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Proceedings of the Second Session of the First Assam Legisiative
Assembly, assembled under the provisions of the Gevernment
of Imdia Act, 1935.

The Assembly met at the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 11 a.m., on Wednesday, the
25th August 1937.

Point of order raised regardiaog , the admissibility of certain cut
motions

Tue Hon’sLe THE SPEAKER : Order, order. Hon. members agreed
yesterday to suspend questions and to allow the /_&dvocatc General to address
this House on the point of order raised. Accordingly, the Advocate General
is here and would presently address the House.

There was a discussion on this point of order on the 20th August and
some hon. members took part in that discussion. If after the address of the
Advocate General there are some points which require to be cleared up
then any hon. member may raise those points, so that the Advocate Gcncrai
may give his reply.

Before the Advocate General begins his address, I think it is necessary,
for me to place before him the exact nature of the point of order raised by
the Hon’ble the Finance Minister.

On the 17th August last, when Grant No.9—General Administration was
being discussed, Maulavi Abdur Rahman moved a cut motion which was
in the following terms:

That the provision of Rs.78,446 under Grant No.9—Major Head—
25.—General Administration, Minor Head—R—Commissioners—(total) at
page 69 of the budget be refused.

There was a full-dressed debate on that cut motion and ultimately the
House voted in favour of the cut motion and it was declared as carried. On
the 19th, when demands were being discussed, the Hon’ble the Finance
Minister raised a point of order and the real nature of the point of order
would appear from the speech he made on that occasion. I shall read his
speech so that the learned Advocate General may get an idea as to what
exactly his contention was. He said :—

« Before we carry on the discussions before the House I would Ilike
to raise a point of order on a very important matter. The point is not frece
from difficulty but we have gone into the matter very carcfully and also
consulted legal opinion, and I would like to place my point of order before

ou’.
i In the demands for grants, we sec a large number of cut motions, both
symbolical and for total refusal, are being tabled on individual items of
Demands for Grants. My submission to you is that such cut motions are
ultra vires of the law. Hon. members are aware that in the Government of
India Act, 1919, there was a difference as regards cut motions on dﬁl:nands
for grants between the Central Assembly and the Provincial Counglls. I

lace before the House the r‘elcvant section, 67A(6). “ The Legislative
Assembly may assent or refuse its assent to any c!cmand or may reduce the
amount referred to in any demand by a rcduct}on (_)f the whole grant’, I
will emphasize the word whole. Tl}e th;n chlsla:tw;c _Asscm.bly was not
given the power to move cut motions in each individual item of any
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demand, but section which applied to the local Councils is 72D(2) which
runs as follows :— The estimated annual expznditure and revenue of the
Province shall be laid in the form of a statement before the Council in
tach year, and the proposals of the Local Government for the appro-
Priation of provincial revenues and other moneys in any year shall be
submitted to the vote of the Council in the form of Demands for Grants.
The Council may assent, or refuse to assent, to a demand, or may reduce
the amount thercin referred to either by a reduction of the whole grant
or by the omission or reduction of any of the items of expenditure of which
the grant is composed .

- “ By that section the present procedure......

« Tar Hon'sBLE THE SPEAKER : What section is that 7

« Tie Hon’sLE Mauravi Saryip Sire MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Section 72D, sub-section (2). Under that section cut motions for each itzm
of expenditure of which a grant is composed was allowed. But since then
under the Government of India Act, 1935, the legislators scem to have inten-
tionally withdrawn that power. I refer to Section 79(2) which reads as
follows: ““So much of the said estimates as relates to other expenditure shall
be submitted, in the form of demands for grants to the Legislative Assembly
and the Legislative Assembly shall have power to assent, or to refuse to
assent to any demand or to assent to a demand subject to a reduction of the
amount specified therein”. The words which were in vogue before for
making a cut on items of expenditure has been withdrawn under this section.
I find corroboration of this view from our Legislative Assembly Rules also.
Our rule, the Assam Legislative Assembly Rules, Part II, rule 91, sub-rule
(2) says that motions may be moved at this stage to refuse or reduce the
total amount of any demand for grant. This clearly shows that cut motions
on mdw}dual items of expenditure are not allowed according to present law.
I find, Sir, that this was the procedure in the Gentral Assembly. There the

ouse is allowed only to indicate its wish on particular questions of policy
but the House is not allowed to attack each individual item of expenditure.
For example, they cannot say whether a clerk should be retrenched here or
a choukidar appointed there. I am told, Sir, that a similar procedure
obtains in the House of Parliament.”

“ My submission, therefore, is that this question requires very careful
Consideration from you and also the carelul consideration of the Hon’ble
House. If I am correct in my contention that the cut motions as have
been tabled now are not within the purview of the Government of India
Act, 1935, I do not ask for a suling at once, but I hope, Sir, you will take
your time to consider and give your considered verdict. So far as the
Proceedmg.s of to-day are concerned, where there is a minor cut of a small
amount raised in order to bring to the pointed attention of Government any
gricvance, I will not object. If there is a cut motion for the total abolition
Ofan‘}: particular item, then I will request for a ruling on the point.”

Mg, BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Then, Sir, what is the
ﬁcanmg qf all these specifications here, in the cut motion form. Major
th?id:,tll\ldmor Heads, Sub-heads and so forth? These are all misleading

"gs en. Of course I am ready to be corrected, Sir.”
e thel}-[i[:T GC})}PINATH BARDOLOI : Ifit is the intention of the Leader
o : use that the matter should be discussed at length, I think, Sir, 1t
much better if you fix an hour when this matter may be discussed unless
. rul‘mg can be given now.”

‘ Tre Hon'BLE MauLAvI Saryip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I

ve already suggested that, Sir.”

(3]
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“ Tne Hox’sLE THE SPEAKER : If the hon. members are not ready
to discuss that now, that may be done to-morrow. What I understand
from the Hon’ble the Finance Minister is this. His contention is that the
House is quite entitled to reducé the main demand by any amount they
like. As for instance, the House agreed the other day to a reduction of
Rs.78 thousand odd. His contention is that that reduction can be allowed
but the House is not entitled to say that this Rs.78,000 odd should be
reduced in this way or that, as in this case by abolishing the establishment
of the Commissioners. His point is that this reduction will stand, but the
desire of the House that this reduction is intended for the purpose of refusing
the stafl or abolishing the staff of the Commissioners is not to be heeded
to. The procedure adopted being against sub-section (2) of section 79 of the
Government of India Act the whole thing is ulira vires. I think that is
the point raised.”

¢ Tur Hon’BLE Mauravr Saryio St MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Yes, Sir. We cannot raise a cut on ecach individual item but we can reduce
the total grant by a particular motion.”

¢« Tar Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : I think his further point is that when
the House proposed to reduce the main demand by a big sum as for instance
by Rs.78,000, the reduction that was effected the other day, the House was
also entitled to discuss that such and such item should be reduced ; but that
is not binding on Government ; this is the point of order he has raised.
That point is a very important onc and should be looked into. If the hon.
House wants that it should be discussed now, then the House may do so.
If the Housec wants time, I think to-morrow morning may be given for
the purposs. I shall also think over the matter and give my ruling.”

¢« KaaN BAHADUR Mauravi KERAMAT ALI: 1 think we shall take it
to-morrow afternoon.”

«« Tae HoN’BLE THE SPEAKER : Yes, to-morrow is Friday and we shall
take it up after questions.”

¢« Ra1 BAHADUR PROMODE CHANDRA DUTT : It seems that the
Government have realised their position now. We would like to have some
time to discuss this question. All these days we have been discussing the
motions. But all of a sudden as soon as we have effected a big cut,
Government have thought that they must have power in their hands.”

« Tue Hon'sLe THe SPEAKER : That is the instinct of self-preserva-
tion and Government must be prepared to protect their own clerks from

inction.”

= Tue HonBLE Mauravi Sarvip SiR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
I quite admit that this point did not strike me so forcibly originally. But
when a major cut was made the othier day, although I was doubtlu] about
¢he legal position, I had no time to give my full consideration to it and
refer to the relevant sections.  Luckily the Al.ldlt()l: General also was here
yesterday and we discussed the point, as I thought it was a very important
matter which needs looking into and we consulted the Government ot India.
Thercfore, my hon. friecnd who once occupied a place in the Cabinet and
who knows well t_hat_we have to consult various matters before coming to
2 dec:sion, is not justified in saying that it is because of an instinct of self-

reservation that we have risen to-day to draw the attention of the House
to this important question.”

«« Rar Bamapur PROMODE CHANDRA DUTT: That remark has
fallen from you, Sir, not from me.  However, it comes to this. We can make
2 lump reduction Wlthgr} ademand but we cannot point out what that
reduction should be. ‘L'hat scems to be reductio ad absurdum.”’
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That was the point of order raised.

Therefore, I now call upon‘the Advocate General to address this House
on 1t,

Srijur GOPINATH BARDOLOI: ‘On a point of order, Sir, I
presume that the Advocate General of Bengal under the last Government
was also the ex-officio Advocate General of Assam. Under the new Act the
Advocate General has got to be appointed for each province by the
Governor. And the relevant section in that connection is section 55 which
I may read:

¢ The Governor of each province shall appoint a person to be Advocate
General for the province.

(2) It shall be the duty of the Advocate General to give advice to the
Provincial Government upon such legal matters, and to perform such other
duties of a legal character as may from time to time be referred or assigned
to him ”.

It is, therefore, clear that before the Advocate General exercises the
right of speech in the House, I think he has to be appointed under the law.
We find, that no such appointment has been made—at any rate I am not
aware of any notification appointing the Advocate General.  As the matter
stands, therefore, my respectful submission is that he is not entitled to
address the House.

Tue Hox’sre TaHE SPEAKER: For the information of the hon.
members I may rcad the notification, a copy of which has been sent tome
by the Government ; and that notification is Notification No.3694-G. J. It
runs as follows :

« In exercise of the power conferred by sub-scction (1) of section 55 of
the Government of India Act 1935, the Governor is pleased to appoint Sir
Asoka Kumar Roy, Kr., Advocate General, Bengal, to be Advocate General
for the province of Assam for a period of three months with effect from the
date of notification .

Mg, FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : What is the date, Sir ?

Tue Hox'sre THE SPEAKER @ 23rd August 1937,

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALT AHMED : On a point of information, Sir
was the Advocate Gcneml appointed before the Hon’ble Chief Min’istcr’
sought his legal advice ?

Tue Hox'BLe Mauravi Sarvip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADURLA .
The correspondence was going on wi th the Government of Bengal but final
orders were not issued.

Mgz, FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: My question has not been
replied. Was the Advocate General appointed before his legal advice wag
sought by the Hon'ble the Chief Minister on this matter ?

Tuae Hox’nrLe Mavravi Sarvip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -
We never consulted the Advocate General on this point of order. i

S;r ASOKA KUMAR ROY (Advocate General) : Mr. Speaker, Sir
1 am very much obliged to you for having read out to me the speech ’of thc,:
Hon’ble the Chief Minister which gives an indication of the contentions
which have been put forward by him.

Sir, at the outset, I may tell you that, although there is considerable
force in the contentions put forward by the Hon’ble the Finance Minister I
am not prepared to say that the motion which was tabled by the hon
member Mr. Abdul Rahman and which you, Sir, admitted was ulira vires
(hear, hear). Nor am I I_)rcpar_cd to say that the proccedings ol the legislature
consequent on that motion being admitted are null and void. I think I

~ought to make that position quite clear and that is why I started by telling
you that that is my view. b

e il




D125

With regard to th~ Hon’ble Finance Minister’s contention I am bound
to say that there is considerable force in it. The hon. members had been
told that there was a distinction between the language of the old Act with
regard to the Government of India with the Imperial legislature and with
regard to the provincial legislature. He quite rightly pointed out to you
that under the old Government of India Act, cection 67A sub-section (6) it is
provided that the Legislative Assecmbly may assent or refuse its assent to any
demand or may reduce the amount referred to in any demand by a reduction
of the whole grant. That I take it is by means of reduction out of the whole
or from the whole grant. Therefore, the Legislative Assembly can either
assent to a grant or refuse its assent to a grant or could reduce the amount
of the demand by a reduction of a certain sum of money. When you compare
that with section 72D of the Act which governs provincial legisiatures you
will find the provision to this effect. I am not reading the whole section but
I will read a part of it. ¢ The Gouncil may assent, or r’f,:fusc its assent, to a
demand, or may reduce the amount therein rcf‘e‘rred to stopping there for
a minute, you will find that the language of section 67A (6) was more or less
the same up to that point,—*“ may reduce the amount the:ein referred to *?
there and ¢ may reduce the amount referred to in any demand by a reduc-
tion of the whole grant > here. This proviso was to the effect that it may
reduce the amount therein rcferred to either by a veduction of the whole
amount or reduction of any of the items of ~xpenditure of which the grant is
composed. Now the rules which govern the leg'slature under the old Act
also made it clear that you could when the old Act was in force introduce a
motion which may be either to reduce any grant or omit a grant or reduce
any item in a grant. I will read that portion. Rul: 91, sub-rule (2):
¢« Motions may be moved at this stage to reduce any grant or to omit or
reduce any item in a grant but not to increase or alter the destination of a
grant . The present Act is rather differently worded and you will find
that the rules which have been adopted to the present time are also differen-
tly worded. The present Act 79(2) says this— So much of the said:
estimates as relates to other expenditure shall be submitted, in the form of
demands for grants, to the Legislative Assembly, and the Legislative Assem-
bly shall have power to assent, or to refuse to assent, to any demand, or to.
assent to a demand subject to a reduction of the amount specified therein .
That indicates what the Assembly should do. It should either assent to the
grant, refuse the grant or say ¢ we will assent to the grant subject to a
particular reduction . That reduction may be of a general sum of mon:y
without any reference to any of the items composing the grant. For instance
you may have motion to the effect that a grant be reduced by one rupee, or
by Rs.100 ; and that one rupee or one hundred rupees may not be an item
which can be identified. You may also have a motion that the grant be-
reduced or the demand for grants be refused by say Rs.78,000 or whatever
the figure is, I find in regard to this matter it is Rs.78,446: that would be a*
perfectly good motion. My view is that the mot.on of the hon. mover
should have been differently framed. The form of the motion is not right -
having regard to the Act and the present rules. I will just refer you to the
rules for a minute. The rule says that motions may be moved at this stage®
to refuse or reduce the total amount of any demand for agrant. Haying
regard to the existing rules under the present Act my view is that this cut>
motion should have been framed differently—(put in a different form)—and
the hon. member’s modon should have been put in words something like thig »«
¢ that the dcman_d under head General Administration be x:e:zluccd by
Rs.78,446 7 and if the hon. member chooses to add words explaining what--
that hgurc means he need not add that to the cut motion, he might simply
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gay that the total demand be reduced by that figure and in his speech he
might indicate to the members of the legislature what that sum of money
was that he was referring to in his motion. Well, Sir, in this case after you
admitted the motion, and the hon. members of the legislature had a discus-
sion on it, and they have unmistakably given their views on it I am not
prepared to say that the proceedings can be considered to be null and void.
‘Fhat is all that I have to say to you, Sir.

Rar Banapur PROMODE CHANDRA DATTA : Sir, we are all very
gratcful to the learned Advocate-General for coming over and giving us the
benefit of his advice. He is an acknowledged authority on legal matters and
the opinion expressed by him is entitled to have our most respectful consi-
deration. But if I have been able to follow him he admits that the motion
which was tabled by miy hon. friend Maulvi Abdur Rahman was perfectly in
order and only the wording should have been a little different, If" that is so
I do not think there is any difference in the view which we took and which
the learned Advocate-General supports. His contention is that Mr. Rahman
should have asked for a reduction, an amount of Rs.78,446 ought to be deduct-
ed out of the total demand asked for and in doing so he could have pointed
out in his speech that the amount which he wanted to be deducted was this
particular item.

Now, Sir, what I want to know is whether the Government is bound to
accept this cut as a matter of law, or in other words, whether the Government
was bound to exclude that item having regard to the fact that our decision is
final.

Mavuvravi ASHRAFUDDIN MUHAMMAD CHAUDHURY : May I
draw the attention of the learned Advocate-General to Section 92 of the
Government of Ind'a Act ?

Rai Banapur PROMODE CHANDRA DATTA : 1 have not finished.
1 want a reply from the learned Advocate-General.

Sk ASOKA KUMAR ROY : Well, Sir, I have indicated that I have
taken this present motion to be a motion for the reduction of a total grant,
and that is why I said that in my opinion the motion is in order. What
follows after the legislature has given its expression in unmistakable terms is
for the decision of the Hon’ble Chief Minister, and I do not think at the pre-
sent moment any question of law arises. The Legislature has expressed
its views and the Chicf Minister has to act in accordance with the law. 1f
and when the question does arise as to whether he has carried out his duty
according to law or not, and the matter is referred to me for my opirion,
I shall then be in a position to advise. At the moment I think it is pre-
mature.

Ra1 Bamapur PROMODE CHANDRA DATTA: That is not the
point involved whether the Hon’ble Chief Minister is bound to give effect
to t}I;xe wishes of the Houses, and on this point my learned friend has said
nothing.

Sik ASOKA KUMAR ROY: Has that point arisen ? That is not the
point of order raised, The point of order was whether these proceedings
were ulira vires of the law, and I have expressed my view on this, There
i3 no other question before the House at this stage.

Rar Banapur PROMODE CHANDRA DATTA: My point certainly
deserves consideration. I want to know the legal effect of the motion.

SIR ASOKA KUMAR ROY : That is not the matter on which I was
asked to advise. :

Tue Hon’sLe THE SPEAKER: The learned Advocate-General will
Please realise that under Section 80 of the Act the Governor has to lay before
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the Legislature for every financial year an authenticated schedule specifying
the grants made by the Assembly.” Will the Governor be entitled to include
this item as an existing item ?

Sik ASOKA KUMAR ROY: The Schedule should be prepared by
reducing the grant under General Administr=tion by the sum of Rs. 78,446.

Sryjur GOPINATH BARDOLQI: I have one point to be cleared on
the broad constitutional principle. My submission to this House was that
whenever the House feels that it has a grievance with regard to any parti-
cular matter, the right has been given to it to refuse supplies under t:h_at head
of to cut that item in any way that it likes. If that be the position the
effect of the whole thing cannot be the reduction of the total merely but also
of the head under which the motion has been tabled. Then, Sir, the forms
of the cut motions were printed and the whole thing was arranged in a
fWanner to show the particular item where we are going to give a cut.

_ Tue Hon'BLE THE SPEAKER : The form is not astatutory form. It
was one prepared by the office. 3

Sryur GOPINATH BARDQLOI: My submission, Sir, is that the
<cut was quite right. We feel aggrieved in a certain matter. We are entitled
o give a cut on that particular item—we are entitled to reduce or to refuse
it. Thatis a particular Propesition. When the schedule of authenticated
expenditure is presented, it should be shown that that item has been parti-
cularly cut. Then with reference to Rule 91(2) of the Assembly Rules, 1
submit, Sir, the mention of the words * total amount® is also wulira -vires.
These rules also have not been adopted by the House.

THE HeN’BLE THE SPEAKER : The rules are binding, till they are
altered by the House.

SryuT GOPINA:TH BARDOLOI ; My submission is that the rule at
any rate is not really in accordance with the spirit of Section 79(2) of the
Act.

Rar BanapurR PROMODE CHANDRA DATTA : Now, Sir, under
scction 55(2) of the Act “ it shall be the duty of the Advocate-General to
give advice to the Provincial Government upon such legal matters, and to
perform such other duties of 5 legal character, as may from time to time be
referred or assigned to him by the Governor.”” May I ask the Hon’ble
Chief Minister to refer this matter to the Advocate-General and let us have
his opinion. The whole point is whether we can cut this amount out. As
regards this he is perfectly silent, What will be the effect of the interpreta-
tion that he has given ? He has not answered that.

Sk ASOKA KUMAR ROY: If you will look into section 55(2),
Sjr, you will find that the terms of my appointment provide for my
8lving advice upon legal matters to the Provincial Government. It does
devprovide for my giving advice on the floor of the House. I have no
doubt a right under Section 64 to address the House and to take part in
the debates of the House, But on this particular occasion I was asked to
come over here, and out of deference to the hon. members of the House I
have complied’ with their wish a¢ considerable sacrifice and inconvenience.
% RArBaHADUR PROMODE GHANDRA DATTA: We thank you for
that, R

Sir ASOKA KUMAR ROY : The hon. member is not aware of
what I was referring t6. I was not thinking of any pecuniary sacrifice. I
was thinking of the inconvenience this would cause me, as I was due to
leave for England next Tharsday. I cannot do it now.

