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Proceedings of the Second Session of the first Assam Legislative

Assembly, assembled under the provisions of the Government
of India Act, 1935.

The Assembly met at the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 11 a.m., on Monday, the 9th
August, 1937

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
STARRED QUESTIONS

Procedure re selection of persons for nomination to Municipal
Boards

Srijur SIDDHI NATH SARMA asked :

*59. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Local Self-Government be
pleased to state—

(a) Under what principle or principles the nomination to Munici-
pal Boards in Assam is made ?

(6) What is the usual procedure adopted in selecting persons for
nomination ?

Tue Hon’BLE REv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

(a)—The main principle is to secure the representation of under-repre-
sented and unrepresented communities and interests.

(b)—Government examine the number of persons of the various com-
munities who have secured election and then proceed to make nominations
to redress the inequalities disclosed.

Mr. NABA KUMAR DATTA: TIs it a fact, Sir, that nominations
have been given this time to some persons who are not residents of the
municipal area ?

Tuae Hon’sLE REev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY :
Sir, that any such nominations have been made.

SryyjuT SIDDHI NATH SARMA: Is there any rule enunciating this
principle, Sir ?

Tre How’sLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: The principle of

nomination is understood to give representation to under-represented or
unrepresented communities.

Basu AKSHAY KUMAR DAS :
Act, Sir ?
: rﬂTHF It-{]oxv iLtE Sl_{Ev.bj. Ji] M. I\II]ICHOLS-ROY: Itis not stated very
plainly in the Act, Sir ; but that is the principle always followed.
MR._NABA KUI\iAR DATTA: If any nomination has been made
from outside the municipal area, will that be undone now ?

Tue How’eLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS. . . ’
Sir, which will have to be C(;{xsidercd. ERs e telena GUEtoD;

SRyUT SIDDHI NATH SARMA: Who are those unrepresented com-
munities ?

Tue HoNBLE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : There are several
communities considered at the time of nomination ; for example, the

Muhammadans, non-Muhammadans, Scheduled castes and other people like
the mercantile community are all considered.

I do not remember,

May I know if it is so stated in the




1
iu
¢
«

LT

e SRR

395

Basu AKSHAY KUMAR DAS: Has this principle of nomination

been ever followed in the subdivision of Sunamganj ?

Tue, Hon'sLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: I do not know whe-

ther it has ever been followed in the past, but the present Government, in

. considering nominations, have considered the numbers of persons in each

municipality of all the comntunities.

Srijur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: Has this principle been adopt-
ed in the Golaghat Municipality ?

Tue Hovesre Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : The same principle
is adopted everywhere.

Srijur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: I do not find, Sir, that Sche-
duled castes are represented there. :

Tue Hon’sre Rev. J. J. M. NIGHOLS-ROY: There must be a
reason for that. The Scheduled castes are very small in number.

Sryur GHANASHYAM DAS: Has this been followed, Sir, in the
Goalpara Municipality ?

Tue Hon’sLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : That is followed there
also, Sir.

Mzr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Has the Hon’ble Minister con-
sidered that the Assam Valley Hindus and Muhammadans are in a minority
in Shillong ?

Tue Hon'sLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: In Shillong, Sir, the
Assam Valley Muhammadans and Hindus are taken as one community and
one Assamese Muhammadan has been returned to the Board by election.

Sryur BELI RAM DAS: Isita fact thatin the nomination of the
Palasbari Committee there has been no representation from the Scheduled
castes either by election or by nomination ?

Tue Hon’srLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: 1 have nothing to
do with that now. It is not'a municipality.

Mr. NABA KUMAR DATTA: Isthe nomination only given to the
unrepresented communities ?

Tue Hon’BLE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : AsfarasI know, it
is for the under-represented and unrepresented communities.

Srjur DEBESWAR SARMA :  With regard to (b) who provides the
names for the consideration of Government ?

Tue Hon’sLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: That will come in
the next question, Sir.

Sryur SIDDHI NATH SARMA asked :
_ *60. (@) Isitafact that the Deputy Commiissioners and the Commis~
sioners are asked to submit names of persons for nomination ?
PRt b(b) I\EIf the answer to question 60(a) above is in the affirmative wilk
i Ofl:l hle inister in charge be pleased to state whether the recommenda=
ns of the Deputy Commissioners and the Commissioners are accepted ?

¢) What percentage of such recommendations has been accepted

by the Hon’ble Minister in charge duri inati !
bl urin e
present municipal boards of the groviml:eg? e

ToE Hon’BLE REv. -J. J. M. N o
G Jetd NICHOLS-ROY replied :

(b)~—Some are and some are not.

(¢) —Government are not prepared to disclose any matter connected

\\’ith the l‘ccommcndations f i e
O thcl[‘ Oﬂ?l(‘.(‘l's a f i
o S dentals 5 S SUCh recomm nciatIOIIS are re

Srjur DEBESWAR SARMAH i ini
b : Will 2 ter be pleased
to state the reasons for considering them '115 sltﬁ(c:tgocr:)sgdﬁ:gﬁ e?F :
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Tue Hon'sre Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: When the namies of
‘certain persons are recommended by the officers, they are supposed not to
be known to the public.

Srgur DEBESWAR SARMAH: Does Government consider that
‘the reasons are secret or confidential, I mean the reasons for selccting a par-
ticular member as a nominated member ? What is the State secrecy
about it ?

Tue Hon’BrLe THE SPEAKER : He has already given the answer.,

Basu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Isthe Griminal Iﬂvﬁstigation
Department report consulted in making nominations ?

Tue Hox’sLE Rev. J. J. M. NIGHOLS-ROY : We have nothing 1_-0-

do with the Criminal Investigation Department in this matter,

Srrjur KRISHNA NATH SARMAH: Did any of the Members of
Legislative Assembly who have been nominated in larger number thig time
ask for nomination ?

Tue Hon’BLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-RQY : Many of them asked
for nominations. (Lazghter).

Sriur DEBESWAR SARMAH: Ts ita fact that certain members of
this House ran up to Shillong to fetch nomination promising Support to  t}e
QCabinet ?

Tue Hox’sLe THE SPEAKER: Ido not think this question should
e asked. :

Basuy RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Isit a qualification for nomj.
mation to sit behind the Treasury Bench ?

Tue How’sLe Mavrave Sarvip SR MUHAMMAD SAADULY, i
On a point of order, Sir. The hon. member has made himself an ing,,,
terrible every time putting his quesrions in a bantering tone. We geg).
the protection of the Chair to uphold the dignity of the House.

Basu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: I think, Sir, it is quite ,
pertinent question to ask whether sitting behind the Treasury Bench ig a
qualification for nominations, when we find that many of such Memberg
have already secured norrll)igit%ggé i e el

Tue HonN’BLE THE S LR A8 Ly

Mauvravi ASHRAF UDDIN MD. CHAUDHURI : TIsic,p,
that nomination was given to some .members of the Legislative Assem}y)
this year even without consultation with them ? . y

Tre Hov’Bre Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: No, Sir, as far as 1
remember there is none.

Mavrav:  ASHRAF UDDIN  MD. CHAUDHURI: g
a fact that certainanembers were not even consulted ? As for myselp I
was never consulted either by the Deputy Commissioner or by th
Minister. S

Tue Hon'BLE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : The Deputy
2 : m-
missioner recommended his name asfar as I remember.

Tue HonN’BLE THE SPEAKER : The question was whether he w
consulted. s

Tne How’sre Rev. J. J. M. NIGHOLS-ROY: No.

EE{J”(T )SI\}VDI?HI NﬁaTH SARMAH asked :

. (a at is the usual period which intervenes between the .

ral Election of the Members to the Municipal Boards and the electig;rf ngf

_the Ghaxrt(r;;:n vz\t}gd the Vllcle-ghalrrfnen of Municipal Boards ?
en was the list of nominations from the C issi :
received in the office of the Hon’ble Minister in charge o]Ea theorﬂg?:lasls lggﬁ‘i
Government ? 5 :

(¢) When was the list of nominationg i

ed for each)Municipul Board in Assain ? LG R

PRt .

gl
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Tur Hon’BLE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :
(a) About 2 months.
(6) On various dates between Tth June 1937 and 24th July 1937.
(¢) On various dates between Tth July 1937 and the present. There
are a few still outstandi ng but these will be published
very shortly.

Srijur SIDDHI NATH SARMA asked :

*62.— Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge be pleased to state why
there has been so much delay in publishing the nominations to the several
Municipal Boards in Assam ?

Tue Hon’sLE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

62. There has been no undue delay. The hon. member will realize
that the case of each Board has to be closely examined, and as there are
17 Boards to be dealt with, the matter cannot be disposed of in a few
days.

Srijur SIDDHI NATH SARMA asked:

#63. (@) Is it a fact that a fictitious telegraphic communication was
received from Gaubhati by the Hon’ble Minister in charge requesting him
to postpone the election of the Chairman of the Gauhati Municipal Board
till the disposal of the Election petitions ? :

(b) Did the Hon’ble Minister in charge cause an enquiry to be
made into the genuineness of the communication referred to above ?

Tue Hon’BLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied : ;

63.—(a) A telegram sent by one Ananta Chaudhuri was received.

(b)—Government have ascertained that the only well-known person
of that name in Gauhati denies that the telegram was sent by him.

Srijur SIDDHI NATH SARMA : Isita fact that the election of
the Chairman has been postponed ?

Tue Hon’sre Rev. J.]J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Yes.

MRr. FAKHRUDDIN ALT AHMED : On what grounds ? A

ToE Hon’BLE REv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : There was a petition
from certain gentlemen of Gauhati.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : Petitionin respect to what ?

Tue Hox’sLe Rev, J.J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Asking for postpone-
ment of the election.

I:;IIR;; FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : For how long will it be post-
poned :

Tue Hon’BLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: That cannot be

said.

li Mpil FA[gHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : Does the Hon’ble Minister
realise that the rate-payers are sufferi S0 tin
at Gauhati ? re suffering for want of Municipal meetings

THE HON’BLE: Rev. J J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Thereis a Chairman
of the Board who 1s still in office.

: Sryur  KAMESWAR _ DAS: Does it indicate any policy of
Government to postpone election when election petitions are filed in similar
other cases ? E

THE I‘I_ON’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Ona point
of order, Sir. I do not know what you will decide, but as far as my past
exper;ence goest_ s I’?[?liicy of Government is never disclosed in course of
a reply to a question. at was th . ; S oole. T would
ask for a ruling on this point. ¢ previous ruling of this
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Tre Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER: Will the Hon’ble Minister say when
it is the proper time for discussing the policy ?

Tuae Hon’sre REev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Ido not understand
what he means by policy.

Srrjur SIDDHI NATH SARMA :  Because an election petition is pend-
ing and therefore the election of the Chairman has been pending. Is this a
policy of the Government in_e¢lection affiairs so far as Local Boards and
Municipalities are concerned ?

THE Hon’BLE REV. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : I cansay that there
has been no party anywhere from Assam asking for postponement of eleciion.
In this case there has been a petition asking for postponement. We think
that in the interests of the party it would be better to postpone the
election.

Srgur SIDDHI NATH SARMA : Is there any definite rule for
this ? :

Tue Hon’BLE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : There is no definite
rule. '

Srijur GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: May we know, Sir, who
were the signatories to the petition for postponement ?

Tue Hox’BLE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: One of them is
Mr. T. R. Phookan.

Srgur GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR_: Becaursc there is an election
petition regarding the election affair in which Mr. T. R. Phookan is con-
cerned, is that the reason why this election of Chairman has been delayed ?

Tue How’sLE REev. J.J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Ican say what the
reason is by only one thing. Government has asked the Commissioner to
postpone the election because there has been a request from one of the
members of the Municipal Board, with a statement that this will not
be - prejudicial to any body.

pSRJI_]UT GAURI%(ANTA TALUKDAR: Is that a sufficient reason
for making the delay ?

THE E{ON’BLE RYEV. J-J- M. NICHOLS-ROY : Ido not think that T

answer that question.
ncedMR. FAKHRSDDIN ALI AHMED : Is Mr. Phookan gz member of
the newly constituted Board ?

Tue Hon’srLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS_-ROY: I think he is,

Sryur SIDDHI NATH SARMA: Will this policy be followed in

ture ?
L Tue HonBLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: That I cannot say
It all depends on the circumstances. !

Grant of domicile certificates to Marwaries

Mr. KEDARMAL BR?/IHMIN asked :
*64. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge be pleased to state_
(@) Why domicile certificates are refuseclrl) to Ma?'viaﬁf:s in  Ass:
though they fulfil all the c?ndmons of the law ? L
(b) Has any circular been issued by G ,
Commissioners that domicile certificates zhou?gel;f;?“{)‘é to the Deputy
Marwaries ? given to the

Tue HoNBLE Mauravi Sarvip S MUHAMM
replied : 3 AD SAADULLA
64. (a)—Domicile certificates are not refy

10 A ; sed t G i :
Rl e conditions Jaid down in Rule 31 0 Marwaries in Assam if

7 of the Executive Manual.
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Mr. KEDARMAL BRAHMIN : Is Government aware that domicile
certificates were not issued to one Nandalal Agarwala of Gauhati and
Hardeo Das Agarwala of Sarbhog ?

Tue Hon’sLE Mauravi Sarvip Stk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
They were not refused only because they were Marwaries.

Mr. KEDARMAL BRAHMIN: Whatis the reason ?

Tur Hox’BLE MauLavi Sarvip SR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I
want notice.

MauLavr SvEp ABDUR ROUF : Have the people having domicile
certificates equal rights as the indigenous people ?

Tue HonBLE MaurLavi Sarvip S MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
The rule is laid down in the Executive Manual.

Mr., KEDARMAL BRAHMIN asked :

*65. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge be pleased to state—

(a) Whether there are two sorts of domicile certificates—(i) one for
business purposes and (i) another for other purposes ?

(b) Whether Government is aware that one domicile certifi-
cate was granted to Purnananda Sharma of Gauhati in 1935, on condition
that the same certificate should not be used for business purposes ?

Tue Hon’BLE Mavravi Sarvio SiR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

65. (a)—No.

(6)—No.

Mr. KEDARMAL BRAHMIN: Is Government aware that one
certificate was granted to Purnananda Sharma of Gauhati and that it was
not for business purposes ?

Tue Hon’BLE Mauravi Sarvip S;iR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
My information is that no such condition is laid down.

Mr. KEDARMAL BRAHMIN asked:

*66. Do the Hon’ble Minisier in charge propose to issue orders to the
Deputy Commissioners to grant domicile certificates to the Marwaries if they
fulfil all the conditions laid down in the law ?

I'TéiE Hon’BLE Mauravi Samvip Sik MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied : :
No ; Government consider that the existing rule on the subject is ade-
quate,

Mzr. KEDARMAL BRAHMIN : Has no circular been issued by the
Government to the Deputy Commissioners that no domicile certificate
should be granted to Marwaries ?

Tue Hon’BLE MaurLavi Saryip SR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Sir, I have already replied to this question in 64(5).

Mr. KEDARMAL BRAHMIN: Ifany certificate has been issued by
the past Government will Government withdraw that certificate ?

Tae How’sLE Mauravr Sarvip S;ik MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Yes, if it is against rule 307 of the Executive Manual. ;

Number of opium addicts livi in T
Srgor OMEO KUMAR DAS asked: & o oon
i *67. Will Government be pleased to state the number of opium addicts
living in tea garden areas of (1) the Assam Valley (2) the Surma Valley ?

Tae HoN’BLE REev. J. J. M. & satlia
oT A Ve J.J NI.(‘J.HOLS leoy replied : P

Surma Valley &7 74l ek 248

Sryur MAHADEV SAR MA -

3 Is it a fact that new pattas are issued
every year !

S— P T iy i
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o TSHE Hon’BLE REv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: 1 have nothing to
add, Sir.
MavLavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Is the number increasing ?
THE HoN’BLE REvV. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : I have not investigated.
Mavravt MUNAWWAR ALI: Is the number decreasing ?
; 'SI:HE Hon’eLE REV. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : I have already answer-
e ir.
’ Mauvravi MUNAWWAR ALI: My question has not been answered.
Tre Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : One answer covers both the questions.

Encroachments upon Government lands in Jorhat

Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAH asked :

*68. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) The number of cases of unauthorised encroachments upon
Government town lands of all descriptions in the Jorhat town
and the period of such encroachment in each case ?

(6) The number of such encroachments which have been reported
to Government ?

(¢) The number of such reported cases which have been prosecuted
criminally in the Court and the number that have heen let
off, and why ?

(d) The steps that have been taken to remove encroachment and
recover clear possession ?

(¢) The name of the person or persons responsible for allowing
such unauthorised encroachments and what steps Government
propose to take against those officers responsible for such
encroachments ?

Tae Hox’sLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

68. (a) & (b)—The total number of cases reported to the Deputy
Commissionér during 1936-37 is 51. There may be a few more cases as
enquiries are still proceeding. No case was reported to Government, The
period of encroachment, in some cases Varies from three or four days to two
or three years. In many cases the p(_arlod has not been mentioned in the
report made to the Deputy Commissioner. ;

(¢) & (d)—Forty eight cases have been tried under the Assam
Highways Act. Out of this in 29 cases final orders have not yet been passed.
In 9 cases, the accused persons have been acquitted under section 245 or
948 Criminal Procedure Code. In the remaining cases, the accused persons
were convicted. The reason for acquittal was either that the accused persons
had vacated encroachments or had undertaken to do so, three cases are now
pending institution of suit on which Commissioner’s instructions are being
awaited by the Deputy Commissioner.

(e)—It is difficult o give the names of persons responsible for allow-
ing unauthorised occupations as the Sub-Deputy Collector as well as the
Mandal and Kanungo may be changed from time to time. It is the duty
of whichever mandal is attached to that particular lot to report encroach-
ments which are verified by Supervisor Kanungo and Sub-Deputy Collector
and reported to Deputy Commissioner.

KuaN Banapur Mavravi KERAMAT ALI: Is the Hon’ble Minister
aware of that the Assam Highways Act does not apply to some area within
the municipality.

Tue Hon’sLE Srjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I am not.

Kuan Barapur Mavravi KERAMAT ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minis-
ter kindly consult law on the subject and advise Magistrates ?

Tae Hon’sLE SrRijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I shall first

consult the hon. questioner. :

s
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- Vice-Chairman of the Gauhati Local Board
*Srijur JOGENDRA NATH BARUA asked :

*69. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Local Self-Government

P please state—

(a) when was the election of the present Vice-Chairman of the
Gauhati Local Board held ?

(b) when was the Vice-Chairman, Srijut Siddhi Nath Sarma,
clected and when did his term of office terminate ?

(¢) whether fresh election, if at all, of the Vice-Chairman of the
Gauhati Local Board did not fall due till after the 2Ist
May, 1937 ?

(d) whether Srijut Siddhi Nath Sarma and another member of
the Gauhati Local Board objected to the last election
of the present Vice-Chairman on the ground that it was not
in conformity with the law ? 3

(¢) whether the last election of the Vice-Chairman of Gauhati Local
Board was in conformity with the law ; if so, under what pro-
visions, sections or rules of the_ Local Self-Government Act ?

( f) whether the Hon’ble Minister is prepared to take steps for
holding the election of the Vice-Chairman of the Gauhati
Local Board in conformity with the law in case it is admitted
that the last election has not been so done ?

Tur Hox’sLe Rev. J. J. M. NIGHOLS-ROY replied :

69.,(a)—On the 22nd April 1937. :

e /' (b))—On the 21st May 1934. Under section 12(3) of the Assam
Local/Self-Government Act the term of office of a Vice-Chairman is the
residiie of his term of office, provided that it shall in no case exceed three
years.

3 /4 (c)—-—-ThiS is a matter of the [egal interpretation of the Act.
(d)—Yes. v ; :
(e)—This is tantamount to asking for an expression of opinion and

/" Government are not prepared to give a reply. P

/ (f)—Government have received no representation in the matter and
are not prepared to take any action at_present. ; s

b Srgur GOPI NATH BARDOLOI: I the Hon ble Minister aware that

Srijut Siddhi Nath Sarma was elected Vice-Chairman on May 21, 1934 ?

Si Tue Hon’BLE REv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : That is already stated,
1r,

Srijur GOPI NATH BARDOLOI : Is not the time between the period
of his election and the time when he gave up the Vice-Chairmanship less
than three years ?

- Tue Hon’BLE REv. J. J. M. NIGHOLS-ROY : I am not aware, Sir,
: Srjur GOPI NATH BARDOLOI: Is not the 21st of May 1934 to
22nd April, 1937, less than three years ?
£ ’]I.-'HE Hon’BLE REv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : That of course is stated
plainly.
2 Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Is not the Hon’ble Minister
aware that the new Vice-Chairman was elected in the month of April 1937 ?

TH]fvT How’BLE Rev, J, J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: That, Sir, I am not

aware of.

™ Put by 8rijut Gopi Nath Bardoloi.
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Srgur GOPI NATH BARDOLOI: May I know, whether this exten-
sion of one year was not granted under the Emergency Act of 1936 ?

Tree How’BLE REvV. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : The term of the Local
Board was extended by one year.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: How can the term of the Vice-
Chairman be extended by the Act when no representation was made by
anybody ? May I know when the present Vice-Chairman was elected ?
The Minister said that he was not aware of it.

Tue Hon’BLE REv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : That is an error I
should acknowledge.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : So the Hon’ble Minister admits
that the new Vice-Chairman was elected before the expiry of three years ?

Srjjur LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH : With regard to (¢) the Hon’ble
Minister just now said that this question asked for an expression of opinion.
But my contention is that this question has already been admitted by the

Hon’ble Speaker under the Rules. Can the Hon’ble Minister say that it is
a matter of opinion ?

. T'me Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : It was not proper for him to say that
it was a matter of opinion. It is not a matter of opinion.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALY AHMED: I have not received any reply
to my question whether Government has received any representation in the
matter from anybody ? Will the Hon’ble Minister make an enquiry into
the matter ?

Trae Hon’BLE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : I will take the sugges-
tion of the hon. member into consideration.

Srgjur GOPI NATH BARDOLOIL: Were not the proceedings of the
Local Board sent to Government ?

THE HoN’BLE REV. J _I. M. NICHOLS-ROY : YCS, Sir, the proceed-
ings ol the Local Board were sent to Government.

Srijur GOPI NATH BARDOLOI: How is it then that the Hon’ble
Minister says that he is not aware of it ? May I know whether any repre-
sentation was sent to Government ?

