consump-
tion is far below what is really required. An additional supply of milk will
go a long way to improve the physical condition of our people. '
! I am afraid I must curtail my remarks. Before I sit down I will say
just a word rt_zgarding the Veterinary establishment. In this province which
is so wealthy in cattle, we spend under one pice per head per annum on
their welfare. I leaveit to the hon. members to draw their own conclusions.
E .In‘ other directions I will offer threec suggestions to Government. First
if quinine can be produced with success and profit in the Darjeeling hils, it
does not seem outside the bounds of possibility to make some effort in this
dll‘ectl?n in the Khasi hills, which might make this Government independent
regarding its supply of quinine.

: One word about the Fores i * thi
Isa b_usincss concern. In thcsf: ﬁiﬁﬁ?em{h On:_: Sldef‘ osft;:fs hlzjxsc p:?;?r?e?c:
high it is most desirable that the Fore STl g8 : : =
st Department should indulge in pro
paganda. They should adyertise their timber lain how it could be
seasoned, what types arc most suitable for different kinds of work, and
jnform us where it can be obtained. eRi B30 I JR
ork%r?mzﬁc;b}vgtmd VaSEI:' Government’s consideration that in the light of
woL gth : hOI‘ Vehicles Act Rules for one year, it may be possible to
rechW €m With a view to removing many inequalities and injustices.

n conclusion we hope that Government will ise that our criticism
is intended to be constructive, W o Wi LEoeRiES o Red

: ; . €, perhaps, more than most, realise their
difficulties. We, too, appreciate o -v the new Reforms
offer for a real improvement in the o :‘?'rte-at opportunity P S
hope that they will have vision to b Om O eI ¢

see, faith to act, and courage to persevere,
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Dr. MAHENDRANATH SAIKIA: Sir, many hon. members have
subscribed their estcemed speeches as valuable contributions towards the
proceedings of the budget session of the Assembly and some important
details of the present budget have already been commented upon. 1 do
not wish to waste the valuable time of the House by rcpeating what others
have said already. I may be allowed to touch on one or two points only,
The budget as stated by many is an immitation of the budgets of the past
bureaucratic Government with the exception that some attempts have been
made in the nation-building departments to satisfy to a little extent the
public needs ; but that also has been donein a considerably low scate in
proportion to the expectations of the people under the present democratic
Government. Before we go to make our comments on the present budget
we must not fail to realise the responsibilities of a legislator of an autonomous
province and that we should keep in mind that it is we who are going to
rule the province and not the bureaucratic Government of the old days. Sir,
I do not hesitate to say that this Ministry, that is to say the present Govern-
ment, is our Governmen! as we have extended our support to the present
Ministry with the expectation that they will adopt all possible measures to
relieve the sufferings of the masses and as such we shall be making reasonable
demands from time to time from the side of the pour people of the province.

We all certainly have given pledge to our respective consti.tucncics to
give them various kinds of relief, but when we look to the financial position
of the Assam Government as is disclosed in the present budget, we prefer
going back to the primitive stage throwing all the paper resolutions into the
waste paper basket, to making any atiempt to keep pace with the time

f I ivilization. .
3 thgilz-fcf[sz::xdgf'af]wﬁ ar':ot(: that many hon. members of this House haye
tabled hundreds of resolutions making demands for grants for roads, water
supply, dispensaries, medical school, university, high court, agricultura}
schemes, education, etc., the sum total of which will exceed ten times the
present income of Government. {

Sir, on the other hand resolutions are coming forth for. 50 per cent.
land revenue reduction, for reduction of local rates, for the writing off of the
agricultural loan, ctc., which I Fhinlc will considerably ‘Icad towards bring-
ing Government to a standstill, not to speak of taking up of any new
schemes into their hands. s

Again, Sir, the big number of proposals for formation of enquiry com-
mittees which I have come across in the list of resolutions tabled to be
moved in this session by many of the hon. members of this House, together
with the committees already for_med, will no doubt exhaust a consider-
able portion of the Government income.

I do not know, Sir, how far we are justified in accusing Government
when we want to reduce the income on the receipt side and at the same time
demand for more money on the expenditure side of the budget, We must
be able to realise the difficulties of the time when the portfolios will. come
to such of us as are criticizing the present budget, However, Sir there
arises the question of topheavy Government. For that, Sir, the ;)rcsent
Ministry cannot be held responsible, asthey have no power beyond the
Government of India Act of 1935, except on retrenchment of the provin-
cial establishment. So let us watch patiently what line of action thE other
provinces take in the matter. :

Sir, turning to the important problem of education, I beg to say that
much has already been said for compulsory Primnary education, Now I
may be allowed to mention that we are all gratified to find that there has

been a great impetus for higher education amongst the fcmales. There
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is a gradual increase of girl students in the Cotton College, Gauhati. But
many people are objccting to co-cducation.  If funds would permit, I would
ask Goverameat to take steps for the establishment of a girls’ colleze
at Gauhati. But at any rate it is high time that provision should be made
immediately for separate girls’ sections in the Cotton College. I congratu-
late the Education Minister for giving a grant to the Silchar College to
enable them' to open-girls’ sections. I hope he will not grudge in alloting
some money to the Cotton College for the purpose. At the same timel
would request the -Hon’ble Education Minister to allot a considerable
amount for the Girls’ High School at Nowgong, which is the only headquar-
ters town in the province without a High School for the girl students.

Sir, now I beg to draw the attention of Government to the poor
agriculturists, the poor mass people. What is the present condition of the
agriculturists in these days of economic depression ? Thousands of plots of
cultivable land are being put to sale for realisation of arrears of revenue every
year and are being sold for want of high bidders at much lower prices.

Sir, if anybody in the name of humanity wants to do any good to the
suffering mass of people, it is the poor agriculturists who deserve our sympa-
thy and attention more than anybody else at the present moment. Sir,
these poor, people are crying, not for motorable roads, not for another medi-

fw
cal school, not for a university and not for a high court, at the present mo-

.ment, but for a reduction of land-revenue by 58 per cent. which in their esti-
~mation will give them new vigour and life in the new era. Sir, my idea is to

tax the rich to relieve the poor. I beg to recommend _1and revenue 1eduction
even by more than 50 per cent. to those agriculturists only whose land-

_revenue does not exceed Rs. 25.  As the question of land-revenue reduction

has become burning topic of the day and a necessity, I hope Govern-
ment. will give a favourable consideration to the matter.
Now coming to the Department of Agriculture, I am sorry to say that

_this department has rather been a burden on the agriculturist than being

of any good being done to them. A reformed scheme should be prepared
to hold the department responsible for the agricultural produce of the pres

_vince and the economic condition of the poor agriculturists.

Siry with these few words I beg to resume my seat.
Basu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Sir,on the 3rd of August at

3 p. m., while sitting in this hall of the dead or the sleeping as D= B. C.

Roy puts i.t-—I fell into a reverie, when I saw before me the appari‘tion of
five magicians one after another, I was awakened by the first voice ‘To

-make a start’’.

My mind travelled over a long period of histor {:rom Ward down to
Scottand  heard the self-same Crg)-’—}?“start, start, st?:rt"’ The gamble of

starts leads to nowhere or it may lead even to disaster as some of us may

.kn_ow. from a race-course. Sir, the magician’ + ive. - He deceives
this Hoqsc into the Iz_oclief that the budg:ggﬁlsl sz;ﬁfctcﬁ d;i(:ivmisappropriates
the credit dqe to Sx‘r Otto Niemeyer or the India Government. But in
order to avoid detection, he has cleverly kept the donations from the Cen-
tral Government for rural uplift beyond the reach of the hon. members
It has been ‘“charged” as if to a thousand wvolts. Danger, Beware. :

Then appeared the second magician priding on the highest expenditure:
‘on education. My awakened faculty of association drove my mind to
another magician, the one of Sabarmati who cries—‘mass education for
little 'or no money’’. The one before us spoke of traditions and orthodoxy
mating with modernism and the other  would ply away to the salwik
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regime 6000 years old and yet would dally with the ulta-modernism of
Leningrad. Where do we stand ? Shall we have to wait till the fight
of ideals is over ? In the neantime Cunninghams and Smalls will have a
merry time of it in decciving and blighting the budding flowers of the
nation.

Curiously enough this magician is also the gurdian angel of the hoary
forests of Assam, but unfortunately his cherubs and seraphs eat upall the
fruits leaving the pecls and rinds for the Government and the people.

After another interval came another magician into my ken. I seemed:
to recognise him as a missing comrade. He appeared rather anxious not
to be discourteous to old associations. Appalling poverty indeed touches
him (or his old self ?) The weird magician satisﬁcs.hls consci.ence with the
pious wish of starting a small fund as insurance against calamitous floods.

Next came the fourth expert in the black art—a lifc-.iong devotee of _th.c-
opium problem. Long ago he contemplated a finis to his race for prohibi-
tionin 8 years, twice eight have gone by, still he seesno- end. Grown cau-
tious by experience he has exchanged his ‘‘opium-8” into an indefinite
“few years” for the body engineers called Civil Surgeons do not know how
to close the leak of new Opiﬁm-passes every year.

ot Last came a voice which seemed hardly to affect my senses. I felt as
if in the midst of a country which was sinking decper and deeper into the
fathomless depths of darkness, Suddenly I was startled by a ery of silver-
lining. He has faith on the ennobling " ‘example of sturdy Punjab. I
thought to myself—why not save all the trouble of travelling 2,000 miles to
distant Punjab and the cost thereof ? Purchase at much lesser cost copiés
of . Calvert’” and distribute them broadcast. In vain the half-naked ma-
8iclan cried ““Official inspection, hedgerow texts will not do. Live and
work among the villagers and by force of example educate them to energy
and association.” The young magician spoke of co-operation as the pivot
of agricultural and industrial development. But the proceedings of co-ope-

rative societies in the files of Director are a dismal proof of failure of mere
direction and imitation.

. Now coming to the question of finance, T would say that the Hon’ble Mi-
nisters have not unthinkingly wedded the province on a mere impulse of pas-
sion for office without discussing beforehand ways and means for running the
household at least for the sake of avoiding divorce proceedings. I hope they
have studied the disposition of provincial finance under the new Act and have
not accepted it in a sprit of abject helplessness. -Sir, as yet we have not heard
anything from the Treasury Bench as regards their own schemie of retrench-
ment. ‘But so far as taxation is concerned we are astounded to hear of some
novel canons namely discrimination between district and district valley and
valley. We read in our Schooldays that the wonderful pcrsonalit;/ Aurangzeb
put “Jizia” on Rajputana but during the closing days of his life withg tlc
vision of impending ruin of his carefully preserved empire, he found out h}c
mistake and gave some sound advice in letters to his son Azim Sir, 1 e lci
support even the “‘Jizia” on the ground of right of COI:I uest’ f—?;
our new rulers led by the valiant Knight conquered the permarcllentl . s ttlvg
area ? We heard of one expedition to Kulaura, e i

Revenue can be levied on lands, revenue can be levied on persons, but
we always spend for the person, the citizen. So in .

: ; : a discussion of levy of
cess on land, there is no room for discussion QUL

: : n of expenditure which is for the
person. Yet, Sir, we have heard such discussion in this House and you

have been pleased to allow it Such discussions are A A ] et
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wgreed to by this House that the expenditure for the benefit of the popu-
lation of a district must be confined within its revenue limits—a most per-
micious principle which goes against the fundamental idea of provincial

* dintegrity.

y Sir, the Hon’ble Ministers have missed the basic principle of taxation.
It is the faculty theory with progressive form of distribution that finds favour
with modern economists. Congress has also generally agreed to this princi-
ple. Are the Ministers ready to tax the superfluities of the rich and the
excess of the land portion of their income over Rs.2,000 in order to find out
money for nation-building purposes ?

Sir, it is a budget of the rich folk and political adventures expecting a
share in ‘the spoils of the budget policy. Increment in the scale of salaries
following the political movement of 1905 enabled the Bengalee and Assamese
officers in plain dhuty to put on a hat but without the tie. After the politi-
«al movement of 1920 we find Navy Cuts in their mouths as 2 result of the
Lee-Largess. This is how the nation is being emusculated. Sir, we have
‘heard nathing rew besides the detailed figures of mere running the depart-
ments as of old. Why not take a nap and leave the budget preparation
and presentation to good old Mr. Jones ?

Sir, we have neticed with amusement the opposition given to ‘the
budget by the members behind the Treasury Bench which has been
reshuffled during the budget discussion. It proves that the Ministry are
in possession not on the intrinsic merit of their scheme of things but on
other considerations. Do such Hon’ble members consider their speeches
-as mere petitioning ? Would they come over to the benches_ opposite if
Government do not modify the budget in response to their demand ?
& draw your attention, Sir, to the point as you are the custodian of the
dignity of the House.

Allow me, Sir, to add a few words in my capacity asthe representative of
a territorial Constituency, The Sub-Registry of Barlikha has been retren-
ched long ago to the immense hardship of the people who have l?ccn taggcc;l
to the Beanibazar Sub-Registry office situated at a considerable distance and

* ‘badly connected by communication. The popular demand for the restora-

tion of the Barlikha office is unequivocal.

~ The -existing road system for connecting Maulvibazar straight with Ka-
rimganj was the Latu-Hingazia Road which runs through the heart and ‘thc
Ppopulous part of the Suhdivison but the communication has been diverted inte
- circuitous way through a few tea gardens and a vast area of desolate jungles
perhaps giving facilities to the officers to draw higher travelling allowance
and see their friends on the way. Ifthe Latu-Hingazia Road is made fit

or motor traffic, there will be marketing facilities for the products of
Hakaluki to the ultimate gain of Government. '

_ Then the blokade of water passage by the road from Bailikha to Haka-
luki and by the bunds put up on the Government fisheries is responsible for
-early innundations and chronjc failure of crops in Pargannas Chhotalikha,
Barlikha, Pathoria, Bahadurpur ete, It adversely affects the sanitation as
well.  Many families have 'migfa'ted from this area to save their lives,
People are crying hoarse over the matter of out-let for water. But it is all
a cry in the wilderness. The condition of Panchakhanda and Churkhai
Pargannas is no better for the same reason of absence of suitable out-let for
water., Sir, out of a Catalogue of thousand and one grievances, I narrate
only the most urgent oncs to draw the attention of Government with all
the emphasis I can command for Tedress of the grievances.
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With these few words I give my response to the invitation offered on
the 3rd August to be delivered to proper quarters through you Mr. Speaker
Sir. :

Mavravi DEwan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY: On 4
point of information, Sir, regarding the question of ‘Jizia’ raised by my hon.
friend Mr. Aditya, is it not an indirect insinuation and reflection on the
Muslim community ? Will he kindly withdraw his irrelevant remark ?

Basu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: In my mind it was never
meart to offend any community and 1 meant no disrespect to any-
body. However, if any community takes offence, I do ot desire to offend
it and may accept his suggestion, bu§ my friend should read the speech as a
whole beforehand and gather the spirit. < ali iy k .

Mavravi GYASUDDIN AHMAD :  Sir, I risc on this occasion to speak

on the budget that has been presented before t!u:s House. i 'Ehe: pre-
sent cabinet has assuned the charge of the Ministry only in April last
with the inauguration of the new Constitution and during this short period
the Hon’ble Ministers have prepared a budget with the available resources
that have come to their hands.  Sir, a more liberal budget on _i.he
various nation-building departments with better prospect. of expansion
would have averted a ruthless criticism from opposit.ion. A Jook into
the budget shows an extravagant expenditure towards the maintenance
of Government officials with their paraphernalia, forgetful of the real
development of tle ideas in practice. A protracted and long tour
of the heads of the departments incurring heavy expenditure towards their
travelling allowarce will not certainly improve public health, will not
ameliorate the condition of the raiy>ts nor will it thrive the village co-opera-
tive societies.

Sir, in this connection I may be permitted to add a few lines regarding

the various Municipalities of the Province. These days we have
talked and heard much of therural areas. Should we forget the towns ?
Have they been treated as so many excluded arcas ? It is an admit-
ted fact that both the poor and the rich livein the town—they live in
the town and from morning till they go to bed they are taxed and taxed
heavily. Perhaps Sir, in every town of this province, there are innumerable
cases of T. B. This dreadful and fatal disease is wiping out the
signs of many families from this province. What have Govern-
ment done in order to fight out and prevent the spread of this disease 2
Do not Government consider it their duty to find out ways and means to
fight out this fell disease ? In the name of humanity I request the Hon‘ble
Minister in charge of Public Health, to think for a moment about the mental
worries and agonies of the families who have been affected by the attack of
this fell disease and then let him say whether the contributions made towards
the various Municipalities are adequate to tackle this vital problem. Sir, I
do not understand why there have been two departments—Medical and
Public Health, why we are more concerned with the technicalities of the
depariments when both of them deal with people’s health and administration
of medicines ?  What is the necessity of maintaning both Inspector General
of Givil Hospitals and the Director of Public Health at a cost of Rs.33,000
and Rs.27,600 annually with their incidental costs of establishments ? Can
a \dehmt province, in the name of Public Health, indulge in the maintenance
of two Assistant- Directors of Public Health at annual cost of Rs.12,900. In
my opinion, Sir, these two departments should be amalgamated in the
interests of the public in order to give more relief to the suffering humanity.
We should not forget, Sir, that if the people of Assam have got good health,
they will tcerainly earn more wealth in order to finance this poor province
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 Sir, some of the hon. members of this House, have shown by substraca

tions and deductions that the Hon’ble the Finance Minister has presented the
budget on fictitious figures. Whatever the figures shown by the Hon’ble
Finance Minister may be, he is prepared to follow the expenditure as shown
by him. He has assured this House of the formation of a Committee of
Resources and Retrenchment and he hopes to present before this House the
next budget a more liberal and hopeful one. As one of the participators
into -the destinies of the people of this poor province I should like to know
from the Hon’ble the Finance Minister whether we get any portion of the
Excise duty on matches that are prepared at the Assam Match Factory at
Dhubri, by the local labour with Goalpara timber. This excise duty goes
to the Central Fund. In normal times this factory gives an annual income
of over 4 lakhs by way of excise duty, At least half of this; if not more,
should come to.our province.

Sir, Hon’ble Education Minister has said in his speech that the total sum
provided for education is the highest expenditure in the present budget.
While thanking him for an.endeavours he has made for getting lion’s share
under the head education I must bring it to his notice that though this sum
is a lion’s share it ishardly adequate to mect the growing demands of the
people. Every civilised nation in the world has thought about and acted up
to the removal of illiteracy. They have passed that stage and now they are
running a race as to their scientific d:velopments and inventionts. But
Indians as a subject race have been put to much restrictions and even if
they wish, they get very little scope.

