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Proceedings of the Second Session of the first Assam Legislative
Assembly assembled under the provisions of the Government of
India Act, 1935

The Assembly met at the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 2 p.m., on Fridays
the 6th August 1937

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

STARRED QUESTIONS
Construction of a diversion bund in Sibsagar Town
Srijur BHUBAN CHANDRA GOGOI asked :

. *47. Isit a fact that the Public Works Department has constructed 2
diversion Bund, near the Ring Bund, in the town of Sibsagar ?
. *48. Will Government be pleased to state its length, and the expen”
diture incurred therein since its inception up to the present time ? o
_*49. Will the Government be pleased to consider the question Ot =
Sluice gate to protect the rate-payers, who are left out to the mercy of
Dikhow, by the construction of the diversion Bund.

e

;inE HowN’sLe Mauravi Savip Sir - MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

47.—The answer is in the affirmative. . . o]

48.—The length is *42 miles. And the cost of construction 18 Rs.16,927.

49.—Proposals for provision of a syphon for the drainage of this area mf,‘
under consideration of Government, who are awaiting Fthe _colleCtlon o
further information regarding flood levels during the present rains. =

Srijur DEVESWAR SARMAH: When are we to expect a decision,
Sir ?

THE Hon’BLE MauLAv Sarymd Sk MUHAMMAD SMDULLA: As
I said, Government is considering the question of the provision of a syphon
and we are taking levels now. Data will be available after the rainy
season.

Introduction of Compulsory Primary Education
Sryjur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA asked : 3

*50. Have Government made any scheme for the introduction of
compulsory primary education in the province and, if so, will Government
place the same on the table ? |

Tue HoN’BLE SHAMs-UL-UrLama MaurLana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED : i
replied :

P 50.—Under the present law—the Assam Primary Education Act—the
initiative of devising schemes rests with the local authorities concerned.



275

Srijur DEVESWAR SARMAH : What is the intention of Govern-
ment on the subject at the present moment ?

Tue Hon’BLE SuaMs-uL-UramMa Mauvrana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED :
I have already said that the initiative lies with the local authorities.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Has no scheme been prepared
by the Hon’ble Minister ?

THE Hon’BLE SuaMs-uL-UrLaMA Maurana ABU NASR MD, WAHEED :
The initiative should come from the local authority.

MavrLavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that
the Act provides for two-thirds of the cost to be provided by Government ?

THE Hon'BLE Smams-UL-UrLama Mavrana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED :
Yes, but this question does not really arise.

Sryur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Has the Hon’ble Minister
provided any money for that ?

THE Hon’BLE SHAMs-UL-Urama Mavrava ABU NASR MD. WAHEED :
No scheme has been put forward by the local authorities for financial
reasons, perhaps.

Sriyjur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Does not the Act provide for
the initiative to be taken by Government ?

THE Hon’BLE SHAMS-UL-UrLama MaurLaNna ABU NASR MD. WAHEED::
No.

Srijur GOPI NATH BARDOLOI: Will Government provide
money if the local authorities resolve upon initiating Compulsory Primary
Education ?

Tae Hon’sLE SHAMs-UL-Urama Mavrana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED :
Under the provisions of............

BaBu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Ona point of order, Sir, the
Hon’ble Minister is addressing the floor.

TueE Hon’BLE SHAMS-UL-ULaMa Maurana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED :
Under the present Act if the education cess levied by the local authorities
is equal to one-third of the cost, the other two-thirds would be paid by
Government, : :

MaurLavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Should that be by local cess ? 1s
that the provision ?

THE Hon’BLE SuHAMs-uL-ULama Mavrana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED :
Not necessarily by local cess ; it may be by any means possible. !

KHAN Sanm Mauravi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: Did
the Hon’ble Minister receive any petition from Baniyachong in the Habiganj
subdivision for the introduction of Compulsory Primary Education there ?

TuE Hon’BLE SHAMs-UL-Urama MaurLana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED :
I do not remember about Baniyachong. There were several schemes put
forward by local authorities ; but they could not be carried out for financial
reasons : the local authorities could not provide funds.

MavLavi MUNAWWARALI: Is the Hon’ble Minister prepared

to provide money in the budget if the local authorities would be forthcom-
ing with their schemes ?

THE HoN’sre teHe SPEAKER: That question has already been
answered.

MavLavi MUNAWWAR ALI: I did not hear the reply.
f t?l?‘l? BELI RAM DAS: Has the Hon’ble Minister budgeted any sum
or education of the depressed classes and the backward peoples ?

Tue How’BLE THE SP ; : z S
some other question. EAKER : That matter will come up in reply
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Srgur GOPI NATH BARDOLOI: Am I to understand that not a

single pie has been provided for expansion of compulsory primary educa-
tion ?

Tue Hon’BLE SHAMs-UL-UrLaMa Maurana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED :
Because no scheme has been forthcoming from local bodies,

Sryjur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA asked :

*51. Will Government be pleased to state (a) the approximate cost

of compulsory primary education, (b) whether Government propcse to
introduce the same and () if so, when ?

TueE Hon’BLE SHAMS-UL-UrLama MauLANA ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied :

51.—The approximate cost of introd‘ucing. compulsory primary education
throughout the province will be something in the nature of about three
crores of rupees.

_ Sryur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Isit recurring or non-recur-
ring ?

TrE Hon’BLE SHAMs-UL-ULama MauLANA ABU NASR MD. WAHEED :
Recurring of course.

As regards (b), obviously Government do not propose to introduce the
same throughout the province at present. But the policy of ‘Govcrnm_cnt 13
expansion of primary education as a step towards  the introduction  of
compulsory primary education and the introduction of - compulsory primary
education itself will be considered when funds permit.

Asregards (¢) Government cannot say.

Srjur SIDDHI NATH SARMA :  What will be the cost, Sir ?

THE Hon'sLe Srans-uL-Urama MauLana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED :
I have said it will be something in the nature of about three crores of
rupees.

MR. NABA KUMAR DATTA: How was this arrived at ?

Tue Hon'sLE Suams-uL-Urama MauraNa ABU NASR MD. WAHEED :
That was calculated by Mr. Cunningham.

Srijur SIDDHI NATH SARMA : What is the basis of that calcula~
tion ?

Tue Hon'sre SHams-ur-Urama MauLana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED :
I want notice of that.

Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: When was the scheme
prepared by Mr. Cunningham ?

el
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Sryur KRISHNA NATH SARMAH: Will Government make a
beginning ?

THE Hon’BLE SHAMS-UL-ULAMA MAULAN:} ABU NASR MD. WAHEED :
Under the Act [ am prepared to make a beginning.

: i he Act
Srijur RAJANI KANTA BAROOAH : Thereis of course t

passed gy a by‘g,rone Government. I want to know whether the present
Government under provincial autonomy is contemplating to do anything,
and if so, what it is ?

THE Hon’BLE SHAMS-UL-ULAMA I\a_IAULANA ABU NASR MD. WAH(};‘.EE}: c:
The policy, Sir, is the expansion of primary educatlpn as a Stip tthar i’*‘ e
introduction of the principle of com.pulsmn, as pro_vu:_led in t (? 1: 2 e
of all we must have primary education brought within easy reac 0‘11 =
people and then the question of the introduction of compulsion wi e
thought of.

A I KANTA BAROOAH: May I know when primary
educiﬁgﬂngo‘ilﬁo be brought within the reach of the people, and when is
compulsion contemplated to be introduced ? I want to know the approxi-
mate time.

: Wi : Mini hen
Srijur DEVESWAR SARMAH : \Vlll' the Hon’ble Minister say w
free cou{pulsory primary education will be introduced—whether within 5
years or 10 years or 100 years.

THE Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : The hon. member will please avoid
the tone of banter.

Srgur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: TIs there any scheme at
?

prcsc’i‘l:n; How’sLe Mauravi SAvip SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -
There is no scheme at all at present, Sir. We are now bound by the Assam
Primary Education Act. Under the provisions of that Act the initiative is
with the local bodies. If they first provide one-third of the cost then
Government will contribute the remaining two-thirds. No scheme has
uptil now been taken up, because no local body has been able to provide
one-third of the cost.

Srijur RAJANI KANTA BAROOAH: Do we understand, Sir, that
Government never thought of compulsory primary education in the
province ?

Tur Hon’sLe Mavuravi Savio S;R MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Government did consider, Sir, and I, as Education Minister, introduced
the Bill that was passed into Act by the House.

Sryur KRISHNA NATH SARMAH: Has it not worked during the

last ten years ?

THE HoN’BLE SHAMS-UL-ULAMA MAULANA ABU NASR MD. WAHEED :
There is a resolution to that

effect, Sir, and when it comes, I shall answer
that question.

SRjuT PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : The Hon’ble Minister says,
Sir, that although a scheme has not been prepared, some beginning has
been made. Then the Hon’ble Minister must have prepared a scheme
under which he is going to begin the introduction of compulsory primary

education. May I know what is the period within which he is going to
introduce compulsion P

THE HonN’BLE SHAMS-UI.-
The Act is there and the sc
the local bodies.

UraMa Mauvrana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED :
heme is also there. But the initiative rests with
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Kuan Sanis Mavnavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: Has
the Hon’ble Minister provided any money for local boards, if they come with
a prayer for grants ?

Tae HoN'BLE SHAMS-UL-ULAMA Maurana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED :
We are ready to do that.

Ra1 Bamapur PROMODE ‘CHANDRA DUTT:
boards neglect their duty.
or not ?

: Suppose the local
In that case will Government do anything

TaeE HoN’BLE SHAMS-UL-UramMa Maurana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED :
As far as the Act is concerned, the duty first of all rests with the local
bodies.

Rar Banapur PROMODE CHANDRA DUTT: We have heard it
said a thousand times like that. I want to know whether, in the case stated
by me, Government will do anything.

Tue HoN’BLE Mauravi Saryvip SiR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :  If
my hon. friend has gone through the budget he would have found that
Government is doing more than its share in primary education. Govern-
ment has already provided about 10 lakhs in the budget for the expansion of
primary education.

Sryjur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : I think, Sir, the law is a  little
different. Will the Hon’ble Minister please read the rule of the Act which
is before him under which he says that the initiative is always with the
local bodies ?

Tue HoN’BLE SHAMs-UL-Urama MauLaNna ABU NASR MD. WAHEED -
1 want notice.

Tue Hox'BLe tHE SPEAKER: I think that, when constant refer.
ences to the Act have been made by the Hon’ble Minister, the hon. member
is quite in order in asking the question. No notice is required in such cases

Tue Hon’BLE Mauravi  Sarvio SR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I

can say, Sir, that in every case the initiative for provision of funds rests with
the local board.

Sryur LAKHESVAR BOROOAH : A little while ago the Hon’ble Chief
Minister said that 10 lakhs have been provided in the budget. May I know
whether any amount has been ear-marked for the introduction of compulsory
primary education ?

Tue Hon’BLE Mauravi Sarvip SiR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I
have already said that thereis no provision under the Act in the budget,
because no local board has been able, on account of the present financial
depression, to provide one-third of the cost necessary to be subscribed by

m.
Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALT AHMED: Am I to understand that the
hands of Gochmment are bound by the Act ?

THE ON’BLE SHAMS-UL-ULAMA MaurLaNna ABU  NAS
WAHEED : The Act was passed by the House. S MD,

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Is not G 3
take any initiative in the matter ? ¢ not Government going to

: (No reply.)
§;{§]U'II' PURNA CHANDRA SARMA asked :
. Is it a fact that in the primary schools the b
classes in the lowest standard for a fe 4 oo ndaitendsthe

w months 0nly and then pi
school for ever ? If so, do Government propose t give up the

; : ) o take immediate m
to check it by introducing a sort of compulsion under which childreflastlvllf;
have attended school for a prescribed period

should not :
from school before they complete their school age ? not be withdrawn

L]
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Tue HonN'BLE Suams-ur-Urama Maurana ABU NASR MDD,
WAHEED : The wastage in primary schools is of course very great. Goy.

ernment will consider the possibility of introducing some form of compulsory
retention.

Srjur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware
that such a scheme has been adopted in Burma and Madras ?

THE HoN'BLE Suams-uL-Urama Maurava  ABU NASR Mp.
WAHEED : I am not aware. But we are considering this question,

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

Affairs of Sylhet Municipality
Basu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked :

48. Has Government received any petit?op sent by numerous respectable
citizens of Sylhet for stay of the ensuing municipal election or for ordering
a fresh election under section 293 of the Assam Municipal Act ?

49. If so, what action do Government propose to adopt on the petition

50. Has the attention of Government been drawn to the Editoria]
article of the Sylhet Chronicle of 14th June, 1937 wherein it ig stated, with
details of the numbers of Holdings and Ward—that severa] persons E;.rc ”
the Rolls who are teachers of Lower _anary Schools under Bal&gan' P hln
Station and are resident within 14 miles of the town and th J tolice
Assistant Teacher in Mangalchandi High School ?

51. Will Government enquire if these were illegal entries
made in the interests of the Chairman, North Sylhet Local B
candidate for this Ward ?

52. Will Government consider the dcsirability of Terains ;

: 2t uir
conduct of the Chairman in such cases ? QUIrIng into the

53. Is it a fact th‘at the Nommauon papers of Babu @
Aditya and Md. Waris candidates for Ward N
Chairman and one of his ‘tgrothers and‘thc Vice-Chairman were also candi-
dates, were found on scrutiny to contain wrong numbers against the
of proposers and seconders and that on the contention of the cq drfgmcs
the Election Magistrate declared the nomin ndidates

: ation valid, holdig
wrong numbers were forgeries being interpolations in the origingalthgt tlut:
numbers put down in the nomination papers ? S

54. Is it a fact that the D

eputy Commiissi
about these altered numbers ?p iy SIS
55. Will Government please say if the res ibili
S ponsibility f i
of nurgbprs has 'been fixed and if any action has been }‘Eak:; %hetféelgauons
Commissioner ; if so, what ? e g

and were
ard, who was 2

: opesh Chand
0. IT in which the Mun?::lip;al.

held enquiries

Tue HoN’sLe Rev. J, J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :
48.—-—Yes.
49.—Government were advised that

it would not be in accordance with
the law for them to Postpone the election.
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Basu KARUNA SINDHU ROY:  Will the ‘Hon’ble Minister say who
are the Government legal advisers ?

Tue Hon’sLE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : The Legal Advisers of
Government.

Basu RABINDRANATH ADITYA : Was the opinion of the Gov-
ernment Pleader, Sylhet, taken in the matter ?

STHE Hon’sLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: As far as I remember
no, Sir.
0 EABU RABINDRANATH ADITYA : Whose advice does Government
take !

Tae How’bLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: That of the Legal
Remembrancer ?

Basu RABINDRANATH ADITYA : Was that the only opinion taken
in the matter ?

Tre Hox’sre Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : That was supposed to
be sufficient.

Basu RABINDRANATH ADITYA: Am I to take it that the
opinion of the Government Pleader, Sylhet, was not taken in the matter ?

Tue Hown’sie Rev. J. .J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: I have already
answered that question, Sir.

Tae HoN’BLE REV. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

50.—Yes.

51.—Under the Electoral Rules the electoral roll when published is
final, It is not therefore understood how any entries in the final roll can be
deemed to be illegal.

Basu RABINDRANATH ADITYA: I am afraid it is not a proper
answer to the question. The answer is: “ Under the Electoral Rules the
clectoral roll when published is final. Itis not therefor= understood how
many entries in the final roll can be deemed to be illegal.” If it is final
does it necessarily mean that it has been quite legal ?

THe Hon'BLE REV. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : If the rule says that
the electoral roll when published is final then it must be final,

Basu RABINDRANATH ADITYA: Butit may not be legal. The
question is whether it was legal.

Tae Hon’sre Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: I am not prepared
to discuss the legal question here. :

Basu RABINDRANATH ADITYA: The question is whether it was
legal or not ? :

Tae HoN’srLe Rev. J. J. M. NIGHOLS-ROY : Tt is a very clear and
plain thing to any body who reads the rules of Municipal Election, and I
do not sece why a question should be raised on that.

