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Proceedings of the Second Session of the first Assam Legislative

Assembly, assembled under the provisions of the Government
of India Act, 1935

The Assembly met at the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 11 a.m., or Saturday, the
- 21st August 1937

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

STARRED QUESTIONS
Newspaper article 7¢  Clever Davice to save Assam Ministry”
Sryjur SIDDHI NATH SARMA asked :

*152. Has the attention of the Hon’ble the Chief Minister been drawn

to an article under caption “Clever Device to save Assam Ministry” publish-
cd in daily “Advance” of the 14th July 1937 ?

- TrE HoN’BLE Mauravr Sarvip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

Yes, since the hon. member supplied the cutting from the newspaper.

SryyuT SIDDHI NATH SARMA: Did the Hon’ble Minister

” charge receive a copy of the letter in question before this qucesti
was put ? :

in
on

THE HoN’BLE Mauravi Sarvio Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA .
I did not receive any such letter. I understand a ¢ bearing ® letter
came to my house but my servants refused to accept it I do not know
whether it was that letter.

Srijur SIDDHI NATH SARMA asked :

4 *153. (e) Isit afact that the said article was written by Maulay
A, T. Wasey, B.L., of Shillong ?

(b) Is it a fact that the article was circulated among the Moslem
Members of the Assam Legislative Assembly and Council lncluding the
Muhammadan Members in the Ministry ?

THE HoN’BLE MauLavi Saryip Sk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
veplied :

153. (a)—The cutting does not mention the name of the author and
Government have no knowledge in the matter.

. (b)—Government have no information,

Sriyut SIDDHI NATH SARMA : Wil he take it from me that the
article was written by Maulavi A, T, Wasey ?

Tue HoN’BLE MAULAVI Saryin S MUHAMMAD SAADULLA .
I will accept the hon. member’s statement, %
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Srijur SIDDHI NATH SARMA asked:

%154, Is it a fact that Maulavi A, T. Wasey has been nominated
as a member of the Shillong Municipal Board this year ?

Tae Hon'BLE MauLAVI Sawvip  Si MUHAMMAD  SAADULLA
replied :

Yes.

' Srrjur SIDDHI NATH SARMA asked :

#155. Is the Hon’ble Chief Minister aware that there has been an
apprehension in_the minds of the g;ncral public that the article referred
to in question No.152 has been inspired by the Ministry ?

Tae HON’BLE MAULAVI SAIYID Sirk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied : ,

The alleged apprebenzion is absolutely unfounded, as the Ministry never
inspired the article, nor had thev any knowledge of it.

Srijur SIDDHI NATH SARMA asked :

*156. If theanswer to the question 155 above is in the negative will
the Hon’ble the Chief Minister be pleased to announce before this House

that he dissociates himself from the views expressed in the said articie
referred to in question No.152 &

Tuae Hon’BLE MAULAVI SAIYID Sz MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

Unless, the entire article is before me, I am not in a position to declare
any views on it.

Sryjur SIDDHI NATH SARMA asked: I can supply him with a copy
of the article.

Srijur JOGENDRA NATH BARUA asked :

#157. Has the attention of Government been drawn 10 thc_a article in
bi-weekly ¢ Assamiya » of the 22nd June 1937 under the capton  “4i& 9
@73 qerd”’ ? :

Tue HoNBLE MAULAVI SAIYID Sig MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

Government have seen the article referred to. ke

SRIJUT JOGENDRA NATH BARUA asked :

#158. Isit a fact that the Railway authoritics ha_vc asked for a contrie
bution of Rs.84,000 (eighty-four thousand of rupees) for allowing the use
of a footpath only alongside the “Bridge” ?

Tue Hon'BLE MAULAVI Saryip Sir - MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

No.
SrIjUT JOGENDRA NATH BARUA asked : el
%159, Is Government awarc of popular agitation about the necessity

¢ for vehicular traffic ? i :
o a*};: ggh ‘?/\I’)i?lr G?)vcrnment be plcascd to takc_stcps for advising the Rail.
way authorities to provide for passage lor vehicular traflic also over the

said bridge ?
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Tre Hoxprr Maurpavi Samvip Sik MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

159 and 160.—The hon. member is relerred to the replies given to
questions 362 and 363 asked at the.current session of the Assembly by Srijut
Gauri Kanta Talukdar.

Srijur JOGENDRA NATH BARUA asked :

*161. (1) Has any communication passed between thes Government of
Assam and the Railway and Bridge authorities on the subject of a bridge

over the Brahmaputra ? -
(2) If so, will Government be pleased to inform this House as to

the contents and lay the same on the table ?
Tue Hon'srLe Mavravi Sarvip SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA

replied :
(1)—Yes.
(2)—No.

Sryur KRISHNA NATH SARMAH asked :

*162. Whether Government in view of the assurance given in April
last for the supply of forest materials to the sufferers for purpose of con-
structing houses, propose 1o ask the Forest Department as mentioned in the
Government communique, to expedite the supply to those sufferers who will

take advantage of the offer ?

Tue Hox'sLE Smaws-uL-ULama Maurana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied :

162.—In accordance with the statement made on the subject in their
communique, Government asked the Forest Department to give every assis-
tance to villagers requiring forest produce to enable them to rebuild their
houses. The Forest Department advertised this. fact through the local
mauzadar but nobody came forward for assistance.

Srijur KRISHNA NATH SARMAT :  Has it been communicated to
the people concerned ?

Tue Hon’sLe  Smams-ur-Urama  Mauvrana ABU  NASR  MD.
WALHEED : It was communicated to the mauzadars ol the areas concern-

ed.

Mgr. FAKHRUDDIN ALT AHMED asked :

*163. Is it a fact that participation in Congress movement by Govern-
ment pensioners was regarded as a gross misconduct and therefore a number
of pensioners were penalised and debarred from drawing the pensions ? If
so, will Government be pleased to state—

(a) the number of persons whose pensions have been withheld for
joining the Congress movement ?

(b) Whether the pensions of these persons were withheld prior to
or alter the suspension of the Civil disobedience movement ?

(¢) When and for what reasons the pension of Dr. Hari Krishng,
Das, retired Civil Surgeon, was withheld ?

(d) Whether participation in Congress activities is regarded ag 5
gross misconduct and a ground for withholding the pensions?

(¢) Whether Government propose to refund the pensions :é)
withheld and to rescind such ordeis ? 2
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Tue Hox’oLE M
e N'pLE MauLavi Sarvip Stk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA

163.—Nu, but Government pension
: crnm ers who ga i
advocacy of, movements which aimed at the sugl.wx;s?:rt:vifg ugpor!‘. i
eg:?lbhsh_ei}ll)):dla.w in h(]13r1t1.sh India were penalised and thei?vzr;xr:izﬁ;
either withheld or withdrawn under Arti ivil Servi
S ticle 351 of the Civil Service Regu-

(¢)—The number of persons whose 3 i

- - ns

the reason given in the reply to question No. ]%33 !izmth‘:::ire Ethhdd o
the pension was subsequently restored though not with retrt;spectivonc ﬂ? o
In another case the pensioner died without expressing regret but }iaﬁ' CE_ e
arrears of pcusion was  pal to his family. The pension of tho e
person 1s still withheld. S

(b)—If March 1931 (when the settlem

= - J ent between Mr. G i

m_qd L’Ofd Irwin was signed) is taken as the date of suspension of the aé?\il;
disobedicnce movement, the first two cases were before and the third afi :
the suspension of the movement. ek

{¢)—The reason is given in the repl i

: ' to quest N

((53)'_’]13.}?’ vide answer given to quci.:li}(;n Ng-leﬁslilon R

¢)—The pensioner concerned is at libert bmi icati
to Governmf:nt_th.rough the proper channel (ie., tlfctoDs:f;L?:lt %lozfpl'm?tmn
and the Commissioner). 1t will then be considered on its n;{:rits e ing

Mgr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : May I ire i .
Krishna Das sent several petitions for the restorati}c:n ofc}?iilu]:lil;:?lsilgnlgr. =2
Tue Hon’BLE MAULAVI Sarvip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -

He may have done so, but I am not aware of it.
Mgz, FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : Am I to understand that the

ension of Dr. Hari Krishna Das was withheld alter the suspeasion of the

Civil disobedience movement ?
Tue Hon’BLE MAULAVI SAIYID Stk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

I have already answeredl that question.
Mzr. NABA KUMAR DATTA : Isitnot a fact that Dr. Hari Krishna

Das represented his casc ?
Tue Hon’BLE MAULAVI Sarvip Sik MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -
We are not aware of any representations. '

Mr. NABA KUMAR DATTA : If he makes an application now will

Government reconsider his case ?
Tur Honx’sLE Mauravi SArvip SR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
When the rcpresenta.tion is received, the case will be considered on its

‘merits.
*164. (Member absent.)

Srijur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA asked:

*165. Will the Hon’ble Minister for Local Self-Government please state

%n whose recommendations persons are Do to the Municipal
oards ?

Tre Hon’erE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

minated

of course, received from local officers and are

Recommendations are,
ade.

consi : :
idered by Government before the nominations are m
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SrijuT RAJENDRA NATH BARUA asked:

- *166. Will the Hon’ble Minister, Local Self-Government, be pleased to

state—

(a) Whether nomination of members to the Municipal Boards
was made in conformity with the percentage of different
communities of rate-payers within the different Municipali-

- ties ?

(b) Whether any Mahomedan gentleman was nominated in Goal-
para and Sibsagar Municipalities ?

(¢) (1) Whether any one was nominated from the depressed class
community to the Golaghat Municipal Board ; and

(@) if not, why not ? : 3

(d) The special qualifications (educaticnal or public) of the
Mahomedan gentleman who was nominated to the Golaghat
Municipal Board ? _

(¢) Whether the name of Maulavi Hamid Bakht a retired
Government servant and President of the Local Anjuman
was recommended for nomination to the Golaghat Munici-
pal Board by the Subdivisional Officer or Deputy Commis-
sioner ? .

Tue Hox’sLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

166. (a)—The population of each community and the number of votes

are taken into consideration.

(b)—Yes: one in each.

(e) (i)—No. BAIT)

(ti)—Because, with only two persons to b_e nominated it was consi-
dered that the Muslim and the Christian communities had a prior claim.

(d)—Government must refuse to discuss the qualifications and
merits of private gentlemen who have been nominated to Municipal Boards.

(¢)—Recommendations for nomination made by Subdivisional
and District Officers are confidential documents and Government must
refuse to disclose their contents.

Srijur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: What are the grounds that
led the Hon’ble Minister to believe that the Christians had a better claim
than the members of the depressed classes ?

Tue Hon’eLE REv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : On account of the
numbers and on account of the Local rates paid by them.

Srijur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA; Does the Hon’ble Minister
mean to say that the number of Christians in Golaghat is larger than that
of the depressed classes ?

THE Hon’BLE REev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Yes, Sir, I think that
was the position. I gave the figures in reply to unstarred question No. 92,

Srijutr RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: With regard to 166(6). I refer
to unstarred question No. 92 and to its reply. I here I find percentage of
Mahomedan population is 37-9 and percentage of successes at the last election
40, in Goalpara. In Sibsagar percentage of Mahomedan population is 30 and
success at the Jast election 33:3. Why then, the Government did nominate
one Mahomedan gentleman to each of the Municipal Boards of Goalpara
and Sibsagar in spite of Mahomedan over-representation in election in
preference to other communities not represented fully by selection,
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Tue How’sLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Muhammadans in
Gealpara are not over-represented. The percentage is 379 and the number
of Muhammadans elected is 4. But we have to take the number of those
who have also to be nominated although the percentage according to the
populaticn basis is correct.

Baru KEDARMAL BRAHMIN: Have Government nominated
any Marwari in the Sibsagar Municipality ?

Tue Hox’erE REV. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : No.

Bapu KEDARMAL BRAHMIN: Was any Marwari nominated last
ear ?

4 Tue Hox’sLE REV. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : That I cannot tell.

Srijur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: Did the Hon’ble Minister
reccive any representation from the depressed classes for nomination in the

Municipal Board of Golaghat ? .
"}‘ﬂgaHo?;?;LEOREv. ]B J M. NICGHOLS-ROY: Asfaras Iam aware

Government received a representation.

Srijur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: Why was not any gentleman
nominated ?

Tue Hox’sie Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: I have already

answered that,

Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA_: Are tl-“—,:a Muhammadans of
that Municipality rcpresented in the Municipal Board I

Tue Hox’sre Rev. J. J- M. NIGHOLS-ROY: Yes, they are repre-

2 nted. 4
Scntchgtitigfa'lfﬁAchﬁgggﬁf SARMA : Are the Christians represented

ol op s L ooz ro
Banu KEDARMAL BR{AHMIN : Dltdpthc Rate-payers’ Assoclation
fon\,z’ll}"gzalfﬁ)[?‘:sszgtlaltgf fO Jt.ni(\:/f.GI?JV[%‘EImOCES-I.{OY: I cannot say now. I
havchr/;o: %‘Orilgﬁl{zllﬁg]g?NmiLl AHMED : What is the percentage of the
Marsiari population in the ST SRBPROY Y 1 camnot say, 1 have

not got the file with me now.

Salary of the Member of the Revenue Tribunal of Assam

SrrjuT QIpDHI NATII SARMA asked :

*167. Will Government be pleased to state if they are prcparcd lto
advise His Excellency the Governor to fix the salary of the l\«Ich_)er of. the
Revenue Tribunal of Assam at not exceeding Rs.1,000 per month in the 1nte-
rests of economy provided its imiuediate abolition is not possible ?

Tue Hon'sre Szijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

e asit islaid

167.—The abolition of the Revenue Tribunal is rot feasibl i

d(m}rln irrar section 296 of the Government of India Act that there mmust
such a Tribunal. E - o per
The question of its personnel and the salary to be paid to :.hethéw Aon
has recently, in connection with a Bill sent in by 2 mgmbcr o e e
Legislative Council, been under the consideration‘of (xOVCI'l"lI’l'll; poe oL
advised that the constitutional position is not fre from drunI,G Tl
ence is being made to the Government of India. This Gove

unable to make any further statement at present.

~
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Hon’ble Finance Minister’s tour to Bombay

Srijur SIDDHI NATH SARMA asked :

*#168. Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge be pleased to state what
exnenditure from the Provincial Exchequer was incurred by the Hon’ble the
Finance Minister and his party in connecction with the conference of Finance
Ministers of some ol the Provinces licld in Bombay ?

*169. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge be pleased to state for the
information of the House what experience and knowledge did he derive

from the Confercnce and how he proposes to benefit the Province by that
experience ?

Tus Hon’'BLE Mauravi Saryio Sz MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

163.—Rupees 1,727-2-0. j

169.—The hon. mcmber is referred to the reply given to  starred ques-
tion No. 3(b) asked by Babu Dakshina Ranjan Gupta Chaudhuri at the
current session of the Assembly.

Srijur SIDDHI NATH SARMA : May we know what was the cost of
the party that accompanied him ?

Tue Hon’bLe MAULavI Salyiv Sik MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : I
have given the total.

Visitatioa of Congress mambears by Goverament officers
Sryyut SIDDHI NATH SARMA asked :

*170. (a) Is it a fact that Congress members of this Hou?e during their
stay in Shillong in connection with Assembly ‘yoz:k are pa1'_t1cu]arly visited
by officers, informers and watchers by the Criminal Investigation Depart-

2
pd (5) If so, does the Hon’bl~ Minister in charge propose to relieve
the Congress members of this House from such visitation ?

*]171, («) Is the H_un’ulc Minister in charge aware that there is an
apprehension in the mmgls of the gcneral public that they are employed by
the Ministry to procure informations about the movements of the Congress
party ? N :

(b) Docs the Hon’ble Minister in charge propose to rclieve the tax-
payers of the province from the burden of maintaining the department by
substantial reduction in its expenditure

Tue Hox’sLe Mauravt Sawvio Sir MUHJAMMAD SAADULLA
replied : E
170. (a)—No. -
(b)—Does not arise.
171. (a)—No. : ;
(b)—Government have this matter un-er consideration.

Unequality of tolls over bridges in both the Valleys
Srijur KRISHNA NATH SARMAH asked :

%172, Ts it a fact that the tolls over bridges in Surma Valley and Assam
Valley roads are unequal ? If so, why is the difference ?
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THE Hon’BLE MaAuravi Samvip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :
5 172,—The hon. member is referred to the answer given to question
No. 417(b) (iii) during this session of the Assembly.

Kuan Bamapur Mauravi KERAMAT ALT: Is it a fact that the
Dikhu, Desang and Dehing bridges are treated as first class bridges whereas
the bridge on the Surma river is treated as second class bridge ?

Tue HonN’eLE Mavravi Sarvip Sik MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I
require notice of that question. !

KHAN Bapapur Mauravi KERAMAT ALI: Is it a fact that the toll
of the Dikhu, Desang and Deching bridges is Re. 1 per trip while the toll on
the Surma bridge is only annas 8 ?

TreE Hon’BLE MauLAvI Sarvip SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: 1
will take my hon. friend’s statement as correct.

Kuan Bamapur Mauvravi KERAMAT ALI: If so, why is this differ-
ence ? Is not the Surma bridge bigger than any of the bridges in the
Assam Valley ?

THE HoN’BLE MAuLAvI Sarvip Sik MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I
require notice of the question.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
Amount of expenditure incurred for Muhammadan Education

Mauvravi ABDUL HAMID KHAN asked :

413. Will Government be pleased to state—

the amount of expenditure incurred for Muhammad

Surma Valley and Assamrl-I Valley respectively ?