In this connection, I think, I shall be failing 1 my duty towards my
district if I do not try to impress upon this House the position ?f Goalpara
in the matter of education. The Government ar¢ maintaining only two
secondary schools one at Dhubri and the other at Goalpara in the district,
having a population of over ten lakhs. Goalpara people are grateful to
the Zemindars of the district who are maintaining 4 more secondary schools.
But for this liberal donation by the young zemindars pfChapatid e
would not have dreamt of the Lady Kerr Girls’ High School—but for the
endeavour of the late Pir of Jaleswar Goalpara would have gone without
a senior Madrassa. ‘I'he culture of Sanskrit language is stll alive at
Gouripur through the generosity of the Rajabahadur of Gouripur. The
growing nceds of the people of the district were not satisfied. ‘The. con-
sciousness of removing the illiteracy from the backward tribal people arose
in the minds of our tribal brethren and with this end in view they them-
selves _have started a High school at Kokrajhar—a place chiefly occupied
by our Bodo brethren. They have approachcd Government for taking
up _ that school bLut up till “now nothing has been done and I do not find
anything in the budget. I request the Hon’ble  Minister in charge of
Education not tq nip in the bud the ambitioa of the original inhabitants of
the district.  From the vicinity of Goalpara town up to the border of
Mymensingh district this vast tract having a population of over 2 lakhs
within the district of Goalpara was going on without a High School. The
people felt the necessity of a High School. Thanks are due to our hon,
M. L. A., friend Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan who gave a start
to a High School at South Salmara with the help of the leading
jotedars of the locality, A deputation waited upon His Excellency Sir
Michal Keane, the late! Governor of Assam, at South Salmara on his way
to Tura in February of 1934 ang placed before him the necessity of a high
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school there. Fortunately for me, Sir, I was one of the deputationists and
at the informal talk His Excellency suggested a monthly grant of Rs.100.
But I do not know Sir, if the case of this school was ever taken up for consi-
deration of the Hon’ble Minister in ¢charge of Education of the present cabinet
or of the Minister of the old Legislature. The jotedars and tenants are
hard hit and they cannot maintain the school, the result béing that it isin
a tottering condition,

Sir, I must record an emphatic protest against the action of the
Education Dcpartment which has altogether negiccted the problem of
providing sufficient funds for the expansion of Lady Kerr Girls’ High School,
at Dhubri and against the non-recognition of Kokrajhar and South Salmara
High Schools. It is for want of funds that Lady Kerr Girls’ High School is
going on without a Moslem hostel for girls and without any provision
for Islamic teaching. Though this institution is labouring under much
difficulty it has been securing the first place in the matter of securing the
scholarships and getting highest number of successful students in the matric
‘examination. Government cannot ask us—as they did when we could
not understand the patting policy of the Government—to go to the district
zemindars for help. The zemindars have done what they could. Now
their funds are limited. Government have provided in the permanent~
ly-settled area ofthe Surma Valley a College at an enormous cost, the
Keane bridge. when the province was growning under heavy burden of
‘debts—a technical school—a Sanskrit College and many other things. The
Government have been maintaining the Cotton College, Berry-White
Medical School--the Tea Planting districts with “Paris Roads,” We regret
for the stepmotherly treatment Goalpara has reccived at the hands of
Government.  Sir, we do not grudge the other districts or Valleys having
all the advantages and privileges for the common good of the people, but
why should Goalpara be precluded from having such privileges and
-advantages ?

In this connection Sir, may I -enquire of the Hon’ble Finance Minister
‘what explanation he can give before this House why not a single farthing
had been allotted for the Dhubri subdivision from the Road Board Fund by
the old regime. The treatment we have received at the hands of
Government naturally has aroused a suspicion in the minds of the Goalpara
people that, perhaps, the Assam Government do not want us to be with
Assam. If that be so, Sir, let Assam Government bid us farewell and we
will try our lot elsewhere. Goalpara should not be treated as a financier of
other districts of this province. ;

Our Hon’ble Revenue Minister has been the object of much criticism
for the portfolio he holds. An exponent of reduction of Land Revenue,
as a Councillor in theold Legislature—he has taken up this portfolio under
the New Constitution and I am-sure he feels his difficulty now to keep up
the balance if there be 50 per cent. reduction in land revenue. As a true
representative of the mass with his slogan in the election propaganda I am
sure he has not forgotten the lots of the poor tenants'who can hardly
meke their both ends meet in these days of economic depression. We are
all here demanding more money for the uplift of the mass, Let us think
very seriously whether it is possible to meet the popular demands if there be
50 per cent. reduction in land revenue. If wecan make a reduction at
least by one fourth by way of retrenchment and by aholitj
then 50 per cent. reduction in land revenue is possible,
Hon’ble the Revenue Minister will preve himself worthy
he holds,

on of some posts,
Let us hope our
of the portfolio

vd
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Sir, let me say a few lines about the co-operative movements in Assanr.
We all know, Sir, Refegine, the father of German co-operative movement has
set an example to the world by solving the economic question of Germany.
In India, the Punjab is an eye opener to us. The co-operative movement in
Assam is in its infant stage and I would request the Hon’ble Minister im
charge of this portfolio to find out a Refegine for Assam. By co-operative
movements the economic condition of the mass can be improved to a great
extent. The Registrar or for the matter of that the Assistant Registrars:
having expert knowledge in that line must not confine themselves only to
checking the accounts of the Central Banks in the towns. If they really
want to do real service to the country and to the people they must come in
touch with the village banks ; they must infuse the spirit of co-operation
amongst the villagers ; they muss educate the mass as to what co-opcrative
movement means—what its effects are- 3 : ;
 Agricultural developments go side by side with co-operative movement.
The sums provided for this department are quit€ i_nsufficxcnt to meet the
growing needs of the people. We find the activity of the dcpargments of
agriculture and industry in a moribund condition. Oaly providing 20
pumps in the Surma Valley and 2 or 8 in the Assam Valley can hardly
reccive any appreciation. Half an hour’s inspection by InSpccfmg officers:
and three hours’ writing of report on the inspection can hardly improve the.
condition of the agriculturists. What have Government done towards
the protection of the plough cattle of the agriculturists. Are Govern-
ment aware that some zemindars are more prompt in settling lands with
tenants for realisation of reats than to think for thgbplo}ugh cattle that are
the main weapon for the agriculturists, ‘511. 2 \:ﬁ}:m;ln _Lftgu‘r.le, the
then Revenue Member, rightly said in co:muctl-):and Manl.;m fhmal talk
over the question of allowing the South Salmara achar thana

5 ; hat the agricultyr;
: . he Garo Hills, t 1€ agr] urist kee
people, to .graze their cattle in the ny goats. Sit, Withats =i P

animals which may be treated as so ma ng
ground cattle cannot have fodder, and without lf O{ﬁi{: tiz}cgveiinnm <G
Sir, I cannot but express before this House oy ment haye

aro Hills cattle and South Sajma
he G w how His Excellency the Vicercr;;

The authorities should realise
demics on the emaciated cattje

nsequently for the non-paymen;

introduced a line systein between t
and Mankachar cattle. Sir, I do not kno
will take this restriction put on the cattle.
that the annual ravage by rinderpest and epi
1s one of the causes for failure of crops and €0
of rent.

Sir, T must confess that the Hon h
ment will be greatly embarrassed to finance t

‘be 50 per cent. reduction of land revenue and :
Bl passed. ‘Every memiber of this House has given pledge to pje

constituency to give reliefin one form or the ofl’lt?fl'lsi Ii“:d IIatm‘ sure, ‘the
popular -demand will get precedence OVEr other tl & I:et 1s ‘true thig
House will be loathe to put fresh taxation on the peopc. Us hope that

sple Minister for Local ‘Self Govery,.
= various local boards if thepe
if the Local Rate Amendmen;

‘the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Local Self-Government will find oyt money

in consultation with-other Hon’ble Ministers to feed the Local Self-Goyerq.
ment institutions-of the province.

Sir, criticism on the budget rightly or wrongly gives us a scope to

‘realise the financial “position of this poor province and let us, as members

of this democratic institution work out our plan of work on the principle—
«born for the people, bred for the people, for whom should we serve but
for the pcople,™
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Basy KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Sir, many criticisms and suggestions,
some of which are very valuable have alrcady been made by the hon.
members who have spoken before me. As I agree with most of these
suggestions, I do not like to repeat them and take the valuable time of the
Hon. House. Sir, some of the hon. members of this House have already
submitted long catalogues of local and provincial grievances. Though my
constituéncy and my subdivision—Karimganj—is no less loud in its cry for
more tanks, more wells, more hospitals, more schools miore veterinary
dispensaries, 1 do not like to add to that list as'T anticipate that no useful
purpose will be served by lengthening that list. Now, Sir, coming to the
budget itself though I shall be lacking in courtesy it I do not join the
hon. members in offering customery felicitations to the Hon’ble Prime
Minister at least, for presenting a surplus budget after deficit of years, 1
must frankly confess Sir, that the budget of 1937-38 which has been
presented before the House is disappointing and discouraging, (hear, hear).
This is the first budget under the new constitution and we were naturally
looking forward to a document which would break new ground and bring
us new hopes and ‘new aspirations but that hope, Sir, to our utter regret,
has not come to be true. With the inauguration of the provincial autonomy,
however disappointing and however hope_lcs§ it may be, there has been
complete change in the control of provincial finance. Formerly in pre-
reformed days the Hon’ble Ministers were given only shares of the
-provincial revenue to administer their clcpa_r'trpcnts and in that too they had
not complete control but now Sir, “ the position has been otherwise. OF
course, there are some reservations and we nc?d not bother about those
reservations at present but with these reservations the Hon’ble Finance
Minister has now full control of the provincial finance, and he can now ‘do
whatever he likes with the money at his disposal. So, ‘Sir, in these circums-
tances is it not natural for us to expect that this budget would be something
quite different from the wooden, unfczchng and a lifeless budget with which
we have been regaled year after year. The Hon’ble Ministers have taken office
for five years—atleast they hope tO?COIltlnue for five years—but what is their
policy, what is their programme f Have we got any indication of that
policy in the budget that has been presented before the House ?  Time and
again, Sir, in the pressand platform they have been persistently pressed

to declare what will be their policy and what will be their programme but
they have persistently and stubbornly .rcm:«:inc:d silent.  Of course, Sir,
this is no doubta challenge to the public opinion and I hope public will
take a note of it. I do not cxpect that the Hon’ble Ministers will
remove illiteracy or drive away diseases or elfect economic uplift so as to give
¢ dal bhat ” to the masses within the course of aday. I do not expect
that but what I want, Sir, is that a comprehensive plan—a well thought-
out scheme should be prepared and a good beginning made without delay.
It may be, they may not have time to fulfil that programme, they may not
have the opportunity to comc to the end of that programme but we
want that they should atleast make a programme and make a good start
but they have not yet done so. Now if they make a programme, and if
they make an earnest attempt to give effect to that programme, there is no
harm, if they do not come to the end of their programme, Their successors
will begin the work where they leave—the plan will be there, the goal would
be there and the province will have opportunity to judge them by their
‘policy‘ and certainly render them all co-operation and sympathy if that
policy, if that programme goes to uplift the nation. Sir, of course, the
Hon’ble Ministers may raise the question of finance, Where will money
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province should have been debited on account of the loan taken from
‘the Government of India. From these facts we can see how far the budget
iprepared by the Finance Minister is in reality a surplus budget.

Sir, the afluirs of the Province from the rate-payers’ point of view: and
from the point of view of the people and the masses are c}cmonstrably in
-a bad condition. We are living on the terrace of a building the founda-
dion of which is not only shaky but also uncared for and unlook_ed ; after.
We have not only a costly system ef administration which renders it difficult
for the necessary things being done for those below but also a _G‘rOve‘rnme:-nt,
which absorbed ‘as it is in its own stability and self preservation, is blind
and has turned deaf ears to the nceds of the masses. We are told that
everything can not be donein one day but have we made a beginning any
where ? This Government is the custedian of a great trust. Has Gow
ernment discharged that trust faithfully ? e

If the Hon’ble Ministers could do no more but to express Sympathies,
pious wishes and apologies for not being able to do this for want of time or
dunds it would be better -to close up this business. -

Bagu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURY : Sir; as I take
‘ay stand this afternoon in this mighty hall of all henourables, my mind goes
‘back to the hungry millions ¢o the have-nots, for whose .interests we have
rcomc¢ here and for whom Congress thought it fit to fight the election. I
understand ‘every member of this House including the Hon’ble Ministers
-have in their-election manifesto given certain _promises o the electorates.
-Now I would ask the hon. members of the House to scan the budget from
figure to figure, {rom page to page and to find out what is there. When
ithey leave this House can they take back any ray of hope to the
peopleto say that their grievances have been looked after and would
be looked after ? I would ask the Hon’ble Ministers to take the sporting
«chance of resigning on the issue of the budget and get themselves re-elected.
-But I am afraid.if Ido not congratulate the Hon’ble Finance Minister, I
:shall be lacking in the customary practice of congratulating him. I find,
<however, .in going through the budget only one facter for which I can con-
.gratulate him. I congratulate him for the ingenious manipulatien of the
‘budget figures by which a really deficit budget has been presented as a
surplus budget. * I do not know whom to praise for this, whether the Finance
Minister or Mr. Jones who went to Bombay te get enlightment on the
financial condition of the Province. Sir, the theory of the surplus budget
-has vanished in the horizen after we have heard -the speeches of the hon.
members,

I do not like to detain the House by dilating upon this point, but there
‘are one or two matters which I should like to mention. The Government
of India has of course given us a grant of 45 lakhs but has saddled us with a
liability of 90 lakhs on account of State Provident Fund. No light .has been
thrown how this liability is going to be met. Again of the 45 lakhs we are
going to get only 30 lakhs from next year. Moreover the legacy of the last

Government amounting to Rs.46 lakhs 78 thousand is to be met by a loan. -

The real character of the estimated enhanced reccipt under Land Revenue
.and Jute duties has been shewn by my friend Mr. Omeo Kumar Das.

. Moreover the estimated additional amount of Rs.2,50,000 under head

¢ Stamps * is due to the enhanced stamp duties which was opposed by the
whole country. I ask the hon. members to ponder and.say whether it
is a surplus budget ? T have not the robust optimism of Sir Saadulla ‘and
the whole financial aspect of the provirice fills me with dispair and dismay.
I, Sir, therefore, submit that the budget is really a deficit budget. Again we
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have in charge of Excise a Minister whose profession is to cater to the spiri-
tual needs of the people—whose whole scheme ought to have been aimed at
prohib'ition. The excise revenue receipts of over 35 lakhs show how he is
‘catering to the spiritual needs of the people. Are we to take it, Sir, that

lure of high office has driven Jesus from the arena of politics ?

. Tus Hon’sre REev. J.J.M. NICHOLS-ROY: Does the hon. member
‘mean to say that there has been any increase over 35 lakhs ?

... Basu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURY: Ido not say
‘that. What I say is that the revenue cstimate goes up to more than 35 lakhs.
'" _Thisis one side of the picture. Let us, Sir, examine the other
wside of the total estimated expenditure of Rs.2,82,f18_0,009, The bulk of
.the revenuc has . been engulfed by General Aquu:stranon and Police ;
_the flesh has been taken away, only the skeleton remaining for the nation
building departments. The general administration shows an increase of 9
Adakhs o3er that in 1934 and police 6 lakhs. Tl‘us is the real position. :

Liet us examine the new schemes, The other day the Education Minis-
ter waxed cloquent on his cducation budget. For a total population of
862,251 there is a total grant of Rs.50 thousand fo_r'thc extension of primary
education—an extension indeed. I wquld leave it to‘ the ﬂpuse to say
whether this programme touches the fringe of the prob:cm of illiteracy. We
have heard of the Conference and the tall talks of village reconstraction..
What has this show produced—a grant of Rs.10,000. Is it not a jest—a,
mirage ? It would have been better if no mention was made of it. To
add insult to injury, there is, Sir, the huge sum of M.I,SOQ for solving the
question of unemployment—a real solution indeed. Is it nota collosal
hoax-? Whereas we have a new scheme to spend Rs.34,130 to construct a
residential building for the Superintendent of Police at Dhubri, I am
reminded of the old saying—while Rome was burning, Nero was fiddling.
These figures would have shamed anybody out of office. 'Is there no sense
of decorum even ? May I ask the Hon ble Ministers what they mean by it?
Do thay think that the.whole country has gonc mad and they are, therefore,
providing for the additional grant to the Tezpur Mental Hospital. This
is autonomy. May heaven sparc. I am tempted to organise a thanksgiving
day, an address of welcome to the Hon’ble Ministers for these grants,

The Ministry has waxed clogquent as regards the grant for rural recons-
truction by the Government of India. I fzu% to understand ; we want light.
What this Government has to do w1th_1t ? The Ministry may find pleasure
in this agency, but I regret I cannot give them_an_y credit. '

Now turning to the real needs of the district and the constituency
Frepresent, I would ask the hon. members to scan the budget and
find out what portion of the capital expenditure for new schemes is going
to be spent in the Surma Valley. The other day, we heard enough from
the Revenue Minister as to starving the local boards of the Assam Valley.
May we know whether he had the lion’s share in framing the new schemes ?
The hand of the witch, as used by the Revenue Minister, is seen here parti-
cularly. More than 8 lakhs were spent for the Sylhet Medical School. The
buildings are the standing monuments of disgrace to the Government. Has

the present lMinistry taken the least care to complete the scheme? Land for

the landless, annual recurrence cof flood and want of pure drinking water are
the greatest scourge of the district of Sylhet, What steps have Govern-
ment taken to remove that ? The landless labourers of Sylhet, comprising
one-third of the total population, were asked by a late Governor, Sir Laurie
Hammond, to cmigratc to Upper Assam, Does the invitation still stand ?
Is there any emigration programme of Sir Saadulla ?
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As regards floods, Government spent nearly 5 lakhs since 1929 in  the
shape of agricultural loans. A Flood Enquiry Committee was appointed;:
but its recommendations have been thrown into the waste paper ' basket.
No waterways division has yet been created. Kusiara, Manu, Barak,
Surma—the whole river system in the Surma Valley—is drying up. In my
constituency, Hail Haor and the river Gopla aré silting up. The only
result is, flood every year—a normal affair of existence. A question was put
Sir, to get the approximate loss of crops—Government in right bureaucratic
style replied that they had no information in the matter. I boldly assert,
Sir, the total loss of crops is not less than half. s 5.
__ Asregards industry and agriculture the recommendations of the ‘Sugar
Committee have been neglected and how the grant of the Government ~'of
India is being spent, the less said the better. o
~ Now coming to the question of water supply, I have personal experience
I have seen in this hot weather ladies and youngsters going three or four
miles for drinking water. Cholera broke out in South Sylhet and it wag
admitted by the local doctors that the scourge was mainly due to want of
pure water supply. Even in the town of Maulvi Bazar the total population
had to depend for drinking water upon a single tank. Is it not scandalous?
May we know from the Hon’ble Ministers what they have got to say ?.