Basu RABINDRANATH ADITYA: Whether it was legal that is the
question ?

Toe How'sie Rev. J. J. M. NIGHOLS-ROY: It is already stated
that under the Electoral Rules the electoral roll when published is final, and
from the stand-point of Government it is legal and final.

Basu RABINDRANATH ADITYA: From the stand-point of Govern-
ment what is final is legal ?

Tue Hon’sre Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Yes.

(Laughter).

Mauvravi MUNAWWAR ALI: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that
any rules prepared under the Assam Municipal Act require the sanction of

the Assembly ?
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: ir, I am not
Tae How’sLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: No, Sir, !
aware of that, but I am aware of the fact that the rules should be laid
before the legislature. That is the only provision in the Act. 5
MavrLavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Do rules become legal beforesthey
are laid before the legislature ? i :
Tue Hon’BLE Tae SPEAKER : I think that is not a proper question.

TrE HoN’BLE REv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

52.—No. T

53.—Wrong electoral numbers were found on certain nomination papers
against the names of proposers and st:condersZ but the_Magxstrate refuilcd tg
reject those papers on the ground that the u:regularlty could be con ocim
as the proposers and seconders were duly qualified to propose and second.

Basu HARENDRA NARAYAN CHAUDHURI: I want to know
whether those electoral numbers were actually wrong and the nomination
papers tempered with either by the Chairman or by the Election Magistrate
and the numbers altered ? g

ToHE Hon’srLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: It is stated very
clearly that the Magistrate found that the numbers in thvose _nomination
papers were wrong but in spite of that he allowed those nomination papers.

Basu HARENDRA NARAYAN CHAUDHURI: If the nominations
were wrong how the Magistrate could allow them ?

THE Hon’sLE REv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Perhaps the proposers
and seconders were known to him. -

Basu HARENDRA NARAYAN CHAUDHURI: Did the Magistrate
actually know the proposers and the seconders ?

Tue HonN’sLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : I think the Magistrate
had them before him.

Bapu HARENDRA NARAYAN CHAUDHURI : Is it because the
Magistrate knew that the nomination papers were tempered with and there-
fore he brought those gentlemen to the court ?

~ THE HoN’sLE REV. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : That is not the ques-
tion.

Basu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Was it the finding of the Magis-
trate that the wrong numbers were forgeries ?

Trae Hon’sie Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: I cannot say that.
The Election Officer went into the question, and whether he made a decision
that it was a case of forgery, I cannot say.

dB{\PBU HARENDRA NARAYAN CHAUDHURI: Was any enquiry
made ?

may'l}:;HE Hox’BLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Ido not know. He

REae ave made some enquiry, but I do not know what kind of enquiry he

Basu RABINDRA NAT : hat
the Election Officer fornd H ADITYA: If Government finds

question ? the numbers to be forged, will it take up the
THE HoN’BLe Rev. T. T. 7 : s
cal question, EV. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Thatisa hypothe

Basu RABINDRA NATH AD . - : nt is
going to shield the accused ? e Mey T knowg EREERES

THE HoN’BLE Rgy. T. M S t is not
going to shicld any aers é{:l _I : . NICHOLS-ROY : Governmen

Rat BAiADuR PROMODE CHANDRA DATTA: When the Election
Magistrate decided the point that means the matter ends.
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Basu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: The questionis: “ Isita fact
that the nomination papers of Babu Gopesh Chandra Aditya and Muham-
mad Waris candidates for Ward No. II in which the Municipal Chairman
and one of his brothers and the Vice-Chairman were also candidates, were
found on scrutiny to contain wrong numbers against the names of proposers
and seconders and that on the contention of the candidates the Election
Magistrate declared the nomination valid holding that the wrong numbers
were forgeries......”. _If that is the case why did not the Hon’ble Minister
enquire into the matter and ascertain the truth ?

Tue HonsLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: I have already
answered.

Mavravi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALL: Was any enquiry made in
regard to the forgery ? :

Tae Hon’sLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: I do not know if
the Election Magistrate decided whether it was forgery or not.

Bau RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: He held it to be an irregularity
or a forgery ? ;

Tuae Hon’BLE ReEv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: The fact is that the
that Election Magistrate found that there was somc_:thl_n_g irreg}ﬂar.
Whether it was forgery or not that question has not been judicially decided.

Basu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA :- D%es tg'xe Ho%’ble Minister
mean to sa lection Officer found it to be a forgery ?

TH(;; Hyo;xt’fx_t,gﬂflfgg.l c}, 3, M. NICHOLS-ROY : I did not say that the
Election Officer decided that it was a forgery, but he found something
irregular. - : :

Kuan Banapur Mavravi KERAMAT ALI: Has any election peti-
tion been filed by anybody ? oY: N

Tre How’sie Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: No.

Tre Hon’BLE REV. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

54,—Yes. -

55.—No. No action in the matter has been taken.

Basu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Is Government unable or un-

.y > A

Wlﬂu&gﬁ;o}%ﬁ;g;ygg&? }..J . M, NICHOLS-ROY: Government does not
wish to take any action in the matter because no rate-payer in Sylhet has
takc%i:alg ﬁlg?N%II{RaI&ATH ADITYA: Becausc somebody does not com-
plain, so Government does not take any action 1n ;hehmati:cr a_lt}zc;ugh
Government knows that something wrong was done. ‘ s that the poml :

Tre Hon’BLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Is that a supplemen-

B ’

g/ '%:;Stli;)cl)ln;m,n tae SPEAKER : That question was answered yesterday.

Introduction of secret ballot system in the Local Board Election
Basu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked:

i i ling in the province to
56. (a) Isit a fact that therc is a strong fee )
have the (sc)cret ballot system introduced in the Local Board Election ?

(b) Will Government take immediate stcps to introduce this system
in the next election of members to the local bodies of the province ?

n
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Jail gardens, through the manual labour of the pr
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‘Tue Hon'nie'Rev. J. Ji M. NICHOLS-RQOY replied:

56. (a)—Yesy . ; L : -
(b)—The matter is under consideration. Government will certainly
dlo their best to mecet the wishes of the public in the matter.

Grievantes of tenants against the landlords fa the Sunamiganj Sub-
division

Basu RARUNA SINDHU ROY asked :

57. (a) Do Government propose-to take any steps against the land-
lords in the Sunamganj Subdivision for dispossessing tenants of lands for
ithe purpose” of preparing fishery mahals with or without any compensations
to the raiyats ? e o

() If Government has no information about this will thé Hon’ble
Minister in charge propose to make an enquiry and lay a report on the

\ teable ?

Tue Hon'ste Srijur ROHINT RUMAR CGHAUDHURI replied :

57. (a)—Government have no _informat@on _about the grievance
suggested in the hon. member’s question. : The rights of landiords and
itenants however are specifically laid down in the recently enacted Sylhet
‘Tenancy ‘Act which'is now ‘in force"and persons aggrieved, if so advised,
mmay seek their remedy in the civil court under the said law. ‘

(¢) Itis not clear what purpose would be served b
‘as- Government cannot interfere with the process of the above mentihed B
unless it is amended. Moreover no specific instances have been cited into
which an enquiry may be made.

Basu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: Is Government aware
tain lands were taken away from the tenant by the zamindars o
rang, Palash, Bhatipara and Pagla to make their fishery mahalg ?

THE Ho¥'err Sryjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURT -

Yy an enquiry,

that cer-
f Gaura-

I' am not

Jail affairs
Basu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked : ‘

58. Will Government please state—
(a) How the vegetables and fruits of every kind - produced in the

. isoners, are dispos d of 2
b) Whether the prisoners are enti ) i
(5) p itled to consume these vegetables P

(¢) Is it a fact that they are given wha ;
tion and distribution amongst y;;he jgil sta“ﬁ‘1 2;?%?;1‘:1]?;6;:;&? copsudmp}
st class things .and that -worst class and wourst quality are 1(:?{ ffoiptl}lve 4®
(d) IS, Government going to reform the Jail adminiqtratio,]ff;l,
(e) Is Government aware that Jail officials act alwayls in violation
of rules laid down in the Jail Manual, if not, will Government make

j n.lscnqmry by a non-official committee about mal-administration in
ails.
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Tue HongreE Sryut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

58. (@) (b)—The hon. member is referred to rule 741 of the
-Assam Jail Manual, Volume I.

(c)—So far as Government aré aware, no. 1

(d)—Government are always prepared to listen to suggestions and to
make changes that appear desirable. i :

(¢)—No. The question of an enquiry does not arise on materials
suggested by this question alone. )

Mr. NABA KUMAR DATTA: With reference to question 58(c),
are not foodstuffs consumed by prisoners examined by the Jail
Superintendent sometimes ?

Tre Hon’sre Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: They are
examined according to the rules.

s Mz. NABA KUMAR DATTA: Have they got any case of com-
plaint : ;
_Tre Hox’sre Srgur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Not with-
in the last four months,

Mr. NABA KUMAR DATTA : Will Government be pleased to make
actual enquiries as to any allegation made ?

ToHE HoN’BLE SRIJIS;T R(%HINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: If any
specific allegation is made, certainly an enquiry will be made. Sl

Sryyur BELI RAM DAS: Isita fact that in place of cows 'Iml'
;?ndcmed milk mixed up with hot water is supplied in some jails in
ssam ?
Tue Hon’ere Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Govern-
mentsls not gware of that. L iry ?

RjuT BELI RAM DAS : ill Government make an enquiry - ;

Doce e HoN’sLe Mauravi o e UHAMMAD SAADULLA
oes the hon. member object to the use of condensed milk ? A

Basu HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: Did Govers:,
Inent ascertain from the Jail authorities that the conditions of rule 741 o
the Jail Manual are faithfully followed.

THE HoN’BLE Srjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Govern-
ment has no reason to suppose that this provision has not been followed.
Bl.lltl’ gs 1 hac-lVC said, if any specific allegation is made a very careful enquiry
WL € made. G

SrRijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Will c;h.e:f lfjlotn’blecl;fiunster
state if he visited any jails in Assam during the period of his tenure =

Tue Hon’sre Skijor ROHINT KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I visited
Gaubati and Dhubri Jails. :

Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Did he receive any complaint
from any prisoners during his visit about anything ?

Tee How’sLe THe SPEAKER :  The question is too wide. "

?SR-IJUT PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: About treatment of prison-
ers °

Tue Hon’sie Szijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: That is a
very vague question and I am unable to answer that.

KuaN Bamapur Mauvravi KERAMAT ALI: Did the Hon’ble Minis-
ter pay any surprise visit ?

; Tuae How'BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I did not
give any surprise visit.

Basu DAXSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: Is the
Hon’ble Minister speaking from his personal knowledge ?

~
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Tue Hon’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I am not
prepared to indulge in sweeping remarks, i

Skjur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Did the hon. member read
the Jails Manual thoroughly ?

THE Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : He is supposed to have done.

Srijur (BELTRAM DAS: Has Government made any attempt.
to re-capture the escaped prisoner from the Gauhati Jail ?

THE Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : 'This question does not arise.

Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Does the Hon’ble Minister
consider it necessary to revise the Jail Manual ?

TrE Hon’sLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I have not
yet arrived at that conclusion.

Selection of Jurors

Basu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked :

59. Will Government please state how the jurors are generally selected ?

THE Hon’BLE SrRijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

59.—The hon. member is referred to Sections 319-324 of the Code of"
Criminal Procedure,

Damage by Floods in Sunamganj Subdivision

Basu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked: :

60. (@) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Public Works Department
please lay on the table the latest reports from Engineers, regarding fiamage
by floods in (i) the Aman crop area inundated by the Kushiara, in
the Subdivision of Sunamganj through “Fenchi-dhala” (not very far
from famous ‘“Kalnichar-dhala’” which is being silted up), (iz) the Bura
crop area in Halir Haor inundated through Rathla-khal in the subdivision
of Sunamganj, (ziz) the Bura area lying between Shanir Haor and Halir
Haor inundated though Abua-khal in the subdivision of Sunamganj,
(iv) the Aman crop area surrounding Kaua Dighi haor in the South
Sylhet Subdivision, inundated by the Kushiara through Kera Dair, Machua-
khali and Meni-khal, (s) the Bura crop area inundated by Gagla-khali
under Police Station Dharampasha in the Sunamganj Subdivision ?

A i () Do Government propose to act up to the Engineers’ recommend-
ationsin each case ? If not, why not ? 2 :

(¢) Did Government ever contemplate the creation of Waterways

Department to observe the course of irrigation and devise suitable means
to minimise the effects of flood ?
(d) If so, why the department has not been opened yet ?
... (¢) Do Government propose to open immediately the Waterways
lesmn for the above purpose ?
rcphgélfz Hon’sLe Mauvravi Sarvio Sir MUHAMMAD  SAADULLA

60. (2)—Government have only reports to the effect that the sudden
overflow of the Kushiara river when in [Il)ood causes damage to the crops in
the lmn(lf)dlaﬁ: vicinity of the overflow.

A2/—NO0 recommendation has been suggested by the Engineers
for dealing with this natural action of the river g-in spreayéling its sgurpius
waters over the adjacent low land.

(¢)—Yes.
((f)):II\Tr; .vu:w of the expense involved.
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- Bau KARUNA SINDHU ROY : Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge
of Agriculture say why no records have been kept of the damages done by
various causes to poor agriculturists who form the « bulk of the pepulation
of the province ? N SliAT s

THE HoN'BLE Mauravi Savmy Sme MUHAMMAD. SAADULLA :
The original question was put to me being in charge of ~the Public, Works
Department. I replied that Government have only reports to the effect
that the sudden overflow of the Kushiara river when in. flood causes - damage:
to the crops in the immediate vicinity of the overflow. = Beyond. that we
have got no reports. :

Basu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA:: Whatis the meaning. of the
words ‘immediate vicinity’ ? ey :

Tae Hon’eLe Mavravi Samvip Sik MUHAMMAD SAADULLA ¢
That depends upon the level of the neighbouring country.

Mauravi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY ;. It isa fact that the Deputy
Commissioner visited the areas affected by Fenchi Dhala ?

THE HoN’BLE Mauravi Sarvm SR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

I have got no report from the Deputy Commissioner.

Baeu HARENDRA NARAYAN CHAUDHURI: If no recom-
mendation has been made by Government, will the Hon’ble Minister take
my opinion and bring some dredgers to raise the river ?

TaeE HoN’BLE MAULAVE SAIYID SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: If
the hon. member be good enough to give his suggestions T will * consider
them. v

Newspaper article regarding prisioners sent to - Andamans
Banu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked :

61. (a) Has the attention of Government been drawn ‘to the cditorial
eolumn of  Fanasakti dated the 16th June 1937, about two prisoners sent to
the Andamans having conviction of seven and five years 2.

(6) Will Government please state why they were sent to the Andamans

and how many years after their trial ?

(¢) Will Government please state the names of Jails from which they
were sent to the Andamans ? s

. (@) Wil Government please state whether there were any terrorist
activities in Assam at the time when they were sent to the Andamans ?

l.'I;;*IE HoN'sre Mauvravt Sarvip SIR - MUHAMMAD  SAADULLA
replied :

61. (a)—Yes. .

{(b)—Because their presence in a Provincial Jail was considered to be
t_.’tangcrous. They Ieft Sylhet Jail for the Andamans on 2.7th,Novcmb,e,r 1935,
i.e., 15 months after their conviction. i

(¢)—Both from Sylhet.

