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Proceedings of the second Session of the first Assam Legislative
Assembly assembled under the provisions of the
Government of India Act, 1935

The Assembly met at the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 11 a.m., on Wednesday, the
4th August 1937

Kuan Sams Mavravi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI : I
rise, on a point of information, Sir. Yesterday, we heard son cthing
of starred and unstarred questions, We have been told by the Hon’ble
Speaker that supplementary questions are to be put when the questions are
starred. Sir, if that be the fact, T am afraid, in the next session of the
Assembly almost all the questions would be starred questions. According to
the practice of the British House of Parliament, supplementary questions are
not to be put on unstarred questions. If the replies to the starred questions
are not satisfactory then motions are brought in on the subject. This means
that the starred questions are of general public importance and of urgent
and immediate nature. For ourfuture. guidance we want a ruling on this
point from the Chair.

Tue Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : I am afraid, the hon. member misunder-
stood me ycsterday. I pointed out to the hon. members that the original
object of this distinction of starred and unstarred questions was that the
supplementary questions would be allowed only on the answers to the starred
questions and there would not be any supplementary questions on the
answers to the unstarred questions ; but so far as the rule of this House js
concerned supplementary questions are allowed on the answers of both
starred and unstarred questions, and I would point out to the House that
unless the starred questions are exhausted, unstarred questions would not
come up. Yesterday [ also made it clear that I would consider the question
whether the unstarred questions which were put up for yesterday would be
taken up to-day after the starred questions were finished.  Now this Hon’ble
House is awa e that thereis a Rule Making Commiftee appointed by this
House and I think, the hon. member who raised the point of order is also a
member of that Committee. In that Committee, this question was discussed
and the members of the Committee also requested me: to dré}lt some rules
relating to the manner in which starred and unstarred questions s_should be
answered. This question would come up again in the Rule Making Com-
mittee and at that time the desire of the House would be considered and
definite rules would be framed. Supplementary questions are to be put to
question No.22 of yesterday’s starred questions.

QUESTIONS AND' ANSWERS
STARRED QUESTIONS
Trial of criminal cases in Nalbari
Srijur SIDDHI NATH SARMA asked :

*#91. Is it a fact that a First Class Magistrate is sent from Gauhati to
Nalbari every week to try criminal cases there ? —
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*22, If the answer to question *21 above is in the affirmative, will the
Hon’ble Minister in charge be pleased to state— '

(a) How often the said officer goes to Nalbari ?

(6) What works are done by the said officer at Nalbari ?

(¢) Whether a copy of resolution urging the Government of Assam'
to discontinue the holding of the Criminal Court at Nalbari on
the ground stated therein, passed in a meeting of the members
of the Lawyers® Association, Gauhati, held on the 2nd July
1937, and copies of similar resolution to the same effect from
the public of the affected places, have been received by the
Government of Assam ? If so, . :

(d) What steps do Government proposc jto take in view of the
public demand stated above ?

Tue Hon’srLE Srjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

21.—Yes.
22.(:)—Once a week.
(4)—TTrial of criminal cases.
(¢)—Yes, both for continuance as well as against it.
(d)—The matter is engaging the attention of Government. ;
Srijur SIDDHI NATH SARMA : For how many days in a week this
officer go s to Nalbari ?
Tue Hon’sre Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I want

notice of that question. la ;

Srijur SIDDHI NATH SARMA : Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge
aware that there is no Hazat or lock-up at Nalbari ?

Tue Hon’sre Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :  For whom,
Sir ?

Srijur SIDDHI NATH SARMA : For the under-trial prisoners.

Tue Hown’srLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: There is
a police lock-up, as far as I understand.

Sryjur SIDDHI NATH SARMA : What is the size of that lock-up ?

ThE Hon’sre Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I had
never been inside there (laughter). iy ;

Sryur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Will the Hon’ble Minister in
charge of law and order please state why Government did not open any
court lock-up as against the police lock-up ?

THE Hon’sLe Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: The
Hon’ble Minister in charge of law and order will answer that. ‘

THE Hon’BLE MauLAvVT SAryd STk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:  Will
the hon. member please repeat his question ? >

. Srjur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: By the word ¢ Hon'ble

Minister in charge of law and order” T mean the Hon’ble Minister in ¢harge
of courts and so I want an answer from him. ;

THE Hon’Bre Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Will the
hon. member please repeat the question ?

Srjur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Did it not occur to Govern-

‘ment at the time of starting this court at Nalbari that there should also be

a judicial lock-up as against the police lock-up ?

Tre Hon'sie Sryut ROH}}NI KUMAPR CHAUDHURI: [ am not
awarc o it. As a matter of fact, no difficulty has been experienced in carry=
ing out the work at Nalbari because, as far as I know, most of the Hazat
prisoners are let off on bail and actually no such difficulty arises.



148

Srijur GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : My information is that the
Hazat prisoners are taken everyday from Gauhati to Nalbari in the morning
and they are sent back in the evening and have to go without food except
fried rice and gur. Thus the poor prisoners have to suffer very much. Now

- I want to know whether the difficulties of the prisoners who are sent from
Gauhati to Nalbari for trial have been brought to the notice of the Hon’ble
Minister and whether the Government propose to remedy this grievance ?
Tue Hon’sLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I have no
information. A
Srijur SIDDHI NATH SARMA : Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge
aware that the prisoners are given fried rice instead of boiled rice and dal ?
Tue Hon'’srLe TaE SPEAKER : We should rather pass on to the next
question.

Next Local Board Election

Sryur JOGENDRA NATH BARUA asked :

#93  When does the Government propose to hold the coming Local
Board election ? A

%24, Is there any Government proposal to raise the number of Local
Board members, in each Board, considering the increased numbers of elec-
torates ? . FAL

#95 Does the Government propose to do away with nomination to
Local Bodies, in view of the introduction of Provincial autonomy, where the
system of nomination has been abolished ? ) akis

*96. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to introduce a Bill in the

E : LS
present session of the Assembly to do away with nomination

Tuae Hon’erE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied : '

23.—The reply to question, *23 is ¢« the matter is under cons‘lderatinn".
The reply to questions *214 to *26 is this that the Whglc question Pf the
reconstitution of the Local Board is at present under the consideration of
Government. . ) E :

SIKII_]UT KRISHNA NATH SARMAH: Will the Hon’ble MmlSt(;r in
charge of Local Self-Government be pleased to state whether he received
any resolution from the Jorhat Local Board riga{ilggtha? increase in the
number of rural members to double the present st :

Tue How'sLe MAULAVT Sarvip SR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: 1
again rise to a point of order, Sir. Does the question arise ?  Question
No.23 is “When does the Government propose to hold the coming Local
Board election ?” After that no supplemcntary question concerning any
resolution from a particular Board arises. z T

Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Now, Sir, the question is this,
The answer to questions 24 to 26 has been given at the same time just after
question 23. Question 24 raises that supplementary question.

Sryur SIDDHI NATH SARMA: Is it the intention of Government
to defer the election beyond 31st January 19382 .

Tre Hon'BLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Does that question
arise, Sir ? _ , . A

Tue Hon’sLe THE SPEAKER : That arises. The Hon’ble Minister has
gaid that the matter is under consideration and the hon. member is entitled
to know it,

o
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Tue Hon’sLe REv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : All right, Sir. The
attitude of Government will be declared after this Session of the Assembly.
We shall wait to see what this Assembly wants—whether they want post-
ponement of the election or whether they want to have the election of the
Local Board held under the present Act, and whether Local Boards
should be reconstituted and the Act to be amended. When we have known
the attitude of the Assembly in this Session, the Local Government
will declare its policy regarding the new election.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: May we understand that the
Hon’ble Minister has not arrived at any opinion up till now ?

_ Tue Howsre Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Sir, there are several
Bills before us on this subject and what attitude the House will take regard-
ing these Bills is not known. Untii this is known Government cannot
arrive at any conclusion at present.

Basu HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY: Ona point of
order, Sir. The Hon’ble Minister in charge of Local Self-Government in
reply to question 23 says that the matter is under the consideration of the
Government and again under questions 24-26, the answer is that the matter
is under consideration. Instead of doing so, should he not say that all are
under consideration ?

 Tue Hon’srLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : - The first question
relates to the holding of the coming election and the second question relates
to thc} reconstitution of the Local Boards. ‘That is why two stfi)aratc AnSWETS
are given.

Sryur GAURT KANTA TALUKDAR: With regard to question 24
I want to put this supplementary question. Whether the Hon’ble Minister
in charge of Local Self-Government has not yet made up his mind with
regard to the necessity of increasing the number of the Local Board
members ? 1] M NI

Tue Hon’BLE REV. J. J. . NICHOLS- 2 . :
number of the Local Board members will be in?r?iéi Ih think, 5;3!‘, trléz
are reconstituted. T difwhen'the £2e8

Mauravi Syep ABDU ¢ Sir, may I k .
be distribution of seats in the Local Boards bct\geenhrcll?ga 2 el thc{i'“;ﬂ:}

Tue Hon’BLE REV. . j._I\I._NIOHOLS-Roy. ug{;ﬁ comglu;E frd;
will be reconstituted a new distribution of seats wil] he el en the Bo

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Whether Genes -
plate introducing joint electorate in the Local Board » overnment contem
" Tue How'sre Rev. J. Jo M. NICHOLS-ROY . ;3 o e
been decided. Government will arrive at a decision 1; question has o
attitude of the Assembly regarding this. after knowing t

Mz, FAKHRUDDIN ALLI AHMED: May ., ) ¢
the Government in this mattjr ?M o e know the attltudc (o)

Tue Hon’sre REeV. J. J- : IC
answered, Sir. U HOLS‘ROY: 1 have alrcady

Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: Will th
women in the Local Boards ?

Tue HowsLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-RQY . There:is ‘nolsuch
: ere

proposal.

Mauravi ABDUR RAHMAN: ~About Scheduled ?

Toe HONBLE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY . Tcg_stcs il be consi-
dered along with others. il . is wi c

Sryyur SLDDHI Nﬁ:lTEl \RMA:  Under the provision of clause 2
of the Assam Local Boar ections (Emcrgency Pro&sicms) Act, 1936, the

ere be any seats reserved for
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‘clection of Local Boards in Assam will be held before 31st January 1938,

Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge state whether the Boards will be

-reconstituted before that date :

Tue Hon’sie Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: The position is this.
If the attitude of the iiouse is that the Boards should be rcconstllutgdl and
special seats should be given to different communities, Govcrmlnent '["“1 1_?3-"?
to introduce a Bill in the next Session of the Assembly to prolong the life o

the present Boards, and perhaps in the next ‘March SCES'O?D‘O introduce
a Bill alsp to reconstitute the Boards and - that ‘Bill may take about a year to

o th h thi se. :

3 vjﬁfé FAKISI-II-PI{%‘BDIN ALI AHMED: Sir, am I to ““d;“m"d that
Government have already decided to postpone ‘the election for about a

year ?

Tue Hox’sLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: I hahvc ‘}hf:fldy
answered this question.  Unless the ‘House want to POStP}?“cLt e[c[(;umc?
Government may have to carry on with the election of the Local Boards
under the present Act.

Sryur SARVESWAR BARUA : How docsp Government propose to
«consult this House ? Is it'by means of a motion A

THE How’BLE Rev. J. _]? M. NICHOLS-ROY: By the att1tud§ of the
House in regard to the Bill that will be discussed in this House perhaps to-
day or in this Session. s .

Mavuraw Si;;on ABDUR ROUF: If there be distribution, what will
be the basis—the strength of the voters or the strength of the popula-
tion ?

] R factors
TuE Hon’LE REV. ], T. M. NICHOLS-ROY : There are three fact
that have to be consic‘ljergd in this connection. Firstly, the population,
secondly, the local rates and thirdly, the area. =

THE I‘ION’ELE ;::;;,;E AKFE{ ;y When the Hon’ble Minister has to reply
'lwo or three questions together it would be proper and better if he asks
MY permission that he wants to reply them together. : . ;

HE Hox’BLE REV_J.J_SM(? E\III:,‘(%,HOLS-ROY: All right, Sir. I will
do that,

SrijuT JOGENDRA NATH RARUA : On a point of information, Sir.
May I know, Sir, whether the Hon’ble Minister will be asked to answer
questions Nos.25 and 26. He has not answered them.

THe HoN'sLy tue SPEAKER : I think he has answered thcb wholc:t
question which is under consideration and on the answers hon.hmcm ert:': pu
various supplementary questions he has answered all the questions,

I think.

. A i der, Sir, I
Sryyur GOPI NATH BARDOLOI : Ona point of order, Sir,

auppose it was ruled yesterday that a particular question ‘would be taken up
individually and so far as clauses of a particular question are concerned
they might be taken up together, so that there may be replies to all the

questions from the Hon’ble Minister. We think that questions should be
taken up one by one.

THE How'sie tue SPEAKER : I'have scen when hon. members put
questions that they arrange their qucslions'in such a way as to give the
impression that they would be decalt with as one question and they put
numbers 1, 2, 3, and so on and -sometimes 1 (a), 1 (b), 1 (c) so on, dealing
with the same matter. Therefore, I think, it would be better when the
same question is dealt with in several ‘questions the answers to these
questions may be given together. :

e
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Srijur PURNA  GHANDRA SARMA: Sir, with regard to question
25, it deals with nomination. That matter we have not discussed when
the question was answered. LT

Will Government do away with the principle of nomination ?

Tue How’sLi Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Nominations are made
for the sake of »iving representation to unrepresented or under-represented
communities, and if nominations are done away with. there should be
special representation given to these minority commuvities, and if that
principle is held then, Sir, the Government may have to give special electo-
rates to minority communities.

Sub-Surveyor. classes at Dacca
Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA asked :

*27. Will Government be pleased to state (2) the amount contributed by
the Government of Assam for education in the Sub-Surveyor classes at
Dacca and (4) the number of Assamese young men taking their training
there ?

THE HoN’BLE MAuravi ALI HAIDAR KHAN replied :

27.(a)—There are no Sub-Surveyor classes at Dacca. There are courses
for Overseers and Sub-Overseers. This Government makes no contribution
towards the Overseer or “ub-Overseer classes as no seats are reserved in
such classes for students from Assam.

(6)—The number of Assamese young men studying in the Sub-Overseer
classes is not known.

Basu HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY - Do the Govern-
ment propose to get the number of students studying in the Sub-Overseer
class ?

Tue Hon’BLE Mauravi ALTI HAIDAR KHAN: It will be difficult to
find out the number of such students.

Basu HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY - Why should it
‘be difficult to find out the number ?

THE HoN’BLE MaurLavi ALI HAIDAR KHAN SIS R G absolute]
necessary to find out the number, we might try. 4

Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Was the magter enquired

s : quire
of the Principal of the College as to what number of Assamese students is
there reading in the Sub-Overseer class in the Dacca College ?

THE HON'BLE MauLAvVI Sarvip Stk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : The
question of Sub-Overseers does not arise. The question :
contributed by the Government of Assam for education in the
classes, and therefore no supplementary question arises.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALT AHMED : The Hon’ ini : ;
competent to answer the question himself. I do not kn(ly)ls Elnlg[ifr i-sI q}Jk;Ite
Chief Minister is giving him shelter. ¥ the Hon’ble

THE HOoN’BLE MAULAVI SAIYID SR MUHAMI :
not sheltering anybody, but I, as Leader of the I‘\I/{)ﬁls)e PAADL
the princéplt_a of’ ask.ing supplementary question
House. 'This question deals with a particular class »

is the amount
Sub-Surveyor

» am concerned with

Assam does not contribute a single pice.
another class cannot be substituted for the P
ary question,

e

According to the rules; Sir,
urpose of putting supplement-
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Sryjur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : As an answer has been given by
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of this Department, and as Sub-Overseers

are mentioned in that answer, I have asked this question and T do not

think that it can be ruled out as it asks for information as to whether any
enquiry was made regarding the number of Assamese students reading in
that class there. :

~ Tue How’eie THE SPEAKER: That question does not arise when it
is not within the scone of the question. .

Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : But in spite of that the Hon’ble
Minister in charge gives a reply about Sub-Overseer classes, and itis for a
matter of information that I want to know whether any enquiry was made
as to the number of Assamese students reading in this class.

Tue How’sre tHE SPEAKER : I think it does not arise in this way.
The question was aboat Sub-Surveyors’ classes at Dacca, and in answer
to that question the Hon’ble Minister in charge said that there was no Sub-
Surveyor classes and that Government makes no contribution for Overseer
or Sub-Overseer classes as no seats are reserved for Assamese students, and
it was not the duty of the Hon’ble Minister to e quire how many Assamese
students were reading in these classes. For that question he might require
notice

Mavravi MUNAWWAR ALI: What is the use of fighting over a
word ?

No answer. 5

Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA asked :

#28." Will Government be pleased to state _(rz) the probable_cost of start-
ing Sub-Surveyor classes in the Jorhat chh::nca‘l School apd (b) do Govern-
ment propose to start such a class at Jzol'ilf}'fnl: _:'“’"V of the increasing demand
for trained people in the province in that lnc :

l'uE Iﬂo.w[?nm MAELAVI ALI HAIDAR KHAN replied 5

23.(a)—Without the preparation of a regular scheme, this cannot be
constituted. ook Y

(h)—Government will consider the possibility of acting on the suggestion
of the hon. member. 3 :

Srijur LAKSHESVAR BOI}OOAH: Will the Hon’ble Minister
order for a scheme to be prepared ?

TuE HoN’BLE l\«[AUlELVIPALI HAIDAR KHAN: Yes, I will have it
done.

Srijur SIDDHI NATH SARMA : Has any scheme been prepared ?

Tue Howere MavLavi ALI HAIDAR KHAN:  No.

Representation of women in the Municipal Boards

Miss MAVIS DUNN asked :

%99 Ts the Hon’ble Minister of Local Self-Government aware that there
is a feeling among women that they should get a representation on the
Municipal Boards ?

Tue Hon’eLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

29.—Government is aware that there issuch a feeling among some
women in Shillong, butit is not known whether this feeling is shared b
women of other places, and it is also not known whether the Halia f0¥
special representation or for getting an opportunity of taking their chance
along with men.

Kuan Sams Maviavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI:
Has any enquiry been made ? ¥

= k™ st R
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© Tue How’sLE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : No enquiry has .l‘D_r:_cn
made.

Kuan Samm Mauravi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURE:

Will the Government make an enquiry ?
Tue Hon’ere Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Ido not see any

necessity for making an enquiry.
B.-\gU HIREN%RA c%}I-I;’?;NDRA CHAKRAVARTY : Does Govern-
ment admit that there is a feeling ? : =)
Tue Hon’BLE REv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : I think there 1s a
feeling but the Government is not officially aware of 1it. We have not had
any representation from any women in Assam. g Hon’bl
Srjur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: May I know if the Hon'ble
Minister will be so very unkind to the fair sex ? -
Tue Hon'sre Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : I am not at all unkmd_
to the fair sex ; on the other hand I am very kind to them, I have only
stated the facts in answering the question.

Miss MAVIS DUNN asked : s .
*#30. If so, does he propose to amend the Assam Municipal Act in

order to enable women to be eligible for clection to thc'MunicipaI Boards ?
Tuae Hon’BLE REV. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY ?ephcd: :
30.—Under section 13 (1) of the Assam Municipal Act, a_fcmale is not
eligible to become a member of 2 Municipal Board. The question of amend-
ing this section is under consideration.

Introduction of Vernacular as a medium of Instruction in High and
Middle English Schools

Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA asked :

#3]. Will Government be pleased to state when .they propose to introduce
Vernacular as the medium of instruction in the High and Middle English
Schools of Assam ?

Tue HoN’BLE SHAMs-UL-uLAMA Mavrana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied :
31.—Vernacular is already the medium of instruction in Middle English

“Schools and has been introduced with effect from the current session as the

medium of teaching in High Schools, where Bengali is the vernacular.
But in High Schools in the Assam Valley where Assamese 1s Hie Ve s
the introduction of Assamese as a medium of teaching has had to be post-
poned until suitable Assamese text-books are available. Steps to Comtps
such books have aiready been taken and the vernacular will be introduced
as the medium of instruction as soon as possible. Even at present, however,
Assamese is being largely used as the medium of instruction in the upper
classes even though the text-books are in English, e 2., Geometry is explained
by the teachers in Assamese. ;
o dSRP’U{N [JERNI,? CHANDRA SARMA : Are Government aware of the
Students’ Welfare League in Calcutta which is going to apply text-books
to. the High Schools ? - 55 a8 o

I'ueE HON'BLE SHAMS-UL-ULAMA MauLana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED:
I am not aware of that, :

Srijur PURNA CHANDRA . SARMA: Was any reference made to
the Government by that League ?

" Tue HoN’BLE SHAMS-UL-ULAMA MaAurana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED :

I do not remember. il

Sriyjur SIDDHI NATH SARMA : Will the Hon’ble Minister enquire
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THe Hon’BLE SHAMs-UL-ULAMA MaurLana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED :
Yu! Sir, I shall be glad todo so. When there are suitable text-books
available they will be introduced with effect from the next session.