TaE HoN’BLE SHAMS-UL-Urama MaurLana ABU NASR ohn
replied : MD. WAHEED

413.—For the year 1936-37 the expenditure was as follows —

Surma Valley i 61;,;33

: Assam Valley 86,665
RULING GIVEN BY THE HONBLE THE SPEAKER AS ToO
WHETHER SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS CAN BE PUT ON
UNSTARRED QUESTIONS WHEN THE QUESTIONER 18
ABSENT
Tue Hon’eLE THE SPEAKER :  The hon. member is absent
Sriyur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA:  On a point of jyfo
If the questioner is not present, cannot the supplementary questions |
by any other member ? b
THE Hon’sLE THE SPEAKER : The other da
answer of an unstarred question is placed on the table
taken that the question has been answered. Now this [jst tg? o lit would be
answers was placed on the table on the Tth August 1937 an?l estions and
member was present then it may be taken that the question was1
I think in that view supplementary questions can he put. Tei answered.
sary that the member who put the question is to put the su I}Ot e
question. Any other member can do so. In this YR Snentany

: view I rule that it 1d
be right to allow supplementary questions to be g
: , ut o
the question called. P n the answer of

an education in the

Mation,
De asked

y I ruled thz}t when the
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Mz. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : Is the Hon’ble Minister aware
that Muhammadan education in the Assam Valley has not received any
encouragement and impetus from the Govern nent ia the previous years ?
THE HoNbLE, Suaws-uL-Urama Mauvrana ABU NASR MD,

"WAHEED : Doues that question arise ?

- Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : Yes, it does arise. (Laughter).

Tue Hon’sLE SHAms-uL-ULama Mauvrana ABU NASR MDD,
WAHEED: I am not acquainted with that fact.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI ASIMED: Has the Hon’ble Minister made
ang,cr1 provision for Muhammadan education in the Assam Valley in this year’s
budget ?

Tz  HowsLe Smaws-ur-Urayva Maurava ABU NASR - MD,
WAHEED : If the present budget is passed I will consider that question.

THE Hon’sLe Mauravi Sarvip Sik MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -
There is no provision scparately in the new scheme for Surma Valley and
Assam Valley.

Mgr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : In the budget there is 3 provi-
sion for special education for Muhammadans. Am I to understand that the
whole provision has been given to the Sylhet Madrassa ?

Tue Hox’eLe Susams-uL-Urava Mavrana ABU NASR MD.
WAHEED : No.

Basu HARENDRA NARAYAN CHAUDHURI : The amount spent
for the Assam Valley is much less than what is spent in the Surma Valley,
1 want to know whether this nizzardly treatment to our sister valley is due
to the unwillingness on the part of the Government to spend more money or
waetner it is due to the lesser number of students in that Valley ?

Tue Hox'sLe Saaws-uc-Upama Maucana ABU NASR  MD,
WAHLELD : Dde to lesser number of students.

‘ Srijur PURNA CGHANDRA SARMA: Are Gwcrnm_cnt Prepared
to revise the policy of imparting sectarian education at this juncture in
favour of primary education ? e

THe HoN’ser Tue SPEAKER : 'When the guestion is intanded to get
from the Minister an answer about a poiicy, I thiak a separate question may
be put instead of a supplementary quesiion. .

MauLavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister in
charge be pleased to state the sum that is spent in Goalpara district for
Muahammadan edacation ? ’ 2

T..: Hox'sie SHaus-ur-Urama Mavcaya ABJ NASR  Mp.
WAHEED : 1If that question arises, I require notice. i

Mgr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: On what basis is the amount
allotted to the Surma Valley and to the Assam Valley ? On the population
basis or on the number of students ?

THE HoN’BLE  SHams-ur-Urama Maviana ABU NASR MD,
WAHEED : It is based on the demand of education by population,

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMZ:D: Does the Hon’ble Minister
mean to say that there is no demand for Muhammadan education in  the
Assam Valley ? '

Tue HONBLE SHAMs-yr-Urama MaurLana ABU NASR MD,
WAHEED : I think there is very little demand as compared with the Surma

Valley.
Mavrana ABDUL HAMID KHAN: _Sir, 778 Sta (3dts qzfs

M AE4 M 12| O Wsiga a9 A ARTD M2 T AT a9 cx
Ax® c5ca FhAa MWAIA AT w29 sre1al AR AT e 7=y qfes
gRrecg | @8 W3t 13 T3 ;g 73 714 (1A fafFaa atwimy wieia 3fam
gl AR 72
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Tue Hon’BLE Suams-ur-Urama Maurana ABU NASR MD.
WAHEED: The matter is under our consideration. When the budget will
be passed we shall consider these questions.

Mavravi MUNAWWAR ALI: Isit afact that the Sylhet Madrassa
Alia is a provincial institution ?

Tae HON’BLE Suams-ur-Urama Mavrana ABU NASR MD.
"WAHEED : Itisa provincial institution.

Kuan BAHADUR Mauravi KERAMAT ALI: Is it a fact that the
‘Berry-White Medical School is a provincial institution ?

Tre HON’BLE THE SPEAKER : That question does not arise,

Maurana ABDUL HAMID KHAN: o3 gfasfa sfgpns
fafaaz e #f49 *farg gqa1 oo €| -SF I IS WAI1T H[TAFA G- 1TA] IR |
A3 GNP AT AT fafaga sqpa 33307 5 ogafs @-F1 230 fa ?

Tue  HONBLE Smams-ur-Urama Maurana ABU NASR  MD.
‘WAHEED: I have already replied that this question will be considered.

Mauravi JAHANUDDIN AHMED: Has Government provided
some sum for the Gauripur Madrassa in Goalpara ? .

THE HONBLE Smams-uL-Urama Maurana ABU NASR MD-
WAHEED: A lump sum is provided for Madrassas. This is also included

Census of unemployed youths
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKHER]I asked :

414. Will Government be pleased to state if they propose to undertake
0 €nquiry into the extent of unemployment amongst the educated youths in
Assam ?

415. (a) Will Government be pleased to state if they have in their
Possession any information obtained from any previous enquiry about the
extent of unemployment of educated youths in Assam ?

hla o (&) If so, will Government be pleased to lay the same on the

416. Will Government be pleased to state what step, if any, they

grdol;giet }:: ?take to deal with the problem of unemployment of the educat-

TeE How’BLe Mauravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN replied ;

414-416.—The hon. member is referred to the re lies pi :
St . iv
8€ssion 1n answer to similar questions by Babu Lalit Mohlzjm Kagr. e

Construction of major bridges out of the loan taken ot Govasae
ment of India

Sryjur KAMESWAR DAS asked :

417. (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister for Public Works Department please
state the names of the major bridges of the province constructed with the
loan taken from the Government of India for the Road Board programme
together with the amounts of their construction shown against each ?
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(b) Will he please state (i) in which of the said bridges tolls are
realised, (if) whether the said toll bridges are classed differently and ()
whether tolls are realised at different rates from the same class of bridges ?

(¢) Is it a fact that tolls were introduced in the said bridges on the
ground that the costs of construction, being part of the Road Board loan,
were to be paid back with interest to the Government of India ?

(dgj Is it a fact that the Assam Provincial loan including the Road
Board loan has been written off by the Government of India with effect from
1st April 1937 ?

(e) If so, does the Hon’ble Minister in charge propose to take early
steps to discontinue the tolls at the aforesaid bridges ?

THE Hon’BLE MauLavi Sarvip S MUHAMMAD SAADULLA

replied : e
417. (a)—Two major bridges, viz.

e s bridge at Numaligarh e 1,54,540

Chalkhowa bridge at Barpeta 1,50,321

were constructed from the loan taken from the Government of India for the
purpose as distinct from the loan for the Road Board programme.
(6) ({)—On both the bridges.

(t:)—No.

(¢2i)—The rates of tolls in the Assam and the Surma Valleys
differ and as tolls are charged on a bridge at the same rate as
for the ferry it replaces, the rates may be different in respect of
the location of bridges of a particular class, or because of the
ownership of the ferry prior to the construction of the bridge.

¢)—Yes.

Ea?)-—-Thc balance of all loans taken previous to the 1Ist April 1936
has been written off from midnight of the 31st March 1937.

(¢)—The matter will be placed before the Resources and Retrench-
ment Committee, when it is appointed, for consideration.

Srjur KAMESWAR DAS: May I know from the Hon’ble Minister
whether the construction of other major bridges of the province was made
from the loan for the Road Board programme ?

Tue Hon'sLE Mauravr Saryio S;iR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Yes,
I have already answered that question. A loan was taken from the Govern-
ment of India and from that loan the bridges were constructed.

Srijur KAMESWAR DAS: My question has not been answered, Sir.
My question was, whether these two major bridges were constructed from
the loan taken from the Government of India for the Road Board

Programme ?
Tue Hon’BLE Mauravi Sarvio Stk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : The

answer is that these two bridges—Dhansiri bridge and Chalkhowa bridge—
were constructed from a loan from the Government of India as distinct from
the loan for the Road Board programme.

Sryur KAMESWAR DAS: I want to know whether any other major
bridges were constructed from the loan taken for the Road Board
programme ?

Tue Hon’sLE Mauravi Sarvip S MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: 1f
my hon. friend wants that information, I shall be too glad to give him the
answer,

These two bridges are stated to have been constructed from the loan
from the Government of India as distinct from the loan for the Road Boarg
programme. My [ricnd is coalfusing between the two loans. Theorizinal i o4
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7as to take loan of a crore of rupees for the construction of major bridges.
ku‘pees fifty thousand was taken out of that. After that on account of the
difficulty of making equated payments, naturally that loan was stopped.
That was in 1931. After that thc Government of India suggested that if we
had in view any Road Board programme, they would be willing to give usa
loan without interest. On that loan some bridges were constructed. If my
hon. friend wants further 4nformation I shall be glad to supply it to him.

Srijur KAMESWAR DAS: In reply to question No. () it is admitted
that tolls were introduced in these two bridges on account of the fact that
costs of construction were to be paid back with interest to the Government
of India. 1In reply to (d) it has been admitted that loans taken from the
Government of India for the purposc were wiped off.

Will the Hon’ble Minister see to the desirability of doing away with
tolls introduced in the casc of these two bridges ? -

TaE Hon’BLE MAuLavi Saryip Stk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I

have already answered that we will place it before the Resources and
Retrenchment Committee.

Brass and Bell metal work

Srjur KAMESWAR DAS asked -

418. (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge aware that ‘bell-meta uten-

sils are wuglely used in Assam, that the bell-metal workers of the soil prepare
utensils with only old and broken materia's, that they are not acquainted
with the_ art qf‘ma.kipg the metal itself and that their indigenous method of
preparation 1:21118 to give a decent look and fine polish to the finished products
owing to their having had no training in the up-to-date method ?

45 ik nee((?) If so, does the Hon’ble Minister propose to take early steps to

O ful to create some stipends to have educated young men trained
in the said art elsewhere ?

THE Hon’sLe Mauravi MD. ALT HATDAR KHAN replied :

418. (a)—Yes.
e d(b)—Stipengis for training at Benares in brass and bell-metal work
A 1:” arded from .tme to time according to the applications received.
oprp ci:atlo_ns for training in this industry should be addressed t» the Director
did:tel:stnes. Government are prepared to grant stipends to suitable can-

KuMar AJIT NARAYAN DEV: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased
to state how man

e y students were trained with stipends in Benares ?
HE HON’BL

] E Mavravi MD. ALT HAIDAR KHAN: I want notice
of that, Sir. T cannot say exactly.

.K.UMAR. AJIT NARAYAN DEV: Is there any students at present
receiving stipends at Benares under training there ?

THE HoN’BLE MauLavi MD, ALI HAIDAR KHAN: I cannot say if
there are any students,

Kumar AJIT NARAYAN DEV: How many students there are at
present receiving stipends ?
: THE Hon’eLE MAuravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN: 1 have already
said that I want notice for that. I cannot say off-hand.
Kuan Banapur Mavravi MAHMUD ALIL:
the stipends granted to the candidates ?

Tue Hon’BLE Mauravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN: 1 cannot say
off-hand,

May I know the value of
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K#uan Banapur Maviavi MAHMUD ALT:

, It is said * suitable can-
didate if available °.

What makes a candidate suitable for this stipend ?

THE Hon’sLE Mauravi MD. ALT HAIDAR KHAN: If he is found
to have the requisite qualification. :

Mavravi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI:
What is the requisite qualification ?

Tue Hox’BrLe Muvravi MD. ALT HAIDAR KHAN: I do not know
what was the qualification prescribed by the previous Government, but I
think it is that he must belong to a family engaged in this class of industry.

Kuan Banapur Mavravi KERAMAT ALI:  Is it not a fact that
stipends are given to members coming from families of workers who do bell-
metal work ?

Tue Hon’sLE Mauravi MD. ALT HAIDAR KHAN: Yes, Sir.

Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: What is the number of
stipends ?

2 Tue Hon’sLe Mauravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN:
answered that question.

Srijur KAMESWAR DAS :
of stipends at the prescnt moment ?

Tue Hox’srL Mauravi MD. ALT HAIDAR KHAN: That question
has already been answered.

I have already

May we know if there are any holders

Reservation of Fishery beels for consumption of villagers
Srijur MAHADEV SARMA asked :

. (a) Has the attention of Government been drawn to the resolu-
tion 41#3 2(0) passed at the last session of the Naduar Ryot Sava held at
Lahugaon Biswanath about keeping aside certain Beels ({3¢!) from the fish
Mahals which were adjacent to new and old villages ?

(b)) Do Government propose to consider this matter very carefully

and to revise orders passed about the Beels ( f3@ ) which belonged to Viswa-
nath temple till a year hence ?

Tue Hon’BLE Srjur ROHINTI KUMAR CHAUDHURI repled :

419, (a)—Yes. i
(b)—The ryots are allowed to fish for home consumption at a very

small charge, not excecding annas four per year, by a claise in the regular
lease form. Government cannot contemplate the loss of the revenue entailed
in not putting the fisheries to auction.

Sryur MAHADEV SARMA: Is it not a fact that these Beels in
question were not included in the fish mahal till the last year ?

Tue Honsre Sryur ROHIN1 KUMAR CHAUDHURI:

- I want
notice of that question.
Kuan Bamapur Mauvravi KERAMAT ALI: May I know what is
the income derived from that fishery ?

Tre Hon’sre Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I want
notice of that question also. g

Srijur OMEO KUMAR DAS: Are Government aware that these
Beels belong to the Biswanath Temple ?

Tae How’sre Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Govern-
ment does not admit - that,

Srijur MAHADEV SARMA: Is it nota fact that these B
only included in the fishery mahal from the last year ? cels were



930

Tue Hon’ste Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I want
notice of that question.

Srjur DEBESWAR SARMAH: Considering that fish constitutes the
primary foodstuff of the villagers, and considering also the poverty of the
people and inability to buy fish, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to
enquire into the matter with a view to give up these Beels which have been
for generations together, at any rate from time immemorial, used for bona

fide village fishing purposes ?

Tue Hon’sre THE SPEAKER : There need not be any preamble to a
supplementary question. :

Sryur DEBESWAR SARMAH: My question is whether the Hon’ble
Minister will be pleased to institutec an enquiry with a view to leave out of
Government fishery those Beels which have been used from time immemorial
by the villagers for catching fish for their bona fide food purposes ?

Srijur MAHADEV SARMA: And also give the villagers free use
of them.

Kuan Bamapur Mavravi KERAMAT ALI: My friend 1 supple-
menting the question.

Tue Hon’sLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: The
present policy of the Government is exactly what has been suggested by the
hon. member.

; S?RIJUT DEBESWAR SARMAH : When may we expect action on those
ines ?

Tre Hon’sre Srjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: If the hon.
member will please give me an instance where this policy has not been
followed I will take action. '

Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAH: Take the instance of Sola Beel.
That is a Beel which has been enjoyed by the villagers from time immemori-
al till last ycar or so. ¢
3t lK.HAN Banapur Mauravi KERAMAT ALI: And also Noa Pukhri

cel.

Sryjur MAHADEV SARMA: And several others at Chhoyduar ?

Tue Hown’sLe Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I shall
try to remember those Beels. T

Srijur MAHADEV SARMA : These Beels were used not only for
fishing but also for taking drinking water, :

Tae Hown’sLe Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I think
that wherever there is drinking water there is also fish there.

Srijur MAHI CHANDRA BORA: With regard to (b), are Govern-
ment aware that the raiyats are not allowed to catch fish for home consump-
tion even when the fees are paid ?

Tue Hon’sre Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I am not
aware of that, but if any specific instance is brought to my notice, I will
enquire into the matter.

Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAH : But these Beels are also sometimes
used for drinking water as well as for fishing.

Tue Hon’sre Sriyjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I know
that where there is drinking water thereis fish also, and where there is fish
there is drinking water also.

Sryjur DEBESWAR SARMAH: But considering the fact that the
People in the Majuli have not been given a good water-supply and as cvigye

one knows in the rains all the pl i fi laces
place is flooded and there are v ew P
Where good water can be had. o A i
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Tue Hon’sLE THE SPEAKER :  You should put the question directly.

Srijur DEVESWAR SARMAH: I am coming to the question.

Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased for the sake of humanity to consi-
der about stopping polluting of the drinking water by leasing them out
to be used as fishery ?

Tre Hon’sLe Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I am

not prepared to admit that drinking water is polluted by fish, for instance in
the Brahmaputra river.