(d)—Yes. ‘

Srjur RAJENDRA CHANDRA BARUA: May I know, Sir how
he comes to the conclusion that there were terrorist activities in the pro-
vince ? -

THE HoN’BLE Mauravi Sarvip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: We
have had reports from our Intelligence Branch, ;

o
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Mauravi ASHRAF UDDIN  MD. GHAUDHURI - With regard to
(b) was any overt act done after they were sent to the Andamans. - = -

Tue HowBLe Mauravi Sarvib S;ir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA =
How: could they 2 TFhey were already  confined in Jail. .-« o0 0

Mauravi Syep ABDUR ROUF: Because they were in'the' prison, how
could they become dangerous ? L adl £

Tue HoxsrE MavLavr Sarvip Stk  MUHAMMAD - SAADULLA: T
am not prepared to disclose the confidental report: of the police; < - v

MavuLavr S¥vEp ABDUR ROUF :  Did they consult authorities
Tae Hon’BLE Mauravr Sanvip Stk MUHAMMAD: SAADULLA =
The authorities were surely consulted. They were- transferred: in- the time:
of the then Hon’ble Judicial Member who is present in this House. It was
in 1935.
Srijur DEBESWAR SARMA.:  Were: there  any dangerous: crimes.
then in existence,
= THE HoN’BLE Mauravi Savip Sik MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
es.
Srjur PURNA CHANDRA . SARMA :- Do the present: Government
call them dangerous.
THE HowBLe Mauravi Sarvip S;ir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
They are now . in the Andamans. i :
Basu HARENDRA NARAYAN CHAUDHURI: Whether the British.
‘?qfermnent tumbled down  during . their fiftcen month’s stay in the Sylhet
ail. '

. THE HON'BLE Mauravi Sarvip Sk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
This Government thought that their presence in. Assam Jails was under-
mining the discipline of other jail population as they were trying to
nculcate jail prisoners in terorrist. ideas; and activities.

Banu HARENDRA NARAYAN CHAUDHURI: During fifteen
month’s nothing untoward happened. ? :
Tue HoN’BLE Mayravi Sarvip SR - MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -
They were in_jail. ;
. SRUUT PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Was any jail punishment,
Biven 1o any of these prisoners ?
I THE_ HoN’BLE Mauravi Sarvio SR MUHAMMAD SADULLA -
am not aware of that, I require notice.
Mauravi Svep ABDUR ROUF :—If they were dangerous in jail would
not be more da.ngerous when coming out of it ? :
- (laughter).

they

Village Chaukidars in Sylhet District
Banu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked :

taﬁ;}éa)the“ggstscoogeynmcnt please state what really is the utility of main--

B R exce\mll:a.ge chaukidars in the - district of Sylhet.?  What

ficials ? Pt dancing attendance on Panchayats and police-
b) Isi

wa.tch(a)t nigtlifz?ct that the chaukidars in the district.of Sylhet never keep
(¢) Do Governmep,

find better means fo

and Chaukidars in ¢

t propose to undertake to form a committec to

I r'egulating and supervising the s of Panchayats
he district of Sylhgt ? 5 WorsR .
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. _Tue Hon’sie MAULAVI SaAwip S MUHAMMAD SAADUDLA
replied :

62. (a)—The hon. member is referred to the duties defined in Section 39
at pages 12-13 of the Bengal Village Chaukidari Act, 1870, a copy of which
is placed on the Library table.

(b)—So far as Government are aware, the chaukidars in the district of
Sylhet keep watch at night when detailed to do so.

(e)—The question of making certain changes in the present system of
chaukidari administration of the Goalpara, Sylhet and Cachar districts is
now under the consideration of Government, -

Appointment of officers of Government under section 10 (2) of the
Assam Local Self-Government Act in Maunicipal affairs

Basu HARENDRA NARAYAN CHAUDHURI asked :

63. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Local Self-Government
Please state —
(a) the names of the Municipalities in which officers of Government
are still appointed members under Secuqn 10(2) of the Act ?
(6) Whether the practice has been discontinued in any orin all the
Municipalities ? If so, when and why ?

TrE HoN’BLE REv, J-J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

63. (a¢)—In all Municipalities officers of Government are appointed as
expert advisers under Section 10(2) but these officers are not members of
the Board. The local Givil Surgeon and Executive Engineer (and in the
case of subdivisions the Subdivisional Medical Officer and the Subdivisional

Officer, Public Works Department) are generally appointed expert advisers.
(6)—Does not arise.,

Personnel of members of the Communication Board

Basu HARENDRA NARAYAN CHAUDHURI asked :

64. Do Government propose to consider the i iati
. : pPropriety of associating
the Dircctor of Agriculture and of Public Health in the Communications

Board for the purpose of facilitating direct consultation in the Board as
;_c; t}ftlllletgler and how any scheme is likely to affect agriculture and Public
ealth :

ngE How’BLE Mauravi Sarvip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
repiied

64,—No.
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Irregularities in Sylhet Municipal elections
Basy HARENDRA NARAYAN CHAUDHURI asked :

65. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Local Self-Government
Please state if itis a fact that on scrutiny of nomination papers of two
candidates in the last elections of Sylhet Municipality, the Election

agistrate found that certain numbers of voters given on the nomination
Papers had been altered ; and that after taking the deposition on oath of
a4 proposer, who is a District Bar Pleader and several others, he came
to the conclusion that the numbers had been altered and that original
Numbers were correct and held the nomination papers valid ?
66. Will Government be pleased to state wheth_er any step has since
een taken to fix the responsibility for these forgeries as found by the
Election Magistrate ?

67. If so, what action has been taken against the persons concerned ?

68. Do Government propose to consult its legal advisers whether
the custodian of a public document, to wit, the nomination papers, is
not responsible and also will Government state if the Chairman was the
custodain in the present case ?

69. Do Government propose to enact laws or make rules so as to
fix the responsibility with regard to documents of these nature and thus
provide against such forgeries ?

THE Hon’BLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

65, 66 and 67.—The hon. member is referred to the answers given
to the questions put by Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy.

68.—No.

69.—Under the election rules nomination papers are delivered to
the Chairman who forwards them to the Magistrate for scrutiny. Gov-
ernment will consider the desirability of amending this rule so as to
provide for nomination papers being filed direct to the Magistrate.

[}

Recurrence of floods in Assam
Basu HARENDRA NARAYAN CHAUDHURI asked :

70. Is it a fact that Assam is seriously affected _bY recurring floods ?
.11 (&) Will Government be pleased to state if its own experts have
formulated any scheme for providing remedies against floods ? If S0,
has the (1(311%11:’: been tried with any effect?

at are th lificati and designations of ¢
and how many are they? S e i R : HeSEIoTRE
72. Is it a fact that all the i i i
C provinces of India except Assam contri-
bute7;01th_e maintenance of the Central Board of Irrigation?
- 28 1t a fact that this year’s floods so far are not abnormal and

shortage of rainfalls js reported from Cherrapunji and Sj
meteorological stations of Surma Valley? oy char; ticSHD

plirfé‘fﬂ HoN'BLE  Mavravi Saym S MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
Ie cd o

70.— Assam owing to its geographical situation is subject to floods.
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71.— (a) In pursuance of a Resolution passed at the September
1929 session: of the Council a flood enquiry  committee consisting of the
ffollowing was appointed :(—

-1, Mr..A. Lines, ‘Chicf Engineer, Railway Board.

2. Rai Bahadur G. ‘C. Das, Chief Engineer of Messts. Martin’s
Light Railwayss

3. Mr. H. S. R. Boyagian, Chief Engineer, Assam-Bengal Railway.

4. Mr. G. D. Walker, 1.c.s., Deputy Commissioner, Cachar.

5. Mr. M. Little,  1s.E.

6. Mr. H. P. Barua, Is.E.

The Committee visited and inspected both the Valleys and
submitted a comprehensive Teport recommendlpg amongst others, the
.opening of a: Waterways Division with an experienced Irrigation Officer
as the Executive Engineer in charge to deal with the various problems
‘dealt with in the report. . This Waterways Division could not be .opened
as it is inter-dependent on the passing of the Embankment and- Drainage
Bill giving statutory powers for the facility of the work and also owing
ito the expense involved.

' Mr. D. G. Harris, c.L.E., Consulting Enginecr to the Government of
India also made a tour of inspection in Assam in 1929 and submitted 2
mote which is placed on the Library table. . :

Recently Mr. G. Reid Shaw, L8E., -enquired into the causes of the
ffloods in the Nowgong district and submitted a report. According to
his suggestions the waterways of some of ‘the bridges in the embankments
have been extended. A copy of the report is placed-on the Library table.

; (b)— The hon. member is referred to the Public Works Depart-
ment Classified List. ;

Baru HARENDRA NARAYAN CHAUDHURIL:  With regard 1o (4)
.‘gllli govcrnment be pleased to pass the Embankment .and Drainagé

1 :

Tue HoN’BLE MAULAVI SArviD- SIR MUHAMM}\D SAADULLA -
‘Government prepared an Embankment and Drainage Bill while I was
in charge of the Public Works Departmeént in 1931. I consulted the I,eaders
of the different groups in the House then and foundithat the ,majorilt of
‘opinion was against the passingof the Bill -and so it had to be dropped y

Basu HARENDRA NARAYAN CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble
Minister in-charge be pleased to try this again in this House ?

Tre Hon'sre Mavravi Savip SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -
A notice of the same Bill which was initiated at my instance was i\;cn
by one private member. I thought thatit would come up to the }%Jusc
-and we would be able to know the opinion of the House but now I find
that the Bill has been disallowed for some technical defect 2

Smyur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : May we know wi
‘Government will support the Billifit comes to the House ? yaether

THE HoN’BLE Mauravi Satyib Sl MUHAMMAD SA.AD :

"We canmot say. just now. The hon. member shall have ¢t U.LL,A: .

Bill isintroduced. 0 wait 4l the
72.—Government have no information on the subject,
73.—Yes.

Procedure rc next Local Board elect:
Srijur KAMESWAR DAS asked : ection
74. (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister for Local Self _
state- ! thenext LodallBoard slettion will behegl uﬁge?iﬁgrg Sl
Self-Government Act ? e existing Lo

|
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(6) Do Government propose to amend the Act forthwith in view of
the changes in principle and policy broughtin by the Government of India
Act, 1935 ? AT 3

(¢) ‘Will Government please state if any decision has been arrived at
as to the number and nature of constituencies and as to franchise and
voting system, etc., in each of the Local Beards for the next election ?

(d) If so, do Government propose to supply the details to each
member individually and give this Assembly an opportunity of discussing
them before issue of final orders ?

Tue HowbLE REv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

74. (a)—The question of postponing  the next Local Board elections
pending the introduction of a Local Board Amendment Bill is under the
consideration of Government.

(6)—Yes.

{¢)—Not yet.

(d)—Government will certainly give full publicity to their proposals.
The Assembly will have an opportunity of discussing the whole matter
when the amending Bill is before them.

Sryjur KAMESWAR DAS : May I know when the amendment Bill
is likely to come up before the House. -

Tue How’sLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : T'he amendment Bill
will probably come up before the House next session or session after
that ?

Srijur KAMESWAR DAS : By whom the amendment Bill will be
brought in ?

Tue Hon’BLE REvV, J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY-: By Government.

Scale of pay of Accountants in Sub-Treasuries
Sryur BHUBAN CHANDRA GOGOI asked :

75. Will Government be pleased to state the scale of pay of Accountants
in the Sub-Treasuries ?

76. Is ita fact that the scale of pay of the Accountants in the Sub-
Treasuries of Habiganj and Sunamganj is different, i.e., Rs.80—4—120 ?

7. Wi_ll Government be pleased to state the reason for this difference ?

78. Isit a fact that the Accountants of some Sub-Treasuries in the

Assam Valley, have, in addition to their own duties, to do touring works,
specially in Sibsagar ?

79. Do Government
Accountants,
Sunamganj ?

propose to revise the scale of pay of those
whose works are as heavy as those of Habiganj and

repli?a?é{:: HON’BLE MauLavi Sawvip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
e 75 to 71.—No separate ‘post of Accountant is sanctioned for Sub-

1eas|sur11)tzci“: : 'The clerical staff of the offices of the Deputy Commissioner and
th% ' L:i : t1_\.rlls:10nal Officers is borne on an amalgamated district cadre
an 1: 18 IIl buted by the Deputy Commissioner at his discretion as necessity
dictates. It is therefore quite possible for the clerk doing Accountant’s

work to be drawing the upner divie i
3t pper divis "
the lower division scale 011? pay inloanngiﬁ}:i ool S R
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78.—Government have no information, but if the hon. memher will
quote specific instances Government will enquire into the matter.
79.—Does not arise in view of the answer given to questions 75 to 77.

Eradication of Water Hyacinth

Srijur KRISHNA NATH SARMAH asked :

_80. Isitafact (a) that water hyacinth is a growing menace to the
cultivation as well as health of the rural population of this province ?
(8) Ifso, what steps, Government is going to take to destroy it ?

THE Hon’sLe REv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

80. (¢)—It is more a menace to cultivation than to health.

(6)—The hon. member is referred to the replies given to a question
on the same subject by Babu Dakshina Ranjan Gupta Chaudhuri at this
session.

Srijur KRISHNA NATH SARMAH : May I know whether the Water-
hyacinth Act is still in force or whether any action has been taken to
enforce it ?

: TrE Hox’sre Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : According to the Water-
hyacinth Act, initiative should be taken by the Local Boards. If the local
bodies do not take any initiative, then the Act becomes useless.

SrRijur KRISHNA NATH SARMAH : Does the Hon’ble Minister
consider that the water hyacinth is the source of creating mosquitoes and
that it is dangerous to the health of the rural population of this
province ?

. Tue Hon’sLE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Thatisa question of
opinion whether it is dangerous to health. But as faras I understand it
1s not dangerous to health but it is dangerous to cultivation.

Contract for primting works of the Gevermment

KuaAN Banapur Mavravi KERAMAT AL asked :

81. Will the Hon’ble Finance Minister be pleased to state :

(@) How the contract for Printing works of Government have
b}fcn dlst{;glf{ted gne the different Presses in the Province and outside for
the term -38 ¢

(6) On what basis has the distribution been made ?

() Whatis the total number of Presses in the Assam Valley
districts ?

(d) Whether any of the Assam Valley Presses submitted tenders ?
If so, how were they disposed of ?

(¢) Who makes the distribution ?

-

fa
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Tue Hon’sLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

81. (a)—Contracts for the printing and supply of forms were made in
February last for a term of three years from 1st April 1937. A list of
successful tenderers is given below :

No. of Schedules Approximate

Names of Presses allotted cost
Rs.
1. Messrs. Lal Chand and Sons, Calcutta 11 60,900
2. Messrs. Seetal Chander Banerji and 4 9,000
Company, Calcutta.
3. The Sarada Printing and Publishing 3 9,100
Limited, Sylhet
4. Paridarsak Printing Office, Sylhet 8 7,300
5. Dinanath Press, Sylhet . 4 2,700
6. Aryan Press, Silchar 4 9,500
7. The Bani Press Limited, Sylhet 24 55,800
8. New Press. Gauhati ... 2 21,700
9. Imperial Printing Works, Tezpur 1 2,200
10. Borooah Press, Dibrugurh 1 6,500

(b).—As a general principle, the lowest tenders were accepted.
The capacity of the various presses to cope with the amount of work
tendered for was also considered and preferential treatment accorded to pro-
vincial presses, wherever this could fairly and reasonably be done.

(¢).—The number of Presses in the Assam Valley Division was 45
during 1936-37. :

(d).—Ten Assam Valley Presses submitted tenders and three of them
were given contracts. i -

(¢).—The distribution is made by Government in the Judicial and
General Department.

Kuan Bamapur Mavravi KERAMAT ALI: Did the New Press
is:t G?uhati submit any tender only for those two items as shown in the
1st

THE HoN’BLE Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: 1 want
notice of that question.

Mauvravi ABDUR RAHMAN: Did any press from Habiganj
submit any tender ?

_THE HoN’BLE Srrjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I want
notice of the question, Sir. I have no information.
Mr. NABA KUMAR DATTA : Isita fact that Messrs. Lal Chand

and Sons of Calcutta were given contract for printing last vear
3 car and the
failed to fulfill their contractsg? ; = . ¢ 7

_ Tre HoN’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :
arise.

