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Proceedings of the Second Session of the First Assam Legislative
Assembly, assembled under the provisions of the Government
of India Act, 1935

The Assembly met at the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at Il a.m. on Monday,
the 30th August, 1937 .

_QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
STARRED QUESTIONS

Increased rates in court-fees and stamp-duties

Mz, FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED asked :
%965. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) the total receipts raised from stamp duti'cs and court-fees
district by district in the months of April, May and June,

1937 ;

(6) such receipts ins the corresponding month of the years 1934,
1935and 1936 ;

(¢) whether increased rates in court-fees since the enforcement of’
amended Court-fees Act has correspondingly increased or
is likely to increase the receipts of the province from this
source ? '

lT:i{E Hon’sBLe Mavravi Sarvio Sie MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
geplied :

265. (a) and (b).—A statement is laid on the table,
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Statement referred to in reply to starred question No. 265(a)

and (b).
1934
District April May June

Stamps | Court-fces| Stamps | Court-fees| Stamps | Court-fees

S e
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. - Rs.
Cachar 3,708 | 14,208 | 3,676 | 12,985 | 2,650 | 9,879
Darrang 1,774 4,780 1,447 6,639 826 4,808
Garo Hills 2o 67 414 89 303 43 226
Goalpara 2,814 | 24,331 1,843 | 16,771 831 8,036
Kamrup 2,993 | 14,145 | 2,361 | 14,944 | 1,673 | 11,2606
Khasi and Jaintia 1,027 1,148 798 1,729 696 1,451

Hills, . -~
Lakhimpur 1,957 5,905 2,467 8,770 958 7,487
Lushai Hills ... 60 15 10 . 60 5 o

Manipur 34 174 18 324 22 396
Naga Hills 21 266 22 236 28 168
Nowgong 1,598 3,587 1,254 4,166 756 2 918
Sibsagar 2,617 | 7,664 | 2,806 | 12,735 | 2,178 | 10,881
Sylhet .. | 13,720 | 60,761 | 11,085 | 64,674 | 10,534 | 50,653

Total 32,390 (1,37,398| 27,876 | 1,44,336| 21,200 |-1,08,199

The above figures exclude value of stamps paid in Bengal on documents relating to

roperties O
Rs.45,000-

f Assam which is adjusted annually urder stamps and the annual amount is
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1935
District April : May June

Stamps | Court-fees| Stamps | Court-fees | Stamps | Court-fees

Rs. " Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. .

Cachar .| 3,460 12,451 | 4,239 { 12,398 | 3,320 | 14,280

Darrang 1,138 5,469 1,248 5,081 1,379 6,083

Garo Hills 167 401 4 393 72 289
Goalpara .| 1,564 | 28,774 7 2,914 | 13,918 | 1,254 | 9,653

Kamrup .~ ... | 3,615 12,309 2,515 | 12,179 | 2,262 | 12,979
Khasi and Jaintia 730 | 1,431 802 | 1,081 782 | 1,770;

Hills.

Lakhimpur ... | 1,639 | 6,694 | 1,931 | 7,120 '1,121 6,201

Ll;sllai Hills = -.. . | 90 30 10 10 10

Manipur 140 210 11 238 360
ﬁaga ity e 24| 173 28| “344| " 2 |* 318"

ﬁowgong 1;233 3,628 1,002 4,368 780 3,564
Sibsagar 2,345 . 7,949 2?953 9,792 2,534 9,370 :
Sylhet oo | 13,446 | 60,016 | 12,068 | 56,044 | 9,031 ;2,483 '
Total ... | 29,501 |1,39,595| 29,815 | 1,22,966| 22,567 | 1,07,455

The above figures exclude value of stamps paid in Bengal on documents relating to’

properties of Assam .vhica is aljusied aaaaally unler stamps anl the annual amount is
Rs.45,000,
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1936 3
District April May June
Stamps | Court-fees | Stamps |Court-fees | Stamps  |Court-fees
l.'(s.. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs.
Cachar 4,787 | 14,076 | 4,442 | 15,143 | 3,363 | 14,005 .
Darrang 1,230 | 5953 | 1,281 | 5,252 | 1,074 | 4,989
Garo Hills 77 284 38 271 65 313
Coalpara 2,000 | 27,985 | 1,475 | 12,670 | 1,333 | 9,390
Kamrup 3,166 | 16,083°| 3,734 | 14,048 | 2,288 | 13,244
Khasi and Jaintia | 1,400 | 830 | 707 | 1,962 | 1,687 822
Hills. |
Lakhimpur 1,008 | 5,622 { 4,551 | 6,767 989 | 6,479
Lushai Hills_ 35 94 10
Manipur 84 214 6 310 5 406
Naga Hil]s< 12 146 20 223 10 170 .
Nowgong 1,506 | 4,516 | 1,203 | 4,070 800 | - 3,949
Sibsagar 2,315 | 8,686 | 2,933 | 11,114 | 2,157 | 9,726 "
Sylhet .. | 10,516 | 60,524 | 11,982 | 52,464 & 11,334 | 43,936
Total 29,001 |1’44’954 32,372 {1,24,388 | 25,115 | 1,07,429

1

The above figures exclude value of stamps paid in Bengal on documents relating to
properties of Assam which is adjusted annually under stamps and the annual amount is

Rs.45,000.



1937
1
District April May June
1
Stamps | Court-fees y Stamps | Court-fees{ Stamps | Court-fees
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs.
Cachar 6,563 | 14,073 5,936 | 13,027 4,004 | 13,809
Darrang 1,656 6,307 1,462 5,319 1,116 4,981
#Garo Hills 109 482 52 287 34 750
iGoalpara 3,331 | 32,276 | 2,187 | 10,616 1,812 9,961
Kamrup 4,670 | 17,214 4,180 | 13,632 2,811 | 12,852
Khasi and Jaintia 2,289 1,971 1,817 5,674 1,030 1,573
Hills.
Lakhimpur 2,604 | 7,786 | 2,517 | 17,334, 1,857 | 17,251
Lushai Hills 20 35 35 15 35
Manipur * * * * % %
Naga Hills 11 435 59 235 —9 176
Nowgong 3,310 5,392 1,575 4,604 1,128 4,015
Sibsagar e 2,924 | 10,095 2,733 9,191 2,840 9,223
Sylhet 20,094 | 70,493 | 16,050 | 51,748 | 13,169 | 43,329
Total | 47,581 | 1,66,559| 38,568 1,21,702I 29,825 | 1,07,955

The-above figures exclude value of stamps paid in Bengal on documents relating to pro-
perties of Assam which is adjusted annually under stamps and the annual amount is

Rs.45,000,

* With effect from the st April 1937 the receipts of Ma
credited to ‘the Provincial Revenues but to Central Taxes

Department,

nipur State have not been
and Crown Representatives
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Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Has the receipt increased
during these three months ? 7

Tue Hown’srLe MaurAavi Sarvip SiR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
The figures will show ; I have laid them on the table.

. Mauvravi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Is it not a fact that the
Stamp and Court-fees Acts were thrust upon the last Legislative Council on
promise of remission of certain percentage of land revenue in certain dis-
tricts of Assam ?

Tue HoxsLe Mauravi Sarvip Sl MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Does this question arise ? .

Srijur SIDDHI NATH SARMA: Isit a fact that G‘_Jvernment
assured at the time of passing this lcgisllat;on that the money received from
this will r rural water-su 7

THEbeHSSS’rLigO MAULAVI SAIYI’)III; ySm MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
No, I do not find any such promise in these Acts of 1936. '

(¢)—This depends on the amount of court-fee and other stamps:
sold.

Vice-Chairman of the North Lakhimpur Local Board
Srijur SARVESWAR BARUA asked :

*966. Will Government please state the name of the present Vice-
Chairman of the North Lakhimpur Local Board ?

#967. When was he elected to this office ?

#268. When would his term of office expire or have expired according
to the Law ?

Tue Hon’sre REev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :
266.—Srijut Kushram Bora.

Srjur SARVESWAR BARUA: Is Srijut Kushram Bora still the Vice-
Chairman of the Board ?

Tue Hon’sLE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Asfar as I know he
is still the Vice-Chairman.

267.—26th May 1934.
268.—25th May 1937, :

Srijur SARVESWAR BARUA: Has re-election taken place after the
expiry of the term ?

Tue Hon’sie Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Asfar as I know re-
election has not taken place.

Srijur SARVESWAR BARUA: Then how the Hon’ble Minister
said that he is still the Vice-Chairman of the Board ?

Tue How’BLE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Re-election has not
been done by the Board.

Srijur SARVESWAR BARUA :  If the re-election does not take place,
will this gentleman continue in office till the reconstitution of the Board ?

Tue How’sie Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Thatis a ‘question
which has not been brought to the nolice of Government.

Srijur SARVESWAR BARUA: Isit not provided in the law that
the term should expire at the end of the third year ?

Tue HoN’sLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Yes.
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Srijur SARVESWAR BARUA: Then how can he continue “after
that tcrm -is O‘fcr ? T T AF ATTATTAT O TV AXT . 7 P B e g T .

CORRECTION SLIPS TO THE ASSAM LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBL
DEBATES VOLUME 1II, No.13, DATED THE 30t AND 3lsr
AUGUST 1937

Correction slip No.9

At page 1302 after the heading “Unstarred questions” insert the follow-
ing \—

THE ASSAM REVENUE TRIBUNAL

KHAN Sanie Mavrnavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN asked :

530. Is it a fact (a) that the officer presiding over the Assam Revenue
Tribunal has not enough work to do ?

_ (b) If so do Government propose to consider the desirability of retain-
ing the post on a more economical basis ?

Tre Hon’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

530. (a)—No.
(6)—The question does not arise.

Correction slip No.10

At page 1302, before the question 533", insert the following :—

_ 531. Has the attention of the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Educa-
tion Department been drawn to the prOC_CCdmgs of a public meeting recently
held at Gauhati regarding the recent strike of the students of the Collegiate

1 School in connection with the observance of holiday on Haridev Tithi ?

532. Is it a fact that Haridev Guru was one of the foremost religious
cholémerg of Assam and that he is held in high esteem by the Assamese
indus ?

«  Correction slip No.11

At page 1302, before the reply to question “533" snsert the following :—
531.—Yes,

532.—Government understand that he was a great religious reformer
and that he is held in special esteem by Hindus in the Goalpara and Kam-
fup districts, _

SHILLONG : } A. K. BARUA,

The 15tk January 1938,

d Secretary, Lagislative Assembly, Assam.
*C.P. (L, A.) No. 447()—130—31-1-1988,
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Sryur GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : Has the Hon’ble Minister
received a copy of a resolution of a public meeting held at Nalbari on the
24th August urging Government to grant a general holiday on the death
all¥iversary of Haridev Guru ?

THE Hon’BLE MauLavi Saryip SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I
have nofymat received any such resolution. Most probably this is in office.

SrFAURT KANTA TALUKDAR: Is the Hon'ble Misiiter
aware that'the anniversary is observed in the other districts of the Assam
Valley besides Kamrup and Goalpara ? §

Tue How’sLe MauLavi Sarvip Sik  MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Government have got no information.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : I say that there are Satras
of the said Guru in the other districts of the Assam Valley and that a con-
siderable number of Hindu public observe the anniversary. Is Government
aware of that ?

TreE Hon’BLE MAULAVI SArviD SiR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA - No,
Sir. Government have no information beyond that except in the districts
of Kamrup and Goalpara the death anniversary is observed elsewhere also.

Sryur GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Will Government: con-
sider the;icsirability of granting a general holiday all over the Assam Valley
districts ?

Tue HoN’BLE MAuLAvi Sarvip S;ir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
This supplementary question is a repetition of question No.534. I have
already answered that. ;

Sryur GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: The answer to my question
seems to be limited to Goalpara and Kamrup districts only.

Tue Hon’BLE MaAuravi Saivio  Sire MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
The question isia general one. I have replied that the matter is under
consideration.

Srgur BELIRAM DAS: What action do Government propose to
take in considering the matter as regards the granting of a public holiday ?

Toe HoNBLE MauLavi Sarvip S MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
We have called for reports from District Officers, As soon as we receive
these, Government will come to a final decisjon.

Tue HoONBLE MAuLAvI SAryip Sm MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

534.—The matter is under consideration.

Gauhati Regisiration Office
Sryur GAURL KANTA TALUKDAR asked :

535. Will the Hon’ble Min
ment be pleased to state—

(@) The number of documents presented for registration at Gauhatj
Registration Office from the Mauzas under the Nalbari,
Rangia and Boroma Thanas during the last 5 years, thana
by thana ?

(b) The number of documents presented for registration in the

said office from the rest of the Subdivision during the last
5 years, year by year ?

ister in charge of the Registration Depart-
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536. (a) Do Government recognise that the people of the Nalbari,
Rangia and Boroma side are made to incur heavy expenditure on account

of railway expenses and are put to great inconvenience in travelling to
Gaubhati for registration of documents ?

(6) Ifso, do Government propose to post a Sub-Registrar at
Nalbari as early as possible ?
TueE Hon’sLE Mauravi MD. ALT HATIDAR KHAN Treplied :
535. (a) and (b)—A statement is laid on the table.

Statement showing number of documents registered in the Gauhati Sub-Registry Office
during last five years

Total number I Number of documents Number of
of documents registered in Gaubati documents
registered in Sub-Registry Office from | presented for
Year | the Gauhati the thana elaka of— registration Remarks
Sub-Registry | from the rest of
Office the Sub-
Nalbari | Rangia | Boroma division
1932 3,414 | 1,285%* 315 1,814 | *These figures
include  Boroma
1933 3,016 | 1,175*% 333 i 1,508 figures as there
was no separate
1934 2,957 | 1,280% 314 2 1,363 thana at Boroma
rior to 1st April
1935 3,382 | 1,511% 381 1,490 R036, b o
1936 3,695 1,4067 438 50 1,801 | {This figure
includes figures of
Boroma for first
three months of
1936 as the thana
at Boroma started
on lst April 1936.
536. (@)—VYes.

(b)—The result of opening an office at Nalbari, even ifit paid,
would be that the Gauhati office would be in heavy deficit. Government

will, however, consider the matter in connection with other claims for the
opening of offices.

Sryjur GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: I find that Government
says that il a Sub-Registry office is opened at Nalbari, Gauhati office would
be in heavy deficit. Will Government have the work of the Sub-
Registrar of the Gauhati Sub-Registry office done by an Extra
Assistant Commissioner in addition to h's duties ?

Tue Hon'BLE Mauravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN: I have
already said that the matier will be considered.

Provision of urinals and latrines for the Barpeta Court Compound

Srijur KAMESWAR DAS asked :

537. (a) Is it a fact that there are no urinals and latrines for the use
of the litigant public in the Barpeta Court Compound ?

&
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(b) Tfso, does the Hon’ble Minister in charge propose to take
stepsto make provision for the same atan early date ?

Tue How’sLe Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

537. ( )—There are no urinals in the Barpeta Court compound but
thelgf.: are latrines at a little distance intended for use by the litigant
public,

(6)—Government do not propose to take this up in preference to
other urgent work in B rpeta town itself.

Srijur  KAMESWAR DAS: With regard to (b) may I have an
idea about any of these urgent works in the Barpeta town for which
Government propose to make provision.

Tue HonsLe Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: It will
be a long caralogue, Sir, ure

Srijur GHANASHYAM DAS: Wil the Hon’ble Minister say that
the latrines are int:nded for the use of litigant public even though they
are situated at a distance ?

(No reply.)

Srijur KAMESWAR DAS: It is replied that the catalogue of urgent
works will be a long one. May we know at least some of these urgent works
which Government are taking up in the Barpeta town this year ?

Tre Hown’BLE Srpyur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I can
speak only from memory. For instance, roads in Barpeta town are very
bad ; they ought to be improved. Some areas are insamitary ; they
ought to be look d into. These things are more urgent than the urinal.

Srijur KAMESWAR DAS: May we know if provision for these
has been made in the current year ?

Tue Howse Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: They
will be (aken into consideration,

Habit of smoking in the Ejlas in the district of Sylhet
Mauravi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURI asked:

538. Are Government aware that some oi_' Exccuti\l;e C%fﬁcers are in
the habit of smoking in the Ejlasin the District of Sylhet :

TrE Hon’BLE Srjjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied:

538.—The hon. member is referred to the reply given to question 192
asked by Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy in this session of the Assembly.

Establishment of a village court at Ahotguri
Sryjur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA asked :

539. Will Government be pleased to state (a) the distance of Ahotguri
from Golaghat Court and () how many rivers are to be crossed for a man
coming from Ahotguri to Golaghat Court ? :

540. Will Government be pleased to state whether there is any vil.
lage Court at Ahotguri ? .

541. If the answer to question 540 is in the ncgative, do Govern-
ment propose to establish a village Court there in future ?
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~ Tre Hon’sLe Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

539. (a)—About 27 miles but in the rainy season it varies with the
course of the Brahmaputra and its tributaries.
(b)—Five including tributaries.
540.—No. : :
541.—No representation for the establishment of a village court at
Ahotguri has yet been rececived and Government are not prepared to estab-

lish one until they are satisfied that local circumstances justify such a
course of action.

Srjur  RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: Wil Government consi-
der the question of holding Court at Ahotguri considering the lor.lg
distance of the place from the headquarters of Golaghat as they do in
Nalbari ?

Tue Hox’sre Sryjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Provided
there is a demand for it.

Total mileage of cartable roads in Barpathar and Sarupathar
mauzas

Srijur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA asked :

' 542. Will Government be pleased to state (a) the total mileage of cartable

roads in Barpathar and Sarupathar Mauzas under the Development
Board ?

() How many miles of cartable road have been opened in these two
Mauzas by the Development Board since its creation to the end of March
1937 ?

(c) What is the annual amount spent on roads for the last three years
in those two mauzas ?

(d) What is the annual amount spent on bridges for the last three
years in those two mauzas ?
543. Will Government be pleased to state _(a) th? amount spent on the
temporary bamboo bridge over the Dhansiri in Na_Q]an in 1936-37 ?
(b) What are the dimensions of the said bridge ? ;
(¢) Whether there is a similar bridge made there by a private person
at a cost of only Rs.15 ?

544. Will Government be pleased to state (a) whether there is any cartable
road in Bokaj

an area of the Sarupathar mauza opened by the Development
Board ?

() What is the length of the cartable road in Naojan area of the
Sarupathar mauza ?

. 945. Will Government be pleased to state whether they have issued
instructions to the people of Sarupathar and Barpathar mauzas asking them
to pay tax on carts within the month of June 1937 ?

THE Hon’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :
542 (a)—Fifty-nine miles.

(b)— Five miles.

(¢)—Figures are given below :—

Year Rs.

934-35 5,297
1935-36 5,109
1936-37 | o

4,916
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The above sum also includes the expenditure incurred on bridges as shown

in reply (d).

Year ~ Rs.
(d)—1934-35 1,648
1935-36 1,432
1936-37 1,305

Srijur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: Tsit a fact that this figure
of fifty-nine miles shown is included in the Public ‘WOI']\'S Department
road leading from Golaghat to Barpathar or is ita ﬁlg’erent road made
by the Dcvclﬂpmeut Board or the Forest Department ! ’

The Hon’ere Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I am
not aware of that, I require notice of that question.

Tue Hon’BLE Skjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

543. (a)—The amount spent on a Civil Works bridge with wooden posts
and bca(rn)s, etc., on the leansiri river in Naojan in .1936-37 was Rs. 179.
(6)—Length 179 feet, breadth 6 feet and height about 12 feet.
(¢)—No. A smaller bridge of temporary nature was constructed by
the agent of the lessee in a sub-ghat for his own convenience at a much
higher cost. S or
544. (a) and (b)—There are about 25 miles of cartable road mI Bolf-]an
and Naojan area under the Development Board. But no definite engf‘f of
the roads in each area can be given without proper specification of the
boundaries of each area.

Sryur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: Is Government ?war;r thzﬁ
thereis no cartable road in the villages and that carts ply throug
fields ? s
Tue Hon’sBLe Srjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUD_HURhI .arga hg:e
already answered that no definite length of the ro?ids_m cglfc T area1.'1

¢ given without proper specification of the bou;l I?mejv L R

SrRyur RAJENDRA NATH BARIUA: hgay no
are sufficient roads for the villagers to ply carts : s

THE HoN’BLE SRIjUT RgOHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: The
length of the roads is already given.

Srjur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA:
Pl}llblic ~Works Department road lcadmgp from
which is in existence from very long time : T b

. Tue Hown’sie Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI
this xé;ad is used by the villagers. P
RIJUT : : : .
take it ﬁ{Om ﬁl‘:-]]tzhl\ar?%l‘?s Il_gf?(;r}li nBot used by villagers 1n oﬁrdc{ff tsili];m;xrfy
the levy of a cart tax ? This road is not for the bcnfjlg.l' 1 caﬁn st.:

Tre HowsLe Sryur ROHINT KUMAR CHAUDH s B ol tlcl)e
accept the hon. member’s suggestion that this road does no
villagers at all.

Is not this road the main
; Golaghat to Barpathar,

will the Hon’ble Minister

Tue How’sLe Srijutr ROHINI KUMAR GHAUDHURI  replied :

_ 545.—Notices were issued to pay the first-half of the tax on or before 30th
August 1937,

Srjur  RATENDRA NATH BARUA: May we know W‘hEther‘
Government is aware that these village roads are not for the benefit of
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between His Excellen

1308

the villagers and whether Government proposes to postpone the cart

tax on these roads ?
Tue HON'BLE SRIJUT ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: If the

hon. member wants to.make out a case for the agriculturists for exem
tion of tax then this matter may be taken into consideration E'
Government but no such rule of exemption can be issued so far a?;

the villagers are€ concerned.
SRIjUT RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: My question is only for the

benefit of the agriculturists and I want to know whether Government

will consider that.
KHAN BAHADUR MAULAVI KERAMAT ALI: In view of the fact that

the villagers have no I Jads to go to the trunk road, i.c., there is no feeder

road between the villages and the trunk road, will the Hon’ble Ministe

consider that this tax should be abolished altogether ? D
Tie, How'ie Sryur RO KUMAR CHAUDHURI: If after

inquiry Government 18 satisie that no cart actually passes o th

then, of course, they (\:Z.n be exempted. Y P n the road,
Kuan BaHADUR MAULAVI KERAMAT ALI: Th

but there is no cartable road. ere may be cart
No reply.

Number of Cabinet meetings
SRIJUT MAHI CHANDRA BORA asked :

546. Will Government be pleased to state the number of meetings of
the Cabinet of Ministers held between 1st of April and 30th of June 19gs70:a
547. Did His Excellency the Governor of Assam attend any of tho :
meetings 7 se

548. If so, how many times ? :
549. Did His Exceliency preside over any of the meetings ? Ifso, how
E

many times ?
=50. Will Government be pleased to state whether His Excellency

attended the meetings 10 his discretion cr at the request f th
the Cabinet ? 1 of the Members of
Tes Howsie MauLavi Savip SR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :
546.—Eight formal meetings. There were also informal discussions

held by the Hon’ble Ministers.

547.—Yes.
548.—Eight times.

549.—Yes. Eight times. : : .
550.—In His Excellency’s discretion exercised under section 50(2) of

the Government of India Act, 1935.
MAULAVI MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALIL : Has there been any occasion
for His Excellency to differ with any policy evolved by the Council of

Ministers ?
Tue HonBLE MAULAVI SAIYID SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I
previous occasion that there was no difference

cy and the Cabinet.
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Urban Health Officer for Nowgong
Srijur MAHI CHANDRA BORA asked :

551. (a) Are Government aware that the town of Nowgong had been
without any Urban Health Officer from March to July last ?
(b) Are Government aware that epidemics generally break out
during this part of the year ? ! _
(¢) Will Government state whether the Director of Public Health,
Assam, received any communication from the Chairman of the Municipality
requesting Government to post a Health Officer during the absence of the
Permanent incumbent on leave ?
(d) If so, why was no Health Officer posted ? ;
(¢) Will Government be pleased to state who was entrusted with the
duties of the Health Officer during the period ?
(f) Are Government aware that there were several cases of deaths
from cholera and typhoid in the town of Nowgong during the period ?

Tue Hon'sie Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replicd :

551. (a)—Yes. From 10th March to 9th July. -

(b)—Yes : there was, however, no epidemic in the Nowgong town
during this period.

(¢)—Yes, on the 20th May 1937.

(d)—None was available. = : :

(¢)—None : but, of course, the Civil Surgeon lives in the town
and he would always be available. :

(f)— There was one death from cholerfx and two from typh(_nd.

Srjur ‘'MAHI CHANDRA BORA : With regard to (4) in the
answer it js written tnat there was, however, no epidemic in the

owgong town during this period, but may I know whethe;- the
epidemic takes place due to the want of any Urban Health Officer

TuE Hon’BLE REV. J- J. M. NIGHOLSI-ROY: This question does
not arise, Sir. The reply is already given there. X _

Sriur  MAHI CHANDRA ~BORA : My AuEEHoR et ‘(ghether
the epidemic breaks out due to the want of any Urban 6;1 2 flicer.

The How’sLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: I cannot hear what
the hon. member says. ] ; h

. .Srjur  PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Is it a lact that the
GWi! Surgeon of Nowgong reported the cases of cholera as cases
of diarrhoea ?

Toe How’sLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: That question

O€S not arise, Sir i !

SRyur  PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: It is not a different
question, Sir.

Sryur MAHI CHANDRA BORA : I did not get answer to my
question, Sir,

THE Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : Will the Hon’ble Minister please
answer the question of Srijut Mahi Chandra Bora ?