. Sryur LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH : May I know what the Hon’ble
tnister proposes to do to help authors or associations in order to produce
text-books in Assamese ?
THE HoN’BLE SHAMs-UL-uLAMA Maurana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED :
Yes. We have provided funds in the budget and if they arc passed by this
House the authors will be subsidised.
_HMAULAW MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: What steps have been taken
up till now ?
TaE HoN’BLE SHAMS-UL-ULAMA MAuLANA ABU NASR MD. WAHEED :
‘We have provided funds for the publication of text-books this year.
MauvLavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Is it sufficient ?
THE HoN’BLE THE SPEAKER : That is a matter of opinion.
THE HoN'BLE SHAMS-UL-uLAMA MAuLANA ABU NASR MD. W.AHE.ED :
overnment are prepared to revise the curriculum in order to readjust it to
the requirements.
. Sryur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : What steps have been taken
in regard to this ?
THE Hon’srLE SmAMs-uL-uLAMA MaurLana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED ;
0 steps have yet been taken for want of suitable text-book§. :
Srjur KAMESWAR DAS: May I know the authority which prepares
the curriculum for the Matriculation examination at present ?
_ THE Hon’BLE SuAMs-ur-uLamMa MaurLaNa ABU NASR MD. WAHEED :
The authority prepares it. £
. Srijur KAMESWAR DAS :  Who is the authority that now prepares
it, is it the University or the Local Government ?
THE HoN’BLE SHAMs-UL-uLAMA MavraNA ABU NASR MD. WAHEED :
The same authority which prepares the Matriculation curriculum. ,
SRijur KAM;I SWAR DAS : Sir, the answer 1s not clear, I want to
know what is meant by the same authority, whether the University prepares
the Matriculation curriculum or the Government.
THE HoN’BLE SHAMS-UL-ULAMA MAULANA ABU NASI:K MD. WAHEED :
It is the University that fixes the curriculum and we readjust the curriculum
in order to suit our requirements.
Srjur KRISHNA NATH SARMAH : Is there any representative for
Assam to przpare the curriculum for the Assamese text-books ?
THE HoN’BLE SHAMs-UL-uLAMA Maurana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED :
There are Members on the Senate nominated by this Government.
Sryjur KRISHNA NATH SARMAH: Does the Hon’ble Minister
know when the University is preparing the curriculum ?
Tue HoN’BLE SuaMs-uL-uLAMA MauLaNa ABU NASR MD. WAHEED :
I want notice of that question.

Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA asked :
*32. Do Government propose to revise the curriculum of all schools to
adjust it with the new standard created by introduction of Vernacular as the
medium of secondary education ?

THE HON'SLE SHAMS-UL-ULAMA MAuLANA ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
seplied :

32.—The curriculum up to class VI needs no change. For the Upper
classes it will, of course, be adjusted to comply with the Matriculation Regu-~
lations.

Iy ¥ T TR
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
Amount of Agricultural loans issued to the people of Cachar
Mauvravi MUZARROF ALI LASKAR asked :

1. Will Government be pleased to state—
(i) The total amount of Agricultural loans issued to the people of
Cachar after the flood in 1929 ?
(#¥) The total amount realised out of the loans up to May 1937 ?
(ii7) The awmount realised as interest ?
(iv) The amount realised as process fees ?
(z) The amount realised during the twelve months from June 1936
- May 1937 ?
() The total amount of expenditure including cost of establishment
incurred during the twelve months (June 1936 to May 1937) ?
(viz) The number of officers with designations, clerks and peons
engaged for the purpose during the twelve months ( June 1936
to May 1937) ?

2. Will Government be pleased to lay on the table all the reports of the
Loan officers, Deputy Commissioner, Cachar, and the Commissioner, Surma
Valley and Hill Division, in connection with the realisation of loans in Cachar
submitted to Government during the year preceding May 1937 ?

3. Has Government considered the d.sirability of granting a remission of
the entire outstanding amount of Agricultural loans in Cachar ?

Te HonN’sLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

1. ({)—Rupees 6,77,452.
(11)—Realised Rs.5,79,197 and remitted Rs.19,081,
(71i)—Realised Rs.33,364 and remitted Rs.114.
(7v)—Rupees 3,411.
(v)—Principal Rs.29,591 and interest Rs.996,

T (Ui)—-Rupces 1,961 3s the cost of the extra establishment employed on
this work. The cost of the Officers has not been included, as being on the
cadre, they would have to be employed in any case and performed various
miscellaneous enquiries in addition to loan collection work.

OFFICERS

(vit)—One Extra Assistant Commissioner for 1 month 11 days.
Three Sub-Deputy Collectors for 11 months.
One Sub-Deputy Collector for 6 months 12 days.
One Sub-Deputy Collector for 4 months 13 days,

CLERKS
One clerk for 10 months.
‘Two clerks for 2 months.
One clerk for 17 days.
Three clerks for 1 month.
PEONS
Seven peons for 2 months,
Ine peons for 1 month,
.¢ven peons for 3 months.
Fifteen peons for 1 month.,
Nineteen peons for 4 months.
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MavLavi MUZARROF ALTI LASKAR : From the answers to my
question it appears that the cost of collection has gone out of all proportion
to the amount realised.

Tue Hon’srLE THE SPEAKER : Does the hon. member want to start a
discussion on it ?

Mauravi MUZARROF ALI LASKAR : No, Sir. I am asking if that
is so, in the circumstances, do the Government propose to discontinue the
collection permanently ? '

Tue Hox’sLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Does the
hon. member mean to suggest that the entire loan should be remitted ?

Mauravi MUZARROF ALI LASKAR: That is the idea of my

question.
Tue Hon'sre Sryjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: May I refer

to the answer to question No. 3 : Government have called for repocts from

both Commissioners™...... :
Tur Hon'sre THE SPEAKER : We have not come to that question yet.
Taz Howsre Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :
© __Government regret that they are unable to lay on the table regular
official correspondence on the subiect.
Bapu HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHA.KRAVARTY : May I know the
reason why Government is unable to publish the correspondence ?
Trr HONBLE SRIJUT RolHlfl\}‘;I : IliUMAR %HAUDHURI : It is not
the Dractiteitolayron the:table officialicorrespoasnec,
pBABU HIREIS\{IDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY : Am I to under-
stand by ¢ Official correspondence ” that regular official correspondence

and reports are identical ?

Tiue Hon'sre Srijur ROHINT KUMAR CHAUDHURI: A report

is something different from correspondence.
Kuan gSAHm MavLavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : Is

there any bar to placing on the table  this correspondence and are they
such secret documents ?

Tue Hon’sLE Sryjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: * We consider
that they are not public documents.

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : A e we entitled to draw the
inference that the result of placing these documents on the table of the
House will be to compromise the position of these officers of Government ?

Tue HoN’BLE SRIJUT ROHINI KUMAR CHAI_JDHURI : Neither the
letter nor the rules on the subject authorise such an inference.

Mauvravi MUZARROF ALIL LASKAR : Am I to take it, Sir, that the
answer to question 2 is not properly given ? The question is with regard
to the report of the Clommissioner z}nd the Deputy Commissioner but the
answer speaks about the regular official correspondence.

MavrLavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : Are
we to understand, Sir, that report and correspondence mean the same thing ?

Tue How'sLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :  Correspon-
dence and report do not mean the same thing. But as I have already said
we have not got the report of the Commissioner, who will also forward the
report of the Deputy Commissioner.

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be
entirely guided by the report of the Commissioner or will he also keep his
mind open to the views of the children of the soil and the elected re-

presentatives ?
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Tre Hox'sLe Srijur ROHINTI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : It is very
difficult to say whether the conclusions arrived at by the Government will
be exactly in accordance with the conclusions of the Commissioner or the
Deputy Commissioner. 50 far as the views of the members of this House are
concerned, Government will surely give them due consideration.

Tue Hox'sre Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

3.__Government have called for reports from both Commissioners on the
subject and will review the position towards the end of the period for which
collection of agricultural loans has been suspended.

Kuan Banapur Mavravi MAHMUD ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minis-
ter 1n charge make an enquiry into the conditions of the people to whom
the Government granted agricultural loans from 1929 onwards ?

Tue Hon'sLe THE SPEAKER :  This question will more properly come
in connection with a latter question (12).

Uderbund Pargana in Cachar District
Mgr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA asked :

4. Will Government be pleased to state whether th s
in the dIiStﬂCt ?F Cachar is atPached to the Sonai G?rr‘ltc g vderhund Parears
5. Is it a fact that this arrangen :
gricvan% ?G rangement has been a long-standing public
6. Do Government propose to take any action to rem is gri
7. Will Government be pleased to Ystate if GOVC?:]“I:‘HS:':: gr:ﬂevancc?
revise the revenue assessment in the district of Cachar in the near Fi’_ Oposepto
8. If the answer to the above question be in the affir s - <
Government please state whether any estimate of the increase of il
will follow such revision has been made? 1Ifso, what ol revenue that
such estimate »nd what is the extent of the estimated inc s ?the bases for
- 9. Will Government lay on the table the Commil;e'ase o
the state of agricultural prosperity relating to the trienni SIOnEr’'s reports on
general revision and the last three years ? tum prior to the last
10. Isita fact that public demand in this as well as d
for decrease in land revenue on the grounds of economic c? 2 ProvinceR s
on the ground that land is heavily taxed in relation t PN jaiia e
revenue ? O other sources of
11.(\;\7ill }f}overnment be pleased to state—
a) what is the total amount of loans 3
distress caused by the floods in t%?l;?i lfgggagha'b“’ rclieve the
f.lbov};e (a) what U has been realized ? -(C)(‘grhg;ltaof tht:
(e) of t?s Cemty and (d) what amount is still unrczxtlri!s]::}ctl1 l';
e) of the amount realized, (i) how much represents the princi -
(i) how much represents the ordinary interest : o S Erlnmpal ;
represents the penalty interest, process fees ; eitu). o m};iCh
much was paid afFer issue of process : (2) ,howc‘ 5 (tﬁ) f_Ow
attachment ; and (2i) how much by sale S I;Iuc after
12:(a) “Niil Government be pleased to state whethell? gﬂr 25 h
made inquiry or inquiries about the capacity of the debtorso‘iemmem : };:s
agricultural loans without depriving themselves of the b Sl
and even incurring fresh debts ? are necessities of life
s é:)? 1f so, will Government please lay on the table reports of such

13. Isit a fact that plough-cattle also we 1
realization operations, now suspended ? veres attachisd and g furpe s
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14. Will Government be pleased to state whether the actual cost in the
shape of salaries of the collecting staff for loan realization and their travelling
allowances was reimbursed out of the realizations, for the period of last t ree
years ?

15. Will Government be pleased to state if the Government are in
Possession of any statistics to show whether the general economic conditions
of the cultivators of Cachar have improved or deteriorated as compared to
the quinguennium before 1929 ?  If so, what are they ?

16. Do Government propose to write off all arrears of the agricultural
loan in view of the present financial position of the people ?

Tz Hon’sre Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

4. —Yes.

5 & 6.—The question of attachment of Udarbund pargana to the sadr
circle instead of Sonai circle of Cachar has been raised more than once in
the past and Government are aware that the existing arrangement entails
some inconveniences to the inhabitants of Udarbund pargana. As however
the removal of these inconveniences would entail either the spli ting of the
Silchar tahsil into two or the permanent retention of an extra officer at the
heaquarters of Silchar tahsil—both of which projects would be expensive—
it was decided when the question last came up in %936 that the redistribution
of various parganas should be considered at the time of resettlement of the
district.

1.—The proposal for resettlement operations to be undertaken in the
district of Cachar is still under consideration of Government.

8.—Under section 6 of the Land Revenue Re-assessment Act, 1936,
Government appointed a Special Officer to prepare a forecast report as to
whether resettlement was desirable and what its probable financial effect
would be. This report has since been received and no orders have yet been
passed on it. When a decision has been reached, the report will be published
in the Gazette under section 6 of the above mentioned Act, if it is decided to
undertake resettlement.

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA: Will the Hou’ble Minister be
pleased to state when the report of the Special Officer was received ?

Tre Hon’BLE Srijjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I want
notice, Sir.

MRr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : Has the Hon’ble Minister seen it ?

Tre Hon’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: T believe so.

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA: May I have an idea of the time
that the Hon’ble Minister is going to take over the matter ?

Tue Hon’sLe Srjjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I think,
Sir, by about the end of September or the beginning of October.

THE HoN’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

9.—There are no other reports on the state of agricultural prosperity
than those contained under the headings—“Weather and crops”, “Prices of
food” and “Material condition of the people”—in the Land Rc’venuc Ad-
ministration Reports submitted by the Commissioners every year. The hon.
member is, therefore, referred to the Land Revenue Administration Report
of the years 1915 to 1918 and 1933 to 1936.




159

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA: May I know what is the index
number in the fall in prices of stable crops, that is to say, of the extent to
which it has fallen ?

Tue Hon’ere Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I am not
in a position to say, Sir. ; 1 : 1

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : Shall I be incorrect in saying, Sir,
that it is 30 per cent.?

THE HIO)N’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I want

notice of that question, Sir.

Tue Hon’sLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

10.—Government have received many copies of resolutions in the last
few years asking for a decrease in the land revenue on the ground of
economic depression, and a remission of land revenue ranging frorn_ 1l to3
annas in the rupee has been given in all temporanly—settlcd areas since the
year 1932-33. Government have no information whether a similar demand
has been put forward in other provinces. X :

11 & 12.—The hon. member is referred to the reply given to question
No.1 asked by Maulavi Maza rof Ali Laskar at this session of the Assembly.
Penal interest was remitted after 1931 but it is not possible to give the figures
of the amount realised after the issue of process after attachment and after
sale of property. :

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : Tflj.Ic ’bzinsxt}l_' 'tto question
No. 12 is not covered by the reply of the Hon'ble Minister.

THE HON’BLE SRI_]UTy ROI—III\II)IYKUMAR CHAUDHURI : As to the
capacity of the debtors to repay the ag:_‘lcultul‘al loans without wundue
hardship to them, we are making enquirics.

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : Will the report of those enquiries
be made public, or will they be treated as confidential, as in the case
of the correspondence with the Commissioners and Deputy Commis-
sioners ? _

THE Hon’sLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: The report
of the Commissioner will be laid on the table of the House in due
course if so desired and that will be duly taken into consideration.

THe Hon’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

13.—Government have no information. No specific complaints have
been received. i

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : May I know, Sir, on whose
report the answer to this question has been made ?

TrEe Hon’sre Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : we
have replied that no specific complaint has been received and that we
have no intormation. 4

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : Did the Deputy Commissioner
report anything on this point ?

o Smyur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: N,
report has bee ceived. HE

P Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : Docs the Homble Minister want
to give us an impression that no complaint reached him personally ?

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Does the Hon’ble Minister
want notice of the question ? :
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Tre Hon’BLE Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : If there
is any specific complaint, that can be duly enquired into. But we have
no such complaint,

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : Has the Hon’ble
enquired of the Deputy Commissioner if an
made on this matter or not ?

TrE Hon’sLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : The hon.
member did not ask for such an enquiry.

Sriyur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Was it not thought neces-
sary that such an enquiry should be made ?

Tre Hon’sie Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : I have
nothing to add, Sir, to what I have already said.

Minister
y specific complaints were

Tre How’sre Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

14:.——Thc amount of loan' recovered is in excess of the actual cost of the
collecting staff entertained during the last three years.

15.—Government have no suc statistics to show the general economic
condition of the cultivators of Cachar. The percentage of revenue collection
owever is probably an index in such matters. In the three years 1926-27,
1927-28 and 1928-29 the percentages of revenue collection in Cachar were
respectively 98, 94 and 86. In the three years 1933-34, 1934-35 and 1935-36
the percentages were 46, 53 and 70, The figures for 1936-37 have not yet
een received but are likely to exceed those for 1935-36. These figures
would seem to show that the district is recovering from the depression.

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : Shall Ibe incorrect, Sir, if I
suggest that this would be an index to the harshness that has been em-
ployed in the collection of Government revenue ?

THE HowBre tug SPEAKER : The hon. member is asking
an expression of opinion.

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : Isthe Hon’ble Minister aware
gl}at_sugccsﬁve floods and draught have caused immense distress to that
istrict ?

THE Hon'srg Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : In the
remote past, Sir ?

. Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : In the Hon’ble Minister’s
time.
THE HoNnsrLg Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : I have
not heard, Sir. At any rate the hon. member has not been pleased
to send me on anv information about it. 5
. Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA - May T know if the Hon’ble
Minist=r has anything more in his mind when he says—that! the per-
centage of revenue is probably an index in such matters.”?® In other
words, does the Hon’ble Minister realise that the percentage ol revenue
collections which shows a cerrain rise in recent years might have been
due to other factors ?

Tue HoN'BrLe Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : I have
no reason to suppose that, Sir.

Mr. ARUN KUMAR GCHANDA : Does not Government consider
* the: cost of colleciion prohibitive: in proportion: to the realisation made
during the period under review ? P

1HE Hon’BLE Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURT :
already answered that

for

> I have
question, Sir. We have shown the figures.
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THE HoN’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

16.—The hon. member is referred to the answer given to. the question
No.3 asked by Maulavi Muzarrof Ali Laskar at this session of the Assembly.

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA: Does not' Government consider
that in view of the heavy nature of the collection expenditure, it is
far better that these outstanding arrears should be remitted ?

THE How’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: So far,
Sir, the Government have not taken that view. But if the realisation
has been suspended and Government is going to consider this question,
the point raised also will be taken into consideration at the time of
considering whether total remissions should be given,

Ministers’ advice to Governors in the field of their special duties
Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA asked :

17. ‘Will the Hon’ble Chief Minister please state if he has gone through
the speech broadcasted by His Excellency the Viceroy on the 21st June last
and if his attention has been directed to that portion of it where it is said that
Ministers can advise Governors in the field of their special duties ?

18. Did the Hon’ble Chief Minister state in the last session of the
Assembly on being asked if he had advised His Excellency the Governor
regarding the Ministers’ Salaries till a Bill was passed, that he had no right
to do so ?

19. Does the Hon’ble Minister now propose to advise His Excellency
regarding every matter in the governance of the province ?

Tcxi»m. Hon’sLE Mauravi Sarvip Sk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :
5 17.—Yes.

Sryur MAHI CHANDRA BORA: On a point of information
Sir. Here the question has been addressed to one Hon’ble Ministey
as Chief Minister. May I know whether the Instruments of Instructions
or ' the Act as it now stands provide for the appointment of some
Assistant or Subordinate Ministers and one as the Chief Minjstep ?
The word “Chief Minister”’ does not occur in Instruments of Instruc-
tions or in the Act.

Tue HonsLe tHE SPEAKER: You may ‘ask that question ¢q
Mr. Chanda. !

Sryur MAHI CHANDRA BORA: What I want to know is whethey
the hon. member is entitled to address one of the Ministers as Chief
Minister.

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : I notice that the Hon’ble M
Saiyid Sir Muhammad Saadulla at any rate is occupying or arrogating
himself a position which gives me the impression that he might be style% 0-
Chief Minister and he does not object to it ! &

BABU‘ HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY : Does the h
member intend that the question should be disallowed on the ro i
that he has used a word which is not to be found in the Instrtgx .
of Instructlifns or the Act ? sl

THE How’BLE T SPEAKER: Because I k i
Chief Minister and’ therefore I admit " know thaBerey ok
Mr. Ghanda is also in doubt.

aulayi

A S as
ted the question. Now it seems



- 162

,  Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA: T seek the protection of the
Chair. Am I to be cross examined although I am not put in the
position of a Minister ? (laughter).

Srgur MAHI CHANDRA BORA: I'want a ruling on this point;
Sir. :

TeE HoN’BLe THE SPEAKER : You will have it:

THE HONBLE Mauravi Sarvip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

8.—No.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Are we to understand  that
His Excellency the Governor fixed the salaries of the Ministers in con-
sultation or with the advice of his Chief Minister ?

THE How’BreE Mavravi  Sarvip S MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Does Fhis question arise from the present question ? The present ques-
tion is “ Did the Hon’ble Chjef Minister state in the last session of
the Assembly on being asked if he had advised His Excellency the
Governor regarding the Ministers’ salaries till a Bill was passed, « that
he had no right to do so”. T say my answer is ‘No’ and I am backed
by the official proceedings of the last Assembly.

MR_. FAKHR UDDIN ALTI AHMED: I want to know whether
the Chief Minister tendered his advice when His Excellency fixed the
salaries of the Ministers, or was his advice sought by His Excellency
when the salaries were fixed ? This supplementary question does arise
under this question,

I hTHE How'sie  Mauravi Sarvio Sl - MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
al‘\’; nothing to add to what I have said in the last Assembl}’,-
Chief Mt EHRUDDIN ALT AHMED: May I know what the Hon'ble

b n;_SIl:;tr, s2ld in the last session of the Assembly ? i
The proc d-NBLE M_AULAVI Satvip St MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:

Proceedings are jp the Library. I should go further and say that the

}tI}?: 'AST:;?&? Ha8hgok wa copy of the proceedings as a member of

HchHl_a HOW'sLE MauLavi Sarvip. Sm MUHAMMAD - SAADULLA
rep. :

19.—H‘? will advise whenever he is entitled to do so under the Govern-
ment of India Act, 1935, ¥ bl

Basu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: What does the Hon e
MiniSter mean b)’ “WhCHCVCr”? IS h(’.‘ not cntitled to advise e
Governor in all matters ?

Tue HON'BLE  Mauravi Sarvio Sm MUHAMMAD SAADULLA ¢

S i of
Whenever the Minister is entitled according to the Government

India Act, he will assert his power and advise His Excellency the

Governor. : S
Sml_]}UT SARVESWAR BARUA : Has there been ?y cl)lccr?cs;zm?‘l in the

ast when the Hon’ble Chief Minister advised His Excellency :

P Tue Howsre Magpan: Sate e MUHAMMAD SAADULLA

In what matter ? ; : E
Sryur SARVESWAR BARUA : In matters ‘within the discretion

f His Excellency the Governor.

® “Tus Howsre MaAuLavy é)iwm Sik MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

No, until my advice was sought. :

-
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Srijur SARVESWAR BARUA': In'matters within his individual
judgment ?

Tme Hon’BLE Mauravi Sarvio S MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Yes.

Srijur SARVESWAR BARUA: May I know on what occasion ?

Tue Hox’BLE Mauravi Sarvip Stitm MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
It is too long a list to enumerate off-hand. ]

MR, ARUN KUMAR CHANDA: Then who will answer those
questions ?