(bh)/IR. NABA KUMAR DATTA : It does
81 (b).
KHAN BAHADUR MaurLavi KERAMAT ALI:

Lal Chand and Sons of Calcutta have been giver
local firms this year also

year iy

Tue HON'BLE Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: 1 want
notice of that question, Sir, :

It does not
arise from Question
Is it a fact that Messrs.

1 preference over the
though they could not fulfill their work last
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Mr. NABA KUMAR DATTA : Am I to understand that the Hon’ble
Minister did not go through the file while he was preparing the answer ?

Tue Hon’sLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: It was not
necessary to go into that question at all.

Mavravi ABDUR RAHMAN: Are Government aware that there
are many presses in the province ?

Tre Hon’sLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Yes, Sir.
I think there are a number of presses in the province.

MavLavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister please
make a note thatin future the local presses should be given preference
over the presses from outside ?

Tue Hox’sie Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Govern-
ment will give preference to the local presses provided that they can work
satisfactorily.

Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA :  Were the tenders accepted by
the Hon’ble Judicial Minister himself ?

Tee Hon’sre Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: No Sir.
Tenders were distributed before the 1st April, 1937.

Kuan Sams Maurav: MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: May
I know why the contract has been given for three years ?

Tue Hon’Bre Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURTI: T think for
the sake of convenience the contract has been given for three years.

Srjur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: Is the capacity of the Bani
Press of Sylhet greater than the New Press of Gauhati ?
. Tae HoN’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I have no
1n.f'orn_1at10n about that. But from the answer it would seem that the
capacity of the Bani Press is greater than that of the New Press of
Gauhati. -

SrijuT RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be
pleased to enquire whether the capacity of the Bani Press is greater or not ?

THE Hon’BLE Srjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: T do not

think any useful purpose would be served because the contrac
PR E ts
been distributed for three years. e ady

KHAN BAHADUR Mauravi KERAMAT ALI: In view of the fact that

out of ten tenders received from the Assam Valley only 3 were given con-

tracts, will the Hon’ble Minister pleasc give
presses next time ? 5 give preference to Assam Valley

THE HonsLe Sryur ROHINI KUMAR :
rovided tenders are rcason_able et rha iaas gﬂA“[,iDEURI : Sni';
method whereby we can give preference to Assam Valle a@‘\:’e Sobe
whole business as the business of the Province. Y. e take the

Mavravi  MUDABBIR HUSSAIN
preference will be given t, the other Valley ?CHAUDHURY AN I

MauvLavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Does t A ini
e long-gtanding L Ha!;:i;zl n?e? Hon’ble Minister know that

THe HON’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAU
Ta \ > DHURI:;
such information, Sir. But as the hon. member says I thilrlllk.it Iish?r‘f&no

Y e yrE
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Bhogdoi bridge on the Assam Trunk Road
KuAN Banabpur Mauvroavi KERAMAT ALT asked :

82. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) whether they propose to widen the Bhogdoi bridge on the Trunk
Road at Jorhat ?

(b) Ifso, what is the proposal ?
83. Isita fact that the vehicular traffic on this bridge is very heavy

and that great inconvenience is felt by the pedestrians as the bridge is
too narrow °?

Tue Hon’BLE Mavravt Sarvip Sk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

82 & 83.—The hon. memberis referred to the replies given to starred
question No.. 5(a) and" (4) by Srijut Debeswar:Sarmah.

Hail-Haor in South Sylhet Subdivision
Basu LALIT MOHAN KAR asked:

84. (a) Is it a fact that the vast area known as Hail-Haor in the
southern portion of South-Sylhet subdivision is a hill-bound area with the
Gopla river as the only drainage, and that the said Gopla river running
through the South Sylhet and Habiganj Subdivisions has got its bed
silted up in many places soas' to make the Hail-Haor unfit for cultivation
and a dangerous muster-ground of water-hyacinth ?

(b) If the reply is in the negative do Government propose to hold
an enquiry about the present condition of the river Gopla and its unfit-
ness for boat traffic and drainage of Hail-Haor waters ?

Tae HonBre Mauravi Sarvip Sk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

84 (a).—Government have no information on the subject.

(b).—Enquiries will be made from the district officers.

Basu LALIT MOHON KAR: Have the District Officers been
asked to enquire ?

THE Hon’BLE Mauravi Saryin SiR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA - Yes
Sir. Since the.notice of the question, we have asked our District Officers
to enquire.

Basu LALIT MOHON KAR: When may we know the result of
the enquiry ? .

Tre Hon’Bre Mauravi Savip’ SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: It
is a question of flooding of a vast area and so may require time to

investigate. We cannot say anything until a reply is received from our
District Officers.

Cholera Casesin Habiganj Subdivision

Mauravi ABDUR RAHMAN  asked :
85. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Medical Department be
pleased to lay on the table :—
A comparative state nent showing the cholera cases in the Subdi-

vision of Habiganj from the year 1934-35 to 1936-37, year

by year, and the number of cholera cases in each thana during
these years ?
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86. (¢) Is it a fact that there were more cases of cholera in those
places where there is extreme scarcity of drinking water than in
other places where there is no scarcity of water ?

(b). 1f so, do Government propose to make more adequate arrange-
ments for supply of pure drinking water in rural areas ?

Tue Hox’sLe Rev. J.J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

85.—A statement islaid on the table.

A comparative statement showing the number of cholera cases in the
subdivision of Habiganj excluding tea gardens from the year 1934-35 to
1936-37, year by year and the number of cholera cases in each thana

during these years :(—

1934-35 399 cases
1935-36 oes 730 ,,
1936-37 488 ,,

: 1934-35  1935-36  1936-37
(1) Habiganj thana 55 144 28
(2) Muchikandi (Chunarighat) ... 79 142 16

thana

(3) Baniyachung 5 83 169 87
(4) Ajmiriganj B 33 78 44
(5) Nabiganj o 26 34 106
(6) Madhabpur s 52 4 58
(7) Lakhai r 65 133 140
(8) Bahubal 5 6 26 9

86 (a).—Itis presumed that by scarcity of drinking water the hon.
_member means scarcity of pure drinking water. If so, the answer must be
in the affirmative.

. (8).—Government are doing and will continue to do everything in
their power to improve the supply of pure drinking water in such areas.

_ Mauravi ASHRAFUDDIN ~MD. CHAUDHURY: s the Hon’ble
Minister going to dig tube wells in these areas ? There were so many
cholera cases last year for want of pure drinking water.

Tue Hon’sLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : That question arises
under question 86(b), I think. :

Mauvravi ABDUR RAHMAN : Will Government provide more money
for digging tube wells in areas where there is extreme scarcity of drink-
ing water ?

TeE Hox’BLE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : The answer is there.
Government are doing and will continue to do everything in their power to
improve the supply of pure drinking water in such areds. We have already
prov;gcd gréints frohrlel the Ru;zl Development Grant.

HAN SaHIB Mauravi MUDABBIR HUSS .
May we know, Sir, what is the amount of Governln‘ziifgraa?é}g?lﬁi UIE{YH'
givm}r to glc E—Iabi%{'zn_] Ifc‘é}l lligard in each year ? as bee
HE HoN’BLE REV. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : I am afraid. T
: Sattia O , I cannot
gtl":’;xizﬁd:-gc mm;/[ Just mow. But I can supply the information

Kuan Basapur MavrLavi MUFIZUR RAHMAN : .

Hon’ble Minister that tube wellis a failure in f;l:j .disl,fril ttknofyv g fﬁ tthg
People are in favour of tanks. Are Government ready tOC ol Yl cl(.i
tanks or give new tanks ? gER CHILEG

S
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Tue How’srLE REv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : That suggestion has
not been given to us by the district officers or by local boards. Government
will consider if that be the case.

Mauravi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : Will the Hon’ble
Minister provide any grant in this Budget for water-supply in Habiganj ?

Tue Hon’BLE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Thereis already a
provision of Rs 1,55,000 in this Budget for water-supply in rural areas.

MaurLavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Will it be distributed to the local
boards ? :

Tue Hon’sre Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Yes. These grants
are distributed to the local officers and the work is done by the local
boards in various areas.

Srgyur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Is there any harm in giving
this grant to the local board ?

Tue Hon’BLE REv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: The District Officers
act together with the Chairmen of local boards.

Mauvravi ABDUR RAHMAN : It should have been given to the
local board ?

Tue Hon’BLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : I heard the other
day from some member that some local boards were sleeping.

Basu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURY : Is the grant
from Central Government Fund or from the Provincial Government Fund ?

Tre Hon’BLE REV. J.]J. M NICHOLS-ROY: Itisa grant given by
the Central Government to the Provincial Government. From that grant
about Rs.30,00,000 is used for providing pure drinking water in rural
areas.

BaBu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURY: Am I to
understand that the Provincial Government is acting as a mere agent of the
Central Government in this case ?

Tue Hon’sce Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: The Provincial
Government has the right to get certain grants from the Central Govern-
ment. That comes to the Provincial Revenues ?

_ SrRyjur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: What is the idea of having
this done through District Officers ?

No reply,

Mauravi ABDUR RAHMAN: Is it a fact that some money was
contributed to the Subdivisional Officers for water-supply ?

THE Hon’BLE REev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Yes.

Mauvravi ABDUR RAHMAN : Do Government know how the
money has been distributed by the Subdivisional Officer. Did the Sub-
dlwslsonal Officer form any Committee for the purpose and with whom ?
of roRgur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA @ Is it a fact that some 3 lakhs

%‘:ES i_lfe lying in the hands of the District Officers from the last year ?
T ON’BLE REv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : No, Sir, that is not
Mini?;?‘;ailgltl;ENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: The Hon’ble
peliva.tiv. at he heard that some local boards were sleeping. Did he

THE HoN’sLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : I only said I heard
Some one said that some boards were sleeping.

M; Banu HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI : Did the Hon’ble
Inister use the word sleeping to insinuate ?

Mauravi MUNAWWARALI :  Why the Hon’ble Minister insinuates
by recapitulating that statement ?
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Tue Hon’BLEREV. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : That shows the lack of
confidence of some public persons in some of the local board’s management.
Kuax Banapur Mavravi KERAMAT ALT :  Isit a fact that Subdivi-
sional Officers have been instructed to spend the money in consultation with
the Chairmen and other members of the board.
Tue Hon’eLE REv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Yes, Sir,

Assam Public Service Commission
_MavurLavi ABDUR RAHMAN asked :

87. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) The annual total expenditure to be incurred on account of the
~__ establishment of the Public Service Commission in Assam ?
(b)) How many appointments in various departments are likely to
be made during the year 1937 ? ;
(¢) Was Bengal or any other - Province asked to have one Public
Service Commission jointly with this Province ? If so, what
answer was received ?

THE HoN’BLE Mavravi Saryio SR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

87. (@)—An estimate of the expenditure will be found under * 25—
General Administration—N—Public Service Commission * in the annual
budget estimates—a copy of which has already been circulated to the
hor. members. 1t will be seen therefrom that the total annual expenditure
has been calculated at Rs. 63,926.

(B)—TIt is impossible to give any figure, asa num_bcr of incalculable
factors ‘are involved, such as death, transfer, promotion and preiiatire
retirement. e, . g
{¢)—The question of Assam having a joint!Public Service Commission
with Bengal was fully considered. Bengal’s answer was not found favourable
to Assam on financial and administrative grounds.

Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA : With regard to 87(5), may 1 know
how.many appointments have been -made up-to-date through “the Assam
Public Service' Commission ?

TrE Hon’BLE MauLavI Sarvip SR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : All
these figures will be available to the hon. member in an answer to another
question that is coming later on,

Sryur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Was the Cabinet
consulted by His Excellency the Governor in the
the Public Service Commission ?

TueE How’BLE MAuLAvI SAIYID SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Yes,
Sir. The Assam Public Service Commission came into existence after due
consultation with the then Cabinet.

SRIJI.JT KRISHNA NATH SARMAH: Is it » fact that medical
scholarships which could not be granted by the Public Service Commission
had to be referred to His Excellency the Governor ?

What are the reasons ?
e How'nie Mavravi Savio S MUHAMMAD §4 s 225"
the first place that does not arise. In the second Place, the information of

my hon. friend is absolutely wrong

ever
matter of appointment of

/a
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Basu DAKSHINA RANJAN ‘GUPTA CHAUDHURY: What are the
administrative and financial grounds-on -which the answer of the Bengal Gov-
ernment ‘was considered unfavourable ? ‘Will ‘Government be pleased
to ‘place the whole correspondence on the table ? ;

Tue Hon'BLE Mauravi Saryio Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : I
shall be very pleased -to answer, provided, Sir, you allow me time.

Tre Hon’sre THE SPEAKER : The time for questions is over. It

can be taken up ‘to-morrow.
THE ASSAM LOCAL RATES (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1937.

Tue Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : Now we shall take up Maulavi Abdul
Matin Chaudhury’s Bill—the Assam Local Rates (Amendment) Bill, 1937.

‘Basu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : Sir, we find that although the
Billof Babu 'Dakshina Ranjan Gupta Chaudhury has not been moved,
amendments are placed on our ‘table. Tsit'not discourteous to the mover to

ut amendments on the Bill when it has not been moved ?

TrE Hon'srE THE SPEAKER : The Bill introduced was the Bill of
Maulavi Abdul Matin Chaudhury, and amendments on the other Bill have
been placed on the tables of'hon. members for their information. This Bill
may be introduced to-day.

Basu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : My point is that we do not
know yet what the hon. mover will say, and what is the object of the Bill.
Before we have heard what the object of the Billis, is it not discourteous to
the hon. member to place amendments on the Bill on the table of members ?

Tue How’sre THE SPEAKER: It is for the information of ,hon.
members, and I consider that it is courteous and not .discourteous, that
members-should be informed. (Hear'! hear!)

Tue HonlBLe THE SPEAKER : The motion is that the Assam Local
Rates (Amendment) Bill, 1937, be taken into consideration.

(Here there was some discussion as to whose turn it was to speak. The
Hon’ble Ministerfor Local Self~Government said that he 'had not finished
his speech and Manilavi Abdur Rahman said that he was still speaking when
the ‘House rose for the day. The Hon’ble the Speaker said that Maulavi
Abdgr'i[{ahman was speaking ‘on another motion and that it was the Hon’ble
Minister’s turn to speak.)

. Tae Howsie Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Sir, When we were
discussing this matter last T said that T was going to speak on two points.
The first was to compare the local rates that are prevailing in the Mymen-
singh and ‘Sylhet districts, and thento shoW.......c.ccaue.... :

Basu KAMINT KUMAR SEN: Ts it road cess or local rates ; there
are no local rates in Mymensingh ?

Tue Hon'sre Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : I was reading from
g:ﬁ 812;\‘:9%(:}1 of Sir Abraham Lainé on the Assam Local Rates (Amendment)

Mzr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : He has already ‘inflicted about
two pages of Sir Abraham?®s speech on us.

‘Lur How’sre Tae SPEAKER : He may be allowed to go on.

MavLavi MUNAWWARALI: Yes, but he is quoting here.

Tue Hon’sre tHe SPEAKER :  He s entitled ito quote from 'books in
support of his arguments.

Mauravi MUNAWWARALIL : If .his whole speech is a quotation
from’ other people then ‘it is a different thing. .

: ]THE HoN’BLE THE SPEAKER : We do not know as yet whether his
whole speech is composed of quotations or not.
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THE HoN’BLE REV. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : I do not want to
waste the time of the House by referring to . Mymensingh, but I will ‘now
place some figures before the House. I want first to show the local rates
realised from the local board areas in the Assam Valley . districts ' minus
Goalpara district. - The amount of local rates realised from these districts in
the year 1935-36 was Rs.7,16,881. The Government grant to these  Local
Boards, minus Goalpara, was Rs.7,07,334.  For the Goalpara district the
Government grants were Rs.1,77,060, and the amount of loca] rates realised
from the Goalpara district was Rs. 1,99,894. The Government grants to the
five local boards in the district of Sylhet amounted to Rs.4,71,498 ; the local
rates paid by the areas in these five local boards of Sylhet amounted to
Rs.2,85,629. ; :

- Now I want to show some figures regarding the Education, grant: from
the Government to the local boards in. the Assam  Valley Districts ' minus
Goalpara and also to the Sylhet Local Boards. - Assam Valley districts mings
goa.lpa.ra got in 1935-36, the sum of Rs.3,46,047, and Sylhet district got only

8.3,22,158.
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : The Hon’ble Minister mention-
ed here about the money realised by the different valleys from the local

rates. - But we want to know also the comparative  productiye capacity
of the valleys.

