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Proceedings of the Second Session of the First Assam Legislative
Assembly assembled under the provisions of the Government of
India Act, 1935

The Assembly met at the Assembly Chamber, .S‘hillong; at 11 a.m., onSaturday, the
7th August, 1937

Srijur MAHI CHANDRA BORA : Sir, on a point of information.
Yesterday while opposing the motion of reference of the Assam Municipal
(Amendment) Bill, 1937, to a Select Committee, several members of t}}1s
House referred to questions and answers which were not formally put till
then. I want to know whether we are entitled to do so. .

Tur Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : I do not know whether those questions
were put up for that day.

Srijjur MAHI CHANDRA BORA : But they were not formally put
up.

THE HON’BLE THE SPEAKER : If the hon. member will let me know
the number of the question I can let him know.

SRJUT MAHI CHANDRA BORA: Question No.92.

ToE HON’BLE THE SPEAKER : The question was put up for the 3rd.
Now with regard to the unstarred questions when the answers arc placed
on the table it is taken that the questions have been answered ; 1t1s not
necessary that the questions should be put formally. With regard to
unstarred questions when the answers are placed on the table it is taken
that they have been answered, so it cannot be said that the questions were
not put formally. It is cml)‘( for the purpose of putting supplementary
questions that the questions are taken up from day to day.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
STARRED QUESTIONS
Creation of a separate District Judge’s Court for Upper Assam
Seyjur DEBESWAR SARMAH asked :

*53. Will Government be pleased to state—
(@) Whether it is a fact that the Hon’ble High Court has been
il;:sased ;0 suggest a separate District Judge’s Court for Upper
A

() If s, what steps, if any, have been taken to give effect to the
suggestion ?

Tre HON’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :
53. (@)—Yes.

(b)—An estimate of the cost involved is being prepared but no final

decision has as yet been arrived at by Government.

KHaN BAHADUR Maurayi KERAMAT ALI: May I know when

the Government expect to come to a final decision ?
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Tre Hon’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : 1 think
in the course of this year.

MauvLavi GHYASUDDIN AHMED: Is there any proposal of
putting a permanent Sub-Judge at Dhubri ?

Tuae Hon’BLE Srijjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : There is
no proposal of the kind. ;

Mavravi GHYASUDDIN AHMED : Do the Government consider it
advisable to put a permanent Sub-Judge there, in view of the fact that the
number of cases, both civil and criminal, is larger there than in any other
district in the Assam Valley.

TaE Hon’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I shall’

make a note of this question.

Kumar AJIT NARAYAN DEB: Has a scheme been prepared ?

TrE HoN’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: No scheme
has been prepared, but the suggestion so far is that there w1l_l be a District
Judge at Jorhat and one Sub-Judge will hold Court at Dibrugarh, and
there will be one District Judge for the lower Assam districts and his seat
will be at Gauhati ; and the seat of one Sub-jud%:a a}EIpresent is at Gauhati,
but I shall take note of the suggestions made in the House.

KuAN BAHADUR I\’.[ATJLAV;gI(ERAMaAT A{_;I :H'é{hmgogz'ct: ;‘ecommenda.-
tions of this Government been submitted to the i :

THE Hon’sLE Srijur ROHINT KUMAR CHAUDH%II{I g Eitl)lt }irft'bc

KuAN Bamapur Mavravi KERAMAT ALT: hen
submitted ? :

Tue Hon’sie Srijur ROHINI KUMAR _CH“I\UDHURIX‘ c,}gfmﬁe
considering the question. The whole proposal invo vcsusomcte P gt
We have to provide Court buildings at D1bruga1’h as Lve gs ;: _]orl at’ e
also accommodation for the Judges both at D1brugar_“an a‘ Jorhat, =
so far is we have been able to gather, the whole cost Wi d(c:i(?r}n t(; sncrrs
like half a lakh of rupees non-recurring and the additional recurring
expenditure will be about Rs.8,000.

KHAN Bamapur Mauvravi KERAMAT ALI: Are the Government

aware that the cost may be minimised if some buil;lings twlilidl a.ge uov
vacant and are situated just near the present EOBE-I:I?D?ISE{LIIP If the

Tue Howere Sriyjur ROHINI KUMAR s offi he Publi
hon. member is referring to the Executive Engineer’s }? ice or the Pu rlx(’:c
Works Department office at Barbheta I can say that atkt ]g p!cster::zn?mmc
we are in correspondence about. it with the Public Works dep;f h G er

Sriur DEBESWAR SARMAH : Do we understanc 28 128 =oven;
ment is considering the matter whether to have a Judgte 5 m;iri 11or no :
I want to know what considerations the Government are giving ove
this. : 3]

Tue Howsrr Sryur ROHINI KUMAR GHAUDI-éUtE;[ : ha“m¥ lfrc
considering the whole matter in their various aspects an Yy have taken
note of th i f > ini

S(;{IJU; Baﬁﬁjﬁg{f’quEséiARMAH : Will the Hon ble Minister be pleased
to say whether he has accepted the suggestion that there should be a
District Judge at Jorhat ?

Tog Hoi ’BLEJSRI_]’UT ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: We have
not yet finally accepted it.

Ko BY\I—[ AD(I:;FI\?I avravi KERAMAT ALI: Isthere any objection
to accepting it ? ‘

s II;: Hon’sLe Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: The
matter is under consideration.
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Assam Provincial Retrenchment Committee

Sryjur DEBESWAR SARMAH asked :

*54. Will the Government be pleased to state—

(a) Whether Government intend to give effect to the suggestions
offered by the Assam Provincial Retrenchment Committee
appointed by the Government of Assam in 1930-31 ?

(6) If so, when, i.c., precisely from what date and whether the
Government intend to give effect to all the recommenda-
tions or to some of the recommendations of the Committee ?

(¢) If the Government propose to give effect to only some of the
recommendations of the Committee, which of the recom-
mendations will be accepted and which will not be accept-
ed with reasons for each item of refusal ?

(d) If the reply to question () is in the negative will Government
be pleased to state reasons ?

(¢) Will Government be pleased to lay the said Assam Provincial
Retrenchment Committee’s report on the table ?

Tue HoNBLE Mavravi Sarvio Sir  MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

54. (a) to (d)—The recommendations of the Retrenchment Committee
of 1931 and the action taken thereon are contained in Gox_rernm.ent Reso-
lution No. 3414-F.(b), dated the 30th September 1931, published in Part IT
of the Assam Gazette, dated the Tth October 1931. Those items on which
no action was taken will presumably be considered by the Resources and
Retrenchment Committee which it is now proposed to appoint.

(¢)—As the Report contained recommendations dealing with All-
India Services, Government are prohibited under the orders of the Secretary

of State from making the Report public.

Mr. NABAKUMAR DATTA: Am I to understand that Government
propose to appoint a retrenchment committee ?

TaE HON’BLE MauLavi Sarvip S;1R MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : I
mentioned that in my speech introducing the budget.

SrRyur DEBESWAR SARMAH : Will the Government be pleased to
state v\_zhether Assam:Government has Heen prohibited by the Government
of India from laying this Retrenchment Committee’s report on the table ?

THE HON,BLE MAULAVI SAIvID SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: : i

lsaavc already said, not by the Government of India, but by the Secretary of
tate.

Baru DAKSHINA RAN UPTA CHAUDHURI: Will the
Hon’ble Minister kindly state tlilfﬁgprfximatc time when the Retrenchment

Committee is going to be appointed ?
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TeE HoN’BLE MAULAVI SarviD SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : I
will consult the leaders of this House as soon as we are a bit free. [ thought
we would discuss it when we consider resolution No.12, If that resolution
is not reached, then I shall take the House into confidence informally as
soon as we get some leisure and then decide.

Srjur DEBESWAR SARMAH: Do I understand that the present
Hon’ble Leader of the House was a party to the recommendations of the
Retrenchment Committee of 1931 ? :

THE Hon’BLE Mauravi Samvip SiR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Yes, I presided over that Committee.

Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAH: May we expect that the present
Government would give effect to the recommendations of the Committee
which was presided over by the present Leader of the House ?

THE Hon’pLe MauLavi Saryip SiR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: 1
shall take the House into my confidence and I will consider the entire matter
in the Committee that will be appointed.

Gaonburas in Assam
Srijur JOGENDRA NATH BARUA asked :

*55. Has the attention of the Hon’ble Minister in charge been drawn
to the resolution passed in the st session of the Assam Gaonbura Sanmilan
held at Nowgong on the 13th June 1937 under the Presidency of Srijut
M. C. Bora, B.r., m.L.A. of Nowgong ?

Tae How’sre Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :
55.—The answer is yes.

Srijur JOGENDRA NATH BARUA: What is the present emolu-
ment of the Gaonburas ?

TuE Hon’ere Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I can say
only off-hand. I think the present emolument is only that he gets remission
of revenue to the extent of three puras of land. But I cannot be very sure,

Srijur KARKA DALAY MIRI: Is it enough for them ?

THE Hon’srLE Sryjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: That ques-
tion is also under consideration.

Sryur JOGENDRA NATH BARUA asked:

. *56. Does the Hon’ble Minister propose to consider their cases sympa-
thetically and favourably ?

THE Hon’BLr SRI},UT ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

56.—Government consider that the only resolution on which action
should be taken for the present was 2 complaint of their being treated with
disrespect. Government have issued instructions to their officers to use more
consideration in future. :

SrRijuT JOGENDRA NATH BARUA : Does the Hon’ble Minister in
charge propose to increase their emoluments ?

T'nE Hon’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :  That ques-
tion does not arise here, Sir.

il

.y

"
-

A

. iy ——y

P



L8

TY U ettty —

E

325

Srjur JOGENDRA NATH BARUA : Does the Hon’ble Minister pro-
pose to consider their case sympathetically and favourably ? -

THE Hon’sLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I do not

understand what the hon. member is referring to, Sir. As regards this parti-

cular resolution we have already issued instructions that the Gaonburas

should be treated with proper respect which he deserves.

Srgur JOGENDRA NATH BARUA : Was it the only one resolution
that was forwarded or several resolutions were forwarded ?

Tue Hov’sLe Sryjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Several
resolutions on different subjects were forwarded and out of which we have
only been able to take action on this resolution. The others are under
consideration,

Water supply in Maulvibazar Town
Bapu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI asked :

#57. Will Government be pleased to state—

(@) Whether there is paucity of water supply in the town of
Maulvibazar?

(b)) How many tanks are there in the town ?

(¢) Can they supply the ordinary needs of the town ?

(d) Whether all the tube wells are out of order ?

(¢) Whether Government propose to consider the desirability of
sanctioning a Government grant of Rs.50,000 to the Maulvi-

- bazar Municipality for water supply ?

Tue Hon’BLE REv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

The answers are as follows :

57. (a)—Yes.
(b)—Five.
(¢)—Not in the dry season.
(d)—Yes.

(¢)—Government are quite willing to consider the question of a loan

;Ok'ﬁl‘: Municipality but cannot consider the question of a grant of half a
akh.

Basu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CGHAUDHURI - Do Govern-

& an Uuth eak OF ChOlt.I a du X C
1 W ? - e “ ) FR
d( inklng ater vant 0{ gOOd

TglEtI;lc:;::BLE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : The Government
know ! ?l Uiy twa.s an outbreak of cholera in South Sylhet (Maulvi Bazar).
But wheth was due to want of good water supply or it was due fto

es is 1 ; ;
other caus 10t certain. It is suspected that the cholera came from some
other sources.
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Mavravi ABDUL AZIZ: Is Government aware that the Munici-
pality is in its infancy and requires help ?

‘Tue Hon'BLE REV. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Government is aware
that the Municipality has not been very long and Government will do all
that it can to help it. :

Basu HARENDRA NARAYAN CHAUDHURI: If the Hon’ble
Minister says that the cholera epidemic came from other sources, what is the
basis of that information ?

Tue Hon’sre Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : In reply to one
of the questions, it is said that it is supposed to have come from Tipperah
and that the Dholai river water was infected somehow or other.

MaurLavi ABDUL AZIZ: Is Government prepared to take steps
to check the original cause of this cholera ?

Tue Hon’se Rev.].J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: The original cause
according to the report is that the Dholai river was infected near Tipperah.

Basu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Is it not easy to throw the
responsibility on other districts ?

Tre Hon’sre Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : It is not throwing
responsibility. But that is the report of the experts.

Basu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Anyway, the cause Eenerally
generates in other provinces ?

Tue Hon’sLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: T hat, Sir, I cannot
say. :
Mavuravi ABDUL AZIZ: My question has not been answered. Is
the Government prepared to remove the original cause which led to the
outbreak of cholera in that town ?

Tue Hon’sre Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : I have answered that
question.

Number of Forest cases tried by Magistrates in Nowgong

Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA asked :
*58. Will Government be pleased to state—
(@) The number of Forest cases tried by Magistrates in the district
of Nowgong during 1936-37 ? g
(6) In how many cases there were convictions and how many of
them were compromised ? :
(¢) Is it a fact that the retention of a separate pleader for Forest
cases is dependent upon the number of cases that come up for trial ? If 80,
what is the minimum number of cases that would require the retention of
a pleader ? . :
(d) What was the expense of the Government in retaining this
secarate Pleader during the last year, 1936-37 ? T
(¢) What is the total area under Forests in the district of Nowgong ?

T, ermeges
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TaE HON’BLE SHAMs-UL-UrLama Maurana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied :
58. (a)—The number of Forest cases tried by Magistrates in the district

of Nowgong during the year 1936-37 was 59.

_(b)—The number of convictions were 37, acquittals 2 and the num-
ber pending at the close of the year was 20. No cases were compromised
in the Courts.

(6)—No. The retention of a pleader depends upon the total amount
of legal work necessary in a division, including the preparation and presen-
tation of cases which go to court.

(d)—Rupees 240.

(e)—Reserved Forests .., 717 square miles,
Unclassed State Forests 2801 = %
Total vt e TR By i

KuAN BAHADUR Mauravi KERAMAT ALI: Is there a Government
Pleader at Nowgong ?

Tre HON’BLE SHAMS-UL-ULamA MaurLana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED -
Yes.

Kuan BAHADUR Mauravi KERAMAT ALI: Why is a separate
pleader engaged for forest cases then ?
THE HON'BLE SHAMS-UL-ULama Maurana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED -
I want notice, Sir.
. Sryur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA :  As regards (b), do these con-
victions include cases of compromise ?
Tue HON'BLE SHAMS-UL-ULama Maurana ABU NASR MD, WAHEED :
I have already replied on that point.
: dS;UJUT PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Were these cafes regularly
tried ¢
. THE HoN’BLE SHAMS-UL-Uvama Maunana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED :
Chat is our report.
thi SRIJI;-ngiNA CHANDRA SARMA : May I know, whether, after
is questio received, any enquiry was made in regard to the matter ?

o Tar HOoN’BLE SHAMS-—UL-ULAMA Mauvrana ABU NASR MD., WAHEED :

-SRI_[UT PURNA CHAND ” . :
these cases were compromised ]:tA alslApRMA : Does the report mention that

THE HON’BLE SHAMS-yL-1J
NolcHeHe e ot PTOmmiaeg in!.é:)?\:l.;tMAULANA ABU NASR MD. WAHEED:

Srijur PURNA 5 -
those E;Jscs, Sir ? CGHANDRA SARMA : Was evidence recorded in all

Tue HON’BLE SHAMs-17 . :
That question does not arislz:,%?:_“ SR AL MD' e

HoN’BLE TH )
THE = SEEARBER = Luinh Al it going too far. The

: s : I
Hon’ble Minister’s answer , i
Ho 15 that there were Pk T
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Sryjur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA : If in spite of the presence of a
Government pleader a separate pleader was engaged to conduct forest cases,
shall we be wrong in saying that it is a case of extending Government
patronage ?

Tue Hon'sLe THE SPEAK CR : This is a matter of opinion and cannot
be allowed.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

Assam Public Service Commission

Mauravi ABDUR RAHMAN asked :

87. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) The annual total expenditure to be incurred on account of the
establishment of the Public Service Commission in Assam ?
(b) How many appointments i1 various departments are likely to be
made during the year 1937 ?
(c) Was Bengal or any other Province asked to have one Public G
vice Commission jointly with this Province ? If so, what

answer was recelvel

Tur HoNBLE MAULAVI Saryip SR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

87. (a)—An estimate of the ex_pcnditqre will be found under “25.—
General Administration—N—Public Service Commission” in the annual
of which already been circulated to the hon.

budget estimates,—a COPY t
members. It will be seen therefrom that the total annual expenditure has

been calculated at Rs.63,926.
(b)—TIt is impossible to g1ve any figure, as a number of incalculable

factors are involved, such as death, t_ransfcr, promotion and premature
retirement. : . . 5
(¢)=The question of Assam having a joint Public Service Com-

mission with Bengal was fully considered. Bengal’s answer was not found

favourable to Assam on financial and administrative grounds.

Mg, FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: How many appointments have
been made and what work has been done by the Public Service Commis-
sion since its establishment ?

Tuae HoN’BLE MAULAVI SAIVID Sik MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
That question is coming and I will supply all the figures.

Basu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI : May we
know the financial and administrative g{'ounds on which a joint Public
Service Commission with Bengal was considered unfavourable ?

Tue Hon'sLe MAauLAVI SAIYID S MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
As regards the fnancial question, while negotiations were going on with
Bengal, Bengal proposed that the joint Public Service Commission for
Assam and Bengal should consist of one Chairman and two members from
Bengal and two 'members from Assam. The work will be done by compart-
ments. When recruitment for Assam would be necessary, the Chairman and
the Assam members alone will sit. They also proposed that it would be
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unfair to ask the Assam candidates to go to Calcutta, the headquarters of
Bengal Public Service Commission, for interview at their expense. Therefore
they proposed that the Assam Section will travel to Assam and holc_i tl:leu‘
siting in Assam. The matters did not go beyond the stage of negotiation.
It was proposed by Bengal that Assam should bear one-third or one-
fourth of the cost of the office as well as the pay of the Chairman. The
pay of the Bengal Chairman is Rs. 4,000. They also said that they were
going to have a very highly paid I. G. S. Officer as Secretary.
The pay of the Bengal members will be Rs. 2,000 each, but we might
give whatever we liked to our own members. On the whole it was found
that the cost of this arrangement will be more expensive than a separate
Public Service Commission for Assam would be. )

As regards administration, we would have no hand in the office. The
office will be entirely manned by people of Bengal because the headquarters
will be in Calcutta. The second thing is that extra cost will be incurred by
this province, first in sending all applications to Bengal, then in asking
the Bengal Chairman to come to Assam for the purpose of interviews and
thirdly, it was found by the then Cabinet that there was a very big volume
of opinion that Assam, under those circumstances, should have a separate
Public Service Commission.

Basu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI : Was any
estimate of the comparative cost made ?

Tue HoN'BLE Maurav: Sarvmm Sizk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
Yes, I have already given the figures.
Basu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI : May I

know the comparative cost, Sir ?

Tuae HoxN’BLE Mauravi Sarvio S;'kre MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
If we are to pay the Asiam members the rates of salaries as Bengal have
proposed for their members, the cost would be still higher.

‘Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Was the question of Assam
having a joint Public Service Commission with the Central Government or
with any other province than Bengal considered ?

TrHe HoN'BLE Mavuravi Sarvip S;ir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Yes. The Central Federal Commission refused to do our work. Assam
Government did not consult any other provincial Government.

Chunarughat Sub-Registrar’s Office
MauLavi ABDUR RAHMAN asked :

88. Isit a fact that—

(a) the Chunarughat Sub-Registrar’s Office is a self-supporting one ?
() Is 1t a fact that it is carrying on its works in a hired shop house ?
(¢) Is it a fact that there have been complaints from the public as
WEI! as from the staff that they are undergoing extreme incon-
:;t::etnce and trouble for want of an office building and 2
rter,
(d) It t(lj:e answer to (q), () and (¢) above are in the affirmative do

OVErnment propose to construct an office building and @
quarter,



330

THE Hon’BLE Mauravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN replied :

88.(a)—Yes.
(b)—Yes.
(¢)—-No complaints from the public have been received but the staff
have been asking for a departmental building.
(d)—The matter will be considered.
Mauravi ABDUR RAHMAM: Is it not a fact that Government
drew up a scheme for the construction of a Sub-Registry office at Chunaru-
ghat ?

Tae Hon’sre Mavravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN: I have no
knowledge, Sir.

MavrLavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Has any provision been made in the
budget for the construction of that Sub-Registry office ?

(No reply).

May I not press a reply, Sir ?

Kumar AJIT NARAYAN DEV: Arethe Government aware that
the Sub-Registrar at Dhubri is holding his office......

Tue Hon’sLe THE SPEAKER : I do not think the question arises.

Cherramuha-Chunarughat and Gld'luuarughat-surma-Ghundicherra
Roa

Mauvuravi ABDUR RAHMAN asked :

89. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge: of Public Works Department
please state-—
(a) whether the Government proposes to take over charge of Cherra-
muha-Chunarughat and Chunarughat-Surma-Chundicherra
" road from Habiganj Local Board ?
(6) If so, do Government propaose to gra.v_el the roa.c! ?‘ '
(¢) If the answer to (@) is in the afirmative when is it likely to be
taken over by the Government ?

Tue Hox’BLE Mavravi Sarvip Sir - MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

89. (a)—The new proposals which are being placed before the Com-
munications Board include the improving and taking over by the Public
Works Department of the portion of road referred to from Shaistagan;
bazar vi2 Chunarughat and Chundicherra to Surma. It is not proposed
to take over the portion of Chunarughat-Muchikandi road from Cherramuha

Shaistaganj Bazar.
2 (b)iTjhe portion when taken over will be gravelled. ;
(¢)—This must depend on when the Government of India give a

grant from the Road Fund Reserve.
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Total costs of travelling allowances granted to various officers of
different departments in the year 1936

- Mauravi ABDUR RAHMAN asked :

3 90. Will Government be pleased to state :

| (a) Total costs of mileage allowances granted to various officers of
different departments who toured throughout the province,
divisions and districts in the year 1936 ?

(6) The number of such officers who maintain motors and those who
maintain ponies ? -

(¢) The number of occasions on which they used ponies or boats dur-
ing the year 1936 ?

| (d) The maximum amount of mileage drawn by an officer of each

Department during the year 1936 ?

‘ 91. (a) Isit a fact that places which are accessible by trains are very
‘f‘ often visited with more costly conveyances ?
(b) If so, do Government propose to put a stop to this ?

i Tue Hon'sLe Mauravi Samvip S MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
- replied :

| 90.—The time and labour which would be necessary to scrutinise every

| travelling allowante bill of every officer or Government servant in the pro-
vince for a whole year in order to extract the desired infor mation would be

- incommensurate with the result. Mileage forms a very small proportion of
the total travelling allowance bill of the province. For general information
however, it may be of interest to note that whereas in 1931 the total charges
for travelling allowance were roughly 123lakhs, the revision of rates made in
that year has reduced the charges in 1935-36 to a sum of 9 lakhs, a saving of
nearly thirty per cent.

| 91. (a)—Whatever mode of conveyance officers may travel by travelling

‘L\ allow_ance is generally only admissible by the shortest, cheapest and most
practicable route. Feads of Departments are however empowered to per-
' mit the drawal of travelling allowance by other than the cheapest or shortest

‘route for special reasons which have to be recorded for the information of
the Audit Officer,

(6)—Does not arise.

Percentage of Muhammadan population in Municipalities

i Mauravi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURI asked :

92. Will Government be pleased to place before the House a list of the

mol;n:{;algigt;issigitngle'prOVigcet’ showing the percentage of the Muhammadan
in each of the town and the i S
: of the Muhammadan cand; e percentage of the sucees

: for commissi ip i cneral
election ? sionership in the last g

R e
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Tue Hon'BrLE REV. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

92,.—A list is placed on the table.

® Ll ] & g
, a2 £ g1 g
g Rl g gringu ol E
B R I R B 8
Name of =5 g3 s e 4 Remarks
Municipality B =z g .- b5 = R
S e bk e i
= = ard o (3] o (3]
8 | &g | Bf | miliwgiegs
S0 S-2 S8 [ 8 |23 S8
Silchar ... | 13,069 2,956 | 22:6 | 20 4 20
Sylhet weo | 21,435 9,982 42 | 16 5 18:75
Habiganj ... 7,577 2167 [REZ S £ SE ... | This Board
has been
Karimganj ... 5,691 1,624 | 285 | 10 2 20 | supersed-
Sunamganj ... 5,326 2,498 | 469 | 10 1 10 ed.
Maulvi Bazar 4,314 2,128 | 49:3 | 10 2 20
Shillong ... 4,608 421 6| 13 1 76
16,692 857
21,300 1,278
Dhubri 9,435 2,913 | 308 9 Nil
Goalpara ... 6,415 2,436 | 379 | 10 4 40
Gauhati ... | 21,797 4,146 19 )1 16 1 625
BaT et s | ST T 372 2:7 [ 12 | Nil
Tezpur L [ENT0268 2311 200 12 2 16°6-
Nowgong ... | 10,413 2T AT R e b5 3 20
Sibsagar ... | 6,669 | 2,012 | 30| 12 4 333
Jorhat oo 8334 | 2001 239 |12 2 16°6
Golaghat ... 4,688 1,210 | 258 8 2 25
Dibrugarh ... | 18,734 4,521 17 Election
not yet
] Bacybdia e s 5,160 957 10 1 held.

