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Proceedings of the Second Session of the first Assam Legislative

Assembly, assembled under the provisions of the Government of
India Act, 1935 '

The Assembly met at the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 11 a.m. on Thursday,
the 5th August, 1937

CONCILIATION BOARD FOR SETTLEMENT OF THE STRIKE
IN THE DHUBRI MATCH FACTORY

. Kuaxy Samis Mauvravi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: On a point. of
mformation, Sir. Yesterday before we divided, the Hon’ble Minister for
Revenue gave us an assurance that a Conciliation Board would be formed.
May we know from him whether he still sticks to that assurance and
whether he is going to form a Conciliation Board to effect a settlement
between the Match strikers and the management ?

Tue Hox’sie Seyur ROHINTI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Sir, al-
though, in spite of the fact that I gave an assurance, some of the hon.
members of this House thought fit to censure the Government, I propose to
stick to the assurance which I gave and shall take carly steps to form a
local Conciliation Boar

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
STARRED QUESTIONS

Appointment in the Nowgong Forest Office
Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA asked :
*33. Will the Gover be pl : i
rovernment be pleased to state who has been appointed
to ?ll u[ln_ tayv;a.cancy in the Forest office at Nowgong recently and what i5 his
nationalil Iy

THe HONBLE SuHAMs-UL-UrLamA Maurana ABU
WAHEED replied : = = e MR

33.—One Mr. Dionell Roy, who is a Khasi, has been appoi

5 X ppointed.
: .SRI‘]UT P[_]RNA CHANDRA SARMA : I have not heard the Hon’ble
Minister. Will Pc plcas:e repeat his answer ?

'_I‘HE HoN"BLE SHAMS_—UL-ULAMA Mavrana ABU NASR MD.
WAI_{EI;{D: o T}l:e ar;sx\'c? tmd that one Khasi boy of the name of Mr,
Dione oy has been appointed.

SryyUT I{URNA CHANDRA SARMA asked :

#34, Is it a fact that the candidate selected is not a local man of Now-
we  HON'BLE  SHAMSUL-Ulave Maurana ABU NASR MDD
WAHEED replied : '

—Yes, Sir, he is not a local maq,

sryur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA asked ;

#35. Will Government be pleased to state the number of applications
for. the post from loc}al Capndldﬂtcs and whether there was not a qualificd

lidate amon‘gSt Sy T
cand "IF - HoN ZL-E SHAMS-UL-ULAMA  MauraNA ABU NASR MD.
WAHEBED rephec

35 __Fol-;-y-f‘our‘ applications were received, All of them had necessary
minimum qualifications:
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_ Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA asked : : o

*#36, Whether the candidate selected possesses any special qualification,
which the local candidates have not, and, if not, why a local candidate was

ed P
£ S:f']ISELiCdHON’BLE Spams-vr-Urama Mavrana ABU NASR MD.
WAHEED replied : !

36.—Sir, he was the only candidate from the undcr-rep_resented
community with previous office experience, which was considered a
special qualification. : 24y L e

Sryur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Wasit, Sir, a provincial
SCIvi

: c'Igi-Iis Hoxn'sLE SHHMS-UL-ULAMAI Mauvzana  ABU NASR  MD.
TED ;G it was not a provincial service. -

WA@:Eﬁﬁ PURKA GHANDRA SARMA : ‘f}iaspthcrc any other candi-

ate fr under-represented community :

dne’?:x)::-n argo?vegi;, SHAMSI-)UL-ULAMA Maurana  ABU NASR MD.

WAHEED: I am not aware of that. I want notice of this question.

Sryjjur PURNA CHANDRA SARI\:IA asked : : ‘

*37. Who was_the authority.to appoint the particular candidate and
was there any private or official instruction from any quarter for the appoint-
ment and if it was official, was it mentioned in the advertisement nviting
applications ? If the instruction was private will the Government statc
trom whom it came ?

" Tue HonBLE Suams-ur-Urama Mavrana  ABU NASR MD.
WAHEED replied : 5 j
37~—The Conservator of Forests was the appointing aut.honty.
There was official instruction to the effect that prg:ft:rencc was to be given to
candidates from the under-represented communities..  That was mentioned
in the advertisement.

Sryur  PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Did the Conservator of
Forests report that there was no candidate from the under-represented
community of the district ?

Toe HonN'BLE  SHAMs.ur-Urama MAULANA  ABU NASR MD.
WAHEED: No, Sir. He did not make such report to Government.

Mauravi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: What was the qualification
of the candidate ?

THE HONBLE  SHAMS-UL-ULAMA MAULANA ABU NASR MD.
WAHEED: I have alrcady answered that quest_1on,_ Sir.

Srijur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: Sir, is it the policy of the

overnment to appoint the local candidate if he is found qualified ?

Tae  HoNBLE  SHAms-ur-Urama MAULANA ABU NASR MD.

WAHEED': Yes, but he should come from the under-represented com-
Munity,

Remission of land revenue in the Ni.fﬁkf'zcmj estates

Srjur SIDDHI NATH SARMA asked :

*38. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge please state if remission
of land revenue is granted to the proprietors of the Nigf-kheraj estates to that
extent to which the proprietors of the Kheraj estates have been granted for
the last few years ?

*39. If the answer to qu-stion 38 is in the negative, will the Hon’ble

'Minister in chargc please state the reasons for not granting the same remis-
sion to the proprietors of such Nisf-kheraj eéstates?
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Tae Hon’BLE SRjuT ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied 3

38. & 39.—If by remission, the hon. member means temporary reduction
of land revenue which has been granted for the last few years, then the reply
is in the negative. Government considers that the nisf-khirajdars who pay
half rates on cultivated portions of their holdings, and nothing on the un-
cultivated portions, are in a much better position than those who pay full
rates, since in comparison with the latter they already enjoy a remission of
more than eight annas in the rupee.

Srgur GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : On a point of information
Sir. May I ask the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Revenue whether
Government intends to grant any reduction in land revenue for the current
year in respect of khiraj lands ?

Tae Hox’sLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Sir, I am
not prepared to say anything about khiraj land as the question does not

arise here.
Sryjur SIDDHI NATH SARMA asked :

*40. Will Government be pleased to state whether they propose to e
such concessions to the proprietors of such estates, on giving undertaking
that similar concessions will be granted to the under-tenants ?

Tue Hon’BLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied:

40— Government are not prepared to increase the concessions already
enjoyed by the proprietors of these estates except under circumstances pro-
vided for byrules for the suspension and remission of land revenue in cases
of widespread local and private calamities.

Srgur SIDDHI NATH SARMA: Has the Governm=nt power to
compel the proprietors to grant remission or reduction of land revenue to
their under-tenants if such remission is granted to the proprietors by
Government ?

Tur Hon’sLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: T could not

follow. I shall be obliged if the hon. member will put a shorter question.

Sryur SIDDHI NATH SARMA : Are Government empowered to
compel the proprietors of the Khiraj estates to grant remission or reduction
of land revenue to their under-tenants if such remission or reduction is
granted to the proprietors by the Government P

Tue How’sLe Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Iam not
Prcparcd to answer this legal question.

Sriyjur GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : We want to know whether
Government recognises that the under-tenants of Nisf-khiraj estates are
undergoing great hardship because they are not getting reduction of
land revenuc whereas the tenants of the Khiraj estates are getting, at least
for the last few years, reduction in the land revenue.

Tue Hon’sLe Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: On a
point of order, Sir. This is another miniature speech  (laughter).

Sryyur SIDDHI NATH SARMA asked :
%41. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge be pleased to state the area of

cultivable and habitable waste lands (fallow) in Assam—district by district—
showing area in hills and plains separately ?

o
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Tuz How'sze Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :
41.—The areas of cultivable waste other than fallow in the various

districts are as follows—

Cultivable waste

District other than Current fallow
fallow

Plains Acres Acres
1. Cachar . 1,215,439 48,021
2. Sythet 811,646 241,709
3. Goalpara ... e 932,157 114,430
4. Kamrup ... .. 418,050 151,968
5. Darrang ... 718,890 130,609
6. Nowgong ... weet = 113438790 46,189
7= Sibsagar = o .. 1,482,573 128,265
8. Lakhimpur ... 1,486,599 89,212

Hills
1. Khasi and Jaintia Hills ... 1,031,579 121,475
2. Naga Hills ... e 2,013,109 168,000
3. Lushai Hills... ... 3,575,676 236,700
4. Garo Hills ... 1,698,221 9,942

Srijur LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH: Sir, the Hon’ble Minister hag
stated the figures of waste lands and fallow lands of the province : ma 1
know if the areas stated include professional grazing grounds a-ud’ villg’u
grazing grounds ? St

Tae Hon’sLE SrijuT ROHINI KUMAR CHAU :

do not include lands which are reserved for prol'essionzg}:}igi;; o0 ey
_ Sryur HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: The Hoph

Minister has given us a long list of cultivable waste lands. May Ik s
reason why such big areas of land are lying uncultivated ? i now.the

TuE How’BrLe Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I hink
for these lands no application has been made for settlement and parti t] :
because some of these lands are swamp and unfit {or cultivatiopn ]xcu iy

.SRI_IUT KAMESWAR DAS: May I know how the figures ha i
obt{ll]nl;'lcl—xvtllcthc1' by deducting the total settled area from tE* tota—fzzrtii:
av - W * = Ao
ab?tlz z:»va:tglia;?:lr;] ?the total area or was there any survey made of the avatijl-

. Tue How’sie Srijur ROHINI KUMAR GHA JRI: :
in a position to say whether there was a survey or n[{;IlDIE)IE;REH' 'I el
have-l\g&ot from x;igoHrts from our District Officers t iy
AuLavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY ;
information, Sir. Do Gowv o B PR
e imr;ligraﬁts : ernment propose to throw these waste lands
Tue Hon’sLe Srjur ROHINI KUMAR C
. . / HA :
prcpged to answer that question at this stage. R
REI B%AHENDRA NATH SAIKIA: Are Government aware that
thousands of indigenous Assamese are asking for settlemsnt of these lands ?

Tue Hov'BLE Sryur ROHINI . : el
notice of that question, Sir, KUMAR. CHAUDHURI: I want
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Sryur KAMESWAR DAS :
these figures ?

THE HON’BLE THE

May I know the mode of arriving at

SPEAKER : The question was put by hon. member

before.

Baru HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: On a poirt of
order, Sir. 1 find the Hon’ble Minister’s replies are contradictory. He has
given us a lj

st of cultivable waste lands and when I asked the reason why
these lands are not cultivated he has given us a reply that most of the
lands are not fit for cultivation. So, Sir, I find there are contradictions ;
how can he reconcile them ? : :

THe Hox’sLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : I said this
because some of the land will not be considered fit or profitable for cultiva-
tion. by the cultivators, They are of course cultivable in the strict sense of
the term but they are not considered profitable enough for culn'vanon.

Sryur KAMESWAR DAS: How were these figures arrived at ?

Tre How'sre Mauravr Sarvip Sir MUHAMMAD SAAD ULLA: The
answer has already been given that these figures were obtained from the
District Officers, and we Rave riot asked them how they are obtained.

Sryut  LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH: Are the figures accurate or
approximate ?

Tue How'sie Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I think
they are fairly accurate as they stand.

MauLavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURI: May I know
from the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Revenue what is the difficulty
' opening them out to immigrants ? "

TrE How'nie Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: That will
depend to o

y great extent on the result of debate which we are expecting on
the subject,

Registration of; Midwives and Nurses and names of Members
of Assam Medical Council

Miss MAVIS DUNN asked :

ﬂz'.wlll Government state if it is a fact that in other Provinces there is
Legislation for the Registration of nurses and midwives ?

*43. (a) Is the Hon’hle Mi nister-in-charge aware that there is a demand
for the registration of nurses and midwives ?

@)IRTE S50 F A5 Bovernment propose to introduce legislation in
Assam on the same lines

as in other Provinces ? " i
(¢) Do Government propose to consider the question of the regis Ta

tion of nurses and midwives by the Assam Medical Council ?
*44. Will the Hon’hle Minister-in-charge be pleased to state the names
of the members of the Assam Medical Council ?

THE HoN'BLE Ry, J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :
42,—Yes.

43.(a)—It does not appear that there is any strong demand on the part
of the public but the matter has recently been brought to the notice of Gov-
ernment by the Assam Medical Council.
(b)—Government are considering the question.

(¢)—The question of introducing a Nurses and Midwives Registra-
tion Bill is under consideration.
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44.—The Inspector-General of Civil Hospitals, Assam is the President,
The Director of Pasteur Institute and Medical Research Institute,
Shillong,
The Director of Public Health,
Civil Surgeon, Khasi and Jaintia Hills,
Chief Medical Officer, Welsh Mission Hospital, Shillong,
Dr. Kumidini Kanta Banerjee, Shillong,
Dr. Kali Kumar Das, L.M.P., Sylhet,
Dr. Nora Proctor Sims, M.R.C.S., L.R.G.P., M.C.0.G.,
Dr. G. D. Madhak, L.R.G.P. & S,L.R.F.P., S.L.M.; D.P.H., D.T.M.,
Dr. Dibakar Hazarika, M.B., V
Dr. Radha Ranjan Chaudhuri, M.B.,
Dr. Md. Khaliler Rahman,
Dr. Ghanashyam Das.

Mr. NABA KUMAR DATTA: May I know how many are nomi-
nated and how many elected ?

Tue Hon’sre Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Ten members are
nominated by Government and three are elected.

MR. NABA KUMAR DATTA: May I know on what principle
nomination is made ?

'I:HE Hon’sLE REV. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : I require notice of that
question,

Miss MAVIS DUNN asked :

*45. (a) Isit a fact that there is no lady doctor in the Assam Medical
Council ? ' '
Eb)) If so, why not ?
¢) Do Government propose to take steps to include ‘a lad
in the Assam Medical Coungl 'P : B
TrE Hon’BLE REV. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :
45. (a)—The reply 1s in the negative.
(6) & (¢)—do not arise,

Mr. NABA KUMAR DATTA: Do the Government c
nominate a lady on the Committee ? ;
negartl:‘HE I—Izz’m}f REV. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: The reply is in the

tive. there is alrea on the Commit i
ROTARR A AT S ] dy alady on th itee the question of

Miss MAVIS DUNN asked :

*46. (a) Is it a fact that the discipline of nurses is under the
t:
the Assam Medical Council ? 2 control of

. (b) Isit a fact that there are few, if any, members of the Assam
Ia\’ft::idmal Council who have any dealings at all with the training of nurses
n thcr(cf)‘or]g d?}not understand the nurses’ difficulties ?
. ¢) Do Government propose to have a Sub-Committee to deal with
n““?; in \Lvhu:P lady doctors and Nursing Superintendents are members ?
4&12(;)10le;1: RElv. J-J: Mh NICHOLS-ROY replied :
- \@)—Llhereply i1s in the negative. The Assam Medi 1
dcals(;))ﬂlYNWlt};l Medical Practitio11c:§s. eeical Coed
: —No, the Chief Medical Officers both of the Welsh Missi i
3 ) t
and of the Ganesh Das Hospital, Shillong, are on the AI;;:;?E }Iifesc}iilczll

Council, As the hon. member i
. As the h 1s aware the Welsh M ssion Hospital i

i -S810 -
known for the training of nurses. ospital is well

(¢)—Presumably this refers to

ontemplate to

) a Sub-Committee of the A Medics
Council. Under the Assam Medical Act the Medical Counc‘ﬁa?}l&als eollflr;l

with medical practitioners and nurses do not come within the scope of the

. LUI'SES O G lll I V ldc AlmNoig otaer thlll S,
Act lf a \] rses B[ l 1S 1ntr ;lll( Cil 1 W Dro ) L la (=1
101 an 4.'\5‘5;1111 Nul Sl“g GOL“NJI- °
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

Sunamganj Local Board
MavLavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURI asked :

20. Will Government be pleased to state :

(a) Whether a resolution of the Sunamganj Local Board passed im:
January 24, 1935, recommending an increase and redistribu-
tion, in the number of its members on the basis of population
amongst the different communities, was received by Govern--
ment ?

(b) If so, do Government propose to take action on the lines:
suggested in the said resolution, in the next election °

21. Are Government aware that there is complaint from the public
that grave injustice was dose to the Mahommedan community in the matter
of the distribution of seats in the Sunamganj Local Board ?

22. Has the attention of Government been drawn to the resolution
Passed in the Sunamganj Subdivisional Muslim Conference held at Mainpur

on F ebruary 24,1936, demanding immediate action on the ahove-mentioned
resolution of the Sunamganj Local Board ?

Tae How’sLE REV. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

20. and 21.—The hon. member is referr=d to' the reply to a similar
question asked at this session by Maulavi Dewan Md. Ahbab Chaudhuri.

THE HoN’BLE THE SPEAKER : I said that I would allow supplementary
questions on No.20.

Mavravy ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURT: May 1 know
whethcr such a resolution wag received by Government ?

Tue Hon’BLE REV. J. [. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Yes, that was received.

Mavravi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURI: Have Govern-
ment taken any steps on that resolution ?

Tue How'sLe Rev. J. J. M. NIGHOLS-ROY :  The question of increas-

ing the number of members of Local Boards is under ths consideration of
Government.

MRr. NABA KUMAR DATTA: Was there a complaint from the
public ?

TuaeE HoN’BLE R}iV, J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Yes, there was a com-
plaint from the public.

Tue HoN'BLE Rev, J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

22.—The reply is in the negative.

Mr. NABA KUMAR DATTA :
of the resolution from Sunamganj ?

Tue HoN’BLE REv, J-J. M. NICHOLS-ROY
negative. We did not get a copy of the resolution,

Did the Government receive a copy

5 Thc reply 1s in thc
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Employment of Contractors in Public Works Depar¢ment-

Sryur PARAMANANDA DAS asked =
o 23. Will the Hon’ble Minister for Public Works Department be pleased.

to state :(—

(a) whether any preference is given to the local contractors in giving:
Public Works Department contracts ?

(b) If so, the extent of such preference if there be any ?
Tue HonBLE MAULAVI SAvID SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA.
replied :—

23. (a)—VYes. 2
(b)—The_extent of such preference cannot be stated in mathema-~

tical language as it must depend on the individpal circ_umstaqces. A copy
of the Chief Engineer’s instructions to all Executive Engineers is placed on.
the Library Table.

Kuan Banapur Mavravi KERAMAT ALI: Is the Hon’ble Minister
» aware that in the letter referred to in the reply under (b.)_ the Chief Engineer
says that he does not like the idea of replacing old foreign contractors by

new local contractors ?

Tue Hon’sLe MaAuravi Saryio Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -
¢ If the House wants, Sir, I can read out the whole letter. I have already
laid it on the Library table.

Tuae Hon’eLE THE SPEAKER : The Hon’ble Minister can read the
substance.

Kuan Bamanur Mauvravi KERAMAT ALIL: Wil the Hon’ble Minister
read out paragraphs 3 and 6 please ?

TeE Hon’sie Mauravi Sarvio S;ir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

The letter has got only 5 paragraphs and not 6. I am reading from para-
graph 3. “The only reason an Executive Engineer 601}1@' have for requiring:
1o see a contractor’s domicile certificate is to avoid giving a contract to a
foreigner who has no such certificate. Government accept the same prin-
ciple as laid down in rule 307(i) of the Executive Manual in regard to

3\2}2‘]2"3 domiciled contractors (which includes their family) to tender for

ter %I-"IJUT DEBESWAR SARMAH: I could not hear the Hon’ble Minis-
» WII,

THE HonsLe Mauravi Sarvip S;r MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
The hon. gentleman has just come, Then the paragraph goes on—*‘but I
consider that Assamese should anyhow be given preference over new con-
:;I"i?gt’?rs of foreign origin even if the latter do obtain a certificate of domi-

I suppose the hom. member has heard me.
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Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAH : Yes, thanks. 7§

Kuayn Bamapur Mavravi KERAMAT ALI: Sir, there is' another
letter printed which is laid on the table of the House and I referred to that and
in paragraphs 3 and 6 of the letter the Chict Engineer says that he does. not

like the idea of encouraging old forecign contractors being replaced by new
local hands.

TuE How’eLe Mauravi Sarvip Sike MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
I suppose my hon. friend is referring to this portion. “The general policy...
is that Assamese and old contractors domiciled in Assam should have pre-
ference and that foreign contractors should drop out and new contractors
of foreign orig'in should not be encouraged even though they may sceure a
certificate of domicile™.