This is the real character of the new dispensation. . In an All Fools™
Day, we have all been befooled. Provincial autonomy is cried from house
to house, we have the Government communique, the radio broadcasting to
sing the praisc of the new Act. I would appeal to the sensible ‘members
not to forget the staggering sight of the country, for which we have come
here, seated in this mighty hall in cushioned chairs, provided by the:
blood of those people, while the hungry havenots cry for more food, people
die slowly but surely for want of preventive measures, for medicine, mater-
nity welfare centres, ignorance stagger outsiders, while people look towards
the State for employment, for improvement of agriculture, industries—for
marketing facilities—for reduction of the cost of topheavy administration,
the engines of state merrily go on with its paraphernalia of Ministers draw- -
ing high salary, highly paid officials enjoying the cool climate of the hills,
We have the same top-heavy administration, the same redtapism, Gevern--
ment through departments—the same callousness—the same indifference to
the real needs of the country—the Criminal Investigation Department-dOgg.-

ing the footsteps of every public worker. I would ask the honourable mem-
bers to picture in their minds the real state of things. Is it autonomy ? Is-
there any programme ? Any looking forward ? I emphatically say, no,
The Jagannath’s car merrily goes on—the dogs bark but the caravan goes on,
to quote Sir Samuel Hoare. Well, might the Ministry say that weé cannot’
change the whole structure, the whole fabric in a day : but may I ask, is-
there any programme ? The Great War left Germany, Ttaly, Russia stag-+
gering. But what do we perceive to-day ? They are dictating to the whole’
world. ~*What has that been due to ? By the adoption of economic reco-
very plans spread through a period of years, all energics of the nation has'
been harnessed by the State for the good of the people. Has the Ministry:
given us any plan—any programme ? Let me now take the brief of the
Ministers. The Hon’ble Minister for Agriculture has rightly said, Sir, that
the agricultural and industrial prosperity depends on the success of the co-
operative movement. But with all apology to the Treasury Bench do - we
find any presence of co-operative mind between, say, two members of the
Treasury Bench ? I submit, in the nature of things, as the Ministry is
constituted, they cannot possibly have any programme. New programme
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indeed ! A thana here, an office building there—materials may be new, but
that is merely the old old story. Is there any plan to solve the major prob-
lem of the province, any clear conception of its interests 2 We shall hear
the interests of the province often repeated in this House. Outside the
great party, tO which I have the honour to belong, is there any single con-
ception as to what constitutes the interests of the province ? I find the
Treasury Bench has no mind at all in certain important matters ; they sail
to the wind of the opposition ; opposition really leads the House. This is
surely government by opposition. .'I:ho:sc who are in office are not backed
by a majority party. At every division a precarious crowd is gathered to
Ministry’s support. It is for this reason that Hon’ble Ministers cannot ini-
tiate any programme. Is it regpgns;ble Government ? Parliamentary
system is possible only where the Ministry has a programme.

I have the courage to put that forward, always ready to take the chance
of defeat, walking out blatantly throwing the challenge to the opposition to
work out its programme. Yct the Ministry holds together not on the
strength of a political programme, but by an undercurrent formula, of which
the less said the better. - I would leave it to the House to say if any good
administration is possible under the circumstances. In England convention
is that the bureaucracy is supreme in its own sphere of executing the policies
as laid down by the Ministry. But here, Sir, the Ministers interfere in the
day to day administration. They do not part with the patronage of employ=
ment, transfers, promotions, Government contracts, nominations, in spite of
the Public Service Commission whose jurisdiction must be limited. Teo
make support sure, these engines of oppression on the public at large ar€
daily requisitioned.

This is the real character of the new era, Sir. At every page of the
Budget this attitude is writ large. No boldness, no outlook, no looking
forward—but merely dragging on—merely the continuation of the old order-
I appeal to the hon. members to judge for themselves,

We are moving in a vicious circle, Sir. The white bureaucrats speak
through brown successors— the grip of imperialism—the chains of slavery—
tighten. 1t was well, Sir, that the new Constitution was inaugurated on an
All-Fools’ Day—I mean the 1st of April and the country has been befooled.
This Budget furnishes us additional ground for the congress decision to mend
or to end this sham constitution.

Sir, in regard to a local problem, I should like to speak a few words before
1 sit down. Just now I have received a representation that the Sub-Regis-
trar’s office at Balaganj has been abolished by the Government though there
is great need of the locality. It has been transferred to Tajpur at a distance
of about seven miles and there is no road connecting Balaganj with Tajpur
1 therefore hope, Sir, that the grievances of the 1 han o b

£ ; S people of Balaganj will be

looked into and if the Sub-Registrar’s office at Taj : B
. ; : ajpur cannot be shifted back
to Balaganj, there will be a second office at Balaganj to look to the interests of
the people living near about Balaganj. Sir, thg)pco e of B f]> € {nhcre o
to go during rains through Haors a distance of some Iie i 'la oL avs %h :
Sub-Registrar’s office at Tajpur. Thus they h 0 miles, 10 gt o
: : ey have to undergo great hardship.

With these few words I leave it to the consideration of th e

Sior GOPINATH BARDOLOL :  Sir, I st exores wy gratitude
to you for having allowed me to speak whe h st express my gratiti
£ s, Enca en there have been so many claims
in the House for participation in this budget dj n s y 5 ri
sy, S T ok s W iy

the hon, 7 s usu
Rt takcn by Eepberthe HOL\‘SE: in particular view of the
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fact that the Congress have come to the legislature after a lapse of seven years,
as a representative of their party. It may be my duty to present the out-
Jook of the Congress—its programme, its relationship with other parties that
are here and many other matters from the standpoint of the Congress. If,
therefore, in dealing with these subjects, I take just a little time more than
other members have taken, I will claim the indulgence of the House and of
the Hon’ble Speaker who presides over the House.

Sir, I have found that some hon. members during the course of the
debates have gone out and come in. Sometimes they have found, I suppose,
the debate rather insipid and sometimes rather more refreshing but I made
it a point to hear the debates through and through from every member
speaking, and from every section of the House giving expression to their
feelings and ideas, I wanted to know how far and to what extent the
budget that was presented by the Hon’ble Minister received support from
all the sections of the House. We the Congress members have always been
accused of being destructive critics ; we have always been accused of being
Jike wild bulls in China shops, but I was struck that the same attitude prac-
tically in all respects has been taken by a.II ofhcr sections of the house
excepting that portion of the House which is led by my hon. friend
Mzr. Hockenhull. Sir, we are all here to represent the cause of the various
communities in one way or the other. We have come here to represent the
masses—may be of different communities.—And persons who have actually
come to represent the masses have had only one thing to say namely that the
budget has been completely disappointing and that the finances are not in
the least sufficient to remove the grievances of any party. (Hear, hear).
Personally, I feel that if I could have allotments for even two wvillage roads
from this budget grants, I think, I would have expressed satisfaction, but
there is no room ever for that. What I really find is that, these expressions
of disappointment have been uttered by every member that I have heard.
There is one hon. member Khan Sahi.b Maulavi Sayidur Rahman whe was
trying to come to the rescue of the quistry. _He had started with a sort of
congratulatory utterance in the beginning of his _speech, but when he just
came to details, I think, he did not very much differ from the position that
was taken up by the Opposition bench (hear, hear).

Sir, if we just want to go behind to the figures of this budget, if we
just try to widen our outlook to find out the reason for all this, we will find
that it will be an impossibility for the Ministry to provide for the wants of
the people. I think, Sir, we h:iwc got to go very much beyond these
debates—I mean the discussions in this House to find out that reaggn, All
the same, Sir, I propose to show as briefly as possﬁglc the reasons why we
have been reduced to this position. When I consider that aspect of the
matter I do not have the same feeling of opposition towards the Minist
as many hon. members have expressed. I really have a feeling of pity for
them, and when I take personal elements into consideration my pity is often
times converted into sympathy. Sir, if you will only look deeper into th
matter, you will see that the whole thing has been due to the existence (i‘
an alien rule. I need not take up the time of the House by questiOni!:}
the right of our rulers to rule us. We have to accept it as a broad fact. Bu%:
we cannot ignore the evils which have been responsible for this degradation
of ours. Sir, if we try to analyse these factors, we will first see that we have
to maintain an army of occupation. I need not go into the details of the
figures but probably you all know that from more than 50 per cent. up to
33 per cent, of the imperial revenue is absorbed by this one item alone,
Sir, we all feel strongly about this and I must exercise my right to speak
hecause we also contribute to the maintenance of that army, 2
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Then, Sir, you will take into account the economic exploitation to which'

we have been subjected. I cansay that this could not have been possible
unless there was the existence of ‘thls al1_cn rule. You will find that as a
result of this policy our people in the villages, have been reduced to the
lowest stages of poverty and {‘Cglﬁds our little cottage industries have all
gone and the whole couptr}’SIdC as I_JCCD rcd_uced to a bleak of poverty,
literacy and disease. That has again been the result of combin-
licy w1t'h t'hc Policy of domination. Then, Sir, you
have another great evil which is also a part of the same rule and it is the
maintenance of a most EXPENSIVE public service in India. Sir, it is an
accepted fact. I suppos¢ and it is prob:_}bly‘ known to everybody in the
House, that the average income of an Indian is 2 to 4 rupees per mensem,
only. But what amount of money are we paying for this expensive machi-
nery ? I would like to put that in a country where the income of "an
ordinary man is 2 to 4 rupees, ma_mtpnancc of a system of public service each
servant of which has got to be paid in th_ousands and thousands is a positive
crime, and I say, Sir, this has been possible only for the reason that we are
under an alien Rule. Then, Sir, there are hundred other evils which I
donot propose to discuss here but the worst of them is that it has resulted in
our moral degradation and it pains me to notein this connection that we
all have come to imbibe what has been called the inferiority complex and
in that matter the Hon’ble Ministers will excuse me for saying that they do
not share this complex in any degree less than any other person. I shall
probably have to refer to this matter in a later stage of my speech, but
the fact remains that the Hon’ble Ministers have not been able to shake off
that inferiority complex which is so very necessary to run even the present
administration.

These evils were perceived by the Congress long before. It first started
with petitions, it passed resolutions, it requested Government, it believed in
the bona fides of the Rulers, but it was found, Sir, that nething would
improve matters. I will not take up the timeof the House by repeating
all that history of pledges given during the time of the War, to be broken
soon after the War was over. I do not also propose to take up the time of
the House in describing those circumstances which resulted in conference
between the half naked man and the Viceroy, Lord Irwin. But I desire
to say this that if the issue of independence was raised, it was raised at a
time—it was in 1930—when it was found that there was no alternative for
the amelioration of the conditition of the masses, no alternative for an
ordinary order of thing for Indians besides fighting out the issue of inde-
pendence. I do not also propose to take up the time of the House by
referring to those unhappy demaﬂm:ls that were made by different communities
in England during the Round Table Conferences, which made an united
Demand impossible ; but I would particularly refer to the fact that the
constitution which has resulted from those negotiations has been an absolute
failure so far as India is concerned and has been so retrograde as does not
give to the people of India any power necessary for self-government in
order to do away with the evils that I have just now complained of.

Sir, the House will kindly excuse me if I speak in greater details about
the limitations tha_t the Ft?deral Constitution has imposed upon us and I.
may briefly say, Sir, that in the matter of defence, it has not been given to
the hands of the Indians, we cannot be trusted with the defence of our
own country. Of course the Foreign Relation is out of question ; that

squalor, i C
ing:the economic po
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fnust remain with the Viceroy. The necessary power for trade and commerce
for a free country has not been given to us by the Constitution. The pre-
sent discrimination in favour of foreign capitalists and even racial discrimlpa—
tion infavour of the Britishers remain as before. The all powerful Ir.ldlan
Civil Service and Indian Police Service remain as they are ; the Railway
administration which drains several crores of rupees is taken absolutely
out of the hands of the Indian Legislature. But the worst feature of the
Federal Constitution is that we have been tagged on to a set of reactionary
States whose representatives will form part of the Federal Legislature. This
is done evidently with the idea of defeating the popular voice in matters
of the Government of the Federal State. The sum total of these, Sir, is
that instead of free Government, instead of independence that we had
claimed, we have a perpetuation of the old regime, the regime of exploitation
of the masses, the regime where alien rulers will continue to rule us with
impunity as before. Therefore, Sir, the COngr(?SS want to reject this
Federal Constitution. It would not be satisfied till it has done so in the
first place, by not allowing this Federal Constitution to function and if
itis to come at all in spite of this, by offering all resistence to the Federal
part of the Constitution.

In this connection, Sir, I want to make certain suggestions to the
Hon’ble Ministers, I particularly mean the Finance Minister in this matter.

I suppose the House is agreed that we contribute to the maintenance of
the Army in India. We feel, and I believe the House also feels—I do not
know -how a portion of the House led by Mr. Hockenhull feel—but I think
the rest of the House feel that the Army estimates are really too heavy, and
when we do contribute to the maintenance of that Army, I think it should
be up to us to move the India Government that the expenditure should be
curtailed on that account and that any saving from it should be made availe
able to the province.

I take it, Sir, that the Report of Sir Otto Niemeyer and the Award
given by Government under it is a part of the policy of Gentral Government.
Sir Otto Niemeyer seemed to be over anxious for the maintenance of the
Centre—an irresponsible Centre—and it is only natural for him to provide
very much’ more for it than the_-Ccntrc actually requires, thus depriving the
‘Provinces and keeping them within starving limits. I therefore want to
suggest for the acceptance of the House and for the consideration of the
Hon’ble Finance Minister that we should demand a reduction of the Arm:
estimates in order to make some funds available to the provinces, particularly
to our province. 1 "

Then when we come to the dispensation of the Act to
I think the evils are no less great. In the first place we have been divided
into so many interests, so many classes and communities each thinking on
its own line, that we fear that t}}e interests of the masses will be altogether
lost sight of. We have been given the mOost expensive services, I mean
the I. C. S., the I. P. S. and the other Imperial Services, and in this o
tion I want to say that I do not see any reason why all these Services cannot
be provincialised. When we have come to provincial autonomy why can-
not we accept this principle of provincial autonomy with regard to our
Services ?  While giving thf:m_ higher emoluments we have giveng 716 TCongi.
deration to the poorer Services—I mean the Mandals, Kanungoes, the

the provinces,

Then, Sir, you will see that the

owers of th i tt
‘have been kept absolutely unlimip ¢ Covemor in g

ted, and in matters like the Governor’s

salary—and the expenditure relating to the excluded areas we have no voice
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in the mafter—we cannot even discuss the Governor’s salary ; it is out of the
purview, out of the jurisdiction of this House. I do not see why that should
not be allowed. Even the King’s Civil List is allowed to be discassed in
‘the British Houses of Parliament. We pay for his salary, we are the repre-
sentatives of the people, and I do not understand why we should not be
allowed to discuss his salary. There are other matters regarding the
~excluded areas which we are not allowed ‘to discuss. We pay for them
and I do not see any reason why we should not have a voice in the matter.
Therefore T feel that in all these matters this so-called provincial autonomy
as been a failure—it is not autonomy—-it may be partial autonomy, it
‘cannot be a complete autonomy. Therefore the atfitude of the Congress is
‘that we cannot be satisfied with the Constitution that has been imposed
from outside. We must develop that Constitution ourselves and the Gonsti
*tution that has to be made, has 'to be ours, should be drawn up by ourselves
-and should be based on the suffrage of adult franchise from all communities,
hen and then only can it be a true Constitution framed by ourselves fot
ourselves and by ourselves. That is the demand of the Congress for a

Constituent Assembly and that demand we will keep before us till we have
‘achieved it, :

But, Sir, in doing so we do not forget the needs of the masses. We see
that millions of our countrvmen who live in the countryside want our help
and support ; we see that lakhs in this provinece alone die of malaria, we see
that Literacy in this province is only 7 per cent. of the entire popualation,
‘and we also see that people lie under the burden of heavy taxation and die
Premature deaths of preventable diseases. Therefore the position of Fhe
‘Congress in this respect is that they will make use of this present Gonstsltu-uon
or doing such good to the masses as may be possible, and the Hon’ble the
‘Chief Minister can take it from us that if they will move any proposal for
the amelioration of the condition of the masses, if they will move any
_pr()posaI for pI‘OhibitiOn, or any proposal for aﬁording relief to the Harijans

or the labouring classes, or for the release of political prisoners, the Govern=

ment will not rececive any ebstruction from us and will receive all support
from us.

But what do we find in ‘the action of the presemt Government ? We
find that the repressive laws for which there is now absolutely no necessity
have been retained in the Statute Book, I do not know for what purpose.
‘The political prisoners are still there, and I consider it a very sad thing
that the Hon’ble Chief Minister could not see his way to repatriate, not to
speak of releasing, them. It was a very humble suggestion that was thrown
out, but we want that they should be immediately released. Then, Sir,
confiscation of pension of .an eminent citizen like that of Dr. Hari Krishna
Das, is yet inforce. Notices for demand of security of papers' which were
advocating the Congress viewpoint like the © Assam Rise * is yet there.

Then what is the Golvernment doing for relieving the distress of the masses ?
In regard to that vital matter so ve

taken place that I do not wish to ta

ing them, but I cannot refrain from referring to the attitude of the Hon’ble
Revenue Minister in respect to the a

5 : = djournment motion the other day. To
him the lives of 350 labourers were of no consequence—and the man, I
amean, Babu Bipin Ch. Chakravarty, who took up the cause of those starving
men to the point of his death was dubbed a miscreant,

Then. regarding the peasants’ condition I have only to refer to my

hon. friend’s _rEf'eljenCC in his budget speech, siz—that the condition of the
Taiyats is improving.
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.+ [ do not know if on account of his official position or on account of the
figures in the budget, he has come to that conclusion. But it is only four
months ago that he was moving about the country with these wery eyes
and at that time he thought and said otherwise. Sir, have four or five months
brought about-all these changes in his outlook ? I can only say that I am
sorry for him and sorry for his outlook.

A lot has been spoken about the excise policy and many things have
been said about the education policy. I do notwant to speak much about
these. But I cannot refrain from just making an observation about the
top-heaviness of the administration. I congratulate the Hon’ble the Fin-
ance Minister for his statement in this connection. But I hope that the Com-
mittee that he proposes will not be a mere repetition of the work which he
had donein 1931. If we are to have a Cowmmittee there must be substantial
work done and it must not end only in recommendations. . It is there, 1 beg
to ‘submit, that he will require to work wigorously and thvow away the
inferiority complex. . We know this is a matter in which the Governor can
exercise his individual judgment. It will require a sufficient degree of
strength to put the case from the side of the present Government before
him.

Sir, therefore, ‘taking all. the aspects into consideration, I must say that
the: budget has been disappointing to us all. 'There has not been the
slightest change in the bureaucratic outlook which probably even the framers
of the Act wanted to change and it continues to be:the same: The masses
continue to be ground down under the burden of heavy taxation. Sir, I
cannot but refer also to what the hon. member who spoke before me said,
namely the want of party and programme of the present Ministry. We
have the curious spectacle in these discussions about the “budget that except-
ing the portion of the House which is led by the hon, member Mr. Hocken-
hull, ‘no member or party is supporting the Budget; and in that behalf
I find that all ideas of representative: Government, all ideas of -parliamentary
system has been altogether shut out in this House. I had expected:that the
budget presented by the Hon’ble  Ministers would -be supported by at least
the party behind them. I do not find one hon. member standing for it.
Is this Parliamentary Government ?  If the five Hon’ble Ministers compose
themselves into a party it is absolutely a different matter. = In fully Parlia-
mentary institutions we all expect that the position of the Ministers is
sapported by at least a party of the House.

I must say, Sir,that this budget is a wretched one. It is wretched in the.
enunciation of principles ; it is wretched in the working  of the details.

. Mr. G. GOLDSMITH : _ Sir; it is difficult tofind out how the Finance
Minister could formulate a halanced budget. - Many have criticised him. for
showing a little surplus: it is a mistake to call it a sunplus budget. The
surplus Lha:c-ls shownixs only an expenditure item on emergency column,
somewhat like a contingent grant to schools. . Virtually it is only a balanced
budget. In-any case the Hon’ble Minister must have been in great difficutty
in deciding as te what kind of budget is to be presented. If a surplus is
shown it would seem to many as only an eyc-wash. If a deficit is shown he
would be called an unworthy Minister. ' If a balanced budgetis shown
legislators will say he is only a good mathematician.: He knows he cannot
please everybody and, therefore, he has tried to please himself, If he is
himst‘ijlf satisfied, being the Premier, then there is something in what he ‘pre-
sented.