Tue HoN’BLE Mauravi Sarvio SiR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
I as the representative of His Excellency. : g

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA: Does the Hon’ble Chief Minis-
ter possess any general authority from His Excellency to answer those

questions ?
Tae Hon’sre MAuULAvI - Sarvip Sir.  MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

His Excellency the - Governor has asked me to be his spokesman in
this Assembly on such occasions,

Sunamganj Local Board
ﬂAULAvx ABDUL BARI CHOUDHURY asked :

20. Will Government be pleased to state: X
(2) Whether a resolution of the Sunamganj Local Board passed ip

January 24, 1935, recommending an increase and redistriby.
tion, in the number of its members on the basis of population
amongst the different communities, was received by the Ggov-
ernment ? .

(b) If so, do Government propose to take action on the lines sugest-
‘ed in the said resolution, in the next election ?

21. Are the Government aware that there is complaint from the pub]jc
that grave injustice was done to the Mahommedan community in the matter
of the distribution of seats in the - Sunamganj Local Board ?

22, Has the attention of the Government been drawn to the resolyy ot
passed in the Sunamganj Subdivisienal Muslim Conference held at Mainpyr
on February 24, 1936, demanding immediate action on the above-mentioned
resolution of the Sunamganj Local Board ?

Tue Hon'sie Rev. J. J. M: NICHOLS-ROY replied :

20:and 21.—The hon. member is referred to the reply to 2 &
question asked at this session by Maulavi Dewan Md. Ahbab Chou dhlsllrl;:mlar
<7~ Basu HIRENDRA ' CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY : The Yo .’b
Minister in reply to this question has referred to a question whi nh l-e
not yet known to this’ Assembly. ch is

THE Hon’sre Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: I regret g,
mistake. It is not my mistake. All the answers are arranged by s e
officials. The replies will be found at questions No. 122 and 133, J3me

Y

should have been put first.

Tre HoN’BLE Rev. J.J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied ;

22,—The reply is in the negative,
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THE ASSAM LOCAL RATES (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1937
Tre Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : The first Bill stands in the name of

Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan. He has intimated to me that he would  not
[ike to ask the Bill to be introduced. : :

THE SYLHET TOWN TENANCY BILL, 1937

THE Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : The next Bill stands in the name of
‘Maulavi Namwar Ali Barbhuiya. ;

Mauravi NAMWAR ALI BARBHUIYA :. I do not like to move .it,

Basu KARUNA SINDHU ROY : 1 beg, Sir, to move for leave to_in-
troduce the Sylhet Town Tenancy Bill, 1937.

Sir.

(The motion was put and carried)

KHAN Samm Mauravi SATYIDUR RAHMAN : According to rule 48
of Zlhe i{:-CgiSIative Assembly Rules it is laid down that if such motion be car-
ried, t

€ Secretary shall read the title of the Bill and the Bill shall thereupon
be deemed to be introduced in 'the Assembly.

THE Hon’eLe TE SPEAKER :  We have not yet come to that stage.

BAsu KARUNA SINDHU ROY : I beg, Sir, to introduce the Sylhet
own Tenancy Bill, 1937.

{The Bill was introduced). )
(The Secretary then read out the title of the Bill).
BABU KARUNA SINDHU ROY': The Statement of Objects and
casons of this Bill clearly indicates the necessity for such a legislation. It is
cally a matter of surprise that the necessity of the protection which this Bill
seeks to-afford to o class of urban people was not felt by the Government so
long. Thp Sylhet town is growing in importance by.leaps ‘and bounds, and

- the precarious rights to the residential quarters with which a . great bulk of
theurban people live in Sylhet should no longer be allowed to exist. Gov-

ernment officers, business men, members of the legal profession and other

professions and such other persons as are being daily drawn to this town by

the educationa] facilities and various other amenities offered by it and who

have taken their residence in the town for the best part of their lives and are

contributing very largely to its gradual development, need protection against

the landlordism that is rampant in the town of Sylhet, subjecting these
people to various forms of zaoloom at the hands of the landlords.

C}onditions in Sylhet town are quite different from the conditions that
prevail in other towns of this province. . Most of  the: other towns are on
Government lands and the residents thereof who get settlement from Govern-
ment and build their houses, are given permanent  and heritable right sub-

‘ject to enhancement of revenue at -a graduated scale ; but in the Sylhet
town the landlords who do not pay anything to the Government in the shape
of revenue or local rate do seldom give any permanent rightto those who
take settlement from them, and in the majority: of cases it would appear that
residents build ‘good houses, investing their hard earned money only to be
cjected at the end of the term of the lease, or to agree to Payment of exorbi-
tant rent and that also for another short period. There are also numerous
cases of residents making considerable improvements on the lands  which

they occupy only to enure for the benefit of the landlord in getting higher
rent after the term of the lease expires,
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i The provisions of the Transfer of Property Act do not afford
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Sir, is it justice and equity that a class of people who live. infj the town
of Sylhet and haye contributed so greatly to its -development from a mere
bamboo plantation, as Sir Henry  Cotton described the town of Sylhet in
1897 when he first visited the town as Chief Commissioner of Assam, giving
it an urban appearance, should be always at the tender mercy of, the land-
lords ? Ejectment suits, against residents that happen to be in the town, of
Sylhet, by landlords are not rare, and these ejectment suits are only devices
that are adopted by landlords for compelling the tenants to submit to -their
demands for high and exorbitant rents. Recently a number of ejectment
suits were started, some of which have been disposed of and others are still
pending decision in the original Court. = The prospect of the Sylhet Town
Tenancy Bill modifying the landlords’ rights to arbitrary ejectment and
enhancement of. revenue has led to, the institution of he above suits, and
besides, the service of notices for ejectment suits by some-landlords, and Sir,
the reason is not far to seek. It is to coerce the tenants to submit, to the
landlords’ dictates by threat of ejectment suits.

Sir, the object of the Bill, as it would appear from its various clauses, is
modest. - Itis only to give protection to tenants against arbitrary ejectment
and arbitrary  enhancement of rent, and although the Bill seeks to give, occu-
,{33“CY right to the tenants, the other provisions more than, compensate the
andlords for the modification of their right that is affected by the occupan-
cy,right given to the tenants: There is the right of pre-emption given to the
landlord in case of transfer, and there is also the right to enhance the rent
according to a principle which is humane and which obtains in all tenancy
legislations in India, - Arbitrary enhancement and rack-renting to be allowed
to exist in any form is certari[‘x;]y Iz;_gﬁ.irm% civilized notions which should guide

; 1e Bill only a 1 i o i
healthy basis t.he rela_tive_rights of langloi'iirlss :;dl,e%:iiz?sn ilt;mthp;laf(l)t‘lvgn 0;;‘
Sylhet. The immediate passing of this Bill cannot be too strongly urged.

to the tenants in the town of Sylhet and I anys BLalceRl

Beforq the House: the observations of a trial co:ff llrcll e??(l:{;ngﬁ‘ifh 11?31’\4' Piag‘;i‘;%
1936, relating to a holding in the town of Sylhet. The learnec?uéourc;' gery

that under the existing law he was unable to gi ALd :
and how he keenly felt his inability to, gran(t) agxt‘;er:ﬁzf rt_elleg to the tenant
his judgment. I quote a few sentences from his ju dgm:ntt ¢ tenant from
press upon  this hon. House how a Court of justice, sitting in xtr;l order to im-
of Sylhet and having a clear knowledge of the conditions e -‘lz'ﬁl“y l:cl)lWI:3
estimated the naturc of the hardship to which tenants are SPE?V‘“ mg t E}I;
landlords. The sentences are— ubjected by the

- ¢There has been recently a large number of suits )
residential lands in this town with immense hardship tiof(izngfftr%e? fré);l
the law, as it stands, the Courtis unable to grant any relief st, ]'-Elh l:»::
would only add this that I would allow six months’ time to thc0 tcn(:mt‘ to
remove his house”. : i L

Sir, the disastrous consequences that wo ollow if 20 o
medijately passed can better be imagined than described.th%‘}?éu 1:0;1 O;ctm:)f
such a Bill would certainly spur on the ;landlords to take I'CCOErsc F’t0 Al
devices which would place them in a position to resist the operation of the
provisions of this Bill after it is passed, and the easiest way for them would
be to eject all the tenants who are on the lands they hold with precarious
rights during the period that would elapse between the introduction of the
Bill and its final stage of its being placed on the Statute Book. Signs are not
wanting and I have said before, numerous glectment suits are pending and
others will soon. be institute dafter the expiry of the period of notices served

for ejectment. . . :
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Sir, T therefore move that the Bill be taken into consideration.

e Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : The motion moved is that the Sylhet
Town Tenancy Bill be taken into consideration.

THE HoN’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: T be
move that this Bill be circulated for eliciting public opinion before 31st of
ctober, 1937; Sir, I have listened to the speech of the hon. mover very
carefully and T can admit at the outset that I am in entire sympathy with
some of the points which he has raised in coutse of his speech ; but Sir, we

cannot deny that this Bill is rather of a revolutionary character and is purely
one-sided, Sir, a Bill of this nature is generally to be conceived in a spirit of
Compromise, i.c., the interest of both the landlords as well ag tenants has tg
be carefully thought of. Now Sir, no where in India excepting perhaps in
Madras, there is a law similar to it. There is no legislation in force which
ai‘lows the occupancy right in respect of land in the town and what is more,
Sir, is that this Bi|] provides that occupancy right should accrue after an
Occupation of 10 years only. Another objectionable feature of this Bill is
that it aims at giving retrospective effect which means as soon as this Bill is
Passed into Act, all tenants occupying lands even prior to the passing of the

ct will come under the operation of its provision. Tth thirdly  there is
rather a monstrous Proposal that the Civil court will be in a position to com-
pel ‘the landlords to sell the property of the tenants at whatever price the
court may be pleased to fix. All these points, Sir, should be duly considered.

have been informed that in some cases the tenants are becoming even richer
and far better off than the landlords.* So this is not the case in which ' extra
Sympathy is needed and the Bill should not be hurried through. “'We should
rather have sometime to make enquiry and after looking into both sides of
the question we should be able to decide which provision of this Bill we shal]

ave to accept and which to reject. If the hon. member who has moved
this Bill is pleased to withdraw this Bill, I can, on behalf of Government,
give him an assurance that we shall go into the whole question carefully and
we shall have also an officer appointed to go into the whole situation and as
soon as the enquiry will be completed Government will themselves bring in
a legislation which will try to protect the best interests of the landlords ag
well as of the tenants, If the hon. mover persists in the carrying of this Bill,
I have no other option than to ask the House to accept my r_notion for circu-
lation of the Bill for eliciting public opinion and when public opinion is re-
ceived, we can give our best consideration to it. The hon. member perhaps
knows that in two or three towns of the Assam Valley Districts there are
lands belonging' to temples. For a number of years, people are living on the
land belonging to those temples but no difficulty has yet been experienced
by any one and no demand has been put forward for a legislation of thig
character. Under the circumstances, I think, it will perhaps be advisable
for the House to take sometime to study the situation and come to a decision
instead of hurrying through this Bill as the hon. mover wants to do,

TreE HON’BLE THE SPEAKER : The motion moved is that the Sylhet
Town Tenancy Bill, 1937, be circulated for obtaining opinion by the 31st
October.

Mavuravi ASHRAFUDDIN MD., CHAUDHURY -
circulated for eliciting public opinion, I think, immense mischief will be
done to the tenants of Sylhet. Sir, recently there have been some  cages by
which the tenants have been very hard hit. After this Bill has been sent
to the Assembly, over 200 notices for ejectment have been served on the
tenants. The position of the tenants is such that they are always forced to
give their votes at the dictates of their landlords. I should rather say that
the condition of the tenants is very miserable, and, unless the Bill is imme-
diately sent to the Select Committee, there will be

> no limit to their mise-
ries. So, I beg to move that the Bill he referred to a Select Committee

g to

Sir, if the Bill is
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consisting of the following Members :—

1.
2.
3
4
5
6.
7
8
9
10.

11.
12.

The Hon’ble Revenue Minister,
Khan Bahadur Dewan Eklimur Roza Chaudhuri,

. Srijut Gopinath Bardoloi,
. Srijut Lakshesvar Borooah,
. Maulavi Abdul Matin Chaudhuri,

Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy,

. Babu Akshay Kumar Das,
. Babu Lalit Mohan Kar,
. Mr.. F. W. Hockenhull,

Maulavi Jahanuddin Ahmed,
Srijut Purna Chandra Sarma,
Srijut Mahi Chandra Bora,

No. 2.

At page 167, after item “ 16. the mover of the » .
17th and 36th lines, insert the following, namely :— o mentigag

 Five members will form a quorum

THE HON'BLE T'HE s amemm——— - ; : _
Town Tenancy Bill be referred to a Select Committee consisting of the
following members :—

1
2.
3
4
5
6.
7
8
9
10
11.
12.
13.
14.

15.
1e.

. The Hon’ble Revenue Minister,

Khan Bahadur Dewan Eklimur Roza Chaudhurj,

. Srijut Gopinath Bardoloi,
. Srijut Lakshesvar Borooah,
. Maulavi Abdul Matin Chaudhuri,

Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy,

. Babu Akshay Kumar Das,

. ‘Mr. F. W. Hockenhull,
. Babu Lalit Mohan Kar,
. Babu Harendra Narayan Chaudhuri,

Mr. Arun Kumar Chanda,
Maulavi Jahanuddin Ahmed,
Srijut Purna Chandra Sarma,
Srijut Mahi Chandra Bora,
Maulavi Munawwar Ali, and
the mover ‘of the amendment,

= feal C MRl
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Srijur GOPINATH BARDOLOI :
here as a member of the Select Committe
words in connection with this Bill.
this Bill to be circulated for eliciting
Just now delivered we could not real

to the principle of the Bill or not.
his position was in res

When my name has been referred
e, I would like to speak a few
The Hon’ble Revenue Minister wanted
public opinion. From the speech he has
ly understand whether he was committed
I was really wanting to hear as to what
pect of occupancy right which this Bill really purports
to give to the tenant. My position is, Sir, that this Bill will only validate
the leases, which have already been given. . For all practical purposes I
suppose the landlords have given the land over to the tenants on certain
terms or certain conditions of tenancy and that if the landlords could part
with their land, I mean to say, part with the occupation of the land for a
period of 10 years T can well imagine, that they could part with it by giving
certain rights to the tenants also. If that be the recognised prmc1p1.c w_hlch
1s adopted by this Bill, T mean to say, the principle of giving certain rights
: 01_" tenancy to these tenants, I submit that it is possible to have the matter
discussed in the Select Committee. There is however another side of the
matter which I find really overlooked and that is the interest of the land-
lords. T have tried to go through the Bill as carefully as it is possible for
me to do and I have found certain clauses there which really require revision,
modification and probably require omission ‘also. In view of that ‘I think
instead of sending it for circulation for eliciting public opinion,: which
Will, T think, be 4 very dilatory method, we can as well adopt the
motion moved by my hon. friend, Maulavi' ‘Ashrafuddin ‘Md. Chaudhuri,
Wwith the amendment that the Select Committee should be given powers to
make such amendments as they may deem fit and proper.
Tre H

; ON’BLt Swijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: That goes
without ga

ying.

SRIUT GOPINAT : I mean this will enlarge ‘the pow-
ers of the Select Commiltiﬁlo{glcgl_égtfmt chf looking into the interests of the
landlords also. ¢ this motion is ‘accepted we can not only accommodate
the la‘ndlords but accommodate the tenants also. My point is that if this
committee has Iepresentatives of the landlords as well as of tenants, I think
it will be p

; ossible to have it and as a matter of fact. the list that my
hon. friend has submitt

matter and th
tee we can re
reference to
Sir, that the
such amend

: g in the
ed is fully representative of both interests in t i
erefore I consider that with this personnel of th(;: COIIIlltI;ui';l
ally try to adjust the interests of both Jandlords an tena.ll b
the terms of the Sylhet Tenancy Bill. My a..mendmea:'lt wi [;3,

Bill be referred to a Select Committee with powers to make
ments as they may deem fit and proper.

RA1 Bamabur PROMODE CHANDRA DUTT : With all respect to
the Hon’ble Leader of the Opposition, I think I_:hat this ought not to be
done for the simple reason that the Select Gommltfee has power to do every-
thing. This might on the other hand subject the Select Committee to res-

trictions. Once we are committed to- this principle, one may raise the
question whether the Select Committee can go 'into questions ' other than
these.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : = Sir, this _Bill isa new' and novel
one. It does not limit itself to Sylhet town. There is a provision 1n th‘f
Bill that the operation of the Bill may be extended to ether municipal areas

|

e e
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of the Province simply by notification in the Gazette. So, Sir, bn such an

important Bill public opinion must be elicited. The provisions of the Bill
are drastic and revolutionary. Even the proprietory right of the proprie-
tors is at stake. A refractory tenant may purchase even the proprietory
right through the assistance of the Court simply by paying the price which
will be fixed by the Court. Sir, this is an one sided Bill intended only to
benefit the tenants and very little regard has been paid towards the pro-
prietor’s right. In any case, the public of the different towns of the Prp~
vince ought to know what is being done here. There exits no such Act in
India, except in Madras so far as my information goes, where the conditions
are quite different. As the Bill has not been published either in the
Gazette or in the Press the publicis in utter darkness as regards the con-
tents of the Bill. Sir, in the fairness of the thing I think the Bill o_ught to
be circulated to elicit public opinion so that we may consider it before
arriving at a decision.

\/MAULAVI Muramyiap MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : Sit,
I wholeheartedly support the amendment brought by my hon. friend
Maulavi Ashrafuddin Md. Chaudhuri and I have got something to say
about the personnel of the Select Committee proposed by my friend. Mr.
Baidyanath Mookerjee, an hon. member of this House, is interested in the
town lands of Sylhet and I propose that his name be included in the
personnel of the Select Committee proposed.

MavLavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY :  Sir, I accept the
proposal.

Kuan Sams Maveavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN :  Sir, I rise in support
of the motion that has been moved by the Hon’ble Minister for the circu-
lation of the Bill, for the purpose of eliciting public opinion. As has just
been said by Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee this Bill is not so innocent as it
looks. The title of the Bill is Sylhet Town Tenancy Bill but it affects the
people of the whole province as a matter of fact, because by section 2 the
operation of the Act might at any time be extended to any municipal  town
in the Province. Now I find there is an attempt to rush through this leeisia-
lation.  Of course, the necessity of such legislation is recognised on 41 Bt
but what shape it should take, I think it is only fair that the public all
over the province should be consulted in the matter a5 regards the provi-
sions. Of course, it may be that thc‘S.elcct Committee may affect some
modifications by omitting some provisions or adding some provisions
but as regards the principle of the Bill T think it i only fair that
the public should be consulted. T find that this Bill has not even been
published in the Gazette yet. So the rest of the Province does not kr:OW
that such a legislation is going to be passed by the Assembly this Sessi
The Legislature has of course the power to do it but I thini: ar css{ct,)ll]é
legislature ought to be fair to_aIl the interests concerned : inte:'::gogglthc
landlord should also be looked into. So I think it wil] be oiﬂy fair t‘o ilé.VC

this Bill circulated for eliciting public opinion instead of 8
i ad of r :
this House, rushing it through

P
\A/IAULAVI ABDUR RAHMAN: Si,
brought by hon. friend Maulavi Ashrafuddin
Sylhet Town Tenancy Bill.

I rise to support the motion
Md. Chaudhuri regarding the
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Sir, I fail to understand the meaning of the word “revolutionary”’
mentioned by Mr. Mookerjee in opposing the motion, and I must say that
the absence of any such legislation for towns like Sylhet does not give any
credit to the Legislatures. The hon. Mr. Mookerjee has said that the intro-
ducing of this Bill, which gives certain rights to raiyats living in towns, will
embitter the relations between landlords and tenants. But, Sir, while the

Tenancy Act has been introduced, I do not see why we should not give the
people living in towns also the privilege of enjoyinz its provisions. By passing
this Bill the Legislature wi

. lldo a great thing not only to safeguard the
nterests of people living in towns, but also to establish a relationship
between landlord and tenant. The Hon’ble Revenue Minister also does
not deny the principle of such legislation, and his only objection is that it
should be circulated for eliciting public opinion. The hon. mover has
said that the people living in towns have to undergo any amount of

oppression at the hands of the Mirasdars, specially at the time of elections.
I fully endorse this statement and say that the people living in towns have
no independence

of their own ; they are liable to be ejected at any moment
according to the sweet will of the Mirasdars. Whenever the raiyat has
the misfortune to incur the displeasure of the Mirasdar he has no escape.
At present although a gentleman may be living in a town for generations,
he is not allowed to build a pucca house. Such is the condition of the
People living in towns. I would therefore appeal to the House to give
Some rights and concessions to the people living in towns. Sir, how the
independence of the people living in towns is jeopardised can well be under-
stood when I say that at the time of elections these people cannot even
cast their votes against the wishes of their Mirasdars—experience has shown
that where they have gone against the wishes of the Mirasdars in the
mmatter of election they have lost their holdings. ~ :

So with these words T support the Bill and request the House to pass it.
. Basu HIRENDRA GHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY : Sir, In support-
ing the amend

ment for circulation of the Bill for eliciting public opinion
moved by the Hon’hle Revenue Minister, I would like to say a few words.

Sir, it might be that a few cases of hardship may have prompted my
hon. friend the mover to introduce this Bill. But I do not see why for the
bad treatment of » particular person all should be condemned and this
House should be asked to pass a legislation which will effect also the land-

lords who haye certainly very cordial relations with their tenants. ‘There

are two proposals before the House, one for reference to a Select Committee,
and the oth

er for circulation for eliciting public opinion. The hon. mover
has said that the report of the Select Committee should be submitted by the
11th of August, and the Hon’ble Revenue Minister has suggested that public
opinion should be received by the 31st October, For g compromise I would
suggest that my hon. friend the Maulavi Sahib should agree that the Select
Comunittee is to report by the 31st of October, so that in the meantime
the Hon’ble Revenue Minister might circulate the Bil] for eliciting f)ublic
opinion, so that on receipt of public opinions the Select Committee may know
what they should do. T would therefore request the Maulavi Sahib to agree
to my request that the Select Committee may submit thejp report by gthe
31st of October.