Srjur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA : Was nomination of municipal
members to the municipalities made on the basis of percentage of the
different communities among the rate-payers in the municipalities ?

_ TmnHowsre Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS:ROY: Does this question
arise, Sir ?

Srgur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA : It arises from the fact that the
municipal constltt&mn is composed of both elected and nominated members
and the Hon’ble Minister has also given a list showing th ar ,
the different communities. g the percentage of

Tre HON'BLE THE SPEAKER.: The question only relates to the
percentage of Muhammadan population in the municipalities. If the inten-

tionof the hon.  member was to' ascertain whether the momination ‘bears
any relation to the percentage of the Muhammadan population, I think
that question should have been separately put. }

i

-—
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Amount, ®Pent from the Road Board Fund in. the Sunamganj; Sub-
division

asked AUFAVE MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI

93. w;
from the‘/RV]H the Government please state what amount they have spent

Sylhet » -°3d Board Fund in the Subdivision of Sunamganj, District

9 2

o I they have not spent any amount, why. not : 5 : _

Road u O the Government propose to take up. the Sunamganj-Gobindganj
Ader the Road Board this year ?

rcplgf Hon'sie Mavtavi Savio Sw. MUHAMMAD SAADULLA

93.—Nil.

% é\’fwmv: MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI : Wil
tas XOvVernment please state the reason why not a single cowrie wasg spent
in this Subdivision i :
Ren] HE' Hon’prp Mauravr Sarvip S MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

P% to the pext question will explain that.
l'Cplie:i—IF Hox’grg Mauvravr Sarvip Sikm. MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
.94""‘01‘iginail two roads of this Subdivision—(1) Gobindganj-Sunam-
ganj port‘ion of t}]eYSylhct—Sunaxnganj road and (2) quindganj to Chhatak
oad estimateq tq cost about 12 lakhs were included in the second Road

Sard Programme, byt subsequently this programme. had to be curtailed
and the Portion Gobindganj to Sunamganj, a kufcha road 29 miles in length,
which woyg have required over 8} lakhs of rupees for widening and raising
% ¥ ON-account of the nature of the -country was dropped . by the Road

oard in 1929 The second road.of the Subdivision-was however included
as part of the Sylhet-Chhatak road estimated to cost a little over 4% lakhs,
RC ore:however this road could be taken up, for improvement, the second
Cigfl Su?r?ard Programme had to be closed down sine die on account of ﬁnap-

e : i
this Sub dgwr:;)én : That is why no money was spent in road lmprovement in
e =S oveImment. fropose to includaa schenie for improving this road
e = —ommended by the.Chmmunicatians Board s oF LA s This, if so
Indi‘;‘m?nded will with other proposals be submitted to the Government of
ovﬁ-wﬂh 2 request for the provision of funds from the reserve with the
conent of India in © the Central Road Development Account .
MAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI :

B ment have given any instruction to:the Commu-
nications Board to take up this road this year ?

THE Hon’pry Mavuravi Sarvip Sir MU MMAD SAADU : e
have included that road in our new road exg‘gsion scheme. LR it

Basu HARENDRA NARAYAN CHAUDHURI: Isit a fact that no
member- has b’een taken from Sunamganj on the Communications Board ?

QTHE Hon BLE MAuLAvI SAryiD Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : The
€r consultation with this House. I do not know
mganj is there or not.
Basu HARENDR A NARAYgAl\% CHAUDHURI: Do I understand
ivision that was deprived of any grant
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Tue How’sLE Mavravi Saryio SiR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: 1
want notice of that question. .

Mavravi MUNAWWAR ALI: Isit afact that the Sunamganj-Go-
bindganj Road is at the top of the list ?

Tax HoNBLE Mauravi Sarvio S;ir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I
do not know whether it was putat the top or bottom ; but it was included
in the scheme.

Mavravi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: Do
Government propose to put this road at the top of the list ?

Tue Hon'BLE MauLavi Saryip SIR - MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
The Board considers, according to the necessity of the different divisions, as
to which roads should get preference.

Mavravi MUNAWWAR ALI: Isit a fact that the programme of the
previous Board is still in existence ?

Tie HoN'srLe Mauravi Sarvio SR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: '

Loans under those Boards have already been discontinued.

Mavravi MUNAWWAR ALI: Is not the present Board successor of
the Board that preceded ?

Tae HONBLE Mauravi Savip S;IR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
The present Board is a different one—the procedure to be adopted is diffe-
rent and even the finance sought is in someones else’s hand. Last time
road development was effected by means of loan. This time we have re-
quested the Government of India to give us a grant from the Reserve of the
Petrol Duty Fund. Our programme shall have to be dependent upon the
amount of fund that we get from the Clentral Government.

Mavravi MUNAWWAR ALI: Will not the programme of the pre-
vious Board be worked now ?

Tue Hon’BLe Mauravi Sarym SiR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: A
new comprehensive scheme has been drawn up.

Age of Rai Bahadur Janaki Nath Das Purkayastha, a mmember of the
Public Service Commission

Mavravi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAWDHURI
asked :
96, Will the Government please state—
() what was the age of Rai Bahadur Janaki Nath Das Purkayastha
a member of the Public Service Commission, when he was first
recruited in the Government service, and
(if) how many years before he retired from the Government service ?
97. Isit a fact that he was required to prove by an affidavit that he was
below 60 when he was appointed a member of the Public Service Commis-
sion ?
0g. If the answer to question No.97 be in the affirmative, will the
Government please state whether the age givenin the aflidavit sworn by him
is the same as that given by him while he first entered the service as an exe-
cutive officer ? 5
99, Will the Government please state whether he himself or anybod
else on his behalf swore the affidavit to prove his age ? g

Tue Hon’BLEe Mauravi Sarvip SiR  MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

96. (i1)—24 years 2 months.
(2)—On the 16th August 1929,
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Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Is the answer to question
96 (ii) proper ? Does it not require a mathematical calculation ?

Tur Hox'BLE THE SPEAKER : The hon. member is considered to be
quite competent to make this simple mathematical calculation.

Sryjur SARVESWAR BARUA: In what year this gentleman entered
Government service ?

Tue Hon’sLe Mauravi Sarvip Sir - MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
That question was not asked. Why should I out of my own accord answer
that question ?

Srjur SARVESWAR BARUA: In which year this gentleman was
24 years 2 months ?

Tue HonN’BLE MAULAVI SAIVID SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I
have given my answer to the question as asked. I have replied, 24 years
2 months. I submit, Sir, no supplementary question arises thereafter.

Srjur SARVESWAR BARUA : In which year he was taken to sek-
vice ? Can we get that information ?

Tue HoN’BLE MAULAVI SAIYID SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
The date of entry into service ? No, Sir, I have not got the date.

Srijur SARVESWAR BARUA : May we expect an answer afterwards ?

Tae Hon'BLE MAULAVI SATYID SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: If
my hon. friend writes, I will give it to him the next day.

Mauravi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALIL: Is he not too old to hold such
an important post under the Government ?

Tur Hon'sLe MAULAVI SAIVID SIR MUHAMM.AD SAA_DULLA:
There is no bar in his appointment as 2 member of the Public Service

Commission.

Mauravi ABDUR RAHMAN : Is he not overage ?

Tre Hon'sLe THE SPEAKER @ It is a question of opinion.

Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Was it not necessary to con-
done his age ?

THE Elon mre Tre SPEAKER Al these things depend on the ques-
tion at what age he was appointed.

THE HOE’BLE MAULJf\ﬁ Saryp SR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied:

97.—No.

98.—Does not arise. L

99.—Neither he nor anybody else on his behalf swore such an affidawvit

Settlement of Sylhet Municipal Ferry-ghats

askec{V-IAULAW MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI

100. Will the Government please state whether it is a fact that the
settlement of Sylhet Municipal ferry-ghats and of the right to realise tolls 1n

respect of the Keane Bridge has been given to a person who is not a native
of the Province ?

101. If so, will the Hon’ble Minister in charge please state if there were
other bidders for the settlement ? If so, will the Hon’ble Minister stat€ fo the

House the names of those bidders and what the bids offered respectively by
all the bidders were ?
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TaE HoN’BLE MAULAVI - SATvID Sin MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied : -

100.—Yes, but the -lessee Babu Harisankar Prosad Sing with his- prede-
cessor ‘and partner; the late Rai Bahadur Chhatrapati Sing has run these
ferries successfully for 16 years past.

101.—Yes. A statement is placed below. -
KEANE BRIDGE
SYLHET
: Amount of
S;;;al Names of bidders Illlig;ll!::st
i bids
T Rs.
1 Babu Harisankar Prosad Sing ... e 27,200
2 »»  Bepin Behari Choudhury ... «eo 15,000 >
3 s, Matindra: Chakravarty ... .. 26,500
4 Rai Sahib Nagendra K, Nandi ... .- 20,000
5 Babu Ramparikha Singh e 26,000
6 2 Malchand cen sen sein vee 27,100
7 Maulvi Abdul Sobhan ... ... 27,000
8 ,»  Habibulla «e 22,000 v

TOWN FERRIES

SYLHET
1 Babu Harisankar Prosad Sing 7,050
2 »» Ramparikha Singh 7,000
3 Maulvi Wahed Ullah 6,100
4 Babu Malchand ... - 6,200
5 Maulvi Habib Ullah e == or 8,000

N.B.—Bridge and Ferries scttled with the same person.

KHAN BAHADUR MAULAVI KERA%/IAT ALI: May I know whether
Maulavi Abdul Sobhan is a local man ?

THE HonN’BLE - Mavuravi Sawvip’ S MUHAMMAD SA ADULLA
Yes, Sir.

’ Kuan Banabur Mauvravi KERAMAT ALI: Is the Hon’ble Minister

aware that the Chief Engineer was pleased to circulate a letter among Exe-
cutive Engineers of the different districts  to give contract: to-Joca] men:and
that if difference in the rate from that of a foreigner he 5 very  small ®
amount, the local man should be given preference.

TaHE HON’BLE Mauravi Sarvip SiR  MUHAMMAD SAADULLA .

Yes, Sir.
Knan BAHADUR MAULAVI KERAMAT ALI: Why was not Maulvi
Abdul Sobhan given a contract when his tender was for R#:27,000 and = that :

of Babu Harisankar Prosad Sing only Rs. 200 more ?
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Tue Hon’BLE MAuLAVI SatviD SR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: If
my hon. friend will care to read the nota-bene under the reply to “that ques-
tion, he would have seen the reason. i

MavrLavi MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: Isit not afact'that

last year he was granted remission ? :
TrHE Hon’BLE MavurLavi Sarvip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I

want notice. ]

Basu HARENDRA NARAYAN CHAUDHURI: Isit a fact that the
lessee is very favourite with the powers that be ?

THE Hon’BLE MAuLAVI Sarym Sl MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
deny that charge, Sir. : . .

Srijur SARVESWAR BARUA: May I know if Maulavi Habibulla

is a man of the province ?
Tere Hon'orn . MaWeAVI“SaTein Stk MUHANMAD VSAADULLA :

Yes, Sir. £
= SI:IEUT SARVESWAR BARUA: May I know why were not the ferries
settled with him ? .

Tue Hon’sLE Mauravi Sarvip SR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
have already answered this in reply to Khan Bahadur Keramat Ali’s supple-
mentary question. If hon. members will please read the N. B. portion
under reply they will come to know why this bridge was settled with Hari

Sankar Prosad Singh. : :
Mavravi MUNAWWAR ALI: Was it absolutely necessary that this

ferry should be settled with that person.
Tue Hon'sLe MauLavi Saryip S'R MUHAMMAD  SAADULLA :

Otherwise there will be friction between him_ and the lessee of the bridge.
Mavravi MUNAWWAR ALI: Why did _Gove;‘nment allow a man of
another province to get settlement in this province :
THEI Hg.:?BLE Ig\/IAULAVI Saivip SIR I\_/IUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
This happened during the regime of the previous Government.
Mavravi MUNAWWAR ALI: Will Government take steps ' to see
th the : : !
T s Sarvip St MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

ToE Hon’BLE MAULAVI - :
When proper time comes. As I have already said, these things were done by

the previous Government. .
SrRyuT PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Will Government please acg
according to the sense of the House regarding the settlement of the Bridge *?
TrE HoN’BLE MAULAVI Saryip S1R MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I
have already said that this was done by the previous Government.
MavrLavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Are we to understand that the present

Government does not approve of this action ?
THE HoN’BLE Mavuravi Sarvip SR MUHAMMAD  SAADULLA :

Our policy is, as far as possible to patronize children of the soil.

Post of the Under-Secretary in Public Works Department

Mauvravi MUHAMMAD MAQ BUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI asked :
102. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge ‘of the Public Works Depart-
ment be pleased to state whether the occupant of the post of the Under-
Secretary -in the Public Works Department is to be a man with technical
qualifications and if it is to be from the Imperial Service ?
103. Is it a fact that all those who occupied this post ‘previous to the
prescnt incumbent were Engincers ?
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104. If the answers to questions 102 and 103 be in the affirmative
will the Government please state why this practice was abandoned anci
instead of an Engineer, a clerk who has no technical knowledge has been
placed in this post ?

105. Do Government propose to fill the post by a man with techni-
cal knowledge ?

Tue Hon’sLE MauLavi Sarvip Sik MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied:
102.—Yes.
103.—For present incumbent, please refer to reply to question 105.
Except for the periods noted below, when the Registrar, Public Works
Department, was placed in charge of the current duties of the Under-
Secretary, Public Works Department, 1n addition to his own duties :—
From—6th May 1915 to 11th june 1915.
7th February 1917 to 24th June 1917.
4th October 1917 to 9th Nove mber 1917.
17th May 1920 to 22nd October 1920.
21st March 1921 to 20th October 1921.
29th June 1932 to 4th July 1932.
1st March 1936 to 8th June 1937.
104.—Owing to dearth of I.S.E. officers, the Registrar, Public Works
Department, was placed in charge of the current non-technical duties of
the Under-Secretary in addition to his own duties. The Registrar is a
gazetted officer belonging to the Assam Provincial Service—(General
Service)—and not a clerk.
105.—The post is now filled by an L.S.E. officer.

Sinking of tube wells in Tahirpur Thana area

MavLavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI asked :

106. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge please state whether Govern-
ment are aware that there is scarcity of water in the area lying under
the foot of the hill in the northern part of the Tahirpur Thana ?

107. If the answer is in the affirmative, do Government propose to
plant tube wells in that locality in order to remove the scarcity in places
where necessary ?

Tae How’BLE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

106.—Yes.
107.—The area has been included in the programme for the sinking of

tube wells undertaken with the special grant received from the Government
of India for rural uplift.

Principal of the Government Madrassa, Sylhet
Mauvravi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI asked :

108. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge please state—
(1) Whether Government first decided that the post of the Prin-
cipal of the Government Madrassa, Sylhet, was to be in the
Assam Education Service class 1 and that the decision of
the Government was published in the Assam Gazette : and
(1t) Whether the present Principal was subsequently ap[;ointed in
class II of the Assam Education Service ?

.

-~
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109. Do Government propose to raise the status of the said
post and appoint the Principal in Assam Education Service class I ?

Tre Hon’BLE SHAMS-UL-ULAMA Maurana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied :

108. (i) and (ii)—When the Assam Educational Service was reorganised
in 1933 the post of Principal, Government Madrassa, Sylhet, was included
in the class I posts, but subsequently for reasons of economy it was abolished
as a class I post and a class II post was sanctioned in its stead.

Mauravi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI:
What was the amount saved annually by abolishing class I course, Sir ?

Tue HoNsLE SHAMS-UL-Urama Maurana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED:
I have not got these figures.

Mauravi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI:
Did Government reduce the status of the Principals of the Murarichand
Clollege and Cotton Clollege for reasons of economy ?

Tre Hon’BLE SHAMS-UL-ULAMA MaurLana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED:
Does that question arise, Sir ?

Tue Hon’sLe THE SPEAKER : It arises.

Tar Hon’sLE SHAMS-UL-ULama Maurana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED:
The answer is : obviously for reasons of economy it was abolished.

Mavravi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI:
Did Government reduce the status of the post of the Principals of the Cotton _

and Murarichand Colleges.
Tre Hon’BLE SHAMS-UL-ULAMA MAULANA ABU NASR MD. WAHEED :

We could not possibly reduce, because the Principals of the Cotton College
and the Murarichand College are in the Indian Educational Service.
They have got contracts with the Secretary of State for India.

Tue Hon'BLE SHAMS-UL-ULaMa Maurana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED :
replied :

3 109.—Yes—in connection with the scheme for the institution of title
classes which has been included in the current year’s budget.

Kuan Saum Mavravi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: Is
the present incumbent, the present Principal of the Madrassa, qualified or
incompetent.

TrE HoN’BLE SHAMS-UL-ULAMA MAuLANA ABU NASR MD. WAHEED :
This is a matter of opinion.

Tur How'sie THE SPEAKER : This is a question of opinion.

Mavravi MUNAWWARALIL: May I submit, Sir, that this question
arises, in this that each particular post has its qualifications laid down. So
it is a question of fact.

: Tae Hon’sLE THE SPEAKER : This is a question of opinion which is
intended to get the answer that the present incumbent is incompetent.

Assessment of taxes in Tura Town

MR. JABANG D. MARAK asked :

- 110. Is it a fact that the assessment of domestic cattle has been
ml’:roduced in the Tura Town, and notin the other towns of the province
with much larger area and population ?

111. Is it a fact that the rates of taxes in the Tura Town are higher
than those levied at Haflong Town. If so, will Government please
lay on the table a statement showing the different rates of taxes levied
on different domestic cattle of these two towns ?
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112. If the answer to 110 above isin the affirmative, do Govern-
ment propose to introduce this tax in all the towns of the Province. and if
so, at what rates ? *

113. Is it a fact that this policy of the Provincial Government of assess-
ing cattle kept within the town areas is contrary to His Excellency Viceroy’s
w.:ltll kgown policy of encouraging to the utmost the keeping of domes¥ic
cattle ?

THE HoN’BLE REV. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

110.—The tax imposed on cattle in Tura Town by the lat
has been abolished gy the present Government. 2 ¢ Government

Mr. JABANG D. MARAK: The original question was regarding
the assessment of domestic cattle in Tura Town. Are you going to recover
the amount from those who have paid for the last 14 months ?

Tue How'sre Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: That question does
not arise. It has not been considered at all.

: hegpgjv'r SIDDHI NATH SARMA: From which date the tax was abo-
is ?

Tae Hon’Bre Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: From t
issue of the order in the ﬂs.;c]zm Gazette. he date of the

Srur SIDDHI NATH SARMA : May I know the date ?

Tue Hon’srLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: I am sorry I have
not got the paper. Every hon. member is supplied with a copy of the
Assam Gazette and the hon. member may find it out from the Gazetfe,

Srijur SIDDHI NATH SARMA : Is the Hon’ble Minister prepared
to answer the question ?

Tae Hon’sie Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: I have already
answered that, Sir.

Tue Hon'sie Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :
111, 112 and 113.—These questions do not now arise,

Laokhoa Road in Nowgong district
Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA asked :

114, Has the attention of the Government been drawn to the
vehicular traffic in the Laokhoa road in the district of Nowgong and the
necessity of its being taken over by the Road Board for shingling the same ?

115. Will Government be pleased to state whether Government has
sanctioned any new scheme of shingling any road in the district of N 1a8
gong during the current year ? ow-

Tae Hon’sLe Mauravi Saivio SIR MUHAMMAD
replied : SAADULLA

114.—Only in so far as that the Nowgong Local B ;
with many other roads in the district, should be taken (:,?,ﬁ ;.ggg_ested, it,
ment under the new Road Improvement Scheme under ong ;‘r Improve-

Sryur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Was any recc;mn-ft tl(:!n. x
made by the Public Works Department for shingling the Laokhoa f{(‘)aéclitlci)ﬁ

the district of Nowgong ?

3
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Tue How’BLE Mauravi Sarvio S MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
This question, in my opinion, does not arise under question No. 114, The
question is “has the attention of the Government been drawn to the vehi-
cular traffic in the Laokhoa road in the district of Nowgong and the neces-
sity of its being taken over by the Road Board for shingling the same.” My
reply is ‘only in so far as that the Nowgong Local Board suggested, it, with
many other roads in the district, should be taken over for improvement
under the new Road Improvement Scheme under consideration.

Srgur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Did the Chief Engineer have
a report about the Laokhoa Road ?

Tue Hon’BLE Mauravi Sarvip Sl MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : 1
have no information.

Tue Hon’sLe Mauravi Sarvip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
replied :

3 115.—No. But many Nowgong schemes are included in the new Road
Improvement Scheme at present under consideration.

Srijur MAHI CHANDRA BORA: May I know from the Hon’ble
Minister how many Nowgong schemes are included in the new Road Im-
provement Scheme ?

Tue HowsrLe Mauravi Sarvip SR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Many Nowgong schemes are included in the new Road Improvement
Scheme, at present are under consideration.

Occupation of Inspection Bungalows by members of Legislature

Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA asked:

116. Will Government be pleased to state whether the members of the
Legislature are entitled to occupy the Inspection Bungalows in rural areas
free of charge when on public duty ?

116.—No.

Srjur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Do Government consi-
der the desirability of allowing the members of the legislatures to occupy.
the Ix;spection Bungalows in rural areas free of charge when on public
duty

- Tue HoN’BLE Mauravi Sarvio Sk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Sir, this matter has engaged my attention after I received notice of question
No. 116, and I am now considering that.

Improvement of communication in the Mikir Villages of
Sibsagar and Nowgong Districts

Srgyur KHORSING TERANG asked :

117. Will Government be pleased to state what steps are being taken

by the Local Government for the im ications i
t . : provement of communications in the
Mikir V1llagc,s of Sibsagar and Nowgong Districts ?

1-T‘;-n-: How'sLe  Mauvravi Saro S MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

117.—1If the hon. member will stat ici i
to which he refers, enquiries wil?,ll)e su«:lagee.xphcﬂly Hepams o,

Sryur KHORSING TERANG : asté %1% (gatsia wata fosse fiea
fea1 area® 3acs! fA594a) :feq 718 wog qfa ApAtT 9q9CIcE Steac ?

THE HoN’BLE Mauravy Sarvip S;)rR - MUHA
. MMAD SAADULLA :
The supplementary question of my hon. friend Srijut Khorsing Terang is

«are the Government aware of i ibes i
e e ex ;
districts of Nowgong and Sibsa.gar " istence of ‘backward tribes in the

My answer to that question is ‘yes’.
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THE HoN’BLE MauLavi Saivip S MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
The hon. member’s question is “has Government taken any steps to improve
the communication in these villages™ ?

TeHE HoNBLE MaurLavi Saivip Sik - MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -
My reply is that I am prepared to enquire what communication is feasible
between the villages if the hon. member explicitly mentions the names
of the villages.

3fd AFATAN AR CUF CAL 9199 A9} €217 91 oA A3t aifest @3B @EtE
F4 (AL 4% (A2 (I9q enquiry FFH )

Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Was any recommendation
made by the Deputy Commissioner of those two districts for the improve-
ment of communication ?

TeE HoN’BLE MauLAvi Sarvib SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -
I am not aware of that, Sir. :

Srijur PURNA CHANDRA S_AR.MA. ¢ Will the Hon’hle Minister
be pleased to enquire if any communication is possible in those villages ?

TeE HoN’BLE MAULAVI SAIYID SIR MU_{*IAMMAD SAADULLA -
I have just now replied to my hpn. friend 'Srgut Khorsing Terang that i'f
he gives the names of terminal villages, I will make an enquiry as to o
communication is possible. 5

Sryjur KRISHNA NATH S_ARMAH_: Will  the Hop
please take the initiative in making enquiry about the cq
roads in Mikir villages ?

Tae HoNBLE MAULAVI SAIYID SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULL A
As the hon. member who represents that locality as well a5 ¢ :
is in a much  better position to know the requirements
particular road or roads in his locality, I am asking for his sug

Srijur PURNA CHANDRA  SARMA : Is there n
agency ?

Tae HoN’BLE Mauravi Sarvib SiR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA .
Yes, Sir, thereis Government agency but local people are bR
position to know the condition and necessity of the Mikir villages. e

’ble Minister
ndition of the

he community
of traffic on a
gestion,

o GOVernment

Re Haj Pilgrimage

Mauravi Dewan  MUHAMMAD  AHBAR
VIDYABINODE asked: CHAUDHUR]

118. Is it a fact that the Haj pilgrims from Assam und
of trouble and suffer much inconvenience at the time Ofe rgr?ﬂ? gll_" cat deal
board the pilgrim ship at Galcutta ? arkation on
119. (a) It so, do Government propose to move Ty S e
to appoint a Haj Officer at Calcutta at least for (he ihfég I;;’c; atl;tho?ulfs
Haj Session to look after the interests of the Haj pilgrims ? nths of the

~t



343

(6) to send arequest to the Government of Bengal to co-opt at
least three members from Assam in the Calcutta Port Haj Committee ?

(c) to request to the Railway Board to grant concession tickets to
Haj pilgrims during the Haj Session ?

(d) to appoint the President of the Khadimul Hujjaj Society as the
Assam Haj Officer as an experimental measure ?