Rar Banapur PROMODE CHANDRA DATTA: Then I must thank
your friends there,
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‘ S;r ASOKA KUMAR ROY: The duty which is cast on me
to advise takes cffect only after I have been appointed Advocate-Gene-
ral. My appointment as such only took effect the day before yesterday.
That duty I am always willing to carry out when papers are placed before
me on a specific question.. To-day I am only here for the purpose of
addressing you on a point of order that was raised. I have given my views.
They may be acceptable to the members ot the House or they may not.
But those are my considered views.

Mg, FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Sir, I want to know from the
learned Advocate-General as to what is actually meant by the word
¢ demands > in section 79 of the Government of India Act, 1935, and whe-
ther ¢ demands  include all proposals for appropriation or not. If so,
whether the demand for the Clommissioners’ establishment is a proposal for
appropriation or not. Secondly, is it not clear (ron} paragraph 149 of the
report of the Joint Committee on Indian Constitutional Reform, Volume I,
Part T on which the section 79 of the Government of India Act, 1935 is based,
that the Legislatures have the power to reduce or refuse assent to any of the
‘proposals contained in demands. Thirdly, is it also not apparent from a
reading of the said paragraph that the legislature has been given absolute

power in the matter of specific supply for the purpose of exercising a real
control over the executive. Is it not, therefore, evident that the interpretation

put by the Hon’ble Chief Minister is ultra vires of section 79 of the Govern-
ment of India Act, 1935, read with the said paragraph 149 of the Joint

G ittee’ t?
ommittec’s report £, |\ e CiTANDRA DATTA: Ido not think, Sir,

Ra1 BAHADUR P
this question arises. The Advocate-General says that the form ought to have

been that and not this. He never says that it is wrong. As to legal effect
he says that he is not going to advise now. 1 would ask the Hon’ble Chief
Minister to write to him on the point. In the meantime we shall go on.

Mg, FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: These questions do arise, Sir.
We are considering a specific matter. I shall read the relevant portion of
the Joint Select Clommittec’s report. . ;

Sir ASOKA KUMAR ROY: Sir, whether they arise or do not
arise, I am not prepared to answer the hon. member. The proceedings
of the Joint Committee are irrelevant. We have now to consider. the
Act as it stands. The debates or whatever pycced_cd the passing of the Act
are all irrelevant. _The language of the section 18 clear. It says you can
reduce the entire demand if you like. Now 1in this case the demand h.s
been under a specific head. Whether it ougit to be m’cl]d_c‘ under a specific
head or geacrally under the demand is a malter with waica I am not con-
corned. The demand on a total sum of money was made specific under
General Administration, and I would come 10 the conclusion tlhat the effect
of the hon. me.nber’s motion was in substance that the w.lqle demand
should be reduced by that particular sum. The result will be, the Legisla-
ture having expressed its view on the point, that that dcmanc.l will have to
be reduced by that particular sum of money. Asto what will follow from
this is, as I have said, a matter with which I am at present not concerned.

" Tue Hon’sre THE SPEAKER ! I think it is quite sufficient.

Mgr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA: Ifit is open to the House to cut
down the tree, is it not also open to it to lop off branches ?

Sik ASOKA KUMAR ROY: It is certainly open to the House to
lop off some portion of the tree, without calling it one ol its branches.

Tue Hon'sre MAULAVI SAIYID SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA::
al who has come to

Sir, we are thankful to the Hon’ble Advocate-General who
address this Legislature at great personal sacrifice. I know, Sir, that he has
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‘beén in poor health lately and for the purpose of improving his health he
had decided to sail by tomorrow’s boat to England. But unfortunately, Sir,
we raised this point of order and on a hint from the Chair I had requested
him to come here. OQOur thanks are due to him for coming to Assam and
clearing the position by his able and learned speech on the floor of this
House.

‘When 1 raised the point of order under discussion now, I made it per-
fectly clear that, although under the present section 79(2) of the Government
of India Act, 1935, power has been given to the Legislature either to assent,
or to refuse to assent, to a demand, or assent to a demand subject to a reduc-
tion of the amount specified therein, my contention was that, in view of the
distinction between section 72D(2) of the 1919 Act ancl_ section 79'(2) of the
present Act, that particular power of moving cut motions on minor heads
has been withdrawn. And therefore when you, Sir, put a pertinent question
to me whether I assented to the contention that, if that same cut motion had
been tabled as a reduction of the whole amount, I replied that it would be
in order, and that such a motion would be quite correct in form.

The only point on which the hon. members and myself were at variance
is when I said that the form of the demand was not correct. I find I am
obliged to the learned Advocate General, that he supports me. That is not
the form in which cut motions used to be tabled in the Central Assembly,
i. e, a cut motion should be stacted with a refusal of the total amount,
Now the question whether Government will accept the cut or not does not
arise at this moment, because the authenticated schedule has not been
prepared.

Rar Bamapur PROMODE CHANDRA DUTT: Government is
bound to accept....ceceennnn......

Tue HonN’BLE MAvuravi Sarvip Sk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
I don’t like to be interrupted by these running commentaries. If the hon.
member has got to say anything he should have the heart to take his stand
and do so, Itisnot parliamentary etiquette to interrupt like this while a
member is sitting

Sir, even now I can tell the same thing that the motion that has been
tabled or the motions that the hon. members have been tabling are not
in proper form. The motion can be for the refusal or reduction of the total
grant and not for an individual item under a grant, and in this view the
Government have been supported by the Hon’ble Advocate General.

The next question which was raised by my hon. friend Rai Bahadur
Promode Chandra Dutt is whether Government is going to give effect to
that demand or not. That matter was not submitted to the learned Advocate
General and therefore he hag very rightly refused to make a pronouncement.
That matter is betwcen the Government and this House. If the House at a
later stage finds that the votes of the House are not given effect to by the

Government or the Ministry they have got their own course open. I need
not say anything further in the matter.

Tue HoN’BLE THE SPEAKER : Before we say good-bye to the learned
Advocate General T should like to offer my hearty thanks to him for the
able way in which he has cleared the point raised by the ITon’ble Chief
Minister. I am really sorry that he had to come here at great personal in-
convenience and for that I hope the learned Advocate General will excuse
" S;r ASOKA KUMAR ROY: Sir, I am very grateful to you for your
kind words. Before I part with you may I just say only a word ? If you,
.Sir, had in -your discretion ruled that this motion was not admissible you
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could have done so because of its wrong form. But as I told you the view
that I took is that it was in substance a motion for reduction of the total
grant by a specific sum of money and therefore when you entertained the
motion and when the motion was discussed on the floor of the House and
debated on and the Legislature has unmistakeably expressed its view on that
motion, the motion is not ulira vires, and is binding.

Tre Hox’eLe THE SPEAKER : Order, order. It was decided yesterday
that questions would not be taken up today, but as we have got still
15 minutes I think we can go on with the questions.

s ?mm GOPINATH BARDOLOI: When will you give your ruling,
ir
Tue Hon’sLe Tue SPEAKER : I will give my ruling on Friday next.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

STARRED QUESTIONS

Number of houses (quarters) owned by Government of Assam at
Shillong

Mg, FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED asked :

*216. Will Government be pleased to state—
(@) the number of houses (quarters) other than the Governor's
house owned by the Government of Assam at Shillong ?

{b) the designation of Government servants who occupy

houses ?
{c) the rent realised by the Government for each of those houses

and the annual expenditure incurred for their repairs, etc. 2
{d) the basis and the guiding rule of allotment of those houses to
the Government servants ?
{¢) who occupies now the house which used to be occupied by the
European member of the old Executive Council of the

Governor ?
(f) whether Government will consider the advisability of setting
apart at least four of these houses for the use and occupation

of the Honourable Ministers of the province ?

Tue Hon'BLe Mauravi Saryip Sl MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied : '
216. (a) (b) & (c).—A statement is laid on the table.

(d)—Residences are allotted to Government servants when it is
necessary on public grounds for the officer to reside in, or near the locality in
which his duties have to be performed, or when it is shown to the satisfaction
of Government that suitable accommodation for officers, whose appointments
are permanent in respect of locality is not available in the vicinity, or is
available only under circumstances which will be likely to place such officers
in an undesirable position in relation to house proprietors.

(e)—Member, Revenue Tribunal, Assam.

G (f )—Government will consider the suggestion made in the ques-
on. Uptil now, no Hon’ble Minister has asked for official residence,

those
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CORRECTION SLIP TO THE . ASSAM LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
DEBATES VOLUME II, No.11, DATED THE 23rp, 24T AND 25TH

AUGUST 1937

Correction slip No.6

At page 1130, after the expression “216(a)(b)(¢).—A statement is laid on
the table’, insert the following :—

L1ST OF QUARTERS OTHER THAN THE GOVERNMENT HOUSE OWNED BY THE
(GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM AT SHILLONG

Rent Admissible
Designation of officers who realised limit of the
Name of bungalow occupy the bungalow per annual cost of
month maintenance
and repairs
Rs. Rs.
1. Brightwell Member, Revenue Tri- 192 1,991
bunal, Assam.
2. Beauchamp House | Secretary, Local Self- 82 838
Government and Edu-
cation Departments.
3. Beauchamp Cot- | Under-Secretary to the 59 1,076
tage. Government of Assam,
4, Lumpyngad Chief Secretary to the 166 . 1,478
Government of Assam.
5. Lake side Finance and Revenue 123 1,002
Secretary to the Gov-
ernment of Assam.
6. Taraghar Deputy Commissioner, 196 1,352
Khasi and Jaintia Hills
District.
7. Falls View Director of Public Ins- 64 805
truction, Assam.
8. Forest Lodge Conservator of Forests, 126 858
Assam,
9. Staggar Holme... | Executive Engineer, 81 739
Khasi and Jaintia Hills
Division.
10. Goodwood Chief Engineer, Assam 177

993
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| Statement showing number of appeals filed before the, Assam Revenue Tribunal—

month by month—since iis creation (from April 1937).
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Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Am I to understand that the
{on’ble Finance Minister on behalf of himself and other Ministers will ask
or residential quarters ?

Tue Hon’BLE MauLavi Sarvip S'rk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
for myself do not want nor have

I got any such request from my -Hon’ble
olleagues,
Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED:
ience sake that Ministers should be near the S
1e house of the Governor ?

THE HoN’BLE MavuLavi Saivio Stk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : It
not necessary.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : On what grounds Secretaries
‘e given Government quarters ?

THE HoN’BLE MauLavi Sarvio Sk MUHAMMAD SADDULLA :
¢ Secretaries are to be very near the Secretariat,

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Is it not necessary for the
linisters to be very ncar the Secretariat ?

TraE Hon’BLE Mauravi Sarvip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

" Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Does the Hon’ble Minister .
aow that the Ministers in many other provinces have got Government
uarters ?

Is it not necessary for conve-
ecrectariat building and near

o

THE Hon’BLE MaAuLAvi Satvip S;ir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I
n not aware of any other provinces except Bihar where the Ministers have

en given residential quarters by the Government.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : May I tell the Hon’ble Minis-
‘ that in the United Provinces this is so ?

Tue Hon’sLE MAuravi Satvip S;ir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: In
¢ United Provinces the condition may be different.
Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Also in the Punjab ?

Mauvravi MD. AMJAD ALI: Ishe going to provide the Ministers
th Motor cars also ?

(No reply.)
Rydanguri Forest Reserve in the Jorhat Subdivision

Sryjur KRISHNA NATH SARMA asked :

*217. (a) Will Government be pleased to state—
The area of Rydanguri Forest Reserve in the Jorhat Subdivision that is
opened out to villagers for cultivation ?
(6). Do Government propose to open out the centre Reserve for
‘?y lands in the neighbouring villages where people suffer from annual
ds ?

THE HoN’BLE SHAMS-UL-ULAMA MauraNa ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
ied :

2117. (a)—There is no reserved forest of this name,
»ably means the Kakodanga Reserve in the
th is nearby. An area of 4,840 acres of this
6 owing to an urgent demand for land for cul

(6)—Government have no intention of disforesting the remainder of
Reserve, but if in fact the neighbouring villages suffer from annual floods,
7 _may apply to the Development Officer, Barpathar, for settlement in
Nambor Colonisation area where many thousands of acres have recently
u disforested and are being thrown open to cultivation,

but the hon. member
Golaghat Subdivision

Reserve was disforested in
tivation.
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SRIOT KRISHNA FNATH -S.ARMA: Will the Hon’ble Minister
enlighten us as regards the area BRI e e bersiotkmraliss of Tills o
occupy within that portuon of the Forest Reserve and if there is a dem&z’lnd
for more lands within the reserve ?

Tae HONBLE Suaws-UL-ULaMa  Maurana  ABU NASR M

I am | not acquainted with that. If the demand exists in tll?(*

WAHEED : =

neighbouring villages, the villagers may apply to the Development Officer

Barpathar. 2
SRIjUT KRISHNA NATH SARMA: Is the Hon’ble Minister pre-

the whole reserve for cultivation ?

Tue HONBLE Suams-uL-UramMa Maurana ABU NASR MDD
WAHEED: I bhave already replied in (b). The matter will'be considered
after the report from the Development Officer, Barpathar.

Appointment of cooks in all the Civil Hospitals

pared to disforest

Mauravi Syep ABDUR ROUF asked :
%918. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Medical be pleased to

state—
(a) Whether there is any Muhammadan cook in the Civil Hospital of

Barpeta in the district of Kamrup ?
(&) Whether there are Muhammadan cooks in all other Civil Hos-

pitals of the Province ?
(¢) If the answers to (a) and () are in the negative, will the Hon’ble
Minister be pleased to consider the desirability of appointing
Muhammadan cooks in Hospitals where there are no such

cooks ?

Tue Hon’sLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied:

218. (a)—No.
(6)—No.
o)—It is for Local Bodies to consider th= matter in ths case of

hospitals maintained by them. In the case of Government hospitals the

matter receives consideration according to local neccs.
MavrLavi Syep  ABDUR ROUF: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware

that the cook of the Hospital does not wash the plates of Muhammadan
patients when they take their meals therefrom ?
Tae HonsLe REV. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY . That hospital be-

longs to the Local Board.
MAULAVI SYED ABDUR ROUF: Has not the Government aﬁy duty

there ? '
Tue How'sLe ReV. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Government - cannot:

do anything in the mﬁfAter.
Dr. MAHEND NATH SAIKIA: Is there not a Managing.

Clommittee ? .
Trs Howsre Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : There isa Mana-

ging Committee for that local dispensary.
Mauravi Svep ABDUR ROUF: Isitafact that patients have got.

to wash their plates themselves ?
Tue Hon’sie Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : No, Sir, I am not

awalrc.

2

Saddadean
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Beki drife wood mmahal

Sryjur GHANASHYAM DAS asked ;

*219. Will the Hon’ble the Minister in charge be pleased to state,
Wwhether there is any source of fue] wood supply in the Barpeta Subdivision
except the Beki drift woods ?

*220. Is the Minister aware that the population of the southern portion
of the subdivision depend on the drift woods of the Beki river free of any
tax ? -

*221. Isita fact that the Beki drift wood mahal has been leased out
this year ?
*222. If the answers to questions 220 and 221 are in the affirmative do

overnment propose to stop further sale of this drift wood mahal in order
to remove the difficulty of innumerable indigent people ?

Tue HoN’BLE SHAMS-UL-Uranma Mavrana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied :

219.—Yes. Grazing Reserves

and Unclassed State Forests exist all
over the subdivision and should form

sources of dead wood fuel supply.

220.—Under existing rules the collection
river is allowed free to settlement-holders in
subdivision, who may collect it for their domesti
Private purposes but not for Purposes of sale or

221.—A drift wood mahal has heen leased out overa portion of the
Beki river (from the southern boundary of the Game Sanctuary in North

Kamrup to Eastern Bengal Railway bridge across ‘the river) in the northern:
Part of the subdivision.

Sryjur  GHANASHYAM DAS: will
Whether the present lessee has cut down som

¢ valuable trees within the
orest without the permission of the Government ?

THE HonN’BLE SHAMS-UL-UrLAMA Mavrana ABU NASR MD.
WAHEED : The Government is not aware..

Srijur GHANASHYAM DAS : win the Hon’ble Minister enquire ?
THE Hon’sre SHAMS UL [T .

MA  Ma NA  ABU NASR MD.
WAHEED : Yes, I am ready to make an enql:llf:y.

of drift wood from- the Bekj
the southern portion of the

¢ and agricultural and other
trade.

the Hon’ble Minister state:

Fue Hon'BLE SHAMS-UL-UrLama Mavurana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED

‘replied : -

222.—In view of the answers given to the foregoing questions, Govern- .
ment do not propose to stop the sale of the mahal,



Forest revenue of Assaril

Srijur BELIRAM DAS asked :

%993, (a) Is it a fact that the Forest revenue of Assam has conte dowrt
to about 1/3rd within the last ten years ?

(b) Isita fact that the major part of the expenditure comes
tinder establishment, pay of officers and subordinates ?

(¢) Is it a fact that new posts and divisions are being crcated in
the Forest Department of Assam ?

#9294 Will Governmient be pleased to lay on the table a statement
showing—

{a) the total number of staff i1 1929 and 1937 ?

(b) Forest revenue on 31st March 1929 and 31st March 1937 7
{c) Total expendifure on these years ?

(d) Total expenditure on staff during these ycars ?

(¢) Total expenditure on improvements during the period ?
(f) Other expenditure during the period ?

*295, (@) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge be pleased to statc
whether any of the recommendations of the last Retrenchment Committee
in respect of Forest Department htas been given effect to ?

(b) Ifso, what reduction has been made ?

(¢) What was the total expenditure on stafl at the time of the
report of the Retrenchment Committee ard what is it at present ?

(d) Is it a fact that one of the post of the Clonservator of Forests is
now in abeyance on the recommendation of the said Retrenchment Com-
mittee ?

(¢) If the answer is in the affirmative, why this post has been filled
up by a senior Deputy Conservator of Forests with an allowance of Rs.150
per month thus allowing him almost the minimum pay of Conservator ©
Forests including his Oversea allowance of Rs.400 ?

(f) Is it a fact that the compensatory allowance of Forest Officers
has been discontinued ?
(g) If so, why ?
Tur Howsre SmaMs-UL-ULaMA MauraNa ABU NASR MD.
WAHEED replied :
293, (a)ji;sgm the boom years 1927 to 1930 the revenue has come

1 Ed
2o to']?bs)t_(_)‘ﬁri)resent expenditure on staff’ is 2/3rd of the total expen-
diture, .

(¢)—No new posts have been created. Somie _gppo}mtmenﬁ; }];avc
been made to fill existing sanctioned posts. No new division 1as rfa Y dcc_n
created except that the Goalpara Division has been split into two for admi-
nistrative convenience.

Sryur RUPNATH BRAHMA: May I know what part come from
forest revenue ?

Tae Hon'sLe Suams-ur-UramMa MauLaNa ABU NASR MD,
WAHEED : I want notice of that.

- - - [ 5 -
* Approximate figures as every item of expenditure would have to_be examined to give
correct figures,

2
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THE Hon’BLE SHAMs-UL-Urama MaurLana ABU NASR MD.,
WAHEED replicd :—

224.(a)-—Staff in—

1929 1937
Indian Forest Service : 13 15
Indian Forest Engineering Service 1 Nil.
Provincial Forest Service ... 17 16
Ranger L3 30 46
Deputy Ranger 60 71
Forester 147 187
Forest Guards ... _ 521 536
Clerks 56 61
Rs.
{b)—Forest Revenue—31st March 1919 ... 37,67,873
31st March 1937 ... ... 16,85,110
{¢)—Total expenditure—31st March 1929 SRaeiE 21l s3DRATD
31st March 1937 . 11,92.885

(d)—Total expenditure on staff—31st March 1920  5.66.602

31st March 1937 6,53,328
{#)—Total expenditure on improvements—31st *4,14.000
March 1929

x 31st March 1937  *2,25 300
{f)—Other expenditure—31st March 1929 . *11,51,780
31st March 1937 e *3,14,257

Kumar AJIT NARAYAN DEV: On a point of order, Sir. You

ruled the other day that these statements should be laid on the table,

THE Hon'BLE THE SPEAKER : Perhaps Government have not been
able to arrange matters yet,

Tue HON'BLE MAULAVI Sarvip

Sie MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
This is a short statement.
oz Hon'sLe Suavs-uL-ULama Mastana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied :—

225. (a)—Yes.

(b)—(a) One post of Conservator has

(b) The post of Forest

the Silviculturist held in abeyance,
(¢)—Recruitment to the

) Indian Forest Service and Provincial
Forest Service was stopped until the time has now come for new recruiga
ment,

been held in abeyance.
Engineer has been abolished and that of

(d)—Proposals for a new Service to replace the Indian Forest
Service and Provincial Forest Se

rvice are under consideration of Govern-
ment.