Several  things must be borne in mind.  Assam thas been a deficit
country for:the last few years. iOver and above this Assam has a big debt
hung on her neck. Add to this the inereased expenditure on accountof she
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inauguration of the Provincial Autonomy. Over all these the Finance
Minister has had no control. = Whoever may be the Finance Minister, to
blame him for all these will be highly unjust. Let only one of us place
himself in that position, and let all the other members criticise him.

A cursory glance over the budget would certainly show a lack of a bold
programme of expenditure as could be expected from the first autonomous
Government. This I realise is due to absence of sources of increased revenue
or lack of provision for reduction of costly top-heavy administration. In one
hand there is the crying need of further rural, agricultural, educational,
economic, social and moral development and on the other reduction of
revenue. Government needs revenue to run the administration. I am for
reasonable revenue but at the same time demand all facilities for self-realiza-
tion as a citizen. Government is in a dilemma, if revenue is to be reduced
and nation-building programmes are to be taken up, sources of revenue must
be shown. Butin the budget sources of revenue are not shown to take up
these projects. Add to these the crying need for the reduction of revenue on
Excise. Opium and drink are evils. Government cannot run on income
from evils. I, as a Christian, cannot support that policy.

The need of extension of primary education is
More money should have been provided than what is provided in the present
budget. When we talk of schools we must think of teachers for those schools.
If schools are needed for backward, tribal and scheduled castes and the ex-gar-
den communities, teachers for those classes will be needed and provision for
their training be made even from now. Without proper teachers all money
spent on those schools will be in vain. If money be short and demands
innumerable as made by the new projected University, by certain Colleges,
High Schools and also by primary education projects, we, who come from the
backward communities, join with all our colleagues who are supporters of
extension of primary education, and emphatically protest against the idea of
granting money to these higher institutions in preference to primary
education.

I don’t like to lengthen the list of further expenditure jtems. The main
and fundamental demands such as reduction of |a
funds for nation-building programmes such as edug
economic and industrial development, all of them
than what the budget provides for.

Where to get this money ? That is the pivot on which the whole dis-
cussion is revolving on all directions. From all that I have heard from the
hon. members, my colleagues, in the form of criticisms or suggestions and
from my study of the budget in a general way, the whole thing, it is clear
resolves itself into this: To fulfil the wishes of the le isIature’ two thin ;

t be done. (1) To approach the Central G J ; .
i : L al Government and ask for a re-
I(:urrmg subdventtlorl) ; in heél of what Assam T losing in the share of

erosene and petrol dut : :
Reirenchun en{-) s Y and in protecting  the North-East frontier and (2)

duction in the cost of SHE :
i top-h i
But here let us not be critics alone, P-heavy administration

! It is easier to d build
e estroy than to bui
eAaier tot }i:rjtmxse than to suggest. Let us see what the Minis);ry has done.
rece?irlgd ;3 t:v?b :tha:natwes open to tbe.m as regards the first one, Assam has
il ‘:0 girt]tjjlntl?zidAs‘;he Minister has assured us that all efforts
am can i
As regards the second one, Govern realise from the Central Government.

: ment h -
mittee to be elected by this legislature. ‘?\?}faiggf;;zd;rl} itrf ?ir:)cilt:n ?entIfG (;I'I‘IY

fault lies with the Ministry then it is th
at the s
:h: bold work of wholesale retrenchment arzfdhi‘éfi not taken upori] tlze‘rﬁiil(;’gt
Sanction of the legislature, If We were not lﬂi::;ﬁlt eagldm ttﬁc matter

another crying need.

nd revenue and excise,
ational, rural, agricultural
need much more money
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would we have been happy about it ? The suggestion is given, the bill
is before us, will of the legislature is sought and it is for us now to give our
verdict. The fault lies with the Finance Minister in that this responsibility

. he has not taken upon himself but he has laid on the legislature. And

does not all responsibility lie on the legislature after all ? The Minister has
laid the burden on the proper shoulders as this is the first chance he has got
to consult the new legislature of the much talked of ‘Provincial Autonomy’.

Sir, a word or two on General Administration. In this connection the
question of economy comes up. Families, societies, institutions, states, entire
country takes recourse to economy as a war-time measure or during famine
or depression. But to my mind economy in all departments of administra-
tion should be the policy of every Government at all times. Government
must realise that Assam is an indebted province and is in the m:s:lst gf a
calamity or on the verge of a calamity no less fearful than an imminent
war, famine or depression. Every moment Government should move
having this in mind. Every possible pice must be saved and not unnecessa-
rily spent. '

Economy slips are still seen on Government envelopes which perhaps
came into being during depression time. It is: well and good. It is not
uncommon to see that in bazars such envelopes are being used for wrapping
up fish after office hours. Government must save every possible pice but
should not adopt a penny-wise and pound-foolish policy. When rural
development work is taken up, I have a word of caution to extend to the
Government. Education in the broad sense will form the basic factor in
that scheme. But educating small children will not solve the problem.
Educating the masses, especially the grown-ups will be a necessity. For
instance, you give medicine as quinine, santonine, chinappodium for malaria
and worms and patients are cured but the grown-upsdo not care to use
mosquito nets or keep their surroundings clean and have no proper provision
for latrines, etc., then malaria and hookworm will claim them again as their
victims. Expense will be a waste. If good milch-cows are provided by good
breeding process and provision of good fodder made, milk will be available
for childre n and the  milk is sold in order to cke out money to perform
expensive marriages or other ceremonies, then children go about unnourished
If tanks are provided and are well fenced, but if grown-up people do not
take care to keep cows and bullocks away from polluting or themselves do no
desist from bathing in them, then money is thrown in those tanks. This
shows thatnthe grown-ups need education and enlightenment—not in the
future wheh their chjldren will be educated—but now when the rural deve-
lopment scheme is started. The spirit of self-help and co-operation is an
absolute necessity in all village uplift schemes, especially in village-road and
agriculture improvement projects.

the nf:fgl Bzard;,__l.n the administrative function of the Assam Government
In their har 3r);-0f life and the main organ of function are the Local Boards.
1d ;11 nds lie education, sanitation, village road-building, water-supply,
rurat development—in fact the whole nation-building programme. It is a
Wheth at most of these boards do not run well. f
... vhether there is corruption or bankruptcy of statesmanship or practical
ability it is difficult to say. But the Assam Government must see that they
are radically overhauled,

Cfgvpmsive village Banks.—1It is also well-known that the village banks
star te TO save the poor raiyats from the harsh and heartless money lenpers,
are not running well. Mismanagement, corruption and distrust are rampang,

resulting in the utter degradation of the raiyats, Has Government nothing
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Industries —Clottage industries, small industries, fruit culture, gericulture,
all these are suggested. Well and good, but if arrangements are ' not made
for sale of these products and markets opened, and they areé not also protect-
- ed from foreign competition at the infant stage; then 'all ‘will die intheir
infancy.

Cz)ming to the bearing of the budget on my’ community, I should like
to.make it clear at the outset that T do not come here to quarrel over a
- fixed share of loaves and fishes that should be reserved for  Christians. We
- like to- make common ‘cause with the" rest of the other ‘communities. I
© -conie here to work out the principle of give and take in co-operation ‘with
- all; that all may be satisfied and liv_c_pca'ecfuﬂy. We are ready to g0 even so
. far as to give up our share if that giving up would bring a settlement between
two quarrelling communities and  bring - harmony. We have received no
special favours nor do we now ask for special favours, if grants have been
made to schools and hospitals in the past, they have been done on the prin-
. ciple of merit alone. I only say that my community expects to receive the

same amount of consideration as other communities are getting or will be
getting. . 'We do not seek anything more or anything new. We plead that
this'proviso be made that in the services, provinéial or subordinate, when
candidates of various communities are selected; ‘whenever deserving Chris-
tian candidates come forth, their case be also eonsidered. This will apply
to all the departments, 'educational, police, medical, clerical, agriculture,
forests, ete. Special attention is drawn to the principle of the granting of scho-
lapships. -~ It should be borne in mind that Christians will be found in all the
communities and particularly amongst backward Hills, triba]l g
community. If Assam is really to develop, she can d
these backward people to a high level intellectually,
cconomically. < ‘To-keep these people down means to re
Assam as a whole, - If special scholarships ‘are given
ments shown to enable the backward people to take advantage of all facilities
of education and other pursuits of life, then such Provision will ‘surely
come within the nation-building programme.

I would make a special appeal to the Hon’ble Minis
note that among private people who have contributed most'to the advance-
ment of learning in this province in the past they are the Christian missions.
In fact they were the pioneers in male and female  education among all the
backward. communities and in female education in the whole province am-
ongst all classes of people. Government have been relieved much of the bur-
den of educating all these classes of people. Therefore now my particular

ristian communities in various
from their own pockets to open
d be/given or grants be made to
Zun more  safisfactorily, whichf
168" or'sympathy.  The "policy o

be to help more thoge who h iethi !

: a ) ave done something to help
themisclves.  Such Middle English Schools for girls as well as boys gwaiting

lﬁﬁiﬁéaé; hgg (lzan’be be found in all parts of Assam, particularly in the
sl o Sz:: l{)arl;’ Darrang and Sibsagar. Besides these, there are
c Y Schools. - Edueation in the broadest sense i the key to advan-
cmel?'t, :ﬁld (S)I_l education I lay mogt emphasis Y
mally, Sir, two specific cases need attenti i
: " ttention. O i id 1o
the model village cxperiment scheme, | know: of a‘eolrlrfmllfni:v;t‘}:vh;g}%a needs

Such an experiment. * I mean th ' mmurii
ch a ] at -great - sect .
1Yu}g in. and round about ug which cgm feal S P (hink

claim more than half of them, Mode] not b neglected.  Christians ¥ think

nd ¢x-garden
O 50 only by raising
socially, morally and
tard the progress of
and special induce-

ter of Education to

schools and run them, ample Government al
encourage those schools and' enghle them to

they had not beem able to do for lack of fiy
Government ought to
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will be a great eyeopener. = They are in a lower stratum of life.  Education,
cleanliness, industry, temperance, self-help and co-operative spirit ‘are’ the
things necessary for their uplift.

The second one is regarding the Forest Laws. As one hon, member
has referred to forced labour in Cachar, there is the same complaint from

“the people of South Kamrup at the foot of the hills; and also regarding forest

laws in Goalpara South Bank at the foot of the Garo Hills coming - within
the range of Bijni State. There the time-honoured eustom and right called
“ @& %9 ” is denied to the original inhabitants of the land.

- In conclusion I would like to pass this remark, that the Ministry have
given two assurances that they would approach the Central Government and
are ready to retrench. The House has to pass the opinion in' what
manner and to what extent these should be done. It is understood, I
believe, that, if the opinion of this Assembly is acceptable to the Ministry,
they will carry on the administration, and if not they are ready to resign,

I believe, Sir, I have done no injustice to the opposition and the
Ministry.

MavLavt MUZARROF 'ALI LASKAR: Sir, thanks to the Hon’ble
Ministers for their lucid presentation of a surplus budget for the ecurrent
year—unlike those of a number of years ‘in the past. The credit of the
surplus, howcycr, is due to certain help - from, and mercies of, the Central
Government in the shape of contributions and remission of their dues from
this Government. - But strangely enough, this Government have not shown
even proportionately smaller mercy to the people by granting remission of a
few lakhs of rupees—the arrears of agricultural loans advanced to the culti-
vators  of the province from time to time during the last several years of

- successive floods; drought * and other natural and governmental calamities,

This lack of clemeney is probably reminiscent of a system of administration
which the advent of provincial autonomy is said to have ended. Itap

to me that the popular Ministers have yet much to shake off the: traditions
of the old bureaucracy.

The Hon’ble Revenue Minister in his speech introducing the budget
and in replies to certain questions tried to make us believe that a shight
increasc in revenue collection is indicative of return of prosperity—we
sincerely wish it were so—but we have unfortunately had personal experi-
ence of the methods adopted in the realisation of accumulated arrears of
revenue and agricultural loans ; and to my mind this increase is the direct
result of the coercive and extensive nature of collection measures. Pros-
perity is a thing yet unknown to the peasants. - Now, Sir, is the busiest
season for the cultivators and they are to adjust their budget on the  result of

* their toil in the field ? But, Sir, -what is the present condition there ?  As

for the district I represent, the Aus crop has almost failed for want of rains,
although we find to our surprise the official weekly report stating ‘favoura-

~ ble weather and fair prospect of crops”. The present condition of ‘Gther

crop is also indicating “similar results; as cattle discase has been at present
prevailing in an epidemie form throughout the district, besides drought.

The Hon’ble Chiéf Minister offered his thanks to the ‘Finance Depart-
ment on the observance of right economy ; but I submit there is yet much to
be done in that direction. I find that a retrenchment committee will be
appointed to explore avenues for retrérichment, but I would like to ask the
Hon’ble Ministers as to whar steps they' have already taken to give effectto
the recommendations of the previous Committee - on retrenchment pioted by
the Hon’ble Chief Minjster himself. Sir, do the Hon’ble Ministers expect

“us to wait for the recommendation of the future Retrenchment Committee tg

bring down their salary to a reasonable level P
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Sir, the Hon’ble Ministers may say that they have done their best in
allotting money for the benefit of the people and that they could not possibly,
with their limited funds, satisfy all the demands of the hon. members of this
House. But my submission is, Sir, that they did not try to save money in
the proper direction.

Sir, the Saadulla Committe on Retrenchment recommended the aboli-
tion of one post of Superintending Engineer and the other post with the
approval of the Secretary of State. If these posts are abolished, the savings
would be about Rs.50,000 a year. Thereis no justification for keeping a
Registrar in the Public Works Department Secretariat. The savings  thus
made will be about Rs.9,000 per annum. The Under-Secretary in the
Public Works Department may perform the duties of thei Registrar, as the
Registrar has done the duties of the Under-Secretary in addition to his
own. If the posts of the two Divisional Commssioners with their establish-
mentfthe two Assistant Directors of Public Hgalth, ten Depu_ty Superinten-
dents of Police, one Deputy Director of Agriculture and Live Stock and
three other Deputy Directors, and the post of the Personal Assistant to the

Inspector-General of Civil Hospitals are abolished—there will be a saving of
about Rs. 24 lakhs more a year. Sir, all this is merely illustrative and not
exhaustive. Many other similar posts drawing princely salaries could with
advantage be abolished. A general reduction on the salary of other high
officials could also be introduced. And in that case the Hon’ble Ministers
would find ample money to spare for the nation-building departments and
to give relief to the people in the direction of reducing land revenue and
remission of agricultural loans. Unless the top-heaviness is relieved and
money found by such savings, further development of nation-building depart-
ments is out of question. This top-heavy system of official arrangement has
been maintained and provided for in the budget but no money could be
found for the Medical School at Sylhet. Nothing could be more unfortu-
nate. At a cost of more than nine lakhs of rupees beautiful buildings were
constructed and these are a living testimony of Ministrial antipathy.

Sir, I should be failing in my duty as a member from Cachar if T let go
this occasion without drawing the attention of the Government to some of
the long standing grievances of my district. In the Hailakandi Subdivision
there is only one Middle English School at Lala which is being: maintained
by the local public for about the last 30 yecars without any outside aid
except a nominal grant of Rs.20 a month from the Local Board. This is
one of the best schools in the Surma Valley ; but all its cries for grant-in-aid
to the authorities from time to time have gone unheeded. A cut in the small
fixed pay of ?he teachers was introduced several years ago and itis still
being maintained on economic grounds. To crown all, the school Com-
mittee have been all through realising school fees at a higher rate of 4 annas
in each (&ass than that of a_Government High School. Similarly the only
%;:rmorh ; aczlrassa of the Subdivision at Hailakandi is being maintained
e (;)t‘:gd Oarllli CICOI'IOIIIIC difficulties with only a small grant of Rs.25 a month
GovernmentyH'aSl: Sycar. The post of an Arabic teacher in the Silchar
B e 1gh School has been a pressing necessity for many years and
apaay f0¥ sanctioned by the authorities, but no appointment has yet

reasons known to them.

Sir, over 90 per cent, of b, s
vatons bk the Fieuh 1 the people of my Subdivision are actual cu

r e Minister of Agriculture did not think it proper to
13’1”0"'1delf°r even one Inspector of Agriculture for the whole Subdivision. I
ﬁ‘fﬁ also dexpress Iy emphatic protect against the policy of making

ammadan appomtments in the Assam School Service. During the last

et Sy - |
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seven years—out of 20 appointments made for the Surma Valley districts
not a single has fallen to the lot of my poor district, in spite of there being
duly qualified registered candidates all through. Same isthe lot of my
district in every other Departments.

Sir, the allotment of the departments of Education and Forest seems to
have been logical in as much as a rapid expansion of Education may neces-
sitate clearance of forests. There are large areas of cultivable land included
in the Cachar Forest Reserves, but our landless people are annually immi-
grating to Nowgong in large numbers. I see no reason why they should
not be provided with land by throwing open suitable portions of the Forest
Reserves of Jamira, Kalarhowar and other places for their scttlement.

Sir, the Hon’ble Education Minister has provided some money for the
expansion of primary education. But this amount is certainly insufficient to
meet even the keen demand and legitimate claim of the ever neglected poor
primary school teachers for the improvement_of_theu‘ condxt_lork—-not to speak
of taking over all the existing venture school in the province—leaving the
question of introducing compulsory primary education out of all considera-
tion. Similarly the provision of a few thousands of rupees for grants-in-aid
to secondary schools is no doubt a drop in the ocean. Repeatedly resolutions
were passed in previous Councils for giving time scale of pay to aided
school teachers, but to no effect. I hope the hon. members of this
House will all agree with me that the aided schools are giving much relief
to the educational machinery of the Government and there can be no doubt
about the legitimacy of their claim. But in the adjustment of the Budget,
it seems that this aspect of the secondary education has been Ipst sight of.

Sir, the method of accounting the budget by showing side by side the
actual and revised figures of the previous yearsis certainly very nice for a
layman like myself to understand, but it should not, to my mind, be a
magnetic guide for the framers of the budget in not adjusting the same in
accordance with the crying need of the people for whose benefit and welfare
the hon. members of this House are here and specially those in the Ministry
who have come to power to work out’the destiny of the people of the
Province. In the new arrangement what the public want is a Government
with lighter head and healthier body in place of the top-heavy system of
former bureaucracy. But here in the budget the status quo has been
steadily maintained with slight departure here and there—giving only a well
compared mathematical adjustment of the account. No special measure of

economy has been aimed at, and, as a result, no fund for the improvement
of the depressed condition of the people has been, nor could possibly be,
Provided in the budget.

Sir, in conclusion I am constrained to say that this House has regret-
fully noticed in the Ministers traces of attitude adopted by former Govern-
ment in regard to popular demands: If however the present Government
is to contlnyc_and if it desires that it should win the confidence and respect
of th_c _pubh.c it should free itself from the fetters of the traditions of bygone
administrations and fall in line with what the people expect them to be. A
spirit of sacrifice is primarily needed to run a popular Government.

KHAN BAHADUR MaurLavi MAHMUD ALI: Sir, we the people of
Assam express our gratefulness to His Majesty’s Government for granting s
Provincial Autonomy. - We are now responsible for our own legislation
and I hope that we shall try to work out what His Majesty’s Government
has granted us by the Act of 1935, But, Sir, to my surprise I find in thig
House something which is the index of the work which we may do in the
next 5 years.