THE Hon’BLE Mauravi Sawvip S MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

G 118.—Government is aware and it is likely, that the intending Haj pil-
grims from Assam find much trouble and inconvenience from the time they
arrive at Galcutta up to their embarkation on the pilgrim ship.

Mauravi DEwan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURI VIDYA-
BINODE : Do Government propose tosend a request to the Govern-
ment of Bengal to co-opt the President of the Khadimul Hujjaj Society
as a member from Assam in Calcutta Port Haj Committee ?

Tae HoN’BLE MauLAvi Sarvib SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -
I will take the suggestion of the hon. member into consideration.

Mavravi DEwan  MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURI VIDYA-
BINODE : Are Government aware of the fact that the Hindu pilgrims
are given Railway concession during their pilgrimage ? If so, will he
kindly consider why this concessions will not be extended to the Haj
pilgrims in India during the Haj Session ?

THE HoN’BLE MavuLavi Sayip SiR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
We are not aware of that, Sir. 'We will enquire from the Railway Board.

Kuan Sanis Mavravi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHUR] - Is
there any Haj Board under the Government of Assam ?

Tue Hon’BLE Mavuravi Sarvip Stk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -
There is none.

Kuan Sams Mauvravi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI :
Ko the pGovcrnment consider the desirability of having a Haj portfolio in

ssam ? :

T}_m HDN’BI:.E MAU_LAVI SA.IYID SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -
There is no Haj portfolio evenin Bengal which has gota port for the
pilgrims, though they have got a Port Haj Committee.

SRIJUT PURN{& CHANDRA SARMA : Wil the Hon’ble Minister
p@eas.e state what is the number of the pilgrims that go annually on
pilgrimage ?

Tue How’BLe MauLvi Sarvio Sk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
That question does not arise, Sir (laughter).

l‘TéIE Hon’BLE MAuLAvi  Sarvi SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied : :

119. (a)—Government do not propose to appoint a Haj Officer for
Assam at Calcutta in view of the fact that there is already a Port Haj
Commgttce gn.(}alcu[ta to look after the pilgrims and our Provincial Haj
Gommu_:tee 18 1n close touch with that body. Moreover, such an appoint-
ment will mean additional cost to the Province.

(6)—Government are prepared and will approach Government of
ﬁfngal to co-opt, at least one member from Assam resident in Calcutta, in
¢ Port Haj Committee, :

: (0)--G0_Vf:rnment have no information whether in any other part
of the country railway concessions are allowed to Haj pilgrims. They wll
enquire from the Railway Board and then decide their course of action.

(d)—Does not arise, in view of reply to (a).

Mauvravi MUNAWWARALI: Did Government make an estimate

of cost for appointing a Special Haj Officer ?
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Tee Hon’Bre Mauravi Sawm S;ir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Yes, Sir. Ifa Haj Officeris to be appointed for Assam at Calcutta for
the benefit of the pilgrims from Assam, it will mean an additional cost
to the province. I have not gone through the actual figure but I know
that the Assistant Shipping Master at Calcutta is in charge of the
pilgrims and he, as far as I know, draws a pay of about Rs, 1,000 per
month. (a wvoice—one thousand a month ?)

MavrLavi MUNAWWARALI : Can he not be appointed at least
for three months in a year specially during the Haj Session ?

T HoNBLE Mauravi Saryip S;IR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -
If we are to appoint a Haj officer, we cannot appoint him for a period
only, but we will have to appoint him for the whole year.

TIME LIMIT FOR GENERAL DISCUSSION OF THE BUDGET

Tee How’BLe THE SPEAKER : Order, order. Now the hon. mem-
bers are to begin General Discussion of the Budget. As I asked the
hon. members to come to an agreement as to the time to be taken up by
each of the parties and also the date on \.yhu:h ‘partlcular meml?crs want to
speak, I have been supplied with a chart in wlnch_ I find that it has been
settled amongst the parties that to-day should be given to the United Moslem
Party, to the Independents and to the Progressive Party. The Independents
are to begin the discussion and they'are to continue upto 1 p.m., and from
2 p.um., the United Moslem Party will continue up to 3 p.m., and the rest of
the tir,nc to be given to the members of the Progressive Party. On Mor}day
the Congress Party would take up the discussion fron_1 12 am., and continue
upto 1 P.u., and from 3 p.M. to 4 p.M., and the United Moslem Party from
2 pM to3PM,and 4 p.M. to 5PM. On the 10th the Congress Party
would take up 3 .M. to 5 p.m., and the United Moslem Party from 2 p.u,
to 3 p.M,, the European Party from 12-30. P.M. to 1 p.m. The 12th should
be given to the Ministers for their replies because hon. ‘members know that
on the 12th we shall have only 1 hour and when five Ministers are to speak
that hour should be given to them. So this is the arrangement.

Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTT: On a point of order, Sir. We think
9th was fixed for the Independent and not Tuesday, the 10th.

TaeE Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : Mr. Hockenhull told me it was Tues-
day, the 10th. )

Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: We have gotno time on the 10th,
o Mauravi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY: May I know, Sir, what
time has been fixed for the Moslem League Party ?

Tue Hon’sLE THE SPEAKER : I notice that Moslem League Party
has not becn given any place. I think they are to begin the discussion
to-day. 2P.M. to 3 p.M. has been given to the United Moslem Party and
3 P.M. 05 P.M,, to the members of the Progressive Party and the Moslem
League Party.

. Tue How'sre Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : That is not correct,
Sir. Yesterday we arranged that each party will get a portion of the time
for each day and Progressive Party should get 20 minutes to-day, 30 minutes
on the 9th and 30 minutes on the 10th.,

Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: The

: time fixed for Independent
Party was 30 minutes on Monday.

e
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Mauvravt ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY : That is not valid ?

Tre Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER: Order, order. We may begin the dis-
cussion to-day.

Mauravi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY : Sir, I do not agree to
the arrangement. I was not present in the meeting. I thought it would sit
to-day. I came at 10-30 a.m., but did not find anybody.

THE HoN’BLE THE SPEAKER : Will the hon. member please suggest to
me what time he requires ?

Mavravi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY : Sir, can you give us two
hours out of these days ?

Tue HoxN’sLE THE SPEAKER: I am afraid two hours is too much for
a party of 10. The European Group consisting of the same number as the
Moslem League Party are taking only half an hour. You may take one
hour.

Mauravi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY : One and half hours, Sir.

Tue Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : No, this will curtail the time of other

arties.
3 Mauravt ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY: One and quarter hour,
then,

THE HoN’BLE THE SPEAKER : (Laughing). No the bargain is closed
and the Hon’ble Member’s party would get only one hour., (laughter).

Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: We want half an houy on Monday,
Sir.

Mauravi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY : May I know, Sir, which
day you have allotted to the Moslem League members. Will you distribute
them in 3 days ? -

Tue Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : What is the hon. member’s suggestion ?

MauvrLavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY : - We leaye it to you, Sir.

Tre How’BLE THE SPEAKER : You may take one hour to-day, -

Mavuvravi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY : No, Sir, leave it on the

9th.

Tue HoN’BLE THE SPEAKER: But the time on the 9th has been
allotted to other parties,

Mavravi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY: I suggest to-day, to-
morrow and day after. ”

Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: Will you give us some time to-day ?

Tue HoN’BLE THE SPEAKER : Order, order. If no agreement is ar-
rived at I will fix the time for each party and the procedure T shali lay down
will be followed.

Tue HONBLE MAULAVI SAIvID SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
ThatS is the Sbﬁs)t Sﬁff?\?ﬁmﬂlt’ Sir. '

RIJUT TH SARMA : Sir, in paragraph 3 at page 8 of the

Memorandum on Budget Estima

year].{.937ﬁ38, is the gégtlre TRs.SlthS3 ocfortrléit(:;rovernment %% Asanyifonathe

Al DAHADUR PROMODE .

e S;Imtary, b CHANDRA DATTAL: (L g the
THE HON’BLE THE SPEAKER: You : s
Tre HoN’BLE MAuLAvVI Sarvid Sin %ﬁ%&% E%%men

cannot say an}”thlng offthand but I will look up the figure s o
THE HON’BLE THE SPEAKER : The Hon’ble Minister .

hand. He will have to look into the figures and give th inf asnatialt

DYARRAL DISCUSSION OF THE, BU b mation required.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERTEE: Sir,as 1 losk i e
RS-3534‘8:000 shown as the estimated receipts f’ oA 1
during the year 193738 it s €1pts Irom the provincial Excise

cCurs to me to ask what will be the financial fate
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of Assam if these undesirable receipts continue to go down and down till
they disappear as they should do in the course of next few years. There is no
prospect of the expansion of the provincial revenues under the principal
heads such as land revenue, stamps and registration after the enhancement
resulting from the recent resettlement proceedings and the Stamp and Court
fees Amendment Acts. And the receipts under other principal heads of reve-
nue are likely to remain quite stationary as before evenif they do not go
down which is not unlikely. How are we then to meet the increased and
increasing cost of the top heavy provincial autonomy which we have all
assembled here to work out. None of us certainly think of approaching the
people for further taxation and the only way open to us is to find out means
and ways of retrenchment in the existing cost of administration. Comparing
the figures of 1933-34 and 1937-38 we shall find that the cost of general
administration has increased from Rs.24,80,000 to Rs.33,03,000 and that of
police has increased from Rs.27,17,000 to Rs.31,82,000. Sir, the policy that
prevention is better than cure should have been adopted in respect of this
particular head of expenditure. Sir, the total budgeted expenditure from
the revenues of the Government of Assam for thc. year 1937-38 is shown to
Rs.2,82,48,000 ; thus we find that general administration and Police con-
sume a little less than a quarter of the total cxpenditure.  This, in my hum-
ble opinion, is not a very wise disposition of the public money. For years
past people have insisted upon economy, and retrenchment committees
appointed by the Government, have also recommended economy in various
directions. It pains me Very much to find that the authorities responsible
for the budget have shown no anxiety for cconomy in the cost of adminis-
tration such as is absolutely necessary in the interests of good Government.
Rupees 2,26,000 shown as the excess of revenue over ezfpendxture from reve-
nue is as I have already stated a most uncertain figure liable to be disproved
by the very probable and desirable reduction of the excise revenue. I for
myself find it difficult to rejoice over this estimated balance in the hands of
n’ble Finance Minister. =
the II;I(s)eemS that the Government have been all along living beyond their own
means. The Government of India was pleased to write off debts contracted
prior to the 1st of April 1936 and the :total relief thus obtained exceeds two
crores. But inspite of this there remains a deficit of R§,45,73’.000 at the end
of the year 1936-37 an d we are calle.d upon to cover thl‘s deficit by loan from
the open market. Add to this the habqlty of the province to the extent of
Rs.90,00,000 under the head.Sta.te Prox_rjglcnt Fu.nds. I do not know what
arrangement the Hon’ble Finance Mmlstfar will n:xake to get out of this
indebtedness as aforesaid. While referring to this amount the Hon’ble
Finance Minister in his budget spc_ech has asked the hon. members of this
House not to stagger at the enormity of the figures. I do not know whether
the hon. member cherishes any idea in his .mmd tl}&t in future there will be
again some sort of change and the province will be thus relieved of this
burden. However we cannot hont’:stly take the matter as such, There is no
denying the fact that this is a deficit and we are morally bound to make it
up, sooner or later. e
Reading together the accounts of the provincial and capital revenues we
find that there is a closing balance of Rs.35,06,000 after deducting the total
expenditure of Rs.4,80,14,000 from the total receipts under hoth heads of
Rs.5,15,20,000. Of this balance we are bound to retain unspent the amount
of Rs.13,00,000 as the normal treasury balance of Assam and Rs.5,00,000 in
the form of credits in the Reserve Bank and Rs.4,00,000 as the unspent
balance of the grants made by the Government of India for the economic
development of rural areas, etc. I have already dealt with the uncertain

S
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character. of the balance of Rs.2,26,000: included. in, the said balance of
Rs.35,06,000 and the rest of the said:balance is also : earmarked as: deposits,
cte. which is repayable according.to the statement. ©“ C >’—capital expendi-
ture of the Government.

The result is that the province will be left with no balance upon which
we can build any hope of achievement in any. of the nation-building
departments.

Coming to.the proportion of voted and charged money on the expendi-
ture side we find that the expenditure from  the. provincial revenues
Rs.2,22,88,000 is voted and Rs.46,05,000 charged money, and in- the total
expenditure of both the  capital and the provincial revenue: we find that
Rs.2,28,84,000 is voted and Rs.2,37,73,000 charged money out .of a total
expenditure of Rs.4,80,14,000 (excluding Rs.13,57,000" the. budgeted
expenditure for excluded areas).

Sir, I shall conclude after, a - short reference to the new scheme
foreshadowed. in the budget. A paltry sum- of Rs.1,500. has.been- provided:
for the establishment of the Training Farm for the unemployed educated
youths and-I.am afraid from my perusal of the note in the remarks: column
that the Surma Valley people williget no share of the same: Then we find
a provision of Rs.2,000 for the establishment of ‘Agricultural. Colonies, and
it is proposed to spend these amounts in.the form of loans to: youths who
will be required to.cultivate the land for genuine agricultural: purposes to
reside;upon the leased lands and. to give their own. labour to the. venture.
Then we find a provision of Rs.10,000 as a grant to the Village Development
Fund for village reconstruction and uplift.. All that I can say is.that these
provisions-bear no proportion  to the urgency of the needs of the nation
which lives-in the villages: and. to. the gravity of the economic. difficulties
which our educated unemployed youths. are daily. fighting for their. very.
existence.. Let us hope that our Ministers will lose no time in formulating
a really beneficial scheme for. giving: relief to the needy villagers and. the
unemployed educated .youths. >

Sir, the major portion. of the revenue comes from the masses, but what
has been done for them ? How much meney has been reserved for their
uplift ? In myhumble opinion, Sir, thei most vital problem before us is
the - all-round improvement . of the masses; . but alas,. very little has been
allotted for them.

In my humble opinion, Sir, these problems -ought to have been upper-
most in the minds of the budget-makers in preference to any other :things.
in the list of new schemes, which might wait for some time more, and in
this view of the matter I shall not touch upon them here but propose- to-
deal with them when the demands.for grants will be made.

Sir, . I. am a novice in the budget discussion, and it is not unlikely that
I may have been mistaken in my appreciation of the budget disposition of
the provincial money. It is- farthest from my mind to be hostile to our
M'mgstcrs frpm the very beginning, and I remain in the hope that. our
Ministers will spare no pains to act up to the wishes of the people and
win gratitude of all in due course of time by the efficiency of their
administration.

Mauravi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY : Sir, I regret, 1 cannot

‘congratulate the Hon’ble Finance Minister or the Ministry, over the

budget-that has been introduced this year. Of all the new Provincial
Governments, the Assam Ministry was conspicuous for the discreet silence,
that they maintained over their policy and programme. When recerntly,
Sir, the Government convened a conference of the Departmental Heads
and'experts with much spublicity and propaganda, the public expected that
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a comprehensive and constructive programme. The
'gltfgﬁ?%l;ieﬁrgi:icgusly for It?he publication of the budgct,dbut‘ ciiheydwgze
doomed to disappointment. Mountain was in labour an tpx? léce g
proverbial mouse. This the budgetis a typlca_lly bureaucra 1cf budget é_m
follows the tradition of its predecessors. There is bankx}*uptcy ol new i }Lla,
bankruptcy of constructive statcsmansl—_up. Tt e\{arllcs the vxta(t:l _Issues that
affect the masses, and I would say, Sir, that this is a very 1sappointing
budget that has been produced by the Ministry under the new Constitution.

Sir, the most important and urgent problem that should have engaged
the attention of the Ministry is the problem of mass education, the prfgblem
of removing illiteracy from our country. ‘The ess'e:ntlal pre-requisite of rural
uplift is the educational uplift of the masses. qury Improvement, every

5 depends upon that. Whether we want to improve agriculture b
Progr(‘:izss,_ epeOdern methods or machinery, whether we want to tackle the
mtrigl lrﬁlgig iII]Iilethdl’lCSS, through the co-operative movement, or whcther.we
&ra?nt io improve public health by imprqved knowledge of hygiene and sanita
tion, everywhere we are confronted with that great obstacle, the obstacle
of tl',le illiteracy of our masses, .and_ that ol?stacle must be b}‘oken, if pro-

is to be achieved in any direction. Sir, Government will no doubt say
gressI ly emphasising the obvious problem and that the Government is
that : antq g?t){lc pxl-:)bfcm, that they are alive to their _responsibility and
l(;g,%:m?gvided Rs.50,000 recurring for primary education. The H?ﬂ’ble
A told us yesterday that ten lakhs were al[ot.teq for primary
Chief MmIStel: DI ould submit most respectfully that this is not a ques-
e.ducatlon. el money and more schools. The question is complicated
tion merely of mo;:e et e An RO o DTS T
by the pI‘ObIc:;'I‘lP oblic Instruction in his report last year says that 80 per
The Du'ectorO. 111 e the primary schools before the course Is completed,
cent. of oué: b(}?s ?gvrcss of literacy and the mctl_mc! of spending money s
This retar Istlgs% 3% the Government made a similar grant of Rs.40,000
wasteful. g d ﬂand the Director also sal_d in his report that several local
to the locgldoaf f‘]'se the money. They did not know what to do with it
boardg failed to utili t is handing over Rs.503000 to ;he local boards to
and stl_ll the G0vernm§n T tastorolls WAy e T N F o MR
spend in a haphazafilf': a well thought out _scheme dealing comprehensive]
Ministry is tglprfilz)f mass education and with the problem of stagnation ang
w::sl; ;;:i]:lﬂ:hecg}imary stages and lay down definite line of advance, by
w.
es, if necessary. _ .
stage;,_lf nI refcr};e d to the bankruptcy of constructive ideas. Thay
IT, is nowhere more evident than in the fe'ul.ure of the Mm:stry S
bankruptcy }llsa scheme. The Hon’ble Chief Minister told us yesterday
rodulce ggvernment was relying on the ant{dil}w:.an Primary EdUCati0n
that;rﬁ said that they could not take the initiative. Thjs allotment of
ﬁg.tS0,000 for Primary Education in myfop;]nlon 1S a mere stunt and _it 1S no
contribution towards the progress of the movement for removing the
illiteracy in the country.

Then, Sir, there is another problem on which I want to say a few
words. Itis about the rural 1ndebtednqss. The Assam Banking EHCIUiry
Committee calculated that the volume of agricultural debt in our province
amounts to Rs.22 crores. T'hat was in thc_year 192{.]-29, Because of Hepres
sion the situation has considerably 'deteymrated since. I want to knoy
what the Government proposes to do in thlg matter. The Co-operative move.
ment has failed to mitigate the hardship. Instead of emancipating the
agriulturists from the clutches of the money-lenders, hecause of the initia]

.
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mistake made in starting co-operative societies on unsound lines, the exten-
sion of the movement has resulted in the raiyat being further enmeshed .in
debt. Cheap credit was made available to the agriculturists but they had
no conception of the co-operative principles and they went on borrowing
money beyond their capacity to repay and used it for unproductive purposes.
The result has been, as the Registrar pointed out in his report that as many
societies are going into liquidation as are being newly started. It sounds
paradoxical but the fact remains that instead of alleviating, the co-ope-
rative movement has aggravated the problem of rural indebtedness. :

Last year an Act was passed called the Debt Conciliation Act to relieve
the debtors from their burden and Rules have been framed under that Act.
The Hon’ble Chief Minister in his speech made reference to that A
may be mistaken, Sir, but I looked through all the pages of the bulky volume
and I could not find any provision for the establishment of a Debt Concilia-
tion Board, I hope Government do not intend to make it a dead letter.

The only other point that T want to deal with is the Public Health.
About Public Health, I think it will be generally admitted that any Govern-
ment sensible of its responsibility for the welfare of the masses would have
made a determined effort for the improvement of the Public Health and
hygiene of the province. Every year, Sir, innumerable people die of prevent-
ible diseases like malaria, small-pox and cholera. But the medical provi-
sion made for these in this province is the scantiest. There are numerous
villages where there is not one single dispensary within the radius of many a
mile. Yet in this surplus budget we have no provision for a single addi-
tional dispensary. What the Government propose to do is to give some
doles to private medical practitioners and the amount budgeted for the
purpose is very much less than what has been thrown into that pond at
Sibsagar. The surplus money has been squandered on fancy projects.
There are items like starting Unions in Nalbari for filling pits at Palashbari
for giving grants for typewriting school at Gauhati-—Schools the like of ik
are to be found now-a-days in every street corner. But no money is made
available for such an important project like the Sylhet Medical School. If
the school were started, it would have produced scores of medical men
every year. These doctors would have spread themselves in villages and
ministered to the needs of suffering humanity. But no provision has been
made for the purpose.

Not only that, we all expected that under the popular Ministry the
grant under nation-building departments in Public Health and Medical
would increase. But I find that under several sub-heads the grant has actual-
ly been reduced. I give you a few instances. The number of Sub-Assistant
Surgeons who are in charge of dispensaries has been reduced from 125 to 122.
When, Sir, in our province one child in every six dies in its infancy there
was provision for 12 dhayees and nurses to serve the needs of the province;
even that has been reduced by one. The most surprising thing is that the
patients have been robbed of their diet. In the revised estimate of 1936-37,
Rs.35,000 was spent for the provision of diet for patients. This amount has
been reduced to Rs.32,000. Then again the grant for public health
purposes has been fictitiously swelled by including the grant of Rs.1,75,000
from_ the Government of India. If that sum is deducted thc grant for
public health purposes stands at Rs.21,000 as against Rs.52,000 revised
estimate last year. They have reduced also the grants for epidemic
diseases. For epidemic diseases in the year 1935-36, the actual amount
spent was Rs.2,31,000. This year the budget provides a sum of Rs.57,000.
Then again, Sir, medical stores for epidemic diseases and epidemic units have
also been cut down. In the budget estimate for 1936-37 a provision of
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"R5:49,000' was made for'medical stores for ‘epidemic diseases. But this year
‘the estimate is Rs.45,000. For medical stores for ‘Epidemic. Units in - the
revised estimates for 1936-37 the amount was Rs.14,000. It has been
reduced to Rs.6;000.

Sir, even'the Ministers of the much-abused beauracratic system of
Government were more sympathetic to suffering humanity than our popular
ministry. One of the increases that T find is'in ‘the ‘grant for the Mental
Hospital in Tezpur. If, Sir, this budget is'an index, T think that iincrease is
probably justified.

Basu LALIT MOHAN KAR : Sir, at the very outset, I must ~frankly
«confess that the financial position of our province as, disclosed in ‘the Budget
statement for the year 1937-38, has disappointed me. According  to ‘the
statement, as presented to the Assembly, the total receipts from revenue
heads amount to rupees two crores eighty-four lakhs seventy-four thousands
and the total expenditure from revenues to two crores eighty-two'lakhs ‘forty
eight thousand, leaving a balance of rupees two lakhs twenty-six 'thousand
in hand. If this balance could be taken as‘indicative of the real position of
the province, we would have been filled with some hope for ‘the future. 'But
that is not to be, as the real state of things is otherwise.

We are told that the figure on the receipt side under the head “Stamps’
includes an amount of rupees two lakhs fifty thousand which is expected
as. additional revenue due to enhanced stamp rates under the Assam

~Stamps. and Court-fees (Amendment) Acts, 1936, The Assembly need
hardly be told how this additional taxation was liked or disliked by the
people of the province. The small balance of rupees two lakhs twenty-six
thousand shown.as excess of revenue over expenditure from revenues, would
have been at once wiped off rendering the budget a deficit one, if the people
were not forced to bear this additional taxation, only for the purpose of
meeting the cost of the top-heavy administration. Like the additional
stamp revenues, the estimated receipt of a lakh of rupees from ‘the progres-
sive enhancement of land revenue as the result of re-settlement in certain
districts, is anything but welcome to the people. It appears that Excise
revenue from opium, wine and ganja still stands at rupees thirty-five lakhs
forty-cight thousand to.the utter shame and -discredit of both the ‘Govern-
ment and the people of Assam. We all know that when a man. attempts to
commit suicide, he is punished by the Government. But what do we find
here > Here thousands of . men and women are committing suicide inch by
inch by taking opium, wine and ganja, but both the Government -and the
people are condoning it on receipt of hush-money, as it were, in the shape
of Excise revenue.  Is it too much to expect that the Hon’ble :Ministers and
the peoples’ representatives in the legislature will spare no pains -to get rid
of this tainted revenue from the receipt side of the next budget ?

Looking backward, we find that the year 1936-37 «closed with a  deficit
of rupees forty-six lakhs seventy-eight thousand ‘and the Government . will
have to cover this.amount by raising loan in the open market, as advised
by 'the Hon’ble Finance Minister. It is hardly any eonsolation,. to us.that
the Government of India will grant a short term ‘loan-to coyer ithe 1said
deficit till 'such itime as the Assam'Government is able ‘to float a loan in
the  open ‘market. This is not all. The Hon’ble Finance Minister ..points
out a further liability taken over by ‘the ‘present. Government - of Tupees
ninety lakhs on account of State Provident Funds, and it is not athall
clear from the ‘budget statement  how - this Liability - will be ‘met from
provincial revenues, I shall be much obliged if the ‘Hon’ble: Finance
Minister will kindly further enlighten me in ‘the matter.