Improvement of Co-operative movemant amongst village credit
Societies

Mauvrana ABDUL _HAMID KHAN asked :

420. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Agriculture be pleased to
state :—
the measures taken by Government to popularize the Co-operative
movement amongst the village credit societies of the districts
of Goalpara and Kamru

THE Hon’BLe Mauravi MD. ALT HAIDAR KHAN replied :

420.—The question is not undersiood. The measures taken consists
of propaganda work both by official and non-oTicial organisars to impress
upon the villagers the beneiit’ of the co-operative movement to improve
their cconomic condition. ‘There are also three Co-operative Organiza-
tion Societies in the province working on the same lines.

MaurLavi GHYASUDDIN AHMED : Will the Hon’ble Minister be
pleased to state what propaganda was made by the Registrar or by the Assis-
tant Registrar in the districts of Kamrup and Goalpara ?

THE Hon’BLE MAuLavi MD. ALT HAIDAR KHAN: Will the hon.
member please repeat the question ?

Mauravi GHYASUDDIN AHMED : In the answer it is stated that
the measures taken consists of propaganda work both by official and non-
official organisers to impress upon the villagers the benefit of the co-operative
movement to improve their cconomic condition. My question is what
propaganda was made by the Registrar or by Assistant Registrar in the
districts of Goalpara and Kamrup ?

Tue Hon’sLE Mauravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN: The reply is
clearly given in the answer, -

Mauravi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: May I know, Sir, what is
the nature of the ‘propaganda made by the officers in the villages ?

Tue Hon’sLE Mauravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN: It is clear in
the reply, Sir. o

Tue Hon’sLe THE SPEAKER: The Hon’ble Minister will please
explain the nature of the propaganda made in the villages.

TuE Hon’BLE MAurLavi MD, ALI HAIDAR KHAN: The officers

make propaganda in the villages for improving the economic condition of the
people as well as fishery.

Mavravi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister
take it from me that the Registrar and Assistant Registrar of Co-operative
Societies did absolutely no work of that kind either at Goalpara or at
Kamrup ?

Tue HoN’BLE MAuLAavi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN :
of that, Sir.

Mauravi GHYASUDDIN AHMED : How many villages in the districts
of Goalpara and Kamrup were visited by the Registrar and the Assistant
Registrar ?

I am not aware
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.7 t notice
 Tre Howx’ste Mauravi MD, ALI HAIDAR KHAN: I wan
t tion, Sir. of
of thgng?;? i'?i}’R ‘LiI A .CHANDRA SARMA : th; C:;as? the number
10- tive Societies in the district of Goalpara las 3 ber of
Co i e A MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN: The num
o hira v e Hon'ble Minister
be pleasﬁ to give the details of expenditure involved in the organi
- v icty ? . t
¥ CO'I?rII:Ee ?IE;EV?BE]?CIM?\.ULAV[ MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN: I have got no
idea &b:)l}l:A%]fRI?ii)rin RAHM\N: Isita fact that the condition of the
it ey ety v bad ? N: I have no
e Hoveis: Maaiavi MD. ALL HAIDAR KHAN
inforgﬁiﬁ)‘ivﬁbg}; [;}':Jalt{, SIi{i.ﬁ HMAN: - Do G ovcr_nmgnt propose to take
steps for the improvement of the rural credit SOCle“;éSH‘AN: It is under the
Tue Hox’sie Mavravi MD. ALT HAIDAR :
Consﬁiﬁx:;[(;{B%(ggq{}fﬁt;ﬁAN: fs it a fact that to iTé;tt-O::; ﬂ(ljf::;lo;;jdl:
tion of the ryura] credit socicties loaz tern loans on low inte
b ic ? ; : I have no
?d Yo Iljllébwl'glig Mavuravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN I
mforsﬁ;:i;n’P%riiNA CHANDRA SARMA: Will t?ctﬂé’a’fl?le 25
- 3 s ast y e 4
please state ifany bank has been }iquzdatﬁ_d durmg};tlj[l—fAN :y I want notice
£ THE HoN’sLe MaurLavi MD. ALI HAIDAR . h
of that uestion, Sir, . Sir, how muc
M.\gLA\VI GHYI’I;\SUDDIN AHMED: May wcllixl; no:i}owances of the
mon~y Government have spent towards the travcro fganda work for the
-Registrar and Assistant Registrar and tOjNEtl_rdspthc prop
improvement of the ill credit Societies ! - that arise,
Tute Howvars Moo Sro b AIDAR KHAN: Does tha
Sir ? o AADULLA :
TrE HoN’BLE MaurLavi S.\lYIDl SIT:S[;l\é[nJrIAMl\IAD &
We are go'ng 100 lar from the original qu = : how ma
I\’i\?}LAél MGII-IKK/[MAD AMJAD ALIL: Maydlf‘gf‘l (:l‘::: propagam?:
meetings were held and how many pamphlets were issuecd 1
k 2 s
wor THE HoweLe Mavravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN: Several
amphlets are issued. ; i
SR KEDARMAL BRAHMIN : S L A credit socie
ties are there in the district of Kamrup ? %
Tz How’sre Mauravr MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN: The number of
credit societics in the district of Kamrup is 143.

Maurana ABDUL HAMID KHAN: . Sir, citafasttsl <@at sta@e
ccran;HZ;_-'%??:'car-.wtcaﬁs & A aity, /s «FIIA 53949 @
73 Afafey Y ¥ A7 13 srew [od F-ARAPs ETWCABAA (FHLA
ACIONS! F13 7 1 331 ) fo ?

Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Is it a fact that in the whole
Province there were ‘only 20 societies organised during last year B T Ao
1= Hon'sie Mauravi MD. ALL HAIDAR KHAN: Wi
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m2mb=r please repeat his question?
THE Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : The hon. member will please repeat
his question, so that the Hon’ble Minister may make an attempt to reply.
Srijur  PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: TIs it a fact that the Co-
operative Department organised only 20 societies in the whole province
during the last year ?

THE HoN’BLE MaurLavi MD. ALT HAIDAR KHAN: I have no
information, Sir.

Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : TIs it also a fact that 19 of
the Co-operative Socicties were liquidated during the last one year ?

]THE Hon'BLe Tur SPEAKER : The Hon’ble Minister may please
reply.

YFHE Hon’eLE Mauravi Sarvip S;iR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
¥ think, ali these questions do not arisc.

Post of Divisional Inspector of Schools

Mavravi Dewany MUHAMMADR AHBAB CHOWDHURI VIDYA- .
BINODE asked-:

421. Isit a fact thatin the post of Divisional Inspector of Schools
of either Valley, no Musim has ever been appointed ?

422. Ifso, do Government propose to appoint this time a Wuslim in
the post of Imspector of Schools, Surma Valley Division ?

TxE Hon’BLE SmAMs-UL-Urama Maurana ABU NASR MD. WAHEET
replied :

421 -—A Muhammadan Officer acted as Inspector of Schools in the
Assam Valley from 23rd June 1927 to 30th January 1928 and from
9th June 1928 to 2nd September 1928.

A Muhammadan Officer acted as Inspector of Schools in the Surma
Velley from 1st October 1932 to 14th October 1932 and from 3rd July
1934 to 2nd August 1934, s

Mavuravi DEwan MD. AHBAB CHOWDHURI VIDYABINODE -
Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Education be pleased to state whe-
ther any officer from the MuhamnnS‘xaldem1 comrlnumlt]y]was %PPOln[tf;S as %

ermanent Divisional Inspector of Schoolsin the whole province of Assam 2
3 Tue HoN’BLE SHAMS-EL—ULAMA MauLaNa ABU NASR MD. WAHEED :
No one from the Muhammadan community was appomtcd as a permanent
Divisional Inspector of Schools. g

MavurLav: Dewan MD. AHBAB CHOWDHURI VIDYABINODE :
May I know, Sir, why ? g

Tne Hox'sie THE SPEAKER :  The Hon'ble Minister will please reply.

Tue Hon’BLE SHAMS-UL-Urama Mavrana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED :
Because no permanent vacancy occurred in recent years.

Mavravi DEwan MD. AHBAB CHOWDHURI VIDYABINODE : TIs
it a fact that senior Muhammadan Officers have been superceded by an
Officer of the other community ?

Tue Hon’BLE SHAMs-UL-UrLaMa MAaurana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED -
There cannot be any question of supersession, I believe.

Tue Hon'BLE SHAMs-UL-UrLava Maurana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied :

423 —There is at pres

cnt no vacancy in the Tnspectorate in t
Surma Valley Division. he
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Grant of Scholarships for training in Dy2ing and Waaving Industries
Knan SanB Mauravi SAYIDUR RAHMAN asked :

423. Will Government be pleased to sta*z—

(1) How many scholarships arc being granted to candidates for
higher training outside the province in different industries
like Dyeing and Weaving and how many of them are
enjoyed by Mahomedans ? AR

(2) How many scholarships are available at the Government
Weaving Institute, Gauhati, for the Elementary, Advanced
and Silk courses respectively and how many of them ars
being at present enjoyed by Mal_lomedans ? =

(3) How many teachers are employed in the staff of the Weaving
Institute at Gauhati and how many of them are Mahome-
dans ?

(4) How many clerks there are at the Government Weaving Ins-
titute, Gauhati, and how many of them are Mahomedans ?

(5) How many clerks there are at the Government Emporiuny
and Central Stores and how many of them are Mahome-
dans ?

Tue Hon’sre MauvLavi MD. ALI HATDAR KHAN replied :

423.(1)— No such scholarships have been granted from provincial
revenues. Eight scholarships for training outside the province in Dyecing,
Printing and silk and carpet weaving, ctc. were however granted during
1934-35, 1935-36 and 1936-37 out of the Williamson Fund. Only one of
these scholarships was awarded to a Mahomedan. Preference was given to
passed students of the professional weaving community.

(2)—Thc number of stipends available in the Government Weav-

ing Institute, Gauhati, in the Elementary, Advanced and Silk courses is 10,
5 and 4 respectively. The number of stipends at present enjoyed by
Mahomedans is 3 in the Elementary Course, nil in the Advanced Course (as
stipends are granted in the advanced course to passed students of the
Elementary course in order of merit) and one in the silk course. -

(3)—Eight. None are Mahomedans.

(4)—One, and he is a Mahomedan.

(5)—None.

Kuan Samie Mavravi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: Will the Hon’ble
Minister be pleased to explain what castes and classes are meant by the term

¢ professional community’ ?
Tue Hon’BLE Mauravi MD, ALTI HAIDAR KHAN: I want notice

of that question, Sir.

Mauravi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister
please state what is the meaning of the words ¢ professional weaving
community” ?

T How’sLs Mavzav: MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN: It means that
the people earn their livelihood by means of business in weaving industry

Mgr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: How many persons of the pro-
fessiunal weaving community were given scholarships ?

_ Tue Hox’sLe Mauravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN : It appears;
Sir, from the reply given,

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: No Sir, it does not appear from:
the reply. In the reply it is only stated that preference was given to passed
students of the professional weaving community and my question is how

many students comi fr o 2 5 .
: ing from the profession: : were given
scholarships ? 2 professional wecaving community g

X
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Trae Hox'sLE MAavLavi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN : I want notice
of that question, Sir.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALTI AHMED : Sir, the Hon’ble Minister says
that he wants notice. In the reply he has stated that preference was given
to passed students of the professional weaving community, and how is it that
for such a supplementary question he wants notice ?

THE Hon’sLE THE SPEAKER : The Hon’ble Minister may not re-
member the actual number of the students.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: How many students coming
from those communities were given the scholarships? : :

Tue Hon’sLe MauLavi Sarvip S,k MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
Sir, the question was asked about the number of scholarships given to
the Mahomedans. The number is given in the answer “ Only one of these
scholarships was awarded to a Mahomedan. Preference was given to passed
students of the professional weaving community . As regards the rest of the
answer no body asked about it, as the question was, how many of them were
cnjoyed by the Mahomedans. I do not know why this sentence was put
in there. It may be for the sake of informing the House that “ preference
was given to passed students of the prolessional weaving community », as
an apology for not giving more scholarships to Mahomedans. The infoini-
ation now wanted was not asked for at ail. :

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Weare entitled to ascertain
the truth of this statement. Merely saying that preference was given to
such and such community will not do. We want to know how many of the
scholarships were given to Hindus, how many to Mahomedans, and how
many to othér communities. The Hon’ble Minister should throw light on

tters.
e oais MAvivi Sarvio St MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: _Sir,

"I never suggested that my hon. friend had no right to ask for that inform-

ation. I only reminded him that the additional sentence in the answer was
not nece sary. It wasputas an apology why only one scholarship was
given to Mahomedans. If my hon. friend wants the figures, I hope the
Hon’ble Minister in charge will be able to give them later.

Basu HARENDRA NARAYAN CHAUDHURY: May I know what
is “ Williamson Fund *’? :

Tae How’sLE MAuLAvi Sarvio Sk MUHAMMAD SAADI_{LLA: I
suppose, Sir, that every politician in this House, not merely in this House,
but throughout Assam, know about that great benefactor of Assam, the latc
Mr. Williamson, who donated a big sum for spread of technical and general
education in the Assam Valley. Thereis a fund—the exact amount _I
forget just now—from which scholarships are given for the purpose of techni-
¢al éducation, and also contributions are made to libraries for the purpose of
dessiminating general education. Mr. Williamson was a European gentle-
fman, who worked in the district of Dibrugarh. :

Bisu HARENDRA NARAYAN CHAUDHURI: On a point of per-
sonal explanation, Sir. I regret my ignorance ; Being a Bengali our heart
only turns towards Bengal. So we do not know anything about As_sam?

Kuan Bauabur Mauvravi KERAMAT ALI: Asregards (3), Sir, in the
answer it is stated that out of 8 teachers in the school none are Mahomedans,
Does the Hon’ble Minister consider this state of things satisfactory?

Tae HonBLE Mauravi MUHAMMAD ALI HAIDAR KHAN:
Their claim should have been considered.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Is the Hon’ble Minister pre-
pared to issue instructions that in the matter of awarding scholarships, ang
also in thé matter of appointm nts, in which the Mahomedan community
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is under-represented, Mahomedans will be given due considerations wher
the future vacancies occur?

Tre Hox'sre Mauravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN : Yes, Sir, I will
do that.

Staff of the Weaving Branch of the Industries Department
Kran Sanm Mauravi SAYIDUR RAHMAN asked :

424. Isit afact (g) that in the Weaving Branch of the Industries
Department, the Mahomedans are very much under-represented i 3

(8) Ifso, do Government propose to take any step for bringing the
commusnal represcntation upto the level ?

THE Hon’Le MauLavs MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN replied :

424.(a)—No.
6)—Does not arise.
megv)SAI{IB MAUtLAVIPSAYIDUR RAHMAN: In view of the answer
given to question No. 423, will the Hon’ble Minister explain how the answer
to question No. 424(q) is justified 7 R
THE Hon’sre MauLav MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN: The question is
not clearly understood, Sir.

THE Hon’sLE TriE SPEAKER : The Hon’ble Minister should recon-
cile these two anwers.

Tue Hon’sLe Mavravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN: Will the hon.
member please repeat his question?

THeE HoN’BLE THE SPEAKER : The hon. member may also state his
question in a more elaborate way.

. Tue Hon'sie Mavrav Sarvip S MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Sir, I could catch my hon. friend sitting just behind me better and let me

answer. My hon. friend wans to deduce that because there is no Maho-
medan in the teaching staf of (he Weaving School, Mahomedans are very
in the weaving department. That is not so,

L ing demonstrators, weaving parties and inspectors
in the two valleys. Among these the Mahomedans are fairly represented.

Mavravi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: May I know the number of
Wweaving demonstrators?

THE HoN’BLE MauLavi Saryp SR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: T
will require notice. I am prepared to give all statements if only my hon.
friends would tell me what particular figures they want.

Mavravi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: I want the figures of those
officers in the weaving branch of the Industry Department?

ThE Hon’BLE MAuLAvI SAIYID Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I
understand my hon. friend wants the figures of demonstrators, weaving

inspectors and teaching staff. Very well, Sir, I shall supply those figures
later on,

Stipend for foreign Education in Agriculture

MauLavi NAZIRUDDIN AHMED asked :
425. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Agriculture be pleased
to state :—

(1) If any stipend for foreign Education in Agriculture was award-
ed during the last five years ?
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(i) Ifso, what amount was spent each year ?

(117) What amount Government propose to spend in the current
year ?

(iv) Whether there is any candidate in this province at present
for undergoing foreign education in Agriculture ?

Tue Hon’sLE MauLavi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN replied :

425. (1)—No.
(11)—Does not arise.
(73)—Nil.

(1v)—There may be candidates but there is no scholarship.
Kumar AJIT NARAYAN DEV: Do Government consider it desirable
to grant any stipend for foreign education in Agriculture?
Tuz Hon’sLE Mauravi MD. ALl HAIDAR KHAN: We have not
thought it over.

Grazing Rules
Srijur JOGENDRA NATH BARUA asked :

426. Is Government in the particular Department aware that there
are complaints that the existing grazing rules are highly unpopular and harsh
and have caused extreme hardship and injustice amongst the people ?

THe HoN’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

426.—The existing grazing rules were formulated as recently as 1933
and were published for general criticism : not a single suggestion or
criticism was received by Government except from four district officers
Government are therefore not prepared to accept the hon. member’s suggcs-.
tion without further materials, =
Procedure regarding transfer of Government Officers and faciljty

s for the education of their children

Sryjur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA asked :

427. Have Government any information with regard to the fact that
some Government officers are placed in out of the way parts where they do
not find any facility to educate their children ?