Kuan Basapur Mavravi KERAMAT ALI: No, Sir, that is not . the
1hing. ’

Toe Hon’sLe Mauravi Sarvip SikR MUHAM v AD SAADULLA :
Then I have no other letter in the file before-me.

SryyyT PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : May I know if these instruc-
tions are being carried into effect by the local officers 2 ;

Tae HowpLe Mauravi Sarvip SR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I
have no reason to think that thcy arc : not belng carried into effect. At
least attempts are made to enforce all instructions and Government orders.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: May I know whether the
Hon’ble Minister is aware that no such preference is given to the local con-

R
e Hommath? avt Sarap S MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I
have received a complaint and I have instituted an  enquiry.

Srijur- DEBESWAR SARMAH : Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that
local contractors are practically driven out by subterfuges and preference is
given to outside contractors and the Assam-Bengal Railway ? '

Tue Hon'sre MAuLavi Sarvip SR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I
have not received any complaint, Sir, to that effect.

MauLAvi Syep ABDUR ROUF : May I knowif Government suffer:

: el ?
economically by giving contracts to local men :

TueE Hon'sLe. MaurLavi SAWID SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Where the difference in rates quoted by a foreign contractor and a local con-
tractor is not very great, preference is generally given to the local contrac-
tor.

Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAH: If these intentions of Government

k1 Lis
are not given effect to, and there are many Su])le_"f uges by which this can be
evaded, will Government see that their instructions arc enforced ?

Tue Hon'Bre Mauravt Saryip S;ik MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

That is a very hypothetical question. If the hon. member will deign to’

give me cases of such contractors, I will start an enquiry,

BN RO T | R
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' Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAH: May I take it that it is a promise ?
Tre Hon'sLe THE SPEAKER: Oh, yes. It is a clear promise.
DOCUMENTS OR STATEMENTS PLACED ON LIBRARY TABLE

Tue Hon’brLe THE SPEAKER : I may repeat for the information of
the House that all documents which are referred to in the answers as being
placed on the Library table of the House will from to-day be placed on this
table on my lefi. :

Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: On a point of information,
Sir ; from to-day if the answers to questions arc stated to have been placed on
the table, it ought to be mentioned in the replies to_those questions which
will be put on our desk. Otherwise, it is not possible for us to get the
answer then and there. Even if they are starred questions they should be
put on the desk so that we may put supplementary questions.

Tue Hon'sLe THE SPEAKER : I may tell the House that if any sup-
plementary question is put with reference to any documents placed on the
Library table and if any hon. member cannot find the document on the date
on which it is put, on the following day I shall allow the hon. member to put
supplementary questions relevant to it.

Construction of Haripani Bridge in Jogighopa-Chapagari Road

Srijur PARAMANANDA DAS asked :
, 24. (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister for Public Works Department be
pleased to state whether Government propose to construct Haripani
Bridge in the Jogighopa-Chapaguri road ? _
() If so, when Government propose {0 take up the construction ?
95. Will the Hon’ble Minister for Public Works Department be pleased
to state :(— 5
(a) the conditions of the Assam Trunk Road fromx Gauhati to
Fakirganj ? :
(b) whether the portion of the Trunk Road is moterable throughout
the year?

2511 (¢) why Government did not take up the construction of the Dudnai
bridge this year ?

l'TéIE Hon’srLe Mavravr Samvip SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA.
rcplied : Y

24. (a)—No.
(6).—Does not arise.
.. 25. (a)—From Gauhati to Lakhipur good ; from Lakhipur to Fakirganj
only a fair weather track is maintainc}():i. i
(6)—From Gauhati to Lakhipur = -« Yes,
From Lakhipur to Fakirganj ik

e (c)—The Government of India did not allot funds for this work
from the Road Funds—$Reserve’” until the latter part of April 1937,
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‘MavrLavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: I find that some grant has

been given and what I want to know is if an estimate has been prepared.
T How’sLE Mauravi Saryio SR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
Everything is ready and work will be started during the cold weather.

Diversion of Kulsi River
‘Srgur GOPINATH BARDOLOTI asked :

26. Will Government be pleased to state whether they received a largely
signed petition on behalf of the people of Chaygaon and Borduar Mouzas,
dated 21st April 1937, regarding the course of the Kulsi River ?

27. If so, does Government propose to cause any enquiry to be made with
a view to satisfy itself that the suggestion made by the signatories of the
petition that a small channel cut at the source might divert the water to its
original bed, is a proper one ?

28. Will Government be pleased to state whether they propose to take
any action in the matter ?

29. If the answer is in the affirmative, what action do Government
propose to take ?

30. If the answer is in the negative, why, no action should be taken.

Tue Hon’sre Mauravi Sawip SiR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied : 3

26.—Qovernment have received a petition.

27.—Government have already made several enquiries and have been
advised against similar proposals by their experts.

28.—A further investigation will be made after September next.

 29.—This will depend on the result of the investigation, zide question
28 above. :

30.—Does not arise.”
System of ballot voting in the Local Board Election
Srjur JOGENDRA NARAYAN MANDAL asked :(—

31. Will Government be pleased to state :— :

{a) Whether they received resoluticns from different places in the
province asking the Government to adopt the system of ballot
voting instead of open voting in the next Local Board election ?

(b) If so, whether Government propose to adopt the system of ballot
voting according to the wishes of the pub.hc ?

Tue Hown’BrLe Rev. J.J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

31. (a)—Yes. ; - :

(b)—The matter is under consideration. Government will certainly
do their best to meet the wishes of the public.

Srjur JOGENDRA NARAYAN MANDAL: Can we accept the
‘Hon’ble Minister’s statement that “ Government will ccrtam!y do their best
to meet the wishes of the public ** in reply to (b) as amounting to  That
Government decides to introduce the system of ball_ot voting in the coming
local board elections to meet the wishes of the public” ?

Tue Hon’BLE REv. J. J. M. N[CHOLS_—ROY: Sir, I have already
replied that it is understood that if it is the wishes of the public and their
wish is made known by this House we shall surely do it.
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Srijur GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Has the Hon’ble Minister no say
of his own ?

Tue Hon'sie Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : The Government also
want to know the opinion of the House.

Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Is there any proposal on the
Government side in regard to this ?

Tue Hon’sLe REv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: The proposal is to
introduce the sccret ballot.

Srijur LAKHESVAR BOROOAH: Was opinion invited from the
public with regard to this matter ?

Tue Hon’sre Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Yes. s
Sryur LAKHESVAR BOROOAH: Was the volume of opinion in
favour of this system of voting ?

Tue Hon’sre REv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : The rules for elections
under the Act were published once. These rules are under consideration.
In these rules there is a proposal to have the ballot just as we have now
and there were many public bodies who objected and who wanted secret
ballot.

Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: When will the result be known to
the public ?

THE How’BLE REv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : When the question of
postponement of the local board elections has been decided by Govern-
ment, a Bill will have to be introduced in the next session of the Assembly
and in that Bill we shall make known the decision of Government.

Sryur MAHI CHANDRA BORA: Am I to understand that this will
not be before the next election ?

Tue Hox'sre Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: It will be decided
before the next election.

Srgur MAHI CHANDRA BORA: Do the Government want the
secret ballot by symbols ?

Tue Hon’sLE REv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: That is the idea.

Number of officers in Public Works Department office in Dhubri
Srijur JOGENDRA NARAYAN MANDAL asked :

32. Will Government be pleased to state :—

(a) The number of offi-ers under the Public Works Department in the
Executive Engineer’s and Subdivisional Officer’s offices at
Dhubri, stating their names, monthly pay and home districts ?

(&) The number of officers who are bona fidz inhabitants of the district
of Goalpara in the offices mentioned at (2) above ?

(c) Was there any vacancy of temporary cash clerk in the Executive
Engineer’s office at Dhubri ? If so, who was appointed to the

post 7 What is his name and home district ?

(d) How many candidates applied for the post ?

(e) Was there no I_ocal candidate having Public Works Department
office experience ? If so, why their cases were ignored ?
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Tur Hox'sie Mauvravi SAwvio S MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :
p32. (a)—A statement showing the number, names, monthly pay and
home districts of the ministerial officers (including the Drawing Branch
Establishment), serving in the office of the Executive Engineer, Dhubri, and
in the Public Works Department Subdivisional office, Dhubri, is given below.

Name ; Designation  Number MO“;;HY Home, district
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER’S OFFICE, DI{-IUBRI
s.

1. Babu Girindra Chandra Accountant 1~ 210 Sylhet.
Dhar.

2. ,, Kamakhya Nath Accounts 1 100 Sylhet,
Dhar. _ Clesk. )

3. SN Naggndra Nath Chat- Head Clerk 1 130 Nachya.
terjee. ol

2 Y Pl’D‘élOda Chandra Upper Divi- 1 104 Sylhet.
Biswas. sion clerk.

5. , Ramani Mohan Lower Divi- 1 T4 Sylhet.
Chaudhury. sion Clerk.

6. ,, Amar Chandra Ditto ... 1 56 Sylhet.
Biswas. .

7. Srijut Nalini Kanta Das ... ~ Ditto. ... } 32 g"‘“f’m'

8. Maulavi Mahiuddin  Ditto .- oalpara.
Ahmed. £gd

9. Babu Sanjib Chandra Roy Lower Divi- 1 90 Sylhet.

(op leave preparatory to] sion Clerk.
retirement). Babu Dhi- |

rendra Nath Deb (native

of Sylhet) offg. on Rs.55

per mensem.

10. Babu Jitendra Kumar Computor ... TSS90 Dacca.
Ghose
11. ,, Sisir Chandra Datta Draftsman .. 1 50 Sylhet.

SUBDIVISIONAL OFF ICE, DHUBRI

12. Babu Ganendra Chandra Head Clerk... 1 104 Pabna.
Sanyal,

13. Srijut Haresrzdra Narayan Clerk cos 1 42 Goalpara_
Barman

14. - ,, Utsahananda Das ... Ditto eyt 35 Goalpara.

15. Babu Kumudinj Kanta Tracer 1 68 Dacca.
Nath

(b)—Four.

(¢)—Yes. Babu Dhirendra Nath Deb, who was appointed to the
temporary post of cash clerk in the Executive Engineer’s office at Dhubri is
a native of Sylhet,

d)—Thirty-four.

((g%——The gppointment as made by the then Executive Engineer has

“not been accepted by the Chief Engineer, and the post is being re-advertised
as vacant. All local candidates of under-represented communities who are
qualified will be considered when the appointment is made.
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Sryur JOGENDRA NARAYAN MANDAL: Will the Government
account for the hasty action in the recent appointment of temporary cash
clerk in the Executive Engincer’s office at Dhubri and the cost of transfer
allowance of about Rs.250. incurred for the new recruit ?

Tue Hon'BLE Mauravi Sarvip Sl MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
As -the officer concerned has gone on leave preparatory to retirement, Gov-
ernment do not propose to realise the expenditure on travelling allowance of
the clerk in question. ‘

Sryur JOGENDRA NARAYAN MANDAL: May I know, Sir, from.
which place he was brought ? : {

Tae Hox'sLe Mauravi Sarvip St MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
From the Lushai Hills, Sir.

Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA: Will the Government be pleased
not to recruit any officer from other provinces in future ?

Tue Hon’BLE Mauravr Sarvip Sike MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Lushai Hills is within this province. 3

Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA : ButIfind in the list in reply
to 32(2) names of some officers recruited from Nadiya and Dacca. ’

Tue HonBLE Mavuravi Sarvip SiR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA ¢

That must have been long ago.
Newspaper article r¢ the Dergaon Dispensary
Srijur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA asked :

33, Has the attention of Government been drawn to the article publish-
ed in the Dainik Balori of 24th June 1937, regarding the deplorable condition
of the Dergaon Dispensary of Golaghat ? -

34. Is it a fact that the medicines supplied to the dispensary are not
sufficient to. meet the demands of the patients ?

Tue Hon’BLE REV. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

33.—Government have seen the article. :

34.—The dispensary, which is a Local Board Dispensary, was inspected
by the Hon’ble Minister in charge on the 25th of May last. A petition: was
also received by the Hon’ble Minister from the local public complaining
about the state of the building. Information has since been received that
the Chairman of the Golaghat Local Board has promised Rs.1,000- for the
reconstruction of the building. So far as Government lsaware the stock of
medicines (with the exception of quinine) is ample. The Hon’ble Minister
noted that the Director of Public Health could be asked by the local autho-
rities to supply the extra quinine required. d

KHAN BAHADUR Mavravi KERAMAT ALI: Did the Hon’ble Minis-
ter receive any report from the local officers to the effect that the stock of
medicines in the dispensary is ample ?

Tue Hon’sLE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: I myself inspected
this dispensary and I think I asked the Assistant Surgeon whether the stock
.of medicines was sufficient, and he said it was.

Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: Isthe dispensaryin need.of a stock
of quinine ? .

Tue Hon’sLe Rev, J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: I do not know the
reason, but I have asked the Assistant Surgeon to get it if he is in need.

Srijur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: Does the Government consider
that quinine is the most important medicine for villages ? Sl
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Tue Hon’ere Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Government do con-
sider that quinine is very necessary.

Mr., NABA KUMAR DUTTA: May I know who is responsible for
the supply of quinine ?

TueE Hox’Bre Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : I do not thirk that
the stock was so insufficient as to make it impossible for the Assistant Surgeon
to give quinine to the dispensaries who were running out of stock. And if
he wants more, he can get it.

Ghanashyam Road in Barpathar Mouza
Srijur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA asked :

35. (1) Isit a fact that there is a road called the Ghanashyam Barua
Road in the Barpathar Mauza ?

(2) If so, when was it first taken over by the Development Board
and have any repairs been done to it since then ?

36. Is it a fact that a contract was given to the proprietor, Rengma
Tea Estate for about Rs.2,000 for its up-keep by the Dévelopment Officer
on 31st March 1936 and subsequently cancelled by his letter, dated the 1st
June 1936 ? If so, do Government propose to take up the repairs of the
road immediately ?

Tre Hon'sie Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied =

35, (1)—VYes. .
(2)—The question of this road being taken over by the Development

Board was raised by the Commissioner in 1935_, but the estimate was consi-
dered to be too high. The estimate was revised and approved by Govern-
ment in 1936, but as there was no provision in the budget last year the work
could not be taken up. Funds have been provided in the current year’s
budget.

g36,—When administrative approval was givcn to the taking over of the
road the Development Officer got the work started and Rs.24 had actually
been spent on it when he received information that there was no provision in
the Government budget for 1936-37. The work was accordingly stopped.

As stated above, unds have been provxdqd this year, but as there is a lot
of earthworks to be done the actual repairs will probably not be taken up
until the cold weather.

Total Revenue of Assam
Srijur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA asked :

37. Will Governmen* be pleased to state the total reyv

enue f
sources, (¢) ot the Surma Valley, (&) of the Assam Valley, for the lasrl? ntlhrztlzlel.
years ?

38. Will Government be pleased to state the total ex endit £
Government (@) in the Surma Valley, (4) in the Assam Varﬁcy libl;rcd:l" ltjl;:
three years ? ;
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THE HoN’BLE Mauravr Sayin. Sike MUHAMMAD - SAADULLA
replied : :

37 and 38.—The hon. member is referred to the reply given to question
No.141 by Babu Gopendrolal Das Chaudhuri at the September session of the
old Council in 1935, in which the revenue and expenditure of the Sylhet
district alone was analysed for the years 1933-34 and 1934-35. It took nearly
four months to compile those figures and special staff had to be engaged.
Government therefore cannot contemplate undertaking the enormous
amount of work which would be necessary to extract figures for all the plains
districts of the Province as desired by the hon. member, and consider that
the results would be incommensurate with the labour and expense of their
extraction.

Srijur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: The answer to this question
gives information only as regards Sylhet. Does the Hon’ble Minister propose
to give a complete answer to the questions 37 and 38 ?

Tue Hon’BLE Mavuravi Sarvip SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
I can give the figures to the hon. memberin the next session. For Sylhet
alone it took a special officer 4 months to compile the figures. The figures
required will necessitate a larger staff and a longer time.

Srijur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA : May I know, Sir, when thenext
session comes ? -

Tue Hon’BLE MaAuravi Sarvip SiR MUHAMMAD - SAADULLA :
It may probably be in November.

+ Number of cases tried under the Assam Criminal Law Amendment
Act PTTIS

Srijur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA asked :

39. Will the Goverr.ment be pleased to state whether any case was tried
under the Assam Criminal Law Amendment Act since its inception and with
what results ? :

Tre Hown’sre Mauravi Sarvip SR MUHANMMAD SAADULLA
replied :
_ 39.—Since the inception of the Assam Criminal Law Amendment Act,
four cases, one of which was against an absconder in one of the other three
cases, were tried by Commissioners appointed under sections 3 and 4- of the
Assam Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1934. In the three main cases, all
the accused were convicted and sentenced to various terms of' imprisonment,
but in the fourth and subsidiary case, the absconder was acquitted. X8
Srijur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: Will Government be pleased
Lo state whether there is any prisoner in jail still now ? J
Tre Hon’sLe Mauravi Saryvip SIR  MUHAMMAD SAADULLA ;
' the question refers to Assam jails, no. ,
SrijuT RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: Any in ouiside jails ?
z THE HonBLE Mauravi Sarvip Sik MUHAMMAD "SAADULLA +
es. §
Srijur BELT RAM DAS: May I know the names ?
THE How’sLe Mauravi Sarvip Sik MUHAMMAD  SAADULLA
I replied in proper time in answer to anether question.
.SRI_]UT PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Were these two gentlémen
convicted of political offences ? '

2 Tue HowN’BLE Mavravi Sarvip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
es.
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Erosion of Dibrugarh Town by the Brahmaputra
Srijur RAJANI KANTA BOROOAH asked :

40. Will Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement of
expenditure incurred in connection with the report submitted by Mr. Curry,
Bengal Irrigation Chief Engineer, on the erosion of the Dibrugarh town by
the Brahmaputra ?

41. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) Whether the report was circulated for the information of the
general public ?

(b) Whether Government studied the report and propose to
adopt measures for the protection of the town according to
the recommendations contained in the report ?

(¢) If not, why not ?

Tae Hon’BLe Mauravi Saryip SR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :
40.—Rupees 2,136-4-0.
41.  (a)—Government cannot circulate reports to the general public.
Detailed abstracts of the report appeared in the local and Calcutta papers.
(b)—Yes. Government studied the report but do not propose
to adopt the measures suggested in it-
(¢)—Owing to the cost involved and due to Government policy

of not spending large sums of the tax payers money for the protection of -

private property.

Srijur SARVESWAR BARUA: Why does Government find it impos-
sible to circulate the report ? ;

THE HoN’BLE Mauvravi Saryip SirR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

Government does not lay on the table or circulate to the public the
reports of special officers. ; ;

Mr. NABA KUMAR DATTA: Was it published in the Assam
Gazelle ?

TrHE Hon’BLE Mauravi Saivip S;lR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -
No, Sir.

’ Sryur RAJANI KANTA BOROOAH : Will the Howble Minister
state whether there are municipal roads and lands that are being affected
by the erosion ?

Tre Honere Mauvravi Savip SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
There may be. I am not aware.

Sryur SARVESWAR BARUA: Why does Government say that it is
not the policy of Government to spend large sums of the tax-payers’ money
in protection of private property ? On what information is this statement
based, namely that only private property has been washed away ?

THE Hon’sLe Mauravi SAivib SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
So far as Government buildings are concerned, they have not been washed
away. I myself was there four or five year ago and I know that a portion
of private lands, named Jorhatia putty has been washed away.

Mr. NABA KUMAR DATTA: Do Government
that municipal lands are not Government property ?

Tre Hon’BLE Mauravi Saivip SiR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Unless any municipal property, by operation of law, vests in Government, no
municipal property belongs to Government,

mean to say

o
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Mr. NABA KUMAR DATTA: Is not Government bound to take
measures for the protection of the town ? The question was whether
Government is taking any action or not ?

Tue Hon’BLE MaurLavi Sarvio SiR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: 1
have said that Government could not take any action as I have already ex-
plained in answer to (¢).

Srijur RAJANI KANTA BOROOAH: Has Government got no
interest in the private property of individuals ?

Tur Hon'BLE MauLavi Sarvip S;ik MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :  No.

Srijur SARVESWAR BARUA: Has Government no interest even
when the property of many persons is concerned ?