THE HoN’BLE Rev. J.J. M. NIGHOLS-RQY: That is
argument, which the hon. memb}fr lxinay cgnv:mently use
Speech. ' But I have not got the figures here.

4 Mr. BAIDYANATH gl\doolf{lifliRJFiE ﬁe ghgt dHon’ble Minister . has
taken so mu i o prepare the figur uoted.

KHAN B.i}I-IIAt];rLXIIIS It\/LfULEVI KERAMAT ALI: I_S Production taken into
consideration in distributing Government funds to different loca] boards P

THE How’sre Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : That  question is not
taken at all. ~ At the time of distributing money to the local], boards,  the
amount is distributed on the basis of their needs. . That will be seen from the
fact that while the local rates realised from the Sylhet districy in 1935-36,
amounted. to Rs. 2,85,629, Government  grants : amounted ¢o
Rs.4,71,498, and also from the fact that while local rates paid by the Assam
Valley districts minus G‘ro:a.lpara3 :mountcd to Rs. 7,16,88

ants amounted to Rs. 7,07,334.
O B ant DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA GHAUDHURY : . On a point of
information Sir, may I know ilt;/.[ the time llslmff of ten minutes for speeches is
not applicable to the Hon’ble Ministers. also :

'IEII;E Hon’sLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : As a matter .of fact
the hon. members have taken some ten minutes of my time and I must: have
ten minutes more. 1

THE Hon’srLe THE SPEAKER :  Sofar as Bills are ¢
disposed to waive the time limit. In the Central Assembly, there is no time
limit for Bills. Here also I have consulted the rules and there is nothing
definite. Therefore, as far as possible, I shall allow members tq speak with-
out imposing any time limit so far as Bills are concerned.

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA: Iho
Hon’ble Minister  to revert to the report, Sir.
Tue Hon’sLeREv, Ji J. M. NICHOLS:ROY: I g, se. Sir. T ma
conveniently also give here the figures relating to Goalgagg.e’ oo B,

“Rar Basabur PROMODE CHANDRA . DUTT ; T, has already
been given, )

a question of
hen: making a

1 the Government

oncerned, I am

pe  that won’y encourage the
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THe Hon’sLE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Then 5155::5 1:(1:;1 r;gii;;-
I have not given the figures relating to Cachar district. e e
realised from Cachar amounted to lﬁShTQ’Sﬁ% arllggghgﬁ e

nt was Rs. 1,45,092. These are all figures for =30, s e
gr?\Tow, Sir, it is very clear from these ﬁ%urcs thtait 'thrfe}g(?:ls of distribution

was their 5 : .
SRS B IR SEED 5 & o oo, i
the Honbie Minte i chargowas el about Gorlpra. Wil e iy
give us the figures of Goalparai éhstnct _rl,mth or P
rily-settled areas ¥

arcas:r ;r;dé};%fgglgpﬁfvf } J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: I em::1 s?lrry I have rﬂot
got the figures separately for the pcrmaﬂﬁnﬂY‘SCttICdlar:l. vl temg()]:"’:;lay
settled areas. I have got only the figures for the whole district an ve
a‘lr“zaldtyisg wt?lnc:;]fﬁ::c, very clear that these boards were not able to carry
on their administration properly and that they were in financial distress, and :
they came up to Government for help. F rom. t'he ﬁ_gures it appears
that the Government had, as | Sir Abraha.m Lainé  said, lavishly and
disproportionately given grants to certain local boards that _were
in financial distress and were not able to help themselves. It is on
account of this disproportionate giving of grants to the different local boards
that the previous Government attempted to equalise the grants they were giv-
ing by proposing to withdraw some grants from the local boards of. - Sylhet.
But they saw that if they withdrew. the grants. the local boards would
fail. So they introduced the Bill to raise the local rates. I need not go into the
question of how the local rates were realized in Sylhet district.  Day before
yesterday I made a statement that in the temporarily-settled areas the local
rate was based on an annual letting value of 'land “of Rs. 8 per.acre and
in the permanently-settled areas of Sylhet district it was based on an..
annual letting value of land of Rs. 2. ] :

Now, Sir, I want also to tell this House that if the present Act continues -
the local boards of Sylhet expect to get about Rs.4,04,421 from local rates
whereas the local rate demand in the year 1935-36 was Rs.2,85,000.  If
these local boards would not get these €XCEess amount, th_e Government would
have to continue the grant, and even with the grant which the Government
are giving, some of the local boards are in distress and they are not able to
pay their debts, I think the hon. members who were here in the old Legis-
lative Council last year will remember that Government haq to give a
loan of Rs.45,000 to the North Sylhet local board  because it would not
carry on with the amount of money which they realiseq from the
Government grants as well as from the local rates and other incomes, And
these local boards of Sylhet would be in great difficulty if the amount of
grant would not be increased. Itis a natural thing ‘when any particular
board is not able to carry on its administration and is in financia] difficulty,
it will come up to Government and ask Government to help it and
Government will be compelled to help it ifits condition ig very bad. In
the previous Legislative Council in this very House speec
the effect that grants should be given to the local boards a
Of course Government will be compelled in the future, if
have at the present time is practically repealed, as it will

Sylhet. There will be no reason for increasing any grant, on the other hand
there will be a question of withdrawing. It is a question of justice and equity
to be done between the different local boards. (One hon. member—good
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conscience?) Yes!it is a question of good conscience also. According to
the proportion it will be seen very clearly that the local boards of Assam
Valley get only about the same amount that they realise from the local
rates, whercas the local boards of the Sylhet district get from the Govern-
ment grants almost double the amount realized from local rates.

KaaAN SAnie Mauravei MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : Has
Goalpara been excluded ?

‘THE How’BLE REV. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Goalpara has taxed. itself.
It has raised its local rates to 1 anna 3 pies.

This, Sir, is all I have to say. I feel a great pity for the. local boards
of Sylhet. If they come to me for money, I shall not be able to extract
it from Government. Government will say ‘“‘your local Dboards. are not
deing their duty. How can we give you money ?”° (an hon: member—who
is the Government ?) Iam only one of the members of Government.
(Interruptions). 1.do not mind, Sir, if anybody makes golmal, but my speech
1s'not heard by hon. members.

. Tue Howsis e SPEAKER : I would request hon. members not
toindulge in such remarks when the Hon’ble Minister is speaking.

Basu HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY: On a point pf
order, Sir. When the Hon’ble Speaker spoke, the Hon’ble Minister did
not take his, seat.

Tue HowsLe REv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : I am sorry, Sir.

Several. boards are running their administration on a deficit.. The
South: Sylhet local board also took a loan from Government. of Rs.4,500.
I have already stated that the North Sylhet local board took a. loan of
Rs:45,000. This shows the financial position of these boards. If these
boards do not get help: from the propesed: enhanced local rates; they will
'ufdg' suffer in the future. It is the rate payers; the. people who.need pure

g water, primary education, medical aid etc,, itis they who will
suffer. But the local rates, as I understand, in the Sylhet district are realised
mostly from the zaminders, But the people who.get the advantage from
these are the common people: in: all the rural arcas. (One hon. member—
Justice isithere.): I suppose, Sir, thereis. a good deal of justice in this,.
considering many matters, but I am: not ready to discuss that now.

Kuan Banabur Mauvravi MAHMUD ALI: I want to know, = Sir,
from what source these grants are made to the local bodies.

THE Hon'sLE. REV. J. J. M. NICHOLS-RQY : The grants: are made
from the provincial revenues,

Basu DAKSHINA RANJAN. GUPTA CHAUDHURY: On a point
of information, Sir. The Hon’ble. Minister said that the local rates were
paid by the zamindars. Have not the zamindars the same right to get
it form the tenantsialso ?

_I'me Hon’BLE REv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: It is said that the
zamindars may pass; on these payments to the tenants. That. cannot. be
done.. But that is a different question altogether. The question here is that
of equity and justice:-to. be done between local: boards. Why should one
local board whether from Surma Valley or Assam Valley come up- to
Government and. ask for more money when, its people are unwilling to agree
to pay as.much tax as the others do ? If the local boards do not do their
duty,; Government, in reality, should not help them, But Government some-
times.is forced to help them: on account of financial distress. Therefore
in order to-do justice to all local boards this. Bill was. introduced by the lat =
Government and was passed.into an. Act, but its operation was postponed
until the: 1st Apeil 1936, In one local board only the local rates have been:
realised for one year only and in Karimganj and South Sylhet the Act is
in force from the 1st of April 1937,
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TuE Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : The Hon’ble Member has taken almost
20 minutes. I should ask him to finish his speech without repeating the
arguments already made:

THE HoN’BLE REV. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : T will finish, Sir. The
last thing I have to say is this that the local boards, as far as we see, can
hardly get along without financial aid, and Government is not able and
willing to give such aid, if the enhanced local rates be abolished by this Bill.
Government will bein a difficult position to give financial aid. The Sylhet
local boards will suffer,

MR. F. W. HOCKENHULL: On a point of information, Sir. May
I know at whose option the raising of the rates may take place?

TeHE Hon’sre Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: If the
hon. member is asking as to who is the authority who can extend the Act
to particular areas I may mention that it is the Government. Under the
Act of 1932, it is for Government to extend the provisions of this
section by which the local' rates have been enhanced to particular areas
in the permanently-settled districts. Under the old Act each local board
was entitled’ to raise their local rate up to 1 anna 4 pies. That is the law.
In the Assam: Valley districts in the temporarily-settled areas the general
rate is 1 anna perrupee. And any particular board’ can raise it tor 1 anna
4 pies. Actually the Dhubri lIocal board have raised their local rates up to
1 anna 3' pies. -

BaBUKAMINI KUMAR SEN: Is itnot a fact that in Sylhet the
old rate was 1 anna, although the Act says 1 anna 4 pies ? -

THe How’BLE Srijur  ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: That
was:the maximum. Even now we have not come to the maxium- laid
down under the Act of 1932,

KoaN' Samie Mauravi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: Government have
nowhere raised the rate to the maximum. We were told by the hon. mover
and' his-supporters that the: passage of this Bill will not affect’ the boards
in the temporarily-settled areas. But from the figures given by the Hon’ble
Minister for Local Self-Government it is clear that the boards_ in the per-
manently-settled’ areas are receiving’ Government grants which are more
than their share. Now if the provisions of this Bill' are adopted they will
have their income further reduced. Then they will naturally look for
increased’ grant from' Government. So I want an assurance from the
hon. mover and the supporters of this Bill that they will not ask for
any increase of grant from Government if this Bill be passed, because they are
voluntarily to reduce  their income by reduction of this local rate. If

%Oégi get such an assurance I shall have no hesitation to support the Bill.
MavLavr ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY: The last speaker has

asked from us for-an assurance  that if this Billis passed the Sylhet local
boards will not come' for additional grant. Both the Revenue Minister and
the: Minister for Local’ Self-Government as well as their supporter Khan
Sahib Maulavi Sayidur Rahman have made the statement that the perma-
nently-settled districts are less Reavily taxed in the matler of Jocal rate
than the temporarily-settled districts. This is the position which I dispute

and T shall quote figures to prove that the permanently-settled districts are’

more hcavil})lr taxed than the temporarily settled’ districts. I have also
listened Elmi 7 Spefc_ch of Hon’ble' Rev. Nichols-Roy supported by statistics.
I remin 4 im of a saying: By an English politician. He said there are
thrcc’i‘k};:spfl?o;f;;?s—' lies, damned lie, and’ statistics.

UBLE SRIJUT ROHINTI K STTA RI: Ts it par-
iamentary, Sir, to say' like thap ?N KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Is it p
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Mavravi ABDUL. MATIN CHAUDHURY : I have said this in a
humourous vein., There is’no malice or anything of the kind. I maintain
that the permanently-settled districts of Sylhet is more heavily taxed in the
matter of local rate than the temporarily-settled districts. In that district
there are 35 lakhs of acres of land and the incidence of taxation per acre......

KuAN SAHIB MAULAVI SAYIDUR RAHMAN: Is, the hon. member
making a speech ?

Mauravi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY : I am giving a compara-
tive [ist to show that the temporarily-settled districts are less heavily taxed
than the permanently-settled districts.. In Sylhet the incidence of  local rate
per acre is 0-1-3 piqs, in Goalpara 0-1-2 pies, ir} Kamrup . 0-1-1'7 pies, in
Darrang 0-0-11'8 :pies, in Nowgong 0-0-7°5 pies, in Sibsagar 0-0-10-6 pies, in
Lakhimpur 0-0-6:8 pies and in Cachar 0-0-5°1 pies.

Sir, the whole argument, both of Revenue Minister and the Minister
for Local Self-Government hinges on the point that the district of Sylhet is
more lightly taxed than the temporarily-settled districts. But we are not
basing our case on t_he question of incidence of taxation. We maintain that
the people are not in 2 position to pay additional tax and members from
every section of the House excepting my hon. friend Khan Sahib Maulavi
Sayidur Rahman have expressed their opinion in support of this view. I
am also glad to say that the Congress party refused to be cought in the trap
set by the Revenue Minister. He tried toset up one valley against  the
other. The Congress rose ahove the valley wrangling. I congratulate
them on the stand they took.

Tae Hon’sLE Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I think
I have a very few words to say in reply. My hon. friend Maulavi
Munawwarali has been pleased to characterise my attitude towards this
Bill as metamorphic. I do not know. how far I_deserve this remark from
that particular gentleman and how I could give him an opportunity on any
occasion to, make such a remark on the floor of th1.s House excepting that
I am now in the Government Bench and helped in the formation of the
Ministry.. I think the idea of formation of . Ministry was never repugnant
to him and yet he is accusing me for nothing. My hon. friend will, if he
refreshes his memory a bit, remember .that I never opposed the Bill of 1932
nor did my hon. friend Srijut Sarveswar Barua. We never opposed this
Bill and what is more it will perhaps be news. to the House that none of
the members ‘representing the temporarily-settled. districts voted against
it. I think my  hon. friend in whom we see a change of garb—I
refer to Babu Hirendra Chandra Chakravarty—not only did not oppose
the Bill of 1932 but actively supported it and went to the same lobby with
Government and voted for its passing. So; Sir it is not a question of
valley. The people living in the temporarily-settled districts feel that they
have to pay heavily as compared with the permanently-settled districts
and it is for that reason that an honourable gentleman like Mr. Hirendra
Chandra Chakravarty could not but support the passing of the Bill in 1932
At. the same time all hon. friends hailing from Goalpara opposed the
passing of this Bill. So to say that this Bill is now being opposed by a
member of the Goyernment Bench under valley jealousy or on accounty of
valley differences .is nothing short of irresponsibility. = I hope ion
members who are not supporters of this Bill realise the a;ctEa'l-' s
We are. opposing this Bill not because the operation of this Bill wﬁfszlng)ar;
any loss to the revenue. Thc_ policy wh-icl:l has been hitherto followed by
this Government (and according to some it is a right and reasonable policy)

that Government should help the local boards according t(? their

o swdid

o
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requirements. - Sir, if that policy has to be followed, will the hon. mgmber

ause for a- moment and consider what will be the effect of the passing of
this Bill. =The effect of the passing of this Bill will be that the resources of
the local boards in the district of Sylhet will considerably decrease
and if Government have to make up that difference from the money . at
their disposal—from the ordinary tax-payer’s money—the Government will,
to that extent, have to reduce the grants made to the local boards in the
districtjof Sylhet. I ask the hon. members.of this house, are they . pre-
pared. to accept that position? Will they [ask us to deprive the local boards
of Sylhet of the reasonable assistance of Government merely because . some
hon. members of this House have - asked us to reduce - the rates consider-

‘ably ? Sir, what will be the effect supposing = that Government. takes. up

the position that as these local boards are. gradually diminishing -their
income, it is not our business to allot money which should have. gone to
different quarters and help needy local boards. ‘What will be. the effect
upon the  loca; boards of the district of Sylhet ? Will not there be consider-
able reduction of the amount that Government grants for its dispensaries ?
Willinot there be considerable reduction .of the amount that Government
is paying for the construction of wells and tanks ? “Will it not Perpetually
affect the progress of education if we reduce the amount ? Are the hon.
members prepared. to accept. that contingency ? I would: ask the hon.
members  to seriously consider this position. If this}bill is passed, either
Government will. have to reduce their grants to local boards in  the
different parts of the province, so as to drive them to the position of denying
assistance to the local board of Sylhet at any rate. This will have an
unsatisfactory and undesirable effect on the poor people of that district,

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKHERJEE: On a point of information,
Sir. . This is a kind of threat. Money. can be saved from other heads by
minimising expenditure.