428. Do Government propose to transfer these officers to some places
where they can educate their children ?

Tue HowBre Mauvravi Savip Sik MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

427.—Yes.

Srijur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: If any petition comes from
Government servants remaining in places where they have no facilities tq
educate their children, will Government be pleased to take their case into
consideration?

Tre Hon'BLE Mauravr Sarvio Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -

Provided he has served in that particular place for some time, because some
officer has got to go there.

428.—They will be transferred in due course

: ; according to the int
of the public service. g cresty
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Dibrugarh Eleciric- Supply Company, Limited
Mr. NABA KUMAR DATTA asked :

429. Will Government be pleased to state if the rates of :haiﬁgiti%r
electricity consumption of Dibrugarh Electric Supply Company, 2
were fixed by Government ? : - -

430. If the reply to 429 is in the affirmative, ﬁ“”lé .F’ CyetEmentEhe
pleased to state the period for which these rates were hxeC °

431. Is it a fact that these rates of charges are much higher than those
of other Electric Companies of the Province ?

. s eabili f reduci
432. Do Government propose to consider the desirability of reducing

these rates which are causing great hardship to the consumers ?
Tae Hon’sLe Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

Aoy 129—Yes, under sections 3(2)(d) ) and 21(2) of the Indian Electricity
ct, g -
430.—There is no fixed period. Local Government may alter the ratgs
after 7 years from the commencement of the license under clause XI of the
Schedule to the Indian Electricity Act, 1910, by referring to 22 Advisory
Board constituted under section 35 of the Act, if thé Board’s findings justity
an alteration in the rates. Teased -t
Mr. NABA KUMAR DATTA: Will Government El_mh]) fiii:cnm gf
S;Iatc whether 7 years have clapsed since the commencement of the
the Dibrugarh Electric Supply Company ? : ;
Tue Hon'sLe SRUUTPPR}E)HINPI FUMAR CHAUDHURI : I think
the hon. member knows that much better than I do.
Mr. NABA KUMAR DATTA: No, Sir, I do not know.
Tae Hox’sLe Tae SPEAKER : That is not the proper answer

. Tas Hox'sLe Sryur ROHINI KUMAR GHAUDHURI: T domot
think, Sir, 7 years®have elapsed.

. Mr.NABA KUMAR DATTA: If the requisitc time has elapsed,
will Government be pleased to appoint an Advisory Board under section
35 of the Act, to find out whether the present rates are justificd ? e

- u'l:lHE }flon‘nm Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : Yes, Sir, we
shall do that if the prescribed period has elapsed. p o

Krax BAuapok Maut avi KERAMAT ALI : Wil the Hon'ble Minis-
ter appoint Advisory Boards in all those places in the Province where
Electric companies have been started ? ;

THE HoN’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I cannot
say of other places, Sir. In this particular case I shall do as then
already stated.

Mg. KEDARMAL BRAHMIN : What arc thé charges per unit of
this Electric Company ? Is it higher than in other places ?

Tue Hon’sLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: So far as
my information goés it is not higher.

Mgr. NABA KUMAR DATTA: Are Government aware that the
Dibrugarh concern is not a paying one as the capital invested was borrowéd
at a higher rate of interest ? :

Trt Hon’sLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Govern-
ment have no information. i

Tue Hon’sLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI rep_lzcd g 3

431 & 432.—No. Government watches these concerns cargfully, t e
annual accounts being checked every year by the Electrical Adviser, The
Dibrugarh concern is not yet paying a dividend.

4R
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Mgr. NABA KUMAR DATTA: How is it that Government stated
that they watch this concern carefully, and that accounts are being checked ?
Who does it ? y

Tue Hon’sre Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: We receive
reports from our Electrical Adviser.

Mgr. NABA KUMAR DATTA : Even then, they do not know that
the capital invested was horrowed at a higher rate of interest.

Tue Hon'sLe Srjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I do not
know that.

DEMANDS FOR GRANTS

’ Grant No. 2

8.—PROVINCIAL EXCISE

Tue Hon’sre Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: On the recommenda~
tion of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move that a
sum not exceeding Rs.4,57,700 be granted to defray certain charges which
will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 3lst
March 1938, for the administration of the head ¢ 8.—Provincial Excise.”

MR. BAIDYANATH MODI{E]&JEE: sif', 1 bcg to move tha_t thc
provision of Rs.22,994 ander Grant No.2, Major h_ead—B.—vaincial
Excise, Minor head—A —Superintendence, Sub-head—1.—Pay of Officers,
Detailed head—Commissioner of Excise, at page 40 of the Budget, be
reduced by Rs.100. : A : :

Sir, I have tabled this motion to criticise the Excise Policy ,of the
Government. Sir, the Excise revenue is about one-eighth of the total revenue
of the province. The Hon’ble Minister for Excise, in paragraph 4 of his
Budget speech, says =—* we are surc that in few years this provinee of ours
which has been the worst province in India in the consumption of opium will
be made free from this terrible malady which has been the cause of great de-
generation to thousands of our fellow-countrymen . Sir, here he admits that
this revenue is undesirable and tainted so to say. Sir, he says that it will
take a long time to eradicate the habit, but I thin!{ if Government like they
can get rid of this evil habit sooner—I 1nean within 4, 5 or 6 years. In this
matter Government should take their courage in both hands and stop the
sale of all opium except for medicinal and commercial use. Sir, Government
do not seem to have any policy at all so far as country spurit, ganja and other
drugs are concerned. This year’s budget provides for an increase of revenue
of about 3 lakhs over the actuals of 1935-36, and ovcr_ﬁ lakhs over the
actuals of 1034-35. What is the Government policy in regard to these

rugs ? It seems that they have no objection to the increase in the con-
sumption of country spirit and ganja and seem to be quite happy that their
consumption is increasing. Sir, definite attempts sh:ould be made to reduce
the consumption by adopting some policy of restriction as has been done in
the case of opium. Now, Sir, at page 16 of the Memorandum on the budget
will be found the following statement :—* The gradual improvement in the
Tea Industry and economic condition of the people accounts for the increase
both in the revised and budget ”. Sir, the major portion of this revenue
comes from the masses and nothing has been spent exclusively for their
benefit. This revenue is being spent for general purposes in the province
but nothing is being spent for : the masses. Sir, Government has got
some moral duty to spend som_cthmg _for the benefit of those from whom this
tainted revenue is derived. Sir, I think a number of unemployed youths
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can be employed to carry on a propaganda amongst the masses to eradicate

this evil.
Tue Hon’BLE REV. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Does the hon. member
mean that we should employ unemployed youths to carry on a propaganda

to eradicate this evil ? -
Mrg. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Yes, Sir, to carry on a propa-

ganda to get rid of this evil from amongst the masses. :
Sir, total prohibition in some area, however limited it may be, should

have been undertaken as has been done in Madras. At present Government
are doing nothing. They have increased the revenue under this head.
I think all the hon, members of this House will join with me that this

tainted revenue should not be used for the general purposes of the province,
ortion at least should have gone

and if they have to use it at all then some p . >
for the benefit of the masses, but they have done nothing for them.  Sir, T
think that some effective policy should be adopted and the policy of drift

should be shaken off by Government. .
With these few words I beg to commend my motion to the acceptance

of the House. e

Srijur GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : Sir, the question.of pro}glbx-
tion, under the advice of Mahatma Gandhi has been taken up in right
earnest by the more fortunate provinces of India and drastic measures arc
being undertaken by them with a view to free those provinces from the
evils of opium, liquor and hemp; and they are gladly sacrificing huge
amounts of revenue from the excise department. But, Sir, in this unfortunate

province of ours our Government instcad of taking any drastic and bold
n of the excise

measures for eradicating these evils and sacrificing some portio :
revenue are anxious to increase the revenue from these vices. It grieves me
to find that our Ministry headed by a Mul}am_madan Chief Minister to
whom these things are untouchables is anticipating a conﬂderz}blc income
from wine, country spirits and hemp on the plea that there will bc_ more
consumption of these dangerous poisons due to the_ improvement in tea
industry and economic condition of the people. Sir, ordinary prudence
the people should reflect in the

suggests that better economic condition of h
normal, material and cultural development of the country. But here in

this unlucky province we find the so-called economic improvement of the
people has been made responsible for many vices and the increased con-
sumption of wine, country liquor and gazja is one of them. 1am at a loss
to understand with what equanimity our Finance and Chief Minister could
be a party to extracting the poor ignorant and helpless section of our people
by a huge sum of money from the salc of liquor, ganja and opium instead of
taking some drastic and effective measures for eradicating the evils of drink-
ing liquor and smoking ganja and opium from the miserable province of
Ssal.

During the days of non-co-operation, Sir, by the grace of Mahatma
Gandhi and owing to the untold sufferings of the Congress workers, the con-
sumption of these things decreased to a great extent. But gradually for
want of propaganda these vices have again raised their heads and are caus-
ing great havoc in the province. In my district, Sir, ganja is doing immense
harm to the people. Similarly opium ‘and liquor are ruining the people
throughout the province. We find that a large number of new permits were
given to young men without justiification. 5

Tue Hon’BLE REV. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : May I ask the hon.
member whether he means to say that a large number of passes have becn

issued in Kamrup district ?
Srijur GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : In the whole of the province.



941

The other day we discussed at great length and we have learnt that young
people were given passes for opium on the slightest pretext ?

THe Hon’BLE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Can he give any
specific instance of any pass given to any young man ? I ask this because
I have already stated that the policy of this Government is rot to issue new
passes.
SRIJUT GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : There arc lots of instances
and I shall try to supply the Hon’ble Minister with the information he asks;
and I hope he will undertake to take proper steps to stop them. X

THE HoN’BLE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : On a point of informa-
tion, Sir, we have been told that there are lots of instances. Surely he must
remember at least one instance and if he will give me only one name now
I shall be very glad. . y

Srijur GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: I cannot give specific
instances off-hand. ¢ o

Tue Hon’sLE THE SPEAKER : The hon. member has finished his time.

Srijur GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: I shall give instances as I
have already said. Sir, I have finished and with these few words I support
the motion of my hon. friend Mr. Baidyanath Mookherjee,

Srjur SARVESWAR BARUA: I have got a motion® standing
in my name which is No.12. I think I can speak on this motion as this is
?\I more general one and it will not be necessary for me to move that motion

0.12. .

Sir, Government are avowedly pledged to the policy of cradicating
opium evil in the province. They are wedded to a policy by which within
ten years from 1926-27 they would stamp out the opium habit from the
province and for this purpose they adopted the ten per cent. cut in the
rations allowed to opium eaters. Now, Sir, we have come to the end of this
ten year period and even now about one half of the opium revenue is stil]
there, Inspite of ten years having elapsed the number of opium eaters even
now is very large and it has not been reduced by more than two-thirds.
That shows that Government have not been very sincere in their atlempt
to root out this opium habit from amongst the people of Assam. Opium
passes are being issued.

Tue Hon’sLE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: May I know, Sir, what
the hon. member means by saying that Government is not sincere. This
Government has been in existence now for only four months. :

Srijur SARVESWAR BARUA: They have said that opium habit
would be eradicated within ten years and itis time that the habit should
have been wiped away from the province. Rations for persons below the
age of 50 ought to have been reduced almost to nil. Opium passes are being
1ssued from year to year, Sir. I can say that it is very easy for a man to get
4n opium pass now. When a man goes to the Medical Officer attached to
a tea garden he issues a pass and I can say that almost in 80 per cent. of
the cases, if the man goes to the Medical Officer of the tea garden his
chances are............

MRr. A. F. BENDALL: On a point of information, Sir, that is not the
case.
Srijur SARVESWAR BARUA : 1 say that he has 80 per cent. chances
if he applies to the tea garden Medical Officer. Many recommendations
for passes go to the Subdivisional Officer or Deputy Commissioner from the
tea garden Medical Officers and it is for this reason that the number of
opium passes is not going down.

*That the provision of Rs,24,756, under Grant No.2, major head—8—Provincial

Excise, minor head—C.—Distillerics (total) at page 42 of the Budget be reduced by Rs.2.
(To raiss a discussion regarding the appalling increase in the consumption of country

>pirits).
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In another respect also we find that the consumption of country spirit

is going up by more that} 50 per cent.—in onc year it has gone up to 56°3
per cent. That is ascribed to two causes. One is that Government
is trying to put down the illicit distillation of country spirit and the
other is said to be that the price of country spirit has been very much
lowered. Sir, we agree that we  would help Government if they would
really try to eradicate illicit distillation of liquor, In that matter we are
at one with them. We will ask them to do away with this evil by all means
possible. But, Sir, at the same time, when we find that new liquor shops
are springing up in the province, that canteens and lessce-manager shops are
being opened in different places, we are forced to think that in this matter
Government is not really for prohibition, but that their real intention is to
get as much revenue as possible by the spread of this habit among the
people. I know, Sir, shops have been opened in places_in which the drink-
ing population do not very much exist. In places in which the Hindus and
Mubammadans predominate and in places in which Mahapurushia Satras
arc in existence liquor shops have been started. In spite of protests from the
local boards and municipalities, they have not been moved from those
places. That goes to show that really the intention of Government was
to give facilities for drinking to the younger generation of people who
by their creed are prohibited from touching liquor.. Thercfore, Sir, I hope
that the House will be at one with us in condemning  this attitude of
Government in trying to spread this habit of taking liquor among the non-
drinking classes.

Mr. F. W. HOCKENHULL: Sir, we are quite content to leave the
question of prohibition with the party whose avowed object is to make pro-
hibition the rule of the province, and we have no doubt they have very

ood reasons for our moral support in many directions. But I do not think
that anything could be gained by wild and general statements entirely
unsubstantiated by facts. The statement which has just been made is well
known to all of us to be wholly at var;

Y ance with our own daily experience,
One of two things bappens: either the cooly or labourer in the tea-garden

is able to get a pass merely by applying to his Medical officer for it, which
1 can assure you, SII, 1S not the case, or in the alternative....

Sryur SARVESWAR BARUA: I can give facts and figures, Sir.

Mr. F. W. HOCKENHULL: Or in the alternative those people who
are not engaged in the tea-garden can go and get a certificate from a tea-
garden medical officer, which is beyond the bounds of possibility.

Srijur SARVESWAR BARUA: On a point of explanation, Sir.

THE Hown’LE THE SPEAKER : The hon. member should not interrupt
the speaker.

MR, F. W. HOCKENHULL: [ may say, Sir, that the hon. member
is not improving pFOP?gaﬂd?{, “{hich he wants to make, by such allegations,
Another important thing which is wholly lost sight of and which we very
well know to be a fact is the activities of the smugglers,

Srijur SARVESWAR BARUA: Ona point of information, Sir. I
want to know whether people not belonging to the labour forces and who
live outside the tea-gardens can havye certificates from the Medical Officers in
the tea-gardens ?

MR. F. w. HOCKENHULL: No, Sir.

Mavurans ABDUL HAMID KHAN :  Sir, S(31) Rstorm 34sify-
{4 ﬁf%fc-s sfiee CAIRTFNRN AT (A AL 907 ©mF 7 A5ty 3y
#farsa wig) 84 WA Weife AR (I (34 "l ) 1T @
fornBeacsa ervtl IO 507 F @07 S1T 87 13, o2l 3w CRoe
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A 2PS AR AWAMe N zyetx | g A e ARSI RIwaT
SIFTA RSfe@ A6 ez @spz I1G I3 LI AN IR gwTT
fzg 3l AaFia @sia® aff 39 v, o 3 wifFwaa @E Pl e
Stsi 284 Sigtal Stzfew stata faq) wgans =(fE A R sfas e
AT AT FAAA| fPolew 391 = f3arg g9 ar%a RS I S99 =7 g
71 g3cece, wtH I, -ﬁﬁf a2 FIfy Ytedl IF T AL, BT T, @
CFIT Aoty AR 213 %7 a1 137, A e ISAGT T4 IfpfY feog,
@ FAAAt wANEteRd wa® =y fafag faca)  FE e 4w stsix
waq §2qits, ICU wAASTepd  w3Fice @R AINABI AR facs
HifRrogAl | ST SiehAd afgl fag Amfe WiE ATV IAeNRT w1
Rfs =@ A3 S z3csce 1+ atxtNal @ SO Ffaq sinfeaz
&% frcsce 221 19T T8 5 Spot3l o3 FifE fal A AR @I AdR 3y
atz | stefeRd 313 Atenl sty wrgifes @7 |7 A wlcsig @

oizfal Afgr Ifrs WA —TFs Citdfy sfacs WA Fifaz wtan(g
arxtAvwa (438 &8s Apa AfFuAna yiy Acaz R FE@F @719 9 fog
fom naw? fofes =fedl frcsre| o =tamal o2 30 @3 Fi{ aten
weiAsl A SHEM  Farg woRt =) v, St LA (X (IR Aviag
JFi= Al WCATAT FFS T 74, @3 StfF A6W ASNAR AW Wprmyam
R FEHI 1 AT AT Ao 93 RFyd Rew ReAs sk =iy
RHEM fral STAT AN KRR w5y TFA A FEIAN At@ewn

win  faed pfAt3d ). Ff oty agaw A4 IFA1 F@R O «ifsca
ariRra @B AUFEA 357 wpapr Qe

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK: Sir, if it is only a criticism I have not
much to say on this motion, I think that the eradication of opium all at
once will be very unjust and cruel act. We know, Sir, that the creed of
Mahatma Gandhi is one of non-violence, which is the same as that of Jesus
Christ.  We know, Sir, the parable jn the Bible of the tares and wheat
growing together, and Jesus saying that the tares should mot be rooted out
until the last day. In this case afso Sir, you will see that, if you eradicate
the opium habit at once, it will mean cost of lives of thousands of people. 1t
would mean that thousands of wives would become widows and their
children orphans. How many thousands of women will become widows
and how many children will "become orphans. We have to consider all -
these things. About this opium particularly we must consider very tho-
roughly and deeply, and this House is not an ordinary House. It is com-
posed of men of good understanding, knowledge and ability and particular-
ly I have full confidence in the Hon’ble Minister who is in charge of
Excise. Before he was a Minister he was trying his level best to eradicate
‘this habit from the people and after he became Minister he has tried his
devel best to minimise the issue of passess, From the figures he has given

we are fully satisfied that the number is decreasing and that Government
F.!
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are doing their hest. I therefore oppose this motion, as Government. do
not deserve criticism nor censurc.