Tue Hox’sLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : No, Sir.
representation was sent from anybody ?

Basu HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTTI:
proceedings sent to the Secretary, Transferred Departments ?

Tue How’sLE REv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : I have already answer-
ed that question, Sir. Proceedings were sent to Government.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

No official

Was not the

Haj Pilgrimage

Mauravi Dewan MD. AHBAB CHAUDHURY VIDYABINODE
asked : .

120. Is it a fact that the Assam Arabic Students’ Association at Cal-
cutta have organised a branch .Soc1.e¢y under their control, called the
Khadimal Hujjaj (Servants of the pilgrims) which is a non-political bo T
serve the Haj pilgrims at Calcutta ?

121. If so, do Government propose to encourage the Khadimal Hujjaj
by recognising their services and offering them financial help for the main-
tenance of the Association ?
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Tue Hon’BLE Mauravi Saivio Sl MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

* 120.—Yes. -
121.—There is no budget provision for any such grant and the Associa-
tion is one started on a voluntary basis,

Kuan Sanm Mavurav: MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI : I_s
there any bar to give any financial help to the Association called the Khadi-
mal Hujjaj ?

Thr Honx'sre Mauravi Sarvio Sk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
There is no bar to give any financial help to the Association.

Mavravi MUNAWWARALI:  Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased
to provide some money in the budget for giving help to the Khadimal
Hujjaj ?

JJ'I']HE Hon’BLE Mauravr Sarvip Ssr MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : It
is too late to provide any money in the present budget.

Mauravi MUNAWWARALI: Does the Hon’ble Minister propose to
give any help from the Government fund ?

Tre Hon’BLE MAULAVI SATYID S;1kn MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: 1If
the House passes, I can give something from the discretionary allotment

ant.
= Sunamganj Local Board
Mauravi Dewan MD. AHBAB CHAUDHURY VIDYABINODE
asked :

122. Is it a fact that a resolution was carried in the Sunamganj Local
Board to increase the number of its members on the principle of popula-
tion hasis ?

123. If so do Government propose to increase the number of the mem-
bers of the Sunamganj Local Board fiom the next election which is to be
held in 1938 ?

THE Hon’BLE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

122 —The hon. member is presumably referring to a resolution passed
by a majority of the Board in January 1935 to move the authorities to allot
seats to Muslims on a population basis. The ¢leven Muhammadan mem-
bers present at this meeting voted in favour of this resolution but the nine
‘non-Muhammadans present voted against it. _

123.—The whole question of Local Board representation is under the
consideration of Government.

Appointment in the Sunamg;xnj Local Board
Mauvravi Dewan MD. AHBAB CHAUDHURY VIDYABINODE

asked :
124. Is it a fact that a resolution was passed in the Sunamganj Local
Board to give 80 per cent. of posts to Muslim, till the requisite Percentage
towards proportionate Muslim representation was reached ?

125. If the answer to above question is in affirmative, is it also 2 fact
that the Chairman of the Sunamganj Local Board is making appointments
contrary to the spirit of the above mentioned resolution ?

126. Ii so, do Government Propose to make an enquiry into the matter
and remove the grievance of the Sunamganj Muslim public ?

THE HoN’BLE REv. T, T. : ; TR
124.— Yes, J- J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replicd :

125.—Government have no information

126.—The reply is in the negative. The matter is one for the Board to
determine, b
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Newspaper comments re allegations against Sub-Deputy Collector
; in Habiganj

Basu SHIBENDRA CHANDRA BISWAS asked :

127. Has the attention of Government been drawn to the petition
of one Sk. Thanda of Jirunda, a copy of which has been published in the
issue of Mukti, dated 10th March 1937, to the Subdivisional Officer, Habi-
ganj, containing certain allegations against a Sub-Deputy Collector and to
the editorial comments made thereon in the said paper ? If so, will Go-
vernment please state what action has been taken by the Subdivisional
Officer on the petition ? .

128. Is it a fact that the said Sk. Thanda moved a pqtit:on to the Local
Government, through the Subdivisional Officer, Habiganj, praying for sanc-
tion for prosecution of the Sub-Deputy Collector concerned under sec-
tion 197 of the Criminal Procedure Code ? °

129. Will Government please state whether the Subdivisional Offi-
cer in forwarding the petition submitted any report to Government ?
If so, will Government please lay on the table the said report ?

130. Will Government please state what action has been taken by
Government on the petition mentioned in question 128 above ?

Tue HonBLE Mavravi Savo SR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied : o
3 127 —Yes. On local enquiry the Subdivisional Officer found the
allegations to be entirely false and baseless. : - =1

Basu SHIBENDRA CHANDRA BISWAS: Will the Hon ble Minis-
ter be pleased to tell us in the words of the ?Subdl\nsmnal Officer himself
what evidence he recorded during his inquiry ?

THE HoN’BLE MAULAVI SAIYgID S MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: 1

requi tice of that tion, Sir. : s
q Hh/?A!:Jc;.;;(\:f(i (AStII-IIEi{gECTSJgDIN MD. CHAUDHURI: Did the Subdivi-

sional Officer personally make the enquiry into the matter ?
THE I;OFI:?B?Ena IZIAULAVI Savip Stk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

From the report of the Subdivisional Officer, I gather that he personally
made the enquiry into the complaint.

MaurLAvi ABDUR RAHMAN: May I know whether the Sub-Divi-
sional Officer took any action against the applicant Sk. Thanda for bring-
ing false allegation against the Sub-Deputy Collector ?

TrE Hon’8LE MAULAVI SATYID SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: No
action was taken against the peti_tioner as the allegations by Sk. Thanda were
founﬁiggA%;dA%%%el? IO{I:&%}I‘I%&IXKT Are Government awarc t‘hat thc)r.c
is a provision under section 182, Indian Penal Code, for prosecuting a per-

son for bringing false allegations ? e
THE HgN’lgaLE MAULENI Sa1yID SIR MUH?NPAIQD SAADULLA: Yes
i i the provision in tha . ;
2 %iV::i‘IﬂCIX};BES\IF{ar%OAFHDEAJﬁ?ﬂ lMay I know, Sir, whether Govern-

ment prosecuted the petitioner? :
T}I;E I—fog’gm M}FULAVI Sarvip Sir MUHA MMAD SAADULLA: No,

: ; e
MAHI CHANDRA BORA: Was the enquiry a judicia ;
'?‘?{gUITION’BLE Maurav Saryio Sk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: No,

Sir. i t a judicial enquiry. :
i gA;:JaS gI?II;E]NDRA CHANDRA BISWAS: Is the official report

confidential ?

.

e P ——— T ——]
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Tue HonBLE Mauravr Saryio S;'r MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Yes, Sir, the report is confidential.

Basu SHIBENDRA CHANDRA BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minis-
ter please read it to the House ?

Tue Hon’BLE MAULAVI Saryip SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: It
is not customary on the part of the Government to read the whole of the
official report of the Subordinate officer in the House.

Mauravi ABDUR RAHMAN : May I know, Sir, who is Government ?

Tre Hon’BLE MAuLAvi Sarvip SlR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I
think, the hon. member is sufficiently well aware what is meant by
Government. :

MauLavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Are we to understand that we are

nobody to Government ?
Tue HonBLe Mavravi Sarvip Sk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

The hon. members of the House have got no connection with the Executive
Government.

Sryur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Donot Government consi-
der the hon. members responsible in such matters ?

Tre Hon’BLE Mauravi Sarvip SR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
Government considers the hon. members to be responsible in certain matters.

Tue HoNBLE Mauravi Sarvio SiR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
replied.

128.—The reply is in the affirmative.

129.—Yes. Government are not prepared to lay an official report on
the table. .

Basu SHIBENDRA CHANDRA BISWAS: Sir, may I know, in the
words of the Subdivisional Officer himself, what recommendation he made .
on the petition of Sk. Thanda in forwarding the petition to the Govern-
ment ?

Tue How’BrLe Mauravi Sarvip Sl MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Sir, T will just read one sentence in the words of the Subdivisional Officer
himself « upon full consideration of all facts, I think that Sk. Thanda’s
allegations are entirely false and baseless and are made with a view to
secure him against any prosecution *’.

Mauravi ABDUR RAHAMAN: Sir, if Isay that no thorough and
proper enquiry was held locally, do Government propose to form a
Committee to enquire into the matter and find out the real culprit ?

Tue HoN’BLE Mauravi Saryio S MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
No, Sir. I am not prepared to form a committee to enquire into the
matter again as Government has already made a thorough enquiry.

Sryur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Is the Subdivisional Officer

an Executive Government Officer ?

THE HON’BL_E_ Maurav Sarvip S;r MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Yes, Sir, the Subdivisional Officer is an Executive Officer.

. Srgur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Is he also responsible to the
lchsl_ature with regard to this matter which has been treated as confi-
dential ?

THE HON’BLE MAurAavi Savin S,k MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
No, Sir, he is not responsible to the legislature in that matter.

Mavravi ABDUR RAHMAN: On a point of information, Sir. If
we are not allowed to hear the report from the Subdivisional Officer
because of its confidentia] nature, may we know in which report we can be
taken into confidence or not at a]] ?

Tue HON'BLE MAuravi Saryip S;ir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
Sir, I am not prepared to answer all these hypothetical questions.
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Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Sir, on a point of information.
In reply to some question the Hon’ble Finance Minister replied that in
some matters they are responsible to the legislature but may I know in
which matters they are not responsible to the legislature (hear, hear).

Tae Hon’Bre THE SPEAKER: We cannot go back. If the hon.
member desires he may put the question afterwards.
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Everybody, Sir, is willing to
hear.

THE Hon’BLE MavLavi Sarvip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
replied.

p 130.—No action was taken on the petition as the allegations were on

enquiry found to be untrue and baseless.

Basu SHIBENDRA CHANDRA BISWAS: Does the Hon’ble Minis-
ter propose to appoint a Commission of Enquiry ?

THE How’BLE Mauravi Saryip SiR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
I have already answered in reply to a supplementary question that Govern-
ment see no reason to appoint a Commission of Enquiry.

Inspector of Motor Vehicles

BaBu SHIBENDRA CHANDRA BISWAS asked :
131. Will Government be pleased to state when and how the post
of Inspector of Motor Vehicles will be filled up ?

TeE HoN’BLE Mauravi Sarvip S;ir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
replied :

131.-—There is no vacancy in the rank of Motor Vchicles Inspector. The
only sanctioned post is occupied.

Cotton College, Gauhati

Mauravi JAHANUDDIN AHMED asked :

132. Isit a fact that Government have restricted the number of sty-
dents in the Cotton College, Gauhati, the only Government College in this
Valley ? 1fso, will Government be pleased to state the grounds for doing
8o ? ;

THe Hon’BLE SHaMs-UL-ULama Maurana ABU NASR MD. W. AHEED

eplied :

i 132.—A restriction was imposed by the late Gover
reasons but arrangements have recently been made unde
students can be admitted.

Mauvravi JAHANUDDIN AHMED: Ma
of the financial reasons ?

Tue Hon’BLE SHAMS-UL-Urama Mavrana
WAHEED: Yes, arestriction was imposed by the late Government for
financial reasons. But arrangements have recently been made for regmving
the restrictions and allowing additional students to be taken up.

sk Sl gl et AHMED: May I know, Sir, whether the
restriction that was imposed by the previous Government has been with-
drawn by the present Government ?

Tug HON'BLE SHAMSUL-ULAMA MauLANA ABU NASR MD.
WAHEED : Yes, we have withdrawn it,

Mg, FAKHRUDDIN ALT AHMED: Has this been communicated
to the college authority ?

nment for financial
r which additional

y I know, Sir, the nature

ABU NASR MD.
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Tae HoONBLE SHaMs-uL-Urama Maurana ABU NASR MD.
WAHEED : Yes, it has been communicated.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Did the Hon’ble Minister
receive any representation from Gauhati in regard to this matter ?

Tme HonBLE Suams-uL-Urama Maurana ABU NASR MD.
WAHEED: Yes, Sir. I received a special representation from Gauhati.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : With due respect to his old age,
did the Hon’ble Minister care to reply to the representation received from
Gauhati ?

Tue HonNBLE SHAMs-uL-Urama Mauvrana ABU NASR MD
WAHEED: I thought, Sir, that the reply that the matter was under my
consideration would satisfy all.

Mzr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: When was the matter fully
considered and decision arrived at ?

Tue HonBLE SHAMS-UL-ULAMA Mavrana ABU NASR MD.
WAHEED : The decision was arrived at, I think, by the last week of

une.
J Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Did the Hon’ble Minister care
to inform the person who made the representation in regard to this matter,
after the decision was arrived at ?
Tur HoNBLE Suams-ur-UnaMa Maurana  ABU NASR MD.
WAHEED: No, Idid not think it was necessary.

' Affairs of the Wards Estate
Mauravt JAHANUDDIN AHMED asked :

133.(a) Is it a fact that the officers of the Wards Estate who are bona fide
tenants of the Estate, are not allowed to have any new landed prope ty ?

(b) 1f so, do Government proposc to consider their case favourably?

134, Ts it a fact that Maulavi Abual Majid Ziaoshshams, the then
Member, Legislative Council, interpellated the Government in the last Sep-
tember session in the Assam Legislative Council to elicit .whcthcr any price
list of staple agricultural produce was Pl"?l:‘a“:cc}1 a}t}:coidmgl to the Goalpara
Tenancy Act by the Deputy Commissioner an dt e Loca Govcmrnc;xt ?

135.(a) Will the Minister in charge be please tokstate _What steps, if any,
the Deputy Commissioner or the Goviz.rnr;lcnt has taken since then regard-
1 ication of the said price list & ; t

B Mg lzgibllf the answer to (afabovc be in the ncﬁatwe, will the Govern-
ment be pleased to state the reasons why 1o steps nave been taken ?

136. Do Government propose to make an enquiry as to whether the
tenants are running the risk of losing their-cases.on a(l:‘{:our;t of the non-pre-
paration of the price list under the Goalpara Ao zeneley Lt :

137. Do Government propose tO take steps tg amend section 33 of
the Goalpara Tenancy Act so that the tenants métea of instituting a suit
may as well file application before the Deputy Commussioner for the relief
provided for in the section ?

Tue Hon’sLe Srjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied:

133.(a)—The reply is in the affirmative : the hon. member’s attention
is drawn to rule 30 at page 137 of the Wards Manual, 1919,

(b)—Government see no reason to alter this very salutary provision.

MavLavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED:  What special principle is
involved in not allowing Estate officers to acquire any property in the

te ?

i Tug Hon'sie Smyur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I have
already drawn the hon. member’s attention to rule 30,



408

Mauravi JAHANUDDIN AHMED : May I take it that they, i.e.,
Estate officers, are to go without any landed property ? -

Tae Hon’BLE Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: The rule
is perfectly clear and I have nothing to add to that. So long as the rule
stands, we must give effect to that.

Mavravi MUNAWWARALI: Does the Hon’ble Minister propose
to change that rule in the light of suggestions thrown by this House ?

TuE Hon’BLE SrRyjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: So far as
our information goes, we do not see any reason to change the rule, but if
any new light is thrown, Government will be prepared to consider.,

Tue Hon’sre Srijur ROHINTI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

134.—Yes.

135.(a)—Instructions have been subsequently issued to the local
officers to carry out the provisions of the Act, and a report has been received
from the Deputy Commissioner that such price lists are now being
prepared.

(b)—Does not arise.

Mauvravi GHYASUDDIN AHMED: With regard to (a) may I
know, Sir, when the instructions were issued ?

Tae How’ere Srpjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I want

. notice of that question, Sir.

Mavravi JAHANUDDIN AHMED: Is it published in the Local
Gazette or kept in the Deputy Commissioner’s office ?

Tae HonN’srLe Srgur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :
notice of that question, Sir.

Mavravi GHYASUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister
state by whom the price-list is prepared ?

Toe HoneBre Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : Well, I
have no information as to who supplies the details.

Mavuravi JAHANUDDIN AHMED : May I take
sible officers take up the business of preparing the list ?

THE HoN’BLE SrRijur ROHINI KTUMAR CHAUDHURI: I presume
some responsible officers prepare th; h_st. The Deputy Commissioner takes
the responsibility of correction of this list.

Mavravi GHYASUDDIN AHMED : Is the Hon’ble Minister aware
that these lists are valuable documents in the matter of enhancement ang
reduction of rent according to the rise and fall in the price of agricultural
produce in the district ?

THE Hon’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : Certainly,
Sir, these are valuable documents.

Kumar AJIT NARAYAN DEV: When the lists will be published ?

Tue HonN’BLE SrRijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I think as
soon as they are complete.

MavrLavi GHYASUDDIN AHMED: Are
appoint a Special Officer for the purpose in view of the fact that it will be
a most important document in the Goalpara Tenancy Act i nwhich rights
and privileges of landlords and tenants will be vitally affected

TrHE How’sre Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI ?
ment see no reason which would authorise them to take such
but if the hon. member explains to me why it is necessary,
Government will consider.

SRIjUT JOGEND_RA NARAYAN MANDAL : Will the Hon’ble
Minister issue instructions to the District Officer or Officers concerned to

fix a list of the price of staple agricultural produce in the notice board of
Dhubri Bar Library Room ?

I want

it that some respon-

Government going to

Govern-
an action,
cerainly, Sir,
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Tue HoN’BLE Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I shall
communicate the desire of the hon. member to the Deputy Commissioner.
THe Hon’sLE Sryjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

136.—No, the lists are now being published, and, as stated in reply to
Maulavi Abual Majid Ziaoshshams last September, for years no cases were
filed under sections 31 and 33 of the Act, for which such price lists were
prescribed.

137.—Government do not propose to usurp the jurisdiction of the GCivil
Courts in the manner suggested.

Settlement of Forest blocks in Kachugaon and Haltugaon Forest
Divisions

Mavuravi JAHANUDDIN AHMED asked :
138. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) The names of the Blocks and Coupes with the names of the con-
tractors and the sumson which these Blocks had been settled

with them in the Kachugaon and Haltugaon forest divisions
from the year 1932 to 1937 ?

(6) How many of these contractors are men of this district and what
are their names ?

(¢) Whether there was any default by any of the contractors named
in (a) if so, who are they and what are their home districts ?

(d) Whether any of these defaulting contractors were allowed to have

any Block or Coupe of any kind after they had defaulted ?
If so, who are they and what are their home districts ?
(¢) Whether an. sum was written off by Government for the default
of the contractors mentioned in (¢) ? Ifso, who are they and
what are their home districts and the amount so written off ?
139. Is it a fact that some deadwood coupes were given to some contrac-
tors mentioned in 138(a) without any monopoly fee ? If so, who are they
and what are their home districts ?
140. Will Government be pleascd to state—

(a) The number of persons that were taken for the posts of foresters,
forest guards, head guards and in other clerical jobs in the
Kachugaon and Haltugaon forest divisions and also in the
Dhubri Forest office stating the names of the persons with their
home districts from the year 1932 to 1937 ?

(6) The total number of the above mentioned officers in the Kachu-

gaon and Haltugaon Forest divisions ?

(¢) The names and the number of the persons that were confirmed in
their respective posts, i.e., in the posts of foresters and clerical
jobs in the Kachggaon and Haltugaon Forest divisions and
also in the Dhubri Forest office from the year 1932 to 1937
stating their date of appointment, the date of confirmation, and

_also their home districts ?
141. Will Gover nment be pleased to state whether Government count
the temporary period of service of fi
If so, how many officers’ tempora
firmation and what are their names and home districts ?
142. Will Government be pleased to state —

a) Whether an officer is allo J o
(@) allowed to hold the d\;\;e d to draw higher salary when he 1s

i rily in th
Forest Department ? rge of a hlghc; post temporarily e

ry period of service was counted on con-
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(b) If so, do Government allow a forest officer to draw double or more
than double of his original pay ?
(¢) Do Government _treat the matter in question in the same way as
in the case of every officer ? If not, why not'?

143. Will Government be plased to state :—

(a) Whether there is any fixed period of service for the foresters and

other officers to serve continuously in one place ?

(b) If so, is it strictly followed in every case in the Kachugaon and

Haltugaon Forest divisions ?
Tue Hon’BLE SHAMS-UL-ULAMA MauLana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied :

: 138. (a) and (b)—A statement is laid on the Library table for the in-
formation of members. The word ¢ Goalpara *’ has been mentioned against
the name of each contractor who is a native of the district.

{c)—None.

(d) & (¢)—The question does not arise.

Mavravi JAHANUDDIN AHMED: With regard to (a), will
Government be pleased to mention the home districts of the contractors
other than those of Goalpara, in the statement laid on the Library table ?

Tae Honx'BLe Smams-ur-Urama Maurana ABU NASR MD.
WAHEED: The information hasbeen supplied in the statement, as far as
I know.

Mauravi GHYASUDDIN AHMED: Is ita fact that all the contracts
of the Forest Department had been monopolised by one co;mtractor Himmat
Shingka and thereby all the local contractors were ousted ?

Tae HonBre SHAaMs-UuL-UrLAMA MAULANA ABU NASR MD.
WAHEED : I have no information.

SrRijuT jOGENDRA NARAYAN MANDAL: Are Government going
to publish this list in the local Gazette 2

Tue Hox’BLE SHAMS-UL-ULAMA MauvraNA ABU NASR MD.

WAHEED: You mean the statement laid on the Library table ? >

MavrLavi MUNAWWARALI:  The question is whether the Hon’ble
Minister will take steps to get this list published in the Guzette ?

Tre Hon'sLe SHawms-uL-Uramas Maurana ABU  NASR  MD.
WAHEED : It will appear in the proceedings.

Mavravi MUNAWWARALI: Are we to understand, Sir, that
henceforward all statements that are laid on the Library table will also he
published in the Gazette ?

Tue Hon’sLe THE SPEAKER : No, the statements which are laid on
the Library table are not published as proceedings.

Mavravi MUNAWWARALI: But the Hon’ble Minister stated that it
wc]m})d be published in the Gazette. Will it be an exception to the general
rule?

Tue HoN'Bie MAuravi Sarvmm S MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
If that statement is published in the Gazette irrespective of context and
question it will be meaningless. If the hon.member wants that the state-
ment will be published in the proceedings of the Legislature, he should
request the Hon’ble Speaker.

Mavravi MUNNAWWARALL: We desire, Sir, that this statement be
published.