THE Hon’sLE Mauravi Sarvip SR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: If
Government could protect the property by spending a reasonable sum
of money, then Government most probably would have come forward. But
when a huge sum is required, it is very very difficult to spend the general tax-
payers’ money of the province in order to protect the property of rate-payers
of Dibrugarh town.

Eradication of Water Hyacinth
Basu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI asked :

42, Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) What steps, if any, have Government taken to eradicate
the pest of water hyacinth in the province, subdivision by
subdivision ?

(b) Will Government enlighten the House as to the method
followed and result obtained ?

(¢) Do Government propose to make a more vigorous campaign
for the said purpose ?

THE Hon’sLE REv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

? 42. (a)—Under the Assam Water Hyacinth Act of 1926 the respon-
sibility of initiating measures rests with local bodies. : =
(6) and (c)—Though the responsibility for dealing with the Water
Hyacinth pest rests with local bodies Government have encouraged their
officers to interest themselves in the matter and, with the co-operation of the
public, a great deal was done last year in the Sylhet district particularly in
the Habiganj subdivision towards the eradication of the pests. As regards
the methods adopted an extract from the minutes of a conference held last
year by the Deputy Commissioner, Sylhet, to discuss ways and means for a
campaign to eradicate the pest is placed on the table. The results of the
campaign are not, however, very encouraging as it was found almost impos-
sible to make the bulk of the cultivators realize the benefit of the measures
taken to the extent of continuing their efforts when direct supervision was
withdrawn,
The question of amending the Act so as to give the initiative and
powers to the district authorities instead of to local bodies who have proved
entirely apathetic will be considered by Government,
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Extract from the Minules of a conference held on 15th February 1936 at ‘Maulvibazar

to discuss ways and means for a campaign 1o eradicate the water hyacinth evil
in the district of Sylhet

] 2 E * *

2. Mr. Khurshid first described what he had doze last year. By going
personally to Baniyachong and directing the Sarpanches to turn the people
out he had collected some hundreds of workers and with the - assistance of
Sub-Deputy Collectors, Police officers and any one who could be impressed
into service, he had gone into the water (in the month of July) and given
the lead in the collection of the weed. At that time of the year he found
the best method of dealing with it in the open was—in the absence of any
dry land on which to stack it—to collect it all into-small areas and pile it up
high, so that the bottom layers got no air and the top got no water and the
whole became a solid mass, which could either be fenced in roughly or more
simply stacked through into the earth below by split bamboos to prevent it
moving away. In about a week’s time the whole mass would rot a vay.
The process is the same if there is any dry land on which to build the stack.
In Khals and waterways which bring down the weed it was found best to
build a fence of bamboos with an opening for boats ; across the opening a
bamboo barrier which could hold up the water hyacinth but could be
crossed by boats was placed. The accumulaticns at the fence would be
periodically stacked. Along the bank of one stream near Baniyachang which
bordered the aman fields the villagers erected a bambeo fence of over three
miles long to keep the weed from encroaching on the paddy fields.

3. The above is illustrative not only of the methods adopted with
success, but also of what can be done by co-operation and keenness, for not
a penny was spent in these operations. It should be noted here that in some
places the water hyacinth is used for cattle fodder, as it has supplanted the
coarse grass that used to grow in the year before 1914 when the pest was
first found here. Mr. Khurshid dealt with this objection by making the
villagers fence off a small area into which they could cram as much water
hyacinth as they liked, for use as fodder, conditional on the remainder being
uprooted and completely cleared up at the end of the rains when natural
fodder was available again. It should not be at all impossible if we can

~ clear the district of water hyacinth, to encourage again the growth of coarse
grass for cattle fodder : that however, is a matter for consideration much
later. ‘Water hyacinth can also be used for manuring purposes after it has
rotted or been burnt: the Agricultural Department propose to carry out
propaganda to acquaint villagers with the uses to which it can be put in
this direction, but this will not affect the main campaign to collect and
destroy it.

4. There are two different times when an intensive campaign can be
undertaken ; the first is in the latter part of the cold weather (lor aman and
sail growing areas) when the crop has been reaped and threshed and -the
time has not yet come to begin ploughing again. At this time of the year
communication is easy for organizing a campaign, and cultivators have mot
much else to do. It is however, not so easy to collect the weed out of the
dried mud where it is lying ; without water it will not rot, and has to be
kept stacked for a few weeks to be dry enough to burn. The second is after
the first flood at the end of June or the beginning of July, before the plant
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reaches full development ; it is then easy to collect out of the standig water,
and can be more casily stacked for rotting : communications are not so good
then, and in some areas cultivators are still busy planting and transplanting.

* * * * *

A. G. PATTON,
Deputy Commissioner, Sylhet.

Basu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURY : It has been stated
in the reply that “the question of amending the Act so as to give the initiative
and powers to the district authorities instead of to local bodies who have
proved entirely apathetic will be considered by Government.” May we know
the data from which Government came to this conclusion ?

Tue Hon’sLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Because the local
bodies are not taking the necessary interest.

Basu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURY: May we
know the approximate date when Government will take up legislation ?

Tae Hon’sLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: We will do it as
early as possible.

Mavravi GYASUDDIN AHMED: Are Government aware  that
the Dhubri dispensary authorities have allowed water hyacinth to grow ?

Tue Hon’BrLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : No, Sir.

Mauravi GYASUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’bie Minister make
an inquiry into the matter ?

Tue Hon’sBrLE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Yes, I can make an
enquiry. :

Basu HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: May I know
whether local bodies can compel any person to remove the pest more than
the mere issue of a request ?

TuE Hon’BLE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY :  According to the Act
the local bodies have to take the initiative and there is some kind of compul-
sion that will have to be done under the Act.

Mauravi ABDUR RAHMAN: Do Government admit that with-
out any strict legislation the eradication of the water hyacinth from the
country is possible ?

THE HoN’BLE REV. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : It is a well known fact
thatitis very difficult to eradicate water hyacinth even by legislation. -
However, steps have been taken by Government officials to eradicate it from
some parts of the province,

Srgur KRISHNA NATH SARMA: Has Government allotted any
money for this purpose ?
3 THE ?ION’IfLE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: No money has been
se a;{/z{irt or this, because the initiative has to be taken by the local bodies.
MAULAVI ABDUR RAHMAN : Is there any instruction by Govern-
men}r to the lc:cal bodies for this purpose ? ¥
: gEdHON BLE Rev, J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : No further instruction
18 needed.  According to the Act it is their duty to look after that work.

MaurLavi ABDUR R . v one
to the local bodies for thi?gf}:f)ﬁg? D m‘ ;

Tue Hov'sre Rev. J. J. M. NIGHOLS-ROY : No,
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Mauvravi ABDUR RAHMAN: Has any provision of grants for this
purpose been made in the budget ?

THE HoN’BLE REV. J.J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: No.

MavrLavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Do Government admit that local
boards are sleeping over this matter for want of funds ? =l

THE Hon’BLE REVv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : If they are sleeping it
is for the rate payers to throw them out.

Mauravi ABDUR RAHMAN :  Will Government provide more money
for the purpose to the local bodies ?

TaE Hon’eLE REV. J.J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: No.

BaBu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Is Government prepared to grant
any money to any local body on its mere asking for it ?

TeE HoN’sre Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: If any local body
comes up for help from Government, Government will consider the case.

Affairs of the Sylhet Municipality

Basu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked :

Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Local Self-Government please
state—

43. If the Deputy Commissioner of Sylhet or the Gommissioner,_Surma
Valley and Hill Division, has reported the following facts regarding the
affairs of the Sylhet Municipality— g e

In the general election now pending a large number of objections
amounting to over three hundred, for inclusgon of names in tl_le preliminary
rolls on the ground that the persons described could not either be traced
or that the persons named had no connection with the holdm_g which .would
legally entitle them to be so included, were made. The election Magistrate
refused to entertain these objections on the ground that these names ap-
peared in the Demand Register, although it was pointed out to him that
they are not in the Assessment Register and that the interpolations in the
Demand Register showed evidence of fraudulent interpolations. A petition
to the same effect was presented to the Deputy Commissioner for enquiry on
1l4th May 1937. A subsequent petition was presented to - the Deputy
Commissioner on 12th June 1937. The Deputy Commissioner examined his
own clerk Mr. Rob against whose holding No.379, Ward II, 4 names were
inserted in the Demand Register. Mr. Rob denied all acquaintances with
these persons. The Deputy Commissioner himself made several other
enquiries which prove that many names on the Rolls on the strength of their
appearance in Demand Register, inspite of the absence in Assessment
Register, were fraudulent.

44. Has the Deputy Commissioner or the Commissioner reported to
Government that the Rolls be declared invalid and that the election has
failed from the stage of publication of the preliminary Rolls and be again
taken up from that point ?

45. Has the Deputy Commissioner or the Commissioner been able to
fix the responsibility for the insertions of these names in the Demand
Register ? e

46. Has the Deputy Commissioner or the Commission
legal proceedings to bring the offenders to justice ?

47. If not, do Government propose to call for reports and records
order a thorough enquiry and bring the offenders to Jjustice ?

er taken any

and
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Tue Hon'sLe REV. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :
43.—The Deputy Commissioner submitted a report to Government on
the whole question of the alleged wrongful insertion of certain names in
the Demand Register. This report was a confidential report and Government
are not prepared to disclose its contents.
~ Bau KARUNA SINDHU ROY : Why did not Government call
for a report from the Deputy Commissioner on this maiter ?
Tue Hon’BLE REv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Government called for
a report and even asked the Deputy Commissioner to come up to Shillong
with papers.
Basu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Why is the report treated as
confidential ?
Tue Hon'sLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Because the Deputy
Commissioner’s report is confidential.
Basu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Are we not entitled to ask
Government to supply us an official report ?
Tue Hon’BLE REV. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : There is no necessity
for that. v 7
~ MRr. BAIDYANATH MUKHAR]JI: May I know whether the alle-
gation made by the Pepplc in their representation tallies with the report of]
the Deputy Commissioner ? 2
Tue Hon’BLE REV. J. J. M. NIUHOLS-ROY : Not in all respects.
MAULAVI ASHRAI* UDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY : Isit a fact that
the representation was to the effect that the report of the Deputy Commis-
sioner was not correct ?
Tue HON’BLE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: We have not heard of
any such thmgASHRAl e
MAULAVI AS * UDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY : Will the 2
Minister refresh his memory from record ? Vill the Hon’ble
Tue Hon’BLE REV. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : 'There is : .
the record to that effect. here 15 nothing in
44.—See reply to question 43.
45.—Certain names were included in the Demand Register b der
the Vice-Chairman as the result of a report by the Tax Sirg(:;r_L YorT
46.—No legal proceedings have been instituted.
Basu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: Why no legal proceedings have
been instituted ? =
Tue Hon’BrE REV. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Because nobody knows
who are the offenders.
Mauravi ASHRAF UDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY : Why an attempt
was not made to ﬁn& out the culprits ?
Tue Hon’sie Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: This i
. o e " by G quesuon was
:’%{':;gcg-st-o the Deputy Commissioner but it was possible to find out the
ment’l‘makﬁlow’:l : 18Rmattcr to the police to find out the offenders ?
Goverr?rien?.N BEE i ?:r Jj 't‘l{;a I\géf IISHIOLS-ROY : That 1:s not the duty of
to bring an election petition if thcrgi who are connected with the election
Basu RABINDRA NATH ADI’% any complaint.
have no duty in the matter ? YA: Is it a fact that Government
1 Lo ,HON ?LE REV J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Government’s duty
is to see that the criminals are punished A : D :
cult to flnd out the offenders, ished, but in this case it is very diffi-
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Basu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Is it not a discredit on the part
of Government that they were not able to find out the culprits ?

Tue Hon’sLe Mauravi Sarvip Stk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I
would reply on behalf of Government. The matter has been thoroughly
gone into by the Deputy Commissioner but he could not fix the guilt on any
body and therefore Government thought it unnecessary to institute any
further enquiry.

Basu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : Was the matter referred to the
police ?

Tue Hon’BLE Mavuravi Sarvip Stk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Government did not think it necessary to send it to the police because the
matter was thoroughly investigated by the District Officer.

Tue How’Bre Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

47.—Government have gone into the whole maiter at great length and
do not consider that any useful purpose would be served by a further
enquiry.

Basu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Does not Government consider
it a useful purpose to prevent any abuse ?

TaE Hon’BLE REv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Government considers
that it will be useful to prevent any abuse.

Basu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: If it iss an abuse does not
Government think it necessary to take steps in the matter.

TrE Hon’BLE REV. J. J. M. NICHOL$-ROY; Will the hon. member
state what he means by abuse ? Abuse of what ?

Bapu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: It is in the answer that
Government do not consider that any useful purpose would be served by a

further enquiry. If there has been any abuse, does not Government think .

that prevention of such abuse is a useful purpose ‘? >

THE HowsrLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Government has
considered the whole question and finds that it is no use making any
enquiry now ?

RESOLUTIONS
RESOLUTION REGARDING THE ABOLITION OF LINE SYSTEM

Tue Hox'sre Tae SPEAKER :  The first resolution stands in the name
of Maulavi Munawwarali ; but he has authorised Maulavi Abdul Matin
Chaudhuri to move the resolution.

Tue Hon'sre Srijur ROHINT KUMAR GHAUDHURI: On a point
of order, Sir ; I think such authority can be made only in case when the
member is absent from the House.

Mgr. BAIDYANATH MUKHARJI : If he is unfit, Sir ?

TaE Hon'BLE THE SPEAKER : The ruleis : “if the member when
called on is absent, the resolution standing in his name shall be considered
to have been withdrawn ; provided that with the consent of such absent
member and with the permission of the Speaker any other member may
move the resolution I think he should move it?’,

Mr. BAIDYANATH MUKHARJI: On a point of information
Sir, if the hon. member is unfit to speak, Sir. ;

Tue HonN’BLE tHE SPEAKER : I did not notice that the Hon’ble
Maulavi Munawwar Ali is present in the House. As the rule stands. he
should move the resolution by a short speech, if he is really unwell, ;

MauvrLavi MUNAWWARALIL: I shall absent myself now,

(The hon. member withdrew {rom the House then)

=
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A Voice—Can he leave the House without your permission, Sir ?

THE Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : It has not been proper for the hon.
member to leave the House when he was called upon to move. And he
has not done it with decorum. When he sent a letter of authority, it
was understood that he would be absent. And I thought he was absent.
But when he was present I think it was not proper on his part to leave the
House in this way.

Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA: Will you consider the resolution
withdrawn, Sir ? X

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : On a point of order, Sir.
May I say something, Sir ?

HE Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : Yes.

Mgr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: The hon. member left the
House under a misapprehension. When he was called upon by you to
move the resolution, I think it will be fair if it is communicated to him
that he was called upon to move the resolution and he may come in.

Tue Hon’sie THE SPEAKER: If he left without meaning any
disrespect to the chair and under a misapprehension, he may be communi-
cated so that he may come to take his seat and move the resolution.

(At this stage Maulavi Munawwar Ali was called in.)

Tue How'sre THE SPEAKER : Tt was open to me to give the decision
that the resolution lapsed ; but having regard to the importance of the
resolution, I have taken this procedure and have asked the hon. member to
come and move the resolution. Therefore I call upon Maulavi Munawwar
Ali to move the resolution.

MavLavi MUNAWWAR ALI:  Sir, T was not aware that I was
called upon to move this resolution. I was under the impression that the
Secretary was pointing out the pages of the Rules and that the matter was
being considered by you. But I must confess, I have been taken by
surprise, but nevertheless, I will move the resolution standing in my name
which is this— .

“This Assembly recommends to the Government of Assam that the
‘Line System’, which is being maintained in some districts of the
Assam Valley in order to confine settlement of lands to
immigrants in certain areas, be forthwith abolished®.

It must be admitted by all sections of the community all over India
!;hat we are on the threshhold of an era of an all-India nationalism ; India
1s also crying for independence. But, what is this line system ? Ts this line
system in vogue in the province in order to exclude areas from foreigners ?
‘This system is a line arbitrarily drawn in the Brahmaputra Valley in order
to prevent Indians from crossing this line—Indians of the neighbouring
province, particularly of the province of Bengal. If my information is
correct, even a Sylheti is not permitted to go beyond the line, Once I
'li"elfglll-gicst{’b?& ;}éei ﬂ?lortof tShilshI-{_m_Jsi I rc(tl'erred fto the misfortune of Sy‘lhetis;

§ that a oylheti 1s treated as a foreigner in his own province !
Is tl Dﬁ' MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA : On a point of inform}l)tion, Sir.
3 the hon. merqb_er aware that a deputation arrived here from Nowgong
agillmst the abolition of line system. The deputation consisted of Sylheti
settleps.

Mauravi MUNAW"VAR ALIL: Sil‘, I am aware of that. Some
members of the deputation came to me. 1 fixed a time to meet them, but
they did not turn up. T was told that _the deputation was of some Syl heti
people. But I do not know the genesis of that deputation, although Iam
anxious to know its pros and cons. &
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Sir, this line is invidious. It is against all principles of nation-making.
You are aware, how the Indians are fighting tooth and nail for equal rights
and privileges in a South African colony where the British Government has
some connection merely as the sovereign power. Sir, even the foreigners—
Indian who are looked upon as forcigners there—are trying to have

a footing of equal status in the South African colony, and on what plea ?
The British nation is

the sovereign power over both. The Indians
are under the same Government.

We are the kiths and kins of the same
people. In order to build up a Indian nationhood itis not proper on

the part of the Assamese people to prevent the immigrants from coming
into Assam and settling there. Now I will tell the hon. members of this
House through you, Sir, what the immigrants have done after their coming
into Assam. They have killed tigers, the have killed rhinoceros, they have
killed wild elephants and wild buffaloes. They turned the thickest
forests into smiling paddy lands yielding all kinds of crops, bringing in
prosperity, health and wealth into the province of Assam. I should remind
you, Sir, of the great pest—Kala-azar which was depopulating the province
and sweeping away thousands of the people. Now, this isa thing of
the past. The immigrants by their arduous labour and strenuous fight

against the jarring elements of nature have cleared the jungles and turned
them into smiling paddy fields.

e Now does this province economically
stand to lose or to gain ?

If the line system is not abolished economic
loss to the indigenous population will be very great. Those who are called

indigenous population are not so keen for lands and business. Now if a
bigha of land is sold for Rs.10, in the non-immigrant area, it sells for Rs.80,
in the immigrant area. Because competition in one area is practically nil,
while in the other it is acute. Therefore, Sir, economic loss to the
indigenous population is immense. They do not get the benefit of superior
method of cultivation and active habits of the immigrants, who are of the
same blood, and of the same traditions and who are so very hardy. This
isolation has left the indigenous population where they were. They are
said to be in need of protection. Why ? Because they do not get the
amenities which will lift them up. They cannot imbibe the sturdy naturc
because they shut themselves up from those who could make them better,
I hope my hon. friend Maulavi Abdul Matin Chaudhury, in supporting
me, will deal with the subject fully in other aspects of the question. I under-
stand, he has studied the subject and will not be taken by surprise as I
have been (laughter). If anything crops up during the discussion, I shall
try to reply. Now I hope the Hon’ble Speaker will permit my hon,

friend Maulavi Abdul Matin Chaudhury to speak on the subject, before
he Hon’ble Minister speaks.

Tae HonN’sLe TtHE SPEAKER: The resolution moved is that this
Assembly recommends to the Government of Assam that the
which is being maintained in some districts of the Assam

‘Line System’,
to confine settlement of lands to the immigrants in certain

Valley in order

: areas, be forth-
with abolished.

MauLAvI-ABDUE-MATIN CHAUDHURY: Does the Hon’ble
Minister want to speak ? e

Tue Hon’Bie Sriyjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: The
previous convention of the House was that immediately after the speech of
the Mover of the resolution, Government Member would speak.

Tue Honsre THE SPEAKER: It is not always necessary. The
Hon’ble Minister may select his own time, but after the facts and figures

e DR T R e e .
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are placed before the House, I think, it will be proper for.' _thc Hon:blc
Minister in charge to reply. He will get 30 minutes for giving reply just
as the mover of the resolution gets.

MaurLavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY: I think, Sir, many
members of this House are not aware what line system actually
: I can confess, Sir, until recently I myself was unawarc ofits
cxistence. To my great surprise and amazement, I found that there exists
in this province a system of land settlement, according to which, people are
seggregated in well-defined areas, by reason of the race to which tf_!ey
belong, and they are not allowed to acquire land beyond the area to which
the are confined. Sir, an unjust and arbitrary distinction is made between
what is called the ¢ indigenous Assamese >’ and the “immigrant Bengal_l”
on the basis whether their ancestors came to this province a few centuries
ago or during the course of the last 50 or 60 years. If, Sir, your ancestors
came to Assam either with Mirzumla or Ahom king, if you came as invaders,
despoiled the population, usurped, the land, and ‘settled here you will
be called an “indigenous Assamese”, you will be treated as the pet child, you
will be shown all the favour that benign Government can bestow. But, Sir,
if your ancestors came as pioneers, if they developed the country, if thcy
cleared the jungle and made prosperous villages and hab_ltablc tracts, if
‘t‘]}CY contributed to the development of the Province, you will be called an
immigrant”; you will be treated as a Pariah in your land and you will
be saddled _with all the difficulties and all the disadvantages that human
ingenuity can invent. Sir, a more unjust, a more illogical aqd a more absurd
system it is difficult to conceive. It makes no difference, Sir, that you both
are born and brought up as children of the samesoil, that you pay the
same tax—in fact you pay higher one including premium—that you owe
common allegiance to His Majesty the King, and that you are the children
of common motherland of India ; that makes no difference. Asort of
vested interest is created in favour of so-called indigenous population to
tl}c detriment of the interest of so-called immigrants. Thisis a system,
Sir, according to which the ‘“Haves’ retain the right to possess all the land
they do not need, and the  Have-nots? are compelled to pass a very
miserable existence within their narrow boundary line. Sir, this is a
system of racial prerogative, a system of economic exploitation for which
you won’t find a parallel anywhere in India. For nearest approach you
will have to go to Kenya, where the Indians who had developed the
country are treated as outsiders, are treated as mere interlopers.

. Now, Sir, as I said before, the line system is the method according :co
Wh!Ch the Bengalees are precluded from acquiring land beyond _the llnc', to
which they are confined. Hon. members must not run away with the idea
t.ha.!; it is only the Bengalees from outside the Province that _suﬂ'er this humi-
Liation. Bengalees from within the province—from the districts of Sylhet and
Cac}_lar—also share the same fate, when they come over to the Assam Yallcy
as immigrants from Bengal. There are, Sir, thousands of immigrants
from Sylhet and Cachar who have gone down to settle in Nowgong,
Jamunamukh and other areas. They have left Sylhet district for good,
they have settled down there as permanent residents of t.hc
Assam Valley, Yet, Sir, they and their children are not allqwcd to acquire
any land beyond the line where they are confined. Let me give an example,
Sir. Suppose, Sir, you the Speaker of this House, want to leave the Sylhet
district and want to  settle down in Nowgong among some of your
Congress comrades, 52y, my friend Srijut Haladhar Bhuyan, Government will

hon!
means,
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not allow you to do that, you will not be allowed to have a house within
Assamese line. If, Sir, through ignorance or temerity, you build a house
within Assamese line, your house will be burnt down, under a perfectly legal
procedure and your Congress comrades will acquiesce in in that atrocity and
think that you, as an intruder, have been rightly served. No voice of pro-
test will be raised, as if nothing abnormal has happened.

Sryur LAKHESWAR BOROOAH : I challenge that statement, Sir.

MAULA\:I__Q‘]}_QU?I:,_ MATIN CHAUDHURY: You will get cnough
opportunity to challenge, when you rise to speak. I am speaking of Clongress
men. The Congress men in Assam must be aware that every year hundreds
of the houses of poor landless immigrants are burnt down because they
trespassed beyond the immigrant line and built houses as an alternative to
taking shelter under trees. Has any Congressman ever raised a voice of
protest against this barbarous method. I refer to Congressmen particularly
because the Congress undoubtedly has a record of service to the destitute
and distressed.

Mauvrav MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: On a point of
information, Sir, We have heard houses are burnt—burnt by whom ?

Mauravi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY: Burnt by Government
officers, Now, Sir, we have waited in vain for any sign of congress sym-
pathy for these helpless people. Now, Sir, what is the effect of this policy of
seggregation ? The inevitable effect is that it creates a gulf between the
people living within the same Province. It prevents, Sir, natural intercourse
between the people and it fosters a spirit of racial antipathy, It closes all
avenue of approach and reconciliation between two major races inhabiting
the Province. The political effect of this policy is disastrous.

If the political effect is bad the economic effect is equally baneful, As
an immigrant living inside the immigration line cannot acquire property
beyond that line, when he sells his land he does not get its full economic
value. Then Sir, it;is not middlemen, not the tillers ‘of the soil, who makes
profit out of the system. Out of the abundance of land inside the
Assamese line the middlemem takes settlement of a large tract, more than
what he himself cultivates or gets cultivated by people within his line.
He hires immigrant labour. That poor man works all day long, in another
man’s land, because the benign Government deny him the right to own any.
He gets starvation wages, while the middleman makes the profit. The
middleman makes the profit, because he belongs to that privileged
community, the indigenous Assamese, and the poor man is deprived of the
fruits of his labour, because he belongs to that neglected community—the
immigrant. He is the victim of the absurd system of land settlement,
that the Government of our beinighted province has involved.

Now, Sir, it leads to a very peculiar situation. Suppose a Bengali
Muslim living within the immigrant line marries an Assamese ygirl,
living in the Assamese line, the children of that Bengali Muhammadan by
his Assamese wife cannot inherit the property of the mother, because the
property lies in the Assamese line.

There is another aspect. The population in our province is vary un-
evenly distributed. Now I shall take the density of population ; while in
the district of Sylhet you have got a density of population of 438 per
square mile, the density of population in the Assam Valley is 171. Even in
the Assam Valley, in the immigrant area there are more population than the
land can bear, while in the Assamese portion, there is more land than the
people are able to cultivate. In Nowgong district the density of popula-

tion is 144, while the density of population in some of the immigrant villages
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is over six hundred. So in the interest of the economic development, it is
essential that the population should be more evenly distributed, and that is
one of the reasons that the line system must go.

I have said that'it is objectionable on political grounds, and I have said
that it is objectionable on economic grounds, and now I say "that it is also
objectionable on legal grounds. This system goes directly against Section
298 of the Government of India Act. I shall read the section “No subject
of His Majesty domiciled in India shall on grounds only of religion, place
of birth, descent, colour or any of them be ineligible for office under
the Crown in India, or be prohibited on any such grouunds from acquiring,
holding or disposing of property or carrying on any occupation, trade busi-
ness or profession in British India.”” According to this section no subject
of His Majesty is ineligible for acquiring, holding or disposing of property in
India either on grounds of religion, place of birth, decent or colour......

Rar Bamapur PROMODE CHANDRA DUTT: “On grounds only
of religion, place of birth, descent, colour”, there are other grounds also.

Mavuravi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY : The Bengalis by reason
of their descent are precluded from acquiring land inside the Assamese line.
This system going directly against the Parliamentary statute, has no legal
validity.

It has bearing to the immigration policy of the Government. It is
quite evident that we cannot stop immigration. Immigration is a central
subject, dealing with inter-provincial matters. There is danger of Bengal
retaliating, if a ban is imposed on immigrants from that province. Then there
is another reason. The Tea Industry is dependent on immigrant labour. I
do not want to raise communal or racial questions, but I cannot help
thinking that the objection to this system is not based on cconomic grounds
but on racial and communal prejudices. I will tell you, why. lmmigration
of tea garden coolies, and their settlement on land is not objected to, but
objection is raised only to Bengali settlers, p%ticularly these from Mymen-
singh, Pabna, Rangpur, Sylhet and Cachar. ¥ People from Madras, Central
Provinces, Chota Nagpur, Ranchi and Ganjam are quite welcome to come
and settle down here ; but objection is raised to settlers from Bengal who
are predominantly Mussalmans. Common sense demands that for
development of the province, settlement of land ought to be facilitated
and unrestricted immigration encouraged as a deliberate and definite
policy. But the policy of Government scemsto be to kill the goose
that lays the golden eggs.

One word more, Sir, and I have finished. I will place before the
House the real issue. The real issue is whether artificially created vested
interests should survive or whether the fundamental rights of citizenship

should prevail ; the issue is whether racial discrimination and racial pre-
rogative should be tolerated and encouraged or whether the immigrants
should be given the right to live and expand ; and the issue finally is whe-
ther the vast tracts of land in the Assam Valley should be given to human
beings to earn their livelihood or whether they should be left for wild
beasts to roam upon ; and I leave it to the sense of the House to decide.

MaurLavi DEWAN MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURI BIDYA
VINODE:  Sir, much has been said for and against the line-system,
I do not like to enter into details regarding the question of this system.
I look upon the problem from a different angle of vision. Itis not a pro-
blem of Sylhet, Mymensingh and Nowgong alone, it is an All-India, nay =
world problem. To meitis a question of principle. It is based on a wrong
foundation of provincial patriotism which is a curse and bar to the grewth



238

of the United Indian Nation. Before the introduction of the English educa-
tion in India we did not know what geographical nationalism was, but
with the advent of European civilisation in India a section of our people
has imbibed from their guru a wrong idea of false geographical nationalism.
This nationalism has again been divided and sub-divided into many parts
such as Indian nationalism, provincial nationalism, valley nationalism and
district nationalism and so forth. Mrs. Sarojini Naidu, the ex-President ?,f
the Congress, called this geographical nationalism “crime of all crimes”.
Dr. Rabindra Nath Tagore described it as (stsf#« m#azras]. In the words
of the “Star of Allahabad” itis a geographical idolatry. We are all
““Adam Bani”, i, sons of the same father, but this geographical
patriotism has separated one brother from another. It is the castc system
of our Indian politics. We again now hear a new sort of provincialism—
Punjab for the Punjabis, Bengal for Bengalis, Assam for Assamese. Thus

we have now become a foreigner in our own land. This idea of false patrio=
tism has set up one province against the other.

After the Great War in 1914 Europe has realised the destructive cha-
racter of this geographical

nationalism. They are now trying to unite the
whole human race under the banner of humanity and have established the
League of Nations and other world organizations. They have done away
with the old idea and are now thinking in terms of humanity and world
problem. We, Sir, as Musalmans, cannot support this principle of geogra-
phical nationalism. We follow the principle which is founded on the basis
% universal cquality and fraternity. In ths words of Dr. Md. Igbal,

hina and Arabia are ours, Indiais ours, we are Muslims, and the whole
world is our motherland.

Now, Sir, we come to the question of line system in Assam. It is
against the principle of humanity. We know the people of Sylhet .and
Mymensingh are known as immigrants in the other side of our province.
The resolution regarding the abolition of the line system will be an acid
test for those who claim to have a monopoly of Indian Nationalism
and will serve as an eye-opener to all. It is an uncharitable expression
which cannot be applicable to them. We are ruled by the same
Government, live in the same country and I do not know how they
may be called as immigrants. The term is an insult to us. This
line system has thrown a challenge to the whole of India and has
waged a war against our neighbour, the people of Bengal.

Our brothers of the advanced school of thought accuse us of communa-
lism, call us the enemies of Indian freedom and nationalism. But this
valley patriotism is worse than the communalism. Now the time has come
when the whole world will test their sincerity of purpose and consistency of
their words. If they are sincere in their hearts and true to their ideal, I
appeal to them that they should lend their unanimous support to the aboli-
tion of this inhuman system. They cannot breathe hot and cold at the
same time. This whole world has become too narrow for us. America,
Canada, Australia, South Africa, have shut their doors against us. Even
living in the same political boundaries of this very province, we do not find
a place ot shelter. We do not know where we shall go. If the anti-Asiatic
laws of America is a crime, to me this inhuman and uneconomic line system
is more than a crime. There must be a consistency in o

ur principles and,
the same principles must be applied in every part of the world. Therefore
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Sir, I appeal to you in the name of humanity to abolish this line system
at once and support the resolution moved by my hon. friend Maulavi
Munawwarali.

Tue Hon’Bre Sriyjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Sir, I
think I had better begin my speech by giving a short history of the circum-
stances which led to the adoption of the system which is known as the line
system.

When the Mymensingh immigrants came to Assam in large numbers
they did so because they had not sufficient area of land for cultivation in
their own homes. People began to deceive them in various ways. The jung-
ly land which was sometimes cultivated by the local indigenous people for
“palm” cultivation were shown to these Mymensighias as fit for magnificent
rice cultivation. They were in great need of land. They heard that land
was available for purchase in some districts of Assam and they came with
money and when they found they could purchase them for much less than
what they had to pay for in Bengal, they paid for it and thought that they
got it. They were mostly ignorant people and they did not even know that
they had got no title over the land. It must be admitted that many
speculators including even the officers of the Land Record staff participated
in that sort of illicit bargain. Ther gradually it was found that as soon as
the Mymensingh immigrants approached a certain plot, the owners of the
plots in the neighbourhood became apprehensive and on that account party
feuds in the villages grew up. Some Assamese, N order to feed fat
their grudge against certain villagers, would sell the land to the Mymensingh
immigrants and themsclves lived elsewhere. It was for these reasons, and
chiefly in order to protect both the immigrants as well as the local indigenoys
people, that this line system was introduced. The line system does not at all
mean prohibition of settlement to the Mymensingh immigrants (hear, hear)
It only brings about an arrangement, convenient to both parties. ~ Since
1930, this system has been adopted by Government and as a result of this
scheme whenever a large number of immigrants want land for
occupation, and land for occupation is found, the Colonisation
Officer recommends a certain area of land to be thrown out for settle-
ment and when that recommendation is accepted the Colonisation Officer is
asked to induce these immigrants to settle in that particular locality so that
there may be no reason lor friction between the immigrants and the indi-
genous people. The intention is also to see that some third designing parties
cannot cheat these people and take money out of them.

So, Sir, I submit for the consideration of the House that this_ line system
is really not a prohibition for settlement against the Mymensingh immi.
grants but is a measure which the Government of the time thought it pru-
dent to adopt in order to prevent unnecessary unpleasantness and gquarrel
between the two different sections of the people.

Sir, as regards the immigrants from the Surma Valley, I can inform the
House that there is no such restriction except that some attempts are also
made to find lands for the Sylhet immigrants. As a matter of fact, blocks
have been created in the district of Nowgong so as to permit them to have
lands for their own cultivation and settlement.

Mg, ABDUL MATIN CHAUD IURY: On the question of the
Sylhet immigrants, did I understand the Hon’ble’Minister to say in reply to
my question yesterday that the Sylhettis would be confined within the

Sylhet block and they will not be given lands outside that ?




240

Tae Hon'BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURT .
So far as settlement with Sylhettis  is concerned the Government policy
is not to throw open another reserve until a particular reserve is fully
occupied by the immigrants, That is the policy which is being now
followed. There is no other restriction.

Now, Sir, there are two questions to be considereq in this
connection. We have already got a large number of Mymcnsingh im-
migrants whe have settled here for years and their Population ig multiplying,
on the othey hand we havea demand in this House in the shape of a
resolution from one of the hon. members that some land ought to be
reserved for expansion of the indigenous people.

Then thirdly, Sir, I received a small deputation the other day from
Sylhet who complained that, if the Line System was altogether abolished,
their position in Nowgong district might be made very difficult. They are
from Sylhet and they have settled in N owgong. When a resolution like this
was moved in the old Council by Khan Bahadur Maulavi Nuruddin Ahmed,
he said plainly that, although he wanted the abolition of the system, known
as the Line System, some control of settlement should be exercised by Govern-
ment and that provision should be made for expansion of the indigenous
people. Sir, I do not wish to further dilate on this point, because I find from
my experience that in the last debate this question was practically voted on
communal lines, And to-day I have heard that this Line System~ is being
complained against on the ground that Government is trying to foster racial
Iscrimination.  Government has considered the whole question carefully.
€y are also reminded of the effect of the provision of section 298K of the
overnment of India Act. There is : seral feeling that this Act  does not
80 counter to the policy adopted by t » Government hitherto. But this
question is very difficult to decide, It ail depends on what interpretation is
to be put on this section by the Courts which will administer the cases under

it. Therefore, Sir, in order

Yes, Sir.

€ permanent gettlers who are known as the Mymensingh

i iind out the exact legal position on this question,
the Government has decided that, if this resolution is withdrawn by the
hon. mover, they will appoint a small representative écmmittee in order to
g0 1nto the whole question, This committee will move from district to
district or at leagt visit the districts of Kamrup, Nowgong, Lakhijmpur and
Dfu‘rang, and they will call for all necessary papers and documents which
will be placed bc[bl"e' them!. by Govr nment. They will also examine
witnesses in the localities concerned. We shall ask that committee also to
bear in mind the case put forward by the Mymensingh immigrants as well
as by the indigenous people and particularly to remember the position of
the tribal people who are generally very shy of the Mymensingh immigrants.
Sir, after this committee has finished its deliberations and submitted their
rccorpmeng]atmns, we shall place those recommendations before this House
for 'dlscussron aqd Government will act according to the opinion which is
arrived at by this House, On this assurance I would ask the hon. mover to
withdraw his resolution,
I\TAU%}{LABMMN CHAUDHURY : On a point of informa-
tion, Sir. The Hon’ble Minister has said, if the Tésolution is withdrawn, a
committee will be appointed. If the resolution is not withdrawn, will the
Government sit tight and do nothing in the matter ?
THE HoN’BLE Srjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: If this
resolution is not withdrawn and if Government is not given an opportunity
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of examining the question in all its bearings, Government will have no
option but to oppose this resolution and maintain the status quo.

Kuan Saas Mavravi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI : There
was a distinct allegation against Government of burning down the houses of
so many immigrants. May we have a reply from the Hon’ble Minister in
regard to that ?

Tae Hon’BLE SrijuTr ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: The law
under the Assam Land and Revenue Regulation authorises the Deputy Com-
missioner and the Subdivisional Officer to evict persons who are in unautho-
rised occupation of land. If any person trespasses into the reserve or into any
area which is not settled with him, the District Officers have a right to evict
him by any means which they can adopt. But I should inform the House
that a good deal of time lapses between the actual passing of the order and
the actual carrying out of the eviction and full opportunity is given to permit
of a peaceful evacuation. Cases of actual burning of houses are however
rarc.

Mavravi ABDUL MATIN.CHAUDHURY : Does the word eviction
mean burning the houses also ?

At this stage the House was adjourned for lunch.

( After lunch)

HUNGER STRIKE RESORTED TO BY BABU BEPIN CHANDRA
CHAKRAVARTY RE THE LOCK OUT IN THE DHUBRI
MATCH FACTORY

g ot

MaurLavi JAHANUDDIN AHMD: On a point of order, Sir. I
wish the House would send a telegrawa to Babu Bipin Chandra Chakravarti
requesting him to break his fast and giving him the information that the
Government is considering the matter.

Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: I think the hon. mover of the motion
can send that telegram.

THe How’BLE Sryjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Any
member of this House can send that information to Babu Bipin Chandra
Chakravarti and I think it will look well if the hon. mover of the adjourn-
ment motion will kindly take that trouble.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: It is but proper that the
telegram should go, if at all, from the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the
affair. If the Minister in charge is i need of funds I may give it.

THE Hon’BLe THE SPEAKER: That will be considered by. the
Hon’ble Minister.

RESOLUTION RE ABOLITION OF LINE SYSTEM (contd.)

_ Srygur RUPNATH BRAHMA : Ona point of information, I should

like to know w’hether the ‘line system’ is in force in the district of Goalpara.

., Tue HON’sLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: It is not

in force in the Goalpara district. y

. rSS)RI_LI;.T RUPNATH BRAHMA: So far as'my information goes some
or 9 years ago W‘h_en Mr. P, G. Mukherjee was the Deputy Commissioner

of Goalpara, the ‘line system’ was introduced there.

Tae HON’BLE Srijyr R -
S UaWATE OE that: J OHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: No.Iam
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Mauravi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY: Sir, the
same resolution stands in my name also. It seems that in a matter like
this the rights and liberties of the people are concerned. Without going
further into details I should like to point out that this province is open for
people coming from Nepal, people coming from the district of Marwar and
other places and it is only yesterday that so much feeling was shown in this
House to the people who are coming here to work from Behar in the match
factory. Now I should like to hear something from the Clongress leader
because we understand that he stands for the rights and liberties of the
people.  Probably it was a surprise to my hon. friend Maulavi Abdul
Matin Chaudhury that he sees in th.e pyovince even now the existence of a
system called the ‘line system’. This is something indeed strange in the
advanced stage of civilization. So without going further on this I would
like to hear what the hon. leader of the Congress Party has to say on the
subject.

