Proceedings of the Second Session of the First Assam Legislative
Assembly assembled under the provisions of the Government of

India Act, 1935

The Assembly met at the Assembly Chamber, Shiflng, at 11 am. on Tuesday, tha
o 31st August 1937

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

STARRED QUESTIONS

-,

Establishment of a Medical School at Sylhet

Basu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI asked :

*269. -‘Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) Whether Government propose to start the Medical School
at Sylhet immediately ?

(&) If the answer is in the affirmative, what will be the approxi-
mate date of opening the school ?

(¢) Is it a fact that public opinion strongly demands the starting
of the school at once ?

(d) Whether it is a fact that existence of only one school in the
whole province at one corner is absolutely inadequate to
serve the medical needs of the province ?

Tue HoN’BLE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

269. (a)—The reply is in the negative.
(b)—Does not arise. : ;
(¢)—The public of Sylhet naturally desire the school to be started
as soon as possible. S
(d)—This is a matter on which the present Government have not
yet come toa conclusion, - .
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Mavravt ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUD :
: MD. H : i
not properly accurate, Sir. Is it nota fact that If){}l};m ogillﬂ;gcs:ffrlx}él;

dcmz’tlz"lds l}f;c starting of the school at once ?
e Hon’sLe Rev. J. J. M. NIGHOLS-ROY: Ih
that the public of Sylhet naturally wants the school to I)ci\tr;rta(:ge;l:(i yoriiiwd

Representation of Mayamoria Communities in different Services
of Government -

Sryjur LAKHESVAR BAROOAH asked :

%970, (a) Isita f: / ; (et~ ater

273&(”) Dc:r = II]Gt that t_hc I\Iayamox:la community, i.c., the disciples
of Am'l'u ms a considerable section of the population of Lakhim-
pur, Sibsagar, Darrang and Nowgong districts ?

e (&).I_s it a fact that the community is not represented in the
ministerial services 1n the offices of the Deputy Commissioners, Executive
Engineers and SLIIJFI"ntCnd_GntS of Police of those districts ?

¢) If s0, do Government propose to provide for adequate repres
e community in these services ?

Stk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA

re lied :
2 270. {(a); (6) and (¢)—Governnient have no figures to show the number
mmunity in the districts or scrvices mentioned. As

; ria co
f the Mayamott :
< b-caste of the Assam Valley Hindus, they are treated as part ot
public services.

they 35 2 B ity for ¢l : .
that community for the purposc of representation In the sel
SrijuT LAKHESVAR BAROOAH: Will the Hon’ble Minister please

of that community if the figure of their population is SUpP-

Sarvip Stx MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
¢ of this community
Hindu

senta tion of th

Tue HON’BLE MAULAVI SAIYID

co
= im -

Pth’IEfIE HoN’BLE MAULAVI

Afraid, Sir, it will not be justifiable to take the cas

there are many number of sub-castcs among the

m
- .1ly becaus¢ b :
sp‘::’:; u¥1i€Y’ and it is very difficult to take each separate sub-caste into cOn~
ifdcration for purposc of service. .
Non-realization of Agricult aral lomat
Mauzavi-ABDUL AZIZ adked : =, ‘
w971, Does the Iiion !ile Minister in charge propose to order for the non-
Jization tC_'f; ﬁg;lgsp?:r? loan altogether in consideration of the economic
:¢ion of the + : .
0BG HoN'BLE SR ROMIND KOMAIRCHAUDHURI replic T
a7l o Il\l:lem eris referred to the reply given to question
N 88(4) asked by Maulavi Munawwar Ali in the current session of e
0. :
1 - .
Asscmb Y parrang Raj Court of Wards Estate

SUAJLE NARAYAN DEV asked :
KUM‘? 11‘{ “(r}}?»;imn_s:x_lt ber pleased to state—

(@) ether it is a fact that contrary to Government orders the
Manager of the Darrang Raj Court of Wards Estate usually
dela;y]s th;:; payment of allowance to the proprietors ?

0 Whet Fr I: ¢ premium income (Nazar) of the estate z;ccruing
out of the giving of settlement of lands to the immi t
has fallen beyond expectation ? RTeART
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{c) Whether proper accounts of Nazar, Salamis and sale proceeds
of the forest produce are properly kept in the said Court of
Wards office ?

(d) Whether the accounts are nat yet theroughly audited by any
competent authority ?

{e) Whether a portion of the “Khamar” lands is scttled with a
Mymensinghia tenant by the Manager on the face of the
opposition of the proprietors ? s

(/) Whether “Sanban Kar” is collected by the Bijni Raj Wards
Estate authority on different basis from different persons ?

Tre Hon’sLe SrRijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replieq -

272. (a)—There has been no unusual delay. Some delay is unayvoig
ble owing to the bills having to come through Manager and Sub-divisig
Officer before being passed by the Deputy Commissioner.

(6)—There has been no premium system hitherto,
has always been nil.

(¢)—Accounts of sale proceeds of forest produce are Properly kept,
There are no receipts from Nazar and Salami.

(d)—Under rule 157, audit by the Examiner of Locq Fohd
Accounts is not necessary, as the demand does not exceed Rs. 50,000, The
office has been thoroughly inspected by the Deputy Commissioner.,

(6)—No “Khamar” land is settled with any Mymensinghig_

a=-
nal

s¢ the income

tenant. -
(f )—The rates imposed from pre-court times vary jp different
localitics.
Mauravi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI ; (/) What is the sanction of
law behind it ? .
The Hon’sie Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CGHAUDHURT - Well, sip
am unable to give any information on this subject. 2 >

Mavravi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Am I not clear, iy » I
want to know what is the sanction of law behind “Sanban Kar» » :

Tue HoN’BLE SryjuT ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDIIURT . T ara :
Prepared to discuss a legal question. L

MavLavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: How does the ostate reqal;
this “Sanban Kar” ? 18¢
Tue Hon'sLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURT . sIh
said, Sir, the rates have been Imposed from pre-court times, ang the ane
continuing, “HACY are

MavLavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: I want to know how &
legality of imposing such a (ax can be supported ? S

I'ne Hon’sLE SrIjuT ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURT . Wil the

On. member please repeat ?

MAuravr MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: I want to know the
tion of law behind this system of “Sanban Kar” within these States ﬁnc-
does these states realise this, and under what law and what authority' 5 oW

TrE HoN’BLE SRijutr ROHIN] KUMAR CHAUDHUR] . £ L
said I am not prepared to discuss the legal aspect of the question L. ave
these rates have been realised from pre-court times, and I think ;;
the sanctity of law being based on long-established custom,
3 Kuan Samiz MAuravy MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHU
May we know who is the Manager ? Is he a Government servang rRaIx:

hr gt . =5
outsi%cgﬁ Hon’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHyRy .
Manager of the £ijni Estate is a Government servant, whose Serviceg }Fhe
been lent. ave
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Mavravi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Is it legal to realise such
a tax on the part of the estate ? ;

Tue Hon'sLe THE SPEAKER : That question has been practically
answered.

Maviavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: That is not a complete
answer, Sir. ‘The Hon’ble Minister has said that they are realised from pre-
court times, and sanctioned by usage. Isthe Council of Ministry going to
Tursue the same policy even now ? z

Tue Hox'sLe  Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: That
policy will be continued until a different decision is arrived at by a Court

of Law.

Mavravi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI : May I know the attitude
of the Council of Ministry with regard to this question ? Do they not think
that this is an unjust tax ?

Trae Hox’sLe Seijur ROHINTI KUMAR CHAI..JDHURI : Govern-
ment only represents the proprietors of the estate in this -matter.

Mavuravi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURI: (d) Isit a fact
that auditing by the Deputy Commissioner or his subordinate officers, of
estates whose income is less than Rs. 50,000 is not satisfactory ?

Tue Hon’ere Srijur ROHINT KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Wc have
no reason to come to this conclusion.

Kumar AJIT NARAYAN DEV : Is it a fact that some of the privileged
tenants, who were allowed by the proprietors to render service in licu of
rent, were forced by the Manager to pay in cash ?

Tue Hon’eLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR ((HAUDHURI: I have no
information. If the hon. member desires, I will give him the information.

Mauravi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: (¢) May I know how
“ Khamar ” land came out ?

Tue Hon’sLE SryjuT ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I think,
Sir, I would require notice of that question. The original question was
*“ whether a portion of the ¢ Khamar ’ lands is settled with a Mymensinghia
tenant by the Manager on the face of the opposition of the proprietors” ?

The reply is “ No ¢Khamar’ land is settled with any Mymensinghia
tenant .

Mauravi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI : Sir, I would quote section
95 of the Goalpara Tenancy Act to show that * Sanban Kar ” is an illegal
tax.

Tue Hon’BLE Srijutr ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI1: We are
now in question No. (e), Sir, regarding ¢ Khamar ’ lands. :
Mauvravi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Howdid ¢ khamar’ landg
come out ? :
Tue Hon’sre Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I do not
understand the question.
Tur Hon'sLe THE SPEAKER : The hon. member should put his
uesti . ; <
4 esl\/?ﬂufiﬁbf\dUHAMMAD AMJAD ALIL: The origin of ‘ Khamar”
Iands, Sir ?
True Hon’sre Srijur ROHINT KUMAR CHAUDHURT: (No answer, )
Mauravi MUHAMMAD AMJAD A.LI :  Sir, fo_r s}_lowmg the unjusti-
fiable nature of ¢ Sanban kar ” and its illegal realisation, T would refer
to section 95 of the Goalpara Tenancy Act, which reads as follows ;—
‘“ All impositions upon a tenant for the use fmd occupation of the lands of
his tenancy, in addition to the actual rent, w}uch are not‘spcwal‘ly al_thorised
Ly this Act, or by any other Act or Regulation for the time being in force®
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shall be illegal and all stipulations and reservations for the payment of “such
shall be void . So I want to know what steps the Ministry intend to take
with regard to ‘¢ Sanban kar » ?

THgE Hox~’sLE Sryjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : As I have
alveady said it is a complicated legal question how far the existence of a
long-established usage affects the law. I take it that the local authorities are
convinced that the lJaw in this in tance has been overridden by long-estab-
lished usage. e : s 5 T

Mavravi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: 1ls 1 2 policy

Tue Hon’BLE SrRyuT ROHINII KUMAR CHAUDHURI: No, it is -
not a question of policy. : : B

Tur How'sLE THE SPEAKER : The hon. member says it is illegal but
Government do not admit that,

Kumar AJIT NARAYAN DEV: Have Government received any

representation from the members of the Darrang Raj family with regard to
“ Khamar * lands ?

Tue Hox'sLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I do not

remember to have received such a rcprescntation.

Number of estates advertised for sale and number of warrants for
attachment of movable properties

Srijur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA asked :

#9273, Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge be pleased to state the num-
ber of estates advertised for sale and the number of warrants for attachment
of movable propertics in 1933-34, 1934-35, 1935-36 and in 1936-37 (up #o
date) in Goalpara, Kamrup, Darrang, Nowgong, Sibsagar and Lakhimpur
Districts for default of payment of land revenue ?

Tue Hon’BLE SRJUT ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

273.—The hon. member is referred to columns 5 and 7 of Appendix
VT of the Reports on the Land Revenue Administration for the years 1933
to 1936. The figures for the year 1936-37 are not yet available.

Members of the Assam Provincial Service
Mauravi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY asked :
*274. (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge be pleased to lay on the

table a statement showing the number of persons, other than the natives

of the province, holding posts in the varjous departments in the Assam Pro-
vincial Seivice at present ? :

() How many of these officers are domiciled in the province ?

Tue Hon'BLE Mauravi Sarvio Sik MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

274. (a) and (b)—Government regret they cannot supply the informa-
tion, which would involve the examination of a number of dividual cases
cxtending  back over many years and a great amount of labour.,
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Mavravi ABDUR RAHMAN : May I know whether there are sorie
otitsiders employed under the Government of Assam ?

Tuee Hon’BLE MavLavi Sarvip SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
The question was as regards people domicifed in Assam, and the supple-
mentary question refers to outsiders. Yes, there are some. y

MavrLav: Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY - Will
the Hon’ble Minister in charge be pleased to give prcf'cgcncc to the people

3 j subdivision in regard to appointments to these posts ?

o Su'il['l;r; %—Iacr)":]v’rsr-lr.l,E It;:m'mw Sarvip St MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -
h tion arise, Sir ?
Dol\c;AthAc\lfl:csAlBDéR RAHMAN : May I know whether Government will
top this practice ?
3 an HEpI?ION’BLE Mauvravr Sarvip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
As far as practicable Government will give preference to the indigenous
people.

Number of pérsons dealt with under the Assam Criminal Amend-
ment Act, 1936

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED asked :

*275. Will the Hon’ble Judicial Minister be pleased to state :—-
(a) The number of persons who have been dealt with under the
Assam Criminal Amendment Act, 1936 ?
(6) The number of persons who are still under detention without
trial under the said Act ? :
(d) Whether the Hon’ble Minister proposes to tzke steps for the
repeal of the said Act and for the release of detenus, if any ?

Tre Hon’sLe Mauravi Saivin Sir. MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

275. (a)—The hon. member probably refers to the Assam  Criminal
Law Ameridment Act (I11 of 1934), and not to the amending Act (II of
1936) which deals with the commiencentent, extent, etc. of the main Act.

The number of persons dealt with under the Act (ILT of 1934) since it
came into force is 21.

(b)—At present there are two persons detained in  and  one
externed from Assam under the Act (II1 of 1934).

{(d)—No. The cases of all detenus are reviewed from time to time,
and appropriate orders passed.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALY AHMED: Am I to understand that
Government is not prepared to repeal this Act ?

Tne Hon’sLE Mauravi Saryio Sik MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
I have said many times on the floor of this House that the cases of thege
people  will be considered in October. :

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED ;. My question is not with regard
to the cases of persons. I want to know whether Government will take
the Initiative for repealing this Act ?

Tue HoNBLE MAuLAvVY Sarvip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
T have also replied that Government do not want to repeal the Act.
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Free supply of Government publications to the Curzon Hall Library,
Gauhati

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED asked :

*276. Is it a fact that the Curzon Hall Library at Gauhati does not get-
a free supply of all Government publications ? If so, will Government
be pleased to state :— :
(a) whether Government publications such as reports, etc. of
administrative departments are meant for circulation and
the public libraries are the best medium of such circulation ;
(b) whether the Curzon Hall Library at Gauhati is not one of

the premier public libraries in Assam ;
(¢) whether large number of Government annual reports and
other publications remain unsold every year ; i

(d) whether the free supply of Government publications to the
said library was given sometime ago ;

(e) what considerations and reasons actuated Government to

~ discontinue the said free supply for the past few years ;

(/) whether the Secretary to the Curzon Hall Library approached
the Government of Bengal and the Government of India for
a free supply of their respective publications and that both
thesc Governments were prepared to do so provided the
application was recommended by the Government of
Assam ;

(¢) whether the Secretary to the Curzon Hall Library approach-
ed the Government of Assam for the requisite recommenda-
tion in the matter and for a free supply of their own publi-
cations on several occasions ;

(k) whether on every occasion the representation and the request
of the Secretary in both the matters were turned down 5

(i) whether Government are now prepared to make the necessary

recommendation and to give a free supply of their own
publications ?

Tre Hon’sLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

276.—Yes.

(a)—Some Government publications are meant for circulation
and some are not. Whether libraries are the best medium of circulation is
a matter of opinion.

. . (b)—Government are prepared to take it from the hon. member
that this is so.

(¢)-—No. A few copies only are kept for future requirements,
(d)—Yes, for some years till 1931,

(€)—As a measure of retrenchment.

(f), (g) and (h)—Yes. The applications were not forwarded as
was considered unlikely that the Government of India and the Government
of Bengal would agree to a free supply of the publications, since the Assam
Government has itself to pay for publications received from those Govern-
ments.

()—No. Government regret that- they are unable at present to
do so. :
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Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : May I know how much will
it cost Government to supply free copies to the Curzon Hall Library ?

Tue Hon’sLe Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: TIam
unable to give the information. '
, M. FAKHRUDDIN ALl AHMED: Can we have a rough idea of
the cost ?

Tue How’sre Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I will
require notice of that question.

Cotton College, Gauhati

Mgr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED asked :

#277. (I) Is it a fact that therc is no provision for teaching (i) Botany
in B.A. classes, (ii) Physiology and (iif) Geology in Cotton College at

Gauhati ? : :
(II) Ifso, will the Hon’ble Minister of Education be pleased

to state—

(a) Whether it is not a serious disadvantage to the Assamesc
students that they are not given facilities for taking up one
or other of these subjects ?

(b) Whether there is always'a large number of Assamese students
available who desire to offer one or other of these subjects
in their course of, study ?

(¢) Whether there is a strong public demand in Assam to open
out classes in these subjects ?

(d) Whether the Hon’ble Minister is aware of the fact that
the course of study in Medical Cullege at Calcutta is pro-
posed to be curtailed by one year and it is contemplated
that only those I.Sc. candidates who have passed in Physio-
logy will be allowed admission in the Medical College ?

(¢) Whether for reasons given in (d) the Assamese students
desiring to pursue medical course in Medical C llege will not
be hampered and suffer a great disadvantage if classes in
Physiology are not opened in Cotton College, Gauhati ?

(f) Whether the provision for teaching Botany in B. A. classes
will not be of assistance to the scheme of Citrus culture ?

(¢) Whether in view of the nature of the provincea study in
Botany and Geology is necessary and useful ?

(h) Whether the Hon’ble Minister proposes to open the classas
in these subjects at an early date ?

#278. Will the Hon’ble Minister of Education be pleased to state —
(a) The number of seats available for students in (i) I.Sc. and

() B.Sc. classes in Cotton College, Gauhati ?

(6) Whether it isa fact that . more students than the number
of seats available in I.Sc. and B.Sa. classes have been
aprlying for admission in the College ?

(c) Whether there is a strong public demand for the increase
of seats in these classes ?

(d) Whether the Hon’ble Minister proposes to increase the
number of seats in the I.Sc. and B.Sc. classes in  the Cotton
College, Gauhati, at an early date ;if so, when and to
what extent.
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The Hox’LE SHAMS-UL-ULaMA Maurana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied : ;

277, (I)—Yes.

(II)(a)—Yes, as regards Botany. ; o

(b)—Yes, as regards Botany. No applications for permission to
take Physiology or Geology have been received, but some Assam scholars
have taken these subjects in Colleges in Bengal.

(¢)—Government believe thereis a demand for Botany. :

(d)—There is a proposal to alter the regulations for the M. B.
Examination but it is not contemplated that I. Sc. candidates who have not
passed in Physiology will not be allowed admission into Medical Colleges.

e)— No.

(( ))—Thc Citrus culture scheme will employ a few experts
only and the teaching of Botany in Cotton College cannot be said to have
much connection with it. ; >

)—The question appears to ask for the expression of opinion.
Obviously the study of Botany and Geology is not necessary for all students
though it would be useful to some. :

(A) —When funds are available. ;

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: May I know from the Hon’ble
Minister whether it is a fact that preference will be given only to those
students who have taken Physiology in the matter of admission  into the
Medical College at Calcutta ?

THE Hon’BLE SHAMS-UL-ULAMA Maurana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED :
I am not aware of the fact.

THE Hon'BLE SHAMs-UL-ULAMA Maurana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied : ;
278. (a)—(1) lst year—72.
2nd year—T72.
(i1)3rd year—20.
4th year—20,
(b)—Yes.
(e)—Yes.
(d)—Yes, when and to the extent that funds are available.

Improvement of the manufacturing and marketing of Endi and Munga
Silk

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALT AHMED asked -
*279. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Industries be pleased to
state—
(a) Whether it is a fact that th
steadily falling ?
(b) If so, for what reasons ?
(¢) Whu_ether it is a fact that the markets of
being captured by other silks ?
(d) If so, for what reasons ?
(¢) Whether it is a fact that a large number of people depend on

. the sale of endi and munga for the payment of land
_revenue ?

(f) Whether there is any
washing and finishin
way ? ;

(g) What steps has the Hon’ble Minister taken for improving the
manufacturing and marketing of endi and munga Silk ?

¢ markets of endi and munga are

endi and munga are

person in the weaving staff who knows
g of endi and munga in the scientific
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Tre Hon’sLE Mavravi MD. ALT HAIDAR KHAN replied :

279. (a) - Yes.

(b)—Because of the worldwide trade depression and fall in the

purchasing power of the people.

(e)—The endi market to som= extent but not the munga market,

(d)—By the importation of cheap endi cloth from Bhagalpur
and clsewhere and by imported imitation endi.

% (e)—Some people partly depend on it.
(f )—Yes.

(g)—By introducing improved spinning Charkas and reeling ap-
pliances and by instructing the people to standardize their products and to
give an improved finish. As regards marketing sales of ‘these cloths are
pushed through the Government Emporium and Central Stores by the trayel-
ling canvassers.

Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Does the Hon'ble Minis'gp
mean to say that he is also helping to get good prices for the products of
these endi and munga?

Tue HoN’BLE MAuLavi MD. ALT HYDAR KHAN: Yes, Sir. The
department is helping.

Sryur  PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Hag the Hon’ble Minister
taken any step to have munga and end; purchased by the officials of
Government?

Tue Hon’sLe Mauravi MD. ALT HYDAR KHAN - We cannot force
it on them.

Sryur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Has the Hon’ble Minists
ever encouraged this industry by himself purchasing them? o4

THE HoN’BLE THE SPEAKER : Not a matter of public importance for
Government.

Mauvravi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALJ.
has the Hon’ble Minister ever visited any weav,
helping them? = 3

Tuae HoxN’BLE \ULAVE SArviD S;R M
S question\larisc, I_SIir? ) UHAMMAD SAADULLA -

Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : s ;

Marketing Officer to \;ncouragc the sale of these ;r‘;ﬁluz}t‘;tﬂ the duty of the

TreE Hon’srLE Mauravi MD. ALI HYD N:
doing all they can. AR KHAN: Yes, they arc

Srijur  PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Did the Marketing Officep
ever approach any firm to purchase endi and munga from Assam?

THE HoN'BLE THE SPEAKER : That is also again going beyond ¢},

: ¢
scope of the question.

_Dun.ng .thesc SIX monthg
Ing 1Institution by way of

Number of thefts and burglaries committed in the Gauhati
during the last four years auhati Towp

Srijur BELI RAM DAS askcdlz 2
*280.(a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge be pleased to lay on
the table a statement showing the number of thefts and burglaries i the
Gauhati town during the last four years till the end of July, 1937 »
(6) How many of those cases were detected by the Poljce and how
many are still under investigation ? B
(¢) How many persons were convicted of those offences ?
- (e) Did the Inspectors and the higher police officers personally
investigate those cases of thefts and burglaries ?
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THe HonBLE MaurAvi Saryip Sik MUHAMMAD SAADULLA

replied :
280. (a)—

fg;lg o » = Tl?zczf ts Bu ‘r?gglarics

1934 &5 56 42

- 1935 85 33

1936 o o ase 87 33

& 1937 e = Sl 24

{up to 31st July 1937), ; .
(6) (5)— Cases detected

Years Thefts Burglaries

1933 S 17 5

1934 24 6

1935 e e 32 4

1936 ~35 i 22 7

1937 o 11 5

(fi)—No case is still under investigation.
(¢)— Persons conviclted

Years Thefts Burglaries

1933 e e 15 2

1934 = oot 18 9

. 1935 32 5

- 1936 et o203 6

1937 - : : 8 4

(In 1937—3 persons ina burglary case and also 3 persons in theft cases

ace awaiting trial.)
. (1)—No cases of thefts and burglaries were investigated by

Inspectors and Police Officers of higher rank.

(i1)—Number of cases in which investigation was supervised :—

Thelts Burglaries
Year
Inspectors |Police officers| Inspectors {Police officers| Remarks
of higher of higher
rank rank
1933 9. L ] " X * #*Information
Sy not available.
Records des-
troyed.
1934 ey 24 e, 25 3
¢ 1935 11 L 15 1
1936 aara 6 18 2
1937 10 13 1
(up to 31st

July 1937).
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Cattle mortality in different thanas of Goalpara. Subdivision

Srijur JOGENDRA CHANDRA NATH asked:

#281. Will the Hon’ble Minister of Agriculture be pleased to statc—

(a) The extent of cattle mortality in the different thanas of the
Goalpara subdivision as a result of the epidemic that is
raging since some time ? :

(b) What is the nature of the epidemic ?

(¢) Whether the Department has taken steps to counteract the
disease ? If so, what is the nature of the steps taken ?

(d) The actual figures of deaths up till now for the different
thanas of the Goalpara subdivision ? -

(¢) Whether it isa fact that innumera_ble plough-cattle have
been carried away by the epidemic ? : ;

(f) Isita fact thatit was not possible for a solitary Veterinary

: Sub-Assistant Surgeon to work in such a big arca as covered
by Dudnai, Goalpara and Lakhipur thanas ?

(¢) Whether Government propose to create another post of
Veterinary Sub-Assistant Surgeon in the South Bank of the
Goalpara subdivision ?

e

Tue Hon’sLe Mauravt MD. ALT HAIDAR KHAN replied :

~281. (a)—Cattle mortality was severe in that part of Goalpara sub-
division which lies on the south bank of the Brahmaputra.

(b)—Principally Rinderpest; also Anthrax, Hmzmorrhagic
Septicemia and Foot-and-mouth discase.

(¢)—Yes. 'Two extra Veterinary Assistant Surgeons were sent
from Gauhati to supplement the local Veterinary Assistant Surgeon. In
addition, the Veterinary Assistant Surgeon, Abhoyapuri, was temporarily
withdrawn to work on the South Bank. The Veterinary Inspector,
Central Assam Circle, was deputed to Goalpara to organise epidemic
work and the Johne’s Disease Officer, Assam, was temporarily withdrawn
from hisnormal duty and specially deputed to investigate and systematisc
cpidemic work there. 1Inall 178 villages were visited, 1,651 cases were
treated and 4,810 animals were inoculated.

{d)—The figure of deaths of cattle in the South Bank for the
period from the Ist April to the 19th July 1937 is reported to be 730.

(¢)—A considerable number of plough-cattle are reported to have
died—about 30 per cent. of the total mortality.

(f)—One Veterinary Sub-Assistant Surgeon could not cope with
the epidemic.

A (¢)—The question of strengthening the .Veterinary Department
is under the consideration of Government,

Srrjur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Will the Hon’ble Minister
explain to us the diseases mentioned in the answers ?

Tue Hon’sLE MauLAvI MD. ALI HYDAR KHAN: Those are mostly
technical terms.

Srjur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA :  The names might be technical
but the diseases are not. Will he explain a little of each?

Rar Bamapur PROMODE CHANDRA DUTT: Very few of us do
understand the meanings of these.
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Mavravi ABDUR RAHMAN : Do Government admit that the staif

under the Veterinary Department is very inadequate to cope with the
nceds of the province?

Tre Hox’sLe Mavtavi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN: Yes:

MauLavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Do Government propose to increase
the number ? s

Tue Hon'sLs Maucavi MD. ALT HATDAR KHAN : The hon. mem-
ber will find the answer in reply to question (g).

Mauravi ABDUR RAHMAN : May we know, Sir, whether Veteri-
nary Assistants are bound to attend cases without fees whenever informed ?

Tre HoN’BLE MAULAVI SAIVID SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Does the question arise, Sir?

Tue Hon’sLE THE SPEAKER: It does not arisé. But I think the
Hon’ble Minister can reply.
Tue Hon’sLE MaurLavi MD. ALT HAIDAR KHAN : No, Sir.

Sryyor  PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Has the Hon’ble Minister
himself understood the technical expressions ?

Tre HoN’BLE THE SPEAKER : I think the question is not a proper
question.

Kumar AJIT NARAYAN DEV: May we know, Sir, the causes of
these discases ?

(No reply.)

Amount of local rates and revenue derived from gardens in the
Province

Sryur KRISHNA NATH SARMAH asked :

*282. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) The amount of land revenue and local rates derived from the
gardens in the Province ?

() If these land revenue and local rates increased due to ®any
resettlement like the temporary settled paddy lands ?

Tue HoN’sLE Srjur ROHINT KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

282, (d)—-—FOI‘ 1935-36 the land revenue was Rs.16,01,408.