: (¢)—Compensatory allowance to Indian Forest Service and Provin-
<ial Forest Service Officers

has p : 2
F)—A new scale een discontinued.

of pa anctioned the Provincial F
S e 15t _]anuary 1932, Pay was sanctioned for the Provincial Foresg

Rs.
(c)—1931 ... .. 6,34,700
1937 ... el o .o 6,53,328
(d)—VYes.
(e)—_-TC{ enable Government to have a responsible officer always in
- Shillong for advice on forest

Ll atters and to assist the Conservator in ey,
way possible in his very heavy charge, i
(f )& (g)—The hon,

member is referred to the reply given i
252(5). <

o o rUres r P, 0 _—_—'—‘—"—__
* Appm?\lma“ figures as ey Iy item of expenditure would have to be examined (o giv
correct bgure. 2
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Damage by floods in the Assam Valley

Srijur KRISHNA NATH SARMAH: On a point of information, be-
fore we go to demands, Sir, I have received these two telegrams from Jorhat :
The first telegram is :—¢“Titabar-Amguri Mauzas badly affected by flood.
Houses under water crops destroyed villagers starving Titabar public
forms Titabar Flood Relief Committee. Requests immediately relief”.

The Second telegram is :— ; >

“Rungur Mauza overflooded relief badly wanted. Kindly do the
needful®. ;

1 want to know, Sir, if the Government have any information.

Tue Hon’BLE Mauravi Sawvip S;ik MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Yes, the other day, the hon. member Srijut Debeswar Sarma handed two
telegrams to me about Bhogdoi breaches. 1 do not know whether the hon,
member is referring to the same.

Seijur KRISHNA NATH SARMAH: These are different, Sir.

Tue Hon'Bre Mauravi Sarvio Sir MUHAMMAD SA,ADULLA:
I have not received any further information. On those telegrams irom
Srijut Debeswar Sarma, I have asked the Public Works Department to send
a wire and ascertain intormation. I will send these telegrams to Chief
Engineer for nccessary action, if handed over to me.

SRTJ'{_-[—]; }_{AJEND].{.A NA[H BARUA: I hELVC alSD rCCCiVCd a tc]c-
gram which rcads as iollowst,_ G Hiadi

“Crops in great parts o iladhari Kachariha i
ged by ﬂo%ds solicit action™. t Athgaon mouza dama

May I know whether Government have any information ?

Tue Hon’sLe Maviavr Sarvipb SiR MUHAMMAD SA ADULL AT

the hon. members will hand over the telegrams to ;
officers for a report. me, I will ask the local

Srijur SANKAR CHANDRA BARUA: 1 hay g
following telegram : ave also received the

“Kachnihat mouza overflooded relief bad) i
necdful’™ Y wanted. Kindly do

Tue Hon’sre THE SPEAKER: Tt would be far beiter if all these

telegrams are handed over to the Hon’ble Minister so that he may make
£nquiries.

DEMANDS FOR GRANTS
‘ GRANT No. 19,
40.—AGRICULTURE

‘Tsie Hon’sLE Mavravi MD. ALI HYDER {
mendation of His Excellency the Governor of ASSEHI;IA?IB On _the recom-
that a sum not exceeding Rs.6,18,300 be granted tq d feg, Sir, to move
EABR At oomne S0 e el 1o ey e chares
the 31st March 193 or the administratig i |
ament.” 4 fustration of the  “Agriculture Depart-

TaE HoN’BLE THE SPEAKER : There are ma :
this grant and the hon. member Srij 1; ‘mnny cut metions under
bis ngwtion, '(’“ member Srijut Haladhar Bhuyan may now move
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; S TEeHl, oyt

Smgor HALADHAR BHUYAN: 780 A 1T S

J 9,742 under Grant Noigfﬁ CEeie]
—Agricultural Dep
d—1.—Pay of Offic

> Major
artments Sllb-

head—40.—Agriculture, Minor head—A-
€rs (total), at

head (b).—Superintendence, Detailed hea
page 143 of the Budget, be refused.

@3 BB AT Ay wans 73 LI WA w973 s
3, fam, AT =T famt @@ (20! fediba® Afe WRIF | fag aprg
cans fr A0 98 [Garbrads [are (Al X (I (2[RI cut motiony
o3l wiF LT WitAtss 14 aqf ofat ORE AFTNF <R CAMBAB s
e fysia fasiaal 2faq ad (AP I AW AN QTR gy g
Qg atg:® 4T CN-13 foowta tatg FIP A fral it AT | o} 3R
frsisig 7@ 020 AL fAfig —cafo¥¥F fafaca t  cafeaa 2zie WAy (roq
waaq] £0 @A WFT—bo Fx ey I NOIA B¢ WAF @Y gogw
feqera | <2 AFeqw nmy (98 (RFTG THAT AFTICR (S¥farag
Bafs wfqea? (#63213, fe yaap, (@ affea) ARCANIE TAfs =T onfyq
a5 o fort BB [ awa A (Post) P 28Uy (IEITL AFSNT 3wy
et afada @ @R’ A (itatd 454 AM3¢F YA &R copry
forien (A2 * 12293 932 T L for5e (387 AMAL T, 34 #Bawey 73
faspsts (F4E &15 1R et RITa1 CTR) fagdl fan18ee AHRY tag fag @z
o 3{REY QU] TR QA a3 1 afon FE AR QR 4T WlF sfary
3@ ot FARSHR fs@aa (oo forada Wi e&x prilfatdresy
s — @ (I BT @ RFA AT BTEUT TR AR 2
staras 17 30 fs €@ A wF qaw {3 A el & e & 73y
cofeate (46T AP | QLATT) F1A WIR 3% Al 1Ree (3fs Lfey fog
«f vyt ot ARIZ AT R AR S ¢ famt#1 I Aifea 2Rt §i52
2 ce1R TS, €21 stars {7 cifs & S cifet % A7 47 wpesien

@19 ife (39 @13 AE, F6Ta (1R FiAATI 12 @feT ARaE aua 3 fs 29
stz Rei Rl @ RatEs epwpp ft YIR AR BF A3 w= dacg
FBas@) fFdl atF a1dT 3Hiey F@E L FHA AHR @@ JMAtY Ja73
fe 3fafea ¢ g @ 3t agA fRan i 3 35 W 743 IR cHpgng
expert 41T (SR (% (743731 B expert A 06 WER1  Tals Rizmys
2afirs alwd Sifed IRaET A 03 aifalRal @9 @ faig
aeifera 39 @7 1 fafy wardfen wiF R W0 fat sty
tamafaefzal AT W16 c4fe srats 373 a{ta 5 w8Rats vy m%
<y fafie S TR TN s 7Rk fifwee | cnzaneR ooy
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51323 =1 poitfEcSee®a 5128 aft waia REAE [ & fits sx cafS cotal
7@d (A3 S SN cafers = IWANA &SR q{F AFS Afend WA
wiedta aisiE el freal (2o @Ayl EiEiR eFiA 5F <F Ff433 RIFR
qz@ (B0 | w{E GUAST @F S uw A1EEA VAT 'R @A WA
SRT WA 1@t 7o BF eEATaR A 2fen WA 4061 I w{fen e
ciea BATIAL tafem ) @fSate s3dias «¥ w=id AR S coiyal FE61a1
fant® @512 Wi WA I AFS  cafsas Aifa & g @fe Saw1a 231
«fsul & faa1% fruit garden ] cattle farm Ifq0g (2 faalF3 A37e XS
454 ANZTA @ra| AR @RI AR | (FICAL (FUA| FFLE I Y AT
Bawtd A1 Al (% AZE 13 2@ @@l Siq celd] ATE | (AZ F1AIT AR
atART ARG Wias 4% A1 wify aRKegl; ST o fexea el
34613 A | @3 47 (3251 ©5iE faea feonbeasy wesl zmf azgz1 13
23 @i FAFY Wi 98 AT [TiACEeq €3 Witg | @R fRare ages (3AM6LF
I51= #1f7 A%Ca =tA (753 A4[8 practical demonstration =33y #tqed (&1~
T cﬁ:@tatn) ML «ii@q =iz @ crae AV Srimgs sey BF! 4139
AT AR oy 13 (RIS @tEF<] Aa%ia vavgl f Fhoi) Ay capeda ?
@3 92,000 Baf(q 319 4% [FE #g ; =13 4318 e age A1 2
F2ta BICT Qe sypay (A0 2Rata q@ W facme arzmz TaFA W

B3 BAS{I ffare 92 5F K gs avq GaRdea) @3 skl *9
s AR 93 e wifF Ay

(The Hon’ble the Speaker then read the motion again)

Mavuravi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURI : Sir, the cut motion
relates to the Agricultura.l Department, and as such will the. Hon’ble Minis-
ter in charge of Agriculture please explain the situation ?

/Tue Hon'gr g e SPEAKER : Let the Hon’ble Minister first hear the
ails and thep he will reply.

Mavuraxa ABDUL HAMID KHAN: Sir, c7c43 wiagl #fgaéa (e
2’0 T2 51g @@ d (NG veg] A AT 71 @ Fag g ARIET
3139 22071 vy 7 SN SfFieag e ofzl A8 49 gZeq Al | V% atal
Tl 7813 wfag) a12e® 974 T3 e 3fa 2Bte oy oz o2 I
B5% | @ty CAMEITS! @Aty tReie-tsl A qta, fam, an oM

VR F2Y A3 A{UFI T T FlAgl o= sfears rEr gfaal ol L
19 7 R wifyg %79 92 €1 G 99 (=1 (&1h 4t @ neaig wEa AT
R WyE | yfy @ 7w fp wftw 99 8% qlafwnl wifeg =390 a7
Tafeats sfics atzes #Aita <ivl 230 20 a7 ]9 wfig w7a 3o @30 ACH |
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iR @ A9CFH WAT WiIqA F i {3 o 77 wieqga FHeawga AT =it
23ace W[5 WACT CAlqAT AR TBA | AT CANLT A1BCS At4r@gl wfars I
45 3ff S{ztea F13a 371 Bty Al If2F (9 AdA @ IS AfTAR
fast.7 orsteal 28 @3 o1z {23l ois Aty IR 3T 3G @FA Ax WAl
03 Bzl 230 StghRa 5137 7 g30s AfTa 7| B[ fswsia foraga aze
cv?i3l feragacrae wazl o cRFT 2R40E | SiZlEl SFARAT 19431 wAq
@it (A4t g2 @3 faa wait Ffag 32 Qaga sueats 31 TS AF T zfa3
B Z(TT FEI T ILAT @32 OIFIeR fAatad ffes 3971 229 WLAA | FIF-
WA (1 zteta ztata Re) &3 A citets A8 s oeea srzta g/ =A@ g e
w1219 9T, F 8 ATBF TS AT AIS | BHAT ©igiH @I T AF
fes =jcaa A3 ately Gtal §2Ca3 Bafs 28 AMA L PR IFA AG FAR,
A3y, A7 2917 I 22S WAiFe szt 30wzl FE S @@l WA
F¥3 ¥ Tafs 22aicz Szl AiFAl o191 SIIT ATA FAFH | s0e AT FrH
@ At faal 617 F[SA[He 18 AFAZ Witz | o0 3373 FrH 7 process 4
73 FRATS F99 RfF 3R «yas 1% process? Wty | WA
¢ @A TifF Al $49 [al 3Bescg | o 3397 AR FAII @ SHF
Afa4q FiAce AtfAs IGAE 9AIF 9S{T @32 493 OB 1 ©itd 2ifFan
A0S A Al SR @A $R N3l e | 3w vy 7 FooAbardy
FA>ta) fAsle (G ARA fal 3t 23 ezl 220 $93T =% AfF35R 2203 A
wfia A3 47 37 TR0 T @ (7 AR TifEcs +fal FRalS wA44 SHLCT
fafe sfacetz sterme dfsety B at I el 3w sface 1
09— T AT TRATAT 49 €30S I ofars I I3 SiF 2300 K=ty
(74203 T3 TR s W Awe @am @3 «FB g w
@A 237 (3 (4T cajeral § sfwea «2aaw B7© 43043 TAe 23S A |
CANA CF(A T T4 AR, (717 A7 gas I{elfa w12, ¢F1a Demonstrator
A A AR, 9y 7R @¥FA IYG[A [Aars e0s I A A Sl s
Sifaql 3T Fq Ao 3637 19 F0aq Blel 230 ¢ 000 IFACAS H{ACHA
FEATE Bafs 2R3 A1 1 393 cqeas grar wag (9 @59 w99 P
23 W2 FfAA (P w4q Demonstratorcs  o'zin AeFla IS 3faea
Siztal Iean “staal 2et7 alfewia qifa 77 | wiapra cEt @F A" e
&firs T Tl 4fFml <17 A2 IfAcsfga s4q Inspectorcs izfa AfeFiy
<facs 37 34 | Inspector Ifacan— 951 a5l aF e @3t q3HmT tary
4itAA BAT 103l (1% A% I wYE AT 5eA aps; Biacs FIRLS I forea
AR FR@ ANS AT O A3 oy ¢40q (T @I AT CyH Ao g »
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(laughter) | ¥R QFAT I TIF WM “gga @ (FIq FY—afy BrAE
T AT RA NG U @R T A ¢t 598 4% a8 589 13031

Inspector IAUAT * (ILAAS WA T4 Wiy AfF ¢ @ wfows wigg 713
(renewed laughter) |

BT TNA[AMS] @AE FIF (FIR wtastty Tz sim qee® “(fast=
I Ci3reig 1 qreTH I KNI A SEAT WEF ¢ iy w5 Gan A BN
—>ie 1%F AaAts facs &9 | @ YA 2¥ea tefeeafaurn ¢s aigsy fral @s
QA FfHAe | WA InspectorcF IAAMM (X @FER demonstrator ¢ 931
¥ST, @F AR Mwly g fof g9 Motts Mz feas oa fageet an atan-
fral @y 2surs 2fan @9 © 1% &2 1 Inspector Ifmam |— qnca wiANCHA
wisms1 A2 @ 32 3A A S120SR T fwqiasq aa ayga wawia

={o®W 51 AR (laughter) | 34T AT[IRA AT A Cx=Am A 45 wiag o34z
B4 141G Inspector faal $1€F W1 Rew Fa13ts Ifacas ; wra wabi e 25
TAAR | AFS ACF NS I I (A wvana qa7 | fog ofa a1
AT TALa = 48 LA FAAE AT XAF (49 70 8341 5177 wiicy T -
wfa sta Ay afF AR | 7 ST AT I Teaga sfim a7 aifen Bleafacs
Aface) aee@ AfAA ot $17 SRS AQ WA | g qrq @
fera®a 1w fral wta, wtal @3¢ A0 A3 IR @57 531 g IzBw | qY T

SEAACTA CA[BY CHIBI (I3 AR ST 1A N9« Wig afegy g @417

¥f7 Al qgay faea s1cd A1t @ ATR AT, sfaam

Knan Banapur Mauravi MAHMUD ALL:  Sir, T should Jike to speak
a few words.

Tue Hon’sre THE SPEAKER : Let the hon. member finish

MRr. JOBANG D. MARAK : Sir, I intend to s ;
agriculture in Garo Hills regarding agriculture.

THe Hox’sLE THE SPEAKER :  Very well, the hon, member may
speak. .

P Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK : Sir, in Garo Hills, we have Bt ory
one Demonstrator who is practically doing nothing. I remember, some
years ago one Inspector went to Garo Hills and visited our gardens. Potato
experiment was going on that year. The Inspector found that there was
nothing in the demonstration garden.

As regards the retrenchment of officers, I am not in i position to say
anything now as I do not have the sound knowielge wha¢ they “have done
and what is their duty to do. Of course, we have not been benefited by
such officers though [.am sure they "have been appointed ‘for the good of
the people. In Garo Hills.we do not get any service from these oficers-

I do not say that I do not want demonstrators becauss the present
demonstrator is not doing good work, but I want to say that we want good
demonstrators, so that we may be benefited 'fl‘Om t.hem. Sir, we tae pcc_)plc
in the Garo Hills are ignored and neglected in agriculture anp{ everything.
My point is that we should have two or threc more .demonstrators for the
whole district, and one Inspector we want,

peak something about



o~

1141

Mr. C. GOLDSMITH : Sir, the motion is for refusal of grant for the
superintending officers of Agriculture. Looking at all the cut motions for
different demands for grants we find that in every case officers are to be cut
off. " The policy that has been adopted here looks as though Assam
will not need its officers for different departments. The hon. mover has
admitted that there is a lot of work to be done in the Agriculture Depart-
ment, by the agricultural heads ; demonstrations should be given, and
cxpert knowledge is also needed, but he said at the same time that the
officers should be sacked. The motion ought to have been a censure motion
on the officers, if they are not doing proper work, But to say that Assam
does not need agricultural experts only shows that thereis a bankruptcy of
good sense.

Sir, the plough has heen referred to. I am of opinion that the plough
of Assam which is centuries old, will go on for another century. For eco-
nomic reasons Indian ploughs will be necessary for a certain length of time.
The hon. member has not realised the economic condition of the agricultu-
rists of India when he says that no improvement has been made
by these agricultural experts in Indian plough. The ploughs that
are used in India have been used for a long time, and our people
will not take to improved ploughs, and they have good reasons for
it. We have to see the economic condition of our people.

_The hon. member also said that farms are needed, but in the cut

mmotions we sce that the farms ‘are to be abolished. "It is "hot relevant.
Therefore, Sir, I press the hon. mover to withdraw his motion. We are to
8o into these things very carefully and we must see that we do not cut our
own legs on which we stand.
. RarBamabur PROMODE CHANDRA DATTA: Sir, I do not like to
interrupt the hon. member when he says that there has been a bankruptcy
ok good senschin theloppusition: TionTy1iss o paimtiote HAaEthere islha s
ruptcy on ]tihc other side as well,

KuaN BAHADUR MaurLavy KERAMAT ALI: Yourself also.

Rev. L. GATPHOH - Sir, I could not follow the hon. mover and alse
the other hon. member who spoke in Bengali, but I wish to speak a few
words on the motion for the abolition of the posts of the Superintendents.
g h?VC got a few facts, which I shall place before the House, and which may

¢ taken as arguments for ang against the motion, and that is a short history
of what we have been trying to get for our subdivision.
o In 1907 it was _I Wwho wrote to the then Director of Land Records and
griculture réquesting him to open small experimental farms in the British
%ornop of the Khasi and Jaintia Hills. I might mention that the Shillong
KP_ancntz-il Farm is too far away from the agriculturists of the Jaintia Hills.
c;’uln t?n agricultural farm is opened in Jowai it will really do good to the
oy agd 2 IC result was that a Demonstrator was appointed for the subdivi-
Mentionad i:sll:lector was sent from time to time to pay occasional visits. As
meals and other ¥ budgee speech that as a result of the introduction of bone-
e Mmanures, there has been an increase in the revenue of the
¢ extent. Since then we have been pressing for more Inspect-
ased, and it s impossible for the Inspectors, who
¥ Provincial work in Shillong to pay regular visits.
een few and far between, and we need really more

O €ope with the work
We also want Su_permtandent of Agriculture to supervise the work of the

staff. If the district 1s too ld also b

: small to h intendent, he should also be
m:tdc_s"uI.}_crlﬁt_cndcnt of the GarooHiaﬁ;c geizgsglglgl}nspc’ctors in the Khasi
and Jaintia Hills used to vigj; the Garo Hills also in the past. People in the

Their visits haye now b
men, more Inspectors ¢
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Khasi and Jaintia Hills appreciate their work, they like to take up new work,

new experiment, new Demonstrations; so if there are more Inspectors to carry

on these cxperiments al}d more Demonstrators to give demonstrations, the

agriculturists of this district will be benefited beyond degrees. We also want

. one Superintendent to supervise the work of Inspectors and Demonstrators,
and he should also be in charge of the Garo Hills.

Sir, I do not know the condition qf the plains. It may be that the
people there have not benefited much from thc_Superintendents of Agricul-
ture. They niay have reasons for that contention. But as miy hon. friend
says, the persons respons_tblf; should be taken to task for not doing their duty
properly, instead of &b-)h_shmg the post. If t!}cy do not want Superintendents
of Agriculture in the plains, we ,want‘them in these hills. .

Les:ly, I want to say, Sir, that if the hon. members from the plains do
not want to have the Superintendents of Agriculture let them say so, But
in these hills there is enough work for them, because the possibilities are
grcatMAULAw MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: I
rise to oppose the motion, ‘The Agricultural Department is the only depart-
ment that exists to ameliorate the conditions of the agricultural classes.
This department needs every help and more money from the Government.
The other day during the budget discussions, I said that this department is
going on without proper nourishment. 1If we, the representatives of the
people, cut down ¢he root of the _depargmcnt, I-think we shall be doing
a disservice to the cause of’ the agriculturists. My point is this. If we want
to do any good to the agriculturists, we should see that more money is pro-
cured for this department. Only abolishing the posts won’t do any good,
neither to the Government nor to the people. We may abolish this post or
that ; but this will not at all improve the condition of the people. If you
go to the villages, you will find that our illiterate cultivators require advice
on agricultural matters in various ways. If these officers who are supposed
10 be cxperts in agriculture are to be removed from service, I think we the
laymen who simplY] hVCIOI;I theflaTJOM‘s of the agri
them to proper patix. _ 1, therelore, oppose the motion.