Tug Hon'BLE Mauravi Sarvio S;ir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA ;
That I have submitted to the Chair,

s
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Tae HonBLE SHAMs-UL-Urama MauvraNna ABU NASR MD.

WAHEED : I want notice of the question.
Tue HonBLE SHAMs-UL-ULAaMA Maurana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED

Mavravi GHYASUDDIN AHMED : Are Government aware that
one Himmatshingka, a_timber merchant is monopolising the timber business
in the district of Goalpara ?

Tue HowsLeE SHawms-uL-Urama Mauvrana ABU NASR MD.

WAHEED : I have no information
MauLavi GHYASUDDIN AHMED :  Will the Hon’ble Minister in

charge make an enquiry ?
Tue HownBLE SHAMS-UL-ULAMA MaurLana ABU NASR MD.

WAHEED : If the hon. member wants it, I shall do so.
True Hon’BLE SHAMS-UL-UramMa MAULAVI ABU NASR MD. WAHEED

replied :
140. (a)—A statement is laid on the Library table. There are no head

guards in the Forest Departnent.

(b)—Ninety.

(¢)—The information is furnished in the statement submitted in
reply to question No.140(a) above. All the persons were confirmed with
effect from the date of appointment except one clerk in the Dhubri Forest
Ofice who is still officiating.

MauLavi GHYASUDDIN AHMED : Are the Government aware that
present Divisional Forest Offier at Kachugaon has been there for a very
long time ? .

Tue HoN’BLE SHaMs-UL-ULAMA MAULANA ABU NASR MD.
WAHEED : I am not aware of it.

‘MaurLavi GHYASUDDIN AHMED : Will the Hon’ble i Minister
in charge please make an enquiry ?

T HON'BLE  SHAMs-UL-ULAMA Mavrana ABU NASR MD.
WAHEED : Notice will be taken of that question.

. Mavravi GHYASUDDIN AHMED: Kachugaon is a bad locality.
Is it not proper that the Divisional Forest Officer there should get a
healthier and better place ? (laughter.)

Tue Hon’sLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURTI: Everybody
wants a good place.

Tae Hon’BLE SHams-uL-Urama Maurana ABU NASR MD.
WAHEED : That matter will be considered.

I‘Cplig:‘lH'E Hox’BLE SHAMS-UL-UrLaMA MAuLANA ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
141.—In the case of all officers (ministeri T3 i 5
porary and officiating continuous se(rvices ic?aldc?:ccll -‘Irnﬁgrmtlg 'Séggt?ﬂnﬁ?n
count for Ieave_ only, but not for pension. In the cascéof clerks the officiatin
period in the time-scale of pay counts for increment oA
142. (a)—%is. :
b)—The pay of an officiati T 3
) Fun?:la):nental Rulc?st.mg EoRget OHices 51 Tegilaicor I
(c)—Yes.

143. (a)—There is no fixed period. Officers are transferred from one

place to another in the interests of the public service and for reasons of

health.
(b)——Docs not arise,
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Forest Officers of Goalpara Division
Srijur JOGENDRA CHANDRA NATH asked :
144. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Farests be pleased to state :
(a) If it is a fact that the Forest Officers of the Goalpara Division

receive a special pay for working in bad localities such as
Kachugaon, Haltugaon, etc.?

(6) Whether the Forest Officers working in Damra, Nibari, Mendipa-
thar and Bagmara of the Northern Range of the Garo Hills
Division receive any such special pay on the ground that these
localities are equally bad as Kachugaon and Haltugaon ?

(¢) If not, do Government propose at an early date to extend to the
officers of the Northern and Southern Range the same
facilities ?

TuE HoN’BLE Smawms-uL-Urama Maurana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied :

144. (a)—Yes.

(6)—No. T
(¢)—A proposal for granting ‘special pay to Forest Officers station-
ed at unhealthy localities in the Garo Hills is under consideration.

Srijur JOGENDRA CHANDRA NATH : May I know what special
pay the different officers get ?

THE Hon’BLe SuAms-UL-ULaMA MauLaNna ABU NASAR MD.
WAHEED : T have no information about that now, but I can supply the
information later.

Srijur GHANASHYAM DAS: Why and under 'what' rule is this
special pay given ? 2

TeE How’sLe SHAams-uL-UrLamMa Maurana ABU NASR MD.
WAHEED : The rule is not known to me at present, but [ can inform the
hon. member afterwards. <

Srijur GHANASHYAM DAS : Is there any such rule in the Forest
Munual under which these forest officers get more pay ?

Tee HonBrE SHAMs-UL-ULAMA MAuLANa ABU NASR MD.
WAHEED : All officers stationed in unhealthy ]ocalities}'get special pay.
That is the policy of Government.

Srijur GHANASHYAM DAS : May I know whose proposal it ig ?

Tue HoNBLE SHams-uL-UrLamMa  Maurana ABU NASR MD.,
WAHEED : The proposal of the Head of the Department.

Number of Public Health dispensaries in Goalpara Subdivision

Sryjur JOGENDRA CHANDRA NATH asked : :

145. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Medical Department pe
pleased to state—

(@) The number of Public Health Dispensaries, if any, in the Lakhi-
pur Police Station of  Goalpara Subdivision ?
(6) Whether the attention of Government has been drawn to the

fact that one such dispensary is badly needed at Kharmuja ?

(¢) Whether Government propose to open at an early date a Public
Health Dispensary in that centre ?

THE Hon’BLE REV. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :
145. (a)—Nil,

(b)—Yes.

(¢)—The matter is under consideration,
Status of the Garo Hills District under the N tituti
MRr. JABANG D. MARAK asked : ettt 5

146. Will Government be Pleased to state whether the extension of

kL
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section 35 of the Chin Hills Regulation, 1896 (Regulation V of 1896), in the
modified form is still applicable in the ¢ Partially Excluded Areas’ under
the New Constitution ?

147. Will Government be pleased to state whether the Garo Hills
District is still ‘a political district, as previous to the operation of the New
Constitution ?

148. Will Government be pleased to state whether there is any law
forbidding complaints in written form, to' be submitted in court, in any
“ Partially Excluded Areas ”’ under the Reforms ?

T]I.-TIEGHC)?’ELE Mauvavr Sarvip:S;1r MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
.—Yes.

Mr. JABANG D. MARAK : Are Government aware that the
previous permission is to. be taken from the Deputy Commissioner of the
Garo Hillsin order to appeint a petition-writer in criminal cases ?

THe HoN’BLE Mauravi Saivio S;ir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Does the question arise, Sir ? The question is will Government be pleased
to state whether there is any law forbidding complaints in written form, to
be submitted in court, in any partially excluded areas under the Reforms ?
1 say there is no law.

Tre Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : The question does not arise properly.

Mr. JABANG D. MARAK : We want to know if there is any law
limiting the number of petition-writers in that area ?

TrHE Hon’Bre Mauvravr Sarvip Sik MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
No, Sir, there is no law. ;

Srijur GOPI NATH BARDOLOI: Are we to understand that the
Regulation still remains in force ?

Tue Hon’BLe Mauravr Sarvio S MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Yes.

Srgur GHANOSHYAM DAS : Are the actions of the Deputy Commis-
sioner to be taken as law there ? .

MRr. JABANG D. MARAK : T want the particular rule or Regula-
tion of the Act which is still applicable in the partially-excluded areas.

THE Hon’BrLe Mauravi Saiyio SiR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Section 35 of the Chin Hills Regulation of 1896 was extended to the back-
ward tracts of Assam in a modified form in 1933 under the Scheduled
Districts Act, 1874. With the commencement of Part ITI of the Govern-
ment of India Act, 1935, the Scheduled Districts Act has ccased to have
effect ; but notifications issued before will continue to have validity under
the Adaptation Order. Of the backward tracts the Garo Hills, Mikir Hills,
and the Khasi and Jaintia Hills (British portions only) are now termed
« partially excluded areas ”, and the others, namely, Naga Hills, Lushai

Hills, North Cachar Hills, Lakhimpur Frontier Tract, Sadiya Frontier Tract
are totally excluded arens.

Mr. JABANG D. MARAK -

Is there a particular section or law in
force to make clansmen liable for an P

other persons offence ?

Tue HoN'BLe Maupav: S ‘ : ‘ i
thereis a distinet Regula:;;n Aff;’rﬂz SiR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : No,

justice there. he administration of Civil and Criminal

i ?ﬁi”%eg’ﬂ SNASHYAM | DAS
of the law ? ¥ “ommissioner of Gar.
Sir, gggegﬁeiﬁshﬁgﬁﬁ; SAviD Sk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : No,
SeyuUT GHANASHYAII;Z’ aI;liSso f:a‘!/.\,fil‘ll l(l;"*_‘ve recewatad‘ r;; ::mgﬁ:t.a
enquiry ? overnment p n

Are Government aware that some-
o Hills goes beyond the provisions
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Taz How'sLe MAULAVI SAvip Sm MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : If
the hon. member will mention any specific case or cases in which the Deputy
Commissioner has gone beyond the provisions of the law, I will make
enquérgr'm'r JOGENDRA CHANDRA NATH : Is it not a fact that any-
body can write petitions ? .

Tuae How’BLE Mauravr Sarvip  Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA ;
There is no objection to anybody having the requisite knowledge of writing
pemlTOfIi": Hon’BLE MaAuLAvI SAryip - SiR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA

lied : ‘

2 i47.—The district was formerly a * backward tract ” under section

52A(2) of the Government of India Act, 1919, and is now a “ partially

excluded area * under section 91(1) of the Government of India Act, 1935’
148.—No,

MENT MADE BY ;THE HON’BLE SPEAKER ABOUT ALLOT-
STATMEE\IEI%‘ OF TIME FOR DISCUSSION OF DEMANDS FOR

GRANTS.

Tue Hon’BrLE THE SPEAKER : .Bef‘orc we proceed to the
of business, I want to draw the attention of the Hrouse to one ma
which I requested the House on Saturday last. That was with
the question of the allotment of the time for discussion of de
grants that will be coming up. I requested the House to sy
list showing the order of preference in which they want ¢q take up the
demands during the dates allotted for the voting pi_' demands. Now I have
got a list from the hon. the Leader of the:Opposition but [ think it is not
an agreed list. Therefore, I propose that the hon. Leaders of the different
Parties will please meet me in my room alo_ng with other' hon. members who
are not attached to any party, so that the list may be discussed and a time
table may be settled. I think it will be convenient to ho_ld the discussion
at about 1-30 p.m. and I hope that would suit the convenience of the mem-
bers and the Leaders.

next item
tter, about
regard to
mands for
pply me with 4

GENERAL DISCUSSION OF THE BUDGET

REev. L. GATPHOH : Sir, it has been the custom of this House, |
believe, to criticize the budget after it has been introduced to the House,
If that be the case, I am afraid I can make no contribution whatever, as |
have not yet learnt the art of critimsm.. Criticism  is true, constructiye
criticism, has a salutary effect on individuals or corporate bodies, By
there is also another method for producing the same, if not better, effect
that is the method of appreciation. It is humane, and we aye all humar;
beings : more so within the precints of this Assembly Hall,

Sir, I am now going to take the latter course. The course of pickin

. g ; g

out all that is good and constructive in the budget. I am doing this not for
the sake of supporting the budget presented by the Chief and Finance
Minister and his Government. I am doing it because I see in it the princi-
ple of constructive policy. I am not concerned with details, To me they
do not matter much. I am concerned only with principles ang olic
The new Government has taken great provincial responsibilities from tI;lC Ol}’d-
Government and they have also ac.lde_d on to themselves new oneg which have
been created by the status of provincial autonomy ac i
At this transition stage, from the ol'd to the new regime when many adjust-
ments have got to be made, alterations and additions have been and are

-
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being made. Personally I should not feel disappointed even if it were a
deficit budget that was presented. But I were happy to find a surplus budget
of Rs.2 lakhs, if I am correct. The Government are indeed to be congratu-
lated on presenting a surplus budget. If budget making were a thing that
could be cleverly manipulated by experts within the four walls of an office
room with no relation to the facts and figures whatever, with no sufficient
data to go upon for approximate estimates, then certainly, Sir, we were not
only wasting our precious time in this Assembly Hall, but were dupes of
Government. Sir, to me to entertain such an idea even is repulsive.
However, some of the hon. members may say within themselves ‘You may
still have to learn’. :

Now to come to facts and figures, the sum budgeted during the current
year for education is about Rs.35,73,000 according to the report of the
Education Minister. That is the record expenditure figure in the history of
Assam in the Education Department. Certainly, this indicates the intention
of Government to steadily push on schemes for fostering education in the
province as funds permit. The Compulsory Primary Education Act is a
very important Act. Itis astep in the right direction. But it must he
admitted by all who are familiar with rural life in all its varied conditions in
the different parts of the province that it is not expedient to put it in force at
the present moment in every part of the province, apart from the question
of finance. If this is enforced it will only mean an engine of cppression, not
to speak of corruption, which will be .brought into existence. Sir, in this T
confine my remarks to my constituency only. The Government scheme or
policy of subsidising private enterprise is the next best course to complete
state control over education. At this juncture 1t prov1deS_ ample scope for
patriotic men, young men and young women to serve their country in their
humble and obscure way of teaching children of poor and ignorant peasant
in schools of private venture. I certainly wish that more money were pro-
vided for primary education and I would be one of those who will be directly
benefited by it. ~ But the increased and increasing demand for university
education in the provinceis a fact which cannot be ignored. We must,
therefore, stop and think before we ask why more money could not be
granted for primary education. A time will soon come when a tie in the

public mind will be drawn between primary education and_university educa-
tion, :

I see the wisdom of the Finance Minister in keeping 2 lakhs of rupees
unutilised for cases of emergency such as tloods, earthquakes and other uns
foreseen calamities in the province. With regard to this I would make one
observation only by way of request. I suggest that Government should
be pleased to issue instructions or standing orders to their officers, both local
and district, not to be over-sensitive with the use of such Government money
when occasion arises for distribution either as loans or gratuitous relief.

Well, Sir, I have rea e 2 :
i i son to complai to this matter in con-
nection with the present distress plain in regard

: in the Jowai Subdivision, owing to the
daénage caused by hzulstoz:ms to the cropg. %"lhefe is no tim’c to rglate the
sad story, 1t 1s very pathetic. I would request the members to read the
story between the lines of my questions when they come up.

g But I d(l) nolt Elame this Government. And besides we are a_very for-
giving peopie, although we were characterised in the past—in the days of
the East India gDmPanyﬁ"aS a “Vel'y vindictive People”. Sir, if ﬁghting
for the preservation of one’s race—for expansion of power wer¢ construed
as vindictive,—then who were and are not—we certainly were. But we are
among the most harmless and peace-loving people now in the province,
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And T hope our friends and neighbours who have come to live temporarily
or permanently in this town will not take undue advantage of our disposi-
tion. :

I will just say a word about land revenue. The increase™ is partly be-
cause of trade depression. This may sound as a paradex. But the slump in
lac has driven hundreds of people to the soil—more land has been brought
under cultivation. Tt is also due to the introduction of bone-meal by ‘the
Agricultural Department. Land under margin of cultivation has been cul-
tivated and assessed to revenue as the result of the use of it. ‘A reduction of 4
annas in the rupee has given a great relief to the people and 1'hope Govern-
ment will continue the reduction. The classification of wet rice fields and
the rate of assessment fixed is a serious innovation in the hills. The hilly
nature of the country makes the difficulty unsurmountable. Unless it is really
done with a view to give relief to poor lands, I think it would add to the
burden of the subdivision. 1 would therefore request the Government to go
into the matter carefully and not rush it through only to get it completed
before the beginning of the next financial year, if it is to be of any real help
to the people.

I would also draw the attention of Government to a very urgent and
serious matter, and thatis to the question of free-hold lands. These free-
hold Jands have been held as such from time immemorial. There isa great
alarm and agitation in the subdivision over the rumour that Government
is going to assess them. I would only say on this occasion that, if this be the
case, the impression that will be left in the minds of the people will be
(1) that they are paying the penalty for thepolitical status the subdivision
has received as a partially excludc-d area—the penalty for throwing in their
lot in the Legislative Assembly with their fellow countrymen of the plains.of
Assam ; (2) that the people of the poor and backward tracts are being taxed
more and more to meet the increased expenditure of ‘other districts, Sir, if
free-hold lands be taxed, will the same treatment be meted out to other
free-hold lands in other districts ? We expect justice, Sir, and not one law
for the weak and another for the strong.

Tue Hox’sre e SPEAKER : Thehon. member has got only two
minutes more.

Rev. L. GATPHOH : Asregards road communication, Sir, the head-
quarter of the subdivision is 33 miles from the capital of Assam. But the
remotest parts of the province are nearer to it than this subdivision. For
want of communications we- are absolutely cut off from the civilized world.
As a result of this we are fecling very badly the want of educational and
medical facilities. Have Government done anything so far for the educatiop
of the British subjects in this district ? I do not wantan answer. I want
only that Government should feel it. Have Government done anything
for medical relief ? As regards this, we have all these years been dcpending
on charity—the charity of the good and generous Welsh Mission. We
cannot get on on charity for ever.

Then Sir, the want of a Veterinary Surgeon in this subdivision isa
handicap to cattle breeding. The frequent outbreaks of cattle cpidemics,
like rinderpest, have affected not only the inhabitants of the subdivision hut
a very large number of cultivators in the Jaintia Parganas of the Surma
Valley, who depend entirely on 'the hill people for their ploughing oXern.

Then Sir, a word about opium. One Mikir Dolloi, Sir, came to me the
other day and said—“I have not been able to realise all house tax. 1 shall
go and tell the Subdivisional Officer tl}’at the Government must either stop
opium shops or abolish house tax.” Thisis only one illustration, Sir,
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asshowing the “connection of the tax-paying - capacity of the people
with the opium habit. The Hon’ble Minister referred to the falling
off of revenue under this head. What we want to know is whether the habit
has decreased. If the evil is to be stamped out, I think the Excise staff
should be strengthened, otherwise the closing of shops will be only mean loss
in revenue to Government while the evil will grow rampant more than ever.

Srgur RUPNATH BRAHMA : Sir, the budget that has been present-
ed. before the House is a surplus one, and considering the deficit budgets
for the preceding years, I agree with someof my hon.  friendsin saying
that the Hon’ble the Finance Minister deserves congratulation for preparing
and presenting the present surplus budget for the year 1937-38. ~But, Sir,
at the same time I must confess that the budget as presented before ic
House is certainly far behind our expectation and it is greatly disappointing
to some important sections of the people of the province—I mean the back-
ward tribal people of the province. Now-a-days we hear a great cry in the
country for the uplift of these backward people, and we l_1ave been given
to understand that the Government also have taken up special responsibility
for the safeguarding of the interests of the_se min:)rit_y peqplc. Sir, we as of
right reasonably expected that, with the inauguration of the new Constitu-
tion, our cases would receive due and special cm_nglemtxon at the.h_ands of
our popular anl responsible Government. But it is greatly suiprising that
nowhere in the budget we find any specific provision for the uplift of the
backward tribal people of the plains. Itis known to all under what acute
economic distress these people have been groaning for ages long without
proper education and sanitation. Sir, nobody would have grudged if some
special provision had been made in the present _budgﬁt for the education
of these poor backward tribal people of the Fjlfﬂ_ﬂs- Unless  these people
are given proper opportunity and special facilities to grow, how can one
dream of the idea of nation-building ? 25003 £

Sir, it is with the inauguration of the new Constitution, with separate
electorate, that these people have been able for the first time to send their
representatives to this Flouse to speak out their wants and demands. Before
that they had no chance and opportunity of sending their men to fight out
their causes. No one did really care to raise any question in favour of
these people. Rightly speaking, their wants and legitimate demands were
then totally ignored by Government and the leaders of the country.
That is why these people demanded a separate electorates for them and
still insist that the system should be retained at least for some years to
come. Itis for the same reason that these people demand that this system
of separate electorates *should also be introduced into the local bodies for
the safeguarding of their interests.

, Sir, the condition of the district of Goalpara in point of education,
sanitation and communication is worse than that of any other district of the
Pvrov_mcc.f Itis after all a backward district. The northern part of the
district of Goalpara, T mean the whole Eastern Duars specially the vast area
covered by Bijni, Kokrajhar and Sidli Thanas is mainly inhabited by
these backward tribal people. I draw the special attention of Govern-
ment and the House to this part of the province. There in that part
are no Su’flﬁtflent ‘pri-lnary schools to educate the children of the backward
PBOpie- dt‘ire all1 e a good number of venture primary schools which have
been started by the people but have not yet been taken over by the Dhubri
Local Board for want of funds.

There 1s a great demand for secondary education also among these
people. The people are so poor that they cannot afford to send their child-
ren tothe town and other distant High' Schools. Reference has already
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been made by one of my hon. tribal friends to the Kokrajhar High
English School which has been started by the backward people themselves
in the central place of the backward tribal area in the northern part of the
district of Goalpara. T appeal to the Hon’ble Education Minister for giving
sufficient grants to the said Kokrajhar High School and taking over the
same at an early date. I also hope that sufficient sum be specially provided
for taking over the venture primary schools in the said backward tribal
area. I also draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister in charge to the
Buska area in the district of Kamrup.

As regards communication the district of Goalpara is the most neglect-
ed part of the province. In the Northern partof the district which is
mainly inhabited by the backward tribal people save and except the North
Trunk Road there is actually no other road. There being no roads it is
very difficult for the traders and merchants to go there and the people
cannot sell their agricultural products at proper market price. During the
rainy season for want of roads people cannot move from one place to
another as the village paths become quite impassable. People remain
quite cut-off from the trading centres and important business places. There-
fore I hope that the Board of Communications will take the case of those
places into their due consideration.