Mzr. NABA KUMAR DATTA: Sir, just ten years ago the Assam
Legislative Council adopted a resolution to the effect that the rations of
those below 50 years of age should be 50 regulated as to reduce the number
of consumers to nil within 10 years. We are here today to judge the opium
policy of Government during the last 10 years. The havoc that the
opium habit is causing in Assam 13 t00 well known to all. Those days have
gone when some from ulterior motives tried to talk of opium as some thing
curative and prophylactic ; we all know it and know it definitely that
opium is a dangerous poson. In E_lngl;md it is treated as poison, and it is
therefore only logical and fair that it should have been brought under the
Dangerous Drugs’ Act long ago and not to be sold without a medical pres-
cription. Sir, at the hands of some medical practitioners it might be uscful
for some medical purpose butif a man is not allowed to commit suicide
there is no reason “_’hy he should !Jc allowed ‘to kill himself through slcﬂ»'-’r
poison by taking opium. Slow. POIson 1s more dangerous more inhuman and
more cruel, When the resolution of 1927 was  accepted by Government

it was decided that the ration of those below 50 years of age should be cut
annually by ten per cent., sO that there would be no opium consumer within
the province after 10 years. I think it was too much to hope that the
opium habit would be l{pI‘OOth within 10 years under a systemn like this
The first cut was made in 1928 and in 1929 the registers were opened. 'Ihc

Deputy Commissioners were advised again to_issue temporary and perma-

nent passes to opium consumers in 1930. In 1933 the Opium Enquiry

Committec was appointed and a large n < : :
s g A ol gl oo
registers again to register these people, Thus et (o} trczﬁzgk th:
consumption of opium gas bccm;_qc more or less a farce rgm?l ling has
gone up by leaps and bounds since the cyt was miaderis Elg_ gffom
outside and the illicit _s,alc of qpium are the two main SOCt.lrc sm}lgg m%v e
the consumers get their supphcs. Inspite of an expensive Exc J rgf;ﬁ- wiish
ling and illicit sales of opjum are going on. I tl?ink that Clssc lin, cagn
only be Chqciidcgntng‘xgése itaﬁ' co-operate with the police r%lsl%gtlhg cvil
i check : : :
goﬁ?*ﬁnﬁitgis not intrgducingcctkt:d by introducing the pill system, the

his system on the pl
T : plea of expenses. To
my mind if we are determined to check this evil a little expense should not

be grudged. It was pointed out by the late lamented Sir Michacl Keane
that revenuc from op1um was not the aim of Government and that this kind
of revenue must be sacrificed. Then why not spend some portion of it to
take steps to check tgl-! evil ar:d Prevent smuggling and illicit sales ?  Sir, it
is high time that ?vcrrémtnt should realise that any further connivance
at the illicit sale of opium duc to short weight will muke them a party to the
criminal Act that is being perpetrated.
SRIUT LAKHEbVARdBAROh(i)AH :  Sir, I feel called upon by a sense
of duty to spcak a few ‘gorAS on this motion. :
Sir, the people of t 3 _Ssam‘VaI'lcy have been wondering as to whether
the opening of opium an country liquor sh9ps in the country is actually
ducive towards adyancing the cause of temperance or not. About 10
SOE e & ehis ey Council by an interpellation I asked my Hon’ble
ygarsd ‘E’cv el M. Nichols-Roy, who was then the Excise Minister, what
fn.en 1 oiicy of the Government in opening liquor and opium shops in t_hc
.“"}% _’f 1:_: P where there were 1o shops before. His answer was that the policy
g;‘L:}i:zO(;:-ovcrnment in opening liquor and opium shops in these localities
7 e acquisition of revenue buc to further the cause of temperance. Sir,

S e S

L
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10 long years have gone by and I ask the Government whether any attempt
has been made to effect temperance among the people, by adopting any
other means. After a declaration of the policy we naturally expect that the
Hon’ble the Minister of Excise should instruct his subordinates in the
districts to create a public opinion by propaganda work by holding public
meetings and mixing freely with the people to inculcate among the people
the evil effects of liquor and opium. But I do not think anything has
been done in this direction. In 1934 when my Hon’ble friend Rev. Nichols-
Roy went to Dibrugarh T asked him to hold a mass meeting and preach to
the people the evil effects of these drugs, as I thought his instructions would
have the tremendous effcct on the addicts, but unfortunately I could not get
a response from him......... s

Trae How'sre Rev J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY :  Does the hon. mem-
ber mean the time when I weat to Dibrugarh in connection with the Opium
Enquiry Committee ? .

Srijur LAKSHESVAR BARUA : Yes, Sir.

Tie Hon’sre Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Oh, Isee. 1T hope
the hon. member realises that we were very busy at the time.

Srijur LAKSHESVAR BAROOAH: AsT said, Sir, that no action has
been taken except by opening opium and liquor shops where there was none.
I join issue with the Hon’ble Minister for Excise that opening of liquor and
opium tends to decrease intcmperance. On the contrary it increases
intemperance. = :

Sir, ten years ago there wasno liquor shop at Nagaghuli  and Dangri
and there was no approved drunkenness then but since the opening of
liquor shops the drunkenness has increased by lcaps and bounds in those
areas.

KHAN BaHADUR MavLavi KERAMAT ALI : .Is not the hon. member
also a member of the Dibrugarh Local Board and did not the Local Board
approve of this ?

Srijur LAKHESVAR BAROOAH : But I was not a party to that, I
did not approve of the opening of liquor shops in those places. = So, Sir, I
again warn that the opening of liquor shops has tended to create intemper-
ance amongst the people and as such the policy deserves censure. With
these words I support the mot on

Srijur RAJENDRA NA ['H BARUA : Two cut motions® Nos. 11 and
15 stand in my name and T take this opportunity to speak on them for a
few minutes, because there would be no need of moving those motions.

Sir, I would only criticise the Government policy with regard to liquor.
I will just point out to the hon. members here that since 1st April 1937, as
many as 11 liquor shops, including 7 lessee manager shops, have been
opened in the province and licenses have been issued to two foreign liquor
shops. In reply to my question No. 603, Government have said that the
opening of the shops was sanctioned prior to that date, i.e.,. Ist April 1937,
That shows the present Government do not like to take the responsibility of
modifying the action of their predecessors. Sir, if we refer to the figures of
the last few years we find that since the year 1933-34 the consumption has
greatly increased and every year we find an increase of some 2 lakhs in reve-
nue from this source excepting in the year 1934-35. I wish to draw the atten-

3(1) That the provision of Rs. 2,51,386 under grant No. 2, Major Head—8— e
Excise, Minor Head—B—District Exccutive Establishment (£otaljl, at paggg 4§r°§§m§1
Budget be reduced by Rs.86. e

(To criticise Government’s excise policy with regard to the opening u
shops and the maintenance of shops against the wishes of the local people.)

(2) That the total provision of Rs.4,57,700, under Grant No. 2, Major Head
vincial Excise, at page 39 of the Budget be reduced by Rs.100. ; —8—Pro-

(To criticise the policy of Government for opening new count
lessee manager shops, Foreign liquor shops, since 1st April 1937.)

P of new liquor

ry spirit shops, Canteens,
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tion of the hon. members whether this is a policy of prohibition or a policy
of progressive enhancement of revenue on the part of Government ‘r.’d
we shall see that if this policy of Government be continued. like thlfi,
vithin 20 years we all might be addicted to this drink habit (laughter) ’,‘&
there might be a time when we shall have a drinking brawl with the Hon’ble
Minister (laughter). :
Srijur KRISHNA NATH SARMA : Sir, I have also two® cut motl[? o
Nos. 4 and 6 standing in my name and I therefore would like to say 2 c“:;
words on this motion. In criticising  the excise policy of (:,‘ovcrnm?]l}
[ do not wish to go into the question of a few officials. I do realise that t :;S
Department is an eye-sore to the public. We keep a huge staff at the heass
JUArters at a great cost to the people. They always dream of Sm“gg!l.ng[;
they are rewarded for detecting cases of smuggling and therc is 2 Prowf’lo
0 reward officers and outsiders, They do their duty and they always ]"‘?CE
the Government informed that smuggling is going on in an cxtcnﬁl\{
cgle cverywhere. People are taking opium without license and t cn:
number is legion, - Neither the smugglers nor the unregistered consumcr
could be detected, They are passing sleepless nights. They want mo;c
ari;;y to c;rry On a secret service as well as to reward their own men M -
thCms:I\s;’ ut the fac't remains that the biggest smuggling is done ible
G bFs and the excise staff are the arch smugglers. They are 1'cspool'!-"hort
o, he '88est annual smuggling of 1,770 seers of opium saved by S ed
::rllg t by opium vendors and the same is sold to 8 to 9 thousand unrcngt:;m’
2 UmieTs, Vit the secret service is helpless to detect their own 3.?613“
any are of opinion that the excise staff are in the pay of the Maha ar.
chty -‘Z-irc sleeping partners of the huge smuggling of 1,770 scers 3 Ycinslt
G sterday a censure motion was carried without a division 382 an
: o:;r;mcnt for corruption in the adminis‘ration of justice. If there 1:;0“\'-
chZI o Of{ruptlon rfampant, it is in the Excisc Department and with the B
|m§ e dovcrnmcnt. Itis thereforc high time to stop this lcg” ling
cnt%gs. gl?gn Sté’P all opium shops which are hot-beds of opium SMUgs
Tre Hows, ody is responsible for............ .. of informa-
ion. Did the oy = J-J- M. NIGHOLS-ROY:  On a point of inforees
ol ¢ hon. member mean to say that it is high time t0 leg
ImUgeing and stop Government shops ? :
NA NATH SARMA : It is high time to stop all opiu™
ed that 1,770 seers of opium are smuggled annually and
llsar}xlc_l unregistered consumers. So it is the duty of
p_this,
BLE REv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Where does he get

shops. It is admitt
sold to about 9 thg
Government to stq
THE Hon?
this figure ?

SRUUT KRISHNA NATH SARMA: This is in the report of the

Opium Enquir . A T ir=-
man. ( Laug};t:;)(_]ommlttce of which the Hon’ble Minister was the Chail

it to o082 Maurav SAYIDUR RAHMAN :  This motion has been
orought to criticise the excise policy of Government. I think the pOl:;g

?f Govcmmcnt has been adopted long ago and what I leard

e

(1) That the . 5 sncial
: . Provision of R. er Grant No. 2, Major Head—8—Provin¢
2 M 1 of Rs.12,250 und > 2
sztt:zlniféd I—Il::f:;ll._..ﬂcad_‘n—'nistrict Exccutive Establishment, Sub-head—4—Contingencics,
ye refused Tewards to outsiders in Excise and opium cases, at page 41 of the Budgeh

(2) That the Provis; jor Head—8.—Provincial
R 2 ion of Rs. der Grant No. 2, Major Hea ——trovi
2xcise, Minor Head- B. I;jiltlé?:tggzgcu]:ir:,rccg‘,stab!ishmcnt: Sub-head—3.—Allowances and

Tonoraria, Detailog head—rewards to Government servants in Excise and opium cases at
age 41 of the Budger, be refused
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introductory speech delivered by the Hon’ble Rev. Nichols-Roy that the policy
remains the same. The only question is whether the pelicy that has becn
followed has produced the desired result or not. Our quarrel is not with
the policy itself but with the amount of effect it has produced. Now, I think,
the policy that was adopted 10 years back had received a set-back on
account of the circumstances over which, I believe, Government had no
control. Firstly, this smuggling is going on, - Government have appointed
preventive staff to stop this smuggling but they have not been able to do so.
Secondly, the habit of the people have not changed. I think no amount of
legislation can extirpate this pernicious habit, or make the province dry,
unless temperance propaganda is carried on by agencies other than officials.
If we fail to preach temperance and bring people to a better state, I do not
think any amount of legislation will be able to produce the desired result.
It has heen said that liquor shops have been opened in many places ; but I
think that is with a view to prevent illicit distillation of liquor. Who is
responsible for the increase in the drinking habit of the people? If the people
do not get licit supply, they must have recourse to illicit supply. There are
a large number of cases detected of illicit distillation, and I think Govern-
ment were justified in opening some shops in the tea gardens. (Hear, hear),
We are in a vicious circle, We always criticise the policy = of Go_vcrn-
ment ; !)L.lt.we are doing nothing ouiselves to reform the people. It is no
use criticising the policy of Government and making general statements and
sweeping rematks.  We are here, Sir, to consider ways and means as to how
we can achieve the desired end, :

Now, I think, apart from the policy,—the policy is quite clear—, there
are some defects in the manper TR s policy is being carried out.
Though Government haye not been able to stop smuggling or minimise
other abuses, it may be gye to the defect of the authoritics that control 1he
administration of the Department. There was a motion here that the post
of the Commissioner should be abolished. I am sorry I cannot be at one

14 thic mover in thj fthe Commissioner is essen-
i : 1n thi T ost of the Ls
tially necessary if the § Tespect. he p

: is to be carried out. But
the question is aboyy thlci,mhi?liso‘:)f e?ogf r:l}:z”gommissioncr. What sort of
pfﬁccrs do we want ? Wepwa I tn 5 very strong officer at tllxc _hclm who
instead of being led by dist:'icai o{ﬁtz:rs should lead the district officers
whg have got mettle and courage and a strong backbone to carry out the
policy, I'mean, the Spirit of the policy to its fullest extent. e
010 the circumstances. I cannot support the motion asit stands, but
I do hope that the Ministry’ will take note of the abuses that grc still going
onin the manner that js complained of, in carrying outifncop ohcy,‘ax}d
:"111 do _their best to gee that the habit disappears from the province within
IC; ona . .
i B . i AMAT ALL: S, 101927  resluion
Was passed op the floor of this Hall by the late Council to the effect that
steps shoylq be taken to eradicate the opium habit from amongst the people
?éatt?;oﬁfgam Valley districts within 10 Ycarj fjoﬂﬁ&t}}s;cgiiil{ j;t ‘ti‘:s t‘t‘l‘;:
e 10 y V. J-J- o .
Ve in charge tnd shen he was beginning 2 tkestcp to give et o
that resolution fortuzgt lv. or unfortunately, he had to make room for his
SUCCESSOT,  Fo ' o c Yﬁis successor was in charge of this department,
It has been ghtls saic}iyc]:'rs friend Mr. Sarveswar Barua that if for these
eight years Necessary st S}'ng:: taken, perhaps we would have seen the end
of this habit amongythc Peo elc Thc’present Ministry has not yet been ah]e
to take action i, the wap th{}:y -ma.y want to do. We asresponsible memberg
of the Houge should g);vc them ~a chance and sec what steps they take 1q
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eradicate the habit. Therefore, I would request my friend to withdraw this
motion to give the Ministry a chance to scc what they do.

: Mavravi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY VIDYA-
BINODE: Asa Muslim I shall be failing in my duty if I do not support
the motion moved by my friend. Everyonc knows that liquor is Haram
i.c., prohibited to be taken according to our holy Quoran, as well as it is our
Prophet’s injunction not to take opium and liquor. With these few words,
I support the motion.

MavLavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY': Sir, before we go
to criticise the policy of Government I think, asa citizen, we have got a duty
and responsibility too. Itis only yesterday that we discussed about the con-
duct of certain Sub-Deputy Collector in the realisation of the Agricultural
loans. The Hon’ble Minister wanted specific instances, but we failed to
give any. Before we criticise the policy of Government we are to ascertain
first whether we are in a position to pick out names, and to give them some
data, and some materials; otherwise we cannot make Government liable.

I think we can by a vote close down certain officers, but we cannot after
all eradicate the habit by a single vote because it is known as the sccond
nature of men. I think, I had rather pleasure to go through this opium
Committee report, and I found thatin the course of last few years there h:}s
been some reduction in the number of opium consumers, i.c., from 90,000 it
has come to 40,000. Out of this 40,000, over 30,000 are above fifty. So prac-
tically within the next few years these people may die and then the number
will come to 10,000 only. This is a matter on which we should be }'athcr
reasonable and practical. Opposition to the Ministry is not alw.ys desirable.
We must see first whether they are reasonable or not. We have got our duty,
and responsibility both to the country 2as well as to Government because
itis a popular Government. So, I think, we should abide by the decision
of the Ministry when they are reasonable. Sir, no specific instance of corrup-
tion have been mentioned. If anybody can give any specific instance that
an Excise Officer or a Superintendent has given indulgence or shelter to any
undesirable person in illegal encourgement, then the Government can take
immediate action. If we point out the specific Instance............ooormetrtrmes

Mz=. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Itis confidential.