SRuT GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Sir, in reply to my hon. friend
on the opposite I should like to say that there may not be any necessity

for me to make a statement in view of the suggestion that was made by the
Hon’ble Minister for Revenue, viz., that if the resolution is withdrawn
the Govern

ment is going to appoint some sort of committee. I therefore
want to know whether the resolution is at all going to be withdrawn. There
may be no purpose in my making a statement if the resolution is at all
withdrawn, Therefore I would request the mover to let me know whether
he is going to withdraw the resolution or whether he is pressing for it.

... MauLavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Sir, I have had a long consultation
with my friends during the recess. They have requested me to ask the
leader of the opposition to express the Congress view and also to see that
the subject is debated upon from different quarters when we shall come to
the conclusion regarding the request which was sent out from the Hon’ble

Revenue Minister.,

MR. NABA KUMAR DATTA : May I inquire from the hon. mover
of the resolution whether he will press or withdraw his resolution after
hearing the speech of the leader of the Congress Party ?

SRIJU'{‘ GOPINATH BARDOLOI: T dq not think I am on my trial.
I do not like to add to what I have said.

: TH_E HoN’BLe tur SPEAKER : It is up to the mover to say whether
he is BOIng to press the resolution or withdraw it The hon. leader of the
OPposition has made it clear that it would be without any purpose if he

Mafes any statement now and ultimately the mover withdraws the resolu-
tion.

_ THE Hon’sre Sryur ROHINI KUMAR QHAUDHURI: On a
oint of order,

On the other hand any statement made by the hon,
cader of the opposition may help the mover of the resolution to come to 2
conclusion.

THE Hon'’Br g e SPEAKER :  As T ynderstood the hon. mover,
perhaps he wants to make it a condition of withdrawal ; but I do not
think it is at a]] necessary for him to consider what the Congress view s,
Government have stated their views and it is for the hon, mover to decide

whether he is to act upon that view. I cannet compel another hon.
member to make a statement.

Mauravi MUNAWWAR ALL:  Up to this tjme, I have not been

able to make up my mind whether I should withdraw the resolution or
not.

The How’ere tae SPEAKER @ Very well, the debate will proceed.
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Seyur KHORSINGH TERANG: wtaAiy AsiAf® wwztw, 33 fp
"Rl Fife7 €2 W1 A7 fagara fania ffeq f2a area § representative b
atfer | A1 system Ryey 52 79 itea 1 § AR @R AR system B
3T, coRea Wi fifes, sy, arg wifi @ Rt BeoRl A Arziae
€539 1 71IT ATH, wiaty 33 wigl @fez | I A wEmAy qas
At I® ¥ AT 8523 cptray) oty 91 Police Station AR-—SIAF @ty w3de
Fall AR AR O TF sirdea e favda Sgidtd. I @ WOW Qe
AR system e @Foxre (ng qrws drew | a7 WA FCR WGty |
: \//\dvmm ABDUL HAMID KHAN: ~ #fadd ™N®17  wcgwy,
@4t aT&A system =wfte g3 cevAlfed gl @ w3gd I’ eratw sy
Foo WATH A AT Atgy apgigz oy AAMTS ©[@ AN WA o3 cel
2% ars *HIH 79 wtg w9 gfaata (at< ataifie siel 7wIT  eRrx
feml atfaal| @% IMA immigrant 1 AFEMAT WE w@WET Y
Tt (¥ Oieitnd ey grary giF|7 agge 2 A=AT 8 MA®|  Te(yi-
AR 397 AT N wrgm weam wdw ol A ARE wprreag
Fea A wHl Wag g5 e FeF) AR | AT WA TR zea-
fem 3 c#9a IS XAy gy AfHeaw 192 €A eIl T, at¥eag
Wt e g SN endm sz ww AMetE @l 3fes opent
¥ | ¥ AW WY AR RRA—ATIT GV W 4 fereas
Fa7 AT S AT | @3 U@ TAI@ TS ARARFA HIAS
TeE TG WAfRta “gra afwag e AR SRl eteon
w7 G1FH 613, (BT St 512, ofacta F(71S B1Z” 1 <% 3 wary st
iy wgre eAAafigad Ifiw e wta wApziE Wt iB|RCers,
stefeas @feffy A1R 371 fr @% House @ sfefea w1l am| z8aal ?

Sfefrd 4 AAFIR  afirig—otenwn qw wF{FiER gRsen Maw
fate sfarsts

Siff W @ slmen aifesd faffomaa swean it —femae
L, PANAAS Fea wgge Fyme weray, domiciled @ge  FTaN
TR I W AGUR @iy 3 AIE @ iz wEnsiie
Age: St MY Ifaca | wiajray @fetiam ey oy feqa arexal
AN ey, VinaAnag ofoe wwigefe AN AT system @7 WA
ST AWM fF P qretal wsfan @i StEfRrse cs39 Tt
stal TR (7o WRATRY 97 @F wfA wAyAl 32 WA HECEE wCE
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Stel 7 (8 “Ats Feam foff [es Mm@ aarer Az st (AT
sfag 3 {0 Afe ey Biel @ gk 3w feqg aAaata sl
g nAnag oF T AW I IfWe A afma g fGw @l
3308 BIS1 A S\ BIF | wAdm Ry wgtescd IR € FAAFIK
AL FICR AT AT WA 7@ FIF BIF w7 Fraw | wiw
BIF13 A (AR 49 Afaraty FfRI[A Boity AR—<tenm siowm 3 &
Wty SR Ay o Rl Ry Ifaal «wafR af o wfHam B a1
SR ARATI AT WA B A Am-wag 1 FHAT LR
CILAR | @8 AR system (¥ wWiFltA7 4 afqwong Fedn F=YB 7
RWAR IO A AN A Aits 39737 @lfS 3fi wiatgl g Ha st
&7 A Afarzn @Dy gawwz v dfaaia «fa wAtN Ao
Fhe Fitate | &R o5 ey wifile RATWA ;A (7 BRI A UWW
WA FAFA &F WA TRt 2ice ALHLR | Wfme  de AT A
ABITI BN Sizt 23te S| FACTR TCS AN T afae difara fFq1 aome
Wik | Srava o wARF AtBraa fovd @XT @3B wauty R X LS
revenue FAR sAfawica loss 830 | si@in  stat AN FIz wARI{RT
e afy 3 sfwste @ wAAW A= ory qw/Al staiH winty
I WA Sarolg AT A TN qjwa) ¥ A wiAACA
TG | |& 3 A @il G A Siwiern gy, %A system f531-
FAT & AT T Pieace oiEt 2300 SR wwS I akes A wexl
I 3ficq 1 BEE we WA QWWI AF Q@A) cren 7w T
fwal stel WY 3fee ffwsfedl | ARaeN AWtz Rrg eg—amd
wAila FNIT o 3WA 37 AW Iface Afaan) @3 vam I€Eta
WifFa Wiy eI faeaa ol 2 2 93 e 2f w8 @
AT WATPE AT AeF WA Yfwars 36w Il ¥3I(a
@R TR 0% Aot SFF %3 w3 wawty ;  wARIl FACSA
Jtoriaa CRIT 1A 2208 IS «fan Sfee “Aificaai @32 e} atge  wAN-
A 41T 1% «fen Ffare AMAIN | wadm ergz wfw «fr RO
2@ WA fetedR IS 23a)  wmmmfrscs RILACAE I I I (4
Atfacadl @2 T Ao AN FFA teis WA AReArT $itw
Br#l a1 Ffae qpittg—a 39w YIS Ffac® wFex | FtasAyy ety
:iﬁwa, @2 House @7 eitejs fgte ot [faasty ofs 7R 31fite w2

afy 74 FOFA fO%7 fama widl AT Aey sty TN WART ACF
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T AT FAIGHTZBZWI AT delke I AIS INAT AT FAT
TgaTd Ifed o SN MFn Atfimlga 1wt afwian e AgtaEn
INAT AL | T AN @ INAT AGR IRIA—381 9@ AINR
el fes wanm oot | 3w fr wtw W wwaw e fer
T AN TR 7A T @RS wwW el Foaa Siel 7300 FCATHE
ICF WS A FIw FT @3 WS (A WRE@ (T IUAMS AT TF
GRAITTA 3T JwiA feqg IR FHI 7 Weattee @fF difes,
Bie] difse—stetora ched ifFats (vta @wq roga «ifes siar e
STefdl (7% (@ F4Fe SIA(TIA Foca wifea) | systzl Az W
ARSIAFTA atitg apates FNFCA IS F@IAT ;77 | MRAT 00 IW
B awa «fGul afeare | O WiteAn fex gAmam orgwrm 335 atow-
S I FfAIr2 wgeiz fow pifzrets | izl wiw wAdls iR wis
FA @ AR Ffars g—Aqrw3l dared 37 sf7w SGalfe—cetaaie
QAW BIR—cstaal wintloses a9 33| colxal afv =iaterd oS
Aeiggf® @ATA Al 27 ote) ghea AT HoF @t AfFAr BoAE AT
wifa sgeaty ¥ wal fafqws! foad sfies z3a qpwtd =aRw o gfx
forat stelal wfaw fomi—sietal aft A1 Fa7 fFai—siaz g ISV a
TAY FAFY AN A2 otel ffoew 37 af cqen W —styl B wistal
AT FIF  AWe  ofq  Ifas  ofas g

ABfAT agriculture RAT{tt a% a% Biwl «3s =fan1 $f7 Sxfoz ww
R IS A A A FAE sl s AMA FaFean
aff Wiy agriculture farm 3fars adeg | ww I a3
SIEtal ARO[ 517 Ffaes Affas —afy afy stenwa fatan 3, sig
W WA university @32 EFET 79 Brary FA Sl 3T
Wi SR WA AdeABeE WA el supply wfars AMAT |
WIAAT WBR g wfas AMFea  atrran fex e Fmamm Facea
stetfdslcs qtarsir mrarga gt RCACT, 47 T AN WAy @32 ALEA
AT WA Sreleda qwer Raw wR w79 Asq BTG | Aafas e
3 97 2R ¥ diee ofal wWen R Frevtace L I T e ——
R A (T ¥ | wia Nafcaden ¥ R @@ Ty T
e XTI A 3RS iy 2 AfTaioey yafms a1 vy
T ANAT 1 WS @y qqdad o FUAMEF Stqery GRIT @9
atmifie | A3%ACPT 37 Afmrwpa afaeqy ofs CFA 8 Ne1RFfB WWF wye
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TR @3 At wfaw FaFfMslts — qizia sRfaGes revenue firs (3t
GTia wh FA T, St a1za Szx ful @ e 3Gy (%
Hatdg @ Afsield e @2 @ RfArss 799 18 At cltae steits @
rea SA3DEABTE wfEt ATas W A A ) R AT 8 cAtaFad (iR
g3 afasdats quas fage 2fam stzfeeas «fs fqeag o ficergm 1 o
Taia 2@t FO 33073 af 91 diwin stetal wFHl fogz afiatr &z
wfq JF TAAEI IfTUS Wy Ay 75 ISR @ WS FAF
WA 2SR [30 afy Wfaw <faans @aa stsifisne @ ggrete—atza
G HFT T3 @ AR A1, w32 @ B3 fialg sfepe A2 A’y
SH1AENT SR 5% {3 qigt3eg 2 fasty @l sfacw afef® cafs”
3 =Pty FRinS 89 (ia—‘afn fFfagim wAfgaty Atz A8 | i@ IS
cetaal ffAsie—yngs =atas (3ta Rasa sfaws iEg a1 =t7 935! 18 I8
FYAF AR 93 (@ WA i3 fovd afyatey qunz ey @Awiq It
S IS A(Z | qtFrA) G f51en AL farm 3t At vez | wAAHONS Al
oIB1 e3ca; (% 51a #1FF A IXACAA | Yfa1a1e Jtrracad wes a7 |
il 2R @ 7w ofd «fan 331 3IAS BI04 7, B ofaifircs *IaAD
TEET SH1RA| A ACFA | WA AATH TNF 93T SN AHIFY 2BCSE |
IfiTsal A swRarOrs Arzeas @ 518 391 C'UE (19 St a¥em 4oy WA
TSI 2w @ 7R =% % (391 @f7 613 ¥ (oReas 183249 g3cg 71| 4B
Fat 3A1 23CI0E (A fasa wfeea IA9RA © o ARA Bsy3m cyeq| AT
s afedfs 3racg | ¥ 61 AN A@| KA AZT system 517 a1
Q% 7 Fiats s WA A #UNS IF WIS AFAAe frrs st |
&% AT 8 deputation @¥ fown wiaw ﬁFi difsrs o1 el 237 @B
afga faf=al Ssten el wifs of faffeNE a9q foq Taanag w60 |
wANAT SR CNF | ST FF W AUT ©fn 3337 wiywts s3rs e
difera P AT W@ 77 AtE FIFEAT AfeI(A %S 9w M0 i ?
S AT FR CNF 5@ ACNT Ity s Wi a1 o
WHARTCTR 728 AN @38 7 ATS 203 1S A7) 31 4¥ew A1y
[7 TS A Bleta wIT WATIAT nRiRRfe @t wfarsfy |

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: On a point of ; »
If it comes to voting, on which side the hon. mcmbeg will voftlé"O;‘mat1on, Sir.

Tue Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : Thisis an ironical qucstio.n

Srijur RABI CHANDRA KACHARI: Sir, I rige to apoose - the
resolution. There should be line system to protect PP

: : ; the k
backward people, Without a line of demarcation, it is not p‘;::;blcartxg i ;g;

e —
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to the interests of the poor people who require special protection. So I
appeal to the hon. members of this House that they will safeguard the
interests of the helpless and the backward people of Assam. These poor
people are in great minority, and if this line system is abolished, crores and
crores of immigrants will come in and the original ruling people of Assam
will have to leave the place and go away to jungles and hills and this
invasion will be more serious than the invasion of Burmese. Under the
circumstances the hon. members will, I hope, consider to help these poor
people, who are the original people of Assam. If the hon. members like
to drive them away to hills, the condition of these backward and poor
people will be very miserable, and I think, it will not be fair for this House.
Therefore, this line system must be kept as it is absolutely necessary to
protect the interests of the weak and poor people. With these few words,
Sir, I oppose this resolution very strongly.

Kiian Baaapur DEwaN EKLIMUR ROZA CHAUDHURI: qadi3
nwteife wcetqy, S3Fafcaal a9« A1H WIfTF T settle FTIR LA Siatq] oS
AT 7 AR ABA @l w0 [{uafe o3 cstnn @2pFa fown epam
FfaTs Atfara @l | @Fa FAAT AGTE fight T3 QUi | IS @& B
e 73 zra 3ty 3ere fpafva wewaria Afs ae siwlgl Si@3 follow wea
WIATER | CAeFA AEA AN @G FlA0a F2caA of 219 [Awlysl Ir3q
quA STASIPNT AT AZA @) F23 stefal & I3 cAoiw froes facas
cx cotaal AR @) FAA | o{E WifF gacs A7 T | GBI W@ “
Fe AA TN A A PO WG WRSR FA AR @l e A w7 Slaly
G I |

Mauvravi MATIOR RAHMAN MIA: sfqf3 #si=fs siczind, @8
#3a 2| epfas AR WA 9T 33 Il crat z@es Wi atres
ifs 4w Al | @diead |t ates +f7foe fow Iasta s #fae gteta
oi2{ate BIasqdq 7Y 1FMA (Y 220e WA aried e wAT wcareA |
steidl &1s feglwa (@ «ifFaitgn a3 winal 23 fegfa sa wifaaife
o€ I A[FF system 3| 4T3 i Ffawl @Atz I (i Ae
AxfcaeBa wtee fFal ®ifawl | stEm akat et a3 Aadearss WA @
fents @dteae cn2 A3fencBs Waq—ca Ftays waw wifs | qral oA
TS A AL | QI AR vifes afy witg | qwAw ey 3y LT
o wown facas Afe ffea @ SRUBtw 50w Afzw17 wr7, ww o @v3 G
sitaty 303 srafeATa AR A T4 @4 S frrafe @qe crtwtaits Wil
wintas 7AwE wiAal ;R AR | Wi WG wtwifgos ¥l ¥z, g ¥I,
(&3 SRA AENAT WA WRE I Al wtetw | winal qsidfs AceEwac
wycaty sfarelg— AFAS MRI—W{Awae I3y wWigs—arneed (@97 ifn
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UFEAS i3 43 oizta A3ty I w83 | ey wifeq [avs, AAE
fazrs AWl ATt RFES @ QI con @ eigue S wizaa Ol
wHatfRaes qra Azl A, wEras wiesty 53 qfes 1R SRfes BT
wIIBA ¥3) wALE 8 ¥IUBLE 9B (FNA WM, caix fagm 2 =M TSIt
ALETA @4 92 Housesy (XFTA TTaiagste, RiAtT Fifwsts gy fag AT
Sl &¥en 513 Wieg— =AMt 15 AE—stera Fsta w35 que it =
" W | {37 WAL WS eI, AR Rerier—etat femea—wizeas
WAl gra Afeq cFA?  AAAS S AFT | StatA stateqq e A&7 GARIAA
P (A 211 A Al A AMRC® M3 | ag wraperg fAifs, 2@
WIS ga3719d, @ @AW AT aslve sruty 4z 9g i z3al e WA
fo» sfacste | szt qeae CFA WA afw (33 s gi+ifar st Wizl
20N SIRNAT WA WA AT WA, It w1 ojferag qr9) S5
BefIga afaa Ffoss 731 goacs @ B30tw | WAy WA AT ? WA
f* mueaz ? apmad 2391 fe @mal @ can T2A1Y ? 3% WATd Cwiw
WL WHitTa fa5ra g8% | feg ArScad @Al (39 (1 wintogz o7 wsyisla
A @—TeNgA w7l o7 vzl s Afislenl | simar et oM cweE
W a1 @ st 9t Ifacsfe | wtitize  mbqicw Boiz wfysia
VIR A% SAAANE WAt S0 SR Wity | sremr aRtE Al
AT =g Ataterge (S37 AW A AR | WA GI3—wigiwd @
WA A e 3 A1 Ay otel SH123) (S TBF 922 wiAiRg Tt
TR fGATF qtga Farcq Aata AGF{T w93l 5B 1 wixay Sizing B
WSIbTa s, w1l wfacs o WA IS AMBr A | wiwg o @
fenics, arg femmey o1 faarc 191 Sita An 3facs | quredn st 5w Ao
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Sryur RUPNATH BRAHMA :  Sir, I apprehend that the resolution
i_&carried will directly effect the backward tribal people of the plains. T
titercfore as a representative of the Plai

ns Tribal people do strongly oppose
the resolution. The hon. mover has

said that the line system if retained
will prevent others from coming to Assam. Well, Sir, should we not first
look to the interests of the children of the soil by disallowing others to come
and oust them from their land ? Certainly we should.

Sir, much has been said against the resolution. Srijut Rabi Chandra’
Kachari, who is the representative of these people, has said that if the

system is retained it is sure that within a few years these pcople will be driven
away from their villages.

Sir, I asked on a point of information whether
the line system was in force in the district of Goalpara, but the reply was
that it was not. T again said that so far as my information goes the system
was introduced some 8 or 9 years ago when Mr. P. G. Mukherji was the

Deputy Commissioner. If it ‘is not introduced already I should like that the
system should be introduced in Goalpara to protect the backward tribes
there also. I think it is known to all hon. members of this House that;many
tribal people in Goalpara have been compelled to leave their homes and
scttle elsewhere. Therefore for the protection of the poor backward Tribal

people I again protest against this resolution with all the vehemence at my
command.

Mr. NABAKUMAR DUTTA : Sir, I want to speak a few words on
this resolution.

Sir; it is a great ‘pity that so much enthusiasm should be shown for
the abolition of the line system, which is considered vitally essential by
the indigenous people of Assam Valley districts for their very existence.
Sir, when the fertile soil of Assam drew thousands of immigrants from the
over-populated district of Mymensingh, when the peace-loving Assamese
had -to leave their villages to avoid constant friction with these people
so alien to their habits and customs, the Government consoled themselves
by saying that the flow of the immigrants could not be stopped as the flow
of the Brahmaputra. The indigenous people including backward classes
like the Kacharies and Lalungs, were rapidly ousted by these immigrants

who came from their homes with money in their hands and thus had the
economic advantage on their side.