Sir, another thing to which I should like to draw the attention of the
Hon’ble Minister in charge is irrigati_on. The people in f:hc northern part
of the district cannot depend on rain alone. They mainly depend o
irrigation for supplying water to their paddy fields. There the people rajse
bunds in the Fhoras and small rivers, and supply water to their agricultura]
lands by cutting irrigation canals which are calZed “D_qngs”. In this
connection I beg to draw the attention of the Hon ble Ministers specially
the Finance Minister to the Tarang bund which is lying within the Bijni
Raj Wards’ Estate in the Kokrajhar area. Last year through the
efforts of the Deputy Commissioner, Mr. I. Majid, and in co-operati
the Eastern Bengal Railway, the Forest Departmen't and the Bijnj Raj
Wards’ Estate and the raiyats a bund was placed just at the breach of
Champamati. But unfortunately the bund did not stand, and the wate,
of Champamati is still causing great damages to the irrigation canals apg
Tarang Bunds and the Eastern Bengal Railway line is also bemg-:chreatcned
thereby every year. The raiyats of that locality under the Bijni Wardg
Estate are in alarming distress and this year thc, prospect of crop is hopeless.
ly miserable. I therefore hope that the Hon’ble Mninster in Cl}arge will
make some grantsin the present budget for protection of the 1rrigation
canals and bunds in this locality and thercby render some reljeftg the
suffering raiyats, -

These are the bare facts I lay before the Hon’ble Ministers for dye
consideration and I hope and trust that the legitimate demands of Goalpara
backward tribal people will not be overlooked by our present populay
Government.

One word more, Sir, I have been just informed by one of my hon
tribal friends that the Gareswar Middle English School in Kamrup ig i
great need of help where there are tribal students.

i They are asking for a
grant for maintenance of the school and I hope the matter will be taken
into consideration by the Hon’ble Minister for Education. With these

few words I resume my seat,
Basu HARENDRA NARAYAN CHAUDHUR] :

a few words regarding th.e budget. Sir, I am not goin

speech on the House. Being a novice on matters

carnest
on with

Sir, 1 wish to say
g to inflict a long
financial and naturally
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shy of figures, I will not try to enter into the intricacies or rather the
jugglery of figures shown—and that it may be beautifully—by our Hon’ble
Finance Minister.

Well, Sir, it is a custom almost in every Legislature of India cither to
congratulate the Finance Minister if he comes forward with a surplus
budgét, or to condemn him if his budget is a deficit one. Well, Sir, hon.
members of the House are aware from the Budget itself and from the speech
of the Hon’ble Finance Minister delivered the other day, that our Budget is
a surplus one— surplus by a little over two lakhs. Well if I am to follow
the practice prevalent in our Legislatures, I have no other alternative
but to congratulate the Finance Minister, but, Si;‘,‘I assurc the House
that if they think in that light, they will be disillusioned. I neither
congratulate nor condemn him, but I rather pity him. I pity him for
his mendicancy. - ;

Well, Sir, the House is certainly aware of Sir Otto Nmmeyer. That
gentleman came to Calcutta perhaps a year ago, or a little more. The
representatives of the Government of Assam including its head, our late
Governor, Sir Mechael Keane, ran all the way to Calcutta, and to quote
from the speech of the Hcn’ble Finance Mlmster “they did open their
mouth wide to receive a dole”. Well, Sir, that gentleman was kind
enough to recommend to the Central Government for a subvention of
Rs. 30 lakhs a year to be granted to our province to run this huge and
expensive show of provincial autonomy. Well, Sir, had not the Government
of India been so ready and so generousas to throw a few crumbs from
their financial table, what would have been ,the position of our finances ?
What would have been the plight of our Hon’ble Finance Minister? I shall
not venture an opinion; I will leaveit to t’hc House.

Well, Sir, it was on the last All Fools’ Day that the present Minis-
try took over charge. We were given to understand that a new era would
dawn and that a millennium would be ushered in, but what do we find?
We find that the old things have remained; Old Bureaucracy is there ; only
there has been a difference in colour. Though the element of nomination
is gone and the official block wiped off, an ohgarchy_ is installed instead. The
present Ministry took over charge on the lst of April and to day is the 9th of
August, but the present ministry inspite of repeated demands from the press
and the public, have not been able to come forward with a programme
of their own. I ask them if they have any. If they have none, they
must admit their inability and give up the reins of office. I think there
will be no dearth of suitable men in this House to take their place. Will
the Ministers resign ? 1 pause for a reply Sir.

. Well, Sir, coming to the Ministers another thing strikes me, and it is
;hgag .galar)’- The Salary Bill that is before the House contemplates rupees
l\:ﬁ[inist::—?\}lvl;guchéqf Minister—(I do not know whether there is any Chicf
e ) dlr, that will be dealt with later on when the Salary Bill

n R:_s.l,B‘OU——for other Ministers. Hon. members are
aware; that, when interim  Ministers in six of our raajor i -
signed, or were rather forced t sters  in % J X Pprovinces re
affairs, these Congress Mini t0 e s

i 1sters were satisfied with Rs. 500. Are Re'a_;a-
g » fandit Govind Ballav Pant who can adorn any cabinet

of any country of the world, | i inferi
Ty ess
our present Ministers ? s competent, less efficient and inferior to

MaurLavi DeEway M y
BINODE: Isany allowa UHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY BIDYA

nce given to those Ministers in Congress provinces ?
4 11?5*35‘; 4 Ié;ﬁf?tNllgsR?SO NARAYAN CHAUDHURI: Yes, lowest
Rl: 1,800 or Rs. 2,800,' Pay and allowance together, much less than
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. . lary Will lcad to
i it 1 ued in some circles, that _low sa e 1
W ﬁnIdfCI):- 1§nzr%0 not believe it. ' There is aI}oth_(‘;’ pfhci; dlimr:gn,
dliShoncfltgl.tmt that Ministers will ‘not be _ablc to ma{ntalthe inStanci 13;_
: Ez:largsitio; with a low salary. WCH, Su‘, I ‘:t_flll c1t£:th onlif thiodd Fa
in 5t late head of Soviet Russia. He was’ satisfied WlMinistcT of Japm
denc;n;oublcs_about Rs, 430 in our coins. The Prlcrlnet State and figps
dre tting Rs.750-~the Prime Minister of an indepen ention Are they o2
1(S]hgi-gf Mginistcr of a benighted province qf' a subj_cct nae of: pit lamented
maintaining their position ? Sir, I \Ivilchzte7 Sthi?r (;rr:lstit}lllg Servailt of Fhoa
] Z ing only Rs. i 1
Mr. Goklrﬁii}] II;(; g{:nd:? [::;tgthese official gcno;;ra;ah;:{fl a:‘ﬁesfirang.
%%ﬁgy ?1:: not maintain his dignity and position Sir ? argu-
ildish. : inti kit
mcnf‘%gi‘e CS}il:"IdIImhavc told the House that ]{I }wll not Bcll;ltteli Vlvillo I;}éi tim.
; : ures. &n
icaci that I am shy of fig ; :
tricacies &Einﬁgure;i‘ haer:(éi ha;a baeil ol thetion. of Lird &ivir;;eiothough
?3;11:; are gsg'roaning under the pressure of e}(llorl()ll‘f;sc alsg beenn‘m I:iro
isi for opening the Medical School at Sylhet h S ade
e B s = ildi re there standing as mgopy.
in the Budget, though the s{atcly bm%:am%‘iesily Hersonlstoated foiiy
ment of infamous valley jea ousy, so sham L SHass. fcthe N
il. - There isno provision for opening a Botany
Gﬁmﬂg H CoHegf: thoughpit is long over due. Some few superfluous Posts sm_:.h
G anh ts of Assistant Director of Public Health, Director of Public
Iasst:'u?:tiggs Deputy Superintendents of Police, and one SUPermtcnding
E? inecr can be done away with without sacrificing efficiency.
nnge]l Sir, I cannot conclude my speech without reference to a sen-
tence th;.t wis recently uttered on the floor of the Bengal Leg}llslatwc
Assembly by the Leader of the Opposition, T mean Mr. Sarat G andra
ose. It is that the “Bengal budget discloses a bankruPtcy of Imagins,.
tion and statesmanship”. Well, Sir, this can also be said of our Assam
‘budget.
With these words T take my seat.

Mavravi MUHAMMED MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURT .

I' regret, Sir, that T am unable to congratulate the Hon’ble the Finanee
Minister for the disa

ppointing Budget, he has presented before this House
this year. Sir, this Budget represents the mentality of a Council of Minis-
ters who profess to stand for the masses of people but are most unsym-
pathetic towards their welfare. The Hon’ble Finance Minister deserves
congratulations, of course, for the Jjugglery of figures with which he hag
presented a surplus Budget, Sir, i i
bone of the nation, whose
the Government, have been persistently,
ignored. Rupees 6,18,300 is
is a most inadequate Budg
dal bhat to cultivators and t
something more from g by
alas, all their hopes are sh

aring on the welfare of
cleverly ~ ang intentionally
Proposed to he spent for this Department. This
et for a Department which promises to

o usall. Our poor cultivators cxpected to get

ernment and a popular Minjster hut

attered. The Hon’ble Minister of Agriculture
hemes. T am afraid, S

» Sir, this is not at all enough
new schemes o oo of the problem, . Out of the expenditure of Rs.12,956 for
Pie gaoes tor the
vators. Demons

Pr real benefit of the culti-
| tration, there should be, byt it y 2

this Depart_ment. Sinc’e the inception (’) ¢ thils BeCd not be thc only work of
demonstration year in and

€partment it iy carrying on

ion yeas AR ol T TR P i

result, Tt is said, Sir, that this Departmént is stil] inwilttshi;?;:gy ap%)::‘;;ag%:
. ’
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that it will never reach adolescence and youth and if it goes without proper
nurishient as is being done now. Many a time, Sir, I drew the pointed
attention of Government towards the need of the cultivators, e.g.,
excavation and putting sluice gates on khals and nalas but with no effect.
I know the Department has not been provided with funds for this purpose,
even from the last year’s rural Upliftment Grant from India Government,
not a pie was allotted for this purpose. Money was spent for wells
and ponds but the authority forgot that we first eat and then drink,
Jé:itempts should be made to provide first food to eat and then water to

The amount of Rs. 62,633 budgeted for Sylhet and Khanapara farms
is a colossal waste of public money. These farms are mere depots of a
wasting disease known as Johne’s disease. This money can b.e bctt.er
utilised for livestock improvement in villages. Being an agriculturist
myself I keep in close touch with the activities of this Departmeqt. I
know that the authorities of the Sylhet cattle farm sold gﬁ' some animals
infected with Johne’s disease to the cultivators in utter dlsrega.rd to the
Government order to the contrary. I took the earliest opportunity to d{‘aw
the attention of the Department to this disastrous fact. 1In vain I publish-
ed articles after articles in news papers to retrace the step taken by the
Farm Manager but I doubt if any action will be tak?n by t}}e Depart-
ment against the conduct of the Farm Manager who is responsible for the
spread of this wasting disease among the village cattle. The fact remains
Sir, that the Manager still continues to bein charge of that farm. I
do not think Government has taken a serious view of the matter.

The Hon’ble Minister for Agriculture makes bold to say that
Rs. 20,000 has been granted for Boro irrigation. I say, Sir, thatthis isa
business project of the Government. Cultivators haveto pay Re. 1-4-0
cach bigha as irrigation charge and it swells up to Rs. 1-8-0 if the
amount is not paid before the 31st March. This I_nuch-talk'ed of irri-
gation scheme, Sir, is a taxation on the poor cultivato:s higher than
what they pay to the zamindars. This amounts to selling out help to
cultivators at a very exorbitant rate. y

The Hon’ble Minister for Agriculture launched his election campaign
with a plough symbol but his budget shows that he has not proved
true to his pledge. :

Sir, I now like to pass on to the primary education. I am an inhabi-
tant of an interior village and I know, Sir, what obstacle illiteracy creates,
mo‘iz;ﬂg aﬂ)é’ llzﬁncgcialfvlviork for the public. I have heard enoughdthat

- nment has been following the policy of expansion of primary educa-
ggsﬁﬁﬁf‘“%uiagﬁaﬁﬁg Taoney tevcr)i year for %:)he expansion of primary
demand. The budget h ot at all go to satisfy the public need and

. & as most heartlessly ignored the case of Lower

Primary teachers who are the rea] nation buil i

illages. Government could a uilders and torch bearerg in
villages. ccept the luxurious scheme of opentng Title
Course in Sylhet Madrasha, filling up of borrow pits in Pala hbp 2 gd
cavating the Sibsagar tank, but they could not (l‘f; o ?hes Caaéxg; afr} hex.
ill-paid " “Gurus” of the nation. Speaker after Speaker spoke v - slcse
Councils about the woes and weal of these teachers - confgrenc én ggcwous
ferences were held in order to draw the sympa o e :-, ain & \?gf:;
of these much neglected builders of nationa] character but Government was
a hard nut to crack. :

Sir, the_ Hon’ble Mm;;ncr for Agrrcul_ture fills our heart with joy with
the model village scheme but I can tell him Sir, his scheme will remain a
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model paper only. This scheme was tried by the Red Cross Society and it
failed. Now Government should look into the causes of its failure and must

ard against them. You expect to make a model village at a cost of few
hundreds whereas a town could not be made a model town at an expendi-
ture of many thousands. This is most ridiculous. This may hypnotise
some of the villagers or some favourities of the Ministers but T am sure,
this will result, to use an expressive Bengalee word, in “Horse’s egg”.

So far as the Forest Department is concerned Sir, my remark is that it
is an oppressive department. Ifyou go to villages you will hear complaints
after complaints from the cultivators about the oppressive operation of the
forest laws. You will be surprised, Sir, to hear that an officer of Dalair-
gaon Forest Office did not spare even a sight scer boy from the clutches of

the forest laws.

Sir, I come from a place which
road. His Excellency the Viceroy takes less
Calcutta from Delhi but our journey from S
days’ time. At a time when the less important
with each other, we the people of Sunamganj are
“Adam?’. This certainly will not bring any ¢

tration. . '
Sir, a budget that cannot give us hope of connecting every village with
ols at such distance that

the Subdivisional headqurters, establishing scho Dlishi t
we can send our boys and girls to receive education, establishing dispensarjes

to enable every patient to get medical relief, is undoubtly a re-actionary, yn-

thetic and hopeless budget.
viavi Deway MUHAMMAD AHBAB GHAUDHURY yipya.
w _era in the political

BINODE : Sir, the new Constitution has opened a nCh ;

history of India. I admit thatit has got many loop-holes and defects, but
it cannot be denied thatit has converted the Bureaucratic GOVernment
into a Democratic one, it has broadened our outlook, 1t haIS inspired in us
a new political consciousness and a hope for the f'uture.aS Pt has conferred
upon us a new responsibility which is generally known Tovincial Auto-

nom Now this House has become the master of its own dc’mﬁstic affairs
Y- Je of the PrOVince 1
. In

it will ide the destiny of millions of peoP gl ]
f}r‘f \tztc::is ofgzur present Viceroy, Lord Linlithgow, “I\'I;n;f::;f, will be respon-
sible not to the Parliament, but to the Provincirftl L?glsilinc o I 2, Siv to
add a few words to the renowned speech of His E?siiee Lcy'sllzf Vlcercry iG]
it is this. Ministers are no doubt responsible to t}blc tog:he ture ut this
Legislature is again responsible to the people, TCSPonsiblc 0 theirpeasant elec-
torate who have elected them, and above all, respOR® lothes to Nscience,
These poor cultivators have no food to eat a‘nd n%c House £ut.°n.
Sir, the two most imporant problems before t Esa rcpresc:walt- solution
namely, bread and education. I have come here abu diset isnt&twe of the
simple village folk who have no concern whether 2 e anda SUrplus or a
deficit one. Eloquence of your speech, inflate recelp 58 Xpenditure .
of the budget, have been characterized bY so;:gval =F iﬁl.athematical
jugglery. We want more food, more clothes, a“f,l\,;'ﬁzd give thelt;[zfracy o

is not connected with any town by any
than a day’s time to come to
ylhet to home takes full two
centres arc bc_mg connected
to remain as in the days of
redit upon the adminis

the land. They elected us in the hope that we ? s W, at least
some relief in their distress and redress their griever sy h 1e are also in
the “Who'e Houseriirast

honour bound todo so. May I ask a question t© :

0 of caste and creed ? guﬁng tht?se few n.-lonthioatiﬁgr the nangura-
tion of the n€EW Assembly, what relicf we have gnlchll L scrvangso?}} people of
our country ? They ar€ our masters and we aI° " we go o0 hear).
We shall have to place our accounts before them ack to our

constituency.

pective
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Sir, Assam is a poor and small agricultural province. 1 feel proud to
say that I am a cultivator and T belong to the agricultural class. Therefore,
our first and foremost duty is to give them bread, give them medical aid
and relieve them of their huge burden of debt mto which they have sunk
up to the nccls. It isnot only a question of Assam alone, it is'an All-India
problem. Tt is the primary duty of every Government to save these poor
pleasants from annihilation. 1If they go, the country goes with them ;3 if
they become extinct this palatial edifice of our Assembly will tumble ‘down,
and our poor province will again be filled with jungles and forests and
become th(_: habitation of wild ferocious animals. Sir, I now make bold to
say that with the extinction of the peasant community, the whole structure
of Government will fall to the ground. )

__ Now, Sir, we hear that communism and socialism ‘arve gaining ground
in India. The capitalists and other interested parties are very much afraid
of these bogies. What is the root cause of this revolt ? It is the revolt of
the poor against the rich. It is hunger and poverty alone that are respon-

sible for these re : ; : o g I
: ; e them bread and e
vanish. volutionary ideas. Giv verything will

Sir, it is time that Agriculture Department should ‘do something for

Fhe real good of the pcoplg. As things sl,)tand at present | the Departfaent
15 2 mere luxury doing little good. This Department should be filled ‘by
really competent andcéympatghetic men. - :
Sir, T come to the question of education. First of all let -me
congratulate our Minister of Education on  his making provision in the bud-
get for opening a Hadis Class in the Sylhet Government  Alia Madrassa,
For the last few years it was @ pcrsistcnt Eﬂcmand of the Mustims
of the Province g open the Hadis Class "I .the Sylhet Madrassa
and I am wvery glad to say that our demand for high Islamic education
has = at last been satisﬁczl Regarding the appolntment of professors,
Sir,’ it is also 'to “Be moted - that  the Muslim population “predominate in
the Surma Valiey and are backward in education and that ever since the
establishment of the British Raj in this Part of the country, no permanent
Moslem Inspector has i bcE]:n appointed- Therefore I ask the Minister
of Education that a ‘I\JIEVF;H should be appointed to the permanent va-ancy
of Inspector of Schools ;‘0; the Surma 7alley and Hill Districts,

I, it is not unknown to the authorities tl{l(? : tgifyull\;}_tinH]gh iz dupsey
Departmeﬂt is awfully understaffed and I woul is o & h 1ster of Educa-
f?oﬁ‘ todaPPOint a Headmaster cognpiffﬁr‘fssso er the progress of Eng-
1sh and othe 53 otseaptthe PyIRENeiss :

Sir, it 0 a1;1 scacuiaxi: slul:f];cracy and the primary education, _the eomcrbhcne

AT fa ent need of expansi
of every democratic Government 15111 i d X t}) on. The allot-
ment of Rs. 50,000 for this purpose 13 too Inal gquahe .D meet the popular
demand. The modern system of Cdu.czgmn g i‘ac.tensed as “‘godless
education”. It has reflected 2 baneful influence ?-n : cel life and character of
young generation. So I urge upon Gov;rnmmen ;}n ~ask the  Hon’ble
Minister. of Education to find out ways an deans o(xi' imparting religious
S ISR Iiuction! At fouT YOLTE S}Eu (i:.niff Sarllu make it compulsory
at least for four lower classes of the Hlﬁth ng;l;i 1\1/31 hools of the Province.

Sir, now I draw the attention of the }?n- o h mister of Education to
the feasibility of appointing an ISlorHC (O d elfmAt‘ ¢ Silchar Normal School.
You will be surprised to hear, that ms‘tea of Arabic or Persian, Sanskrit
or advanded course of ' Bengali 15 enforced upon the Muslim students to
learn as a compulsory subject. Sol aSkh the H.on ble Minister of Education
to find out ways and means to rqake a c ange in the present curriculum of
‘the Silchar Normal School, and include Arabic as one of the compulsory sub-
jects for imparting Islamic Education to the Muslim students,

Now,
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~ Regarding the appointment of the professor of the Hadis Class, I beg
to submit one suggestion before the Hon’ble Minister of Education for
serious consideration. Perhaps it is not unknown to the Hon’ble Minister
of Education that it is the unanimous verdict of the Sylhet moslem public
that the Professor of the Hadis Class should be of all-India reputation,
whose learning and character will inspire in the hearts of the people the
true ideal of our holy prophet. Otherwise it will not satisfy the
demand of the Sylhet public.

Sir, I understand that some of the Moslem students who secured
indigent junior scholarships have not been favoured with scholarships
this year which has rendered their studies for B. A. examination impossible.
I hope, Sir, that the Hon’ble Minister of Education will kindly see his way
to allow the continuance of those scholarships to enable the unfortunate
indigent Moslem students to complete their B. A. course.

With these words, Sir, I resume my seat.

[The House was then adjourned for lunch up to 2 p. m.]

(After lunch)

HAN BAHADUR Mauravi KERAMAT ALI: Sir, I think I shall be
failing in my duty if I do not express my thanks to the Hon’ble Finance
Minister for the speech he made in presenting the budget. Sir, the financial
condition of the province has not been happy for several years. There
has been each year some deficit. On the top of this we have been given
a Constitution which is no doubt very expensive. Therefore the Ministry
cannot be expected to do anything for the country and its people unless
they are given sufficient funds to run the administration. Now, Sir, in the
budget that has been placed in our hands a small surplus of rupees two
and a half lakhs has been shown, but we all know that this surplus is only
an eye-wash and that in fact there is no surplus at all. Now, therefore, it
will be up to the hon. members to consider as to where the money is to
come from to run this administration. I admit, and perhaps all hon.
members know, that taxation in these days is impossible, and to raise
a loan also will not be feas_ibl? because nobody would dare to give a loan
to a Government which is in fact bankrupt in itself. The old way of
taking loans from the Govcr_nment of India is also no more in existence
now. Therefore the or}ly thm_g that we can take recourse to is retrench-
ment. In some provinces, if the newspaper reports are at all correct,
o peals have bt?en magle to thf: higher services to submit to a voluntary
reduction of t}}elr salarle_s. It is needlesss to say that Assam is the poorest
of all the provinces. Will not a similar appeal made to the high officers
of our province bear any fruit ? Indian officers I am sure will not grudge
a small reduction of their salary in the interests of the poor peasants of
this province. The European officers of Assam will, I hope, set an
example. They have come to this small province at a very great sacrifice
to serve the people, and now if they want they can_serve them very well by

;ving up a small portion of their salary for the relief of these poor people
For whose welfare they are naturally so very anxious. I am sure that they
will agree to this sgnall cut in their salaries. ~Sir, the Revenue Tribunal was
rovisionally appointed under the Government of India Act until other

rovision 1n this behalf is made by ‘the Provincial Legislature—I say
this from the dec]ara;ltmn that was published in the Assam Gazette—I do not
know whether steps have been _taken by the Ministry with regard to this.
he officer who has been appointed to” form the Revenue Tribunal is paid
Rs. 3,500 per mensem. Cannot the members of the Public Service Com-
mission be asked to perform the duties of the Tribunal in addition to their
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own duties. The Public Service Commission at present has very little
work to do and they can easily do this work in addition to their own duties
if there is no objection to this under any Rule or Regulation. If this can
be done there will be a saving of Rs.40,000 a year..