Mz. C. GOLDSMITH : Sir, this motion is to criticize the Excise
policy of “Government. Sir, Wwe understand from the figures that have
been supplied that the policy that was adopted by the former Government
has been adhered to, and the progressive reduction in the consumption of
opium has been made. We understand that in 1929 the number of opium
consumers were 83 thousand and now it has been reduced to 40 thousand.
Among these there are old men above 50 and there are those who are get-
ting license through medical officers.  Now, Sir, it shows clearly that that
policy is operating, but that that policy is counteracted by several things
One is by people who get opium through medical officers by wrong prescrip-
tions ; the second is by short weight ; and the third is by smuggling.
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Now, to get rid of wrong prescriptions given by medical officers I think
the Ministry ought to take steps so that wrong prescriptions may not be
given.. Then comes short weight ; Ministry should give assurance that
they will take measures to see that short weight is not given in future.

Thirdly, comes smuggling. It is admitted on all hands that smuggling
is prevalent in Assam—many of the hon. speakers have said so. If that
be the fact, that is something serious to tackle with. Now, if by legisiation
liquor shops are abolished, opium is not imported at all into Assam, excise
officers go, and all the things of legislation are done, and thq curtain is
lifted and if you find Assam is still in the habit of addicting to opium, then
legislation has no effect and it becomes a difficult factor. Wt? can rcs:lucc the
number of excise officers, take away the liquor shops, prohibit the lmporta-
tion of opium, but the fact is whether the opium habit can be eradicated
or not. If after doing all these things, the curtain is lifted and itis scen that
Assam is still in the habit of taking opium, then it is a very sad thing for
Assam, and Government will, in the Jast resort, say that smuggling is the
only thingto be tackled with. In this connection I say, Sir, smuggling
i3 an evil and Government should take every steps to eradicate this evil.
Government is not powerless. In Bengal anarchism prevailed ; anarchism
is an evil. The all powerful British Government took steps to do away with
this evil, and now they are satisfied that anarchism in Bengal has almost
passed away. The all powerful British Government ought to be powerful
cnough to do away with smuggling in Assam. Now the question is that the
Assam Government—the present Ministry—will have to take steps to com-
bat smuggling to its extremec limit. Many things will come in the way,
people will be harassed, they will have to meet inconveniences, but the
present Ministry must be prepared to go to the last limits. Then, Sir,
there will be some difficulty, and some objection in this respect. Government
will say that there are other people, say a certain class of people, who come
into Assam from outside and smuggle opium. Now, after all, if there can
be a Line System for the Mymensingh people in Assam, similarly there
should be a Line System for these people who come to smuggle opium in
Assam.  We should do everything to achieve our purpose, so that there may
be a ban on these people, because opium is an evil, and smuggling is

~another evil.  Assam will not tolerate these.

Re .511', the motion is to criticize the policy of Government, but the present
Ministry came into office only a few months back, and we cannot expect

them to do it within this short time. Therefore we want an assurance from

_the present Ministry that steps will be taken to eradicate the evils that

.are taking place. et them say ““ we are prepared to eradicate smuggling
in this manner », Government should come forward with a clear-cut

E::i)r(x I’1i"‘}§léis assurance is forthcoming, I think the motion should be with-
o rese i : ;
policy that Wal: purI;:: Ministry has not had a hand in the matter, in the

s ed by the previous Government. Let us see what the
_présent Minist P ; . d _ )
combat'srnugglirgg’ ‘-:101:-;- If they fail to pursue this policy, if they fail to

THE Hown’sre Rr-;v?w shall have to look for other remedies.

" been very convenient if J.J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Sir, it would have

: .1t I each of the questions regarding opium, liquor and
f,‘;’g:'al‘;fdrefm discussed scpa.ra_telg, but since the discussions in this House

et C:‘lz;ed to these 3 different things it will take me some time to
-gfttcrs € hon: members the position of Government in these

First of a]l, I must t
Government on these
stated in the House ¢

hank all those hon. members who have criticized
Points, and who have also made some suggestions, and
ertain facts regarding the excise staff, and some other
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matters,. And I give the assurance, Sir, that we shall study all these
suggestions and take into account all that the hon. mcmber:', }_mvc stated.

I think, after all, that we have no difference of opinion in reality.
Our aim is the same, our object is the same and we all want, no
doubt, to bring total prohibition to this province. The only qucstion is
about the methods that we are to adopt in order to reach our goal. If
we adopt a method which will be suicidal, we shall in the end be rediculed
by the future generation : and if we adopt a method that will bring us to
success we shall be bringing a blessing on thousands of people in th1§ country.
That is the only difference between the different members of this House.
I do not think there is any one in this House who wants to keep up or
encourage all these evil habits in the country and I for one am very anxious
to sec that all these vices arc wiped away from Assam. But as the respon-
sibility has rested upon this Government, and I am a member of that
Government, it is my cuty Lefore God ar}d man to see that we ado.t
such methods that will actually bring a blessing to this coxintr_y, that will
lead us to our goal, and that we should not bc_ hasty. For 1'f we are too
much in a hurry without thinking of the difficulties, we shall fail miserably
and be sorry for our action.

Now, I come to the question of opium. The policy is not the policy
of the past Government. Itis the policy of the old legislature after a
discussion of about 14 years in the House. I was the first man, who in
1921 moved a resolution on this. Since then, I have been very much
interested in the opium problem. The last Government, I believe, did
follow the policy to a great extent, i.e., the policy that was enuniciated by
the Legislative Council in the year 1927 in a resolution moved by one of
the Members of the Swaraj Party at the time namely Srijut Hati Barua,
and the policy, which this Government is fo

llowing now, is the policy
enunciated by that House, by the representatives of the people after a lon

discussion of several years and examination of all facts and figures. So it

is not the policy of this Government only. There have been certain changes
in details, I do not den

! y- But in regard to details we want the co-operation
of this House by means

of suggestions and this Government will fully
examine them and follo

St w them as far as practicable.
The policy is that all those

consumers who are above 50 years of age
should be given rations and these rations should be continued until they die,
In the case of consumers below 50 years of age the ration would be cut by 10
per cent. and after ten years from the time that this policy was started the

consumers who are below 50 years of age would have no more licences
save under medical certific

ur ates given by the Medical officers of the rank
of Civil Surgeons and Assistant Surgeons. That is the policy we are
following.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED :—That policy is a failure,
THE How’sLe REv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : That policy is not a
failure. It is a success, at least in so far th

atit has discouraged the younger
generation from taking to the habit, and that it has also reduced the number

of opium consumers from ninety thousand to forty thousand. It has
reduced consumption from thirty thousand seers to 8,900 scer (hear haar).
It has reduced the revenue derived from the taxation on this vicc’ from
Rs. 39 lakhs to Rs. 12,65,000 (hear, hear). And, what did this policy do last
year ? We had on the registers of Government about 46,000 opium
consumers ; and on the Ist April 1937, we haye only 40,000 consumers
the remaining 6,000 are thrown out of the register in one year. This policy
is a very sane policy. But we have got to tackle our great encmy, namely,
smuggling.

)
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Sir, there arc some gentlemen who think that the ration of these opium
eonsumers who arc above 50 years of age should be cut instead of cutting the
rations of those below the age of 40. The old council and the Members of
the Opium Enquiry Committee did not think in this way. They thought
it better to leave these old men who have been addicted all their life
to carry on until they die; because, it was considered to be unreasonable from
all standpoints to punish them and cause a great distress to them in their old
age. There is another problem regarding them. If you throw out of the rolls
40,000 or 35,000 men, they will be in the hands of smugglers who will
supply them with opium and this, instead of helping us to wipe out the habit,
- will help to increase the habit in the country. This will mean that all these
people may go about like hawkers of the smugglers from house to house and
distribute opium. I have heard that that is actually being done even now in
the Lakhimpur district, at least in the Dibrugarh area.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: How far have Government
been successful in controlling successfully and what is their position in
comparison with that of other provinces in India ?

Tue Hown’sie Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : In that regard I
have got some figures to place before the House.

M=. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : Are these 40 thousand con-
sumers of opium mentioned by the Hon’ble the Minister all over 50 years
of age ?

T%IE Hon’sLe REv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : No, not all over 50 years.

ing to speak about that.

I am Ng;);,gSir, I:cn years time has not been finished for we began in 1928
when I was Minister of Excise. From that time up till now we have carried
on for about nine years and on the ls_t April 1938 several thousz_mds of these
consumers according to this policy_ will be thro“.,rn out of thc' register, as their
passes would be cancelled. “Therein we are taking a great risk, and probably
some 7,000 to 9,000 may be thrown out of the register then, who will then
be still below the age of 50 years. Only those people who are on 'the
registers and who are 50 years of age and above will be supplied with opium.

Now if any hon. member considers the fact that there is smuggling in
Assam, and that cannot be denied in the face of the figures I shall give, he
will see that there is a great risk for several thousan‘ds of people who have been
thrown out of the register will still be having their opium from smugglers.

Smuggling will be going on and these people will get tbeu‘ rations from
them. What will be the consequence then ? I fear that in 10 years any
Government that may take up the administration will find themselves in
difficulty and they may have to re-register agein the oplum consumers in
order to control the habit. I say, Sir, as practical men, we must work to-
gether. I invite my hon. friends to give Government any suggestions. We
are not bound by anything else than the question of whatdmcthods _should
be adopted to enable us to reach our goal. We are preparce to be guided by
any considerations that may be practical. It Is nota question or'lly of wip-
ing out the shops that are controlled by Government, b_ut it 1s the ques-
tion of wiping out the habit from the country and delivering our fellow-men

the habit.
ﬁ-oml\Imv, Sir, 1 will tell the hon. House regarding the amount of
smuggling in Assam. If there had been no smuggling, there would have
been no question or complaint of the officers b(:mg_ bribed. ':['hat there is
smuggling we cannot deny, and I am partiy_ constrained to bc}xevc the state-
ment of some hon. members regarding bnbery and corruption. But this
Government will be thankful to any one who will help wus in our attempt
to stop smuggling and corruption by giving us the names of any smuggler



952

or of any bad officcr and by giving evidence in the court. If this House

will pass an Act that this kind of cases should be dealt with summarily by .

the Minister, I shall be very glad to act up to it. el !

Mz. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Cannot the Criminal Investiga-
tion Department keep a watch over this ? 2

Tue Hon’sLe Rev. J.J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: According to the
opium Act the Police can also arrest offenders under the Act.

As regards the cxtent of smuggling, Sir, in the year 1927-28 there were 31
cases of smuggling, and in 1936-37, 136 cases. The nu_m.bcr of detccted cases
in Assam is greater than the number in any other province o.f Ipd.la_. I'_Icrc
is the statement, Sir: “To what extent the volume of traffic in illicit opium
has grown in the province of Assam can be Judgcc! from the fact (t;m.t during
the calendar year 1935 the number of prosecutlons'undcr_tl:l’c gum A(;I
came up to as many as 325, the highest for the year in India a:kc itu!‘ sma
staff is not so inefficient, Sir, as some hon. members want to m 2 ) e

Sryur KRISHNA NATH SHARMA: May I know wha
quantity of opium seized in 1935-36 ?

THE HOIE)’BLE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: It was 1 maund 35
seers and 13 chitaks in 1935-36. .

I want to refer also, Sir, to another difficulty which Government
bas to meet in regard to smuggling cases. Hereis the case of a forcigner,
whose name is known to everybody because his case has come out in the
papers, namely, Jagannath Hedda. He was arrested for the possession of
opium of about 3 scers. This case went to the Magistrate. We would
have expected the Magistrate to give him the severest punishment, but to
our great disappointment the Magistrate fined him Rs. 1,000 .only and
sentenced him to half a day’s imprisonment. That accused right in front of
the court took out Rs.1,000 from his pocket and gave it to the court. We
appealed to the High Court, but the High Court upheld the judgment of
the Magistrate (laughter). People think, Sir, that the mighty G:ovcrnmcnt
can do 2ll these things.” I would request the House, Sir, to give us the
power of a dictator (cheers). 3
ks fTHE Hon’sLe THE SPEAKER: The Hon’ble Minister should be

rief.

Tae Hon’sLE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: The policy then, Sir,
is this that the opium consumers below the ageof 50 will get no more
passes from next year on the ground of addiction. Next year the passes will
remain only with those consumers who are above the age of 50 and these
men will gradually disappear, probably in ten years more. By that time,
Sir, the problem of opium in Assam would have been over so far as treasury
opium is concerned and the persons who are in the register of Govern.-
ment. But my only fear, is the danger of smuggling in the country which
is going on at a very rapid rate. And any Government that will take our
place will have to deal with it, and it will be very difficult for anybody to
deal with that, without increasing the excise staff. Instead of decreasing we
must increase the excise staff in order to enable Government to control
smuggling, Without that, the habit will not be eradicated but will
increase,

Now, Sir, about the pill form.

Tue Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER: How much longer is the Hon'ble

Minister going to take ?
Tue Hon’sre Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: I will request you,

Sir, for a little more time. Thisis a very big problem, and if you cannot '

give me some time, I cannot deal with so many points that have been
raised.,

£
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As regards opium in ‘pill form, I am thankful to my hon. frienq
Mr. Dutta who has brought to my notice the question of opium pills.
also very much interested in it. When I was a Minister before, w
mined the question whether opium in pill forms could be introduced
After that, the previous Government also did their best to write ¢
Government of India and the Government of India said there were so
many difficulties and they were trying to get the other provinces to try
opium in pill form.

Mr., NABA KUMAR DATTA: Is ita fact that some Opium wag
distributed in pill form ?

ToE Hon’BLE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Yes. The Govern-
ment of India sent some pills and they we distributed, and they seemed tq
be quite satisfactory. But afterwards I think, the Government of Ingi, said
they could not spend any mere money to manufacture them becayge e
demand of the Assam Government would be only for a few Years, and jp
that case there was no necessity to spend so much money for machinery for
the sake of Assam only, while the other provinces did not take jt, think
in the previous years the Assam Government tried to manufacture pills in e
Pasteur Institute but the opium was very soft and it was ngt Successfi}
Then one gentleman from Standard Drugs and Company, Calcut, wanteq
to manufacture pills and he was given some opium. He Manufactyreq
some pills but they were objectionable and were found to pe
cessful. -

Mr. NABA KUMAR DATTA: Is ita fact that he was not paid for
it ? i

Tue Hon’sie Rev. J.J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: That I do ney know
These negotiations were made by the previous Government, T :
manufactured by this gentleman were found to l?c unsuccessful becayse i
could not be manufactured at the standard weight. Then CorreSPOndcncy
went on with the Gazipur Factory but_ :}Il the negotiations were Stopped 33
1936. But I say, Sir, there is a possibility of re-opening the questioy, aga;n
with that factory. If they can manufacture pills we shall be very glad ang
we shall re-examine the whole question.

Then with regard to short weight. We shall do all that we cap it ths
direction and if any hon. members will co-operate with us ang give ‘:3
specific instances we shall take drastic action in this matter. : 3

With regard to staff, if the hon. mcr_nbcrs will PGIP us in thl!g Mmatter We
shall be very glad. 1If they help us not simply by cm]?% vague stanceg op
corruptions in this House but by giving C‘“de“‘}gl clore the Coypy aboyy
what they know and help Government by all possible ways, thep Govern
ment will be ve rateful. =

Then abou:yli%uor, I am very thankful to the hon, membey fro
Dibrugarh. : P ™

THE Hon’sLe THE SPEAKER : The Hon’ble Minister’s tin,

Iam
€ exa-
here,
0 the

he pills

T € is
Tue Hon’sLe THE SPEAKER : The question is that the prwi?.;
Rs.22,994 under Grant No.2, Major head— 8.—Provincial Excjge 0 of

]

head—A.—Superintendence, Sub-head—1.—Pay of Officers, Detaileq heg Nor
Commissioner of Excise, at page 40 of the Budget, be reduced by RS-IOodH‘
The House divided with the following result :— .

Ayes—43 Nocs____SG
1. Mr. Arun Kumar Chanda. 1. Kumar Ajit Narayay Dey
2. Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee. 2. Babu Akshay Kumay Das.
3. Srijut Beliram Das, 3. Srijut Jogendra Nara, .

4. Babu Bipin Behari Das, 4. Babu Kalachand R, Ll Mandaln

y.
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Ayes—A43 (concld.) Noes—56 (contd.)
5. Srijut Bipin Chandra Medhi. 5. Dr. Mahendra Nath Saikia.
6. Babu Dakshina Ranjan Gupta 6. Mr. Naba Kumar Datta.
Chaudhuri. 7. Srijut Purandar Sarma.

7. Srijut Debeswar Sarmabh. 8. The Hon’ble Srijut Rohini Ku-
8. Srijut Ghanasyam Das. mar Chaudhuri.

9. Srijut Gaurikanta Talukdar. 9. Maulavi Abdul Aziz. :
10. Srijut Gopinath Bardoloi. 10. Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhuri.
11. Srijut Haladhar Bhuyan. 11. Khan Bahadur Hazi Abdul Majid

Chaudhu- Chaudhury.
L Farcndra Nerayam 12. Maulavi Abdur Rahman.

13. Maulavi Md. Abdus Salam.

14. The Hon’ble Maulavi Md. Ali
Haidar Khan.

15. Maulavi Dewan Ali Raja.

16. Maulavi Muhammad Amiruddin.

17. Maulavi Muhammad Amjad Ali.

ri.