524

Sir, the Hon’ble Speaker granted us or rather authorised us to managé
our speeches in the Budget discussion, but to my utter, disappointment, Sir,
we cannot manag: our own affairs, We are in trouble as to how = to speak,
we are anxious to speak Or_le.a_.fter another, = five, six or ten of usrise at a
time. That is the responsibility we are in. .. We should be more responsible.

Sir, a gentleman has already spoken that the Budget is a partial one—
that more amount has been allotted to the Assam Valley and less to the
Surma Valley. I say that on demand and on requisition more amount has
been allotted to the Assam Valley and less to the Surma Valley. But there
may not be anything in the minds of the Ministers. :

One thing, I submit Sir. The insinuation might be ' regarding
Ministers from the Surma Valley. It may be due to two things. One of
these lived in Dacca throughout the whole of his life and does not know
anything about the district of _Sylhct or Cachar. Another thing is this
that .one living in palatial buildings of Murshidabad does not know what is
the state of things in the district. -

Tae HowsLE THE SPEAKER : The hon, member should not speak
in this way. He himself represents the whole of Assam living in Karimganj.

Bapuy HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY : Sir, perhaps my
friend is wanting to impress the House...............

Tae Hon’sLE THE SPEAKER : He was making 2 personal attack,

KuanN BamaDUR MaurLavi MAHMUD ALI: Coming to the Budget
proper. Many say it is a balanced budget. Many say that really it is not.
Sir, where should our Ministers get money from ? The Budget is deficit
since 1929 after the 1929 flood. It is God, it is Providence that has made
the Budget deficit and not any other hand. By the able hand of Sir
Saiyid the budget appears to the present position.

Sir, the Budget might be balanced, but our demands and requirements
of the province are not satisfied. Sir, our requirements for the Surma
Valley is that the title classes in Madrassa Alia of Sylhet should be opened ;
it is 2 Muslim need. The whole Muslim community is labouring under this
inconvenience: They are not satisfied. On many occasions this guestion
was discussed in this House. Hon, members of the House passed the resolu-
tion on many occasions. And I think it was in the administrative book of
the Government and in the proceedings of the Gouncil for taking it up, but
for economy unfortunately it was dropped. It was infime of Sir Saiyid’s
Education ministry when the question was taken up first. He took it up, but
after all for reasons of economy it was dropped. Again, Sir, it was budgeted in
the time of Hor’ble Mr. Hamid ; but again it was dropped. Itis now still
pending and it is gratifying no doubt that in this Budget there is a: shadow
of this. Here Sir, I find, though the completion of the Madrassa with
title classes means the opening of M.A. classes in the College—it is equal
in status—I find that Rs. 250 for the head of the institution and Rs. 200
for the second man. Sir, in Colleges principals are getting more tha.m a
thousand, whereas in Madrassa the principal now should get this small
amount. I find, Sir, it is below the mark, it is below the satisfaction of the
people. Hon’ble Minister should consider that for this amou
educated Maulana mz;.ly be a\lfiailable.

\ Again, Sir, what has made the Budget deficit ? It is ;
flood ‘which visits our country and put us into difficulty. Ther(:aair; E)%u?:;é‘clll 2
I think, Sir, without' an increase in revenue of the co.untry there is n};
salvation. Subvention and Otto Niemeyer’s recommendation cannot and
will not make the budget balanced. It is revenue which alone can make our
Budget balanced. Sir, my opinion and suggestion is that—Government should

nt a properly

grant more unsettled land to the people and get the revenue in return and in

.
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time 'you will find the budget balanced. If there be progress and development
of the colonies and if you grant lands to the people, there will be increase of
revenue. It will be permanent and not temporary. As a temporary
measure we may retrench this department or that; that will not supply
our needs and demands. Grant more lands to the people—there are more
lands still unsettled and the Forest Department have taken them up for noth-
ing ; they say that the lands are their own, they do not allow Government to
settle with the people for cultivation--there are lands in Kalar Haor and famira
which are held by the Forest Department, these may be easily be settled with
the people—there are vast areas which may give us revenue and make up the
deficit in the Budget. Another thing is Sir, that in the Sylhet district there
are lands in Patharkandi thana, Ratabari thama near Durlavcherra. In
Patharkandi there are the Magraband and the Manikband. There are
vast tracts of land where beasts only are living. People of Sylhet are going
to Tippera which is beyond the boundary of the British Empire. This
should be stopped.

Due to line system many people cannot go to Assam. I say, Sir, with-
draw the line system and grant lands as far as available and from the
revenue derived you will be able to balance your Budget.

Communication in some part of Railway lines without sufficient water-
ways are also responsible for our bad plight and financial trouble.

Now let me pass on to another important matter regarding the Medical
School at Sylhet. You will find, Sir, that a sum of Rs. 8,00,000 have been
wasted for this Medical School. How can 2 Medical School without its
proper equipments and apparatus be run ? The building at Sylhet has been
lying for so many years but no money has been Prowded for starting the
school  (hear, hear). The work of this ‘building was started by the
then Minister, He is also now a Minister of the same portfolio but no
effort is going to be made for the completion of this building and starting the
school. I hope the Hon’ble Minister will try to start the school during his
regime.

Sir, in the last sessi ¢ Council a resolution was unanimously
passed for starting an A;&gjlzgfallagchool but now I find to my utter dis-
appointment that there is no move in that direction; and no provision has
been made in the budget for this school. Sir, if an agricultural school would
be started, it would, | think, to some extent atleast, solve the unemployment
probl_ern and would meet the requirements of the country but Government
are silent in this matter. We find, Sir, that only Rs. 2,000 has been provided
in the budget for an agricultural colony. This sum, I must say, is quite
Insufficient for the purpose, It is a drop in the occean. Lands are avail-
able both in Surma Valle and Assam Valley and someé colonies may be
casily started in a few Plazes
Cducatios;?, S:;, ﬂInithUId like to speak a few words about campulsor',rI prlizgg
the floods of 1920 o :;lt there is some difficulty for the poc.I)r p«i:OI_J ci._ 5
capacity and ne 1111 the earthquake of 1931 people have lost their imanci
expenditure acgg BIEy are quite unable to pay up one-third of the yvhole
Eotion AbgorinE to the Act. _So 1 fid, that the SRR O
ment should - provig at all effective and not at all usclu, 59 /¢ - 1

S ar el Provide funds and take the initiative to enforce compulsory
P “Then 1 zitmn without taxing the people for the purpose. :
o me to the Public Health Department. We know, Sir, that
epi Preads here and the d th le die like so many cais and
dogs for want of pro nere and the people die : Bt ot
Proper medical help. There are only very few num
doctors. We find that g4 S 2 h of many people.
1 have got personal info e dcai; c:1..1,xrnbcrY (?f c{)
tors should be incrf:z‘tscdr.mauoﬂ about this. ~So, I'hope ¢ 52
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Now coming to the Vaccination Department, we find, Sir, that the
number of Vaccinators are very few. Their services are required when small-
pox breaks out. One thing which strikes me most is that they are very ill
paid. The scale of the pay of the Inspectors of Vaccinations and Vaccina-
tors should be raised so that they may work with satisfaction. Again, Sir
peons and orderlies are very ill paid and over and above that they: do not gc;
travelling allowance, etc. for their mufassil works. Again when they retire
in their old age after 25 or 30 years’ service they get only a- pension of Rs. 4
or so per month which is very unsatisfactory. We find, Sir, that the establish-
ment charges take the major portion of our budget. I hope this establishmen
charges should be reduced

Srijur JOGENDRA CHANDRA NATH : Sir, in speaking about the
budget I do not find a more suitable word to describe it than that it is a
dreary one. It shows a spirit of conservatism and want of broad outlook
that was very much in evidence in pre-autonomy days, but everybody
expected that with the advent of new era, the spirit of irresponsiveness to the
public opinion of the country, utter indifference to the vital problems and
needs of the people has been given the go-by for ever. But, Sir, what do
we find instead ? .

Our Hon’ble Ministers—all elected representatives of the people—pre-
sent us a budget, which bears upon it, in all aspects, the stamp of the former
beauracratic Government—a Government which it was thought has been
ended for ever.

The budget—if it reflects the policy of the Government—this Govern-
ment surely lacks in farsightedness and imagination, not to speak of want of
sympathy towards the people whose destiny Providence has unluckily placed
in its hands, .

To come to the budget itself, I do not wish to enter, Sir, into details and
bore this House, but, Sir, after reading it carefully I cannot but come to the
conclusion that it is a speculative budget, in as much as a surplus of
Rs.2,26,000 has been shown on the strength of calculations arrived at by
speculations on the progress of actuals which may not after all come to
materialise. 3

The calculated increases under these heads of revenue, which may
prove to be faulty can be stated to be as follows—

Rs.
Land Revenue 7,00,000
Country spirit 50,000
Forests T “as 1,00,000
Administration of Justice— A
(General fees, fines and forfeitures) 6,000
Public Health— :
(Sale-proceeds of sera and vaccine, etc.) ... 3,000
Agriculture—
(Agricultural Receipts) 23,000
_..-—_—__"'"——
- Total ... 8,82,000
—‘.-_-'—-_-—'-

Sir, as my hon. friend Srijut Omeo Kumar Das has shown to this House that

the increase in land revenue may not materialise owing to the want of rains
in proper time. As regards the other items of revenue, the calculations

which are made may not also come to materialise ag these heads depend very

much upon this particular head,

as
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. Sir, the price of timber has already gone down by ‘25 per cent. owing
to the sudden rise in'the pri es of tin und iron. The tendency of the market
13 getting worse day by day ; so the calculated increase of Rs.1,00,000 will
. most probably not come to pass. Therefore even the small crumbs that are
proposed to be thrown to the people in the shape of some insignficant new

schemes in the nation-building departments may ultimately in some cases be
abandoned.

Had the Hon’ble Ministers been possessed of boldness and initiative and
could they have been divested of their parochial outlook, altogether a differ-
ent picture of the state of things could have been brought about.

By giving effect to the retrenchment proposals, that are before thé
country and which the Government is well aware of, even partially and
obeying to the unanimous verdict of the people of this province in the matter
of abolishing some unnecessary fat-salaried posts, and resorting again to the
cut in salaries of highly paid officials unjustly restored, a really very big
surplus could have been available for the nation-building departments.
These matters, Sir, I lcave to other hon. members of this House to deal.
The subject to which I want to draw the attcntion of this House especially
is the administration of Forests.

Sir, the Forest Department is not a reserved subject now. It offers
ample scope for development and is pregnant with vast potentialities. I am
glad to find in the speech of the Hon’ble Minister in charge that the forest
st:rv]icc 1s under reorganisation which may result in reduction in the higher
ranks.

The administration of this Department has been a long-standing scandal
and ought to be completely overhauled. Sir, out of the total revenue of
Rs.15,60,000 ncar about 7 lakhs or about 50 per cent. are swallowed by
salaries. Sir, I ¢an state from personal experience of the Forest Department,
where I have worked as a Contractor for long years, that there are some
unnccessary and useless posts which stand in immediate need of being
abolished ; T mean the Deputy Conservators of Forests and a saving of about
Rs.1,20 000 will be made. - There are also a good number of Extra Assistant
Conscrvators of Forests, which can be reduced to 12 without impairing the
cfficiency of administration or management. A dozen Extra Assistant
Conservators could with efficiency discharge the duties as the head of each
division, and I believe there are altogether 12 divisions in our Province.

Sir, in the name of organisation, improvement, regeneration and sylvi-
cultura[ treatment of Forests, much of the poor tax-payers’ money is wasted
:10 PrUV‘l‘dC for the fat-salaried officers, which could have been reduced to
b?fxfn l{-alxté"«’i! Assistant Conservators as I have suggested before, Sir, I could
By o5 cgh i!‘:’;re‘:{n‘agmg allegations before the House, of bribery and corruption
et o vbgfuivcn amongst the higher ranks, which have resulted in 2
price on the fajse lt;aas fa{l effect _of selling trees ata cons-.d:_:rai:_vly reduc_:ed
at the present gooﬁ % _Od_ inaccessible area which cannot be justified looking
Were not wanting 1o on 1}1110115 of the market and moreover FWII.IIC persons
giving big coupes é.ndpur(f 1ase these trees at the usual rates.  This policy o
the Provinice hag sl selling trees to big contractors coming from outside

: f resl_llted_ in squeezing out the indigenous people of the
Provinee tr-m the ucrative timber bus So I would ask the Hon’ble
Minister in charge to bos: ' usiness. So I wou ’ FoE
this House inito confid ow his earnest attention on th_c subject and taxe

i dence by appointing a small committee consisting of the
}]jl,)o-n'ai'rtlmcnt rst of this Houge, specially those who ace interested in this
ac;'-l;]itlistl‘atibnoo%{)tl?ltg‘ the whole matter and report on the working of the

: ¢ Yorest Department and submit suggestions thereon.
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Sir, in passing, I cannot but briefly speak a few words regarding the
administration of the Bijni Raj Court of Wards’ Estate Forests. The state of
affairs there is worse than that existing in Government Forests. In the name
of improvement and sylvicultural treatment of Forests, a total destruction is
being made of Forests there by marking big sound trees for improvement
to favour big foreign contractors, violating the principles of improvement
felling. Much loss of revenue to the estate coffers has resulted from the un-
checked and unrestricted license given to the forest officers of the estate.
Sir, I shall refrain from going into details at present and Postpone it till the
discussion on Demands for Grants come in, when I shall be able to convince
the House about the deplorable state of affairs existing in the Department by
bringing definite charges against the Forest Department. Sir, I want to refer
to a very important subject to which, I hope, Government will soon devote
their attention. It is about the cause of frequent floods in our Province.
It has been admitted by the authorities on the subject that : d.cnudation and
disforestation in the hills as the result of the practice of shifting cultivation
(I mean jhumming), practised by the hill people, has been one of the causes
of the persistent floods in the plains, especially at Nowgong. I do not know
what has been done by the Government to give effect to the recommenda-
tions of its own experts. If it has not been done formerly, I want to request
the Hon’ble Minister in charge to devote his early attention to this and to
those persons who are afflicted by the floods owing to the failure of the
Government in not giving effect to the recommendations of the Authorities—
Reliefs in the shape of supplying forest materials free of cost should be given
by the Forest Department.

Sir, the raiyats® grievances regarding fuel and collection of thatching
grass should be considered sympathetically by the Minister, These rights
which the people can claim as their birthrights should be extended without
loss of time. In our district, I mean the district of Goalpara, these privileges
existed from distant ages and owing to the policy of estate officers these rights
have vanished, by adoption of coercive methods on the part of authorities.
In order to ease the relations between the proprietors and tenants the
Hon’ble Minister in charge of Revenue should lose no time to accede to the
almost universal demand of the people in these matters. Lastly I cannot
but condemn the shortsighted policy of the Forest Department in ousting the
indigenous people of the Province from the timber business, as a result of
which enormous wealth is passing year after year out of the Province. This
must be put a stop to and the policy of the Government pursued so long
should be changed in iofo for the benefit of the poor tax-payers, - whoge
walfare it is the duty of the Government to look after.

Sir, I bring to the notice of the Government the condition of the raiyats
under the Zemindars in the district of Goalpara. The estates with which I
am more concerned, I mean—the Mechpara and Bijni cstates, are both of
them under the management of the Court of Wards. The cost of mana A
ment of the Bijni estate, 7.e., 15°9 per cent. as has been admitted b ﬁf-
Government, is too high and should be sufficiently reduced there s{:n:ine
ample scope for it. : 8

Sir, on a perusal of the statement containing the details of expendi

i i penditure
on the several works of improvement carried out by the cstates, it can be
said that a very small percentage is spent by the estates for the b,encﬁ: of the
raiyats. Sir, the rents asszssed on the different classes of land in the Mech-
para Estate are very high and it is very unfortunate that Government are
taking no steps to stop thc? illegal increment of rents that has been made by
the officers in contravention of the provisions of the Goalpara Tcnanéy
Act, '

o

s
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Tre How’BLE the SPEAKER: The hon. member should finish.

Sryjjur  JOGENDRA CHANDRA NATH: This exorbitant rent
coupled with the low prices of agricultural produce and bad harvests year
after year have brought the poor peasants to a stage, when, if the Govern-
ment do not come to their rescue with some relief in the shape of granting
sufficient reduction of rents, I am afraid, Sir, most of the lands of the pea-
sants will pass over to the hands of the middle class. _

Sir, a resolution recommending the Government to reduce the rents of
the Mechpara and Bijni Estates was carried by the former Council and, if
I remember aright, the Hon’ble Revenue Minister voted for the  resolution.

May I now urge upon the Hon’ble Minister to devote his - earnest
attention to the matter and see what reduction can be granted to these
people and thereby earn the blessings of the poor tenants, whose cause he so
ably upheld during the last Legislature. ; Y

Sir, I would also request the Hon’ble Minister in charge to bring about
a total discontinuance of the practice of filing certificate cases.........

The Hon’sLE THE SPEAKER : Tam sorry. I cannot allow any more
time to the hon. member. He should sit down.

[At this stage the hon. member resumed his seat.]

Basu HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY: Sir, I do not
feel much inclined to take up the budget discussion here as from my pre-
vious knowledge I find that this discussion is nothing but an academical dis-
cussion.  Sir, year after year we put forward our innumerable grievances
before Government, but we do not know how many of them are actually
redressed.  Still, Sir, although we know that our cries are lost in the wilder-
ness we must be free to our conscience so I must say a few words here.

Sir, we have seen our Hon’ble Minister for Education very jubilant the
other day while he was introducing the budget under his portfolio to this
House. He was jubilant on the ground that he has been able to produce
the biggest budget that was ever presented before the House, but after scru-
tiny I do not find any reason for his being so jubilant, as the Hon’ble Minis-
ter for Education has not done anything beyond scattering a few thousands
of rupees here and a few thousands there as was done by his predecessors in
previous years. Had he been able to put before the House a well-thought-
out scheme for the development of either compulsory primary education or
for re-enforcement of secondary education we could have thanked him and
there would have been grounds for his jubilation, butin the absence of that
I do not think that he is entitled to our. appreciation.

The Hon’ble Minister has provided a petty sum of Rs.8,400 to promote
secondary education amongst girls. I should say that this amount is ridi-
culously insufficient. Even in doing so he failed to consider the demand
of many institutions. I would mention particularly the case of Girls’
Middle English School at Hailakandi. ~We have been trying to raise it to
the I'—I:gb Schogl standard and after the last inspection of the Director of
Public Instruction we thought that Government would at least provide some
funds to enable us to raise the school, but to our utter disappointment we
find that not a-pie has been given to this institution. Sir, in Hailakand;j
there is no other girls’ institution where the girls can receive higher educa-
tion, therefore, I would request the Hon’ble Education Minister to see that
that persistant demand of that backward place is met.