. I think there is no further necessity for a Weaving Department, and the
sooner this Department is abolished the better. I think the Department
may be abolished without any harm to anybody. I do notunderstand why
an officer drawing a salary of Rs.1,000 is neccssary. This officer has under
him several other officers to teach weaving and dyeing. We have now a
sufficient number of local men who can very well teach weaving and dye-
ing to the villagers. = Assamese and Sylheti teachers can go to the villages and
mix with the villagers and teach them weavir g.and dyeing. These demon-
strators can be very safely placed under the Director of Industmes.. If the
Weaving School and the post of Superintendent and the Supervisors are
abolished there will be a good saving.

Next I would suggest that the Agriculture Veterinary and Livestock
Departments should be placed under one officer. ~ All these three Depart-
ments are connected with each other and if they are placed under one
officer there will be better supervision. There are at present several
superficial posts in these three Departments ; these may safely be abolished
and the money thus saved utilised for more profitable things. If instead
of the higher officers the number of Demonstrators is increased much better
work will be done. At present there is only one Agricultural Demonstra-
tor for the whole of Sibsagar subdivision. This is ridiculously inadequate
for a big subdivision like Sibsagar with innumerable villages to look
after. If the number of Demonstrators is increased and their work is
vised by the Subdivisional Officers and the District Officers,
better results will be achieved.

Super..
I am sure

Then, again there are several superfluous officers in the Forest Depart-
ment. For example there is an officer called the Forest Utilisation
Officer. Nobody knows his duties. Does he utilise the forests or does he
utilise the money of the poor peasants as remarked some time ago by the
“Assamiya” ? Let such posts be abolished—Sir, there are several
other posts which may also be abolished without any loss of
efficiency.

I am glad to learn from the Hon’ble the Finance Minister that
a Retrenchment Committee will be appointed soon. Such a Committee
was appointed a few years ago but unfortunately many of the recommen-
dations made by that Committee were not given effect to atall. I hope
that if another such Committee is appointed, the report of this
Committee will not be treated in the same way as has been done
in the case of its predecessor. If retrenchments both in posts and pay are
made a very large amount of money will be available for the nation-build-
ing departments.

The Co-operative Credit Department is indeed a very important
department. It is indeed a very great pity that not a single pie
has been allotted for the mprovement of these departments. The
Hon’ble Minister In ch-arge has admltted‘that _lhe present stafl is not
sufficient to give proper time to the Co-operative societies. . The Government
should know that a very large number of middic class people including
widows who have some Spar€ money keep it in these co-operative banks
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Government

ficient ‘staff g .
1d close doyp,

because they think that these banks are controlled by
therefore there is no risk. If Government do not keep a su
periodic examination and inspection of these societies they shou WP
these banks. In many places, for want of supervision many C:an S haye
failed. I would, therefore, strongly urge on the attention of IOVCrnmcm
the desirability of strengthening the audit staff and increase th¢ Numper
of Inspectors so that the banks are kept in proper check and SUPervisjgn.
The present state of things is indeed very deplorable.

Sir, I am very happy to find that steps are being taken to train boys in
cottage industries. But I would request the Hon’ble Ministel’ It charge
that those boys who come out fron the institutions they arc trained jn
should be given sufficient money to start cottage industries. D€CaUSE mapy
of the poor students who come after proper training do not 8Ct sufficient
money to utilise their training in the way they should do. And, thCI'Cfore,
what money is spent on them in the way of scholarships is simply Wasted,

I find in the budget that an amount of Rs.20,000 has been allotted or
Irrigation. Sir, so far not one single pie has been spent on irrigation in the
Assam Valley districts. I hope this time the Hon’ble Minister will find some
money out of this grant to be spent in the Assam Valley districts-

Now, to the Hon’ble the Judicial Minister, I have a word to say. This
is about Jails. Jails are places where people are sent for reformat’on and
correction. But unfortunately the Jails in Assam are full cr)f CEJI'I‘upttpns,
Sir, I know stories too horrible to be mentioned here. The Hon ble L.\-Imis-
ter is no doubt taking steps to improve the lot of prisoners. The oljjegt of
his Good Conduct Prisoners Bill is no doubt very laudable. But whois o
1ssue the certificates of good conduct ? Perhaps the Jail Suptgl'm_tendent&
They will have to depend upon the report of the Jailors for issuing such
certificates. There are jailors, and jailors, and there are _]all(;_r's_dfl‘om
W-hm.n such certificates will have to be purchased. I am @ r&a. the
Bill, if passed into an Act, will be a source of corruption unless gome drastic
changes are brought about in jail administration.

Minister of Edu-

the budget
nd him that

x Now, Sir, T have alsoa word to say to the Hon’ble A
ga 10}111. I must congratulate him for placing some money iD,
or the Girls’ High Schools in the province, May I remi
there is a Girly’ High School at Jorhat......

MauLavi Svep ABDUL ROUF : O ; -, Sir, 1 want
; ¢ On a point of order, 2%
to know whether there is any time limit for thpese discussions-

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (F et AFhemben.
member has stil] three minutes rg'xoi;cc:.n I TP A e

KHAN Barapur Maucavi KERAMA irlsiBchod!
T ; w the Girls

at Jorhat was started with public subscriptit:ﬁI;I ;mcg\I gfter I made repeated
appeals to the then Education Minister, he was pleased to make a recurring
grant of Rs. 2,400 only. Sir, to run a high school on Rs.2,400 a year 13
simply impossible. T therefore, would have been very happy if I had found
Some money in the budget earmarked for the Jorhat Girls’ High School.
If the Hpn’ble Minister will make enquiries of the Director of P ublic
Instruction, he will be convinced that this school has been doing = Very
good work and deserves sympathetic consideration.
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Then, Sir, there is the Jorhat College. This College has been sl}owing
very good results and if the results of this college are compared with the
results of the Cotton College at Gauhati or the Murarichand College at
Sylhet, it will be seen that this college is doing as good work as other
Government colleges. Therefore. it would be a pity if some money is not
available for this college which now wants to add B. A. classes. Therefore
I hope the Hon’ble Minister will make sufficient money available for this
college to start its B. A. classes.

With these few words, Sir, I resume my seat.

Mr. NABA KUMAR DATTA : Sir, this year the presentation of the
budget was awaited with a good deal of excitement because it was expected
that it would be something different from the matter of fact budgets with
which the legislatures of the past in Assam have become acquainted. We
were all eager to sce the features and implications of the first budget of our
responsible Government. But, Sir, though we have budgeted for a sur-
plus, I think we have made a very poor start with the autonomy in this
province. With a grant-in-aid of Rs.30 lakhs and an increase in jute
duty, the surplus of a couple of lakhs is no improvement on the budgets
of the past. There is nothing distinctive in our present budget and those
who hoped that provincial autonemy would bring Jjudicial and educational
autonomy in the shape ofa High Court and a University must have been
disappointed. And this disappointment is deepened, Sir, when it is seen
that though the reforms have failed to bring these for us they have not
failed to involve heavy additional expenditure. Sir, what strikes me as
the most unfortunate feature of this year’s budget isthe omission to give
further reduction with regard to the land revenue. The lost economijc
condition of the peasants and of the cultivating classes has not improved
And it has been scen that the prices have settled down permanent] at a
lower level. In the circumstances the present rate of revenue}s, h .
become too heavy and has almost crushed the economic structure in tl?ii
province. The cry for the reduction of land revenue is not a party cry but
a genuine appeal (hear, fear) for help from the peasantry.

Sir, I will not proceed to criticize the policy of the various departments
one by one. But it will suffice to say that the “Rolls-Royce” administration
of our nation-building departments has totally failed to improve the lot of th
inhabitants in this land of ours. We hear, Sir, ¥

of Director and De irec-
tor of Agriculture, Economic Botanist, Marketing Officer and p:lvtga?lzf)i
But anybody who goes to the country-side will find the peasants still strug:-

gling on with antiquated methods of cultivation, using implement
type that were in vogue during the days of King %udrg Siiglfa othE:

marketing problem is  as acute as ever and very litil
: e s
made to educate the cultivating classes. i et (50

; On th :
i Spent o sl iy Qe whelle Sir, so much maney
the very utility of some of the departments has been frustrat dra on that
of new schemes is no doubt a list of isolated acts of el he . The list
and I thank Government for including these in the prescniri gnd there
congratulate those localities and institutions on which the blessings 11: dget. I
showered. But, Sir, their good fortune makes gs have been
those who deserve more conmderagzozis but have been
- Money has been found for the Girls’ High Schogls at Habiganj, Karim-
ganj and Sylhet, but no provision has been made for the long deferred
construction of a building for Pl}J,rugarh Government Gjrls’ High School
which is the pioneer of the, girls’ high schools in the province. At pre:
sent this school is housed in a wre_tched thatched structure on a piece o
land inundated by floods several times in a year, Some years ago anothe

totally  forgotten.
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piece of land at a cost of Rs.10,000 was purchased for the construction of a
building for this school, but this land has _been lying unutilized all these
years. Sir, I thank the Government for making a provision of Rs. 50,000
for the expansion of primary education. The work that has to be done for
the spread of primary education is colossal and the provision that has been
made is just like a drop in the sea. But I thank the
because they have after all recognised the importance of primary education.
But I must insist, Sir, that more money must be found to push on the
policy thus initiated. o

Among the new schemes there are provisions for the creation of few
new posts. There is, for instance, the provision for the appointment of a
third Inspector of Boilers. This seems to me Sir, redunda_mt.
already two Inspectors of Boilers, over and above the Chief Inspector of
Boilers. Itis said that there are 1,000 boilers in Assam. But I must say
that, in the tea area where the gardens are closed to one another, the ins-
pection of several boilers can be made within one week. The reason put
forward in support of this appointment is that during the past two years
the help of a temporary Inspector of Boilers was requisitioned for two or
three months in the year. If that isso, I must submit that the work can
be managed by the existing staff, if the Inspectors be a little more up and
doing. I must say Sir, that much time is being wasted by them and that
with a little more vigilance on the part of the Chief Inspector of Boilers there
should not be much difficulty in getting through the whole work.

Talking of appointments, Sir, I cannot but voice the long-standing
grievance of the Assam Valley people that they have been deprived of
their due share in all appointments. Sir, there” is no dearth of highly
educated young Assamese people, but their claims, whenever any appoint-
ments occur, are consistently ignored. In no province in India you will
find, Sir, such callousness of the Government towards the condition of
the youths. Whereas in other prov1_nces.t¥13 provincial Governments, the
industrial organisations and the Universities are making united efforts to
tackle the problem of unemployment. Here we find that the Assamese

Government only

vouths are being treated as outsiders in their own home. T strongly
submit, Sir, that Government must make a departure from this policy of
indifference, which is daily filling the minds of the educated youths with

misgivings. . : : A

Sir, T should like to say a few words in connection with the revenue
from opium. We must know that revenue from this source must disappear
sooner or later. The sooner it goes, the better for us. It is better for
the consumers, because they will be saved from utter ruin; it js better
for the Government, because they will be saved from the charges of
administering slow poison to a nation ; it is better for the Councillors
because they will be saved from harping on the subject. I am reminded,
Sir, of the evidence given by a certain doctor before the Opium Enquiry
Committee of 1933. He said  “the opium habit makes a labourer docile
and obedient”. I know, Sir, opium is being given to ferocious animals
of circus parties. But obedience from a human being through the adminis-
tration of a drug is certainly a criminal act. I hope these few suggestions
will evoke the thought of Govern_ment and receive their best consideration.

Srijur BELIRAM DAS :  Sir, as a representative from the Scheduled
Castes, I consider it my duty to say something about the budget proposals,
as to how far justice has been done towards this community by
Government. We have been told that we are in the dawn of a new era.
The much-coveted provincial autonomy has been conferred upon us, In

There are

8.
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the present Government of India Act we find that t}zlcrc is ;ﬁ*ﬁﬁ;z;onbgf
safeguards- for all the scheduled castes and backwar dcomm. : int,e foats
it remains only to be seen how far these safeguards an slf?ccm._ Tty
- thave been protected by the Government of Assam. 1 amf 0h opin FHoTey
mnder the garb «of protecting the special _interersts o 1t ese Friond
‘communities perpetuation of foreign domination and a regular ilei)' t())erately
of the. Indian peasantry and of the down trodden have been deli
lanned. : ol _
> Turning to the present policy of the Govemmenét of bAf:SaIil;i;V;ve b%l;g
that the depressed communities and backwards an dtl'l 2 g ron
treated as real untouachables by this Governmellﬁ_ an n?n aglr?iltlies The
been- allotted towards the special intc::cgts of these t?h mre uir.cments
Government have fafled—hopelessly failed—to mect 5 € i ctltered Sthe
of these commmnities, except for some crumbs *'Whmh-hﬁav; Cg}r:-oaﬁin e
@and there to bz picked up by us and to remain satisfied. paros t}%at Ly
wutfer poverty, i‘lg)tcmcy and galling social disabilities, we . (o) L
the introduction of provincial autonomy bcttgr days are ahea : . e
with utter callousness this Government has failed to do justice to us. e
other day the Hon’ble Education Minister was bold enough to SaYBut aI
*his was the biggest Education Budget that Assam has cxlrler 1i;een. ey
- 'would ask him, 'Sir, in that biggest budget what provision he has m Aot
“the education of the backward communities? On the other a;"l
the Hon’ble Minister has been good enough te make some provision for
his madrassas.

Sir, we have heard from the Hon’ble Minister ﬁ?r Excise that Govern-
ment ‘will have some surplus revenue from the excise revenue on countr§
liquor. = The reason is not far to seek, and how this has come to pass
am just going to discuss. All the hon. members know that the indige-
- mous people of Assam like Kacharis and Lalungs have l_)cszn agcustomctil_ t.o
wse their home-made rice beer. But they have been prohibited from makin

more than 31 seers at a time at their homes Rice beer, Sir, as compare

with country liquor, is less harmful, less injurious to hﬁaltl}l} a1(1;d less
-inmxicating. By putting restriction on home-made rice beer, the Govern-
ment h

ave encouraged country liguor which is more intoxicating and more

" tharmful to health. : hould  lik '
ir, coming to the Forest Department I shou ke to say that

there is no other department under the Government of Ass

¢ am except
-Forest Department where halfthe revenue is being swallowed

up by the

Staff only,  Within the course of last 10 years_forest revenue has decr;ased

Y two-thirds. One thing which I wish to bring to the pointed notice of
the H

Ouse is the existence, even in this 20th century, ofhthe system of forced
labour in the forest areas in Assam. I draw the attention of the House to
section 12 of the

Assam Forest Manual, Vol. I, page 84 which runs as
ffollows :— <« Jumias may be admitted into the reserves on condition that
they sow with their crops the seed of such forest trees in such manner as
the Divisional Forest Officer may direct ; building material and 10 cart
Toads of fuel annually will be given to them free of charge but they will be
liable to render 20 days’ labour, if called upon, at the local rate of wages.
Jumias who in ‘addition cultivate rapit land, will be similarly required te
Sow. tree seeds with their jum crops. They shall be liable to pay for building
material and fuel required by them, but may commute the payment
annually due for these by undertaking to maintain the forest seedling in
each jum, from being suppressed by weeds for a period of two years from
the time cultivation is abandoned.

They will still remain liable to render
the 20 days’ labour at the local rate of wages.
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“The Forest Department and its contractors shall have the first claim

-to the labour of forest villagers, who shall not accept employment from

any other department, company or individual without the previous

_sanction of the Divisional Forest Officer.” Sir, in the 20th century a

system like this where people are forced to render labour against their will

. is a disgrace. I hope this civilised Government will try to abolish this forced

labour system from Assam and remove this clause from the Assam Forest

: Manual., Inspite of repeated demands by the public Assamese contractors
. are being daily ousted and foreigners are given contracts for timber blocks

of the Forest Department. Is this policy of . Government conducive to the

. prosperity and growth of the province ?

As regards opium much has already been said by the hon. members

- who have preceded me. I for myself consider it a great disgrace on the
. part of the civilised Government to run the admmx:strat.ion with the revenue o
. from opjum which is considered to be a slow poisoning to th.esc peqp!e. _’

~ Hon. members are quite aware that at page 9 of the Assam Jail Adminis-

tration Report we find that in the Assam Valley Jails there are more than
30 per cent. convicts who, before they came to jail, used to have some sort
of drugs, But in the jail they are not supplied with any drug and they can

. do without it. If they can be cured of this evil habit in the Jail why

cannot Government cure these people of the habit of opium ‘outside the

-Jail? My suggestion to the Government is that let these opium addicts be

treated in different hospitals like patients in order to eradicate the vice and

_let opium be declared as a dangerous drug and its use be penalised.

Coming to the Fishery we find that about 3 lakhs of people earn
their livelihood from fishery, but now that all the mahals are being given to
oreigners and non-professional men the Assamese fishermen have been
153& to the mercy of those foreigners and non-professional men for their
livelihood, ~These fisheries yield to Government exchequer about

- Rs.3,80,000 annually, but Government do not care to have any specialist

_ for the Fjshery Department and do not propose to make any improve-
. ment on it, -

Sir, much has been sajd about the present budget of the present

"Government of AsSam. Thjs has failed to meet the minimum needs and

requirements of th€ Province, The most crying need of reduction of

nd reyvenue has been ignored. In a place like Shillong even the dogs
are bathed twice With filtered water whereas in the plains our village
people do not 8¢t 2 cup of muddy drinking’ water. Has Government
made sufficient Provision for that? From the point of view of the depressed
and backward cOMMunities T find that Government have hopelessly fajled
to meet their €Vel VEry modest demands. So I may say that the backward
and depressed people should revolt against this Government and the only

W to see the destryction of this Government.

/ Mavravi ABDUL HAMID KHAN :  Sir, 7t 3= oR4ca8, witeatan
O g AANF 7 wfoqts eq @Rt sfaares, R Sfoals swa
SN 3], AtaA1A Al ojqfz 3ietgraq 73 (e @tq 3f Ty wtaters
AT ¢q WED M IfqAnga AR WHGa @Afs aw w1 W TR R
MfF71f%, 7 TAA CTIINR gy wgasia T2 470 qa i wifig s A3f=s

7300 Rty @9 WITA9 N7 371 613, (04T 42731 vo g wfay Mam@a A
giaiT ogiy A1F Walaes  wtatfenis sfacerg ) stas oiw, AR
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3lelad oiza ACFTT ANCTT 7T 14 4R A= ; WS stetal citate,
i1, stfam «fRsl  Syata I Ffes Aiad sieta IITS zfamicgT
(laughter), |9 NAMAI dov FI (ARIFI I giztces @taal 1st class ) (5
fame el fice @t @NSF Istclass @ IS T2co Atfa oM il
Ffaaften @32 SRYLS TIF(A ZEA FITAT AIY A48 re FfAAA
TN St e fatea, ©fe House, (5412, It ¥y WAPIT 793R AANHI
w9 6% e B RSy Sl 97 IS 7Y KR It
oAts FaCs A ofzta uE sfasret | {3 a2 IMeaesz qtife =34 I
qiatal @32 JENAE Afeg wF o2 (FH G afees z2akg, T A
Stafale Az s Afads wfaca, wizices AEl #7369 TF (IR
g Az AL | CRUF FIF R ST fits wf@m e g, IfE=tta
cpea o fice wfmF awz | AfH a{ifeq 3fi SfRad R %
 wfacsd oizl z®ReT @ (RO FHS asb1Fl 4, 2fs  fufa ey b1
aGE SfEA] s 319Y 2891 AiE A AT G TR &,
Fuce afi 84l 5fe Ffe <337 97 a1 ToT [AAs AT SiEees
w33l ©ta IFIM 9 3 SfT (53 AR, 7 SW AT AAAKT (414
3| 71 &8, ©f%t a3 St=eAd et BIFTE W AA I (FA—FA FA
q¥a frd wifiEd g4 staal AR Catmpa @il st Ata arEh s wae)
&fta A1 | TS 392 B4 28T | (FA ST (A €1 3FA (A F cweAl
aty etel T/CT Stzfd g3 W4r I3 [oga 3| atg I8 Sfe Az,
A IS AT, AR 14 A3, HAGCAT AT/ A, FJIA YA SITAY
3R Bty AR | ofztal 7@ AP Ffamien @F A Aadfta® AW fiew, AT
TS, (4B ots Ay ofaste 8o sfag f1iq, QR IFYUT WA ¥4 3,
g A a7 Az (% 3 6, (R 9, (] B FT wtangst fael
siqdftarBe Araed 43R IS A T EEE 3 AR @ I 3%l | AzFa] Sl
@3 Fwd e A@BT  @agtel, SielR sartel, ofEiferd  «iw
SIFe Wy SMACS I © <FB Breix a3 se (B I H1T SR 23
wfifss 7AW gIFma wgEl Bas sea; WAy FcIAl I AW
St =) SARee wF0 23 @rifiaw s qeq AW FAG (R T
izl 25 @ (AT &S 797 g3 g7 qZea F (o A7 sl
A a2 1| FifF WA crewl z3apre, izt AwaR Iee AifFERRI
aquafite WA R staifids it feaifeeat @ o A=tE wa A9i=
3B AP AT {eAB 23S ariera @ snizm  featesw  wtatd w4
cotmieRa E7, A, OB (1 A wsiawicy A2a3 234 AT A1 4 AR
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9. @ Ot MGG 577, y8e.\ BiW futzdta ez A

&t?, 1, @7, |fFean oy, @AFREg g1, @ fag g3y ok =W @ >
Sob gA ATIX FHe 7 AMRINT—(r@ ARG IV (FHA IRT I