The ﬁ(g},‘j‘m Yf'or local rates is not Scparately available for gardens.
—VYes.

Sryyur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA - Will the Hon’ble Minister he

- pleas;ed to state the land revenue per acre of the lands in the tea garden
area!

Tue HoN’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :

I have not
got that figure.
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Number of days spent by Inspector of Schools, Assam Valley Circle,
X on tourI od
N CHANDRA GOGOIT asked':

Egg;n ‘R’IﬁlUgciemmcnt be pleased to state the number of days for
which the Inspector of Schools, Assam Valley Division, was out on tour 1
the year 1936-37 ? e

.\ Will Government be pleased to state the numbcer of days
23 a:i{(‘sg Sg_))cr}: ﬂ; t%?.:clmpector of Schools, Assam Valley Division, in the
ingpc::tioz; of the High Schools of Sibsagar, Golaghat, I;hbrugarh ancd
Gauhati subdivisions, with dates and gist of inspection notes : :
(ii) the number of days spent at Shillong and for what purpose ?
*985. Is it a fact that (a) the Inspector of Schools, Assam Valley Divi-
sion, often accompanies the Director of Public Instruct;on 1?]1 thcomspcpctlon.
of schools ? (b) Is it necessary ? (¢) Is it not waste ol public money :
TuE Hozg’xzua Suams-UL-UrLama Maurana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED:
replied : )
283 —Two hundred and cighteen days.

284. (i)—The hon. member is referred. to the replies given to similar
questions asked by Srijut Rajendra Nath Barua. at this session of the
Assembly. :

As to the second part of the question Government are not prepared to
give the gist of the inspection notes which arc mainly concerned with the
methods of teaching of the various teachers. =

(ii)—-Twenty-five. The purposes.of the visits were to attend the
All Assam Jamborce, the meetings. of the Middle School Examination.
Moderation Board and the Text Book Committee and the convoeation of the
Assam Sanskrit Association.
Mavravi GHYASUDDIN AHMED: Is Government aware that
the Inspector of Schools seldom goes to Goalpara for inspection?

Tue Hon’BLE SHaMs-UL-Urava Mavrana ABU NASR MDD
WAHEED : I am not aware of that.

Mavravi GHYASUDDIN AHMED: Did he visit the subdivision
last year?

Tue Hon’BLE SHAMS-UL-Urama Mavrava ABU NASR MD:
WAHEED: I shall enquire into the matter.

Tue HoN’8LE SzAMS .UL-Urama MavrLana ABU NASR MD: WAHLEED:
replied :

285.—The hon. member is referred to the replies given to similax
questions asked by Srijut Rajendra Nath Barua at this sessien of the
Assembly.

Supply of breeding bulls by Government
Srerur MAHI CHANDRA BORA asked ;

*286. (a) Isit a fact that the 93 bulls supplied: by Go nt th
Local Boards in 1935-36 are not sufficient for 5 i the

th
AT e area where 25,733 weedy

(&) If so, will Government be pleased to state what steps are

b_cing? taken for the prevention of the evils.arising out of such wide castra~
tion ?

True Hon’sLE Mauravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN replied :

286. (a)—Only weedy bulls were castrated. Good local bulls suitable
for breeding were not castrated. The question,. therefore does not arise..
(6)—Does not arise.
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Srijur MAHI CHANDRA BORA: Do Government know" that,
on account of the castration of a large number of weedy bulls, no bulls
remain in the villages to serve the cows, and only undesirable ones are
retained?

Tue Hox’sLe Mauravi MD. ALT HAIDAR KHAN: No, Sir..

Srijur MAHI CHANDRA BORA: Will Government -be pleased to
state what steps are being taken for the evils arising out of such wide
castration?

Tue Hon'sLe Mauravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN: We do not
think it as an evil. Only the weedy ones are castrated.

SHORT NOTICE QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
UNSTARRED SHORT NOTICE QUESTIONS

Grievances of the ryfs of the Dhekiajuli mouza re realisation

of land revenue

Srijur OMEO KUMAR DAS asked :

5. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge be pleased to state whether he
received a communication regarding the grievances of pwts of Dhekiajuli
mouza from Srijut Omeo Kumar Das, Mm.L.A. ?

6. Is it a fact that some rpots who paid their land revenue for the year
1933-34 duly, have also been served with auction sale notices. for arrears of
land revenue for that year ? =~

7. (a)- Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge be pleased to state whether
he made any enquiry into the matter ? >

(b) If so, what is the result of the enquiry 2

8. Isit a fact that the grievances of the ryats are found to be true ?

9. (a) If so, what steps are being taken by Government to redress the
grievances of the ryots, and -

(b)  What steps are being taken by Government against  the:
Mouzadar ?

TaE Hon'BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

5.—Yes.
6.—Yes.
7. (a)—Yes.

(b)—Thirty-eight people produced reccipts showing payment of
their land reveaue for 1338, 1339 and 3 receipts for 1340 (1933-34). All
of these were issued on the back of patlas or on chit of papers and on used
counterfoil receipts by the Mohurrirs of the Mauzadar. All Mohurrirs whor

used Kutcha receipts whether their purposc was honest or not have been
dismissed. N

8.—Yes.

9. (a)—The Mauzadar has a int of all the amount
i : : cknowledged reccipt ol 2. unts.
vealised by his-ex-Mohurrirs and stoplfgg_ihc Bakijai procecdings.

(b) —-Sinc:e Government letter” to Srijut Das, dated the 24th July
1937 the Commissioner has reported as follows :—

The Mohurrirs issued kutcha receipts while the Mauzadar was ill
and without his knowledge. But for these irregularities committed
by his Muharrirs, the Mauzadar had a good record of service and.
he rendered good work to Government. The Mauzadar has been
severely warned and asked to keep better control in future,
Otherwise his services must be dispensed with even though he has.
been a good Mauzadar in the past. Government consider that
the action taken by the Commissioner is adequate for the present.
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
Scheme for solution of the unemployment problem
Srijur GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked :

593. (a) Is Government aware that unemployment is causing acute
distress amongst the educated section of our people ? :
(b)) Have Government found any plan or programme to solve
; ?
the unemployment problem
(c? If}" not, do Government propose to draw up some scheme and

publish the same without delay ?

Tuae Hon’sLe Mauravi MD. ALTI HAIDAR KHAN replied :

593. (a)—Yes. - :
(b)—The hon. member is referred to the reply given at this session
to a similar question by Babu Lalit Mohan Kar,
(c)—The question does not arise.

Nu:maber of Veterinary Assistant Surgeons in the Province
Srijur GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR  asked

594. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Veterinary Department
be pleased to inform—

(@) What is the number of Veterinary Assistant Surgeons in the
provincs ?

(6) Isit a fact that the Royal Agricultural Commission (Linlithgow
Commission) in their report cstimated the cattle population
of Assam to be about 58 lakhs and recommended that there
should Dbe one Velterinary  Assistant Surgeon for every
25,000 animals ?

(¢) Isita fact that the recommendations have not been given effect
to ? If so, will Government be pleased to state why ?

‘I'ne HoN’sLe Mauravi MD, ALT HAIDAR KHAN replied :
594. (a)—60.
(6)—Yes.
(¢)—Yes. On aceount of the cost which would have been nearly
3 lakhs recurring. Proposals for strengthening the present staff are now
under the consideration of Government.

Improvement of Cattle breeding in Assam

SRUT GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked :

595. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Live-stock Department
be pleased to state how the amount of Rs, 65,000 granted by the GCentral
Government for improvement of cattle in Assam was spent ?

.. 996. Will Government be pleased to furnish the details for the
information of the Hoyse ?

ik HoNBLE Maviavi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN replied:

595.—The amount has not been spent.
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Srijur GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : Will Government be pleased
to say what were the difficulties which prevented Government from spending
the money so long ?

Tue Hon’BLe Mauravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN: We have
prepared a scheme, which will be put into execution very shortly.

Srijur GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: May I know, Sir, whether
any scheme has been really framed ?

Tae Hon’BLE Mauravi MD. ALT HAIDAR KHAN: I have already
replied in the affirmative.

Srijur GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: May we know when the
scheme will be put into exccution?

THE ITon’BLE Mauvravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN: As early as
possible

Tue Hon’BLE Mauravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN rcplied :

596.—It is proposed to allot Rs 15,000 as a grant to the Assam Live-
stock Association. The balance, 2iz, Rs. 50,000 will be used to purchase
breeding bulls and to distribute them all over the province in charge of
suitable persons who will rcceive a maintenance allowance for looking after
them. The details of the scheme are still under consideration.

Sryur MAHI CHANDRA BORA: May I know from where those
bulls are going to be purchased?

Tue HoN’BLE MAI_}LAVI MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN: From other
provinces like Bengal, Bihar and other places.

Srijur MAHI CHANDRA BORA: By what farm; Khanapara or
Sylhet?

Tae HonN’BLE Mauravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN : Through the
Department. :

Sriyur MAHI CHANDRA BORA : May I know whether the Khana-
para Farm will have any connection in purchasing the breeding bulls ?
Tue Hon'sie Mauravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN: No.

Sryjur  GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : Will ~ Government be

pleased to give us an idea as to the constitution and function of the Assam
Live-stock Association ? - :

Tre HoN’sLE Mauravi MD. ALT HAIDAR KHAN: It is constituted
of several members to see that the breed js improved.

Sryur GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Do I understand that this
Association is constituted of officials as well as non-officials ? ¢

TrE HonN’BLE MNauravr MD. ALT HAIDAR KHAN: Yes.

Mavravi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL ' HUSSAIN CHAWDHURI :
Are Government aware that the Subdivisional Officers exercise their

ofﬁcia}. _mﬂucnce in order to realise subscriptions for the Live-stock
Association ? ,

Tur HoN'BLE Mauravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN: I am not
aware of that, ‘
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Srijur GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: I want to know who
.«constitute the Association, whether they are all Government servants or
there are other non-official members ?

Tue Hon’srg Mauravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN : Both.

Srijur GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: May I know what is the
-number of non-official members of the Association ?

Tuae Hon’srLe Mauravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN : I do not remem-~

ber the exact number.

Srjur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: In the latter part of the
_answer it is stated that Rs.50,000 will be used to purchase breeding bulls
.and to distribute them all over the province in charge of suitable persons
who will receive a maintenance allowance for looking after them. Will
‘these suitable persons be competent to treat all the technical diseases, men-
tioned by the Hon’ble Minister ?

Tue Hon’sLe Mauravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN: Those persons
will only look after the bulls.

Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Will those persons be compe-
tent to treat the technical diseases ?

Tue Hown’sre Mauvravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN: Discases

will be treated by the Veterinary Department.
Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: May I know who will select those

suitable persons ?
Tue Hon’ere Mavravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN: The Govern-

ament.

Realisation of rent and Local rate from the tenants of Bijni
and Mechpara Wards Estates

Maurana ABDUL HAMID KHAN asked :
3 597. Will Gevernment be pleased to state, separately, the total amount
5 l'dt‘-l;:iand local rate due to be realised from the tenants in the Bijni
an echpara Wards Estates annually ?

Tre Howse Seyur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied : -

597—The current demands for the year 1342 B.S,, are given below :—

Rent Local Rate
) Rs. Rs.
Bijni Raj Wards Estate = w4t 485,735 25,284
Mechpara Wards Estate vee 2,19,115 11,762

The figures naturally vary from year to year, Figures for 1343 B.S.,
-are not yet available.
. MauLavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: May I know how much
18 due to Government from these estates out of the local rate and rent ?
Tue How'sLe Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: The
-answer is already there.
Mavravi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: The answar is not there.
Tue Hon’sLe Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: What
else is wanted.

@
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MauLavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: This is with regard to the
amount realised from the tenants. My question is how much deces
Government get out of the rents and local rate to be realised from the
Mechpara and Bijni Ward Estates ?

Tue Hown’sre Srypyur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: That
question does not arise.

Tue Hon’sLE THE SPEAKER: I think that question cannot be
answered now. It requires calculation and that will have to be found out
from the registers.

Mavravi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Will Government require
notice of that question ?

Tre Hon’srLe Sriyjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Yes, if
notice is given we shall try to give the answer.

Question of Unemployed youths in the Pirovince

Srijur JOGENDRA NATH BARUA asked :

598. Has the ncw Government .of Assam any definite proposal to
tackle the question of unemployment amongst the educated youths of the
province ?

599. Does Government see the desirability of creating a separate
portfolio of unemployment under one of the existing Hon’ble Ministers ?

600. Will Government be pleased to propose the appointment of a
Sub-Committee (say of five consisting of one official and four non-officials)
to deal with the subject in all its aspects and present a detailed workable
scheme before this House ?

601. What is the number of educated unemployed youths who have
passed the Matriculation Examination and read upwards and others in the

province up to 1937 June ?  Will Government be pleased to cause a census
to be made ?

Tue HoN’BLE MAuravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN replied :

599 and 601.—The hon. member is referred to the replies given to
similar questions asked at this session by Babu Lalit Mohan Kar.,

599.—It would be difficult to put * unemployment » under one parti-
cular Minister. For example unemployment in Tea gardens would normal-
ly fall to be dealt with by the Minister who normally dealt with Tea
garden affairs. Similarly the question of e.g., unemployed doctors would
be most suitably dealt with by the Minister in charge of the Medical port-
folio. The point raised by the hon. member will, however, be further
considered.

Srgyur JOGENDRA NATH BARUA: The reply is * The point

raised by the hon. member will, however, be further considered ”. May I
know when does the Hon’ble Minjster propose to consider it further ?

_ Tue HoN’BLE  MAuLAvi Saryip Stk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
This point was raised in the Upper House and what was stated there
may not be relevant here. There is already under the business rules a sub.
head of “uncmploy_rmcnt’_’ and it is technically in charge of my Hon’ble col-
league, the Education Minister. But in practice we find difficulties as has
been enumerated in the reply. For example, ifit isa question of unem-
ployment of doctors we have got to go to the Minister in charge of Medical
and so on. In practice when ‘t'he question of unemployment comes, dilferent
departizcnts have got to consider the matter.,
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Sryur JOGENDRA NATH BARUA: My question has remained
unanswered. In reply to question 599 the Hon’ble Minister says that the
point will, however, be further considered. And when does he propose to
consider it further ? '

Tue Hon’BLe Mauravi Sarvip Sik MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
We have alrcady considered and are considering that _thc creation of a
separate portfolio of unemployment does not mect the wishes of thg hon.
member, because there are many difficulties. If thf:rc is a vacancy in f;hc
School Service, we have got to go to the Education Minister a.nd' sf it is a
question of unemployed doctors, we have got to go to the Minister in
charge of Medical Department. Therefore we are considering whcghcr we
should open a register in the Secretariat as was done by the interim
Ministry in Bihar. We are not considering the matter of having a separate
portfolio for *“ unemployment : o

Srijur JOGENDRA NATH BARUA: The Hon’ble Minister has
replied that the question of having a separate portfolio of unemployment
will be further taken into consideration. When will it be considered ? That
is my simple question and I require a simple answer.

TaHE Hon’BLE Mauravi Sarvip Stk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
The question is referring to the opening of a separate portfolio for unemploy-
ment. I have already explained that although technically there is such
a department in charge of my Hon’ble Colleague the Education Minister,.
in actual working, it has got to be spread over all the departments.
Therefore, we are not further considering that question. The only question
that needs scrutiny is whether we should start a register of unemployed
youths in the Secretariat.

KHAN Banapur Mavravi KERAMAT ALL: May I enquire what is
meant by the phrase ¢ unemployment in tea gardens ’ ?

e Hon’ere Mauravi Sarvio Stk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
I mean unemployment of labourers in tea gardens.

Basu DAKSHlNARANjAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: Do not

overnment consider that the creation of a portfolio will also help the
unemployment problem ?
@) TH.E_ Hon’BLE Mauvravi Sarvip S;iR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
ne Minister is already technically in charge of this portfolio.

BAsu DAKSHINARANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: Is Govern-
ment going 1o have a scpa:ratc Minister who will have no other portfolio
€xcept unemployment ?

T1_"IE HoN’BLE Mavurav: Samvip S;ir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
There is no such proposal with the present Ministry.

Mauvravi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALIL: Sir, in bold letters the name
of the Minister in charge ¢ Hon’ble Maulavi Ali Haidar Khan ’appears. But
we find the Chicf Minister replying.  We do not think the Minister in charge
18 very serious about the unemployment proble'm. We want him to Ee
serious. I want to know whether he is as Scrious, as we are, to emplo

unemployed youths. Let him not shift his burden to the Ghicf Minister as

he has done in answering these questions. %
.Tue Hon’sLe Tue SPEAKER : The Minister in charge has already
replied to the question. '

THE Hon’BLE Mauravi Sarvip -S;ir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA .
I have already said that all the Ministers are dealing with the unemployment
problem and I, as Minister in Chief, have, therefore, answered these
questions. i

I
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Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Does he want to tackle this pro=
blem of unemployment only by providing Government employment ?

Tue.HoN’BLE MAurLavi Sarvip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
No. We are trying to provide in every way. That matter has been dis-
cussed threadbare, Sir.

KnaNn Bauabur Mavuravi KERAMAT ALI: May I know whetheér
any request has been made to the tea garden owners in the province from
the side of the Government to give preference in the matter of employment
to the children of the soil ?

Tue Hon'sLe Mauravi Samvip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Ths children of the soil generally do not take up tea garden work. The
very small number that work in the gardens are  faltoo ’ labourers.

Kuan Bapmapur Mauravi KERAMAT ALI: I mean clerks, mohurrirs
etc.

Tue Hon’BLE Mauravi Sarvip Sz MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Yes, Sir. We requested the tea industry to take in as many Assemese or
local pcople as possible. I think the hon. leader of the group will consider
the question and pass it on to his companies.

Mauvravi GHYASUDDIN AHMED : Will the Hon’ble Chief Minis-
ter request the zamindars of the province also ?

THE Hon’BLE MAuLAvi Sarvip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : The

‘Hon’ble Minister in charge of land revenuc, who is in charge of the Court

of Wards, has already asked the Court of Wards to give preference to local
people. .

Sryjur GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : Instead of asking the leader
of Planting group cannot the Hon’ble Minister formally request each tea
estate to sce that people of this province are provided in tea gardens ?

Tue Hon’BLE MaurLavi Sarvip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

These are all private companies. I do not sec how Government can force
these companics.

Srijur GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : Isimply want Government
to request them in writing. Will he be pleased to translate his wish into
writing to each tea estate ?

Tue Hon’sBLe Mauravi Sarvio S;ire MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
We do not propose to write to different companies. We will request the
Indian Tea Asstociation.

Sryur DEVESWAR SHARMA: Do Government propose to write
to the Railway Companies, the Steamer Companies and the Oil Company ?

True Hon’Bre Mauravi Saivip S MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
As regards the Oil Company the General Manager is luckily one of the
members of the House. I think we can convey our request to him here.

Mavravi GHYASUDDIN AHMED: Will Government be pleased

Eo write a letter to the Zamindars’ Association so that something may be
one ?

Tue Hon’BLE MaurAvr Sarvip S;zk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
I am not personally aware of any such Association, and my Hon’ble
Colleague says he has not heard of any such Association.

Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA: Will Government be pleased
to move authoritics to remove quack doctors from tea gardens ? ( Laughter.)

Tue Hon'sLE Mavravi Sarvip S;ir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -
I do notundersand what is mecant by quack doctors. If he means un-
qualiﬁcd doctors, tea estates cannot appoint them.

Kuan Bamabpur Mauvravi KERAMAT ALIL: Perhaps he meang
unregistered doctors.
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Kuan Sauis Mauravi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: Will the Hon’ble
Minister be pleased to write a letter to the railways and request them to
employ unemployed youths of the province ?

Tue Hon’sLe Mauravi Sawvio SR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
I am prepared to do it, Sir.

Tue Honsre Mauvravi ALT HAIDER KHAN replicd :

600.—Not at present. An Unemployment Committee was appointed
by the late Government and a copy of the ad interim report of that Com-
mittee will be found on the library table.

Tube wells for the people of Inathnagar and Ilamxpur
MavLavz MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHOUDHURY asked :

602. Will Government please state (a) whether it is a fact that the
people of Inathnagar in the Dharmapassa Thana and of Ilampur of Tahir-
ur Thana applied for Tube wells to the Subdivisional Officer of Sunamganj
and that these applieations were rejected ?
(5) If so, will Government please state what were the grounds
assigned by the Subdivisional Officer while rejecting the applications 2

Tue Hox'sLE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

602.(a)—The reply to the first part of the question is in the nagative.
The second part does not arise.
(b)—Does not arisc.

Names of newly opened Country Spirit Shops
Sryjur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA asked:

603. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Excise please state—

(a) the names of the Country Spirit shops opened  since April 1937
and the mauzas where they are located ?

(b) the names of the Canteen shops opened since April 1937 and
the mauzas where they are located ?

{¢) names of the firms to whom licences for foreign liquor shops have
been given since April 1937 and the names of the districts
where the firms are situated 2

Tre Howse Ruv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied =

603.(a)—The following are the new Country Spirit shops opened in the
province E‘:iI)ICC the April 1st, 1937. The opening of the shops w;I:s sanctioned
prior to that date— =X y : :
(1) Buralikson Country Spirit shop in Khumtai mauza, Golaghat
subdivision, Sibsagar district. : .
(2) Boklial Country Spirit shop 1n Morongi mauza of Golaghat
subdivision, Sibsagar district.
"(3) Badshahganj Country Spirit shop- 1
subdivision, Sylhet district. ‘
(4) Kanaighat Country Spirit shop in
Sylhct,

Bowlam mauza, Sunamganj

Dalairchar mauza, North
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. {6)—No Canteen was opened ; but seven lessee manager shops
sanctioned prior to the lst April 1937 were opencd in the following tea gar-
den areas—

(1) Kuhum Tea Estate, Sibsagar.
(2) Chardeo ditto ditto.
(3) Bihubar ditte ditto.
(4) Tingalibam ditto ditto.
(5) Teok ditto ditto.
(6) Abhayjan  ditto ditto.

(7) Topia Tea Estate, Darrang.

These were, of course, all opened with the consent of the Managers con-
cerned.

(¢)(1)—Karimganj Railway Refreshment Room ¢off’ license in
Sylhet district settled with Messrs. G. F. Keliner & Co.

(2)—Silghat Foreign Liquor ©off * license in Nowgong district
settled with Messrs. Jagatbandhu Pharmacy and Stores, Ltd.

Srijur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: My question was quite plain
and I wanted a plaiy aaswer. May I know whether the present Govern-
ment cannot revisc the orders of the previous Government regarding
opening of liquor shops.

Tue Hon'Bre Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Orders were passed
by the previous Government and no petition has come to this Government
for the sake of abolishing the shops.

Srijur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: Cannot the present Govern-
ment revise the previous order?

Tue Hox’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: No, unless there are
some reasons for it.

Sriyjur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: Is the present Government
committed to the policy of opening new liquor shops ?

Tue Hon’Bre REv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : No.

Complaint against Mr. R. N. De, Divisional Forest Officer, Kachu-
gaon

Sriyutr BELI RAM DAS asked : t

604. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge be pleased to state if the
Conservator of Forests or Government received a telegram [rom the Padrees
of Kachugaon complaining agast Mr. R. N. De, Divisional Forest Officer,
Kachugaon Division, about a month ago ?

605. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge be pleased to state ifit was

mentioned in the telegram that Mr. R. N. De assaulted one Padree for
not saluting him ?

60_6. Will the Hion’ble Minister be pleased to state if itis a fact that
the said Mr. R. N. De, Divisional Forest Officer, wants salute from all

persons passing by his gate and that no body can ride oncycle or take an
umbrella by his gate ? :

607. Isit a fact that the Conservator of Forests has asked the said
Mr. R. N. De, the person complained against, to enquire into the alle-
gations ? Tt ;

608. Do the Hon’ble Minister in charge propose to direct an im
enquiry and to take drastic steps against the said officer ?

Tue BoN’BLE SHAMs-UL-Urnama MauvLana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied :

P 604 —No, but a letter of this description was received by the
vator.

partia}

Conser-
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Srur BELI RAM DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to
state the contents of the letter addressed by the Padrees of Kachugaon to

the Conservator of Forests ?
Tae Hon’BLE SHAMS-UL-ULAMA MaurLana ABU NASR MD.

WAHEED: This is the letter.
Sryur BELI RAM DAS: Was it mentioned in the said letter that
Mr. R. N. De caught hold of the Padrce by his cloth first anl then he was

assaulted.
Tue Hox’sLE SHAMS-UL-ULAMA Mavrana ABU NASR MD.

WAHEED : Here is the letter. I shall read it.
Tue Hon’sLe THE SPEAKER: Order, order. Time is up. This
may be taken up to-morrow
Tre Hon'BLE SHAMS-UL-ULAMA MAULANA ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied :
605.—The letter contained an allegation to that effect.
606.—Government have no such information, but snquiry can be made
if desired.
607.—The letter was sent to Mr. De for a report.
608.—Government see no reason for a further enquiry.

Adjournment motion re. the Scarcity of food in the
Barpeta Subdivision

Srijur KAMESWAR DAS: Sir, I gave notice of an adjournment
motions which reads like this.

Srijur BINODE KUMAR J. SARWAN: Sir, may I know whether
the Retrenchment Comunittee has been formed ?

Tas Hon’sLe Tue SPEAKER: The hon. member who is speaking
about the adjournment motion he wants to move should not be interrupted
now.
_ Sryur KAMESWAR DAS: That this Assembly be adjourned to
discuss a definite matter of urgent public importance and of recent
occurrence, namely, the situation arising out of scarcity of food prevailing
in about sixty=five villages in the Hastinapur, the Bhawanipur, and the Bizni
Mauzas ir‘: the Barpeta Subdivision and the failure on the part of Govern-
ment to give any relief to the affected people.

May I know, Sir, if I have the permission to move this motion ?

Tre Hon'BLE THE SPEAKER: I want to know some of the facts
which have led the hon. member to move this adjournment motion.

Srijur KAMESWAR DAS: Sir, the matter is one of urgent public
importance and of recent occurrence. There has been a draught from the
beginning of the year and it has resulted in the scarcity of food and has
affected a great number of people of as many as sixty-five villages in the
Hastinapur, the Bhawanipur and the Bizni Mauzas in the Barpeta Sub-

division.
Tue HoN’BLE THE SPEAKER : Is there any authentic report about

that ?
% Srijur KAMESWAR DAS: Yes. Sir, I have reccived a telegram
from my constituency only last night at about 10 o’clock. This telegram
has come from a responsi : W : m ¢

the Locali Board. The telegram rcac_ls like this—“Iamine prcvaﬂ!n.g in
Hastinapur Bhawanipur and Bizm' Mauzas. Urgent steps solicited”.
Besides thisi Sir, some report appeared in the Weekly Assamiya of the 1l4th

of August last.

ble person of the locality who is also 2 member of

o
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N’ SPEAKER : Which paper is that ? x
g]i*]EUI:I‘IO\II{gLﬁIET:g%AR DAS: The report appeared in the \r\_rcekly
issue of i;]hc Assamiya of the 14th of August. I read out a portion from it,

AT 3tgeq pfew
gBares, sANAE, AwA AR AW wSFAL vowqy [ wista
7% 51 A3 CIRIGT 1A 7RG 1— 7437 R4S WEAT =ife3
wfE AR AT G3AA QB wTA[ T FF SAAA 191
MBI bouT AIFT AIF REA R 4TI AT 2o BAR qradey
CAfteRRt Tecg | 3 RAIF A TT TSI AR GUNRRT 2R BT A vy
frat m

Sryur KAMESWAR DAS: Then, Sir, comes the Iist_ of villages,
There are about 65 villages. My attention was drawn to this report on
the 15th August and on the 16th I submitted a set of short notice Juestions,
On the 25th I got the reply from the H_rm’bk; Speaker that he ha}d' to dis-
allow my question as the Hon’ble M}mstcr mtcharge regretted his inability
to give his consent to thesc short notice questions on the ground that they
could not be answered without Previous inquiry whi

ch would take time,
THE Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER :  What was the date ?