Mgr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : Sir, on a poj . o
friend has just mentioned that the Bill be refe point of order. Yy

rred to Select Committee and

[ T ——
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also that it be circulated for cliciting public opinion. I am doubtful whether
we can do so under the rules ? :

Tue Hon’sLE THE SPEAKER :  No, this cannot be done.  If the Bill
is circulated for eliciting public opinion it will be necessary then to move
another motion for referring it to Select Committee.

Babu HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY: If my hon.
friend the Maulavi Sahib agrees to change the date by which the _Sclect
Committee is to submit its report, Government can ask for public opinion.

THE Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : Is the hon. mover agreeable to change
the date ?

MauLavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY : I regret that
I cannot agree to that. ;

Mauravi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY : Sir, the only question
before the House is whether the Bill should-lie~ taken into consideration or
whether it should be circulated for eliciting public opinion, or whether it
should be referred to a Select Committee. I think there is not much support
for the proposition that it should be taken into consideration at once, and
the only issue remaining js, whether it should be circulated for cliciting
public opinion, or whether it should be referred to a Select Committee. For
myself, Sir, I am not very much convinced by the arguments that have been
advanced for the -circulation. ( hear ! hear!) The only argument so far
advanced is that this Bill may be extended to other towns, and so opinions
ought to be invited from the public outside. I think the main intention of
the sponsor of this Bill is to confine it to the town of Sylhet, and that is
why it is called the Sylhet Town Tenancy Bill: T.hat _the Bill may be
extended to other Municipal towns is a matter of detail which can be thresh-
ed out in the Select Committee. As regards the town of Sylhet there are two
hon. members of this House who represent the town of Sylhet—one is in the
Cabinet itself. Besides this hon. member, there are six or seven other hon.
members of the House who belong to the town of Sylhet: -+ The main issue
before the House is very simple. The issue is whether there should be a
tenancy at-will or, there should be occupancy right for the tenants in the
Sylhet town. For a decision of that simple iss_ue it is not necessary to post-
pone the Bill for an indefinite period. The Bill as it stands  affects oniy
some twenty thousand people. There are si?i hon_. members of the House
from the town of Sylhet who are representing  different interests and are
competent to ventilate public opinion on this issue. Ordinarily I should
have liked that the Bill be circulated for eliciting public opinion. But the
position at Sylhet is rather peculiar,  Since notice of this Bill has been
given, there has been a number of ¢jectment suits against the tenants and
if you further delay the passage of this Bill, the whole object of it will be
lavi ;
Chaudhuri for referring it to 1{thsl\(I:lt:c1:SC'01;11'11itte«:. Ashrafuddin Md.

Basu KAMINI KUMA : Sir, I beg to sy ‘
put forward by the Hon’ble Minister in charge gfor ci?gl;)lgtti;}rlle famex;glgr;icnt
public opinion. The argument put forward by the Promoters %r elici fﬂg
the Select Committee is that if the Bill is not rushed throy ‘il who arf }(:I'
tenants may be injured within the time. But as thg “ I s f) :
Mr. Mookerjee has already said, the Bill though in name i _10n.h mgnihcr
Town Tenancy Bill, it will affect the tenants of the Munjci lt[ e fy }f .
whole of the province. Itisa novel piece of legislati D e
y : s : ‘allon, except that only
in Madras, there is a somewhat similar plece of legislatj q e
other district or province where a legislation Jike t el Ly

: i ; his is on the Statute Book.
At the same time, Sir, the public have not yet been given any opportunity
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to know even the contents of the Bill.

shed in the official Gazette. Only to protect some tenants, the larger
interests of the general public who will be affected thereby should not be
minimised and should not be lost sight of. I .do not see the difficulty of
agreeing to the proposals for circulation because the hon. member has pro-
posed that it should be done before the 31st October. So, Sir, if by this
process of circulation a few days are taken to get the opinion of the public
all throughout the province as they are likely to be effected thereby, I do not
think we should grudge that delay. My friend the hon. Mr. Abdul Matin
Chaudhury has said that it is only the Sylhet town that is affected by the
Bill.  But the provision in Section 2 says that it may be extended to other
towns simply by a notification; and if a legislation is passed with regard to the

Sylhet town only, I do not see any reason, rather it will be most fair, to ex-
tend the provision of this Act to other towns whenever any demand comes at
least for uniformity’s sake. There is practically no legislation for adjust-
ment of the rights of tenants and landlords and everybody admits that

there should be some adjustment. But that is no reason why it should
be rushed through within this session without even letting the public know
the provisions of the Bill.

Another point I should like to say is this.
Rahman raised objection to the term ‘revolution
cven by the Hon’ble Minister in charge.

It says A tenant who is entitled to comp
whom a suit for ejectment is instituted and
after the commencement of this Act or 15 d

to the court for an order to sell the land at a price to be fixed by the
court”. L do not know how to describe this provision as anything else than
revolutionary. There are some other provisions in the Bill which lead one
to think that the provisions

< have been one sided and hard on the landlord
whose interests are also to be looked after by this hon. House.

With these few words, I support the motion for circulation for eliciting
public opinion within 31st October.

A

.~ ULANA ABDUL HAMID KHAN :  atafyy corfirss wcgtaa, faoms
B8 A=1I¥ A3 Amendment Bill, #3t% wtada #ry R NR) WAt
1A AR X AW wifAutTEa, wifq sia 1w s @32 sacsle @
frenB 539 AT WA Al I3 95| A4ty =g ™l N
wiata SfEWS! Ae | aftr ans fraws wfwm st @er 1w W@ Cx
CoTmA Nt 9] fats, stea Bfwe, wrwrn, ety a A w3l
MEL 47S AN AT AT | ¥oNG 147 Afqqyeay T8 MNifeF Wil
etwty 39 Wiaw &3 refa Q3w wfyy etayag SIRIH7 BT, g 3 wR
757 A BfFA, WWA  Grwiz nzIfeas F[ap AT fow|  weaw |
A 43T AT Aqfad Afs @ 951517 571 23 SAANAL Adfs farws
8§ AT 9B Statal (wedi—“a® 3 33 19 fafese @ Bte) w35 @ca
Frafe—afMRicIa RMK I 22 srel @&em wnag sges Ao girs w33
3iy HSAY WA WL | 9F @I oare @ quw g BIF offig

The Bill' has not even been publi-

My friend Maulavi Abdur
ary” which has been used
Sir, I may refer to section 17.
ensation under clause 14 against
pending may, within 15 days
ays of service of summons, apply

¢ Lo
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Bfrag ofeiza | A9l A Sfeare frstey  BfEa ot uifed
At AMTsIgA—cotata  @fs. Wejrsia eRae—aw, sk, AR
AZ1AS 9| g3 | (3% WA 17 cotata Aztas) Ifars AR ol 2¥a
sfanra IrST 28CS Brmn ITx WLI—CaR SLu W A3CS WHT ) WSAR
affy facasal of7 Waw estfers aw 3fcs z3ca oo A@d SfF,
ifaRta 932 SrFta fsics sfwitag aoji6ia =30s 3@ #31 7=tz faaww
I 2@ Arars qsfiA & aF FFACS T 233 Al Asfiq AU ALIA
fafes—aga/¥ otd gtera—sizde A §® al sfqwa «wify fa@sat
+f1 (1 @2 Bill wy arfacay fosa 394 =f5arg (¥ wasn 3f@a= )
sta) aTaa atwaErAs JRcs. cfqrste @ AgEz fafTs AvEan Aetests
T A soae sigta sMAEE 42 T9BIA 2ES I(H ARET | AT
@2 Bill 93 #tficsd fSSd circulation 4T CFTA Fad1a 23CIA | Select
Committee (S “SICATd ABI4T (aty 37 A5CR AR5 28cq|  fany  &faqys
cFra 2Acataa AF9F 3fast arw sg 11 Sclect Committee ¢& el Mwrz
&7 Sig2 St 28T |

Basu RABINDRANATH ADITYA : I gave notice of a similar amend-
ment but as the hon. member Maulavi Ashrafuddin Md. Chaudhuri. has
already made an amendment, T think I shall speak on this. T shall support
the amendment that has been moved by him. So far as I understand from
the speech of the Hon’ble the Minister of Revenue, T think he also accepts
some of the provisions of this Bill.

I do not know which of the provisions of the Bill he accepts and which
of them he wants to reject. Whatever it may be, if he accepts the principle
of the Bill that some status should be given to the tenants of the Sylhet
town, whatever difficulties there may be can be looked into by the Select
Committee, which consists of representatives of different interests from diffe-
rent districts of Assam and which will be quite competent to look to the
interests of all persons and all localities affected by the Bill

This Bill, Sir, stands on a different footing from other Bills. Because
once 1t is put on the legislative anvil, the vigilant landlords will take full
advantage of any delay in putting it on the Statute Book. The result will
be that the Bill, when enacted, will have little scope of operation. It is for
this reason that we say that it should be referred to a Select Committee, so
that the tenants of Sylhet may be saved from utter ruin. With these words,
Sir, I'support the amendment of Maulavi Ashrafuddin Md. Chaudhury.

- .MR. C. GQLDSM’ITH: Sir, T support the amendment of the Hon’ble
Minister for circulating the Bill for eliciting public opinion. I am for the
protection of the tenants. Therefore I do not support the statement that only:
few are concerned. Whether they are few or many, the tenants should be
protected. In this particular case the tenants may require. immediate pro-
tection. But, as the Bill says, the provisions thereof ‘may be extended to
other municipalities, and so other people belonging to those municipalities
have every right to give their opinion. Therefore I am in support of that
amendment. Another reason is that the Select Committee will report within
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a short time. The Select Committee must know the facts and for that
purpose circulation of the Bill will be necessary. I therefore agree with and
SM the amendment of the Hon’ble Minister.

AuLAVI ABDUL AZIZ; 1 rise, Sir, to support the motion for = refe-
rence of the Bill to a Select Committee. I do not think that the circulation
of the Bill for the purpose of eliciting public opinion will serve any useful
purpose, considering the fact that immediate relicf is required in the Sylhet
town area for which purpose the Bill is primarily introduced. The people
there, many of them, have been served with notice of cjectment, and unless
something is done immediately, they stand the danger of being cjected. Tt

as been recognised that they should have the occupancy rights which the
agricultural tenants of the rural area have, and the town tenants should have
cen given this right long ago. These people living in towns have, many
of them, big houses and other permanent structures made by them. And
they stand to lose much if they are ejected. ’
The Hon’ble Minister in Charge took exception to the retrospective
character of the Bill. But I submit, Sir, if it is not recognised, the henefit
of the Bill would be lost. The Bill should recognise, Sir, the rights of the
people residing in towns equally with those of the people living in the rural
arcas. TIn this advanced age it will be a misfortune if the rights are not given
to the towns-people and if the relations between these tenants and their land-
lords are not defined.

submit, Sir, that the motion for circulation of the Bill for eliciting
Public opinion is meant only to stifle the Bill or delay it, and it will serve
10 useful purpose. No doubt the purpose of circulating the Bill is to gather
opinions. - But after all the Bill will come for final decision on the floor
of this House and it is unfair of the hon. gentlemen who favour circula-
tion to disbelieve us here. 1 find from the list of members proposed for the
Select Committee that the landed interest has been sufficiently represented
in it. They can be trusted to take care of such interest in the committee.
W}ql: are not here Sir, to benefit some classes and to interfere with the
others.

The Bill provides that it can be applied to other places. For instance,
it can be applied to Goalpara. The conditions of the two districts are
almost similar, I do not see how the Jandlords will be adversely affected
by inclusion of the other towns of the districts of Sylhet and Goalpara.

Sir, in the absence of a legislation like this the relation between land-
lord and tenant in towns will be undefined. ‘So it 18 an additional advan-
tage to the landlords and as for the tenants it will be a safeguard against
oppression by the former. = .

f course there are certain provisions which appear to be drastic.
But, Sir, there will be no difficulty about that After certain additions and
alterations in the Select Committee the Bill . will come before this House and
we shall have the opportunity of considering the bros and cons of the Bill
along with the recommendations of the Select Committee, With these
words, T support the motion for reference of the Bill to the Select Commit-
tee.

THE HoN'BLE THE SPEAKER: The House stands adjourned till
2 p.m.

(After lunch)
THE SYLHET TOWN TENANCY BILL, 1937. (contd )

Rar sAuabur PROMODE CHANDRA DUTT ;g regard to the
discussion that has taken place, may I make a Suggestion. gI thinl‘z that
will meet the point raised. ~ If the hon. member Who has moved for reference
of the Bill to the Select Committee extends the time for rcporting up to the
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31st October, and if in the meantime the Hon’ble the Revenue Minister
undertakes to circulate the Bill for eliciting public opinions by the .15th
October, then all the opinions can be placed before the Select Committee
and the House can decide the matter. I think that will meet the point.

Tae Hon’sre Sryjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Govern-
ment is quite agreeable to this suggestion put forward by my hon. friend.

Tue Hon’sLe THE SPEAKER : It is now for the hon. member who
has moved the motion for reference of the Bill to Select Committee to say
whether he agrees to the suggestion that has been made regarding the exten-
sion of the date up to 31st October. In the meantime, on Fhﬂ Initiative of
the Hon’ble the Revenue Minister the Bill will be circulated for eliciting

ublic opinion. - ; :
> MAgLAVI ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY : I think, Sir, our
original proposal was to send the Bill to the Select Committee....

Tue Hon’sLe THE SPEAKER :...and the .rcporft thO tl_)c Su?mltted by the

sust. re vou agreeable to the extension ol the ime -
i ﬁ‘}[‘ittljiw QSH%{AF%IDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY : With regard to
the time I am agrecable. With regard to other matters.... _

Tue Hon’BLe THE SPEAKER :  You need not say anything.

Rar BaADUR PROMODE CHANDRA DATTA: Sir, the Hon’ble
Minister gives an assurance to the Assembly that he will c1rcul_ate it for
cliciting public opinion and if that is accepted by the House, this question
does not arise. ! <
\/W e are only concerned with the extension of the time. v

Mauravi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY: Yes, Sir, I agree
to the extension of time. ; ‘

KHAN BAHADUR Mauravi KERAMAT ALI: Sir, I am inclined tq
think that the title of the Billis misleading as 1t stands. It is called the
Sylhet Town Tenancy Bill, 1937. If you go through clausc:, 2 of the Bi
you will find that the Local Government may, by previous notifica tior,1
published in the local official Gazette, extend the operation of thjg Act to
any other municipal areas in the province of Assam. Therefore, this Bill
if passed, will be operative also in the districts of the Assam Valley. There:
fore this Bill does not effect Sylhet alone. 1 may tell you at OhCe; ¥Sir, that
in the Assam Valley no interest has been taken as far as this Bi)) i; con-
cerned, because they were under the impression that this Bj]]

ST will
affect the town of Sylhet. No mention of this Bill has been mage ino;'ﬁy
of the newspapers of Assam. Therefore none of the people whg may be

affected in the Assam Valley districts has been apprised of the
Bill like this is being introduced here. I am_ afraid the hon.
is in charge of this Bill does not intend that 1ts effect should be made o

rative in the Assam Valley, because in the names he has selected for %C-
Select Committee, he has put down only the name of Srijy¢ Gopi Ene
Bardalai alone from the Assam Valley District and all other nap, s
from the Surma Valley. S dppear

Mauravi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY: -
withdrawn. That hag been
KHAN Banapur MavLavi KERAMAT ALI: Inthat cage : ey
is intended to be operative also in the Assam Valley distf‘?étf tt}}llls Sl
selecting the personnel of the Select Committee, names of e,
fromrIfhf: IJ_XIssa.m Valley should also be included. members
HE HoN’BLE THE SPEAKER : The hon. member
any names. ok ember has not suggested
KHAI:I_BAHADUR Mavravi KERAMA'T ALI: 1
name of Srijut Rajendra Nath Barua.

fact that a
member whe

may suggest the
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. Mavravi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY : I am afraid the
list is going to be too long.

TrE Hon’bLE THE SPEAKER : T here are more names.

Srijut Gopinath Bardaloi.

Srijut Sarveswar Barua.

Maulavi Jahanuddin Ahmed.

Srijut Purna Chandra Sarma. ;

Rat Banabyr PROMODE CHANDRA DATTA: I suggest that the
name of Babu Kamini Kumar Sen be added.

THE Hon’err, THE SPEAKER : 1 think the list is going ‘to be inordi-
nately long,

MaAuravy ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY: In order that
every town he represented in the Select Committee, I th@nk there shoqld be
one member from Karimganj and another from Habiganj. 1In that view, 1
suggest Khan Sahib Maulavi Mudabbir Hussain Chaudhury from .Habxg.anj
and Baby Kamini Kumar Sen or Maulvi Mubarak Ali from Karimganj.

e lavLAv: ABDUL MATIN GHAUDHURY :  May I suggest the name
of Ma}ﬂana Abdul Hamid Khan to be substituted in place of my name ?
ON’sLE THE SPEAKER : Let me put the question to the House.

Mavrav, ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY : Sir, 1 am not
i%‘reeab!e to the substitution of Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan in place of
Maulavi Apqy| Matin Chaudhury.

R AULAVI ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY : Sir, has the Hon’ble

Revenue MiniSter withdrawn his motion for circulation ?

wish LHE HoN'pr; Spyjur ROHINI KUMAR GHAUDHURI: 1 do not
150 to presg my motion for circulation. ! . :

dra "8 Hon'nip pap SPEAKER @ The motion for circulation stands with-

its :;n. The Committee consisting of the following members is to submit

POt before the 31st October next.

The Hon’ble Revenue Minister.
2 han Bahadur Dewan Eklimur Roza Chaudhury.
Z Srijut Gopinath Bardaloi.
Srijut Lakshesvar Barooah.
5. Maulavi Abdul Matin Chaudhury.
6. Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy.
7. Bahy Akshay Kumar Das.
8. M, F. W. Hockenhull,
9. Mr. A. K. Chanda.
10.  Maulavi Jahanuddin Ahmed.
Srijut Purna Chandra Sarma.
12. Srijut Mahi Chandra Bora.
13.  Maulavi Munaw“:ara}li.

o v an gt s

No. 3.

At page 176, after jtem 20. Maulavi “Ashrafuddin  Md, Chaudhury *
the 49th line, insert the following, namely :—

“ Five members will form a quorum **,

4V.  miawavi Asnratuddin Md, Uhaud%
éhc motion was carried. UDABBIR HUSSA
HAN Samme MavrLavi M SAIN:  What is th 2
TuE Hon'mr g TnE SPEAKER : Five, SR
THE, ASSAM LOCAL RATES (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1937
MauLavi ABDUL MATIN. CGHAUDHURY . Sir, :

5 \ I be t e for
leave to introduce the Assam Local Rates (Amcndmcnt) Bil—ﬁ ¥ 0 mov

9317,
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- Tue Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : The motion before the House is that
~ leave be granted to Maulavi Abdul Matin Chaudhury to introduce the

~ | Assam Local Rates (Amendment) Bill, 1937

- a :-Q ‘: The motion was_carried, > See Co. v Ly
]
-

4

o Mauravi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY: I beg Sir, to
-".;! move that the Assam Local Rates (Amendment) Bill, 1937, be
Tt taken  into  consideration. This Bill is intended to amend:
d the  Agsam Local Rates (Amendment) Actof 1932. The last Coun-
cil has heen responsible for enacting several measures in the teeth of ‘very :

Vﬁhernent public opposition with the help of the solid official block. - Of
a

ik

the unpopular measures that were passed in the last Council, there is

not anpther measure which has roused greater discontent, shown more  dis-
regard to the public opinion and which has inflicted more unwarranted bul:-
den on the people than the Local Rates (Amendment) Act of 1932. By this
Act, Sir, Government was empowered to increase the Local Rates to. the
maximum of annas 2-8 pies per rupee of the annual value of the land. In
having got the power Government did not let the grass grow under feet.. Last
year, they issued notifications applying the Act to North Sylhet subdivision
of the Sylhet district. This year, the present popular Ministry following
their predecessors of the pre-reformed days issued notification extending it to

sthe Karimganj and South Sylhet subdivisions and I understand, that they
will apply the Act to Sunamganj and Habiganj next year. It is to amend
the Act of 1932 under which these notifications were issued that I move
this Bill. :

Now I would like to go little back to the history of this Act.
When in 1931, the Bill was circulated for eliciting public opinion, there was
such a volume of protest against this measure that any responsible Govern-
ment would have hesitated to enact that Bill) but, Sir, Government was not
responsive. Many melgorials were submitted to Government. Members
from Sylhet and Goalpara particularly my friends Maulavi Munawwarali,
Rai Bahadur W. N. Chaudhury, Maulavi Abual Majid Ziaoshshams and
Kumar Pramathesh Chandra Barua protested against this Bill very strongly,
but all was unavailing. Government conscious of the strength behind them
1iZ., a solid official block, turned a deaf ear to it. Not only that, most un-
forl:_unately, Sir, they exploited the Valley feeling. They played one WValley
against the other and carried that Bill. It is, Sir, to undo the mischief that
has been done that I have introduced this Bill.