- SRH%T OMEO KUMAR DAS: T rise to say that we have had suffi-

cient discussion on this and we may now close the debate.

culturists cannot guide

Sryur RABI CHANDRA KACHARI : Sir, winfs @ 53 @7
@1 =AY WRF @93 &fe Vafs wfava wwd @ @3 fispay frwa
@-2:G7 BT (3RS 33 FRACAUMINI 1 2535 T Tws wimig Iats asq
ceo fezgs 3t 7 fRrbreda @uteq w2 @’31'T @ cut motion 3
afatsats {ag 1 @i @2 {7 517 w1 9% T w35 Al oy «d
(o1al 71 7w 59 4a5 21 @2 foNBABT s AwHIT Ar413q ersyy
(51l (ATl oIS (M TR AFEL 4TS ww qB o) 3 Ty
A5z il fasie drarEe | e 7 feaie 3% 3961 @7 3 3ars w[s (vd
Rafes A=13s qfa aie ¢fa =1t 34 (38 47,94 shoe and suit cag) g9 I
afaba 7 eq afe cement Al AT 8743 B3 19| (Rarg ool i
Rate afesia @ 413 (7 8921 3RIP a5 atan @ ey @ gl
@fpia A3 (F(e- AE[a7 TR AMOF I3 @& cut motion (@1 AL
L 150 KT
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Tue Hox’sLr TR SPEAKER :  Srijut Omeo Kumar Das may speak
now. ;

Srijur OMEO KUMAR DAS: No, Sir, I only moved for closure
of the debate. " The motion appears to have been suffisiently discussed.

Tue Hon’sLE THE SPEAKER : Government may now reply. :

Tue Hox’sLE MavuLavi Satvip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Sir,
I will reply as my Hon’ble Colleague does not know Assamese and the
mover spoke in Assamese.

Sir, my quondam colleague, Rai Bahadur Promode Chandra Datta,
rose with an interjection about bankruptey of ideas prevailing on one side
of this House. I do really believe that there is bankruptcy of ideas in this
Housc permeating every group excluding the group led by my hon. friend.
the Rai Bahadur and his allies the Congress party. I hope my hon. friends.
in the Plinting group will excuse me for including them in this group cf
thzse who are suffering from want of ideas. The hon, mover from the
Clongress party went further, and said that there was bankruptcy of ideas
even amogst our agriculturists.  Sir, a glance at the cut motion tabled will
clearly show what a particular section in this House wants to do away with .
the Agricultural Department. They want to keep the Director of Agriculture
at the head, as he has not been touched ; they want the Inspectors to
remain. But barring those two groups, they want to remove the rest of the
lot. We have got the Deputy Directors of Agriculture, they would scrape
them. We have Superintendents of Agriculture, scrape them. Then
comes the Inspectors, you keep them as the centre, spinal cord. Below
them there are the Demonstrators and the fieldmen, remove them. Then
what remains of the Agriculture Department, Sir ? If we look at Motion .
No. 17, the same hon. member has proposed that the provision of Rs.51,000
should be refused and that is meant for Demonstrators.

Mgr. FAKHRUDDIN ALT AHMED: Are we considering No. 1 or
No. 17, Sir ?

}IIZIES Hon’BLE MAULAVI Sawvip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
We are discussing No. 1. But I am developing my point, how there is a
section in this House who wants to do away with the entire Agricultural

Department. If we cut away the Demonstrators.........
Sryur HALADHAR BHUYAN': %% (5| demonstratory ¥ (Fi
CIES

Thne Hon’BLE MAULAVI SAIVID SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

S[A{E1 G176 $4 037 | 3fcg3 515 ¥—Lac cultivationd
ffare @31 «asie @tz 1 I supposs, Sir, that I can reply 10_ hin in
Assamese. I wish to point out that at page 147 under head G—Agricultural
Experiments item No. 1.—Other Experiments, Detailed head 1—GContin-
gencies, first is Lac cultivation and demonstration, there 1s no provision,
Next Agricultural Dem ynstration Rs. 51,000.

Sryur 'HALADHAR BHUYAN : (A3t Lac cultivation i
demonstratorg fAi%.@ %:-’TC{ 3% (¥®1| wis demonstratory AN {qai

iz
SRIJUT PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : 1 think it is clear from the
budget that there is no amount mentioned against that particular itern, g
is not clear what this cut motion comes to. :
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Srpur  HALADHAR BHUYAN: %% 2®tgl (@ pay of officers
at page 143 of the Budget be refused. ®3l® Demonstrator
fiarsq -Fita| I4AL A8 | At paze 147 it relats to Lac demonstration
only and there is no mention of number of Demonstrators in that page.

Pay of Demonstrators 74 in number has been shown at page 143.

et S fa (Iats 3@ (F @¥L3'3 Demonstrors’ pay ?

Ta= Hox’sLe Mauravi Sarvio Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Sir,
that particular group assert that they are the custodians of the good quali-
ties of improving the lot of the agriculturists. One hon. merpb::r _has_ Just
pointed out that if there is any department whosc' ostensible aim is to
improve the lot of the agriculturists, it is the Agricultural Department.

If we want that these people should benefit, it is, as one of my hon,
friends from behind remarked, that we should have these officers with techn}-
cal knowledze and we should very closely watch their activities so that their
technical knowledge is widely disseminated in the countryside, and in order
to draw attention to that a cut motion, a critical motion, would have been

more appropriate. : ;
Sir, the hon. mover in his speech said that there is no need of having

these highly paid officers, but at the same time he admitted that our local
cultivators are suffering from a bankruptcy of agricultural ideas and therefore
he proposed that we should adopt the policy of inviting cultivators from
outside, settle them in Assam in order to teach our people. Sir, if we invite
these people and settle them in Assam to teach us, then there will be another
wrangle about line system............ {Mr. Hockenhull : Aear ! hear!)

Srijur HALADHAR BHUYAN: %3 f45{s contract system S| H|qq
AN |

Srijur DEBESWAR SARMA : I meant that these people should be
brought here on a contract system.

Tue Hon'sLe Mauravi Sarvip SR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:  Sir,

can anyone believe that if we bring these people here on a contract system,
they will be so charitable as to impart to us the secrets of their trade ? If
my hon. friend admits that our local cultivators need to be taught about
rotation of crops, or manuring, or the advantage of using improved seeds, I
think it is better to have a service of our own with trained experts who will go
about in the interior and instruct the agriculturists, It has been said that
these Agriculture Officers will not go to the villages with their nice clothes
.and polished boots, but I am not speaking from official reports or hearsay—
1 was myself for 5 years in charge of this Department and for the purpose of
seeing to what extent the villagers had benefited by these demonstrations I
went through slush and mud to several villages along with these officers.

Sryur HALADHAR BHUYAN:  «ff73 fafq:5:z gaa ? (18 @Facs
z3q ? i,

Tae Hon’BLE MAULAVI SATYID SR MUHAMMAD SA el
my hon. friend says that they simply accompanied the Hon’lﬁ?ﬁm} 1%}.1;;
enquiries were not confined to headquarters stations, T Went intorthe heartiaf
the villages, and they all said that they had derived great benefit from these
agricultural officers. FER S

Sir, I think my hon. triends have heard of the Apr 1 F AeAr
Karimganj. Anyone who visits lhg: Karimganj localﬁ}cﬂtiﬁrgn dal;;;?at iEs
neighbourhood has been fully benefited by the improved seeds that have been
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evolved by the Karimganj Farm. There are 3 hon. members in this House
in the Muslim group coming from that locality and there are others also on
the opposite side ; let them say whether it is a fact or not. Similarly, we have
got a Farm at Jorhat. That Farin specialises in sugarcane, and I asked
several hon. gentlemen who take an interest in sugarcane to say sincerely
whether our cultivators have been benefited by the sugarcane setts issued by
the Farm at Jorhat.....................

Sryjur HALADHAR BHUYAN: Sir, (Staza 3315 5iff @373ty
fisi® targ

Mr. F. W. HOCKENHULL: And jute.

THE Hon’BLE MAuLAVI Sarvip SlR MAHUMMAD SAADULLA : I am
coming to jute. Sir, anyone who has been interested in jute knows that the
indigenous variety of jute grows to a height of only 6 or 7 feet, and thereafter
it branches ; the stem is very thin and the fibre is reddish brown and therefore
fetches a very poor price, as against the Chinsura green variety introduced,

Srijur HALADHAR BHUYAN : afai»145;737 {4319 atawcs 3@ 313
%1 Deputy Dircctor of Agriculturey post tacs T LR TEoACE R
R F41 23 (A:[4a1F Housed mislead /I3 FFwrz Tars |
%139 Deputy Directord post #2713 F<A;3q =1 (FI51 3 I9Ma167
wBcresl wrme AR 73 Arer

Tue HoN’BLE THE SPEAKER : I do not understand what the hon,
member says.

Tue HonN’BLE Mauravi Sarvipo S;ir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : He
says that even if there be no Demonstrators people can get the seed from
the Farm. Sir, it presupposes that it is these officers with technical know-
ledge, and not untrained people from outside Assam, who have introduced
these improved varieties in the province. These officers have undergone
-a scientific course of agricultural training, and it is these officers who know
what improved varieties should be introduced in the province, then these
varieties are distributed in the country through the agency of the lower grade

workers....... :
Seyur  HALADHAR BHUYAN: 4% ¥i¥ Agriculture Inspectors

fraiws Q42 &3 At —19sfRmFqy Seed fiw WLE I indent IR
Demonstrators {3113 23312 faatz feag ltdd o ¥R fAfaes
Deputy Director of Agriculture f3za12 23|

Tue Hon’BLe Mauravi Sarvio S,r MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I
hope, Sir, you will not mind if I answer the hon. member in Assamese.

2 Agqets fosd T, 239337 Scientific knowledge Ta#l| The Chinsura

een variety of jute grows up to about 15 or 16 feet; the
stalk is very thick and about double the size of the local variety; the fibre
is silvery white and it fetches a very high price. Only the other day my
hon. friend Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan, m.r.A., was telling me that
this kind of jute is extensively grown at a place called Sarisabari, and he
told m= that the local prodiace from the neighbouring districts is trans-
ported beyond the borders to Sarisabari so that it may be taken as grown
in Sarisabari, and such jute fetchss better price.
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Trom all these facts I say that we require some people who have got
high technical knowledge of scieatific agriculture and improved methods of
agriculture, and if we accept this motion it would be cutting down the
Agriculture Department to its roots. I hope hon. members will consider
these points when voting on the motion.

Mauvravi Syep ABDUR ROUE : Sir, the Hon’ble Minister was telling
us that there are better varieties of jute and sugarcane in Jorhat and in
‘Karimganj. I do not know much of geography. Are these places in the
Barpeta subdivision? f

Tue Hon’BLe MAauravi Sarvip Sk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : My
hon. friends know that the last speaker has been domiciled in Assam for
the last 6 or 7 years. If he has not read the geography of Assam, it is
not my fault. (laughter.)

The motion was put and lost.

Seyyur SIDDHI NATH SARMA : Mr, Speaker, Sir, I beg to move
that the provision of Rs.1,000 under Grant No. 19, Major head—%0.—
Agriculture, Minor head—A .—Agriculture Department, Sub-head—(a).—
Director of Agriculture, Detailed head—3.—Allowance and Honoraria
(total), at page 143 of the Budget, be reduced by Re. 1.

The object of this motion is to criticise the general policy of the
Agriculture Department, and its action. : :

Agriculture is a Department which the people of the Province want,
90 per cent. of the population of the province are Agriculturists and their
daily bread wholly depends on this. We are not therefore making any
criticism with any spirit of hostility. We desire that the Department
should do, and should have done, at least some tangible good to the masses.
But judging from the results of the many years’ administration during which
it has been in existence, we must say that the department has proved to be
a total failure. The same defect of top-heaviness of the administration
which characterises every other department is there. We spend com-
paratively a very small amount on field work than on superintendence
and supervision. I am not going to comment on the work of any particular
officer or staff, as it is a matter of detail of administration. But [ feel that

the whole outlock of the administration till now is completely unsatisfac-
tory. The spirit of service to the meanest, villagers which should be the
characteristic outlook of the department, is altogether absent, We find, Sir,
that while the officers of the departmemt are anxious to please the men at
the top and those who can criticize their action within the Assembly -cham-
ber, they pay very little heed to the needs of the villagers. The inspecting
officers undoubtedly tour a lot in motors and draw large sums in salaries and
allowances. We also find interesting reports about their work in the annual
administration reports. In the name of bringing experts into the depart-
ment they are excluding the children of the soil {rom services and yet what
is the verdict of the people on the department. They say that the sooner the
department is abolished the better. I have not met a single villager who is
prepared to give any certificate to the department. Sir, a department of
}his kind should, in our opinion, be judged by what the villagers say about
it. Itis for that reason that we say that the department comes in for
severe condemnation. ;

. Coming to the department itself, I first propose to make a few observas
tions regarding the Livestock Department. It is a happy feature that His
Exccller}cy the Viceroy is taking grcat‘intcrcst in the subject, We are no
less anxious about the improvement of our cattle kingdom. What has the
great expert sitting at the head of this department done for us? Cattle
wgrth about a lakh of rupces was purchased by this department during the
past few years. But what has happened to these? The report of the

2t
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administration for 1935-36 says—“A serious check to the progress of this
section occurred during the year due to the spread of Johne’s disease
amongst cattle in the Government farm and the dairies. In building up
this heids, cattle have been either transferred occasionally for some years
and unfortunately all he ds are infected. Since no direct preventive or
curative treatment is yet known, the control of this disease will be a long
business externding possibly over some years; meanwhile the issue and
sale of cattle from the farms have been stopped. (Page 55. Agricultural
Report 1935-36)

The Hon’ble Minister is not aware that all herds of cattle in Government
farms and dairies arc infected with Joline’s discase, and they are subjected to
musketry practice by the head of the department. Johne’s disease, Sir, is not
a local disease at all. It was unknown in the province, but it has
been introduced into the province by the expert. And what is his
salary? He is probably drawing a salary of Rs. 900 with allowances.
Sir, if such a department does not come in for condemnation and such
a public servant continues as an expert, what will be the fate of our
cattie kingd> n? But I d) not like to take the tim= of the House.

One word more, Sir, about the Agricultural schools and colleges. This
province becomes an autonomous province. The province must have had
by this time an agricultural school or college. But I see no attempt in
this direction. With these words, Sir, I commend the motion for the
acceptance of the House,

Tue HoN’BLE THE SPEAKER : The motion moved is that the pro-
vision of the Rs.1,000 under Grant No. 19, Major head—40.—Agriculture,
Minor head—A.—Agricultural Department, Sub-head—(a)'.—-—Dxrcctor of
Agriculture, Detailed head—3.—Allowances and Honoraria (total), at
Page 143 of the Budget, be reduced by Re. 1.

The House is adjourned for lunch till 2 p.m.

(After lunch)

MAULANA f&BD[_ijIZI{XMIEi{EAﬁ : Sir, FIFMA VY F'J9[ 5 FACA
13l [z 043 ST fadily zsu (RIT FAZ ABIAG AR | GRS
@A afwd Aaata e offFda 93 9l ferag TAIITT IR NEFNg
Afate R,90,99% A 2Aut; g f4%ta 89 =ify sz g Industry wob-
Gliba forads ARNAAGR =3 sfaal <4 x¥or'g—eF5a demonstrator
A=y (FIT 997 3,3% 3 AR a2 | I ied wgifgonE A6T Tl faay
AEcacaz Uts, fagia prag <t ASafp 2oara afars fawl medl TECely war
RIzr7 §l41 @STN F 9 apsara e3aigA | ArEAA[S (gafd South Bank
93 AGRA [T Wty gifam; ©igla oas oas 936w .54 7R ATedd g
FR S A A3 ZUAY A7 q3wa demonstrator 8 Credl ¥ A2 932 (Fiq
@ a5 (491 9319 713 qrggre @9l s 13 | qff e 1T AT BABLAT S
Industry fewiBiadG catal 2331 20T w71 &30 seyRy =il wazgl feq
fit+ AratcAa fce Areata emy wrata wfs 212 w5 g wwig wrAFosis
2fFioig, 1103 @t gf@ A4l Weaving School 31 ®=j1a) @a1c3 3w
feg a9 IS dfate Acq s1g13 3,3%) @3 | fas g4 8 Atzelng
fasg @% (7 «fMF A9t 155 gR71® 3309 fam) ws | 203 %A eltersary
gaiq %2 @ Fund @ Brg1 a5 | 23 AT [T @ ABAT A%
Tfaals |
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Srjur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA :  Sir, I think, there would be no

,"fmore betrayal of ignorance of the Congress programme than to say that

!

F

// Congress Party can ever be opposcd to any motion regarding the improve-

ment of agriculture in the province. Si}', we exist for t}m agricuituris[; br'c-
thren of the province and we want to die for them. Sir, when we bring in
this motion it is clear that we Ering it as a motion of censure on the Govern-
ment for the inadequate provision for agricultural training of the people of
the province or for inadequacy of the provision for training them to im-

prove agriculture. When we read about the countries like Italy and Russia -

where agriculture has been improved at the initiative of the Government,
we feel constrained to call this Government as the betrayer of thc' interest
of the masses. We want on our sxdp of tl}c House that agncul'tuyc_sn(_mld be
improved till it reaches the economic point of the Law of Diminishing re-
turns. These agriculturists arc_the backbone of thf: nation and they shoul.d
be helped in a manncrﬁwhlch will help them to improve their economic
condition and also to give adequate revenues to t}}c vacrnment coffers _for
the management of all departments of ad_rmmstratxon. We are arguing
here for the reduct'on of 50 per cent. reduction of revenue, because we find
that the economic condition of the agriculturists is very bad. If their con-
dition is improved there willbe no more cry for reduction of revenue.
Therefore we want that adequate pi:ows_ions ought_ to have been made for
giving our boys agricultural education in all the institutions of Government
as well as local bodies so that every boy of the soil can come out of the insti-
tution with some knowledge of improved agriculture. Sir, we do not want
topheaviness, we want that the number of demonstrators should be so much
swelled that there might be an a_grlcultpral_demonstrator in every village so
that they can work with the agriculturists in the field and show them the
improved methods. It is for the matter of that alone that Government hav-
ino failed to make adequatc provision for agricultural improvement, that we
have brought this censure on the Government. The other day the Hon’ble
Chief Minister in a meeting declared his intention to improve the agricul-
tural condition of the country, but from th<_: persual of the budget we do
not find any provision for that purpose. Itis (or that reason Governm?m
stands condemned. Sir, much has been spent in other departments which
are not productivc, but Government 1s .reluctant to utilise any moncy. for
the improvement of agriculture which will benefit every body—the agricul-
turists as well as the Government itself. Thgrcfore I rise to support the
motion which has been moved by my hon. {riend Srijut Siddhi Nath Sarma
and I hope the whole House will agree with me when Isay that Govern-
ment deserves censure for not taking a:dcquatc measure in this direction.
Mg. F. W. HOCKENHULL: Sir, I beg to thank the hon. member
who has brought this cut motion for the constructive and moderate way
in which he has directed attention to the problem of agriculture to which I
personally have given much thought over a period of years. I feel sure,
as I have said before, that la!l sections of the House are at one regarding the
desire to improve the condition qf the masses through the medium of the
Agriculture Department, and this motion is wclI—.tlr_ned and modecrately
stated and it affords the House an opportunity of gaining that information
from the Department which, 1 am sorry to say, is lacking in many respects.
It does further furnish the Minister in charge with an opportunity and a
very necessary opportunity as the occasion Qcmands, of vindicating the
bolicy, of the Department which works under _ him.
Now, Sir, the real trouble with the Agriculture Department is inade-
quacy of its staff. Let me remind those members of this House who are
using these weaknesses as 2 political weapon, of the old saying—*‘“you can

e
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fool some of the people all the time : you can fool all the people for some of
the time, but you cannot fool all the people all the time”. Those who are

laying with this Department in that spirit will find in the long run that
it will not pay. ot

The Public Health, Agriculture, Veterinary Service and Animal Hus-
“bandry are all new, young, poorly developed and  half starved agencies of
this province. It fills me with disgust to read the motions which are tabled
and they imply’ such a tremendous lack of thought-and want of apprecia-
tion of the circumstances of the situation when we hear people arguing that
-the whole branch of this service should be discarded; merely because it is
topheavy. Well, Sir, every service is topheavy at thestart. IfI open a
tea garden to-morrow as Manager I alone am topheavy. WhatI want to
do is-to develop that .property so that in .time it can afford the means
of livelihood to hundreds and thousands of labourers with only a few
Managers still directing the whole affair. The trouble with this Depart-
ment is that at start we have not spent enough to give benefit to the agri-
culturists themselves. This is, I think, the essence of the complaint against
the Department with which we agree. Our ideais to focus attention on
lack of funds and by our recommendation we want to impress upon the
Government the necessity of giving more and more to this Department,

Sir, I shall not be satisfied until I see that as much is spent on this Ser-
vice asis now spent on general education. I am certainly convinced that
it will give a far more fruitful return. I personally am as disappointed as
any member of this House that the progress is not faster. I have moved
time and again, but I am not discouraged. I will continue to move until
something better is. done. ' ¢ :

One thing which this House is required to recognisc and that is that the
Head of the Department is almost entirely immobile owing to the tremen-
dous amount of departmental work that is required of him. It is one of the
unfortunate happenings in any Government department that a man who is
at the:top is able to give probably much less of his time than any other mem-
ber of the Department to the actual professional work which he is directing.
Thercfore, if I may say so, the necessity for having adequate assistance is
the only solution. This Department can never flourish until it has more
workers in touch with the people and these workers reguire teaching—a
duty for the technical expert.

yOnc point which I l:hould like to stress and stress to It)he Uttfﬂ‘?Stt of “_:Y
power is the necessity for reorganization within the epifd;l_eélne }1;2‘3;-
There are two separate and distinct Departments i Assai?l _gu Gl ?hé
namely, Agriculture and Veterinary and lee-st:oci~:.1 - 'gstinct teads Yoo
head of the Department is an Agriculturist, naturally 1}115 y LA Bl V
wards the better development of agriculture, and if he happ e-
terinary man, then Agriculture ers. -

TIZF. S Iy 'rngg S PlEt, AKESIU{ﬁ:‘ The hon. member has exceeded his
time limit. 5 . 3

Mr. F. W. HOCKENHULL: Tt is a very very important subject, Sir.