THE Hon’sLe REv. J- J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: The reply is
already given in the answer that there was, however, no epidemic in  the
Nowgong town during this period.

Sryur PURNA CHANDRA SARMAH: Isita fact thata case of
cholera was reported as the case of diarrhcea ?
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Tue Hon’BLE REV. Tl S NICHOLS-ROY: Si

S bt & i i ir, I have already
question, the other day that when any case is suspected te be

the Civil Surgeon gives his opinion but his opinion is

he f:xt:rcta have to be examined by the Pasteur Institute

of cholera or a €asc of diarrhcea. So the final declara-

s of the Pastcur Institute.

ANDRA SARMA: Is the Hon’ble Minister
by the CGivil Surgeon was

replie
a case of cholera,
Lot final because t
whether it is 2 case
tion rests with the Expert
SmIguUT PURNA CH
rendy 1O t2LE that the report given
Sallse ?Y =
e Fhon BLE Rev. ¥ 3o ML N[C‘F{OLS—RO :
PO Tf“m‘\mrf Will he please repeat his qucstim‘-{ > I could not follow the
Sxgur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Ts-  the "Hoibls Mini
repared t0 accept it from me that the statement madconbl;letfwmgter
1e Civil

s not correct ?
J.J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : T cannot say whether

I HE HON’ BLE ILE tJT .
Thc casc Ikas bCCIl repor ECd as a casc Of dlal
p

I should accept it or not.
rhoea, and I do not know whether it is a fact or
2 not. We have tod

epend

on expert examinalion.

SRIJUT PURNA CHANDRA AR A e T2 e T o ;
aware that there were some more cases of deaths in the to on’ble Minister
that particular period ? wn of Nowgong at

Tae HON'BLE Rev. J. J- M. NICHOLS-ROY: I B
At iSica i reply to question, No.551 ( /) is that there wa?Ot0 aware of
phoid. Beyond this we have no infornniaﬁgilh

from cholera and two from ty
SRIJUT PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Will the Hon’ble  Mini
inis-

ter be plcascd to state whether the Chairman of o i

regarding the negligence and indifference of the éli?ill\/ISL:}?CéPdh?ty_ reported

THE -HON’BLE EV. ] J- M. NICHOLS-ROY: I hag on !

report, Sir. ve not got that
BABU I_—IARENDRA NARAYAN CHAUDHURI: Is i :

keep 2 Civil Surgeon who cannot distinguish b&tWC(.:n sh it desirable to

+heea ? cholera and diar-

S pow Rev. ] SMENIGHOBS ROVERS - ittiat

tion of opinion and I cannot answer that just now. : Sir, thatis a ques-
SarsayAte CHANDICEBOR pER st answer to question

(d) it is written that nonc was available. May I know tk question No.551

of the Urban Health Officersin the province ? he total strength
Tue HON'BLE Rev. J. J- M. NICHOLS-ROY : I think

of ' the Urban Health officers in the province is 9. the number
SRIJUT PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Was' it ‘adverti ;

paper or in the g for the appointment of the Health Ofreftlsgd in the
Tae HON'BLE ev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: There icer :

for advertisement 11 the gazette for the appointment of th was no reason

as they were appomted long ago. i the Health Officer

1t from mMe

azette

Depu Commissioners’ offi :
puty ces in Surma Valley Districts

srijur MAHI CHANDRA BORA asked :

552, Will Government be pleased to
S 3 stat I
Deputy Clommissioners 1n the Surma Valley Disin‘ftl;ef;; thetdBaalar. the
; m, remain closed

on last Saturdays_of every month ?
55_3.‘ If so,‘wdl Government please state whether
Commissioners 11 other districts of Assam' remain clo til‘f" offices of Deputy
sed or not on such

days ?

4



1311

554. If not, why not ?
555. Does Government consider the desirability of extending the same

privilege throughout the province ?

1_'1(‘;-11; Hon’BLe Mavuravi Saryip S;ir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

552.—Yes, when the state of the work justifies it.

Sryjur KAMESWAR DAS: The reply to question No.552is “Yes,
when the state of the work justifies.”® Does the Hon’ble Minister mean to
say that no sufficient work is left for the last Saturday of every month ?

Tue Hon’BLe Mavuravi  Samvip Sir - MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
I could not follow the hon. member. Will he please repeat his question ?

Srijur KAMESWAR DAS: Does the Hon’ble Minister mean to
say that no sufficient work is left for the Jast Saturday of every month ?

Tue Hon’sre Mauvravi Sarvip S;ie MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Sir, the questionis ‘ Will Government be pleased to state whether the
offices of the Deputy Commissioners in the Surma WValley districts, Assam,
remain closed on last Saturdays of every month ?* The reply is ¢ Yes, when
the state of the work justifies it >. If there is no work for the last Saturday
then that Saturday is observed as holiday but if there are arrears then that
last Saturday is not observed as holiday.

Srijur MAHI CHANDRA BORA: Is it afact that the offices of the
Deputy Commissioners in the Surma Valley remain closed on last

Saturdays ?
Tue Hon’sLe Mauravi Sarvip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:

The reply is Yes, when the state of work justifies it *.

Tue Hon'BLE MAULAVI SAIYID S;IR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied &

553.—No. T ;
554.—The Sylhet and Cachar practice is a relic of the days when Assam

formed part of the province of Eastern Bengal and Assam. It never obtain-
ed in the Assam Valley. r : '
555.—Government do not consider this desirable, at present. '
Kian Bazapur MavLavi KERAMAT ALI: Is the Hon ble Chief
Minister aware that this rule used to be obssrved at Jorhat when Mr.

Walk Deputy Commissioner there ? .
< 'fL:aSI—Iova’)BLE MauvLavi Saryip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -
=L IS;E]UEMP%VEESIX{ tg?;ANDRA SARMA: Do Government consider

that holiday on last Saturday is necessary in Surma Vallev I :
Tur Hon’BLE Mauravi Sarvio Sk MUHAMMAD SAA_DU{;LA :
As I have already said, if there is no work then that last 52 turday is observ-

ed as holiday but if there is work then the office remains opcn.
Knan Bauapur Mauravi KERAMAT ALI: Are Government
aware that holiday on last Saturdays are necessary in the district of Assam

Valley also ?
2 TYHE Hon’sre Mavuravi Saryip S;ir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

There will be no difficulty to observe the same rule in Assam Valley Dis-
tricts provided there is no work on a particular Saturday.
Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Will Government issue

ircular to that effect ?
e faE How'sLe Mauravi Sarvip S MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

Sir, if the House wants that, then I may issue a circuiar to that effect.
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Length of the Dastidari cubit used in the Survey of Patta I

Mauravi ABDUL AZIZ asked : &

556. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Revenue Department be
pleascd to state if it is a fact that the length of the “Dastidari cubit’ which
was used in the Survey of Patta I was 23% inches and the length of the
“Nol”” was of 8: (eight) cubits ? If not, what ? =

Tae Hon’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied: |

556.—The question is not understood.

Staff of the Registration Department
Mavravi ABDUL AZIZ asked :

557. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Registration Department
be pleased to state (a) whether Government prc;posc to change the
designation of Registration Maharirs to clerks ? ’

b) Whether Government propose to revise their scale .

®) the officers of othcrpDcEpaLrtmems ? Siuscaciofispay like

(¢) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to place on the table the
copies of the representation, if any, received [rom them with
the orders on it ?

THE Hon’BLE Mauravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN replied :

557. (a)—No.
(b)—No.
(c)—None have been received.
Kuan Sanm Mauravi MUDABBIR TTUSSAIN A
May we know from the Hon’ble Minister why the chistgfg‘ ‘UR}?[{RI :
cannot be designated as clerks ? ton Mahaiirs

Tue Hon’srE Mauravi MD., ALI HAIDA - T i
the posts of clerks are pensionable, and they do al] II}m I@gﬁ’” : chcat‘lse
while the Maharirs do only the copying part of it. of the office,

Expenditure incurred for salary of Agricultural officers

Mavrana ABDUL HAMID KHAN asked :

558. Will Government be pleased to lay on the table the expeng;
incurred for (Z) the salary of agricultural officers (i) for seeds an.'lp fer:;tll;:i

of lands in the province ?

Tre Hon'sre Mauvravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN replied :

558. It is not clear what the hon. member means by “seeds and fertility
of lands”. He will find full details of the amount of expenditure proposed
under every sub-head of the agricultural budget at pages 141 to 151 of the
Detai ed Estimates for 1937-38. -
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‘Number of Muhammadan Students in different High Schools of
Assam Valley

MauLavi GHYASUDDIN AHMED asked :

559. Will Government be pleased to state separately—

(a) The number of Muhammadan boys in the Dhubri, Goalpara,
Gauhati, Nowgong and Jorhat High Schools ?

(b) The number of Anglo-Persian teacher in each school men-
tioned in (a) ?

560. Is it a fact that the number of Muhammadan boys reading in
Dhubri Government High School is greater than that of the Muhammadan
boys reading in Gauhati, Nowgong or in Jorhat High School ?

561. Is it a fact that several representations were made to Govern-
ment by the Dhubri Moslem public for an additional Anglo-Persian teacher
in the Dhubri Government High School ?

562. If the answers to questions 560 and 561 above are in the affirma-
tive do Government propose to make provision for an additional Anglo-
Persian teacher in the Dhubri Government High School at an early date ?

THE HoN’BLE SHAMS-UL-ULama MavurLana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied :

559. (a)—The following are the fizures :—

Dhubri Govert meat High School... 178
Coalpara 3 2 Ry 000 oo 70
Cotton Collegiate School, Gauhati ... 109
Nowgong Government High School ... 94
Jorhat 108

3 3 )
(6)—Each school mentioned in (a) above has one Anglo-Persian
teacher except the Government High School, Jorhat, which has two Anglo-
Persian teachers.

560.—Yes.

561.—Yes.

562.—Government will consider the matter. 1

Mauravi GHYASUDDIN AHMED: May I know when Govern-
ment will consider the matter ?

Tur Hon'BLE  Suams-uL-Urama Maurana ABU  NASR }\lﬂbj
WAHEED : The Budget has been passed now, and I hope 1t will be
considered shortly. 3

MauLavy GI}rIYASUDDIN AHMED: I could not follow the Hon’ble

Minister. .

: ’fim. Hon’sLe ThE SPEAKER : He said the matter would be considered
shortly. 3 5 %
Mauvravi JAHANUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister
please 1epeat his answer ?

THE HoNBLE SHAMs-UL-Urama Mavreana ABU NASR MD,

WAHEED : 1 said the matter would be considered shortly.

MauvLavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: May I know for how long
this state of things is continuing in the Dhubri High School ?
THE HoN’BLE SHAMs-UL-Urama Mauvoana ABU NASR MD,

WAHEED : I have no informati .n,

KuAN BAHADUR MaurLavi KERAMAT ALI: Isit a fact that in a
school where there ar: more than 100 Muhammadan students, there should
be two Anglo-Persian teachers ?
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Tue HoxN'BLE Sxams-ur-Urama Maurana ABU NASR MD.
HEED: Yes, Sir :
b Kuan BAHADUR Mauravi KERAMAT ALI: Why was this rule not
observed in the Cotton Collegiate School, Gauhati, and the Dhubri Govern-
ment High Schools ?

Tue HoN'BLE  Smams-ur-Urama Mavrana ABU  NASR  MD.
WAHEED : The matter did not come up before.

Mauvrana ABDUL HAMID KHAN: Sir, 9% #743: 73 3132 &FA[707

430 213% B3 9FIA AR [4FF AN §F @ AeAA I3 239N
RS 1 f7gq w@ls @fga o ?

Tue Hon’sre Suams-ur-Uvama Maurana ABU NiAS}Il{ MD.
WAHEED : I want notice of that question. I am not aware of that.

Mavrana ABDUL HAMID KHAN: gagq atd 31 (I 78 (%0q
3 TR %A sl 2308 A, G @aliF (4% 1 417 2ArsiF 93
o1z et cars g4 &3 A7 Education fAd1can ¢7 faxg g1 =ty o 2

Tue How’prg Suaus-UL-ULAMA Mavrana  ABU NASR MD.
WAHEED . Does that qucstion arise, Sir ?

MaurLana ABDUL HAMID KHAN: <383 313 IPANS 3@ <ty
LA

o1 STt

Tue Hon'sie toe SPEAKER: Sf 37037 (7 wdltd @f @3 =y
fg?

Mauraxa-ABDUL-HAMID KHAN: i@ w3 @fi%fe (qoq)

z2aten 5% <107 wizl 4398 23 7131 AT Education [&fE{7 @ates
AT 2 I Atweaa 72

THE Hon’BLE SHAMS-UL-ULAMA MAULANA ABU NASR MD.

WAHEED: T said the matter would be considered, and hoped that it
would be put into practice.

Development of Communications in the Province
MaAuravi GHYASUDDIN AHMED asked :

563. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) What were the amounts that were allotted in the different
districts for the develop

ments of communications in the year
1935-36, 1936-37 and 1937-38 from the contri

butions by
( the Central Government to this Province and
b)

Ofthe sum so allotted to Goalpara district how much was
__ allotted to the Sadr Subdivision, i.e., Dhubri Subdivision ?
564. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) The mileage of pucca roads in the different subdivisions in
the different districts of the Pr

ovince under the Public
Works Department ?
() The mileage of gravelled roads in the different subdivisions
in the different districts of the Province under the Publig
Works Department ?
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565. (a) Is it a fact that businessmen and the touring officers
complain of being put to great hardship for want of good communications
in the Dhubri Subdivision, and if so,

(6) Do Government propose to make sufficient provisions
for ascheme for the development of communications in the Dhubri
Subdivision ?

Tue How’sLE Mauravi Sarvip Sl MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

563. (a)—A statement is laid on the table.

Statement showing the analysis of allotment in the) different districts of Assam for
the develapment of communications from the contributions by the Central
Government lo the Provinces

Allotment during the years—
District
1935-36 1936-37 1937-38

(allotment only)

1 2 3 4

Rs. Rs. Rs.
Lakhimpur ... 3,91,593 1,97,685 43,956
Sibsagar 3,26,142 2,81,206 81,911
Nowgong ... 41,600 2,80,773 1,52,400
Darrang 1,10,690 1,07,834 2,82,033
Goalpara ... 30,527 1,45,373 1,29,000
Kamrup 16,363 2,26,839 75,100
Sylhet 3,680,522 4,58,971 3,41,400

Cachar 61,000 15,854
Total 13,61,437 17,14,585 11,05,800

(b)—Nil.

Kumar AJIT NARAYAN DEV: Do Government consider it neces-
sary to allot any sum for Dhubri subdivision ?

. TuE Hown’BLe Mauravi Sarvip Sl MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Sir, I have not got any figures for Dhubri subdivision because only the district
figures were wanted.

MAUI:AVI GHYASUDDIN AHMED : May I know why was Goalpara
?egg:%ted in the matter of allotment of money from the Central Government
und ?

THE HoN’BLE MAULAVI Saryip Sire MUHAMMAD  SAADULLA -
I do not know why this was done in previous years, but in the present
proposal Goalpara has got a very big share.

l'Tcll{E Hon’sLE Mauravi Savip Sm MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

56%. (a) and (b)—A statement is laid on the table,
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Stalemant showing the mileazz - f pusca roads and gravelled roads in the different

subdivisions in the plains districts of the Province including the Khasi and Faintia
Hills District

Mileage of Mileayge of
Names of Civil Subdivisions pucca gravelled Names of districts
roads roads
1 2 3 4
North Sylhet 4135 23-50
Maulvibazar 584 34:46
Habiganj 457 2:00 | »Sylhet District.
Sunamganj o Nil Nil | |
Karimganj i 3:32 35-71 J
Tezpur 16-17 103 g
Nlar}:galdai 11-77 gigg Darrang District.
Dhubri 1-45 10-44. o
Goalpara 12-28 53-84 Goalpara District.
Gauhati 50-34 59+59 o
Barpeta Nil 11 78(a) Kamrup District.
Nowgong 19-34 13136 | Nowgong District.
Dibrugarh 5892 89-98 |\ Lakhimpur
North Lakhimpur 10-81 ; 69-73 } Disurict.
Jorhat 17-52 | 48-47
Sibsagar 733 76:33 \LSibsagar District,
Golaghat S 6:07 117-87(b)
Silchar 38:87 561 : e
Hailakandi ... 1917 15-86 | [ Cachar District.
Shillong 151-93 6:50 |\ Khasi and Jaintia
Jowai 2:12 Hills District.

(a) Tncludes 135 miles of creteways.

(b) This length includes 8,778 r.ft. of gravelled surface treated with various bitumen
compound as experimental purpose.

565. (a)—Possibly. Government have
complaints to this effect.

(b)—The needs of the district are being considered in the
programme of road improvement now being considered by the Board of
Communications.

Kumar AJIT NARAYAN DEV: Are Government aware that the

North Trunk Road running from Haltugaon to Kachugaon is impassable
during the greater part of the year ? X

Tue HoN’BLE MAULAVI Satyip S,k MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Yes,

Sir, and therefore Government propose to take up that North Trunk Road
for improvement in the near future.

Kumar AJIT NARAYAN DEV: Are Government aware that the
roads under the management of the Forest Deparunent — are always
maintained very badly ?

not received any specific

e
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Tue Hon’BLE MAuLAvI SAvID Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA - Sir
the roads under the management of the Forest Department do not come
under this question at all, but I am not prepared to accept the statement
that they are always kept badly.

Urban Health Officer of Nowgong
Srijur HALADHAR BHUYAN asked :

566. Are Government aware that there is no urban Health Officer in
the town of Nowgong for the last three or four months ?

567. Isit a fact that there have been several cases of typhoid and
cholera in the town of Nowgong during this month, and that some of them
have ended fatally ?

568. Do Government propose to consider the desirability of posting an
efficient Health Officer in the town at an carly date ?

569.(a) Are Government aware that sweetmeats and other eatables are
sold uncovered in the fish markets in many towns of Assam ?

(b) If so, does Government propose to take immediate action in the
matter ?

Tue Hon’sLE REv. J. J. M NICHOLS-ROY replied :
560.—Yes. The Health Officer was on leave from 10th March to 9tk

uly. -
July Sryjut MAHI CHANDRA BORA:  May I know whether any medica]
officer used to take any preventive measures during the absencz of the urban

Health Officer ?

Tue How’sLE REV. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: The Civil Surgeon
is supposed to take charge of the health ot the town at the time when there
is no regular Health Oflicer.

Srijur  MAHI CHANDRA BORA: There is no question of supposi-
tion. I want to know definit-ly whether any medical officer took any

-eventive measure ? .
Sk Tue HonNBLE Rev. . J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: The Civil Surgeon
is there. He must have taken charge of the work.

Bapu HARENDRA NARAYAN CHAUDHURI: Is he not the
Civil Surgeon who cannot distinguish between diarrhoea and cholera ?
Laughter. No reply. e :
[ gRI_]UT HALAID}H]AR BHUYAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister take it
from me that the Civil Surgeon did not take any action.

Tne How’sie Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : I do not know

that.
SrRjur HALADHAR BHUYAN : Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that

the Civil Surgeon did not touch any patient, and he is not likely to touch
any patient in the near future also ?

Tue Hon’sre Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: How can he examine
cases without touching patients ? He may not touch a few patients byt
I am not aware that he does not touch any patient at all.

Sryur HALADHAR BHUYAN : Wil the Hon’ble Minister take. it
from me that he does not touch any patient ?

Kuan BaHADUR Mauravi KERAMAT ALI: Is it because he is not
paid any fees ? [ Laughter]

[No reply.]
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. Tue Hon’sLe THE SPEAKER: The hon. member is assuming some-
thing.

Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: May I know the name of the Civil
Surgeon ?

Tue Hox’sLe THE SPEAKER : No name is necessary.

Sryjur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Is the Hon’ble Minister aware
that this Civil Surgeon does not accept any call when it does not come in
auspicious time according to the calendar ? :

Tue Hon’ere Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: I do not think I

can answer that. I do not know.

Tue Hon'sie Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

567.— There was onc death from cholera and two from typhoid.

568.— The Health Officer has returned from leave and resumed his
duties. : !
569.(a)—Government have no precise information on the point but

accept the hon. member’s statement. g .
(b)—TIt is for the Municipalities concerned to take action by making

and enforcing suitable byclaws.

Srijur HALADHAR BHUYAN : Did the Director or the Assistant
Director of Public Health ever visit the municipal markets of Nowgong ?

Tue FlowsLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: I think the Director
of Public Hea'th visited Nowgong District just a few months back, at the
time when there was the suspected cholera epidemic.

Sryjur HALADHUR BHUYAN: Does the Hon’ble Minister know
tliat eatables, etc., were sold uncovered in the fish markets ?

Tue Hon'sLE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: I have not got any
report in regard to_this. j

Srijur HALADHAR BHUYAN: Isit not their duty to look to all

these things ?
Tae HowsLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Well, it is a question
of duty. It is their duty to look to these things ?

Mavravi MUBAMMAD AMJAD ALI: If they do not, will

Government issue instructions to do so ?
Tue Hon’sre Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : The instructions are

already there. It is the duty of every Health Officer to see that the health

of the town is kept.
Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Is it not the duty of the Civil

Surgeon to visit the market on market days ?

Tue Hon'sre Rev. J.J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: No, Sir.

Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Not even during the absence
of the Health Officer ? LN

Tue Hon’sLE REV. J. J. . NICHOLS-ROY: If cessary. duri
the absence of the Health Officer, if notice is given to him I?ec msay yc,io l;gl_ng

Sylhet-Govindganj-Sunamganj Road and Govindganj-Chhatak
Feeder

Basu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked :

57?. (@) WEII‘ the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Public Works Depart-
énfiﬁt p éasz_: state if any proposal had been made for departmentalising the
ylhet- ovmdgaq]-SunamganJ Road and Govindganj-Chhatak Feeder ?

(b) It'so, what 1 3 i i
at steps, if any, Govern: n response
to the'aropciale? ) 125, Ys ern:ment nas taken 1 P
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5 (¢) Isita fact that Governmept has objected to the inclusion
of this road mainly on the ground of engineering difficulty ?

; (d) Isita fact that it was contended by the Superintending
Engineers and the Chief Engineers at meetings of Road Board and on the
floor of this House that the road runs through low-lying country technically
i{ertoc\fn; as the “ Western Ocean *’ and that at present mostly below the flood

(¢) Is Government aware that the several members of the
Road Board and members of the Assam Legislative Council challenged the
statement in the Road Board as well as on the floor of this House ani cited
the assurance of the Chairman of the Sunamganj Local Board that the road
from Sylhet to Pagla is above flood level and that a length of thirteen miles
from Pagla to Sunamganj goes under water in some places ?

(f) Will Government be pleased to state whether it is the accepted
policy of Government to have improved roads connecting subdivisions
with the District town ? -

(g) Is it a fact that during the rains steamers ply up to Sylhet, it
takes ten to twelve hours to reach Sunamganj from Sylhet and that during
the dry scason only occasionally buses run on the road which is at places
dangerous to public safety ?

(h) Is it a fact that owing to improvised bamboo bridges buses
take five to six hours to cover the distance of 42 miles from Sylhet to
Sunamganj ?

(z) Isit a fact that a bus and a motor launch mail service is
licensed to carry a very small number of passengers ?

(7) Is it in the contemplation of Government to improve
communication between Sylhet and Sunamganj ? If so, will Government
state what steps it proposes to adopt in the light of the statements of
the former members of the Council supported by the Chairman, Local
Board, Sunamganj, that the road except the portion between P_agla and
Sunamganj is above ﬂood_ievcl and the department may immediately take
up the question of improving the road by the next dry season 5

Tue HonN’BLE MauLavi Sarvip Six MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

570. (a) and (5))—The Sylhet-Sunamganj road has heen included in
the proposed scheme for road improvements in Assam. These proposals are
at present under the consideration of the Board of Communications.

(¢)—Does not arise.
(d)—Does not arise.
(¢)—Does not arise. e
)—Yes. Insofar asthe funds at Government’s disposal make

this ideal possible. :
(g)—The hon. member is referred to the Steamer Companies’

Time Table. Government have no information regarding the motor
services on this Local Board road.

(h)—The hon. member is referred to the answer given to (g).

(i) —Yes.

)—The hon. member is referred to the answers given undegp
570 (a) and (b)

Basu KARUN.A SI.N.D.HU ROY : Did the Hon’ble Minister enquire
into this from the Subdivisional Officer ?
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Tae Hon’BLE MauLavi Saryip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: No,
Sir, we did not enquire from the Subdivisional Officer.

Basu HARENDRA NARAYAN CHAUDHURI: Did Govern-
ment call for any information ?

Tae Hon’BLE MAULAVI SArviD SiIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: 1
took the statement of the hon. member as correct and therefore I did not
call for any information.

Basy HARENDRA NARAYAN CHAUDHURI: (g) The reply is
that Government has no information. If they had no information why
did they not call for it when the questions were sent ?

Tre Hon’BLE MAULAVI SATYID SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Be-
cause I am prepared to take the statement of the hon. member as cor-
rect.

Development Officer, Golaghat
Srijur SANKAR CHANDRA BARUA asked

571. Will Government be pleased to state —
(@) The number of days spent on tour by the Development
Officer, Golaghat, in 2 month for the year 1936-37 ?
(b) The distance from the headquarters (Golaghat Town) of the
- Development Officer to Barpathar and Sarupathar ?
(¢) The amount of travelling allowance drawn by the Develop-
ment Officer in a year for the last three years ?
(d) Whether there was a quarter for the Development Officer
at Barpathar ? If so, what happened to it ? :
572. Do Government propose to provide a Government building or
quarters to the Development Officer at Barpathar or Sarupathar ?