THE HoN’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : Then,
Sir, much has been said that unless this Bill is passed, the condition of the
poor tenants in"the district of Sylhet will be miserable. Hon. members will
note c.arefl_xlly that we are not assessing everybody at the rate of annas two
and pies eight which is the maximum. Now the rates so far introduced
are: in first classland, annas two ; in second class land, one anna six pies ;
and in third class Iand anna one only. By first class lands we mean  those
lands annual patta of which has been assessed at Rs.4 per acre. By second
class lands we mean those lands the assessment of which varies between two
and four rupees ; third class lands are those which are assessed at - less than
Rs. 2. So these poorer tenants, who are now to pay at the rate of one anna,
have not been affected by the introduction of the Local  Rates
Act of 1932. Tt is only the rich class -of people -or. probably. the middle
class people who are affected by the operation of the Act of 1932. . This is
the point which I think hon. members will remember in casting their votes.

Then, Sir, T will again remind the House that Government has
proceeded very carefully in_ this matter. As I have said the other day.
we—myself and my hon. friend Srijut Sarveswar Barua—wanted only this
concession that this Bill may not be brought into force before 1934." But
what has Government done ? Government actually waited till 1936 before
they introduced new rules, Even now the entire district of Sylhet has
not been affected by this Act.  Sir, how carefully Governm);nt has
proceeded —how sympathetically they’ have dealt with the people of Sylhet.
They took only the ‘North  Sylhet subdivision in 1936. . In 1937 they
have proceeded to Karimganj and Maulavibazar. We have not. yet touched
the subdivision from which my hen. friend Maulavi Munawwar Ali comes.
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Tassure the House that it'is not on account of ‘any -personal regard for
my ‘hon. friend Maulavi Munawwar Ali ‘that we have desisted from
introducing the rate in the'Sunamganj and Habiganj subdivisions. It ‘is
because we feel that the economic condition in these two subdivisions
has not improved to that extent, so as to demand theimmediate introduc-
tion of ‘thesc rates. _ Therefore, ‘Sir, T appeal to the House ‘to remember
the condition of those ‘people who are directly benefited by -an institution
like the local board before they cast votesin -this matter. '

“There is one other matter which 'has ‘been slightly touched by some of
the speakers.

KuAN Bamapur Maveavi MAHMUD ALT: May I’know ‘from the
Hon’ble Minister how does he know -that the ‘economic condition of the
Karimganj and ‘Maulavibazar subdivisions has improved ?

“Tre Hon’ere Sriyjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: T am
using my knowledge ‘in the matter.

Kuan Bamapur Mavravi MAHMUD ALI: Did he make any
enquiry. If'so, from whom.

Tre Hon’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: From
District Officers.

Now, Sir, landlords arc primarily ‘the persons ‘who ‘have to pay the
local rates and ‘the local rates are not entircly ‘to'be paid by the'tenants
Local rate cannot be entirely passed on to the ‘tenants by the landlords.
If the landlords do it, I think the House will have no sympathy for suc'};
landlords. Let me read section 17 of the Regulation :

When a rate is levied under this Regulation from a landholder in
‘respect of any land under sub-clause (a), (5), (¢) or () of clause (8) of
section 2, and such Tand isheld by a tenant of such landholder at 5
rent less than the aggregate of the anmual value of such’land and the
revenue, if any, payable in respect of the same, such landholder ma
realise from such tenant a part of such rate bearing to the whole
‘of 'such rate the same ratioas the excess of such-aggregate above such
rent ‘bears ‘to the annual value. AR

So this‘is the position, Sir. T-will just read out provision of ‘the section
by way of illustration. “ A ‘is the holder of land of the description me
tioned in sub-clause (a) of clause (5) of section 2, of which the land reye 16
isRs.100. The annual value is therefore’Rs.100 and the rate at one aguc
per rupee would be Rs. 6-4-0. The land is held by a tenant, B, at a rcnt?}
Rs.150. Then 100: (200—150)=50 : Rs.6-4: Rs3-2. A may realise
Rs.3-2-0 from B.

Mauravi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURI: Scction 17 is read
but not seﬁtion 2. : T

Tue Hon'BLE SRIjUT ] UMAR CHA 1URI :
reading it'lby way of illustration. § e R Sy

Now let me come to the question of Goalpara. This '
not affected Goalpara for two reasons. First olf"ail the mcélférsiip?cgfmpas
the people of Goalpara in their local boards have shown conimcndalbnl%
example by increasing amongst themselves the local rate in order ‘to meet
the needs of the poor raiyats of that district and secondly, Sir, the cel
letting value of Goalpara has not ‘exceeded Rs.2 per acré am’i thcrc?'nnuet
has not become necessary ‘to undertake any classification in that d?!:‘ti'(:t
and also it .bas not beczon}c necessary to increase the local rate th : ’
Compared with the old ‘basis of the local rate of Sylhet, the tax that is (::iii
by the people of Goalpara ought to'be rather diminisl’u:d It is for ptl{is
reason that Goalpara has not at all ‘been affected by the Act of 1932 and there

st e
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is no chance of that district being affected at all in the near future. Sir, my
hon. friend Khan Sahib Maulavi Mudabbir Hussain Chaudhuri has made
certain remarks about the arnomalies in the method of classification. I have
to say a word or two of explanation on that point. These anomalies are not
the creation of to-day. They are existing from 1880 and Government do
not dispute that. Anomalies exist and shall exist till the survey of the
records-of-right which the zemindars must pay for and which will cost about
50 lakhs of rupees is made. Until these records-of-right are regulated
these anomalies are bound to exist.

Where classification was made actually, the proprietors paid for it. He
only had to re-calculate the annual value of these Estates numbering 954 in
all. For the remaining small estates he had only to reassess the local rates
on the existing Tauzis and had not to re-calculate the annual value. Hence
he could not reconcile the anomalies which already existed. This is all, I
have to say before the house. :

Srjur SARVESWAR BARUA: May we know what the Hon’ble
Minister has got to say with regard to the contention of Maulavi Abdul
Matin Chaudhuri that the people in the permanently-settled districts are
more heavily taxed in respect of local rates than the people in temporarily-
settled districts ?

Tue Hon’sre Srjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Sir, I ab-
solutely deny that. It cannot be so. On the other hand they are taking
double advantage. There have been several reassessments in temporarily-
settled areas since 1879. The annual value of the land at Sylhet had that.
arbitrary rate of Rs.2 per acre from 1879 and that rate is still continuing
in some subdivisions. The local rate has also increased in temporarily-
settled districts with the increase of land revenue. If we compare the
amount with that of Cachar where the rate of taxation is very low, we will
find that the annual value of land at Cachar is Rs.6 per acre in places,
whereas it is only Rs.2 per acre at Sylhcg.‘ v yre

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: On a point of information, Sir.
May I know whether botgl on productive and unproductive land at QCachar

.6 per acre is charged ! s :
e TPHE HoN’BLE bSRUUT ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: The
question of productive and unproductive does not come into operation in the
matter of assessment of local rates, In the temporarily-settled districts the
local rate is fixed according to the rate of revenue paid for the land.

Kuan Bamapur Mavravi MAFIZUR RAHMAN :  The assessment at
Sylhet includes also waste lands.  In Sylhet, Sir, there are 200 to 300 co-
sharers in an Estate of over 400 acres. A man who applies for survey of
waste land has to pay 4 annas per acre for the survey of the waste land of
the entire estate.r Lhe result was that only ten estates out of fifty estates
applied for, were surveyed out of one thousand big estates. Waste land does
not bring any profit to the owner but still a flat rate of 2 annasper acre
has been imposed on it.

Srijur SARVESWAR BARUA* : Sir, Maulavi Abdul Matin Chaudhuri
has said that the pressure for land at Sylhet is very heavy and still tax is
heavier there in comparison with the tax in the Assam Valley where the
pressure for land is much less.

Basu HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARITY: On a pointof
personal explanation, Sir. The Hon’ble Revenue Minister has stated

before the House that at the time of passing the Dill in 1932 I
vehemently supported it.

*Speech not corrected . by hon, member.
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Tae Hon’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I did not
say -vehemently. I said that the hon. member actively supported the
Bill when it was passed.

Basy HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY:I do not
think that I was either vehement or active at the time of passing
the Bill. If I had done anything it was due to the feeling created by
my hon. friend who was speaking close to me.

Tae Hon’sLe THE SPEAKER: The hon. member should not criticise
his statement. In that case he would be delivering a speech. Hon.
member is entitled only to offer a personal explanation,

Basu HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY:I am explain-
ing ‘how it was due to him. He told that at the expense of the
temporarily-settled districts the permanently settled district of Sylhet was
enjoying. But, Sir, now I find that circumstances are quite different
and all the figures that were supplied cannot justify the action that
was taken at that time.

“Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I deny that, Sir,

: RAr Banabur PROMODE CHANDRA DATTA: On a point of
lnformation, ‘Sir. 'Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Local Self-
Government.. ... ...,

TuE Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : Order, order. The Hon’ble Minister
has replied and I do not think any speech should be made now.

MRr. F. W. HOCKENHULL : Sir, may we know, before you put
the question, whether we can get any reply from our friends on the right?

A voice—(The reply has been given)

. TrHe HowpLe Tur SPEAKER: Yes. The Hon’ble Minister has
gven his reply. Whether itis a reply or notthe House is (o judge it.

- Tue Hon’sLe Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Sir, I
may mention that 1 have got ‘the figures for incidence of taxation.
Roughly T can say the incidence of local rates taxation in the Assam

alley ‘is nearly -/2/7 pies per acre more than what it would be in the per-
manently-settled districts of Sylhet under the Amended “Act of 1932.

THE Hon’ere tHe SPEAKER: The question is that the Assam
Local Rates (Amendment) Bill, 1937, be taken into consideration.
Those ‘who are in favour of it would say “Ave” and those against it
would say “Ng**

(After the members acted accordingly)

THE HoNsre tHE SPEAKER : I think “Ayes” have it

THE Hown’sLE Srjur’ ROHINI KUMAR 'CHAUDHURI: I claim
a'division, Sir.

(The Division Bell was rung and members took their seat.)

"THE Hown’BLE THE SPEAKER : Order ‘order. The question before
}hc House 4s'that the Assam Local Rates (Amendmcnt) Bill be taken
into consideration. Those who are in favour ofit would say “Aye” and
those against it would say “No.”

(Members again acted accordingly.)

THE HoN’BLE THE SPEAKER : The ““Ayes” have it.

challenged) —Ayes have it—Ayes have it.
The motion was carried.

THE ASSAM MUNIGIPAL (AMENDMENT) ' BIL
RAJENDRA NATH BARUA.

THE HoN’BLE TuHE SPEAKER : Next we take u i-
cipal (Amendment) Bill, 1937, of Srijut Rajendra let;lheﬁ::izm M
Srijur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: I be 5

3 ¢ -
introduce the Assam Municipal (Amendment) Bi%l, ]?931;0% forj deaveits

(No division was

L, 1937, OF SRIJUT
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Tue Hon’sre: THE SPEAKER: The question. is that leave be
granted to introduce the Assam Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1937.

Leave was granted.

.. SrRyur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: Sir, I beg to introduce the
Bill. I beg. to' move that the Assam Municipal (Amendment) Bill,
1937, be referred to a Select Committee.........

. THE Hon’BLE T SPEAKER: Not at this stage. You are now to
to introduce the Bill.

SRijur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA : I have introduced it, Sir.

THE Honsie tEE SPEAKER: The motion is that the Assam
Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1937, be introduced.

RaAr Bamapur PROMODE CHANDRA DUTT: No motion to that
effect is necessary, Sir. After the motion for leave is granted the Secretary
reads the title and the Bill is deemed to be introduced in the House.

Tue Hon’srLE THE SPEAKER : The introduction may be opposed. If
anybody opposes he can make a speech and the member in charge can
make a speech and then it is to be introduced.

Rar Bamapur PROMODE CHANDRA DUTT: I think, Sir, when
the leave is granted,the Bill is automatically introduced. Rule 48(2) of
the Assembly Rules states ‘“If such motion be carried, the Secretary shall
read the title of the: Bill, and the Bill shall thereupon be deemed to be
introduced in the Assembly”.

[The Hon’ble Speaker then read the rule:]

THE Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : Oh, I see. Formerly I think it was not
the practice. It seems that leave can be opposed and not the introduction
of the Bill,

Rar Bamapur PROMODE CHANDRA DUTT: When the motion
for leave s carried, what is ordinarily done is this. The member says I
beg to introduce the Bill” and Secretary reads the title and the Bill

is automatically introduced. e
‘THE Hon’sBrLE THE SPEAKER : Of course, I was folIowmg the procedure

that motion for introduction is te be put. X :
TaE Hon'sLe Tue SPEAKER: The' motion' is that- the Assam

Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1937, be introduced.
[Thﬁ motion was carricd.] The Secretal'}' then read out the title of the

Bill and the Bill was introduced. ‘
Srijur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA:: I beg to move, Sir, that
the Bill be referred to a Select Committee consisting of the followding
members :—
1. l:f'he- Hon’ble Minister for Local SCH'_GOVCmment_
2. Khan Bahadur Maulavi Keramat Ali.
3. Srijut Sarveswar Barua.
4. Maulavi Abdul I\fIal:nI; Chaudhury.
2 ij dra Nat arua. 3
g. %:%it]'_l)ﬁzﬁina Ranjan Gupta Chaudhuri.,
7. Srijut Beli Ram Das. _
8. Banu Rabindra Nath Aditya.
9. Srijut Mahi Chandra Bo_ra.
10. Maulavi Munawwar Ali.
11. Srijut Rajendra Nath Barua.
12. Srijut Rajani Kanta Barooah.
Seven memb_ers to fprm a quorum.)
Sir, the object of the Bill as laid down s a very simple one. We all
know. that the preseat Mumicipal Act may well” be compared to a
crippled child of the discased mother known ‘as the Montague-Chelmsford
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Reforms, which is the Government of India Act of 1919. This Act has
undergone many operations in England and has emerged in a form
which is known as the Government of India Act, under which we are now
working.

Sir, we feel that this Bill, if introduced and passed, will remove a
great want of the rate-payers who consider that official control over
municipal affairs should be greatly lessened. The main principle of the
Bill is to do away with the Government nominations and to constitute a
Board of elected representatives of the rate-payers. I need hardly say
that if the Government nomination goes the next thing would be to
do away with the Government Officers who have still the right to be
represented on the Municipality. - So, Sir, taking this into consideration
the Bill may be divided into two parts, viz.,—the constitution of the Board,
and the control. My hon. friends or colleagues should not mind this
that when they are in a Municipality, where civic responsibilities are to be
looked after, no question of caste, colour or creed can be taken into

consideration. I mean to say that no sort of representation of scheduled
castes and minority communities can be given.