Now, Sir, coming to the Forest Department, I must confess that I can-
not give a better description than that was given by my hon’ble friend
Mr. Chanda the other day. This Forest Department is going on merrily
having under it vast tracts of land which are fit for cultivation, but they do
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not like the idea of scttling that land with landless agriculturists: 8ir,
every year numerous petitions are submitted to the Subdivisional Officer
and to the Deputy Commissioner of the district for settlement of land—the
people are starving, they want land to cultivate. As agriculture is the only
source of their livelihood they badly wantland to feed themselves but to
no effect. I do not know why Government should be so callous as not to
settle this land with the landless people. : i

Then, Sir, a few words about the Veterinary Department. Sir, I do
not know whether the Department isonly 2 mere show. In my subdivision
which is a pretty large one there is only one Veterinary Assistant Surgeon to
look after the whole subdivision ; when people come to headquarters they
are told that he is not there. Nobody knows where heis as he is to run
from one end of the subdivision to the other. The Local Board has on seve-
ral occasions asked for funds to entertain another Veterinary Assistant, but
Government have not cared to consider that request. Sir, if
Government connot provide suitable or sufficient staff it is uscless to main-
tain an inadequate staff. And it is for that reason that people cannot appre-
ciate the work and therefore think that this Department is doing no work.

Then, Sir, a few words about the Agriculture Department. The work
of this Department is also not appreciated by the people. Nobody knows
what this Department is doing. We know that there are some Farms in
our province but I do not know what purposes are being served by them.
I have enquired of the people living near these Farms whether they have
learnt anything from these farms and to my great surprise I have found that
they have not learnt anything from the officers of this Department. Tt
might be a fact that these Agricultural people do not like to give demonstra-
tion to the cultivators. In my subdivision there is only one demonstrator.
But he never goes to give any demonstrations and practical instructions to the
cultivators as to how to grow important crops; but all that he does is to send
reports to the Department that the weather is favourable for such and such
€rops, ctc.

Besides that, I do not think he is doing any work. If that be the state of
affairs I should suggest that it would be better to abolish this Department and
the money available should be made over to the cultivators for the purpose
of purchasing suitable plough cattle and other ploughing implements. I
think if that be done, the portfolio of the Hon’ble Minister of Agriculture
will be lightened and at the same time people will get some benefit.

With these words, Sir, I finish my specch.
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Srrjur DHIRSING DEURI: Sir, much has been discussed about the
“preseat budget from different points of view. I need not go further into its
details. However it will be my first and forecmost duty to express my grati-
‘tude to the British Parliament as we have the greatest opportunity of repre-
senting our grievances in this Assembly.

The pres ret is practically a surplus one. “ But ‘it is “clear to all
T hmIs)tEaifcI::lt E)Ou%:;tf:hf; growing demands and needs of the people of the
province. In these days of economic distress, Sir, the l<):0§Lcil}t1~:)n of btlhc culti-
wvators is so deplorable that, not to'speak of the nation building problem, they
are now on the verge of starvation.

Sir, I consider t} mbly is complctcl)f responsible for the uplift gf
these poor cu]tivator;c ::ﬁ? arey eagerly lqokmg.to GO\{crnrnefnt hfor their
rclicf.  This year there is very scanty rainfall in districts o tk ¢ Assam
Valley. Cultivators will have to dic for want of food not to speak of their
having to P2y revenue, ekl ;

Sir, if you loo reas covered by the whole Brahmaputra
Valley ::xtc};ding g:;;t?}fev‘iseztim end of the district of Goalpara to the
castern extremity of the north-castern frontier district, you will find in almost

.2ll the places that the backward Tribal people are found in  large numbers.

From time immemorial these people are living in economic distress, without
receiving any help or sympathy from Government and struggling hard
for their bare existence, Some of my hon. friends have already spoken
about our grievances. The safeguarding of the interests of these people has
already become a great problem at this time. Unless the proper attention
of Government js drawn to this and their burning demands are met imme-
B S Sir, that these people will be extinct from the lanq. Let
these Trib ‘1‘ » SI, to the hon. members of this House to-day that it was

13 people, especially the Cacharis; that have brought honour to
am by fighting and sacrificing their lives in the Jast great

European War for the Blitich o % 8t
factors in the eye of éovl;;;;frt; é:r:;:sc. These people should not be negligible

Now, Sir, I shoylq
about my constituency_
Tribal people of the plain

like to take the opportunity of speaking something

I have come as the representative of the backward
s from the Nowgong district. Sir, there is a newly
Raha, which is not yet getting any aid from

Government, though the Public of the locality are trying their utmost for
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substantial help. I should like to add here that the school is situated in
backward areas and will be much helpful to the backward Tribal and
depressed classes who constitute a very large mumber there. It will be
impossible to maintain the school any longer i _Govcrr}n?cnt do not give
immediate help to it. I hope the Hon’ble Educ‘atmn M:m_stcr will" provide
some money towards the maintenance of the sa_ld Raha High School,

Sir, I do not like to confine myself to my district, b_ut would like to say
a few words about the backward Tribal: community in general. TIn the
district of Kamrup the backward Tribal people have started Middle English
Schools at Barama and Gaureswar, which may be said to be the centre of this
community. I would also draw the special attention of the Hon’bic' Educa-
tion Minister to the Kokrajhar High English S_chool in the northern part of
the district of Goalpara, which is the only high school started for giving
secondary education to the tribal and other backward people. Sufﬁmept
grants should be allotted to these schools. 3

Now, Sir, I would beg to draw the attention of Government to. the
grievances of the villagers of - Karaiguri and Oabari in the mauza _of
Tetalia in the district of Nowgong. These villages have been infected . with
kala azar and malaria for a long time. Within a short space of time more
than 30 deaths occurred, but Government officers did not take proper care of
these poor sufferers. It seems to me that G_oycrnmgnt _of[:ice;'s . place
much importance on mere formalities than on r_cahtles. Sir, Is it not the
duty of the Government officers to take1 imz‘l:llcSLatc steps to relieve the poor
sufferers by giving them proper medical aid ? :

Sir, t}?c;ge arg a lot o?th?ngs to be said before the House regarding the
backward Tribal people. I have given expression to only a few of tht;.m.
I hope the grievances of these people will be properly redressed. With
these few words I resume my seat. :

Mavravi MUHAMMAD ABDUS SALAM : Sir, allow me to congra-
tulate the Hon’ble Finance Minister and his Hon’ble Colleagues for the
lucid budget they have presented before the House in a very short period
and under circumstances over which they had hardly any control. _In doing
s0, I must not lose sight of the defects that have cropped up in the first
budget of the autonomus province of Assam. .

Sir, I am not going to criticize the budget now. I only wish to draw
the attention of the House to the following grievances and demands of the
people I represent. Most of the hon. members of this House ,are aware that
Jaintia pargana is the only temporarily-settled area in the district of Sylhet.
‘I'hough belonging to a far advanced district like Sylhet, and though it pays
large amounts as land revenue and local rates, it is ever i neglected in respect
of education, communication and sanitation. Sir, Jaintia Pargana *contri.
butes much to the income of the North Sylhet Local Board, which for thijs
reason can boast of having the greatest income of all the local boards in the
province. But the local board cares little for amecliorating the conditions of
education, communication and sanitation of the locality. Sir, the area is far
behind time in modern education. About 99 per cent. of the population s
composed of uneducated agriculturists. There are only 90 primary schools and
mzktabs throughout the whole area consisting of no less than 700 villages.
Jaintia deserves the special attention of Government in this respect,

As regards communication, excepting  the portion of Sylhet-Shillong
Road lying between Dawki and Haripur, Jaintia has got practically no road
communication worthy to be mentioned. Some of the local board roads
have been turned into impenetrable forest mahals.

1 1 Within this long period
of 101 years of British rule the two most important places, Gowainghat and

-~
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Kanaighat in Jaintia have not up to this day been connected by a suitable
Toad, which is a crying need of the people. I ask the Hon’ble Minister for
the Public Works Department to take notice of it kindly.

Sir, Jaintia Pargana is an abode of malaria and cholera, which visit
1t t::'lvery year and take a heavy toll. Adequate medical relief is urgently
needed.

Sir, antiquated invidious Forest laws and regulations have also brought
untold miseries on the people of Jaintia. On flimsical grounds and some-
times on no grounds they are very often harassed and prosecuted for cutting
and selling fire-wood from their private land and for taking grass for fodder
from unclassed State Forest. As they have no grazing land for their cattle,
lﬂley are very often forced by circumstances to take grass from Government
and,

Sir, for selling fire-wood from their own _holdipg.about 500 wood ' cutters
of Rajaganj and the ncighbouring villages in Jaintia have been harassed,
Prosecuted and fined heavily for nothing. I urge upon Government to
exempt them from fines and to make arrangement for them to cut and sell
fire-wood from their own land at large.

The Hon’ble Minister of Education has been criticised by some hon.
members that he could find money for Madrassas and no money for other
nation-building departments. This remark, I think, is the most unchari-
table one in view of the fact that Sylhet has got a first grade Sanskrit Col-
lege of many years standing, the expenditure of which far exceeds that of
Sylhet Government Madrassa. But the hon. member has not got a word to
say against it. The institution o_f Title Clas§cs in .thev Sylhet Government
Madrassa for the provision of higher Islamic studies is welcomed by the
Muslims from al!l sides.

It does not look well on the part of the popular Government not to pro-
vide money for the opening of the Medical School at Sylhet, the buildings
of which are being wasted for nothing. In this connection, Sir, I may sug-
gest to the Hon’ble Ministers to see if they could not start the work of open-
ing the said Medical School out of the closing balance of Rs.2,26,000 which
has been shown in the budget.

One word more and I finish. Much criticism has been hurled against
the provision that has been made for the Ministers’ salary. 1T think Sir, in
this connection the prestige of Assam is concerned. We should ,give our
Ministry a salary which will keep them above reproach,

Sryjur PARAMANANDA DAS: My hon, friend Khan Sahib Maulavi

Sayidur Rahman asked a very pertinent question—‘what a critic of the budget
would have done had ke been the Finance Minister’ ? I am acritic of the
budget but I am not Finance Minister. So I cannot tell what I should have
done exactly in his position. However I shall answer his ques tion to the best
of my ability.
. In case T would have been the Finance Minister T would have a major-
ity behind me. With the help of that majority I would have effected re-
fgrms, of course within the four corners of the Government of India Act, 1935.
First of all 1 would have conciliated the masses by reducing the land reve-
nue o a proper extent, By using the adjective proper I mean I would
have ascertained to what extent the prices of commodities have fallen with
the aid of an economist. He would have supplied me the index figure indi-
cating the fall. I would have proposed reduction of land revenue to that
extent which the index figure warranted. 3

Sccondlx, I would have cancelled all the licenses granted to opium-eaters
of Assam. This would not have created any disadvantage of the ~ opium-
caters, because I know, in jails opium-eaters do not feel the want ot that
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substance.. That would not have sufficed me, I should have appointed in-
formers at the place of origin so that smuggling cc_>u1d not take  place.
Besides this there would have remained the usual excise officers to prevent
smuggling. I would have stopped all licenses of country liquor shops ir} tea
garden areas, for I know these shopsare degenerating labourers, their in-
come is limited ; if they spend their paltry income on drugs they will be
obliged to fast atleast two daysa weck. Excise officers would have been
on vigorous look out, so that illicit manufacture might not take place. [
fear excise officers would . not have been able to stop altogether illicit manu-
facture. In spite of all these illicit manufactures, I would have cancelled
licenses of country liquor shops in those areas, for I cannot appreciate the
argument, because 1 cannot detect illicit manufax:turt?,_ others should be
allured to drink that drug. I would have made provisions for education
of these people, for I know their cheap labouris an important factor for
the development of the province. ; 3

But, Sir, partial remission of land revenue, total refusal of opium lcen-
ses and stoppage of country liquor to tea garden labourers would have
entailed a deficit in the revenue of Government. In. order to make up
that deficiency I would have put a cut upon all salaries from Rs.50 and
upwards on a rising scale, that is, bigger the salary bigger the percentage of
cuts. I know I could not have been able to touch the salarics of services
termed ‘Imperial’. But I would have tried to persuade these officers so that
they might part with a portion of their salaries by way of cut. I might have
been successful or not, but I would not have cared for that atall. I would
have taxed the cinema-goers, I would have levied provincial income-tax and
would have enhanced the death duties. By this way I would have made up
the deficit and I would have done many things more after taking the opi-
nion of committees which I would have appointccl_before the budget session
of the Assembly, namely, the retrenchment committee and the development
committee, : 4

Sir, this is my ideal. If anything falls short of that ideal in the budget
I must criticise it, for without ruthless criticism I cannot achieve my object.
The budget falls short of our expectation. My hon. friend Moulana Abdul
Hamid Khan has very aptly remarked that you will get everything in the
budget except provision for the peasants and labourers upon whom the whole
political and economic structure stands. Sir, we hoped our prul,;-_J.r Ministers
would face the agrarian problems and labour problems boldly. That should
be the starting point of every national l?udgct wortl} th'c name,

Now, Sir, I turn to our local subjects. We live in Zemindary areas of
Goalpara district. There too distress due to economic depression is very
acute. Certificate cases have swelled up ; many have been compelled to
quit their hearth and home in order to satisfy the rent demands of the
Court of Wards. Many have lost everything, in cash, in cattle and in
ornaments in_order to save their homesteads and agricultural lands, We
are paying rents year in and year out, but we do not get anything
in return from the proprietors. In the temporarily-settled districts
people have at least the consolation that their money is being utilised
by their own Government, but we have not even that, Government are
by honour bound not to touch the revenue which they are to get from
the proprictors, they can neither increase nor decrease it. Sir, may I not
ask our  Council of Ministry to legislate on the line that the proprietors
must spend a portion of the rents they get for the welfare of their tenants ?
Sir, our Subdivision is under-represented in Provincial and Subordinate
services. The only M. B. passed man of our Subdivision has not yet
been able to secure any Government service,
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In our subdivision there are about 150 venture schools still unrecog=

nised by educational authorities ; the Local Board, Goalpara, has not suffi-
cient sum to make any provision for them.

In matters of communication our district specially our subdivision is
far behind other districts of Assam. Though about the whole length of
Assam Trunk Road has been metalled or improved otherwise, the section
from Lakhipur to Fakirganj has been allowed to rot. From the reply of

the Hon’ble Minister for Public Works Department we learn that this sec-
tion is only a fair weather cartable track.

Sir, we have only one road maintained by the Public Works Department
on the North bank of the Goalpara subdivision. Thisroad is the only
outlet for Goilpara town people to Eastern Bengal Railway. On the third
mile of that road there is a rivulet -named Haripani. There is a Public
Works Department ferry.

Sir, itis a strange thing that as soon as the economic de
set 1n, the ferry rates have been doubled, even trebled in
of carts. Indeed the road has be
the people are feeling keenl

pression
tae case
en completely gravelled lately, but
: y the want of a bridge over the Haripani.
Nobody now wishes to open bus service from Jogighopa to Bongaigaon

for want of this bridge. Sir, in our subdivision journey is very difficult
this time. I had to pass full 23 miles in a buffalo cart to reach
Bongaigaon. It took me 11 hours. As regards ferry rates we hope that our
popular Minister would revise the Public Works Department ferry rates ;
but I find no indication whatsoever in the Budget figures.

Sir, I now turn to the Budget figures. Local bodies are to get:
Rs.8,63,076 as grant for primary education. There is a provision of
Rs.30,227 for excluded areas. I hope in the matter of venture schools,
other local boards are in similar position to what I described about Goalpara:
Local Board. Our primary school teachers are very underpaid. Their scale
ol pay needs revision. These teachers want the scale of pay which is allowed
in bovqrnmcnt primary schools. Without improving their pay, we cannot
expect improvement in teaching., Again therc is another factor, namely
fcmaic education which is in a very backward state. In this connection, I
wish to bring to the notice of the House that the curriculum followed in
these girls’ schools should be radically changed. With literary education all
other domestic works besides knitting and weaving need be introduced  Sir,
we have enough of educated youth vagabonds out of the present system of
gﬂzf?etéozdﬂ‘“’c do not want vagabond spinsters any more. Will the sum
o Educatio:f% ftgr‘thc growing needs of the province P Our popular Minister
Brimary ed'ucafi:;m Ellottmg the lump sum of Rs.50,000 for the cxpansion of
SUBT AT provisioz should havg: sur\:’CYc_d the whplc situation, and then _madc
i e S. :I_l'le plain thing is tha‘t in t'he interests of primary
R5.20.000 to1 revision of the Budget. There is an item of grant of

8.4U,V00 to local bodies for special education. If that means industrial
education, then the sum j o o :

1s quite 1nsufficient.

Hospsi‘t‘;l-un‘li?;l:lcfiidnl\dcdical, we find a provision is made for the new S;adiy%
With the excenti © need of any hospital in other parts of the province :

i tich ption of a contribution to Goalpara Dispensary Female Ward,
jor W CL We'areigedteivls and n contribitonit s Barpeta Leper Asylum, we
find no other grants made o local boards for any new medical project.  Sir,
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the only redeeming feature of the Medical Budget is that for the first time
Rs.8,000 have been set apart as subsidy to rural medical practitioners. I
hope this scheme will be a successful one and it is likely to do some good to
village people.

~ Sir, I shall now discuss the grants to local bodies from the Head—Public
Health. In this connection, I shall not bring the contribution of India
Government for economic development of rural ‘areas within the picture at
all. " Sir, we have just claimed upon the revenue of Government for such
matters as water supply and sanitation. From the Budget figures we find an
allotment of Rs.16,050 for water supply which sum’ is to go to Tezpur
Municipality and Rs.30 only to Garo Hills District Fund. But I ask the
pertinent question—*“ Does the Hon’ble ‘Minister for Publ:c. Health think
that he has discharged his responsibility towards the local bodies by granting
those Rs.16,080 ?” ark

I'shall now discuss grants to local bodies under Head—Civil Works.
Here too I shall not bring in the contribution from India Government into
the discussion. I find the cut in the grant-in-aid last year has been restored.
But we expected our popular Finance Minister would double that grant-in-
aid. However, some credit goes to him. -

Now, Sir, T shall discuss Budgét provisions under sub-head—Communica-
tions. Here too I shall not bring the subvention from the Road Development
Fund into the picture, in order to show how far our popular Minister has
discharged responsibilities regarding this out of the revenue 'o'f' the Govern-
ment. I find a provision of Rs.7,600 has been made for original w?rk and
in communication a provision of Rs.25,000 has been charged in this head.
The Hon’ble Minister has provided Rs.17,99,700 (voted)—Rs.300 charged—
Rs.3,45,500 for Excluded areas for repair works. But I submit, Sir,
Government are bound to spend these sums inasmuch as a sick man . must
spend something on medicine if he wishes to live longer. The thing is, we
need expansion. Without all round expansion the economic factors opera-
ting are disturbed, and stagnation comes in and with the stagnation comes
spiritual death.

Mauravi JAHANUDDIN AHMED: = Sir, let me congratulate the
Hon’ble the Finance Minister on his presentation of the budget in so nice a
manner. The estimated income of the year under the consideration has,
unlike the budget of the other years, shown a surplus of two lakhs and
twenty-six thousands. :

Criticisms have been levelled from all quarters of this House ‘as to the
nature of the budget being very much narrow in outlook, lack of foresight and
statesmanship.  But, Sir, within a space of 4 months of the regime of this
Ministry, as we find, a fair attempt to grapple the burning needs and prob-
lems affecting the mass and solution of unemployment has been done,

But, Sir, in a province where 72 per cent. of the people are agricul-
turists the Government of Assam have not thought of even establishing an
agricultural school and have rest satisfied with having made provisions only
for a few fat salaried officers who care very little for visiting the rural areas
rather than look into the improved mode of cultivation, better fieldwork and
manuring and see to the marketing of their produce to gct a proper yield of
their labour. :

The agricultural indebtedness of the poor cultivators is g patent fact.
The Assam Money Lenders Act, and setting up rural arbitration boards for
settlement of debts are no doubts healthy and laudable measures (But the
eficet of these should reach the poor cultivators through gradual {raining of
the mass mind and liberal education.
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Sir, in a province like Assam and in keeping with the past history of
bright traditions and self-respect the establishment of a University and a High
Court was much expected. And the Council of Ministers receive no good
praise for want of such a much needed measure and lack of attempt at such a
vital question of the province.