13. Srijut Jadav Prosad Chaliha.
14. Srijut Jogendra Chandra Nath.
15. Srijut Jogendra Nath Baru_a.
16. Srijut Jogeschandra Gohain.
17. Srijut Kameswar Das.

18. Babu Kamini Kumar Sen.

19. Babu K i ’ 18. Maulavi Badaruddin Ahmcd..
20. N?r.uKecEll;?rlrlxil Sl;?z?h}}r;lnn]:{ S 19. Khan Bahadur Dewan Eklimur
21. Srijut Krishna Nath Sharma. Roza Chaudhury.

22. Babu Rabindra Nath Aditya. 20. Mau[avi. Ghyasudd_in Ahmed.
23. Srijut Lakhesvar Borooah. 21. Maulavi Jahanuddin Ahmed.

24. Babu Lalit Mohon Kar. 22. Khan Bahadur Maulavi Keramat

25. Srijut had . Ali. :

26. Sig:jt hh&i:hia éﬁasﬂgagom. 23. Khan Bahadur Maulavi Mahmud
Ali.

27. Srijut Omeo Kumar Das. : :
28. Srijut Paramananda Das. 924. Maulavi Mabarak AL.

29. Rai Bahadur Promode Chandra 25.Khan Sahib Maulavi Mudabbir
Dutt. Hussain Chaudhuri.

30. Srijut Purna Chandra Sarma. 26. Khan Bahadur Maulavi Mufizur

31. Srijut Rajani Kanta Barooah. Rahman. .

32. Srijut Rajendra Nath Barua. 27. Maulavi Munawwarali.

33. Srijut Sankar Chandra Barua. 28. Maulavi Muzarrof Ali Laskar.‘

34. Srijut Sarveswar Barua. 29. Maulavi Namwar Ali Barbhuiya.

35. Babu Shibendra Chandra Biswas. 30. Maulavi ’Na.zu'uddm .Ahrqct_:l.

36. Srijut Siddhi Nath Sarma. 31. The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir

37. Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan Muhammad Saadulla. :

38. Maulavi Abdul Matin Chaudhury.32. Khan  Sahib  Maulavi Sayidur

B d Ah- Rahman.
338 }Vé:ll)m&hlzsxévﬁﬁry?duhamma 33. The Hon’ble Shams-ul-Ulama

i i lana Abu Nasr Md. Waheed
40. Mr. Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed. Mau X
41. M;ulavi Muhammad Magbul Hus-34. Col. A. B. Beddow.
sain Chaudhury. 35. Mr. A. F. Bendall.
42. Maulavi Matior Rahman Mia. 36. Mr. J. R. Clayton

: lavi Shei Ali Sada- 37. Mr. W. R. Faull.
20 R 05 My W Fléming,

39. Mr. B. I. Barry.

40, Mr. F. W. Hockenhull.

41, Mr. D. B. H. Moore.

42. Mr. R. A. Palmer.

43. Miss Mavis Dunn.

44. Mr. Benjamin Ch, Momin,

45" Srijut Bhairab Chandra Das.

46. Srijut Bedeshi Pan Tanti.

47. Srijut Binode Kumar J. Sarwan,
48, Srijut Dhirsing Deuri.

a
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Noes—56 (concld.)
5 49. Rev. L. Gatphoh.
50. Mr. C. Goldsmith.
51. Mr. Jobang D. Marak.
52. The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M.
. Nichols-Roy.
53. Srijut Karka Dalay Miri.
| 54. Mr. P. Parida.
| 55. Srijut Rabi Chandra Kachari.
| 56. Srijut Rupnath Brahma.
| Ayes being 43 and Noes 56 the motion was lost.

Sryjur MAHI CHANDRA BORA: Sir, I beg to move that the
provision of Rs.3,250 under Grant No. 2, Major head—8.— Provincial Ex-
cise, Minor head—B.—District Lxccutive Establishment, Sub-head—4.—
Contingencies, Detailed head—Miscellancous contract contingencies, at
page 41 of the Budget, be reduced by Re.1. : :

D Sir, the intention of moving this motion is to raise a discussion regard-

f ing the abolition of the use of ganja. Sir, this insidious weed—hemp slowly

i but surely destroys a man’s reasons and ultimately brings him to a state of
utter ruin and living death. Sir, for the purpose of Government revenue,
the sale of this stuff cannot be allowed as it has a most disastrous and bane-
ful effect on the physical and mental powers of man. Sir, Col. Buttley

’ who was till lately Inspector-General of Civil Hospitals in U. P. has
said in his report which was published in 1936 that the habit of smoking
ganja is one of the primary causes of insanity in the province.

Tue Hon’sLe THE SPEAKER : Order, order. In the previous motion, I
think, the policy of Government with regard to ganja was fully discussed.

- If the hon. member wants to discuss further about the use of ganja, he
can take part in the other motion.

Sriujr MAHI CHANDRA BORA : I think, so far as the question
of ganja is concerned, it was not discussed in all its details in the previous
motion.

Tue Hon’sre THE SPEAKER : I think the question of garnja was also
raised and discussed. It would not be proper to allow the same question to
be discussed twice.

. (The cut motion was not allowed to be moved.)
‘ Then comes in the motion* in the name of Srijut Krishna Nath Sharma.
‘L This motion includes a very substantial amount of Rs.1,35,000. 1 think,
this is not in order. Then comes the motion** of Srijut Kameswar Das.
This motion does not include any substantial sum. He wants to discuss
about the policy of giving special pays.
Then motion No.16 stands in the name of Srijut Krishna Nath Sharma.

This motion is, of course, for the reduction of the main grant of Rs.1,35,000.
If the hon. mover likes, he can move this.

®(1) Srijut KRISHNA NATH SHARMA: That the total provision of Rs.4,57,700
- under Grant No. 2, at page 39 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs.1,35,000.
(To raise a discussion regarding total prohibition of opium.)
®0(2) Srijut KAMESWAR DAS: That the total provision of Rs. 4,57,700 under
Grant No' 2, Major Head—8 —Provincial Excise, at page 39 of the Budget, be reduced by
Rs.3,960. .

- {To raise a discussion regarding refusal of the special pay of the Excise Commissioner,
Superintendent and the 3 Excise Inspectors who are now drawing the same.)
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Srijur KRISHNA NATH SHARMA: 1 beg to move that the
provision of Rs.1,35,000 under Grant No. 2, Major hcad—8.—Provincial
Excise—Minor head—E—Cost of opium supplicd to the Provincial Excise
Department, at page 39 of the Budget, be refused.

_ Sir, in refusing this grant I draw the attention of the House to the
seriousness of opium poisoning. When opium is considered as a dangerous
poison to the Chinese, to the Europeans and to other eastern nations why
it is considered as a saviour of life to the people of Assam. When medical
men declare opium as killer of all virtues in men, why they certify opium
to be absolutely necessary for the preservation of health of the people of
Assam, Is it the greed for moncy that has cast all the principles of
humanity to the winds. While the Government of India could sacrifice
annually 9-96 crores of opium revenue to save the Chinese and other Eastern
nations, why they cannot forego 1,135,000 rupees to save people under their
own charge. Is it due to fact that, China had declared several opium
wares and declined to purchase the dangerous drug and forced the Govcr:.x—
ment of India to give up the immoral trade or the Government of India
forego their income out of their love for humanity ? Our people have
fought crusades after crusades and have filled the Assam jails, Yet
Government have not cared to stop this habit. :

Sir, yesterday, our Chief Minister told us in reply to my question that
the Government of India get from petrol and kerosene alone 157 lakhs and
30 lakhs from income-tax and supertax and in addition to jute export duty
the Government of India annually get more than two crores of rupees and
as an act of gratefulness for this, are they forcing upon us this in.hu.ma.n %ﬂd
immoral traffic to poison our people ? The Government of India is robbing
:the infant province of Assam of its mother’s milk and supplying poison 1t
its place.

Sir, I charge the Government of India for their determination to carry
on the immoral traffic and thereby aid and abet the slow poisoning gf our
people. I charge the Government of Assam for their impotency in not
being able to resist this immoral source of revenue. Sir, at page 47 of the
Government of Assam Enquiry Report we are told that.........

Tre Hox’srLE THE SPEAKER : Order, order. I would draw the
attention of the hon. member to the fact that he should try to show that
the cost of opium supplied to the provincial excise department is not
necessary instead of criticising it. He has brought in the motion for refu-
sing the grant and he should show why this amount should be refused.

Srijur KRISHNA NATH SHARMA : At page 47 of the Govern-
ment of Assam Enquiry Report it is stated ¢ that in (considering the future
opium policy of the Government, the question of opium revenue can be
left out of account.” If the question of opium revenue can be left out of
account, what other consideration prevent us from taking recourse to total
prohibition of this dangerous drug at once. .

Kuan Bamapur Mauvravi KERAMAT ALIL: The same thing has been
discussed, Sir,

Tue Hon’sre THE SPEAKER :  The hon. member should show how
this economy is necessary. ;

Sryjur KRISHNA NATH SHARMA : They have stated that opium
revenue can be left out of account. Only question 18 a plea of smuggling _of
illicit opium. I quote the opinion of our Excise Minister, the then Chair-
man of the Opium Enquiry Committee, at page 56 which is as follows:—
* Radical step taken now with a bold declaration of the Government to
Punish severely those who, are in possession of any form of opium and who
€at opium without pass and to deport all forcigners who may be convicted
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of smuggling. Strict measures will now  eradicate the evil 1
ling L me il more
If we strike it now, it will fulfil our object.”’ guickly;
TrE Hon'BLE THE SPEAKER : The hon. member i
s ; e UK n. member 1s to )
this item is to be omitted. : . KRN why
Sryur KRISHNA NATH SHARMA : Sir, my point is that the
(;:ove?nmcn‘t.of India has deprived us of our legitimate claim. We are
practically starving.  We have no money to develop our national scheme,
Opium consumption means human degradation and demoralisation. We -
do not want to spend any money for degrading and demoralising eur race.
My contention is to put a stop to the habit of opium consumption. This
amount can be utilised for other better purposes. This money should be

utilised for treatment of opium addicts so that this evil may disappear in
the course of a year. Sir, I have got a medical certificate. This is a certifi-
cate given by my friend, Col. J. L. Sen, on the 23rd of July 1937. I

need only read the relevant extracts.
¢ If the patients can come as outdoor cases and somebody be respon-

sibie that they do not sce any addict, then I can treat any number of

patients.” Also ““ as an experimental measure Rs. 8 per case may be
tried.”

Sir, from this certificate we find that the total cost of treatment is Rs.8

per addict. If Rs. 1,35,000 is given to treat the opium addicts then the

ling and of all evils will disapppear, ‘and our Government

shadow of smugg £ £ = "
will be free from the stain of running the administration with opium

nue. -
xens Sir, it is curious to know that Rs. 35,00,000 is the excise revenue, and
Rs. 35,00,000 is given as grant for education. Qur Hon’ble Revenue
Ninister told us the other day that if local rate is reduced, the local boards
if land revenue is reduced Government will be

will suffer, and as a cozrollary, :
paralysed. If excise revenue is reduced there will be no money for “educa-

tion, i.e., without poisoning their parents there will be no moncy for educa-
ting their children. That is the policy to which we have been forced. We
must help the Government in trying to realise money from the Central
Government but what rcason therc.a is on earth that a cwxl;zcd Government
should spend any amount at least in _th1s century, to poison our race ?
Government is going to spend Rs.1,35,000 to demoralise and to inject poison
to 40 thousand people of this Province. This is most inhuman and barbar-
ous. No civilized Government can sanction this amount for such a purpose.
The trade is immoral and if ‘there is any contract I1.}(:twcti_1r1 the Govern-
sment of India and the Government of Assaml for purchase of opium, I say
with all the emphasis at my command that it is a most J?moral contract
and cannot ke enforced. Sir; 1 have some figures regarding smuggling ;
smuggling is insignificant compared with the annual consfur;:ption _of opium,
that is prevalent in our province.  So in the name of humanity, in the

name of anything good in men, I appeal to the hon. members to support
the motion, and refuse by show our mcntality, to

to supply and there \
show our determination to the India that Assam will,

Government of ;
to her in the matter of purchase of thls poison.

r be a part : : :
cheTHE HO}:’BLE rae SPEAKER : The motion moved is that the provi-
der Grant No.2—Major head 8.—Provincial Excise

i f Rs.1,35,000 un ; 8.—
ﬁ;gr head—E.—Cost of opium supplied to the Provincial E.icice Depart-
39 of the Budget, be refused.

ment, at page ;
Saur MAHADEV SARMA: si514(s Trsdid, wAF1A fA5)R 714G

%<3 k3 14 L L E B TE ML B R ([ M SRS
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Tae Hoxsre Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : On a point of order,

Sir. Will the hon. member speak in English so that I can reply to him ? .
Coroner A. B. BEDDOW: On a point of order, Sir. Would it be

possible to invite my hon. friend, to be kind enough to speak in English, to

enable us, this minority in this House, to appreciate his shorts of wit and

wisdom? :
Tae Hon'sre THE SPEAKER : Will the hon. member please tell me o

whether he is capable of delivering speech in English 2

THE HON’II:LE SRIJUT ROHINI KUMR CHAUDHURI: The
proceedings of the last Council will show that, Sir.

Tue Hon’sre THE SPEAKER : He may not be the same Mahadev
Sarma. (Laughter.) Is it a fact that the hon. member, who was a
member of the old Council, delivered speeches in English ?

Srijur MAHADEYV SARMA: (i1 383tal <. oo |

Kian Bamapur Mavravi KERAMAT ALI: May I point out, Sir,
that my hon. friend was an English teacher of a high school ?

Tre Hon'sre THE SPEAKER: Of course he may be acquainted 0
with English to carry on short conversations. Butso far as the question of ‘
delivering speeches is concerned, he may not be so proficient. I think he {
may go on in Assamese.

Srijur MAHADEV SARMA: 5338 Ba3 *R1 39 BALACF 3T
wnaices celral | SiafFise way gataws ¢FfRLAl fou I IFRRW:
eEfgal @F cad wF [ 71f4s] supplementary questionze3
cfdrg @3 73 foata s ewrel |

’ MAULAVI ABDUR RAHMAN: We could not follow the hon. speaker.
Will it be translated in Bengali or in English ? I could not follow a single
word, Sir. |

Tre Hox’sLE THE SPEAKER : There are other members who under- )
stand him. The hon. member may know what he is speaking about
from one of the members, who are following the speech.

Srjur MAHADEV SARMA: 2 3fr a1 ©ledqaly aatsta 3faq 1
ARl c3e @31 7R @ SR WIFE {7 D e 9 egrug ‘
*al T, Of2 WiF a7 g [T @ws xg | ReRF Sr4e7 A3 wifF @3
T4@ wf#32a A3 (3 >39 5T AT ALI A9] ¢o IRIT IA A s |
wiF I At32a s I CIRGIEZ 79, WA fafeas revolutionary 3fa :
IR 72eF, @ st wdl ARt o v It TR fn ;m.?;.q.
Fiqed «feard =91 sifd w1 (@AT7 891 7ga vl cete’l { Setcq i‘%@n :
sy 73l sl feat @) oaRE Ffares s991afs wimia wzmegg
sdael e €11 XAAEINE ATMY co-operation fistfary | ey ve
@3 frags sedwGa a9 KT QI AE FIAFT 73093 w3048 712
S @3 @ty wiface! | AT FA tzin, [ RESF w1 fea 1 O}

AR Rl o e e o e R e T i



959

aife] BPICSR AT @43 AT A ford 2w Fawd aieara wweai
fofesmia 193 377 AR 73 fagq afomong +8 @ @fenl wazaEi
SFIART 7773 A ez S e i eI fafns 68 sRiza
csfexl =i fRataasicy <ta s 1@ catst v=13G@1 1 @@ RdE ssas
5T A3l FMfFI @5 atez atz wfw Ghg | cofenl 1 @R Iz A«
AR 1R F79 W SiLd] otz s AT @viFS JIF 7 Fatam
VA MG |1 5% @ AT T wiesttajcarss wgs 49 A awa
SIf@” FARRa Aqs ciatRa T e w(fy Sid A7 wFmAA| A4
@3 sfaRa Al ex i A anz {EE afs w91 (R WF afenl afy
waaics] Fifa f#fxaca B#i fa) 29, corz 7 APt @AW BT A wfqa
FINT T3] TLEAAIZ TFCR (F Spor AT 7% T Jgel FfF w3 | few =im
AT 5f 39, 72383 (G339 TR THS Taig TR 1529 54C3 37 37| fag
@ e 3577 F30| (ARl (7 @fcqte 8o,000 FlAIANE @2 37 faf@a1ze w13
Atz 1 2 1943 (23 IO T Hi7{F revolutionary [=I{(g fﬁ'gfas
Fiqrae wifn 8 @ @2 FFvteAn'T 77 azd FfEa FfA VA2 @rzang
Tstata fideta Seaw 3fqq aArfag)  wicispes, IGUT HAFS Modino’s
treatment 31 @ b7 eagrs | fE 2=l Ifaa 4% fGlecaty
ARICAR T ST QU district 2 <3 BfFl F@ A7 A013 Fifa catzy
WA QA ATA R IENF AY75 c*ieal {3995 WA AWAT FIFHRA

A% 3771 s WeFd FRAs Wiy “Home internee” 23 9 <tAie «%
F4IF Wi F) Bif7 @reand BHB fiq A | wgaA FfA R Aany
R T 98 2B - A AS{tq ARl Fa |

Tue Hon'sLE REv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: I thought, Sir, that
after we have discussed the opium policy of Government and the House
has decided to uphold the present policy, this Assembly will not go into the
question again. : .