Zdy 39 AT StAr3es 3oy, WAal sTHaE UTFTs T T2 ZANT
Hiizrele | @3 oied 9% fRMSAt € AMA € T3, Sizia Faw SiatM .
Gita ¢339 (4S IS, ©iz'al complain Ifats  Fiw=l| «qF @IfHGH

R 397 eigtal 7aF 9AF Sty ey, steE Agz—arpaa

Ffaca (laughter).

wif catata sAtel (Fata s, FIAAI Citata Sl c5Ata south bank a7

=37 S At sieg Fwa faee 5 1 awieg, wfea e,
AP, TS QR 2% d@ ATV N9 200,009 &A 9 @&l I

F@ | GARA ST ata R aTe, @ AT B Afg—as INAD

TP AR RIS 72 SB 3eAn AR 0o Bt Aty fiag | geo-

AR o139 ARIGA WA AZCFA A G I AR 1S sty TR

a7 efsefs fiafgma— Al <@ T W AT ARG fai w0 x
G2 TR | @TIE @aAtetn 697 @O CAITFI W M @aFh 22FA ©

AR @A st efsfe /4 ROAD 70 Aaa—st) @il It
Afs 27 A1 g Arzia otel 22aM0E 5 I B V0@ HIA A I :
FR fotd 25ro oo 3e79 5361 9 OB A oAIaifeia g S [Aata
whiates caltarasirs] South bank 97 WX o SRFT™ 1 w(Ba aifer Thrg

ATS AEAT A ARAS WHE [ S WA @11 se wak @t

et Tgts @ fATew cgaty oiaat fcae ) ;

AL AT s F @A qia AT el 3RatfRA o e
AR LT Coo) 3 AICHF A4 eo/ ALAFO 513 2ZAY | ARty AT 3
a7 @R (G (A oo A AW I IAA 20+ 77 Jcax 5ta] 2370 |
% A 517 free 234 fen Afedq o\ 513} =17 inrigation @7 charge @fs
REa sle | q12iRSe $6 Sreta R ¥4 MIE ; INMA 7 qfif of 23077
Afss wggy fga, av 39t watg AT *ifeg AR, w99 77 “fi‘-—cmm
sfim @fe R(ts AT TS 398 T WA IR | (hear, hear) iy wypon
JfF e At @ T fONF AT FO NG QR tg) 83w opatar
AOFC B Bita @i 79raR 73 FW feq | TOIRDT 9% ey wtgg oty
g it stz 22a Faca AfS A% IFA—QF1 TN 73 3farq awy s
FFq 1 [Afre @@agl sied A AR S13NT I S wheg fimy ud
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weafad 229 ¢4y A€ A4 sfarstg | @3 @ R{wE faoq g AT
i aw 7% 5T Afan Rejel @fs e w3p sl ofer Ay iy
#efah | steadl B.A, MLA., A1 313 o 97T, ¢ A7 51278 =tz
w03 ffFRian 3rdies, oA Avks e fac oy Biwrg siafas At a3
Steizad ¥4 33 faeatd 9 208 AT YT WBIS 93 A qE W AT wHofF
a8 3% FERAATE | R B3 W AeB M@ e 9uA 197 2Fatz
TR AUCI @32 (LT A %, Aifs, a9l JiAcarg q1aqt e eizt 3
QTIYCEHT & 5 AT (T8 IRY IFA |l 2267, QTIF @ fAawa swaan
faal atm watziea wfes Qg o8 230 3 3% 12 s ara o Adem
wateia Atfzal agy Fefra WA A Ffa@? @wSA FHIT R WeAw
FUIL QAFATIZ FAA! &3 | A FEFA WAF Ay w1G @ way Foq
A% ; @I U OICTA 7T Wi, BI2AMAT 8o CFIN IS 91—[7a1 13 A
Afataty 3facq fo wfaal otziR /631 3facer | waa fom RIEE L e (0t ]

5UAS FFA | CArEfHd gAArsra fAdm FRAS WK 4eq wshs 73T

firtce 43 739 230> 4% F[AT BF B2 +FA | @37 5] AfS 8 3w
49 U ; T or2fal @ {917 ve/ 37 T4 A3 Az 3151 3377 eiz1at

B4y “ifzara Ataral faes Arfaee | @3 Facsal f7at a5 ofaa) ags—

St 8771 S173 FA FFACS AN 3 (T SZ{A FMCa @ A9 73, Yrgtanmg
RIA w12l 73 96, A, 47, 327, AR AT sfaml 13 —pfRewea fra 31g 15
aff¥al as fw ? HA%s fag Itg sqmaal | =y 373 2Mean 9, s-rrw
afi am? wxrata7 ame 3w, 49 wes fPrarg 1 fa rE ifzey
IR UM T A (1R AN A @R RAAS awI AR | B3
A FAAA YA (50 37 @fs ey 51, o 5131 @am TRATE WG 5\ |
43 ARG, AIqA faraers fafsa fewn sem @i cotar oG fog Furva
TR (AF FEIIS A4 vy s AT B ; sty Tog FAER
M AFR oI fAAe prece IR
R If guT 4 T 912l 23 @3 wife TS

T IRAL. &9 wanm o%q | mw e stims wfzure 3w sfaea et
Attt fice ot avw sieife =g 1 caeea (@b frrse ozl @gs

SItg A 3 eleata v GF BIF T o, B3 frree wevia @) fog
Fife fon sl gdashen s 1 fo wsy fa b &Ets gEta S

F1 RO 59 qrres w3 AT —Ff1 fRsjen LTI 9, 30,3000, BT
A FOINT @SR 5im ©,53,%0 04 313
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Tae DEPUTY SPEAKER : (From the chair)—Only 4 minutes
more. J

MauLaNA ABDUL HAMID KHAN: &% at%3 843 5131 F4619107
@ITAT BLa qiess | Wi challenge fifs—awga foul® forada e ava+
o33 fiffal @3B farm 353 @R 32 &4 (3373 §8F @S| farm 35,
compare 7| E8F (T (34 T4 FHCS AMeA (laughter) | Fare3l 49 2303
& 2307 AT Sfa A IMA 1T AT G SR W Favg—stawa
ANA AfF AR | oS do IVAT LR AT FIF @ fa3] &fam 15 Fhes
AAT—a37 74 151 gz A3 Fifes At a1 oziwa «fe aiE, fratata
Bal 3fA0eCE 1R TRACHFT T | A WA 37 Tl FT fetbas
e sfarg o1

cifatadticts fofsedta o9 atzl I3 27 TRaNg Sfzte Tay F3
eratas|  fHiEeats g7 ol 8 A2 I 436 291 AW ffveats a7
17 CAAIEA 8 A1 T2 496 FAMF VAT TW, SRYT WA TE@ 23F w2 A
834 cal 2203, A A Az 31 22@ P @F z@ ol R s
AT s @ @ feAiArd SR ga f4f7s (F stafx = et
a3ta |33 ﬁtm, (qty 23 997 stefal Gr3fAa =l ¥ f?-ﬁr»stz e |
@t M3 weratal srejoa afs g s |

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK :* Sir, my speech is not meant for the
dilatation of this House but only to give information of some important and
vital affairs that are now happening in my district which area I and my
colleague Mr. Benjamin Ch. Momin represent. Sir, I therefore, pray to the
House to kindly listen and be patient to my bad English word}ngs and phrases
1 am to use in this speech and excuse mc for the same. Sir, as some hon.
members of this House have already said that the New Constitution is the
dawn of the era of Government of the people for the people and by the
people and for this weowe an everlasting debt of gratitude to the noble
British people. ' .

The Deputy Commissioner tried his level best to stand in the wa
of the impending invasion of the Reforms into the Garo Hills district
and I am glad he failed in his attempt. He said that the only two represen-
tatives of the Garo Hills will be only a small voice in a vast wilderness.
He should have remembered the true fact that the whole mankind is similarly
situated. Progress throughout the world is through a few individuals who
are the leaven which leavens the whole lump.

Now, I see, Sir, the benefits to the Garos will be many in this New
Governmt_ant: (1) The stamp of inferiority will be gradually removed.
(2) Assoc:gnon with the people in the plains and in the governance of the
coun_tr-y, Wlll be an education and a voice, which, among other things, in the
. administration of our district, will be of inestimable value.

#Speech not corrected by the hon, member.
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. On the 10th March 1935 the Garo public approached the Dep
_ missioner to ventilate their grievances on this subject. He replied :—
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_ Here, Sir, now I find that onc must plunge into the water if he is to
léarn swimming, a mere lecture on swimming on river-side will serve no
useful purpose. 2 . X r \
* ~ Sir, I do not possess the ability to go into the budget in detail. And I
have a confidence in full in the hon. members of this cabinet. And I think
and believe they have done their level best, in every respect, while preparing
the budget. £ ; 3

Money alone cannot accomplish the stupendous task of nationbuilding.
Good roads, schools and col_lcges cannot give peace and happinness to
the masses, the general public, the peasantry and the industrial labourer
where good administration and justice are neglected. ,
! And the constitution of the new Government is, Sir, to achieve good
Government, to bestow justice, peace and happiness upon the masses. As
rega ds the financial matter, itis to do -maximum good: to the masses with
the minimurm cost of money. The first and the foren_lost consideration is the
financial position of the massess and not that of the high officials, Ministers,
etc. But, Sir, as I said, morncy alone will serve no useful purpose in - the
absence of good administration and justice and we need good and wise men
to hold the reins of the Government to bring these about. : ;

I therefore, Sir, begin with ¢Administration”. Sir, here at the very
outset I am very sorry to say that the administration of the' Garo Hillsis
very very bad indeed. = izt
3 Sir, in the interior it 1s Wworse, wl}crc Justice is neglected. The
interior ~is still unexploited and uncultivated for better Government
and the “pecople are suffering most from bad administration. For one
per son’s ‘offence many innocent onecs, who are not in any way: liable
for the crime or crimes, suffer severe punishment and that to the
extreme ifi‘many cases. Now, Sir, I could have cited many cases but time
will not permit me. But I put this question before you. Is it just that the
innocent clansmen should be held liable for the theft and other crimes
-committed by a convicted member of the clan over whom they have pno
control, and that all their property, including even - small house-hold
utensils should be seized regardless of their poor conditions, in lieu of fine or

fines which the accused is unable to pay.

Orders from the Court imposing such punishments upon innocent
clansmen fall like bomb-shells. Many houses and villages of innocent and

- happy-go-lucky simple_familics are thunderstruck and dismayed by such

wrongful punishment. Sir, the Garos are naturally  happy and law-abid;j ng
people, but by this ill-treatment they are becoming  wicked and shrewd,
Sir, I beg to refer to my question No. 148, unstarred, which runs thus :—

¢« Will Government be pleased to state whether there is any law -for-
bidding complaints in written form, to be submitted in Court, in an
< Partially Excluded Areas’ under the Reforms ? The answer was “«Ng
But it is sure that this law is existing in the Garo Hills. Complaints in
written form are disallowed, and only one Garo petition writer is allg 1:11
for the whole District, which is very disadvantageous in many !‘ﬂsp::(t:s

uty Com-
< According to the Administration Rules of the Garo Hills complaints

" are to be oral . And again, Sir, on the 26th June 1937, ver
moved him for only one more Garo petition writer, but he rel?ﬂiszfidy’ we

¢ No complaints have been made to me against the one petition writer

being disadvantageous at least to any litigant in cases .
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Sir, the Garos are most illiterate and defenceless in legal matters. The
Garo masses say what is this new Government ? They are asking me asa
representative and I am responsible to them, to the people of my constituency
whom I represent—they are asking me what is this new Government not
giving us even one more Garo petition writer !

Mauravt MUNAWWAR ALI: On a point of information, Sir, May
we know who is the Deputy Commissioner in the Garo Hills ?

Mgr. JOBANG D. MARAK : Mr. W.Shaw. Sir, the hon. members
of this House will please consider whether it is disadvantageous or not—
firstly with only one solitary petition writer for the whole District and
secondly to appear before Gourt unprepared and to ‘submit orally the point
or points of . complaints without knowing beforechand the charges or
allegations made against the accused. I say this, Sir, because copies are dis-
allowed pending final disposal of the case, in some cases. In the Garo Hills
it is rather difficult to know which is the lower court and which one is the
appellate court. Sir, here at this point I beg to refer to my question Nos.234
and 235, unstarred. I asked, Sir, whether a district court can have both an
original and appellate jurisdiction. The reply was “Yes”, but this would be
““No”’ either on hoth original and appellate side, and if so, I asked, can the
same court set aside its own previous orders. The reply was “No”’. But I
say “Yes” here. I will give an instance, Sir. In Miscellaneous Gase No.253
of 1936, one Rangwal Laskar reported that one Sengram Sangma abused
Khimram Nokma, and he (Laskar) imposed a fine of Rs.5 on the accused
Sengram and submitted his report to Government on the result of his bichar.

;It;hereupon the Deputy Commissioner passed his own independent orders
us.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : The hon. m2mber’s time is up.
Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK : Sir, as I represent a back\;mrd constitus
ency may I not have the privilege of haviag five minutes more:
‘Mr. DEPUI'Y SPEAKER : - How can I do that ?

Mz. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Oa a point of order, Sir.
May we hear the story till the end.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAXER: He is dealing with very important
matters, the like of which we cannot find in the Province.  He can be
given 5 minutes more.

Mr. JOTANG D. MARAK: The Deputy Commissioner passed
judgment as fo lows —

“ Laskar reports. Laskar must enforce dai of Rs. 10 on Sengram to
Khimrang, in a‘ldition to Rs. 5 fine to Government, asI cannot have
villagers abusing nokmas for nothing as reported by Laskar. Both present
and informed. Laskar to enforce by 23rd January 1937.”

Accused Sengram then appealed to the Extra Assistant C{ommnss:oner
against the order of the Depul:t))[: Commissioner. The Extra A551stant7 Gomd-
missioner admitted the appeal, heard it on 24th February 1937, eér_z
quashed the Deputy Commissioner’s order, and upheld the appea]. 1T,
in this case the Deputy Commissioner’s court is. the Lower Court and the
Extra Assistant Commissioner’s Court is the appellate Court. Another
point, Sir, in the Garo Hills, is that thc'Lowerl Courts can set aside- {he
orders passed by the Appellate Court. Here in this case, Sir, both parties
were present before the Deputy Commissioner on the day, viz., 16th January

L}
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1937. But the Deputy Commissioner did not examine them for the verifi-
cation of the Laskar’s report. Hence this.unnecessary troubles, harassments
and cost tock place. : _ .

Again, Sir; in the Garo Hills, the Extra Assistant Commissioner carn
quash the Commissionrer’s order.  Sir, this was about a civil suit—a money
suit for Rs. 2,103-12-0. Now thie original principal amount was Rs. 400
and the decretal sum Rs. 990. The balance was Rs. 712-10-6. - The Deputy
Commissioner ordered to put up the whole akking for sale to the satisfaction
of the plaintiff, regardless of any bond or mortgage made. The defendant
appealed to the Commissioner against the order of the ]_)cpul‘y Commissioner
objecting to the sale of the whole akhing.. The Commissioner passed orders as-
follows :— : s

“ The appellants object to-an order of the Deputy Commissionet of the
Garo Hills ordering the sale of an akhing in satisfaction of a debt..

In the bond only a portion of the akhing was ]_)lcdgcd. ‘Thc whole of the:
akhing should not have been put up for sale in exccution of the decree.,
The sale is set aside, and if the' decree-holder applies for execution an attempt:
should be made to satisfy the decree by selling the portion mortgagéd in the
bond.” The Extra Assistant Commissioner on 29th April 1937 passed”
orders thus, “D. H. Mingjan present. J. D. Inding absent. Mauzadar
reports only one bid of Rs. 100 for the pledged portion. The whole akhing
will accordingly be now put up for sale. Inform Mauzadar to effect it and
report bids on 30th May 1937. D. H. informed. ” Again the Extra
Assistant  Commissioner passed orders thus on the 3lst May 1937.
“D. H. present. J. D. absent. Mauzadar reports that the time allowed'
was inadequate. Refix 2nd July 1937, and inform Mauzadar. D. H.
files a " petition to be allowed to bid for the akking: This is allowed.”
Whereuporr on the 2nd July the Extra Assistant Commxssmncr passed an
order thus:—“ D. H. present with J. D. D. H. admits that the pledged:
portion was shown him, the boundaries being pointed out by the mauzadar.,
He is informed that he can either take possession of this portion or it will be-
sold for him by the Ceurt. Fhe rest of the akhing cannot be' proceeded
against. D. H. declines possession and desires sale.

The: mauzadar put up the pledged portion on 29th April 1937 and:
reported a bid: of Rs. 200. He will again putitup for sale after wide
publication and will send any bidders with report on 2nd August 1937,
Here, Sir, the Extra Assistant Commissioner set aside his own order of 19th
March 1937, 29th April 1937 and 31st May 1937. Andin reply to my
Question No. 235, unstarred, the answer was ¢ No .

- Sir, just one more instance. Criminal Case No. 5/1937-Theft case,
Minga—Badi versus Songnok—2Bibadi.. In this case, Sir, two persons.were zc-.
cused—husband and wife, and they were convicted thus:—The hushand was.
sentenced to rigorous imprisonment and the wife to a fine of Rs. 100, The
Deputy Commissioner with the J. P. No. 950, dated the 31st March 1937
ordered the Lashkar to realise fine of Rs,100 from Songnok, who had ng thing
to pay—(Rule 17).  The Lashkar tried to vealise from the clansmen who-
refused to pay the fine.  He then submitted a list of the clansmen suggestin
that they may be made liable for the fine of Rs.100° On this Lashkar’s re oﬁ;'
the Extra Assistant Commissioner passed the order thus:— Dated the }S)Oth‘
April 1937, Lashkar will realise forcibly rennrti o
£ i € .lorcibly reporting by 31st May 1937 .
1hcm3u%?7n. 'l[?hc ansmen appealec_l to the Deputy Commissioner on 10th
May 9d' - d e appeal was admitted by the Extra Assistant Commissioner
who ordered the Lashkar to produce the accused Songnok and the
appellants on  15th June 1937, pe Lashkar in the meantime
submitted another report saying that the accused Songnok had
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committed subsequent offence by stealing eggs from: Raising and
Simrang and that he used- force to - realise Rs. 100 from the clansmen
but failed. Thereupon the Extra Assistant Commissioner passed an order to
produce the .accused Songnok-under arrest and to undergo the sentence in
default. ‘Meanwhile Lashkar must realise ; fix 1st July 1937.” Here, Sir,
the learned Court. did not . consider the: subsequent offence committed - by
the accused Songnok while the proceedings were going on against her. Up
- to. this point the Lower - Court was: both the Lower Court and also the
Appellate Court. - Then the Deputy Commissioner took up  the case on 1st

- July 1937 and passed orders— I have read the records. and am convinced

- depressed classes as regards the distributio
. graph 8 of the Poona Pact runs as follows :—*¢ §

-policy of

.1 see there is special provision for education
« have already . attained their political emancipati

that the husband was the culprit and not .the- woman who merely acted
under his influence and so I exercise my power under Rule 22 of the Admi-
nistration Rules ‘and set * aside the order: of the Lower - Court against
Songnok Michik . The Deputy Commissioner neglected altogether the
subsequent offence committed by the accused while the proceedings were
going on against her as -reported by the Lashkar. -And the Deputy  Com-

. missioner said * I have read.records etc.’’  Did he really read the records

well or did he pass his order acquitting the accused Songnok summarily ?
Sir, can a thief be encouraged in this way 2 . The accused Songnok must
have been habitually stealing as the Lashkar; reported on 28th May 1937.
She stole eggs from her clansmen, Raising and Simrang, and absconded
and is not yet traceable. Loy 1

Sir, is Government to tolerate this sort of bafd administration. ? . Is this
the way in which the Administrative and Exqcutwe Officers of an important
district like the Garo Hills are to represent in -person or persons His Maj-
esty the King and Emperor; of India and to act for him ?