Sir, there is no knowing how long the province of Assam shall have to
continue to be tagged with the sister province of Bengal. The figures
obtained does give us a hope that it would be quite within our means to
have the project materialised.

The total annual recurring expenditure which the Government of Assam
is to bear for the maintenance of the Calcutta High. Court as share cost and
for Law officers is one lakh and sixty-one thousand. The present sale of
court-fees to Assam by the Calcutta High Court is 18 thousand and for the
enrolment of Advocates Assam pays Rs.7,000, to the Calcutta High Court.
Thus‘a sum of Rs.25,000 is annually paid to the Calcutta High Court as her
quota from Assam which will be double if not more, if a High Court is
established with a total present annual income of two lakhs eleven thousand.

Sir, the figures obtained do not disappoint us but a well thought-out
plan is required so as to have the project fructified. Sir, about the Univer-
sity, I have no figures with me at present but I suppose, Sir, the examination
fees realised from the students of Assam are sufficient, for the .establishment
of a University in Assam, about which a statement was made by the
Hon’ble Finance Minister since years back. Sir, 1t 1s no longer sclf-respect-
ing neither profitable to be a. continual hanger on, t'he :sistcr province of
Bengal, when with a little statesmanship and bold ministerial policy we can
have the same materialised. : : ;

Sir, supply of good drinking water to- the entire province is a crying
need. The need is so vitally connected with the very existence of the
masses that Sir, scanty provision of drinking water for the. entire population
of the province is more than a passing phase. I am sure, Sir, no good
Government can overlook such a pressing need of its people when to their
very face they see that thousands of people are dying of all sorts of epidemics
every year owing to want of good drinking water. Sir, the memorable
carthquake of 1931 rendered unfit the few tanks and wells that we had in the
district of Goalpara and Sir, may I submit that any provision to supply the
district with some good drinking water. would be more than a smile of
favour. :

Basu KARUNA SINDHU ROY : Sir, the budget that has been
presented before us has been laboured out as a surplus one, inspite of debts
to the Government of India. The allegation of  irresponsibility that was
levelled against us yesterday by the Hon’ble Finance Minister may well be
fhr'iflted against him in return for the presentation of such a budget, which
:il:sccn:;ﬂited tloupc a deficit one. This budget deserves to be thrown out in
ClEshes ané- teInlt:'-t:rzn:},' amongst peasantry, unemployment among the middle
SEiDns OATEER 1L Uiy, economic distress in the villages have not drawn the
¢ ‘ntion of the hon. members of this cabinet who are also the
representatives of these aggrieved people. Sir, we cannot tolerate the idea

: € poor villagers. Revenue from forests, excise, stamps
in:d?ﬁféﬁ?s’ s Sl}Ould be g?adually curtailed. Expenditure under certain
Ieknow e i?]‘i_(iiubg Increased to give relief to the poor people. Sir, though

€ a cry in the wilderness my suggestion to Government
ke_ good the loss to be sustained in case of decrease in
¢ in the expenditure, if made according to the sugges-
dy been made on the floor of this House. My sugges-
lows —Provincial and subordinate services should be

revenue and increas
tions that have alrea
ions would be as fo
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‘amalgamated. I do not understand why persons having same qualifications
and same standard of education in both services should be unjustly subjected
to different grades of pay and prospects. So this amalgamation, if effected,
will make a substantial amount of savings, in the budget, I should also
suggest that all the posts of the Heads of: Departments should be aholished.
The Seccretaries to Government should function the duties  of these
abolished posts. Somz posts of Deputy Secretaries, Under Secretaries,
Assistant Secretaries should be increased. 1In place of departmental experts
persons who are specially versed in certain subjects should be appeinted
the 'Secretary, Deputy Secretary and Under-Secretary in departments in
which these subjects are dealt with. At the time of selection and distribution
of duties the extent of responsibilities should be taken into consideration, as

“for instance Director of Public Instruction should be the Education Sccretary
and under him the Director of Agriculture should function as Deputy
Secretary and Director of Industrics as Under-Secretary and  all these
Secretaries should have Assistant Secretaries, who should be recruited from
the Secretariat Assistants. The present Head Assistants are sufficiently
qualified to perform the function of these Assistant Secretarics. The posts
“of the Head Assistants and Registrars are not_required. = Scnior Assistants
will be quite competent to remain in-charge of cach of these subjects. It is
an undeniable fact that the office works of all Government offices are really
performed by these Assistants. Most of the high officials drawing large
“amount of salaries spend their time in gaity, in game and in race courses and
finish their duties in putting their signatures in files prepared by their Assis-
‘tants. There cannot be any questions regarding the efficiency of these
_Assistants and we need not go very far for citing an example. Sir, as _I have
no time to go into the detail I am sorry, I cannot show by working out
comparative fizures of the proposed gradation of salaries of each of the
Secretaries and Assistants and of all the Heads of the Departments how a
huge amount of money can be saved without affecting the efficiency in
any way. =t

Sir as regards public works, it is most regrettable that scanty provision
has been made in the budget for the irrigation purposcs. An Irrigation
branch is an urgent necéssity to save the poor agriculturists who form the
bulk of the population of the province, from utter destruction. Th(‘-l_f crops

‘are constantly being damaged by dearth of water and floods and their lands
remain uncultivated for want of proper S?PPIY of. water.  Canals ang
wells are required to be excavated for irrigating the fields. Bunds are to be
constructed for accumulating water and for the checking of floods, The
people of Sunamganj subdivision specially suffer often from all thcss: natura]
calamities but this subdivision is always neglected. Sunamganj aIWays
remains unthought of and uncared for and unlooked after. Immediate ge s
should be taken to construct bunds in Abuna Khal near village
Pirojpur under police station Sunamganj, in Rotta Khal near Sukhajr
under police station Dharampassa, in Gaglakhali uqder: police station
Dharampassa and in Fechidala under police station Jagannathpur,
It is highly regrettable that no provision has been made under head—
Original Works Communications for Sunamganj though from the birth of the
town till now not a pie has been. spent for this unfortunate subdivision. I
appeal to the members of the Communications Board to remember this
unlucky subdivision. A good deal of saving may be affected in the provi-
sions made in the budget for the expenditure in the Public Works Depart-
ment, It is absolutely unnecessary that there should be any residential
buildings. Officers can easily live in hired houses which are always availa-
ble in the town. All the old buildings should be sold at once and the scheme

iy
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for ‘conistruction of new ~works shotild be ‘abandoried. The construction 'of
work detailed in items 19 and 21 of the Ptiblic Works Departient budget
éstimate for original Works under 50.-~Civil 'Works should be stopped.

The construction of policé stations in Beanibazar and Barleka are quite
atinecessary. It is quite possiblé for the police officers to rule the jurisdic-
tions u‘ndc;r proposed police stations from Jaldhup. The work ‘cdn be well
managed if they remain in camps in alternate batches. I know, Sir,it s
not difficult for thesé officers to find camps in villages. ‘The police officers
belong to ever privileged class of Goverhment though they do more harm
to the peoplé than good. * The oppression of innocents dnd showing favour
to the real culprits'are almost the daily doings of the police officials.

The post of the 'Superinitending “Engineers ‘should be abolished.  The
intermediate department ' {s quité unmnecessary. The Executi‘vc Engi_neer_s
will be able to'imanagé the duties pérformed by the Superinténding Engineers
and have direct ¢orrespondence with ' the Public. Works Department Secret-
ariat. The Chiel Engineer should not be given the special allowance. He
is'only performing the dutiés of the Secretary. A Chief Engineer does
nothing except checking ‘the plans of buildings and roads, His tour in
Mofussils 1s'a formal one. ' I knew one Chief Engineer who spent his time
in holiday excursion and ‘il other games:. In the absence of garhe for
hunting - he felt himself satisfied in catching even a small butterfly and
showing it to his companions with thé remark  See what a beautiful animal
I have caught . " The post of the Registrar should }?‘? abolished. This post
has no other functions than the distribution of receipts. 1If the Minister in
charge cannot find others for doing these dutiés he should himself take
charge of this distribution, T regret that out of Rs.27,800 shown in the
budget to be utilized for some new schemes, nothing is to be spent for the
Sunamganj subdivision although to protect that town from the erosion of
the Surma river is an urgent necessity.

MaAuLAvI BADARUDDIN AHMED: Sir, the budget we are = dis-
¢ussing is said to be a balanced budget, but on close scrutiny of the
mass of figures I find the budget is not so imposing as it looks.  With
a deficit of 32 Jakhs in® the year 1936-37 and a liability of 90 ‘lakhs
the budget ‘cannot be called a surplus budget. T ‘must 'say = that I
am disappointed to find ‘the budget of the autonomous Governmerit
in" its present compléxion. With the change in the system of ‘accounts
I anticipated a budget distinct in its character from the budgets hitherto pre-
sénted to  this House. But alas that is not to be. 1 sympathise
with the Hon’ble Ministers in this uncomfortable position.

. So far as my Subdivision is concerned the budget is still more
disappointing to me, Mangaldai, as the hon. members know, i$ back-
:j”arcllc o all respects. ' Tts communication is' bad.  Tts water is un-
B:‘::] \‘:h:t. dIot‘ is‘ﬁb;cg:kwal'd in matters of education and rural sanitation.
soever for the ' imiprovermen: Bl;dgc}ty? e e e
Firbchith. P ot this '‘negelected subdivisiont 'in any
: }-Sclr_.,n;] I come from the Da};:fan.g Muslim Cgp‘_;v.ﬁtqé;_ﬁ;;_ The = Mus-
mm Lommunity of Darfang is provérbially poor  and backward - in
I‘,omt_of educatnon. The hon. members will be surprised to hear that
only in last year one Assamese Muslim boy  could pass  the Matri-
culﬂt'£09,Exa_mlflat;Okl from the Tezpur Subdivision during the wholé of
the ‘B;I‘}FISII regime. 'This is'really pitiable. The hon;' members 'should
not think that no Muslim boys come ‘and véad, 'but in the town
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they do not get any place for their stay under suitable guardians nor is there
a hostel for them worth the name. After a few years’ reading in the School
as soon as they come in contact with the undesirable persons they
discontinue going to school and mar their whole future career. Is
not Government reponsible for these young men ? The Hon’ble Minister
in charge has not thought it proper to make some provision in this direction
in the Budget.

Again, Sir, Mangaldai is one of the subdivisions of Darrang Dis-
trict. It is a most neglected part of the Province. There 1s one
Government High School. The plinth of the School -building is  still
a katcha one. In the months of Phalgoon and Chaifra the plinth be-
comeés full of dust. Every step of a boy accompained with strong wind
in - Phalgoon month makes the rooms full of dust. Is it hygienic, Sir ?
Are not the lives of the children reading in the School as much
valuable as the lives of those of the authority concerned ?

There is a Moslem Hostel ; I need not say much of it. The
Hon’ble Chief Minister when he was practising as a pleader saw this
hostel building. It consists of 8 or 9 thatched houses lying in the
background of the imposing Town Middle Vernacular School Building.
The hostel buildings are hardly visible from the sadar road. The con-
dition of the hostels (the less said the better) is. worse than so many
stables. I cannot refrain from saying that the condition of the Hindu
Hostel is almost the same. This alsois situated near the theatre Hall.
The boarders used to dance and jump to the tune of the harmonium
when any play is staged in the Hall. Although the Government has
reserved a site for the Hostel buildings they have not thought it proper
to remove the Hostel to the site as yet. In the Budgct of 1936-37
Government was pleased to make a provision for the construction of a
Muslim Hostel with the Superintendent’s quarters, but asa measure of
economy the scheme was postponed in the revised estimates of the year.
In the present Budget although there is a surplus the scheme has been
altogether dropped. It is a misfortune for the Mangaldai public that when
any economic measure is to be adopted, the Government withdraws the
grant already made to it. Before the Sylhet Flood a grant of 55 thousand
rupees for a water-works at Mangaldai Town was made. But when
funds for the relief of the flood stricken peop e were required the Go-
vernment was pleased to transfer the grant to the relief work. We do
not grudge it. But it is most deplorable that from that year the Go-
vernment has not considered the fate of the people of the Mangaldaj
town, although Government admits that the water of the town is ng-
toriously bad.

Sir, the Co-operative movement as it is reported from the other pro-
vinces is found working wonders towards the uplift of the villagers. But
in our province, specially in the Mangaldai Subdivision, as I have seen
due to lack of proper supervision and want of required inculcation “of
spirit of educative value of the movement, taking of loans from the Co-
operative Societies appears to be a horror to the villagers. Many of
the Societies have gone into liquidation due to the fault of the office-
bearers who in some cases issued loans to persons without considering
their repaying capacity and in some cases issued loans to themselves in
reality giving names of some imaginary persons. In the long run when the
loans became quite irrecoverable the societies wind up their business.
The members of the Village Societies being responsible to unlimited
liability the entire liability is recovered from the few solvent members,
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which leads the movement towards the verge of unpopularity among
the Vl”:’:l.gCI‘S. The Registrar considers himself to have finished his work after
inspecting the accounts of the few roadside Socicties. Will this sort of
work do any good to the country, Sir ? A simple visit to a Society
will no doubt make the Registrar and his staff entitled to draw travel-
ling allowance, but this will do nothing towards the betterment of the
villages unless there should be a separate and distinct class of officers
specially trained to inculcate the beneficial side of the movement. In
the budget I am surprised to see that though some provision has been
rr-la:dc to train the existing .inspecting staff in this direction no pro-
vision has been made to maintain a separate audit staff. Unless the staff
be strengthened those trained officers will get very little time to devote
themselves to the education side of the movement after doing their ordi-
nary audit work. If the budget is really a surplus one I do not see why
Go&/‘crnmcnt failed to make a provision to maintain a separate audit
staff.

Sir, in the distribution of Government grants to the Local Boards I find
Government has not hitherto followed any principle. The Government
policy of distributing grants to Local Boards should be based not on
requirements but should be in proportion to local rates realised by each
Board. Owing to Government not following this policy the Mangaldai
Local Board has suffered a good deal.

Sir, for the administration of the Rural Development Fund and proper
and timely utilization of the allotments made to the districts, the District
Committees should be re-organised with the present members of the
Legislature. ;

Sir, the surplus amount has been kept over to meet the demand at the time
of emergency. I have nothing to say about it. Sir, to prevent the frequent
recurrence of floods in the different parts of the province a bold step is
called for.  Government may consider the advisability of opening an
Irrigation Department in Assam as a preliminary step in that direction.

Sir, most of the electorates in my constituency are illiterate. They
do not understand what is a balanced budget and what is a deficit budget
and they also do not want to know that. They want a reduction in land
revenue, good drinking water, a drop of medicine during their time of illness,
and facility for education. S,ir, the first and foremost demand of my cons-
tituency is the reduction in land revenue. Government should find out ways
and means to grant a reduction in the land revenue at least.

With these few words I beg to resume my seat. (1
Parli Basu BALARAM SIRCAR: Sir, at the outset I thank the British
Bacﬁi‘::élt for allocation of so many seats in this House to the Tribal,
Solisedt by bagiiocpressed class. people. Formerly the cHouse sy e o
We find in thi a'al chosen classes, but to-day it offers a different spectacle.
Thts 13 Aoy 1s Chamber to-day from a high class Brahmin to a Pariah even.
i e dc; the liberal and broad political view of the British people for
c]assgs‘ refI'erre ;ctrc;.n; ggjztfelt thanks of the down-trodden dumb masses of the

Ir, 1 now turn to the by ior to my speaking anything about it
I beg to dra‘w the attention oft:l tgl::é'HcI:L:;grtoo thg Dl?:pressegd Class Conference
held in this very Hall in 1934 at the instance of Government. The
aims and objects of the Conference were to ameliorate the condition of the
said classes, Accordingly the members representing the depressed classes
passed some resolutions, viz,—

(1) a scheme for the spread of education amongst the depressed

classes ; ‘ ' ,



(2) reservation of seats in the various Boards ;

" (3) proper share in Public Services ; and

- (4) settlement of waste lands, excise and o

fishery mahals and ferries, etc.

Though more than two years have elapsed no action on these resolutions

has “been” taken by Government, and they waited patiently for their

countrymen of the Reformed Council to whom' all powers of Government

“have been transferred by the Government of India Act, 1935, to do some-

thing on their behalf. But to our utter misfortune and disappaintment we

find no improvement at all. The budget presented to the House repeats the

old story.  No provision has been made for the uplift of these classes., They
are allowed to remain where they were:

Sir, ifis a known fact that the depressed classes asa whole are
very poor. As such they cannot afford to mect the educational expenses of
their children. Consequently 99 per cent. of the people are illiterate, Theres
fore if there is any class that requires Government support and encourage-
ment it is the depressed class only. Instead, we find in the budget the
handsome grants allotted to Missionary School, Madrassas, private Colleges,
etc., but not a cowric is provided to spread education amongst the depress-
ed classes, and thereby Government have ignored and overlooked the
demands totally of a needy class of people.

Sir, in rural areas it will be seen that almost all schools are. located in
places where there are a sufficient number of enlightened people far far away
from the depressed class localities. This being the case the little boys of the
depressed classes feel oo much inconvenience to attend schools situated at a

great distance, and consequently in’ many cases they give up their studies

for this reason. This can be avoided by opening schoolsin nearer gquarters

where there are ' sufficient number of depressed class students, Similarly
there are no, dispensaries in the depressed areas.” The result is that these
people are dying like ‘cats and dogs whenever any epidemic bréaks out.
‘Again, Sir, the epidemic is mainly due to the scarcity of pure drinking water.
So I urge the Hon’ble Minister of Education to allot some special grants for
the depressed classes to establish some schools at least for ‘the compulsory
primary education in their localities and ‘to grant special scholarships and
free studentships to the depressed students to enable them to prepare for
higher studies. ' ' ' LR
‘Sir, I also request the Hon’ble Minister, of Liocal Self-Government
Department to make special provision for opening charitable dispensaries and
for digging wells for pure drinking water in the depressed areas where there
no such facilities. o : '

THE HoN’BLE REV: J. J. M. NICHOLS ROY : ~ Will the hon. member

make it clear what localities he means ?

. BasUBALARAM SIRCAR : In' the subdivision of Karimganj. The
dispensaries there are too small in number. = Prvy e

. THE "HoN’sre 'tHe SPEAKER ¢ “The hon, member will please try to
finish "his speech. ¥ el bt i) st

BAasU BALARA

pium shops, forest mahals,

: M SIRCAR : Government are kind enough to grant
sufficient allotment to the local bodies for these purposes but they
show'great apathy towards the needs of these classes of people.  Unless and
until” there is pressure from Government side to these bodies our cries will go
unheeded as before, TV EIIMMENL 5146, to these .bodie G CT1ES :

Sir, specially T beg to draw the attention of the House that in the last
drought in Karimganj subdivision where depressed  class people are in
majority many people suffered a great deal for want of pure,drinking water
and people had 1o draw water from a remoté tank and_sometimes from
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private tanks at the cost of their health, Further, there are no dispensaries
in_the subdivision within easy reach for first. medical aid to the depressed
classes at times of epidemic and this is a matter which it is hoped will en-
gage the kind attention of Government.