351

Sir, ‘thus, judging the statement of'the provincial revenues. and. sexpen-
diture by themselves, independently of the capital revenues and expendi-
ture, I' find nothing: to cheer ‘myself up in the present and -prospective
ifinancial “position  of the province There was a deficit-in‘.the :past,
there is a deficit in the present and there will be a.deficit in..the
future ; and without claiming to be.a prophet I .make bold .to.say
that, unless drastic measures for retrenchment are enforced. without.-de-
lay, ‘the Ministers' may find themselves reduced to the plight of .imposing
fresh taxation or'by borrowing, for no. other -purpose than for daily adminis-
tration. I will mention some amongst.many.of the directions.in which public
opinion has urged economy in administrative expenditure, ziz., (1) Abolition
of the two Commissionerships ; (2) Reduction in the salaries. of Ministers.and
their establishment ; (3) Reduction in-the pay of the- officers .of ‘the: Rublic
Service Commission ; (4) Abolition of the posts of Assistant and Deputy
Superintendents of Police ; (5) Abolition of the posts of Assistant Inspectors

.of Schools.

- Sir, ‘now turning to the.capital vrevenues 3a1d capital expenditure, we
‘find  that the former is rupees 'two-crores eight lakhs forty-six thousand..and.
the latter rupees one crore ninety-seven lakhs sixty-six: thousand. .. Thus
here the excess of revenues over  ‘expenditure is rupees ten lakhs. eighty
thousand. But the capital revenues ‘are -in'the nature .of deposits.and
.advances, not at all like the provincial revenues with which the Assembly
is mainly concerned for the prosperity of the province and the savings
therefrom means nothing but balance kept in deposit (to be spent for speci-
fied purpose in the near future). So we cannot count upon ‘these savings for
the transaction of our ordinary business of administration.

The total receipts from provincial and capital revenues taken; together
appear ‘to.be rupees four crores ninety-three lakhs ‘twenty ‘thousand. | Add-
ing to this the opening balance of rupees twenty-two lakhs, .the grand total
stands at rupees five crores fifteen lakhs 'twenty thousand. = Deducting. from
it‘the total expenditure, both provincial and capital, i e., Tupees four. crores
eighty lakhs fourteen thousand, the closing balance has ‘heen.shown.to..be
rupees thirty-five.lakhs six thousand. = ‘This figure is made up of the opening
:balance, the savings from the capital revenues and the excess of revenue
.over expenditure from revenues, as aforesaid. The -opening balance is no-
thing but a:gift from the Government of India to enable the Government of
Assam to make a start, of. which rupees thirteen lakhs will serve as funds
dor the mormal treasury balance, .and rupees five laks as funds for ‘the
minumum bank balance to be maintained with the Reserve Bank by our
Government the balance of rupees four lakhs being the unspent balance of
the grant ‘previously made by the Government .of India: for the economic
'deV'&lOpment of rural' areas. + Thus the only tamount . thatwill :be: awvailable
for ordinary administrative purposesin. future-is:rupees - two lakhs twentyssix
‘thousand, previded -the budget estimates prove correct ;-but .to..all :intents
and purposes, this small balance :may:bewell left out of consideration.

Sir, with the advent-of ithe new Constitution we expected that there
would - be a change -of \policy . and the : legislature would have subs-
stantial control over -the. finances of the province. . But the budget state-
ment shows that out of a total budgeted expenditure of rupees four
crores eighty lakhs fourteen thousand as much as rupees two' crores
fifty-one lakhs ‘thirty = ‘thousand, i.e., ‘more ‘than 50 per=centi of ‘the
total, is'‘beyond the * voting powers -of the Assembly. And -mis.'supplleaathe
correct mecasure of provincial autenemy. ' In this eonnection dnsheuld
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like to draw the attention of the Assembly to the fact that as much as
rupees thirty-seven thousand five hundred out of the fund obtained from
the Government of India for economic development of rural areas has been
budgeted as discretionary grant by the Governor, the Ministers and the
Commissioners. The rest of the money will be spent by different depart-
mental authorities without assigning any share to the Local Boards of the
province upon which the responsibility for rural uplift mainly rests. The
apprehension arises naturally in the minds of the people, if the Government
are not preparing to compel the people to tax themselves, whether in the
form of increased local rates or in other ways, for meeting their manifold
needs. The people in the permanently settled areas have protested in vain
against the doubling of local rates, but it was all a cry in the wilderness,
and the Government made no secret of their policy of asking the Local
Boards to shift for themselves.

Our villagers will not- be pleased certainly to be told that a paltry sum
of Rupees ten thousand has been budgeted for village re-construc tion, rupees
fifty thousand for expansion of primary education and rupees one thousand
ﬁve'hundred fora training farm for unemployed educated youths. As
against this, we find a sum of rupees thirty-four thousand one hundred
and thirty is being spent for the re-construction of a residential building for
the Superintendent of Police at Dhubri.

The budgeted expenditure for 1937-38 on General Administration shows
an increase of about nine lakhs over that in 1933-34, and on Police the
increase during the same period comes up to about four lakhs. I doubt if
the Assembly will be convinced of the propriety of this liberal expenditure
under the heads aforesaid, in view of the ridiculous sums allotted on some
of the important new schemes in the nation-building departments. How I,
wish that the Hon’ble Ministers had seen their way to hold out_some hopes
to the people of Sylhet for the establishment of a Medical School at Sylhet
in response to the popular demands for the last decade. And I honestly
believe that sufficient money can be made available by adopting measures of
economy in different directions as indicated above.

Sir, the policy of the Government as disclosed in the Budget estimates
can be summed up in the Bengali saying “i74%% =93 ”. The Go-
vernment is somehow dragging on its existence as of old. No attempt has
been made towards retrenchment, without recourse to which it is not
possible to do anything substantial ; neither has any provision been made

for the amelioration of the masses which compose the bulk of the popu-
lation of this province.

Srijur RABI CHANDRA KACHARI: SirI come from a commu-
nity of this Province which up till this time was unrepresented in the legis-
lature. So at the outset, I express, on behalf of my community, our deep
gratitude for this right which we have received under this new Constitu-
tion of Provincial Autonomy from the British Parliament.

We are, Sir, not only living in backward tracts but we are backward
in every respect. In the midst of such unfavoura.b}e circumstances the
little progress we have made educationally or otherwise has not been yet
recognised.

This is to my mind partly due to our own inability and partly due to
indifference of our more fortunate brethren and to want of proper encour-
agement at the hands of Government.
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5 But I am glad to inform this House that our people once ruled in this
rovince in the long past though their present condition is so deplorable.
forco"ﬁl‘ our community is helping the British Government as the members

%ethe community have enlisted themselves in the Military and Police

Sacll?;lﬁrmcllcms at present. And no body can deny the fact that some of them

5 otcce‘ their lives at the time of the Great War in their service at Me-

bep {_mla for the interests of the Government. But our service for the

neit of the country and of the Government was not considered so long.

o sk owever I must admit that the angle of vision of our community and

bt 'ft advanced brethren of other communities and that of the Govern-

nt has changed to a great extent, and we have found or forced a place into

& corner of their heart. We are grateful for this attitude also. Now we are

thankfu] that we have representatives in this Provincial Assembly to repre-

sent our legjtimate rights which were so long ignored and overlooked. In
this hope, Sir, I now rise to speak a few words on behalf of my community

n the particular and it is hoped that cold sympathy will not be shown to-

wards me, in this Budget session of the Assembly .

We wish to have an equal share in the services of which we were S0
long deprived. I am sorry to say that none of our tribal communities has
found a place in the Provincial Civil Service of the Government though
there are more than a dozen graduates praying for generous favour of the
Government. :

_ In the regime of the previous Government, I know, Sir, there was a
circular that some 16 per cent. of appointments in the Provincial services:
must come to the tribal pcople, but there has not been a single appointment
In this service from the tribal people of the plains. I would draw the atten-
tion of the Government to the fact that our tri!Jal peoples of thP p}ains should
get a due share of representation in the district and the provincial services.

I am glad to hear that the Hon’ble Minister of Education has granted
some amount in the budget for the improvement of primary -education in
the rural areas. Sir, I consider that it will be my duty fo demand a ‘share
of it specially for the improvement of the backward communities for giving
them primary and secondary education. Specially I draw the attention of
the Government to the Kokrajhar High School in the northern part of the
district of Goalpara which has been started in a central place of the back-
ward tribal areas by the poor backward tribal people themselves mainly for
the benefit of the backward tribal people. I hope that the Government will
distribute a sufficient grant from the provisions in the budget of 1937-38 for
the said Kokrajhar High English school. ;

I should tell the Government that we have neither a good road system
nor an adequate supply of water in our rural areas. This is, T think, due to
having a very few members in our Local Boards to represent our grievances
properly. Sir, I request that anadequate grant specially to our com.
munity may be made to improve our roads and water-supply.

In many Locel Boards, Sir, we have practically no representatives. We
want representation in the Local Boards according to population basis. At
the same time we want separate eclectorates and not joint electorates, I
think this is not an unreasonable demand. )

In another matter, Sir, I want to draw the attention of the Govern-
ment to the special scholarships that are now given to the Scheduled and
backward students for secondary education. We want that these scholarships
should be given separately to each class. We want also a similar treatment
in the Berry-White Medical School to reserve some scholarships at least
for our backward trii.al students. i : }



354

T find that: Government has: proposed: to. make ‘an. experiment: to
establish 'some-modeli villages in every district: One such village: might
veryrusefully be attempted in rather a backward area: like Baska in my
district: . As‘regards village reconstruction, Sir, we are very anxious: to see
some- of our villages get a share of useful institutions such as village au-
thorities ‘and - co-operative societies.

These are some of the demands of our community. But, Sir, I am
happy to find that" there will be some surplus in the budget this year.
This will' possibly  enable the Government to carry on some of the nation
building projects gradually which the village life of our country so pressingly
demands. Sir, the condition of the raivats is really very deplorable. They
are handicapped in various ways. These difficulties like paying land reve-
nue, rural indebtedness, natural calamities from which they suffer every
year.require the greatest attention ‘at the present moment.

Lastly, I appeal to the House and to the Government to render us
adequate facilities and help in order to achieve equal position in economic
and educational: progress and thereby enable us to play our part in the
affairs of: the administration of the province.

Sryur KARKA DALAY MIRI: aAAm Aetdafs arzied, wifg sas
fam wAY FEEAT dAfagsa Q@ Jte AAfa 4F eeFiaa wiffq A ATag
4 g TAF-S13. @2 AS[S A slagea et fal A Seut-q =Wfgapsn
w3 afef fi qac- =m% 73(@ 9535 FO@Sl TARE| | @ I®IAY
A wrApH @ qBeF S AL WHIA AFAY (FLBA FABIY Ao
SIT a3 ASTE @AF (A TG (AT 0T f6T 2T |

mara Asiife scamE, A Self ffa stas A E waw sdoes
oy 1 B& a3 afe 7 AR @YEaNa @93 I WF T s
svaq efefafd febica =A% SARABT AR FFEE’ AF Betfr Ay
Aaa afwasga faata fosihl FMABAT 512132 Ao qv fafowRa (g
fates et qea 512 @fd fex 3fa afexrfe fr 5 atqla winfe w3t
ce&faa @fs afaza TR | :

Bose 957 fafsams @F@ﬂ"ﬁi W AT FeH | @ AT WA SHfgapeg
SGHFAE WA 5N TR SAG[AR TN Ly VNG A Ay wyfa,
selps AT AMS (NANE IFIA IZfA 61178 431 7N Frasy
4 sifF g @std i AR onam zfem) 3 a1 vy 533 SEtfsis
feapsie 7ZFN1A AFII) stfeR fafe dtasy w3 Y q'i‘ fr oify cAeatal
PefEer) o AR A9 IRIT @IS (ARG AT - waderg) Saf ﬁﬁ
AT, THIAA. i i 2fen 1 sf IR foFotw Azgata - wwrsix fafa
apyes (TN TSR @R Stas) A6 0wy cfi foa tefgm | ex
At wife (FTAT AT A0 AR 7T S Jwe #wga 5o 3251
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afa gteT sifr fml Cafea | @zea wife =swaw frwg 43t gaml #if
foig fafa algs @dqe =Aq JATABY +G5@ ATCa AoIiGE IR Afg |
quz ifs @7 pamga Afs P @3 fqajs GAIIA @) S FGAR
rFaq (T1ES | @ifE c¥33l AwEa A9l st e o a9zl A «f1 ffaea
Fidife 3B AFcal gz wSEAF | crgatal CiRiE A3 AT H3-
APBE (F23] AFIA A3l (Il a9 $R @@ A6 A 53 AR A FE AT
AT fava ghe Azd torR wiel® f¥al =i AW P cwfears
FG61at qaca coifEe (316 e@e Sfbs fAsia Aef 4% ferwea calfem
et = @ 3a | ([Fgata 5ze fAs® sfiv3 epd s e Aats =iy
sifatate a@te @zt ciigine {393 477 22 SR afag | 3%
s fafd qfas edas ool yyEl 9ifs ARG | 9T IRYER 3N
47 AR gz [tlh7 =sta fra fea @6 12 @fes =wte  stagig
IEAT AFAT RAT 953 WBRA AN A1 Fiqd cafer Rsrs
=33 atfitig 1 Bafg Safae fWfka «mid 199 CTRRiAl Lidtaly AF 29
Tga | fafa Aeme (Al AFERR 3T AMANTLE B IWI +Rez I
«faq /I3 | @-gea Beifa 9T (T9-R9 AIRET /W Wl 3fER
e @Bl 933 AjfFqra fRalcoteas 3aQ I AT | AEFifa @lshoag
5347 fras a3 wyqsia Ji A AT IR FFLA 2OISLT (T wraE

1 Ifa 4fx AR | sRmsia s AT 947 AT 29 ARG sig
31t [T A7 wgss fof wi3a 9o WS dfae [(FS 7zg org
FIT @2 TSR A5 7R =t wFr FRCA

WAN GIET qfRfgea AN Soisr4ld wiffdidl 91F 2@tals  Backward
tribal of the plains 33 =y w&faieg 4fe =i viwl I vroAY [rgageet
IFIZ I AT AR a ol AT WfE B@RE Wiaw 430 Fo
IR %% ooMte fog wifedacs mfawl wfx fmm #13 1 ArfE gfe 39iae
Hill tribes 3fa =3 (38 Rajza 23 stataly w4 gNaes 36 =i+ e
RLOB 6713 I tew 5 et Adl cotatey Frace Ife =7 & Rrobfy
IFIB AN, 1WA I FE Iw3W why =W Biag ?m;[ szﬁ%

. 39 MR ; @R SIRAS FIW 3T @ile | % Plainsg Backe |

ward tribel F1Gq fal ¥9ia 37T wteara ? Ra@ @l qf@a siify g
RAHD @A LT <)’ @r s w3aw w0 g | qpay v
1A WFII® =MAIRa gfaq) 277
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3§ita Reform S 2o a@feffy firaz cséfarey @fs ams
fafft =t 391 2g 3@ W7 GIINA ifee g4 29 | cwe AR Aq
CRIAAR f<rl ATt F13cd 2tf55 acs 5m9 wiga 215 «fa fiq anfei ) 3o
fo® wico Tw fAwl arehd Ife ft Sz @z anfta | o fewta stacd
CHTACIT, IR, 26, (IFeAe” I e mFEt T @ vl @l
=tfeerl | fe% csaraa wiftA 778 $1309 Backward  tribal—plains f
¥ I%® 1% | Backward 3@ f7 manl 3fe B  <fs «sen (Ol
3T qaRate |t % feg—cts, (Fe™F Wit Il Az AHwracw
ety {5{5 | 2 @5l Giadi&) afzena | Plainsg backward tribc;?li' fotaatrs
YR Caty | @ragal AfkfTate Iw9®a A7) plains tribe faatsd a3l
R fRats a1 facts 3R41 #1383 [Rea 33 i

329919 5% T {41 AeHG AR FAN 2arg wiw fegar 17 733
fetme Y1 +1904 XF191 25 531 422808 | {52 SfS backward tribal_
plainsg 5] AI7v1a St 31 oSt =fa Aofa, o3 apga wtae faay
R 3998 91 e I fa4t1 9T AR 1 Plainsg backward tribes
fSoats| ctF 72l festia @lcers A=Aitad fes3s 5174), e =t A
fias stal o firg Aifita | Tribal—plains fEstca @bl 79 4ff fara cwpomy
CRICA! A2 (TT o1 Afffae rca ¢ Plainsd tribe famne3 231 crqraaraa
merit fesitg 7yfq 3G 79AS YOI (T3 AR T cits 531 A s
fwera Bemtzied gfe fraf31 36w 23 1 AR %17 Ftatd 9@t qieags
€. U BF @ g ) fFF ANERRT A TSR a% wfras & af
AT | IEAF AS@EITS 7 AT A1ZSH 39 AE R Facafaty o
B 2133 a7 Aifqq 9f7 it 33 catally |

¢sTtaa WfatAR fo2a3 vla FANT Calgrad G Ay | (o9 Rataa
fe®3s s1ofF @die xfaul fr 3% 7203 fRates Senfz fags 53543
Slos witfza | refs @, 721, @S9, At Atfs, ffeq atf RAETED
fo23s saa i@ s fofea sifess Wy | S 7eriag fosys vife 7 s
¥l afs A28 (»EFA A3 1A ANy (391q197 R wgalics (se
faa@® srafd atcs1 868 | 8% Amntaq fovys 37 Tk x| 3
WSIID A 4 3 RN HFAS A @ity | v A oo cmt?%
famiglate @A sadaes e s

| IV I YN w1 b
frates! 8f6s | 18 RAND3 73y wimtay, amg 14 fimta 51 wwta aeq, iq

AL UCRIZIR- (U A I R A T 2T T e wif, sigfa, F1, atv,

=
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gi=tsta @i 3@ stase R (I A1 Reaws 7 RS = if7,
sgfa, g=ieta, 39, [tra Aeeiag wessa |

AR wiE fAgatsiq faar =ite (o993 923917 a8is sAfdle va Al
SIS 47l WgE Ratss T =iF 27 ANF FOT Afe 947 ZIRT, 1F 7L
/NS TFT| I3 AW I qFa) Rars? o9 R Agas A6 I
fTatcdl 53133 wata @z 1 IR @z@l AFEAT GRA WT 947 AR/
6433 fA5 9 514 | Rrigts IR F AFAFEIR @S 471 IS AFUA
A T g AT @13 fAea sfaq a1 v [T wIgT AF AFA
@] I At AT 2q® fieq 2Ca | @reis AfFaT gdd @IRT Ae
ffals AT NAFAM cata5r7 &3 @35 A6 ; f*E T FFeq IWA
o 2@ 2 @l Amg | % oF AW AETs 3B FH B s3I
45 ete (3% @3 3fa Wi gl qawes 4F AL

atfaw{fa gaial cafse (AT A% AgT €T T1FT ATIRAS o faaniza
i A ARF A Lz | A (FF IFT AR A 7AW IR AT
FE A% 7F47 RN faiA geE AR Ay e @ I {otirs aragy
TN AR AR | AE5H W calfee pARA LB Tor53 2ale 36l ¥ fayrsy |
G cafme AzadA g *f{rg <3 WA gdlal IS o7 (41 Ifes |
CAE 3T AT g A7 EH1ALT FAAA, TRF4 M IATS W AW IR
AR | o RAITY ety CFiCAl @FF WA AN | JEET @@ Fs
T AN TW Bfaa Bl 5T AR @B BT WIARA FABI e
Ll

TR TMACs g W 4 car A5, AL VAR s ey aztad
¥ 5t 2Aqeals A7 wix) gys fafe ¥ stfee | €2 @RI 27 Y
MR S MEFG wfwspq Afrg | T3 @ afesae w3q fae AtgEe
Afoeaz I3 Boawta w1 ga I SINB1 HIFIA I A |

Q1) ATAST BAFTArS WAAS coRateTl NMIG-FR WG [\rg ) @2
T 45 FRW I 15T (29 @A B IMEES I 9l 24 0
«F WA BARe @BIfRR, cvfaR, «aBafeR 31 ewasr =fsia 2 ety |
s 8faaT¢3 F[ATe =AT 531 43 20 | fos (vSRAF AT gallcafens
T3 fa1T @3 ST ey @ R ARMIR 35 ey | B RSt

fegata Fatfear Sx sfesq  THT enelE lolE GlEE @IELT
teRaAcEsa AfAa I8y @AM w1w 29 |
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wan AT cifsqT @7 dtari oy 32 frars foq Sam apdfe
I3 ¥ AR FEgata St watafenta care 353 fogwp el Sfmts
(AL 1t T cafq 53 4 IeEss 4317 At
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(After lunch with the Deputy Speaker Maulavi Muhammad Amiruddin
in the Chair).

Sryur KAMESWAR DAS :—Sir, at the very outset, I have one com-
plaint to make. It is regarding the time that we are given to prepare the
budget. My idea is that the draft budget should be sent to the members
at least a month before the session actually begins. (Hear, hear). The bud-
get, as it appears to me, is not only an important and an intricate subject
but it also indicates something more than what the budget figures apparent-
ly mean. I, therefore, suggest that copies of the budget should be sent to
the hon. members well in time. My second complaint is regarding the
putting of figures as at present generally for three years. 1 should like that
there should be figures for 5 years including three years’ actuals instead of
one year’s actuals as at present. - | - .

The third complaint is that we have got no Standing F1r.1ance Commit-
tee elected from amongst the members of this House to advise the Finance
Department. I would suggest one such Committee and I would suggest
also that unlike the usages of the pre-autonomous days the members of
such Committee be given greater scope and better facilities to scrutinise the
items of expenditure before the actual drafting of the budget is completed.

My fourth complaint is that there are frequent changes in the mode
of accounting and in the modes of classification of the heads and sub-
heads, etc., in the budget. The non-official members are not very conver-
sant with the complicacies of account and so they find it very difficult to
follow these frequent changes. There have been some explanations put for-
ward by the Hon’ble Finance Minister that the introduction of the Gov-
ernment of India Act, 1935, has made some changes in the classification
necessary. I would like that there should be no more classification from
ycz:lr 1{0 year than is absolutely necessary by the implications of the afore-
sai ct.

Now to the budget itself. It has been said that it is a surplus budget.
I am not going now to examine it in detail how far itis a surplus budge:
or a deficit budget but it appears that in reality it is far from a surplus
budget. From the very statement of the Hon’ble Finance Minister it appears
to be a deficit budget if we leave out of account the subvention that has
been granted by the Government of India. It is to be seen whether even if
we take into account the subvention of these thirty lakhs, the budget is a
surplus one. Sir, T have been asked generally to deal with the financial
aspect of the budget. I have suspicion that there has been over estima-
tion in the receipt side as far as at least certain items are concerned. In the
land revenue item I would venture to suggest that there has been over
esimation. The Hon’ble Revenue Minister has, in his statement, stated
Fhat last year’s account of revenue receipts was not encouraging and that
gs}_lom}edh?xgns of improvement only in the month of March last. On the
h;s:z a(.)lc:ﬂ ;iigﬂ%gi‘;i?ent in the ﬁgug‘e; of a month he has probably based
I Sl entc?xt ycgr and it is why I say that the land revenue
Erom STy i R tsh tmated. There are other such items which I refrain

e time being. Government are making no doubt
some agpareqt attempts to adopt some important measures in the year
under c;scussm_n. But itis to be considqred whether these attempts are
real and genuine and how far they go in the right directi h

Sk s 18 rection or to the
required extent.  That they are not to the required extent and that the
sums pro‘ﬁifligd I?PE: small, have been admitted by the Hon’ble the Finance
Minister hi Si > but he wants us to understand that the resources of the
prowr}llce g’}lVe ut httle_ scope for further sums being provided. He also
says that the sums provided are for 6 months and. not for 2 year. In the
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latter explanation he is, I think, not correct. Government have been
functioning and the Hon’ble Finance Minister being himself the head of the
Council of Ministers from the very beginning of the year, that is from Ist
April 1937, it makes very little difference whether the sums provided in the
budget for a particular year are actually spent in the earlier or latter
part - of it.

Tae Hon’BLE THE DEPUTY SPEAKER : The hon. member will cut
short. He has only three minutes more.

Srijur KAMESWAR DAS: I for myselfam not convinced that the
explanation offered by the Hon’ble Finance Minister in this respect is
satisfactory.