... Now to go back to the main question, what was the justification of the
Bill that we are going to amend ? This Bill imposed additional burden of
taxation on the people. Does the economic condition of the country justify
this measure ? Are our people in a position to bear additional burden of
taxation ? These are the considerations that did not weigh with the
Government. They wanted more money and that the patient long
suffering animal the tax payer must be fleeced to pay the money. The ground
on Whlch.t}us Act was passed is rather curious. It was argued that the
temporarily-settled districts bear heavier incidence of taxation in the matter of
Local Rates than the permanently-settled districts and therefore to equalise

= the bUI‘an,‘the incidence of taxation should be increased in the permanently-
settlec.l districts. Now assuming for the sake of argument that the tem-
porarily-settled districts are heavily taxed, I think, proper course for the
Government would be to relieve the temporarily-settled districts of their
burden rather than impose additional burden on the permanently-settled
- districts. _ The tenancy system of Sylhet is rather peculiar. Itis not a dis-
trict of big landlords and tenants. Intermediate between them therec are
thousands of small Mirashdars and Talukdars and peasant proprietors, who
pay land revenue direct and are assessed Liocal Rates. These are the peo-
ple who have been very hard hit by depression, and they are now victimized
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by enhanced Local Rates. They cannot realise rent from their own
tenants and this fresh demand from Government is more than what they can
meet. Sir, I have got personal knowledge and experience of the difficulties,
trials and tribulations of these poor middle class of people in the district of
Sylhet and I feel very much for them. I am surprised that Government are
taking this opportunity at this particular time to impose fresh burden on
these people. But remedy lies in the hands of the House and I hope the
House will show their sympathy to this deserving class of people by support-
ing this Bill.

Tuae Hon’BLeE THE SPEAKER : The motion moved is that the Assam
Local Rates (Amendment) Bill, 1937, be taken into consideration.

Tue Hon’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Sir, T rise
to oppose this Bill. The Government after due consideration has decided
that the Bill in the present form cannot be accepted. The hon. members of
this House know that how lightly the permanently-settled districts of this
Province, particularly Sylhet has been treated in this matter. Sir, the
annual letting value of the district of Sylhet was determined at Rs. 2 per
acre sometime in the year 1879, and since then although the annual letting
value has considerably risen, in fact, the rate at which the local rate has
been realised remained at Rs. 2 per acre until this existing Act was brought

into force. Now, Sir, Government has taken in the past due con-

sideration of the economic condition and has been very slow in the
matter of bringing the Bill actually into force. It is only last year that the
_Act was introduced in North Sylhet and it was from 1st of April 1937 that
it has been introduced in Karimganj and Maulvibazar. In ‘two other
subdivisions the Act has not yet been introduced. This will go a great
€al to show that Government is not oblivious of the condition—the econo-
mic condition—of the people of the province. On the other hand, the
hon. members have to consider another aspect of the question. People—
the raiyats of the temporarily-settled districts—have to pay a rate of revenue
very much in excess of what they pay in the permanently-settled areas.
Gons_equcnlly although in the temporarily-settled districts the rate of local
rate is only one anna per rupee they have to pay for the same area of land
very much more in excess as local rate. For instance we can fairly fix the
annual value in the’ temporarily-settled districts at no less than Rs. 6 per
acre and for Rs. 8 for the same area of land they pay annas 6 as local rate
whereas for the same area of land in the permanently-settled districts they
pay lesser amount of revenue and so they pay less as local rate. Now, Sir,
what is the result of this state of things ? In the past although the people
in the temporarily-settled districts had to pay larger sums as local rate
they could not get as much benefit in proportion to the sums we paid to
Government, i.c., they could not get proportionate help in the shape of
grants to the local bodies. If we are taking the same standard of payment
in the matter of grant to local bodies—in the local hoard at Sylhet—then, Sir
Government grant would have been very much less than what they actual-
ly pay and that would have gone to a great extent to maladministration and
improper administration of Local Boards in the district of Sylhet. Now, Sir
the position is this. If we are going to repeal the Local Rates Act of
1932—which if this motion is accepted will practically mean—then either
the Local Boards in Sylhet will have to stop their legitimate functions or the
Local Boards in the Assam temporarily-settled districts wil] have to suffer
because a large sum of money will have to be granted out of Government
grant to maintain the Local Boards in Sylhet. Thatis the position to which
we have been driven now. It is for the hon. members of this House to
consider this, if they can concede to the motion of my friend, Mr. Abdul
Matin Chaudhury, they must be prepared ecither to have their grants to
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Sylhet Local Boards reduced or must be prepared to have the grants of
Local Boards of Assam Valley Districts considerably reduced. Now that
position T hope the hon. members of the House will” appreciate when they
cast their vote on this motion. 'The next question is clear that although
the people in the permanently-sett'ed district of Sylhet have been lightly
treated in this matter, are they really unable to pay the local rate which
has been imposed upon them.

Now, Sir, as I have, said _before, Government had been in the past
very carefully watching the situation and they had never been unduly harsh
where it was possible to avoid harshness. Itis for these reasons although,
Sir, at the time of moving this Bill originally— T remember my hon. friend
Srijut Sarveswar Barua supported me—we asked that the Bill should
not be brought into operation till 1934, they never brought the Act into
force until they found that the condition was such that this assessment could
be safely made. I however realise and Government realise that there is
still some trace of the economic_depression and from that economic depres-
sion the landlords - on whom this burden will directly fall, have not entirely
recovered. But if we come to some sort of arrangement whereby we can
reduce the maximum to-a hittle‘extent Government would be quite prepared
to consider that proposal. But, Sir, we cannot agree to such speeial reduc-
tion as has been proposed in this Bill. So I will ask the hon. members of
the House who are in favour of the proposed legislation to consider whether
it will not be reasonable, whether it will not be fair to the persons who are
paying higher rate. Hon. members who are in favour of this Bill—
may by sheer majority carry the Bill—but I ask them, I appeal to them, to
be fair to the poor raiyats of the temporarily-settled districts if they give
their vote in favour of this Bill. I ask them to consider the case fairly
between Sylhet and the other districts. L say, Sir, the people of the
temporarily-settled districts have already been overtaxed ; as they say ; they
need water-supply, they need other necessities of life which the Local
Boards can give them—they aeed all the amenities and help which the Local
Boards can give themn, and if we were to reduce the slender resources of
these Boards they will not be able to give them _these an_lcnities. So I weuld
ask the House to reject this Bill altogether in' the interests not of the
Government, because not one pie of it will come fto the coffers of the

Government, but to go to the help of the heavily-taxed people of the tem-
porarily-settled district | administration of the Local

s so that the norma
Boards may be carried on.
I assure the hon. mover

With these words I oppose this motion ; but ‘ 3
that if he wants, on account of the present €conomic depression, to

compromise with us for a short time, the Government will be prepared to

consider his proposal.
Maviavi MUNAWWARALI:  Sir, 1 heartily congratulate the
on’ble Revenue Minister on the ecloguence which = he has waxed on

the floor of the House this afternoon. ‘What a metamorphosis ? He is not
the same Mr. Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri, but he has used the same theme
and he has used the same argument that the then Finance Member had
recourse to in 1932 in supporting the Local Rates Bill. He is rightly afraid
of the weight of vote against his motion and with a view to prejudice the
watéshe has fmitated: hisychief injthe same manner as his Chief did in

-1932.
Tue HoON’BLE THE SPEAKER: Order, order, The hon, member

has used the words ¢ prejudice‘ the votes ”’. The language is not parliamen»
‘tary, as it conveys an imputation, J
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A&UL!\VI MUNAWWARALI: Much harsher language is used in
Parliament, Sir. He complains why the tax in the permanently-settled
areas should be lighter than in the temporary settled areas. That is the
burden of his theme,—that the taxation is lighter in the permanently-
-settled districts in the province than in the temporarily-settled districts;
but has he taken as much care to sift and to square the position with
respect to the capacity of the people to pay. Can he say that these people
are lightly taxed, that they are under-taxed, that they are not taxed to the
utmost capacity to which they could be taxed ? Has he examined the position
from the stand point of justice and equity ? Without doing that he has men-
tioned the case of the temporarily-settled districts in the Assam Valley which
he says are taxed heavier than the permanently-settled districts. Is that an
argument ? He ought to have met the question on its own merits. I do not
say that the people of the temporarily-settled districts are not heavily taxed,
but what I say is that the people of the permanently-settled districts are
-not able to pay this tax. I do not remember supporting the imposition
of any unjust taxation against them, not a single member from the perma-
_nc_ntly-sett]ed districts, ever opposed a proposal for the reduction of any
lniquitous tax, History is there, and T think history has belied the Hon’ble
the Revenue Minister when he is on the Government benches.

Then there is again the threat—(that threat was never given so bluntly
re. as it has been given to-day—) the threat of starvation of Local Bodies
y withdrawa] of Government grants, etc. What will happen ? The Surma
Valley (I mean Sylhet) Local Boards will starve, and the Brahmaputra
Valley Local Boards will also starve, if this Bill is carried. I think this
threat wil] carry no weight with any member of this House, because
Starvation only comes in with stagnation. But is there stagnation ? Has
the Government diligently explored all the resources of the province and
tried all other Ways and means to raise the finances of the province ?
AlaS,‘\.wthout doing thig they are going to tax the people !

Sir, then the Hon’ble Revenue Minister said that although the Act
Wwas passed in 1932 they did not enforce it till some time after on account
of the economic depression. But this argument is a most forceful argument
against the Act itself, that is to say, the Act was not justified ; for, had
it been justified it would not have been kept in abeyance. But now the
popular leader—one of the responsible leaders—in order to give effect to
this legislation has de

lightfully taken steps to give effect to very Act which
had been kept so long in abeyance o ot

TrE Hon’mrg Srjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: The Act
has;\/ag?;;dy

befo

been in force in Sylhet. ¢

¢ AULAVI. MUNAWWARALI: It was in force only in one sub-
division, and a peculiar and special reason was advanced for that which
cannot be made applicable to other subdivisions, It remained for a
responsible Minister, wholly and solely responsible to the Legislature and
to the people, to morally and delightfully give effect to this inequitous
Act. It affects the landlords, the holders” of the lands ‘merely. Isit so?
But as Ruskin says < bags and crags have the same results on rags ”
And who are the rags? The poor people who are down-trodden. who
are poor beyond all description. Does the Hon’ble Revenye Nihister
realise this phase ? I think he does not, otherwise he woylq not have so
merrily opposed this Bill—I do not know if he had i -'
in making his lively speech. As I have also tabled 5 similar motion for
introducing a similar Bill for amending the Assam Loca] Rates Act of 1932
I cannot but support this Bill with al' the emphasis that | can command, and
I am sure that the bogey of reduction of grants to Local Boards wili not
scare away anybody here in this House,

e . IS
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Sir, the Bill is so simple, and it has come in so simple a garb that it is
at once intelligible to all of us and I request the hon. House to pass
this Bill into Act in this very sitting of the Assembly. }

Basu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: It seems to me, Sir, that the Hon’ble
Minister in charge of Revenue has tried to create a wrong impression by
saying that if this bill is passed Sylhet people will be benefited while the
Assam local boards will be the sufferers. If I am rightly informed, I think
the procedure as regards the local rates is that every local board gets the
whole proceeds from the local rates of that subdivision and not of another
subdivision. So if this Bill is passed it is only the Sylhet local boards that
will suffer and Assam will notin the least be affected. So the question
of any suffering on the part of the Assam local boards does not arise at all.

Apart from the question of economic crisis which is admitted even
by the Government, recently in their communique published on the
4th June restoring the school fees to the original rate, where it is said that
the economic crisis is still continuing, I now like to raise another point regard-
ing this assessment of local rates under the Amendment Act. This mode in
which local rates have been assessed in the district of Sylhet, has been
most arbitrary, illegal, and unfair. I say, there has been no enquiry at
all to ascertain what is the actual area in a talug, the actual land under
cultivation or the actual area lying fallow or waste. No attempt has also
been made to determine the actual outturn received by the landlords
generally. Only a few of the landlords’ papers have been consulted to
determine the rate prevalent and that has been the basis in dctcrmining
the rates for the purposes of this assessment.

Now coming to the larger estates, I mean the estates that pay more
than Rs. 100 as land revenue, or estates which comprise more than 400 acres
land, there is an express provision in the Land Revcnue_ Manual. I think
the provision is referred to in the first proviso to section 2 of the Assam
Local Rates Regulation, 1879 as amended by Act VI of 1926, That proviso
lays down that in larger estates the annual value will be determined by the
actual rents received by the landlords, and that fallow and waste lands
will be left out of consideration. But, Sir, in the district of Sylhet, I
understand vhere are about one thousand larger estates, These larger
estates comprise perhaps more than half the 31‘&;_1 of the Sylhet district.
It is admitted by all, and I think it will be admitted by the Government
even, that within the area covered by the larger estates there are innumer-
able hills, large tracts of fallow lands yielding no return to the Jangs, But,
Sir, I am informed that almost all the larger estates had been fully assessed
and that at the enhanced rate. It is evident, therefore, that the assessment
made without collecting these datas have f_)een most ai‘bitrary and based
on an insufficient data. Therefore, I say Sir, that this assessment should
not s!t&and and should not be allowed tOIC(l)ntmu(;,

s regards the economic crisis, earn from the 3
Minister t%at the Government is ready to make a dedy (o ble Reent
rate owing to economic crisis. But I think Sir, t
deferring the operation of this Bill would be better
till the time the economic crisis is fully over.

With these few words, Sir, I wholeheartedly sy s
hon. friend Maulavi Abdul Matin Chaudhury, ~  PPOTt the Bill of my

MauLavi DEWAN MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY VIDYA-
BENODE: Sir, I beg to support the motion, made by my hon. friend
Mr. Matin Ghaudhury. Almost an identical Bill stands in my name in
to-day’s agenda. But as the ballot favoured the hon. mover of this motion,
I consider it advisable to support his Bill rather than move mine.

ction on the present
he original purpose for
served if it is deferred
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Sir, the question of local rates is not a new one. It has a history of more
than 58 years. When in 1932 the Assam Local Rates (Amendment) Act
imposed a heavy taxation on the shoulders of the people of Sylhet and
Goalpara, thousands of the people of Goalpara and Sylhet prayed to the
Government for postponment and reduction of rates. But alas, the then
Government paid no heed to their grievances. The Act was passed in spite
of the opposition of the people affected. Just at this critical juncture when
we are struggling for our existence the imposition and increase of our local
rates have broken the economic backbone of the people. Sir, the perma-
nent settlement was introduced in 1793 by Lord Cornwallis. It was
decided by the British Government that lands would be settled perma-
nently on a fixed rate. But that right has been infringed by introducing
the Local Rates Regulation which has been aggravated by the Assam Local
Rates (Amendment) Act of 1932, The Government have recognised the
local rates as part of revenue and this is an infringement of the permanent
settlement. It isa question of principle. There is a fundamental difference
between the Bengal Road Cess Act and the Assam Local Rates Act in that
whereas in Bengal it recognises the principle that it would be an infringe-

ment of the permanent settlement, in Assam in this Local Rates Regulation
1L 1s contravened.

. Itis, thercfore, necessary that the Act should be repealed. Moreover
n view of the

general distress and the continued depression prevailing ”é
the country and the perfunctory nature of the enquiry made by the revenu r
authorities in arriving at the principle of the present rates of asscssment °5
ocal rates I hope that the hon. members would lend their unammou
SUpport to thig amendment Bill. '
Baey LALTT MCr)nHI:N IEAR: Sir. local rates concern the ]and_Iord.;
and the tenants equally. Tt is, therefore a sheer injustice to enhance 1it a
a time when the country ig pafssin(, through an unprecedentegl economic
€Pression. The hop, members of the House remember that this enlhanie;
g‘;egmwas Passed in the teeth of unanimous opposition of the local rate
authzi-?:;;’ Sl? you have already heard that the enquiry made by the R.eve:n;?
enh bl determming the principle of assessment for the purpos
nhancement of Jocal rates has been most purfunctory, and that no
attempt has practically been made by the Government to find out the extent
of the area lying waste and unproductive in the estates—small or big. I
hope this House will agree with me, that, the economic condition of the
country does not justify the imposition of such an enhancement still now,
and T also hope that

: : the hon. members of this House will unhesitatingly give
its  assent to the Bill,

AULAVI MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : Sir, T
wholeheartedly su

! pport the Bill introduced by my hon. friend Mr. Abdul
Matin Chaudhury_ In 1793 when the permanent settlement came in ex-
istence, it was given to understand that the revenue of the permanently-
settled estates would not be increased. But by the Local Rates Regulation
of 1879 the Government made a departure from their previously adopted
policy and imposed a rate of 1 anna 4 pies per rupee of annual letting
value of !ands for all permanently-settled estates. Government fenhsam;cd
the rates further in spite of vehement protest of the people of l\%(lhciili
by an Amendment Act in 1932 which has comeinto f_orc:f;l in '{gttzd
Sylhet, Karimganj and South Sylhet subdivisions. Thmf 8és l;it =
a great deal of hardship to the landlord Fla;se:h omi at? S
these days of financial depression. The conditions o Thce Acfy HoER e
district of Sylhet is not unkrown to the Government. R ol
landlord classes power to realise local rates from the tenan .

o
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undoubtedly aggravate the hardships of the poor raiyaits vyho are alreiady. hal:d
hit. The present Bill is intended to go to the old rate, vz., 1 anna LS
the rupee of the annual value of permanently-settled lands. The Government
have recognised the hardship of the people when they negatived the proposed
enhancement of school fees. So I believe, Sir, that (_}qvf:mment can have no
objection to this Bill, especially when the present Ministers at. 'the dawnfof
the new era are given all the powers of administration. With these few
words, Sir, I support the Bill and commend it for the ‘consideration of the
House. : . ] '

Basu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: Sir, with all
the emphasis I can command I support the Biil as introduced by my friend, .
Maulavi Abdul Matin Chaudhury. The Hon’ble Revenue Minister has
given us, Sir, a show of his bygone days. He has tried to introduce into
this House, Sir, a ghost, which we from this side of the House believe has
been banished from the arena of practical politics. Bellev_mg s0, as_we do,
we do strongly protest against his eloquence id drawing up difference.ts
amongst the temporarily settled areas and permanently-settled areas. It’ 1S
no ground that if one of my fingers has been cut one finger of the Hon’ble
Minister also should be cut. We from this side of the House protest against
all undue taxation, be it for the people of the temporarily-settled area or for
those of the permanently-settled area. The only criterion and the only
aspect from which we should view and judge the question 1s whether the
people affected are in a position to pay the tax, 3“{‘_ : the question whether
the temporarily-settled arca is over-taxed does not arise. .

Sir, under the Act of 1932 the Government has been given enough
power of rule-making, and the local officers have been given enough power ;
and there has been, so far as we are concerned, ClaSSJ..ﬁCﬂtan of lands intg
A, B and C according to the sweet will and desire of the ‘ local officers. We
know in various estates, half of which is under water all tm‘ough.out the year
and is never under cultivation, and does not yield a single farthing of benefit,
either to the landlords or to the tenants still they are compelled to pay land
revenue over and above local rates, for these lands. In regard to some
other places where rivers cross, as between two taluqs_ the accretions are
demanded by Government and Government retain the right of fishery angd
the possessor and the landlords of different talugs have o pay the lang
revenue and also the local rates. I_WOUIC! ask th%l-éogsc 0 judge and say
whether the Hon’ble Revenue Minister 1s justiied in making ap appeal
which he did. TR -

Another reason, Sir, he brought before the House and gave it to under-
stand that the Local Boards of the Surma Va!ley will 1?‘3 starved. We have
here as hon. members two Local Boards CGhairmen of the SyJpeq district
One is Mr. Kamini Kumar Sen and he has supported this Bif. nother is
Khan Sahib Maulavi Mudabbir Hussain Chaudhury, and he as on hig feci
in support of the Bill, I'understand! ‘Apart from this, Sir, (e question j
whether it should be the starvation of the local board oy the starvatio 1?
the human soul. People can ill-afford to have money o, i n o

: n and
other things when they have not enough to eat.

Another factor which should be considered is that the A was passed; in
1932 ; but its application has been postponed from day  to «da Th
%gef.égsg argument that the tax should go is that it was Postponed frog:' 1-93ge

Another point, Sir. The Hon’ble Revenue Minister has said® ‘that dis
has given due consideration to the mark left by economi istr

g T > ) omic distress. The
Government say that the economic distress is alm

: ost gone and that there
only some foot-prints of it left, and that it is because of this that the Act IE:;:



184

been applied in some subdivisions first and in others next. It then comes
to this that the economic distress is passing from some subdivisions and is
presentin others. When the Act is going to be applied in South Sle:]e_t_and
Karimganj, it means that there is no economic distress in these subdivisions,
while it is present in the subdivision of Habiganj. I would ask hon. mem-
bers to consider the question and see whether it is possible. The cconomltc
distress is a country-wide, rather a world-wide factor, and how,can a sub-
division be isolated ? 1 do not know from what point of view Government
look at things, 7 . d
I put before the House an appeal with all the emphasis at my ccit/}lmitanvi
that it will kindly take into consideration the Bill of my hon. friend, a"; b
Abdul Matin Chaudhury, so that the people affected may,get \CUIRES ,—ftl )i
relief. T believe they will forget all bogies of temporarily and pcrma{l:}j bY
s;ttled dreas, starvation of local boards, etc., and thhmljt beéln% [‘S(E?]C Y
them, will do pro er justi the people who are in rea need c Yo
. SrRijuT GXUI%I Ijili%e? AOT AL{JKII)) AR : On a point of 11_1Format19n:
Sir. T want to know from the Hon’ble Revenue Minister, what is tlﬁe Iimxrll
ciple of distribution in granting aid to different local boards. From fi?f :gnt.'
Babu Kamini Kumar Sen we understood that the Contibl LRty 2 l; * the
local boards are made on the basis of the actual contribution paid Y!" m
p};&o;i_lle o,f the particular local board, If that be 50, we wa{:t 105 FIOWAHER
the Hon’ble Minister, whether that is the correct position : -
THE Hon'sre Ry, _].I i m}/}a NICHOLS-ROY : Sir, there are SC"‘”;};
S 245 given to each local board in the province of Assam. There o
medica] grants, primary education grants, general DLEPOSES grants a_o_
COMmunication grants, = These grants are given from the Govm-mnegt Plc ol
vincial revenye, The local rates are only for the local boards. The r
reévenue of the local boards is from the local rates. Rer
.. . SHAN BAamapug MauvLavi KERAMAT ALI : May I know w_h 5 lﬁn
It 1s a fact that the lesser the income from the local rates, the greater 1s the
contribution of Government.