With these few words I resume my seat.

Sejur DEVESWAR SARMAH: On a point of information, Sir,
Shall we be allowed to put in our written speeches to-day or the next day ?

Tue Hoy'ere THE SPEAKER : I do not know what the hon. member
means,

Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAH : Most of us have yet to make our sub-
mission to this House, and: it is the practice in this. House to read written
speeches. Should we be right in handing in our speeches as we may not have
time to.deliver them ?

Tre Hon'BLE THE SPEAKER :  That cannot be allowed. 'The hon.
member knows that speeches are to be delivered in this House, and while
one member may be capable of doing so extempore another member may
find it easier to write out his speech and then read it. Although written
speeches should be discouraged I haye thought it better to allow this practice
in regard to the gencral discussion of the Budget. I, however, think that there
has. been sufficient discussion of the Budget ; and what I feel is_that after the
leader of the opposition has had his say the Congress Party should not have
put up any more members, Similarly the Members of the Ministerial party
also should not have spoken after the criticisms, made by the leaders of the
parties which now comppse the. Ministerial patty.

MauLAvi MABARAK ALI: Sir, with other hon, members, who have
done so, I also like to offer my congratulation, to the Hon’ble Ministers for
the lucid speeches with which they have treated the House at the time. of
prescn_tation of the budget. But Sir, L have to find fault with many aspects
of the budget as it is my duty to critigise it from the point of view of the

eople.
g p_Si_r, the budget for the year 1937-38 has been placed before the House
and the hon. members have been criticising the various figures in details
both, on the.receipt as well as, on the expenditure side of it. Many hen,
members. have come out with their respective local grievances and the
Hon’ble, Ministers are taking note of them very minutely as if some remedy
and relief might come out ofit; ox, it may be that the hon. members
owe. their duty to the constituency and they like to. show to their voters
that they, are at least crying for the amelioration of’ th!ﬂé grle";-:nces- But,
Sir, I wonder are they really serious about it ? I like to raﬁr the cailtten-.t_m‘n‘
of this hon. House a bit deeper into the very root of the po ﬁYdaIn l‘Pi‘m_Cl-
ples governing the whole budget presented before the Houscdanh ZAk0) ‘111_{6
t0.point it,out. to all that unless the outlook of the policy. 370, the ‘principles
are, changed, there is no hope of bringing relicf to_their constituencies or to
the loitering masses of the province. All the fine speeches will be like crying
in the wilderness.. What I mean toimpress upon he House is this, that the
budget is, hopelessly disappointing for there. is N0 SCOPE for improvement in
it, And I venture to justify my views.on the following grounds, from out
of amultitude.

We haye heard; so much of provingial autonomy—we have heard that
e A alathe G e SN e and [opepmany WIILELSIE DY
feeling that in this province of Assam, the Ministry are groping in the d'al:k-
ness of a bureaucratic regime., We. see around; us, in almost all the countries-
in. the, world, nay in some of our neighbouring proyinces, the budget is going-
to, e framed, on . planned- economy, ; but the very first reason for the failure
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of our budget is that it has no economic plan or scheme behind it. ‘Tt is- as
if to drag on somehow. The budget of a country should surely be the index
of its problems and also of the solution proposed thereof. But what are the
problems in this poor province of Assam ?  Poverty has saddled upon the
agriculturists of our province who form about 80 per cent. of the population.
Floods and drought are kind enough to visit a major portion of it almost
annually only to add to this. Tiliteracy is reigning supreme. The unem-

ployment problem both in the educated middle class and in the jlliterate -

peasantry is looming large and the problem is e:ating into the vitality of the
population of the province. The influence 9f hqupr a_nd _Opium has un-
manned a large section of the people. ~ Various epidemic diseases are taking
their immense tolls year after year and people in villages die in large num-
bers suffering from discases without any treatment whatsoever and without a
drop of medicine. The villagers go without drinking water in the burning
sun of long summer days, nay, they quench their thirst by muddy water,
that too taking from a long distance. The poor people suffer from the chilly
cold in winter for want of sufficient clothings. The foreign capital is taking
out from the heart of the province a huge amount by way of dividends,
leaving the son of the soil poorer. The labourers in factories as well as in
fields are living a life of veritable animals, half-fed and half-clad, having no
education or facility for high amusements—Godless and hopeless. = These are
the problems that any Government which will come into power shall have
to face and face with boldness. But I confess that the present budget has
failed even to venture an attempt towards that. It offers no solution as to
crying problems in the province, hence it is an utter failure. _

As I have said before, in the absence of an eye to these problems in the
budget the question of solution cannot arise therein. = ; -

As against these problems, even a glance at the receipt side is sufficient
to convince anyone that the whole policy of taxation is vicious and divorced
from realitics. The poor people are overtaxed. Some of my hon. friends
have said on the floor of this House that this surplus budget is not really a
surplus one, it is really a deficit one. But in my opinion this discussion of
deficit and surplus is useless ; and why ? Beca‘l?‘: the whole system of
taxation is unevenly distributed amongst the population. The poor man is
more heavily taxed while the rich people are exempted from their due share
of taxation for the provincial exchequer. The L_and Revc_nue, the Excise,
the Court-fees and Stamps, the Forest, all thesg direct taxations of the pro-
vincial legislature are devised to extract the coins of the poor and the present
budget has only aggravated the situation. S_1r, I say the system of taxation is
iniquitous and the present Ministry has failed even to approach it from a
correct angle of vision, not to speak of handling it in a proper way. I am
rather surprised to find a responsible Government, that cannot meet the pro-
blems of the masses for adequate funds, should go in for the luxury of the
restoration of temporary cuts in the fees of the associate pleaders and to fill
up the borrow pits in a particular locality. As I have already said, I do not
like to deal with the detailed figures, as I feel it useless—as matters stand,
the only remedy to rectify the present budget is to force the hands of
Government to curtail the top-heavy administration and ‘thereby to create
funds to meet the crying needs of the helpless masses. Sir, it is the constant
uneven taxation and disproportionate expenditure that bring revolution in
the country. This poor province of ours will be heading to a crisis if things
are permitted to go on like this. Sir, in any way, the disproportionate
method of taxation and the unjust expenditure on the administration and
the Police must go. Otherwise, I warn the Government that the revolt
of the hungry and the down-trodden is ahead.

-t
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Srijur BHAIRAB CHANDRA DAS:  Sir, T want to speak one word.
I find in the budget that a sum of Rs.2,400 has been put down for tea-garden
boys’ education. I thank Government for this. I may, however, point
out that the amount is too small. I therefore request the Hon’ble Minister
for Education to see his way to increase the amount.

Tue Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : Do the hon. members desire to sit for
another half hour ? The next day we sit we shall have only one hour and
that will be given to the Hon’ble Ministers.

(As several hon. members wanted to speak, the Hon’ble Speaker agreed
to continue the sitting for some time more.)

Srijur BINODE KUMAR J. SARWAN:  May I speak a word, Sir ?
o TrE Hon’sLe THE SPEAKER :  Yes, But the hon. member should be

rief.
Srijur BINODE KUMAR J. SARWAN : Sir, considering the number
of population of the tea gardens in Assam, which_ run to over ten lakhs of
people or about 14 millions of people and considering the amounts which
have been allotted for the different departments, I think the amount which
has been allotted for the education of the tea-garden labourers is too small.
I would therefore request the Hon’ble Minister for Education to allot a
more liberal amount so as to enable these poor and wretched people to have
more schools for the uplift and enlightenment of their children.

Mavravi ABDUL AZIZ: Sir, on an occasion like this, the usual prac-
tice is either to congratulate the Hon’ble Finance Minister or to condemn
him. But I think, Sir, there is a third course open and that is to congratu-
late him where he has done well and not to do so where he has not. I
follow this course and congratulate him for the frank and straightforward
way in which he has detailed his various limitations and disabilities in his
speech and also because I find that his speech is permeated with a strong
desire on his part to be more useful to the people and to be more helpful to
the communities who are in need of help.

Coming to the budget itself, I regret I cannot congratulate him on the
merits of the budget. It issaid to bea surplus budget, but, on the face of
it, it is a deficit budget in and out. Sir, the Hon’ble Finance Minister has
told us in his speech that the Government of India has very kindly written-
off a huge debt of this province amounting to a sum of Rs. 1,77,88,000,
which represents the debts contracted by this Government up to the
31st March 1936. But during the period between the 1st April 1936 to the
31st March 1937 there has been a deficit of Rs. 46,48,000. The interest
on this loan during this period has come to Rs. 86,000. He has_ also said
that this amount will have to be paid within 18 ljnOﬂtth This sum of
Re. 46,48,000 with its one-year old_child, namely  the interest of Rs. §6,000,
amounts to Rs. 47,38,000. Sir, if this sum had mdeed_appca:rt:d in the
budget at the time when the Hon’ble Minister was preparing his budget,
then certainly he must not have said that the budget 1s a surplus one.
Again, Sir, there is the liability for the State Provident Fund amounting
to Rs. 90,00,000, which was so long in the keeping of the Central Govern-
ment but which has been recently thrust on the Government of the province.
Sir, these State liabilities have been left out of consideration when the
surplus of Rs. 2,26,000 has been worked out. This enormous sum of 90
lakhs is quite sufficient to take away the breath of the province. From this
it appears that the financial position of Government is not at all hopeful,
not at all healthy. There are cankers eating into the soul of Government.
Therefore, Sir, it behoves the Ministry to make a strong determination to
build a healthy financial position purged of all debts and liabilities.
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It will not at all be interestitig, Sir, to' go ‘into the details of the
expenditure side of the budget, as it has failed to strike any néw liné but
has only followed the old beaten track which its predecessors have doie.
To me, Sir, the budget appears to be dull, colourless, afid commonplace
and is of the old bureaucratic type. A glance over the bloated figures of
the expenditure side at once tells us that the cost of administration under
all heads is prodigally enormous and out of all proportion and not “at 4ll
justified by the receipts. Sir, a réference to some of the départments will
bear out the truth of my remarks.

Now I shall refer to the Forest Départmént. We find under head
¢ Establishment, Pay of officers, Conservators, Deputy Conservators, Assis-
tant Conservators > the total expenditure amounts to Rs. 2,66,780 and pay of
subordinate forest establishment, Dispensary establishment—temporary esta-
blishment amounts to Rs. 3,14,400. Thus the pay of these two kinds of
officers amounts in all to Rs. 5,81,180 out of the total expéndituré under that
head amounting to Rs. 8,64,400. The travelling allowances of these officers
are Rs. 22,900 in non-excluded and Rs. 1,800 in excluded areas and the
travelling allowances of their establishment are Rs. 69,270 in non-excluded
and Rs. 11,000 in excluded areas. These give us a total travelling allow-
ance amounting to Rs. 1,04,970 out of a total expenditure of Rs. 8,64,400.
Thus the pay of officers takes up more than half, and travelling allowances
one-eighth of the total expenditure.

Similarly in Excise under head Superinténdénce, thé pay of the Excise
Commissioner is Rs. 22,994, the pay of his clerks Rs. 16,178, pay of servants
Rs. 1,142, Under head District Executive Establishment, the pay of Excise
Inspectors is Rs. 72,146, clerks Rs. 22,415, servants Rs. 25,994. Under
head Distillery—pay of clerks Rs. 1,021, pay of Excise Inspectors
Rs. 19,258, servants Rs. 3,488. All these figures, Sir, come to Rs 1,86,096,
which is clearly over a quarter of the total expenditure of Rs.4,57,700. Hete
the travelling allowances are Rs. 2,200 under head Supérintendence,
Rs. 48,770 under head District Executive Establishmient, Rs. 420 under head
Distilleries and all these come to Rs. 51,940. :

TaE Hon'BrLE THE SPEAKER : Hon: member will please curtail ‘his
speech.

: Mavravi ABDUL AZIZ: Very well Sir, referring to Registration we
find the same story. The pay of officers is Rs.69,275, pay of clerks Rs.40,819
and that of servants Rs.7,465 which in 4ll amount to Rs.1,17,559 out of a
total of Rs. 1,37,700. LMY,

Under the head General Administration thé position is the same. Fete
we have two new additions, viz., the Public Service Commission and g
Council—the two prodigal sons of the new Reforms. The Public Sérvice
Commission costs Rs. 63,000 and the Legislative Council costs' Rs. 35,000 and
odd. The latter is an uncalled for imposition or rather infliction so to' say,
on the revenue for which the governance will not improve any fhe léast.
The Public Service Commission is also an unwelcome addifional burden and
I am of opinion it would have been well for the administration if it could
help without it for some years yet.

Then, Sir, in the centre of the budget we find the colossal figure undés
the head—Police—which comes to 23 lakhs of rupees and odd. Sir, in' this
way we find that our administration is top-heavy and it must be curtailed
and economy obsérved if Government wants to go on. :

Srjur JOGENDRA NARAYAN MANDAL: Sir, I should like to
make an humble attempt to have a say on the budget on afew poirts an
before that I must congratulate the Hon’ble Chief Minister and his Gollea-
gues for the arduous task and strenuous effort which they have taken in
balancing the budget. Under the new Constitution the Assam Ministry

i
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presents its first budget with a surplus of Rs. 2,26,000. We are very much
pleased to see that a considerable change has been brought about in the new
budget. The arrangement in the budget raises a ray of hopes. Assam has
just passed her previous deficit days only to eke out an existence. Again when
we consider the proposed budget estimate allotted to different heads we see,
not without disanpointment, that the proposed estimate for industry, educa-
tion, public health and agriculture is quite inadequate to meet the demands
and falls far short of what it ought to have been. The budgeted estimate
should aim at real needs of the people. The whele province was looking
forward for a millennium to be ushered in with a hope of deriving benefit of
an ideal state. But it is beyond our expectation and‘ we cannot certainly-
expect a big departure from the previous years within so short a time but
we hope the Finance Minister will render justice to all departments and
whenever possible. :

Opinions will differ and critics might be many and we must go through
the whole afair with a justification for solution of the financial position.
Assam has been deprived of revenue from petrol and kerosene and the
income from excise duty on matches and she must remain contented with
her slender resources of income. Sir Otto Niemeyer recommendel a me-gre
subvention of Rs. 30 lakhs which is entirely disproportionate to the growing’
needs of Assam, ¢ the least developed of the Go_vernor’s provinces . "We
arc again hclpless that we cannot claim our just ducs from the excise
duty on petrol and kerosene produced within the boundaries of our province.'
We hope, that the Hon’ble the Chief Minister will give a stubborn fight for’
this cause and we assure our support emphatically. : :

Sir, we understand that Government intends to appoint a Committee of
Resources and Retrenchment with a view to find out ways and means.’
It is a move in the right direction. Drastic steps should be taken very soon in
order to find out sufficient resources for proper dcvcloprr}ent In a poor and
backward province like Assam. It is well-known that civil administration
in Assam was top-heavy and that Government were lavish on the well-

- paid appointments but niggardly in the case of menial staff. We hope there
is still time for our popular Ministry to distribute an increased allotment
in all departments.

No doubt Government has expressed its policy and programme by the
budgeted estimate to bring ameliorative measures for the masses. We agree
that there are defects and short-comings in the budget. But the problen
with which the Ministry is faced is stupendous and evervthing cannot be’
done overnight. It requires a good deal of time for relection and serious’
consideration on the part of the Ministry and this Assembly to master
the intricacies of the whole affair. (

Sir, I would like to humbly suggest that the most vital points which con-
cern much the financial condition of the province arc two, namely, the ne:d
for retrenchment and the demand for more money for nation-buildi e
purposes. From the monetary point of view, loaking into the various heads
of departments and their utility for the uplift of the masses, I would further
suggest the abolition of the present system of Agriculture, Veterinary, Indus-
tries, Excise and Public Works Departments. An economic and comprehen=
sive scheme awaits the earnest and serious consideration of the popular Minis-
try. ; :
The Agriculture Department - with its heavy estimated expenditure of

over 6 lakhs serves no purpose for the improvement of the condition of poor
cultivators. It would have been better if some d>monstration agricultural
farms were established in every Subdivision where cuitivators coald learn i
the ficld improved manuring and how to get an increase of outturns from



550

land cultivation. The veterinary budget does not help us any way.  Monev,
is wasted in this department and the amount involved is Rs.1,60,600
The department with its insufficient staff could not render any help to the
poor cultivators while there was widespread epidemic of cattle disease
throughout the province.

The Departments of Industries, Excise and Public Works failed in their
projects to bring any real improvement to the condition of masses. Again,
there is a real cause of complaint against the heavy expenditure under the .
heads of Administration and Police. 3

Sir, I do not agree to the point that economic condition of the masses has
improved. The miseries of trade depression are still continuing and this
year want of sufficient rainfall in the pfovince has brought in apprehension
in the mind of people for future sufferings due to failure of crops. Sir, I
regret to say that Government are not seriously thinking of stamping out
illiteracy in the province. There are yet 90 per cent. of the people who are
illiterate. The expenditure per capita on education, mcd.lcal help and p}lb-
lic health in Assam is less than that in many other provinces. A provision
of Rs.50,000 made to enable the local bodies to arrange for expansion pf
primary education in the province is only a drop of water in the ocean. Sir,
we should first of all look to the main three items, viz., (z) increase of outturn
from land cultivation, (ii) good sanitation and (i) mass education—these
are the first and foremost requirements of village uplift. The next items are
(t) village communication and (ii) rural water supply and (iif) a scheme of
cattle improvement, We are thankful to the Hon’ble Minister that a rural
uplift scheme has been prepared with these projects in view. ’

Sir, I hope it will not be unwise on my part if I put forth the grievances |
of my district of Goalpara before this House today. My colleagues, hon.
members from the district, have already complained that the causes of Goal-
para have been neglected for a very long time in the past. The district of
Goalpara is very backward in respect of education, communication, sani-
tation and in respect of services also. There are two Government High
Schools in the two subdivisions. People in the mufassil are quite unable to
educate their boys and defray necessary expenses in towns. Most of the local
boys have their education in private schools—such schools are at Bilashipara,
Bagribari and Abhayapuri. One venture school started at Kokrajhar
requires Government grant. The schools at Bilashipara and Bagribari are
under financial difficulties. Government should not be callous to give a
suitable grant to these schools. There are again hundreds of villages which
are without any Lower Primary Schools. The Boards should get their pro-
portionate and legitimate demands for expansion of primary cducation.

Tre Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : The hon. member should hurry up.

Srijur JOGENDRA NARAYAN MANDAL: One thing, Sir, I must
state that Local Boards do not make any discrimination in making realisation
of cart taxes from poor cultivators. The cart taxes should only be realised
from those who carry on business with carts and make profits thereby. But
the agriculturists should not be taxed for having carts mainly for their culti-
vation purposes. I hope, Sir, the Hon’ble Minister will have sympathy fof

¥ the poor cultivators and give them relief in this matter. .

(At this time there was no quorum in the House.) -

THe Hon’eLE THE SPEAKER : The House stands adjourned.

The House was-adjourned till Thursday the 12th August at 11 a, m.
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