As to his second contention that the resources at his disposal are
scanty I would like to put him a question. Is he not also the head of the
Government ? Is it not the duty of the Hon’ble Finance Minister being
also the head of the Council of Ministers therefore to try to make money
available for purposes of beneficient activities and for the amelioration of
the conditions of the people ? Sir, it is not a question whether he is
successful or not in his attempts, but it is a question to see whether he has
made any attempt at all in this direction and: to what extent ? We are
thankful to him that he is planning to approach the Higher Authorities
for the whole or at least a portion of the procceds of the excise duty on
petrol and kerosene produced in Assam. I think, Sir, Assam is fully entitled
to this duty and by neglecting this legitimate claim of Assam in this res-
pect the Central Government have done a great injustice. This is a claim,
which if admitted, will be a recurring source of income to the Province. We
are also thankful to him that the Government of Assam have approached
the Central Government for being exonerated from payment of the loan of
Rs. 32 lakhs which the Government had to take to tide over the last year’s
deficit. I think the Government have been able to make out a strong case
for it and I hope they will besuccessful.. ok g

The Hon’ble the Finance Minister while raising his voice of protest
against the inequitous burden thrown upon us for the maintenance of the
Assam Rifles has not indicated anything to show that Govern-
ment is going to move the Central _Govcrnme-nt. in this matter
also. We all agree with the Hon’ble Finance Minister when he says
that the semi-military organisation, the Assam Rifles, is mainly required as
a militia for guarding the Eastern Frontiers and the expenditure should,
therefore, be borne entirely by the Central Gox_rernment. On an examina-
tion of the average provincial contribution which Assam used to make for
this organisation in the few years past prior to the introduction of this
present Act, we find that the allocation of 15/55ths of the total expenditure
on this force as now fixed for the Province has also been unjustly hisher. It

. hien v ; o, justly fug
seems that the Hon’ble Finance Minister is moving with an idea of geting
relief from this quarter, i.e., from the Central Government. But I am con-
strained to say that he has done nothing and has shown no signs of any
attempt being made to make money available in this very Province—of
course not by imposition of new taxes on the masses but by adopting a
policy of reduction of expenditure, retrenchment of services, working of the
undeveloped resources, and if necessary by taxing the Industries and the rich
to a certamn extent. We have a hint from him when introducing the budget
that the formation of a committec of Resources and Retrenchment js under
his contemplation with a view to improve ways and means without
surrenden_ng efﬁcxfmcy in the services, Darring this the Government have
done nothing during the last_ 4 months. ‘There are of course some measures
which may be‘of a controversial nature to a great degree and those measures
may require consideration by a Committee. But there are, however, at

]

.|
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: i taken im-
least some other measures in which ghe Gover nr}:fmr:. I;‘!rlgll': I:rll";? fhatters
mediate steps without any appreciable opposiio regarding the Upper
would like to cite one instance. The public opinion %t B ke oy
Chamber in Assam is unanimous. Assam did noth w'atlies Tt rastsiosea
House nor was Assam consulted properly by the a‘}‘lt Olralest i ey e
upon us in spite of our protests to safeguard C‘Ehe Ber * Ao A have
capitalists and the imperialists. Yet for this amrs’ il e bt ol
each year to spend a good deal of the poor tax Paii’e Bodl S e e
have been made available in other directions ffgr ht chgvcmment R
public. There is a provision in section 308 01‘ th ed Al teae e
Act, 1935, that to get the Upperd‘g;artr;llzeragl;% :iso If At rcsoluf:i(i{n

solution recommendi : ; o
fl?igxl‘g:s?ng rI(-:Ii(;h;‘i‘/Iajesty to the same effect. It is ‘Perlt_:;lrfgt atrilderrifl‘z::;:l o
why has not the Ministry taken iunp égljb({u:;ttlgntll‘?e sitces ' TE they At
P acioficli{?gt]h);s?let?ll;zgliéign and go to the country on this 1ssue.h _I
ﬁaﬁzpthe electorate will support thclrln whole heartedly- and their
‘ : ; wall.
Oppo%gré:f’aga?::};{ :c?ol(l)]dhg::l ‘:I?agobtecér:llseaid in _the diﬂl::rent stateprlcnts of ic
Hon’ble Ministers about their attempt to achl‘eve their I;Jtimost 1’1125 tl:lz tnzi)téglr:
building departments. I am afraid however, ﬂlm Psr(;o (gﬁmh R
approached from the right direction. It is not a_'w:'éilY (e L e
much we spend in any particular department as i ts[r o e e e AR
ment is able to give the greatest permanent advant}aofe TR o e
is selected as a Primary Department. At presel_lltd_ 1% e e e o ik
tion for special consideration in the nation bui m%lishr}?lents R
over the proportion of expenditure in the FStah' SR
works in the various departments is rather unduly lge(.l e e
tendency of the Government in the past to give 1ncreas 5 s b
prove the grades in the services whenever there ared'ﬂ~1 gultyrg e s
Provincial revenue and to impose new taxes w:hcncverd ;1 mr e 5
1 1t a 7 5
financial pcsition of the Government, That is a tende RSy
dangerous and T think the present Government 1s not a Ii)d tjé . ——
It has also b he tendency to see that there shou € proportion
i oo i Y. ts in charge of the diffe-
I1S€ or proportionate fall in the various departments i g
rent Ministers,

Mavuravi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY: The hon. mem-
ber’s time is up, Sir.

THE HoN’BLE THE DEPUTY SPEAKER: T think you have exceeded
the time. You should sit down.

SRjur KAMESWAR DAS :
to take my seat.

LAt this time the hon. member sat down and Maulavi Matior Rahman
Mia began to speak in Bengali.] ;

Mauravi ABDUR RAHMAN: On a point of order, Sir. The hon.
member was finig

hing up his speech. It would be better had he been
allowed 2 minutes

time more. That was a very interesting speech.
Mauravi MUNAWWAR ALI: He was developing his point very
nicely, Sir. I think he should be allowed to finish.

Mavravi Syep ABDUR ROUF: Yes, Sir,
time more.

‘THE HON’BLE THp DEPUTY SPEAKER :
am prcpared to allow him 2or 3 minutes more. s

Srijur KAMESWAR DAS (contd.) : The Hon’ble Finance Minister
has stated that the Education Department has got the lion’s share in the

If you do not allow me time, I am ready

He should get some

In the fitness of things, T
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Budget this year. The Hon’ble Education Minister has also boasted that
his is the biggest of all education budgets of previous years. But I would
like them to consider the following all important factors :—

Firstly, the general education in a country is the foundation and neces-
sary antecedent of increased economic activity in all branches of national
production, in agriculture, small industries, manulactures and commerce.

Secondly, the consequence of the increase of popular education is a
more equal distribution of the proceeds of labour contributing to the
general prosperity, social peace and the development of all the powers of
the nation.

These are the admitted theories and for these reasons alone, if not for
anything else, the greatest care for fostering of all educational institutions in
our province is one of the most important national duties of the present.
Now primary education is a branch of this larger subject of education over
which we are to give our utmost serious consideration. Under the present
arrangements primary education isin charge of the local bodies whose re-
sources are fixed and limited. No serious expansion of educational efforts
is possible under the present arrangement. Local Boards derived their
revenues from the one anna or two annas rates whatever it may be, but as
the revenue settlements are fixed for definite periods the proceeds of the
local rates are also more or less fixed. Government contribute no doubt a
fraction of the cost, but as the resources of the local bodies themselves are
fixed and inelastic the spread of primary education in the rural areas is ab-
solutely inelastic for long periods. There are about 32,800 villages in
Assam and there are only 5,810 primary schools, according to the
Education Report of 1936. There are therefore about 3,000 villages without
schools. Sir, they also pay the local rates just like others and yet educa-
tional facilities are denied to them. We find that in 1936 there were
2,77,369 scholars in the primary schools out of a population of 921 lakhs,
i.e., about 3 per cent. only. My complaint is that the Government have
not been as liberal in this direction as they want us to believe.

In the other branches of Education also, i.e., in the Secondary and the
University, the Government cannot be congratulated. In the Secondary
education, apart from the question of unequal dlStrlbut}on in the different
subdivisions, I would like to draw their attention t:hat n a province like
Assam where the percentage of the population getting Secondary education
is a very negligible figure compared to other countries they should have
been more liberal in making provision for. Assam has not a University,
Assam has not any Engineering school, Assam has not any Agricultural
school, and above all the only two Government Colleges of the province do
not go to teach to the highest standards of examination recognised by the
Calcutta University. We know that at the cost of the tax-payers’ money a
University scheme was prepared by the Government a few years ago, and
so far as I am aware there was another prepared by a non-official body
under the auspices of the Assam Association. If the Government do not
mean to give a start to a University and mean to shelve it indefinitely, what
was the good of having spent so much money over it ? :

I know that the subject of Education has, so far as oyr province is
concerned, been a non-self-supporting one. We have heard in this House
that to make primary education alone free and compulsory it wi Fi 2

: A > will require
3 crores. 'The cost is no doubt prohibitive, but should it pe the reason that
the Government should not give their serious consideration over it nd o
to find out some means and ways to make at least some brancl;es altl)f ch
educational institutions of the province, if not wholly self-supporting, yet
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paying a-substantial portion of’'their costs, not going of course ‘to the
method of raising tuition fees at higher rates but by adopting some; .produc-
tive measures either in agriculture or in vocational lines ? I may cite two
instances for the guidance of the Government in this matter. I have~ perso-
nal knowledge of one such institution, and it is the Girish Bidyapith . in - the
Bijni mauza of Barpeta Subdivision. The other, I am told, is at Majuli in
the district of Sibsagar. The institution Girish Bidyapith :teaches zSanskrit,
and ‘though it is open to all castes, all communities, all races, it is. not that
idea that I.do suggest the Government to'take from it. The particular
ideal of that institution is that the students must earn theircost of education
themselves. This ideal may not be feasible for all the localities and for all
standards of boys but for almost:all mofussil places and: for: boys between a
certain limit of ages it may not be quite impossible. My idea is that unless
productive labour is made a necessaryadjunct to general study in some
branches of the educational institutions at least expansion: of -.education is
bound to be slow. If any hon. member wishes to know how the Girish
Bidyapith is working. I'shall be glad to discuss the matter ‘with him,

I think, I have taken too much time of the House and so . I stop .my
discussion here and ‘do not go into the details of the different departments.

- MAuLavi MATIOR RAHMAN MIA: wafg #efafs e, @3
A AR A(HT W[ WSty AT (2 Aewsal e 517 | Jitad
Ata ASHABT I {e @tg agomq f&atq | 39709 WAt REwS @ E a1
BAige I Steies ssftas Agows B favad wiam AR—qgay
wiAH AOI® WYl coty FAwole | Wtz 7 (F "3Re—fF & wsiy
Sl TS ARt faes fags wfics ofF |

AR, A @I (S AraAterd glFa ~wtArw wifAaifg | - aa®
@3R3 797 foaA—Ig WA AAos 224l Afvatfama: o
WA @RI atxifses wigtT 3w -wfw - ofes swal sfirs
WS3facs fatfgeaa, wmay wosg Afacaa Az o 9g o st of |
~SIR AT A93 cAaifw atan Fatals og-53 A, 5ift =t «w by czhre
VAT Do BIF, €onBIF| - ofy7 WANHA Flg AT faatega |
AL SE R TR T R oty tatRienty feo Ay ) g
WA RS- aF = g wpar 2zre Wy vt ¥ it z8es ‘siis Brat
AT .ﬂfﬂfﬁﬂvﬁ?ﬁt@,.ii‘ﬂw | "|I%ta constituency CRANGIY “qeg swify
ez @, o afirs sy Afaatebrater sty fya UL RCRE S
™ Biwt =y RECUR | 3% (AR  Estate 23rs 1T CL S ev—
TR AR @ 1 en wvew S witer AT CHAGR jrefe Al
WA S WA e iy @fs TSR FIR R Ttea =11 o
reensuscAd AN CAYA 317 carp CTIRARAN (&7 - vy pus o (@ oLy
PRARIT e Ree W s Verafith fere: mwts fiaifis | <adaton CiNEawae

gy TR
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. IR RBANE | TATANAD MU @R @RI o1 atmn ¥4 @@ Al |
@ estate w7 tEl AF T2 SR AgFhH AT 72D | W7 @z
cotw feeta <e99t 2391 IFcefg MW—=ifT Ty AR s 5% | amma
- T TR AR AR $1ERa vF AEA [ @fe /e =, (e i
fag statrm dfs ffas fdl @fe s\ 51 2%te e 5131 A9 | steonm
aaq A12, o5 AL T LT S0 51 TS (F17 o7ew eon b1 21677
Ta9 (Tl TRTSCR | SRIFAT @ estate @3 51T o7l 7 ; o Atwal 7f
b12 w4 Sfesla T 371 &F “c3Ib1 ©1f5a) 64l Afwia, cstaa) @2 2w wfece
Sifate. csiwat w7 ¥ Ff03, Ffa qT5fa 303, (A7t 59 sivhn a8
%zl 792 747 fRgg efasiT wiaf3ie 4y 28refR (3 WAl I A6 W3
w247 B1 <39 f79] awel sfes afF AT $217 g7 estate A sSSqMADBT A%
a7 Biwl AT g2eeey, g8 wAA ANty P, T1f, SR A @ s
offTs (ot Jateg (3, WA G BIFA AW |G IA1%T ‘@B Sl 5w
Itata (otval @ Al e @Al CStNRT 977 isf A1’ | «® o
estate @7 || StFzl cafeFa 1aF6 2T @At zst7 B afda cares
@ae 3totE w2l AR4TED € (T [lvtF Biwl (|  faw At
C@te” srEifinrs el Al @A I WA AT AT 3390-3291 AT
P>t St wpad AT FAd Fipal It afenl a2 =@ fatg)
$1 3frs @a7Be a3 @it S A7 AR Wi fiwpz | Wt @ afics
v T OIF AAtenl AZS @2 > BIF AARME  2ZA veo BF  oApen
RS, (TACA @4F do (73 A6 AT 4R a8 W9 Afs 9 biwl 38w
e BterE ey etsat A Al [FRadds afim ama Rd @fs s\ Bta
RS ey @q fAfid 5\ TE €\ TRR BFR AT ofRite wtwg
. qe% wRfRel ool sfacefE | @da AR A S 20 Al @ 79 ¢ FHR
AR cTaw SRl fAw e3re4as sfawe faal stad AT ATAR FR DR
Fita? ot A frg Seifge Bl U3 IRA FE ST T, I,
@ A T (I @A IR IERT TAS [T AL ; oIch7 ot
@3 AFET Il fA33 |lRT IV AICS 27| (AT Atz g
AU i 3at 27 “CFQFR @B P At SifFal 5l oiRicd AR T
el 17 wtam q3are fAcas wfifastcs 2Fwtal cagal, ars, 915, 2a, A ¥
G Al BeE wiEs  IfacsE 3, amEg A QaiFia—crtaie e
canta Af*67 constituency ¢ @3PS ©fa ATV 7T | @IB| A AE
cffEtAeiel 22CS A@AE AN ; SIRMS @AlF AP qraE S, cFYle
(FAAA AT | 1AL GO 9967 T Public Works Department 7 ¢3!
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T I 7 izl 3% A $RIM gay, #3797 AR A IFAR T A ;
Mel A8a3 ¢ 3y A3 iy qreals wagay | wile- (IR @4 A3,
Raig At af special (51 Wfen e w12 | catrs 1@l Hewla A
feg stz (317 w1ts wiga aiR | it o1 R ST A TALST
0 ST Ffarele e wgrary sfsfe @ Awas @ il 4q) €340y |
Sfgl (R 9y @TQ P AW s A cstA ATEAS qda ww
Ufi® 7 ol AwAtataen BAFNE Ay IS = 2P

Srijur PARAMANANDA DAS : On a point of order Sir, can the

hon. member utter such word as Fi¥#g ?

Mr. Depury SPEAKER (from the Chair) : I think the tone 'of
the word is rather objectionable and he should withdraw it. y

Mavravi MATIOR RAHMAN MIA : 95 @jfs withdraw zfaaiT |
LER EE] AR ATI—AITTE Afgsteals FRAR wfAwas sEs
A7 w97 oF  Aitg—fow 177 featas aw oiwmet=t aid ; siga
ffeeala aare  Ste@afal at3 | cafafaniisty ash sista A =g
fog QI3 CIRNA A3 ATE ST AVIAY AT} I3 WIAI W{ATI T W)
ARV FIP Il AW Y AW G QR FIRA ARG @7 awA3
qiaty wi1gs @7 Gielralal 67 73917, @ @3 R wify sied s
TR i€ sfcsfe | @32 o de SiwEAlaie Foie 7asta | wiwiwa
©S7 T e 1 (3 Sisf (@dt 491 Gl AT X IR AR BAFRAR
WM | 4T 197 wiagi A0p WAV BAT | @w wWS: R
wit3a 89 531 &g AFF N 339705 (hear, hear,) W{F[HF w1 G 7,
TEA A TSI (358 a(3 | w4l 3 SAofa D Watiwd &g IWws o499
CRCA AFTQ FI= favsta (xta cieacea fawla @9 K@ @ w@d BAEA
a9 o8 {30 | @ wAIeg @i carontal @ T A Wiy | SERIEE
TR AT SR se AltAw w7 ITIW PRI A(SRE wH AR T |
oletal $% A A@A AZA WAHA{RAT ST A% (A @ WS AE fafas

Wasl @) wFEsal i Siel @fs aF w7l RAfy apwe @b
Al SRA AT see TIF wraial cry ca i WD € ooy Bt

el faene Bist @fe o3 wta1 fenres cahsn b am, @R capewa
AT N BIHR cmiSAICAs ot Faw @ AR BieB| orsdcaida
FE AT W A 3 aq07 RaEA st catsaram) iaieea  fAwE
TS WRN® ARFA b And wlefiw Brel wAiq Bicq Wiy fAcs At
SEATE ASNAT WA Siw R Foeooy 3|
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eI Bnw Aes wifv Afars si2 @ afFwl ARy 9%, A w{AAA (FD
2315 . Berin w3y wifaata &= s 936 617l ta Ffd stetgsca wiFiwa
ifeF sl 13 . femnd Biiw facs 23 @i o Aife . @ fo fzatd
Ee®. 23 ? =i A I QB wAiE o3 (qeal zW @R HE Gita fqle

wtag wAAd | . A2 AT SIS 4513 BAET I3 @3 cafeEr AW 7Al

ASIAIS I SteNe 1R (AT 5iA (AeF (NS *ita) faw. wazal
afwg @ wjfaces «tatal farsle (rz efqa Seolm s8a s aq afw
183 5251 B1F AL Stetgqea sizia B92 (I WA Redl 7W ; 2efe fars
Q01 &2 wRia® @ e cieal & | wifa qa M @2 HnE wate

SR gFA Ffat Fenl ererg.)  wify. Wi 3 ASCAT (AffeT - 3AAA
Fifega

Mg. DEPUTY SPEAKER (from the Chair): The-hon. member

has three minutes only.

Mauravi MATIOR RAHMAN MIA :  S{3{1§3 @csjias 93318] Wi 3
BIZiF @ Wi arsieea 1/—1/o\ BT wfaat o\fawd Snaofas
w1 55 3t fag atnai cafe 218 @ &tta BITMII . oAfeta) fweecsd
I N “Atatal s = 3 SiRiEzE ARl fal covdings - gtfaaim

¥ mAFR- 9 witmiRas 91 St WA 2wad fs 2 afr cp\miaan

NEA A 77 Sig1z3ea w89t (39 WA I Ffagta aea wifs g @@
Bt cAeABl IF - AN

WA R Azl Ayastea A sfacelgn @37 wiRal aria elel |
wiRat @Reda ey Iafe - faate @i A3taBE A aww facsfs |
WA K3 BT s Rfagl zoa1 wIs WAl A3AE IS (A
Ffauir 4tZesfy a1\ =tap3 domiciled question AZ—H[Fa1 98 R4
ATV ARG 34" wiwgl @R crodT AT AlE s wigg w3 AT @7
RO NI | - gt wiaten 3ANS(ed 39 I sl wiafaq, SfEIta
A% RN WA leftrr  qfS{a AN WA 53 eal Rt

&R AT (R By frabe Ataal aara wleapa 5731 @y Al

R ‘ﬁ'ﬁ*‘ﬁt@' fes sR9 2 @ 1R AT W@os | @a 0 A
wtAfeTd IS SR ape Wz @ A= AB R wtafcrs @fe ! XAwA

g aifiwt WAt @fe aiwcafes uvem @ wagfs uagta e

SiC 9] &F P
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SUAFANT I WS A WHFE- (F T fanea (vt stwfag e
B SAT BLAMFS Sia aEtza “canl oA, owal, atra xEmAleEE i
@Bl (A 2AF7 AUfS A8q0F7 ? el (T cwta [an I HBR=TE:
W AFIF SCIF, AL W AA F(ACS 7A@ YA AF “SMmAL BFN”
e At S e sfare 23?0 ot =t S fF o s 4SS
afagea: VA FE Fawa - UEA . 9IV G} (ZIBe2) o wewa FiER
Afefafd afrsa Siatal 37 37zCs . = wiga . &AfS g4l 23, 7)1 S13 corad
52, afsifgscs o o war e, (v 94 afdea afAieig T it areet e -
iiTPJi-:?IIC’f., 5 (BRI R ea - 2afS S 8 FIUAT 3R Al F13A )
Q¥ AFZ CAeAd AiEE ZAe, agl fahitd @ wFl A3y e ey figa-
firod AR fFIc, AT @R cred - Facs o oAfa 1 Ted sedearda faws e
@ 9 JA 2 Afsfad Arirsis [A36 3% 8 JFTAY |

Mavravi. ABDUR: RAHMAN:: Sir, with.. an - apology I am una-
ble to congratulate the Treasury Benches for the preparation. of the‘ first
budget under the new-regime. . A: cursory glance at the figures .convinces
one that it - is- one of-inflated: receipts. and. expenditures. I am inclined
to believe that the actual revenue receipts (the- average of last. three years)
should have been:shown to:be the real income. In that.case. the real state
of things would have been revealed. The revenue expendlf'“rc il REXLes
of the income and, thanks to the Treasury Benches, there is still. a surplus
budgseitl:, the over-estimated income; from the revenue heads is 'shown. to. be
Trs:2,84;74, but the total receipts inclusive of the opening balance comes to
Rs.5,15,20,000. . Thus inflated; a. surplus: budget has been preduced, and I
cannot. but note with great surprise the tact of those. who. manipulated .it.

Asregards the merit of the budget; the less said . the better. It. has
singularly failed to:meet with the popular demands... It has provided huge
bank balances for some, contrary to the general wish of the public.

Siry- Assam, which was:once governed by a Chief Commissioner with a
Chief Secretary,is being - governed now by :one- Governor with. so many
Secretaries and five Ministers'and ;so. many Heads of Departments.. The
cost is enormous.. The provision for the monstrous Secretariat is Trs.6,29,
and-the charges of general. administration are Trs.33,03. The figures: for
1914 or 1917 are not available, but-I can assure the -House  that. they were
much less.

Sir, it is an open secret that the Indian agriculturists are born in debt,
they live in debt, and die in debt. They contribute thie ' major- portion of
the revenue. Is this the way how we spend their money, by giving some
more than they require, only to help them to indulge in unseemly luxuries
of life?  We create an artificial class,  only at the cost of those who can
ha‘rdly have two meals a day. Ishould like to know what part of it is
going to be spent for their benefit—their economic regeneration ? Sir, the
provision that has been made for the poor in the rural -area is rather too
inadequate. Unless something substantial is done for them it will be a bad
day for the administration and alliconcerned: To these- dumb and mute
teeming millions life is an irony of fate. Impart mass education and raise
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them to the level of humanity. A Government which will fail to do so, will
fail miserably and will have no landmark behind. Of late there appears
to be a growing consciousness among the masses, and to neglect them any
longer will be courting horrible consequences.

Sir, much more was expected of a popular Government. More hold
and progressive steps should have been taken with a grim determination.
But we find that the same stereotyped method is followed. It shows no ideas
and imagination.

There is a provision in the budget for Trs.2,54, for the Criminal Inves-
tigation Department against Trs.1,74 and 2,25 in 1933-34 and 1934-35
respectively. Where is the difference between the past and the present ?
This department has outlived its utility and should be disbanded now.

Sir, coming to the Forest Department, I find that 80 per cent. of the
revenue under Forestis consumed by it. The revenue expenditure is Trs.
2,24 only less than the inflated income. Does it reflect any credit ?

Sir, the medical school buildings at Sylhet are standing monuments of
disgrace to the past administration, and notwithstanding the apparent
surplus budget no provision has been made for it and why ?

There is a general notion that, notwithstanding a costly Public Service
Commission, there are still loopholes for making appointments and promo-
tions from the electioneering and political motives. The Government by its
conduct should give a direct lie to it.

Sir, all possible attempts should be made for the spread of primary
education, for the economic regeneration of the masses and for the revival of
cottage industries. There is a large number of resqlutipns before the House
cataloguing the needs of the rural areas, and to maintain a costly staff is not
the serious attempt to tackle them. A more determined effort is necessary,
which is unfortunately wanting in the budget provision made. I do not
like to waste much time, but should like to make it known that the wishes of
the people should find place in our programime. -

Sir, before I resume my seat I must bring to the notice of this Hon’ble
House the inadequate and deplorable provision made in the budget under
the heads Medical and Agriculture. Though a sum of more than Rs.60,000
has been budgeted for Medical and Public Health Departments, it is to be
regretted, Sir, that no money has been allotted for any original works in the
Surma Valley.

Again, Sir, our venerable Education Minister has got the largeness of
his heart to make provision for some grants to two non-Government Colleges,
viz., Gurucharan College at Silchar and Jorhat College. But, Sir, to our
utter misfortune Habiganj Brindaban College has been excluded from this
list and it is indeed very lamentable. I understand this College occupies the
first place in merit amongst these three private Colleges.

With these words I resume my seat.