Tue Howsre Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

571.(a)—Fiftecen days in a month on the average.

(b)—The distance from Golaghat town is 20 and 29 miles res-
pectively by road. It is pointed out, however, that the headquarters
of the Development Officer is at Golaghat from May to September and
at Barpathar from October to April.

(¢)—As the Development Officer draws Rs. 50 as fixed monthly
travelling allowance, the total comes to Rs. 600 a year.

(d)—Yes, but it was burnt.
572 —The matter is under the consideration of the Commissioner.

Forest contracts given by Bijni and Mechpara Court of Wards
Estates =

Maurav: JAHANUDDIN AHMED asked :
573. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) How many forest contracts had been given by the Court

of Wards Estates of Bijni and Mechpara in the district of
Goalpara separately in the year 1936-37 ?

(b) How many of .th'eS(;z contracts had been given_to the con-
tractors of this district and how many to outsiders ?
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5%4. Will Government be pleased to state—

The total number of forest officers in the Bijni and Mech-
para Wards Estates separately for each Estate with the
names of the persons and the posts they hold and also with
their home districts ?

Tue Hon’sLeE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

573. (¢)—The number was as follows—
Bijni—33 Coupes.
Mechpara—191 Contracts.
{b)—In Bijni 26 Coupes were taken by the Contractors of the
district and 7 by outsiders. The corresponding figures for Mechpara
were 189 and 2 respectively.

Mauravi JAHANUDDIN AHMED : May I know the names and home
districts of these contractors ?

Tue Hon’sLE SrRjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I have not
got the information now but I can supply the hon. member with it after-
wards, if necessary. Ve

Mavravi JAHANUDDIN AHMED : Ts it a fact that Himat Sing firm
was given some contract ?

Tue Hon’BLE Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : Yes,
Sir.

Mauravi JAHANUDDIN AHMED: Is he a man of the same district
as that of the chief forest officer of Bijni Raj Ward’s Estate ?

Tue Hon’sLE Srjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I am not
aware of it. :

Mauravi JAHANUDDIN AHMED : Are these men natives of the

rovince ?
B Tue Hon’sLE SRIJUT ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: The}f are
inhabitants of the province inasmuch as they stay here to carry on business.
Otherwise they are natives of the Province.

Mauvravi JAHANUDDIN AHMED: Is it the policy of Government
to give contracts to outsiders. )

Tue Hon'sLE Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: No, Sir.

Mauravi JAHANUDDIN AHMED : Then, Sir, may 1 know why con-
tracts have been given to outsiders ? AL

InTT HURI:
True Hon'sLE SruT ROHINI KUMAR CHAU{:II)1 e b

of the province, and
give contracts to

recently issued instructions that contracts should be giv
the Estate in the first instance, secondly to inhabitants
3 }rllo men of the first two categories are available to
othe s .
Mauravi JAHANUDDIN AHMED: It does not appear that the in-
structions of Government are followed by the Chief Forest Officers of
the Estate.

Tue How’sLE SRUT ROHINT KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I shall
sec that they are [ollowed.

Kuvar AJIT NARAYAN DEV: I think the Manager passes
orders. Will the Hon’ble Minister give instructions that outsiders are not
recommended for these centracts 7

THe HoN'BLE SI.UJUT ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I have
already said that outsicess will, not e given any contracts provided suitable
local men are available.

Mauravi JAHANUDDIN AHMED : Are tenders invited ?
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Tre Hox’erE Srjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : I cannot
give precise information, but I think that tenders are called for.

Tae How’pLe Srjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :
574,—The statement below gives the information required—

Name of Estate Description of posts Number of Name of the district to
officers which he belongs
Bijni Raj Wards’ Chief Forest Officer 1 Jullunder, Punjab.
Estate.

ty Ranger 1 Dacca, Bengal.
?gfcléty(]lerk ; : 1 Ditto  ditto.
Forest Moherer ... 1 Goalpara.
Foresters 6 1 Dacca, Bengal.
3 Goalpara.
2 Sylhet.

Forest Guards ... 23 = 22 Goalpara.
1 Chapra, Bihar.
Mechpara Wards’® Forest Sub-Manager 1 Kamrup.
Estate.. ¢
Deputy Ranger 2 1 Sibsagar,
1 Goalpara.
Foresters G0 2 Goalpara.
Forest Cie'k 1 Goalpara.

The names of the employces under the existing practice of Govern-
ment cannot be disclosed.

Mauvrav: JAHANUDDIN AHMED: T find that out of 10 higher
posts only 3 Foresters and 1 Forest Moherer come from the Goalpara dist.
rict. May I know why the pcople of Goalpara are not given posts in their
own district ?

Tue Hon’Bre Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : I do

not sce that they have been ncgle ted. Goalpara will not be neglected in
future also.

Mauravi JAHANUDDIN AHMED : T understand that the forest sub-
manager is a retired person. Is he strong enough for this hard-working
job of the Forest Range ?

Tue Hon’Bre Srgur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: My in.
formation is that he is quite strong enough to carry on his duties.

Mavravi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI :
from Government ?

Tae Hon’sre Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I think
he is getting pension.

Mavravi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI :
been employed again ?

Tue Hon’BLE Sryjur ROHINI KU ]
isno bar to a pensioner bei MAR CHAUDHURI : There

i ng employed if he is able to carry on his duties
Mavravi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI:

outdoor duties ?
THE HoN’BLE SRIjUT ROHIN JMA] :
not necessarily follow tjh SRR T

; at every man who is : member is
not ﬁt to Carry on his duties ‘J)! & 15 OldCI‘ “]ﬂd the hOll.

Is he not enjoying a pensigp

How is it then that he hag

Is he not too old to perform

.

5
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MauvLavi MUHAMMAD - AMJAD ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister

take it from me that it is only a case of favouritism because th: Manager
comes from Barpeta, like the Manager himself ?

THE HoN’BLE THE SPEAKER :  This is not a proper question.

Mauravi JAHANUDDIN AHMED: Is ita fact that Government
is nog pursuing the policy of giving employment to the younger genera-
tion
Tne HoN’sLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Govern-
ment is quite prepared to give employment to the younger generation but at
the same time they are not prepared to throw out the older men already in
employ.

MauLavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED: Is it not a fact that he is already
drawing some allowance as pension from Government ?  If so, why was
not the case of unemployed young men considered ?

Tue How’sLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: At the

time of appointment all that was considered and this man was appointed
because he was found to be specially suited for the post.

Area of lands avaﬂab!e for settlement in Assam Valley Districts

Mauravi MUHAMMAD AMIRUDDIN asked :

575. Will Government be pleased to state the area of lands available
for settlement within the plains portions of the Assam Valley Districts ?

Tue Hon’sLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

575.—From the statistics published by the Agricultural Department the
area of ‘‘culturable waste land other than fallow” in the six districts of the
Assam Valley is as follows ;:—

Acres.

Goalpara 932,157
Kamrup 418,050
Darrang 718,890
Nowgong 1,438,790
Sibsagar 1,482,573
Lakhimpur ... 1,486,599
Total 6,477,059

These figures, however, do not exclude bhils and include the 'unc:ulnvated
and unreserved portions of the Mikir Hills. They are obtained only by
deducting the area of cultivated lands, grazing reserves and reserved forests
from the total area of the districts and therefore are only approximate. No
more exact figures are available, as most of the unsettled areas are

unsurveyed though technically available for settlement, a large proportion of
these areas are not fit for profitable cultivation,

Mauravi MUNAWWAR ALTJ :
he has supplied such a lengthy expl
red ?

Tue Hon’sLe Srjur ROHINT KUMAR CHAUDHURI :
every hon. member of this House may understand it c] early,

Will the Hon’ble Minister state why
anatory statement which was not requi-

So that
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Mavravi MUHAMMAD AMIRUDDIN: The ar I inst
Nowgong district is down there. Will the Hon’ble Milfi:t(3§ ;?N(’:Illl:frgg::rlfé
pleased to state when this area of waste lands will be thrown out for

settlement.

Tae How'Bii Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDH :
in a position to say that, Sir. Besides, I do not know wtlitﬁlllcx zIﬂ?n:hnOt
lands are fit for settlement or that they will be required for settlem <
The figures here arc only roughly given. Most of these lands are notcnf“;-t
for profitable cultivation and so far as Nowgong is concerned the Deput
Commissioner reports that only 50,000 acres will be fit for pr()ﬁll.':;l])]i,

cultivation.
Mavravi MUHAMMAD AMIRUDDIN: Is the Hon’ble Minister

aware that there are as yet 40,000 landless immigrants i
from door to door ? o roaminggatou
True Hox'sre Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Iam not
preparcd to say, that that statement is wrong.
hMAULAVI M}JHA{MMAD AMIRUDDIN: Will he be pleased to
gather a statistica information and verif; hat 2 ai
number of landless immigrants ? et ghaveeaid - astio the
Tue Hoxere Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHA { .
already said that I am not prepared to challenge thuttigfiaﬂfnlt. Illmvc
be so. ; SRR LY.
Mz. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Can | i : :
as regards the area of land fit for settlement ? S T T
Tre Hon’sLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: The repl
is already given. i Py
Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Am1I to dersta W
area includes the land whicggﬁt for cultivation ? understand;thaty dhis
Tue Hox'orLt SryyuT R INI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :
Me FAKHRUDDIN ALT AHM:D:  What Iam asking h?r’rfst'o st
is the area which is fit for g;-lllemcm ? ate
Tae HonsLe Srgur ROHINT KUMAR CHAU 2T -
say that. There are some lands which may be fit fOL%I;IOL\L%quI ri cannot
It may not be fit for pro%{a?\lc i’:u[tivation. g grass only.
Mr FAKHRUDDII LI AHMED: Will th ) .
pleasc state whether the land mentioned here is fit for se(:tlfl:_}x?:nlt)li?mll:ﬁmsé:?r
and such other land which is absolutely unfit ? Sl
Tue Hox'see Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: So far
Nowgong is concerned I have already stated that about 50,000 acres ai‘
land is fit for cultivation. ! o
MR. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: What about other districts ?
Ters Howsie Seyur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I hav
information. SEAD! AMIRUD e
MavrLavi MUHAMMAD DIN: Are these immi
treatgrd as the subjects of the provincial legislature ? St S
ue Howsee Sryjur ROHINI KUMAR CHA :
not follow the question. UDHURI: I could
Mavravi MUHAMMAD AMIRUDDIN: Ar immj
: : : these immigrant
treated like oth ' ' - Eran s now
al;i: ! ike other subjects of His Majesty Vand as the Assamese people
) Tre Hox’sLe Srjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: It does not
arise.
_ Mauravr MUNAWWAR ALI: Are we to take it that the Hon’ble
Minister is not prepared to take as correct his own departmental figures ?
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THe Hon’BLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: These
fizures are not quite correct, Sir. .

Sryur MAHI CHANDRA BORA: May I take it that _a vast
number of these areas are not fit for cultivation because they are below
the flood level of the Brahmaputra river or else too high ?

TrE Hon’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :
50, Sir.

Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAH: Isita fact that over a lakh of bighas
of land thrown out for settlement to the immigrants are not yet used
till now ?

Tue Hon’sLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : The entire
area which is under the colonisation scheme has not been occupied yet.

Srjur DEBESWAR SARMAH: Is it a fact that thearea not yet
occupied is about 120,000 bighas ?

Tue How’sre Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI:
not aware of the exact figures.

Sryur DEBESWAR SARMAH: Is he prepared to admit it ?

Tue Hon’Bre Srpyur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I said
that I am not aware of the exact figures. ¢

It may be

I am

Alignment in the proposed Dudpur Ganirgram Village Path
Mauvravi NAMWAR ALI BARBHUIYA asked :

576. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge please state—
(1) If Government have any information about Miscellaneous Case
No.18 of 1936-37 in the Court of the Collector, Cachar,
regarding the alignment made by the Sub-Deputy Collector,

Katigora, in respect of the proposed Dudpur Ganirgram
Village Path ?

(2) Ifitis a fact that a Sarpanch and a member of a Panchayet
have been dismissed at the instance of the Sub-Deputy
Collector concerned in connection with the above align-
ment ?

(3) If Government are aware that certain allegations of partiality
and undue influence were made against the said Sub-Deputy
Collector in the petitions dated the 10th March and 20th
March 1937, filed by Arjad Ali Majumdar and Ambar Ali
Mazumdar ? '

(4) If so, what enquiries were made and what is the result of such
enquiries ?

(5) If the Collector of Cachar instituted any enquiry himself as
prayed for or if he deputed any independent officer for con-
ducting enquiries on his behalf or if the Sub-DCputy Collec-
tor concerned was relied upon ?

(6) Ifitis a fact that the alignment cuts diagonally across the fields
of one Ambar Ali Mazumdar and the only piece of land
available for the home-stead of Arjad Ali Majumdar, the

i dismissed Sarpanch ? :

(7) Whether Government consider that this is
possible in this case ?
(8) If the answer is in the affirmative, what are the reasons ?

(9) If Government propose to issue orders for another alignmeng
on impartial lines without further delay ?

the only alignment
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Tue How’sLE Srjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

576. (1) to (9)—On the representation of the Deputy Commissioner,
Cachar, who had heard the parties and discussed the question with the Sub-
Deputy Collector of Katigora, the land acquisition proceedings in connection
with the proposed Dudpur Ganirgram village path have been dropped.
The alignment was considered by him to be unsuitable. In the circum-
stances Government do not consider it necessary to institute further
enquiries,

Mavravi NAMWAR ALI BARBHUIYA: Are Government
aware that every year thousands of landless people apply for settlement of
land within Reserved forest areas to the Deputy Commissioner, Cachar,

and the Divisional Forest Officer ? .
Tue Hon’sLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: No, Sir.

Disforestation of reserved forests for cultivation purposes in Cachar
district

MaurLavi NAMWAR ALI BARBHUIYA asked :

577. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge please state—
If Government are aware that want of cultivable land is bein
(a) keenly felt in the district of Cachar with the increase ogf
population ?
(b) If Government are awarc that a large number of people
\ are migrating to different parts of the Province in search of
land for cultivation ?
{¢) Ifso, what steps Government propose to take to meet thig
: situation ?
(d) If land may be made ?.vqi]able from the forest Department for
the people of the district for purposes of cultivation ?
“Tue HON’BLE SRI;.]UT ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :
577. (a)—Government have no information on the subject.
b)—Government are aware that some people from the districts of
Cachar and Sylhet have taken up land in the dl’s’tnct of Nowgong for culti-
vation in an area known as ¢ The Sylhcti Block ** but are not aware of i
igration from Cachar. : :
other mig (¢)—Government do not consider that any particular steps are

\ for. . .
called (d)_._Goch‘nant cannot contemplate disforestation of reserved

forests until they are quite satisfied that all available land in the Province

e, , :
has .lﬁa;i taA E%KTPKUMAR CHANDA :  What is the basis for this ansye,

. sab 9
Sir: Government have no information :
ir Tre Hon’sLe Srgur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Goyerp.-

ment have received no such complaints, Sir. , .

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : Did the Hon’ble Minister consale
the Deputy Commissioner on the matter ?

Tre Hon’eLE THE SPEAKER :  When ? :

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CIHANDA: After the question was received,
Sir ?

Tur Hon’sre Srjur ROHINT KUMAR CHAUDHURI: T cannot
say now. So far Government have received no compiaint on this,
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MauLavi NAMWAR ALI BARBHUIYA : My question has not been
answered, Sir. Are Government aware that every year that thousands
of landless people of Cachar apply to the Deputy Commissioner, Cachar
and the Divisional Forest Officer for settlement of lands in Kalar Haor
and Jameera forest reserves ?

TuE HoN’sLe Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I have
already said that I am not aware of it.

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA: Did not Government receive
the proceedings of successive meetings of the Cachar Labourers and Peasants

ssociation in this matter ? -

THE Hon’sLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I have
alrea_dy said that Government have received no representation from any
aggrieved person so far as my recollection goes.

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA: Are we to understand that the
resolutions of these public meetings have reached their usual destination,
the waste paper basket ?

THE Hon’BLE SrijuT ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: That is an
ironical and insinuating question, Sir. ;

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA: Those proceedings must have
reached the Government ?

Tue Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : What happened to those resolutions—
this is what he wants to know.

TuE Hon’BLE Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURT: If the hon.
member puts the question in the proper form, I may answer it.

TeE Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER: I have corrected the fo_rm of the
question. What has been done with regard to those resolutions which
were passed in various public meetings ?

'Il‘)ma HonN’BLE SRIJII)JT ROHINI %{UMAR CHAUDHURI: I do not
remember to have come across any. ’

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : Are you prepared to enquire >

Tae Hon’sie Srjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: T do not
answer direct questions on the floor of the House, Sir. :

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA: Thank you. Is the Hon’ble
Minister prepared to enquire ?

Tue How'ere Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: YCST’ Sir.
Provision of money for Rural Re-construction

Sriyjur HALADHAR BHUYAN asked -

578. Will Government be pleased to begin the work of Rural éle«-cc?ns-
truction by starting a model village with all facilities for sanitation, education,
Co-operative, communication and medical relicf, etc., in each mauza of
every district of Assam ? 3

579. Will Government be pleased to state how much money for rural
Upliftment has been received from the Government of India and how much
the Local Government propose to spare ?

580. Will Government be pleased to consider the desirability of
spending all the available money from the said fund on the Model Villages
rather than spending money here and there for water supply and communj.
cation, etc., which should be exclusively taken over by the Local Boards and
the Road Board ? Co
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581. Will Government be pleased to consider the desirability of creating
a separate department for rural development for improvement and uplift
of rural area ?

582. Will Government be pleased to make a 5 or 10 years plan for
improvement of villages ?

TeE Hon’BLE REV. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

578.—The matter has already engaged the attention of Governmrent and
2 unlg;mnigﬁt&?ﬁAYAN DEV : Are we to understand thapt Govern-
ment i ideri bout starting model villages in every mauza ?

nEI{SHECOII;St;gSEngI%EV. J= M.g NICHOLS-ROY : The -reply is there

that the matter is under consideration of Govcrq.mcnt. Whetl}qr model
villages can be started in every mauza or only in some localities, shat
will be considered.

Mauravi MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHOUDHURY : May we know
whether any scheme has been drawn up for model villages ?

Tre How’sLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Not yet.

Tue Hon’ere Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied:

579.—A grant of five lakhs has been made by the Government of India
and another grant of five lakhs has been promised. Government have
Provided a sum of Rs.10,000 in the current year’s budget as a start towards
the Model village scheme and an additional sum of Rs.10,000 for agricul-
tural demonstrations part of which will be utilized in such villages.

580.—This cannot be done under the conditions of the grants. ;
i3 581 and 582.—The hon. member is referred to the answer to question
.. Sryur HALADHAR BHUYAN: Is it advisable to spend money
without any definite plan without which even a cottage cannot be erected ?

- THE How’sLe Rev, J.J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : “Is it adviseable’ ?
That is a question of opinion.

Establishment of toll bar on bridges in the Main Road System of
Assam

Sryur HALADHAR BHUYAN asked :

583. Will Government be pleased to state the names of
which toll bar has been established in the Main
district by district ?

the bridges
Road System of gm;ﬁf

284. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) Whether toll bar is going to be established : ili
bridge at Dharamtul ? R e, Bapt

(8) If so, what are the reasons for it ?

(¢) Whether there are bridges in the Main Road Systemt of Assam
which cost more but

blished ? over which no toll bar has been esta-

(d) If so,what are their names ?

——
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Tue Hon’sLie Mauravi S S '
Bt AIYID SIR - MUHAMMAD SAADULLA

583.— SYLHET DISTRICT
1. Keane Bridge.

SIBSAGAR DISTRICT
1. Dhansiri.
2. Dikhu.
3. Desang.

LAKHIMPUR DISTRICT
1. Dching.
2. Ranganadi.

KHASI AND JAINTIA HILLS DISTRICT
1. Umtyngar.
2. Dawki.
3. Burnihat.
584.(a)—Yes.

(b)—Where existing ferries ave replaced by bridges of greater length
than 300°-0” it is the policy of Government to charge tolls for
crossing the bridge.

(¢)—No,

{d)—Duoes not arise.

Present condition of the Barak River
Basu LALIT MOHAN KAR asked :

585. Tsit a fact (@) that the river Barak in the district of Sylhet flowing
‘through the subdivisions of South Sylhet and Habiganj was navigable
throughout the year before the great earthquake of 1897 since when the river
‘bed has been silted up in several places preventing boat traffic and drainage
of flood water carried by the rivers Manu and Kusiara and other streamletg
resulting in immense damage to crops and public roadways ?

(b) If not, do Government propese &o undertake an eaquiry about
the present condition of the Barak ? . i

Tup How'pLe Mavraw Samip S MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

585.(a)—Goyvernment understand that changes took place 1n the area
concerned after the great carthquake of 1897 and that considerable siltin
up has since occurred. The area in question is as little as twgnty-three feet
above M.S.L. at Calcutta and the silting that is taking place is the natura]
-actjon of the riversin building up the land.
((b)—Does not arise.

Payment of commission to the Mauzadars

Spyur KRISHNA NATH SARMAH asked :

586. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) Whether a circular was issued to the Mauzadar that 15 per

cent. commission will be paid for the payment of reven
before 30th June ? Ay ue due
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() If so, was any improvement in the collection of revenue been
obtained ?

(c) What will be the extra cost for collection of revenue due to
the increase of commission ? ;

(d) The cause which ncces.itated the issue of such a circular ?

Tue Hon’sLe Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

586. () to (c)—The hon. member is referred to the replies given to
Srijut G. K. Talukdar at this session of the Assembly. The date by
which Mauzadars had to pay their demand in full was, however, 31lst May
and not 30th June as stated in the question. :

(d)—To encourage the Mauzadars more quickly to return to
the old practice of paying their demand by 31st May in full
as the Commissioner had commented adversely on their continued
inefficiency in collection.

Appointments in the Railway Department

Mauravi ABDUL AZIZ asked :

587. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Railway Department be
pleased to state— : i
(@) Whether communal interests are taken into consideration in the
matter of appointments and promotions in the Railway
Department ? If not, why not. .
(b) Whether the claim of Departmental examination passed em;
ployees were superseded by the junior or unpassed employees !
If so, why ?
HT&-IE How’sLe Mauravi Sarvio S MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
rephed :

; 587.(a)—Government have no information. Railways are a federal sub-
ject and this Government have hardly any voice over the internal admi-
nistration of the Railway Companies.

(b)—Government have no information.

Cost incurred during the last Gemneral Election to the Provin-
cial Legislatures

Srijur MAHADEV SARMA asked :

: 588. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the total cost
incurred in connection with the election of the members to the Assam
Legislative Council ?

Tue Hon’sLe Mauravi SAaivip SiR MUHA

e - MMAD SAADULLA
588.—Rupces 92,913 was spent in connection with

Separate figures for each Chamber are not available, Al gl

Promotions from the Junior Civil Service to the Assam Civil Service

Srjur MAHI CHANDRA BORA asked :

589. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) Why fT'ron_l 1926 up till now only 7 promotions out of 24 from
the Junior Civil Service to the Assam Civil Service have come
to the officers of the Assam Valley Division ?
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() What are the reasons for which the most Jjuniors were made
to supersede the seniors in the past promotion ?
(¢) Why in 1933 one of the officers of the other Valley whose
increment was stopped was made to supersede his seniors with
: higher judicial powers ?

590. Is Government aware of the general opinion of the people that
promotions from one service to another are generally due to favouritism and
nepotism in the name of merits without consideration of seniority.

591. How and when do Government propose to fill up the three
vacancies existing now in the Assam Civil Service ?

592. Will Government fill up the vacancies with the seniormost officers
of Junior Civil Service under disappointment and humiliation ?

Tue HonBLE Mauravi Saryip SiR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

Z 589. (a), (b) and (¢)—These promotions are not made on a Valley basis,
nor are they made as a matter of course on the basis of seniority. Merit and
suitability for magisterial work have also to be carefully considered.

590.—Government have no such information..

Srijur MAHI CHANDRA BORA: Do Government consider that
relationship with high officials of Government also merit ?

Tue HonNBLE Mauravi Saryip S;ik MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -
Relationship is not a criterion of merit. : :

Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Is relationship with any
officials merit, Sir ?

Tue Hon’BLE MAULAVI SArviD- St - MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I
have already answered that question, Sir. S

$rjur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: My question is different, Sir.

Tue Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : To the question whether favouritism
is a merit, the Hon’ble Minister has already replied ‘no’.

Tue HoN’BLE Mauravr Saryip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

°pl 591.—These vacancies will be filled up in due coursc on the recommen- .
dation of the Assam Public Service Commission.

592.—Governmeut will no doubt consider their cases, but can give no
undertaking.

ADJOURNMENT MOTION REGARDING NON-RENEWAL OF

PATTA TO A LARGE NUMBER OF RAITATS IN SARAIPANI

IN JORHAT SUBDIVISION f6R ,

Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAH :  Sir, it has been my lot again to place
a copy of an adjournment motion befere the Secretary before the commence-
ment of to-day’s proceedings and to acquaint this House with a woeful
affair Sir, I beg leave to move it. Sl -

Tue Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : Yes, I shall have to see if it is in order,

Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAH: The motion runs as follows :—That
this House do adjourn to discuss a definite matter of_' urgent public im-
portance, viz., to discuss the action of the Govcrl}mer_lt 1n issuing notice of
non-renewal of patta to a large number of raiyats in Saraipani area of
mauza Amguri-Khorikotia in Jorhat subdivision. May I state the matter
briefly, Sir ?