Seyur KAMESWAR DAS: It was on the 25th when I got the reply
from the Hon’ble Speaker.

Sir, when I left for Shillong, T had ns knowledge of this
food. It is of recent occurrence. The matter js urgent in this sense, that if
no immediate relief be forthcoming, there may be loss of lives and the situa-
tion may reach an accute stage and the people of these villages may have to
face a famine. So, Sir, my adjournment motion is for a definite matter of
urgent public importance which is of recent occurrence,

May I have permission to move the motion now, Sir ?

THe HoN’BLE THE SPEAKER : I think, the Hon’ble Minister may
say what he has got to say,

Tue Ho¥’sLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : Whether
the matter is technically the subject-matter of an adjournment motion or
not, Government is already taking steps. We have asked the Commissioner
to make an inquiry and do the needful. Sir, whether the motion is moved
or not or whether the motion is carried or not, Government is fully alive to -
its responsibility and will do al] that lies in their power to relieve the distress
of the people. " This is all what T have got to say.

TueE HoN’BLE THE SPEAKER - Up-till-now what has been done ?

Tre HoN'BLE Sriyjur ROHINT KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I haye
already instructed the Commissioner to do the needful and submit a report,
Beyond this I have got no further information.

Srijur KAMESWAR DAS: In this connection,
that the gentleman who has sent ¢

his telegram to me
midst of this affected areas and from this telegram rec

I can only presume that no steps are being taken til] yesterday.

Tue Hon’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: 71 will
again send a te!egram. to the Commissioner to-da to do what is possible
for the relict of the distressed people,

scarcity of

I would like to submit
last night lives in the
eived only last night
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Srijur KAMESWAR DAS: Sir, after hearing the Hon’ble Revenue
Minister, I do not like to move the adjournment motion but at the same
time I hope that he will expedite the inquiry and render all possible assis-
tance to really affected people.

Tue Hon’sLe THE SPEAKER : From what has been said by the hon.
member who wants to move this adjournment motion and from what has
been said by the Hon’ble Revenue Minister, I am disposed to think that it is
a matter of urgent public importance. but as the hon. mover is satisfied with
the assurance given by the Hon’ble Revenue Minister and he is not willing
to move that motion, I need not give my decision as to whether the motion

is in order or not.
FLOODS IN CACHAR

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : Sir, I placed in the hands of the
Hon’ble Revenue Minister certain information about the grave nature of
the flood situation in Cachar. May I know, ifany information has since
been received from the Deputy Commissioner about the situation there ?

Tue How’sre Srjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I have

not received any further information but I am expecting to get it soon.

FLOODS IN SOUTH SYLHET SUBDIVISION

Basu DAKSHINARANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: Sir, I have
just received a telegram from a person of the South Sylhet Subdivision to
the effect that there has been flood and certain Thanas have also been
affected. I am ready to hand over the telegram to the Hon’ble Revenue
Minister if he wants it and I want to know whether he is going to take any
action on that.

Tue Hon’sie Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I shall
be glad to receive that telegram.

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA: The Hon’ble Revenue Minister
should not be glad to receive such telegrams,

RETRENCHMENT COMMITTEE

Sryjut BINODE KUMAR J. SARWAN: On i i i
Sir. May I know if the Retrenchment Committee }?aspgézgogc:?!i?;:lnzggtié
so, what are the names of the members of that Committee ? If the Com.
mittee has not yet been formed, then may I suggest that this House should
suggest the names of the personnel of the Retrenchment Committee ?

Tue How’sie THE SPEAKER : I do not know whether the Retrench-
ment Committec has been formed or not.

DEMANDS FOR GRANTS
GRANT No. 24
50.—Civil Works—excluding Establishment and Tools and

Tur Hon’sLE THE SPEAKER : Orde ) :
Saiyid Sir Muhammad Saadulla may move rl’ai(s)rg:r];;an'ghc HonsblegMaulayd

TrE HoN’BLE MaurAvVI Savip Sir MU
On the recommendation of His Excellency the g&gﬁg?]}f iAADU;;IgA:
Sif,To/mOove tHAUC BIIIEOL exteeding. Ra.39/02,700 be granct)cd Ssactin’f' a tehg,
charges which will come in the course of payment during the ;ea: Ln}éinge
Mministration of the head ¢50.—Clivil
and Teols and Plant charges).

Plant charges.

Works’—(excluding Establishment



1399

THE HonN’BLE THE SPEAKER: The first cut motion stands in the
name of Srijut Jadav Prasad Chaliha. This is an economic cut. I would
ask the hon. member to add after the last sentence the following :—¢¢ that is,
the amount of the grant do stand reduced by Rs. 61,583 *.

Srijur JADAV PRASAD CHALIHA: Sir, I beg to move that the
provision of Rs. 1,77,400 under Grant No. 24, Majer head—50.—Civil
Works, Minor head—A.—Original Works, Sub-head—(a)—Buildings,
Detailed head—General Administration, at page 169 of the Budget be
reduced by Rs. 61,583, that is the amount of the grant do stand zeduced
"by Rs. 61,583.

Sir, my motion relates to the proposal for disallowing the construction
of a hostel for Muhammadan and scheduled class members of the Legislative
Council, which is estimated to cost Rs. 77,550, as this Council is not
wanted. 2

THE Hon’BLE Mauravi Saryip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
May I rise, Sir, to remove a misconception ? I thought my hon. friend
made a mistake about the words ¢ Legislative Council >. There is no
member from the scheduled castes in the Upper House—Legislative Council—
who requires accommodation. There is only one nominated member from
scheduled castes, but he has got his own house at Shillong. I want to inform
the hon. member that the accommodation is not meant for members of
the Legislative Council only, but for members of the Assembly as well.

Srgyur  JADAV PRASAD CHALIHA: The word * Council
appears in the detailed budget.

Tue Hon’sLe Mauravi Sarvip SiR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -
Office used the word ¢ Council by mistake, in the sense this word was
used before the lst April. I rise to point out that the hostel is not meant
for Clouncil only, but for the members of this House as well.

Tue Hon’Bie THE SPEAKER: The hostel is for accommodation of
members of both the Houses.

Srijur JADAV PRASAD CHALIHA: Al right, Sir, now, I submit
we are going to spend that huge sum of Rs. 77,550 at this time, when we
have not been able to provide for the needs of the people, but we are going
to spend it for the convenience of their representatives.

Before we agree to spend such a huge sum for the representatives of the
people we must find out if it is indispensable. Accommodation is available
ir Shillong in plenty, the Assembly members get an allowance while in
Shillong ; they have been making their own arrangements now, and why
should they not be able to manage in this manner in future, _at least
till they have catered for the urrent needs of the people, for which they
have come here ? g :

We are here to administer the revenues wh'ch the raiyats are payinz
¢ven at the sacrifice of their hearth and home. We have heard in  the
debates on the floor of the House the misery and privations of the peopie
who have sent us here. Are we to treat our trust so lightly as all that ?
Before spending a single pie for our comfort we must be quite sure that we -
have discharged our obligations to the raiyats. Have we provided in the
budget for any scheme that will give food to the foodless, home to the
homeless, clothes to the naked ? Have we provided for compulsory primary
education for the children ? Is not 94 per cent. of the people illiterate ?
What have we provided for them ? Are not the raiyats dying like cats and
dogs for want of medical help ? Perhaps a dose of quinine in time would
have saved many lives. We have still to provide drinking water fu: them.,
We have only Rs. 1,500 to solve the unemployment problem, and the
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magnificient sum of Rs. 2,000 for the much advertised agricultural colony
for educated young men who are lying idle as the State has given them the
wrong education, and it did not make them .sclf—rchant, and self-supporting.
Is it not adding insult to injury ? Itisan insult to t}}e self-respect of the
representatives of the people to be promised a magnificient building costing
Rs. 77,550 which they will occupy for only 60 days in the year, while the

cause of the raiyats remains forgotten.

Sir, we are making this provision while 40,000 of our people are still
registered opium addicts, and we are not providing a single pie for
reclaiming one from the habit thatis eating into the vital of the people.

Sir, we as custodians of the revenues pmd_w.xt.h the life blood of our
countrymen, should have morc sense of responsibility, and we must promise
not to spend a single pic out of it for our own comtfort and advantage till we

can discharge our obligations.
With these few words, Sir, I commend my motion for the acceptance

of the House.

Tue Hon’eLe THE SPEAKER : The motion moved is that the provision
of Rs. 1,77.400 under Grant No. 24, Major head—50.—Civil Works, Minor
head,—A.—Original Works, sub-head—(a).—Buildings, Detailed head—
General Administration, at page 169 of the Budget be reduced by Rs.61,583;
that is, the amount of the grant do stand reduced by Rs. 61,583. i s

Srijur MAHADEV SARMA :  7Si(s ©le3tal, 53 @3 @31 A "T{'
At AR I 1 AN @R ATF3 BIF @AW arw 4113 9B AIR M@
=% GI3C3 AT AMY v AT motiond =ty | (A3 Ity @} ARALS Aewl
a0a fag ogeat | A2 @RI SIMPEfgl (7 @3 24419y feafist 3%
% (T gy R4 WE A RFE gt ; v qafaces sty
Agag gfagta waa i f4ia At wlx wifq e Fqaer 3a aegt )
5% fca Ifars M fEsied WA featlis sfaRa qtr erg 1 w3 @30
st =HF (AR fard A 373 AR 72, 73 AL @ w3y T va3s B,
atal Ft3fHas, @1 A @1 313 A MRfza @ #13g amg
AT FqCA AT YT B! SMA 1 R AWs WA AFY Wy
qfs ©tn @ifga awes ofeql wfaiq deficit 31253 afza | CAdANa
73r%] (AR 7997 AR FAC 72 IRPA AT By 3fwl wtwa =i
Ffa cataaiga ) feg @if@ A @3 wgs ofugie 7 wrs
A7t Afsffata g 0T AR 2RAT »ieq whcier s
feste S 1fa =M ezl F¢a1 | AR 71512 12 5341 Aattare
fraeatg a8 safades B ¥8 1 @ AT fooys %3 @3 syt
Asigafes Aifs 4w sfacgt | R A5igife Afs Steay fv 2 wpeatarsg
At ety i fate (733 WA NS aAgirigiae qiAs fsra
a2 Rater fsa3s w990 LT GRATE G| wdly seatars
7% ANAT FT9 @3 79 “C5A14 998 (59” f74q 34y wal | o AFAT
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afstcae g9 73 AFAT  WEAAMS5T A7 AAfAc s1a VT3 FR |
138791 517 (38 AT Sivalwra wway 9 =i wEY  FeAtw
7! “fce—fhfaatcs csfeats sty a3 TR aigz Feara 743 fqrg |
wify =ift aa =3grs Afgifz, asti% steqta, @dF s
AT fa g1 I§U3 S1253TAMT (70 HA e A4 FReE @
WA q® A4 BT oAty AN w1 o3 Sl @z Al e Cs
Wfre F& 7 AMI AT 4TI T{Ata YR FIF AF (=S
ABA g village development or village uplift scheme a3 =33
Yfatg ois @3 B3 €F361 436 I T9F | 9 gl H1EE i
@3 Aqs 435 & >q 4 NI a5 AT #1071 2935 a@a fF1 505
5 eofrz 83 =71 A% fafaarsa afsirs considerationy fssas
@ Asteeottal arg | =3 fafars 43 Lscg AEAUT se FiSF By Wy
#5, Q% 9> FRATFFI8 M4 AT 24 933 59 47 M8 o1 AICqB =t
WY FIF | cofoatiaaR w4 FFt Wiy WA sEUx fEg ey
B4 AfT | wiF 431 FA 3T A0 PR ABTATF O3 W3 @A
¢33 13 @3 s AfFRlE $3 aa wifa §6 377 ST R @2 &AWy
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1% 7713 435 | New hostel |lF Inglesbya fg @zl Il 2aty, ofs
R A7y fste @l 20 (12 A we Sift sreFl oft fawa aws
witg 1 AsiAfs ©saal, W AAMFE %7 72 FE 1 Inglesby B
afa safeasB oty 4'rez | WWF w3 T SffFIF (FAl Qraiga
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Tue Hon’sLe Mauravi Satvio S;ir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
Mr. Speaker, Sir, it will be better if I intervenc at this stage. In this
matter, we will be guided entirely by the decision of this House. The
paternity of the scheme cannot be laid dowa on the present
Ministry ; it was the previous Government who decided that so many as
108 members of the Lower House and 21 members of the Upper House will
find difficulty in getting suitable accommodation, three different blocks shall
have to be built, and a comprehensive scheme was drawn up. When we
assumed charge, one block of that scheme was nearing complétion, and that
block was for caste Hindus. The two other blocks were meant for the
Muhammadans and the scheduled castes. As soon as my Hon’ble Colleague,
the Revenue Minister, came to know of it, he at once stopped the buildin
of the other two blocks (the building of which are complained about), he
thought that so long as members used to remain in the Earle Sanitorium, they

had no difficulty in living together—Hindus both caste and Schedule an.d
Moslems—but messing separately, so why should we segregate them here, and
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g0 he atonce stopped the construction of the other two blocks. One> itemr of
the schemes for building these three blocks was to demolish the old Inglesby
Bungalow. As we had only completed seats for 15 members in the new
hostel, we did not allow the Inglesby Bungalow to be demolished, but
converted it at a little cost into another block. At present we have got
15 seats in the new hostel and 12 seats in the Inglesby Bungalow, altogether
27 seats. It is for the House to say whether they require more seats. If
they say they reguire miore seats in that case we shall have to build ; if
they say the accommodation is quite sufficient, we shall accept their verdiet
arid stop all further construction of building. This is the position adopted by
the present Ministry.

Bapu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: May I know how many applications
have been received for accommodation ?

Tue Hon’BLE Mauravi Sawvip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA. -
That is in charge of the Secretary of the Assembly.

THE How’BLE THE SPEAKER : I shall supply the information to the
hon. member afterwards, because files will have to be brought here.

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK : Mr. Speaker, Sir, unless you guarantee
io reserve for me a room in the hostel where I am enjoying the comfort F am
not prepared to oppose the motion. I risz to oppose the motion. Many
of the hon. members comie fromr a long distance, and it will be very
difficult for them to get suitable accommodation here, specially i the cold
wzather. In my opinion more accommodations should be provided.

Tue Hon’sLe THE SPEAKER : I think that as the Hon’ble Chief
Minister has replied the motion should be put to vote,

Tae Hon’BLE MAULAVI S.\t?{m SiIrR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : As
I have already said I shall be guided by the vote of the House, so I should
like to hear the views of the different groups.

Srijur  GOPINATH BARDOLOI: M, Speaker, Sif, we from
this group support the motion moved by the hon. Srijut Jadab Prasad
Chaliha, a member of our party, alth?“gh I am opposed to any kind of
accommodation based on communal lines.........

Tue Hox’sre THE SPEAKER :  Accommadation op communal lines
has been done away with.

Sriyur GOPINATH BARDOLOL: I am glad to hear that the prirci-
ple of having different hostels for the the caste Hindus, the Muhammadans
and the people of the scheduled castes has been dope away with. The
accommodation provided in the present hostel can be availed of by those
who want to avail it, and the rest can and are making arrangements for
themselves in the Earle Sanitorium and elsewhere in the town.

Mg. C. GOLDSMITH : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I heard the Hon’
Minister to say that if there is negessity new blocks will be built
I think we can leave thelrcrlwi)tter in bthe hands of ¢ :
the meantime there should be no objection to the i : :

MavLavi DEWAN MUHAMMAD  AHpAy. b%ng withdrawn,
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I want that there should he ge arat HAUDHURY:
Muslim members with a room for their prayers parate accommodation for

Sryur GOPINATH BARDOLOI : I think, Siy

ble Chicf
Therefore,
1¢ Department, and in

there now would be more than sufficient jhe rooms that are
objecting to this motion. Himodate those who are
Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAH - We w:

5 ‘ g R e will not
= B:'\LU KAMINI I&UM%&R SEN: I do not think that the Hou’ole Minis-
el has E}SFEI’Ialped the requirements of the Hon’hle Ho e 1
doae this pProject can at least he Postponed for next yel‘;i?' Befbre “Hagies

apply for them,
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Tue HoN’BLE Mauravi Satyo Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -
We have got no objection, Sir. As a matter of fact we would only be too
glad if that money could be saved for us.

- Mauvravi MUNAWWAR ALI: Has the Hon’ble Minister ascertained
also as to the manner in which the new hostel has to be constructed and
whether the present ones are liked by the members or not ? ’

Tue Hox’BLE Mauravi Sarvip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -
For the existing ones, we are not responsible. These were built according
to specifications already approved by previous Government:

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Any one who has seen these
hostels accommodation does not like it.  Sir, there is no attached bath room
and it is causing a great inconvenience to the hon. members there. If the
Hon’ble the Chief Minister decides to start the hostel......

THE Hon’sLE THE SPEAKER: The question is whether any hostel
should be built at all.

Tue Hox’BLE Mauravi Sarvin Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -
The position of Government is this. If the hon. members of this House
decide that there should be no further construction of building, we will be
the last persons to spend any single penny. But if the House thinks that it
is difficult for them to find accommodation and construction of further blocks
should be undertaken, let them say so and give us the funds and we will
build.  On the other hand, if they say ¢ No, we do not want any hostel =
of course, we will be only too glad to accept the verdict of the House and
save the money.

Then comes the question as regards the type and specification whether
each room should have a bath room and so forth. Since that question has
to be decided later on, in considering the question of convenience of
members, let us first decide whether we want any more hostel or not. On
that we want first the views of the House.

Mauravi MUNAWWAR ALI: On this side of the House, we want
that there should be further accommodation provided. We want to live
together and do our things in a concerted manner, We have experienced
even during this session of the Assembly how out of 108 members the hostels
can accommodate only about 27. It is, therefore, very urgent that further
accommodation should be provided here in the hostels.

As regards the suggestion of my hon. friend here, with due deference
to his orthodox feelings.....,

THE HoN’BLE THE SPEAKER : Whose orthodox feeling ?

Mauvravi MUNAWWAR ALI: Iam referring to my hon. friend
Dewan Ahbab Chaudhury. He wants that, a separate block should be made
for the Moslems with a ‘prayer hall. I think that our requirements for
prayers will be fulfilled if a prayer room is provided. Sir, we do not want
any more segregation and we are tired of segregation, We have too many
compartments and we have now reached a stage where segregation should be
spurned.  As regards the religious feclings of the communities some suitable
provision may be made. I suggest, Sir, that we have felt very great incon-
venience 1n this hostel for want of different necessary things. We have each
lived our mode of life which we cannot change at once. We require an
attached bath room and we require another parlour. There should be 2
room in which we can receive friends and talk to them and there should be
a separate room for s]_leepipg. I think, the Hon’ble Finance Member will
pear all these suggestions in mind when he constructs new hostels.
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Mavravi DEWAN MUHAMMAD AHBAB' CHAUDHURY: If all
the members want to live in the hostels, then, Sir, how to accommodate
them ?

ﬁm’I‘:—u?, Hox'sLeg Mauravi Sarvio Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
That is what I want to know whether all the _mem.bers want accomm dation.
At the moment it is still a hypothetical question.

Mavrav: MUNAWWAR ALI: I think, Sir, the previous Govern-
ment wanted accommodation for at least 60 m:mbers. When there has
been provided accommodation for 60 members then the ncxt question
whether further construction is required arises.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: If that is done at all, it should
be done for 101 members, Sir.

The question was then put to the House and the House divided with
the following result :(—

Ayes.—5T. Noes—20.

1. Kumar Ajit Narayan Dev. Maulavi Abdul Aziz.

1.

2. Babu Akshay Kumar Das. 2. Maulavi Abdul Bari Choudhury.
3. Mr. Arun Kumar Chanda. 3. Maulavi Abdur Rahman.

4. Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee. 4. Maulavi Md Abdus Salam.

5. Babu Balaram Sircar. 5. Maulavi D:wan Maihammad
6. Srijut Beliram Das. Ahbab Chaudhury.

7. Srijut Bhuban Chandra Gogoi. 6. Khan Bahadur Maulavi Keramat
8. Babv Bipin Behari Das. Ali,

9. Srijut Bipin Chandra Medhi. 7. Khan Bahadur Maulavi Mah-
10. Babu Dakshinaranjan Gupta mud Ali.

Chaudhuri. 8. Maulavi Mabarak Ali.

11. Srijut Debeswar Sarmah. 9. Khan Sahib Maulavi Mudabbir
12. Srijut Ghanashyam Das. Hussain Chaudhury.
13. Srijut Gauri Kanta Talukdar. 10, Khan Bahadur Maulavi Mufizur
14. Srijut Gopinath Bardoloi. Rahman.

15. Srijut Haladhar Bhuyan. 11. Maulavi Munawwar Ali.

16. Babu Harendra Narayan Chau- 12, Maulavi Namwar Ali Barbhuiya.
dhuri. 13, Maulavi Naziruddin Ahmed.

17. Srijut Jadav Prasad Chaliha. 14. Khan Sahib Maulavi Sayidur

18. Srijut Jogendra Chandra Nath, Rahman.

19. Srijut Jogendra Nath Barua. 15. Mr. Benjamin Ch. Momin.

20. Srijut Jogeschandra Gohain. 16. Srijut Bhairab Chandra Das.

21. Babu Kalachand Roy. 17 Srijut Bideshi Pan Tanti.
22. Srijut Kameswar Das. 18. Rev. L. Gatphoh.

23. Babu Kamini Kumar Sen, 19, Mr. C. Goldsmith.

24. Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy. 20. Mr. Tob D. Marak.
25. Mr. Kedarmal Brahmin. r. Jobang al

26. Srijut Krishna Nath Sarma,
27. Babu Rabindra Nath Aditya.
28. Srijut Lakshesvar Borooah.
29. Babu Lalit Mchan Kar.

30. Srijut Mahadev Sarma,

31. Dr. Mahendra Nath Saikia.
32. Srijut Mahi Chandra Bora.
33. Mr. Naba Kumar Dutta.

34. Srijut Omeo Kumar Das.
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35. Srijut Paramananda Das.

36. Rai Bahadur Promode Chandra
Dutt.

37. Srijut Purandar Sarma.

38. Srijut Purna Chandra Sarma.

39. Srijut Rajani Kanta Barooah.

40. Srijut Rajendra Nath Barua.

41. Srijut Ram Nath Das.

42. Srijut Sankar Chandra Barua.

43. Srijut Sarveswar Barua.

44. Babu Shibendra  Chandra
Biswas.

45. Srijut Siddbi Nath Sarma.

46. Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan.

47. Maulavi Ashrafuddin Md.
Chaudhury.

48. Maulavi Badaruddin Ahmed.

49. Mr. Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed.

50. Maulavi Ghyasuddin Ahmed.

51. Maulavi Muhammad Maqbul
Hussain Choudhury.

52. Maulavi Matior Rahman Mia.

93. Maulavi Sheikh Osman Ali
Sadagar.

54. Miss Mavis Dunn.

55. Srijut Binode Kumar ]J.
Sarwan.

56. Srijut Dhirsingh Deuri.

57. Srijut Rabi Chandra Kachari.

Ayes being 57 and noes 20, the motion was carried.

Kuan Sams Mauravi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : Sir,
those who have voted for the motion (No.1), should, I think, have preference,

Tue Hon’sBLE THE SPEAKER : I shall remember it (.Jaug;,;e,).

As regards the next motion in the name of Maulavi Munawwarali ¥
© not understand whether it is a censure cut or an €economy cut.

Mavravi MUNAWWAR ALT: Both, Sir. I beg to move, that the
provision of Rs. 14,59,999 under Grant No. 24, Major Head — 50.—Cjvil

Works, Minor head—A.—Original Works (total), at page 170 of the Budget,
be reduced by Rs. 9,999,

Mavravi DEWAN MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY - May we
know whether a separate prayer room will be provided for the Muliain.
madans ?

Tue Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER :

i I will look into the matter and try to
provide one.
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MavLav: MUNAWWAR ALI : Sir, these four figures 9,999 in the
original demand were very tempting to me so much so that I wanltg,dba
reduction by the amount. The figure that would then stand wou ‘ﬁ
14,50,000——-8 ﬁgpre which would be more welcome to any one who wi
have an interest in mathematics (laughter) :

Tue How’sLE THE SPEAKER : What has the hon. member got
to say about economy ?

Mavravi MUNAWWAR ALI: I have denoted my intention f{_)l'
moving this motion. I wanc that use of foreign irons be altogether disconti-
nued in the Public Works Department and that Indian irons be used in-
stead and further that Government should adopt a policy of re-inforced
<cement concrete and cement brick method in the Public Works Department
together with a policy of avoiding the use of foreign irons. Sir, why I
demand that Government should adopt a policy of re-inforced cement con-
«crete and cement brick method will be apparent when I say that this will
also solve the question of unemployment to a great extent. There will be
brick methods all over the country and a large number of unemployed
people will be employed in brick manufactures. Cement is made in
India and there is also a great scope in this province for production pf
<ement. We have seen the disaster caused by the terrible earthquake in
Quetta and by the last earthquakes in Behar and Goalpara. These earth-
quakes have shown beyond the shadow of a doubt that the re-inforced
cement concrete and brick work is strong enough to defy even such disastrous
earthquakes. The Tata irons are quite good and can stand foreign com-
petition, an also re-inforced cement concrete work should be adopted. 1 wish
that not a piece of iron be brought from foreign land. This will solve the
economic condition and the economic difficulties in the province Thisisa
matter of great policy and the Ministry willdo well and will earn the
gratitude of the people if they have courage to adopt this policy and
-anounce this on the floor of this House.

The motion was put by the Hon’ble Speaker.

Srijur GOPI NATH BARDOLOI: Sir, we on this side of the
House.think that the principle enunciated in this motion is quite reasonable.
We think that all Indian irons, as far as possible, should be made use of in
buildings and in every work that is taken up by Government. With

these words I support the motion moved by my hon. friend Maulavi
Munawwar Ali, - .

MRr. JOBAI\_TG D. MARAK: Hon’ble the Speaker, Sir, I stand to
oppose the motion for the following reasons, F irstly because this motion is
not in acpordar}ce with the world wide policy of the world international
:31:1;nerc1al pohpy. To boycot foreign goods may mean some disadvantage
ot etgrea.t Indian merchants of the great commercial marts of India, as of

cutta, Bombay and Madras etc. And further, Sir, the tone of the
motion will tell on us, the people of Assam, where thére are no large com-

mercial marts, that we are VEry narrow min e. and have no idea or
knowledge of the world and international (tiricllep?l?ilclzn all nations of the
earth do advocate. And, Sir, the method proposed by the hon. mover is
only for the experts who can adopt the new method of re-inforced cement
concrete, etc., and this will not be practicable for the people living in the
country side, With these words, Sir, I oppose the motior.

FaS
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THE Hon’BLE Mauravi Sarvio Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am feeling that T am blessed to-day because I have got
blessings of the two sides of the House.

The policy which they are recommending by this cut motion has
already been followed by the present Government and their predecessors as
well.  We have all along been trying to get only Indian iron for our requi-
rements. When Indian mills cannot supply, then only we import British
material but we have never used any foreign iron. At the present juncture,
with this mad race for increased armaments by the big Powers even the
British irons are not available. If we want to place any orders, they say
they cannot supply within the next 18 months. So within thc_hmit, we are
following the policy that is recommended by my hon. friend Maulavi
Munawwar Ali. 2

As regards the second point that we should adopt re-inforced cemens
concrete and cement brick methods for our ‘buildings, that is a matter for
experts and in all cases that kind of building is not cheaper thz}n the other
structurcs. Much depends on the availability of raw matqnals, s.uch' as
sand, concrete chips and other requisites. I hope my hon. friend will give
that bit of latitude to our Public Works Department to think of all the
available raw materials, before deciding whether in a particular building-we
should use re-inforced cement concrete. T hope my hon. friend will see his
way to withdraw his cut motion. " =

Sryyur SIDDHI NATH SARMA : * Ts not ‘British material foreign?

Tue Hon'sre Mauravi Sarvio S;ik. MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
British material is not *foreign ’ in the technical sense of the term.

Mavravi MUNAWWAR ALI: In view of the statement made by the
Hon’ble Chief Minister, I beg leave of the House to withdraw my motion ?