The situation” was saved to a great extent by the Line System which
controls the settlement of lands among the immigrants and saved the home-
steads of the Assamese. But for this system, it would not have been long
before the Assamese becam

- ¢ extinct even in the Sibsagar district where
Mr. Mullan thinks that the Assamese

may survive and which at present
happens to be closed to the immigrants. Sir, we bear no ill feelings to-
wards. the Immigrants, but we cannot afford to allow our race to be wiped
out, 1n as much as an Englishman can

not sit tight and see the English
labourers ousted by cheaper French or Polish

labourers, with the hope
that the wealth of England may increase and the French or the Polish
labourers will be assimilated during half a century and become full-
fledged Englishmen,
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Sir, when a similar resolution was brought and lost a couple of
years ago in the Assam Legislative Council, the Hon’ble Mr. Ww. L.
Scott pointed out that if the control exercised under the line system
was relaxed or withdrawn immigrants will flow in not only from the
district of Mymensingh where the population is  greater than that of the
Assam Valley but also from the over-populated districts of Pabna, Bogra
and Rangpur. The result would be that all lands would be taken up
by the immigrants. Sir, the demand for the abolition of the line system is
nothing but a demand for ousting with Government help and protection the
Assamese from their lands and for driving away the Kacharies and the
Lalungs to the hills.

Sir, the Government ought to have controlled the flow of immigrants
when it began, instead of turning deaf ears to the cry of the Assamese
masses, and remaining satisfied by comparing this flow to the flow of the Brah-
maputra. This continuous migration ought to have been made illegal, but
as it has not been done so, the settlement of lands with the immigrants must
be controlled. i

Sir, it is ridiculous to talk of increasing revenue of the Province at
the cost of the national existence of the Assamese. If the rulers stand by and
see the indigenous people swept away by thousands of immigrants, they
will not be able to claim to have been neutrals, but will definitely be
a party to this extirpation. Sir, it is greatly wounding my feelings that
this resolution has been brought forward in teeth of bitter opposition
from the Assamese masses and in utter disregard of their sentiments and
feclings. By throwing out this resolution, I hope this House will prove
that it-s not blind to the interests of the Assamese masses.

vLavi MUHAMMAD AMIRUDDIN: Sir, first of all T would
like to bring to the notice of the House the necessity that led to the
introduction of the line system. It was introduced first of all in the
district of Nowgong during the time of Mr. Higgins some 15 or 16 years
ago in order to avoid possible clash of interests between the immigrants and
the indigenous Assamese people. Of course I do admit that at the time
there was a very rapid influx of immigrants from the different districts of
Eastern Bengal, and that necessitated the introduction of this line system.
Even before this I should like to admit that there was a more rapid influx
of immigrants in the districts of Goalpara and Kamrup, and gradually when
the lands there had been taken up and almost exhausted, naturally the
landless people from the different districts of Eastern Bengal felt inclined
to march towards the districts of Darrang and Nowgong, and last of
all towards North Lakhimpur.

As regards the fact of averting the possible clash between the inte-
rests of the indigenous people and those of the immigrants, I do admit that
it was a real necessity at the time. By virtue of that, the concerning
revenue authorities expected to keep a controlling hand over these land-
hungry immigrants. But by and by when they had taken up lands here
and hthere and became permanently settled in the closest neighbourhood
of the Assamese brethren, though of course, with a line of demarcation
ha\fu}llg be‘?n fixed up between them, the prejudices and the dislikes with
whic] the indigenous people looked upon the immigrants gradually began
to disappear. In replying to certain remarks of the opposition from this
House from diffcrent corners, I should like tolet the House know that
till now frox}l the very time of the inrush of immigrants in this province,
partmularly in the Assam Valley districts, there have been of course, I
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do admit, frictions between Assamese and i
few and far between. I should like to
that no particular instance of suc}} friction has ever !ecen brought to
the notice of the Government seriously.  Of course there might have
been small petty frictions and if there were at all any, they were only
So. many vocal frictions and some of them eyen airy frictions in the
form of verbal complaints without any documentary basis or fcundation.
There are different kinds of laws which can bring, the offenders to justice
and the rioters to their good sense. But I do not see any justification why
these verbal complaints and verbal objections regarding some frictions
between the indigenous people and the immigrants, should be at all paid
any heed to. Asan humble representative from amongst the Moslems,
particularly of the immigrants from the district of Nowgong and also as a
practical resident of the district for the last 15 to 20 years, I have
had the fullest opportunity to study the different phases and .episodes of
Peasant life particularly the life of the immigrants on the one hand and
the life of the Assamese people on the other and I have seen what
friction they have ever had and how it has been dealt with by the
Government. I confidently hope that not a single member, not a single
representative from amongst the indigenous people, can give any particular
instance of friction wherein the immigrants took a most aggressive part and
roughly handled or demolished the house of Assamese people or did
any thing which can in any way impress any particular member as having

cen wrongful. Of course I do admit that in the natural ‘course of human
€vents and under natural circumstances, friction, fault or foible are quite
natural and in such cases no amount of legislation, exhortation or
restriction can keep.a permanent control on these,

Now, Sir, after the system had been introduced what has been its
effect? I should like to place before the House the effects of the line
System on three or four different aspects. First of all let us survey the
effects it had on the immigrants. A line has been drawn forbidding Assam-
ese people from coming and encroaching upon the immigrant area and the
mmigrants from encroaching upon the Assamese zone, It had no salutary
Fﬁ‘cct for sometime in averting possible clash but with the passing of time
it has happened in certain instances that under the greed for money felt
by certain Assamese people they could not contain themselves any longer
and felt it a painful necessity on their part to sell away certain areas
to. the immigrants. In the district of Nowgong there are hundreds of
similar instances in which the principles underlying the line system have
been most unhappily departed from by the revenue authorities. From
time to time, the Deputy Commissioners, the Settlement Officers and
other responsible revenue officers in course of their local inspection and
by perusing the situation both from the side of the Assamese people and
from the side of the immigrants, were subsequently convinced that the
line system has become an outliving  necessity, outliving necessity in the
sens¢ that if the Assamese people in contravention of the rules and
regulations governing the line system sold away their lands under the
greed of money to the immigrants that are always Iand-hungry, itis no
fault on the part of the latter and when the revenue authorities found
that the sale deeds had been executed bonafide and the required posses-
sion of the land so sold had been made over to the purchasing party
by the Assamese pattadar, the necessity arose

: - : S€ to. convert the Assamese
line into a mixed line or to abolish the line altogether,

mmigrants. But they were very
say without { e least hesitation
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Tue Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER: The hon. member has only two
minutes more.

Mauravi MUHAMMAD AMIRUDDIN: I can cite, Sir, lots of
instances in which Assamese villages have been converted into mixed
villages, and in some Assamese villages irrespective of the Line System and
in total disregard of the principles underlying it and without even converting
them into what are called mixed villages, the Deputy Commissioners and
Settlement Officers have under the aforesaid and other varying circums-
tances issued patias in the exercise of their discretionary power to immigrants
who settled in the Assamese villages either by secking lands from the
Assamese or by purchasing lands from their people. And within my
knowledge I have every experience to place before the House, and that
within the Assam Lines or within the mixed villages or in the Assamese
villages where exists no line, there are lots of Bengali people either carrying
on business or cultivating land on Adhi terms or on terms of revenue being
paid for the land by the immigrants held under the Assamese patiadars.
And, Sir, if some of you will look into the situation prevailing in the villages
you will find that the actual cultivators holding pattas near about the line do
very hardly want the existence of the line system. Because within the line
all the cultivators are not equally wealthy though some of them are found to
be very wealthy. As many Assamese villagers have voluntarily sold away
their lands to immigrants by purposely infringing the rules and regulations
underlying the system and as the Revenue Authorities have from time to
time departed from the principles particularly in the district of Nowgong,
to my mind, it appears to be an outliving necessity.

Tue Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : The hon. member’s time is up.

Mauravi MUHAMMAD AMIRUDDIN: I want five minutes more,
Sir.

THE Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : I cannot allow that.

Mauvravi MUHAMMAD AMIRUDDIN :  Such are the circumstances
prevailing in the villages. Now, Sir, as my time is over I should like to
appeal to the House that, though there are different parties and different
groups, they will not treat this as a party or group question but will give it
their full support and sympathy frem the point of view of human justice,
fairness and equity.

Mauravi MUNAWWARALI: 1 beg to state, Sir, that meanwhile I
have reason to say that I will not withdraw this resolution.

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK : I think, Sir, the principle of this line
system has been going on from generation to generation and even now we
find that this system is in existence throughout the world. In America
during the years 1905, 1906, 1907 and 1908 there were lecturers in the
gggz?g:ea andhcollcgcs nviting settlers to certain parts of America. But
of fact. this I;i:;ts ere was restriction on further immigration. As a matter

ystem is in force in every country as far as land and water
arl%ashare concerned, This question of course does not concern much about
?ﬁ dis’gciisssorpg“ﬁggncs% but it mostly concerns the preferential right of the
speeches and tgstef i’? B Efgams'{ foreig ners. I hope, with all the eloquent
o e comu teCtluleS delivered in this House by hon. members,
thErElare bos o o € to the conclusion that this line system must exist. I

Mz, C. GOI%%OﬁIthe Line System and oppose th_c resolution. :

e T TH: Sir, much has been said for and against the
: Yd P On. members have challenged the Congress to give their
ViGirgah b ¢y nave challenged them on thisissue, whether they would dis-
criminate between one race and another. One hon. gentleman has said that
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racial discrimination is the issuc. 1 entirely disagree. The issue is not that.
The indigenous people of Assam have never said that the Bengalis can
never stay in Assam. They have allowed the Nepalis, the Marwaris and
cven Englishmen to settle and live peaceably in Assam. But the real issue
is that the Line System has been established for other reasons. I am in
favour of making no racial discrimination. T am in favour of universal
brotherhood. This Assembly is already a cosmopolitan assembly. Many a
man would grudge that so many communities should be represented in this
Assembly. But if we go toa higher level, we will find that this assemblage
of a cosmopolitan body is the beauty of Assam. Itisa beauty to see people
from different races and hills and dales coming together and sitting  together
and trying to govern Assam. It is a privilege under the benign British
Government. Therefore, Sir, I do not want to make any discrimination
between race and race. I believe this question does not arise on the racial
pointat all. I repeat that Assamesc people have never said that the
Mymensinghia people or other foreigners should not come and scttle here.
If the reports be consulted it will be found that the ‘line system’ was
established for the purpose of preventing breach of peace and undue
encroachment on the possession of the indigenous people of Assam. The
very presence of this ‘line system’ shows that the Government wmust have felt
that there had been encroachment and breach of peace which did not bring
prosperity to the country. One hon. member has already admitted that
there has been friction and that friction may still continue. Since the
establishment of the ‘line system’ these frictions may have been minimised,
but still it must be proved by facts and figures whether in those areas cases
of breach of peace and undue encroachment have lessened or increased. Sir,
itis the duty of every civilised Government to maintain peace and order in
every country and Government have therefore felt when they established the
‘line system’ that breach of peace and undue encroachment might take
place in the future and so this ‘line system’ had been adopted.

Sir, I know that some immigrants have lived in some parts of Assam
for more than half a century. They have been living around Assamese
villages and during this half a century no cases of murder have been heard
except one during the last year. I these immigrants can live without breach
of peace and undue encroachment on the rights of the indigenous people,
then how can the immigrants in question live peaceably ? If they
cannot live peaceably then it is incumbent on the Government to protect
the indigenous people of Assam. Therefore I say, Sir, it is a disease and the
disease is like cancer and Government cannot allow the cancer to spread.
Unless the cancer is cured the line system must remain. But I believe the
cancer can be cured in course of time.

Mr. F. W. HOCKENHULL : I think, as a rule, the appointment of
a Committee when Government itself should assume responsibility, is not
likely to find favour with this group. Nevertheless thisis one of the occa-
sions when the proposal will receive our support.

I feel sure that this will be welcomed by any others besides our own
group who require more enligh.tenmcnt on a difficult issue like this, which
would help us to form our own judgment on what is undoubtedly a very
wide and obscure question. I therefore rise to support the suggestion of
the Hon’ble Minister that a Committee might be appointed. The worst
that may happen is only a delay of one or two months. The Committee, if

appointed, will be very useful because it will furnish more information in
the light of which Government and ourselves will be able to come to a right
decision. I hope® the hon. mover will see the wisdom of acceding to the
request made by the Hon’ble Minister.
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Rar Bamapur PROMODE CHANDRA DUTT : I am really sorry
that the hon. mover of the resolution is going to press his resolution
in spite of the very reasonable offer made by the Hon’ble Minister in charge
of Revenue. It may be, Sir, that that the immigrants have their
grievances. At the same time it must not be forgotten that the indigenous
people are also making complaints. The Government has come to a deci-
sion about this and introduced the ‘line system’. But up to now no
committee appointed by this House has gone into the matter. The proposed
committee, I am sure, will consist of the members of this House. Whether
all the members will be confined to this House or not, I am not certain. But
I am certain that at least some members of this House will be on that
committee, They will go into the question thoroughly and make recom-
mendations, and Government has promised to come to a decision on those
recommendations. The Government has some past experience in the
matter, but it would be expedient to have more light, as Mr. Hockenhull
has said, on the subject and until we can get that we cannot support the
resolution.

Banu KEDARMAL BRAHMIN :—Sir, we the settlers came to Assam
and we were fortunate enough to get some place where we could live and
carry on our life here. Like a good hospitable man they allowed us to live
here peacefully with them. We should therefore live with the indigenous
people of the province in a friendly way. We cannot force them to allow
us to break their houses and live there. Sir, it will be going against our
host if we quarrel with them. We should live here in such a way that the
Assamese people themselves will be bound to remove the °line system ’
which has now become the subject of so much criticism amongst our immi-
grant friends. Sir, if we can prove that we are friendly to them, that we are
here permanently and that we are living in peaceful terms with the indige-
nous people, then they cannot but remove all these difficulties from our way.
There might be some reasons which force | the Government to establish this
system at that time, but a time may arrive when this ¢ line system ’ will be
removed on the initiative of the indigenous people themselves. Therefore it
is for us the settlers to shiow them by our deeds that we are living here for
a pretty long time and that we shall live here till we die.

. Mauravi ASHRAF UDDIN MD. CHAUDHURI: On a point of
information, Sir. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge give the number of
criminal cases that took place during the last 10 years between Assamese
and immigrants. In the district of Nowgong how many Criminal Courts
are there to try such cases. This is one piece of information that I want.
The other piece is : has any protection been given to the poor people of
Assam to protect their interests as against the richer Marwari class of
people ?
this fll;gtsn" KAMESWAR DAS: Sir, a personal appeal has been made in
e name%il“nhthg Iﬁ?mq of humanity, in the name of Indian Nationalism, in
et ardship, in the name of territory, in the name of Congress,
o e ncifl?mm}?n'lty and in the name of various other things. I have
House : T Wan(t:r't e intention nor the capacity to make an appeal to this
LBk L e simply to put in some facts as I know them prevailing in
FRete isthe lirll\rélsmn. The hon. members of this House will know that
h system in vogue in the subdivision of Barpeta. This is
OWEVET, not to be found in every village ; there are lines only in particular
localities for particular classes of hg seopl h h ‘ : idered
necessary. These line, : of the people where they arc cons e
R s B e restrict, as the Hon’ble Revenue Minister already
i y the immigrants but also the indigenous population, These
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lines were introduced not only for the benefi
for the benefit of the immigrants also.
authority than our Deputy Speaker tha
in the past. What he says is that the
line system have disappeared and therefore the system should be abolished.
Now this is 2 measure not to restrict particular communities. We have
heard the Revenue Minister say that there are particular blocks in
Nowgong for Sylhet people also.  If my hon. friend Maulavi Abdul Matin
Chaudhuri has'said that there has been a restriction put upon the immi-
8rants to particular areas, it is in the colonisation areas against which he
has probably no objection. If there is howevqr any restriction
equally to the indigenous people, to the immigrants as well as
Sylheties,

Now, Sir, what are the issues ?
Maulavi Abdul Matin Chaudhuri has S
citizenship nor the racial prerogative.,
issues underlying this resolution,

t of the indigenous people but
It has been admitted by no less an
t the introduction was a necessity
causes requiring maintenance of the

to the

The issues are, as my hon. friend
aid, not the fundamental rights of
I think, neither of these are real

We have heard the word immigrant *’

uttered times without number, But what this word immigrant means, has
not been clearly explained by any of the hon. members. Are we to under-
stand by the word ¢ immigrants > those who are already settlers here, or are
we also to include future immigrants from other provinces of India. If we
are to make accommodation for future immigrants from other provinces of
India, then I think the instinct of self-preservation should stand in our way,
and the instinct of self-preservation does not I hope, go counter to the spirit
of nationalism, This being so, I appeal to Maulavi Abdul Matin Chau-
dhuri, Maulavi Munawwarali and  their supporters to consider this fact.
Population here in Assam has already rapidly increased to a very big figure.

" There has been overcrowding in many places. 1 shall cite certain figures.
The population in this province in 1891 was about 55 lakhs ; it ‘has increased
n 1931 to about 92} Jakhs. And in the Assam Valley, where lines system is
In vogue, the population has increased to 48} lakhs in 1931 from 26.1akhs in
1891. So far as my subdivision is concerned, this increase is simply appal-
ling. Tt was one lakh eight

) y-onc thousand in 1921 and the census figures
of 1931 give us that the populatign there in 1931 was 3 lakhs 15 thousand.

MauvLavi MUNAWWAR A’ I: Sir, is that by immigrants merely or
by natural law.

Srijur KAMESWAR DAS: The figures include both. Natural ex-
pansion we cannot probably prevent. So, Sir, we must dispassionately look
to the question, with a view to prevent all possible obstacles having come in
the way of future comfort of our Assamese people. If we allow Mymensingh
people and Mymensingh alone contains as much people as the Assam Valley
(a vioce—no). Iam sorry, Mymensingh has about 45 lakhs whereas the
Assam Valley about 48} lakhs. So can we provide all the landless people
from Mymensingh sufficient lands here ? T think, we are to see to this

question very carefully. By the maintenance of the line System, the present

bighas. So the present immigra'nt Population will not suffer by the main-
tenance of the 1_1:}(:_ system, Dcnng':,r away with this line System, will only
give greater facilities to the futm‘“e immigrants from other districtg of Bengal
and from other provinees of India to swell in. And if t1s

7 A this is to be so, then
do my hon. friends who represent this idea of doing away with the line

it “applies -
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still support the idea that they should be prepared to make provision for
future immigrants from other provinces before they are able to make any
provision of lands for the people who are already within the province. ‘
The help of section 219, sub-section (1) has been invoked by my hon.
friend Maulavi Abdul Matin Chaudhury to show that immigration cannot
be stopped and the lines should therefore go away, and the Hon’ble the
Revenue Member has replied to his objection in this connection. My
hon. friend Maulavi Abdul Matin Chaudhury has however refrained
f.'rom rc?.ding out sub-section (3) of that section. In any case I think there
is sufficient scope. For maintaining the line system which does not want
to stop immigration, we do not want that immigration should be stopped.
We want that sufficient lands should be reserved first for our own expansion
and the lines, so far as I understand, only help us in this matter. Now it has
been said that Assamese people in thousand have sold big areas to
the immigrants in the Barpeta Subdivision for considerable sums of
money. I am sorry I have not the figures and cannot say how far they can
be challenged. Supposing that there has been infringement under this rule
and there has been sale of lands in the prohibited areas by a number of the
Assamese, then are we to make it a ground for our doing away with the
lines ? Sir, wherever there have been infringements, they have been made
with the full knowledge of the existence of the lines and the limitations, if any,
they want to put on the people effected thereby. There are both sellers and
buyers. If the Assamese sell, the immigrants purchase the lands. Now are
we to grant concessions to either of these people ?  Are we to allow them to
reap the benefit of their own infringements ? I would rather like that both
these classes of people should be penalised. The Assamese people do not
know how to express themselves. But in this particular matter they have
fully expressed their mind. From Dhubri to Dibrugarh public opinion is
unanimous for the maintenance of lines. The lines have been introduced not
for putting restrictions but to better regulate the disposal of waste lands and
the cxpansion of the existing villages, to avoid as far as possible clashes
between the local people and the immigrants and to afford protection to
particular sections of the people, particularly the backward and the tribal,
wherever such protection was considered expedient and necessary. Of
course, there are some caste Hindus also effected by the line system but
all the caste Hindus are not of the same type. There are grades amongst
them. At present there is a sense of superiority in the minds of the immi-
grants and a sense of apprehension in the minds of the Assamese that they
cannot possibly resist any aggressions on the part of the immigrants effec-
tively. The abolition of the line system will therefore be neither expedient’
nor be viewed with a sense of satisfaction by the whole Assamese population -
of the Valley. The lines are to continue for those who are weak and. who
need special protection.
Tr Kuan Sanis Mauvravi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: May
_know from hon. member who is speaking whether he supports the forma-
tion of a Committee of Enquiry ?
ibrmit*ilgg'rofgt?lMEéSWAR DAS: Sir, there is one difficulty to agree tothe
line areas TIS Committee. There have : been 9ncrpachmcnts in many
-t Tl‘lere he immigrant p.eople are fast increasing in ’those _encroachcd
i is a general feeling amongst them that the lines will be abo-
Theyare ther:[s_s they go in first they will get no lands in the line areas.
e ore trying to get in as quickly as possible. Special difficulties
¢ arise by going into the formation of a Committee of Enquiry.
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I cite one instance. Thereis a prohibited area called Nalipithadi in the
loeal Barpeta Subdivision. There are trespassers in that prohibited area. The
Revenue authority issued notices on them to quit. They were even fined
for non-compliance of the order of the Revenue Officer. They appealed to
the Commissioner and ultimately came up to the Government. It was
finally decided however that they should be evicted. Armed Police went
into the subdivisional headquarters.