Tue Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER: Yes.

Srgur DEBESWAR SARMAH: Sir, perhaps most of the members of
this House know that the tea estates in Upper Assam hold Jarge areas of
land unused. So it happened that the East India Tea Company near
Titabar in Jorhat.........
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Tue Hon’sie toe SPEAKER: All these are not wanted. iy

Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAH: I am coming straight to the point, Sir.
The East India Tea Company in Titabar held very large areas of unused
land. As a matter of fact they hold such a large area that they did not
know where their boundary was. The result was that alarge number of
raiyals went and settled in certain ]ands,_which now the East In_dm Tea
Company claim as theirs. During the time of re-settlement in 1927
Government was pleased to issue pattas to these raiyals. But now the East
India Tea Company authorities come and say that thesc lands do not belong
to anybody else except them and that the raiyats should vacate t_hosc“lands.
Tte Deputy Commissioner of Jorhat, Mr. Fletcher, finds like this. “From
a preliminary investigation it appears that the garden authorities were at
fault.”
Tue HoneLe Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Will
the hon. member give us the date of that order ?

Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAH: Thatis not relevant at present, I
am coming to it later, Sir. =

“From a preliminary investigation it appears that the garden authorities
were at fault for pointing out wrong boundary marks at the re-settlement,
since when Sirkari raiyats have taken possession of the disputed portion.
The raiyal must, therefore, make what terms they can with the garden
authorifies”® This order is dated the 9th March 1937. Itis pretty old

enough. But that is not my point. : 3 :
Tue Hon’ sLe THE SPEAKER: This report was made after a preli-

mi iry ? g
nagrggg%r%ﬁESWAR SARMAH: Yes, Sir, What I wanted to discuss
on the floor of this House is this...... Very recently......

Tue Hox'pre THe SPEAKER : Will the hon. member please say

what is the date ? X
Srgur DEBESWAR SARMAH: The datp would not be relevant in

-that way, Sir.

Tue Honxsre THE SPEAKER: It will be
Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAH: What I want to discuss is that the

raiyats are going to be ejected.
Tue Howsre tHE SPEAKER: I wantto see whether the matter is

urgent and is of recent occurrence.
Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAH: Sixty-nine notices have already been
issued, Sir, to the effect, the renewal of patta will not be granted.
Tue Hon’sreE THE SPEAKER : When ? ;
Srjur DEBESWAR SARMAH: About 15 days ago, Sir. Already,
Sir, 69 notices have been issued and the rest are in the process of being
issued. What will be the result of these notices ? It will be, Sir, the
amiable process of turning out these tenants by the employment of Ghurkas,
fire adnd elephants. The notices regarding non-rencwal of pattas are being
issued.
Tue Hon’sre THE SPEAKER : To whom are the pattas issued ?
Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAH: To the Sirkari raiyats who settled om
these lands ?
Tue How’sie tee SPEAKER: That they are not going to get their
pattas renewed ? :
Mauravi Syep ABDUR ROUF: On a point of information, Sir.
Were not these notices issued before the 15th February ? .
Srjur DEBESWAR SARMAH: That is not the correct information.
Notices are just being issued. The result of this is yet to come, and that s
why 1 want to place the matter before this House. These several sirkari
Faiyats were settled as long as 13/14 years ago.
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Tue Hon’sLE THE SPEAKER : The authorities of the Tea Company
say that the lands are theirs and the Deputy Commissioner, after a preli-
minary enquiry, has come to the conclusion that the lands belong to the
Teca Company. Is that the position ?

Sryjur  DEBESWAR SARMAH: Government also have issued
pattas to these people, Sir. Most of them have no other land or houses
and they are going to be ejected from these lands where they are perma-
nently settled. The Tea Company held out these lands to be Government
waste lands and Government approved of settlement by issuing pattas.

KHAN Banapur Mauvravi KERAMAT ALL: The East India Tea
Company has got certain grants and some villages of Amguri Khari-Katia
mauza 4re within those grants. It is said that at the time of resettlement
the mandals through mistake issued annual pattas to these villagers. After
some years it was found out by the garden authorities that these villagers
had settled within their grants and so the Manager wrote to the Deputy
Commissioner about this. The Deputy Commissioner had a preliminary
enquiry made. After this it was found that the land belonged to the
Company and the Deputy Commissioner, therefore, informed the villagers
that their lands lie within the grant of the Tea Company and consequently
a renewal of their pattas would not be issued. . x ;

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: On a point of informatiom,
Sir. Is the hon. member a retainer of the East India Tea Company ?

- Knan Banapur Mauravi KERAMAT ALI: Yes, I am and there-
ore I know the facts of the case. :

Tue Hown’sie Srjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Sir, I
do not think this adjournment motion is in order, because it does not
relate to any matter of recent occurrence. The fact of the matter s that
there was some waste land and Government thought that it was not
included in anybody’s patta and therefore the land was scttled with these
people and annual leases were issued from time to time. As soon as the
Government discovered that the land did not belong to them and it belonged
to the East India Tea Company, Government discontinued the leases issued.
Itis not for Governmentto evict those people; it will be a matter
between those people and the East India Tea Company. As a matter of
fact these tenants will be able to remain on this land upto 31st Ma_rhf,:lh 1938.
In the meantime Government is trying to find out land, if possible, for
these men elsewhere and also trying to have some sort of compmi}r)usgl w1;:lh
the garden authorities so that they may remain thcrt.’.. Very Ifro E;hyl t g
garden authorities will allow them to remain on their land so .on%] & t?ln d
1s not required by them. I think the whole thing will be amtlca K:ie le
and there is no necessity for either censuring the Government or bringing
a motion to th 5

SryjuT DEcBElgowuifi{ SARMAH : Do I ~understand from _the Hon’ble

inister that Government will not leave these helpless poor 7aiyals to the
mercy of the garden authorities and Government will exert their influence
to safeguard the interests of these raiyats ? - s

THE Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : The Hon’ble Minister has given an
assurance that the matter will be looked in to. : .

I have heard the hon. member who has tabled this adjournment
motion and also the Hon’ble Revenue Minister and the hon. Khan Bahadur
Keramat Ali. I have no hesitation in coming to the conclusion that this is not
a matter in connection with which an adjournment motion can be moved,
It appears to me that the matter involves a decision as regards private rights,
The East India Tea Company was claiming the land and through mistake
Government settled the land with some people and the Deputy Commissioner
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after an enquiry has come to the conclusion that the land really belongs to this
East India Tea Company. It appears that after the expiry of the leases which
were granted by Government to those people, notices have been issued on
them intimating to them the fact that they would not be entitled to get
renewal of their pattas. It was a question of title between the East India
Tea Company and the Government and as the two parties alter cons:dering
their respective rights a settlement has been arrived at  to the effect that
the Government is not to claim the land as their unsettled land, there
cannot be any grievance of the people with whom the settlement was
effected on the ground that Government is taking such steps. The com-
plaint is not that harsh measures have been adopted by Government for the
purpose of evicting those people. It is only the issue of notice which is
going to be agitated here. It is an administrative action on the part of
Government in a matter regarding which Government is perfectly entitled
to proceed in the way they have done. ; : A :
Having regard to all these facts I consider the motion 1s quite out
of order. Moreover the date of issue of the notice is said to be the
second week of this month. So the matter is not of recent occurrence.
The Assembly met on the 3rd instant and has been continuing and if any
harsh measures were adopted the hon. member could have moved his
motion in proper time. So the motion is out of order and rejected.

HUNGER-STRIKE IN THE ANDAMANS

Mauvravi MUNAWWAR ALI: Sir, we arc anxious to  know  the

latest development of the hunger-strike of the Andamans Prisoners.
" Tue Hon'sLe Mauravi Saiyvip Sik MUHAMMAD SAADULLA.:
I may inform the House that yestzrday we received a telegram from = the
Home Department of the Central Government announcing that the hunger-
strikers in the Andamans by an overwhelming majority have suspended
their strike and only seven people are still continuing the fast. It is hoped
that these seven will also co:ne into the line with the rest.

Mauvravi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHOUDHURY :
What about the Assam prisoners?

Tae Hon’BLE Mauravi Satvio Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :  Sir,
nothing has been mentioned separately about the Assam prisoners..

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA: I am thankful to the Hon’ble
Chief Minister for breaking this happy news, but I would like to remind
him about his assurance upon the question of repatriation. I hope the
breaking of the hunger-strike does not dispose of that assurance, Sir.

Tue Hon’BLE Mauravi Sarvip St MUHAMMAD SAADULLA .
There was a communique issued in the press from the Government of India
that they do not want to hear any prayer until the hunger-strike is over.
When the hunger-strike is broken now the question of repatriation will
become easier,

RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION RE FIFTY PER CENT. REDUCTION IN LAND
REVENUE—(concld.)

Mauravi ASHRAFUDDIN MUHAMMAD CHAUDHURI: Sir, -
lwe have got practically from three gentlemen three rates of reduction - ©
tzlzllnd revenue—-50 per cent., 33 per cent. and 25 per cent. While advocating

¢ casefor a 50 per cent. reduction my friend over there was appealing
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to the seatimant of the hon. mzmbers of the House by invoking the
name of God. Khan Sahib Maulavi Sayidur Rahman was discussing the
question from a practical stand point—from the financial standpoint of
Government as well as from the standpoint of the raiyats. He was dea-
ling with the matter appealing to the reason of the hon. members of the
House. I think the materials that he placed before the House are
sufficient indication whether he was only speaking to please the Government
or he had the condition of the poor raiyats also in his heart. My friends
were uncharitable in their expression that Khan Sahib Maulavi Sayidur
Rahman was only backing the case of the Government. Sir, for_ the last
few days it has been my painful experience that whenever any occasion arises
for giving a reply from one particular group, there is a personal sting
referred to. While I was advocating the cause of nomination in the
municipality, it was said that I was doing so because I was a nominated
member. [ had to speak from experience, and not because I had got a
seat in the municipality. On the other hand while I  was talking about
the enhancement of fees for associate pleaders, I felt personally from
experience that the fees gre not sufficient for the drudgery they had to
undergo. But personal motive was attributed to.

Sir, what is the financial position of the province. The total income
of the province is 2 crores 84 thousand and the total income from
lan1 reveau: is onsz crore 14 lakhs and the total revenue from tem-
porary settled estates is 1 crore 5 lakhs and the effect of the reduction by
50 per cent. isto bring a reduction of revenue of 52 lakhs 50 thousand
rupecs. :

Sryjur SIDDHI NATH SARMA : No, that is not.

(interruptions)

(voi-es—Where did he get his information from ?)

From the very source from which they got it. ;

Sir, it is no good simply taking up the case of the poor raiyats. There
have been many people in this House who have be{;n preaching the case of
the poor raiyats for personal gain ~ The ultimate object has been something
else than the amelioration of the condition of the raiyats. (Voices—Is he in
order, Sir, in ‘attributing motives ?)

Tue Hon’Le THE SPEAKER: I have not heard the last sentence.
Will the hon. member please repeat this ?  Will he withdraw the state-
ment ?

Mauravi ASHRAFUDDIN MUHAMMAD GI:{AT_']DHUL}I: Whe;n
you have not heard this, Sir, how can you take exception in {n‘;{[?@tc"i}ﬁ:fh-

The question is that we must not forget stern realities of life. : at'gnc'rfl‘
itis a practicable proposition for Government to run the admmls;‘_ ,: I :
this reduction is effected. The Revenue Minister has perhaps bf“an e
idea in the matter. He is ready to give immediate reduction of 25 per
cent. to bona fide tenants. To deserving cases he is even ready to grant 33
per cent. reduction. As regards further reduction he wants to have a com-
mittee.  And it is for the House to judge it. o dtharie o

There is another matter. We are just here for five years‘and it 1s.w1th1n
our control. If we find that the Hon’ble Minister in charge is not serious or
sincere then it is up to us to see in the meantime whether we should give
him more time, oy

Now, Sir, it has been the dream of the Hon’ble Revenue Mlms‘ter and
I think it may be the dream of any others here to improve thf; condl}:ions of
poor raiyats but we must face the problem in its realities. Is it possible, so
far as Government is concerned, to issue at once an order for 50 per cent.
reduction ?
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Now, Sir, so far as the Hon’ble Revenue Minister is concerned—it has
been my privilege to go through some of his speeches—I find that on every
occasion he has been rather trying to sce that a Committee must be there
to enquire into the condition of the poor raiyats. I think that is also the
fine in which the Ministers of Bibar are now proceeding. So opportunity
should be given to them s that they can try and let us see if they can do
anything. z

Now, Sir, some of the hon. members of this House have already spoken
about fifty per cent. reduction. 1 would like to appeal to them—let them
be serious and sincere over the matter. It is no good saying what we cannot
do in the practical field.

Now, Sir, if there be a committee, the whole thing will be discussed and
there we can sce whether it is possible or not. We must face the matter
from realities. Itis no good saying this and that—Ilet us not move with
some ulterior motive behind. Let us reconsider the whole situation.  We
require to see whether we are doing goed to the peopls. By sentiment we
may gain for the time being. But wemust be practical. It is only truth
and sincerity that will endure and make you endearing to the world. Other-
wise it will not help anybody. The Government cannot run the administra-
tion if there be 50 per cent. reduction.

There is another avent € for enrichment of the provincial exchequer.

Sir, we have got in our province so much vast and rich lands which are

Jying waste and umcultivated. Hundreds of immigrants are there who are
ready to take such lands but here the House did nqt_allow them to take any
land. Sir, we have come here to sc€ that the legitimate rights and privi-
Jeges are not denied to the people. There are so many people who are very
anxious to take lands which are lying waste but they have been denled this.
Sir, nowhere, I must, say, that this line system CXISts. If the line_system
would be abolished, then there would be a very great scope for the increase
of the provincial revenue but this very House did not allow for the expansion
of revenue. They all rejected this proposal. It isno longer a foreign
CGovernment—it is no longer a bureaucratic Government but it is a popular
Government, i.e., our own Government (hear, hear). Simply because that
some of you cannot comc to the Treasury Bench, we cannot say that it is
not a popular Government (4 voice—It is your view point ‘only.)

Sir, it is our own Government and we should help the Ministers with
all practical suggestions. As yet {he Retrenchment Committee has not
taken its scat and so we cannot say what will be the effects of reduction—
cither by the abolition of office or cut in salary. Let us at least wait to see
the result of the Retrenchment Committee and if we find that the result ig
satisfactory, and there is much inour hands then next year we mga
come forward with the .proposal of 50 per cent. reducrion. We should givlé
opportunity to the Ministry and sce what they do. Our heart for the poor
people is no less soft than that of yours. Simply because you have come
with the Congress tickets, you should not take us amiss. Sir, when we had
to stand against the actiont of the bureaucratic Police Officers and when we
had to go from door o door with begging bowls in hand advocating and
fighting for the rights and libarties of the poor citizens, 10 & distant place
like Silchar where was the Congress leader then and what he was doing

You take us amiss and think that our heart isin NO way less

then ? T :
he woes and miscries of the half-starved ralyats of the

responsible to t

Province. .
Tre HON’BLE THE SPEAKER : The hon. member is going t00 far.

Lo i ASHRAFUDDIN MUHAMMAD GHAUDHURI: 1 am
e Frishing it, Sir. 1 have already said, Sir, that let us proceed slowly and
gradually. We are not less responsible to our people in this matter than
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anybody else. There is sufficient indication in the assurance given by the
Hon’ble Revenue Minister that he is not callous or less indifferent than any-
body else hers. Sir, I just like to mention something. The experience at
Bar has taught me that whoever has gota weac case, thereby people
generally take the name of God in season and out of season. So, I appeal
to the sense of the House that we are not here only to see that Government
is defeated but we are here to advocate the cause of the poor tenants. So
let us give them time—let us give them opportunity as every one knows
that slow but steady ultimately wins the race. Sir, the assurance which is
given by the Hon’ble Revenue Minister is enough and we should wait and

sec what happens. We have also come here to look to the interest of the
people.

Mavurav: Sueikg OSMAN ALI SADAGAR: Sir, =ifa

aF3 F4l
3fats 512 |

Tae Hon’srLe THE SPEAKER :

qttdqta FA AL LT AR [ |
steifa @S A |

MauLavi Suerka OSMAN ALI SADAGAR: Sir, #5531 9o B+
BT ST IACA BT | SIA wA« S[Y Z2CA ANGR (FIAX T H0 ? -
(7], a3 §IF1AT BAG XAATE Q4 WAl wieg Aig | 1A T A AT
&g A A3 474 T« e A% 5l safeasa 1 ¥ fits o34

Rev. L. GATPHOH : Sir, before I proceed, may I ask the Hon’ble
Revenue Minister whether the resolution which was discussed the other day

and is still under discussion, if p issed would be put in force or ot in the

aintia Hills where both land revenue and house tax arc levied 2
J Tue Hon’srLiE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CBAUDHURI: Sir, I can-
not say what will be the effect of the resolution if carried out but so far as I
can see, the assurance which I gave on behalf of the Government will apply
in case of Jaintia parganas also. < -

Rev. L. GATPHOH : I refrained the other day from tqklng part in
the early part of the debate, as I was afraid, I might be treading %n gﬁound
of which the conditions are different from those which prevail in that part of
the province from which I come. -

?tois clcear to me now that the facts which1 I am going t0 put before the

ouse come quite within the scope of the resolution. : ;

The resocllution aims at giving relief to the a.gr:u:ultunstsI who ;:ltl):lctn}zut-e
to Government exchequer. The spirit is a right on¢ and am e it is
shared by one and all in the House, and I stand _sccond to none, - Sir, in
supporting the principle contained in the resolution.

Srijur DEBESWAR SHARMA : We cannot follow the hon. mem-
ber. Will he please repeat what he has said just now ? -

Rev. L. GATPHOH : 1 say, Sir, that I stand second to mnone in sup-

porting the principle contained in the resolution. But let us see how it will
work and what eitect, if it is carried out, will it have on the agriculturists
in the subdivision which I represent. 'L

he agriculturist population there
may be divided into three classes—

1) One class composed of persons, owner of large holdings for which
they pay at full rate land revenue to Government.
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(I1) Another class—persons who hold leases of small holdings assessed
at full rates and the yield of each of which holdings belonginug to one person
is not sufficient to maintain a family of five members even.

(I11) Then there is another class—the third class of agriculturists who may
be called landless people and their trade is mainly or entirely paddy cultiva-
tion, and they are the people who are more dependent on the owners of
large holdings than the persons of class II. And they also pay in kind one-
third of the produce as rent besides contributing out of the 2/3rd of the
produce left to them, to Government exchequer in the form  of the house-
tax.

Now, Sir, the question is on whom does the burden of paying land tax
to Government fall ? To try and argue out the point is to impose on the
hon. members. It is clear as day-light that the agriculturists of classes II
and III are really the people who pay the land-tax.

The incidence of taxation is on the cultivators who pay one-third of the
produce and also pay house-tax to Government. It might be argued that
the question of house-tax is irrelevant and therefore it must be ruled out of
order. 1 submit, Sir, thatis true. But the object of the resolution is to
give relief to, to ameliorate the condition of the poor agriculturists on whom
the burden of taxation is so pressing. And my contention, Sir, is that the
last two classes of agriculturists to which I have referred are also bona fide
agriculturists ; they all contribute to Government revenue either directly
or indirectly, or both.

In the case of poor agriculturists they both directly and indirectly con-
tribute to Government exchequer—both land tax and house tax.

Now, to come to the point, Sir, I put the question straight off—who will
be benefited by a reduction of 50 per cent. of land revenuc ? It will be
those people, owners of large holdings—who sublct a greater part of their
holdings to agriculturists of classes IT and III, and who also can without
much inconvenience pay at the present rate. Now, will those people extend
the same bf‘:neﬁt to their sub-tenants ? A man who has been paying Rs.100
annually will now pay Rs.50 only. That man, I am sure, human nature
being what it is, will never think of taking less rent from his sub-tenants,
He will continue to demand one-third of the produce as before.

I have known of persons, owners of large holdings who built up barns
for themselves which could never be exhausted in a year or two. The paddy
that was stored up was quite probably fora speculative purposes ;
and they refused sufficiently to meet the annual demands of petiy rice-
traders. The result was that after two or three years the paddy became
bad and had to be thrown away into the dunghill for the pigs to enjoy. I
can cite instances, Sir, if necessary.

Now, Sir, I appeal to the hon. mover of the resolution and to all the
hon. members in the House to pause and think seriously for a moment
Lefore taking decisive steps.

Are we going to help the well-to-do people mor icul-
turists ? Yes, Sir, if the resolution is cfrrigd, it fvfﬁaiggza}socgefiféw&
world—before our sister provinces—that we are more helping those 1

: people
who would sooner feed the pigs than help the poor agriculturists in Assam.

We are helping to increase the savings of well-to-do people at the cost
of the public purse, and that poverty of these agriculturists, is taken as the
plea.

I do not grudge giving relief to owners of large holdings ; they need it
owing to the world-wide trade dep ession, buc not to the extent recommend-
ed by the resolution, The assurance given by the Hon’ble Minister in
charge covers the amendments tabled both by Khan Bahadur Keramat Ali

-
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and Khan Sahib Sayidur Rahman, and for some cases it goes fur

the resolution, as it stands. Relief ought to be given but not
nately.

KHAN SaHIB Mavravi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: On
a point of information, Sir. May we know what would be the percentage of
poor agriculturists in the three classes mentioned by him ? . .

REv. L. GATPHOH : One-third in the first class, one-third in the
second class, and one-third in the third class.

Now, Sir, relief ought to be given, but not inc.liscriminate]y: There
must be a well-considered scheme for giving reduction. Otherwise thoss
who need the most to be helped would receive practically nothing, or would
be left out of the scope of the resolution. And time will pronounce a
verdict that the poor agriculturists are getting crumbs only of the bounty
conferred by this resolution on owners of large holdings. Therefore I
appeal 10 the hon. mover to withdraw his resolution.

MauLana ABDUL HAMID KHAN: Sir, 37 (3313 291773 723
(G é%-# 35| Qi"ﬂ‘t'i f"#?u [ 10s Si(al MTIA e BIO) AISA = A3
MF—Z21? wrRiAA Ao oifea s fagg | 9% House @ < (F1q A=) A3
faf 3fats sricgm a1 ca siwrg wow! con ST #1 ABEAl TA A[EIF TIRT
TN B3¢ A4 LK BT va fgai = q @Afs dey BIF 2B 26y Bt
MV «qA (7% 4NBd Wa BEqtcs wd AfS w913 Brei—fes Bl g
W[ AfA 7eE qwa IH @ wrzmed =33 @A @Sty 4w wRang
A SIEH €} Mo aAl coy BIF wTRl IN ATEIA TN gyl
21T TI WTFAU ¢- BIF T If7F (7S F3A Al ST'F =03 ©f2 e
?3& 12 Az Ay wfay afy x| z3—Cx1A sfanta st 997 AT
AT AR Aiefaz wonior wEAAE (FF SRS AT W@ CRex| %7
SRR wgrdta s =2 w31 2500 ; o2 418 (781 AT 31 234 | wqet
VT 2oy 3he; fog w4 fata wAm Aefnda g o
SLOTR Ay A crem PAZIA +1| IEUA WA (ST I
SR WUT [ WA gty ; WG SRR T Taee wRaE 33
:;:::ltf:::{ “!: 43 T g ({&{A[ €1T7 Ay gire g« RAF
e mw—ﬂ:‘:s RS 2Ecerg | HoFal eo G171 el L§rrr F3lR
et mﬁ:?;@:‘@ 9% @ v 3eA I/ AadftacBa WA I Ifare
oL 9205 ¢ g ;q; *;:_ﬂ 1T ¢ fafps zg A2 otef3) 3% Ay
Shies Vot TS| @3 3ce AT Arq WA frw fuy

_ o N R0E @3 qraa face vegd wand TEAMR wim
TR S (1 gty 29 w38 w99 4jam MW @4l orenl g
OI¥1 RS Wit ot afe 52 oo Bta1

; Al® 3207 Afaq) A W AN ey € EICE |
Bl Gov g Moo BiF 3 grang ) I OF A A3 wimia
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% 1/e =tal f&7 QT 1% w4 Ars(Al Fa Afs ¢t fis 22rs e BT
g 23a1cz | (9% f4Fa o6 4o%9) v 53 2/As ¢ wraa? AW fafAe
A7 corF AT | BACT SIAT RALYVS (Al WMy IAAAA AF 93 AR
QFUTAT 415 AAAAICHS 5,900 1FA (57| 4147 1St =W @A s A3
¢ B T3 3@ 24BE A AR Ffaa wwA; fog Asta BAs ww (e
ceta A8 WErs cadl wy A—%eig owdd faEa) oIS ;AwCed
T aaAs Wil % a7 BrAl Atstd wiq1g sfaal Meerg ) fEE e
2&q17 gF417 Afe am Ffaare 3771 ¢on 513 A FA AFS qw FRACITEA
2y cam 2fica Agas gwa @ s sl fawd T3 I (7 o
@ w3 43 71 S B fsA ove w9 @A asfEa sehl
72w a4l fag s‘ema fal #fFwral 2%Id 2EQR qafes 32 ==
Ay 2T T (T s wABiE YA Wl (A Srewa I ANS WA CFH
2553 BIFF wTo fa-ad Ay SfetF ©uw ASIZ TR A 6T @t
winlg *Ea feg Wi csAR ASTRI @SN @ Wem BT S
@13 7a ffA stotia Al fiesy coel fraq  atenes stz cwael wicd 21
=fas, = 2z fafS: o Arst9 A ATTE W AVA Bt #faareiad 1R
A AT AT KR HEZA AINIS WA 2RI | fefa aft =1&
@®Ma e aes atfFr=a szl 2524 fapa a3 243[3 carried %¥9 | F|WAMW
facsa aifEss g9 Afgal 4o eey B1¢] a5 583l AFIB % ASPA
apattea 15 e wrA® o2 TR ATFA con, Br TN TIAM AU
=%wna Ao g2 Aradq sfas i arz aw aiffa Fere 9 %'
fag-me ey 339 | IGAA ity w31 Wiy wwd = Soam wfaesf@)
frg st aBwA 417 @5 W19 &ifcs Ao @Az @ VWO 9f Ag
Radt AraAlg Areq 25733 ANF WA §F ASFAU 9N Biwl ZroAd A3
accept #fars 3ty 2afg| fes 2l =l TRE fagm—iGa e

gwiee |

Coroner A. B. BEDDOW. Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to oppose t.hls
humanitarian resolution, ana that I do so is due to that d15m’::11 word which
spoils so much fun in this world, and the word is ¢‘prudence”.