Regarding another question, namely, Johne’s Disease, I would remind
the hon. members that in 1918 we had a world wide epldermc_known as
Influenza, It disseminated the whole world. In our own  province whole
villages were wiped out and when that epidemic subsided did we say that
we did not want the medical department because they had f_alled in f.hc

articular emergency. On the contrary they dircctgd Fhelr _attention
to the necessity for greater and more research work. This d1sease: 1S a wo-rld
wide disease, very difficult to diagnose. There is no known inoculation
against the disease. Let us not under-estimate the importance of this and
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at the same time make wild and vague statement decrying the ﬂcpartmenf-
I'he number of animals lost from the disease is very small, 500 in all against
a regular loss by other epidemics of 25,000 annually, and very fortunately
they have been confined to Government Farms. These animals were impor-
ted when better stock was wanted, and brought the disease with them.
One thing which I should like to put before the Department is that
when epidemics of this kind break out the public should be taken into their
eonfidence for little is gained by a secretive attitude.
In conclusion T would ask those hon. members who have not been to
the Government Farm at Shillong to go there and see what s possible and
Jet their constituents know what is being done.

MavLavt MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHOUDHURY :
Sir, I rise to support the motion. I have got some grievance, not personal
of course, against the administration of this Department. Sir, it is the gene-
ral impression of the people that the Head of tlie Department is so weak that
he cannot take proper steps against the officers under him when they act
against the orders and instructions of the Department. Sir, the other day
1 said that the Manager of the Sylhet Farm sold out bulls affected by Johne’s
disease to outsiders contrary to the orders of Government, which the
Hon’ble Minister could not deny. But what is the result? The Manager
is tight there, but on the contrary, the Department have transferred the two
Muhammadan officers from the Farm. = Again the action of the Department
has given the public to understand that the Head of the Department has
taken a communal view of the thing. If this be true, I think it is not, then
it is no doubt unfortunate. Yesterday we have been told by the Hon’ble
Minister that 480 heads of cattle had been killed owing to the effect of the
Johne’s disease and still there are nrany heads of cattle affected by this
wasting discase. Iam told by an Expert that germs of this wasting disease
remain for three years in the soil \yhere a diseased cattle lays its dung. And
in view of the seriousness of the c,lfscasc Government ought to have declared
the Sylhet Farm _as ¢condemned” and taken serious measure against the
Manager who sold affected cattle to outsiders angl helped in spreading of the
disease in villages. The Departmcntal Head relieved the Farm of all Muha-
mmadan officers and allowed the Manager to enjoy the good wishes of the
Department. It shows, §1r, that the DcPartrpent is not well managed and
is unable to grasp the SCriousncss of the situation. If things are allowed to
go on in this way and the Department 13 not .thOTOUghly overhauled, I am
afraid, the public, for whom the Department is meant, will lose all faith in
the Agricultural Department.

Sir, there is _a Deputy Director of Agriculture for Livestock in
person  of Mr. R. C. Woodford. I do not know whether he is t:::
expert in rearing of cattle or in killing of cattle. Because only some
years back thlS.LlVCStOCk Department came into existence and durin
this short period it had to sacrifice 480 heads of cattle cau 2

; ) sing 2 huge 1|
to Government. 1 do not know, Sx}', whether it will justifyg his a%)poiﬁif
ment.

We also do not know what marketing staff is dbing.
no arrangement i'o_r the sale of agnc.ult.ural produce. Qutside purchasers
known as_*Beparis” coms, make combination and purchase rice, jute and
mustard seeds, etc., at a very cheap rate [rom our cultivators. Foxz'l want of
selling facilities, Sir, the pineapple growers have heen

e e ; greatly discouraged.
Tfdhicistaff donot show. MOTe AEEVIES, then I'say, thore isno necessity of
maintaining them.

It is making
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Government do not propose to take practical steps for improving the
productivity: of land and protection of craps. This alone I think,
Sir, will be a sufficient reason for censuring Government. With these few
words, Sir, I beg to support the motion.

KuAN BAHADUR MAuravi  MAHMUD ALI: May I know, Sir,
whether  the cattle were purchased before the appointment of
Mr. Woodford or after his appointment? .

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: This gentleman once saved one
of my valuable cattle, Sir.

"THE HonN’BLE MAULAvI Sarvip S;ir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : I
will point out that in course of my speech.

Sir, Johne’s disease has loomed large in to-day’s discussion and unfor-
tunately, for this disease, the Agriculture Department is going to be cen-
surcd. I will just give a shorg history how this disease came to be diagnosed
in this province. Microscopic examination of the scrapping from the intes-
tinc of a bull which died at the Khanapara Farmon the 3rd June 1933
carried at the Imperial Institute of Veterinary Research, Mukteswar, at the
instance of the Supcrintendent of the Civil Veterinary Department showed
the presence of organism much indistinguishable from that of Johne’s discase.
This case was followed up by five more cases during 1933 in the same Farm.
Sir, the fact that intestine of a bull which died was sent to Mukteswar Re-
scarch. Laboratory clearly shows that the Department of Agriculture was
alive to the danger of introduction of a new discase (%ear, Azar). It appcars,
Sir, that there is some misapprehension in the minds of many hon. members
that this disease was introduced on account of negligence eithcx_- of the Live-
stock Expert Mr. Woodford or of our Agriculture and Veterinary depart-
ments but the facts are not s, Before the appointment of Mr. Woodford
we started buying cattle from outside.. We used to send our own
Deputy Directors of Agriculture to different provinces to purchase cattle
with the help of the Imperial Dairy Expert. While I was Minister in
charge, 1 deputed one of our Deputy Directors of Agriculture, Mr. Lakes-
war Barthakur, for purchase of cattle from outside the province. This
disease, which we have now been able to trace was introduced into our farm
by a herd of cattle that was bought from Sindh and another place called
Karnal near Delhi. All the animals were selected by no less an authority
than Mr. Smith, the Imperial Dairy Expert to the Government of India.
This would alone show what meticulous care this department took in buying
their cattle. It is very unfortunate that the discase spread in this province
but we are doing our level best to stop further issue of discased animals from
the farm and all those animals that could be traced have been killed. In
this respect, I must congratulate some hon. members of this House especially
my friend Maulayvi Namwar Ali Barbhuiya from Cachar who has helped the
department in tracing the animals that were issued from the Sylhet Cattle
Farm. Eleven of these animals have been killed in  Cachar through such
help and the remaining two would be killed as soon as they could be traced
so that the discasc may not spread. If the hon. members of this House lend
their whole-hearted co-operation we hope to be able to stop this disease from
spreading further. (4 voice.—Certainly).

Sir, an.othcr matter on which I must congratulate the speaker and the
supporters is for .thc adoption of th#s moderate method of censuring the
Government, Sir,. we are ourselves alive to the fact that the Agriculture
Department has not yet come up to its standard we would like it to reach,
It is not on account of any want of enthusiasm on the part of the officers
but on account of paucity in the number of field workers but we hope soon
to be able to increase the number of field workers and carry the benefit of
this department to the masses,
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Sir, with your permission, I would like to say.a few words more, There
is a motion for cutting off supplies for starting fruit culture. I like to take
this opportunity of showing that the department has been able to introduce
various fruits in particular localities. 1 would like to produce before the
House a sample of two pineapples which have been grown-in this province,
one weighing 11 Ibs. and the other 10 Ibs. These two pineapples have been
gent to me by the Director of Agriculture with a forwarding letter which I
like to read before the House—¢Sir, I am sending herewith two pincapples
grown by Nowab Abdul Aziz in the Daisy Pinecapple Garden at Tezpur®,
He is an Assamese gentleman from Jorhat. “This shows, S‘“': what .P_s.ssam
can do in the way of growing pineagplcs even under ordinary conditions™,
I know that this gentleman sends his consignments to Calcu.tta and there is
a regular competition to get his custom. One of : the fruit sellers of the
College Street market in Calcutta came to me to }ntcrccdc on his behalf
so that the grower may continue sendu}g him thc'pmcappl?s which were sold
at annas [12/- to Re.l/ per fruit. This shows, Sn‘l, that with the help of the
Department of Agriculture even under such ordinary circumstances sach
big and lucrative pineapples can be grown.

Mavravi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHOUDHURY -
Sir, is the Hon'ble Minister in order to produce these two pincapples before
the House? -

Tue HoON'BLE THE SPE;&KER: Producing of two pineapples has not

d any disorder (laughter).
caus%ABUYDAKSHHSIAIg{AN_]AN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: May I know
from the Hon’ble Chief Minister whether he will have a monopoly of these
pineapples?

Tae Hon’eLe Mavravi Satvip SiR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :  Sir

‘1 simply wanted to demonstrate how fruits can be improved in Assam, »

Tue Hon'sLe ToE SPEAKER : If the House agrees then we may go
on and put the motion to vote, but when the timelimit is fixed, I thigk
the Hon’ble Minister will please take his seat.

[The motion was put and lost without division.]

Tre Hon'sre THE SPEAKER : The original motion is that a sum not
excecding Rs.6,18,300 be granted to defray the charges which will come in
the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1938 for
the administration of the * Agriculture Department ™. STy

[The motion was carried. |

GRANT NO. 22.

43 —INDUSTRIES

Tue Hon'BrLE Mavravi MUHAMMAD ALI HAIDAR KHAN .
the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assa :
move, Sir, that a sum nothcxceeding f1‘15.2,36,3()() be granted
charges which will come in the course of payment during ¢t :
on tl%c 31st March 1938, for the administration of the 2g1n§5,t¥if Igﬂdmg
ment 7. epart-
Tue Honx’ere THE SPEAKER : The motion moved is
exceeding Rs.2,36,800 be grantcd to defray the charges whic
the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st
the administration of the ‘‘ Industries Department **,
Srgur SIDDHI NATH SARMA:  Mr. Speaker, Sir, I s
that the provision of Rs.1,200 under Grant No. 929 Nia'or H%admzr;wc
Industries, Minor head—A—Dircctor of Industri o S’u b-hJe ey -—-Allc;:;:
ances and honoraria (total), at page 161 of the T L A e

ms I bc t
to defray’ the

that 2 sum pot
h will come in
March 1938, for
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Sir, the object of this cut motion is to criticise the policy of Government
hitherto followed by this Department. Although we are in the dawn of
a new cra, the budget speech of the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Industries
did not reveal any new policy or programme of work for his department.
It pains me to see the meagre estimate budgeted on this head. Practically
the whole sum of Rs.2,36,800 will be spent for the pay of officers, their
establishment, allowances and honoraria, except the very small sum which
has been set apart for scholarships to students for training in industrial
achools. :

: Sir, in Assam there is the greatest possibility for development in
industries. Assam is by nature endowed to be a province which can,
properly developed, produce almost everything that humanity can possibly
require. She has raw materials enough for her own requirements in every
department of human wants. The old cottage mdust_nqs In Assam have
become anazmiac for want of proper nourishment, c::xm.mal negligence on:
the part of Government, and want of sta'tcs:‘.ma.n‘sh:p in the depariment,
I cannot but sympathise with the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the De art-
ment for his frank admission that unfortunately little money was available
for his department ; so what can he do. Sir, this sort of apology will neither
develop nor increase the industrial. resources of the country. A suitable
industrial policy, a well thought-out scheme can alone increase the produc-
tivity and industrial resources of the country. It may not be possible
within this limited time that was given to him to offer many constructive
suggestions, but apart from the major industries such as Tea, Sugar, Leather,
etc., which should be encouraged and aided by the Government, it is the
bounden duty of the department to see that the cottage industries of the
rovince, which go for the benefit of the masses, should be sufficiently aided:
and encouraged.

Sir, the production of silk and silk weaving are very common 30 deas
tries of the province, but for want of proper aid the whole benefit is going
to the capitalists. The Mahajans generally advance either money or
cocoons to the poor weavers, some of whom, come from the tribal classes -
practically the whole benefit goes to thcsc; Mahajans, leaving so little to T
weavers that the proper value is not obtained, even for their labour. If R
placé of these Mahajans could be taken up by the State, then not only
those weavers will be sufficiently benefited but also some profit might - come
e Government. .
to thln this connection I want to draw the attention o-f the I"IOn'bl? l\flinistcr
in charge of the Department to what the All-India Spinners’ Association are
doing in regard to Silk Industry in other provinces. Then, Sir, there are
the bell metal industry, the brass industry and the ivory work industry, aJi
of which would have highly flourished in this province but for the same
reason, viz., the encroachment of the Mahajans in these u_ldustr.ms also,
these industries are dying out. Mat making, wicker workl,l ntalpa_u making
and pottery making are also in the same state of decay. A _thc.sc industries
ire modernization, and if Government have come to their aid not only
rcqllltlirihcsc industries be revived but could successfully compete with an
coﬁ r products of the same kind of other places. Then, Sir, washing 'anq
otﬂgt slc))aps perfumery and scents take away several lakhs from the provinge
tocry Ycar’. It is a happy sign that some of the enterprising men have
f:kcn up these industries of late ; they Shqu]d. be aided and encouraged by
the Government. There are other industries in the province which under
.proper guidance and help may successtully compete with SImllar.Products
gf other countries. But Gpvcr_nment instead of encouraging thc_se industries
arc not making any provision in the budget, _ We feel, Sir, while A
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afford to neglect many things, we cannot afford to overlook these nation-
building activities and should not the Government which do not pay much
heed for these come for criticism ?

With these few words I commend the motion to the acceptance of the
House. '

MavLavi MUHAMMADAN MAQBUIL HUSSAIN CHOUDHURY:
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I support this motion. 1 shall be very brief and won’t keep
the House for a long time. I am only drawing the attention of the Hon’ble
Minister to two matters. In the Surma Valley Technical School there is no
provision for silk weaving. I think this should be i_ntroduccd there, and if silk
weaving is introduced in the Surma Valley Technical School, this industry
will spread in the Surma Valley and it will help in the growth of cottage
industries.

Another point is higher training in weaving. Students from the Surma
Valley Technical School are to go to Gauhati for this. I think this practice
should be stopped and provision should be made for it in the Surma Valley
Technical School for higher training in weaving.

With these few words I beg to support the motion.

Sryjur JOGENDRA NATH BARUA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, with regard
to the question of industries in this province, the Government has not done
its bit considering the finance of the province. T leave aside the question of
major industries of the provinces: with regard to the smaller cottage indus-
tries in this province the Government has not given real attention to this
problem. The rural indebtedness of the raiyats can only be removed if
these cottage industries are properly fostered and encouraged. In the first
place my hon. friend Srijut Siddhi Nath Sarma has told the House that
Government has not paid the slightest attention to the main cottage indus-
tries of the province such as bell-metal, brass, silk-rearing, mat making,
wicker work, etc. On one occasion I approached the Director of Indus-
tries to organise a co-operative institution with a view to help the brass and
bell-metal industries, but the reply was that there was no fund available
and, therefore, the matter could not be taken up. If the Government
thinks that it has no finance to finance all the cottage industrics, all
at once at least some of the industries which arc very valuable to the
local people, which I have already mentioned, should be taken up by
Government in a systematic and sympathetic way, and in that way the
people will be much benefited and the Government also will earn the grati-
tude of the people. But, Sir, the way in which this Department has been

proceeding will be revealed to you, if you look at the Industrial Report
of the Assam Government for 1935-36. You will find from it that only
Rs. 500 has been advanced as industrial loan in that year. And therefore
I submit that this is a very sad thing, and no prosperity can attend the
province if the Department goes on like this. I therefore support the motigr
of my hon. friend Srijut Siddhi Nath Sarma. 2

Srijur GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR :  MRr. Speaker, Sir, in support
ing this motion I simply want to mention one industry which has bcc“
neglected by the Department. I mean the spinning industry, which is 2
most important industry of the province. Of course the Government have
paid some attention and spent some money for encouraging weavin
but we do not find that any systematic attempt has been made for the sake E}
encouraging spinning. The other day the Hon’ble Chief Minister told us that
spinning has been introduced in the weaving schools of the province but we
have not been ablé to see these schools deing any thing tangible in that
direction. I want t?d d(;'aw thg pointed attention of the Government to the
fact that they shou : o dspmmhmg for the spread of spinning. They can
spread the industry by lending cotton and cheap spinning wheels to poor
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men and women and by purchasing the products for the Government
Emporiums. They can also very well encourage it by opening spinning
classes in Jails and in the lower classes of vernacular schools.  In my opinion
this cottage industry should be encouraged by the Government by ail possible
means.

With these few words, Sir, T beg to support the motion.

Srijur LAKHESVAR BAROOAH :  Sir, I want to speak a few words
on this cut motion. Sir, the uplift of the masses is the ery of the day. We
cannot think of upliftment of the masses without improving the agricultural
condition of the people and without reviving the cottage industries. I hope
hon. members will agree with me that the only important eottage indus-
try of India is spinning and weaving, and it can be revived also by minimum
expenditure. It is for this reason that Mahatma Gandhi has insisted on the
revival of this Industry throughout the whole country. Many hon.
members who are conversant with the economic history of the country know
that 60 crores of rupces is sent out of this country annually to the foreign
countries, in cloth only and that amount was retained in India only, when
the cottage industry was in_vogue, in the country. TFhe moment foreign
cloth reached the shores of India economie bondage of her miltions began.
So, Sir, every endeavour should be made by all who have the welfare of the
country in their hearts to revive this industry. This spinning and weaving
industry was universally followed by all and it can be revived at a minimum
cost. Much has been made by the Agricultural Department of their giving °
pome stipends to students for-training in seap manufacture. F submit, Sir,
that soap-making was never and never is a cottage industry in this country.
We Assamese are a race of weavers, and as such we are in a most advanta-
geous position to revive the industry at the minimum of expense. Therefore
every cffort should have been made by the department to revive this indus-
try in the country.

Besides spinning, Sir, there are other cottage industry in our countries
which have died. Assam was self-contained unit in the matter of our daily
requirements.  The importation of cutlery and other things is only a recent
introduction. = We had our potters, metal workers, etc. Through the advent
of forcign goods these cottage industries are dying out. An attempt should
have been made by the department to revive this industries in the villages.
The budget which has been presented is, for the reasons, has been rightly
characterised a dry bureaucratic one, lacking in orientation and lacking in
life. I therefore with these words support this motion.