The motion was, with the leave of the House, withdrawn?

The House was adjourned for lunch at 2 p. M.

The House re-assembled after lunch.

TaE Hon'srLe THE SPEAKER : Order, order. It appears from the
motion* of Maulavi Mabarak Ali that he wants to criticise the policy of
the Government in increasing the expenditure on the Police. As.a rule
such motion should be valued at Rs.100 or less but hctlzre the amount is
Rs.8,973. 8¢ in that view, I think, the motion is not in order.

31’1-:5 How'BLE MAUL;\H SAI‘:’I_D SIR 'MUHAMMAD_ SAADULLA:
Not only that Sir. I have got another objection to this motion. According
to the note on the cut motion tabled by my hon. ffleﬂd, I find that h_c wants
to criticise the policy of the Government for increasing expenditure on
Police. 1t ought to ‘have come under the Police budget and not here.
Similarly next motion stands in the name of my hon. friend Srijut Haladhar

Wyan and he also wants to discuss about the proposed factory in Nowgong
ail.  These two motions are not, therefore, in order, because the civil works
department is merely an instrument of carrying out orders of the Adminis-
trative Departments. Administrative Departments provide money and Public
Works Department are only to carry out:the order. Whea the h,Qn.,meI:fl-
bers want (o discuss about "the expenditure on the police and the Factory in
Nowgng Jail, they ought to have come under respective .demands and not
under this head.

THE Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : I think, the Hon’ble Ghief Minister is
right. Here the policy of administration regarding the Police Department
is wanted to be discussed but as the cut motion relates to.civil work, 1
think it is not in order.

* Tnat the provision of Rs.20,073 under grant No. 24, Major head 50—Civil works,
Minor head A.—Criginal works, Subk-head (a)—Buildings—-@P‘ol.icc (other than Assam Rifles)
at page 169 of the Budgct, be reduced by Rs.8,973. (To ,ca-'_Ume the policy of Government
for increasing the expenditure cn the police).
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MaurLavi MABARAK ALl: On apoint of order, Sir. This motion
relates to construction of buildings and 1 think it comes within the purview

is?

e th};‘ng Hon’sre THE SPEAKER: But the hon. member wants to
¢cidticise the policy of the Government for increasing the expenditure on the
police. From the motion it does not appear that he wants to discuss about
the question of construction of buildings.

Basu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Cannot it be said, Sir, that the
expenditure on police means expenditure for buildings for the Police
Station?

Tue Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : Of course, it may be said but the
motion is not properly worded and so it is out of order. The next motion*
stands in the name of Srijut Haladhar Bhuyan and he wants to say that the
factory in Nowgong Jail is not necessary.

Tue Hon’sLe Mauvravi Sarvip SR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA .
Sir, this motion relates to jail but it has come under ¢ buildings .

Tre Hon'sre THe SPEAKER : Yes, it relates to Jail but the motion
has come under ¢ buildings’, and so I think, the Public Works Department
is not to answer for the policy of the Jail Department.

Seijur HALADHAR BHUYAN : Sir, this amount was not included
in the Budget, under Jail and Convict Settlements head because it relates to
factory building in Nowgong Jail, and has been shown under the head of
¢ Civil works ” so I had to move this cut motion under this head. Hqy-
ever, I do not like to move the motion. 3

Tue Hon’BLE MAULAVI SAIYID SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -
Sir, he does not want to move the motion. LTy

Tue Hon’sLe THE SPEAKER: Does not the hon. member w
move the motion? G

Srijur HALADHAR BHUYAN : Yes, Sir, I do not like to
motion in view of the fact that Mahatma Gandhi recently gave o
ment that the jails should be converted into industrial factorics ?

Tue Hon’sre taHe SPEAKER: Next motion stands in the
Maulavi Munawwar Ali. This motion is also for the purpose of ¢ ame of
defective construction of the Assembly Hall, etc., but it is valued atnlt{:'s‘“g
;i the hon. member wants to criticise the unsatisfactory arrangem 999,
its scanty accommodation the motion should have been valued at cht and
at a lesser sum, 5.100 or

move this
ut a state-

Mavravi MUNAWWAR ALI: Sir, I ;

Rs.99? s ey TRk o bidpg
Tur Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : In that case th

have to wait till motion No.6 is taken up because ft ish 3:iu;?lcmbcr will

but if he wants to value it at Rs.100, then of course, I will llat Rs: 101,

move his motion first. : allow him to

Mauravi MUNAWW, : ]
Rs.1007? WWAR ALI: Very well, Sir, I value iy

Tue HoN’BLE :
(e B THE SPEAKER: The hon. member may move his

#* That the provision of Rs. 25,653 under Grant No. 2 j ivi
) 510 . 25,653 . 24, Major head—50—Civil works
;'li\tdglaogrch;:ﬁagd:p.t-i;c()ggncix::ltxv%:ks, dbuu‘-ihti;ldA(aJ—Building;—jails and convict scttlcmc‘;xts:
pa; ; udge reduce Rs.7,153. (Th i
Jail is consi lered uuncccisa'ry for the prcscr):t). ; el e
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Mavravi MUNAWWAR ALI: Mr, Speaker, Sir, I beg, to move -
that the provision of Rs.3,37,599 under Grant No.24, Major head. —50.— -
Civil works, Minor head.—A.—Qriginal works, Sub-head—(a)—Buildings,
total, at page 169 of the budget be reduced by Rs.100?

Cor. A. B. BEDDOW: QOna poiat of order, Sir. Will the hon.
member withdraw his cut motien if the Public Works Department fiX
amplifiers in the House ?

Tue Hox'sre THE SPEAKER : The hon. member perhaps knows that -
this Assembly Department is a separate department and if “really the hon.
member wants to criticise the unsatisfactory arrangement. ol this building;
of course, he is quite in order. - =

MavrLavi MUNAWWAR ALI: I beg to move Sir, that the provision
of Rs.3,37,599 under Grant No. 24, Major head—50.—Civil Works, Minor
head.—A.—Original Works, Sub-hecad—(a} Buildings, total, at page 169 of
the Budget, be reduced by Rs.100; i.c., the amount of the grant da stand
reduced to Rs.3,37,499. PR g o

Mr. Speaker, Sir, the object of my motion is l]‘llS.‘ I'want» to criticise
and very strongly criticize the defective construction of the Assembly Hall.
This is my first point. The hon. members, who have been here during this
month, have complained from day to day, and from hour to hour, that they
are not audible. Although, Sir, we raise our voicc to the pitch the sound
reverberates and there are echoes and re-echoes and we bear nothing. You
will, I am sure, Mr. Speaker, agree with me that this is so, and it is due to the
unscientific construction of this Hall. Sir, I read a bit of scicnce and thereby
I understand that the sound waves focus at some points:; but the Hall is so
construc ed that from that focus the waves go round and. do not reach the
cardrums of the hon. members. I desire, that a sound expert should be con-
sulted in order to reconstruct this Fall.  This is my first. point, which every
hon. member of this House complains against. _

‘Then, Mr. Speaker, the second point is the unsatisfacsory sitting arrange--
ment. Every hon. member feels this inconvenience. Whaea we put our
things on the desk they slide down and we cannot pick them up for want of
sufficient space. As a result the pencil is missed, paper is. missed, and some
times the book also.

Tue Hon'oLe THE SPEAKER : I think the hon. member approved.of
these plans. 3 ”

1\};}\31_[; ;Avt MUNAWWAR ALI: Yes, Si‘r,.but I complain and bitterly-
complain, and I hopeeall the hon. rn_cr_nbcrs. here: agre:_wwh me _when I say
so. Sir, you have seen the rush of visitors after the: inauguration of the
Provincial Autonomy in this Province. There 1s-natu.rally an over-anxiety
on the part of the public to see the tamasha. [Laughter] - .

Tue Hon’sLe THE SPEAKER: The hon. member 1is not in order in
using this disparaging term.

gMAUL(::VrI’ MgUl\%AW WAR ALI: In that case, Sir, I modify it and
replace it by “our performances”. None perhaps in. this House is so keenly
aware of the disappointment of the public than Mr. Speaker, you
yourself are. Perhaps that has I_:)ccn your most unplea§ant duty to reject
applications for accommodation in tne visitors’ galleries. I would take
liberty of this Hon’ble House to make certain suggestions. I think a very
large number or number of visitors can be accommodated if my suggestions
are given cffect to. My suggestion first of all is that a gallery be opened
in front (west side of the Hqusc), and that wall be demolished and a
theatre be constructed that side. Then, Sir, t5 my mind a portion™ of the
wall on the southern side might be demolished, and there might be an

extension to make a gallery over therc. "This will accommodate more than
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L
these two sides (North ;mdl l_iast) accommodate, and this should i)e_d;?nc
in a manner so that all the visitors may be qu:lal,ly able to hear anr%‘ see.
We have also noticed the inconvenience that is felt all-round. I find in my
front many anxious visitors taking their stand from behind. If a gallery
were built that would not have been the case. Every one of the anxious
and curious visitors would have been put to hear and sec to the same

cxtent.

Tae Hox'eLE THE SPEAKER : What is the hon. member’s suggestion
about acoustics ?

MaurLavi MUNAWWAR ALI: I think, Sir, a very good engincer
who is expert in acoustics, might be consulted in this respect, and also
certain experiments might be performed here. A speaker might be posted
to different points, and certain other persons might hear him from point to
to point.

Then Sir, the third point that I put forward is the defect in ventilation.
That is-a minor matter and it can be easily remedicd. I do not lay more
stress on this point than make a mere mention of it.

May I also suggest that there might be separate accommodaticn for
Iadies, so that it might encourage Moslem ladies. So far as [ know of my
community, most of them wx[l not come but stillp rovision of accommodation
for purdah-nashin ladies might provide an incentive for them to come.

Sir, my friends are poking me to speak somsthing about loudspeakers.
I noticed the use of loudspeakers in the old Bengal Legislative Council,
but I could not become enamoured of i_t. My experience of it did not appeal
to me very much, but all the same I bring this point to your kind notice,
as my hon. friends here are very anxious on this point.

Sir, with these few words I place my motion for the consideration of
my hon. friends here.

[The motion was put by the Hon’ble Speaker.]
. Tue Hon’sLe Mauravi SAIvID SiR - MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -
My hon. friend, the mover of this motion also wanted to speak about the
unsatisfactory sitting arrangement, but, Sir, he forgot to mention it.

Mauravi MUNAWWAR ALI: I did mention it, Sir.

Tue HoN’BLE Mauravi Saryip Sik MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -
There is another cut motion, Sir, No. 6 in which Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee
wants to raise a discussion on the same subject. Is it not better that he
speaks before any other hon. member.

Tue Hon’sLe THE SPEAKER :  Instead of moving a separate motion
the hon. member may speak on this motion. After this motion is discussed.
¥ ]

his motion cannot be taken up ; because the discussion will be barred by the
discussion that is going on now. y

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : Mr, Speaker

Sir, the previous Spea-
kers have contented themselves with airing the gricve’mce; of pthosc pcrEOHS

who come here and look down u §in thi
: ] pon us in this Assembly, but I propose to
mention some of the grievances -which we thé members r);ii this HOLI:sc Iizccl- I

are feeling in th¢ House. I do not know thé motjve of the brilliant brains who
designed these seats of torture. It may be that they were guided by @
Bpirit of generosity ; they wanted to keep us wide awake, that we might not
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go off to sleep in the midst of our deliberations, or that they wanted these

straightbacked-seats to straighten out our backbones ? To what extent our

backbones have been straightencd up, it is for the House to judge. What-

ever the motive, Sir, I would say that it was an act of perversity on their

part to have taken this revenge on the members of this House in this way....
Tue Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : For what fault ?

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : Bezause of the unpleasant duty
of this House to criticise their actions (laughter) and the only revenge that
I should like to have upon them is that they should also sit on these seats
from 11 to 5 and listea to all sorts of speeches wise and otherwise, (laughter).
So I submit that when any alterations are made, the attention of the
authorities should be drawn to the fact that we come here to do a little work,
and that we should be provided with reasonably comfortable seats to enable
us to perfurm it without having to submit to such tortures ?

KuAN Bamapur Mavravi KERAMAT ALL : Mr. Speaker, Sir,
with your permission, I would like to bring to the notice of Government
that, if my information is correct, in all othsr provinces suitable places are
provided for the press reporters, but here I find that the newspaper reporters
are being driven from post to pillar and pillar to post. They were first
given a place just to my right, and then they were driven to that corner to
the north-west, and now I find them amongst the visitors in ““ B >’ Gallery.
I do not know if they can hear the speeches that are being delivered here
especially from the opposition block.........

Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAH : Taey reported your 75 per cent.
reduction all right.

Kuan Baapur Mavravi KERAMAT ALL: Yes, but not that of
yours and, therefore, I think they should be given a better place.

Mavuvravi ABDUR RAHMAN: Mr., Speaker, Sir, I beg to
support this motion, and in supporting the motion I would like to

mention the personal inconvenience which I have had to undergo

during the last four weeks. I understand Mr. Chaudhury, the Hon’ble
Minster for Revenue, is the loudest speaker amongst the members of (he
Cabinet, but even though I sit only some four or five cubits away from him I
cannot hear what he says.

And then again, another complaint which has been made by miny of
my hon. friends sitting opposite is that they do not hear me though I speak
out at the utmost top of my voice. .

Then, again, Sir, it has been complai_ncd that the paint with ~which
the walls have been painted hurts the eyesight. It has been complained of
and I personally feel that when we look towards the wall we feel uncomfor-
table,

A voice :—you can suggest some colour.

Mavuravi ABDUR RAHMAN: I would suggest green.

Then, again, I come to the question of seats. These are very
uncomfortable. When anybody wants to go out from the middle he has to
tread on other people’s feet, and when anybody wants to write anything on
the desk that has been provided he has to stoop in a very uncomfortable
position. Then there is no place to keep our caps on, and we cannot be
sitting here whole day holding it in our hands. Then, Sir, it reminds me
that when I was reading in the School, in an Upper Piimary School, I
found that someti‘mcs my books were taken away by other boys by miSta;kc
and sometimes it was the other way, and similarly in this House sometimes
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1 find that some of my papers have be

- en taken aw

onc by mistake. So I say that these seats are very uncomfortaal;sllcl.)y‘f,gmc‘
3 are

not here for an hour, but we have been here for th

sl > : ] e last one

sitting from 11 to 5, and this sort of discomfort cannot be cndur;:l;c;1 E‘l(-)l;' san(}ll
uc

a long period.
It is also true, as has been suggested by my hon. friend Khan Bahad
ahadur

Keramat Ali, that the press reporters cannot hear all tl
from this side of the House. They also complained, at tllc people
of the reporters complained to me that they cannot ,hfa. cagt some
people from this side say- No one here is stringent or unwiili; what  the
voice at the loudest but still if we hear all these complaints, it Igct:’ uscllus
there is something really defective. With these words I el apjc:l?st Ottulat
Hon’ble Minister t0 sec that some suitable arrangement should be madf
There is onc other thing I would like to mention. That is with regard %
the seating arrangements for the Hon’ble Ministers. I think they should be
allowed such scats that they may be able to face the House on all sides.
Otherwise, on many occasions even the Hon’ble Revenue Minister and the
Hon’ble Education Minister are not audible. Of course they arc trying
their utmost to become audible to all. But we cannot hear them. I think
the voice is very casily audible from persons who are sitting in front of the
Speaker. There scems O be some delect for which we are not able to hear.
1 hen agains on the floor some arrangement of carpet should be made
below the seats should be covered.

CHAUDHURY: S'r,

d at t the passage

and at least the DA, pGDDIN MUHAMMAD
to support this motion

Otherwise, Sir, the motion will go

when I go out

MAULAVI ' _
there have been 50 many gentlemen cominz torward
that I am tempted tO rise and oppose 1t.
without any opposition. L
Mr. BA!DYANA_TH MOOKERJEE: On a point of order. Sir, is
that the spirit with which he should oppose the motion ? He says that
supported it. /

Tos ny members
ecause so many SPEAKER: T

Tue Hon’BLE THE
to oppose the motion.
MAULAVI ASHRAFUDDIN MUHAMM:\D CHAUDHURY: Iam
ns Sir, it is all very well for the hon.  members Mr. Chanda
ar Ali to say that they are finding it
arrangements. But,

he hon. member is quite at liberty

giving my reaso :
or Mr. Mookerjec or Maulavi Munaww
difficult and inconvenient with regard to the scating

Sir, I never feel any discomfort.
MRr. BAIOYANATH MOOKERJEE: You arc a straigh
EAKER : The hon. member shou

Tue HoN'BLE THE SP
to go on.
ASHRAFUDDIN MUHAMMAD CHAUDHURY: Sir,
Is should be painted green. But, Sir, T am

4 MAULAVI
it has been suggcstcd that the wa ;
I am an Yyoung man and I am representiug the

myself green because
colour green in myself. -
if Now, Sir, the arrangement that has already been
sh‘(;‘\:fd“’ be changed and altered that would mean muc
Sot? and ccanorise expense in all ways.
them. E:ta"’hthc press is concerned, we arc not personall
S far a:; tt‘:ﬁ' are certainly put to difficulty by present ar e
had to admit th;zo?d speakers are con(_:crncd even Maulavi Mu,_mawwar i
Calcutta and af; there was one experiment 1n the Hon’ble High Court at
after 24 hours that had to be removed. A loud speaker 11t a

t line.

1d be allowed

made at a great cost,
h cxpcnditurc and we

y conccrncd with
rrangements.

E U
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House like this is not probably suitable and will not serve the purpose.
Ladies should not be allowed to come out and look down upon us—and Sir,
who will look after our children?

So far as the Hon’ble the Revenue Member’s voice is concerned, I
should say there is no certainty in the voice of any one. It sometimes
happens to be loud and at times it is not and those sitting in the extreme
corners will always have difficulty in hearing now and then. I am afraid we
cannot have it louder by any sort of application made to him. As I said it
is natural that it fails sometimes. And we cannot repair or improve it.

With these words I oppose the motion.

Mgr. JOBANG D. MARAK : Sir, I support the motion (loud laughter).
I think, Sir, I have carefully noted all the suggestions made by the hon.
mover but I am sorry to say that the hon. mover has left out one very impor-
tant item, and that is the seating arrangements made for the Hon’ble Minis-
ters which are inconvenient. In this House it is very important that we
should all hear the Ministers’ speeches and hear what all they say. Other-
wise we are disappointed altogether.  So it was sqggcstcd by one of the
previous speakers that their seats should be placed in the front of your seat,

Tae Hon’srLe THE SPEAKER: That cannot be done.

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK : Of course Sir I am not familiar with the
scating arrangements made in this House. I am simply saying what my
personal opinion is.

Another thing is this. The Hon’ble Ministers have so many big files
and it is very very inconvenient for them to lay the files on the floor and,
therefore, some sort of arrangement should be made for them. They should
be given tables or bigger desks should be provided for them.

Of course as far as our seats are concerned, I could agree with the last
speaker because we are comfortable (loud laughter). But, Sir, the other
point that further extension should be made for the gallery for the public, I
agrec, in this with the mover. The public must have interest in the affairs
of this House. I quite agree with the proposal for this extension.
agree with regard to other points also.
the motion.

Basu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURY: Mr Speaker,
Sir, all the bulky Members of the House got up and supported the hon.
Mover. The Hon’ble Ministers have also their supporters. But alas there
was none who came to the relief of the lean and thin tall figures, Sir, myself
and my bon. friend here (Srijut Debeswar Sarmah) have our own grievan-
ces. We cannot strech our knees and feel asif we are in bar fetters in a
prison house. When we have to pass one another we find it a great difficul-
ty. We have to raise our legs upwards and put the heads downwards. That
18 the punishment we are put to. Again, Sir, as regards the voices, day in
and day out, we have heard complaints that we cannot hear the Hon’ble
Members. Sir, before we came to the House we heard that the Hon’ble
the Revenue Minister was a great orator. But when we are here what do
we find? We do not hear him on many occasions and we only see his
theatrical gestures and performances and waving locks of his bobbed hairs.
The other day we heard from the Hon’ble the Chief Minister that his
chest is wide enough. In spite of his strong lungs, we cannot always hear
him well. Therefore, some arrangement should be made so that we may
follow and hear the Hon’ble Members of the House.

Again, as regards tl}e gallery, we hear that on the last occasion it was
complained by the Public Works Department that if there be such visitors,
the galleries may collapse. If that be the case, I must say the construction of
the galleries must have been defective and as such there must be some
arrangement 50 that it may be properly constructed,

i I also
With these words I support
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One other thing T must mention is the provision of carpets. For want of
it I myself slipped twice and I was almost breaking my knees but for one
Hon’ble European gentleman coming to my _rescuc. Then I should have
gone to my constituency and told them that I had broken my knees in trying
10 serve them. I therefore suggest carpetting.

Also, there is no arrangement for proper ventilation. On account of
that we feel headache and giddy often times by hearing the same song
from day to day in support of the Ministry just as my hon. friend Mr. Morak
does.

With these few suggestions I support the motion.
Tue Hox’sLe THE SPEAKER : I think the Hon’ble Chief Minister

should reply.

Tue HoN'BLE MAULAVI SAIYID S;r MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I
am in a difficulty as regards this motion for you know, Sir, that you are in
charge of the Assembly Department as well as this Chamber.

Tue HowBLE THE SPEAKER : But I always look to the Leader of the
House to speak on my behall.

Tue Hox'sLE MAULAVI Sarvip SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I
want simply to place certain facts before the hon. members. As regards
the defective construction of this hzll, of all persons my hon. friend, the
mover, Maulavi Munawwar Ali ought to know that it was he who started
¢his hall. It was built in 1921 when he was a member of the old Council.
Even 1 who came to represent Assam Valley in the Legislative Council since
19i3 was absent at that period. So if there was any difficulty in the hall,

either in construction or acoustics, its existence dates from 1921 and I have
so long. This hall, including its ad-

not heard any complaint from him . o

juncts, was constructed ata cost of nearly 3 lalghs. A remodelling 0: the

present hall will cost quite a good amount. Sir, I myself, as a science

student, has read a little bit of acoustics, but I would not like to bring it

ont of my rusty memory and speak as to how to remove the defects. As my

hon. friend said, it would be the duty of an expert in acoustics to SC€
how the audibility in the House can be increased. What I want to point
out, Sir is that it will not be in good taste to criticise either this Govern-
ment or the Hon’ble Speaker who is in charge of the Assembly and this
House for a defect which has been in existence for the last 16 years.

Mavravi MUNAWWARALL: On a point of explanation, Sir. 1
do not criticise anybody, but whar T want is the removal of the defects.

Tie Honiwe MAuLavi Satvio St MUHAMMAD SAADULLA L Tac
word “eriticism” is the ¢, Sir, in the note to the motion—“to criticise the de-
_lective construcuon of the Assembly Hall™.

[he rext item is about the unsatisfactory scaling arrangements. About
that, Sir, hon. members, and especially you, Sir, know that the scating
arrangement was evolved after prolonged discussion between the Hon’ble
Presiclent of the old Council and Mr. Blank, the Secretary of the Tie-
gislative Council then, and the Chief Engineer. The Hon’ble President
went the lengih of having sample scats of the type that is reproduced here.
But 1hey were tested by—unfortunately for lis—the then If’rcsi i Sk,
Hon’ble Maulavi Faizrur Ali, who Iepresents in type my hon f;iends
Srijut Deveswar Sarmah and Babu Dakshina Ranjan Gupta, and thiseanple
was passed. All these arrangements have cost nearly Rs.10,000

s “BAIDYANATH MOOKHERJEE: Probably he did not think of
people like Mr. Chanda and myself.

Tae HON’BLE MAULAVI SAIYID Sik MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: If
these seating arrangements are to be re-done for the comfort of myself oFf
my pis-a-vis over there, for the comfort of Mr. Chanda or for the matter of
that for my fiiend Mr. Osman Sadagar at the opposite corner it would cost
a good deal more. : ;

!
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!}A‘BU KAMINI KUMAR SEN: What about Maulavi Sayidur Rah-
man?

Tue Hon’BLE MauLAvI SArvip SR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: He
did not complain. That will mean, Sir, that we should spend at least ano-
ther Rs.5,000 if not more. Iam at one with my hon. friend, Maulavi
Munawwarali when he says that these desks are so constructed that you
¢annot keep anything over them. Every thing rolls off Most probably
hon. members have noticed me always begging of the assistant for a pen-
cil, because my pencil always rolls down. But I must warn him about one
thing. If he wants that there should be some kind of obstruction, or in order
to accommodate my friend, Mr. Abdur Rahman, to give him a  bigger desk
to write on, he will have to consider his own bulk as evidenced by the diffi-
culty in which I stand. I spoke to the Hon’ble Speaker that the Ministers
shall have to bring a large number of files and that therefore in making
scating arrangements, the desks should be a little broader. The result is,
although my friends, have got only 12 inches of torture, we have been pro-
vided with 25 inches of the same stuff. As a matter of fact, though I am
broad about the chest, I have unfortunately a broader waist measurement,
and so cannot stand in my seat on account of the desk and I have always to
get outside and violate the rule of not facing the Hon’ble Speaker. On  ac-
count of my taking pesition this way and also on account of the fact that
I have a large number of files, T generally block the traffic in the passage by
my side. I have got about 25 files on the way at present. I am afraid I will
be hauled up some day for damages if some members tumble down and get
hurt.

All the suggestions that have been made will be duly considered by the
Hon’ble Speaker who is in charge of the Asscmbly, and if with our local
knowledge and local experts, any improvement can be made, we will try to
mect them.

As regards acoustics, Sir, I have got personal knowledge of the Calcutta

“High Court, where the court rooms have got the same difficulty. Some en-

gincers tried various kinds of experiments. In many of those rooms they
hung wires. Their idea was that these wires would obstruct the wave
lengzhs so that the audibility will be improved. But these attempts ended
in failure. In the sessions court, an amplifier was tried, with the result that
it had to be removed within 24 hours. I ha.e got my own experience
with the loud-speaker and amplifiers which are used in big meetings. These
have got the cffect of making the voice have a very metallic twang and of
making the sound very unpleasant after a short time.
‘Then as regards the galleries, the hon. mover has suggested having
For a big assemblage like this, it is necessary
fr members to go to the lounge room and rest and go to the library also.
‘The visitors who go to the gallery will have to go by the respective stair-
cases. A gallery in this side wil] entirely close the foyer and members will
be inconvenienced in going to the lounge and the library. Next it was
suggested that there should be another visitors’ gallery on the south. That
I the symmetry of the building and also would mean
I doubt whether the supports and posts that are on
e been made so heavy as to bear the weight of a

quite a good amount.
this side of the hall hav
gallery on the top.
Then, Sir, as regards defective ventilation. There cannot be any
difficulty here, but that ventilation can be very easily provided by makin
those glass windows on the top movable. But one defect is that generally
in the winter we get the sun from the southern side and those who have sat
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in the old Council during those days know that we had been compelled to
request the then Hon’ble President to put shutters to keep the sun shine from
troubling us.

i Sir,gall these defects will be considered very carefully by_ t}}c Depart-
ment and after we have thought over the matter and given our instruction,
those that are feasible will be carried out by t'hc Public Wo- ks Department
which is in my charge. Infact, I think, it will be admitted on all hands
that the intention of my hon. friend - IvIaulavx_ Munawxyar Ali has been
~achiceved and he will be pleased to withdraw his cut motion. ,

Tue Hon’sLE the SPEAKER : The Hon’ble Chief Minister has said
that with regard to the requircments of the members of this House it is the
Speaker who is to put up proposals and that when these proposals would be

ut up he as the Finance Minister will certainly consider them.

Now with regard to the dcfccts that have been pointed out by the hon.
members I should inform the Heuse that on the very first day when I entered
this hall, I noticed all these defects and when this House was pleased to place
me in occupation of this Chair I at once directed my attention to sce what
1 could do in order to remove thess defeets.  The accommodation of the vi-
sitors including the press reporters attracted my attention first and with re-
gard to that I had consultations with the Chief Engineer and the Superin-
tending Engineer ; and when there were complaints from the press reporters
that the gallery that was allotted to them was not adequate and was not a
suitable place for them, I thought of shifting their place to the “ B * gal-

- Jery and had the present arrangement made. The arrangement that has
been made 18 only experimental.