Sryur MAHADEV SARMA: as{%fs wigdlal, & Alfes aiq wie
FOT & K (T Rey =13 F4919 e face gl 3 Foasat staes
@2 AT IRRANA 7T 2733 festet - qfeq wtaiq atds Aife 1Az, IR «ai-
313 afeffd ¢z e 73 a%tw itz 77 si9 @Aix A9 369 o 2
fa ©ifs, @ f908 72 g =ig@ atx 594 TR Aty Afferet | w7 coitacs
PHET @ A TOA AF o7 @iy NAwara Gietae fafiad <2 as
YA ATAY A4S Aife 4T 1te o€ Af6q AcRMAT @B TR A F AreA fqce
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GTReB!1 ¢xry It is well understood that the budget of a Government reflects
their policy \ifte ¢l @da si3ftava texs Wkl fARaiss AgAreNq,
fifaats fF ©ita @ 4t7a T[T Qltg (i2E dstd Mg | (@ @2 I@EHI
Aty wieatsats wtara 77 sreaia iz by etize ST 3fq MRtz
53 BIfBI WAtSTa Bals (FtatT At <it3ce 12 A9ew 22 S5l I =7
72 @2 FANCB 730q HETS A GaTcs WS Tt wF Ffarsy «Afe wad
a9l 3ifd I3 1@ 3 @2 @B 2¢IMAS FILa &a Hopelessly reaction-
ary and unacceptable—%(efie o7 SSfFIAa atd FAETNT | @Aai
M WG 9399 54 1A fra seztawad i o fanisd aista atodyy
wis] Wi A [AfRaF 6 o1 «fztg 17 Fa49 9% 5+3 Govern-
ment of India Acta f3 (FfT w3 W{F 1417 o173 {7es, sl qgfgea cofy
fasis BfES 71 (¥ S HeACe| A I I3 413 | 13T Ayl eleqe
@4 73 (AR @ Al e afeqata sigif@ atgiors pics A7 =g |
G473 9% € >29¢ 547 Government of India Act¥ 3Iff cFita13(2 cafp
weial FRE—At T <ty 2R TN WE FAS AW FRIeA Regpa
-] AR (IR A AN @ fcabAra? ofF 4ot RYIT [Tz (hear, hear).
Aol Tt T 39 g4q =tE AfRsiNa 391 fEI @[5 fme [ Hizs
elgl M4t A6 Tl TRaeAA efota ATAT WA NS At R
—At4IAY TR FLHI HFAaica) A§a A8 42 ALY fevIs R6ifT casit
TS ARACA? WP oAfFatn Btete A (T AME? I AFA, Ferefe
siednal, @331 T WifF AFCatc ateal 3 SRS A At Wy ww T
1@ 1 #1777 ) fAga reta aifaea ! °R, [enaa 3R qots
|1 #1771 AqteT I Afaercs wgde 3 REMRuTF afeditms g9
¢at% (3 toe fAaltd progressive realisation of self-Government "t Al
AT CRIee, AT At At} [ AT TN TRy e 2arg | @
CRIAIS CRICH, <tet 5 oot gfer (3 (Aie) 3T 6935 @Ram araps catasy
WCAAC e Crfdcg 9 (Laughter.) CRIAS ITY 8%+ fgig Aaft cats
CAfed siea RA1T walice Rars @es ; AQIUR (4317 T4 73 ot s fasti
TR $12T A AR, Pista 17418 A Fiz 2at s W21 et gy
@afq IACABY A1 (74até 518F | Progressive realisation of self-Govern-
ment3 HT!I.E =fYq S39LAcB Primary Education Scheme wi{% unemploy-
ment solution scheme $A3Ca I{CFH 5 fafats fauta farg iR AT
fesqre MAATFT catsta Daqwt ey Aelg) corts auiy me s
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fafeaics Primary. Education .compulsory afyi2a lafeats =gA w9 | |
CTETH] caRTFa RG] e41Te S fite | (o¥fIatee co et 53t qjeass
“Afg—iq Venture §9 5712ea T Y | o Rtes wre S
- Primary  Education 3gtafal at v | sig fass compulsory education #9t%
« CBUAT AT S 1B F AT Rl “Wioies: AR fomptn gt wota wits
s Satgetyne w43 | g F7, WP 30 “ffRars = -
-, fifkate-weta | s 3F- w21, Rfamre wd wa, ciEfams g
9% AFAGMNI WAISH & GWgl ? 437 Ctirs-gistay Aga, 37 Care g
F|ieAAIAlEF land revenue A5¢H {931 farzsal g ? csfeal  Gifgates
8@ fifta—* It is under our consideration and sympathetic consideration.”
Unemployment solve #3327 fezl = village ' reconstruction scheme @
*‘ander careful consideration’ - 93 L WIBTEI UBET AR T2 “under g
consideration.”  @1BIZI313 #1148 consideration WLATHNEH T Hf ity
‘A | G ST .z sl @BF BAM A R ) vz !
Alaughter.) -|t6G3 ¥, AreHAA I 1R =3B ~wiw 9fzort -27
 W{BR Atz Afkai37 under.consideration = ;- wB1R izl €3 considera-
‘tioncs Aty Hif% 513 Ars s AT TG 72 @2 i aarze Atdas
STCAFA B3] 435 2xeg | - 4% consideration (A1 @1F 11 kA 1S Cieot
CFLA O[T AT 7t 55 4@ T R4l AteT | aft ool - wea -village
reconstructions «Rcg—wdis FRAD Ay atgs o1 3R @tea |
3f337 73z @ 2at8 334 watgl AR village reconstruction i uplift 1 we}'sftw
SARE 3 IR saBAl warl 7l I3 2Acataw e | - o @iFT
3 cAly ¢ SN, HWACAA[ AT scheme - 2ouR 2ACA ? 7 GRS
cefenr? Bey fig ¢ OZ(BT WAl :serious. consideration® -HitH | I
1O WifFl 730 Sit TgA AtAeH s (3 "AGS AT | - 8% A3feACR
@23t IFALIF 2ABIY FIAR  You .are in the threshold -ofa new.era of
Provincial Autonomy ” §3313 o173 Gi%g #H FAjAtE-qEtet | (SeRans
fe @[3 cta 12 Rz WFAACA] ISR ARSI . e
ST IRA 7971 29t 72 319 g7 7 w2 [ F1ES AT 4R
AT AN 30, cofa1 29 com waym 9 cRal LGP W 3t
QRN 9 AR 2155 377197 ey coirg) waste. aqelTq 15 LEACECLA < 4

fra AfAe ? ®tF a3 avawi@ Awws. cos s (h3fca®) Awiw
@719 570 (4 O | AT ARG ¥ AN 1 fag qifea s qzesl woi spe j

R T e e R .



371
difiea 3 ffa.t9 Q39| @Bl programme 8 @AF cAtatfaTaca g ofal

3 SR (AT @Sl AT FAN TF A0 prestige IHFA LIV TWARFA—

Tae Hon’BLE MAULAVI SATYID SR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:: | This
is the third time that the hon. member is addressing the House direct.

Mg.. DEPUTY SPEAKER (from the Chair): = I hope the hon. member
will maintain the dignity of the House,

Sryur MAHADEV SARMA :  %§ #3[{¢A(3 178 5§ (T (A 37 2R—
AE ¥ Asiofs s, 3 I 9B FA @ WA ARIT AT
2T FIqTIRAlS [ cofars ? G <ifzqs @ 314 2 oA fwdal 3at
5fa3 alfitcg, Fols Swam, TR AFcara iR Raa [@ SRRT feg
CTRCA[A T sfatar 91 w16 Awfeq . wiada 513 cafeul S etgHd. FG
A ®q Fiaea 53 (e cofel wfa atars  Atia gaee Ata 2 w«fH
WAl-sI- 11 AW %3 anate A@l | Iz &« fars et fve @
teas 43 78 @AfefFuda Targ WF adzdn el W=t wL A6
wZpHCa CAfA @A I Ff3q0a AqW FF 0o @Bl F LIFA—CIR IR

Fafis Sae) cerisE ¥@atn 3 ara ) corees cFfea—“Without record-
: ing an emphatic protest against the meagre subvention recommended by

.Sii Otto' Niemeyer ¥ 1+ ¢3t4ts @3ts! Rfaul 2actg @ Otto Niemeyer g
@5 e A aifds 7 3% Afa G1&c81s (92433 protest Wivif@ Aitg |
f wHifa @ (77 FUS (9TAI asts =fcg 11 Otto Niemeyer & (3 SN F [siw
=ity Ffacg TGl I A1 CHAS A(F ¢F® “I am planning to

-

approach the higher authorities again on the subject of a suitable help to
the province whose needs are very many and who has got no elastic

source of revenue.”  ¥8 ®|i%| I TR TR @2 FAUCB Ay ates a4 |

Mauravi SYED ABDUR ROUF : In Part II, rule 9 of the Assembly Rules,
it is clearly written that ifany member is unacquainted or not sufficiently
acquainted with the English language he may address the Assembly in any
recognised language of the province, provided that the Speaker may call on
any member to speak in any language in which he is known'to be proficient.

. But I see that the hon. member is sufficiently acquainted with the
English language.
Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER (from the Chair) : He may know English,
but he may not know the language quite sufficiently to address the House.

Srijur MAHADEV SARMA : fa 53 33 cita @fs Zis g3l w19
(HASF AS fAA5 s ACAIAE F4HS 24T ¢4 @A NINIW A
TR AU @ie.1 ) 3 BAR SifHEe (AR K37 51 R A yetad sfaace
(WA SIE AT 3T A1a, TaArE) sErs 33 (iR wig A4 23 @ART
3fa sifqre %% A1geEts ¢ |
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MRr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Your time is hopelessly over.

Srjur MAHADEV SARMA: wf3ifd ¢:farg, aitd @a ffaafy =f3
“aifave 1 AsTAfS Biedinl, LR SR @tE wE wq 795 Waw. (laughter) |

SrijuT RABI' CHANDRA KACHARI: The Assembly  wishes to give
him more time to finish his speech. d mistniso i

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER (from the Chair): He has already taken
sufficient time. '

(Voices) : He ought to be given two or three minutes more.
Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER (from the Chair) : Very well, if the House
so pleases I may allow him 5 minutes more. - wened
- Mr, W, FLEMING: Will he please translate his jokes ?

THE Hon’BLE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: He knows English.
He used 'to address the old Council in English. '

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER (from the Chair): It will be odd if he
speaks half in English and half in Assamese. Let him finish in Assamese.

Srgur MAHADEV SARMA : 7317 Sregial, sisifa x4z 32 (37
Y TF WIANS AT atcF ANd RS RAWI A0S Ay 58 651G 44
faatw =fafes wia fo-as 2atace =3 @Al | =AY 1@ Tedr MEATI
TG Adtals Aatata 3 Bez 3@ fAfaars qaaq) [z3 1+ w463 2ratqay
IT SR 47 45{33 <% 73 NF[1 F& “ The Ministry have done ' their

best to relieve hardship of the agriculturists and have suspended the realisa-
tion of the outstanding balance . =% they are against any ambitious

scheme without regarding the stringent Finance, ®%fe 2313 1@ falcaics
Y413 AT 3 &AFs 513 fARans i Ay wfas wiw stiRacs) 3@
AW zr | AR ¥§, AlArF @ 3N I Afyeacstea s A Arstn
M-8 F'TBY @i wA) AR | AF @B Eifs THta T 2ars the proposal to
start an agricultural colony with Rs, 1,500 @3¢31 Zifg $f3a s | REILILIN
B agricultural colony Qf"f—ﬁ 23| 927 FA7 I AZF | =iA qtti‘@.
Advance to cultivators 3 3,000 5717 3371 71087 1 @F 18 oy
07T ¢ oy, BF| @B ! F7F AN {07 771 ®F | whoTD AN CMGE 47
Qa1 (ST v w93 531 41T {17 27t unemployed q f$93s | 3 Tifz
SRA T | 3PreA vy o7 Lerg RIS 2195 2,28,000 BRI AT e |
®IA e fafas wad argmaza R 47 @A ? sgf
RACSIEF 531 Fraq 4171 Trsiaq a8 SrePaa WAISI e Fifa fasfaferita
QF AR [ 709 2514 “i305 (A3031 =i 9187 | ARATE (AiaATEd 15
o] AICN FHSR 9740 @fFq (ANCafeT 357 2w | wifeq fore oo
siaretd orf4 AGAS Tergl (3 Afalernfaia eoteq sy ¥ oo sfiearqa
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wa®| IH- Tl 83 corazta fewif fMRaiFs (municipality - fiaea) (wTE -
Stad H9F13 79T g3 | AMANA 7 WIBIBcaq cwiAla-coraia zq || A2
wtfata? @ it Kecisias ¢&fea @RLS! revolutionary 1 Ii41@, Municipalityd

¢33 73} fo% #fq57137 T3 WA+ 4R = 32T a1 frat aifsfafy 3ta .
faara fafa ) @3 municipality (3} BZIS. AZACA 7 ©fS

18 3513 fRy'aca(y 3ea +fap, wata s, @fg.gs et AR ? S e

¢4l municipality. ¢3ica f¥ ©3%7 I1 AP I3 IS IR @3 (i a®

wiFd1atE e aiff 43 Atffea | @2 /g, seifReal (el 1w o

“ftt FaS e AAT Lo TAAALT ANF THAT AT HTCE (BAS | BrARA I
Ffa St sicdi | TR AT a3 A€Rd e @ afeal a3 sd) ofqq
cefen| 7biewc Mfaatcs fasta ata % 7:fFs 23

“'Nomination to Local Bodies #7(F2 7&] SIFQAT aafsfa =@ | wifea
fiqs (4% @t Favouritism J753 WaAZIT | 5345 At I ©Hrary A
fassa icwiad s1q) Az7 ) WCwlqa s g3 | Slee 2 carasa ) S
¢ A otFJiEa 2afa ©g fea P =w(f¥ oprfi—32at< a1ay Self-Government F
=t fqe KT g0 A fral 2a0g | @3TBI (34T AR 1B Wz |
(1% FtAct $& @2 ALI3s AT ArAaT Fea R frwl A wasl Ip1a3
JaEl @A) AR XHIS[Y WAt AL Y AfraiateRt U9 = atabs

Ja1e 2 At Wiz

KuaN BamapuR Mauravi MUFIZUR RAHMAN: Sir, the hon.
members have got volumes of Budget, and I do not like to waste the time
of the Hon’ble the Finance Minister and his colleagues. It will ‘be  discour=
teous on my part if I do not congratulate the Hon’ble the Finance Minister
and his colleagues for presenting before us a fat Budget, though with 4 small
surplus, to meet the needs of nature, .i.e., earthq}lake and“ flood, of course -in
keeping with an era of hope ushered in by the introduction’ of autonomousg
Government which His Majesty has graciously been pleased to give us—
Government of the people by the people and for the people. Sir, we require
more money for our nation-building purposes. The intention of the popular
Ministers to appoint a committee of Resources and Retrenchment, of course
may be hoped to give us more money but I am afraid, it may not have' the
zm;: fate like the Retrenchment Committees of the previous years' (hear

ar). v

Now I come to the question of communication. Than
plantation, areas in the more distant and far away parts S e
much beétter developed in respect of roads etc. but many
need improvement of communications very badly,
the south of North Sylhet. There is an important mg
which requirfs im{J'rov}e;mcnt of tCOdeIfmni}(l:ation.
Kiilaura Railway line has connecte enchugan;i . -
with Balaganj which is on the bank of river I%usfmi;;‘.; "':Tll:::e s I‘ign?:;f:gl;
steamer service.  On account of bad communijcation Balaganj has fallen to
the background and it is no longer a prosperous market, I would appeal to

of the _country ‘are
places in' a district
I myself come from

The Gpening ‘of Sylhet-

rket named Balaganj -
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the Hon’ble Finance Ministerito look into the claims of this old market: It is
a question of seven miles to be connected with the most important road
called Sylhet-Sherpur road which connects the Subdivision of Maulvibazar
also. This road is very important for business purposes but the people
living near about Balaganj have no connection whatsoever with this road.
The people of Mourapur and Ghilachora of Fenchuganj thana have no
village roads. It is gratifying to note that some money has been received
from the Central Development Fund. I hope the Deputy Commissioner of
the district:will consider the requirement of these places. It is a question
of seven miles only and to make a motorable road between Balaganj and
Tajpur will not cost more than Rs.25,000. Though it has not been provided
in the budget, I hope the Hon’ble Finance Minister will consider the claims
of Balaganj. The people living near about Balaganj used to come with
great difficulty to the Registration office at Balaganj which has been shifted
from there very recently. Now if money for this purpose cannot be provided
from the money received for the improvement of communication from the
Central Government, then the people living near Balaganj will - have to suffer
much in going to Tajpur on account of bad communication. I appeal to the
Hon’ble Finance Minister, when preparing road development scheme from
advances from the Central Board Development Account to give the claim of
Balaganj the first place in the scheme. .

Next comes the question of primary education. T know that hundreds
of primary schools and Maktabs for boys and girls have been started Byt
they are simply  struggling for existence. Our bankrupt Local Boards
cannot help them. There are some Middle English schools which do not
receive any help from the Local Board of North SYH}ﬁt but' the middle
English schools of Karimganj and other places do receive help from their
Local Boards. 1 understand that there was a circular that middle
English schools should not be t:_:tken over by the Local Boards. Now the
question is whether Government 1S prepared to take over all the Middle
English Schools which were subsidised by the Local Boards.

The next point; I would like to deal with is medical. It is mogt
disappointing to ignore the greatest demand of Sylhet Medical - Schoo] (hear,
hear). The popular Ministers are not considering about that school, The
opening of the Sylhet Medical School will help the middle class. unemployeq
youths as well as the public. This school will turn out doctors who will " pe
able to settle in the remotest parts of the villages and do some services to
the poor people in return either in cash or kind, and save the people frop,
the danger of being in want of medical aid. I L}I}derstand that the Hon’ble
Minister is going to subsidise the private practitioner to start dispenSaries
I have lately been with the Assistant Director of Public Health: in the s
away corner of Sylhet Subdivision. I found that many Kale azar doctors
were there who gave injections to the people but many people of many villages
could not go to the doctors nor the the doctors could . go to those,viuagf_.s

owing to the want of communication. They could go neither by boat nor by -

land. . So, Sir, my suggestion would be to keep a Compounder with some
medicines, under- the Kala azar Sub-Assistant Surgeons in those far awa

villages-which are beyond the reach of any Local Board dispensary to help the
people. . I know, Sir, that cholera breaks out in villages and the report comes
to, the authorities in two or three days ; by the time villagers are ruined.. Kala
azar doctors have very little to do here. So, Sir, if some compounders are
kept there with some medicine it would be a great help to the poor people.

At present the work is very slow. I will tell you an instance. A report was

received from an Officer in April and  the doctor went there in July -

. (laughter).

.
JPE——
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Next I have to deal with agriculture. I am an agriculturist myself
and I am a representative of the Sylhet Krishak Sanmiloni. I see that
some money has been provided for Demonstrators but we want more
farms in more far away and distant places so that the people may know
how to cultivate and what manure to use and what will be the profit.
Of course there are some two or three farms at Akbarpur and other
places but the people of the remotest parts of the country do not get
any actual help from these farms. Mere distribution of seeds do not
help us. I would have been more glad if more qualified Demonstrators

were budgeted for. 2
Then I have got to say a few words about the Veterinary Depart-

ment. Our cattle were dying very heavily lately. They are in charge
of one or two Veterinary Assistant Surgeons who cannot look after all
these cattle. We require more Veterinary Assistant Surgeons to look
after our cattle. Now we find one Veterinary Assistant has got a vast
area under. his jurisdiction and as such he cannot look after all the
cattle. At the same time the Vqterinary Department should be wunder
one head—the head of the Agricultural Department. “Both the = depart-
ments should go hand in hand,_ and work side by side. The hon.
members perhaps know that there is no grass to feed our cattle. The
agricultural department should show how to grow fodder and to improve

the livestock. I had a talk with some officials of the Veterinary Depart-

ment. He is in favour of improving the cattle. But it is not possible

to do so, solong the two departments are separated. So I would

be very glad if these two departments work under the same head.

But in places at Sylhet- there is no grass to feed our cattle. This is a

duty of the Agriculture Department to show us how to grow fodder and

e our cattle for the improvement of thg: livestock. 1 asked some

official of thé Veterinary Department about this fodder supply. He told

me he was in favour of improving the ca:ttle but’ it was not his duty to

improve the fo_dder necessary for the maintenance of cattle because that

was under Agricultural Department. So I would be very pleased if these

two departments are worked under the same authority. Then, Sir, the

map is not here. It isin the Congress waiting room. At a gla:nce i the
map along the right bank of the Kushiara river you find vast areas are
being overflooded by flood in Kushiara for the last twelve years from
below Sheola to - opposite Inathganj. People could not grow any Amon
crop, the little Buro' crop that they could grow was damaged by an early
flood of Kushiara and people had not sufficient paddy for their mainten-
Andas I am sorry the map is not here ; otherwise I could have
shown the real position to the hon. members. I have said that the little
Buro that they grew was also damaged by the early flood of Kushiara.
The people have not sufficient _paddy to maintain themselves. ' Over and
above they have to pay the agrxcultura!l loan they took from Government
from time to time. Thanks to the Ministry that the collection hzs been
suspended up to 30th.$eptember, but that does  not help them ‘much.
Considering their condition I. would urge upon the Ministry to consider
their case favourably.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER (from the Chair): The hon. member
has 3 minutes more.

Kuan BaHADUR Mauvravi MAFIZUR' RAHMAN: I have nearly
finished, Sir. I would appeal to the Ministry to write off the outstand-
ing amount of loan due to them. Then I want to say 'a few words
about drinking water. So my appeal to' the Ministry is to favourably -
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consider the case of the debtor and write off the outstanding, balance.
Lastly about drinking water. It is a well-known fact that in .the
last cold weather when there was drought there was dearth of
drinking water and in  some places. people had to suffer much, Tube-
wells are a. failure in sylhet. The Chairman of the Local Board told me
that hehad to spend about 4 to 5 thousand rupees for sinking tube-wells
because he had to go from place to place and try for water.. The
popular demand is for replenishing the old tanks and Government have
to provide for tanks. As I said before we require more money for our
nation-building purposes and I hope the Hon’ble Minister will kindly
consider the case. With these few words, Sir, I resume my seat. :

[At this time the Deputy Speaker vacated the Chair and the Hon’ble
Speaker occupied it.]

Kuan Bamabur Dewan EKLIMUR ROZA  CHAUDHURY :
ey aetfs ameiad, e Traswcy iy fagard constituency 'z3(w
QAT stand, 87 | (% AwATA ¢ASIAN @32 FARGRCIT TSI @3 (q
Atz AT YA 3 & 496 29 AR afitae sta | geak AW Acw
CAIBY 92137 (3 FrAd ey 905 AR Oizl AatE AwAT | A4 @uA
catq 23 50% Arw 7 firal crarga facs 23341 @ fRemig-gme i arsta
w513 3@ AT | [acegs: e Police Station z3rs aimizifg €@
@3l 31w 3 Avw. A A[F 1 FEE AR 51 72 (otel Afarsra—afncs

wiifs 2iat3 BF_fafEdicas es 4R aitFdd efarsiz |

MauLavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY : Sir, in’ rising to
speak on the Budget the first thing that strikes me is that the Govern-
ment of Assam _failed to represent the. case of this Government to the
Subvention Committee, . ¢. before Sir Otto Niemeyer. = Sir, it appears
that the Government of Assam have suffered a great loss and I think this
Government will try their best to- see whether it can be compensated by
additional subvention. Now, Sir, in. going through the Budget it appears
to. me. that we are still under the old regime. The reflexion of the
Budget in our mind does not in any way convince us that we ‘are’ undep
a popular Government. No scheme to remove 1ndebtednes_s of peasants or
jmprovement of sanitation, has been made. = It seems that it Ia(:l‘:s original-
ity, itlacks in ideas. It does not at all fulfill our expectations. The
main resources . of the Province areto be. explored, thatis to say, from
the preservation of oranges, pineapples, manufacture of lime, cement and a]sq
from cow-hides and other hides. potatoes étc. coal-mines and denationalisation
of country liquor.  All these things have absolutely. been lost sight of. I
think the Government cannot look forward for any taxation. ' The
main  resources on which they are going to depend appearsito be land
revenue, secondly, the forests and thirdly, the excise.