When I was young I was taught that before embarking or:i any
enterprise on: must balance the budget, study ways and means, an sg:e,
to it that the enterprise can be carried to a satisfactory conclusion. 3
before giving my support to the resolution I should require to be convince
that the hon. member introducing it has made quite surc that 1t 1s
practicable.

When the hon. member first put the resolution before the House he
spoke airily to the effect that of course there would be a loss of revenue of a

few lacs of rupees, from which 1 imagined a shortage of 2 or perhaps 5, or
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even 10 lacs, but I found his statement too nebulous for my liking, and
I accordingly went to the highest authority in order to find out exactly
what the cut would amount to, and to my horror and astonishment was
informed that it would amount to a little over 40 lakhs, a stupendous sum,
ir, .

: Now, some days ago an hon. member of the House likened the occu-
pants of the Treasury Bench to five magicians. This statement I took to
be in jest, but I fear that the hon. member responsible for this resglutn'on
must have taken the remark in earnest and has gone home envisaging
the Hon’ble Minister for Revenue diligently conjuring crores of silyer
rupees from an empty hat. Would that he were capable of any such
a miracle ! .

If this resolution is carried we shall be faced with the problem of
putting it into exccution, and there appear two alternatives. One js to-
cut our expenditure to the tune of Rs.40 lacs—an unpopular move, and
the other to increase taxation to a like amount, which I fear would be
even more unpopular. There might appear to some members a thirq
alternative, and it is possible that they visualize a 1qa.n upon the horizon,
but in my opinion, Sir, this alternative does not exist, for who will lend
money to a Government that has deliberately committed financial suicide ?
Therefore, Sir, I feel that we must gladly fall back on the honest and fajy
offer made by the Hon’ble Minister for Revenue, w'ho ha_s told the House
that he will see to it that the really needy will receive assistance according
to their requirements and remission even to the extent of 50 per cent.

I myself entirely subscribe to this offer, and feel that EVery seriously.
minded member of this House will do the same, but before I ’sit down
would like to add that in my humble opinion any hon. member whe
passes this offer by and insists upon the complete cut of 50 per cent. wil]
Jay himself open to the grave suspicion—no I go further—to the definitn
accusation that he is seeking his personal advantage.

MRr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: Is the hon. member in order, §ip
in saying that if any hon. member insists on the resolution bcing carrieq hé
has a personal motive ?

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: I would request him to. with.
draw that statement.

Coroner A. B. BEDDOW: I said that if any hon. me

: : st mber diq
that he would be laying himself open to the suspicion that he jg seckin
his personal gain. I did not mean to make a reflection on anyone. g

I
say that if the resolution is carried the Tea Industry that I am ey

senting will benefit more than anybody else, and this we do not dcsir?pre-
(The Assembly rose for lunch.) :

(After lunch).
Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA : I rise to speak a few  words on th
amendment moved by my hon. friend Khan Sahib Sayidur e

3 : : Rah
There is nothing new in the resolution demanding 50 “per cen Ii'la.n_
revenue cut. We all know it that - langd

< the resolution recommendipe tt
passed in the last Legislative Council. Sir, under the roo. of ?his e
House, when the resolution demanding 50 per cent. Yer

den Tevenue cut vy, Qi
cussed, tales of woes and miseries were narrated by several Membery o 5
then Legislative Council and especially by a member who to-da Ot the

to be in charge of the Land Revenue portfolio. The pligh}; iI?peng,
poor raiyats moved the hearts of many and the resolution vy 30 the
passed. But, Sir, that resolution was shelved as an Impracticab]e pri S
tion. I like to see the practical conclusion of our resolution for ¢ Oposj.

If the Government thinks that at the present moment a demang for lge cut,

0 Per
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¢ent. revenue cut is a tremenadous step and if they think that it will affect
the provincial fisc which will be depleted to a huge extent, then I must
insist on at least a 33 per cent. cut. I hope the Government, considering
the poor conditions of the raiyats, will give effect to this little concession.
Sir, the conditions of the raiyats have not improved but unfortunately
have deteriorated a great deal Itis useless to style their circumstances
as an economic slump. We hear of recovery here and there ; but all the
same economic slump has taken a permanent shape and is no longer a
temporary phase asin the case of a ordinary slump. Hence taxes that
were fixed at a time when things were better have come to mcan over-
taxation today. Added to this there are natural calamities like floods
and cyclones which have become annual featurc of this unfortunate
province. I mustsay, Sir, that when tFIC three-anna cgqccssnl(l)n zntthc:
rupee in respect of revenue cut was given it was appreciated in a fquz:lr ers.
We must not forget that, but for this reduction collection of revenue
in many mouzas would have been a failure. ! P
Sir, T think I shall be failing in my duty if I do not mention 1n this
conuection about the condition of the tea industry. The tea indus-
try is the life blood of the economic structure of this province. Not only
the subsidiary industries are depending upon it but also the prospect
Of. every industry and every profession is directly or indirectly connected
with it. I cannot say, Sir, that the tea industry has fully recovered
from the effects of the great slump which came upon many Indian Tea
concerns. The faith of many Indian concerns are still hanging in the
balance. It is true that the scheme of restriction has improved the situa-
tion to a great extent. But many Indian planters are not yet out of the
gloom and it is a great pity that the three anna concession in respect of
revenue was not granted to all the concerns but was limited only to those
that were recommended by the Tea Licensing Committee as uneconomic
concerns. I do notsee any sense in making such a division when the
whole industry is still having the effects of the great slump. It is impossible
to make such a division when the whole industry is slowly being helped
out of the great slump by an indigenous scheme, under which fat profit
is impossible. I sincerely hope that the tea industry will not be forgotten
this time when any revenue reduction is considered.,
= Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Ona point of information,
ir.

Tue Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : From whom ?

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: From the Hon’ble Chief
Minister.

THE Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : The Minister will reply and you can
ask him then.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : Before that, I want to know
from him whether he has agreed to the 33 per cent.

Tue How’srLe Srjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I shall
state the position in my reply.

Srijur DEBESWAR SHARMA : Mr. Speaker, Sir, Irise to support
the original motion for reduction of 50 per cent. of the land revenue of
temporarily settled districts. I must contess that while I support the
original motion, I cannot join hands with the mover in invoking the aid
of God. For the matter of that I would rather join hands with hon,
Mr. Fleming and Maulavi Ashrafuddin and also further say that we had
better leave God alone. Because will not the Gods themselyes blush when
a Reverend gentleman estimates the probable receipts from Excise at
Rs.35 lakhs unblushingly without making any provision even of a rupee

o e——— |
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towards the rescue of the drug-addicts ? And will not the Gods blush
to see a learned old respectable Maulana Sahib casting his vote against
Excise cuts. Under the circumstances, we had better let Gods out of
this House.

Sir, sentiments do not count ; these are matters of economics. We all
know that the Government wants money to run the State with. What-
ever party be in power, it will require money to run the show. Money,
Sir, one must have. But let us try to examine this motion from the stand-
point of practical economics (Mr. Hockenhull— Hear, hear). The hon.
Mr. Fleming, and also Mr. Beddow and Mr. Ashrafuddin cghoc(‘i that
we are trying to play on the sentiment of the House. I was listening to
them most attentively to glean if possible a few suggestions from economic
considerations but I was disappointed. Sir, we have passed the days when
taxation, or at any rate, the principles underlying taxation were matters
of speculation. Adam Smith the father of modern political economy
laid down four well known principles or cannons of taxation a hundred
of years ago. With the advancement o modern civilisatan and the com-
Plications of trade and commerce, these cannons are modified. But at any
rat: the main principles stand even to-day. The four chief cannons, or
principles guiding taxation which undoubtedly and admittedly are sound
are : equality or ability, secondly certainty, thirdly convenience and fourthly
economy. These are the four well-laid cannons underlying the principles
of taxation. These principles are also to be examined from the standpoint
of the individual, the community and the State. What is taxation after
all ? Doesit not come to this, The individual pays, the community
spends.

Let us try to examine, Sir, this 50 per cent. cut from the stand point of
the well-laid economic principles. As regards certainty I have little to say.
Then as regards convenience of course opinions differ. As regards econo-
my, I hope and trust all the members will agree in that very short but very
€xpressive description of the Indian administration as a Rolls-royce adminis-
tration of the poorest country in the world. When we talk of reduction,
when we say that such and such high officers are not necessary, the Treasury
Benches tell us, unless we have experts at the top, how can we get on ?
There are experts and there are very well-paid officers at the top, but the
field-workers are wanting. So on the question of economy. I will not take
much time, Sir.

The two principles now left before us are “the questions of ability and
benefit and from these two standpoints we shall test the resolution before
us considering from ability standpoint it affects mainly the indigenous culti-
,‘{_?i:(“'s- We all know what the daily income of an average cultivator is.
gaiiza t!u: Indian cultivator _is the poorest of all‘ (}ultlvators‘ there is no

36 ¥il;1g1 and I hope there is no difference of opinion. During the YC""‘;_
petaions” et ne Lo (b Enauiry Commices o the, conditon o
witnesses Iiburl::lcthno ies 190 witnesses, Froman examisatons - lt isc
tionin Gomsidat at,rlf the actual cost of cultivation is taken mtolqa ouls
the village Cultiva?n of the profit and loss of our actual village cultivators,

g or does not gain anything. On the other hand he Ioscs.‘
When he says that he 8¢ts so much of ‘paddy and that he sells so much of
it, he does not take into account his own labour. What I mean to say is
that the cultivator ploughs hig own land and works in his field;, his wife
plants or transplants o reaps and his grown up child tends plough cattle,
Estimate all this labour jp, mone valugl?;f t i_E to say what they could have
earned if they did all this for aiothcrc,in athc present market add to that
one plough cattle dying in every 3 years (although this is a very liberal
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st'mate and one or the other cattle dies sooner). If you take all this into
calculation, you will find unmistakably, Sir, that the cultivator has nothing
to gain from the cultivation. One might say—your people are lazy, they
do not work or use better implements and so on. Butlet us not digress, as
much may be said on both sides. If they are not so well off as in other
countries, I say that the State has also its duty or negligence to account for,
so let us leave that aspect out of consideration for the moment. Taking the
average agriculturist cultivating paddy, the chicf crop 3 to 3} acres, he
loses about Rs.3-6 per pura (4 bighas) of land. That is our calculation
from an examination of 190 witnesses in Jorhat subv_:livision_ If it holds
good for Jorhat subdivision, I may only say that conditions in other sub-
divisions are also alike. If the condition of the actual cultivator is such,
then what is the basis of this taxation ? This taxation took place several
‘cars back when the lands were re-assessed and when paddy was selling at
3 or 4 dons per rupee in upper Assam. Now the same paddy is selling a¢
8 to 10 dons. Sir, where is the justification for saying that the same assess-
ment should continue ? About 40 per cent. of our villagers have not got
two mealsa day to take. Everybody knows that. The hon. members
of the European group said—*Well, all right, we are prepared to give some
relief to the cultivators ; but the offer that has been made by the Tl‘easury
Benches is very honourable and very decent’. But may I ask hon. My
Fleming through you, Sir, ‘Where is the dishonour and where is the indes.
cency in a starving man praying for two meals a day ?* If it is dishonoyr
or indecency, Sir, I only can say that one cannot approve of that mentality
The hon. Mr. Fleming said—When I go in my motor car, I see these
cbscure, struggling, half-starved, skeleton-like villagers.’

Mgz. W. FLEMING : Isthe hon. member quoting me or making up
my speech ?
4 IS)lit_m'r DEBESWAR SARMAH: I am only criticising, Sir.

Now I come to the last point. Pity is a sentiment, Sir, to Measure
which we have not got a barometor or a thermometer, but it has to pe
shown by actual proof. In this connection, Sir, may I in the spirit, not of
a bravado, but in a spirit of service and prayerfulness, remind the Eu‘ropea :
members of this House that the theory of invulnerableness of the Brit; l’}:
Power is being disputed' by many. The Britishers themselves are more e
need of Indian nationalism than we Indians today are in need of Brili;{;
imperialism. :

MRr. C. A. PALMER : But what has that to do with this resolutioy »

Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAH: Yes, it has. They are trying to Stih
our aspirations or progress. c

Tue Hon’sLe THE SPEAKER: T do not think the hon. mempyey ;
right in making these observations. cr 1s

Sryur DEBESWAR SARMAH : T only said that these gentlemen
trying to stifle our progge;%: e are

Tue HON’BLE THE S : The hon. m :
rally, not of the hon. members, ember can say, that gene-

Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAH : 1 do not mean any individ : .
here. 1 am prepared to apologise if I h Y vidual membep
shcRvidually, ave wounded the feeling of anybody

What I was saying in all sincerity, and which I will repeat again, is th
the B_l'{USE}CFS are more in need of Indian nationalism than we are in n acfl:
of Britist (ulfpceta fism. 'They have to lead us on, though not as broth:::s
_bccause we are dark-skinned people but as members of same human famils;
in the way of progress, Sir. I say that, because it is the Indian agricul-
turists that supply the bulk of the revenue for administration.
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Sir, while we examined about 196 witnesses; we wanted also to see into
the state of things as régards tea in upper Assam.

Tue HoN’BLE THE SPEAKER : The hon. member’s time is almost up.

_ Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAH : I beg, Sir, for another seven minutes.
What ahout tea lands ?  We found, Sir, that the average income per acre
of agricultural land is so small that it leads to a loss. On the contrary the
average gain per acre of tea land will be about Rs.60 at a very modest
scale. But they do not pay for that. Most of these tea lands are fee-
simple, and others pay a very small revenue.

Mg. F. W. HOCKENHULL : That is quite untrue.

Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAH : Ona point of information, Sir. May
we have the advantage to hear what is the truth and what the hon. member
has to say ?

KHAN BAHADUR Mauravi KERAMAT ALI: If we go on at this rate,
Sir, it will be a waste of time.

Tue How’BLe THE SPEAKER : The hon. member is not ready to
reply.

: ySm;u'r DEBESWAR SARMAH : Then he has deprived us of a very
valuable piece of information.

Then regarding the other test I mean examination from benefit princi-
ple. Sir, hon. members would like to know the actual statistics.
In the Teok mauza there are 1,143 households and we find 683 familiss
diseased there. I read this extract from the reports of the Deputy Com-
missioner and Civil Surgeon. They say they have not hands enough to look
after these people.

Then I come to the next point. Within 7 or 9 miles from Jorhat
there are places which you will wonder whether they belong to the British
Empire or not. There is no road, no post office and no water and if one
happens to be ill he will have to come 8 or 9 miles for medicine. Inp

ajuli outskirts one cannot get a drop of medicine unless he comes about
10 or 12 miles. There are no roads no water supply. Sir, I found in the re-
cord of a sessions case before Srijut Iswar Prasad Barooah, that when a dead-
body was brought to the Golaghat thana for post mortem examination, the
corpse became decomposed because it had to be brought from a distance of
17 miles crossing as many streams and the post morem examination could
not be held. That is the state of things.

Firstly, there is no ability to pay and secondly the actual payers have
not received any benefit, Examining this taxation method from these two
stand-points we do not find wherein is the logic, wherein the reason and
Wherein the argument that the cultivator is to be taxed so heavily. A
boggey has been rajsed that the reduction would only benefit the land-
owning class and not the poor people. That may be right to a certain
gxtclx:_t, t-¢.,, there may be 5 per cent. land owners who may also be benefited

Y this and not more My hon. friends from the Surma Valley and Goal-
para do understand that there are only few people of that class, there are
inl)i' few people th_) have more than 100 acres of paddy land in Assam
Va tiy. fSo I submit that the benefit of this reduction will go only to a few
people of the land-ownmg class. What is their position ? The position of
the raiyats has _bccom_c poorer and poorer and they cannot pay. These few
land-owners with a- vicw (o retain their Jand are paying the revenue with
great difficulty, they cannt raise rents from the tenants. Thatis the posi
O A haLls of Assam. §q I do not see how the benefit of the resoly-
tion if it is given, will go 1 t1e land-owners and not to the poor agricyl.

turists. Qn thc contrary 95 per cen t. of the agriculturists who will be beng.
fited by this reduction are POOT 7aiyaty.
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Miss MAVIS DUNN: This resolution, Sir, proposes to give a reducs
tion in land revenue permanently with effect ¢ from the year 1937-38 ** and
secondly, it recommends a flat rate of reduction for the poor and the rich
alike. So, as it stands, Sir, I am sorry I am not able to support the resolu-
tion for two reasons. On the one hand it is impracticable and on the other
hand it gives no relief whatsoever to those (real agriculturists) who are quite
unable to pay any land revenue at all—and from the figures and reports

read to us by hon. Mr. Rahman, I believe there are many.

Now in his speeches both here and in the old Council, the Hon’ble
Revenue Minister has made it quite clear that at all times he has the interest
of the agriculturist at heart and that he will do all he can, whenever practi-
cable and necessary to relieve their distress. I have no reason to doubt him.
He has also emphasized the fact that to his mind, the whole system of
assessment of land revenue is most unsatisfactory because it affords no real

rclief to the people incapable of paying. He has a scheme whereby even
total remission might be given.

Now then T believe that land revenue for this year is not due till March
1938, so there will be no unconscionable delay if this Assembly accepts the
motion moved by the Hon’ble Revenue Minis'er to leave the whole question
to a committec of experts. And in the name of those in distress, the really
poor agriculturists, who perhaps will need a cent per cent. reduction of land
revenue, and also in the name of those able to pay a higher rare and who
will not grudge to give their contribution in this way to enable Government
to carry out their nation-building schemes for the benefit of their less for-
tunate brothers, I appeal to the hon. mover to withdraw his resolution
now and to accept the motion moved by the Hon’ble Revenue Minister.

MavrLavi NAMWAR ALI BARBHUIYA: In this connection I beg
to draw the attention of the Hon’ble Revenue Minister to the peculiar
circumstances of the Cachar district. The other day when the Hon’hle
Minister was delivering a speech against the amendment motion moved by
Khan Sahib Sayidur Rahman thc Hon’ble Minister stated that the rate o
assessment in Cachar waslow and in consideration of that Cachar land:
holders were allowed to get a remission of 6} per cent. of their land reye-:
nue, i.e., the Cachar land-holders got remission of one anna in the rupee
while the people living in other temporarily-settled areas got a remission of
3 annas in the rupee. In this connection T would like to say that perhapg
only the face value of the rate of assessment was taken into consideratiop
In my opin_ion it is not the only criterion for deciding that certain rate Oi'
assessment is low. To arrive at a right decision we should consider th
yielding capacity of the land, the cost of growing crops bccause thag m g
differ {rom locality to locality in growing paddy or other crops in the lanzé :
We should also take into consideration the natural calamities to which lands
assessed are liable. Then we should also consider the paying capacity of th:
people holdirg those lands. It has been admitted the other day in reply

to my question py the Hon’ble Revenue Minister when he was reading oyt
the report made by the Deputy Commissioner, Cachar, in connection with
the recent flood which is now making havoc in the district that there have
been successive floods, almost in every year, damaging the paddy of g
district, and it will also be clear to the hon. members of this House and the
Hon’ble Ministers from the Land Revenue Administration Reports th':i
before 1930 revenue sale under scctions 70 and 90 of the Assam Land ar;d
Revenue Regulation, in the district of Cachar, was unknown. From that
vear it has been increasing enormously.  People are not being able to pay
their land revenue, : :



1347

Now, I am speaking of the differential treatment that has been mieted
out to the people of Cachar. I want to know from the Hon’ble Chief
Minister if equal treatment will be meted out to the people of the district
of Cachar and if the Government will continue as in the past. If the
answer is that the Government will continue as before, the condition of the
people of Cachar will be undescribable. The prices of local agricultural
produce have tremendously gone down and people are not in a position to
pay their Jand revenue though one anna in the rupee has been reduced.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : Sir, I rise to support this
resolution. The utter helplessness, the miserable condition and the stricken
poverty of the raiyats are not only matters of common knowledge, but have
been admitted by the Hon’ble Revenue Minister and by practically all
those hon. members who have spoken against the resolution.

The hon. Khan Sahib Maulavi Sayidur Rahman, though opposing
the resolution on other grounds, was charitable enough to lay before us
figures which are telling cnough. I do not therefoe propose to take the
time of the House in discussing these matters which have been admitted by
the Hon’ble Revenue Minister and the opponents of this resolution. I
would like, however, to deal with the objections which have been raised by
them. Sir, if one were to write the history of the deeds of the present
Ministry during the past month, he. will be compelled to mention that
their programme consists of the following :—(1) No, does not arise, (2)
I am not aware, (3) 1 want notice, (4) the matter is under consideration,
(5) wait till the report of the Retrenchment Committee and (6) the matter
will be enquired into. Not only this, but he will also find that the
dark shadow of the old regime and the old habit of covering acts of oppres-
sion and injustice, and of flouting public opinion still continue.

Kuan Bapmapur Mavravi KERAMAT ALI Is that relevant;
Sir.

Tue Hon’sre Tur SPEAKER : - Of course he is developing his ideas.
Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : I am sorry, Sir, to find that

the hon. Khan Bahadur has got so much impatient and perturbed.

Hundreds of workers may starve and millions of villagers may live on
the verge of starvation and roam about naked in the villages ; but they
arc not considered by the Hon’ble Ministers so grave, serious and import-
ant as to be taken notice of. They are only prcparcd to accept that their
condition is miserable but the pretence of carrying on King’s Govern-
ment stand in the way of anything being done 1in their interest.

Tue Hox’sLe Szyur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: May 1

enquire from th= hon. msmber who is just speaking when did he meet the
Assamese villagers for the first time ?

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN AL] AHMED : 1 may tell my hon. friend
that my know.edge of the villagers and their condition is deeper than his
own knowledge.

I am very thaakful to him for interpreting me. But let me assure him
that this will not serve his purpose, We have noticed that he has been
aware of the poor and miscrable condition of the people which fact
has only led him to suggest a Committee of enquiry, without telling ws
what this Committee of enquiry can and will do. Should this proposal
be accepted it will only mean that those people who are known to the

Hon’ble Revenue Minister and perhaps those who belong to his own
constituency may get some relief.

KHAN BAHADUR Mauvravi KERAMAT ALI: Is he inorder, Sir,
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RUDDIN ALI AHMED : Iam sorry that my remarks
are %{R ﬁf&%&ngent to the hon. Khan Bahadur. Is this the way that

i d Parliamentarian should behave ?
an exlg::;:;ncgmmua Mauvravi KERAMAT ALI : I am to instruct

hlm.MR. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : Iignore his remarks.
Mer. F. W. HOGKENHULL : Let us hear something about land

TV M=, FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : The Hon’ble Revenue
Minister has suggested a Committec of Enquiry. In my opinion this
Committee of Enquiry will not brmg_ any rclu.af whatsoever to .the poor.
If the Hon’ble Minister sincerely (}1c31rcs to give them tf_le reh-ct:, he
should at once accept the resolution and devise plans of realising an
agricultural cess from those who according to him do not cultivate land
but get income from under-tenants (laughter). Does the Hon’ble Minister
realise that the zemindars and the persons who live on income derived
by letting out land to the sub-tenants are very few in the Assam Valley,
and most of such persons own nisfkhiraj and Lakhiraj lands which type of
lands are excluded from the scope of this resolution.

Khan Sahib Maulavi Sayidur Rahman while supporting the principle of
resolution, spoke a lot about <k r_cspons:bﬂxty"’. He said it was his sense
of responsibility that actuated, him to go against the fifty per cent. reduction
and compelled him to suggest 33 per cent. I am constrained to bring to
the notice of the House that, though he has been sent here this time by the
people, he has not yet changed the mentﬂh}){ of a nominated member of
the old regime. Is it his sense of responsibility.........

THE HON'BLE MAULAVI SAIYID SI‘; MUHAMMAD SAADULLA .

in order ? He is imputing personal motive.
= hcﬁR. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Sir, if he wants that we
should be responsible, I would only ask and remind him of his respon-
sibility to the people who have sent him here. He must not forget that
this time he does not represcnt the British Imperialism here but thag he
represents the poor people who have sent him “to this Assembly and whe
want fifty per cent. reduction. :

Kuan Bamapur MauLavi KERAMAT ALJ : Including the Hon’ble
Speaker.