Basu AKSHOY KUMAR DAS: Sir, my other hon. friends have

- already spoken much about the facts and figures of the budget and charac-
I terised it in so many words as the ¢ old master’s voice ”, In fact the budget

discloses a bankruptcy of ideas and schemes. Sir, T would like to say a few
words about the attitude of the Hon’ble Minister for Education towards the
depressed .. classes, and the tribal people, _though the Hon’ble Minister
for Education’s estimate is the highest ever scen in the Education Depart-
ment.. With a view to have representative Legislaturesin the Provinces His
Gracious . Majesty the King-Emperor sent the Communal Award. Then

.:comes the memorable Poona Pact aiming at the special consideration for

educational and political uplift of the depressed. classes, | To give effect to
paragraphs 8 and 9 of the s id Poona Pact His Excellency the. Governor of
Assam summoned the Depressed Class Conference. at Shillong in the year
1934, with the then Hon’ble Minister for Education as . President. Sir, the
Hon’ble Tinance Minister, also played an important part in convening the
Conference, but he cared much more. to present a surplus budget than to
. make some | provision out .- of the . surplus. for the scheduled castes. The
procs:cdmg%-..of the Conference. were sent to. Government., Sir. the
Hon’ble Minister for Education :has totally disregarded the, claims o’f the

n of educational estimates, ~Para-
n every; province, out ;of the
be earmarked for providing
depressed. classes .  Sir, the
deration | for the  established
passed at that (Conference.
for some communities -who

% ! on . and practically rule the
Province. Sir, the depressed classes and the tribal peoplcp are pef{laps the

last horn infants looking for paternal car¢ of the British Government in

Educational Grant an adequate sum should
educational - facilities  for the members of the
Hon’ble Minister has neither taken . any, consi

the  Government, nor the resolutions
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India. Is there any provision in the budget for the growth and nourishment
of these newborn infant communities ? Sir, strictly speaking these depressed
classes and the tribal people are steeped in ignorance and are entire strangers
to any education whatsoever, not to speak of English which is a precious boon
and one of the choicest gifts granted to the whole of India over more than
a century and:a half.  Sir, our: needs and demands are numerous and dis-
advantages and disabilities manifold. These communities had been suffer~
ing for centuries together ; = they have been trying their level best to raise
themselves up in education, politics and societies, but where is the means ?
They are poverty striken-people rand entirely ‘at the mercy of the high
classes. Morcoverin-the permanently-settled districts their condition is more
helpless owing to the presence of the zamindar classes who never ' eneourage
any relaxation in treatment of -the lower order of the society; - They are not
given any facility to read and write lest their éxalted position should be affect-
ed to some extent.. For :the reasons given above the support of the state is
indispensible. « Thus the Government of different provinces took the intiative
of their own accord-and came forward as a saviour of the multimillion
dumb. masses and held Conferences to give effect to  the Communal Award
and the Poona Pact. Sir, if -education is not spread indiscriminately
amongst- these:dumb masses of the depressed classes, .the pious wish of
Government is surely to be frustrated. Therefore it is necessary to. provide
special grants for éducation in the budget and - ask. he  Local Bodies to
start primary-schools in populous scheduled caste areas and to recruit, tea-
chers from amongst them. - There should also be adequatf; _provision for
female education; - To secure:this there ought to be a provision for free-
studentships and scholarships, bath technical and academic, for the depressed
classes. -

Sir, having learnt thé benevolent attitude of the Government the de-
presséd class. people started many primary schools, but the Liocal . Bodies as
yet have not given any consideration to giving aid to these venture schools.
Further, Sir; I would.like to state before this House about a middle English
School at Paharpur in the subdivision of Habiganj, which is the.only de-
pressed class institution in the whole of the Surma Valley ; but as yet no aid
whatsoever has; been :given either by Government or by the Local Board.
Again, Sir, in; every- town, hostels ought to be started at the  expense of the
Government forthe accommodation of ' the scheduled caste students. At
S.yihﬂ there is a. Harijan Mess but it is not running well due to want of funds.
Siry I appeal to the Hon’ble Ministers for Education and Finance who have
presented.a surplus budget; to -extend their liberal hands to promote the
cause oI: education; amongst the depressed classes out of the money . shown as
surplsu_s in 't}llle }k;udgct_‘._,, 5 o : : .

srrrywithithese few. words I beg leave to resume my seat.
Miniﬁg.rﬁiﬁ?ﬁ%ﬁ? BRAHMIN: Sir. I congramlate the Hen'ble
i s Ao -sa{redmagt.s]urplu's'ﬁ' budget... We were . expecting a deficit
AT St g };:ast ;1}1_ this-year. Sir, I do not want to deal
toneh 5 only! th;)'se«- oinfézvh?% riends hayc amply discussed. I want  to

Sir I afri5surpri§cd o c11<: l?m not d1scussc.d by thems QRIS T
s et i ofind that our responsible Government have not
Sfé P 0.the affairs of the. Commercial CUarrying Companye.
n::r éc The fr:ic l;.tlt Clﬁeclcs the free de_velopment of our trade and com-

45 Sav IHEIBAt chargey <are.. arbitrary and despotic. Our Shillong
potatoes canmlnt compete with Burmese potatoes in the Qalcutta ; market due
e .thls ?nlﬁf’u?‘ 3ﬁ'elght. Sir, Galcutta from Gauhati is 475 miles off and the
freight is Rs.1-3 per maund and steamer freight as 0-13-0 annas if Iam cor-
rect. But this freight from Shillong to Gauhati is 0-12-0 annas for 64 miles
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only and it can be raised up to Re.1-8. I suggest that our Go'\{crnmlclplé
should take such steps as to fix the reasonable freight after due enquiry so the

: a OSper. + : it _
trddecrgr':gnr;rtc} our present budget, I find that nothuzg" has : b.ecn .donc for‘
the development of trade and commerce. Our Hon’ble Minister in _chm}gc
of commerce has not thought it ad\jlsable to include these ltemis in the
budget. I think he must have considered it as an untouchable item but I
hope our Hon’ble Minister will provide for its mmprovement in the next
bUngcitx:, under the head Industries T find tha't' the major por_ticm of expendi-
ture goes in the form of huge pay to the officers and nothing practical hqg
been done for development of the department. The post of Marketing Office
was created some years ago but we do not know what better markets for our
products he has since then found out. Hc' simply gets his ﬁgure from the‘local
merchants and thus catries on his portfolio.  He cannot supply us any infor=
mation required which he always says is confidential. I cannot see how the
reports are confidential and I suppose thCSf_: statistics are made for the
benefit of the people.  Sir, I suggest that this officer should be removed and
an advisory board should be app-omtqd instead: 7 Bt

Sir, T cannot but thank the immigrants who by dint of their labour
have produced in Assam all sorts of daily necglcd spices. Before their com-
ing we had to depend for spices on other provinces. But I am sorry to sa
that no steps have been taken by our Government to mmprove  the Guality
of the spices produced in Assam. It would have been better, if along with
the dawn of the new era in our constitutional history our Hon’ble
Agricultural Minister takes the mitm_twe in this department and allows
large scale production on a co‘mmcrcml basis. B e

Sir, as regards jute the Government h?s practically taken no
its improvement,  In the budget, our Hon’ble Mlmstef has all
thing  for improved cultivation o_fJute except that which 'has b
by the Indian Central Jute Comrmttee.. Jute is a source of incom
ernment and steps should be taken for its devc]opmcnt.‘

So though there is a great demand for fine Assam rice fio
vinces our Agricultural department has ‘Eakcp no steps for
The old by gone method of rice cultivation is still going on' at the present
time. The old coarse rice is grown in abundance and the same labour  and
the same capital are required for growing ‘bordhan’ and ‘Lahidhan’ but the
Jatter will give better price to the growers but our Government has done
nothing for its cultivation. Sir, the high salariec_l officers feel ghame and
consider it below their dignity to approach the cultivators to explain to them
the new methods and new requirements of the public,

Sir, all sorts of fruits can be produced in Assam and it
tive concern. But the Government has done nothing and is doing nothing
for its culture and nothing absolutely has been provided for {its improvemen t
in the budget to take preliminary  steps. Similarly honey can' be produced
on a commercial scale but our Governme

! nt does not care for this trade and
nothing has been done for the rmprovement of the cottage industries,

We want to introduce stiffer laws  for money lending but we do not
provide for adequate co-operative credit societies.” Before making such laws

we should establish such societies in every village to lend money on easy
terms and at low interest, Otherwise these [e

gislations will rather do more
harm than any good to the debtors,

As regards excise, I want to say that instead of paying to the foreign
concern at Ca]icu.tta for country spiritwe can allow local private concerns to
establish a distillery here in Assam and that will give impetus to

steps for
otted ' no-
een given
e to Gov-

m  other pro-
its  cultivation.

is a very lucra-
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various side industries too and it will bring more révenue to the Govern-
ment if revenue is the only consideration of the Government. Otherwise
this department should be totally closed. As regards smuggling in opium I
suggest that responsible Criminal Investigation Department Officers should be
appointed to watch the shops.

Some of my hon. friends have dealt with public health in detail. But
they could not touch on some vital points in this connection. The good
health of the public genera ly depends on what they eat. Here we find that
in spite of our Pure Foed Act many eatables are sold in adulterated form in
the market. The price of wheat here is Rs.6 per maund and the wheat atta
imported from outside is below that price. It cannot but be adulterated.
Similarly mustard oil coming {rom outside Assam is cheaper than oil ‘manu-
factured in Assam oil mills. 1 suggest that a Vigilance Board consisting of
four men to be established in every town and village to sce that no adultera-
ted articles are sold. A sort of ghee called Vegetable Product has found its
place in Assam and it is injurious  to human system and steps should be
taken against the import of that. Many cheap adulterated medicines have
also found a place in our markets and Government should see that these
do not spread.

Now, Sir, coming to my own Marwari community in general to which
I belong, I say, Sir, that we have settled in Assam some 60 years ago and
since then we are living here. We have made Assam our home. We have
not pressed the Government for any service nor for any special favours
though all of us are not rich men as most of my hon. friends may _think.
There are some capitalists amongst us as there ar¢ 1n other communities too.
We must have some source by which we too can live. I am very somy to
say we are not allowed the simple right of citizenship. In many cases we
cannot get Government contracts simply because We could not press the
Government and we did not take any interést 1n the day politics. Sir,
domicile certificates are not granted to us. I know that the late Govern-
ment issued circulars to the Deputy Commissioners not to allow domiciled
certificates to the Marwaries. I do not understand  why the .N_Iarwanes
should have been treated in this way. I thank the Hon’ble Mlnlstry for
assuring me that these circulars will be withdrawn now. I can inform the
Hon’ble House that many of us settled in Assam morg‘_tha:n 90 years ago and
since themwediavemotseen theifAcetof Rajputana sgisily i dl}sltncts of
Assam we are not allowed to purchase lands and I do not knzw wlty Stuch
restrictions are imposed onius.  If this is ‘due to prOtt‘Cfl}l;g ‘ll'ew:c;l tlga ors,
in that case no other persons than: the ‘cultivators should be = i PR
chase tlie same and the restrictionsshould be imposed on 2 MWI g T
distinction whatsoever. The allegations made against ﬂ::) tal?;“;;l ;:’m'
munity in particular is- not jtcxlsiiﬁcd. 1 do SI::gtt- want D A
va i House and I resunic my . : 4

luaﬁlaf. ?i{?f(tjlﬁAI\?DA .. Sir, what has greatly lmP“’?“dh oy ?2‘““.5
these' discussions which: have been initiated on the budgﬁt_ 1s the epidemic
iz ; budeet undeér the auspices of provincial
of condemnation of the very first - budg
aut in this provi The reason is not far to seek. An alert, well-
GEBI Y thSPIoY 550 ‘e thi t have of course missed
ducated and intelligent House like this could no :
et S5 S ! icking to it in'such' a glaring manner. As
the hall-mark of the last regime sticking to it 1 it Ty ie Oote e
they' say; Sir; ‘¢ The:languageis the language 0 salu “b d Voﬁc ’b
voize" of Jacob .. The bubble of the so-called surplus budget f\‘;, ocen/
pricked. “The colossal hoax of a surplus budget which  the present d 11g§try
wanted to impose. upon this' House has been msarcﬂessly exposed. Sir, I
realise that, as a member of the Congress Party, it 1S perhaps not open to me
to take a narrow parochial view of the budget. But I also realise that,
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subject to the general interests of the province as a whole, I must represent
the special interests of my constituency.

Sir, I come from the district of Cachar. The word * district ® sounds a
pretty big word in relation to a province. But if we analyse that expression,
Sir, what do we find ? First of all there is the North Cachar Hills, which
forms an integral part of the district, but which unfortunately, to all intents
and purposes, is a forbidden zone for us. Since it is an excluded area and
has not been placed under the autonomous Ministers, I can therefore assume
that the administration of that area is not national. :Therefore it is British.
To what extent the administration of the North Cachar. Hills conforms to
British standards of administration, of which my British friends present in
this House are justly proud, is for them to say. -Sir; after this forbidden zone
come the castles of our planting lords. The entry into their domain is
dangerous. T call it, therefore, the danger-zone, Sir. Next come the reserves
of the Forest Department, the entrance to which is chtahgied by barbed
wire, - T call it, therefore, the barbarous zone. A curious providence has
placed the Ministry of Erfucation and the Ministry of Forests in the same
hands. I had fondly hoped, Sir, that with books in his hands and the
Hon’ble the Chief Minister by his side, to quote Omar Khayam, ¢ wilderness
will be paradise enow °, But alas! The old order of things remains.
Land is locked up in those forest areas which is not made available to the:
children of the soil. Why so ? Because gréatcr store is set by Government
by _the Plantation of Sals and Nageswars rather than the needs of human
soctety. That is why they have to give up their hearths and homes and go
away far from their native district in search of lands. Imitating the Ancient
Mariner, T might say < there is land and land, on every hand but not an inch
to till ”. After this perfect partition of various interests the residual slice
of earth is real Cachar.” How is Cachar administered and by whom ? In
*h€ past, Sir, my town Silchar used to provoke a lot of jealousy in the neigh=
bouring towns, because it happens to be the capital of the satrapy of the
: ommissioner of the Division. But "alas ! the Commissioner is an absentee
o?-rfh' hi ¢ prefers the cool heights of Shillong to the plains and the nearness

the higher gods of official hierarchy, and the administration of the Com
Imissioner goes on merrily through the post-office and his subordinates !
g it from General Administration T will now go on to Justice. How is
Justice administered in that district of mine ? - Cachar has for years now
been the dumping ground of promoted officers and raw; callow - officers and
Extra Assistant Commissioner’s in their nascent condition are invested - with
the powers of Munsif and dispense according to their own notions what  they
call justice.  Sir, T will only narrate two instances before this House to chow
what the administration of Jjustice in that district is like. - In one case, Sir
where a poor labourer, vulgarly called a coolie, had-the audacity to bring a
case of assault against a planter. The Deputy. Commissioner of the district,
undoubtedly learned in law, adopted a procedure which ‘was so un-British
and grotesque that when the matter went up before Hig Lordship—.I think
it-was Mr. Justice Lort Williams, he . was simply overcome with - surprise.
In another case, Sir, a British Lieutenant gave an exhibition of his bravery.
and courage by making a cowardly brutal assault on a poor village: lad for
no ot}.mer offence than this, that he had the audacity to keep his umbrella
openin the presence of that mighty man, In that case he was permitted
to, be represented by the  Public Prosecutor—the learned Public Prosecu-
tor of Silchar. And we saw the edifying spectacle of the Public Prosecutor

defending a great public cause for the prestige: of the British. arms was at
stake ! : )
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- T now come to the question of labour in the Forest Department. One
of the speakers who preceded me drew. the attention . of this House to the
system of forced labour which still obtains in the Forest villages. We have
always been filled with great admiration for those British men and women
who have worked for the emancipation of slaves and for ending the system
of forced labour in various lands. But it is heart breaking to find that not
onc English heart has melted at the sight of conditions of forced labour in
the forest viliages within the Jewel of this British Empire. : b

Sir, turning to the question of titles, it has been discussed many times
before: this House that the distribution of titles is a form of patronage which
Government resort to in certain circumstances. . Sir, in my little town there
are more than half a dozen titled people ; They are all esteemable persons
and they are available for all sorts of laudable objects, including organisation
of tea parties in honour of officials ! But may I ask who has taken note ‘of
the gracious great lady who gave away all the savings of her life. for the
cause of higher education—who brought a college to the door of backward
Cachar ? Has any one taken note of her ? Perhaps because she is mnot
available for put'poscs Government would consider titled persons to be avail-
able for. Ifshe had named the college after some British officer, perhaps
her case also would have been considered for a Kaiser-i-hind medal ! 'But,
Sir, this is the state of affairs in my home town. e .

Sir, my district has, since the last devastating floods of 1929, been in
the grip of acute distress, If it is not the flood, it is the drought from' time
to time, Sir, which has played havoc with the crops of the poor agriculturists.
The Hon’ble Revenue Minister has seen _the signs of returning prosperity,
because there has been a slight rise in thc. EOHBCI;IOI'IS O_f revenue. But [
submit, Sir, that, if the Hon'ble Revenue Minister had ‘witnessed the harsh
methods which were employed by the collecting officers, the way they. flogged
a'clead horse, such an cxpression of opinior_l ‘VPU}’C_[ not h&ye bv_f:(?l’l made by
him. = Sir, T do not suppose that the Bargis of Bengal created greater
Panic in the districts of Bengal than the panic w}}lch has been cre.atcc!,m my
district by the loan-collecting and revenue-collecting officers. It is difficult,
Sir, to speak on this subject with restraint. I thC!‘ﬁﬁ?rc turn from “this sub-
Ject with an indignation which tortures me into briefness. R

Sir, I have not dabbled in figures. 1 just wanted to present a true
picture ‘of the administration of the district of Gachar, which cannot be very
different from the administration of the other districts of the province, ' Sir,
I do not propose to impose a greater call upon the attention of the House.

From what we have sampled of this Gonstitution in this_ brief period
of time, our resolve eithet to mend it or to énd it has only been strengthened.
That is also our pledge. Oui tactics may change, our strategy may change,

but our aim, never. “Much has been talked in this House about the dawn of
a NeW era in this country. '1o‘my mind, it is a new error and a very sad
and bad one and the sooner it is mended or ended, the better for all
concerned.. . .

. BABUBIPIN BEHARI DAS: I beg tosay, Sir,a few words in ronnec-
tion with  the Budget ‘for 1937-38. Itisan admitted fact’ that Primary
Educat}or‘l\ is the ctying need of the Province and the expansion of Prima
Education will go 3 great way to help the mass to attain the desired 'object
of the Indian People. The expansion and need of primary education are
also desired by the Hon’ble Chief Minister as well as the Hon’ble Education
Minister. But to'ouy ﬁtter"disappaintm'ﬂm. and misfortune a very insufficient
provision of Rs.50,000 1,44 been allotted for the purpose which seems to be
only a drop of water in the yast ocean. There are many primary schools
which” are struggling” for ‘many years past and many are in contemplation.
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Unless and until a reasonable sum be set apart for the primary education of
the masses who are steeped in deep ignorance upon whom depends the future
of India and who are the back-bone of the nation, the efforts of the nation-
building activities will stand no where.

In this connection, Sir, I beg to draw the special attention of the
Hon’ble House to the fact that our Hon’ble Education Minister felt for the
Scheduled castes and expressed his good wish that they should be assisted
to approach the general level of educational advance in order _to participate
in the uniform progress of the country. y I wish to add that itis also agreed
in the Poona Pact that * in every province, out of an c;ducational grant, an
adequate sum shall be earmarked for providing educational facilities to the-
members of the Depressed Classes . : :

But to our great misfortune the budgetted amount is not only. quite

-Inadequate but the spirit of the Poona Pact has been totally ignored also. ,

The only Middle School in the Habl_gan_; subdivision at Ajmiriganj
thana at Paharpur did not draw the attention of the Government though it
was struggling for the last 15 years managed by the Depressed cJasses alone..

There was a Mission Hostel at Sylhet where scheduled caste students
could reside but this year the Mission authority demanded in:er-dining which
compelled the students to live outside. Will Government look to them
and make immediate provision for a hostel for them at Sylhet ?

Sir, I am glad. to find that Government has been pleased to make
grants to the private colleges at Jorhat and at Silchar but it is a matter of
great regret that no grant has been proposed for the college at Habiganj
although it has been in existence for the last 5 years and turning out a large:
number of students every year. This year 50 students have passed of whom
12 have been placed in the first division. The authorities are also contem-
plating to add Degree classes but their difficulties are purely financial..
There is no justification for helping two private colleges with Government
grants while the third has been left without aid. I hope the Hon’ble Finance
Minister will find some money to help the Habiganj College even from the:
present budget.

Next I like to say, Sir, something about water-supply. No one can
deny the fact that water-supply in rural areas is of utmost necessity. But for-
water we can not live. Water is life. The money budgetted. for this pur--
pose will hardly meet the demand of the people. Is Gevernment aware
that in dry season many people die of cholera for want of pure drinking,
water ? Isit not the duty of Government to allot more money for the
safety of the people by excavation of tank and sinking of tube wells and not
ring wells which have been found to be unsuccessful. So ‘horrible was the
condition that the people had to bring water from three miles off and cattle-
died for want of water in some parts of the Habiganj Subdivision.

It is strange indeed how it escaped the attention of the Government to-
allot money for the opening of the Sylhet Medical School which could turn.
out many qualified doctors who could save many lives and at the same
time maintain themselves.

Now, Sir, T draw the attention of the Hon’ble House to clause 8 of  the:
Poona Pact that “Every endeavour shall be made to secure fajr representa-
tion of the Depressed Classes in regard to any election to local bodies or
‘appointment to Public Services subject to such educational qualifications as.
may be laid down for appointment to Public Services’,

I think this principle has not been given effect to in the matter of no--
mination of the unrepresented communities after the Jast Municipal election
of the Sylhet Municipality in support of which the Hon’ble Minister of
Local Self-Government spoke so much the other day in this Hon’ble House.
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It is a matter of great regret, Sir, that just on the eve of the introduc-
tion of Provincial Autonomy the Habiganj Municipal Board was superseded
on the ground of financial mismanagement though the financial situation
was rapidly getting better as it was evident from the audit report made just
after supersession that the assets were a little more than the liabilities.

Under the circumstancesam 1 to understand, Sir, that the Board was
superseded with a view to overtax the ratepayers by the introduction of
holding tax at 14 per cent. in the teeth of vehement opposition from all
quarters ? Local enquiry is being made by the Deputy Commissioner,
Sylhet, about the objections from the rate-payers on the basis of recommen-
dations by the officer-in-charge of the Municipal Board. So faras my in-
formation goes I can say that the rate-payers are not satisfied. Further in
the village section the assessment has been made in the same standard al-
though people of that section enjoy very little advantage. Even the ordina-
ry lamps are denied to them. ;

It is true that the Government stand for the people, and it is the moral
d_uty of the quernment to give relief to the agriculturists by granting remis-
sion of the agricultural loans who are already groaning under a load of debt.
: The lives of poor villagers will be saved to great extent if the doctors ~
in Ch?.l‘gc pf the Local Board and the Public Health Department dispensaries
are given ms_tructions to attend to the cholera cases before the doctors of
epidemic units make their appearance in the affected areas. :

The Barak river in the Habiganj Subdivision having silted up has dis-
connected the North Habiganj from that of the South. Ithas become a
source of trouble to all people as during the rainy season boats cannot ply
from this side to that. The commercial importance of Habx’ga_“J will suffer
altogether. So the immediate attention of the Governmentis invited to do
the needful.