HE HON’BLE Rpy, J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Sometimes Govern-
ment had to give financia] aid to the local boards that were in financial
d1str§ss, and that has been stated very clearly by Sir Abraham Laine when
he discussed this Bjl| in the old Legislative Council, I will now read that
statement :— o,

“I pointed out further that in the case of the permanently-settled areas
the arbitrary fixation of Rs.2 an acre as annual value, which was adopted
fifty-three years ago and is still in force, has little or no application to the
circumstances of the present day, with the result that in the past we .ha.vc
had to make good the deficit by disproportionate grants from the provincial
exchequer to the Local Boards in these areas in Sylhet.”

THE HoN’sLe tue SPEAKER: Ag 3-30 p.m., we shall have to
adjourn the House.

Mavuravi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY: Sir, I have got
to disapprove of the principle that has been advanced by the Hon’hle Minis-
ter in charge of Revenue. ‘Divide and rule’ has been his policy in this
matter. He is trying to incite the Assam Valley people against the Surma
Valley people in the matter of enhancement of local rates. It is no good
saying that because other people are overtaxed in the Assam Valley so the
people of Surma Valley should also be overtaxed. Sir, we have got here an
authoritative statement of one of the Chairmen on thijs point. There are
also several resolutions from some hon. members of the Assam Valley for
reduction of land revenue by 50 per cent. and they wish that the Surma
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Valley members will sympathise with them in this matter. Naturally,.
therefore, the hon. members from the Assam Valley will also feel the bur-
den of additional. tax on the middle class people of the Surma Valley. -

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : Sir,I shall be very brief in what
I have to say in regard to this Bill. The Hon’ble Revenue Minister. is.
threatening us.  He is trying to create a division between the Assam Valley
and the Surma Valley without any justification . whatsoever. : ;

THe Hon’BLE Srjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURTI : I said about.
temporarily-settied _districts.. i s ;

MRr. FAKHRUDDIN ,ALI AHMED : Now;, Sir, his threat is thatif
we support the principle of this: Bill the people of the temporarily-settled
areas will get smaller grant from the Government. I do not quite see the:
logic of this argument._ If the contribution has to be given to a particular
local board by the Government it will have just to be considered whether
such a board 1s realy in need of it or not. Should such a - board. be in fact
in need of contributien, it should not be given at the cost of another local
board, but it should be made possible by reducing the top-heavy expenditure-
of the Government and by .reducing the salaries of the Ministers. The-
fact which we should realise is whether the people of these areas where
reduction is aimed have capacity  to pay and. will suffer or not, if the
increased rate is allowed to, continiue. The same principle will have to  be:
considered when the question of reduction of land. revenue comes up.: My-
friend the Hon’ble Revenue Minister, is simply trying to: create.a division:
for a future purpose. As a matter of fact Government have not given any-
other justification or réason on which this Bill should be opposed. Therefore
I whole-heartedly support this Bill. | . ' ah-digat

RaAr Basapur PROMODE CHANDRA DATTA: There has been
enough discussion about this Bill. , 3 . L
= fTHE Hon’BLE Tt SPEAKER : I think the hon. member would be-

rief,

KHAN Safts MXutavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : Yes
I shall be very brief. T shall touch only the very important points. -~

Firs_t of all, I must say that I am sorry to hear .that the Hon’ble
Minister is playing the devils in a man. He wanted to set up one hand
against the othér. Thete is'no justification in saying that if one hand is
burnt the other hand sHould cqually be burnt. Rather the. opposite
should be the case. If the people in the temporarily-settled arcas are over-
taxed, I should'say that the Hon’ble Minister should have come forward
with a'Bill-to'relieve thém of theburden of taxation rather than tax the.
people of the péfinéﬁentlj'?Séttléd areas.

Then, Sir, most of the members do not know what is ¢
this Act—I mean the Local Rates Act, 1879. First of
ciiactéd by a irré’si)"b'i{sfblg Idecr'i’gm(’:nt agd it was
same time inequitous, and I am sorry to find t i :

SSERRDIE ARSI (5 e potptusted by 4 léacfvf:};;fm‘;niqu;&mf_ and, un-
which is'of the peoplé anid by the people and for the = ]w ch.is popular

Then, Sir, as the hon. Maulavi Muhammad Ahb'e({))P %h' Gild e ol
the fLo_cal_Ratcs Act itself was an infringement on the ﬁ;hf titlzuiuhilgt;fsg
conferred upon the people of the Permanently-settlad areas. It may be

people of the perma-

he implication of
_ all this Act was
most arbitrary and at the

argued why ' there was no objection on the part of the
nently-settled areas when it .was first enactlt:d inolfglg

Rar BAmabur PROMODE CHAND ; " vel
it | RADATTA: There was a very
KHAN" Sanis- Mavravi  MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CGHAUDHURY :
rnment was nota responsible Gove

he public opinion.

There was agitation, -but the then Gove
eroment and placed no weight upon ¢




186

Since the operation of that Local Rates Act
are still hearing that argument that when once we
go there is no justification in opposing  another in
conferred by the Permanent Settlement Act.
once allowed one anna in the rupee of the an
mean that we should be
rupee is exhausted.

Then I should like to mention the irregularities of this Act and the
anomalies and the change which has been perpetuated by the Amendment
Act of 1932. First of all, 8ir, my hon. friend has already referred that we
have got in Sylhet some large estates and small estates ; large estates are those
that have got more than 400 acres in area and pay land revenue of more
than 100 rupees. It has also been provided in the Local ‘Rate Act with
regard to large estates that only the cultivated portion and such portion from
which the landlord derive an income would be taxed. Asa result most of
the larger estates have been partially taxed and small estates have been
fully taxed. Amongst large estates a differentiation has been made. In
Some pargannas having similar class of land and having the same rate of rent
some of the large estates have been fully assessed and others have been
partially assessed. Again, Sir, a large number of estates which were regarded
as large estates in 1879, now owing to the opening of separate accounts and.

at the same time owing to civil suits and compromises have fallen into . the
category

ing the same,

have allowed our right to’
fringement on ' the rights’
Thisis no fogic. If we had’
nual value and that does not
allowing two annas, three annas and so on until the

I can cite instances of many estates that have come to the

category of small estates but with regard to local rate it has been assessed as.

large estates.
h&n_again, Sir, some estates............

Sriyur KAMESWAR DAS: Ona point of order, Sir. Is mnot the
rate in'question in this present Bill and not the mode of assessment ?

THE Hon’arg THE SPEARER: That comes. The hon. member is
showing the inequiry of rate and the manner of assessment. [

Kuan Samg MAuravt MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY :
Then, Sir, many of the esta

I would refer the hon.
that each of th

of the same piece of such ejmali land irrespective of shares that has been
assigned to each of the estates. Then again, Sir, if any of the hon. members
cares to consult thak map of the Sylhet district, he will at once find that
many of the {taluks overlap each other in area but each #Zalfuk has been
assessed to local rate for the whole area. . 2

A4 Voice: How can the hon. member say that the rate isnot just as
the thak area—that the rates are diflerent ?

Tiue HoN'BLE THE SPEAKER : The point is that there are lands which

are joint amongst many taluks and assessment has been made on each
estate on the whole areq,

members to the local rate register. He will find

KuAN Sanm  Mavravi MUDABBIR HUSSA'N . CHAUDHURY -
Again according to Land and Revenue Regulation, Sir, proprictors can open,
separate accounts, with the result that many of the separate accounts have
lands much more than what has been stated in the Petition for opening such
lands. In separate accounts, in stating the area, they have stated 10 ja/s in.
place of 50 hals and sometimes much less. The result is the owner of the
separate account s enjoying 50 hals and paying local rate for 10 4qs only, If

]

it has been argued and.we.

&
. AT Ve

of smaller estates, the former assessment of local rates remain-

tes have got ejmali Jands and what is the result ?.

€se estates have been assessed to local rate for the whole area.

A\



187

any-body comes forward with a prayer that a separate account or an  estate
be surveyed, and local rate be assessed on the actual area he is asked to make
a deposit in  advance of a sum much more' than what is needed for the
purpose in contravention to section 10 of the Local Rate Act of 1879.

Siry these are the main anomalies that have been, created under or by
the said Act, and now that Act has been amended in 1932 with a view to
increase the taxation at any tate by 100 per cent. In these circumstancc_s,
¥ think, that the Local Rate (Amendment) Act that has been introduced in
this House and that is before the consideration of the House' should have the
whole hearted support of the hon. members. 14 bl

MAULAVIABDUR RAHMAN : - Sir, in order to enlighten the House
how the local rates are distributed by - the Government I rise to “speak
a few words. " Sir, I thought my friend Khan Sahib Maulavi: Mudabbir
Hussain Chaudhuri will speak on this point as he 'has got pef‘sonal
experience of it_as Chairman of the Local Board. As has been said by
my hon. friend Babu Kamini Kumar Sen, the local rates realised from' each
subdivision are actually consumed by the Board of that particular Subdivision
and they are not allowed to be taken from -the Board of that - Subdivision to
any other.Board.. On this point, I should like to give a very vivid example.
"Two of the big Mahals of Habiganj were auctioned and these were purchased
by the Government. Then, Sir, the local rates were stopped by Government
for being contributed to the Board and the Board had to make a reference to
the Deputy Commissioner of Sylhet and I understand Government have to
contribute the amount that were realised out of those two mahals as local
rates to the Habiganj Local Board. Now the argument advanced by the
Hon’ble Revenue Minister that the Local Boards of the other Valley would .
suffer if any reduction is being caused by the introduction of the present Bill
in the Boards of the Surma Valley falls to the ground, I think. This
argument cannot. stand becausc of the fact that the local rates realised
from’ each subdivision are spent for the purpose of that particular Board .
only. " With these few words, Sir, I beg to support the amendment. e

 K1AN Bamapur Maurayt  MUFIZUR  RAHMAN:  Sir, I rise’ to

whole-heartedly support this amendment., I would speak a few words for
the information of the hon. members of this House. From the answers to
the unstarred questions at page 26, the hon. members will find that
there are altogether 49,968 permanently-settled estates in Sylhet. Of these,
49,014 estates comprise less than 400 acres of land and pay revenue below
Rs.100. * Local Rates are assessed also in-all the estates which are below
400 acres of land without any consideration of their wastes angd unproductive
lands.” There are thousands of big estetes with waste lands, About 50
people applied for the survey of their waste and unproductive lands. The
a\;::ragc lif:nc; }n clahss I Pargaz}as 18 RSI.‘I (()ir over per acre.
who applicd for the survey of waste lands were required to
acre assuryey fees: . The ly_cs'uit was that out o_fqone tho pay annas 4- per

: ¥ usand big estates
only -10 estates  were surveyed. T hope all the hg 8,
this in mind and support the amendment. % mCﬂjbers will bear_

ThE Hon’sLE REV. . J. M. NICHOLS-ROY - :
words in this (:omu::ction:I ‘{"‘irst I will make a Statcf'ncrzt};?e\? to lrslpe.alk a few
regard’to the percentage of the local rates in Assam Valle aors tI e !—Iogse in
V.allcy and the local rates obtaining in Mymensingh dis{ri;:; T
with the district of Sylhet. I cannot do better than read f v compans_o? )
which Sir A. J. Lainé delivered at the time whe: €ad from the speech

hicl . J 1 this Bill was discussed.

s?‘lci. oy | wil“ illustrate my argument by quoting tha statistics of':!?:sirfcidcri:
(l)} ocal rate per square miles and per head of the population in the district
of Mymensingh as compared with the district of Sylhet. Mymensingh with

Those gentlemen
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"an area of 6,299 square miles contributes no less than Rs.6,87,255 by way of
local rates as'compared with the contribution of Rs.2,72,486 from the district
of Sylhet for an area of 5,680 square miles.’ In other words the mclc_icnce of
local rates'in Mymensingh is Rs.109 per square mile as compared with only
Rs.48 in Sylhet. e ‘ :

v Mavravi MUNAWWARALI: Ona point of ordcr, Sir. Is the
Hon’ble Ministerin order ? '

Tre How’sre THE SPEAKER : He is not giving way. :

Tae Hon’sre Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY':" “Similarly, if we take
the incidence per head of population we find that’ the ‘average contribution
paid per head in Mymensingh is nearly 40 per cent. higher than 1t’filc average
contribution paid in Sylhet. The result is, Sir, that whereas 1n ymcrlls;ng}’;
the Local Government’s grants-in-aid to local "bodies constitute only 2
per ceiit. of their total income, in Sylhet the Assam Government has hitherto
contributed no less than 64 per cent.” :

" MavLavi MUNAWWARALI: Is it justifiable on the part of the
Hon’ble"Minister to speak about a district which is in Bengal ‘Y}}Cf_c the
condition is'quite different from that of the districts in Assam 2

' Tue HoN’BLE THE SPEAKER : Let us hear what hesays.
THE Hon'sLE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : ' “Is this fair, Sir, to the

Provincial exchequer and to the general tax-payer ? Is it fair to the local.

boards in the Assam Valley ? If we compare the incidence of local rate

taxationin Sylhet with its incidence in the temporarily-settled districts of,
the Assam Valley, the same disparity will appear. ' In Sylhet, for instance,
the' incidence of local rate per square mile “of “settled land “works out at

Rs.59 persquare mile, ' In Darrang it 1is Rs.72," in. Nowgong Kul, in
U?khirgpuqus.Bﬁ, in Kamrup Rs. 102 and in Sibsagar .R?:-l‘?gf. :
. “Mavravi MUNAWWARALI: The Hon’ble Minister is comparing
Calcutta with Sylhet. - (Loud laughter.) =~ ° “Simi inci
" ‘FuE HON’BLE Rey, J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: “Similarly the inci-
dence per head of population works out to a rough average of 2 "annas and
7 pies for the five ‘temporarily-settled  districts of the AS??m..VaUQY, as
against 1'anna 7 pies only for Sylhet. In other'words the average amount

of'local rate paid per head in our temporarﬂyfsc—ttkd districts is approxi-

mately 63 per.cent: higher than the average paid per head in_ Sylhet.”

(The debate was postponed for want .bf tlmc) !

ADJOURNMENT MOTION REGARDING THE FASTING RESORT-

“ED TO BY SRIJUT®' BEPIN CHANDRA' CHAKRAVARTY IN

CONNECTION WITH THE LOCK OUT IN THE DHUBRI MATCH
FACTORY ' ; ' : :

‘Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALTI AHMED : Sir, I move that the House do
adjourn for the purpose of discussing ‘a definite matter of urgent public
importance, to wit, the imminent danger to life by fasting, resorted to by
Srijut Bepin Chandra Chakravarty, leader of ‘the Dhubri Match Factory
Workers’ Union; as'the culmination of the lock-out of the said Factory, due
to refusal of the employers to concede to ‘the legitimate demands of the
workers regarding wages, hours of work, ete, - ¢ - i o P

Sir, the Hon’ble Members on the Treasury Benches have their own
worries and anxieties these days and I am awhilly sorry if T have been res-
ponsible for increasing their worries since yesterday. “But I shal]l keep them
no longer in suspense and say at the oatset that'the purpose of ‘my “adjourn-
ment motion is not to censure the cabinet for'thé lock-out which has ' culmi-.
nated in the fasting of Srijut Bepin Chandra ‘Chakravarty, ‘but to acquaint.
the members of this ' House and the Hon’ble ‘Ministers with the ‘actual state,

e -
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of affairs in that Match Factory with a view to bring about a settlement: of
the dispute between the workers and the employers and to attend to the
needs and miseries of the workers who have been suffering as a result’ of this
lock-out. Then, Sir, my purpose is also to criticize and censure the Govern-
ment for action which have no doubt aggravated the misery of the people
who have been victimised by this lock-out. 'Sir, I shall be failing in my duty
if I do not place before this House a history of this Match Factory and’ the
strikes which have been occurring in Dhubri from time to. time:" I do not
know if the hon. members are aware that this Match Factory at Dhubri was
started some time in 1926 with about 500 werkers. Things went on ‘quite!
well till 1930-31 when the world wide depression: had its affect on the
Factory. As a result of this depression the management of the Factory ha.zd
to reduce the wages of the workers and also bring about a: retrenchment in
the strength of the workers. This reduction and retrenchment brought  the
first dispute at Dhubri between the workers and the management. « Tt went
on for a certain time.and ultimately the workers, of Dhubri: Match Factory'
surrendered. Sir, again a second dispute arose between the workers and’
the management some time in the year 1933-34 as. a result.of further reduc~:
tion in the wages and in the strength of workers. - Again the result' was the
same because the workers were not till then organised, there wasno one to
look’ after their interest and the workers, had. no. other. alternative but to
surrender. The third dispute arose in 1935-36 on the same ground-between
the workers and the management. = This time, threugh-the efforts: of some
people in Dhubri, a Union was brought into. creation: among.-the workers,
and, therefore, a compromise was effected between:the management and the
Union on the following among other terms.:— 1 a2

~ First, that the 'proposed cuts. in wages. will be - withdrawn by the
managercnt., - . ' ~nrrin = - |

Secondly, that further reduction of workers. will ] be stopped by the.
management.
Thirdly that no action will be taken by the. management against any-of

the strikers, ) :

- Fourthly, wages will be increased by the management in .some . of the
Departments’; and

Fifthly that fine funds will be utilised by the management for the wel-
fare of the workers. ]

Sir, this settlement was arrived at between the, Workers’ ‘Union and the
management in. 1935-36. Things went on quite nicely for a few months :
but this agrcer_ne_nt unfortunately was, soon b_roken by the management,:
The management first reduced the production in the Factory though theg;
had agreed not to reduce the same. The production .was reduceq not - for
want of supply, but to bring about a  corresponding increase in their. -
Calcutta Factory ; and what was more, they went to. the extent. of using the
label, * which were meant to be utilised at the Dhubri Factory Wifl:l this
decrease in . production a cut in wages. to the extent of one-third, and “also
reduction in the number of workers was. introduced by the manag t

Then, Sir, the workers had also been agitating for the ip pcil 17
of the Da.rwa.m_;. But the management,, disregarding the Aﬁrease am 'pa)tf
forward by the workers, brought some new Darwans from Cerlnan ; ?ua
much higher rates of pay than those prevailing. at . Dhybri F i ta the
time. * As a result of these and many other injustices the actox;y tiaes £
the Union tried to bring the workers’ grievances ta 't}:‘:pfgiﬁ;: . Ef tl?e'
management, which not only ignored these grievances but - also - turned
deaf ears to' them. Ultimately when 3

. the anagi Director of : the
Company came to Dhubri, the representatives ging irect

of the Union approached
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him and on this representatio

Birector. The workers, according to the direction, stopped their work at

about 12 on 14th December 1936, went to the Manager’s Bungalow and,
on being asked by the Managing Dircctor, narrated. their grievances. . The
Managing Director, after heari

3

ment among the workcx:s. Thcp Sir, as they
: hat very day an immediate notice was issued
to them that the work will be stopped in the Factory and that they need not
Jjoin the work til] further notice, So, Sir on the 14th December 1936 under
the instructions of the Manager and the Managing Director a lock-out at
the Dhubri Factory was brought about and since that time till now the

Company got out of these new hands
employed since 30th April 1937,  The only thing worth our consideration
is t.hat the management showed utter disre

only‘aggravated the situations, which had been brought about by the lock-out
Ot the management but also perpetrated another act of injustice. To acquaint
themselves with those facts and situation a number of workers of this Union
went all over Assam and many of us have since.read about it in the news-
Papers.’ On these representations a public meeting was held at Gauhati and
a resolution was passed against this action of the Govcrnmcn_t after. which
the Government withdrew the said order of the Deputy Commissioner, :
THE HoN’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : On a point

of information, Sir, May I know when the public meeting of Gauhati was
held.

-Anember say it was 3rd of July ?

FAKHRUDDIN ATl AHMED: T cannot give the exact date,
it was about a month ago. This order was withdrawn after the resolution
of the said public meeting at Gauhati was sent to the Government, and

the Hon’ble Revenue Minister is perhaps aware of this resolution which was
forwarded to the Hon’ble Chief Minister.

Sir, this was the situation when the said public meeting at Gauhati
was convened, -and when all the

! se facts were brought to our notice by the
representatives of the Union I took upon myself the responsibility of going
to the spot and te find out what

- M&, FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: About a month ago. ;
\;{énowm Srgur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : Does the
hon

MR,

[ actually the trouble was. Sq last week, I’
think, it was en the 25th of last

month, T went to Dhubri, and I directl
approached the workers and the ictimi y

THE HON’BLE THE SPEAKER: The Hon. member’s timc'is.ncal'lj’
up and he has not yet come to the strike,

1 the workers were sent for by the Managing

ctory with new hands, It is not for me

Ay
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\4{. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: ' I am coming to it, Sir. Asa
result of this lock-out a number of people are suffering and there is sickness-
prevalent among the workers. Not to confine my enquiry to. one side of
the story, I saw. the Manager: of the Match l.i‘actory as well, .and I asked
him about all these things. He, of course, denied all the allegations, but on’
being asked whether he would be prepared to refer the whole matter to an-
arbitration and abide by its decision declined the offer of arbitration whlch'
the workers willingly accepted. - When my attempt, the attempts qf the
workers, and of the Union failed to bring about any settlement of this dispute
due tothe unwillingness of the management Srijut Bipin Chandra Cha-
kravarty resorted to fasting in order to bring this matter to the notice of :
the Government and the Public in Assam. : 0

Sir, this is a grave matter. We are not concerned with the fasting
and whether the person is justified in resorting to fasting or not, but the

THE Hon’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDH[_JRI: Sir, I think.
the hon. member has strayed far away from the motion. T.hc motiomn
says ‘‘imminent danger to life by fasting resorted to by Sl’l_}l_lt Bep:{n Chandra
Chakravarty” but he now says that he is not concerned with fasting. - -

THE Hon’sLE THE SPEAKER : The hon. member should be allowed
*®°Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: I do ‘not understand” the
purpose of my hon. friend in objecting to the way in which T have been
treating the matter. He knows it very well that this fasting of Babu Bepin
Chandra Chakravarty is for a definite purpose and unto death tll some-
thing is done to bring a relief to the suffering of the workers, resulting from
the refusal of the management. of the Dhubri Match Factory to redress
their grievances. Babu Bepin Chandra Chakravarty has dope all that wag"
possible for him. He approached the Gow:ernmcnt, and, I think my Hon’ble
Friend went to Dhubri and in trying to bring about a  settlement suggested
that the matter be referred to an arbitration. _ The ‘Workers’ Union and
Babu Bepin Chandra Chakravarty accepted this suggestion and agreed to
abide by the decision of the Arbitration Board, but when this suggestiorn
was referred to the Management through the Deputy Commissioner of
Goalpara, it was rejected and I think my Hon’ble friend cannot deny the
statcment....,,

THE Hon’sLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI
the Statement, Sir. (laughter.)