‘With regard to tl‘.cls)cats, I_ thought over this matter ; but one of the
defects the bkon. mcmbers arc complaining of is due to the faet that
this hall, which was built for accommodation of 53 members in the old

15 T tili‘(‘d {or the aceo s JC_!S 1.1. the o
Counql e : AT Tl"’lmodauon of 108 members including
mysclf. Now it the sea s are to b¢ made commicdious and ccmfortable for
the members then I do not know what suitable arrangement can be devised

*in this hall without making 1t cramped. Now if these seats be made Widcr

: at has be ft for N faTe el

then the space that has been 16_"?; for the Reporters will not be such as the
the hon. members nO\; S!CSt ﬂl ere rw1]] bg: more cncroachment on their
space and we shall find t MB tm .'?Om fort w!‘uqh we are now hankering afiér
will net be real comfort. u with the Cxisting arrangement we shall sce
what can Ee donc to e 1'?: OIUt the suggestions of the hon, members.
And at the c_:arhe'st ?pp01£11.1}11f_311\ shall put up my proposals and give sug-
gestions. I he Hon’ble Ghie 41n151€r_has told the House that when these
proposﬂfs would be put up and suggestions given, he wauld consult the e
perts and do whatever he c',:zm.

MAULAVI MUNAWWAR ALI: On the assurance given by the Hon’ble
Chief Minister and the statement that you, Mr. Speaker, have made I beg

Jeave of the Hcuse to withdraw my motion.
= The motion was with the leave of of the House withdrawn,

Tue Hon’sLe the SPEAKER @ Then comes the motion* which stands
in the name of Srijut Purna Chandra Sarma. ~ Of course I think this motion
is not in order. He wants to raise a discussion for shifting the offices of
Registration and Sadar Sub-Deputy Collector at Nowgong and granting
Rs.7,000 for the purpose to vacate the settlement buildings to make room
by exchange of buildings for the Girls’ High English School of Nowgong.

* That the provision of Rs.40,000 under Grant No.24, Major head —50.—Civil Works,
. Minor head—A.—Original Works, Sub-kead-—(a)—Buildings, detailed head—Rcgistration
at page 109 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs.100.

(To raisc a discussion for shifting the offices of registration and Sadar Sub-Deputy
g(’.ncf;“" at Nowgong and granting Rs.7,000 for the purpose to vacate the Settlement
ﬁ;ffglgﬁé)m make room by exchange of buildings for the Girls’ High English Schools of
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Now the shifting of the office of Registration and Sub-Deputy Col-
lector did not rest with the Public Works Department. That was decided
by another department. The Public Works Department is only to carry
out the orders of that Department.

Sriyjur PURNA CGHANDRA SARMA :  Sir, I think this cut motion is
relevent to this demand, because the Government of Assam through the
Commissioner of the Assam Valley Division wrote to the Secretary of the
Nowgong Girls’ High School that there was a provision made for
the purpose of building a separate house for the offices of Registration and
Sadar Sub-Deputy Collector and others in order to make an arrangement
for the exchange of the settlement buildings with some other buildings for
the Girls’ High School at Nowgong ; and that is why I have brought this
motion.

Tue Hox’sLe TRE SPEAKER: I think that was an arrangement
made between two Departments—the Education Department and the Regis-
tration Department and on the strength of that arrangement the shifting of
these offices has been sanctioned and the building is going to be constructed.

Sryyur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Some provision ought to be
aade for building the Sub-Registry office, Sub-Deputy Collector’s office and
some other offices that will make accommodation in the settlement buildings
in Nowgong for the Dawson High School.

- THE Hon'BLE THE SPEAKER : But that is not to be decided by the
Public Works Department. The decision is to be made by the Department
concerned.

Kuan BanADUR MauLavi KERAMAT ALI: What the hon. member
perhaps wants is this. The Departments concerned made the arrange-
ment- under the advice of the Public Works Department. First of all
they asked the Public Works Department to advise them as to whether this
can be done or not and is the Public Works Department advised them they
made the arrangement. :

Tue Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : I do not know whether thatis a fact.
The Hon’ble Minister in charge of Public Works Department will please
explain..

_ Tue How’sLe Mauravi Sarvio S;ix MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
The Public Works Department has absolutely nothing to do with this. As
the note suggests, the point that my hon. friend wanted to discuss is about
saifting of the offices of Registration and Sadar Sub-Deputy Collector at
Nowgong, and granting Rs.7,000 to some institution for the purpose of vacat=
ing the settlement buildings to make room by exchange for the Girls’ High
School of Nowgong.

. In the first place the Public Works Department has got no cash fund at
their disposal to make grants to other Departments.
In the next place there is the old settlement building no longer used
by the R_-CV_enuc Department, as the settlement operations have been finished.
That building was sought by the public of Nowgong for the purpose of estab-
lishing a girls’ school there, but in the meantime the Sub-Registrar and
the Sub-Deputy Collector of the Sadar Circle were given some rooins to start
their offices in. All these concerns the administrative Departments and the
Public Works Department have nothing to do. In that view, Sir, you are
perfectly justified in saying that the Public Works Department cannot be
held responsible for the arrangement and for the promise of grant that seems
to have been made by the late Government,

- Tue Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : The question is that a sum not exceed-
ing Rs.39,31,117 be gl_'anted to defray the charges which will come in the
course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1938 for
administration of the head 59 Civil Works—(Excluding st
Tools and Plant charges).

The motion was carried.

the
ablishment and
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GRANT No. 20
41—VETERINARY

Trae Hoxn’sLE Mauravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN: On the recom-
mendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move
that a sum not exceeding Rs.1,59,200 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the
31st March 1938, for the administration of the Head ¢ 41.—Veterinary .

(The motion was put by the Hon’ble Speaker.)

Srijur HALADHAR BHUYAN : I beg, Sir, to move that the provi-
sion of Rs.3,500 under Grant No. 20, Major Head 41.—Veterinary, Minor
head—A.—Superintendence, Sub-head—3.—Allowances and Honoraria,
Detailed head— Travelling allowance of Officers, at page 154 of the Budget

be reduced by Rs.100. Godanses

Sir, I move this cut motion to criticise the Government policy on the
workings of the Department about inadequacy of Veterinary Staff, utter
negligence or indifference to introduce Goat-Virus Serum for the protection
of cattle in Assam, elc.

Sryur HALADHAR BHUYAN :  sisteife Sle3al, atatas a3 foth-
@ WAy T A((F 00 IZT LG | @ 9. Iz3g fseqs AT ve @
B @HEE 5TaF, 8 &7 TACIE AlF g pANRAGCs T @3 oot
53 Fix 3433 fafsce 339 R | Si983 wanay 313w 2 footbmes
Jarel Bafe FfA0g AE CHANREE @ 43 wwydm @3 foan efies
7Rl ATECS ATCAR AT Ifee, Wi ok fasma f2firg awea
ezt T2 51 316 T3 B FY AR wiAtw eds sadons <]
foeiticet® A neglect Sidfis Wstaa) #fag | @3eh wwratay NF
IFfITr A 9% gafed €730 3] w22 fReiRT [As3 3@\ NI
A7@ 2acE A1F, V€ g, CJIl 2ot % faaiess | @3 s s Ffaares
cafsatfie, TARICANT ST AFCANCS 7247 FA | WA (47 @AtFeT w773
ptard caAfeq® ATLA WA (A 97 3 AYRF method alzd 337 cargrcy )
f2 famics ®a7 fed IEIT FAVA 62 I siRey, FRatr st fagg
carg ) A% XA AI T @rFR QI s /T 2491 713 | @ Wrwﬁi
fsticeta Tafs #fa3d fafs RANAT @FANIL 77 fray w13 o fo o0
Ffagaa [{eall q0s FAT (TS eve 000 A% W 5 €% Mdpie—ca, ;}(

gt i @g (Ia1F® 4l ot A1 G 29,0000 457 uo g5 st
af@S st Bl T3 €A AT &K ofs Al @varte sy, fag

T FERIIT TS AT (sC3ald) Statd k¢ (AN 4T T2 [5foen 3fw siteq
fifaataa st afeFasd s fafRieq fedl festd fieg sty »fai
vl 311 (3 el caica faats (oA AT Al 58 AT GTFIAR CSTHALY
52 sroae sials AfwE ( Ates 1052 fefaad (st afste? e

ﬁl
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Qg @Itata 23 At i@ Blesm 731 @ w31 wiF AsT gfaa A1
¢3BAAl Blea Aacn fafaare 3 Arad3 sfefad 313 294 a9 2zcs 1 AR
fafsrg (s3a1d) ©i#d [aaf® 93[% gl (IR %3 | AWl #7 31Q[q [Afae

coafaats wiEis fants 9%3F protection ff3 T IF TR 43| A1F, W{F
GIBTGA I (L5 3,021 34 %120% gfqa alts | @EeRl physically limpos-

sible S catcal wiyzad AF1Rs ARG o3 I R GRIGI W=
2113 7 (3397 O[Fy Wiy Ceéfans @AFsNw wAE] AWWAVLT T
si{Z 8w 37 Aa1a) 2z0s &S 2T e oéfRntir afirge) BIA w33
A1 ¢ 35S & A1 Se ([T 4F AR TfI F@ XT4R? IRIT SNT W
ST o1F ARG | (9T AFS AUF &8 2 BF 2231 e (SHAN
ofa Aaca cfenl 9# fofweal afaqea fa fo @A 3 Sfen ogRans
@2 3374 %R AT T TTII R Az W @7 A T fofed aFA
Tg7 targ | Al 2R 3 A3 agers ARed fFHA ©% ATHF IR
7B gk | 271X [ST3S ve 21HT  a1% reinderpest 3 15! IRV (AT ¢ YRIT
fes3® afarg | S TNA ALSIF WIS 9TF >0 TIRIAT 9F reinderpest i
w3 @a13® A% | &% (A rinderpest 3f ¢sif IAT (INIAS TR{ACRIT 9AF
afazg oi# 53ACaBa fIcAB:T BFY I Cerg Agees Tan ifefd 1A w4
s#% sza | wiisFifa @3 @RI ffren) 3 «fs 75 3 sy | WA
Serum Alone (531 @a9) AT @3 FIAd «3 @R B'FeA 3 Cafea
®iF TIT T4 93 » MALATT 9T | W(F S39100% paq AINA6y fReniby
sl ol ate 3 53T @aa 1 29,85¢31 97 ffacal zfafga et ElRe
gooy D31 435 02T | FICT TAFAT 55 T Tl 2 fofzema fafare 6
Ffifga | 759 90,0551 9% Goat-Virus Serumiy  fofaen 3ts Aoy
atgtas vy BIRF 5@ 435 FARA; AR 40,0055 F @ 810y B
%35 #R32 BfFenl F0AT Affawwil ©%,Goat-Virus injection =iats TFIAT
*{) =0 2&fe? ;  @f® R IFrq#g 93 =a) 391 @ Goat-Virus 3f7 CoIEONS
A T T (IR o, BFICA e ztw{Iy A 20 gaArALacs o4F 317 IR

AT SERAS ST Wiyl «faae Wiy o\ FFS se gty yfame

o8 o5 BRI CIITER ev A o9 %] 377 1R =t# 71 Se Igaeq 2D
23| & TS SIS «raiq 2atc® @ Goat-Virus (e I[NIT IR
3 39 A3 feg qadfeady fostibe Aal vl 1T (¥ wism @8 Goat-
Virus 0911 3R fafacg 13t aiziBe cstagat arragement 1 37
fifea; 23 [ 319@ @feal g R IR etF @ BA 1 =ataam
rafef® R 233 @A T3 4T oot R BAR @HiRs
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51§73 @bfotasas Asi9fs 2473 LafEn (@ ¢sC3aR) feoifScasesiga ar- 373
S ¥4 ATst q3Ta w4 B3 (93 ANs | (ITALS suggestion fAlgA
SH§S Goat-Virus Serum %(3tt® (@ saving 23 ¢12 5313 (33131 T8
N =@ 912 9% fRarz=e axl 3fRaBa 221 FR[e awst | fag =61AS A4
Q @ftate ¢AZ 37 @21 ' A3\

THE Hox’BLE THE SPEAXER: The hon. member has spoken for
12 minutes.

TrE Hon’BLE Mauravi Sarvip Sik MUHAMMAD SAAD ULL.{L:
Sir, the subject matter of his speech is rather interesting and I think the
hon. member may be allowed to go on.

Sryur HALADHAR BHUYAN: =®{# weedy bullsy faqz2lal 333
ARE Q51 I FG | 1398{9¢ b7AB 39,232 W[F 239¢| 95 5T 2¢,938 weedy
bnlls JUF1T} Czrg 1 €43 5139 SRACILE H59:19¢ 5AT 4B H(F 199¢|9%
$4% 5951 breeding bull 31 13 5% fittz | breeding bull (373) a2 =fsica
ﬁﬁiﬁ F{A9 of[2 AT uncovered €& AT (713 1ﬁ_?=‘l Atqty) WiF Sig
fafacs A2 fRats 3r=) ¢z 317 atfieg JF catafay zae BHa cwnaz] wadsq
78 @% weedy bulls fzat® =2 37120 departmentq wgx fargy waAtfef
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Tee Hon’sLe THE SPEAKER: The motion moved is that the provi-
sion of Rs.3,500 under Grant No.20, Major hcad 41.—Veterinary, Minor

head A.—Superintendence, Sub-head—3.—Allowances and  Honoraria,

Detailed head—Traveiling allowance of officers, at page 154 of the
budget be reduced by Rs.100.

Srijur LAKHESVAR BOROOAH :  Sir, I congratulate my hon. friend
Srijut Haladhar Bhuyan for bringing in this important matter for discussion
on the floor of this House and the able way in which he moved it. I endorse
every word that my hon. friend has spoken just now. Under the: present
arrangement Sir, only two Veterinary Surgeons are provided in the sz_xbdnrl-
sion to minister to the needs of thousand villages. I may say for certain that
this is true in the case of my subdivision Dibrugarh, where the two Veterinary
Surgcons have got to go round 1,894 villages besides attending to the houses

i
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of the Assam Valley Light Horse and the Polo ponies of European Tea
Planters, who live in large number in my subdivision, Sir, you will be
surprised to hear that one of these two miserable creatures hag got to go
about 1,147 villages and to traverse an area of 2,872 square miles with a
bicycle. Sir, the present arrangement to meet the requirements of the
villages is unsatisfactory. To add to the situation, Sir,; we find from the
reply given by the Hon’ble Minister for Agriculture to question No. 596 of
hon. Srijut Gaurikanta Talukdar that he proposes to buy and distribute
breeding bulls for Rs.50,000. We find, Sir, that in the budget not a single
pie has been provided to look to the health of the innumer;x‘ble animals that
are going to be purchased with the huge amount. It requires no forctcllcr
to say that the animals would lie in danger of succumbing to the diseases
that appear so frequently in the villages. = Sir, the time 1s very short and
with these few words I support the motion of my hon. friend Srijut Haladhar
Bhuyan. ;

Srijur GAURIKANTA TALUKDAR : Sir,
the Government only one matter viz., the question of prevention of the
disease known as Rinderpest. This disease takes away a very large number
of our cattle population every year. Formerly this disease” was combated
with the ‘Serum Alone’ system which used to cost the Government thousands
of rupces. Now-a-days the ‘Goat-Tissue’ vaccines arc used as preventive

This vaccine, Sir, is at present
e prepared locally the cost will
prepared locally for the use of

¢ vaceines for the same number
of cattle if purchased from elsewhere will cost about Rs.400. So I urge the

‘Government to prepare the vaccine locally. This vaccine can very easily
be prepared in this province without the help of an expert. I understand,
Siry that there was a move that the vaccine should be prepared locally at
Gauhati and that some implements were also purchased for this purpose and:

that they are lying unused at the Guahati Veterinary Hospital. This
scheme Sir, should have been given effect to-and it should

: not have been
kept in abeyance so long.  With thess fow words, Sir, I support the motion,
Mr. jOBANG D. MARAK - Sir,

I like to speak a few words in
connection with this motion. There is in

adequate staff of Veterinary Officers:
in Garo Hills. Our district is a big one but we ha

ve got only one Veteri-
nary Assistant Surgeon. -
Tuae HonN’BLE THE SPEA

I rise to point out to

brought from Bengal. But if the vaccine b

KER : As the hon. member knows the sc

MR. JOBANG D. MARAK : T will finish it soon, Sir. I find that
the Veterinary Assistant Surgeon is practically doing nothing there in Garos
Hills. Fle renders no help: to the poor cultivators in the country side. He
is stationed at Tura but he has not got any sufficient medicine. He ig
i i ld and without plough, etc. If any culti-
en he cannot give any medicine. So I
place this fact before the House and 1 hope the Hon’ble "Minister will take:
steps to increase the number of Veterinary Assistant Surgeons in Garo Hills:

and also supply adequate medicine for the need of the poor people. With
these few words I support the motion and beg to resume my seat,.
Kuan Banmapur Mauravi KERAMAT ALI =

ope

: I hope the Hon’ble
Minister in charge will at once agree with me when: I

say that the Veterj-
nary Department has been very inadequately staffed. The number of
Veterinary Surgeons is indeed very small in the Jorhat subdivision, There

are only two V'eterinary Assistant Surgeons and they cannot look after aji
the villages, even sometimes in the town: they are not available, Therefore

I think, the sooner the number of Veterinary Assistant Surgeons is increased.
the better,
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As regards the second point I do not understand what the homn. mover
means, He wants to criticise ‘¢ utter negligence or indifference to intro-
duce Goat-Virus Serum for the protection of the cattle in Assam . I do
not know whether in Nowgong this serum has been in troduced at all, but
I know personally that this serum was i_ntroduccd at least in Jgrhat. I
myself had the opportunity of accompanying the Veterinary Superintendent
to certain Mauzas, where these serums were introduced ; some ca?tlc‘ were
treated with these serums, and great effect was seen as a result of this in the
villages. It has been asked why these serums have not been manufactured
in this Province. I consulted the Veterinary Superintendent and asked
him whether they can be manufactured here. He told m: that  the cost

would be very great, and it was not at all necessay to manufacture
serums here. y

Tue How’sLE Mauravi Sarvip SiR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
Sir, I will just speak about one point, which has been mentioned by my
hon. friends, and that is about not manufacturing Goat-Tissue Serum in
this province. As regards the rest my friend the Hon’ble Minister in charge
will reply.

I am glad to find that the hon. mover has very appreciatively spoken
about the introduction of Goat-Tissue Scrum for preventing cattle mortality
in this province. But I find in the note, as has just now been mentioned
by my hon. friend the Khan Bahadur, that it was the idea of the hon.
mover to censure Government for utter negligence or indifference to
introduce Goat-Virus Serum for the protection of the cattle in Assam. Sir,
the note and the speech are contradictory. In this respect, 1 am able to
inform the House that last year 1,14,007 cattle were injected with this Goat-
Tissue Serum, and it cost us only Rs. 900.  Formerly when the ordinary
Serum was used, it used to cost us Rs. 4,300. Previous Government calcu-
lated the cost to the province, if Goat-Tissue Serum is produced in our own
laboratory at Gauhati ; it was found that it would mean an annual recur-
ring cost of Rs. 12,000 and therefore the scheme was stopped. At present
‘we are spending less than Rs.1,000 in getting the Serum  that is necessary,
and we can get the Serum quickly from Bengal and at the same time quite
<heaply. Therefore, Sir, instead of the Department being censured it
ought to be congratulated on the fine achievement it has scored. Under
the able and enthusiastic supervision of our freind, Rai Sahib S. Ghosh, this
Department has been able to show great benefits to the raiyats as regards
prevention of cattle mortality. i

Ksian Saums Mauvravi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: Sir, I support my
hon. friend Srijut Lakhesvar Barooah regarding the dearth of Veterinaty
Officers in our part of the country. Recently there was an epidemic and
it was found that the number of veterinary officers posted was quite insuffi-
cient to cope with the disease. So I am at cne with the hon. members who
say that this Department is under-staffed. The Veterinary Department is
closely connected with t}’le Agriculture Department. So, I want to direct
the attention of the Hon bl.c Mmlste_r in charge that if he wants to improve
the agriculture of our province, I think he should reinforce the Veterinary
Department.

Mauravi ABDUR RAHMAN :  Sir, Iam also of the same opinion

with the hon. mover in respect of inadequacy of the staff that are maintained
by Government under the Veterinary Department.

During the question hour, Sir, I put several questions to the Hon’ble
Minister in charge, and he admitted that the staff is very inadequate. Now,
Sir, as for myself, I have personal experience that in a subdivision like
Habiganj only two Veterinary Sub-Assistant Surgeons are provided. They

>

—
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are required to run from North to South of the subdivision—the distance be-
ing 60 miles. Sir, one is posted at Shaistaganj, and he is to go just up to the
border of Bengal, and up to the border of Maulvi Bazar subdivision to look
to the condition of those arcas. There is another difficulty, Sir. During
their absence from the station if there is any cpidemic—a sudden outbreak
of discase—people go to their places but do not get them in proper time. :

Again, Sir, another complaint T received from the public generally is
that sometimes these doctors charge fees. I put some questions this morning
on this point also, but I could not get a clear reply from the Hon’ble Minis-
ter, as to whether they should charge anything. 1 want to know clearly from
the Hon’ble Minister  whether these doctors are all entitled to charge any-
thing. i

gTHE. Hon’sie Mavravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN: Sir, I
admit that we are short of staff in this Department, and I have probably
said in reply to some questions that wo arc considcring t}'xc matter. As
regards - Goat-Tissuc vaccines—its utility and the cost which it will involve if
it is to be manufactured here—has been clearly mentioned by the Hon’ble
Chief Minister. . So I do not think it necessary to repeat it again, -

Sryjur HALADHAR BHUYAN : (%03 008 (3

virus serum
LC._:.'ii.'i 2fqzq 32,000\ 5P 43583 | T3 CPRUB Wi =3 wAEl | 4@ cafs
TLA 931{q 51 435 29 7T | ;

THE HoN’BLE MAULAVI SATVID Sir M UHAMMAD SAADULLA : Sir,

the*Veterinary Superintendent is here. I consulted him and the figures that
I gave were obtained from him.

Tre Hox’sLE Mauravi MD. ALl HAIDAR KHAN: @ As
regards charging of feesjjust now stated by one hon. member I think they are
entitled to fees, but not during the epidemic period. : i

Sryur DEBESWAR SARMAH :
could not follow whether the Hon’ble
Tinary Assistants.

Toe How’BLE Mauravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KEHAN: I have

said the matter is under consideration, and I hope more men would be
‘provided,

On a point of information, Sir. We
Minister is going to give us more Vete-

But the difficulty, Sir, is that it is a matter for the local boards to take
initiative. ~We have written them to take up this in hand and Government
hope that things will improve in future.

Lastly, about Garo Hills, I will not forget the request put forward by
Mr. Marak. :

MRr. BAIDYANAT 7 M

\ OOKERJEE: Are we to understand that our
grievances will be removed ve

Ty soon?
Tue HoN’BLE MAuLAv MD. ALT HAIDAR KHAN: Yes Sir, I hope

Srijutr HALADHAR BHUYAN :

.50.

A7 q3t47a assurance {1313 fAEte
* 5% Hon’ble House § wgifs U1 ©3 313131 withdraw sfacay |

[The motion was, with the leave of the Housc,'withdrawn.]

Tae HoN’BLE THE SPEAKER : The question is that a sum not cx-
ceeding Rs.1,59,200 be granted to defray the charges which will come in
the coursc of payment daring the year endinz on the 31st March 1938, for
the administration of the Head—“41— Veterinary”,

The motion was adopted.
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GRANT NO. 21

42—Co-operative credit

MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN: On the

ation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to
m@nzgg:da sum not exceeding Rs.1,00,600 be granted to dcfr.ay the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year“cndlng on the 31st
March 1938, for the administration of the Head—*“42.—Co-operative
Credit’’.

The motion was put by the Hon’ble Speaker.

Basu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move
that the provision of Rs. 7,880 under Grant No. 21, Major head—42.—Co-
operative Credit, Minor head—A.—Superintendence, Slib*head—l-—Pay of
Officers, Detailed head—Assistant Registrars, at page 158 of the Budget; be
R:duCCd by Rs.100, i.c., that the amount of the Grant do stand reduced by

c.1,
_ (To criticise the general policy of the Department and its failure to
satisfy the needs of the province.) \

Sir, in moving this motion my object is to draw the attention of the
authorities to some of the prominent defects of this Department.

Sir, I should say that this Department of Co-operative Credit isnot a
Department of co-operation but of non-co-operation............

Mavravi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY: We cannot hear
the hon, member, Sir. 8

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: The House is defective.

Kuan Bauapur Mavravi KERAMAT ALI: Is there any objection
to the hon, member coming forward ?

. Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: It may be that all the members
will have to do the same thing.

Tue Hon’srLe THE SPEAKER : The hon. member can come forward
and take one of the front seats and speak therefrom.

Baru RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: I said, Sir, that this is a de-
Partment of non-co-operation because the Co-operative Department have not
€o-operated with the basic principles and ideas of co-operation, and it is a
department of non-co-operation because the officers and co-operators them-
selves also non-co-operate with the actual facts and circumstances prevailing
in the province. Therefore they are not really able to satisfy the nceds of
the province. This-Department is rather considered by the people asa
money lending department of the Government. The people do not view
this Department in its true perspective. We find that Co-operative Socje-
ties have grown up like mushrooms in the province in recent years, but they
have not yet imbibed the true spirit of co-operation among themselves, and
the result has been unsuccessful law suits, benami transactions and bogus
soc_ictic;. So this Department should try to diffuse the true spirit of co-ope-
ration amongst the villagers in order to ensure success of their policy.

Sir, there are two kinds of societies—credit and non-credit. About the
credit societies; we have got the rural agricultural societies and the indus-
trial societies. Now, as for the agricultural societies ; the agriculturist require
loans for two purposes, one to meet their seasonal demands at the time of
cultivation for the purchase of seeds, cattle, etc.—temporary necessities;
which they are to meet; and another, a long term loan, to wipe off their
past indebtedness. Thesc are the two kinds of loan, a short period loan
and a long period loan. Our Co-operative Department have confused and
conglomerated these two ideas. The same Society is giving loans repayable-
in one or two or three years, without regard to the long period or shors

Tue Hon’BLE MAULAVI

{{
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%riod necessity. A man who is already in debt to the extent of some
3.500 takes a loan of Rs.100 from the newly-started society for a short term,
but does he benefit himself ? Not at all, because thereby he adds only to
the burden of his debt. He has already got a debt of Rs.500 and he takes
another Rs.100 (as a matter of fact after paying for the share, etc., he gets
only about Rs.85 in hand) out of that Rs.85 he will pay something by way
of interest to his village money-lenders, and something to mect the pressing
demand of his landlord, and something he will sperd in the bazar, and thus
the money he takes as a loan is practically wasted. In this way the loan
granted by the Society is spent for a very unproductive purpose. ~ Sir, if we
are to free the agriculturists from indebtcdness, we should first ascer-
tain the amount of their total debts, and then what is requisite on tempo-
rary account, and what is required on block account. If we give them a
loan without first enquiring into all this we do not at all remedy the inhe-
rent defect of the system. For this purpose a loan of Rs.100 repayable in
one or two or three years will be of no avail to poor agriculturist. So I
would ask the Government to consider this side of the question very care-
fully whether these Societies cannot give a long term loan repayable” within
10 or 20 years.

Unless such loans can be granted to wipe of the indebtedness
nently no actual relicf can be brought home to these people.