L To s SPEAfIEER : Ig the hon. member agreeable to the

ion of a Committee of Enquiry ?
fomg;f_’,?n KAMESWAR DAS: 1 have already replied, Sir, that I am
unable to agree to the formation of a Committee of Enquiry for the partica-
lar reasons which I am stating before the House.

Tue Hon’sLE THE SPEAKER : The hon. member’s time is up.

Srijur KAMESWAR DAS: I will finish it soon. When everything
was ready for evicting the trespassers some of them approached the Commis.
sioner and wanted only fifteen days’ time in writing in order to enable
them to go away. The Commissioner agreed and fifteen days’ time was
given and now it ismore than a year and they are still there and their num-

ber is said to have increased to 500 families or so. Recently the Deputy
Commissioner of the district went to Barpeta and, on the part of the immi-
grants, he was told that there would be great hardship on them if they are
now to be evicted. The Deputy Commissioner has asked the Subdivisional
Officer therefore to make an enquiry whether it would be possible to evict so
many people and whether in the case of eviction Assamese people will come
in there and will be able to stay. Now the Subdivisional “Officer is said to
have sent the matter to the Sub-Deputy Collector for enquiry and report, and
it is not known how the matter turns up finally. If the trespassers are evicted,
Government will have to provide some land for them and new difficulties
will come in if we are to agree to the formation of the Enquiry Committee
before /being able to devise some means to preserve the “status quo” as it
exists' to-day.

Mavravi MUNAWWAR ALT : On a point of information, Sir, May
I know whether the hon. member is speaking on behalf of the party to
which he belongs or as an individual man ?

Sryyur KAMESWAR DAS: I have spoken as an individual man,

Miss MAVIS DUNN : Sir, since the hon. member has decided not to
withdraw his resolution, I wish to speak a few words not on the resolution
itself but on an important point which, it seems to me, has arisen from the
resolution ; and that is this—Is the Jine system legal or not. Section 208 of
the Government of India Act has been quoted by one of the hon, members
and I should like an elucidation on this section, for it scems to me, that on
the interpretation of this section hangs the whole question. Since time does
not permit, Isupport the motion of the Hon’ble Minister in charge 4o
appoint a Committee of Enquiry to go into this question,

KHAN BAHADU_R Mauvravr MUFIZUR RAHMAN : Sir, this question
requires a very serious consideration. I have the local knowledge of eye
place in the Assam Valley, where I was for nearly 18 years, havin 2
tion with land records in various capacities. About five ;re e
moving in the interior of Kamrup district. | noticed that severa| hundred
of people were clearing up jungles in a grazing reserve. Big plots of lIC c:
have been kept for the Assamese cultivators but they do not cultivat anl
the land in the same year. They cultivate only 5 or 10 bighas in 4 = ? adl
at the time of relinquishment they sell the land to immigrants + A

. coy . . vhi g
4 crops in the land within a year, They allow lmmigrants to culct,ig:a.(t)::v tflctior

ars ago, T was.
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land on adhi term and by mortgage within Assamese line. Government put -
in this line for the safety of the indigenous population. It is the indigenous
population who are encouraging this encroachment. Line or no line—you
find, go to the interior, hundreds are in the line of Assamese people. I do
not know whether the Assamese, I mean the people of Brahmaputra Valley
—encouraged them and allowed them to settle. Similarly the transfer of
lands to middlemen could not be checked. If you were a cultivator you
could sell your land to another cultivator but not to a middleman—but this
clausein the periodic patta could not check selling to big middlemen. In
Kaziranga I found the whole village was going to some big merchants. Simi-
lagrly in Tinsukia and wherever I went I found land was passing only to
big shopkeepers and money-lenders. The clause could not save the rayats.
So, I say that this is a very serious and vexed question for our most carcful
consideration as to what can be done to save our Assamese cultivators.
Mavravr Syep ABDUR ROUF : Sir, the line system is the system of
keeping vast arcas of land, villages after villages, reserved for the indigenous
population of the Province and closed to the immigrants. The immigrants of
my subdivision feel it so keenly that I feel myself obliged to speak a word or
two in support of the resolution moved by my hon. friend Maulavi Munaw-
war Ali. At the very outset, Sir, allow me to say that I belong to, and repre-
sent a section of the people who, though they do not belong to the depressed
class, belong to the most oppressed class in this Province ; I'mean the im-
migrant section of the population. Sir,on the one hand we find them
oppressed by the Government and on the other hand by the politically
minded gentlemen of the Assam Valley. How, Sir ? I will goto discuss
shortly how and why this line system was at all introduced. Sir, during the
last resettlement operation of the Province the Settlement Officer had been
sending proposals after proposals for establishing the line and for keeping vil-
lages after villages closed to the immigrants and the Local Authorities had
been accepting these proposals without making any enquiry whatsoever into
the desirability or otherwise of establishing these lines. Sir, it is very peculiar
that no Assamese gentleman, no Assamese cultivator had ever applied for a
line or ever approached the Government for a line. It is the Government who
did it ; and why did they do so ? Sir, the reason is not far to seek. Sir, it is
known to every hon. member of this House that during that time the country
had bccr'l fighting for freedom and Government had been trying to tame the
Bengal tigers of Assam. Therefore they had to throw some bait to the
people of the Province and what did they do? They established
the lines without consulting anybody without giving the immigrants
a chance even to raise objection and everything was done at
the back of the Assamese as well as of the immigrants. It was
the interest of Government then to create this line and Govern-
ment did it and doing so they created a difference between the immi-
grants and the Assamese and in that way won over a section of the Assamese
people over to their side. Then, Sir, the position became this—the immi-
grants and the Assamese could not join their hands and they could not give
2 hand-to-hand fight with the Government and the position of the Govern-
hmcc?t}]l) ¢came secure. Sir, having had a line once established and having
Az:sa;n;e"g]c';lgsfatgloscq }t10 the ]irr_lm_igranls_ the intelligent section of the
g i pof‘ ! }11051 without reclaiming an inch of land within the lines
P eir 99 per cent. of Mondals and cent. per cent. of Kanun-
goes managed somehow or other to secure the annual patta for those jungles
and induced the Immigrants, who were simple enough to belicve these gen-
tlemen, to purchase the jungle and they paid very large sum for these jungles.



260

: thousands of rupees and enormous labour for clearing the land.
Egar?r;ré;t did not raise al:x’ly objection to that and the leading section of
the Assamese population did not raise their htt.lc finger to stop this unjust

. and unjustifiable transfers and why ? Because it was the interests of the Gov-
ernment then to remain silent and it was the interests of the politically-

" minded Assamese to remain silent. Why, Sir ? Because they knew that if

. these things could be allowed to run for some time in the long run they will
‘be benefited. Of course, Sir, it may be said, and my hon. friend Srijut
Kameswar Das said, that knowing fully well that we are not entitled to pur-
_chase land beyond the lines why did we do so ? Sir, what did Government
do when Government saw we had purchased some plots of land beyond the
line ? Government took the initiative either to modify the lines or cancel
 the lines in some places because Government wanted that this system should
be carried on and carried on very rapidly and the Assamese section of the
people thought that it was wise on their part not to raise objection at that

time. The immigrants had no leader amongst them, they were illiterate
people and they had absolutely nobody to sound the note of danger. The
. result was that the immigrants had to believe this leading section of the
Assamese population and with their advices they purchased the plots of land
_beyond the line and within the closed areas. In the Barpeta subdivision
there are some 1,200 villages of which 612 villages are closed to the immi-
_grants. Sir, within those 612 villages it is only natural that the
immigrants should buy some plots of land in some places, When
‘the -immigrants found that Government had not been taking any
.action, rather cancelling the line and modifying the line they
-were emboldened certainly to purchaseand the Assamese cultivators were
also emboldened to sell lands. And in some places it must be admitted
that the immigrants had cultivated friendship with the Assamese cultiva-
tors and there was a mutual understanding between these two sections, and
the Assamese cultivators, of their own free will, handed over their possessions
-to the immigrants. Sir, these immigrants had paid a very large amount of
money just before the time of depression and the Assamese gentlemen and
the Assamese cultivators made good use of that capital and therefore they
are what they are today— richer and more prosperous.  But what about
these immigrants who had paid so much money ? Why did the Govern.
ment remain silent ? It is because Government wanted to make some bargain
out of the situation. Government under Rule 18 (2) of the Settlement
Rules issued notices by thousands on these people ; they submitted petitions
before the Magistrate and said ““we have bought the land from the Assa-
mesc”, the result was however that no notice was taken by the Government.
Notices under section 18 (5) were issued by thousands on the people,
who showed cause to the Magistrates but the Subdivisional Magistrates
without giving them any chance of proving their contentions fined them
from Rs. 30 to Rs. 40 cach and Goyernment made a very good bargain out
of it: ~ And why this section of the intelligentia remained silent ? Because
t}{cy knew that thesc_ cleared lands, the§e homesteads with trees, with clusters
of bambg(;ls :;IndA with other necessaries of life, would automatically be
settled “;‘t fti ¢ Assamese people. The result was that the Assamese were
doubly benefited ; the Government was also !Jcncfitcd_, but as for the immi-

have been filed against them and
Under thege eircumstances I

=
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appeal to the good sense of the House, I appeal to the heart and head of the
House, to consider our situation a bit favourably, and I on my behalf,
of myself and on behalf of my community, want to give you an assurance
that we have neither the intention nor the means to go back. We
mean to live here permanently, and if we are allowed to live here we will
live in Assam, live for Assam, and if need be, die for Assam.

Mr. W. FLEMING : Sir, I rise to add a few words to those of my leader
spoke on this subject. We have listened to a great deal of elogquence on it
and it is quite clear that thisis a subject on which it is difficult to come
to a straight issue here. The resolution as it stands is for abolition forth-
with. The sense of the House ; if I correctly interpret it, may well be that
this system cannot go on exactly as it is to-day. The good sense of the House
may equally be that a modification is advisable. The Hon’ble Minister
has offered to appoint a committee of enquiry. It seems to me thatin the
face of that offer of a Committee of this House it is not either very good
sense, of perhaps very politic or expedient, for the hon. mover of the
resolution and his hon. friends to persist in pressing it to a division (hear !
hear!) and 1 suggest to the hon. mover of this resolution the expediency
and good sense of accepting the offer of the Hon’ble Minister. In doing
g0, I may add, that he would have the support of those for whom I
speak (applause).

Srijur KRISHNA NATH SARMA : Sir, I rise to speak a few words
on this resolution. I would first like to point out that there has been a
misunderstanding regarding this resolution. The people from Bengal who
have already emigrated to Assam have been living here for a pretty long
time, and have now in most cases established friendly relations with the
Assamese. If at this time the line system is abolished it will open out the
country to people from all parts of India. I do not know whether the hon
mover of the resolution wants that Assam should become overcrowded b.
people from the whole of India. But if that be so, it would be higle
prejudicial to the interests of the immigrants themselves, because now aftg;
having settled here for about twenty years they have become more or
less permanent members of this province, and if the line system is now
abolished and the land is made available for other people, thousands of
people from all parts of India will flow to this country and the trouble
will go on for all time to come. So let us have patience and see if
we can become better friends ; a;fter say another twenty years our friend
will become domiciled and we will form one nation. It is pgo Hes

8 2 Rt good trying
to pick quarrels among ourselves now and create divisions by saying that
the immigrants are oppressed and are mnot given their fundamentyl : ha
It is for the safety of both the immigrants and the indige A tI’-
of Assam that this line system is necessary, as both are expa gdeus P;OP c
want some land to be reserved for future generations prn lng and we
stroke of the pen we make it possible for the people of other now by one
to come and take up all our lands where will our child er pgrts. of India
safety of the indigenous people as well as the i fen go ? So for the
essential that the line system should continue for mmigrants it is highly

. : ) some time

That is my suggestion. At leastit is not possib] 5
away with the line system. ¢ at this stage to do

Srijur MAHI CHANDRA BORA: Sir ;
my most careful consideration and I%éch:I,sg ﬁavc given the resolution

ot g . eard with rapt attention
the very ed dissertations of the hon. mov d f th
resolution. Sir, I must say that the subj : €r and supporters of the

i i S ect matter of this resolution is a
question of life and death to the indigenous Assamese people and especially
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as Nowgong is likely to be very much affected if the line system is abo-
lished forthwith. T as a representative of that district stand here to oppose
the resolution as emphatically as I can.

Sir, the Hon’ble Minister has given a lucid exposition as regards the
necessity for introduction of the line system in the districts of the Assam
Valley, but the hon. member Mr. Hockenhull has asked for more light
in the matter, so that the question can be appreciated m its true
and right Perspective.  Sir, it is necessary on my part to add a little to the
history of this line system. My hon. friend Mr. Rupnath Brahma has
spoken ahout the Burmese invasion. I had better go a little _Iurthpr and
refer to an extract from the admirable report of Mr. Mu.l!an in this con-
nection, Sir, he says ‘“Probably the most important event in _the Province
duﬂng the last 25 years, an event, moreover, which seems likely to al.tFr
Permanently the whole future of Assam and to destroy more surely than did
the Bl_lrmcse invaders of 1820, the whole structure of the Assamese culture
and civilisation — has been the invasion of a vast hordes of land hungry
Bengali Immigrants, mostly Muslims, from the districts of Eastern
Bengal and in particular from Mymensingh. The invasion began some-
ume before 1911 »#+ |, 1921 the first crops of the invaders had con-
quered Goalpara, The second army crops which followed them in the
years 192]1-3] has consolidated their position in that district and has
also completed the conquest of Nowgong. The Barpeta subdivision of

\amrup has also fallen to their attack and Darrang is being invaded.
_Slb-‘mgar has so far escaped completely but the few thousand Mymensingias
in  North La.khimpur are an outpost which may, during the next decade
PTOve to be a valuable basis of major operations.

KHAN Samp Mayravr MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: I
want to know, Sir, whether the gentleman who wrote that is a Government
Officer and whether he is still in service?

Sryjur MAHI CHANDRA BORA - This is from the Census Report of
1931 written by Mr. Mullan. 3

MaurLavr MUNAWWARALI: I was just going to give notice of
motion for expunging those remarks.

TaE HoN’BLE THE SPEAKER : That is another matter.

Sryur MAHI CHANDRA BORA: The hon. member is quite at
liberty to do that, Sir, we have no enmity with the immigrants
and we sympathise with them. When they first came we helped “them
and the feeling of uneasiness which Is quite natural at the advent
of a new-comer has been gradually changing into one of accommo-
dation. But, Sir, we also want that they should live in peace and
harmony with the children of the soil. In Every constitution, the interests
of the children of the soil are held to be paramount and jt is for them to
decide what interests they want to retain for themselves. But the irony of
fate s that we the children of the soil have been dictated upon: by some-
body else. Sir, reference has been made in the statement of the mover and
the supporters of the resolution.ab_out the hardship to which the immigrant
population has been put, Thzs_ Iine system is for their own protection ag
well as for the protection of the indigenous people. Sir, what will be the fate
of the people of minority communities — the Lalungs and Gacharies;—-in the
immigrant area who do not know even how to weep if this system is ab
lished forthwith. Already some of the Lalungs and Cacharies haye b 01;
driven from their villages and they have now taken shelter in the forests chr
hope it is not the desire of the House that these people should be driven
out to the sands of the Brahmaputra or the caves of ‘the hills <

: . ey also
want to live,
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Sir, reference has been also made to the Sylheti block in the district of
Nowgong. It was only on the suggestion of the Sylheti settlers then that
this block system was introduced because they were greatly afraid of these
immigrant population coming from Mymensingh. There had been peti-
tions after petitions and an enquiry was held and the Sylhet block was
introduced. Now if the line system is abolished, what would be the fate of
the Sylhet settlers ? - There is still land available in that block and the
Mymensingh immigrants will go to that block and occupy every inch of
land available there. They have been loud in their protest against the abo-
lition of the line system and the reason is obvious. Sir, in the district of
Nowgong there are 40 mauzas and out of these in 21 there are Assamese
with a sprinkling of immigrants here and there and the rest have been
greatly affected by intrusion by immigrants. Now by this line system, a
system of control over settlement of lands, the Assamese people have not
gained as much as they deserve. We have been moving the authorities for
reservation of sufficient lands for our — as well as for permanent settlers’
future expansion and growth but to no effect. All available arable land
have been thrown open for the immigrants inspite of our protest. What
will be the fate of the Assamese people who have been victims year after
year of unrestricted influx of immigrants if no land is reserved for them.
In Nowgong no land is available excepting patches here and patches there
and the people, who are the victims of the recurring floods in the Kapili
valley have been forced to move the authorities of Darrang to give them
lands. Their reply is not encouraging. This is surely a very pitiable
condition.

THE HON’BLE THE SPEAKER : The hon. member’s time is up.

Sryur MAHI CHANDRA BORA :  One word more, Sir. We want to
live asa race and do not want to be effaced from the earth to hide our face
in shame. Itis the duty of the Government and the duty of the House to
protect us the weak and the docile population from further invasion, which
is of far-reaching consequence than the invasion of the Burmese. With
these words, Sir, I oppose the resolution and I hope the House will
register the same fate meted out to this self-same resolution during the
last September session of the old Council.

Mauavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHUR] :
The hon. member has said that, if the Line System is abolished, every inch
of land in the Sylhetti block will be occupied by the I_\/Iymcnsingh settlers.
I do not know if the Government will ccase to function at that time.
I want thatthe hon. member will explain how the Mymensingh people
Wwill occupy every inch of land in the Sylhetti block while there is law in
the land to control such actions.

Tee HoN’BLE THE SPEAKER : Does the hon, member Jike to
answscr e h(}XSI-IMIiOI}_}ip-IANDRA BORA Only 1

RIJUT : nly the avai
will be occupied by the Mymensingh immigranrs, and T}:ﬂbifhwagtculland
settlers resent. SV LU

Sagur HALADHAR BHUYAN : weiefe wgray, TR’ fa nafy w3
fasifes et ok Aaftest etencst af wres system {@lVl) ersfrs wy
@R A7 system (T T3l &ATH TEUE @iw A | RERTIR IR DT I
immigrants Y| A¥TA WiAtAN WifjALe oy | LU fosys aatyen waay
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dida AT weB [ RAata 3B wifea safend oiX 512 oo Ayz w@A
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PAST® W GIT FIAGS (FAM WCAMsA|  Wiowiw 2@ LB 1 A
WA AQEAR T WHE Ve Al eww 1 far @5, aF, 19 GUAGRS
wiF5 WFICs AR AT FTIAR @91 QO 1S WS WA ATTET
%, AfaE, | a1 stfgada 7w AsEF aft ndae | #39 w1 7
sterts fnfa. At wif= stomg afax #1131 wienstas  si3e «fs
@ aFAMfZIR €~ IX ATHER A Wr IR I, RGI 9 | IS
WigA IBF (B1gS) Sredwl wiAisd #q1 Central Assemblyd a3 wifesn —
cetaics @R 8 Central AAfAB® move asfRmfaa? W @8 o+
W At3E @35 =5ipR oA fafire arexf@a W e wpga AfRaEw
=R 3 fofae cetre B F@faee fex?  ofem (stwwe @R Housed
sentiment exploit (A1fIWM ag:waq w3) 133 Fhce 9% st Srgy 2[{e |
CB4ey A (a7 farey g\ wice | 5> FHS AW arzws @NS
wWifgi®1 ) Cord'® @ @F AHfIqFs @Bl wASa Y 3 Housed sentiment
exploit 3fa3 Yfarg—3 IrWfazre wishas 3 |

Tre Hon’sLe THE SPEAKER: The time of the hon. member is
Rearly up.