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : It may be very easy for him
to deny the statement to-day as there is nothing in writing, but the circum-
stances are such that they will speak for themselves and the Deputy Com-

missioner could not have acted without the authority or instructions of the
Government

I.deny

THe Hon'sLe Sryjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Ona

point of information. Does the letter of the Deputy Comimissioner co
any rgfcrcnce, that'the Ietter had been written as a result of my i
tions ?

MR, FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: That may not be so,. but it
refers to arbitration. He cannot deny his visit to Dhubri. '

THE HQN’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: T do not
deny my visit (o Dhubri, :

MR, FAKHRUDDI.\r ALI AHMED : Therefore,
before  the House for discussion and taking necess
to bring about an amicable settlement “between the
Ma_naggzmct}t, and thussave the lifc of Srijut Be
which is heing cndangered as a result of the fast

ntain
struc-

I place this matter
ary' steps in order
workers and the
pin Chandra Chakravarty
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Tue Howx’ble THE ' SPEAKER : The motion moved is that the
Assembly” do now adjourn.

: (A voice.) : . :

On a point of information. I want to know what is the connection
of Babu Bepin Chandra Chakravarty with the Match Factory, and for
how long he is connected with them, and what is his native place.?

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Babu Bepin Chandra Chakra--
varty  is the Secretary of the Workers’ Union, and he has been there for
some time in connection with the Union’s work at Dhubri. Itis not for
me to say what his native place is. All that I am concerned with is that
he is connected with the workers, resides at Dhubri and his life is in

danger. :

\;&AUMVI GHYASUDDIN AHMED: Sir, I think I should make a
statement in connection with the Dhubri Match Factory affairs, My hon.
friend Mr. Fakhruddin has related only a partof the story and has not
given out the other part. In this ¢onnection I should like to say that there
1s a dispute as to the word to be used whether it should be lock-out of strike.

Y hon, friend callsita lock-out but the Management call it a strike,
but there is a'dispute as to which term is cotrect, As regards the hunger
strike of Babu Bepin Chandra Chakravarty I should like to state that he
15 not a member of the Workers’ Union at Dhubri. He is a man of Bengal
and came to' Dhubri- at the timié when there was a strike in the Match
Factory in Dhubri some years ago, but after the strike there was satis-
f‘.’-cmr}’ a scttlement and 'he went to another Match Factory to try the
“Xperiment of Dhubri there, but in that he failed. On the previous strike one
o the terms of settlement between the workers and the management was that
the present Manager who was in another factory should be brought to Dhubri,
when he was brought the workers becan working for some time, and aftcg
some time they began disrespecting the Manager. On 13th Decémber 193
one;of the. managing Directors came from Bombay tosettle matters. Fe assu-
red the workers that heir demands would be met and requested them to go to
the factory at once to work. They went to the factory and kept silent for some
time. This was: on the 14th December morning, when the authorities
found that the workers were not willing to begin work they shut the doors
of the factory and since then the workers are out' of employment. Some
months passed oy without any settlement and ultimately we sent a letter
to the Manager on the 1st of May being requested by the leading gentlemen
of the town to bring about a settlement. We received a reply on the 10th
May and we again addressed a letter to the Manager the next day
requesting the Manager to come to some sort of decision with the r cpresen-
tatives of the workers, the Manager and the Deputy Commissioner’ with a
view to arrive at ‘some amicable settlement. On the 17th May three re-
presentatives of the Workers’ Union, myself, Maulavi Jahanuddin Ahmed and
Srijut Jogendra Narayan Mandal, Members Legislative Assembly went to the
factory and held preliminary discussions. The first point workers represented
was that there should be no victimisation, On that point the negotiations
broke and we informed the Deputy Commissioner that perhaps we could
not proceed further as neither the Manager nor the workers agreed to any
via media and we had t6 stop our negotiations. After sometime Babu Bipin
Chakravarti came to Dhubri in connection with this deadlock. In the
meantime there were two criminal cases, one resulting in a final report by
the police and another is still subjudice. Then he hastened to Gaubhati,
All along we were consulting what measure should be taken in order to
bring about a compromise. But the attitude taken by the workers and the
Manager could not give us any clue as to how we could come to a
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settlement. =~ Our Deputy: Commissioner-met the workers several times during
this period: and stressed on them that there should be no act of indisci-
pline. In this respect the Deputy Commissioner showed his utmost for-
bearance. Onreturn from Gauhati Bipin Babu held a meeting at Dhubri in
the last week of July. I was also -present in that meeting. We requested
the workers and also the public to find ways and means so that we may have
some hope of settlement. 1 also requested the Manager and asked himito
give some hope of settlement. His reply was that he already had taken
150 workers and that it would not be ~possible for him - to discharge these
persons again. ‘If they were discharged again they would create troubles and
in future, he feared, he would not geta single man even to clean : his
machinery. ~When Mr. Majid was there ' the original proposal of settlement
was that the Manager would take 260 men immediately and 10 he would
chuck out for good, and the remaining 80 will be given works gradually.
This the Manager said because there was very little demand for . matches
in the market and that he was unable to employ so many hands then.
But the Workers’ Union did not agree and insisted that there “should
not be ‘a single victimisation among them. ‘Thus the efforts for com-
promise failed.

I left Dhubri on the 30th and when I was coming I saw Mr."Bepin
Chakravarti. He was lying down in bed and starving. We thought that
the management would take a lenient view ultimately but both the
parties did not come to any agreement.

My friend says that Mr. Chakravarti is the Secretary of the Match
Factory Workers’ .Union. But I can say that he is not. He sometimes
visits Dhubri and watches the development of the dead-lock. He has been
living at Dhubri since May Jast.

Sryjur GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : Sir, I rise to support this
adjournment motion. 1 find Sir, that some hon. gentlemen  have
taken objection to this motion on the ground that the gentleman who
has undertaken  this grim fast showing sympathy" thereby with the workers
of the Dhubri Match Factory, is not in any way connected with the workers.
I am sorry to find that that attitude should have been taken. He may be
a leader of the Union or may not be. Hemay or may not have any
connection with the workers. At any rate he is a man. And whatever
his connection with the workers may be, heis a human being and every
human being has a right to feel for the sufferings of every other human being
whether he is a Muhammadan, a Hindu or some one else. And the ques-
tion—from what part of the country he comes and what part he plays with
the workers—does not arise here. Now, Sir, we know that these suffering
workers were recruited mostly from Bihar, United Provinces, and 'Bengal.
And this House will also be interested to know that they have been recruited
from these distant places at the cost of the Company. If these people,'WhO
number about'350, were actually suffering and starving along with 'their
wives and children, should not ~this House have pity on them, “feel for
them. We have been informed that these poor, helpless people have already
sold their utensils, fowls and all other earthly possessions and are Living
on"public doles. The sight of their miseries touched the tender heart of
Srijut 'Chakravarti. And he has undertaken this fast with a view 1o draw
the attention of the Government and the public towards the miserable
plight of the workers at Dhubri. T earnestly request this' Hon’ble House
not to view this matter with “indifference, because, as has been said,
Srijut Chakravarti is a'Bengali and he is not himself a worker.
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Sir, what I fail to understand is the attitude of our
ment looking at this serious situation
question is not — how this serious

‘popular’ Govern-
with equanimity. At present the

situation has arisen at Dhubri and
which of these contesting partics is right and which party is in the

wrong. We cannot enter into that matter now. That will be a subject
matter for discussion and decision by a Board of enquiry, which
ought to have been constituted long ago. We do not care to know
which party s wrong. The fact remains that the employers and the
workers of the Match Factory are contesting over certain differences
between them, which they have not been able to settle till now. And as its
culmination there is this fast.

Now, Sir, this lock-out is going on since December 14th [ast.
overnment taken any notice of that ?
ignorant of what has happened at Dhubri
of spies all over the coun

Have the
They cannot say that they are
. They have got a large number
try. Evenif there were none almost all th?
papers of the province are giving bharrowing descriptions of the workers
miseries. I may point out and say, Sir, that one of our Hon’ble Ministers
had been to Dhubri recently. He has admitted that he had been there,
and [ am quite certain that, as a responsible member of the Government,
he must have taken notice of what was happening there. And we must
also assume that he has consulted  the Deputy Commissioner at Dhubri.
But what is the result ? If we are allowed to read the letier which ha.:;
¢en written by the Deputy Commissioner to the leader of the Workers
nion it will disclose that the Hon’ble Minister must have known about

€ state of affairs. The Government cannot plead that they have no
POwer to interfere in this matter, They cannot absolve themselves by
saying that it is a private

v individual’s affair. I say this mighty Government
can easily settle the matter only if they are so inclined. In Bengal also when
the jute strike was on, the Ministers were very reluctant to interfere on the
ground that it was , Private individual’s affair, but ultimately on public
pressure they did interfere and settle the dispute.

. THE Hon’prg SRyur ROHINT KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I did not
quite 'follow, Sir. Diqd the hon. speaker accuse the Deputy Commis-
sioner ‘

SRUT GAURT KANTA TALUKDAR - No, Sir. What I said, was
that the Hon’p]e Minister must have got some information. I said that
the Government must have been cognisant of the facts and circumstances
of the case, and they ought to have taken serious steps to bring the dispute
to an end. We are told that the Government is the guardian of the pCOP}C-
And that, I believe, is true. Here there are two parties amongst 1its
subjects fighting over certain differences. One of them is a mighty
Sweedish Company which can continue the fight for years together. The
Company has branches all over the country and they can well afford to
have a lock-out as long as they like. But can the helpless and homeless

crutted from distant provinces continue without work ? How
long can they live on public donations and charity. This being the case,
the Government shoul] have taken the earljest opportunity to ease the
situation and to end the dead-lock and should not have ohserved an
attitude of neutrality. But I must also confess that our Government has
not been altogether inactive. It js active when it finds it necessary, Our
Government has not been slow in punishing as many a5 9 public men
of Dhubri by making them special constables for the fault and folly of
their openly showing sympathy with the helpless workers. And perhaps
it would have punished more men similarly if there had not been raised
a huge protest at Gauhati, Now this act of punishing the weaker party
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on the part of the Government should not go unnoticed. May we not ask
the Government whether they have got no duty to perform towards the
workers ?  Is the Match Factory mightier than the British Government 1y
Cannot the Company be brought down to submit to the decision of an
impartial Board of arbitration ? It has been earning lakhs and crores of
rupees through the labour of these men and we see in our midst these men
undergoing untold miseries and we do not raise our little finger to protest
against it. I submit, Sir, that there is no justification for our Government
keeping quiet.

Knan Sams MavLavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: We
cannot follow the speaker, Sir, at this rate. Let the hon. member speak a
little slower.

Srqur GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Iam sorry. This is my
first speech in this Assembly. I shall try to go slower. So, Sir, I accuse
this Government of indifference and I would ask the hon. members of the
House to take serious notice of their callousness and indifference. 1 want
that the Government should exercise as much vigilance in such cases as they
do in the cases of the terrorism. We see, Sir, that there are lots of people to
help the capitalists, but there are very few people to help the weak and the
poor. And that is the reason, Sir, why I want to take this Government to
task for their callousness and indifference. I request that this House will
join with us in condemning the Government on their callousness and in
not trying to save the precious life of this gentleman, Mr. Chakravarti. I
am afraid he will not break his fast and will die if something be not done to
case the situation. He has been fighting for a principle with a view to
remove the grievances of the suffering people. We have also got a duty to
perform. And I want to see that the Government move without a moment’s
delay and try and sctt-lc the dispute between the parties and thus save the
life of Mr. Chakravarti. With these words, Sir, I support the motion
moved by my hon. friend Mr. Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed.

Mavravi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY : 1 rise on a point
of explanation, Sir. Isaid that the effect of a strike generally is very serious
upon the strikers than upon the employers. On that basis I wanted to
know whether it is bona fide or not. It does not follow from this that I was
callous or unmoved.

Tue Hon’sLE THE SPEAKER : There is no question of bona fides or
mala fides in what the hon. member said. What he said was that a human
being issuffering and therefore it is the duty of Government to stop it.

viavi ABDUL HAMID KHAN: a3 celftes s,
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s Aifaat | oy oftR @913 W6, @3 I 7 wu,
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. TrE Hon’BLE Srijur  ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI - Sir, I
tse to oppose the motion for adjournment of the House. I do so because
I have always considered that a motion for adjournment of the House, if
carried, means a censure on the Government. But we are assured by
one of the most generous movers of adjournment motions—I] mean the
mover of the adjournment motion to-day that he does not intend to
censure the Government.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : Not for the lock-out but
for the omissions and commissions of acts of the Government which have
aggravated the situation culminating in the fast of Babu Bipin Chandra

hakravarty.

TeE Hon’sre Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : Then, Sir,
I can take this as an addendum to his specch. The hon. mover of the
adjournment motion has treated us with an excellent speech : there is no
doubt about that. But he has missed the main point. Where does the
question come-in for a censure motion and what does he expect Govern-
ment todo ? In his anxiety to outdo his Congress colleagues, we read
in the report, that three of them including himself were to go there and
hold an enquiry, I now learn that the gallant member went there alone
and it is natural that the speech should be half complete because, Sir, he
wanted to complete the enquiry about the strike which lasted for more
than 24 months in less than 24 hours, There is a saying amongst Assamese
that goes to show that if a step-mother is found to be more affectionate than
the mother then we immediately take it that the woman is a witch. :

Basu DAKSHINARANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: On a point
of order, Sir. TIs the word ‘witch’ parliamentary, Sir ?

Tue Honere tue SPEAKER: Let me see how he makes the point.

. ImE Hon’mie Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I find,
Sir, that he has tried to outdo two reprcscntative members of this House
from that particular locality. They were present throughout and were
persistent in their attempt to bring ahout an amicable settlement. But in-
stead of staying there for sometime more my hon. friend left the place. There
fore, Sir, the unfortunate position with which we are faced to-day is that we
have an incomplete speech. We have no rccomqlendation or advice from the
hon. member who was given the grestest distinction of presiding over a public
meeting in an advanced town like Gayhati. He has also given us a decennial
history of the strikes in the town of Dhybri. I dare say, that will be an  excel-
lent reading in the elementary history and I hope members of the text book
committee will take this into consideration. 1 am bound to say that the
history which he has given iS quite inaccurate and I may have 'to give the
House a short resume of what actually took place. Sir, may I be given

me more time than 15 minutes ?

o Tue Honx’sLe THE SPEAKER : No.

Tre Howpre SRIJUT ROHINT KUMAR CHAUDHUR] : Sir,
there is a rule—rule 84 of the Assembly Rules which gives discretion to the
Chair to allow Hon’ble Ministers to exceed the time. It is at page 21,

Mauravi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY.: May I point out that
that rule refers to resolutions. Tt g mandatory.

Tre Hon’sre THE SPEAKER . Very well, the Hon’ble Minister
may have five minutes more.

Tae How’srLe SrijuT ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHUR] . Sir; ¥y
hon. friend mentioned yesterday that Bepin Chandra Chakravarti was an
employee of the Match Factory . Now he has admitted that hE s
nothing to do with the Match Factory.
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Sir, my hon. friend Srijut Gaurikanta Talukdag‘ has very generously
put it that we must all feel for human beings. There is no doubt about that
we should all feel for human beings, and we certainly regret that a fellow
creature has been fasting for some reason or other. But what can Govern-
ment do in a matter like this. If an employee gives up work because he has
not got proper wage, can the Government compel the Factory owner to
take the man in ? Can this be done by Government? What can we do # Gan
we compel the Manager of the match Factory to take in this man because
this man is going to die ? Can Government take that step ? If the Govern-
ment cannot take that step, I do not understand what else is e‘:\'pected by the
hon. mover of the adjournment motion and his supporters. The only course
which can be taken is that certain instance is provided in section 3 of the
Trade Disputes Act. Section 3 says that a Board of conciliation may be
appointed by the Government but that board shall be governed by the
majority of both parties. There is no provision to cnforce the decision
of the board of conciliation. The board is formed by Government only
for the purpose of attempting to bring about a settlement between the
workers and the employees, but if that attempt of the board fails, Govern-
ment is entirely powerless. Now, if that be the case what could Govern-
ment have done ? Supposing they form a board of Conciliation, what can
Government do if its decision is not enforced. Most probably a number of
people of that locality and I am glad to be able to say and I am sure hon.
members will give due compliment to those who have been trying to bring
about a settlement between the workers and the factory manager—most pro-
bably a number of people will come forward to help in the matter. But what
else can we do ? Government is entirely powerless howgoeve_r it might
like to bring about a settlement. I]; i:s therefore my hon. friend introduced
his speech by saying that it is not his intention to censure the Government.

Srjur GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Ona point of information,
Sir. May we ask the Hon’ble Minister whether there has been any
attempt made to constitute a Board to see that the dispute can be settled ?
Have Government made any attempt ? I want to know from the Hon’ble
Minister whether Government has attempted to form a hoard to settle
this dispute ?

THE Hon’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : Govern-
ment have not constituted any board because they have seen that various
attempts which were made by the representatives of the people have brought
about no effect and there was also no law which could have helped us in
enforcing the decision of the Board of Ceonciliation. The local officers
have done all that they could do to prevent the breach of peace and to
preserve the public tranquillity. Most of the hon. members of this House
know that Mr. Majid who was the Deputy Commissioner of Goalpara
then sympathised with the condition of the poor labourers. When I
visited Dhubri, I understood that the general impression was that ‘the
Deputy Commissioner acted with the greatest forbearance and did not
ta_.ke any step to which exception could be taken by the public. Now,
Sir, I will relate the circumstances which compelled him to appoint some
workers as special constables.

SRiur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Is the Hon’ble Minister in
charge of Constables aware that the Deputy Commissioner recruited some
twenty constables ? (laughter).

Tue HoN’BLE Srijur ROHINI K MAR CHAUDHURI: Sir, I am
afraid, we have all become short of hearing. I expect to speak fairly, loudly
with a view to get a kind return but I have not heen getting this. Sir, I
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may tell the hon. members of this House that Babu Bepin Chandra Chakra-
varty first came to the town about two years ago when there was strike
in- another factory of this very Company, and  collected a fairly large
amount of money for the relief of those strikers. .But there was a general
discontent amongst the labourers at Dhubri when they found that they got
no sort of assistance from that gentleman who had collected a large amount
-of money from the Dhubri strikers. I donot know how far this fasting
was due to bring about a settlement between the parties or whether this
was due to the pangs of conscience because the Dhubri strikers were
demanding of the return of their contributions.

TreE Hon’mLe e SPEAKER : The Hon’ble Minister will get only
five minuites more.

Tue Hon'sLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI:  Sir, in spite
of the best efforts it has not been possible for the public there to bring
about an amicable scttlement. The Government officer who was in charge
of the district tried his best but failed. Under the circumstances, I must
protest against the charge of unkindness, which has been made against the
proprietors of the Dhubri Match Factory. The strikers were allowed to

Jive in their quarters. 'They were not turned out. The proprietors had to
depend entirely on those very labourers. They could not bring labourers
from outside because they could not give them accommodation. The
strikers were occupying the quarters which were meant for the ‘labourers.
The demand was that the proprietors of the Match Factory were com-
pelled to take back all the strikers. They had to look for local labour.
About 150 men from Dhubri were taken as labourers. They came from
fhe different parts of the district. They are still working there and living
in their own houses probably. If these 150 men were discharged what would
be their condition ? The hon. members of this House will, T hope, consider
their position also. Then Sir, my hon. friend Maulavi Abdul Hamid Khan
could not tell me the date when the gentleman started his fasting. My hon.
friend the mover has said that special constables were withdrawn as a result
of the resolution passed at a meeting held at  Gauhati. That meecting, if I
1:emembcr aright, had taken place on the 8th or 9th July at Gauhati but be-
fore that meeting had sat Government had received a certain report from the
Peputy Commissioner and the order was actually passed for the withdraw-
al of the special constables. The Deputy Commissioner realised that the_re
was no necessity for the continuance of this special. constables. T hese .spccial
constables were recruited because there was no other means of preventing the
assaults which were made on the persons who had some sympathy ‘with the
proprietors of the Match Factory. But the Deputy Commissioner took great
care about the special constables. They were appointed to'maintain the peace
of the town, Sir, I say that whatever Government have done, they ‘have done
with the best of motives. The Deputy Commissioner did not take any drastic
step. Babu Bepin Chandra Chakravarty is not rallowed to go to some
towns of Bengal but the Deputy Commissioner did not issue any order against
him. Rather he tried to bring about an amicable settlement, but no
settlement could be brought about. When I visited Dhubri I did not - give
any specific proposal for any arbitration Board but I . asked -the workers
that if’. they wanted to have any Arbitration Board they could inform the
Deputy Commissioner. I said this in course of an informal conversation
in the presence of my hon. friend Maulavi Ghyasuddin Ahmed and two or
three other members of the legislature. That isall 1 have to,say and after
hearing all these, I hope the hon.-members will not agree to censure the
Government in a matter in which Government does not deserve it.

e
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Mavravi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY : On a point of informa-
tion, Sir. May I know from the Hon’ble Minister when he went to Dhubri
did he actually propose to the workers to appoint Conciliation Board
and did they refuse ?