The next item is the Government control. Of course my hon.
friends might be dismayed that I am going to do away with Government
control altogether, but this is not so. I have simply said that the Govern-
ment control should be to a great extent lessened, I mean to say the control
of the Subdivisional Officer, the Deputy Commissioner and the Commis-
sioner should be lessened to a great extent. I need not go into the sections
at this stage, but my hon. friends will find that Government also will have
a hand in the Municipal administration, only the Subdivisional Officer
who has now the power to go into the records and ot inspection and other
things will have that power taken away, but in the matter of election of
President, etc. the power has still been left. I do not think that this Bill
is of a revolutionary character You could have called it that, had the
Bill been on the lines of the United Provinces Bill which is now being
contemplated. I am not sure but I think they are going to give the
Chalrman. magisterial powers and to have the- police within the Municipality
under their control and o introduce the system of adult franchise. Byt
nothing of this sort will be found here and so I say that this is a ve
modest measure, and | hope my hon. fiends will support the
Bill.

THE HON’BLE THE SPEAKER : The motion moved is that the Assam
Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1937, be referred to a sclect committee
consisting of the following members—

1. The Hon’ble Minister for Local Self-Government.

2. Khan Bahadur Maulavi Keramat Ali.

3. Srijut Sarveswar Barua.

4. M_a}ulavi Abdul Matin Chaudhury.

5. Srijut Jogendra Nath Barua,

6. Babu Dakshina Ranjan Gupta Chaudhuri.

7. Srijut Beli Ram Dag,

8. Babu Rabindra Nath Aditya.

9. Srijut Mahi Chandra Bora,

10. Maulavi Munawwar Aljj.
11. Srijut Rajendra Nath Barua,
12, Srijut Rajani Kanta Bargoah.

(Seven to form the quorum.)
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Tue Hon’BLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Sir, the Bill as
presented before the House is not so innocent as the hon. mover hasl srfud.
It involves many important principles. One is the abolition of the prmc:ple\
of nomination, and the other is the important principle of the relaxation of
immediate control.

Now, Sir, the proposal to do away with nomination is an ideal principle
no doubt, but the principle underlying nomination is that certain under-
represented communities and minorities may get a chance to be represented
in the Municipal Boards. Unless special arrangement is made for the
sake of giving representation to thesc under-represented minorities and
communities it is not desirable thiat nominations should be done away
with. We find that in the last elections of the Municipal Boards even
an important community like the Muslim community has lost in many
Municipalities. For example in Sylhet the Muslims according to
population ought to get over 6 elected members, or about 1T,
but they got only 3 returned. Then, Sir, in Maulavibazar the
Muslims according to their population ought to have got 4 members
returned but there are two only returned. In Dhubri the Muslims should
have got about 3 at least but none was rct_urncd. And then there are
demands also from several minority communities for representation in the
local boards. If we do away with nomination and we do not make special
arrangements for the representation of these communities, I think
those communities who are under-rcpresented and the minorities will not
be agreeable and will strongly object to this. Nomination is for the sake of
giving representation to such communitics as are not able to return their
candidates to represent their cause 11l the municipal boards. Government
do not see their way to accept that p inciple of the Bill and therefore they

oppose it. % 3

Sir, there is another principle of the Bill and that is to mz'lkc the minis-
terial officers ineligible for election. At present the ministerial officers are
allowed to become members of the Municipal Board and this Bill seeks to do
away with that right, Government will not be opposed to that if that be

the desire of this House.

There is another principle which I should call a revolutionary principle
and that is the proposal to elimirate the control of thi Magistrate in the
subdivision. In the present Act section 289 says this—“The Commissioner,
1d the Magistrate in charge of the subdivision

the Deputy Commissioner ar fagistrate
or any officer of Government authorised in this behalf by the local Govern-

ment by a general or special order may at all times enter upon or into and
inspect or for the purpose of his inspection cause any other person to enter
upon or into any immoveable property 1n _the occupation....., or any work
in progress under the orders, or any institution under the control and admi-
nistration of the Board,...... and call for and inspect any book or document
which may be, for the purposc of this Act, in the possession or under the
conirol of the Board”. The Bill proposes to do away with the power given
to the Subdivisional Officer to enter into the Municipal office to examine the
records, But it does not propose to climinate the power of the Deputy
Commissioner to enter into this Municipal Board to examine the records.
Sir, for example, in Golaghat we have a Subdivisional Officer who is in
touch every day with the affairs of the Board, under the proposal in the
Bill that officer cannot enter into thg: office of the Golaghat Municipal Board
and inspect it. What will happen ? Tt will mean that the Deputy Com-
missioner from Jorhat or that the Commissioner from Gauhati should go
into the Golaghat Municipal office and inspect it. I see no reason for this
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The Bill wants to eliminate the power of a Subdivisional Officer given by the
Act to inspect a Municipal Board in a subdivision but does not propose to
eliminate the power of the district officer to inspect at any time the Muni-
cipal Board office in the headquarters of the district. This is partiality
shown to the Municipal Boards in subdivisions. The Government is
opposed to this principle.
Then, Sir, there is also another principle in the Bill which proposes to
do away with the emergency power given by the Act to the Deputy Com-
missioner and the Commissioner. According to the Act, the' Deputy Com-
missioner or Commissioner can prohibit any action or suspend any rcsqlu-
tion passed by the Board if that action or resolution is apprehended to bring
about a breach of the public peace or cause any harm to any community.
That emergency power given under the Act to the Deputy Commissioner and
Commissioner is proposed to be transferred to the local Government under
the provisions of this Bill. The local Government at Shillong cannot con-
veniently and effectively exercise the emergency power. Suppose the Boal_‘d
Passes a resolution not to allow a procession to go in front_ of a certain
mosque, and there is an apprehension of a riot. By the time the local
overnment from Shillong knows the conditions and passes orders some mis-
chief might have been done. This emergency power is given to the Deputy
Commissioner and Commissioner for special things that may be done by
the Board which may'create'a breachi of peace and cause disturbance to ' any
society or community. But this Bill proposes to eliminate that emergency
power and confers it on Government. We see no reason for this:
This proposal will only do away with the object of the Act  itself. =
,. —Yow, Sir, there is another proposal to transfer the Deéputy Commission-
€r's'power to the Commissioners for calling upon the Board to perform
certain immediate works. According to section 292 sub-section (3), of the
Act, the Deputy Commissioner can ask the Board to perform certain
act which: requires- to be done urgently for the sake of public safety and
public health. - But if this power of therDeputy Commissioner is taken away
and_g“'?ﬂ to Commissioner who is far from. the! locality the object of the
section is entirely gone. This emergency power is given for the sake of
immediate work. Supposing a bridge is broken on a certain road in a-Muni-
ClpahtY and the Municipal Board does not take any action, the Deputy
Cc_»mrmssioner has the power under this Act to tell the Board to repair that
bridge and if the Board does not repair it, the. Deputy Commissioner can
appoint somebody to do that work and ask the Municipal Board to pay f(?r it.
But this Bill Proposes  to takeaway-that power of the Deputy, Commissioner
and transfer it to the Commissioner and to transfer the power to order the
Board to pay for the expenditure incurred to the Local Government. We do
not sce any reason for this proposal.

Basu HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY: On a point of
olrdcr, Sir. I think the Hon’ble Minister is discussing the Bill clause by
clause.

 Tue HO.N’BLE Rzv. J.J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: I am only speaking,
Sir, on the different principles contained in the different clauses.

Tue How'sie tie SPEAKER: The Hon’ble Minister is entitled to
examine the principles underlying the clauses.

THE HON’BLE Rgy, J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Government have
no objection if the power of the local officer is not eliminated, the local Gov-
ernment being the final authority in cases of appeal. But to do away with
the power of the local officers even in cases of emergency is- a thing which
will disturb' and will not be conducive to 20 :

ve od administration. Therefore,
Government do not accept these principles and oppose them.
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Then, Sir, there is .another very objectionable principle The last
clause of the Bill proposes to refer all disputes between local bodies to the
Local Government directly. According to the present Act, if there be a
dispute between a local board and a municipal board, Deputy Com-
missioner will decide it in the first instance. If there be a dispute between
a municipal bcard and the cantonment authorities, the Deputy Commis-
sioner can decide that. If there be a dispute between one municipal board
and another in different districts, the matter goes to the Commissioner.
But all appeals come to Government finally. I think this is a very
reasonable provision in the Act. But this Bill proposes that all disputes
between the local bodies should be directly sent to the Local Government
for final decision. The first objection to - this proposal is that the decision
of such disputes will be delayed, as the Local Government will not be able
to come to a final decision without referring them back to the local officers.
Another objection is that, if all these cases come to the Local Government for
decision, there will be so much of work to be done by the Local Government
that the administration will be. greatly hampered. Therefore, Sir, I say
that this Bill proposes to change the proper coursc of administration and to
bring the Local Government directly into touch with the local bodies,
which is very objectionable from the point of view of sound administration.
There is a right of appeal from all the decisions of the Deputy Commis-
sioners and also from the Commissioner -to th_c Local Government finally.
The present Act provides that. But the Bill, Sir, secks to do away with the
lower authorities, 1 therefore, move, Sirs that this Bill be circulated for
eliciting public opinion before the 30th September 1937. :

Srijur  SARVESWAR BARUA: On a point of order, Sir. If a

motion is to be moved, should it not precede the ‘SPEECh, i .

havcrrt;ll;]fl eHS(C;N:Bife ?}ig uslg l?liiEbP(;gu thtilS:l lsnpkﬁﬁzléeb}{{?nré"l’)i]sg E;nsfgé-io;}-lmﬂd
Tue Hon'sre Rev. J- J- M- NICHOLS-OY : It matters very little,

Sir. e LARSHESVAR BORO_OAH: Sir, under Rule 50 of the

Assembly Rules can the Hon’ble}ﬁf;rgztizré?s;é: tt(})ll: gﬁggg%ﬁﬁﬁﬁfeem?OﬁOH

before the H being that the oy
THECHO(:};?_» = ?2% SPEAKER : This is governed by rule 50, sub-rule

2) (b) which runs— : :
2)( )‘At this stage no amendments to the Bﬂi} maér be mgvcd, but ‘#f the
member in charge moves that the Bill ‘be -relcr 11;3 Btﬁ l-a Select Committee,
any member may move as a1} amendment that the Bill be circulated for the
purpose of eliciting opinion. - .
g *hle Minister 1s 11 order. C

So the Hon'ble Mt IV IDUR RAHMAN : Sir 1 am afraid 1 am
riot in favour of the motion for referring thel_B}l! to a S‘elcct _C(}mmittee, I
would prefer that the Bill be cwc_ula.tcd for e lqzlm_lg public opinion. In the
statement of objects and reasons ot hasfb‘i;m 2 ﬂé‘t it is only in the fitness of
things that with the inauguration, © the ncw Government of India Act
e eltae rauntupgl dodies SHalc b, pont away vt e MR
submission is that‘the analogy of the Government of India Act does not hold
water here, because as. you all _lcilncxwl in the Government of India Act
representation of minoritics is provided bya system of separate electorates,
whereas in the Municipal Act there is no such . separate representation.
1 do not mean to suggest that we should go back to separate representation
now in the Municipal Act. But the fact is that, under the present provisions
of the Municipal Act, most of the minority communities arc not properly
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represented. At the last general election, as has just been pointed out by
the Hon’ble Minister, out of 18 municipalities, in as many as 13 municipali-
ties the Muhammadans could not get their due share according to the ratio
of their population. This was under a system of joint electorates. Now, if
there be a provision for reservation of seats for the Muhammadan community
in this Bill, it may be acceptable to that community. So I think the
provisions of this Bill, so far as nomination is concerned, will affect the entire
Muhammadan community of this province. It is in the fitness of things
therefore that the Bill be circulated among the public for eliciting their
opinion. i ;

There are also, Sir, some other provisions in the Bill which I think
require some modification. There is a phrase in clause 4, namely ¢ Muni-
cipal officer . I do not know what my hon. friend the mover means by
that.

Sryur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: On a point of explanation,
Sir. The words ¢ municipal officer > were put in by mistake. But I think
this can be corrected in the Bill when it is taken up by the House clause by
clause. These words are actually redundant.

TrE Hon'BLE MaAuravi Sarvip Stk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : It
is, I think, a typing mistake for ministerial officer ?

Srijur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA : That is also not necessary.

KuAN SaHB Mavravi SATYIDUR RAHMAN : T think there is a re-
solution to abolish the post of Commissioner. But my hon. friend states in -
clauses 10 and 11 that for the words ‘Deputy Commissioner’ the word ‘Com-
missioner’ shall be substituted. I would prefer that the words ¢ Deputy Com-
missioner’ be retained and the word ¢ Commissioner * be deleted wherever it
occurs. So I think nomination is an archaic form of representation and as has
been said by the Hon’ble Minister it is only to give representation to the
unrepresented communities. But whether that should go or thatshould take
some other form is, I think, a matter which should be decided by the
public. The public should have a say in the matter. So I would
pertinently ask the mover to agree to the circulation of the Bill.

ASryur GOPINATH BARDOLOT : Sir, I support the Bill in spite of
the Hon’ble Minister’s long argument. I am not convinced with his argu-
ment as to the desirability of sending the Bill for eliciting public opinion.

The first thing that is objected to by the Hon’ble Minister is that it wil]
offend against the interests of the minorities, I submit, Sir, that it will only
be a matter of detail about the Bill. The Hon’ble Minister has been pleased
to say that he will be agreeable to do away with nomination. We may
not be disagreeable to the representation of minorities by a kind of joint
electorate system. I consider that this is really not an innovation. But the
way as to how many seats should be allocated, is a matter which may surely
come within the purview of the Committee.

I am glad that the Hon’ble Minister has been pleased to accede to the
suggestion made a.l?out the matter of ineligibility of the mjnisterial officers
getting representation.

As to the gontrol of the Deputy Commissioner I must say that the
illustration which the Hon’ble Minister has given could not convince any-
body. The emergency power can be exercised by the provisions of the
Cm_mmal P{OCCdl{re Code. For instance, if there is any apprehension of
a riot tl_aere 18 section 144.. So it was not necessary to bring forward an
iHustratmn'of th_at nature in the first place, and sccondly, I think, that if
occasion arises, it can very well be met by the PI‘OViSions, of the Criminal

Brocedure Code and thereisiabsoliitely no necessity. to keep the control of
the Deputy Commissioner, ,




Another point that was put forward by the Hon’ble Minister is, I
suppose, in reference to certain actions that may be compelled by the
Deputy Commissioner under those emergency powers and my hon.
friend was referring to cases, for example, of a bridge. I am prepared to
believe that a rate-payer can be fully conscious of those difficulties and I am
sure he will be in a position to safeguard his position much better. The
whole agrument is based on the conception that the Municipal members are
not competent to look after the interests of the rate-payers. :

Regarding the settlement of disputes, I think, it can be left to
Government. A Board is supposed to be a respectable body and it is only
just that any dispute that may arise between the Board and a certain party
should be settled by Government. : X

As my hon. friend Khan Sahib Maulavi Sayidur Raliman just now said
that there is a contemplation of this House to see that the Commissionership
is abolished. I do not know how far that will come as a practical proposition
when the question coines before the House. But I can say this much that
this provision is just and proper. So my submission is that the argument
put forward by the Hon’ble Minister does not convince anybody that the
principle of this Bill will offend against the interests of the minorities as a
whole. The intention of even the Montagu-Chelmsford Reform was to
give complete responsibility to the local bodies. We are now in the domain
of Provincial Autonomy. These are semi-Government institutions and if it
is to be confessed that we are unable to run them with our elected represen-
tatives then we have got to say that we should not proceed further. 1
suppose this is not the stand-point of the Hor_1’b1c Minister and I would
request him to withdraw his motion for circulation and allow this to go to
theSelect Committee.

MauLavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURI: 1In going to
support the Hon’ble Minister I should like to draw the attention of the hon.
members.  to my question No.92. T shall  invite their attention
to the list showing the position of the minority communities so far as Muni-
cipal election is concerned. Sir, those hon. gentlemen who would
rather like that there should be the © line system * prevailing to protect the
indigenous. people should not in the same breath be inconsistent with refe-
rence to those minorities living in the Municipal areas who should have
protection of the Local Government. Is there no provision in the Govern-
ment of India Act for the protection of t.he minorities ¥  Sip, T can say this
much that in the district headquarters like Sylhet we the Muhammadans
have got only three elected members on the Board.