Last of all Idraw the -attention of the popular  Government if
thcy will consider the question of abolishing the existing Excise Department
which may be rightly called a nation-destructive department following
the lead of Madras Premier. 2 :

I would also like to repeat the words used by Pandit GoE)md Ballav
Pant, Premier of the United Provinces, that «People are masters’ ,‘but in _th{.s
budget no reasonable provision has been made for them though’ money 1s
not wanting in other directions. S0 1 find no reason to welcome the budget
which has totally neglected the interests of the people. With these few words
I resume my seat. : g

Kuan gAfIIB Mauravi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: Sir, this budget has
been criticised from different quarters in Most disparaging terms. I want to
approach the budget from 2 different -angle of vision, I .would
ask the hon. members of this. House:to place themselves in the
position of the Hon’ble Finance Minister. It ‘ is. common knpwlec}ge that
when he was called on to oflice, this budget wh}ch we are discussing was
already in a state of preparation by iheeseretniat sn et e e

: 11 defined and comprehensive scheme to incosporate the same
RIEpAIE anyone he further fact that the funds at his di 1
in the budget and there was the " L e
were also limited. So 11 Cr‘lthlSl]ng the budget we have to remember the
limitations of time and funds under which he hz?.d to work,

I should ask hon. members if such destructl_vc criticisma of the budget
will serve any useful purpose. Will it do any ultimate good to the consti-
tiencies | which.ghey.are represeniing here ? * On the other hand it will be
proper for us, it will be beneficial for us, to attempt at making a constructive
criticism of  the budget. I find that the Ministry in their infroductory
speeches referred to all the burning problems of the day, that have been
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referred to by all the members here. You will find in their speeches that
they have touched on primary education, rural indebtedness, rural recon-
struction, medical relief, rural sanitation and water supply. They have also
allotted small amount, howsoever small it may be, towards the solution of
these problems. It clearly indicates what is in their mind, and what they
intend to do. They are not callous and indifferent to the good of the people.
I therefore, in my speech propose to throw some constructive suggestion for
what they are worth.
I do not mean to suggest for a moment that I consider the budget to be
a prosperous one. I find that in the past,, allotments were made, but the
money could not be spent for want of schemes. 'Elthcr it was ill spent, or
was haphazardly spent. I think it was my fr_lend Maulavi Abdul Matin
Chaudhury who said that such allotments were mfru_ctuous as they did not
advance the cause of the country by an inch. For instance, the unemploy-
ment problem cannot be solved without a definite plan by only providing
some money for an agricultural colony. Then again, rejuvenation of sma_]l
cottage industries cannot be brought about by merely granting a few sti-
pends for industrial training or making inadequate provision for industrial
loans.  What is required is this. Let each of the Hon’ble Ministers take up
one problem each, study it in all its aspects and prepare a five or ten year
plan like that well known road development scheme and carry it through
with a definite programme year after year. Ifthis be done I think they
shall have at the end of their career the satisfaction of taking the people a
few steps at least towards the goal. For instance, take the case of compul-
sory primary education. It has been admitted on all hands that the com-
pulsory Primary Education Act is inoperative. The Hon’ble Minister for
education tells us that the initiative lies with the Local Boards, and unless
Local Boards take any initiative the Government has nothing to do. 1
would ask the Hon’ble Minister for education to repeal that Act atonce and
to have the provisions replaced by a provision by which the initiative may
lie with the Government. Let him take immediate steps for amending the
provisions. Then we have been told that the cost is prohibitive. It
requires, if I am correct, three crores. What I would suggest to him is to
make a ten-year programme or a twenty-year programme if you like by gra-
dually introducing compulsion all over the Province. Let him do it bit by
bit. In that case we may not be able to stamp out illiteracy within the course
of five years or ten years but we shall certainly be able to do it within the
quarter of a eentury. Or, as Mr, Mullan remarked in the census report at
the present rate of progress it would take another twenty decades or two
hu_ndrcq years to make them literate. Education millennium appears to be
far but it lies with our popular Ministers to make up their minds to bring it
on step nearer.  While on primary education, I would refer to the miserable
1°t_0f teachers in all primary schools. You have all received copies of reso-
i:%nﬁn? of the recent confercnc_e Prcsidcd over by Mr. Laskar, I think it is
1gh time that our popular Ministers should take up the question of the im-
provement of their pay and prospect to increase their efficiency. Well now
g‘;ﬁlfghto l:he buglget itsg]f, I am in entjre agreement wit'h some of the mem-
0 have said that Improvement in revenue collection is not due to a
corresponding betterment of the ecoriomic condition of the people. The bait
that was given to the mauzadars for increased commission to ensure early
collection had a very disastrous effect on the poor raiyots (hear hear). In
Lakhimpur district I am told, collection of revenue had been carried on with
@ very strong hand by a strong Deputy Commissioner, Mr., Gunning, causing
%I;gic;s sufferings to thousands of raiyots who are on the verge of starvation.
&ct 18 too well known to the Hon’ble the Revenue Minister to need any
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mention. So, there is not only a case for continuance of 3 annas reduction
but for a permanent reduction of revenue at least by 33 per cent.
(hear, hear).

Now a question may pertinently be put to us, the advocates of revenue
reduction, as to how the normal administration of the province will be
carried on. My answer will be to effect economy—the economy suggested
by my hon. friend sitting by my side Khan Bahadur Maulavi Keramat
Ali. I think, Sir, if this revenue reduction be made, the hands of the
Government will be forced to bring pressure on the Government of India
to let us have our legitimate share of excise duty on petrol and kerosene
from the Central Government. We can also have our legitimate share
of contribution from the Central Government for the maintenance
of the Assam Rifles. I am told, Sir, that land revenue on the
Assam Oil Company at Digboi is much less than the land revenue obtained
in other parts of the district. If the rate of assessment be brought on a par
with that obtaining in other parts of Dibrugarh subdivision, the contribution
to the provincial exchequer will not be negligible. I request the Hon’ble
Revenue Minister to look into this matter carefully. :

It is said that the collection of fees from fisheries is gradua.lly rising but
I shall be failing in my duty if I do not bring to the notice of the Hon’ble
Minister the inequity of the rule by which lessees have to furnish
cash securities in advance. This operates very harshly against the
lessees. There is a resolution by my hon. friend Srijut Ramnath Das for
giving preference to the fishing class. The above rule, I must say, is a
standing bar to the poor people of the fishing class in getting and retaining
leases for fisheries.

Tue Hon’sLe Srijyjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: On a
point of information Sir. Does the hon. member mean to say that every
lessee furnishes cash security ?

KHAN SAHIB MAULAVIY SAYIDUR RAHMAN: I cannot quote the
rule but my information is that there is a rule by which one or two fisheries
have cash securities payable in advance. ; ) .

Excise revenue is dwindling. The figures given by the Hon’ble Minister
for Excise are, no doubt, very imposing, but do these ﬁg_ures represent the
the true state of things. Itis admitted that smuggling 1s going on, on a
large scale. Has any bold step been taken to tackle this knotty
problem ? Opium leases are still being given to fDl‘ClgnerS: with the result
that smuggling is going on. I do not know whether it W_lll be a news to
the Hon’ble Minister for Excise to hear that some of the opium lessees are the
biggest smugglers (hear, hear). People from Ghazipur, the home of treasury
opium, are holding licenses of several big shops 1 Lakhimpur district and if
an enquiry be made, Government will be able to kno~ whether they are not
making extra illegitimate gain by smuggling. T? prevent short weight sale
of opium, the scheme for introduction of opium in tablet form should have

been introduced by this time. After all, what is the cost involved —a recurr-
ing sum of Rs.60,000 and a non-recurring sum of Rs.20,000. By spending
less than a lakh you can save many lakhs which are going out of your hands
by Surreptitious sale of opium to smugglers and consumers. Is ue of passes
to new addicts should be stopped forthwith if the Hon’ble Minister is going
to redeem the promise of wiping out the opium habit from Assam within a
reasonable period of t; E (;ig i m the Excise staff is a

et oL oor 1ime. orruption a_ _ong
ma d mmon talk. Very bold and decisive step should be taken to
| céwn. this evil with a strong hand. The officers of the Special Branch
1nstea of aiming at authors and organisers of smuggling waste their encrgy
in })ursmng the smal] fries with the consequer e hat carriers arc sometimes
detected but the actual smugglers reman untouched. The Hon'ble
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Minister should direct them to spend their energics after actual smugglers.
In short, hitherto no earnest attempt had been made to carry out the opium
policy in its proper spirit. That is why the millennium is receding back
further and further.

Srjur MAHI CHANDRA BORA': Sir, T must confess at the outset
that I have been greatly confused over the clever manipulation of the
figures presented in the budget. My confusion has also been worst
confounded by the contention on the one side that the budget presented
is a surplus one, and on thc other that it is nothing but a deficit budget.
Nevertheless it is good finance and a good finance is one that shows
deficit as surplus and surplus as deficit. ST

Sir, we are told that the budget of a Government indicates their policy.
Sir, if any one asks me to-day why the Congress has been trying to combat
the constitution which has been thrust upon us even against our will T must
forthwith recommend him to go through the pages of the bulky volumes of
the budget presented by our financial juggler—the Hon’ble _the Finance
Minister of Assam. My hon. friend Maulavi Abdul Matin Chaudhuri
stated the other day that the mountain of Ministry in labour had produced
the proverbial mouse. I may add that the mouse—an emaciated one—has
been brought into existence with a terrific sound to silence the groanings
of the poor.

Sir, I am not oblivious of the fact that we as well as our much vaunted
popular Government have been moving in a very vicious circle. I may
sympathise with the Hon’ble Finance _Ministcr in his difficulty
in stabilising the finance of the province. He could bring no
‘message of hope to the half starved, half-clad masses which make fo'r the
most part the population of this unhappy land which has been rightly
called the Cinderalla of all the Indian provinces. Sir, our position has been
bordering on absolute despair. In spite of _thc_ loud proclamation of the
Government that everything has been changing in this new dispensation of
things the scrutiny of the proposals in the budget will at once convince even
a casual reader that everything is the same very thing. The most obedient
servants of the people are still their masters and masters of our Ministers
too. They still guide the destiny of the people. Their hand is still visible
in the proposals contained in the budget. They with their high emoluments
have made us starve even in the midst of plenty. But shrewd and diplomat ag
the Hon’ble Finance Minister is he will at once detect that our sympathy ig
not genuine, FHe realises in his heart of hearts that little sympathy will be
felt for the Government of a Province that spends two-thirds of its revenye
in' paying salaries and pensions of the officials. He realises that with more
than four-fifths of the revenue of the Province devoted to unremunerative
and unproductive objects there will be hardly any money left for building
up of the economic prosperity of the Province—for its continuous progress
and any substantial appreciable advance.

But the caravan must be pushed on with the zeal of 2 new convert. It

is politics. Sir, the zeal of a convert is however proverbial and the Hon’ble

Sir $aadulla afraid of being original has been zealously following in the steps

-0 his predecessors, with the inevitable result that the homeopathic schemes

he has proposed have only emphasized the gravity of the economic problem
of the Province.

_Sir, the voice of the peasants—the pangs of the poor “have been sought
to be silenced by high sounding technical terms, such as detailed estimates,
capital grants, demands, actuals, so forth and so on. The Government may
be elated with their triumphs of to-day and successes of to-morrow, but time is

~changing and changing fast. If the Government fails to respect the pent-up
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popular feelings of the ' people which found an adequate and eloguent
expression in the polling booths, they are sure to be swept ‘away by the
surging wave of Indian humanity sooner than they have imagined.

Sir, all sorts-of financial operations are being performed without any let
or hindrance on the famished limbs of the poor peasantry and its antequated
ploughs. Their operations have been successful —though their patients, the
peasants, have been dying in numbers in abject - poverty.

Sir, high hopes were entertained in some quarters when the portfolios of
Jand revenue and excise were entrusted with two of our popular Ministers.
People expected that the policies specially as regards the above mentioned
subjects would undergo some change for the better in their hands. They
were loud in their protest against the inequitous and unjust assessment of
land revenue and ruinous excise policies of  the Government when they were
toiling members like ourselves. But alas, they have now become mauling
Ministers to the surprise and astonishment of all concerned.

Yes, we are much interested to notice the fall in the opium revenue but
we are equally concerned to notice the increase in revenues from spirits,
hemp and other drugs. We have been told that the economic condition of
the people is chiefly responsible for the increase both in the revised and the
budget. But the Hon’ble the Minister convenlent].y forgets that the excise
deities under him have been constantly and continuously whispering into
the ears of the people about the virtues of drinking intoxicating drugs and
liquors with a view to save them from eternal perdition. If I am not
mistaken, new licenses have been issued for opening up of excise shops,
lessees have been encouraged to increase the consumption with hope  for
settlement of shops in future. Glimpses of heaven have also been promised
to our brethren, the lowly pleasure-seekers, ’thc ganja  smokers. This
invidious weed—the hemp—slowly destroys man = reasons and ultimately
brings him to a state of living death. It1s one }‘]).f the primary causes of
insanity. The increase in the consumption of "this commodity is sure to
increase the number of inmates of a lunatic asylum. I find the Government
has provided some amount for pure water supply in the mental hospital
at Tezpur. Would it not-be better to spe_nd the amount for construction of
some houses for accommodation of more insane pg‘sons: ? Sir, the evils of
the alcoholic and anti-temperance policy of il e deserve our
emphatic denunciation. We expect that our Hon’ble the Excise Minister—
the erstwhile champion of prohibition fdd tepCrRnGE G yERE T Assam
will exercise his influence and not allow his Government to thrive on the

vices of the people.
Sir, people in the rural area
treatment, without a drep ©

s have been dying without any medical
f medicine. F'I'lllle number of charitable
i pentase & ¥ e is hopelessly outot a proportion to the number
of geople.les wetﬁi\ilg\égaciold tlfat Government have decided to - introduce
a scheme by +hich private qualiﬁ(:d medl.cal practitioners settled in
particular localities selected by Government will receive a monthly subsidy
of Rs. 20 to Rg. 25 per mensem each according to density of population
served and that Gov&:rnment will provide an inifialaroytiay ofabnisedss
in medicine ang appliances for each subsidised doctor. A sum of Rs. 12,000
has been provided for that pUTpOSE: do not know whether to ery or
la,}lgh over this magniﬁcicnﬁ roject. People will dance to death when they
will learn about the amountl?roing to be spent for their medical aid. Sir,
an apology of such medjcal aid likea little knowledge is always dangerous.
May we not expect our Minister to utilise the amount provided for the
scheme 1n recruiting an expert to invent 2 theory of early and speedy
annihilation of the wretched, ailing and dying humanity of the Province ?
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Sir, so far as the public health is concerned, the Hon’ble Minister in
charge of the Department wished he had more money. He says—*if we had
money we would give a good well or wells in every village in Assam®.
What a commendable desire | But sweet words butter no parsnips. If he
is sure in the profession—if his Cabinet is really desirous of helping the
rural population in this matter he can solve the problem in a twinkling of an
eye. He would do well to listen to the advice of Mahatma Gandhi—labour
and not metal is real money.

As regards communications—people do not desire to communicate the
suggestions for fear of receiving serious and often furious consideration of the
Government. It seems, Sir, that in the wvocabulary of the Government
receipt of serious consideration means utter rejection. Many roads formerly
in charge of the Public Works Department have been abandoned and left
to the slender resources of the Local Boards in Assam for their maintenance.
Government forget and forget conveniently that traffic facilities afforded by
the roads abandoned were taken into account at the time of assessment of
land revenue.

Sir, the past professions of the Hon’ble the Revenue Minister as
regards reduction of Land Revenue are hopelessly inconsistent with his
present policy, which is nothing but a conglomeration of all possible con-
tradictions. The Hon’ble the Revenue Minister has stated in his budget
speech that the month of March 1937 constituted a record in revenue
collection and not only made up the previous deficiency but resulted in
an excess of over 4 lakhs over the revised estimates. In the Memorandum
on the Budget Estimates of the Government of A_ssam for the year 1937-
38 under ordinary land revenue we find that the increase in the revised is
based on the progress of actuals and is due almost entirely to the gradual
improvement in economic condition. The increase in the budget is based
on the actuals of the year 1936-37 which amounted to TI:S. 111,17 and
allows for an improvement owing to the expansion of cultivation and to
the fact that the progressive enhancement of land revenue in certain dis-
tricts as a result of last resettlement falls 4uc in tl'_lq budget year. This
progressive enhancement is expected to bring in additional revenue to the
extent of Trs. 1,00. :

Tue Howere Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: On a
point of information, Sir. Did the hon. member say one lakh ?

Srijur MAHI CHANDRA BORA: Yes, one lakh. Sir, I had no
desire to disturb the placid contentment of the Hon’ble Minister over the
actual and anticipated income from land revenue had he not stated that
the question of reduction of land revenue commensurate with the economic
condition of the raiyats was engaging the most anxious consideration of
Government. He further asserts, Sir, that collection of land revenue to a
great extent gives us an idea of economic condition of the people. A
more dangerous, a more fallacious proposition can never be enunciated
Collection has increased this year and so the economic condition of {} :
people must have improved ! Thus the hope of the people has been sh ﬁ
tered to pieces. Sir, may I ask with all humility whether the Ho ’gle
Revenue Minister has cared to enquire into the monetary obli ationrsl of
the struggling raiyats and the Mauzadars incurred this year forcf‘g ayment
of land revenue? Has he enquired whether the inducements amdp t¥1 e t
recently held out to the Mauzadars for realization of land revenue i]e;vg
been a source of untold harassment on the people ?  Perhaps hu would
say that the nurpbe_r of reported distress warrants 1ssued agains%)the © defaul-
ters would not justify an assumption that coercive measures have been
adopted in realisation of land revenue.

=21 It pains me to aver that instances
can be multiplied to show that warrants or no warrants, moveables of
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the defaulters have been sold off without let or hindrance to the utter
ruination of the illiterate, ignorant, simple and unsophisticated peasants.
Is the Hon’ble Minister prepared to form a Committee to enquire into
the grievances of the people in the matter of realisation of land revenue o If
he does, he will find to his utter astonishment that number of orders of
attachment is not an index of application of coercive and reprehensible
measures in the matter of realisation of land revenue ? The Hon’ble
Minister wants also to increase his capital by realisation of land revenue
in enhanced rates. [ do not know if he is aware of realisation on enhanced
rates without an enquiry into the slump in values and capacity of the
people to pay as promised by Government.

Tur Howere Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I am
sorry to interrupt the hon. member, but can he give me the number of
distress warrants issued by the mauzadars during the month of March ?

Srijur MAHI CHANDRA BORA: I cannot give the number but
warrants are supposed to be numerous. Besides, the properties of the
defaulters were very often sold off even without warrants or attachment
orders.

Sir, we have been told that Assam has been most shabbily treated
by Sir Otto Niemeyer. 1 can legitimately complain that the district of
Nowgong has also not got a fair deal at the hand of the Hon’ble Sir
Saadulla. The people of Nowgong are victims of recurring floods. Some
amounts of the agricultural loans in the Kopili Valley are outstanding,
but the campaign for the realisation of the agricultural loans in the Valley
can only be compared with the fury of the flood. In fairness the loans
ought to have been remitted long ago.

Sir, of all the districts of Assam Nowgong has been used to be most
shabbily treated specially in the matter of grants-in-aid to her educational
institutions. There are two well deserved High English Schools—one at
Raha and the other at Silghat which are still without any grants-in-aid
either capital or recurring. I hope Government would provide them with
some grants this time and increase the amounts of grants-in-aid to the
other institutions. i

Sir, the Settlement Buildings with their sites at Nowgong were recom-
mended to be handed over to the Dawson High English School Committee
by no less a person than His Excellency Sir Laurie Hammond. But in
spite of that no effect has yet bi:sf:n given to the recommendation to the

reat inconvenience of the pupils. : :
2 In pursuance of the desiI:-c of His Excellency Sir Michael Keane to see
a high school in every district of the province—a High English School for
girls has been started by the public of Nowgong and Mr:. Marar, the
Deputy Commissioner, has been taking a good deal of interest in the matter.
But up till now no assurance of any grant whatever has been coming from
Government in spite of strong representations.

Sir, I am entitled to draw the conclusion that our Finance Minister
could not succeed in his recent hunt {or the treasure trove in Bombay. I
Ir;)z\ps:e?.e will not intend beginning his hunt right into the pockets of the

Srijur RAM NATH DAS: Sir, I feel tempted t.

Hon’ble Finance Minister for his placing before usp 5 Suip%ﬁ:ggigll::e t1:11(3
when going through it I find that the budget is only a disa Oint%n s 0ut
as it falls short of the expectations not only of those who lln:)al?vc sac%iﬁ ng
everything for others but also of those of medzval mentality imb'ﬁed
with imperialistic ideas, and as such it will not be unbecoming of,' o L feI
hesitate to congratulate him. !
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Sir, I quite agree with the hon, member Maulavi Abdul Matin Chau-
‘dhury when he says that the budget discloses a bankruptcy of imagination
and statesmanship, although I do not agree with him when he describes
the tank of Sibsagar, the thing of beauty, the glory of Assam and a remnant
of the Ahom Kings, as a pond, and considers the estimated amount for
its maintenance which is long due, to be too much and unnecessary, and
also for his grudge for the grant given to the Pan Bazar Girls’ High School
—a school which is meant for the fair sex.

Again, Sir, I have no hesitation in agreeing with the hon.member
Srijut Mahadev Sarma when he says that if any Government have violated
the Act of 1935 it is only the Assam Government, and I shall justify the
‘remark shortly after.

Sir, much has been said about the budget which is also nothing but
simply a reflection of an old tune with a slight change through a new
machine in many ways and by many hon. members of the House, and as
such I should not repeat them as it will not be proper for me to waste the
time of the House by repetitions.

Sir, I beg to crave the indulgence of the House to dilate upon one
point which T am morally bound to deal with as it has been touched by
only a few hon. members.  Sir, in all provinces, except Assam, special
measures have been adopted, particularly in recent years to develop and
expand the education of the scheduled and backward classes and to
improve their economic and political conditions. ’

Sir, T regret that for all these done in other provinces now I have to
draw the attention of the Government to the book known as “What is
being done for the depressed classes” the authorship of which I cannot
claim, nor have I received it from any Government except that of Assam
which issued it probably in the year 1933, while our Hon’ble Finance
Minister was the Finance Member of the day.

Sir, I fail to understand why it has not been possible for Assam to
follow the example of other provinces, nor do I see any sin committed
exclusively by the scheduled castes of the province for this indifference.

Sir, I will be failing in my duty if I do not recognise the interest taken
by the Government for their political advancement, providing for their
representation by way of nomination to the Municipal and Local Boards,
although representation to important committees such as of schools, etc.,
are not yet thrown open.

Sir, we the members from the scheduled castes have been waiting to
see in the budget an adequate sum earmarked out of the educational grant
of the province as provided by a proviso of the Poona Pact which is nothin
but an amendment of the Communal Award which has been confirmed by the
British Government in the Act of 1935 ; but to our disappointment we find
that no amount has been earmarked., Sir, the pact was concluded in the
year 1932, The most important provisions of it are that there shall be no
disability attaching to anyone on the ground of his being a member of tke
depressed classes in regard to any elections to local bodies or appointments
to public service. Every endeavour shall be made to secure a fair represen-
tation of the depressed classes in these respects subject to such educational
qual}ﬁqatlons as may be laid down for appointment to public services.
Again in every province out of the educational grant an adequate sum shall
be earmarked for providing ed.ucatmnal. facilities to the members of the
depressed classes. As such, Sir, there is no reason to believe that these
provisions have escaped from the minds of the Hon’ble Ministers in charge
of Finance and Education at the time of preparing the budget.
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