Tue Hox'pre Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : I only
suggested to them that if they agreeto a Conciliation or Arbitration Board
tWﬂl be better. This is what I advised them. 5

auLavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Sir, I begto speak a few words in
connection with the motion that has been placed before this House by
the hon. member Mr. Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed. Sir, after we have heard
sufficiently about the motion from both sides I think very little room has
been left ~to bother about the pros and cors of the motion. The motion
itself is so simple and so innocent that it requires no eloquence, no argument
atall. Sir, any amount of argument I think cannot distort the facts—the
facts remain as they are. Sir, after the elaborate statement from the hon.
mover as well as from the hon. member from that side, I mean Maulavi
Ghyasuddin Ahmed, I think the House could fully understand what the real
affair there is. 1 think the House will agree with me when I say
that this adjournment motion does not go to inflict any reflection on the
Government. This was fully explained by the hon. mover ; his motion
does not go to inflict any reflection upon Government because of their
not taking any active part, but he simply wanted to enter into a discussion
on a matter which is important or rather which is touching with the lives of
a certain number of people. Sir, after we have heard the eloquent speech
of Maulavi Abdul Hamid Khan I think every body in this House could not
check their feeling, and that all the people as well as the Government have
got some sort of duty so that therc might be some sort of arrangement
Dbetween the strikers and that of the Management. Sir, itisa fact that
some people are starving from non-employment in the factory as they used
to have been previously to their going on strike and as a consequence of that
strike it is also a fact that a certain gentleman—I do not mind whether he
<omes from China or he comes from Egypt or from any place in this earth,
but he is a human being—entered into a hunger strike.  Why ? 1In order
to draw the attention and sympathy of the public in general and Govern-
ment in particular. Sir, after receiving that information why the Govern-
ment failed to take any urgent action in the matter ? There can be no
denial of the fact that this gentleman went on hunger strike and there were
reports about it in the newspapers and it is also said that some of the hon.
members have actually scen the reports in certain newspapers of the
country. Sir, if that be the fact, Government’s duty was to take immediate
measure and end the matter so that the life of a man atleast could be
saved. When it was known, Government ought to have been trying their
utmost to bring about a settlement. Of course, it is said that the Depaty
Commissioner of the place tried his level best to bring the matter to an en
wlthl the co-operation of Members of Legislative Assembly and other
iﬁ:ﬁ:ﬁ?&gﬁ:ﬁﬁﬁfa loca};ty. But, Sir, while there was no settlements
e i f Weh as -th.c leading men of the locality cou‘ltfl not
i 55k S eIf wiy fl ¢ Government allowc_d the. state of_aﬁan‘s_ to
TR ‘; . we allow tl.le matter to remain as it is, the lives ol so
e Manl e Al 'Ha be in danger. It has been stated by hon
B My i ul Hamid Khan that these workers are actualllY
R inz’ti B egging ‘from door to door and there are certain peop’©
s Bt L Saﬁe IFS to  oppress them. If that be the case then, for
T Y > for the sake of saving thelives of so many human beings
overnment should be active and enthusiastic and make some sort ot
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settlemient between the parties.
what can the people of locality d
Ahmed we could know the Ioc
have done their best. Unless t

Sir, unless the Government come ﬂn'wax:d
o? From my friend Maulavi Ghyasuddin
al people were trying their utmost and they

here is some sort of interference by Govern-
ment no settlement can be affected. Government must " be trying their
best to bring about a speedy settlement of the matter so that a number of
people, who are quite helpless, may be saved.

This will save ot only the life of the particular gentleman who had
gone on hunger strike but also of those who are out of service and who are
left to the mercy of the people at large.

With these few words, I commend the
of Government.

Tue HowsLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : On a
point of information, Sir. Can the hon. member suggest any method ?

MavrLavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Itis not for me, but for Government.
If they cannot do it, Iet them say s0. (Hear, hear).

MavLana ABDUL HAMID KHAN

motion for the consideration

A cafaced siziea, wilE
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We do not know what the terms were which the labour was receiving, or
what the terms are for which the strike was called, and what are the terms
that the Management offered. There are no details before us, and we
should be grateful if the hop. member would furnish us with these to enable
us to form our judgment as

: } to the merits of the conditions obtaining on
which a long strike of this kind must have been arranged.

Maurtavi JAHAN UDDIN AHMED: I think, Sir, that Govern-
ment can take action under Section 3 of the Trade Dispute Act and appoint

an Arbitration Board and give the workers some relief. This is my Sugges-
tion, before the Houge,
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Rar Banapur PROMODE CHANDRA DATTA: Sir, Idonot wish

to make any specch, but I want some information from the hon. member
there. The Maulana Sahib from Dhbubri has said that he has seen these
350 workers in their quarters and that he has found them all reduced to skele-
tons and that they are living on doles from the charitably minded people of
Dhubri, I shoutd like to know if this statement is correct. If itis not, it
will be a great relief to us.  If on the other hand the statement is true, does
the Government think it has a duty in the matter ?

THE HoN’BLE Sm}(fr ROH)IIN[ KUMAR GHAUDHURI : I can
assure the hon. member that it is not a fact. 1 may inform him that these
people are now going about in the interior of Dhubri selling matches from
a rival Calcutta Factory, and they are supporting themselves out of .thc
profit they make by the sale of these matches. "This Calcu.t_ta firm has given
instructions to issue these matches to the workers on credit a_md has asked
them to hawk them as a sort of propaganda to boycot the Swiss n}at_chcs.

Mr., ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : Sir, the Hon’t?lc M.}mst:r, has
only recently been translated into office. My hon. friend is after all
a lawyer, and a lawyer of some standing, and so he fully knows that when a

lawyer has a bad case the best form of argument is to resort to abuse. My,

hon. friend in his speech this afternoon adopted that course........... -
' Tue How'sLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : The hom.
member is adopting that course. i AT e
Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : I am following in his footsteps. T
do not mind his slandering my friend Mr. Fakhruddin Ahmed who is present
in the House because he had the magnanimity to proceed to ]_)hubrl to place
himself at the service of these starving workers and whose distress the local
people were unable to relieve...ocerenens :
THE Hon’BLE SR[IE}; ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Did the
gentleman give any pecuniary help to these peoplestis Sl .
MR. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA: Pecuniary aid is not everything.
Man do not live on money alone. . There arc other ways of helping them.
One wha is not able tg extend even sympathy is not entitled to enquire of
money-help by another, _ :
What I want to mgake clear is that certain remarks were made against
another man who is noy present here. The Hon’ble Minister took upon
himself to slander a may jn his absence (Shame ! Shame!) If the Hon’ble
Minister freed from the trappings of ollice made such remarks, he would
have been within the mischief of the Penal Code. ;
Sir, much has beep, said about the condition o?‘thc poor labourers, and
I do not want to add tg what has been stated. What I want to say is that
much has been stated apout this Government being a popular Government,
but I find that they haye pot becn able to do anything. If they are such
an impotent Government that they cannot do anything they must clear out,
})IV NMavravi ABDUT, MATIN CHAUDHURY : Sir, I shall be very brief.
iis strike or lock-out o deadlock, whatever you call it; has been going on
for 7 months. On ope side isa Swedish concern, with immense resources
capable of holding out for any length of time. And on the other the poor,
weak and disorganised workers. Whatever the justice of the cause, on either
side, one result is ineyvitaple, the poor will suffér and the weak will go to the
wall : the worker will he starved to submission. Now, I would ask the
Government whether they have not any duty in the matter. My Hon’ble
Friend the Minister in charge has-asked us if we have any suggestions to
make. 1 would repeat the suggestion that has been m.de py the hon.
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. .
member Maulavi Jahanuddin Ahmed for which no reply has been forth-
coming. Ie has suggested that Government has got power under section 3

‘of the Trades Disputes Act to appoint a Coaciliatory Board. Now I ask if

the Government is prepared to appvint such a Board ?

Tue Hon’sLE SrRijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: AsI have
already explained my diificulty is that there is no provision by which deci-
sion of such a Board ¢an be enforced. If the Board fails to conciliate the
parties what would be the next step ?
¥ Mauravi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY: What abouta Court of
Enquiry ? It is true that this Board or Court ~has no power to force the
workers or the Management to accept its arbitration. But the mor_‘al.forcc
behind such an award by a Gourt of Enquiry or Board of Conciliation is
indeed very great.

Toe HoxsLe Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: T may
explain that there is a distinction between the two. A Court of Enquiry
merely makes an enquiry and comes to a finding as to the party who is at
fault—that is the function of the Court of Enquiry. The function of a
Conciliation Board is to attempt to bring about a conciliation between the
workers and the employcr, that is its function. Generally when at least a
majority in both the parties agree to form a Conciliation Board there is
some hope that the decision of the Board will be given some effect. But
when the parties do not agree to a Conciliation Board and when the law is

owerless in that respect and cannot - enforce this decision, as I have
explai red, the time and expense is merely wasted.
fauLavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY: With regard to the
question that the decision of a Board ol Enquiry canhot be legally enforced,
1 have already said that the moral force behind the Board and the Court
is enough (o bring about a reconciliation. When the attempt by the
Deputy Commissioner has failed to bring about a settlement it was clearly
the duty of the Government to have interfered and they have got
that much public’duty in this matter which they have not discharged. I
would suggest that the Government should accept this suggestion that they
shculd appoint a Board of Conciliation to bring about a settlement. I
understand the Hon’ble Minister in charge to say that the workers are
opposed to this arbitration. Do I understand that the Management is also
opposed to the appointment of a Court of Enquiry ? May I know from the
Hon’ble Minister whether both parties are opposed to this as well ?

THE Hon’pre Sryjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURIT: Yes. I
think, Sir, I may read the scction'for the benefit of the House so that they
wiay understand the exact implication of the section.

THE Hon’pre Tue SPEAKER : I think the Hon’ble Minister will have

rtight of reply ‘as soon as the mover has replicd. Then he can read the
section,

MAULAVI ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY: On a point of

UL o] Sir, I think the section can be rcad now so that the House
may follow the

THE Hon arguments.
ON'BLE THE SPEAKER : Then the Hon’ble Minister may g
out the seciop '

THE Howsrg Srijur ROHINIT KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Section 8

o3 th‘c‘ Trades Disputes Act reads as follows :—
11 A0y trade dispute exists or is apprehended between an employer and
AL workmen, the Local Gevernment or, wliere the employer is the

b department under the control of the Governor General in Council
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or is the Federal Railway authority or Railway Company operating a Federal
Railway, the Governor General in Council may by order in writing,—
(a) refer any matters appearing to be connected with or relevant to
the dispute to a Court of Enquiry to be appointed by the local
Government or the Governor General in Council, as the case
may be ; or
(b) refer the dispute to a Board of Conciliation to be appointed by
the Local Government or the Governor Ceneral in Council,
as the case may be, for promoting a settlement thereof:
Provided that where both the parties to the dispute apply, whether
separately or conjointly, for a reference to a Court, or where both parties
apply, whether separately or conjointly, for a reference to a Board, and the
authority having the power to appoint is satisfied that the persons applying
represent the majority of each party, a Court or a Board, as the case may
be, shall be appointed accordingly.”
As I have said, Sir, the idea is that when the majority agrees to
the appointment of a Board of Conciliation then there is some hope that a
decision which can be worked out will be reached.
Sryur GOPI NATH BARDOLOI: I think, Sir, the motion has been
sufficiently debated and it is not necessary to carry on the discussion any
further. I accordingly beg to move that the motion now may be put.
Tue HoN’BLE THE SPEAKER: The discussions are going to be finished.
The hon. mover has a right of reply. There is time till 6 o’clock and a lot
of time will be required to take a division if that is the sense of the House.
I now call on the hon. mover to reply.
MRr. FAKHRUDDIN ALT AHMED: I shall be very brief in my reply,
r. The Hon’ble Minister has amused this House by narrating the story
of a witch without mentioning the looks which a witch generally has ! But
I must confess that my hon. friend has to-day excelled in witchcraft by twist-
ing thf: facts and shifting to other grounds.

» the Government has a certain duty towards the workers. On

behalf of the Government he has stated that he was helpless. What does
that mean, what does t

.2 what.does that amount to ? I do not know if my hon. friend
has realised its significance. But I have been pained to hear such a statement
from a gentleman who was so popular with the public. Sir, this means
that the workers are at the meray of the capitalists and the Government have
no means of control whatsoever to attend to the misery and to the needs
of the poor workers, Sir, does the experience of England, Ireland or any
other country Justify that the workers will ever receive better or good treat-
ment at the hands of the capitalists until and unless they are protected ?
Does any one believe that once the capitalists are allowed to establish them-
selves in supremacy the workers will ever gct any help from the employers ?
Does the Hon’ble Minister want to introduce and continue this state of affairs
in Assam ? If that is so, I have nothing to say and it is for the House and
people to judge such actions of the popular Government and jts Hon’ble
Minister in the person of Mr. Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri.

THE HoN’BLE Sryjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Sir, I do
not propose to take any notice of the vituperative portions of the speech
which has been just delivered. But I must sincerely ask the House if they
really like a Board pf Conciliation to be appointed. I have pointed out the
difficulties and the infructuous character of such a Board of Conciliation
when the majority of each side do not agree. Even in spite of that if the
House considers a Board c_af' Conciliation should be appointed, then I am
prepared to bow to the wishes of the House. But I

the would say that if a
settlement can be brought about, it is well and good. But if a settlement

ir.
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cannot be brought about, the time and money will have been unnecessarily
wasted on it. It is not my money, nor is it the money of any particular
individual : it is the money of the tax-payer. And if the House wishes it
expended, 1 have no objection.

KHuaN Sanis Mavravi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: May
we know, Sir, whether any cost is likely to be incurred by the appointment
of such a Board ?

Tue Hon’sLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :  Certainly.
Some cost will be incurred surely. )

Kuan Saus Mauravi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI : May
I know approximately what cost is likely to be incurred ? :

Tue Hon’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: That will
depend on the number of members appointed, their travelling allowance
according to distance from their headquarters and their daily allowance and
so forth.

Tae Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : The question is that ‘‘the Assembly do
now adjourn.

(I'he motion was put by the Chair and Mr. Bardoloj claimed
a division. A few minutes after the bell was rung Mr. Fakhruddin
Ali Ahmed rose to make a statement).

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: I wish, Sir, to make a state-
ment. My Hon’ble Friend the Revenue Member has changed his mind and
now he says that he will constitute a Board of Conciliation to inquire

into
¢ grievance.

K/L‘ Mauravi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY: On a point of order,
Sir. I think we are under a misconception. It is not clear to us whether
the Hon’ble Minister has agreed to have a Board of Conciliation or not.

THe Hon’BLE SrRiur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I think
Sir, it is the sense of the House that some attempt at Conciliation should bé
made. Therefore, I wish to appoint a Board of Conciliation as carly as
possible.

Srijur GOPI NATH BARDOLOI: On a poj :
%% settl-tI: e R an point of order, Sir. Can

1 'I‘Izll-3 ?I.ON’ILLE 'E['IE SPEAKER : The matter has been put to the vote
and a duvision has been claimed. I am, therefore, ¢ &
House to vote. : » Constrained to ask the

Rar Bamabpur PROMODE CHANDRA DATTA :
would ask the members to sit in the House itself and not leave it
. thTIf{-f I{,ON’BII:IE THE SPEAKER : Now 1 would like to draw the attention
?1 ;vis?on_on ble House to the Rules regarding method of taking votes by
“After the Division bell has rung for three minutes i i
_ : ; ) th t 11
-bc Immediately put again from t!le (j:haur and a provisiona.lc a?:lejui’?;mglt
dls tﬁ the sense of the House again made. If the announcement is again
challenged by a member uttering the word ‘Ayes’ or ‘Noes® as the case ma
be to indicate tl}c sense contrary to what the QChair ann tlﬁ seC}h ¥
will t]’lcreafter give the direction ‘Divide—Aycs S ¥ h
‘Noes’. . The doors of the Division lobbies will
after this no member not then in the Chamber
part in the Division, . :

(13

In that case I

to the ‘Ayes’ and Noes to the
at -once be unlocked and
shall be permitted to take

situated just opposite the Speaker’s da; : Gy
walk into the Nocs Iobby at the hasy 3 L10%¢ Who are against it will

? back of the daj
glc:;}();l,s slh[o‘tuld l\fi:nter the lobbies by the doors Ilesz;dix{g ?gz?ctgasii ﬁﬁg
h c 'S 1elt, . . 4 kit dy
,&Igy other doob. 0 member should enter the lobbies during a division by



sMembers, after recording their votes and putting their signatures

against their names in the division list shall pass in single file by the Division
teller and re-enter the Chamber by the doors on the Speaker’s right’.

So I wish now to put the question again.

Rai Banapur PROMODE CHANDRA DATTA: What will happen
if nobody answers ?
(The Hon’ble the Speaker then put the question and votes were taken
by division.)
The House divided with the following result :—

Aycs—4T
Mr. Arun Kumar Chanda.

. Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee.

. Srijut Beliram Das.

. Srijut Bhuban Chandra Gogoi.
. Babu Bipin Behari Das.

. Srijut Bipin Chandra Medhi.

Babu Dakshina Ranjan Gupta
Chaudhuri.

. Srijut Ghanashyam Das.
Srijut Gaurikanta Talukdar.
. Srijut Gopinath Bardoloi.

- Srijut Haladhar Bhuyan.

. Babu

Harendra

Narayan
Chaudhuri.

. Babu Hirendra Chandra Chak-

ravarty.

. Srijut Jadav Prosad Chaliha.

- Srijut Jogendra Chandra Nath.
- Srijut Jogendra Nath Barua.

A Sr{_!ut Jogeschandra Gohain.

. Srijut Kameswar Das.

. Babu Kamini Kumar Sen.

- Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy.

. Mr. Kedarmal Brahmin.

. Srijut Krishna Nath Sarma.

. Babu Rabindra Nath Aditya.
. Srijut Lakhesvar Borooah.

. Babu Lalit Mohon Kar.

. Srijut Mahadev Sarma.

. Srijut Mahi Chandra Bora.

. Srijut Omeo Kumar Das.

. Srijut Paramananda Das.

. Rai Bahadur Promode Chan-

dra Dutt.

. Srijut Purna Chandra Sarma.
.- Srijut Rajani Kanta Barooah.
. Srijut Rajendra Nath Barua.

. Srijut Sankar Chandra Barua.
. Srijut Sarveswar Barua.

. Babu Shibendra Chandra Bis-

was.

. Srijut Siddhi- Nath Sarma.
. Maulavi Abdul Aziz.
. Maulavi Abdul Bari Choudhu-

ry.

VO NoUIR®L o

10.

. Khan Bahadur

Noes—51
. Kumar Ajit Narayan Dev,
. Srijut  Jogendra Narayan
Mandal.

Dr. Mahendra Nath Saikia.
Mr. Naba Kumar Dutta.
Srijut Purandar Sarma.
Srijut Ram Nath Das.
The Hon’ble Srijut
Kumar Chaudhuri.
Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan.
Khan Bahadur Hazi Abdul
Majid Chaudhury.
Maulavi Abdul Matin Chau-
dhury.

Rohini

. Maulavi Syed Abdur Rouf.
. Maulavi Md. Abdus Salam.
. The Hon’ble Maulavi Md. Ali

Haidar Khan.
. Maulavi Dewan Ali Raja.
. Maulavi Muhammad Amir-

uddin.

. Maulavi Ashraf Uddin Md.

Chaudhury.

. Maulavi Badaruddin Ahmed.
. Maulavi Ghyasuddin Ahmed.
.- Maulavi Jahanuddin Ahmed.
. Khan Bahadur Maulavi

Kera-
mat Ali.

. Maulavi Muhammad Maqbul

Hussain Chaudhury,

. Khan Bahadur Maulavi Mah-

mud Ali.

. Maulavi Mabarak Ali.
. Khan Sahib Maulavi Mudab-

bir Hussain Chaudhuri.

Maulavi Mufi-
zur Rahman.

. Maulavi Muzarrof Ali Laskar.
- The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid

Sir Muhammad Saadulla.

. Khan Sahib Maulavi Sayidur

Rahman,

. The Hon’ble Shams-ul-Ulama

Maulana Abu
Waheed.

Nasr Md.
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¥ 49. Maulavi Abdur Raliman. 30. Col. A. B. Beddow:.
41. Maulavi Dewan Muhammad 31. Mr. A, F. Bendall.
Ahbab. Choudhury.
- ; 32. Mr. J. R. Clayton..
42. Maulavi Muhammad Amjad
Ali. 33. Mr. W. R. Faull.
43. Mr. Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed. 34. Mr. W. Fleming..
44. Maulavi Matior Ra.hmaﬁ Mia.. 35. Mr. B. I. Barry.
45. Maulavi Munawwar AlL 36. Mr. F. W. HockenhulL
46. Maulavi Naziruddin Ahmed. 37. Mr. D. B. H. Moore..
47. Maulavi Sheikh Osman Ali 38. Mr. R. A. Palmer.
Sadagar.
> 39. Mr. Benjamin Ch. Momin.
40. Srijut Bhairab Chandra Das.
3 41. Srijut Bideshi Pan Tanti.
42. Srijut Binode Kumar J. Sar-
wan.
43. Srijut Dhirsingh Deuri.
L 3
44. Rev. L. Gatphoh.
45. Mr. C. Goldsmith.
46. Mr. Jobang D. Marak.
47. The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M
Nichols-Roy.
'
48. Srijut Khorsing Terang.
49. Mr. P. Parida.
50. Srijut Rabi Chandra Kachasi.
Ayes—a7, 51, Srijut Rupnath Brahma,
Noes—51.
'}_“}I:e motion was lost.
- August, GII;;; se was then adjourned tll 11 aar, on Thursday, the 5il:

A, K. BARUA,

Secretary, Assam Legislative Assemblys