Secondly, Sir, as _for the non-credit Agricultural Societies I would
suggest only one or two instances. I shall refer to consolidation of holding
societies and village grain store societies. These former socicties can be
easily formed with a view to consolidate the holdings of the Poor peasants
and to facilitate cultivation at cheaper costs. Also, village grain stores can
be opened, in order to secure fair price for the agricultural produce. What
happens is this. These poor agriculturists get pressing demand from their
landlords or their money-lenders soon after the harvest season. So that it
generally happens that immediately after they have harvested the crops
they are forced to dump the market hy throwing the entire crop in a lump
so much so that they get a very low price for their produce. Instead of that
if there is a village grain store and the ryot is allowed to deposit his
crop there, thereon the security of that deposit receipt he can get advances
from banks at very low rate of interest and meet his demands by those short
loans at lower interest. Then he may sell the crop at proper time when he
can get proper value.  Also these village grain stores will incidentally provide
a safe custody to the produce. These things do not cost much and the
village grain stores can be established in every village, or at least within a

radius of five miles and then the poor villagers would be saved from having
to dump the market by their produce. '

. Then, Sir, there are many other non-credit Societies that come to the
relief of the ryots but for

shortness of time I mentioned only two. We may
provinces and countries with regard to the other
i red es that will bring relief to the agriculturists. As for
Industrial Societies we have not made any advancement. If we start some

Industrial Societies to help and advance the cottage industries that would
naturally help the agriculturist to improve his financial resources and pay off
his debts. The Co-operative Department, so far as we know, have done nothing
to help the formation of Industrial Societies.  But they should pay imme-
diate attention to the formation of village Industrial Societies and thereby
give proper financial backing to the villagers. The investment of some of
our Central Banks are almost paralysed. Inorder to facilitate the return
of their money, they should invest some more money to these people
in industrial and ot}}cr pursuits so that they can augment their repaying
capacity and return’the money already invested in rural credit societies,

perma-
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~ With these words I commend my motion to the acceptance of the House
(The Speaker then read out the motion to the House.) : ;
Srijur SARVESWAR BARUA: Sir, a similar cut motion stands in
my name. Therefore, I would like to speak on this motion. . :
I support the motion which has been moved by my hon. friend Babu
Rabindranath Aditya and I endorse the suggestion which have been made
by him. He has made many valuable suggestions vyxth regard. to the
improvement of this Co-operative movement in our province. We have no
adequate agencies to make this movement popular in the province. There
are no doubt village banks started here and there. But most of the people
who are concerned in them, have no idea whatsoever about Co-operative
moveinent.

The number of Co-operative Inspectors is very small and one Inspector
has generally got to go round two or three subdivisions that are in his charge.
Central Banks have not a sufficient number of Supervisors with them for
want of money. FEven the Secretaries and the Chairmen of the village
banks do not get opportuaities to have the ideas of co-operative banks from
the officers who arc now engaged in this department.

‘To remove these defets, the number of Inspectors required should be
increased very soon and the central banks should be given adequate grants
from the Government in order to increasc the number of Supervisors and in
order to popularise this movement in the villages. And, as in' other pro-
vinces, conferences should be held in the district headquarters or in subdivi-
sional headquarters in order to popularise the idecas amongst the villugers.
With these suggestions, 1 would like to support _11115 cut motion. - .~

Sryur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: Sir,a .“flmllzu' motion stands. in
my name and so I want to speak a few words on this occasion. I will not
detain the House for long but I will make only a few suggestions in the same
vein as my friends who spoke before. I find, Sir, that the Governmment is

‘ludgeting only 3 per cent. of the estimated expenditure this year for this
‘depanument.  This amount, I think, is absolately low and hopcless, and I
think the figure is quite insufiicient for the purpose. I should have thought
that more money would have been given for this department.

Firstly, Sir, I would point out that Co-operative movement in Assam is
deteriorating from time to time and I have been supported in this remark
by Mr. S. L., Mehta, the present Registrar of Co operative Socicties. He
said * the position of the Agricultural Credit Societies is becoming more and
more serious every year. Unless there is some distinct rise in the price of
the agricultural produce, there is little chance of its reviving.” This fact
has been admitted by Government and the cause which led to this state of
affairs, I think, should be carefully gone into by the Government. I find
that there have been certain defects in the Department, as I find myself

" being a Chairman of the Central Bank and also having some hand in the
organisation of these co-operative credit societies. What we - find is that

" the benami transactions and wilful revenue sales are greatly responsible for
this deterioration. Perhaps the House will bear me out when I say. that
 these villagers who take loans, enter into a sort of unholy league with
other members of the villages and when a decree or an award s passed,
these debtors try to frustrate the loans that _hzwc been given to them by the
into collision with other members of the villages

rural societics. They enter 1o -
and when a decree or award comes they devise means to have' their lands
sold out in revenue sales, To stop that there should be a prohibition in the

" law, which I find does not exist at present, except a conditional attachment
: 2 e . .

in awards which is allowed Dby the rules. But tha_t,. Sir, I think is not

sufficient, because it takes some time to have a conditional attachment from
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the Registrar. In the meantime the person who wants to sell his property
wilfully in the revenue sales takes recourse to the tactics mentioned above
and the bank cannot get anything from him, because he has no property.
So also in the case of bemami transactions the properties are given in others’
names, so that he escapes the burden. To combat this I think a prohibition
rule should be thought out by legislation. In other provinces like Madras
they have a Co-operative Act, but we have no such law as yet. I think,
and I presume also it is the feeling of this House, that it is high time that
we have a consolidated Co-operative Act for Assam. That will be a great
relief, in that it will give as a good handling of these rural societies and also
other banks. I also find that in these rules by which we are governed
there is no power given for the suppression of the committees as we have in
the Madras Act. We find in some village societies, 'Sir, that the Chairman
and the Secretary combine, they happen to be influential men and the
rest of the members do not dare to go against them or to propose a change,
and as such the bank or the rural societies stagnates for no change in the
personnel for a long time. Asa matter of fact we have seen many such
cases, especially in my subdivision. Here we find in the rules which we
have before us that there is no power given to the Registrar or the Inspect-
ing Officer for the Suppression of Committees in such a contingcncy. I
think this fact should be noted by the present Ministry.

I think, Sir, my {riends have already spoken about the insuffic;
the staff and I tully realise this fact. Unless we have an Inspector in every
subdivision, I think, Sir, the condition of the rural societies will o {rom
bad to worse and the day will come when there will be no chance of their
revival.

One other point and I have done. The Central Bank sh
be given advances or loans {from the Provincial Bank, because
of depositors in the Central Bank and when they find they cannot get
their- money it is given out by these depositors that this bank has become
defunct ; the news is carried down to the villages and the same air
of distrust prevails, as a result the societies become stagn
to the debtors and creditors. So I would impress upo
charge that loans should be given to the Central Ba-m!fs, s
pay up the depositors and also finance the rural societies
to save stagnation. With these words, Sir, I support
hon. friend.

Knan Saare Mavravi SAYIDUR RAHMAN : Sir, the Co-operative
Movement has not been able to make its headway in this province. Firstly,
this. Movement has reached only a fringe of the population of the province.
From the reports I find tiiat the number of members is only 7 per cent.
of the rural population. I find also from the Government Report that
this department is not working as it should have. 1 am referring to the
last annual report of the Department for the year ending the 3 Ist March
1936. I have made a short synopsis of the report and if I read it through,
the hon. members will be able to judge what this department is doing.,
“ The Registrar spent 134 days on tour and inspected 14 urban and 48§
rural societies out of about 1,300. The Inspectors could not do the
minimum touring and most of their time was occupied in liquidation and
arbitration work at headquarters. The Co-operative staff had no special
training. The year continued to be gloomy. The position of the agricul-
tural societies was distressing. The position of most central banks was far
from satisfactory. Out of 18, 8 could not meet even their normal expenses,
of agricultul.“al credit societies 25 were registered, out of which 924 went
into liquidation. There was an all-round fall in the funds. The net profits

ency of
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fell considerably. The position of the Co-operative stores was not at all
encouraging., Out of 11 stores four worked at a loss and one was not work-
ing at all. One hundred eighteen societies went into liquidation. The
normal work of the Inspectors suffered a great deal.” The Registrar admits
that the Inspectors do not find sufficient time to devote to the reorganisation
and rchabilitation of the societies.”

Curiously enough I find in to-day’s Timss of Assam some remarks by
“ An Observer ” under the heading “ The Administrative Outlook of
Assam ”’. They are as follows :— ;

% In Assam it appears to be almost a failure, and source of ultimate
harassment to the people. It is due mostly to the lack of local experience,
and neglect of the vital principles of co-operation. The rules and regula-
tions based as they were on the example of circumstances prevailing in the
highly advanced countries were not all suitable for this poor province. On
the other hand the officers from top to bottom do not appear to be as
efficient as they should be for the service. The Registrar who guides every-
thing from the comfortable heights of Shillong on the reports of subordinate
officers could seldom discern how the world moves below. He does not
appear to have taken any initiative in the matter of improving the societies,
or giving a push to the dormant spirit of the......

Basu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Is the hon. member supporting the

motion or opposing it ?

Kuan SaHim Mavravi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: T am criticising this
department. I will speak about my attitude towards the motion afterwards.
Let the hon. member have some patience. He will know it. ¢ He does not
appear to have taken any initiative in the matter of improving the societies,
or giving a push to the dormant spirit of the most defunct banks and societies.
There is very little usc of a Registrar.”

I think most of these remarks are true to a certain extent. So T would
tell the Hon’ble Minister in charge that, if he wants to show any improve-
ment in this departmen:, he should, 1 believe, not only reinforce the staff
but make the staff as efficient as it should be. Those officers who may not
work or who have not worked, should be asked to go, and those who are
willing to work in the department in the interest of the province should come
in. If an assurance be given by the Hon’ble Minister that he will overhaul
the department, I think the hon. mover may kindly withdraw his motion.

Tuae Hon’sLe THE SPEAKER : Thereis only one minute left. Hon.
members who have spoken on this cut motion have all given their ideas.
But it seems that they are not at all anxious to know what the Hon'ble
Minister has got to say. (Several hon. members: we are.) For a fair discus-
sion of the question that is raised the Hon’ble Minister should be given an
opportunity to have his say. Now the time is reached and I shall have to
put the demand to vote.

Tue Hon’sLe THE SPEAKER :  The question is that 5 sum not exceed-
ing Rs.1,00,600 be granted to defray the charges which will co[rlr(:c c::l the
course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1938, for the
administration of the head ¢ 42.—Co-operative Credit." !

The motion was carried.

«

w!
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GRANT No. 23.
47.—Miscellaneous Departments.

THe Hon’sLE MauLAvt Saryip S;ir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : On
the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to
move that a sum not exceeding Rs.93,800 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the
31st March 1938, for the administration of the head ¢ 47.—Miscellaneous
Departments .

Basu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Ido not like to press my
motion® in view of the fact that my hon. friend Mr. Naba Kumar Dutta is

going to move a similar motion and perhaps my point would be covered by

his motion. F
THe Hon’sLe THE SPEAKER: Then comes the motion standing

in the name of Mr. Naba Kumar Dutta.

MRr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA : Sir, I beg to move that the provision
of Rs.8,375 under grant No. 23, Major head—47.—Miscellaneous Depart-
ments, Minor head—B.—Inspector of Boilers, Sub-head—1.—Pay of Officers,
I}%ctailed head—Inspectors, at page 166 of the Budget, be reduced by

5.3,000

I have tabled this cut motion, Sir, to omit the provision for a third
Boiler Inspector. Owing to shortness of time I shall be very brief in my
speech. The appointment of a third Boiler Inspector would be absolutely
superflous. If the work of inspection of boilers is becoming difficult to carry
out, it is due to its ineffective working than to the want of an extra hand.
Sir, under the present circumstances there is no justification whatsoever for
increasing the staff of Boiler Inspectors. The number of boilers in Assam
is gradually decreasing as oil engines are replacing them. Sir, it is said that
there are one thousand boilers in Assam. Even assuming that this figure is
absolutely correct, the difficulty of inspection is rather superficial. Out of
these one thousand boilers, I believe, Digboi has got over 200 boilers and
these boilers can be inspected b one Inspector easily in one month’s time.
The rest of one thousand boilers can be very well managed by the Chief
Inspector of Boilers with the help of the second Boiler Inspector. We must
not forget Sir, that tea gardens are very close to each other and the inspec-
tion of boilers is certainly not half as difficult as can be prima facie made to
look. Again an illuminating comparison can be made between the factory
Inspectorate and the boiler inspectorates I believe 729 factories are manag

Y the one Inspector of factories with the help of one Assistant - Inspector
%f Factories. This alone proves that the demand for a third Inspector of
! Ollcr_s over and above the Chief Inspector and two Inspectors of Boilers
18 an idle one especially in view of the fact I have already stated. The work
of inspection of boilers can very well be managed by the present staff if
waste of time is guarded against. I should like to say that if the Chief
Inspector of Boilers becomes more vigilant then such di fliculty could be very
well avoided. With these few words Sir I commend my motion for the
acceptance of the House.

8 That the provision of Rs.3,000 under Grant No. 23. Major head-—47—Miscellaneous
Departments, Minor head—A.—Inspector of Factories, Sub-head—1.—Pay of officers, Detailed
head—Assistant Electric and Factory Inspector, at page 166 of the Budget, be reduced by
Re.l,

(To discuss the question of amalgamation of Factory and Boiler Inspectors).
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Mr. F. W. HOCKENHULL : Sir, I beg to oppose this cut motion.
This is a matter on which I spoke at length during the last budget session
of the old Council. In the first place, I may say that practically speaking
boiler inspection cost the province nothing. = The boiler inspectorate is made
to pay its own way. If there are one thousand - boilers the ultimate cost
is borne by the proprietors of the boilers, i.c., the cost of these one thousand
boilers and the total cost of the Department is divided among the proprie-
tors. So that every boiler is really paying for its own inspection. If there
are more boilers there is less charge. If, as the hon. mover says, the number
of boilers is decreasing then each boiler has to pay more than ‘what it used
to pay before.

Now the difficulty about boiler inspection is just this. The boiler
ection first of all cannot be done halfhazardly by a surprise visit. Before
a boiler can be really inspected it has to be opened up and put in such a
condition that it becomes available for inspectiori. That is to be done 3 or
4 days before the Inspector visits the place. Secondly boiler inspection in
tea gardens is to be made during the short cold weather season when most
of the factories are not in use., $o it really runs to this, that every inspection
?F b_°l1‘$1‘ in the tea garden is to be made within the short cold season and
18 view of the fact that this convenience is  to be given to the proprietors
of boilers there should be sufficient staft’ the cost of which would be
borne by the proprictors themselves. If they want more Boiler Inspectors
they are prepared to pay them. ¢¢ He who pays the piper calls the tune.”

In view of the fact that it costs the Govermnent practically nothing
and that it gives a certain amount of advantage to the province
1tself, T think, we should not grudge the appointment of a third Inspector.
I do not think it will be right on our part to criticise Government by asking

Or more men if the people who are going to be employed are necessary
adequatcly to do the work.

MavuLavi MUNAWWAR ALI : Iwant to know whether the third
Boiler Inspector would be paying for himself ?

. THE Hon’BLE Sriyjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : The third
Boiler Inspector will not cost anything to the Government.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI'AHMED : If-thereis a saving on account
of the third Boiler Inspector, will not that amount which will be saved be
spent on other matters ?

Tre Hon’sLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : The
matter has already been explained by my hon. friend Mr. Hockenhull. Iy
the expenditure is reduced the fees to be paid by the proprietors is to be
reduced,

. Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: Ona personal explanation, Sir. I
think if we do not appoint a third Inspector of Boilers, the fees could b
reduced.

‘I'ne Hon’sLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :
be reduced, but inspection will not be properly done, .
4 rf;nglilﬁB;NDlRA NATH ADERYA : -1 propose that Factory Inspec-
factoryythcr?: ake t blc‘lwork of Boiler Inspection because where there is
e boiferlssha oiler.  Further during off season when he does mot
Sl ate € may 1lnspe_ct factories. I think these two posts can be

ler Ins: o COHSISEHIE y with ef'ﬁcmncy.' I think, the post of the third

i €V P(')f, Pg(l?\ldll € amalgamated with the post of Factory Inspector.
bl NG : Does the hon. member suggest that all factories
should be inspected by the Factory Inspector ?

B—“:BU RABINDRA NATH ADITYA :
Our Boiler Inspectors are capable
mise expenditure.

insp

c

Fees will

! If we accept that principle that
of Factory inspection, I think we can I
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‘Secondly, Sir, we have heard that recently a Boiler Inspector has been
appointed only a few months ago on a pay of Rs. 500 without any adver-
tisement. This bungling should not be encouraged. A regular advertise-
ment ought to be made and published in papers and the appointment may
be made in due course, especially for a post which entails a salary of Rs.500
per month.  Because this post costs nothing to the Government coffer that °
is no reason why we should appoint someone without due advertisement and
tax the proprietors of boilers ; it will be better if we can give them some
relief and savings of Government fund be utilised for other purposes.

Basu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge
tell us whether it is a fact that when Inspector of Boilers from Bengal manag-
ed the inspection of Assam, the number was more than what it is at
present ?

Tue Hon’sLe Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I cannot
exactly say the number of Boilers then, but I can inform the House that
Bengal had a large staff and they could have the inspection work done quite -
well with that staff.

Knan Bamapur Mauravi KERAMAT ALT - May I know whether
it is the pressure put upon the Government in the late Council that Boiler
Inspectors could be recruited in this Province from among local can-
didates ? ;

Tue HonN’BLE Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : After
a very strenuous fight put up by some of the members of the last Council *
including hon. Rai Bahadur Nilambar Datta we had an Inspector in Assam. -

Mr. NABA KUMAR DATTA: Ido not think he ever suggested a
third Boiler Inspector. :

Mr. ARUN KUMAR GHANDA :
should suffer for the sins of his father ?

Tue Hon’BLe Sryjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : Not
necessarily but some sons enjoy the properties of the fathers.

KHAN Sanm Mauravi SAIYIDUR RAHMAN : Is it not a fact that
this Department is not self-supporting ?

I\gR-t‘t% fiﬁi\fHNG :be I'would ask the Revenue Minister whether it is
not a fact tha €Is are being more regularly and systematically ins ected
now than in the past ? £ : 2 % e

. THE How’BLE the SPEAKER : It would be better if the Hon’ble
Minister gives a general reply. ;

THE Hon’mLE Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Mr.

Speaker, Sir, as you have noticed in the Budget Memorandum, in Assam -
there are about 1,000 bojlers to be inspected. ~As boilers certificates are not
current for more thap

! 12 months, inspection has to - be made annually. At
present the Boiler Inspectorate con.sp';ts of one Chief Inspector and two
Inspectors. The staff has proved quite inadequate for carrying out the
inspection work ang during the Past two years an additional temporary
Inspector had to be entertained for 3 or 4 months in each year to help the -
permanent staff. The temporary arrangement has however been found
unsatisfactory and it js P

> roposed to appoint a third Inspector of Boilers with
effect from ‘Ist October 1937. The cost is covered by ‘the fees received for

inspections. It has been clearly stated in the memorandur. ;
We had to appoint one temporary man from time to time. As we could -

not get a temporary man for a small pay, we had to appoint Mr. Ballantine,
an expert in the matter who used t i i

Is there any reason that a son

Tue How'sLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR GHAUDHURI ¢ Lt

iIs not
necessary 1o advertise that post.  Government is unwilling to run ¢

unnecessary expenditure when it can be avoided,
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Kuan Bagapur Mavravi KERAMAT ALI: On a point of informa-
tion, Sir. If the Budget is passed will not the new appointment be advertis-
ed 7

Tue Hon’sre Srpur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : Yes,
because we have to appoint 2 man permanently. We have qualified natives
of the province. The selection will be made by the Public Sexvice Commis-
sion. The scale of pay is Rs. 250 to Rs. 500. Hon. members will remember
how we had to strive hard in order to have a Boi'er Inspectorate for Assam
and to find employments for natives of the province. We have been able to
create lwo appointments for natives of the province and this will mean a
third appointment. This will involve no cost to Government.

~ Now, Sir, the other point which was raised by Babu Rabindra Nath -
Aditya that the Factory Inspector may be entrusted with this work.
. am afraid he will be startled to find the amount of work which the Factory
Inspector has to do here in this province. There are about 729 regular
factories in all of which there are 394 electrified factories. The Factory
Inspector happens also to be Electrical Adviser as well as Factory Inspector.
There are 375 electrifed buildings on Public Works Department books
in Assam. There are clectrified building belongings to the Forest Depart-
ment. The total Government buildings electrified is about 400. There
are 133 lightning conductors. The number of tests actually done by the
Inspector of Factories, in 1935, for electrical installation was 320, running
Conductor, 124 and magazine 5. In 1936, Electrical installation was
310, Running Conductors, 116 and magazine 7. Then, Sir, item No. 1
which I have mentioned consists of 729 factories and item No. 5 provides
explosive magazine. Inspection of these things are the statutory duties of
the Electrical Adviser. .So it is inconceivable that the Electrical Adviser
after dcing all these factory works will have any time to do the work of
the Inspector of Boilers. I think, Sir, all these facts will convince the
hon. members of this house that this cut does not aim at bringing any
real economy to Government but it risks the Government to criticise for
jnefficiency of inspection in the Boiler’s department which we have got
now. The Boiler owners, Sir, may not like inspection of their boilers but
we have got to look to the safety of the thousands of labourers who are
engaged there. It is for this reason, Sir, iec., in order to have effective
inspection, that we have provided for the appointment of the third Boiler

Inspector.

Tue Hon’sre Mavuravi Saryip Sk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -

Sir, three things have been made clear to this House. First one is that

there is a Boiler’s Act under which it is the duty of Government to have

boiier in the Factory or in any industrial concern tested at least once a

year. That is a satutory dqty. Sccond thing is that we have got more

than a thousand of these boilers to test and thq testing of one hoiler on an

average takes three to four hours.  Fees realised for testing is dependent

on horse power, or heating surface of the boiler and the average is Rs.64

er boiler. It has already been mentioned that most of these boilers are

in the Tea districts, Generally from April to November the hoilers in

the Tea industry remain at work, and it will mean tremendous loss to the

concern if these boilers are not tested at the particular period December

to March, Therefore, Sir, for the benefit of the boiler owners, we are

réstricted to a very small period during which testing has got to be done.

As my Hon’ble colleague just now mentioned, if a boiler is pot properly

tesied or perfunctorily tested or even not tested, then there jis a chance

of accident and lives may be lost. In that case Government will be
charged as negligent of not performing the statutory duty. Under all
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these circumsiances, Sir, it is necessary to have a proper staff. As the
hon. members are aware, we had our inspectio 1s or testines of boilers done
previously by the staff from Bengal. In order to provide employment to
our educated youths, there was constant pressure upon the then Govern-
ment by the late Council to start our own Boiler Inspectorate and after
a geod deal of comrrespondence with Bengal, which had to maintain a
larger staff than was nece sary for their own use, we started our own Boiler
Inspectorate and we had to take two of the Officers then serving in Bengal.
These two Officers found it very difficult to complete their statutory duties
of the inspection of bhoilers under the limitations that I have ajready
mentioned. The boilers are not grouped together in one place. An
Inspector takes on an average three hours for the inmspection of a boiler
and at the same time he has got to move from place to place and therefore .
on an average an Inspector can inspect only one or at best two boilers in
a day. We have got 365 days in a year and ifon an average, two inspec-
tions are done by our two Officers, then they cannot finish their inspec-
tion during the course of the year. 'We had, therefore, to take temporary
men. I am pleased to find, Sir, that my hon. friend Mr. Aditya raised a
constitutional question whether it was proper to entertain a temporary
man without advertisement. That was done, Sir, in the Pre-AMinistry days.
As it was a temporary arrangement which was necessitated by the exizencies
of the then situation, I think, nobody can complain anything against us.
Now we find, Sir, that if we are to perform our duties properly, we must
have a staff of three Inspectors, and we want your support to make room
for one of our qualified young men. Of course, we shall advertise the
post through the Public Service Commission and if any suitable local
candidate be available and selected Government will appoint him to
the post of the third Inspector. As my Hon’ble Colleague has pointed
out specially at the present moment we have got to take a temporary man
for four or five months on a pay of Rs. 500 per month i.e., we have got to
spend Rs.2,000 for four months. It we take a permanent man whose
services can be utilised in various ways and whose services are very
necessary for the purpose of inspection of boilers, we propose to give him a
salary of Rs.250 per month. 1In that case, we will get the services of a
whole-time Officer and at the same time a qualified man of the province,
it any, will be provided, for the sum of Rs.3,000 in place of Rs.2,000
which will be spent after a temporary Inspector. This is really going to
cost the province nothing at all in comparison with the duty which he is
bound to perform. This amount will rather be realised by the inspection
fees of the boilers that will be tested by that particular Officer. Sir, all the
materials that are necessary to understand the implications of this cut

motion are before the house and I hope the hon. members will form their
own judgment.

THE HoON’BLE THE SPEAKER : What does the hon. mover Propose

to do ? Does he want that the motion should be put to vote or to bhe
withdrawn. -

Mg. NABA KUMAR DATTA: Sir, in view of the statements made
by the Hon’ble Revenue Minister and the Hon’ble Chief Minister, I beg
leave of the House to withdraw the motion.

Tne Hon’sLE THE SPEAKER: I hope the hon. member has the
Jeave of the house to withdraw the motion.

(The motion was with the leave of the House withdrawn.)

We have got only three minutes and there are two more cuts, If an
hon. member wants to move any motion in the meantime, he can do so,

The original demand was then put to the House and carricd.
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P1SCUSSION OF THE DEMANDS FOR GRANTS

Srijur GOPI NATH BARDOLOT : Sir, I rise to speak a few words
in reference to the time that is allotted for the discussion of the grants.
We find, Sir, that we have not been able to accommodate ourselves in the
manner you were pleased to ask in regard to discussion on matters of
general interest and in certain matters we had to take the time of the
House on trivial subjects. So we find, Sir, that the time that has been
allotted is really insufficient for the purpose of discussing the general policy
even of the grants and of items of grants that ¥s presented before the House..
So, Sir, I at least on behalf of this side, of the House request that in the
next budget session somie arrangements should be made so that the time
may be extended I hope the Hon’ble Chief Minister, the Hon’ble the
Speaker and His Excellency the Governor will take this matter into consi-
deration and will find it possible to allot more timie¢ for discussion of grants
and items of grants.

MavLavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Sir, I am quite at one with my
hon. friend Srijut Gopi Nath Bardoloi about the shortness of time and I
hope that sufficient time will be given for discussior on items of grants next
time. :
Tue Hon'sLE MauvrAvi Sarvip Sik MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
Sir, as regards the observations made by my hon. friend  the Leader of
Opposition, I am at one with him.  You, Sir, may remember that in the for-
mal discussion we had before allotting tinte for demiand for grants we agreed
that the experience of this session will guide us in allotting time in the
future. I am quite willing to stick to that assurance (hear, hear). I am
sure, Sir, you and His Excellenicy on the one side, and I as the Leader of
the House, provided I be here at the time of next budget, will try our best
to see that more time is available so that the questions of general policy
may get sufficient time for discussiont in this House.

Tue Hon'sLe THE SPEAKER ¢! So, I also say that, if I remain here
{laughter) 1 shall certainly try to act according to the request of the
Hon’ble Leader of the Opposition. As has been stated by -the Hon’ble
thef Minister, the experience of this session will guide us in the matter
in asking for allotting more time for budget discussion. The hon. members,
I think, may rest assured that we will do our best in the matter.

3 Grant No.29
57~Miscellanedus

Tue Hon'sir Mavravt Satvio Stk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
On the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg,
Sir, to move that a sum not exceeding Rs.5,50,300 be granted to defray
the charges which will conie it the course of payment during the year
ending on the 31st March 1938, for the administration of the head
“57.—Miscellaneous’. &

[The motion was put by the Hon’ble Speaker.,

Basu RABINDRA NARAYAN ADITYA: SiF, Wher:1| I tabled the:
motion standing in my name, I did not know really the object for which
the amount would be spent, but now I have heard somethin about it, and
I am satisfied that this sum is spent for a noble purpose andgth mi‘ re I do’
not like to press my motl})ﬁ% hl?gﬁlfﬂf)- ’ e,

Tue Hon’srLe THE SPEAKER ;. Does the h r
3 I%:S(’rl’blc Chief Minister L

A 7 83t &
ABu RABTNDRA NARAYAN ADITYA : Yes, Sir, we want to hear

fomething about it, from him.
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Tue Hon’BLE MAULAVI Sawvip Sik - MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Unless the motion is moved how can I speak, Sir ?