Basu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Sir, days in, days out, we are
carrying on our discussions en various motions and our discussions are
meeting with the same fate ; the ministerial boat has three harbours to
take shelter, namely ¢ consideration *, © enquiry’ and ‘Retrenchment Commit-
tee.’ These are the three words which sum up the policy of ministeria]
defence. I 'was astounded to hear from the Hon’ble Chief Minister yester-
day that he was lacking in information regarding industrial banks. He was
speaking of the Tata Industrial Banks, and other industrial banks but he did
not know the significance of a real industrial bank. Sir, the ordinary bankin
concerns feed on deposits of their clients and are generally disposed to the
grant of :hort-tgrm loans, whereas the object of the industrial banks is diffe-
rent. The capital expenditure of industrial enterprises requires some mone
to be repaid in the course of 25 or 30 years. And for thata bank cannzz
depend upon the deposits from ordinary depositors. This is why an industria]
bank is necessary; its capital must be raised by the issue of long-term debep
tures, so that long-term credit can be given to industrial enterprises. Short.
term deposits and leng-term credit are inconsistent. This is why an ordinary
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- banking concern cannot give these facilities to industrial enterprises which re-
quire money on long-term credit. This is why I asked the Hon’ble Minister to
establish an industrial bank in this province. - -Sir, I would refer the Hon’ble
Minister to.a book named ¢ Recovery plan of Bengal’ written by the Director
of Industries, Bengal, Mr. S. C. Mitra, perhaps much light can be had
from that book about such banks. In Bengal they have started land mortgage
banks ona similar plan. It does not cost anything from the Gowvernment
coffers.  All that is required of Government is that they should be ready to
guarantec the payment of interest on these debentures. That is all that js
necessary.. 950 in order to finance our smal} industrics a hllJcral policy of
anting loans should be adopted, and for this purpose industrial banks would
be absolutely nccessary, in order that our cottage industrics may be resuscita-

d.
te Sir, in‘our country there is scope for a fruit canning industry, thereare
also others like the decaying mat-making industry and so on, which are
languishing for want of proper encouragement. You will be surprised to
hear, Sir, that cven the earthen wares in this province are imported from
Dacca. Althou sh mother carth is gracious enough to give all her resources for
our use, yet we require carthenware to be imported-from. Bengal ! If pro-
per training were given to the Kumbhar class, thousands and thousands of
rupecs would have been saved and - this exploitation by others would haye
been avoided. So what I say is that there is no scheme or idea behind oyr
industries policy. Therc should be systematic well planned policy and at the
same time a financial backing. And if we proceed on a plan just as other
countrics -are doing, with, as I said yesterday, a five year ora ten-year plan
1 think we will be able to make some advance.in  our industrial cnterpriscS:
With these words, Sir, I support the motion moved by my hon. friend
Mavravi DEWAN MUHAMMAD. AHBAB CHAUDHURY: Sir in‘
my budget specch I said that we want more food and more cloths to put ,On.
Industry and Agriculture are the tvg'o_plllars upon wlnc_h the welfare of the
country depends. The Hon’ble Minister of Industry is fortunate that the
ortfolio of Industry and Agriculture has been conferred upon him.  These
are the really true nation-building departments by which he can do real good
to the people and can capture the imagination of the public, but, Sir, it iy 3
matter of regret that we find no sign of activity. I hope the department wil]
come forward  with some programme and push its programme of work
among the masses. : )

Sir, 80 per cent. of the agriculturists belong to the Muslim community
and.it is an urgent need that Government should give more attention and

ive more facilities to the needs of the community. Sir, cottage industry i,
the only industry by which we can solve the unemployment problem, Again
Sir, in industrial department I draw the pointed attention of the Governmep,
towards the paucity of Moslems in the department and the lack of f'acility g
Moslems in the matter of industrial department. Sir, in the Sylhet Techp;.
cal School the Moslems are ill-represented in the teaching staff. So I yrge
upon the Goyernment to find out ways and means to redress the grievances.of
the Moslem community. -With these few words, Sir, I resume my seat.

Mz, KEDARMAL BRAHMIN: Sir,I .am not going 'to criticise
Government for not encouraging the industries of the province: What is
mainly required is that the people should come forward and find new enter-
prises and then force the ‘Government to encourage those industrial enter-
prises. Sir, we find that in Assam the bamboos are grown in plenty but no-
thing has been done for the improvement of - paper industry or for starting
any paper mill in Assam. Assam requires a great deal of papers and all those
papers arc imported from outside the province and ood deal of money.is
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' going out of the province. So itis necessary that some public men should
come forward to take the initiative and Government is bound to encourage
the industry.  Of course capital is required forall those purposes and capi-
talists are the necessary part of the society to start big industries,

Again there are some manufacturers and there should be salesman to
sell those  products. Simply to criticise that makajans take the whole
share of the manufacture is not true. We find that the price of endi at
Soalkuchi is Rg, 10, it is sold at Gauhati at Rs. 12 and at Calcutta it brings
Rs. 14.  So we see that the middle man did not take all the share of those
manufacturers, These people are connected with each other, So if the
manufacturers be the salesmen that will not develop the industry but will
check the same,

As regards glass industry I find there is ample scope of this industry in
Assam. Glass can be easily prepared, it requires only some sort 6f sand
which can be found in plenty in some parts of Shillong and other places. Tt
requires sand of the rivers which flow from hills and Gov:c:rnmcnt can make
an experiment on this in their chemical labc_)ratory at Shillong.

For the dcvclopmcnt of commerce and industry good c
immediately needed. We find there are abundant minerals in our hills but.
due to lack of communication no body can go there to explore those mine-
rals  We cannot utilise them for our purpose though they are in abundance
in our own country.

Again there is great demand for white silk in other provinces. We know
that #uuga is prepared in Assam at a cheaper price, but for its golden colour it
not liked by the pecple of other provinces. Ifit can be changed into white,
I think, it will bring better price. Our Industry Department has done
nothing to improve that fibre. = My hon. friend Mr. Siddhi Nath Sarma has
given a good list of those industries which can be introduced in Assam and
I think Government should follow the example of Mysore Government.
Mysore has developed commerce and industry in such a way that this should
be followed by our Government too.

MavrLavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, T am sorry I can-
not support this cut motion. The hon. mover of the motion has criticised
the general policy of the Government as if there were a Government policy
in it. I would say that perhaps he should have done better _if his motive
was to criticise the absence of any policy in this Depa.rtr_nent in Assam.

What do we sec here in Assam ?  Bits of it here, bits there, and we are
vio where. “There are things sporadic here and there and that does not
make a policy. Ifitis a policy, it is certainly perfunctory. A policy must
be well knit. . :

On many occasions, Mr., Speaker; I tried, to bring to _thc notice of tl’.lc
Government the wonderfi] industrial resources of this province an.d even in
this Assembly I gave notice of a resolution recommending an industrial
survey of the provinge., This is a subject which has absorbed much of my
ttme and Aattention, and I have been of opinion that Assam offers wonderful
epportunities for industria] regeneration. I pointed out to this Government
the wonderful possibilities of the Jjme industry in the district of Sylhet. In
the district of Sylhet they once supplied lime to the whole of India. But
Government did not care to see what it was and what it is. I now lay
before the Mlmster‘ for Industry—it is my request to him, to get the position
examined, along with others,

Sir, has the Hon’ble Minister’s attention been drawn to the possibilities
of turpentine and resins that may be produced in Assam. There are huoe
clusters pt pine trees in thc Khasi Hills, but I do not know if anybody*e'éi_gd
10 examine this aspect of the Industry from the pines.

ommunication is
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What about the soap industry ? Everybody knows that there isa kind
of tree called ‘Nageswar’ which provides seeds which give a great proportion
of oil which may be utilised in soap making. I understand this question

_drew the attention of the Government and for a little while ; some samples
of oil were examined in the Technological Institute at Cawnpore. What
stood in the way of this oil being accepted as a soap_—making oil, was that it
give a yellow colour ?» Now, it remains to be cxamined whether this yellow
colour can be done away with. Asccon as wc arc able to do away with
this, it will not be necessary for this province to import oil for soap making
in this province from other provinces. PR IS IAVETYRLInpOTtat: Thatter.
This Nageswar seeds offer a great possibility for soap industry in this pro-
vince, and perhaps if it is taken seriously we shall be able to-export our oils
to different provinces.

As regards the cement industry, I understand various companies and
bodies have been in negotiation with this Government, and .I hope cement
industry will bring about a revolution in this province, provided the Govern-
ment pays a little heed.

Sir, itis a matter of general policy and I would ask the industry
department of the province to endeavour to make the province, self-support-
ing, really autonomous in this respect and not dependent on any other
province or outside world. This should be the first duty of the Government.
Their second duty would be to sce whether they can produce jthings which
could be exported to the different provinces of India. Sir, there they should
not stop. Exports into other Provinces in India will bring money from
different provinces ; it would not add to the Indian national wealth. Sir,

Indian national wealth must be increased. It must be the Herculian

imagination of a real provincial autonomous rcspon_sab]e Government to
bring money from foreign countries. It should be the ideal that we would
not be content by putting our money from one pocket into another—from
one province of India to another. I shall be content when I shall be able
to produce things which will be exported to different countries of the world.

1 suggest it to this Government for their serious consideration whether that

should not be their ideal. I hope my suggestions will be acceptable to the

Government and I do not think there is anything of utopia in it for Assam,

There are vast resources in Assam in minerals, botanical and geological spheres

for industrial development of the province and in this respect it excells not
only the whole of India but perhaps of many other foreign countries,

Therefore, Sir, that will be no utopia. It will be a practical proposition,

Srijur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I would net
take long time of the House. I would like to throw a practical suggesti
to what my friend Srijut Lakheswar Barua has said just now. I want o
combine our venerable heads, I mean, the Education Minister with tltlo
youngest member of the Treasury Bench, I mean, the Minister for Indust c

In the matter of spinning, I think there is great room for develo I:ISI:Y ‘
in this industry. If we introduce spinning on a compulsory basis in allJI tlll]e
primary schools, of Assam, of which, I believe, the number will not be 1
than 5 thousand, then I think this spinning will prove to be of great impctgis
Our hand loom industry which is dying out will have a chance for revival. .

I speak of another set of cottage industries of Assam, which fri
Srijut Jogendra Nath Barua has referred to, I mean, bell metal so;r;yl;iiﬁﬁd
and other small industries. If these industries could be protec’tcd by som%
duty, they will be able to stand the competition that has been going on from
outside India.
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These are the two suggestions I shall make and my friend Babu Dak-
shina Ranjan Gupta Chaudhuri will refer to sugar industry and I think he
wants to take his chance.

Basu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CGHAUDHURI : Sir, T am not
going to detain the House long. [ shall only refer to the sugar Industry.
In 1920 the Sugar Committee recommended that there should be an expert
commiittee with an expert from the Pablic Works Department and expeart
businessmen. It was decided that that Committee should recommend on
the possibility of establishing a sugar factory in the province of Assam. I
find, Sir, nothing has yet been done. The provincial Government has got
moncy up to the extent of Rs.48,000 from the Government of India for the
development of sugar industry. Another aspect of the question is this that
the experimental farm at Jorhat should look to the needs of the people who
arc cultivating sugarcane. I am reading an extract from the report of the
Director of Agriculture of this province. It is reported that there were
some inquiries on the open pan system of sugar industry but Government
pleaded that for want of experts they could not take up the matter in hangd,
Again, Sir, in the annual report the Director of Agriculture says that « ot
sidering the value and need of chemical section spccmlly' in the development
of the cultivation of sugarcane it is time enough to consider the rcorganisa-
tion of the Chemical section by appointing a Ghemist, which post has been
kept in abeyance for a long time.  From this, Sir, it is apparent that sugar
industry could not properly develop for want of Experts and properly
planned schemes. I understand, Sir, several scholarships are given by this
Government and on the recommendation of this Goverr_nncnt some students
were admitted free of fees at the Gawnpore Technological Institute, Now
they have come back as trained a'l'ld I hope Gover n]me{lt EWIU now see  thejr
way to organise sugar industry with the help of those Experts who have
rcturi}fkd' ?}télﬁgillalflgl). MARAI_{: _Sir, I l_lke to pgth before the HouSc
m rievances. There was a Weaving Institute which was establisheq
inytoligc:n of the good services rendered by the 69th and 84th Garo Laboy,

g during the Great War. But, Sir, this

companies who went to France y 1 )
Instil?:ution has been abolished lor_lg ago andBn[rivtl;l}llnglaI::lE !r?‘e?‘n given in
its place up-to-now. 7The late, sir Beatson DBell, the 1ct Commyjs.

sioner of Assam and the first Govf:rncrlr_i of AS;ME; ?Tf;:i?:thfgi clialiomisc.
i i 1 i onec Cation
He said “ I realise that it will cost much m )
in Garo Hills but I do not grudge it because the szonstgill&})’t;&l :ccrgr well in
the Great War”, Sir, he gave promise for indus S ation e
literary education. : People thought that something were going to be dope

when he made a promise but Sir, nothing has yet been donein regarq to

his promise. So, I hope the Hon’ble Minister will Pleazgoﬁ?l]:; anhimqmry
into this matter why the Weaving Institution Waa’ e w c'h was
established in view of the services rendered by the Garos to His Majesty"
t during the Great War. .
Govg:flllﬁ? GOPII\gIATH BARDOLOI: Sir, we ari: pl‘aCtllcally Coming ¢,
the end of our debates in ref'cren_ce to grants. We 1avi .OIi“.l.y one more dy
forit. So I want to take this opportunity to speak a lew words jp con-~
ction with this motion which is before the Hous? Just now, in respect of
2:rtain aspersions that have been cast by the hon. leader of the §oup thay

i ft. 2
is on %r;y; lCHON!BLE THE SPEAKER: I think the hon. member e

Maulavi Abdul Matin Chaudhury but he should not make any direct ]
on any hon. member.
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Srijur GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Certainly not, Sir, We take him
and his party to be a part of the opposition. I meant Sir, my hon! friend Mr.
Hockenhull. I found as if there was some insinuation in his speech,
about the conduct of our party.

He was trying to show that in the matters of constructive work also- we
‘were trying to make it a part of party-politics. That, Sir, I unconditionaily
tepudiate. I had made it very clear in my gencral speech that in all
‘matters of constructive works particularly. in reference to those affecting the
welfare of the masses we will not be obstructive. But thereis always
difference in view points. Our view point of things is distinctly different
from the view point that has been taken up by the Ministry and certain
-other sections of the House in regard to general matters of administration,
‘Our view point §s that we should not be top-heavy in our administration
and whatever it is possible to retrench, we should retrench- as much as
possible and that more 1oney should be made available for field work,
%Vhercver the work is suffering for field work, we should lay more stress

on the necessity of work in the field rather than on supervision. Secondly,
Sir, the spirit of supervision, we have also tried to criticise. Our view
point of things is that we must import into service a spirit of service of
humanity. General criticism has been made by the members of our
party. The main trend of our criticisms is that the officers do not feel ag
much for the men in the village as they should do. We feel, Sir, that if the
spirit of service is brought into their administration, the whole tone of the
administration will change. We appeal to the Hon’ble Ministers, we
appeal to the Officers that are working under the Ministers to give special
attention to that aspect of the question, because we believe, Sir, that if that

spirit is brought into the service them we shall not have much reason to
complain.

Thirdly, Sir, I feel that, T am not legally entitled to give any suggestion
for appropriation of the money which we have saved by cuts, which were
indeed very unpalatable to the Ministry ; but if I am permitted to make
any suggestion regarding the appropriation of that money, I would always
say that this particular subject with which we are discussing just now
should be the recipient of some portions of the money saved by the cuts.

) Tue HoN’srLe THE SPEAKER :  The hon. member is making reference
o cut.
Srjur GOPINATH BARDOLOI: No, Sir, I am referring to the

total amount that we have got by cuts. What I mean is that the whole
amount of money.
But if I am permitted to do so, I am suggesting that the whole amount
should be utilised for the good of the masses, and can be best utilised, as
I said, in furthering cottage industries, in giving money for rural wa’ter.
sgpply, rurail; e;l&lc?tiog, and in'majters like these. I desire further that
this money should also be appropriated, in ma i
again, Sir}: that if the spirigp gf sgrvice, : tiere ofragriculiuse Lol Shoas

: . : about which I was talkin
brought into our administration, we feel that ¢ the sturdy and selgf{r::;;:-(gf

ing peasantry,” which my hon. friend My, I3 :

will be developed very soon. ockenhull, wanted to develop
Mg, B W HOGKENBTLT L o 5 38 any remarks that I have made...
Tue Hon’sre THE SPEAKER : Igj il e 5
Mz, F. W. HOCKENHULL: YVeo S P .

€s, Sir, as a personal explanation.
If any remarks that I have made on the figoy of thIi)s House, which may

have been construed as being directed to any particular side of the House,

I beg to ask the ; House to use its OWn judgment in the matter. In the
remarks I made this afte. noon I was very carefy) to include all sections of
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the House. Moreover, Sir, an examination of the list of cut motions, which
has been placed before us, will show conclusiycly tlAmt the remarks T made
apply to every side of the House. I would invite notice, Sir, that this group
has particularly not tabled any cut motion ; but that does not imply that
we are satisfied either with policy or progress. We have also in the spirit
of service, which the hon. Leader of the Congress Party has just spoken of,
shown time after time in our specches that we too are not behindhand with
any party in the House in our desire to get a correct focus on Government
policy with a view to service of the kind which has been adumbrated in
this House. We, not less than any party, desire the welfare of this province,
90 per cent. of whose population are agriculturists, by the methods we have
spoken of. We are not at all out to criticise one party or the other. What
we do ask is whether our policy, directed towards improvement has contri-

buted anything to the welfare of the people better than those large cuts. If,

Sir, we have focussed attention to improvements in that spirit of service, we

feel that at least we have contributed something to this Budget Session.

KHAN Sanis Mavuravi SAYIDUR RAHMAN : Sir, I rise to endorse
the remarks that have been made by my friend on the right, M wulavi
Munawwar Ali. He has asked for a detailed survey of the cottage indus-
tries of this province. I find from the Administration Report that Govern-
ment have up till now done nothing towards rejuvenation of these cottage
industries. They have devoted their energies only to the furtherance of two
industries, #iz., handloom weaving and sericulture. The Director in his
report admits that “ besides these, there are various cottage industries in
the province but in the abscncq of a detailed survey, it is not possible to give
their full particulars”. He is not aware of the full particulars even.
Then he says ‘‘ some details with regard to a few of them collected by the
officers of the Department are given below . Then he gives some details
about the bell-metal work, brass work, iron industries, washing soaps,
manufacture of steel trunks, shoe factories, pottery, mat-making, cane
baskets and wicker work, manufacture of umbrellas, carpentry workshops,
gold and silver works, combs, toys, printing presses, manufacture of ink,
chemical works, rice and oil mills, hosiery and sugar industry. : :

I find, Sir, that in many of these industries he had to admit that the
industrics are in a decayed condition, and they are in the hands of
foreigners. Particularly he says in connection with the manufacturf: of steel
trunks that “the workers are still mostly outsiders *’, Then in Shoe
Indusiry “ Assam affords a good field for tanning industry but none has so
far taken to it . Even in pottery he says “ the market has been captured
by outsiders **. I think one hon. member referred to that. In the manu-
facture of umbrellas he says ‘“ this business is slowly going down through to
the establishment of new rival concerns”. In gold and silver works, he
5ays * those who have taken to improved methods and up-to-date designs
are mostly foreigners®. In the combs he says ¢ the workers belong tg
Dacea ».” In printing presses he has to admit ‘there are about tzf
Printing presses in the province , but * most of them suﬂ"c‘r i}'}brg’a{l g
sufficient orders **. Then, again, as regards Hosiery, he says  the us]:pcss
is mostly in the hands of foreigners and they are making socks, stockings
and mufHers >.

So I want to request Government that a detailed survey of these cottage
industries be made and serigys efforts be made to encourage the industries,
80 that the indigenous People may take to them. -

Srijur BHUBAN CHANDRA GOGOI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am

standing to say a few words about the bell-metal industry, which has been
spoken by my hon, friends,
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This bell-metal work may be said to be a special feature ol Assam,
and the main thing that this mectal is a speciali'y of this province. This
bell-metal is nowhere to be found outside Assam. Of course there is bell-
metal in other provinces, but that bell-metal does not correspond with ours.
Our bell-metal has a speciality ; it has a glaze like silver which cannot
be found in the bell-metal of other provinces. In this respect Mr. Roberts,
the then Director of Public Instruction of Assam, once paid a visit to my
institution at_Sibsagar. He inspected the bell-metal of my institution, and
he came to the opinion that this bell-metal of Assam possesses a speciality.
Now, Sir, although we have got much of the bell-metal work here, this
metal is not available in the market. The bell-metal work thatis now
manufactured is manufactured out of the broken cups and other dishes. So
1 think, Sir, it is one of thc most important duties of this Department to
find out what is the recipe of this bell-metal and further I would like to
say that there is ample ficld for ironwork also. Whoever has been to the
town of Sibsagar has seen the cannon on the side of the Sibsagar tank, and
it is admitted that these cannon are made of cast-iron, and naturally the
point arises whether at that time, some hundred years ago, Assam possessed
such a high power furnace like Tata’s, or else how they could melt the
orc. People say that there was a very simple process for it—that the iron
is melted by the fire of reeds. This is a thing which the Dcpartment should
enquire into, as we have ample iron in the province. Perhaps hon. mem-
bers have heard of Tiru Pathar, where therc is ample of iron still to be
found, and during the time of the Ahom Rajas cannon and many other
things were made out of this iron.

Now, there is another thing to be considered regarding the process of
making bricks, These bricks were as strorg as; stone. It is for the Indus-
trial Department_to see Low these bricks were made.