Sryur DEBESWAR SARMAH : On a point of infor
the Speaker a nominated member ? (Loud laughter).

Tae Hon’srLe THE SPEAKER : That does not arise

Mavravi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURI: I will co t
that. While the Hon’ble Minister has been pleased to nominat mi e
members of this Housc to the Municipal Board I cap C‘Hcm Ef“
that the gentlemen who have been able to return by (:le(:tioric withttth h 11111
of some party groups have not even passed the threshold of Matri (; 1elp
though we find enough educated, responsible peo 11) e a}t;on,
Three gentlemen who had been able to ente e

- b . 5 p
three such innocent gentlemen will hardly v by the result of the clection,

be able to foll
r > @ ow very correctly
and very accurately the proceedings of the meetings.  Are thes?gentlemeﬂ

able to safeguard the interests of the Muhammadans of the Sylhet town ?
Everyone knows that Sylhet was once the capital of the Muhammadans.
Even now it has got remnants of the past. Lven now what have we got

mation, Sir. 1Is
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there when we find that this sort of people are securing seats there. If the
Hon’ble Minister for Local Self-Government had nominated people like Khan
Bahadur Maulavi Mufizur Rahman, retired Assistant Director of Land Re-
cords—what is the harm !—I am not of course advocating the reservation
of seats—I think the result will not be rather happier than what has been
in the town of Sylhet. Nothing can be rather more vivid and expressive.
And the answers given by the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Local Self-
Government will show that the major minor community— Muhammadans
being the important minority community—have got their legitimate share. If
they are faced with this difficulty, I do not know what will be the fate of other
minority communities unless there is some sort of protection or safeguards at
the hands of the Local Government. The minority communities must have
a place there. In Sylhet there are occasions when some Congress members
approached the Ministry during the last election bringing in charges against
the group which is in charge of the Municipal body. They were referred to
the replies to question No. 60(a). They however approached somchow or
other the Deputy Commissioner ; petitions were filed to the effect that the
clection of this style must be stale. The first attempt was made with the
Deputy Commissioner and then the Local Government. But their attempts
failed.  So I say that let the Bill be circulated and let us see what the
minority community has to say on the point.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALT AHMED: Sir, we have listened to the
speech of t]lc Hon’ble Minister. We have also heard the speech of Maulavi
Ashrafuddin Md. Chaudhuri. The Hon’ble Minister wants the retention of
nomination to give representation to the under-represented communities.
?(fraltll}xiw Ashrafu?lclgn'Md. Chaudhuri wants the retention of nomination
BT - Rreakation foithe prople who haye passed the
i filc? ﬁg‘?ﬁﬁ“ 1?2!’1*530‘: us consider whether the system of nomination docs
Together with thiz scgaton, o the unrepresented community or not.

2 s we have to consider whether by doing away with nomi-
nations, we can give hetter re : % e 2 ities b
R system, “If i presentation to unrs:pr(lzsented com'mum ies DY

R TR T the purpose of the Bill is not to disregard the
that this Bill should bgec%gmsed minorities, there is no sense in opposing
electorates with reservatr%crr?‘d o et e ihinc e ot
i Lt . ation ol seats for recognised minorities, the interests of
mun.ltles. -wdl be better represented. What do we find to-day ?
There are minorities practically in the whole part of Assam. Even with the
nomination system the minorities are not adequately represented in the
munlc:{pa.lltlcs. If we do away with the system of nomination, and in its
p[‘ace reserve adequa.te_ seats for the minorities, I think more representation
will be given to the minorities than at present. Therefore I whole-heartedly
support that this Bill should be referred to a Select Committee and
nced not be circulated for eliciting public opinion. Sir. i idea is that th
people in sending their repr i 5 Tt e s
I P .esentatlves_tq the municipalities or to the local
i govf:?x};i;n ttf;:: adm:_mstratiop of those institutions than
As a result of the past experienge ¢ & l;imvmce, Sir, do we find this to-day ?
Minister have found nominag ve find that only a few favourites of the
fia  Monisten 10ns (shame).  We want to give this power not
tot but we want to ive. thi
If this is the principle, I do not gwve this power to the rate-payers.
ihe DrnGDI DL RIT sec how my hon. friends can oppose
detalijl Tll)iese matters ca S5 ljegards el matters I need not g0 iy
. I n easily be thrashed out in the Select Committee.

I therefore whole- o
Commitltelee. Sl support that this Bill be referred to a Select

L=
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Sryur DEBESWAR SARMAH : 1 rise Sir, to support the n}otion that
this Bill be sent to the Select Committee for consideration of detatls._ Froxln
what the Hon’ble Minister for Local Self-Government has said, I think this
is a matter which primarily concerns the Local Self-Government, and the
reasons that arc advanced by the Hon’ble Minister for Local Self-Govern-
ment would be going very far to indicate the ideas that are being entertain-
ed by the Hon’ble Minister, or for the matter of that by the cabinet, relating
to the things to come under this Provincial Autonomous Government,

Sir, what we have heard from the Hon’ble Minister is extremely dis-
appointing. I do not so much mind whether the Bill comes through or
fails. It has been sponsored by a member of the (_30ngrf:ss party. Even so,
the Coongress party does not stand to gain or lose its weight by the success
or failure of this piece of Bill itself. But I do .hope and trust that the
members of this House will try to realise the gravity of the pronouncement
that is being made by the Hon’ble Minister this afternoon. It means the
negation of the principle of self-g: vernment,—it means to kill autonomy in
Local Self-Governing institutions like the municipal bodies—which autonomy
has been extended to provinces even by the Government of India Act, 1935.
The opposition that has heen put forward by Government if it is a
bona fide one, is I submit entirely misconceived. I say ifitis bona fide,—
because I frankly confess that there is a lurking suspicion in my mind that
the opposition put forward to the harmless piece of Bill is not entirely bona
JSide. 1 venture to think that the human weakness, I mean the element of
flesh and blood, the race for more food, more speed, more power is behind
the idea of opposition. After all what does this Bill ask for ? Let us forget
the details of the Bill for a moment. The Bill asks that there should be no
nomination, or in other words, that the power of nomination which was
in the hands of Government should now be waived for the benefit of
the people. The Bill presupposes that the people are sufficiently well
informed and capable of looking after themselves in their municipal matters.
This power of nominating members should be taken away from Govern-
ment and the people of cities and towns in Assam should be allowed to elect
their own representatives to administrate their civic matters

KuAN SAHIE Mauravi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI ;
a point of information, Sir. Has the personnel of the Select Committee
been suggested and, if so, we want to know the names ?

Tue HoN'BLE T SPEAKER : The motion was read before the
House.

Srjur  DEBESWAR SARMAH: Now the principle is one which
admittedly to-da

y in the year of grace,. 1937, Government has been pleased
to accept and the result is that Provincial Autonomy is here and it should
be acted upon. In six provinces in India, the Congress party are running
the zlacllmmxs.tr'atlc_)n of the country and in the five other provinces though
coalition ministries arc running the Government, the pProvincial autonomy is

there in theory. Now will the hon. members of this House oppose this
principle of autonomy in towns and runici i

sentatives of the

On

e that will bring in t

from my desire
of this House. X

Now, Sir, I ask the hon.
and accept the princip]

members whether or not they agree with
Hon’ble Minister for T,

¢ of autonomy or self-government. Here is the
ocal Self-Government of this province. Is he going
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to minister to the needs of the province by giving nomination and by oppos-
ing the principle of representation ? What this House is then going to stand
for ? The Government of India Act makes no provision for nomination to
this Assembly, does this House agree to sit and take reactionary measures ?
Sir, I hope and trust the British members will appreciate what I am trying
to put forward. T may be deficient in English which is not my mother tongue.
The Hon’ble Minister for Local Self-Government might have taken a lesson
from the White Ministers in the art of “divide and rule”. The White mas-
ters did their part very well in their own way but our brown Ministers in
trying to imitate their White masters are cutting sorry figures. In this Housc
they are trying to play one section against another. It pains me very much
and I hope that the Hon’ble Minister will not again mdul_gc? in playing one
community against another. I hope and trust that thc‘ B:rmsh mcn}ber;, of
this House will help and contribute towards gl‘OWFh of Self-qucrmng mns-
titutions. ' Let them place themselves in their English county shire mentally
and say whether they would have nominations in their elected county coun-
cils. T hope, freedom loving people as they are, by their example this even-
ing they will lead wus on in the path of autonomy.

Now, Sir, the Hon’ble Minister for Local Self-Government said that in
certain municipalities there were no proportionate number of Muhamr_nadan
candidates and nomination was necessary to make up the number. May be,
but what is it due to ? Has he been able to show that it is due to some
unhealthy reason ? Has he heen able to show that it is due to certain
manipulation that the Muhammadans have been deprived of their due share
In a municipality ? No, he has not been able to allege any such reason.

n the contrary take the case of the Jorhat municipality. In the Jorhat
municipality the Hindus and Muhammadans are about half and half. At
present the number of Muhammadan members is three and that of Hindus
twelve. But we are having Khan Bahadur Maulavi Keramat Ali as our
elected Chairman to-day and for the last nine years (laughter). There
should certainly not be any differentiation between the Hindus and Muham-
madans:. When there is joint electorate, there is no necessity for separate
protection or reservation.  The best man always comes out. It pains me to
hear Khan Sahib Maulavi Sayidur Rahman saying that Muhammadan
members may be less and there may not be adequate Muhammadan repre-
sentation, Sir, when it is a question of joint electorate, deserving man
should always find place. What cogent reason has been advanced by
the Hon’ble Minister against the joint electoratc ? We have been told that
they have not got their adequate quota of representation. But why ? Has
any community prevented that community from getting their due quota ?
If in Jorhat where thereis also joint electorate, the Muhammadans being
only one-fifth of the total strength and Hindus four-fifth in the municipal

board, Khan Bahadur Maulavi Keramat Ali can find placc as Chairman,
why then the

question of community should come in ? The principle
should be that the best man should always come in.

The next point 8 as regards nomination. The hon. member from
Sylhet I mean Maulavi Ashrafuddin Md. Chaudhuri has said that deserving
man will not be had

in the municipalities if there be no nomination. [ am
astounded to hear this.

( Does he mean to say that the people will just return
undeserving people to the municipalities leaving the jewels to be picked up
by Government and sent in by the back door to the municipality ? As
regards tI_le question of nomination our past experience is not very
encouraging.
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Shillong is the capital of Assam and Assam Valley Hindus contribute
considerable amount of money towards the upkeep of the capital here. In
this capital, of course, I speak subject to correction, there is no Assamese
Hindu member elected from the Shillong Municipality. There was one
candidate but I learn that he was defeated. The Assamese Hindu commu-
nity was not fortunate enough to be ab® to draw the attention of the
Hon’ble Minister for Local Self-Government for getting a nomination to the
Shillong Municipal Board. Are the Assamese in Shillong so negligible that
they cannot get a nomination ? This is one instance. Let me cite another.
The Caste Hindus in Jorhat Municipality were very well represented, so
well represented indeed that they have got more than their quota of repre-
sentation. But when nomination came in, again a Caste Hindu was nomi-
nated neglecting other unrepresented community. What are these, Sir ?
What are the reasons that the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Local Self-
Government can give for such nominations in the municipalities ? I have
no quarrel with anybody, but I am criticising from the standpoint of policy,
from the standpoint of representation of minority. The statement made by
the Hon’ble Minister and Khan Sahib Maulavi Sayidur Rahman that the
Muhammadans will not be represented cannot be accepted because no data
have been given, no materials have been placed before this House to come to
snch a conclusion. We have no reason to presuppose perversity on the part of
the electorate. Now, Sir, I do not think I will take up the time of the House
any longer, but what I would request the hon. members to think—to ask
themselves—is whether they would act contrary to the principle of Self
Government. If they want real Self-Government they cannot say that the
principle of nomination should be continued. The principle of nomination
should not be left to the whims of the Ministers. It helps to corrupt whoever
comes in touch with this nomination business. This Bill should go to the
Select Committee which consists of members of all parties and the details of
the Bill may be adjusted and set right there,

(FURTHER DISCUSSION ON THE BILL POSTPONED)

STATEMENT OF THE HONBLE SPEAKER REG

LIMIT FOR GENERAL DISCUSSION OF Tlﬁ%Alg{l?ég(E}TTINIE

Tue Hon’sLe taE SPEAKER: Presently I am woj jour

House. Befcre I do it I want to draw the attegtion of t}gle nf%ortw.?b?gjggul}s; }22
one fact and that relates to the general discussion of the Budget which is to
commence from to-morrow. I asked the hon. members to givg me the names
of the hon members who would take part in the general discussion and the
names have been supplied to me and I find 72 names have been given. We
have got four days for the purpose. The last day will be a half c%ay because
on that date non-official business would be coming up after lunch and we
shall practically get one hour for the budget discussion on that date, So

practically we have got three days and I think it will not be possible for 72

members to take part in the debate if the time limit is fixed at 15 minutes

per member. So I request th(? _party leaders to have a discussion amongst
thcmselveg and come to a decision whether all these 72 hon. members should
take part in the discussion. Now for the first day names of 13 members have

been put up and for tl : es of ir
e da(;r 1e second d:y names of 33 and for the third day 14

f 12 members. We are also t ider t the
Tron Bl MiTercr i 0 to consider the fact tha

ave to reply. I ' il be
one reply on behalf of the M?giy e e L

: e stry or separate replies. But if all the
Hon ble Ministers want to 1‘@!_)137 then on the last (]Ey we shall have 17
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members to take part. If 17 members are to speak within one hour I do
not know what will be the time limit. So if the general discussion of the
Budgetis to be properly conducted I think the list should be curtailed
and I appeal to the hon. members to curtail the list. I also notice that the
European members have not as yet furnished their list of members who
would speak. If they speak the list will be still longer. .

Mr. F. W. HOCKENHULL: We beg to apologise, Sir. We did not
know the time limit. Might I suggest the possibility of having a meeting of
party leaders in order to come to a decision about this ? That may solve
the difficulty. >

THE Hox’BLE THE SPEAKER: Yes, if the party leaders meet in a
conference and decide amongst themselves and give me the names of the
members, that will save much time. I appeal to the party leaders to meet
in a conference and send me the names of members selected by them to
take part in the budget discussion. There are some hon. members who do
not belong to any party ; they should also be consulted, I think, before the
names are selected for the budget discussion.

Mr. F. W. HOCKENHULL : Might I suggest quarter to ten to-
morrow for party leaders’ meeting and furnish you with the result of their
consultation by, say, 10-30 ?

THE Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : That is for the party leaders to say.

Mr. F. W. HOCKENHULL: If we meet at that time the result of
the discussion may be commuincated to you by 10-30, in good time to
make arrangements

TrE HoN’BLe e SPEAKER: T may ask the hon. members to have
a conference at 9-45 to-morrow, as suggested by Mr. Hockenhull and 1
request them to join that conference and settle the points raised

Srjur  GOPINATH BARDOLOI: That may not be suitable to us.
It may be some time in the morning.

Mr. F. W. HOCKENHULL: = At what time ?

SryUT  GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Say about 8-30.

Rt Bamabur PROMODE CHANDRA DUTT: Why not meet now ?

Tue How'sie ThE SPEAKER : After I adjourn the House, the hon.
members can discuss the point and settle the matter do-day.

. Tue HoN'sLe Mauravi Sarvio Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Sir, so far as the Ministers are concerned, each Hon’ble Minister will reply
f?r the departments under his charge. In allotting time it must be con-
sidered that five of the Government Bench are speaking.

The House was then adjourned till 11 a.m. on Saturday, the Tth
August 1937,

.

A. K. BARUA,

SH ILLONG,

The 6th September, 1937, Secretary, Assam Legislative Assembly.