Tue Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : I think it will be better to move - the
motion, and then the Hon’ble Chief Minister will explain. :

Basu RABINDRA NARAYAN ADITYA.: 1 beg to move, Sir, that
the provision of Rs.2,500 under Grant No.29, Major head—57.—Miscella~
neous, Minor head—D.—Donation for charitable purposes, Sub-head—1 .—
Contributions, etc., ~Detailed head—St. Andrew’s Colonial Homes at
Kalimpong, at page 186 of the Budget, be refused.

Sir, I do not like to say anything about it, and I hope to hear from the
Hon’ble Chief Minister about the aims and objects of this grant.

[The Hon’ble Speaker then put the motion to the House.]

Mauvravi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHOUDHURY: Sir, I
should like to say a few words regarding the motion moved by hon. Mr.
Aditya., Under the minor head D, we find that it is provided that this
donation is for charitable purposes. -Government should contribute a
greater sum of money for charitable purposes. Sir, I do not grudge
or envy the St. Andrew’s Colonial Homes for the favour ; the
Government have conferred upon them. But, Sir, it is a matter for
regret that Government is somewhat reluctant, I should say, to contribute
a small sum of money to the Khadimul Hujjaj which has been started at
Calcutta for charitable purposes by the Assam Arabic students who reside
in Calcutta,

Tue Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : I think the hon. member is going be-
yond the scope of this motion. It is for the purpose of refusing a sum
of Rs.2,500, which has been allotted for a certain institution, and I think
the hon. member cannot bring in another institution.

Tue Hon’BLe Mauravi Saryip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
I think, Sir, the hon. member’s idea is that Government is giving this
amount to one charitable institution ; let them continue to give it, but at
the same time he says there are other similar charitable institutions which
should be helped.

‘Tue Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : Did he not begin by saying that he-
was supporting the motion ?

Kuan Banapur Mauvravi KERAMAT ALI: He is not supporting:
the motion, Sir,

- Mauravi DEwan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHOUDHURY : Sir, in
reply to my question the Hon’ble Finance Minister said that he coulc! not
make any provision in the budget for the Khadimul Hujjaj. Sir, it is no-
doubt a matter of great regret that Government plead their inability. The-
Government have admitted that they are aware of the fact that the Haj:
pilgrims undergo a great deal of trouble during the time of embarkation
in Calcutta., Thanks to the patriotism of the students of the Khadimul
Hujjaj who come to the rescue of the Haj pilgrims and become their friends
and_guides in the distress. ‘

So, Sir, may I draw the pointed attention of the Government to the
pitiable financial condition of the Khadimul Hujjaj and ask them to make
a contribution towards the maintenance of this institution ? May I expect
to hear a few kind and sympathetic words regarding this point from the:
Hon’ble Finance Minister.

Tue HoN’BLE Mauravi Saivip Stz MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Sir, the name of Dr, Graham, the founder of the Kalimpong Homes, is very
nearly a household word in the- Anglo-Indian and European communitieg
in India, It was that gencrous missionary gentleman who, seeing the
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destitute condition and also the starving standard of the poor Ango-Indian
started a home in the salubrious Himalayan climate and gave them
This noble mission of Dr. Graham found ready res-
ponse in the hearts of the charitable public and the institution was started
which cost a sum of Rs.3} lakhs annually. The total number of inmates
of this institution is 660, out of which 165 goes from Assam. The Provin-
cial Governments contribute a sum of Rs.55,000 annually. The balance
of the expenditure is derived from donations from the public, and also from
the sale proceeds of the goods manufactured by the boys of the Home.

. Sir, although the number of students from Assamis very ncarly one-’
fourth of the total number, we contribute a sum of Rs.2,500 only, and this
contribution has gone a great way towards giving vocational training to
these poor boys from the Anglo-Indian community of this province.

Sir, in the Retrenchment Committee of 1931, we conridered whether
we could cut this sum as this was a sum paid out of the province. After
very careful deliberation and consideration of all factors, the thea Govern-
ment decided that this contribution should continue. !

: I request the hon. members, as a gesture of good will towards that mino-
rity community—that poor community, which has got no representation ia
this House—not to touch the small grant that is fulfilling a very noble work,
a work which is very much in sympathy with our own ideals.

This work of human kindness to the deserving poor of giving vocational
training to poor boys—all these humane principles which are very much
in our hearts have been attained in this noble work of Dr Graham. 1
would therefore request the hon. mover of this motion to withdraw his
motion.

Basu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I thank the
Hon’ble Chief Minister for the information which he has supplied to us.
When I tabled this motion I did not know the scope of the grant. I thought
that this was a contribution to one of the Bengal Institutions and as there
are similar institutions in this province also, the amount would be better

utilised within the province, but now that I have been fully c‘ulightc}}cd
ess this motion®

I am glad to say that it is far from my intention to pr
Charity should know no racial or geographical limitations, and if our funds
could permit more should be given towards charity. I am really glad that
we are contributing this sum which is really small compared with the benciit
that it is bringing to the children of this Province. .
With these few words I beg leave of the House to withdraw the motion.
The motion was withdrawn by leave of the House.
Mavuravi MUNAWWAR ALI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move _that
Major head—57.—Miscel-

the provision of Rs.8,302 under Grant No. 29,
laneous, Minor head—D.—Donations for charitable purposes, at page 186 of

the budget, be reduced by Rs. 20.
[COEtribution of Rs. ;2 (vide page 186 of the Budget) towards Muham-

madan cemetery at Sylhet—too small—larger contribution urgcc;.bove. Hon.

boys,
vocational training.

Sir, my intention in moving this motion is indicate
members will find at page 186 of the budget 2 contribution of Rs.72 tﬂwarﬁls‘,
which I consider to be a very Smath

the Muhammadan cemetery at Sylhet,
and I urge on the Governnrl}:ant th):(: necessity of allowing a larger amoun;t.
This amount has been provided for the pay of a chaukidar to keep watch
over the Muhammadan cemetery at Sylhet. It was found that graves werc
made too near the houses, and Government thought it fit that there shou\}]d
1'}1 a cemetery where a large number of dead bodies could be mtcr_rv?t:i .
Wh?l cfore they provided for a chaukidar for a graveyard at Rs. 6 2 D%
at I would like to point out is that this pay is too inadeguate. Moieovel,
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if they have provided for a chaukidar they should
that the graveyard is well kept ; there should

there are other requirements also ; th}: pay_of' the chaukidar should alsg
be raised. I have therefore brought this motion to bring these matters to
the notice of the Government for consideration and for large-contributions. -
Mauvravi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY: I
support the motion. 1 T
Mauravi ABDUR RAHMAN : 1 beg to support the motion, and in
supporting it I say that when the Government _has so kindly contributed
some money for this charitable purpose I think they should be more
charitable in increasing the contribution. The amount allotted by _thc
Government seems to be very ludicrous. Rupees 6 a month for a chaukidar
to look after the graveyard is too little. -
- With these few word: I support the motion.
MRr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: I also whole-hcartedly support
R SAvip Sk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Mr. Speaker, Sir, the history of this contrxbu_tlon is
of the hon. members of the House, and therclqn_: I !
the facts before the House. Muhammadan {:Amxhgs, cither through love or
through sentiment, like to bury their dead in their

own compounds so as
to have a visible demonstration of their departed ones in front of their eyes,
but as everyone knows this is a very insanitary procedure. In Sylhet which

is the most populous of all towns in As;am so far as Mu!_:amma.dan popula-
tion is concerned, this practice of burying their dead in their own com-
pounds was beirng followed till as early as 1905. The then head of the
Government (the Chief Comm:ssmncr_) proposed  to the Muhammadan
community of Sylhet that they shoul_c‘:l give up this msanitary and inelegant
practice, and the Muhammadans of Sylhet agreed that if they were given a
suitable high picce of land they would give up this habit. Consequently a
piece of land on Manikpir Tila was granted to them f

; t or the purpose.
Government also gave a non-recurring grant of Rs.3,000 for providing a
fencing round the burial ground. Then, in order to maintain this buria]

ground properly, Govemn_uent have _been ma.kin;'?r a contribution at the rate
ul IKs.0 per mensem ever since. This _contribution has been appearing in
the budget in a lump sum with other items till 1935-36 and nobody knew
that this contribution was being made. Since 1935-36 however under some
rule of accounting, this amount has to be shown under

: a separate head
under donations for charitable purposes. Therefore it has n

S ow seen the light
of day. Sir, every town in the province has got a Moslem b

Eu* no other town has been fortunate enough to get a cont
Government.  Sylhet is the only lucky instance.

MRr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Do the Govern
THE HoN’BLE MAurLa

VI SA1viD SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : I do
not grudge the amount.

! : If the House wants that this pa:ticular cemete
should receive a bigger co

contribution from Government coffers, I will look
into the matter and see if provision can be ma

de for the maintenance of
a mali or a chaukidar for the cemstery.  With this assurance I hope the
hon. member will see his way to withdraw his motion,
Mavravi MUNAWWAR ALI:

On the assurance of the Hon’ble Chief
Minister I beg leave of the House to withdraw my motion,

The motion was withdrawn by leave of the Houyse.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: On a point of information, Sir,
what is the assurance given, Sir ? We have not heard anything.- .

Tue HoN’BLE THE SPEAKER: There has been an assurance given,
The Hon’ble Chief Minister said that if that be the opinion of the House he
will certainly do what he can. .

pay something more so
be fencing round it, and

not known to many
am compelled to lay

urial ground
ribution from
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Mz. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JE '
. iE: When will that i
. .MAULAV{ MUNAWWAR ALIL: Perhaps in I:is o;'i:n]:grf ei'l:fd, Slr‘ ;
nister consx’dercd that the House wished that this increase must b 5 ‘Chxef
Tae Hon’BLE MAULAVI Sarvip Sir  MUHAMMAD SIEADC[?IL_YEH'
ce of opposition and on the other hand whﬁr:

When I saw there was no voi
there has been a large-hearted Hindu gentleman to support it, I think
5 in

naturally that the House wants this contribution if possi
ossibl i 7
Tue HoN’BLE THE SPEAKER : The next rr?otion cizoir? :l:: C;Zansfcd' f
(o)

Srijut Lakheswar Borooah.

SRIJUT LAKHESVAR BAROOAH : Isee that therc is a more i

ortant cut motion in the name of my hon. friend Khan Sahib Sayi:{rf:;
him precedence I do not propose

Rahman next to me. In order to give
to move my motion.*®
SPEAKER : Khan Sahib Sayidur Rahman may

Tue HON'BLE THE
IDUR RAHMAN : In deference to the

move his motion.
KuAN SAHIB Mauvravi SAY
wishes of a section of the House I do not propose to move this motionf

{Iaughier).
SriyuT LAKHESVAR BAROOAH: Iam sorry Idid not movem
moltion. 4
Motions Nos. 5 1 and 6§ standing in the names £ Srij o
Kanta Barooah and Sr?jut Ghanasyam Das were not me:)\?ed. it Rajan
sryur KAMES WAR DAS: I begto move—
That the provision 0 Rs.2,70,660 under Grant No. 29, Major head—
57.—Miscellaneous, Minor head—L.—Contributions, Sub-head (a)—Con-
tc., (totalj at page 188 of the budget, be reduced

¢ributions to local bodies, €

by Rs.2, i.e., the amount of .he grant stands reduced by Rs.2.

Sir, in the note underneath my motion my intention is clear. I see
that the time is very short but I shall finish in a minute or two.

#That the provision of Rs.67,290 under Grant No.29, Major head——S'I.»Mischlaneous’

Sub-hcad—-(a)—-Gontrlbutions to Local Bodies, etc.,

at page 188 of the Budget,

Minor head—L.—Contributions,
Municipal Boards for general purposes,

Detailed head—Grants to
be reduced by Rs.100.

To raise a discussion about creation and redistribution of wa
Municipality.)

+That the pr 5 under Grant No.29, Major head—-ST.——-Miscc_llancOug :
Minor head—L. }--Contributions to Local Bodics, etc,,
Detailed head—Grants to neral purposes, at page 188 of the Budget,
be reduced by Rs.100.

(To protest against unequal and inequit
Boards of this province and to urge for an eV

rates realised bY each.)
—Miscellaneous,

proportion {0 the Local
+That the provision of Rs.1,77,245 under Grant No.29, Major head—>57.
Minor head—L. Sub-hcad-—(a)—-Contnbutmm to Local Bodies, etc.,
at page 188 of the Budget,

__Contributions,
Detailed head—Gran | Boards for general purposes,

rds of the Dibmgarh'

ovision of Rs.1,77,24
—_Contributions, Sub-head —(a
Local Boards for ge
of grants to the several Loca]

able distribution
the grant to Local Boards in

en distribution of

ts to Loca

be reduced by Rs.100.:
esentation of Indian Tea Planters through Assam

i (To raise a discussion about Tepr

ley Indian Tea Planters’ Association in Local Boards of Assam Valley.)

AEa §That the provision of Rs.10,000 under Grant No.29, Major head-—S?.——I\_/Iiscclla.
Dcxgﬁcam?lor head—L.—Contributions, sub-head—-{a)—Gontributions to Local Bodies, etc.,
T ducedctc:,_ﬁ%’gr_'mbunon to the village development fund, at page 188 of the Budget,-

(To criticise the Go i i i
vernment for not selecting a village in Bar|

under the proposed model village scheme g el pe

ta subdivision
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__ There arc complaints from all quarters that the contributions to the
different local bodies are not adequate and the distribution is not based on
a general policy of equity. So far as the local bodies in the Brahmaptia
Valley a~e concerned, the distribution is gencrally made on the population
basis and not on any other considerations. I for myself think that that
policy is not sound. There are other factors which the Government should
consider when distributing the contributions.

Tue Hon’BLE REv J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: MayI ask the hon.
member whether he means the grants given now are based on population
basis only ? :

Sryur KAMESWAR DAS: That is my impression. When I was
Chairman of the local board at Barpeta a 'ew years back I think that was
the basis on which the contribution was allowed. I see the timeisup. I
hope the hon. members will all suppor my motion for the inequitable
policy that the Government is following in the distribution ol the grants to
the local bodies.

(The Hon’ble Speaker yead out the motion to the House.)

Tue Hon'sLE REv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Sir, I have not under-
stood what the hon. mover of this motion means. 1t appea:s that he has
an idea that the distribution of the grants which the past Government gave
to the local boards was based only on population. 1 think, Sir, that posi-
tion was made very clear at the time when we were discussing the Local
Rates Bill. The position is this.

These grants to local boards were made many years ago. Some of
them were made over a quarter of a century ago. At that time there were
many considerations that led up to it. The population was considered,
the needs of the different local bodies were also considered and there were
many other things which were taken into consideration as far as I could
gather from the records. But these grants were continued from year to
year. There is only a little bit of variation at the present time. I do not
understand why the hon, mover of the motion would say now that this
distribution was based only on population. That is not a fact.

Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAH : But what is the fact, Sir ?

Tue HonBLE REev. J.J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: I have stated the
facts.

Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAH : You are beating about the bush.
We want the facts.

Tue Hon’sre Skijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: We need
not take notice of these remarks. The hon. member is making running
commentaries. .

Sriyur DEBESWAR SARMAH : No. I want facts but you are beating
about the bush and delaying. )

Tue Hon’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Sir,
that is the most disrespectful way of speaking in the House : sitting in the
seat and making running comments and not allowing us to proceed.

Tae Hon’sLE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : We shall be very
thankful to the hon. member if he would be kind to us ; we have been very
kind to him. : ; b

SRIJUT DEBESWAR SARMAH : He is wasting the time, Sir.

Tue HoN’BLE REV. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Very well, Sir. The

ber will not heed to my request. I shall go on.
hon. mem ; : : . -

The grants that are being given are co_ntmucd on the basis that was
decided by the previous Government according to “the needs of each local
board. There are different grants. There are the Communication grants,
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the Educational grants, the Medical grants and there the general purposes
grants and other grants. Each grant has its own history behind it. I will
now speak about the Commumc?tlon grants. When a local board takes
road from the Government Public Works Department, the Government
give to that local board a certain amount of grant. There are several
roads from time to time that were handed over by the Public Works
Department to the local boards and the grant would depend on the number
of roads that were handed over by the Public Works Department to these
Local Boards. Therefore the grants for communications would vary accor-
ding to the number of roads that the Local Boards would take from the
Public Works Department. But again there comes a time when the Local
Board hands over a certain number of miles of road to the Public Works
Department. Then the grant will be withdrawn or reduced. It goes on
like that. Therefore, Sir, it is very difficult to say exactly at this time so
late in the day on what basis the grants were distributed by the previous
Governments.

Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAH : On a point of information, Sir. Will
you be good enough to allow us to sit a few more minutes ?

TrE Hon’Bre THE SPEAKER : The hon. member knows that there
are two resolutions to be disposed of to-day.

Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAH :  Let us have the facts, Sir.

Tue Hon’srLe THE SPEAKER: He will give the facts if he is given
time. But the time is up. Order, order.

The question is :—

That a sum not exceeding Rs.5,50,300 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st
March 1938, for the administration of the head * 57.—Miscellaneous .

The motion was carried.

PROGRAMME OF ROAD IMPROVEMENT

Tae Hon’BLE MAULAVI SAaryiD St MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
Sr, I beg to move—

That this Assembly recommends that, subject to approval of schemes
by the Government of India, the programme of road improvement drawn
up after consultation with the Assam Communications Board, to be
undertaken from the grants from the Central Road Fund do be approved
within the limit of funds as may be allocated by the Government of India and
that projects number 1, 2, 7, 9, 12, 15, 16, 20, 21, 42, and 53 of the proposed
programme™® be undertaken il} the priority indicated as soon as suitable
grants are received, the priority of the remaining schemes to be decided by
the Assam Communications Board at a subsequent meeting

Sir, my hon. friends may be wondering why I have tabled this
motion so socn after the deliberations of the Assam Communications Board.
Hon. members may not be aware that, whenever we go up to the
g::m;"al Government for funds for our road development from the reserve of

S tet“i)l Excise Duty with the Central Government, our schemes have
%e‘f‘dgpminichUtmcllsedI by the Standing _Committce of Central Road
September a doar - It is understood, Sir, that this body is meeting in
tay o e? » unless our schemes are before them, it may be that we
remember irigﬁﬁgl?f o gnchyear. - anFior_md o t'his House, -if L
in the Communicati may be that I_was mentioning it prwatc]y to friends
maller provin faoss Board meeting that, since the creation of the
ts:O get have b((::z:ZOf O]r 1ssa and Sindh, the funds which we could expect

_ me less and our chances more meagre than before. In

"
Proposed programme of road improvement in Assam—uide Appm
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the past we cannot say that we were very badly treated; asa matter of
fact we are very liberally treated. And we also on our part have given a
good and prompt account of the money placed at our disposal. ~Assam was
always ready with its programme, a_nd as soon as_money was given it was
transferred to roads developing this country. That is why Assam has
already got a good name with the Central Government.

Sir, I see a large number of motions tabled for urging the need of
particular schemes which have been favoured by particular members. But
I would beseech those hon. members to have patience fo1_'a .wh1Ie and
let the proposals as they have evolved from our Communications Board,
to which this House sent as many as 8 representatives, and who, I can
assure the House, thoroughly went into the matter, stand. If we cut and
chop, our programme will be delayed and_ most probably our case w1ll_ not
be placed before the next Septcmbqr session of Fhat Standing Commlttct_a.
There is an apprehension in the minds of certain hon._ members <_Jf this
House that, if a particular scheme stands beyond the third or fourth in the
order of priority the chances of its being taken up are meagre. Sir, on
account of the fact that our programme will be limited to the .funds that
we expect to get, it is impossible to say that all the schemes will be taken
up at once; but funds being allotted, I can assure the House that we ‘havc
got the men and the- material to start almost all the programme simul-
taneously. To those hon. members who have tabled motions giving
priority to their own schemes, to them also my request is that they should
withdraw their motions in view of the statement that I have made.

Sir, with these remarks I commend my motion for the acceptance of
the House. .

“The motion was put by the Chair. .

Tue Hon’sre THE SPEAKER :  There are several amendments to this
resolution. The first* one stands in the name of Srijut Rajani Kanta
Barooah. . : : g

Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAH: On a point of information, Sir. In
the proposed schemes, Jorhat subdivision has, T find, been scrupulously
omitted. We also, find, Sir, from the scherr.e of model villages that, of all
subdivisions, Jorhat has been excluded. Not a village of Jorhat has been
taken init. Again in the Road Board Scheme this subdivision has been
omitted.

Tug Honx'sLe Mauravi Sarvip SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
This programme was drawn _up, Sir, on the schemes that were submitted
by our local officers, and authorities, na.melys _d{stnct officers of the general
administration, the local boards of the subdivisions and the Public Works

epartment, Offhand, Sir, I cannot say if Jorhat was purposely excluded.

Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAH : I do not say like that, Sir.

L THE Hon’srLeg MaurLavi SarviD SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
Then I cannot say why no scheme for that area has been included. It may

be that the Jorhat subdivision already possesses good roads or that some
has been already given to them.

Sryyjur DEBESWAR SARMAH : Do I understand, Sir, that the District
cers or the Local Board have not put up a scheme? Is that the reason
why Jorhat was omitted?
~ TuE Hon’BLE Mauravi Sarvip S;ir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Sir, I said that this scheme was drawn up after consulting the Local Boards
and the Subdivisional Officers concerned and the Public Works Department.
It may be that none of them thought that any scheme for Jorhat was
of such urgent or imperative necessity as the others.
Tgrij.ut Rajani Kanta Barooah to move :—
That for the figure *“ 2 ** the figures 3, 14, 24, 35, 43, 47, 49, 50 and 54 be substituted.
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Srgur SARVESWAR BARUA: On a point of information, Sir,
I may ask the Hon’ble Chief Minister one thing. How long will those
schemes which are in this list but which have not been included in the
Resolution have to wait if they are not taken up just now?

Tue Hon’BLE Mauravi Saryip St MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
That depends again upon funds that will be given by the Government of
India. If we get our schemes ready, the question of priority is to be
dis¢iissed in the Communications Board. If the Government of India be
good enough to give us sufficient money then all the schemes can be pushed

up in the next 5 years.
Srijur SARVESWAR BARUA: Only the schemes which have been

included in the Resolution?

Tue Hon’sLE Mauravi Sarvip St MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
I think I was not sufficiently clear. Since last year the Government of
India 15 giving money according to the requirements and not on a definite
percentage basis. Formerly we used to get annually a considerable sum
but since last year those provinces who have got a cut-and-dried pro-
gramme and who want money to finance them, arc only given money
according to requirement. Therefore we have prepared a scheme of very
nearly one crore. It istoo much to expect that the Government of India
will be able to advance that big amount to us in a short space of time, but
we have hoped that they will be good enough to give us about 6 to 7
lakhs during the next few years. We have drawn up our schemes and if
we get the money the 59 schemes that are now pending in the list will be
taken up.

S::SUT GOPINATH BARDOLOI: What” was the average amount
of money that we received from the Government of India during the last
2 or 3 years ?

TI—YIE ;ION’BLE Mauravi Sarvip Sl MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
The position is this. The extra excise duty on petrol g.es to the Central
coffers and it forms the Road Development Fund. Out of that the Central
Government at the present moment distributes 80 per cent. of the income
to the provinces according to the consumption of petrol in those provinces
and the rest 20 per cent. is kept as Reserve., Accordingly they distribute our
share of petrol duty. The original amount was on an average 2 lakhs
within the last 4 years, but the Government of India, as I have alr¢ady
mentioned, has been kind enough to give us an adequate sum from _thc
Reserve. At present we are asking them to give us one crore, if possible
within the next 5 years and if not possible, within the next 10 years, and we
have hopes, I cannot say how far it will materialise, of getting a big sum
within the next 3 or 4 years. The Standing Committee of the Development
Board of the Central Government will be sitting in September and our
schemes must be placed before them.

Mauravi NAMWAR ALI BARBHUIYA: From the statement of the
Hon’ble Chief Minister I understand that the local authorities of Cachar
and the Public Works Department officers of the district of Cachar failed to
submit any scheme for the consideration of the Government for the
lmpr%vcment of communication in Cachar? :

I wili ;‘:VI:DE)BL{E Mavravr Sarvip S;Ir M UHAMMAD SAADULLA: Sir,
Debe e Sarmagillva Ithgt same answer as I have given to my friend Srijut
whether the Loca] t is impossible for me to say without the file before M€

i mention'oard- of Cachar did recommend any special schemes- £
2 lakhs which we gor 52> oW that the average of the last 4 years 9

We got from the Central Govern etrol-
N w I am told by the Chief Boagigeer thatihe aT:ﬂt as our share on 5 from
th: Reserve Fund we got 35 lakhs during the last ;a)g":a:v:?s Ak jak a0

-



Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK - Does it include any roads in the partially
excluded areas?

THE HoN’BLE MAuLavi Sarymo S MUHAMMUD SAADULLA :
Only one road has been included for the partially excluded areas and that
road does not lead to Garo Hills (loud laughte ).

Mavuravr MUNAWWARALI: Itis stated in the resolution that the
Programme will be taken up in order of priority as soon as funds are
available. What is meant by ¢ priority °? " In the opening speech the
Hon’ble Chief Minister stated that these projects will be taken up
¢ simultaneously ’. Does the word * priority > mean simultaneously ?

THE HoN’BLE MAULAVI Sarvio SiIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
The dictionary meaning of priority and simultaneously is known to my hon.
friend who comes from the distinguished College of Aligarh. Taking up of
the schemes, Sir, depends upon the amount that we will get from the
Central Government. If we get a grant of Rs.25 lakhs I can assure my
hon, friend that all the schemes will be taken up simultaneously, but if we
get ons lakh his Sunamganj road will not be taken up.

MavrLavi MUNAWWARALI: TItis for this reason, Sir, that I have
tabled this motion, May I move my motion, Sir?

TrHE Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER: I think there are certajn grounds
on which this selection is based. If the hon. member
amendment should be taken up and the case of com
be decided in this House, then I think we shall
night to-day,

MavrLavi MUNAWWARALI: We are helpless, Sir.
the case of Sunamganj I do not think there s any member in
who will not support me when they have heard the piteous story of
Sunamganj. Therefore I wanted to place before the House the case of
Sunamganj. If you would permit me, Sir, I would finish within 5
minutes?

TuE Hon’srLE THE SPEAKER: I see, the hon. member’s motion is
the first and if he wants to move, he may move ; but other hon. members will
also move their motions. The result may very well be conjectured.

Basu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: If all the schemes that appear in the
resolution are made known, I will accept the proceedings of the Communi-
cation Board?

THE HoN’BLE MAaurLavi Sarvip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
All the schemes are ready. Now itis a question of priority—which one is
to be taken first.

Basu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: I suggest that the latter portion of
the Resolution, viz., the programme of road improvement drawn up after
consultation with the Assam Communications Board to be undertaken from
the grants from the Central Road Fund, may be omitted for the present,

Tue HoN’BLE THE SPEAKER - Will it take us far.,

Basu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: The question is how the amount g
spent. It will be 10 lakhs or 15 lakhs or 5 lakhs ; we do not know ag et.