Now, Sir, we have ecnough of raw material in this province and yet
the people of the province are starving. Although we have cnough raw
material we have no men to work these things. And, Sir, the solution lies
in imbibing a spirit of industry in the people the mere allotment of small
sum of money here and there will not do (hea! hear!) it will not solve
the poblem, unless the spirit of industry is imbibed in the minds of
the p-ople. Asin Japan, every school must be combined with industrial
and manual training here also, every primary school must be imparte
manual and industrial training. And so I think the Education Department
and the Industry Department should combine on these lines. Sir,
1 have scen many students from the Gauhati Weaving ~School
and from the Jorhat Technical School and I can boldly say without
fear of contradiction that most of them after recciving their
training are sitting idle. Why ? because they did not go to these
institutions for the love of that art, but they went there in the hope of get-
ting a job in the Government Department. They have no love for the trade,
and unless a love can be created for an art or trade, onc cannot have any
interest in these. So the spirit of industry must be imbibed in the minds
of the young men when they are young for once the moment of receiving
that idea is past that interest is gone for ever. So I say that if hon. members
are anxious to sce the country flourish, inspire that love of art 1
the minds of young men, imbibe that spirit of industry, and to do these the
Department of Education and the Department of Industries shoul
combine, 3

Sriyjur KRISHNA NATH SARMA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I think it
was in 1921 that a census was taken and it was found that there were morc
than 4 1akhs of handlooms in the province. In Assam it is a special feature

-~
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that every household has got one or more handlooms in the family, and it is a
very simple and chea_p device. It is a peculiar feature that all Assamese
women are expert spinners and weavers in their own homes. I wil here
mention a statement made by Srijut Rajendra Prasad,
Congress  ““ It is a peculiar

: feature of Assam that almost every household,
including those of gentlemen and middle

I class people, has a handloom of
its own. There is lmrgily any girl or grown up female who does not know
and practise tihc art of spinning and weaving. In well-to-do families weav=
ing is done of silk and le

me of silk ss frequently of cotton yarn for family use. In
poorcer {amilies it is done
Assamese women.

as a source of income. This habit is inborn with
; To produce handspin and handwoven cloths on
sclf-spinning inethod is no wh

cotton and a ready market for the p

ex-President of the

cre practicable asin Assam. Distribution of

roduce will create a flow of handwoven
and handspin cloths from thousands of Assamesec women who are profoundly
expert weavers and spinners. There is a vast possibilities of khaddar
production in Assam. These handlooms produce annually 22} million
yards of cloths. Lhe o'nly question is the supply of cotton. If the
Government make it a point to supply cotton to these spinners and weavers
the product will be more than double or treble, and it will be a great
impectus to the handloom industry and the unemployment problem of the
province will be solved to a certain extent. So for the encouragement of
this industry instead, of having parties of peripatetic instructors which is an
insult to our woman-hood who are themselves expert spinners and weavers,
if that amount is spent to supply cotton

to the poor spinners and weavers
more benefit will be derived.

With these few words I support the motion.

Mr. C. GOLDSMITH : Sir, the motion is to criticise the general
policy ol the dcpal‘tn_lcnt. We are thankful to the hon. mover because he
has brought this motion for discussion. We would have been more thank-
ful if it were said that the object of the motion was to raise a discussion on
the general policy of the department. As it is, itis for criticising Govern-
ment for not encouraging and aiding the cottage industries of the
Pr()vln(:l‘:.

Coming to the question of industries we
that India is an agricultural country dominantly and Assam is particularly
so. Therefore if Assam has not developed in industries, it is not the fault
of her sons, because if it is an agricultural country, then surely it should
look up to agriculture mainly, T

he question of industries is only a question
of the other day. A world outlook and the economic condition of the

world has changed the mind of India to-day and therefore we are taking to
improvement of industries. There

ar¢ two currents of thought in India
now. One is to advance the progress of the cottage industries and the
other is to make the Provincial industries compete with the world markets.
an hon. member has satd that we want to export materials to the out-
side world.  We shoulg not merely send to the outside fworld raw materials,
but finished products, A regards cottage industries, the name of Mahatma
Gandhi has been referred to, | feel it an honour to take his name now.
He has advocated the Policy of pushing on and improving cottage industries.
I think three-fourths of the arguments advanced are in his favour. But the
_other section wants the development of big industries. Now, this question
hasitolbe thrash.cd Out, namely, whether India wants to be an industrial
country Competing with the “,ror]d markets or a self-contained country
complete in itself anq MOt trying to compete with the outside world.
T Coming to the question of cottage industries, innumerable industries
have been mentioned |, hon. members. The ministry ought to be thank.
ful for these suggestions, ~ Byg te question is the gencral policy. When we

must remember at the outseg
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consider the very large number of cottage industries, it will be difficult for
the ministry or any officer of the Government to come to a conclusion as to
what industries to take up and what to give up. Therefore there must be
a settled policy. Then comes the disposal of the products of these industries.
Markets must be opened for these products both in Assam and outside.

Therefore I say that a general policy is necessary in this matter. But
criticising the ministry for this reason is not sound, although to raise a
discussion on the pointisno doubt good, for they have taken over charge
only recently and have not had sufficient time.to formulate their

lans.
. Tue Hon’sLE THE SPEAKER : I hope there will be only one reply.

Tue Hon’BLE Mauravi Sarvip SirR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
There will be only one reply, Sir.

It appears that therc are two schools of thought among the hon.
speakers who have addressed this House on this cut motion. The concep-
tion of the one is titanic.

Sryjur MAHI CHANDRA BORA: On a point of information, Sir.
The other day you ruled that the particular Minister concerned with the
motion should reply, The speeches have been made in English and the
Hon’ble Minister in charge of this Department has, we think, been able to
follow the proceedings fully. ~ We therefore expect that he should reply.

Tue Hon’sLe Tae SPEAKER :  But the Hon’ble Chicf Minister is also
competent to reply.

Trae Hon’BLE MAuLAVI SAarvip SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA @ Sir,
I have not only jurisdiction to reply, but it will also be no disparagement
to the Hon’ble Minister for Industries to say that I have got more experience
of this department, of five ycars as against five months of his, One school of
thought would like Assam to start big scale industries. As I said, the con-
ception is titanic and a giant would be required to put it into action —a
giant, financially and a giant industrially. I will leave aside the remarks
of hon. members of this line of thought, and on account of shortness of
time confine myself to the more modest one of helping cottage industries,
which, I believe, was the hon. mover’s intention to draw the pointed
attention of this House , by his cut motion.

I agree, Sir, with those hon. spezkers who have said that the main
cottage industry of Assam, especially of Assam Valley, is weaving. Some of
them have also added spinning with it. Sir, in 1921 when the great spin-
ning movement was started by Mahatma Gandhi, the then Hon’ble Minister,
the late Rai Bahadur Ghanashyam Barua, made a calculation of the arnount
that a worker on spinning only will derive daily. I remember to have read
that he calculated that the daily income on spinning would be only 6 pice.
(One  hon. member : Supplementary income) We therefore concentrat-
cd our attention on weaving. My hon. friend, Srijut Krishna Nath
Sarma, has given the figures. In 1921 there were 4 lakhs of deshi looms.
But the Assam Government introduced the fly-shuttle looms through our
schools and peripatetic weaving parties. Those who are interested in the
‘SUbJC(_:t may be surprised to know that the fly-shuttle loom makes two and a
half times more cloth than the oridinary fixed shuttle. Therefore, Sir, it
wévxll not be proper to say that the fly-shuttle loom introduced by the
epartment is not adding to the national wealth and to that of the weavers.

Y'hOH. friend has said that, if Government would only provide the
cotton, then the spinners would convert the cotton into yarn whgch the
Weavers can convert into manufactured cloth. Sir, we have tried the
System of introducing yarn through the means of weavers’ co-operative
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‘associations. If my hon. : friend would organise such co-operative associa-
‘tions of weavers or even spinners, we will see whether the suggestion can be
carried into ‘effect. Sir, it appears sometimes = that great minds and also
small minds think alike. T am reéferring, Sir; to the suggestions made by my
hon. friends of the block opposite about the various lines on which cot=
‘tage industries should be developed. We the smaller mindsion this side also
have mioved on the same lines. We have already asked the Director of Indus-
‘tries to'give us a list on which we should concentrate.” And that list already
‘contains thé subjects of pottery, soap, umbrella-handle making, éte., and I
have ‘also” added tanning. - (One lhon. member: Bellmetal is fot includ-
‘ed) Bell-metal, Sir, is already ircluded. As regards tanning, Sir, the House
may be surprised to know that the very crude system of curing thatis now
‘applied in Assam by dealer fetches a very small price for our skinsand
hides. - Witha little bit of préliminary tanning thes¢ are sold i Calcutta
by the weight. But by the present crude mecthod of tanning our hides are
Sold by pieces. Thereby our dealers and nuchis lost a great amount. Lucki-
Iy for us, the other day we got a scheme from a Sylhetti Muhammadan
young man who was sent by this department to the Chrome Leather Tan-
ning Tnstitute, Madras. i vzl il 9 :

Tire Hon’sre THe SPEAKER : The Hon’ble Minister’s time is up. =

Pre HON'BEE MauLAvVI SAtvip SR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I
want‘one minute more, Sir. This is an important subject. - 1

This gentleman has now joined a practical manufacturer in Ahmadabad.
From there, as a patriotic son, he addréssed me a .let‘tér_St?.rtxrngémw‘tq
introduce very economic but effective method of tanning which will give
great impe'tus to our 'cottage ipdustng:s. Many gentlgt.nen: ha\_rc suggeste
that Government should start industries, but we have got the cxperience
of bigger and richer provinces and we are fighting shy. Madras started
4 chrome leather factory and Madras’s income 1s over 18 crores. They
fiiled fo run the concern successfully and this had to go to a private firm.

I thank myv hon. friend the leader of the opposition for his helpful
suggestion that he will co-operate with us in_all nation-building schemes.
T can assure him 'on behalf of the Council of Ministers that we are also alive
0 the same idéal—the ideal of service and humanity. I hope that the
great Services that are operating in this province will be imbued with the
same spirit in the future. ! .

The motion was not put to vote for want of time. : p

Tue Hon'sLE TuE SPEAKER :  The motion before the House is that
& som not exceeding Rs. 2,36,800 be granted to defray the charges which
will come in the ‘course of payment during the year ending on the 31st
March 1938, for the administration of the “Industries Department™

The motion was carried.

GRANT No. 11
98 —JAILS AND CONVICT SETTLEMENTS

Tue Hon’sL Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: On the
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, T beg, Sir, to mave
that a sum not exceeding Rs. 4,59,300 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the
31st March 1938, for the administration of the head ¢ 28 —Tails and Convict

Settlements’,
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Srijur PURNA'CHANDRA SARMA : - Sir, Ibeg to move that the
provision of Rs. 1,500 under Grant No. 1}, Major head—28.—Jails and
Convict Settlements, Minor head—A.—District- Jails, Sub-head—1.—Pay
of Officers, Detailed head—Superintendents, Allowances, at page 84 of the
Budgeét, be reduced by Rs. 10. ; ;

Tn bringing:this motion my intention is to criticise the Government for

their conduct in the matter of revising thejail rules which they have been
continuing from the days-of old. = After the memorable hunger strike of Babu
_]'atindra‘ Nath Das much water has flown -down: the Brahmaputra. and much
time has been wasted in‘revising the rules. Sir, I have had ‘the experience of
being confined -in the jail for 3 years and I have had acquired some amount
of knowletlge as to how the administration is conducted within the jails.
In spite of all the rules being there the jail'staff including the Superintendent
have been observing the rules more by breach than by observance. Rule
407 of the Jail Manual quite clearly lays down that the intention of the
Government appears to be, at least in the face of it, to make the jails of the
type we want. The main object of prison labour should be the reforma-
tion of the-convicts. If that be the intention of the authorities concerned,
I consider that under the changed circumstances and under the changed
situation it is high time that some provisions should be included in the Jail
Manual or for the matter of that it should be revised to suit the intention
adumbrated in rule 407. Sir, in this connection I shall bring a few
instances why the Manual requires revision. At the outset I must say that
if the intention is to reform the prisoners it is highly necessary that the
prisoners should be classified in divisions according to the recommendations
made in the rules. As regards segregation of prisoners. section 27 clearly
says that prisoners of one class should be kept aloof from the prisoners of
another class, butin practice this has been violated. On some previous
occasions I had seen .as well as I had the occasion to- see the other day
in the Nowgong jail when I visited it with the permission of the
Hon’ble Minister that rule 27 of the present Manual has not been
observed. I fom:ld that some juvenile prisoners were allowed to mix
with ordinary prisoners. There are two classes of prisoners, iz ( A
and (B) ,and all those prisoners who have been condemned as ha’bitua%
offenders are called (B) class prisoners and others are (A) class -prisoners.
As regards the classification for treatment there are prisoners in A, B, & C
divisions and according ¢ the conduct and antecedents of the prisor’u:r’ him-
self he is placed in one of these divisions.

Now, Sir, my intention is that B class prisoners should be kept entirely
aloof from the A class because the former are habitual offenders and consi-
dered to be dangers to the society. They should be kept absolutely sefnaratc
from other prisoners. i -

Next, Sir, as regards juvenile offenders particularl
rule is clear in the Manual, still T find thalt} all thes}é’ ﬂﬁgouzﬁ}?ov:rz;
to mix with ordinary prisoners, whether A class or B class So, Sir
although the intention of the Act might have been to réform, T
prisoners this has not br:f:.n observed in practice. The present Govern-
ment have not cared to introduce any reform, and for the matter of
that, Sir, the other day only, In answer toa question regarding the
treatment of juvenile prisoners, the Hon’ble Minister in charge of }]ai‘clgs told

us that certain privileges were really allowed to juvenile prisoners In fact,”
E 3

1 do not find a single event when privilege is_ allowed. to any of the juvenile
prisoriers.  Games are not a!lo-.ved,‘n_or are they allowed books 'i]n Gidi
of this'T think the'rules require revision as regards -classification and also
as regards labour. There are 9 hours of labour within the Jail and -there
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is. only one hour for lunch during midday, after which they are to- go to=
work under all’ circumstances, whether the rains or the burning sun. As.
regards diet I would say ‘that in a particular jail where T paid a surprise
visit, I found worse qualities of diet given to prisoners. I know the real.
Jail tactics.” On that particular- occasion I asked the Jailer to give me
another day in which all the prisoners would be present. Accordingly the -
Jailer'and the Superintendent were kind: enough to fix a day. On that
particular day I found excellent diet.  Sir, that was my experience. When.
I was inr jail when a particular visitor gave information that he would visit
the jail or on a particular day when the District Magistrate- or-any other
officer visited the jail, then the diet was excellent. :

Now; Sir, asiregards diet of other prisoners- also-T think some improve-
ment is necessary. '

There are some more: privileges as regards newspapers as suggested in
my question. Prisoners are given the “ Times:of Assam * only whether they
are A Division or'B BPivision prisonersi ;

- Regarding holidays in jail, I want to' impress:upon the: House that at
one time we. wanted permission to observe the Puja Asthami. It was
obtained:at great cost when some of our fellow prisioners ha I undergone
-some hunger=strikes. In this respect the Rules require revision, :

As regards interview and letters. more: latitude should be given. The
©other day I found a rule in the Jail Manual thata visitor is allowed to-
make remarks-in the visitor’s book. = That particular day whea I visited the
Nowgong Jail:I was told that I was not allowved umnler Rules to make any
-remark on;the book.

: Regarding treatment and other things I should have liked to- deal at
Jlength but for that much time is.required. :

. There isione other thing which I want to impress upon you, and that
is that there must be . a separate class ar ‘division for the political prisoners
.in the province. In the United Provinces they have referred the whole matter-
.to a Committee for revising the whole manual.

There is one other thing which I must request the House to consider,
Personally I think, something of the sort of wages should be introduced so
that those who behave properly may earn some sort of an income fo
their livelihood after they get out of the jail. '

As. regards under-trials, the other day: I found a2 man who was in Jail
for three months under section 109 of the Criminal Procedure Code. ' I
particularly knowthis case. The man was hauled up for suspected murder.
‘Subsequently the police possibly found that there was not sudicient proof
against him. - So they recommended his detention upder section 1!)9 of the
Criminal Procedure Code. [ found that this man was detained for more
.than three months, according to  his ticket. So, Sir, it 15 un. eccssary
expenditure to detain prisoners under section 109 for such a long time.

As regards punishments to prisoners, I think Government is without
any sense of humanity encouraging heavy punishients on prisoners. I think
the jail remission system also requires a . revision. Inhuman punishments
are inflicted and that always depends on the sweet will of the Jailer and
his Assistants to, inflict any sort of punishment they like. B

As: regards religious instructors, I think it is unnecessary. If simply
“moral instruction should be given this might be encouraged. But I think
it 1s absolu_tely unnecessary because we know what it is when we happened
to be in jail. I know orthodox people are sent in as instructors. He reads
some lines from the Scripture, but no one cares to hear this. 1 think money
is wasted there,
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(The motion was put by the Hon’ble Speaker.) (5
Basu HARENDRA NARAYAN CHAUDHURI: Sir, theother day,
the Minister in charge of Jails, when replying to Budget discussion paid
“some complimentary remarks on  the members of this side of the House,
because, Sir, the Congress members did not say anything regarding jail in
their budget discussion. Well, Sir, in the list of cut motions you will see
that out of 16, thirteen are tabled from this side of the House. Well, Sir,
we were bidding time, and I can assure the Hon’ble Minister that we did
not allow any opportunity to go by unnoticed and we tabled our metions in
order to criticise the jail administration. r

I can assure the House that I am not one of those fortunate civil
disobedience prisoners who went to jail in 1930,1932 and were guests. ‘of His.
Majesty’s prison. When the Congress boycott'cd many-.Britlsh. things I also
boycotted the British jail. I had an epportunity to go inside the Sylhet Jail
on the 24th, 26th and 28th July last, being appointed a visitor by the Chief:
Secretary. I wish to narrate a few things that I saw there. The first thing:
that struck me was the use of Ghani system. I cannot conceive, Sir, that in
the 20th century this great monsirous system still exists. Human beings,
are made tools and beasts of burden to extract oil which can well be done by
beasts. Second thing is diet given to prisoners in Jails. I myself partook of
the diet. The ‘dal’ was somewhat good, I must say, but the curry was worse:
than the ‘pachan’ of a village Kaviraj. I request the hon, members' to 20
to any particular jail and taste the diet. ' As regards schools in jails T re~
quest the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Jails to see that the schools in Jails,
are transferred to Education Department. Another suggestion is to ‘replace
the iron pots by aluminium or brass utensils. There is another bad sys-~
tem which is very embrassing I mean, the system of calling of prisoners by
night watchmen. I think, it has been abolished in Bengal One most
important thing which I wish to bring to the notice of the Hon’ble Minis-
ter in charge is the situation of T. B. Hospital at Sylhet. Sir, the Jail is in the
heart of the town and the T.B. Hospitalis there. For the welfare of the
health of the town, this must be removed. 'Sir, when the present Hon’ble:
Minister in charge of Jails was adorning the opposition bench in 1929, he
brought a resolution perhaps on the 5th March, 1929 for the introduction of
Khaddar uniform for the Jail warders: Now that he h
I request him to translate his words into action.
support the cut motion, Sir.

Mauravi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY: Of course, I
confess like the hon. mover of this motion, I have not the more privilcgc’ s
personal experience of the jail life but I like to make a few observations s
regards the treatment meted out to the under-trial PrisoTErs ROkt ot ag as,
rience as a member of the bar. Only in one or two cases special try { pe-
is accorded to them otherwise the undertrial prisoners are ts;k P g
jails at 9 a. m. and they are, b_rought back to jails at about shoued en. c(I)Ut of
times even at 6 p. m. Occasionaﬂy it so happens that thep- q ., and some
get their diet at night. Durxpg the Whple day, thefitEna Yive(x:. not tf:f\{rien
There is another important point to which T wish ¢4 draw i:he:g 01 img an"
tion of the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Jails is that the uﬂder-li):riari ed atten-
find great difficulty in gIVINg PrOPEr INstructions to their lawyers Pr?voﬁfﬁ
ever any lawyer goes to get proper instruction from the under~t.1¥iarl prisoners
they are required to consult the prisoners in Presence of priso b

0 jailers or some
ather warders and as a result the prisoners cannot open oug their mind to

has got an opportunity,
With these' few “words, 1
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their Jawyers, So, I suggest that when lawyers ‘go there to have a. consult«
ation with the under-trial prisoners, there should not be anybody else in
presence of them to hear the talk that is going on between the client and. the
lawyer. This consultation should be confidential and -nobody.. should. heay
U . !