As to revenue, the main and principal income is expected from land
revenue., From the discussion that took place.in this session it seems that that
source is not very encouraging. This is a very shaky source without any
strong foundation and I think the Hon’ble Finance Minister now realises
that it will not be a  solid basis.. Second is, Sir, forest. On. this point
I have got to say this much that I am going to support my hon. friend Khan
Bahadur Mufizur Rahman and I know that within the last few years all the
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grazing lands; which, were thrown open to :the cattle have .b
3 GED i B 80 Y e W e b o UL - ‘DEEn | ra
01036% gg‘}’_rll and they have now formed a part of the Government fores?_ler
Dlacer s IOVRLE Snyur ROHINI KUMAR GHAUDHURT: In - what
~ MAuravi® A :
is doing is some plantati i e lorest  Department
i ohrs SrL bt T o s e PR done by, reogers and
? : ; 2 ] e
shown ? What important thing they have done ? Only some trecs have
JNIT)ext o at isithe utility of a heavy department like this P =
congratulateetﬁ(E;)HII-Ie to the probable resources from  Excise...I cannot
C ! on’ble Minister in charge of Excise. I know that he
himself is always  against Consumption-policy and -he cannot congratu-
?;;r;gg’lggg b;eft.:austlz after all this is a source of income. derived from  the
of soul. :
) Now, Sir, after what I have touched on th '
of our income I will now discuss about the Police  Administration—charec:
on Police account. . On this point; Sir, I have got to say this much
1. B Department has  got mno, justification to remain Uthat
the Criminal Law Amendment Act of Assam there were fo; soug Srldey
by the SIpecial Tribunal. I had the privilege to defend fwi ;.)cl:‘::ruszzse?n t?:rd
cases. can say this much th » (o]
b; Special Tribu%al was :;Eite ul?;g?:ssx.ne}{}?;;r :gi:s:i%?:slttrfi‘gi vfrléewm;fil 1
have ggt‘the same result. Th:is is._pgly a _paraphernali-a, a. show - thg
revolutlo_n.ary movement is not in existence in this Province, It i’ .
the provision of some outsiders that is people coming from Bengal, thatst 1_3;-
Depaitain s o st of extei, - That e probadly e i
Government will do away with this. . Sir, we are here clamoyr; Popular
abolition of Line system but we are allowing the outsid uring for the
Bengal . to overflow our district. = Bengalis are taken to. bg"*‘r;??ple from
touch with the terrorist movement. In that case the Civil €1 more  in
be managed by all  Muslims as unfortunatel tll\:l Po-hce__shou]d
prostly . Muslims but T do not like such principle. fo  be. followed. . Ap
:‘vay'.t B. D. lrr_mst be altogether closed, as there is 4 cn;:_c;:s;g
or it.
As regards . the Assam Rifles, there is alread e
Hon’ble Chief Minister that its n:eccssity is notrs:;l éugﬁ folrndlcathn by the
Central Government, and attempts must be made  that theuS but for the
amount is met by the Central Government. whole | of . this
In this connection I beg to point out that there h ; i
nal cases where a lot of money has been wasted and thea::sgsccﬂ Some. crimi-
in acquittal.  In one case a respectable gentleman wag ave. resulted
gection 110, Criminal Procedure Code, for a dacoity which Ahpr?se-m_lted under
committed in the house of his tenant a Namasudra, who useclis said to have
bread by daily labour. The Magistrate discharged the g €d to_earn his
motion was filed not before the Sessions Judge but befo:-:c usﬁd' Then a
Additional District Judge and he was committed to the Coper ¢ ClICIAtng
in the Court of Mr. Lodge—and some jurors were summg ul&t of Sessions—
the absence of the accused  this list of jurors was Chan'ne ~—.but Eheh in
to the Criminal Procedure Code ; then the specia] ged  in disregard
moned and in the trial the accused  wag al jurors were sum-
after that the Government of Assam was pleased t acquitted but .- even
the Legal Remembrancer of Bengal said that the;% Pursue thﬁ' matter ‘and
would ask how xl?uqh money was spent on this case was nothing in it. |

............
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TrE How’BLE SRiJuT ROHINT KUMAR CHAUDHURI: On 2 point
of information. Will the hon.'member be pleased to give me. the names of
the parties ? -

Mauravi  ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY: His name
appears in the admitted questions. The case is Yunus Chaudhury * versus
the King Emperor. 370, : ey o

There was another case under section 110 in which some persons, who
have got a very big business in Calcutta and ‘who remain theré most of the
time, were prosecuted here “in the district of Sylhet. In that case
it is rather painful to relate that although two gentlemen, members of this
House, stood = surety to have them released ‘on bail,. bail was
refused by the trying Magistrate. 'And’ then the Magistrate bound them
down, < The matter was referred to the Seéssions Judge and the case ended
in acquittal. Here also a lot of money was spent. So I think Government
money should not be wasted in bringing up false and frivolous cases by the

olice:
o I have already said something about the Public Works Department and
drawn attention to the fact that peoplé coming from Bihar are getting
preference over the local people, and there is another, such  instance apart
from the Sylhet Bridge in the matter of giving out contracts, The policy
must: be changed. ' : ' ' ;

" Now I come to the Education Department and to the budget speech of
the Hon’ble Education Minister. T shall take only the Education portion
here. Primary Education, betterment of the pay and prospect of primary
school teachers, have not been duly considered. ‘T think it is not the first time
in this House~~members from différent “parts of the Surma Valley have on
repeated occasions  for thelast 8 years and more been crying in  the
wilderness that the Medical School at Sylhet ‘must be started. Sir, 8
lakhs of rupees has heen invested in it already, and the buildings that are
standing there are standing as disgrace that no provision has been made for
that. - It is the crying need not only of the people of the Surma Valley but
the crying need of humanity.  Sir, we are poor people and we cannot afford
to send our boys to Dibrugarh or Dacca’ or Calcutta, Sir, the Hon’ble
Minister for Medical is not alone concerned, but I think the Hon’ble Minister
for Education is also concerned as he comes from the very ‘town and ' he
knows that this Medical School is a real necessity. ; o S

As regards the Forest Department, this is a luxurious Department_ipn

which they are spending their time only in planting some trees.

' As regards the Revenue Department, the receipts from revenue wi]]
not increase to any great extent, and some new sources of revenue should
be: explored. _

As for Irrigation, most of the places in the Surma Valley, and specially
in ' the Habiganj subdivisional areas in my constituency, viz., Madhabpur
there is no 'irrigation ‘and a lot of damage'is being done there by floods, A

As'regards the Public' Works Department T have ‘already referred to

it, and'I would add’ that some sort of arrangement. must be made to

connect Bholaganj with Chhatak, as'that will ‘help the cement business  to
a great extent. } ' .

SROUT ‘OMEO" KUMAR DAS : Sir, rising to discuss the budget,
I have to commence by expressing my full sympathy for the Hon’ble
Finance Mlm_ster._ He has been entrusted with the administration of
a ‘Government ‘which if I am 'permitted" to quote the language of Sir
Abraham' Lainé,—would have long ago declared itself insolvent had it been
a limited' concern. Our Finance Ministe trust : '

Thc : AR er has' been entrusted with an
administration which is on the verge of insolvency. But, Sir, I have to
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thank him-for his ingenuity in presenting us a surplus budget’ which (in
rcality is:a deficit budget. I do not want to deal at all with the expendi-
ture side of the budget for which I will have opportunity at.a later  stage.
I only want to confine myself with the receipt side of it. '

Sir, first let me take our share of the jute duty. He has shown in
the budget that.wc_a are going to have Rs. 11,16,000. But his expectation,
I bave to submit, is not warranted by facts. Qur share. of the jute  duty
has been increased by 12} per cent. by the Otto Niemeyer Committee and
the increase of 121 per cent. would mean in round figures 21 lakhs. The
actual figure for the last year was Rs. 8,18,000 only and we ought 'to
have calculated on that basis. But he has not done that, His expecta-
tion of Rs. 11 lakhs and odd is therefore not justified. Moreover “we
have to keep.in view of the provisions of clause 2 of section 140 of the
Government of India Act which assigns our share to be in proportion
with the jute.grown. And I understand from the jute forecast that the
cultivated acreage of the jute has fallen by 4,800 acres. The figure for
Jast year was 1,57,500 and from the jute forecast, I understand it is 1,52,700
this year and thus thereisa fall of 4,800 acres. Therefore this expecta-
tion of Rs. 11 lakhs and odd is not justified. By the highest computation
it cannot exceed 9 lakhs and a half.

Now, let me take the land revenue. Our popular Minister ‘who
isin charge of the land Revenue says that he expects there would be an
increase of 7 lakhs in land revenue with the gradual improvement of the
economic condition of the raiyat. Butl beg to differ from him. ‘The econo-
mic condition of the raiyat has not improved. He also says that with the
enhanced rate of land  revenue as contemplated in the deferred enhance-
ment during the last settlement there would be an mcrease in the income
from land revenue. I expected from a popular Minister like Mr.  Rohini
Kumar Chaudhuri for deferring the enhanced . rates .which were contem-

lated in the resettlement . operations. .He 18 a  popular Minister  and
moreover he .15 committed .in his election manifesto to reduce the land
revenue. -Here, Sir, I have got his election manifesto and if may ;be

pcrmittcd to quote it: he says thus in this manifesto—e(Aa{3i 31geq AHa
ataAl AR ARITAZAAA OB T By P G} Jowy e 3R
a% 93 FQ WAR | 1F W93 514047 94 q407 531 @fs Fofy wa fzefea
rgee AR I FIA @A 1w N wiferg | few AR Rwi B
s @ 7 SART @Al WF AnNa) g A%y W 4R Tzq. | Af3cs
1fq WA A[BA @At FWIQ Al a1 A7 Fea cota weA @1 oy 7 wpw
aie 3N e oA fafus ool *fata Swafa fg e @3 ¢z e fiRfs
cit® (ST fanl AR A/ a@A AR Afe- A3 331 3 4f7 a7 Wi
pa+fed, Sifad. ...

BABE RABINDR AN D T tHe i g perhaps expect
at thattime that he would become a Minister,

‘Sryur OMEO KUMAR DAS: But I am sorry to find him now about
toenforce the e anse Rt asserting that there has been a gradual
improvement of the economic condition of the rajpats just as his prede-
cessors who sat on the ‘Ireasury benches had done before. The -economie
condition, I beg to submit, has not improved, ‘Fhe raivats’ eondition is
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going from bad to worse with the fall of agricultural prices. Sir, I beg
to submit that with the adoption of coercive measures Revenue Minister
may be able to realise enhanced rates of revenue. But, this would reduce
the raiyat to destitution. Sir, I thank our Revenue Minister for taking
into account the weather conditions of some districts in our province.
He apprehends that there would be a failure of crops with the want of ade-
quate rain. This fajlure of crops, let me hope, will not come to pass. But
man proposes and God disposes. There may be occasion for further reduc-
tion of rates which is now at three annas in the rupee. Now, Sir, you can
find that this expectation of 7 lakhs from land revenue is not justified.

Then let me come to the Stamp and Court-fees. Our Finance Minister
expects that there would be an additional income of Rs.2,50,000. But let
me say that this is also not justified and I need not adduce my own argu-
ments.  Let me quote the arguments which were used by my friend Hon’ble
Srijut Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri in the last September session of the Assam
Legislativc Council when Mr. Scott was bringing in the Court-fees and
Stamp Amendment bills. He said then that during the three years of 1925-
28 when the condition of the people was better, the Government could not
have more than 3% lakhs and how could we expect more than half of that sum
now. If that be so, the expectation of an additional income from the Stamp
and Court-fees enhancement vanishes into thin air. From these three items,
the jute duty, the land revenue and receipts from stamps and court-fees, the
surplus of 2 Jakhs dwindles into nothing. .

Sir, let me thank our Hon’ble Finance Minister for his frankness, while
he has given us a rosy picture of a surplus budget, he has not kept hidden
from our view the dark cloud of the loan which we will have to face next
year. As ajournalist T had always raised my feeble voice of protest against
the borrowing pruposals of the Government. The borrowing proposals must
be based on the material benefit to the posterity. We must take into
account while taking a loan how far it will conduce to the material benefit
of our posterity. Here we are going to cover the sheer waste that has been
brought about by financial irresponsibility of some of the predecessors—and
cven our Finance Minister cannot deny that he had no share in it,
Mr. Scott also admitted last year that the fact ‘“that we had behind us a
Government like the Central Government engendered in us a spirit of finan-
cial irresponsibllity”. Sir, with this loan which is to be thrown upon the
poor raiyat, the dawn of the new era, which we were told was to bring relief
to the raiyat will, T am afraid, set into a gloomy evening. The Gox_rernmcnt of.
Assam could not put its case properly before the Meston Committee. The
case of Assam went by default in the Niemeyer Committee. And now g,
loan of Rs.48 lakhs and 76 thousand is going to be thrust upon us. This
loan means that our poor province, which is the least developed of all the
provinces in India, will not be able to do anything in the nation-building
departments. ..And with this loan on the dawn of the new era the Reformed
Constitution, if I may be permitted to repeat the words of Sir Beatson Bell,
is “doomed to impotence and failure,”

Srijur KRISHNA NATH SARMAH : Sir, before going to discuss the
budget for the year 1937-38, I want to draw the attention of the House to
the fate of a grant which we received from the Central Government in 1935-
36 for rural development.

In 1935-36 the Government of India granted a
sum of Rs.5 lakhs 97 thousand for the improvement of rural areas. In that
year only Rs.1,93,000 was Spent and the balance was carried over to the
next year. The Government of Assam grossly failed in not spending the

amount within the year. On the other hand they raised in that year about
Rs.7,96,000 from the poor people and brought more distress and misery
upon them,
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Now, before going to the question of expenditure, I shall confine my
attention to our sources of revenue. From Land Revenue Rs.7 lakhs is
expected over the Revised estimate of 1936-37 and about Rs.18 lakhs 48
thousand over the Revised estimate of 1933-34. From the year 1932-33
till the present there is the economic depression. The increment in land
revenue due to the last rescttlement has relieved our people of all their earthly
possessions. They are over head and ears in debt. Their brass utensils and
gold ornaments have been drained away, no moveables are available for
attachment for arrears of land revenue, a regular campaign against immov?-
able property has been carried on, people have been evicted from their
annulled estates, their standing crops have been destroyed with the aid of
clephants and people have been prosecuted and fined for alleged trespass
upon the annulled estates. The corrugated iron sheets from the roofs of
granaries are also attached and removed and all sorts of conceivable and
inconceivable methods have been used. The people have become homeless
and helpless and are gasping for relief. The result is that there is an all
round demand for reduction of land revenue by 50 per cent. The 50 per
cent. reduction was thrice passed in the old Council and our Revenue
Minister was at the head of the supporters of this demand for reduction in
the old Council. Now, Sir, in the explanatory note under land revenue we
have been told that the increase under Revised estimates is due almost entirely
to the gradual improvement in economic condition and also to the fact that
the progressive enhancement of land revenue in certain districts (Sibsagar
and Kamrup), as a result of the last resettlement, falls due in the budget
year, bringing in an additional revenue to the extent of Rs.1 lakh. So, Sir,
It appears, whenever money is realised by various oppressive methods and
the people are forced to pay although they are bled white heat thereby, the
Government attribute the increased revenue to better economic conditions.

. Now, Sir, coming to the revenue under Provincial Excise, this revenue

isa shame and  humiliation to Government. The Assam Government is

sometimes called, an ‘Opjum Government’, as it lives on the proceeds of
a vice whi_ch is known to produce the moral and physical degeneration

of its addicts, and this appellation, Sir, is a disgrace of the first order. We

are told that Government have adopted a policy of total prohibition

by a progressive cut of rations of 10 per cent. a year spread over a period of
10 Jyears.  With a view to give effect to this policy the opium eaters were

1'engterpc1. It is rather shameless on the part of Government to reopen
the register and grant Rs.6,289 new passes in 1929-30 and to go on granting
the same year after year on medical grounds. Now passes granted in 1930-
%‘\17 n:ilmbcr 13 ; in 1931-32 they number 390 ; in 1932-33 they number 1,340,
1957 gan%’t yet know the figures for the years 1934-35, 1935-36, 1936-37 and
R s v during the four years 1929-30 to 1932-33 more than 8,000 passes
1ave been issued.

Tre HoN’BLE Rrev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Will the hon. member
read the figures again ? :

(The hon. member repeated the figures).
SrjUT KRISI—_INA NATH SARMAH: It isalleged that this policy
_ encouraged smuggling and other sources of corruption. The opium vendors
became a batch of open smugglers, and by giving short weight and thereby
saving almost 1,717 seers of opium annually, they sold it at a higher price
to unregistered consumers ranging in number from 8,000 to 9,000. In
order to prevent this the Government of Assam assumed the role
of a rival and legalised smuggler by granting new passes to new
consumers on  medical grounds and opening new opium shops in
different areas. And in order to whitewash their action of granting new
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passes and opening new opium shops to prevent smuggling, a. most shame-
less document, namely the Opium Enquiry Report, was produced by
Government in 1933. It is reported in that document that the real. cure
of opium addiction must. be undertaken in hospitals or other institutions
where strict control of the addicts can be exercised. Colonel J- L. Sen, 1.Mm.5:,
Civil Surgeon, Sibsagar, said that opium addicts can be cured by ‘modinus

* treatment and the price per head is fixed at Rs.8,and any number of them
can be treated as outdoor patients. This statement was made on 23rd July
1937 on my enquiry. regarding this. We have heard from the Excise
Minister yesterday that the number of opium  eaters is about 40,000 now.
At the rate of Rs.8 per head a sum of Rs.3,20,000 wili be required to cure
all these opium eaters within 15 days if Government is really sincere in . their
desire to cure the opium habit. Hereis an extract from the Opium . Com-
mittee Report: “Its classification as a poison in Britain shows that this dru
demands the greatest care and discrimination in its use” ! Knowing all this
the main recommendation of the Committee is as follows :—“The Register
should be re-opened for the registration of consumers of the age of 45 and
over. The widest publicity should be given to the re-opening of the registers,
etc. The new passes should be permanent and subject to annual reduction
in the case of consumers so long they are under 50 years of age.”

The new passes were granted even before this recommendation, but
Government perhaps thought that their action, inspite of the policy, is sub-
ject to harsh criticism and they cannot run the show brazen faced any more ;
therefore they wanted an enquiry committee to support their action. It is
deplorable that they did not make experiment in hospitals though they
knew that it is the surest method of cure of opium addiction. The Govern-
ment of India sacrificed a good deal of revenue in respect of the opium
exported out of India for the good of the Chinese and other eastern nations.
In the pre-war days the average income from this: source was 9'96 crores
and they have almost in the year 1935-36 abolished the entire .income from
that source.

THe HoN’BLE REev, J.J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: DoI understand that
the Government of India have abolished all the excise income ?

Sryur KRISHNA NATH SARMAH: Yes. Now that we have our

Provincial Autonomy we must ask the Government of India in all fairness,

and humility to stop the internal trade of opium into this. Province' and
reduce the poppy cultivation accordingly to save the Assamese people from
misery, unhapiness, moral and physical degradation and demoralisation and
pass the Dangerous Drugs Act penalising its use and prescribing the offence
of smuggling with severe punishment and put all the opium addicts in the
different hospitals in the Province for treatment and engage all the excige

staff from the Excise Commissioner down to the ordinary chaprasi to check.

the smuggling. Sir Michael Keane, late Governor of Assam, said, amon
other things, that it was better o

vice of the moral and physical
into aqtion at once and do the

Liquor.—This source of rev.
force.  Like opium revenue th
of country spirit to outhjd the
the tea industry and  the eco

degradation of the people. Translate this
proper thing in the right moment.

cnue come mostly from tea. garden labour
€ combined effect of reducing the retail Pprice
smugglers and the grac}l1ual improvement in
nomic condition of the people are take
advantage of by Government to give facility to more l?qugr consum?tiog
and as if the tea garden Population receive more money to pay for more
liquor and more revenu: to Government, During the last five years
Rs. 72,53,000 have been realised from the People asliquor revenue by the

ot to run the administration than live on the
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Government and will it-not be pertinent to' ask- how much: is: spent for
education.and welfare scheme ? 1. think. Government hasi no reply to
this,

So far-as: the consumption of hemp is concerned it isialso increasing and
the increase of revenue from this source is ascribed as due' to: the" improve=
ment.of the economic condition of the people. On the: other hand' it is
qI\;ite the opposite—so much degradation and demoralisation : and nothing
else.

Stamps.—The introduction of Assam Stamps and Court-fees;: Amend-
ment Act, 1936, with effect from the 1st January 1937 is responsible - for an
additional revenue of Rs. 2,50,000, i.c., in order ' to relieve  the world wide
depression Government have made a provision of more realisation-from them
and in fact Government have robbed the hermits of their weeds and left
nothing in their'hands to call their own,

From the expenditure side of Government we have  seen that the
high officials have not suffered even a cup of tea in the morning. The
Provincial Autonomy must see a reversal of this policy:. It is  strange: that
the high officials never. feel. any pang of conscience  for their' immoral
association with the immoral sources of taxation. When we talk of economy
and retrenchment in every field of administration we never do. with malice
to ask our servants to minimise their luxuries: It is principally for the well-
being of our mass people who form about 90 per cent. of the population of
the province that we cry for economy and try to prune the budget of its
leaves and branches to ensure a rich harvest in the next year. Our plant is
the tax-payer, 1gnorant and illiterate men; in the villages:© All manures must
be thrown at their,doors so that we may get a'good harvest. The balancing
of budget' here’ must mean the balancing of budgets in our village homes:
The century of British rule in Assam has produced increased progress in rail-
ways, telegraphs and telephones and hundred and one improvements costing
crores. of rupees to the people. This rule had drained way-money from the
country homes with the speed . of wireless. Every hidden sources of! wealth
was dug:out of the ground.. Theicoal mines and forests were- forced: to
dislodge their wealth at the feet of the scientific explorer. ~Palatial buildings;
tunnels and bridges, metal roads, artificial lakes and parks surpass even the
natural grandeur and scenery. of the Province, but the scientific explorer has
not been able to.advance the cause of primary education. We might very
well complain that our rulers have not the heart . to develop the: human
element to its full growth, have not the courage to bestow the same care-and:
attention to them as they do to the parks and gardens.

Forest.—Our forest is the futu;e capital of the . province and is: being
g i fear By keeping 2 huge army ofservants who aze-merely
axwenditire of Rs.+11,74,000,we can-cxoent torin oo Houz 1brbyo ak

an ek .
is the.use: of so called scientific experimonts . 5or Aty Rs. 16,24,000- what

. > \C €xperiments to find out the t \ ( I
go-on:vasting public money in search of it in vain, et =

Regisiration—The increase of Rs. 8,000 is-the r :
on. certain documents.. This is also another ?ﬁ:ﬁn ra
peoplsc. far the Government of India realised £
Sl 10 realised from the

from. 1921-22.to 1926-27 48:80 crores and' paid backGogflmler.lB;) f 3_«,;:;;1 :
Assam contributes every year to the central exchequer 13 croz"es e i shapé,:'.
of Petrol and Kerosene taxesand.any other 25 lakhyg a5 e
been told that-the Government of India haye not Wit ediomt T
32 lakhs the deficit for the year 1936-37 but haye agreed to grant’ a-loan to
be repaid within 18 months. Thus after robbing our Province to the yeige

ising: of fees
on  the- poor
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of bankruptcy the Government of India want to realise the pound of flesh
from us. Afterall we are to blame, we had not pressed our claims in the
past. When we receive money we do the same thing. We rob our people
and we are robbed by the Government of India. We increase our
expenditure beyond our means and thereby lead to bankruptcy like the
prodigal son in the Bible. © When they require money they realise it either
by more drunkenness or by more opium and ganja consumption or by
any other sources of taxation, just or unjust ; whether the people have the
capacity or not the steam roller of taxation goes merrily on and on.

Tue Hon’sLE THE SPEAKER : The hon. member’s time is up.

Srgur KRISHNA NATH SARMAH :  Sir, I may be permitted only
five minutes more.

Now, Sir, pay your attention to the improvement of villages to uplift
the sufferers and down-trodden. This is the vital problem and any
negligence will result in disaster. For your existence they must live, they
must be able to pay for your comfort. It is the village people from whom
you draw money in hundred and one ways and when the money comes to
your hands you call it your own money, and not public money or a sacred
trust fund, to be spent properly. Do not raise your ambition too high ;
your point should be to serve the people. - If you find that your services are
not meant for the people, but meant for yourself only, please stand aside.
This is the advice every Government servant however big he may be,
whatever salary he may draw, must remember that nobody pays a servant
without return of any work from him.

TuE Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : The hon. member should stop now.

. Basu SHIBENDRA CHANDRA BISWAS : Sir,itis under a feel-
ing of deep disappointment that I rise to speak to-day. With the usher-
ing in of the new regime, we thought that we would find an attempt on
the part of the Government to develop nation-building activities ; butI
fail to find any such attempt on the part of the present Finance Minister.
"l‘hc budget is no dgubt, apparently a balanced one. I use the word
‘apparen!:ly” _consciously. It was expected by us that the new Govern-
ment, which issaid to be popular, will take advantage of the remission of
c_iebts by the Central Government, and the additional subvention, in increas-
ing the nation-building activities. But in point of fact, almost the whole
amount has been absorbed in maintaining the top-heavy administration of a
proverbially poor province, just as we were accustomed to find in pre-
autonomous days. It is for this reason that I cannot call this balancing
of the Budget a real one.

This House is now composed of elected representatives and the Cabi-
net now being responsible to the House is ultimately answerable to the peo-
ple of the province. Can we not expect, in these circumstances, of the
Hon’ble Leader of the House to have shown more sincerity of his
purpose by bringing the proposal of retrenchment which has been the
crying demand of the people ? I hope such proposal of retrenchment
will ‘bcd bg?“ght_fomard by the hon. members of this House in course of
detaile lsf(:us{smns of the Budget. But such proposal would have been
more grac&t_ﬂ_m the new regime, had they come from the side of the
popular mlﬁiers' The proposed Ministers’ Salary Bill and the provisions
for Secr etaryship fil‘g measures which are opposed to the public opinion
of the province. nd other provinces more favourably situated = than
ours have made arrangements for joint Public Service Commission
in order to economise the expenditure. We have been connected with Bengal
on many matters and I fail to understand why the Hon’ble Leader of the
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Housc has missed to take advantage of the provision of the Government
of India Act in setting up a joint Public Service Commission  with
Bengal.