THE HON’BLE Mavuravi Sarvip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA .
As regards that I have got one word to say. The Government of Indiz
will take into consideration all the new schemes and if we show in oyr
resolution the priority of the schemes, in that case we have got a better
chance of getting more money. If we do not give priority to any scheme
they may give us less than what we ask for. %

Mauravi MUNAWWARALI: I think, Sir that in the letter to the
Government of India, the phrase priority is redundant. Let a]] the schem,
be placed before them. That will create greater impression, Let thees
consider all the schemes simultaneously? '

As regards
this House
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Mr. W. FLEMING : I think those who have studied this programme
will all agree as to the amount of careful work that has been put into it by
the Department. It is also equally clear from the speeches of hon. members
who have addressed the House, that they have no key to the method of
celection. So far as I am aware, Sir, the method of arriving ata basis for
the scheme was to ask for proposals from all parts of the province. Tt will
be fairly clear to anybody that by such a method we could not but get long
view proposals and short view proposals—far—sightcd proposals and near-
sighted proposals. But the point 1s, the Flouse is mot in _a position to know
what was the method of selection. Now, Sir, I think there is sufficient
evidence that the Board bestowed great carc on it and I think we should be
making a mistake at this moment if we disturbed their arrangement. We

should do nothing that would jeopardise our chances of getting this money

from the Central Government. 2
The scheme is for a crore of rupees and it is fixed for 10 years. I do
not think that it is satisfactory that we should tie ourselves to details ten

years ahead. Therefore in reading the second part of the resolution where it
says : priority of the remaining schemes is to be decided by the Assam
Communications Board at a subsequent meeting, I think it is only reason-

able that members of this House should record their opinion that more than
one subsequent meeting will

be required and that something of real detail as
to the method of selection of the schemes should be in the hands of
members before the Communications Board meets next time. We should
state our view that there should be some indication of scientific method
in the selection of the schemes. No project should be taken merely because
2 member for—I won’t name, Sir,—somewhere, or a nember for somewhere
has a local parochial scheme of his own.

else,
MaurLavi MUNAW WARALI: I would tell him through you, Sir,
that the Sunamganj project had topped the list three times and it has got
down in a mysterious manner.

Mr. W. FLEMING : The hon. member appears to have found that

the shoe fits.
I would like to repeat that this Assembly should do nothing that would

jeopardise getting money from the Central Government for a scheme which
is wide enough and which is drawn with care.

But nevertheless, I do think that hon. members of the House are in
general agreement that they wish to know what is the method of selection.
There have been suggestions made, as to what information is required,
either an analysis of local trade conditions or an analysis of traffic. You
cannot take a traffic analysis or at any rate not a useful one, over a road
that does not exist or is in bad condition but there must be some data on
which conclusions are formed and we should ask the Department concerned
to make quite certain that the Communications Board has these facts in its
hands before it is asked to decide on the priority of the rest of the scheme,
probably 80 lakhs worth.

e :}t} :(ffems to me, Sir, that the criticism which is possible in this House,
COnSiderc?ic; tlréat one member can come and say that this scheme was not
SR cr?t_‘alnothcr can come and say that that scheme was not con-
Sereany S n‘:‘i y due to the fact that the reasons for t.he choice of schemes
with Al ltltfﬁdkto the Communications Board which should have dealt
g nextlér'l , Sir, if this 1s done for the remainder of the scheme
Blaiin a.rriving‘ & iscussion of the programme the House will have less trou-

a reasonable conclusion.

Th i : ;
Board ig:a’lf?nr’ I would also like to discuss the scope of the Commau

nications

»
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THE Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : Let us first decide as to how we shopld
proceed on. If it is the intention of the House that this amendment motion
should be taken up then we shall have to wait but the time at our disposal,
I think, will not be quite sufficient for the purpose. -

Mr. W. FLEMING : Sir, the considerations I am putting before ‘thc
House are, I hope, such as will enable those who have tabled the:se moticns
to decide that at present time it will be better not to move their motions,
"The main object of my speech is that these detailed amendments are embar-
rassing at this stage and will lead to no useful purpose. I have not finished
all I have to say, Sir, but if at this stage you wish to arrive at your rulin
regarding the amendments, I shall with your permission give way and

ater.

resurggliuf SARVESWAR BARUA: Sir, I understand from the Hon’ble
Chief Minister that all these schemes that are in this programme have been
prepared already and if now we like to suh_sn‘tute one scheme for the other,
then there need not be any delay in submitting the schemes to the Govern.-
ment of India. If, of course, we had come forward with the demand for
other roads which are not here in the proposed programme, in that case the
matter might have been held up or delayed but now all that we have to dg
Is to substitute one item which is already in the scheme for some others. I
may point out, Sir, that the scheme for which at least T and my hon. friend
Srijut Rajani Kanta Barua stand is only one scheme for many others: That
would simply minimise the work of the Government and it will not Increase
the work because he will have to substitute one scheme already prepared for
several others. Therefore there need not be any fear of more time bein
lost over this. If the schemes ave already there, one scheme may easily be
substituted for another and the list may be sent to the Government of India
quite in time. .

Srijur GOPINATH BARDOLOT : Sir, T would like to speak a worg
or two. I think, I have got to support Mr. Fleming and also the Hon’ble
Chief Minister in this matter. We had appointed a Board from among our
members.  Of course, there were certain nominated members but after al] it
was a decision which was arrived at by the representatives of our own House
and therefore it would not look very fair for us to go against the details of

the recommendations that haye been made. 1 am therefore disposed to
think that it would be quite decent on our part to accept the proposals that
have been put forward by the Board, Of course, in regard to certain prin-

ciples, I think, we should be able to discuss them in this House but in regard
to details as to how these principles have got to be worked out, I think, it
will be better to

leave it to the Board whom we appointed and whom we
selected. That being the Position, I request him to withdraw the amend-
pentand ot to embayrase ourselves with mere discussion on this matter
\hear, hear). Inp Yegard to the matter of principle, enunciated in the recom-
m_end_atmns,.l am disposed tq think that I may personally be at variance
with it. T teel, Sir, jf IUL R anir K anta B R e el s el have
been given effect 0, I would he directly benefited but I do not know very
exactly on what Principle it has been nfqde and it is for that simple reason
thatll consider, it wil] pe embarrassing EO be able to come to any definite
CONClUSION in regarq ¢, that ame
Theye may howeyer be a d;&ﬁ?ﬁ?if ‘Eﬁg'outlook, I mean, about the
whole principle of distributiop . If T have been able to guess properly, I
think, I would very much be in fayoyy of the principle my hon. friend Srijut
Rajani Kanta Barua hy €hunciated i hig amgldment. The present distriby-
tion that has been made, is, think, on the basis of having long trunk roads
running from one end of the country’to the other. . But there is also another
aspect of the whole qU.(‘lStiOIl of Communication about which I think’ the
resolution of the Government of India also indicates, namely, that there shoyld
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be some ventures to have communications for the improvement of villages
and to have roads which will pass through the villages and connect them
with the railway or trunk roads. T his is very necessary in view of the fact
that we have got to make the transport of the agricultural produce cheaper
I find Sir, that the principlc that I have just now referred to has not bccn.
given much attention in the distribution that has been made in the present
recommendations which has come in the shape of a resolution put
forward by the Hon’ble Chief Minister. I think, however, Sir, we may leave
this matter of principle and their applications to particular details to be
discussed by the Board that is functioning or the Board that will function.
So my request to all the hon. movers of the amendments is that it will be
better for us all to withdraw the amendments now.

Mr. W. FLEMING: Sir, I shall be very brief. I sat down to let you
take the opinion of the House. I thank the hon. leader of the Opposition for

his remarks with which [ am in fairly complete agreement. I want to
ations Board has had to deal

amplify them a little. So far, the Communic ¢
with nothing except road matters. It seems to me, Sir, that road schemes

should be dealt with in relation to €v i

province (hear, hear) and that would involve the wvery principle which
the hon. Mr. Gopinath Bardoloi has just enunciated. It seems to me, Sir,
that when a project of a road from “A” to «B» is under discussion, it should
be considered whether there is 2 railway in the vicinity and whether the
river comes or does not come into the matter. Similarly a railway should
have no right to proceed on its own initiative and spend what is in the last
resort public money on an extension, over an alignment where, in these road
minded days there will inevitably be a road. Therefore, Sir, tO .cqnclude
I want to say this, that it seems to me that there ought to be a Ministry of
Communications. 1 want to say that [ think there should be 2 porttolio of
Communications which should include all matters connected with Gommuni-
cations. Any project—road, railway or river—should come within the
purview of that Ministry, and further, Sir, that Ministry should be advised
by the Communications Board. Therefore, Sir, I suggest that any project of
road, of railway, river, or of feeder roads, should come first of all “within the
purview of the Communications Board.

Tue Hox'srLe THE SPEAKER : There is an amendment* standing in
the name of Maulavi Munawwarali. {s the hon. member going to move
it ? Does he hope that his amendment will be carried ?

Mavravi MUNAWWARALI: Sir, I wanted to place my case.

Tae Hon'sLe THE SPEAKER : I think the case has been sufficiently
placed and if the hon. member places his case, there are other hon. mem-
bers who have tabled their amendments, and they will want to place their
cases. I think the hon. member should withdraw his amendment.

Mavravi MUNAWWARALI: 1 shall withdraw my amendment,
Sir, if other hon. members do the same. But one principle which has been
enunciated by my hon. friend Mr. Bardoloi seems to be very pernicious. It
will have a pernicious effect on our deliberations here. My hon. friend
thinks that whenever we elect our representatives in a Uommittee, and when
the_y bripg forward their recommendations before us, it would be flouting
their opinion if we do not accept their recommendations in fo to. If it were
80, we would not have elected Select Committees to go into various Bills,
and criticise their opinion when it comes up before us, and even gometimes
Elgset it altogether. Therfore, Sir, it will mean no disrespect t0 the mcgn-
T :jac:ft :he Bﬁard if we do not accept their recommendations in ¥ 0. 'aot’:
e accepg ttlfl:e the hon. members that it would not be proper ol our par

5 _ principle enunciated by hon. Mr. Bardoloi.
Maulavi Munawwarali to move—
1, 9, 12 be ro-

That in the fifth line of th id Ru 4
arranged as follows ;_112.? : '-'- ;f*l esolution the five figures, 1, 2,

ery means of communication in the

, g



1447

As regards my amendment, I have indicated my willingness, though
very reluctantly, to withdraw it if all the hon. gentlemen will withdraw
theirs.

TuE Hon’sLe THE SPEAKER: I think, from the discussior} that I3as :
taken place, the hon. members, who have tabled amendments, will decide
their course of action, so far as their amendments are concerned.

Srijur SARVESWAR BARUA : Sir, there is one amendment stand-
ing in my name*. I would like to make a statement in one respect. SI_r, I,
want to say that if priority to any item is to be given, and if it 1s to be given
according to the urgency of provincial importance, in that case the North
Trunk Road should have come first. If urgency is to be dqtcrmmed by the
nceds of the cultivators, in that case also, Sir, the portion of t!1e North
Turnk Road between North Lakhimpur and Dibrugarh should be improved
first, because there is no road, no railway and no steamer communication
there. That portion bas been neglected and urgency given to other places.
I do not understand on what principle the selection has been made. This
road will not run parallel to any railway line, but rather will serve as an im-
portant feeder road. Therefore, I think if the Hon’ble Chief Minister takes
these factors into consideration, and promise to give priority to that portion
of the road I should withdraw my amendment. It is absolutely neces-
sary to take up that portion in order to take the North Tl‘lll}k Road up to
a railway head and a commercial centre instead of stopping it at Chauldhoa
as at present leading nowhere ; it is at present a blind road. If he remem-
bers these things, Sir, and consider all these factors I shall be glad to with-
draw my motion. X

Tue Hon’sLe THE SPEAKER: The hon. members have got their
representatives in the Board, and they can very well press before the Commu-
nications Board all these local grievances.

Srijur SARVESWAR BARUA : I think, Sir, that was done. I beg to
withdraw my amendment, Sir.

Sryur RAJANI KANTA BARUA : I also beg to withdraw my amend-
ment.

Mavuravi MUNAWWAR ALI: Sir, before we come to the end of it
may I suggest to-the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Public Works Depart-
ment to give notice to all members of this Assembly regarding the date of
sitting of the Communications Board so that each member can place his
Cﬁsc before the Board, as it is not possible for every member to be included
therein.

Tue Hon’srLE THE SPEAKER: If necessary by advocates (Laughter)
I take it that all the amendments are not going to be moved. I am plac-
ing this resolution.

[Then the Hon’ble Speaker put the main resolution to the House, and
declared it carried.]

CONFIRMATION OF THE ASSAM COMMUNICATIONS BOARD

THE HonN’BLE MaAuLAvI Sarvip Stk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I
beg, Sir, to move:

This Assembly recommends that the Assam Communications Board as
constituted provisionally in the Public Works Department Notification No.
45C.,T dated the 27th April 1937, be confirmed for the life time of the pre-
sent Assembly subject to the modification that the Chief Engineer be relieved

*Srijut Sarveswar Barua to mave ;—
That the figures 1, 15, 16 21 and 42 be deleted and the figure 24 be substituted for
the figure 53.
Appendix B.
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of his duties as ex-officio Secretary and  that the Superintending Engineers be
appointed ex-qﬁcw Joint Secretaries to the Board.
[The Hon’ble Speaker put the resolution to the House.]

THE Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : There are three amendments. One
f}and’s in the name of Mr. Naba Kumar Dutta. His amendment runs thus.
And further that the number of members of the Board be increased by two
s0 as to include the two Indian members whe have been elected by the
Indian Tea Concerns to rcpresent their interest in the Assembly”. The
same amendment stands in the name of Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee. I
doubt very much whether they are in order.

As regards Maulavi Munawwar Ali’s amendment, he wants to substitute
the word “dissolved’” in place of the word ‘‘confirmed™. I think he can
oppose the main resolution without making an amendment. This is a
motion for confirmation, and if the hon. member wants to dissolve the Board
he can oppose the main resolution. He can argue in faveour of dissolu-
tion, and if he can bring the House to his side, the Board will not be con-
firmed. So, that can be done without tabling a motion.

Mavriavt MUNAWWAR ALIL: But therc is something further—
«that a new Assam Communications Board be constituted during the next
session of the Assembly’”, that is something different.

Tue Hon'sie THE SPEAKER: The question of reconstitution wilf
only come in if the Board be dissolved. The resolution is to the effect that
the Board be confirmed and the hon. member wants that the Board be dis-
solved. Is it not asking for the contrary ? However he can oppose the

entire motion. :
Maviavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Then, Sir, I oppose the motion of the

Hon’ble Chief Minister.
Trae Hon'sLe THE SPEAKER :
ments, that of Mr. Baidyanath Moo

Dutta.
Mgr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I intend to move

my amendment because at present the Indian tea planting concerns
are absolutely unrepresented on the Assam Communijcations Board.
While there are three members on _ the Board  from the
European planters side—one nominated by the Assam Branch of the
Indian Tea Association, one nominated by the Surma Valley Branch of the
Indian Tea Association, and one representing the North B-ank interest of the
Indian Tea Assoication, there is none to represent the Indian tea concerns,
As a matter of fact 95 per cent. of the Indian tea concerns are not members
of the Indian Tea Association, and as such nominated members of the
Indian Tea Association cannot represent the Indian tea concerns. There-
fore I am moving this amendment. My amendment is this :—
That in the last line of the Resolution after the word “Board” the
following words be added i— 7
“And further that the number of members of the Board be increa-
sed by two so as to include the two Indian members who have
been ~ clected by the Indian Tea Concerns to represent their
interest in the Assembly.”

Tue Hon’sLe Mauravi Sarvio Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
Mr. Speaker, Sir, with due respect I quite agree with the ruling that has
been given by the Chair. My motion is for confirmation of the Board. As
regards the amendments my submission is that the two motions stand

But before that there are other amend-
kerjee and that of Mr. Naba Kumar
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together. We have got a Communications Board already consisting of 18
members, some of whom have not got a vote and are only observers. My
motion before the House is that the Board as constituted by election of
8 members from this House be confirmed. I would like to point out how-
ever that at the time when the voting papers were distributed the word “pro-
visional” appeared in the instructions, i.c., that the Board will be only
provisional, that the representatives of the House will be there for a short
time, as the Board is provisional. I understand that the reason why my
hon. friend Maulavi Munawwar Ali wants that the Communications Board
as at present constituted be dissolved is that owing to the fact that the
Board was advertised to be provisional, many of his party w1:10 wanted to
stand as candidates for representing this House on the Board did not stani.
He may have reason before him for his amend ment but as I have already
said, he can doso by opposing the entire motion.

“Tue Hox’sLe THE SPEAKER : Unless this Board be formed it can-

not function.

Tue Honere Mauravi Sarvip St MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
The Board has already functioned, but we wanted it to function for the
rest of the life of this House, but this was not mentioned in the voting
papers, and that is the only kitch. If the present Board is not confirmed
and the House wishes that a fresh Gommunications Board should be elected
from the representatives of the House plus the other members, then only
other question of giving representation te the Indian tea planting group
will arise. At present it cannot arise. So, my sgbmissaon is tbat the three
motions—(two of the representatives of the Indian tea planting concerns
and that of my hon. friend Maulavi Munawwar Ali) stand or fall together.

Tue Hon’sie THE SPEAKER : If what I have heard from the Hon’ble
Chief Minister be the position then I am doubtful as to whether Maulavi
Munawwar Ali’s motion should be ruled out of order.

Mauravi ABDUR RAHMAN: IfT heard him correctly I think fthe
Hon’ble Chief Minister said that in the voting papers it was stated that the
Board was provisional and that it would cease to function at the end of this
session. Am I correct, Sir ?

Tue Hon’sie Mauravi Sarvin Sig, MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
Yes, Sir, it was stated that the Board will be provisional. Itis also in the
motion itself.

Tue Hon’sre T SPEAKER : In that case the amendment of Maulavi
Munawwar Ali is in order. ;

Mavravi MUNAWWAR ALI: Mr. Speaker, Sir. As you have kindly
ruled that my motion is in order I will move it. My motion runs thus:—

That in the third line of the said Resolution in place of the word
. ‘“‘confirmed” the following be substituted :—
“‘dissolved and a ncw Assam Communications Board be constituted
during the next Session of the Assembly™.
and the resolution as amended will read thus:—
¢This Assembly recommends that the Assam Communications Board
as constituted provisionally in the Public Works Department
Notification No. 45C., dated the 27th April 1937, be dissolved
and a new Assam Communications Board be constituted dur-
ing the next session of the Assembly for the lifetime of the
present Assembly, subject to the modification that the Chief
Engineer be relieved of his duties as ex-officio Secretary and
that the Superintending Engincers be appointed ex-officis
Joint Beerctaries to the Board”,

L?,
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Sir, if my motion is accepted the result will be what the original in.
tention of the Government and also of this Assembly was, We voted and we
constituted the Assam Communications Boar1 on the distinct understanding
that it was merely provisional and that a fresh Board would be elected dur-
ing this session of the Assembly.

I will not take the time of the hon. members. I simply request the
Hon’ble Minister for Public Works Department to be good cnough to accept
my amendment. That will minimise my time and that will also carry out
the original intention of the Government and the Assembly.

Sir, I would not take the time of the hon. members ( Mr. Hockenhull—
hear, hear). 1 will simply request the Hon’ble Minister for Public Works
that he should be kind enough to see his way to accept my amendment
and that will minimise time. That will only mean that the House is
carrying out the original intentions of Government and the Assembly when
it asked the House to make these elections only provisionally and till this
session of the Assembly. I hope the Hon’ble Minister in charge will be
pleased to accept this amendment.

Tue Hon’sLe Mauravi Satyip Sik MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
In view of the fact that at the time the Board was elected it was distinctly
mentioned that the constitution of the Board will be only provisional, I do
not sce how I can oppose the amendment of my hon. friend.

Srijur GOPINATH BARDOLOI: On a point of order, Sir, I do
not understand what the position of the Hon’ble Minister exactly is. He
has moved a motion for the confirmation of the Board. Now he says he can-
not help agreeing to the amendment for the dissolution of the Board. We
do not understand what the position is exactly.

TraE Hon’bLe Mauravi Sarvip Sk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
'Ithc position of the Government is quite clear. I want to be guided by the
views of the House. At the time when the Board was elected in April last
it was mentioned that the eight members would be elected provisionally. I
leave it to the House, therefore, whether they want us to continue with the
same Board or whether they want to elcct a fresh one. At the same time I do
not want it to be said that a trick was played on the members because it was
stated in the letters to members that thc Board would be only provisional
and therefore many members who wanted to stand for election did not do so
for that reason. I leave the decision on this matter to the House and shall
abide by what they say.

Mavuravi MUNAWWAR ALI: There is one little point of informat’on,
Sir. Is my information correct that between now and the next session of the
Assembly there will be no sitting of the Communications Board ?

Tue Hon’sLe Mauravi Samvio S;ire MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -
That is so, Sir. There is no programme ready to be placed before the Board
during this period.

Tue Hon’sLE THE SPEAKER: The questionis that in the third Iine
of the resolution, in place of the word ‘confirmed’ the following be substitu.
ted : c‘dissolved and a new ’Gommunicatians Board be ConStitu?ed during the
next session of the Assembly”’.

SryjuT (,:"OP INATH BARDOLOTI : Sir, I accept the resolution as moved
by the Hon’ble Minister for Public Works and oppose the amendment
moved by the hon. {nembcr_ Maulavi Munawwar Alj ; 1 do not really
itd}f;if:'ﬁr:}g tl’;ezc 18 tag}’thiri‘cgl before us to believe that the Board that

o ady appointed would not be able to discharge their responsi-
bilities. We had the recommendations that were submitted before the
House and I think the House after due delil i . { et >

Ak _ : er due deliberation accepted their recom
mendations. I do not think that anything has come in between to take
away the trust that we bave in that Board and to reconstitute it in another
manner,
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It is to be confirmed for the lifetime

of the present Assembly, that is the resolution.
I think, Sir, they have so far dis-
charged their functions very well and I have no manner of doubt that they

are likely to discharge their duties better, in the future.

Srgyur GOPINATH BARDOLOI :

With their present

cxperience and knowledge, I think they will be in a better position to dis-
charge their duty. Therefore, I oppose the amendment and support the
resolution.

-U'l.

10,

11.
12,

13.

14.

15.

16.

The amendment was put to the House and declared lost. The decision
being challenged, the House divided with the following result :—

Ayes—19

. Maulavi Abdul Aziz.

. Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhu-

ry.

. Maulavi Abdur Rahman,

. Maulavi Md. Abdus Salam.

Maulavi ~ Dewan Muhammad
Ahbab Chaudhury.

. Maulavi Badaruddin Ahmed.
. Maulavi Ghyasuddin Ahmed.
. Maulavi Mabarak Ali.

. Khan Sahib Maulavi Mudabh-

bir Hussain Chaudhuri.

Khan Bahadur Maulavi Mufi-

zur Rahman.
Maulavi Munawwar Alj.
Maulavi Naziruddin Ahmed.

Khan Sahib Maulavi Sayidur
Rahman.

Mr. Benjamin Ch. Momin.
Srijut Bhairab Chandra Das.

Srijut Binode Kumar J.

Sarwan.

C\U\»FB.UJMH

Noes.—46

. Mr. Arun Kumar Chanda.
. Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee.

Srijut Beliram Das.

. Srijut Bhuban Chandra Gogoi.
. Babu Bipin Behari Das.
. Babu Dakshina Ranjan Gupta

Chaudhuri.
Srijut Debeswar Sarmah,

. Srijut Ghanashyam Das.

. Srijut Gopinath Bardoloi.

. Srijut Haladhar Bhuyan,

. Srijut Jadav Prosad Chaliha.
. Srijut Jogendra Chandra Nath.
. Srijut Jogendra Nath Barua.
. Srijut Kameswar Das.

. Babu Kamini Kumar Sen.

. Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy.

. Mr. Kedarmal Brahmin.

. Babu Rabindra Nath Aditya.

. Srijut Lakhesvar Borooah.

. Babu Lalit Mohon Kar.

. Srijut Mahadev Sarma.

. Srijut Mahi Chandra Bora.

. Mr. Naba Kumar Dutta.

. Srijut Omeo Kumar Das.

. Srijut Paramananda Das.

. Srijut Purna Chandra Sarma.
. Srijut Rajani Kanta Barooah.

. Srijut Rajendra Nath Barua.

. Srijut Sankar Chandra Barua,

. Srijut Sarveswar Barua.

. Srijut Siddhi Nath Sarma.

. Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan,
. Maulavi Muhammad Amirud-

din.

. Maulavi Muhammad Amjad

Ali.

. Mr. Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed.

Col. A. B. Beddow.
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37. Mr. A. F. Bendall.
17. Rev. L. Gatphoh. 38. Mr. J. R. Clayton.
39. Mr. W. R. Fflull.

18. Mr. C. Goldsmith. 40. Mr. W. Fleming.

41. Mr. B. 1. Barry.

42.. Mr. F. W. Hockenhull.
19. Mr. Jobang D. Marak.. 43. Mr. D. B. H. Moore.

44. Mr. R. A. Palmer.
45. Srijut Bideshi Pan Tanti.
46. Mr. P. Parida.

Ayes being 19 and Noes 46, the amendment was lost.

Mgr. NABAKUMAR DUTTA: I beg to move, Sir, the following

amendment :

That in the last line of the Resolution after the word Board ”’ the
following words be added :—

¢ And further that the number of members of the Board be increased
by two so as to include the two Indian members who have been elected by
the Indian Tea Concernsito represent their interest in the Assembly .

I have just said what I have to say in this connection. I now leave the
amendment for the acceptance of the House. :

Ksax Samms Mauravi SAYIDUR RAHMAN:  Sir, the Hon’ble Chief
Minister has just said that if the previous motion be negatived then the other
motions also should go.

The Hon’ble the Speaker repeated the amendment to the House.

MRr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, I have got a similar
amendment. I therefore support this amendment.

Tue Hon’sLe Mauravi Sarvio Sik MUHAMMAD SAADULLA ;
Sir, I leave the matter to the House.

The motion was put and carried. ;

The original resolution as amended was then put and carried.

The House was adjourned to Wednesday, the 1st September 1937, at
11 Am.

SHILLONG : } A, K. BARUA,

The 19th October 1937. Secrelary, Assam Legislative Assembly,
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. PROPOSED PROGRAMME OF ROAD IMPROVEMENT
IN ASSAM
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APPENDIX I

*No.45-C.—In this Department Notification No. 211-C., dated the 24th
November 1934,-a Communications Board was formed for the life time of
the Assam Legislative Council. With cffect from the 1st April 1937 that
Board become in-opcrative and durir_lg the inaugural session of the Assam
Legislative Assembly it was not possible to place the matter for their consi-
deration. Mecanwhile it is necessary to keep a Board to advise Govern-
ment on all important schemes relating to the development of Communi-
cations generally in the province of Assam. The Government of Assam are
therefore pleased to order that pending the formal constitution of a new
Board the following members shall form the provisional Communications

Board for Assam:—

1. Honourable
,chargc of the
Works Department.

—

Minister in)
Public }President.

-

2. Secretary to the Govcrn-}
ment of Assam in the Edu-
cation and Local Self-]
Government Departments. r Members.

3. Secretary to the Govern-
ment of Assam in tth
Finance Department.

4. Chief Engineer and Secre-
tary to the Government of
Assam in the Public
Works Department.

3. Srijut Mohi Chandra Bora,]
B.L., M.L.A.

6. Mr. Arun Kumar Chanda,
Bar-at-Law, M.L A.

7. Srijut  Santosh Kumar ¢
Barua, B.A., M.L.A.

8. Srijut Siddhi Nath Sarma, !

Member and Ex-gfficio Secretary.

B.L., M.L.A. 4
9. Srijut Lakhesvar Barooah,L Members elected by the members A

B.L., M.L.A, of the Assembly oth Y |
10. Babu Dakshina Ranjan Planting mr:r;gcrso. R e

Gupta Chaudhur, M.A., |

B.L., M.L.A.

11. Maulavi Muhammad Am-
jad Ali, B.A., LL.B., M.L.A.

12, Mr.  Fakhruddin Ali
Ahmed, Bar-at-Law,
M.L.A.

13. A member, nominated by
the f&ssam Branch of the
Indian Tea Association.

14. A member, nominated by
‘the Surma Valley Branch
(:_f the Indian Teca Associa-

ion.
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15. Agent, As_sam-Bgngal Rail- Representing Railways operating in
way or his nominee, Assam (except Jorhat Provincial
Railway).

16. Representative of -the Joint Representing the Steamer Compa-
Steamer Companies. nies operating in Assam and the
Jorhat Provincial Railway,

17. An Observer representing )
the recognised Local Tran-
sport Associations interest-
ed in the development of
Communications in Assam. » In non-voting capacity,

18. An Observer representing
the North Bank interest of
the Assam Branch, Indian
Ter Association, J

G. REID SHAW,

Secretary to the Government o
in the Public Works Dcpg:ﬁf:::z

SHILLONG ¢ Printed and published by the Superintendent; Astam Governmen p
Tess

(Ls A.) No, 320—127—25-11-1937,