3 Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI_ AHMED : Yes, Sir, even including my.
self. If heis only mindful of his responsibility towards the poor people
he must realise that they want 50 per cent. reduction of land revenue.
Government have failed to respond _adequately to their educationai
needs, provisions for sanitation and similar other necessities of life are also
scanty. It is only but proper that every one of us should try. g
reduce their burden by whatever method we can when we have not
been able to provide them with all they need and require. Then, Sir,
another argument has been advaunced by some of the hon. members that
if we reduce land revenue by 50 per cent., Government would be at 5
stand still. In this connection, I would like to submit here that from thig
year the Government of Assam w;ll‘ get the relief to an  extent of 51 lakhs
of rupees.. Even for arguments sake if the figures mentioned by Col. Beddow
be accepted and it is admitted that Government would lose revenue
to an extent of 41 lakhs of rupees should_ a reduction heaffected still we shall
be left with 10 lakhs of rupees more this year than Jas year. If Govern-
ment could not be at astand still last year, there is no reason to believe
that it will be at a stand still this year or the next year, Then, Sir, does

and will this consideration arise in. the minds of these honourable
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gentlemen when we come to the question of the salaries of the Ministers.
When the gliestion of giving salary to the members of this House will come,
then also this consideration will not arise while it has loomed large at time
when we are trying to give a small relief to the poor people (kear, hear).
These states of affairs will only show how public opinion is being flouted and
the things are being done against their interest. ~ The people will judge
the activities of their representatives and will give no doubt their verdict
against those who have turned deaf ears to their needs.

Sryur GOPI NATH BARDOLOI: Sir, my object in rising to
support this motion is to do away with certain misunderstandings that
have been created in the House by certain statements made by the Hon’ble
Revenue Minister and certain members of this House, but before I do so, I
consider it also my duty to give a reply to what my hon. friend Maulavi
Ashrafuddin Muhammad Chaudhuri said in regard to the position of the
Congress in other provinces. If my hon. friend had taken pains to go
through the papers, from day to day, he could find that the Congress
Ministry have, within a short space ol one month, been able to provide
sufficient relief to the people who really require the help of Government.

Tre How’sLe Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: May I
enquire, Sir, about the percentage of relief ?

Srijur GOPI NATH BARDOLOQOI: I am coming to that, Sir. The
Hon’ble Minister should have paiience to hear me.

Sir, we have definite information about the two provinces as to what
they are doing. One is Bombay and the other is Bihar. In Bihar, Sir,
we know that even without inquirying into the condition of the people, the
Congress Ministry have given a relief of 30 lakhg of _rupees and they are
also conducting an inquiry for giving further relief in respect of certain
other districts. Then, in regard to Bombay the Hon’ble Revenue Minister
can be well informed, I suppose, that not only have the lands confiscated
and sold on account of refusal to pay excessive assessment of revenue been
returned but all the outstanding dues in Caira and Bardoli Taluks have been
remitted. In comparison to that, what do we find about the work of our
Ministry ? This Ministry came to existence four or five months ago but
even up to now they have not brought forward any scheme for curtaili
the incidence of taxation on the poor people. They did not show anything
in the budget to that effect. They have rather left the whole matter for the
consideration of the House. The Ministry ought to have come forward
with all the proposals instead of leaving it for the members to suggest this
measure and that measure. . :

Then, Sir, the Hon’ble Finance Minister was trying to sidetrack the
whole issuc of this resolution by bringing in the question of the rich and
poor.
Tue HoN’BLe Mauravi Saryip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Sir, I never spoke up till now. .

Srijur GOPI NATH BARDOLOI: I am referring to no body else
except the Revenue Minister, Sir.

Tue Hon’BLE Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: He does
not mean me, Sir, because in that case he would not have used the word
¢ the Hon’ble.’

Srijur GOPI NATH BARDOLOI: I always address him as Hon’ble
Minister most gladly and heartily and would always do so.

If the Hon’ble Revenue Minister had taken the percentage of the agricul-
turists in the province (4 woice—Thanks) he would at once see that 99
per cent. of our people are agriculturists. They are, as a whole, bonafids
agriculturists and if he would just look to the figures regarding sale and

= e e ——
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< hat those persons
it would be perfectly clear t : :
“}LlaChmcnﬁyo;alsnlghd&rl::cri;c over 50 Ocli ilcar &bgl?:oxgocﬁlﬁc;léi [‘;c"cl}fct
\“: 0 actua = e. an Wwoll | A &
sufferers in the m:t[chrfi?rii::;d t?vg.?:tr’adict me on this point. melalrl:ccl
Lot IS Rc""?Im'twould appear that those people who pay asleids Si
facts and ﬁgu;lcs 1 al sufferers than those who pay less. The rcallsof{lllqs, tilr,
rev?nui’—' ar(;ctare re'l"hc: whole situation is c'i.uc to :gz ?:é;ﬁ??ﬂeri\?edl?ror;
riect 3 ive on rom
,ggicc ofsf articlcsl. P(fgﬁ};i wgﬁsthas\::;rg:totg account of tl}ish trade cigpre.ssmn,
Whiche T thi, i gormg (0. be. the._permanont D e s
ic ) ; as raised ag y :
G T,l}cn, Sir,A.thC .HC}I{I:,,I;?:?;;}][?; ;vq;crmancnt erm-;uoné'rT}Iw;d]s not s!:).
that this r_educuon is ‘iutioﬂ is very clear. Of course, Sir, hImre the
The wo ding of the {Ic?g Revenue Minister in his attempt loI show that
advocacy of L.he Hon’b anent nature but itis in fact not so. It Wis made
this measure is of a ]J't?rm:l_lat it means is that the erUCthl} is to ta c effect
clear to the House that w ble basis can be brought about in the incidence
from 1938 till some equita s that the incidence of taxation should be
of taxation. The idea ‘r? If in the mean while, the Hon’ble Revenye
distributed as fairly as possib cﬁirv through any agency that he could tske
Minister by holding any ;gq .rtainly prefer more by an inquiry through
recourse to or what I wou f;[!d come to the conclusion that this reduction
the members of this Hou}?c, CI at any rate, on_behalf of my st of the
is no longer neccessary, tc(l:nto accept the resolution. So, Sir, jt must bhe
House would be Pfcpafg ction does not aim at permanent reduction but
understood that .th; tl}—lcc ;ricvanccs of the agriculturists who are SUme'ing
it aims at removin
now. ir. the third thing that the Hon’ble Revenue Minister wag
e hat if we accepted this resolution we would brip
pleased to refer was l[hc administration (Isuppose that was the word he
about a deadlock in the reason, that there would be 2 huge reduction in
used), and that is IO;;' h is the main source of income tq the province,
the fandirevenuc, W ;ﬁc,-c also he is not stating the correct position. §;
THaEbojshiow, that es of the outstandings for the years 1933-34 and 1933’
I am giving the ﬁgul.FE‘,ir that barting the reduction that weare giving jyg¢
29pitgnill be seen, the rupee in the Assam Valley and one anna iy the
DOVt €343 arglasl;nr District, in 1933-34, Government could not realige
Tupee in t};egf ;:ﬁc] demand even as reduced. That Position has got ¢ 5
48 per cent. arrears, the same figure of collection is alsq to be founq
e Ll sam‘c Vi lch ; itis also 4875 per cent. That is the figure
in respect of{\ss}am _danY ’Challcngc I have got the report in my hanq
I have got ; li‘; mrzrﬁqot{m challenged. This would sho wwhat s the reai
I think, 18“:’ : 13 ict is that more than 50 per cent. reduction js already thepa
2 L ain if we consider that there are already 3 annas and i
Sir, to dputt_ltn dii the rupee, already, and also this unrealised 48 per cent
annﬁ rilet:;al;?d it will be found that already there has been g reductigy,
3;"1::1;6 than .‘:’:O per cent. The same thing will be found when we take
into consideration the recent figures of 1935-.36.' Here we find that in (e
1 erage 41 per cent. of the reduced demand is in arrears, There also you
.wav‘.irll be pleased to find, Sir, that 41 per cent. of the realisa_ble a :
left in arrears in the Surma Valley ; and 1t 1s 34 per cent,
Valley. Therefore, on the average you will find that_the whole collection
has never come to more than 40 per cent, of _the entire den}and, There-
fore, Sir, what is this 50 per cent, reduction, about which the hon,

-
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Mr. Beddow was saying that 40 lakhs will be going away. Another
gentleman on the other side of the House also said the same thing, but in
reality it would mean nothing more than taking away about 10 lakhs of
rupees. Therefore, Sir, is it to be said that the amount of 10 lakhs or
12 lakhs is so very great that the Ministry cannot find ways and means to
give relief to these poor cultivators by finding that amount ? My submis-
sion is that we can sufficiently retrench. We had the Retrenchment
Committee’s report under the able chairmanship of the Hon’ble the
Finance Minister, where a reduction of 30 lakhs was shown as the ultimate
reduction, and 20 lakhs as the irnmediate reduction. Although a reduction
of 8 lakhs has actually taken place there is a clez-n' balance of 12 lakhs
to be retrenched yet, and I do not think there is no room for further
reduction there : :

Therefore, Sir, my submission to the Hou_se is that by accepting the
resolution we are doing nothing, we are bringing no deadlc)(.:k, we are
bringing no difficulty in the administration of the Government, if only the
Government be sincere in providing relief for the poor.

Then, Sir, it extremely pains me to refer to certain hon. gentlemen of
this House who actually wanted to support this resolution, the other day;
but for some reason they have gone down for the proposal of my hon. friend
Khan Sahib Maulavi Sayidur Rahman.

THE Hon’sLE THE SPEAKER : Khan Bahadur Maulavi Keramat Ali,
I believe,

Srijur GOPI NATH BARDOLOI: No, Sir, it is Khan Sahib Maulavi
Sayidur Rahman who tabled the amendment for 33 per cent., Khan
Bahadur’s amendment is for 25 per cent. Sir, even there I find a reluctance
on the part of the Ministry to give relief that has been sought there. That
amendment stands for a flat reduction of 33 per cent., but even now I have
not heard the Hon’ble Revenue Minister giving any assurance that he ig
going to accept it.

As I was saying, Sir, I have been very sorry to find that tendency of
going down on the part of some hon. members. I do not know what has
happened between the first stage of the resolution the other day and now;
but it pains me to find that the cause of the poor raiyats, who actually need
relief, should have been lost sight of in the meanwhile. I consider ita
surrender of the cause of these poor raiyats.

Sir, by this resolution every district would have been benefited. In
Sylhet there are ilam lands, Cachar is a temporarily settled area, and the
rest of the Assam Valley is similarly a temporarily settled area.

Mauravi JAHANUDDIN AHMED :  What about Goalpara ?

SRijur  GOPI NATH BARDOLOI : Except Goalpara of course.
Therefore, Sir, this resolution, if given effect to will benefit everybody. So,

czcxlr}not really sece why this resolution should have been attempted to be
mo ified in the meanwhile. Any way, Sir, they may forget the cause of the
raiyats—I have nothing to say ; they will face their constituencies as best
as they like. As far as our party—the Congress party—is concerned, we
caunot JRrentt: ithe: cause of “the raiyats. We have had hundreds of
resolutions ; they have been sent from all parts of the country to all the hon.
members, and [ am sure the Hon’ble Revenue Minister must .h?we got a
large '.w”llbel’ of similar resolutions. It had alse been our privilege to go
al_)ou.L int ;;f: country and see for ourselves their po r condition. We _thm!c,
Sir, that this reduction iy adequately their due, and we will be failing in
our duty if we do not stick to this reduction. I once moreappeal to all the
membx rs of the House—to a]) the members who are rcpreseming these poor,

half starved and naked raiyats—to rige to. the occasion and give this re-
solution a chance, and see that the resolution is passcd.
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Tae Hox’BLE MAuLavi Sarvip SiR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Mr.
Speaker, Sir, certain remarks of my hon. friend the Leader of the Opposi-
tion, and his intentional or unintentional slip about mentioning my getting
up and participating in this debate, have compelled me to take my stand.

THE Hon'eLE THE SPEAKER : - He said it was unintentional.

TueE Hon’BLE Mauravi Sarvip S:iR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Very well, Sir. T admire the spirit of service to humanity, which has goaded
the tabling of this resolution in this House. I admire also the spirit in whicn
it has been placed before the hon. members for thier consideration.

1 find, Sir, two lines of thought running throughout the whole discus-
sion, first that the contryside do really require a remission in land revenue.
I am very pleased to see, Sir, that the hon. mover and many 'of his sup-
porters from the block opposite have said that this item of their resolution
was one of the principal items of their election manifesto. Therefore, Sir,
it is their bounden duty to see it implemented. I find that there are certain
other hon. members of this House who with all the enthusiasm of a convert
to a new creed have supported this resolution. Sir, I want to deal with
this question on the lines which one of the hon. members from the opposite
wanted to deal with. My hon. friend says that by passing this resolution

of 50 per cent. reduction in the land revenue assessment we will be giving
relief to the really needy. I admit that, Sir, butI am prepared to join
is_suc with him and say that the method they propose does not comparatively
give so great a relief to the poor as the measure which my Hon’ble
Colleague the Revenue Minister on behalf of the Government intends.
‘There is always a conflict between precept and practice, and I find, Sir, in
carrying out the recommendation of this resolution, they will come into
conflict. I must admit that I am a comparatively poor man.

SrRijur GOPI NATH BARDOLOI: We do not believe it.

THE HoN'BLe Mauravi Saivio S;)R MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -
I am in a better position to know.

. T'am a comparatively poor man, but if this resolution is carried and
given effect to, the relief that I will get will be about Rs.500. I have taken
:l;se?lc]‘;éné;si)zr: of msi{hon. friend Mr. Fakhruddin, to say that he pays a Iapd
eitET willween $.2,000 and Rs.3,000 a year, and therefore the relief

get, if this resolution is passed, will be over Rs.1,000 a

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: On a point of order, Sir. The
Hon’ble Minister is misrepresenting what I said, because most of my land is
khiraj and nistkhiraj, which is beyond the scope of this resolution.

THE How’BLE Mauravi Sarvip SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
My hon. friend is confusing the words. I tried to catch his speech to see
whether he said khiraj or lakhiraj. Lakkiraj lands are cexempt but khiraj lands
come within the purview of the resolution,

~ Mzr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: The Hon’ble Minister is
Imlsgepresenting the facts because I do not pay land revenue on lakhiraj
ands.

THE HoN’BLE Mauravi Sarvio S;iR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -
Very well, Sir............

: Sryur GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Does the Hon'ble Chicf
inister pay la:nd revenue on khiraj or nisfkhiraj lands ?

! The HoN'BLE Mauravi Savip S MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Cf'lgn'm)t' be confused between khiraj and lakhiraj. What I say is that I pay

for khiraj lands, and these come within the purview of the resolution as the

original resolution has been subsequent] i 3
. m Cc 0
Srijut Sarveswar Barua’s amendme?it. § R
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Then, Sir, my hon. friend Mr. Naba Kumar Dutta—(he is not present
at the moment—) pays a land revenue of Rs.7,000 annually, and therefore
the relief that he will get by this 50 per cent. will be over Rs 3,500, There-
fore I think that Government is quite justified in saying that the relief
which the actual cultivators will get will not be on a par with the relief
that my hon, friends of the tea planting group over there and my hon.
friendslike Mr. Fakhruddin Ahmed will BEf e

Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAH Will the Hon’ble Minister tell us
what is the pereentage of such people ?

THE HoN’BLE MAuLAVI SATyID Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I
am ready to answer my hon. friend. My home is in Gauhati, and I_ know
that in the Bar Library, Gauhati alone, not to speak of the whole district,
there are at least 10 persons who pay more than Rs.2,000 a Years s

SRijur DEBESWAR SARMAH: What is the population of Gauhatj ?

THE How’sLe Mauravi Saryio Sir - MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

ore than 20,000.

Srijur GOPI NATH BARDOLOI: I challenge the statement that 10
persons of the Gauhati Bar pay a revenue of Rs.10,000.

THE HoN’BLE MAULAVI SArviD Sin MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I
am just developing my point.

The system of granting relief to the poor that has been advocated by
the Government is more beneficial to the poor agriculturists than the flat
rate advocated by my hon. friends over there.

Sir, let us now come to what will be the effect of this cut. Some of the
hon. members challenged the figures placed before the House by the hon.
Colonel Beddow. The total revenue demand is Rs.1,17,68,000. A little
over Rs.20,00,000 of that comes from the permanently-settled estates and
also tea gardens.

. SrRyur GOPI NATH BARDOLOI: I can contradict him in that also.
It is Rs.29,00,000.
. Tur How’srp Mauravr Saryip S MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : It
18 not, Tt is about RS.ZS,O0,000. That leaves a little over Rs.90,00,000,
and 50 per cent. of that is Rs.45,00,000. All that my friend Colonel
Bedin_w did net mention is that jn this figure is included Rs18,00,000 the
T'emis ion on account of the 3 annas in the rupee reduction already enjoyed.
herefore simple arithmetic will show that the Government will have to

find out from somewhere nearly 30 lakhs., I will place all the correct
gures for the purpose of this debate...............

Sryur GOPI NATH BARDOL.O] ¢ What are the outstandings ?

THE Hon’sLr Mavravi Sarvip  Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

Half : L _
Rs.?r()i)o:(;](())('?l;nt, Please. And what is the remedy for making up this

SRIjur GOPI NATH BARDOLOT :

HE HoN’BLE MAULAvVT Sarvip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : If
the hon. member waits a minute, I am coming to it myself.

: Sir, these Rs.30 lakhs, what is the remedy for making up this amount ?
First is retrenchment. For the information of the House, I will aga n place
certain figures. Our establishment bill for the All-India Services is Rs.17 lakhs
and my hon. friends from each group of the House know, that this Govern-
ment or any other Government that wil] be sitting  here in futue, cannot
touch the salaries of these officers. Then the Provincial Service taeks Rs.25
lakhs. Lastly come the Subordinate and Ministerial Services. Their total
bill is Rs.78 lakhs. Those hon. members who say that they have got a very
soft heart for the poor agriculturists, must also have a soft corner of that
heart for the poor ministerial officers and servants, And, I doubt whether

What are the outstandings ?
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here is further room for any retrenchment from their salary by any appre-
iable amount. There remains only the Provincial Service which costs us

Rs.25 lakhs. Even if we reduce it by 50 per cent., the salary bill of this
serviceswill be reduced by only 12 lakhs and we have still to find about
hrown by one hon. member

Rs.18 lakhs. For that the suggestion has been t
that we should tax the zemindars.

2
Srgur GOPI NATH BARDOLOI: Who suggested that ? ‘
THg: Hox’BLE MAULAVI SAIYID SIR MUHAMMAD SAAD JLLA : My

hon. friend over there, Mr Fakhruddin Ali Ahhmc:,jd. _ Sir, in other pr?v[ilnc'cs
ini i i tration, especially in
wh Ministry is running the adminis ; :

e e 2 n agricultural income. Sir,

Bihar, they are thinking of introducing a tax on a,
somEl;ody}the other da){; said that it is no use robbing Paul to pay Peter. If

we are going to reduce the land revenuc demand ngl':gfd.éll;”i).gc‘ausc I find

Srjur DEBESWAR SARMAH: Ona point T, becat
that one point has been finished by the Hon’ble the Chlct] M1£111:]s:jtc;-, ctg,i:
he not think that if the Ministry takes a reasonably sma_ll sa ar};h it aIl);)rics
to the services and His Excellency to agree to a reduction 1n the b

that he can have some substantial saving ? g
TrE Hon’se Mauravi Sarvio Sk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : The

hon. member may do it in his own time.

In other provinces, I was referring particu :
interrupted, the question of raising revenue by a taxation on ag_I‘ICUItUT‘il
income has been mooted. As I was saying, there is no use robb}ng Pc_tcr
to pay Paul: and there is no use reducing land revenue of the agriculturists
if we want to tax their agricultural income. In the case of the middle class
agriculturists, the tax on agricultural income will tell much more heavily
than the reduction proposed in land revenue.

Tue Hon’sLe THE SPEAKER: I hope the Hon’ble Minister will
finish soon.

Tur Hon’sLE MAULAVI SATvID S;IR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA @ Yes,
Sir, I am finishing. One hon. friend spoke about remission in Congress
provinces. I have very telling figures before me and I will place them in
the hope that the cold logic of figures and the knowledge of arithmetic of
my hon. friends will suffice to appreciate the exact position. I have got
here the speech of the Hon’ble Mr. Latthe, Finance Minister of Bombay and
he comes from the great group from which my hon. friends opposite come.
The revenue receipts in Bombay are Rs.11,99,55,000 after the reductions that
were proposed to be granted by the Hon’ble Minister there. In round
figures we can take that the Bombay income is Rs.12 crores as against our in-
come which is Rs.2 crores and 80 lakhs. Now, what has the Congress
Finance Minister of Bombay given in the shape of remission ? Although
there is a difference of opinion between ourselves and our friends opposite
as to the exact meaning of the wording of the resolution, whether it is per-
manent reduction or temporary reduction till the present depression conti-
nues, apart from that consideration, let us compare the figures. The Con-
gress Finance Minister there has said that a remission of Rs.5 lakhs will be
given in grazing fees

Sryur GOPI NATH BARDOLOI: May we know what is the income
from the grazing fees ?

Tue Hon'BLE Mauravi Sarvio SR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I
do not know. I am just giving the House the total amount of remission
given by the Congress Ministry and am comparing those figures with the
figures for the Assam. The Bombay Government have decided to sanction
remission of five lakhs of rupees in the course of the next six months on such
areas as are found to be too heavily taxed. Another remission of Rs.8 lakhs

larly to Bihar when I was
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for fall in prices was granted by the previous Government and that is to be
continued. Let me quote the exact words of my Hon’ble vis-g-vis in the
Bombay Legislative Assembly: ¢ Government have been reducing their
revenue demand by nearly Rs.8 lakhs a year in order to give relief to those
who have been suffering very heavily from fall in price . So, Sir, the pre-
sent Clongress Ministry have given 18 lakhs as total remission, not a flat rate
remission or a permanent remission of anything like 50 per cent. but they
give it only in particular areas where according to them the incidence is
heavy. Compare Bombay and Assam. We have enjoyed this three-anna
redactiony b

Srijur GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : On a point of information,
Sir, was there any enhanced assessment of revenue in Bombay ?

I'He Hon’BLE MauLavi Sarvip SiIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : If
the hon. member will keep his patience, he will get all these facts.

Banu DAXSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: May I know
the comparative salaries drawn by Ministers in these two provinces ?

Tue Hon’BLE MauLAavi Sarvip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Yes.
The Ministers there are drawing Rs.500 cach because they are from the
great Congress group which has resolved that the Ministers would not take
more than Rs.500. But it also has resolved that as that salary will not be
sufficient they will be allowed to draw different kinds of allowances.

Sryyur GOPI NATH BARDOLOI : How much ?

Tue Hon’BLE Mauravi Samyip SiR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
According to my information the allowances can go up to Rs.600. But I
am told the Bombay Ministers are not drawing more than Rs.350 as
allowances.

Srjur  GOPI NATH BARDOLOT: No. Rupees 250 only. That is
limited by the resolution of the Working Committee.

Tue Hon’BLe Mauravi Saryio S;ir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
So, Sir, compare Bombay with a revenue of Rs.12 crores giving in this pre-
sent millenium Rs.18 lakhs of remission including the Rs.8 lakhs which was
given already by the previous Government.

Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Will the Hon’ble Finance
Minister quote the figures of land revenue for Bombay ?

Tue Hon’BLE MauLavi Saryip SlR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: This
is not question time and I must go on in my own way giving figures. 1 was
saying that as against that figure of Bombay, we in Assam are remitting
three annas in the rupee already which cost the province 18 lakhs. Let us
compare the incidence of Bombay and Assam. The per capita tax in Bombay
is Rs.6 per head.

I Srijur GOPI NATH BARDOLOI: No, Sir. I challenge that figure
also.

THE Hon’BLE Mauravr Sarvip S;ir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
From the speech of the Coongress Minister which I have got here............

Srjur  PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Is he prepared to give the
income of the people of Assam as well ?

Tre Hon’sre THE SPEAKER : The Hon’ble Miunister may go on

Tae HoN’BLE MAauLavi Sarvip St MUHAMMAD SAADULLA - Yes,
Sir. I quo'e the figures from the speech of the Hon’ble Finance Minister
a copy has been sent to us by the courtesy of the Bombay Government. 3

Then the Hon’ble Minister goes on to other provinces and finally comes
to Assam and says per capita taxation here is 2'26, Therefore the incidence
per capita of the raiyat in Bombay is very nearly 2} times more than in Assam,
My hon. friends will perhaps say—very well, that per capita taxation will
not help us.
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Let us go to the incidence of land revenue. Here, Sir, again I am
quoting from the same source, because my hon. friend the Leader of the Op-
position has challenged the figures. - “In Assam it was 1°25. In Bombay we
have it at 1'95 per head”. Here also hon. members will find that the in-
cidence of land tax in Bombay is much higher and heavier than in Assam.
So in all fairness, if we were to compare what the present brown bureaucracy
—which is the term used by my friends over there for the present Minis-
trics—has done in different provinces, what the Assam Ministry has done is
far superior to what has been done by Bombay.

Sryur SARVESWAR BARUA : The 3 annas reduction does not go
to the present Ministry, Sir.

THE HoNBLE Mauravi Sarvip SiR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
The sum of 8 lakhs in Bombav does not go to the present Ministry.