Sir, my constituency is a low lying part of the Sylhet district. The
dire want of drinking water which was felt in the last dry season, has
never been experienced in the whole career of these over three score long
years of my ]ife.. Moreover, the silting up of the natural course of the
Barak river has disconnected the subdivisional town from the eastern and
northern portions of my constituency—I mean the thanas of Baniyachung,
Ajmiriganj and Nabiganj, even in this rainy season. It can only better
be imagined than described—the predicament in  which the people have
fallen in a low lying area w!lcn _their subdivisional headquarters is not
approachable by any means in this part of the year. 3

Can any one conceive the idea that any part of the British territory
should remain inaccessible  to the principal stations in this advanced state
of civilisation ? And I feel no doulgt that the Hon’ble Leader of the
House would have earned the blessings of both God and man had he

aid more attention to the removal of these just grievances of the millions

of population than showing an anxiety for maitaining the stafus quo  of
pa and emoluments.

Srijur GAURI KAN'T_'A TALUKDAR : Sir, I rise to make a few
remarks on the Budget with some amount of ‘disappointment for which
I was not really prepared. I believed that our new Ministry would make
some departure from. the old, ha.gkn_cycd and dxsappointing arrangement
in the matter of placing the provincial budget. T hoped that some really
subsianl.ial provisions would be made b_y the Hop’l')le Ministers  for the
-conomic relief of the people, for removal of illiteracy of the teemin
millions, for betterment of hcz.xlth ar}d sanitation of- the miserable thousg-
ands, for development and TCO‘]:lelltatIOJ;'I; of the nation-building  de e

ents. I thought that our popular” Ministers would bring f’onlzra d
mmc proposals for coping cfchtlvely with the growing problem of <
st;n Joyment, some .Proposals in furtherance of higher and technical un-
e cﬁt;onal education. I = thought that our Ministry by a thor and
Vo erhauling of the former rotten schemes of things, by drastic petr e
ment in various directions, would find some amount of additiona] ench-
to be spent for the prosperity and welfare of the poor masses Bmonc
pudget has bbchgc_l all cfoec(ita:uOI;f- = + but the
No doubt, Sir, welnd 1n the budget a long list
new schemes by Whlc}flfilur }Fon’ble Ministers agc hOI?ifngsoféc p?gasiali;d
disappointed people. .heg ave cleverlgithrownstitticl crifinby in aﬁ
directions, probably with t ; object of pleasing all sections of our count
/aan. ~They have style . and“ vauntingly  declared before :E;
country even such' Pctty works as conversion of Tarabari outpost into a

lice station, splitting up of Jaldhup police station into two, award of
2 scholarship of Rs.200 to an Anglo-Indian or a E 3 2

L uropean gi *ea
Rs. 140 on account of_ frec-stude_ntshlp in the two I()}ovcrgrlll;:n,erf: ngsosﬁm of
estz.lblishmcnt of an Middle English School at Tika, a Hostel for girli,gcasf’:

Dibrugarh, grant of Rs.2,300 to the proposed Nalbari Town Committee
restoration of fees to outside plea(.ier_s €tC.;. etcy lasilinew Soltegel Thl;
revious Governments also did similar things, if pot more important
ublic services. But they did not probably advertise in this way. Our
Hon’ble Ministers have at least made a new departure in  this direction.
But will the country be hoodwinked by this hich  sounding words ?
Certainly not. The country demands substantial work and not petty
repairs coated with high sounding names, y
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-We have been presented with a surplus budget. To .me, :Sir, it is in
reality a . deficit - budget. Ithas been somehow balanced with inflated
accounts on the receipt side. One instance will be sufficient to prove
my contention. ‘The budget has shown asum of 2 lakhs 26 thousand as
surplus. -And that figure is certainly  arrived at mainly from the income
the Ministry expects to derive from land revenue. They have expect-
ed, we, find, an . increased income of .about 7 lakhs of rupees from land
revenue. Now, Sir, let us examine how far they are justified in expecting
such a huge increased income. from land revenue. The Hon’ble Revenue
Minister in his speech has hinted at the ground for his expectation. ;He
has told us that ‘‘actually during the year 1936-37, collections differed
very little from the . budget estimate and were even a little deficit unti]
the month of February. Butin the month of March 1937, constituted
a record in revenue collection and not only made up the previous
deficiency but resulted in an excess of over 4 lakhs over the revised figure.
This collection hasled us to budget for a collection of Rs. 1,14",00,000 in
the current year .which, we have every expectation, will be realised in the
absence of unforeseen floods. or disaster’.

Now, Sir, I think the hon. members of the House will be interested to
know the secret of this increased collection of revenuecin the month of
March last. We all know that. our mauzadars are paid commuission  at the
rate of 10 per cent. for revenue realised up to Rs.10,000 and at . the
rate of 5 per cent. for sums above that amount. This year, Sir, the
Government offered commission at the rate of 10 per cent. for sums upto
Rs.15,000 to those mauzadars who would pay up their dues before 1st
of June 1937. This temptation induced most of the mauzadars tq
struggle hard for early realisation of revenue to . protect their reputation
and to earn the reward if possible. Italso led some of the mauzadars
to issue untimely and indiscriminate warrants of attachment and to put
undue. pressure upon the poor raiyats. But inspite of .all these how many
mauzadars have succeeded in - securing the reward ? A veryfew. Anq
the majority of these who have succceded to pay up . their dues in  time
have done so cither from their own pocket or by borrowing rand thercby
filling the pockets of money-lenders. This novel methods, . Sir, though
tends to create a | false notion regarding the paying capacity of the raiyays
does not reflect . the real economic condition of people. ‘This is the sto
of ecarly realisation of land revenue, Sir. AndI do not know  whethep
our  popular Ministers are going to - repeat this offer and create further cause
of hardship for the indigent raiyats.  If they do so, people will be bound
to -say that they have got no heart.

Tue HowsLe Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : On 4
point ofinformation, Sir. Does the hon. member mean to say that the
mauzadars issued  larger numbers of attachments than in previous years ?

Srgur GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : Thatis my information,
Of course -I cannot vouch  for the .accuracy  of the statement. Q

Then, Sir, the foremost burning problem of the province is the: ques-
tion-of reduction  of land revenue. We are .all aware of  the dire economic
distress under. which the people of - the province : generally and the peasant
of the temporarilysettled areas particularly are . groaning. We are all
aware of t}}e heart-rending appeals of the peasants of the Assam Valley
for reduction - of 50 per cent. land revenue. ‘We are aware of the pathetic
appeals made in this behalf by numerous peasants’ meetings from one
end of the province to the other.-We are all aware of the .awful fall of
price of the agricultural produce and the . consequent appalling distress
of the peasants. The Hon’ble Minister in . charge of Revenue ialso. while

.
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he was plain Mr. Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri knew it full wgll: As
récently as''March 19th,'1936, he fought ' tooth and nail for réduction by
50 per cent. of land revenue of the starving peasants of the temporarily~
settled areas on these grounds. But now that he has'becomé” ' the Hdn’bl‘e
Minister" in charge of ‘Land Revenue he has" discovered  that within' this
one year the stafving' peasants have prospered by leaps‘and bounds” and
that the” Assam ' villages have become a'land Howing with milk and" honey
and that there''is no necessity for'making any provisions- for' reduction of
land revenué even by annas 3 in a rupee. And so he proposes-to ‘rdise 7
lakhs of rupees'more revenue—one lakh' by giving éffect to the progressive
enhancement  scheme “of ' the'" last settlemient ~ and ° "6 lakhs by’
squeezing out of the'unfortunate ' peasants. ' This'T say, is the unkindest
cut of all. . The Hon’ble 'Revenue Minister ha§ comé’ to this House' i.v1"@h
the votes of the peasants giving them the' promise ‘that if "h‘c"'-'be"rg?:ur_'lr_lc&
he will try his best to'réduce the land revenue.”“He"'has “told “us’ times
without number thatrediction of land” revenue is° the’ mission' of “his
]ifﬁ. 4005 W1 st 1 4} e I IT U208V 951F 1 3 LG b B
TaE Hon’BLE SRijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : I was not
his rival'in' the €lection’ campaign. ' LALLM EHT 30 A
Sryur GAURT KANTA TALUKDAR :  People thought now that
he has become the Revenue Minister; hi§ first act would be to reduce the
land ‘revénue by 50 per cent. “But alas 1-what has he ‘doneifi the badget ?
He has not proposed to make a reduction of land' revenue “ever by 3 “annas
in' the rupee. “He'has'as a matter of fact, ‘'made no provision for any reduc-
tion of land revenue. Of course the Hon’ble Minister has given “us someé'
hope in his specch that the Governmient - has mot ‘given ‘up "the idéa of
reduction of land revénve and that, 4s ‘'my ' hon. friend, Srijut” Makadey
Sarma has said, the matter is receiving their serious consideration. Buf
this Is a scrious question of utmost importancefor - the' people.” “And our
ministry instead of lfgePing Us in a fix ought to have been “able to’“declard
their'policy and 'decision on this "all important problem.- May "“‘we " ask,
Sir, why the matter 1s still undér consideration? “What was ‘the’ Ministry
doing for thg last ‘4'months,  that they could mnot artive'' at-‘a 'decisibn in
this mz:lttel‘ b fThe real reason, Sir," is that they had to" present 'a “Balan-:
ced bu S oreus. Ifthey reduce the revenue''the So-called” surplis
Pgdg,e{(‘g...va;ms,‘fﬁn the air and'a'deficit bne will appear in its place in
L ol € Ministry dd not also'dare to say that'they 4are opposed -
to reduction of land revenue for various reasons. So they have nef
déciz.‘l:‘led ":II‘II?;;: ieiclisibn; " And thﬁ)‘? will ‘1ot do so fill a ~cef‘ta¥n E 3-B1'I} is
pas: o et Mmy opinion the psych 5P e o ELALT o o3 ‘31
i Hrh e SR e Pl ot ey e S
Bl I KANTA TALUKDAR: One word more,  Sir’y

because that is 2'mést important fon th: ol kit Tt
it THE . HONBLE Thp ngAri{E uﬁStIOH L el

i 'Th ?"I'T.I’. r-m'-‘- Pere] .
have come up. ﬁr;t. ( L,a_ught_;r). €'most’impdrtarnt'question sﬁggg}
: SRI_]UT_GAURI KANT_A, TA_LUKDAR; Ibeg your indulgence, Sir,
for a few minutes more, I cannot conclude my remarks without - ‘saying ~a
few words about another heavy burden under “which" ‘the “'people ‘of the
Assam Valley are groaning. I mean'the e:;b’rbﬁan}: taxes ‘they have to pay’
to the Gommcrcxal Cayry}ng I_‘-'llrnl.tetii,' Comp‘fi.n}’_ on " the Gauhati Shillosg’
TR EaE Lo [k st ' Faln et
Tue, How’sLe THE SPEAKER :  The hon. member ma
ter for another meémber of the Gongress Party, to which ¢
belongs. Sl o

y leave that mat-
he hon. member
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.. Sryur GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : But I have got the figures,
Sir. .

Tre How’BLE Srjur ROHINI | KUMAR CHAUDHURI: K Will the
hon. member say anything about, Nalbari Criminal Court ? (Laughter)-

.. Sryur GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR ;: If necessary, I shall do
that. Now, Sir, the distance between Gauhati and Shillong is only 63
miles. But we are to pay to the Company fares at the prohibitive rates
of Rs, 18 for 1st class, Rs.12 for second class,: Rs.8 for intermediate class
and Rs.4_for 3rd class passengers ; for luggage ten annas per 10 seers or
part thereof, for goods 6 annas per 10. seers or part thereof.  Whereas the
distance between Sylhet and Shillong is 86 miles, but the highest rate  of
fares on this road has been fixed at Rs:3 for all classes and for luggage
Rs.2 per maund and for goods Re.1 per  maund ; in_ practice we under-
stand, people pay much below these rates. Sir, this disparity in fares and
freights is telling very much upon the people of the Assam Valley. Poorer
people of the valley cannot have the good fortune of seeing the capital of
their province. | Not to speak of other = commodities.........

THE HoN’BLE THE SPEAKER : Order, order. The hon. member must
resume his seat. Does any other member wish to speak ?

[After a pause]

Tue Hon’eLe THE SPEAKER: Then may I take it that no other
member wishes to take part in the debate to-day ?

. Srgutr RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: We want to hear from the
other side. . :

TrE HonN’BLE THE SPEAKER :  Which side ?

g Srgur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: The side opposite to us,
1r, ; :

: T}}E Hon’sre Tae SPEAKER : They are eager to hear from the Con-
gress Side.  (Laughter). .

. SrRyur GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : Sir, it appears there is no
one coming up, may I be allowed to continue ?

THE Hon’sLE THE SPEAKER :  That will be encroaching upon other
member’s right, if some other member wishes to speak, I cannot allow the
hon. member to continue.

# [After a pause]

?THE Hon’BLe THE SPEAKER : Should I allow Mr. Talukder to go
on !
. Basu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: If there is no other member, Sjr,
let the hon. member be allowed to speak.. _

. THE Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : All right. The hon. member may
go on. . . . .

Sryjur GAURTI KANTA TALUKDAR : I would ecxpress my grate-
fulness to the Chair and my hon. friends who have helped me in this
matter.

THE HON’!?LE THE SPEAKER: The hon. member should not think
that he has right to take as much time as he likes.

., THE HoN’sLe Srjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: On a
point of information, Sir. Will this portion of his speech be printed—I
mean reported and published in the procecdings ?

THE HON’BLE ThE SPEAKER : Why not ? Whatever will be delivered
on the floor of this House will be reported.

SRIjUT GAUI_{.I KANTA TALUKDAR : Then, Sir, Hot' to speak
of other commodities, even rice, dal, vegetables, fish, etc. have almost
ceased to be sent to Shillong from this Valley. Potatoes and  other
hill produces imported from Shillong are sold at prohibitive prices in
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the ‘Assam Valley.  All' these are due to' the mqriopol}f th‘e Commer:cial
Carrying Company ‘enjoys.  If ‘this monopoly is abohshed,_ I_ believe
there will be no cause or occasion for the public to complain. Sir,
the grievances of the Assam Valley people are not unknown to'  our
Ministry. ' Two members' of the Qabinet  at least have personal = know-
ledge about these hardships. - They are certainly aware’ of the pathetic
appeals’ made by the people from the wvarious parﬁs_-qf the Va]_le‘y for
reduction’ of these taxes. But the Ministry have dcllghtfully ignored
these appeals and have ‘shown' no' sign QF“ o Sl ”then} . any  relief
whatsoever in the budget. Sir, this ‘is our “popular Mx_mstry, ready
to' trample under foot the ‘pathetic ‘appeals ‘of our ‘people for the
removal of their most genuine grieva.nccs. Now,* Sir, as the" " Minister
in' charge of Land Reveénue asked me to speak something of my own
constituenicy I say that my constituency 'is th¢ worst suifer;r‘ In respect
of communication. It has been divided into various  seéctions by the
two rivers, Pagladia ‘and Buradia and' there are several Public ‘Works
Department  ferries:  And ‘two = of them are very Important': one at
Koriara on the Pagladia river and another at Buradia' Ghat ofi the
Buradia river. The ‘tolls realised on' these * ferries ' are «so exorbitant
that people have to...i. -

Tae HowBLE MAULAVI 'SAIYID SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -
May I intervéne in the debate, Sir? My hon. fr1ex_1d has put a e
tion regarding ' these two ferries and T h.a‘ve replied - that  the tos
levied on them are the sdame as other ferries in' Assam, and not higher,

Srjur GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Sir, I sha]] speak on
behalf of the whole province: I éur province the toll levied on the
Public Works Department ferries is exorbitant and “should be reduced
at least by 50 per cent. A loaded cart has to pay 8 annas per trip
and 6 annas for the return trip. An unloaded cart has to pay 6 annas
per trip, a man carrying loads has to pay 1 anna per trip and 6 Dics
ordinarily; with ‘the result that the agricultural produce does not get
proper price. If a loaded cart comes from interior to the baizar 3¢
has to pay 14 annas per trip. Now these 14 annas meap additiona]
taxation on the agricultural produces. The result has beep that the
places which are cut off by some river do not get propey price’ s
their agricultural produce. The worst sufferers are the Peasants  who
have to reduce the price of their agricultural produce for meeting the
additional taxation imposed upon them by the heav:y tolls ch arged on the
Public Works Department ferries. This grievance is universa] and applies
to the whole of the province. The relaxation of these heavy tollg’p
these ferries ‘will go to raise the' price of agricultura] Produce ; t})ln
rural areas and this a method which Government could in the

to, if they were really desirous of solving the problem of raisinga‘;?l e I;:&?ic}-

agricultural produce., My whole grievance is that t ¢
e§orbitant t(l))lls on Public Works Department ferrig‘;3 i:lggﬁ:llg I?f' levying
fully discussed by the Ministry and by reducing the to]jg ave btla;lm
they ought to have help9d “the peasants ip raising the t’ic;ea;?ntah e{
AT DO 00 UCHOHh et Hhromy thep Govertittent?

Now, Sir, the Government’s reply probably will he ?

' : : ¢ How can the
Government make such sacrifices in revenye and run the administration?

are there no other means for the
nt seriously try to curtail expen-
retrenchment and  economy ?

Government to do that? Did Governme
diture? Did they try any effective
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If the Government wanted to make the budget a surplus one they
should, have gone ‘to the quarters where money was available. - I mean
they ought to have effected an effective” retrenchment instead of, going
to, the peasants’ door,’ who are already suffering economically and are
unable to pay their revenue. Government also might have removed
the top-heaviness of the Administration. We have been crying hoarse
to remove this top-heaviness, but they -are making it more.and more
top-heavy. L think if they had made an honest attempt to curtail the
expenditure from  the top and practised a judicious retrenchment in all
the Departments, combined certain departments and services, and made
the Provincial, Service men do the work of all-India men, they would
have got such a large amount of money as ‘would have made their
budget more than balanced. 7

Sir, I was asked by the Hon’ble Revenue Minister a question
ahout the criminal court at Nalbari., The way in which this court ig
being carried, on is a disgrace to the Government. At present it sits
for four days in the week. And on the days on which it sits, the
accused persons who are not on bail, are taken there from Gauhati jail in
the morning. And as there is no arrangement there either for accommoda=
tion or for cooking for these men they have to depend upon gar and
parched rice, etc. The trying Magistrate sometimes stays at. the Circuit
House and sometimes in a tent. The pleaders and moharers go there
from Gauhati in the 'morning and for want of proper accommodation
they have to go ‘and take shelter in shops ‘and, huts and sometimes
under the trees. And. they have to return to Gauhati in  a hurry
by the next available train in the afternoon. The hardships are so
great that many senior pleaders refuse to go there even if they are
paid handsomely...:..... 2 FACTR T P A5 Tis

Tae Honsre Sryut ROHINI KUMAR, CHAUDHURI: On a
point of information. Is it not a fact that' some pleaders have made
gheif residence there?, I have heard, that two or three of them have
one so. . : ;

" Srgur GAURI, KANTA TALUKDAR— No, it is not a fact. Is this
not a very undesirable state of things, Sir?>, And that ig why we have
been asking to do away with this present unsatisfactory arrangement
and, to give us a permanent Court there -at Nalbari. . TR

© Tue Hon’sig Sryur ROHINL 'KUMAR® CHAUDHURI: On
another point of. information. Did not the hon. member say at the
time of,. elections that he would see that the ' court at' Nalbag 1]
perpetuated? - : : it it i e
" Srijur. GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: L said nothing ahout 4y,
court in the course of my election campaign. We  were ‘catrying O%:
our election campaign on the basis of the congress election ‘manifesto

and we had, no necessity for supplementing our manifesto by extraneous

hopes and,promises.
STATEMENT MADE BY THE HON’BLE SPEAKER REGARDING

ALLOTMENT OF “DAYS FOR~DISCUSSION OF "DEMANDS' FOR
LS PR b g CRARINTISES S 30 AANRS EOR
Tue How'sie Tue, SPEAKER: Before we disperse for  to-day
I would. like' to draw the attention " of. the House to a  very important
matter regarding the voting on demands, which will be coming up on
the 16th and will be continued, up to the 3lst of this month. T would
draw the attention of the hon, members to Rule 15 of the 'I._.egisla'tl'\}é {
Assembly Rules, Part 1. Hon. members” will see from ‘that rule’ that
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there are two time limits—one to be fixed by His Excellency the
wovernor and the other fixed by the rule itself. His Excellency the
Governor is to fix a time limit by allotting the total number of days
within which the voting should be finished, and the other time limit fixed
by the rules itself is one within which a particular demand should be
finished. It would appear that the maximum time limit allowed by that
rule to be fixed by His Excellency the Governor is 15 days, and that
not more than two dayscan be devoted to the discussion of a. particular
demand. Hon. members will please note that the days that have been
allotted by His Excellency are only 10 days for the purpose of voting on
demands, and during these 10 days the voting must be finished and hon.
members will not be allowed to take more than two days for the discussion
on any one demand. There is a difference in tl_xe present rules and the
rules that obtained in the old Council. According to the rules that were
in vogue then, the Governor was to fix the day on which a particular
demand was to be taken up and also the hour or hours within which
the discussion was to be finished; but in the present rules, hon. mem-
bers will find that save and except the fixing of the time limit for finishing
discussion on all the demands the Governor has nothing to do with
regard to the manner as regards time and the order in which the discus-
sion for the disposal of the demands should. be made. Itis a change that
aims at a close approximation of the practice that obtains in the House
of Commons. It isintended that the critics of the budget should be
the judges of the time they would devote to thp discussion of a
particular demand. So it will be necessary for this House to decide
how many days they are to devote to the discussion of a particular
demand, of course subject to the rule prescribing the time limit I
have referred to and also to decide on which date which particular
demand should be taken up. So it will be the duty of this. House to
intimate to me their decision as to the allotment of days for the
discussion of the various demands. The House knows that there are
31 demands to be disposed of within 10 days.

There are three alternatives in this matter one of which the House
may adopt. The first one is that the Leaders of the various parties may
discuss the matter amongst themselves and then send me a list by Monday,
the 9th August showing clearly the demands which they desire to take
up on each of the days allotted for the purpose and the hours they desire
to devote for the discussion of each such demand. The second alter-
native is that Leaders of the various parties may only come to a decision
as to which Demand or Demands they would pay special attention to
and while intimating that decision to me they may supply me with the
hiqt showing the order of preference according to importance. If this
Si;f:;ns:ig;e is adopted, the allotment of days and the fixation of time for

of the demands may be relegated to me.

Supp']Ii‘:de third alternative is that only a list of the Demands may be

t0 me according to importance. If this is done there will be

no1 need to fix any specigcd datcpor hour for the discussion of any parti-

mzl)aF Demand, And subject only to the restriction imposed by rule 15

1('la ; il‘i S0, Particular Demand may be discussed for more than two
¥% the discussion of the Demands will proceed.

In this conn . 5
cct . t of the hon.
members to the tli(:;lellshould also draw the attention

imit i for givin,

i . imit imposed by Assembly Rule 92 giving
Egu{;ﬁ. Of_mou.oﬁs to refuse or reduce any Demand for Grant. It must
N€ In mind that sufficient time must be given to the Secretary to
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examine the Cut Motions and to prepare, print and circulate the lists in
good time to the members. There will, of course be no time for the
motions to go through any process of admission, The question whether any

motion is out of order or not will be left to the decision of the House. If

the first two alternatives are adopted, notices of cut motions must be
received by the Assembly Department at or before 3 p-m. two clear days
before the day on which the relevant Demand will be under consideration.
If the third alternative is followed, the time limit of two clear days’ notice
will have to be reckoned from the very first day, iz., 16th August, allotted
by His Excellency for voting on Demands for Grants, The Secretary will
in that case have one consolidated list printed for all the Demands arranged
according to the preference given by the House with the Cut Motions under
each relevant item. If thisis done there will be no loss of time of the
House, it will be in that case incumbent on the House to see that all the
important items are finished before 5 p.m. on the Iast day. At 5p.m., on
the last day the Chair shall guillotine the rest under rule 15(4). If the
House decides to adopt the third alternative, notices of all Cut Motions
must reach the Assembly Office before 3p.m., on the 13th August.
Hon. members are requested to give notice of their motions from the very
beginning in the proper form instead of rushing through at the last
moment. pre e ek a

I may add that if the House wants to follow the second al ive, t.e.
relegate the authority to me, I may tell the House that I havteengizth’ 1151’:
prepared in order to expedite matters and to help the hon. members.
The Leaders of the various parties may have the Jist for consultation and
come to a decision in the matter. It is up to the hon, members to see
that the arrangement shown in the list meets their wishes. The  responsibi-
lity of allotment of dates for particular demands rests with theﬁi PI e
also add that if the members want that even in the third alternative. cabs
nite hour should be fixed for the discussion of any one demandihe faation
of hours for particular demands may be left to me b e Tad ot
receipt of Cut Motions on the 13th August. :

‘}j)[‘he' House stands adjourned to 11 a.m., 'on M‘onday,

- P
1937. the 9th Augus
' | A. K. BARUA,
SmiLrone, - _ Setvilard:

The 7th September 1937. Legislative Assembly, Assam.
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