Then I come to the question of religious instructors.. I do not know
what my friend means when he says that the prisoners must be given morak
training than religious training. As far as I understand, moral training is
a comprehensive term. Religious training. will do some good to them and
at the same time will improve the morality of the prisoners.. Another most
curious thing so far as the Government of Assam is concerned is that the re.
tired officials are always given preference in the appointment  than anybody
else. I think, Sir, that if the prisoners are to be given proper training then
the people who have got some knowledge of criminal psycho_logy should be
given preference than others. Persons who have the training in. criminal
psychology must be given preference over others. Further I find, Sir, at page
44 of the Report of the Jail Administration of 1936 that 66 per cen

t. of  the
prisoners are between the ageof 20 to 30.and that -per cent, of convicts

come from agriculturists, Such being the case, they should, I think, be given
training in agriculture, so that when they go back home they may become
better agriculturists, For want of proper facilities for training in agriculture
they cannot do well in their life in agriculture.

] ) So, I think, proper facilities
should be given to them for having some improved idea about agriculture,

Moreover, Sir, aver 97 per cent, of these convicts are illiterate.. As my hon.
friend Mr, Chaudhuri has suggested, I think, some schools . ‘should be started
in the jailsso that at night time the prisoners may getsome clementary
training of education. |

Then 1 come to the %ucstmn of the supply of mosquito curtains to these
unfortunate prisoners, 1 understand, Sir, that a circular was issued to the
jail'authorities for regular supply. qf mosquito curtains to the prisoners parti-
cularly in towns, but I find thatit is observed more in breach than ip
observance. So, on this point T wish to draw the attention of the Hon’ble
Minister specially in regard to Sylhet jail which is notorious for mosquitoes,
I also find, Sir, that the number of detention of under-trial prisoners are
increasing, . . ‘

It should be the duty of the Government to direct the Magistrates to

nish early the case of those under-trial prisoners.

i Beforﬂ taking my seat, Sir, I must congratulate the Hon’ble Mini.ster
in charge of Jails that just immediately after taking over office he has given
proper facilitics to certain Members of the Legislative Assembly to visit
the jails.

[4 voice from Congress Bench]—Ta all members of the Legislative
Assembly.

Mauravi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY: No, Sir, he hag
taken particular care to give that facility to that group. I think the
introduction of this principle will bring a radical change in the jail adminis.
tration. Further he is going to introduce a Bill in this session, which is
placed on our table, to release those prisoners who show good conduct
during their confinement in prison. These two things will be welcome and
they will receive whole-hearted support from every side of the House, Of
course, however skilful one may be he cannot make a total change of thip
which are continuing for years together., &8

Lastly, I only hope that certain observations that I have made will he
taken into consideration.
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Maviavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, rising as
I do to speak on the motion, I feel thatjails cannot be a bed of roses. On
the other hand I should say that the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Jails
being for some time a jail-goer himself is thoroughly acquainted {with the
hardships and tribulation of jail life. One thing.........

Tae Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER —The hon. member will. please remem-
ber that the ‘Chair has got a right to hear him (laughter). ;

Maveavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: T wish T could be louder,
Sir. - ‘One thing tha't T want to point out'to the Hon’ble Minister in charge
—I'do ‘not know his religious susceptibilities—that arrangement for prayers:
in jails has been particularly ignore1. - That is a fact which I feel ought to
engage the serious consideratic n of the Minister in charge. -

The other thing that T want to say, Sir, is the inhuman Tabour which
a prisorier has ‘got to undergo in point of ghani labour, which is crude,
antiquated, and for the matter of that—barbarous. As Tam speaking, my
friend Mr. Hockenhull, who is sitting before me, questions, *‘what is
a Ghani Labour » ? That will give us an indication, Sir, that this barba-
rous ‘micthod of punishment is unknown in England. We should try to
advance in all possible manner in matters of prison reforms.

The other thing that I ' want to ‘point out is the supply of mosquito
‘curtains ‘in jails. ' Assam is mainly a malarial place. No one can like that
‘convicts should suffer from  malaria in jails and come out with malarial
germs, and spread them to’theit houschold.  One thing that my hon. friend
‘Mr. Purna Chandra Sarma wanted to point out by his cut motion is about
'the education of the juvenile prisoners in the jail. Juvenile prisoners ought
‘not to be treated in’the same manner as the elders. They should be properly
trained so that they can be of use to society when they come back from jails,

Now, Sir, about A‘division and B division prisoners, a library ought
to be provided and a- sufficient number of good newspapers should be
supplied-to them, in order-to keep'them in touch with outside world.

" ‘With these few words I'beg to draw attention of the Hon’ble Minister
in charge to these points. _

. "MRr:JOBANG D."MARAK : Sir, I rise to speak a few words about
jails. Dthink, Sir, that some of the jails are good, while others are bad.
I learnt from one Garo convict, who had been twice in. jail—once for six
months’ ‘rigorous imprisonment and again for 2 years and 6 months’
rigorous imprisonment—that during the last period he had been in Gauhati
j_ail. After his return from that jail he was found to be very very useful man
in making b;autiful chairs, fans, bedsteads and many other things, and at
.the same time a very good carpenter. Now, in the jails he was
taught to earn his livelihood as a carpenter.. Another boy related another
story. That boy was brought up by me. When I went to the Garo
Hills with Mr. Josing Rynjah, Extra . Assistant Commissicner, to | insti-
tute an enquiry ' for thc. distribution of scarcily loans one Garo . boy was
-bro_ught to us, because his parents died on staivation, That boy had stolen
-a piece ’of_ motor tyre t'ube, and for that he had been convicted .to: 1 year 6
_monthsA rigorous imprisonment. I thought that this punishment, was .a very
Avery‘se_verc one, but after all the boy turned out to be a very useful one. He
'::?:ist élhterate, but came out from jail as literate, and was able  to read and
jail ?MR' BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Why not send  every body to
o s AOBANCID MARAK 1t e e vith oy B, T
I e Ris working b If‘lc hong jail and for‘son'le months in the a'i: ‘l" 1
was doing. Afy h.g nat an hour every morning ; some sort of work he
€r his return [rom jail hie could read and write letters.
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:“But there are bad points in jail too. - One Laskar was convicted and he
‘was in Gauhati jail for some time. His story was that the punishment was
very very intolerable. The treatment he received was worse than that
meted out in the Tura Jail.. They were shut up in batches of 50 in very
gloomy rooms, and they were not allowed to talk with each other. After the
meals they were shut up there. But in Tura after the meals were finished,
they could do some singing and they could also tel] beautiful stories, and
thereby could amuse themselves. But, Sir, there should be a Jail Manual,
and the punishment in all jails should be equal. So the hon. mover
has done very good in criticising the policy which is now in existence in
‘the different jails because the punishment is not on an equal basis,” and
has also given some good . suggestions. That reminds me that there was
a‘Garo boy in the Gauhati jail and there he was very badly treated, because
he was insubordinate. He was transferred to the Jorhat Jail, but that transfer
was a blessing to him, he was not treated so badly there.

I think the hon. mover is right to criticise the policy of the Jail Depart-
‘ment ;.it should be looked into and set right.

Mauravi MD. MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHOUDHURY : Mr. Speaker,
Sir, I-endorse what has been said by my previous speakers. In supporting
the motion, Sir, I am not going to repeat the arguments put forward by my
friends. I want only to add a-few words to what they have said. The Jail
Manual lays down that convicts.can be engaged as sweepers........,

Tre HonxerLE Sripjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Mr.
Speaker, Sir, may I interrupt for a-moment ? - The object of the motion was
to point out defects in the Jail Manual. If the hon. member instead of
showing the cause of departure would point out what particular rules in the

. otto be revised we will look into. the matter.

Jail Manual have g < :

" Tre Hon’BrLE THE SPEAKER :  That also has a connection with the

rules that convicts should not be employed as sweepers and the rule should

be al'%c;gdﬁog“’BLE Sryjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : I wanted

] : r.rules in the Jail Manual want revision.
wknﬁiéﬂiﬁ\%g?uﬁlAQuBUL HUSISAIN.GHOUDHURYE The Hon’ble
Minister in Charge of Jails I think has a happy memory of jail }if‘e, and he
knows that the prisoners do not at all like the work of sweepers, but some-
times they are compelled . to work as sweepers, and in return the Jail autho-
rities give these convicts some CONCESSiONs in the shape of larfg.er_ lquaInt}—.ty of
food. more remission and exemption from other hard works o _)alt ] think,
Sz ,thiS précti ce should cease to contnue. If‘thc idea is tll:'atk 1;3 cohnwc-.
tio;l of a culprit is for the reformiation of ,}“5 life, then }.t I“L de ;ut(:)]:lclid
be engaged in such work which w I help him to earn hlSkIVC ;rogntr side
the jail when , he is released. By this I mean cane \yox;_ ,tu(:'c Fiife y,r 3 te}fc_
The work of chepcr can in no way _hclp.hirclll in his fu ; of
degrades him, and I think this practice shoul r::ccasc.
With these few. words, Sir, Lsupport the motion.

sgIJUT MAHADEV:SARMA. : Foiafs wedal, Ftaielia faal 73 Sigqwy
&g s{3 Iotast AT 2{3ed i 33QfE e =i Afaten IR o
:g‘:qz?(f‘@ aeic® @Bl Awwe WA A9 Tafge 2 (1 FAANIT Sigesy 2z
aieq 72 @7 744 AT AL AR TR 79 9t 4l Rareg esas.
e LI O LI LR RRERE G WE S @fefiiT A5 €3 Wi el
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A0 7% €add 8 iy Retee o [l 23 (AfE 2 wiapia fale i
9% (34193 AfRaCE AwAiea 39 fRafa sfgta aés i (T LA MEEAEL]
w1 ShaSTadel waa T 63 FRegt Sfanal A [Fata qaa At A
13 241 AT T4 SAFS €11 @305 F4| AFCAE SR T aragd) @bl
Wifea cafeal (47 “i473:13, <% *ifz I%F AFCA FiItlidz o1qqsiq (FH-
%7 JA T[3914 o3 FARA | ¢S4 faaf 3 oA TR CFCRT (F
FRata A S [Fs Siad TF T 1 @ A AR codatT
Slfafed 1 a7 @ s(atieg alfs cida atgzA od] AT ceaR edfRane
%0 3t 35 B1aq | @e7s AFa AF ST T A fH S AR
23| fag =ifs =if qragat e $eiigs txrel fAe6t A4S SR % cota:
w3 AI513 (12 wfatsifa Raes AEIAT far 4t Awste aw fagta fapieet
azq3faea @sife FaF 7l Seifzs tzrz | = fi sig anfaia Faata Bl =ife frgat
(% 5t s oifiq wite S MezA AU TEHiE JfAsial 231ee Sied 1T
5% 577 wifFaletifag 1|1 2B T stats farasal] = faugiiats=if statgd
fafilig = faiga SiRest fameats 2431 3t Fataq o2 3fiex) | AT W (FAT
Sl 11 ntasiifEaa,FEE Ajsias A% st® IS Afgre ARG

TTT AT ARGRA BT atAsed wF A7 Fe 3fa g e
37 Tafcat | afd WAta (Al IACABIR A9 1 a3t s TP oI

RifF 941 stgx cofIan® cs8fAaizy =fagrs A ARER 3f3ea o8 3T
Cornare w3 @ FTAl FAT IWTA AT $q AT T3 | SfAGAIEa

‘Iri Facafsr wIZLS AAIH] B =1 3 wiaft[aatat =3 atfs A | e
rgfadin atsq 443 o319 AATA(TS A&7 Flaysiy FOiasLa o5 a7

fatse =if g% @@iaq atdl FAMI [aws stfegas frgfa wlz Ao
7% (Rt wfqea 631 SAE AR W F@ BN qE A=A cF At W
& |

Mr. A. F. BENDALL: Sir,"we are "all in e chaoda Pt s
But I did not know that the prisoners¥were so ill of;?w:;r hoaf:; pﬁ;‘:}ﬂ rdl;éf?:t?(i
by some hon. members to-day. It may be remembered that in p191 d
there was a very bad carthquake, It was particularly severe in that part of
Sylhet where the jail is located. The then Superintendent of the % lhet
Jatityiols Srcigid GAUHg (Y earthquake the walls surrounding the j'ai¥ col-
lagl)ge(cll. " inrqy asklr_lg hlm_how many prisoners escaped, he said—when I
E’T'iszngt e roll immediately afterwards T found 50 more than 1 started with.

were apparently not such bad places in those days.

thangﬂtieH}?oNnBLE Saagy 'BTOHII_“H KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Sir, I
of= diséussin Sk ’_“O‘iier of this motion for giving the House an opportunity
First of all hg ' at reforms we can really bring to our jail administration.

st of all he wanted to say something about the necessity of revision of
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the Jail Manual. I followed his argument -
find any instance where even accordiéﬁg to hi Vmﬁ carctully, bag Loould not
Inge 0  him the rules seriously require
revision, except in the case of the rule which provides for the i i
rchgit\Jtus instruction in jails. impatting of
ik OV_V,hSIH:, I do not think that any appreciable section of this House will
I‘lbmctlwn' .lnrn gherlx he slays that religious instruction should be excluded
rom the jails. n the other hand, I find that th i i i :
mand for SU.Cl'l instruction inside the jails. I hopvz:,E I-Cl::h;.s 1'?021 lr:ggi:zggg d'i;
sc/;'lously consider the matter before he would persuade us to .change the }v;ii
i\ a.‘nlga_l Rule in this respect. The House will be glad to hear that, so far
thl;Cc 15:():1;3 Sltl:litr[;ﬁf:]lgl;) ;:Sgcr)lx;ccm?d, Céov?:-nmclnt incurs very little expendi-
re, are found who volunteer to disch i
without any remuneration. e
As regards prayer in jails, as far as my memory goes to the period when
I was myself inside the jail, I ‘f‘m:lr_zq, Sir, that in all religious ceremonies
among Muhammadans, such facilities were granted and there was even
Idgah prayer inside the jail. I do not know, and I have received no com-
plaint to the effect that the practice has been since discontinued
Mavravi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: - What about daily prayer ?
A ot Ssyyur ROHINT KUMAR CHAUDHURT:  As regat
daily prayer during day-ti i i s 3 repares
y pray g day-time or even in the night, there is absolutely no
restriction, so f_al‘ as I could see during my sojourn., The Muhammg.rdan
prisoners had every opportunity to offer their prayers individually. If that
system has been discontinued, or if there has been any interference in that
respect, 1 shall take every care to prevent that.

" As l-cgm-dsl lal:i(zllul;’c Stl]r, 1t ;S contained in rule 407. The main object of

rison labour shou 1e reformation of the prisoner. Hence purposeless
and unproductive forms of labour should be avoided and every effort should
be made to give the b-cst available and up-to-date methods of labour, so as
to cnable the prisoner to earn a living wage on release. It would be of
advantage both to the prisoner and the Jail that he should be of remunera-
tive character.

_Aswe have just heard from our friend from the Garo Hills, this rule is
stmctly'cﬂl'l‘lﬁd out and aglvantagc is _gamcd by some prisoners. Added to
that, Sir, we now find prisoners coming out of the jails who can both read
and write letters and keep rudimentary accounts, whereas they knew nothing
of the sort before they entered them. These Jail Rules, Sir, were revised in
1934 by that able and generous-minded Inspector General of Prisons, Colonel
Cameron, whose name I mentioned the other day. It is he who introduced
cecular education in jails. He has very thoughtfully revised the Jail

ds it cannot fail to be struck by the human

Manual and any one who rea

touch which pervades it. Ifin spite of that any hon member would like to
point out to me any change which he considers necessary in regard to any
rule, it will receive the Government’s best consideration.

Sir, this Government is very anxious to have prison reforms and with

that object in view they have granted special facilities to such members of
this House as are taking particuwar  interest in the reform of jails. There-
fore a large number of members from the Congress group have been granted
that facility. ~Government are prepared to give any member of this
House every reasonable opportunity of studying the jail problem. For that

urpose we have already, I think, granted permission to the President to the
United Muslim Party, and we are anxious and willing to have the co-ope-
any member of this House who desires to study the jail problem

vation of g
hat purpose to give him all facilities,

and for t
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As regards ‘the important ‘point of ghani labour, Government have
already tégén that matter in their hands, .and very probably it will be
dec¢ided at the very earliest oppértunity, that is, when th:: next Government
meeting takes place. As I have already said, the Hon’ble Chief Mmmtf&r
while he was in cHarge of Jails, had himself reduced the amount of tasks.
Now we are sériously considering whether we should not abolish this Jsystem
altogethér. "Only one difficulty stands m our way. It is adrm_ttcdhon. a}lll
hands that the prisonéis séntenced to rigorous imprisonment in the jails
must have séme sort of hard labour ‘in the jails. There is a school of
thought which considers that, if you altogether abolish the provision of
punishment aftér a' nian is sentenced to imprisonment for a heinous offence,
theén the féar of punishment will tota}ly disappear. That is one aspect of
the question. Now we are considering whether ~we can_substitute another
form’ of labsur which will to'some extent meet the necessity of giving some
sort of penal sentence. - lir}

... Then as régards mosquito nets, the prison rule is th_at any prl‘soncr'fIA
and B class prisoners can bring their own nets—can bring it _prmfldCd the
Jailer can improvise arrangements for hanging them. It is difficult to
provide a large numbeér of mosquito nefs for prisoners. The rule has been
relaxed o a great extent and it allows any men, who had outside the jail
the use of nets, to bring it inside the jail also. :

. As regards the diet of under-trial prisoners; T admit that it _is' a some
hardship on - such -prisoners who have to attend courts. Sometimes the
courts sit till after 5 o’clock and when they come back they cannot get
their food. We shall consider about arrangements for their food—

whether to supply food during the time they are in court or to supply them
with late meals.
Asregards library, we already have librar

there iga library at Gauhati and also one at Tézpur, The number of books
is‘not many, and 'if we introduce the System of circulating the books in the
different jails, I think this want will be met,

As regards sweepers there is absolutely no complaint. The er rule
was rule 508 of the old Assam Jail Mannal which f)a?dntdaﬁmufz?nin jails
sweepers shall be chiosen from the mathor op hari caste, also from the chandal
or othér low castes, if by'the custom of the district they perform similar
work when free, or from ‘caste i ol i h .
This rule of the old manual seems to have been split up into three rules in
the revised ianual now in ‘force, iz, 414, 423 and 424, which do not,
howevér, specify the castes from which sweepers, should be selected. Sup-
erintérident has full discrétion in alloting labour and is merely instructed to
be redsonable as régards caste prejudice.

The actual practice prevailing in the province is that thoge who volun-
teer for conservancy work are_only appointed as sweepers.  Sir, speaking
fr?m My personal experiénce I at first resented very much that some of the
Jail convicts should be made to work as sweepers and I learnt from inquiries
made that they had voluntarily taken up that work. But there are some
amount of compulsion even in this voluntary work. The ordinary rations
95_‘Ja116__wh§ph afterwards prove to be quite sufficient do not at first
satisfy certain prisoners and in order to get these péople to agree to this
sort of work sometimes they are given more food and treated well and
u?ﬁ-lmatQIthliéy agree to do that work. If this practice is stopped we shall

ave to emp j

5 loy large number of sweepers and I am considering whether that
€an be dope or not,

1€s in some jails—I  believe
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THE HoN’BLE THE SPEAKER : The motion is that the provision of
Rs. 1,500 under Grant No. 11, Major head—28.—Jails and Convict Settle-
ments, Minor head—A.—District Jails, Sub-head—1.—Pay of Officers,

Detailed head—Superintendents’ allowances, at page 84 of the Budget, be
reduced by Rs. 10.

KHAN Sams Mavravi SAYIDUR RAHMAN - The other day you
ruled out that after the time is up the motion cannot be put to vote.

THE Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : The reason of my ruling was that
if T allowed the motion after discussion to be put to vote, it would be
encroaching upon the time of other demands. So far as this motion is
concerned we shall not encroach upon the time of any othcr' demands. OF
course I quite realise that I shall be encroaching upon the time of the tea
party (loud laughter).

The cut motion was lost.

The original demand is :—

“That a sum not exceeding Rs.4,59,300 be granted to defray the
charges which will come in the course of payment during the year ending

on the 31st March 1938, for the administration of the head ““28—Jails and
Convict Settlements’’,

The motion was adopted by the House.

Srijur KAMESWAR DAS : Ona point of order, Sir. I find that
there are several cut motions tabled for discussion to-day which could not
be called for expiry of time limit and there are other motions which were
not moved though called. The procedure in Bengal is that these motions
find a place in the proceedings. May I request that the same procedure
may be followed here ?

Tre Hon'sLE THE SPEAKER: The practice is different elsewhera
also. However I shall look into the matter and give a ruling afterwards.

The House stands adjourned till 2 p.m. on Friday, the 27th August
1937.

Shillong ; A. K, BARUA,
The 2nd Oclober 1937. | Secretary, Assam Legislative Assewply.
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