Srijur HALADHAR BHUYAN : sste(fs 3g/™¥, @308 13 3¢ AAIT9
FE 1 AF @ 1Al Aottt ¢ wgrary ) (1% o1 @ifeq {179 739 AT
afsi st ¢ AfEE fafa® ngzq oA W O3 Bfee Aqwm,  qEHRA
7AAS (A2 FI9H Opas 35 @, cofewl oAy oy s frasfre face
WU NS 731k NMfF I/ <fafen |  fSF @& WA 3392 ATITS, T&
w1 31, Astfe Fwatra, g8 stiafafas nam  IbB2® AtF fra nerfs
A4, WY $313 fE9AS cconomya sete i3 TR | C(AAS LawarmfEm
w13 141G economy 375 | (¥g mover WF 7T 7IM f1 I\ 3w
wis facts 1% figures f? (Al s41 cwj@ A2 1 O’ nw pifw o
fqar{z® (¥ sense of the House §izs  78%[ea (W idta oitF fastag | ©F
§@afaq =14 #7193 facts and figures ¥-{3 ) (SRi< Bt T
facts and figures @313 M1 cstoa | AW ARl fafarg 73 w4
F3 ATAN | (AT AR A @R 4 WIR[Y @ cSrars AIA
sentiment 3f ST AF4I4 qf31 exploited NGWs A27 1 @3 -3\ a4 o5

78 @ A%IIT f[FE{639 3] |

Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA :
tion. I think I should not say much on it

Sir, I'rise to oppose the resolu=

. ! _ as much has already been said
against the resolution for abolition of the *line system” by many hon. mem-

bers very clearly and very emphatically. 1 think the House is by rthis - time
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fully convinced of the serious troubles that are likely to occur if this line sys-
tem is abolished, and which are being experienced even inspite of the existence
of ]thc present “line system’. In this connection allow me to touch a few
points which have not yet been touched. Here I beg leave to quote a few
lines from the report of Mr. Mukherjee the then Deputy Commissioner.
He reported thus :—*“Boundary lines had to be fixed restraining the immi-
grants from occupying lands near Assamese villages by trespass or purchase,
but even these steps were often found to be inadequate to protect the Assam-
ese villagers. Many immigrants had to be punished with fines and eject-
ments, sometime, with the assistance of the Police.”
= 4 Sir, these are the reasons which led the Government to introduce the
“line system’ whereby lands were demarcated for immigrants and the local
people. Subsequently this system actually proved salutary to both the
communities. Last Census Report also corroborates this. When one hon.
member was speaking on the subject I once took my stand to know on a
point of information what the hon. mover of the resolution meant by
immigrants. Am I to understand that he means by immigrants the Mymen-
singhia people alone ? So far my information goes there are 6} lakhs of
ex-tea garden coolies in Assam, 1,52,000 Nepalese and lakhs of Nunias and
other foreigners now living in Assam. Do they not come under the cate-
gory of “immigrants” ? Tf they do come, should we not take into considera-
tion their case also while thinking of the interests of the Mymensinghia
settlers ?  Sir, many of us are aware that inspite of the existence of the
present “line system™ there have been constant frictions arising from undue
s:ncroacl‘lments and oppression by the immmigrants on the local people living
in the villages covered by the ‘“line system™, as a result of which many
Assamese villagers had to abandon their villages and go to settle in some
parts of Mangaldai Subdivision and other places in a more secured position.
Now let me come to present demands of the indigenous people for land.

I think hon. members are aware of a resolution that is going to be moved, if
tume permits, at this session, recommending the formation of an enquiry
committee to find out the root cause of repeated occurrence of the Kapili
floods and to adopt measures against it. In their apprehension of facing
rqpcated calamities arising from the Kapili floods the people of this wvast
area by the side of the Kapili river are now seeking lands elsewhere.
. NOW turning to the problem of unemployment in Assam, I beg to say
tlﬁat 1t has become a burning question which requires prompt attention of
t ?i Gﬁovernment. Sir at Nowgong, I know there is one Association started
‘tl;lbzl the name of Unemployed Youths’ Association. Anybody who wants
& Pa;‘lgcgn-bcfl of this Association has to pay Rs.5, and in spite of having
Brlands .th:-n tlﬁsc days of hardship, there are lots of applications applying
Deputy Gomgﬁg_ this association. The Association recommends to the
e ssioner the cases of some of these enlisted members for lands.

ony has already been started about thr iles fi 50
plots of Tands har s : ree miles from Nowgong and

A S have been settled with 50 vyouths with lifications
But this has not met with the dema d ! S e
many of who ; sk nds of the unemployed educated youths,
~ m are still pressing for such land. There ar h ricul tu-
ral schemes going to be moved to solve th O
which purpose suffic; 4 ve the problem of unemployment for

> cient land will be required.

immigxr'gii’slx-f}‘?;r? the House that there are some people amongst the
Ao Tk e 1?\? settlec_l_‘hcre permanently for many years and who do
(Rt T Fs :,11 0 [IIC |aboltt1on of the line system at present. They say
R e B B Iem 1ashP1-cve11teq the new immigrants from occupying ail

: Wwaste lands of the province, thereby keeping in reserve some lands
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for future expansion of the present population, both Assamese and the
immigrants. They also say that they will gradually be absorbed into the
Assamese fold and in time the line system will naturally go.

Recently T had to make a move on behalf of the depressed classes before
the Commissioner, Assam Valley Division, when he paid a visit to Nowgong.
I had to lead a deputation whose prayer was to give them some lands. The
most difficult problem is with that of the Kaibarta community. Now, Sir,
their very profession has been taken away. Formerly they could earn their
livelihood by catching fish alone, but that is not the case with them now.
Now on account of hard competition with the fishermen coming from Jessore
and other places and of the fact that the fisheries have been captured by other
caste people, they have practically lost their old profession. They can no long-
er maintain themselves with the little income from fishing. So now they have

no other means than to take to cultivation. Formerly as they could manage
themselves somehow with this profession they did not care for “lands. And

that is why they are in such pitiable condition to-day. So it is incumbent
on Government to provide them with lands.

With these words, Sir, T oppose the resolution.

Srjur OMEO KUMAR DAS: Sir,
resolution, T have to say at the outset that I am a Congress man, I have
been working in the Congress, which aims at communal unity. I have no
feeling of antipathy for the immigrants. I have no communal bias against
any race or against any class. While working in the Congress, I cannot
ignore the necessity of the protection to the minorities and Congress claims
to look for the protection of the minorities. This line system is- not a res-
trictive measure.  Itis rather a protective measure for the Lalungs and

Kacharis. The line system, as I have heard from my hon. friend Srijut

Rohini_Kumar Chaudhuri was introduced in 1924 by Mr. Thomas as a
protective measure.

_ 1t was for the benefit of the immigrants as well as for
the Assamese. While considering this resolution moved by my f{riend
Maulavi Munawwarali we cannot ignore several facts, We have got to con-
sider what is the acreage of land stili lying within the immigrant arca. I
learn from the Land Revenue Administration Reports that in Mangaldai out
of a total area of 80,940 bighas of land thrown open to immigrants, the
immigrants have taken up land of about 40 thousand bighas. This can be

seen from the following figures they took 409 bighas ofland in 1931-32. In
1932-33 they took 841 bighas of land. In 1933.34 they took 10,861 bighas.
In 1934-35 they took 10,615 bighas. Altogether they took 40 thousand bighas
of land in Mangaldai. In Nowgong, leaving aside the areas previously
thrown open, in 1931-32, the total area thrown open to immigrants was
1,10,498 bighas, 52,266 bighas were settled up to 1936. The Commissioner
of the Assam Valley in his report for 1932 writes why more lands could not
be settled w1th_ immigrants. He remarks that the inability to pay the pre-
mium and tl.xcu‘ unwillingness to leave the river side, stand in the way of
their cxpansion. We should consider this fact. Owing to the fall in the
price of jute and trade depression they could not pay their premium and we
understand from_ Land Revenue Administration Reports that the premium
rate of Rs.25 which was to be paid in three instalments—Rs.2 on the allotment
of land, Rs.3 on settlement and Rs.20 of annual faltta on the settlement of
the periodic patia ;was reduced. The second Fist of Rs.3 which was due at
that time was reduced to Re_.1~8. But owing to trade depression the immi-
grants could not pay even this premium rate, and it was reduced to annas
cight. The immigrants had under the colonisation schemes 1o difficulty in
having lands, and lands were still lying vacant in immigrants areas. Moreover

I am standing to oppose this
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we have got to consider another economic factor:—Firstly, density 9f‘
population in Assam and secoundly the fragmentation of holdings in
many parts. I have got to quote from the report of Mr. Rhodes
who was the Settlement Officer in the district of Sibsagar during the
last scttlement operation. Making an. economic survey of the whole
district he remarks on the fragmentation of holdings, *“The tendency
towards disintegration is ripe in many parts of the district especially
where land is not available for extension of cultivation. An Assamese
clings tenaciously to his paternal home and shrinks from immigrating
to another Mauza or Subdivision. Population has increased and at the
same time individuality demands more scope, the result being to sepa-
rate from the joint family and to make partition. In the oldest and
most densely populated villages, for instance, the Muhammadan villages
of the centrall Golaghat, the resulting situation is seen at its worst,
since holdings have become so small as to be below economic level.
The remedy lies in ready emigration of the younger ones to other
arts.”
5 Now the fragmentation of holdings has increased and it con-
stitutes the real cconomic problem. We have now got to consider
this economic problem. Many of my hon. friends have brought to the
notice of the House that population has increased. There is density of
pupulation in many parts. For example in Uparbag Mauza in the district
of Kamrup the density is over a thousand ; in Bahjani it is more than 800
and in many other Mauzas. We have now got to reserve our land
for the future growth of the population and as such I think my hon. friend
Maulayi Munawwarali and his supporter Maulavi Abdul Matin Chaus
dhuri do not want that all lands should be settled with the immigrants with-
out reserving lands for the future growth of population. He has made a
charge ag?ilfst thcf (%longress.thatt Congress was looking on while the
ine of houses of the immigrants were going on ; but I s} ;
g;:n;ﬂznd Maulavi Abdul Matin Chaudhuri wha_t’hc was d;?x?édw}?;]ﬁ
the burning Of houses were going on in the immigrant areas. He
was then in the Central Assembly and what he was doing there
AV ABDUL MATIN. CHAUDHURL: T anaong 5
provincial subject.
SRIjUT OMF:O KUMAR DAS: I am told that law and order is
a provincial subject and as such he could not do anything. Here T beg
to remind the House that while at Biswanath in Darrang district some
immigrants Villages were burnt down, my friend Srijut Mahadey
Sarma brought several questions in the Council and I hope ‘th h
members will please look up for the proceedings of the Apsm eL e
lative Council. Tt was probably in 1925. (4 wice——manrth‘nlz eTg;ls-
houses of the immigrants as well as the houses of the Asza anks.) 1t:
were burnt down. In Nowgong and Tezpur HiCscansaps
PUr many Assamese villaces
were also burnt down. Congress has always protested ai =
lent and inhuman, methods since 1930 Congress has he against these vio-
legislature, They were busy in the civil disobedie e on TRty
Were busy in ﬁghting fOl‘ thc indcpendence Of Tndi.l 36& ]."],'lovcmﬁnt. ThCY
time not in the legislature to e : india.  Congress was at that_
Abdul Matin Chaudhuri was in the Lo s s et ol
. : : g 4CZ Ve Assembly and we were not
lg di_(; icg1sl£2.u11e. We were then rotting injails. I do ?mt want to detain
the tiousc any longer and I don’t think any useful purpose would be served
by instituting 2 Committee of Enquir The C P u 3 -
only ascertain how many plots of | Y. 1¢ Coommittee of Enquiry wi
¥ plots of land have been reserved and how many

L
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have been taken by the immigrants,
Penetrate into the interior,

would like to have richer alj
provided with richer soil on

The immigrants do not want to
Thatis the difficulty with them. Every one
uvial soil but how every one of them can be
the banks of the river). Sir, with these few
words, T beg to oppose this resolution and I hope my hon. friends in this
House will also cast their votes against it.

MaurLavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY - My hon.
friend Mr. Omeo Kumar Das says that he is supporting the causc of the
minority communities in Assam. The Muhammadans are in minority. SOf
I beg to ask why he as a Congress member does not support the cause o
Muhammadans,

MR. F. W. HOCKENHULL : There are two issues before the Hqt;si:c—i—f
whether to Support the Committee of enquiry or the resolution. I think,

an assurance is given that a Committee of enquiry would be formed, then

the mover of the resolution can withdraw his resolution. : i
THE HoN’BLE TaE SPEAKER : As assurance has been given by the
Hon’ble R evenuye Mini

I ster that he will inquire into the matter ; may I know
if he withdraws his resolution, . : ;
SRIJU'I‘ DEBESW SARMA May I know whether it is going to
be an official committee or un-official committee or a mixed one ?

THE HoN’BLE Ty SPEAKER : There will be both official -'md_ ?Onj
official members, T € question is that if the Hon’ble Revenue Minister
informs the House

about the nature of the Committee then will the Congress
party consider that ?

SrRijur  GOPI NATH BARDOLOI - The resolution has not been
withdrawn., The moyep should make a statement that the resolution wili
be wisthdrawn.

RIJuT DEBESW
SITA Committee Sy
been raised op, the
to the vitality of t
and Indian unity

awing Room,

SARMA: Ona point of personal CXPlanatlgn’
of enquiry will not simply do. The question that _af
floor of the House is a very important one angl 1t goes 1n
he whole nation. We may be talking of Indian frccdcc?lr_ll
and we haye yettogo far to reach that big All-India
. But we mys; also put our own house in order and sce
that our Cottage is not SWept awa A bankrupt Government whlc'h has
no plan for the development of thy' ation cannot hold on long without
B el octriment to the gove d'3 rI,Lt must sce that the race or races of
which it takes Charge docre ra?ned -thrivc Andiforthatithe Govcrnmf-:nt must
lay down well thought ¢+ glan All these are considerations which will
prove too much for , Committee a5 indicated by the Hon’ble Minister.
S0 now WE say that the Proposal for a Committee for enquiry is not forma]l_y
before this House apg Weshall give due consideration if and when this
comes up. :

Knan BAHADUR_ Mauray, KERAMAT ALI: Sir, the question of
APPOiTigs Comrmttf:e 112y be discussed after the decision whether the
resolution would he Withdrayyy, ot Rt

MR HOGKENHULL! Sir, it seems to us that prolonging the
debate is mere waste of time.  We are not arriving  at  any conclusion in
regard to the plain issues, There are two plain issues before the House.
THE HON’BL_E THE SPEAKER - The hon. member should decide now
the course of action he is going to take whether he is going to withdraw the
resolution or put it to the vote. Now, as Mr. Hockenhull hag pointed out,
the prolonging of the debate, would throw no new light. I have listened
carefully to all the hon, members who have spoken and T fee] many of the
speeches have been more or Jess repetitions of the same arguments. If the
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= o . ts are
debate cannot be turned into any new line, and if the sameha!i%:;ﬂ‘:?ncmbcr
to be repeated, I think the debate should be closed. The hon.
should come to a decision now.

KuaN Sans Mavravi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN C_HAUDHURI: L
has said already he is not going to withdraw the resolution.

Mr. NABA KUMAR DATTA: We want to hear that from the hons
mover himself,

Mauravi MUNAWWARALI: Sir, I feel bound to make a statement
about this. BTG

THE Hon’sLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR GHAUDH}? R[:{atusl‘g’ ol?‘Cf?ﬁz
he comes to a decision may I just say a word abouC LS nclusion.
Committee—that may help my hon. friend to_come to 2 f;?:io' et
can tell the House that most of the members will be non-o C}ats. as well
will be only one official, who will act as Secretary to the Committee .
as a member. All the other members will be mem_bers of t_he House. colia

MavLavi MUNAWWARALI: Sir, my difficulty in coming ‘0 2
decision was this, I had a party mandate to press this resolutlonatcdly
division ; but in the light of appeals that had been made to me rcg;’:c R
I was thinking if it would not be better to continue the debate to the party.
available day so that I could in the meantime placethe mattcg to cF;:o i
and have a discussion with the Hon’ble Revenue Minister and com
decision.

Tue Hon’sLe THE SPEAKER : I am afraid for the pUrpasc 0151 a}jﬁﬁ
ing the hon. member to come to a decision as to whether he s (.)tlkll Ydebate
draw the resolution or to put it to the vote. 1 cannot adjourn theg )
If the hon. member can give me an assurance that new facts arguments fer
be put forward, I shall consider ; otherwise I am ready to sit up
5-30' p.m., to close the debate. 1

MauLavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Sir, I beg leave of the
House to express my views as regards the problem that is rolling sbifor‘;_
the House now. Sir, this is a very unhappy day because to us the 5th o
the month is a unhappy onc. The problem before the House 1s so
controversial that we had to spend four hours or more for it :

Sir, we have been directed by the Hon’ble Speaker that unless we ga_m
put forward certain new facts it is no use to proceed with the dePatc.H e
the only thing to which I want to invite the attt_intlon qf the Hon’ble ouls;:
is the past history of the country, I mean India. This country was t}d
abode of invasion of many tribes and many classes of pet_)ple of the world,
not only from East Asia but also from Europe and Continent. 3

THe Hon’sLe tHE SPEAKER: This we heard from the secon
speech on the debate. :

MavLavi MUNAWWARALLI : Sir, I can assure you that very impor-
tant new facts will be brought forward for consideration of the House if the
debate is adjourned to-day.

A Mauravi ASHRAF UDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY : It is going to be
ate.,
MaAuLAvy ABDUR RAHMAN : Let me finish, Sir.

[Then there were interruptions from different sides of the House and

the hon. member resumed his seat and stood up again.] ; :
THe How'sie tar SPEAKER : The hon. member should finish his
speech without

C pPaying any heed to interruptions. I shall wait till he
finishes.
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Mavravi ABDUR RAHMAN : I was spea<ing, Sir, that if we turned back
to the past history of the country we would find that most of the people were
1ot originally inhabitants of this country ; they came here and they ‘'made
this country their permanent residence. This history is being repeated in
fssam. Thesc immigrants, though they are not originally the people of
Assam, have come from the neighbouring province of Bengal not very far from
this province, - But'should we make any geographical demarcation P WF
SI_IOUId look into the matter with a broader outlook, from the Indian point of
View. We should not Jook upon immigrant as people of another part ' of the
world. Only it is the geographical demarcation that has kept them apart and
these Bengalis have come to be known as immigrants—a class separate frorg
€ Assamese, This does not seem to be very reasonable at 'thls ad\{anﬁc
Stage of political Jife of the country. Sir, another thing that str.jkcs me 18 that

¢ line system is allowed to remain and further flow of immigration is
Stopped thcn-thcsg people who a e already here will be prohibited from
allowing  their generations to euter Assam. We have heard from the hon.
members, who have spoken on behalf of the immigrants that their popula-
tion is increasing. - 5 that in places where the immigrants  have al-
ready settled and if this line-system remains, with the future increase of POPuf‘_
; : much difficulty. They will be put to various sorts O
Sitiiculties for want of land.
o s much criticism has been made by my friend Mr. Abdur Rouf that
thc Policy of the Government in this connection was not good. The  policy
at was adopted by Government about this line-system was in my opinion
. 2 step-motherly policy. They said 'that they wanted to safeguard the

Interests of the minority communities. But first the immigrants I do not

l: came in very large numbers, and they were actually in -a minority, 6@
Where was the necessity of the Government to introduce this inequitous line-
?L)r’ftCm. It Pas been said that this was necessary in view of the remarks' in

I Mullan’s (the Gensus Officer) Report. But I do not think Mr. Mullan
gauged the situation accurately,
~ The Assembly was adjourned to 2 p.m. on Friday, the 6th August 1937.

Shillong,

A. K. BARUA.
4th September 1937,

Secretary, Assam Legisia_tiva Assembly.
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