Srjur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Is the income per capita
mentioned in the Bombay speech ?

Tue How’sie Mauravi Sarvio Sk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
Everything I am quoting, Sir, is from the Bombay speech I have got. Sir,
one word more I must say to the credit of the Bombay Government. They
have remitted arrears of land revenue to the extent of 18 lakhs. If there is
a demand on the present Government to remit land revenue on account of
floods and drought and such other mishappening then this Government is
prepared to do that. But it has to consider the land revenue figures of
Bombay with those of Assam.

Again, Sir, lest there by any challenge of figures, I will quote from the
Hon’ble Minisier himself. “On the revenue side the main sources of in-
come consists of land revenue est:mated to bring in 3 crores 29 lakhs.”

SrRyjur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Population ?

TrE HoN’sLE MauLAvi Sarvip SR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :  The
land revenue income there is very nearly three times more than ours. If the
Bombay Government have been good enough to remit 16 lakhs of land reve-
Due as arrears, this Government with a crore of one-third of their income
will be 00 less willing to remit 5 lakhs of agricultural loans that is outstand-
g, provided a case can be made out for it. Therefore, Sir, the four months
ot the present administration can hold its own against any other administra-
tion so far as facts and figures are concerned.

Sir, I have now two more words to speak. Certain remarks have been
made by my hon. friend, Mr. Namwar Ali from Cachar complaining that
Cachar did not get the same treatment as the rest of the temporarily settled
areas. I can assure him, Sir, that if by enquiry we find that the Cachar
people are not in a position to pay, then they will get the full benefit of the
33 per cent. reduction. Similarly, Sir, I can speak of the areas of Jowai

and Jaintia Parganas—in fact everywhere—provided it is found that these
people are in such a poor condition that they are not able to pay.

Another word more, Sir. Some of my hon. friends were trying to
show a source of income to Government. We heard yesterday or the day
before yesterday from my friend Syed Abdur Rouf ang to-day from another
friend Mr. Sadagar that there are enough lands, which, if thrown open to
scttlement, will bring in about 5 lakhs., This question of Increasin (E.lhi\;a_
tion or throwing open lands for settlement is engagin e

: 54g8ing our attention. We

are trying to ask our Revenue Officers to post a list of available lands in
their offices for deserving settlers, so that the Jatter e .
mav b : . ; atter may know where lands
Y be available, and there will be no impediment about their t
Mr. A. K. GHANDA : o, B il MG, settlena gy
; About Cachar, Sir, it will he eply to
a question of the late Haji ; s ) seen in reply
q C ate Haji Idris Ali in the last Assam Council the Govern-
ingf_;;t ia71d that thr;y had realised process fees to the tune of 115 [1)80 odd in
» 17,000 odd in 1933 and in 1934 about 21,000 rupees. These amounts
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bear eloquent testimony to the present financial plight of Cachar. Now the
Hon’ble Chief Minister has said that they will hold an enquiry about the
financial condition of Cachar. That will presumably be conducted by the
Deputy Commissioner.

Tue HoN’BLE Mauravi Sarvip Sl MUHAMMAD SAADULLA - Ix
will be by the committee which my friend is proposing.

Mr. A. K. CHANDA: We are a little apprehensive about these en-
quirics by Deputy Commissioner | When a flood is causing havoc in Cachar,
the Deputy Commissioner does not realize its gravity. That is why we fear
that when he comes to an enquiry about the financial condition of the masses
the Deputy Commissioner will submit his own peculiar views there also.

Srijur SIDDHI NATH SARMA :  Sir, while moving this resolution I
made it perfectly clear to the House that the benefit of this reduction
should reach the raiyats—the under-tenants—and not the proprietors. If
the Government intends to do so, they may apply certain principles to give
effect to it and benefit the raiyats or under-tenants who occupy lands
under proprietors. ; .

Then, Sir, the Hon’ble Finance Minister gave us certain figures. But
I should say that he has quoted hopelessly wrong figures. 1 shall refer to the
report and to the book from which I am quoting my figures. Neither the
Hon’ble Revenue Minister nor any other hon. members supporting the
Hon’ble Ministers have met the arguments I advanced at the time of mov-
ing my resolution. They have not touched those figures. I quote my
figures from no less an authority than Mr. K. T. Saha’s Book. He says that
the burden of taxation is Rs.4-0-10 per head exclusive of land revenue and
Rs.5-6-7 per head inclusive of it. That means the incidence of revenue was
Rs.1-6 per head in the year 1925-26. 1In the year 1931-32 the burden of
taxation exclusive of land revenue is Rs.3-9-8 and inclusive, it is Rs.4-12-6.
That means that the incidence of revenue in 1931-32 is Re.1-3. There are
certain villages in Kamrup where the incidence is 17 annas, as I siated, at
the time of moving my resolution. But if you take the case of the whole of
Assam, it comes to 9 annas in 1931-32. And what is the income ? The
Hon’ble Minister in charge of Finance has not enlightened us what is the
income per capita of the Bombay people (fear, hear) and what is the income
here. I stated that it was -/1/6 pies and about a lac of people starve daily.
Those figures have not been challenged.

KuaN BanADUR Mauravi KERAMAT ALI: What is the figure
of Bombay ?
Srijur SIDDHI NATH SARMA

Finance Minister. Itisfor the Hon’ble
probably Rs.4-8.

Tue Hon’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Should
not the hon. member stand up while speaking ?

Sryyut SIDDHI NATH SARMA : Yes, I am standing up. Taking the
figure of Mr. Bedc-iow that there would be a reduction of 40 lakhs of rupees
even then what will be the benefit that will rea: h the people ? I say it will
be not more than 2 annas and how? In 1934-35, 50 per cent. of land revenue
was in arrear in the Surma Valley and 39 per cent. of the Assam Valle
So if we are to take the average of it, it comes to 44-5 per cent. in 1934-35.

In the year 1935-36 in the Assam Valley the arrear of land revenue i-_:-,
84 per cent. and inthe Surma Valley 41 per cent.—thus the average g
37-5 per cent. Then it ajppears that there will be no actual reduction of
land revenue if land revenue is reduced by 33 per cent. and the raiyats wil]

not get any benefit.  There will be 4'5 per cent. in arrears in spite of 33 per
cent. reduction.

That is not given (laughter) by the
Finance Minister to state. It is
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If Government accepts my resolution then there will be a real reduction
of 123 per cent. only over the arrears.

of 40 lakhs. the actual reduction come
rupees over the arrears, that is, the
over and above their arrears,

That means if we accept the figure
s to not more than 5 or 6 lakhs of

raiyats will get not more than 2 annas
That is the position.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : On a point of information.
The Hon’ble Finance Minister said that the revenue of the province will be
effccted to.an extent Of.SO lakhs. May I know from him whether that
figurc includes the receipt from Lakhiraj and Nisf-khiraj land ?

Tae How’BLE MAULAVI Sarvip Sig MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : I
have already excluded them.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALT AHMED -
the Hon’ble Finance Minister,
that amount.

THE HoN’BL_E_ SryuT  ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Sir,
inspite of the derisive spe_cch hurled at me by my hon. friend Maulana
Abdul Hamid Khan which my quondam friends have relished to their
heart’s content, I can assure the House that T have been sincere throughout
in striving for reduction of land revenue. Even to-day I am as sincere as
I was before in the matter of lightening the burden of taxation on the
poor people and I am thankful to the present Government that I have been
able to keep the pledge which I had made to the electorate that there would
be a substantial reduction of land revenue. Even in 1935 when I moved a
resolution for reduction of land revenue I spoke in the following strain :—
¢ T am not enamoured of the policy of reduction ; at all events I would not
want the reduction of revenue, if the Government could do something to
improve the condition of the raiyats so that they might be able to pay the
revenue. Thatis my position. I know very well that if a reduction of
8 annas or even 12 annasin the rupee is made it will not really improve

the pgsitioq of the raiyats. That may give temporary relief, that may tem-
porarily give them shelter, that may temporarily afford them food, that
may enable them to live on.

he on.  But any reduction of revenue will not im-
prove the position of the raivats

| 3 S at ‘nce. Iask the Government to raise
the condition of the raiyats and improve their condition, so that they may

really be able to pay the revenue which has been imposed on them. It is
for these reasons that I asked the Government to form a committee of
enquiry to go into the whole question as to what steps could really be taken
to improve their condition, how far this reduction of revenue would affect
their position and how far the realisation of the present revenue would
impair it. The whole House agreed to the resolution but tht resolution
has becn consigned to the same fate to which so many have been consigned
namely, to the waste paper _bfisket.” . ’
So that was my position at the time when T moved for reductich of
50 per cent. I suggested for an enquiry committee but it was not acceded
to by the then Government. The present Government has agreed t;
institute an enquiry info the economic condition of the raiyats. Sir, ey o
for the sake of repetition I shall re-state the whole position of the G ot
ment. The Government is not in favour of 5 flat rate of reduction O%‘e;n_
want to evolve a gradual scheme, a well-considered sche V‘vheregy'
adequate rellﬁf_Cfln be given to those who are really needy Govcmmen);
is not in a position to prepare that scheme withoy consulting the elected
representatives of the people and therefore, alth ugh the comm:ttee will cost
the Government some money, Government js Prepared to have a committee
of enquiry to go into the whole question, [f that committce says that

: From the calculation made by
my Impression is that he has not excluded
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50 per cent. reduction is necessary for certain classes of the people, Govern-
ment will give to it their best consideration. But, Sir, it will be absolutely
irresponsible on the part of the Government to give all at once an all-round
50 per cent. reduction of land revenue, because we have maintained that
it will be benefiting those who do not need it, just in the case of tea
gardens, their revenue is 16 lakhs of rupees which they pay to the Govern-
ment. They took advantage of the benefit of the reduction for two years.
After that they themselves agreed that the benefit should be withdrawn
from them, that was when the prosperity of tea began to revive. So I
hop: the whole House will realise that we must not give any benefit to the
rich. I would not agree, whatever be my position, whether I am in the
Cabinet or not, whether I am in this House or not, I would not agree
to grant reduction to those persons who do not require it. I want to
utilise every penny of this reduction which the present Govc.mmcnt is going
to grant to the benefit of those who are actually poor agriculturists. But
we cannot have the decision of the committee all at once as this will take
some time. The proposed committee will first of all decide what classes
of people would be considered poor agriculturists and all poor agricul-
turists to whichever distriot they may belong will be treated equally. There
is no distinction between a poor man of the Assam Valley and a poor man
of Cachar and we would not observe that distinction. The poor is poor
everywhere, and those poor will get reduction at a flat rate of 33 per cent.
%0 long as we do not evolve a scheme. What class of people will be
treated as poor people will be decided by a Committee. I may inform
the hon. members of this House that an average holding of a raiyatis
about 13 to 15 bighas. If we accept that as the figure, we do not think
they pay more than Rs.15 as land revenue. That may be one of the
basis of calculation, but I am not prepared to anticipate that basis. If
hon. members are so disposed I may remain out of that Clommittee.

Srijur GOPI NATH BARDOLOI: And in the meantime 25 per cent.
reduction ?

Tue Hon’BLE Srjyjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Yes
25 per cent. reduction to all alike. But those who will be classified as
poor by that Committee will get the benefit of 33 per cent. reduction for
1937-38. 1 intend that the Committee will go into the details of the
question. They will be able to find out and will consider a scheme
whereby they can recommend relief to the extent of 50 per cent. for the
poor people and for a graduated scale.
Srgur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: When will this Committee

meet ?

Tue Hon’se Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: It will
meet soon. The Committee will not prepare a list of individual poor
agriculturists. The revising authority will prepare the list according to
the classification made by the Committee.

Basu HIRENDR

A ARTI: The Com-
mittee memb CHANDRA CKAKRAV

ers will examine every individual case ?
THE HoN’sLE Srijyr ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: No..

_ The idea is that this Committee will fix a standard of land revenue
paid, that those Paying up to this amount will be treated as poor class. I
want to make a distinction between agriculturists, that is, those who
derive their income from agriculture, and others.

Sryur GOPI NATH BARDOLOI: How many stages of enquidr
will there be ? :
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Tae Hon'BLE Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: The
reduction will be twenty-five per cent. at flat rate 33 per cent. to the poor
class and then there will be a Committee to determine what further reduc-
tion should be permanently.

Srijur GOPI NATH BARDOLOI: Whatmay be the incidence of
taxation ?

TeeE HoN’BLE Sriyjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I can
quite understand my friend . he does not seem to follow my speech as he
was absent minded.

So far as 25 per cent. reduction is concerned that is given. But for
1937-38 the Committee will draw up a classification of those who will be
considered as poor class of people. Their reduction will be 33 per cent.
For revenue payable for 1937-38 the first kis¢t will be 15th of January and
the second Fkist will fall on 15th February. Before 15th of March no
distress warrants are generally issued. So on further points, the Com-
mittee will have to enquire. That will take some time. A percentage
of land revenue cannot be realised every year, and generally from those who
are not able to pay their revenue it is realised next year. For instance, for
this year 1937-38, there has been a realisation of about 3 lakhs of rupees
of uncollected arrears within two months. So arrears are collected next
year. Even then there are some fout ferars and jotro hins —there are some
people from whom nothing can be realised.

This is all that I have got to say. So Sir, I hope hon. members will
understand the difficulties of the hon. members. The hon. mover went
about villages, he told people that he would bring about a reduction of
50 per cent. In view of the fact that some reduction is being granted by
Government, he may tell his people that it was on account of his resolu-
tion that this Government has been compelled to grant this reduction.
He may safely take the escort. I would not mind that. I may go from
village to village for his sake and tell them that it is on account of his
resolution that the reduction has been granted. I hope that will satisfy
the hon mover.

So, Sir with all humility that I can command, I would ask the hon.
mover to withdraw his resolution which may otherwise be lost.

As regards my hon. friend here, i.., Mr. Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed,
I doubt very much if he can talk with the poor in the language in
which they speak.

. Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: My friend will be really
disappointed. He also canvassed against me saying this.

Tue Hon’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: If that
is the reason why he is so bitter against me, I may say, I never canvassed
against him. otherwise there might have been difference.

Tue Hon’BLe THE SPEAKER: The resolution stands after amend-
ment thus :—

That this Assembly recommends to the Government of Assam to grant
reduction of 50 per cent. of land revenue on khiraj lands payable to the

Government from the year 1937-38. ]
There are two amendments, one proposing a reduction of 33 p(ti:t‘ cent.
and another proposing a reduction of 25 per cent. As I have listened to the
So 1 propose to

debate I feel that the principle of reduct.on is accepted. el

put first the resolution to the vote so that the members, who arc 1n favour

Ef this reduction may get an opportunity of voting for the next,
rst for 33 per cent. and then for 25 per cent. reduction, in CAase

ft':xel resolution and the amendment ecommending rreduction at 33 per cent.

namely
both

‘a




(The resolution was put and the

result :—)
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10.
11.
12,
13.
14.
15.

16.

173
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.

Aves—43

. Babu Akshay Kumar Das.
. Mr. Arun Kumar Chanda.

Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjce.

. Babu Balaram Sircar.

Srijut Beliram Das.

. Srijut Bhuban Chandra Gogoi.
. Babu Bipin Behari Das,

Srijut Bipin Chandra Medhi.

. Babu Dakshina Ranjan Gupta

Chaudhuri.

Srijut Debeswar Sharma.
Srijut Ghanashyam Das.
Srijut Gaurikanta Talukdar.

Srijut Gopinath Bardoloi.

Srijut Haladhar Bhuyan.

Babu Harendra  Narayan
Chaudhuri.

Babu Hirendra  Chandra
Chakravarty.

Srijut Jadav Prosad Chaliha.
Srijut Jogendra Chandra Nath.
Srijut Jogendra Nath Barua.
Srijut Jogeschandra Gohain.
Babu Kalachand Roy.

Srijut Kameswar Das.

Babu Kamini Kumar Sen.

Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy.
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20.
21.

22.
23.
24.
25.

26
217.

. The

House divided with the following

Nors—60

. Kumar Ajit Narayan Dey.
. Srijut

Jogendra

Na
Mandal. oo

. Dr. Mahendra Nath Saijkia.
* Srijut Ram Nath Dajs.
. The

Hon’ble  Srijut

Rohini
Kumar Chaudhuri, £

. Maulavi Abdul Aziz,
. Maulavi Abcdul Bari Chaudhuri.
. Khan Bahadur Hazj

Abd
Majid Chaudhury. o

Maulavi Abdul Matin
Chaudhury.

. Maulavi Syed Abdur Rouf.
. Maulavi Md. Abdus Salam.

. Maulavi Dewan Muhammad

Ahbab Choudhury.
Hon’ble Maulavi

Md.
Ali Haidar Khan, d

. Maulavi Dewan Ali Raja.
. Maulavi Muhammad

Amiruddin.
. Maulavi Muhammad Amjad
Ali.
. Maulavi Ashraf Uddi
Chaudhury. R

. Maulavi Badaruddin Ahmed.
. Khan Bahadur Dewan Eklimur

Roza Chaudhury.
Maulavi Ghyasuddin Ahmed,
Maulavi Jahanuddin Ahmed.

Khan ‘Bahadur Maulavi
Keramat Ali.

Maulavi Muhammad Maqbul

Hussain Chawdhury.

Khan Bahadur
Mahmud Ali.

Maulavi Matior Rahman Mia.

Maulavi Mabarak Ali

Khan Sahib Maulavi Mu i

Hussain Chaudhuri, Rl
Khan Bahadur
Mufizur Rahman.

Maulavi

Maulavi

. Maulavi Munawwarali.
. Maulavi Muzarrof Alj Laskar
. Maulavi Namwar Alj Barbhuiya.

Maulavi Naziruddin
. Maulavi
Sadagar,

1 Ahmed.
Sheikh  Osman Ali



25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32,
33.
34.

35.
36.
31.

38.

39.

40.
41.

42.

43.

Mr. Kedarmal Brahmin.

Srijut Krishna Nath Sarma.
Babu Rabindra Nath Aditya.
Srijut Lakhesvar Borooah.
Babu Lalit Mohon Kar.
Srijut Mahadev Sarma.
Srijut Mahi Chandra Bora.
Srijut Omeo Kumar Das.
Srijut Paramananda Das.

Rai Bahadur Promode Chandra
Dutt.

Srijut Purandar Sarma.

Srijut Purna Chandra Sarma.
Srijut Rajani Kanta Barooah.,
Srijut Rajendra Nath Barua.

Srijut Sankar Chandra Barua

Srijut Sarveswar Barua.

Babu

a Shibendra
Biswas,

Chandra

Srijut Siddhi Nath Sarma.
Mr. Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed.
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34,

35.
36.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid
Sir Muhammad Saadulla.

Khan Sahib Maulavi Sayidur

Rahman.

The Hon’ble Shams-ul-Ulama
Maulana Abu Nasr Md.
Waheed.

Col. A. B. Beddow.

. Mr. A. F. Bendall.

. Mr. J. R. Clayton.

. Mr. W. R. Faull.

. Mr. W. Fleming.

. Mr. B. L. Barry.

. Mr. F. W. Hockenhull.
. Mr.
. Mr.
. Miss Mavis Dunn.

. Mr.Benjamin Ch: Momin.

. Srijut Bhairab Chandra Das.
. Srijut Bideshi Pan Tanti.

. Srijut

D. B. H. Moore.
R. A. Palmer.

Binode Kumar ]J.

Sarwan.

. Srijut Dhirsingh Deuri.
. Rev. L. Gatphoh.
. Mr. C. Goldsmith.

Mr. Jobang D. Marak. ;

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M.
Nichols-Roy.

Srijut Karka Dalay Miri.

. Srijut Khorsing Terang.

. Mr. P. Parida.

. Srijut Rabi Chandra Kachari.
. Srijut Rupnath Brahma,

(Ayes being 43 and Nos 60, the resolution was lost).

THE HoN’BLE THE SPEAKER : N i
) 2 ' iR : ow, there is an amen
main resolution. : shdinent igithe

This question is

“that this Assembly recommends to the Government of

Assam to grant reduction of 33 per cent. of land revenue from Khiraj lands

payable to the G

the

accepted this amendment in
the terms of the speech that

The amendment was carried,

SEU_]UT GOPI NATH BARDOLOI :
effect of the resolution, as it stands,

Tee HoN’BLE Srijur

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER :
was put by you, Sir. Vi

overnment of Assam from the year 1937-38”.

.On a point of order, Sir. I hope
will be a flat reduction.
ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I have

terms of the speech of the hon. mover, and in
I have made.

I think it has to be taken as it
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Tne How’BLE THE SPEAKER : It makes n diff
the amendment are clear. 2 B R el ssiof

Resolution regarding the abolition of the As

2 sam Legislative
Council
Srijur KAMESWAR DAS:  Sir, I have tabled certain amendments,
I want(lt)o'_}r;lovc.th;:‘m hrzst. ;I‘hfg ﬁmcndxlnents ruﬁl as follows :—
at.in lines 2 to 4 of the resolution the expression i
from the word “that” in line 2 and endir?g with C(;}!:;mcri:;?g
“members”’ be deleted.
(2)plhatstisieae oo
Tue HoN'BLE THE SPEAKER :  Order, order. There is an identjcal
motion in the name of Maulavi Munawwar Ali to be discussed to-day.
If he wants to move this motion I think he should move it now,
Mauravi MUNAWWAR ALI: Iam not in proper mood of mind,
Sir, I do not wish to move this motion to-day.
Srijur KAMESWAR DAS: (2) That the portion commencing with
“a” at the beginning of line 5 and ending with the word “of”’ in
line. 6 be omitted. e
(3) That the word “‘that’ be added after ()’ in linc.s and the words
«“he abolished” be inserted after the word “Council” in line 7.
(4) That after the figures “1935” in line 12 the words “be made” be
added. -
(5) That the word “‘that” be added after (#), in line 13 and the words
“another resolution to present to” in lines 13 and 14 be deleted
(6) That the words “‘be presented with”  be added after the word
“Assam’ in line 15. : ey
(7) That the words “aforesaid resolution’’ in lines 19 and 20 be substi-
tuted for the word “same”.
(8) That the resolution thus proposed to be amended shall read ag
follows :— L
This Assembly recommends to the Government of Assam (i) that the
Assam Legislative Council be abolished and consequent am-nd-
ment of section 60(1)(a) and other relevant portions of the
Government of India Act, 1935, be made ; and
(1) that His Excellency the Governor of Assam'bc prcscntct_l with an
address for submission to His Majesty praying that His Majest
may be pleased to communicate the same fo Parliament for
action thereon. :
1 did not move the amendment. The amended resolution reads as
fouo‘f,sri-;—is Assembly recommends to the Government of Assam (i) that
the Assam Legislative — Council be abolished and  consequent
amendment of section 60 (1) (@) and other relevant portions - of the
Government of India Act, 1935, be made ; and _ ()  that.His
Excellency the Governor of Assam be presented with an address for
submission to His Majesty praying that His Majesty may be pleased
to communicate the same to Parliament for action thereon”.
Tue Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : The hon. member has read out to
the House the amendments which he wants to make, and the resolution with
these amendments incorporated in the resolution will stand thus ;—
This Assembly recommends to the Government of A ;
e ; ; ssam (;) that the
Assam Legislative Council be abolished and consequent
. amcndﬁ
ment of section 60 (1) (@) and other rel

evant porti
Government of India Act, 1935, be made : and portions of the
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(¢i) that His Excellency the Governor of Assam be presented with an
address for submission to His Majesty praying that His Majesty
may be pleased to communicate the same to Parliament for

action thereon.

The original resolution reads thus:—

“This Assembly recommends to the Government of Assam that the
Council of Ministers do move, through one of their members,
(i) a resolution recommending abolition of the Assam Legislative
Council and consequent amendment of section 60 (1) (a) and
other relevant portions of the Government of India Act, 1935,
and (ii) another resolution to present to His Excellencv the
Governor of Assam an address for submission to His Majesty
praying that His Majesty may be pleased to communicate the
aforesaid resolution to Parliament for action thercon.”

Tue How’sLe THE SPEAKER: I do not know whether any hon.
member has any objection to the resolution being moved with the amend-
ments proposed.

KuaN SauB Mavravi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY: Mr.
Speaker, Sir, I have got objections against the amendment that has been
moved. As to the latter part of the amendment that His Excellency the
Governor of Assam may be presented with an address for submission to His
Majesty praying that His Majesty may be pleased to communicate the sam=
to the _Parliarncnt for-action thereon, I think this portion is not regular, as.
according to the Government of India Act this portion cannot be admitted
and discussed by the House. My first point is this that in sub-section 3 of
f;‘;f;?n 303 it has been provided “so /ar as regards any such amendment as ts
. ecti;zn&):g ]f;:;,igmﬁfl (G)IOJI; the last preceding sub-section, the provisions of sub-
el ) section shall apply to a resolution of a Provincial Legislature when-

bassed, but, save as aforesaid, those provisions shall not ly t Luti
passed before the expiration of ten years,in th i AR L
Legislature 4 ] years, ¢ case of a resolution of the Federal
e Pfovin;:ijl}?n the establishment of the Federation, and in the case of a resolution
face of what T ﬁiﬁiﬂmﬁ’ J:r i ‘{,“‘ commencement of Part III of the Act”. 1In the
present quoted above this House cannot even recommend or
Majestya;e?oddrc}fs to His Excellency the Governor for submission to His
of the Govezlfxlgnix%l;%gg?aoalg Ytgrslﬁ‘O}il'{l el Soreeent of ].f’art e
= th%llftter portion of this resohfti.orx Rt L b ate b

! en, again, with regard -t < i :
twdc CCLunCil }:)c aboliahcdgand go::ll'slgqf;;i p;rl;lttl:?lr;h:’ilcagt ct)?csccl:isosznéﬂlfﬁlséz)-
ana other relevant portion: :
whether an individupal Igc:ngirﬂ:;‘ t(i?: tf_;;l:;ceqt S Lgm dounctil
Iu‘tion Glcithifbon: Ay e s that et irrlcs clom‘pet‘cnt to move a reso-
this House, if it is admitted by you, Sir, can & €l;r1t}r in the procedure of
even then, Sir, if the amendment is allovéed gct o¢ called in question but
what will be the legal consequence of it ? S}im discussed in this House,
for_ discussion’s sake ? Should we make ;:I Should we discuss the same only
point is this, supposing the House has o 1is House a Debating Club ? My
have passed this resolution, what wil] iscussed the amendment, and they
resolution ?  Here I refer to sub-sc::? be the legal COnscqucricc of this
proviso. Sub-section (4) provides “101? (4) E)f section 308, and the first
before or after the commencement ca His  Majesty in Gouncil may at any time
referred in the last preceding syb-sopt; art Il of  this Act, whether " the ten years
address as is mentioned in this ";c won have elapsed or not, and whether any _such
make in the provisions o i ji ;on has been submitted o His Majesty or 1ot
section (2) of this section. Provided t/f:—; Such amendment as {5 referred to in sub-
() & no such address has been submitted to

——

"

—
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His Majesty, then, before the draft of any order which it is proposed to submit to
His Majesty is laid before Parliament the Secretary of State shall unless it appears to
him that the proposed amendment is of a minor or drafting nature, take such steps as
His Majesty may direct for ascertaining the views of the Government and Legislature
in India who would be affected by the proposed amendment and the views of any
minority likely to be so affected and whether a mujority of the representatives of that
miriority in the Federal as the case may be the Provincial Legislature support the
proposal .

Sir, if this resolution is passed then who will submit this _resolution to
the Secretary of State for India or to His Majesty for submission to the
Parliament. I submit that even if His Excellency agrees to _that, I_ am
afraid he will act against the statutory provision. Again, if it is submitted,
this will be sent bank for ascertaining the views of the Government and the
legislatures and others who would be affected by the present amendment.
This shows that His Excellency cannot send the resolutions to His Majesty’s
Government for submission in the Parliament.

Tue HoN’BLE THE SPEAKER : There are two questions ; the first
question is whether this amendment should be accepted and if the amend-
ment be accepted then the question would arise whether the resolution as
would stand after amendment can be moved or not.

Rar Bamabur PROMODE CHANDRA DUTT: I object

to the proposed amendment on the ground that this is no amend-
ment at all but is an entirely different resolution altogether. The
original resolution as it stood was worded in the terms of section 308
asking the Council of Ministers to move in the matter. The present resolu-
tion is not to ask the Council of Ministers to’ move in the matter at all, It
asks the Government of Assam to express an opinion that this Second Cham-
ber is unnecessary and then to take any further action that it likes. That
is entirely a different matter not covered by section 308 but is independent
of it. I submit it is not an amendment at all. It is a different resolution
altogether and as such notice ought to have been given of it in the ordinary
way.
THE HoN’BLE THE SPEAKER : The resolution as originally framed has
two parts. Under the first part it will be necessary for the House to come to
a decision as to whether the Upper Chamber should be abolished. Then
comes the the second part which is a request to the Hon’ble Ministers to
adopt a certain procedure in order to secure the abolition of the Upper
Chamber. If the resolution is passed it would practically be the decision of
the House that the Upper House be abolished. L

Rt Bamapur PROMODE CHANDRA DUTT: In the resolution the
Ministers are requested to move in the matter with a view to see that the
House is abolished. That means that the Ministers should proceed as laid
down in section 308. Here it is not the Ministers that are asked but the
Government of Assam which term would include not only the Ministers but
also the Governor. That is entirely a different matter.

Tue HoN'BLe THE SPEAKER : The original resolution is wider in its
scope in the sense that it seeks to prescribe a more elaborate procedure.
First the House was to decide whether the Upper Chamber should be abo-
lished. And then the question arises whether the Ministers should be asked
to adopt the procedure prescribed by it. I think the amendment as it stands,
first asks the House to come to a decision that the House should be abo-
lished. It wants to make explicit what is really implicit in the resolution.
The next thing is that the Ministers should be requested to have a resolu-
tion passed by this House in terms of section 308. Is that not so ?
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Kuian Saum Mauravi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI:
On this point, Sir, the first part of the original resolution is: “This x_ﬁs.scm-
bly recommends to the Government of Assam that the Council of Ministers
do move.. » for the abolition of the Second Chamber.

Tae Hon’srLe THE SPEAKER : That necessitates that the House
should come to a decision that the Upper Chamber should be abolished.
Otherwise, how can they request the Ministers ?

Ra1 Bamapur PROMODE CHANDRA DATTA: That is perfectly
correct. But what have we here ? This Assembly recommends to the
Government of Assam that it should declare that the Second Chamber is not
required in this province. ‘Government of Assam’ would not mean only the
Hon’ble Ministers sitting here but would also include the Governor. The
request is not only to the Ministers but also to the Governor and so this is

entirely a different matter from what was contemplated in the original
resolution,

KHAN SauB Mauravi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: 'I_‘hc
original resolution requested the Hon’ble Ministers to move a resolution
that the Second Chamber be abolished and does not cover......

TrE Hon’sLE THE SPEAKER : I think the hon. member has not reali-
sed what I have said. The House should first come to a decision that the
Upper Chamber should be abolished. That is implicit in the resolution.

KnaN Samm Mavravi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI:
This' House requests the Ministers to move a resolution that the .Upper
Chamber should be abolished, that is the implication.

Srjur KAMESWAR DAS: I submit that the primary object in the
ﬁrst. portion of the resolution was the abolition of the Second Chamber. To
achieve this object the Ministers were to be requested to take steps in their
own hands and adopt a certain procedure, So what the main resolution
wants to mean is that the House do express its opinioni on the question of
abolition of the Upper Chamber. 1In the proposed amendment in place of
the Ministers bringing in a resolution to abolish the Upper Chamber a
private member wants to do it. So there is only the change in the person-
nel of the mover and the resolution is otherwise substantially the same as
before. The same view was taken at the time of discussing the cut motion
on the Upper Chamber when there was a suggestion by the Hon’ble the
Chief Minister that during the period of ten years the Ministers were not
able to make this motion but there was nothing in the Government of India
Act which barred a private member to bring forward a motion of this type.

qu-sectmn (4) of section 308 rather suggests that there is no such bar for a
private member to bring forward a motion of this nature,

Tue Howmre THE SPEAKER: The second part of the amended
resolution becomes quite a different thing. The object is changed, I
speaking about the wording of the resolution, The second part g(’)f t.h ot
lution is quite different from the second part of the amend (Ii luti € reso-

Sryjur KAMESWAR DAS : € Oiginal resbliting. st (7o
ther resolution to present to His Excellency ¢} %Utlon was: ‘““(if) ano-
address for submission to His Majesty pra : 1{:1 R ]
pleased to communicate the aforesai D ool gitat His Majesty may_be

amended resolution is “that Hijs Excgle?cs;.rlutt}lgn téOParliamen; ”X."mTIl;g
ress for submission to His Majes:; rr;iray?ng :ﬁ:t His
ame to Parliament for action
resolution are substantially the sam S atiche o o

(=45
Mauravr Sarvip

i Breat force in ‘th i
Sahib Mudabbjy Hussain alnnd lc{:ibjBf:

entire procedure of moving in this mat

S:IR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
tions raised both by my friends Khan
hadur Promode Chandra Datta. _The
ter is there in scction 808. And that is
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the reason why my hon. friend originally framed his
one of the Ministers to bring in a motion. The original resolution runs
This Assembly recommends to the Government of Assam that the Council
of Ministcrs do move, through one of their members, etc.” But when it
was pointed out the other day that sub-section (3) of section 308 would bar
the Ministers from moving in the matter within ten years from the com-
mencement of Part III of the Act my friend Srijut Kameswar Das has tried
to-amend his resolution in the form which stands thus: ¢This Assemblv
recommends to the Government of Assam - (1) that the Assam Legislative
Council be abolished and (2) and amendments to section 61 and other
relevant portions of the Government of India Act be made.” This I think,
Sir, offends against section 308, because in sub-section (1) of that section the
procedure is mentioned only for a Minister. ‘ '

resolution requesting

Tue Hon'srLE Tue SPEAKER: Sub-section (3) says that the provisions
of sub-sections (1) and (2) do not apply to any resolution passed within ten
years. Does it not apply ?

Tre Hon’sLe Mauravi Sarvio SiR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Those provisions do not apply to any resolution passed within ten years.

- THe Hown’srk THE SPEAKER : A resolution can be passed, but not
according to this precedure.

Tue Howsre Mavravr Sarvio S;ir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
Then what will be the effect of the present resolution ?  Will it be within

the competence of the Government of Assam to abolish the Second Cham-
ber ?

THeE Hon’BLe THE SPEAKER : Itis not. But the Assam Government
have to move the authorities.

"TeHE Hon'sre Mavuravi Sarvin Stk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
That cannot be done within ten years.

Tue Hon'Le tHE SPEAKER : Of course the Government will have
to follow that procedure. But does it debar the House from following this
procedure within ten years ?

TrE Hox’BLE MAULAVE SATyid S;r MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: It

1s open to a member of the House to move a resolution.

Tue HoN’sre te SPEAKER : What is the harm in asking the Minis-
ters to foliow this procedure. The hon. mover’s intention and hope is that
the Ministers will be able to forward it even though it will be before ten

‘years.

Tue HoN'BLE MAULAVI Sarvio Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : if

T e : in the it will be forwarded, but
the initiative will not be with the Ministers.  1¢ will be with the members.

Tue HoN'sLe T SPEAKER . As T read the section, I think, if after
ten years theie is a proposal to abolish the Upper House, then the stricter
“procedure like the one prescribed in section 308(1) should be followed, But
before ten years if there is a desire to abolish the Upper House, then whiat
is the harm in following this procedure ?
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e Hon'sLe Mauravi Sarvio Sk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : All
1 can say is that such a procedure is not laid down in the Act.

Tue How'sre THE SPEAKER : If you look at the section, it would
seem that there is nothing absolutely barring this House from following that
procedure, if it is thought necessary.

Tue HonBLE Mauravi Sarvip Sik MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : 1
will not go so far. Sub-section 3 clearly provides that the provisions of sub-
scction (1) shall not apply to any resolution passed before the expiration of
ten years in the case of a resolution of a Provincial Legislature. Sub-section
(1) says : —*“Subject to the provisions of this section if......any Provincial
Legislature on motions proposed in each Chamber by a Minister on behalf
of the Council of Ministers pass a resolution recommending any such
amendment of this Act or an order in Council made thereunder......
Therefore this sub-section clearly relates to a motion by a Minister on behalf
of the Council of Ministers and not to one by a member.

Tue Hon’sre THE SPEAKER : Sub-section (4) also contemplates that
there should be some other way. So the amendment does not go against
the provisicns of section 308.

Srijur KAMESWAR DAS : Sub-section (4} proviso (1) allows an
amendment of the Act before the expiry of ten years.

Rar Bauapur PROMODE CHANDRA DATTA: Sir, as youhave
very rightly observed, the object of this resolution as amended and as it
originally stood is the same, the only difference being the procedurc to be
followed in cither case. This procedure is quite difterent in one case as
compared with the other. That is why I say that the amendment i3 not an
amendment, but an entirely different resolution.

Toe HowxBLe THE SPEAKER: I have heard the hon. mover.
'tI}"hcrc has been an objection raised by Khan Sahib Mudabbir Hussain to
b ¢ amendment being accepted by the House. I have listened to what he
h:‘fr:?q das aIl'O to what Rai Bahadur Dutt and the Hon’ble Chief Minister
paves aid. It appears to me \:.hat, although the object of the amendment

> same as that of the original resolution, the amendment proposes a
certain procedurc which is not the procedure proposed in the original
resolution. I think it will not be in order to substitultc the amendment in
place Qf the original resolution where a different procedure is suggested. In
that view I hold that it will not be fair to the House to ask it to discuss the
amendment and not the original resolution. Will the hon. Rai Bahadur
tell me what he has to say about the adoption of the procedure prescribed
by section 308, so far as the original resolution is concerned ?

~ RarBanapur PROMODE CHANDRA DATTA: Itwould beab
Sir, because there is a definite procedure laid down fo : defini o
If th dure is followed, i L B Cemie Duppose.

at procedur ollowed, it cannot be followed unless t
passed from the commencement of Part 111 of the Act S ten years have

Tue Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER :  This proced i
the Ministry. If the Ministry chooses they san apenes ¢ oy, Goomed bY
that the Upper House should be abolish ? can suggest to the Government

Ra1 Bauabur PROMODE CHANgR'A 1!_)5 there any other way ?
ernment would mean the Hon’ble Min; ATTA: Certainly, Sir, Gov-
Hon’ble Ministers will come in j iisters and the Government, so the

_right has been given to move, B tn. any case. To the private member 10
House to move a resolution a;kinutllqt '8 quite open to a member of this
to His Majesty’s Government ,1‘51 ¢ Government of Assam to forward it
ETovisions, - ‘hatyoucan do, but it is apart from the
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Tue Hon'srLe THE SPEAKER: Whereis the .ruIc that the hor.).
member proposing the resolution cannot ask the Minister to follow 1§hls
procedure ? If before tea years the menbers want to move a resolution
like that, where is the bar ? i

Rar Barapur PROMODE CHANDRA DATTA : There is no bar, but
the only reply of the Ministers will be that ten years have not passed.

Tie How’sLe THE SPEAKER: I cannot presumec like that. If the

House wishes to pass such a resolution it will be up to the Ministers to

comply saying that they are only carrying out the wishes of the House.

Rat Bartapur PROMODE CHANDRA DATTA: The Ministers w'll
at once say, ten yecars have not passed and we cannot do anything of that
kind. They are prohibited by law. ; d

Tue Hon'sir Tie SPEAKER : Then what is the meaning of sub-section
(4) which says that power has been reserved to His Majesty in Council to
make any amendment at any time ? What does scction 308(4) really

contemplate then ?
e PROMODE CHANDRA DATTA: Anybody can

Rar BAHADUR : : :
present an address to the Governor asking him to forward a certain resolu-

tion of this House to His Majesty’s Government. There is_ nothing to
prevent that. All I can say is that in the normal course nothing is to be
done within ten years Ifanything is to be done by His Majesty only, that
can be moved by anybody.

Sryjur GOPI NATH BARDOLOI: My submission is this: under
section 308 there may be a definite procedure laid down in respect of
motions by Ministers ; but there is no bar for any member of this House to
move a resolution. As a matter of fact, I think, that was the interpretation
which was put by the Hon’ble Chief Miaister the other day. What we
were further assured by the Hon’ble Chief Minister is that the Ministry
would be in perfect sympathy with such a resolution. When there is no bar
to action in that particular line I do not see why the matter cannot be
%kcn up in the shape of the resolution tabled by hon. Srijut Kameswar

as.

Kuan Sauis Mauravi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: If
there be no bar of approaching His Majesty by this House other than by
section 308, then why this has been provided—“the Secretary of State may
take such steps as His Majesty may direct for ascertaining the view of the
Governments and Legislatures in India”. This shows that if the Legislature
has given their verdict on this and if it has been sent to His Majesty for
taking action, then why again this matter will come up to this Legislature
for ascertaining their views ? This shows that we have no other alternative
but to go by this section 308,

Tre Hon'sre TaE SPEAKER : I have again heard the hon. members
on the question whether the resolution itself is barred by the provisions of
section 308. My reading of the section does not lead me to hold that the
provisions of section 308 bar such a resolution, All that sub-section (3)
says is that the procedure as laid down in sub-section (1) shall not apply
toany resolution passed before the expiration of 10 years and the word
‘resolution’ really refers to a resolution to be passed by the Ministry in
compliance with the provisions of sub-section (1) of section 308. That is
if after 10 years the Ministry wants to proceed in the matter the proccduré
for them is laid down in section 308, sub-section (1). But sub-section (4) of
section 308 contemplates that amendment of the provisions of the Govern-

ant of Indi?. Act relating to matters enumerated in sub-section (2), includ-
ing the question of abolition of the Upper House, may be brought up before
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His Majesty in Council in other ways. Andit c

before the lapse of 10 years an address 'ymay be prmiﬁ?g igm}lvsisthh;}[tag;tm
for amending the provisions of the Government of India Act refcrred-go-i'r};
sub-section (2) and.I think if the members of the House want to present an
addrcgs to His Majesty in Council, the provisions of section 308 do not
stand in the way. They will also be within their rights if they suggest the
procedure to thc.Mzmstcrs, namely, the procedure aslaid dowﬁgin sub-
section (1) of section 308. Sub-section (3) of section 308, although it : j
that the Ministry, if they want to follow any procedure 'aftc,,r 10 yea.grs hs:; y
to follow the procedure laid down in sub-section (1) of this section d:)cs n‘(r)i
preclude the members of the House to ask the Ministry even to follow this
procedure before 10 years. My reading of sub-section (3) does not lead me
to hold thatit providesan absolute bar to the Ministry - to move in the
matter even before 10 years. Ifa Legislative Council functions for 10 years:
and if there be a proposal to abolish the Council, a stricter procedure is
necessary and that stricter procedure has been laid down in section 308,
and I do not think that the members will not be within their right if they
ask the Hon’ble Ministers to follow even that stricter procedure. It has..
been admitted in this House by hon. members including cven the Hon’ble
Chief Minister who have urged against this resolution that the House will be

quite in order if it passes a resolution for the abolition of the Upper House.
ective uniess an address

If that is so, how is that resolution to be made effc

be presented to His Majesty in Council ? I, therefore, cannot sce why the
House cannot adopt this procedure. In this view of the section 308, I am
inclined to hold that the resolution is quite in order. 3 .

KiAN Bazapur Mauravi KERAMAT ALL: Without questioning
your ruling, may I know if an address is to be presented it will not have to.
go through the Speaker or it will have to go through Ministers.

Tue HoxsLe THE SPEAKER: Hon. members will decide according
to the procedure that had been Jaid down for the purpose. If the hon.
members of the House so decide it will have to go through the Speaker. If
an address is to be presented at the instance of the Ministry, there is no bar
{0 the resolution being passed. There is a recommendation to the Ministers

to move a resolution for presenting an address.
Kiran Bamapur Mauvpavi KERAMAT ALI: After resolution they

will have to wait for ten years ?
Tue Hox’sLe THe SPEAKER: I do not think so. They would be
e House and if the House prescribes a pliogcdurc
o not

identical with that prescribed by sub-section (1) of section 308,
think sub-scction (3) would stand as an obstacle. The Ministers are not
taking the initiauve. Itis really the House that is taking the initiative.
Sub-section (3) only says that the Ministers cannot take the . initiative
themselves before the expiry of ten years from the inauguration of the

Constitution.
Sryur KAMESWAR DAS: Sir, I begto move that—
to the Government of Assam that the

This Assembly recommends
hrough one of their members,

doing 6 at the request of th

Council of Ministers do move, t islati

(i) a resolution recommending abolition of the Assam Legislative

Council and consequent amendment of scction 60 (1) (a) and
Act, 1935 ;

other relevant portions of the Government of India

and

(#) another resolution to present to His Excellency the
Assam an address for submission to His Majesty P
}115 Majesty may be pleased to communicate the 2
resolution to Pariiaincut lor action thercon,

Governor of

ing that
it foresaid
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Sir for meitis a very difficult and comolicated matter to do any
Jjustice to the subject under discussion. I was not a-student of constitutional
history and have very little knowledge of practical administration. I tabled
this resolution only because I thought that no Second Chamber was neces-
sary at the present moment for Assarp and _that the popular opinion was
against it. The other day, in connection with the cut motion of my hon. -
friend, Srijut Mahadev Sarma, several hon. members of the House expressed _
the same view, namely, that the Second Chamber should go. The Hon’ble
the Chief Minister also said that none of the members of the present Cabinet
were against the abolition of the Upper Chamber. He, however, wanted
to have a full dressed debate on the matter so as to enable the Government -
to place all the materials before the authorities_ fo‘r their consideration. [
have already said that I shall not be able to do justice to the subject under
consideration, yet I feel bound to say a few words in support of my contcn-
tion. From a reference to section 74 and other relevant portions of the
Government of India Act, 1935, it appears that the main functions of the
Upper Chamber seem to be to review the Bills passed by the Assembly and -
to endorse the Governor’s exercise of the special powers by acting as a check
on any hasty measures of the Assembly. But from a reading of the workings
of the last reformed Couneil it appears, Sir, that no Second Chamber isa
necessity in Assam to revise any Bills or to prevent frequent vetoing by the
Governor. The present constitution of the Assembly is an advance upon-
the constitution of the old Council and such that the Governor will probab.
ly find very few occasions to exercise his power of vetoing. Then again, it
is likely that both the Chambers will be manned by members who are-
influenced by the same political complexion of the time. In that case the
Upper Chamber, instead of helping the Governor as a check, will make his
position more difficult. The Assembly is constituted of representatives and
responsible members and nobody will deny that some of the best of men of
the province are in the Assembly. The existence of the Second Chamber
is likely to lessen the sensc of responsibility in the members of the Assemb]
themselves. Not only this, in case of disagreement between the Chambers-
with regard to certain decisions arrived at by the Assembly there will be
continual conflict and the Assembly will be discouraged to’ carry on its
normal works with zeal and fervour and a sense of inferiority or a sense o‘f
superiority in the members will prevent any smooth working of the
Chambers. e, . TR ot

Apprchension was entertained in certain quarters that in the Assembly
a substantial proportion of.thc House would consist of a number of young
men with very little experience or with no matire experience, and hurried
legislation would have been pressed requiring frequent revision. It was
then expected that the Upper House would be representative of experience
and of expert knowledge to act as a stabilising factgr, not by competing for
power with the Assembly, but by revising or delaying legislation, thus giving
an opportunity to the members of the Assembly for a second consideration

of the subject. From a study, however, of the present constitution of this
Assembly and of the Upper House and of the fact that a very good pro-
portion of the best of men with wide experience fought for seats in the Asseme
bly and avoided fighting for the Upper Chamber, it is clear that neither
the apprehension about the Lower House nor the expectations about the
Upper House could have any bearing on the facts.

The Lower House is more representative of the masses and there are
no interests not represented or under-represented in the Assembly, which
are adequately represented in the Upper Chamber, There is no statutory
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jon of the backward, the tribal "or the labour

people—of Commerce, Industry, planting and mining—in the Upper
House. The proportion of general and Muhammadan seats are about the
same there as in the Assembly. Only in the case of European scats there
has been a disproportionatce increase there being two European seats there
in place of one in the Assembly where the proportion of members is about
five times that of the Upper Chamber. The European community being,
however, well represented in the personnel ot the Planting group in the
Assembly it will, therefore, be not wrong to say that their interests will not
suffer by the abolition of the Upper Chamber. Jo

" In some respects the Upper Chamber is a duplication of ‘tlrfc_ As.scmbly
and in other respects it is a hindrance to the growth of responsibility in the
members of the Assembly. The Upper Chamber has been given unduly

greater power inasmuch as the members of the Upper Chamber being less
ho are really the represent-

than one-fifth of the members of this Assembly w /
ither to reject or to amend

atives of the pcople have been given the power €l o

a legislative measure which this Assembly may have passed afte ‘
way the small power said to

deal of consideration. This practically takes a
The Second Chamber far from

have been given to the popular legislature. f
conducing to stability will, therefore, tend to aggravate discontent as 1t goc3

on impeding measures designed for the benecfit of the masses who have always
been neglected in the past. The question of finance is also another con-
sideration we must take into account at the present moment for running a
Second Chamber.

Considering that the Assembly is sufficiently rcprcscntativc of all inter-
ests in Assam, considering that the Assembly and not the Upper Chamber
is the aim of the cxpcricnccd pnlitical brains of the province. considering
that the Chamber is a duplication only of the Assembly in a miniature scale
and is likely to be a hindrance to the growth of full responsible Government,
considering that the Second Chamber is likely to compete for power and to
interfere with the small powers given to the Assembly, considering that it is
unnecessary to over-burden the province with a greater burden (of cost) for
an institution which will have no scope to do any real good to the mass
people and considering that the great majority of the mass people are against
the Second Chamber, I request that the hon. members of this House will
unhesitatingly lend their support to this resolution. Sir, with these few

words, I resume my scat.
Tue Hon'sre tae SPEAKER : The resolution moved is that this
Assembly recommends to the Government of Assam that the Council of
Ministers do move, through one of their members, ;
(s) a resolution recommending abolition of the Assam Legislative
t of section 60 (1) (a) and

Council and consequent amendmen ion 0
other relevant portions of the Government of India Act, 1935 ;

and
(#i) another resolution to present to His Excellency the Governor of
Assam an address for submission to His Majesty praying that

His Majesty be pleased to communicate the aforesaid resolution

to Ifarliamcnt for action thercon.
(No discussion could take place for want of time.)
The House stands adjourned till 11 o’clock on Tuesday, the 31st August

19317.
Shillong, A. K. BARUA,

18tk October 1937. ) Secretary, Legislative Assembly,

provision for representat

Assam .