This amount is budgeted for purchasing opium from the Ga_ZIPUI' fac-
tory of the Government of India to supply the rcgistercd consumers in Assam,
This whole amount is for that. If the amount be refused t}_len 1t will mean
that this House is revoking the decision which it has just made a few
minutes ago.

(Voices : No, No.)

Why not ?  Of course it will be so. It means that this Government wij
have no opium to supply to these registered opium consumers and all the 4
thousand of them who are on the register will be thrown out at the mercy of
the smugglers who will come and make themselves rich. Not only that, they
will employ these very consumers to go about from house to house like haw.
kers even at midnight to supply opium to other consumers in Assam. Iy will
mean that this country will again be ruined by the opium habit without ap,

coatrol or restriction by Government. The hon. member who moved thia
motion has pointed out the self-sacrificing spirit of the Governmeny of India
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1 cari only remind him that the Government of India did away with the
opium revenue which was- derived from the opium exported out of India to
China and other places. But the Government of India found it difficult to do
away with the whole opium problem in the whole of India. Because with
the exception of Assam none of the other provinces has even adopred the

policy that we have adopted, none of the other provinces has gone so far as -

we have gone, none of them has been even willing to adopt the system of
opiumnz pills which would have been introduced long ago had the provinces
been willing to try that. We have gone facrther than any other province in
India in this respect. We have also stated that it is the determination of this
Government to wipe out opium from Assam. We have adopted a very sane
policy which if properly conducted, and if we get the support of this House,
will enable us to reach our goal. But this method of immediate total prohi-
bition afl at once, and not giving any opium to the consumers, if persisted in,
will only mean that this House is doing what they do not understand.  But
1 am sure that this House which has just a few minutes ago upheld the opium
policy of Government will also throw out this motion which means to
abolish completely opium in Assam in a day. This policy of obstruction is
not a practical proposition: : i

Now, Sir, I have to speak on another thing, that is the Mndino’s treat-
ment. T have got here in my hands descriptions of the Modino’s treatment
and I can tell you that it is a very difficult treatment. The patient will have
to be injected about five weeks in hospital and should be carcfully watched by
the hospital authorities. : 2

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Has it been tried here e :

Tue Hon’eLE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : It has been tried in
gome places. I think in some tea garden also it has been tried. With some
persons it has been effective and with many others it was not. 1 want to say
this with regard to the treatment itself. Before doing that I want to tell the
House, assure the hon. members that we shall issue instructions to our Me-
dical Officers to try this in all our hospitals, In fact when I wasa Minister
of Excise before I did this and after I left I have not had time to look into
what has been done. But I can tell you that the treatment is a very painful
one. The consumers will have to submit to an incision being made and then
to an injection of serum manufactured from their own bloods I tell you, Sir,
that as the treatment is very painful one, some paticnts will actuallySresist it,
If the consumers come to know the difficulty of the treatment '{hEY. will run
away and try to get their supply from the hands of the SMIUZE ers mstead of
putting themselves to this torture and comiing to a dispensary. LS

It has been said that we can try this treatment 1in the hospital. 11“,_1
have already said that there are about 40 thousand consumcts. \fﬁe haye in
Assam above 193 hospitals and dispensarics and only a few of them have
provision for indoor patients. ‘There are many many outdoor patients
attending the dispensaries besides and this treatment cannot be done by keep-
ing them as outdoor patients. y s

Srrjur DEBESWAR SARMAH : So, Sir, everything is difficult than mak-
ing money out of this ? : : .

Tur Hon'sLE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY :  There is nothing gained
by these interruptions. I request that my hon. friend will be a little bit
kind and we shall be very thankful indeed if he will not treat the matter in
such a light fashion, It is very intricate and serious problem. We };vxll

ave to give our best consideration and thought in arriving at a demsxor_xth ow

best to solve it. I hope he will be reasonable and be pleased to bear wi i LS

Then, Sir, T was saying that on account of these difficulties the Modinos
treatment nay not be successful and that was the opinion of the Opium

L
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Enquiry Committec also. They said that they could not depend on this
treatment for the success of the policy. But we shall try and I assure the
House that, as I did d.ring my former Ministry, I shall do now and shall ask
our hospitals and dispensaries to try and make an experiment. I would ask
the Housc to remember that it has been mentionad that this treatment is still
in an experimental stage and it is not altogether a success. Therefore, we
shall experiment and see whether it gives any good result.

Therefore, I ask the hon. mover of the motion to withdraw t'his motion
instead of wasting the time of the House by going to the lobbies because
it is the same thing as we discussed a few minutes ago and the House decided
to uphold Government in their policy.

The Hon’ble the Speaker read outthe motion, put it to the House and
declared that the Noes have it. On the decision being challenged the division
bell rang. 2 : ones

Tue Hon’sre THE SPEAKER : The question is that the provision of
Rs.1,35,000 under Grant No. 2, Major head—8.—Provincial Excise, Minor
head—E.—Cost of opium supplied to the Provincial Excise Department,
at page 39 of the Budget, be refused.

The motion was lost.

THE HoN’BLE THE SPEAKER: There is a motion in the mame of
Mr. Naba Kumar Dutta*. But I think the matter has been discussed.

Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA : Sir, in view of the assurance given by
the Hon’ble Minister I do not want to move my motion,

MR. FAKHRU_DDIN ALTI AHMED : Sir, I do not want to move the
motion T No. 18 which stands in my name, as the matter has been dealt with

already.
Srrjur SARVESWAR BARUA : Sir, I do not also want to move the

motion I No. 19 against my name in the list.

THE Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : The question is, that a sum not exceeding
Rs.4,57,700 be granted to defray certain charges which will come in the course
f payment during the year ending on the 31st March 19338, for the adminis-
tration of the head ¢ 8.—Provincial Excise .

The motion was carried.

* That the provision of Rs.1,35,000 under Grant No. 2, Major Head—8.—Provincial
Excise, Minor Head—E.—Cost of opium supplied to the Provinc.al Excise Department, at
page 39 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs. 100.

(To censure Government for not introducing the system of' sale of opium in tablet form.)

T That the provision of Rs. 1,35,000 under Grant No. £, Major Head—8.—Provincial
Excise, Minor Head—E.—Cost of opium supplied to the Provincial Excise Department, at
page 39 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs. 2.

(To discuss and criticize the opium policy of Govern.aent and their failure to bring about
the reduction of opium consumption.)

§ That the provision of Rs. 1,35,000 under Grant No. 2, Major Head—8.—Provincia]
Excise, Minor Head—E.—Cost of opium supplied to the Provincial Excise Department, at
page 39 of .tlllc. Budget, be reduced by Rs. 2.

(To criticize the issue of new passes to opium-eaters.)
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GRANT No. 3.

(9.—STAMPS)

Tae Hon’sre MAUuLAvVT SAryip SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: On
ﬂ}e recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg,
Sir, to move that a sum not exceeding Rs. 16,300 be granted to defray the
charges which will come in the course of payment during the year ending
on the 31st March 1938, for the administration of the head ¢ 9.—Stamps™.

The motion was put from the Chair.

_ BauRABINDRA NATH ADITYA : Sir, I beg to move that the provi-
sion of Rs. 228 under Grant No.3, Major head—9.—_5tamp5: Minor head—C.
—Superintendence, Sub-head—1.—Pay of Establishment, detailed head—
Servants, at page 44 of the Budget, be reduced by Re. 1. By this motion I

want to urge the necessity of providing non-judicial adhesive stamps and
undi stamps to facilitate mercantile and banking transactions.
i hin the course of the last few years

h ir, we have all noticed that wit ,ot
there has come about a net-work of banking organisations throughout the
both impress-

Province, and as such the necessity for mercantile stamps, :
see that these mercantile

ed ansl adhesive is obvious. But we regret to - :
undi stamps and adhesive stamps are not available in the mofussil towns.
That ‘has been a great handicap to merchants and the banking concerns in
carrying on their mercantile transactions. Therefore I would suggest that
overnment should take steps to supply thesc mercantilensAnpIatoRthe
mofussil and thereby remove a grievance of the mercantile community and
of the banking concerns. All the other Governments havegdonciatgpbur
our Government has always had a back-number policy and will not keep
abreast of the exigencies of the situation. With these words I beg to move
this motion for a eut. £
5 THE HoN’eLE THE SPEAKER : The motion is that _thc provision of
A 5. 228 under Grant No. 3, Major head—9.—Stamps, Minor _hcad—c___
S;}z’enntcndencc, Sub-hcad—1.—Pay of Establishment, detailed head-—
ants, at page 44 of the Bud duced by Re. 1.
: get, be reduced by
R T;IIE HON'BLE Mauravi Sarvip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
o » whether we are backward or forward,-we have been hearing so long
at  Government is very forward in selling their goods even though it
:‘;ﬁht lbf: a poisonous drug like opium. I would be happy to arrange for
cringeig where there is a dearth of adhesive or Hundi stamps. Our Sup-
1 ident of Stamps informs that the local officers make the indents for
EL‘E?S” requirements and he brings a consignment from the Central
ot n}l{‘ncnt. If'there be difficulty anywhere, and if my hon. friend will just
me know, I will see that such kind of stamps are made available.
- KE;}BU RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : Sir, I am the director of a bank
THr;g;Inj a,nd I know the difficulties due to want of these stamps.
e ON’BLE Mf\ULAVI Sarvip S;ir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA ;
Kjfe that the Karimganj treasury is fully stocked. _
AN BAHADUR Mauravi KERAMAT ALI : I may point out the

o] %E{.It)rhat a?d Sibsagar districts also.
E Hon’sLE THE SPEAKER : The assurance of the Hon’ble

ini : .
nister is for the entire province.

by LliAEIU R,ABINPRA NATH ADITYA : In view of the assurance given
The on’ble Minister, Sir, I beg to withdraw my motion.
moton was by leave withdrawn.



s

963

Sryur MAHADEV SARMA: Sir, I beg to move that the ftotal
provision of Rs.16,300 under Grant No.3, Major head 9.—Stamps, at
page 43 of the Budget, be reduced by Re.1.

(To criticise the increase of Court Stamps and Court Fees.)

Bt Tiedl, «? @B qRI 6w S Ll I 9T B f
fs fafecd <ifs faml taee 12 ffeq o) (33 | *28 taeg o2 <@ asd
*fAIRA A7 ota @feqig ey s 73 @€ @I vife «fR¥owl )
<2031 (31l Itz @ @Rl AgAs @l stefmta (37 F = U {5 apt3
frea =% (12 A5 a1y 1w Wia Mgz AR I8 wiE wI[E 2B | 36-
AR oAt =Ry @sifarer R SRR 9% AR K @i
fRutR w13 WS 7IfF 431 03 93 WA TATH 9% IR AR B3I ANT | @rp-
fas fautaq @' SR Ater4es rdt 212 o7 a7 ANA NI, TN =T
AR, T2 AP &R, T 4R (9N AHET ¥ GEA[T Wl foT ARl
PN @R AZ | QRG] AT HEA @ oo BINAWF AA cafirE
3B 7 gl 2zs 8 °\ BIT R AR w1 R T @¥ fED
a3 (316 (% =T 27 fir @ gttt wtges cafs 98 g1 el RIDEE]
%3 (3 GUIEA g3 Aol WA crete WS W [ ue [T G| F51q
¢*1b 5 M3 AR w13 fagrs F4, S37 AfCIN I F=cars sfaRa
(21527 XA WFA | WY 96117 papular AT CBIE ST 2
A3cw facaval 9/ A5tz as wan gfagl f3 a4 9% @3 #4yiaq 9i1i HfE-
AFA R AP SA | wis acsf qc AzifRAF3 ATeaw wifx «f{eai
@a? 363 731 QA AT @fs g 3 43f tare cAZTE statistics 51ea2 Q)
A3 1 Statistics @Bt fagla wyds wdl 3% MEAl Wty DA 57 o
&S (4P 1 R wlang statistics 513 cara%al SO 2fatg 3 AfHs
SIF @atq IRwa A 6Y ¥ A% | w1 W FEl@ Retw pifes
AR | CHHE 1% 3= ey wiq1a gl LT 4T @R 612 cafpoe
F2 ¥ freel cASTHl AR/UD s v | IR [ A SAta s wirsi

1 S3a5Y S NI 2N w1gce fog “ifFat] @2 IR AT =fq 34
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T_HE Hon’BrLE THE SPEAKER: The motion moved is that the total
provision of Rs.16,300 unde

T reduccr Grant N?. 3, Major head—9—Stamps, at page

Srijur KRISHNA NA” In the Explanatory Note of the
Budget it has been stated that the revenue under this head in the boom
years amounted to about 20 Jakhs and it was seriously affected by the
world-wide depression. Qup people being the poorest on earth were most
terribly affected. They have become paupers. They are groaning under
the terrible burden of faxatjon, They cannot pay even the land revenue,
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The stamp revenue is derived mostly from the poor people. The cast of
suits in civil courts is increased by leaps and bounds and it would be
realised from the debtors. They are indebted to the extent of 22 crores
according to Government ecstimate in 1929, it has bzen calculated that
the amount has been increased to 41 lakhs now. The enhancement of Court
" fees is also made with a special reference to the poor people. The Court
fee is raised in a suit from Rs. 75 to Rs. 100. Stamps on ordinary petition is
raised from annas 8 to 12, criminal complaint fee is raised from annas 8 to
Re. 1. The stamps for Vakalatnama is raised from annas 8 to Re. 1 and
in this way the cost of poor man’s burden is greatly incyea§cd and it is esti-
mated that Rs. 2,50,000 will be coming asa result of this measure from
these people. This is a parting kick of the outgoing Ministry. This
question was made a valley question. The representatives of the people
at first refused their assent, but subsequently .thc question rcsolch into
acceptance of one of the two benefits, i.c., retention of 3 annas remission
or taxation on the people under this head. Our Assam Valley members
were made to understand that Sylhetis are more litigant and hence the
larger portion of the tax will be borne by them and diplomacy became
successful. This burden is added at a time when the people of both the
Valleys want relief of their burden. It may be true that out of Rs. 2,50,000
more than half may be coming frc_)m _th_c Surma Valley but on any
ground whatsoever this additional taxation is imposed under a threat.

I therefore support this cut motion as a ceasure motion on the past
Government and on the present Government as well to indicate if they have
scen the way to replace this measure. So I whole-heartedly support this

on.

Censﬁai?fﬂu ASHRAFUDDIN MD. _CHAUDHURI-: Sir, I whole-
heartedly support this motion. This taxation has m'adc it impossible for
the poor people to come to the Co_urt and ha_ve _thcxr grievance redressed.
I hope our popular Government will look to this side of the thing and try to
amend it by the introduction of a bill. I_.mgatmn is going to be the _mono-
poly of the richer and the poor are going to be denied justice. Itis only
an innovation of the British people that justice is sold by the Court fees but
these were unknown to India before the advent of the British people.

Mavravi MUNAWWARALL:  Sir, I beg to support this motion.

The hon. mover of this motion has alliterated the facts how by a trick
the previous Council was stultified. I regret to say that my hon. friend
Mr. Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri also fell into that trap. I have a resolution
standing in my name recommending return to the previous rate, but as
it has come very low in the ballot, it has no chance of coming be[ors: the
House during this session 1 tried to frame a Bill proposing the original
rate but I found it very difficult and I gave up the pursuit. . Now we should
see whether thisis a business proposition. The more we increase the rate
the less will be the return. This is what is in my mind and with that view
I put certain questions but the replies have not yet come. I thought it
would not be a business proposition and I shall be able to prove that by
facts and figures. Be that as it may, we, on this side of the House, have
decided to support the motion. | We consider it to be' not only not a busi-
ness proposition, but a taxation beyond the capacity of those who are
affected thereby to bear, and that is our second ground, and we offer our

whole-hearted support to the motion.
Kuan Bananur Dewan EKLIMUR ROZA CHAUDHURY : #s9fe
A7, <76 Fip 20,241 (7 AT A2F A7 AT €3 @ (FIN A BFT 3§
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Tre Hon’BLE MAULAVI SArviD S;IR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :  Sir,

my hon. friend, Srijut Krishnanath Sarma, has narrated the previous history
of these two Acts. I may remind the House that it was in the October
session of 1936 that these two Bills were brought in the Statute Book by
the vote of this Gouncil. Of course, originally the Bill was lost, but on the
subsequent recommendation of His Excellency Sir Michael Keane the

matter was rediscussed and it was passed in a limited form that this Bill,

if passed, will be operative for three years only. I find, Sir, that such
stalwart members as my friend the Revenue Minister as well as Srijut

Sarveswar Barua of the opposition then, supported the Bills and that with
their votes the Bills were translated into Acts. There is a history behind
the passing of this Act. I remember Sir Michael Keane telling me that
when he approached Sir Otto Niemeyer for a substantial help to this
province, he was asked the question whether the province had helped itself

and Sir Otto Niemeyer is reported to have pointed out that in Bengal the

rates of stamp duties and Court fees were higher than those in Assam, and
that there was no move from Assam to help themselves. Therefore it was
thought that if we could show that we had helped oursclves through the
votes of our elected members of the House, we would be able to get a good
subvention. We have received a subvention of Rs.30 la.kh; from the 1st
April 1937, Will it not look rather ungraceful if after having obtained a
substantial sum, we now go back upon this. After all, these Acts will run
for three years.

Another aspect is that by the increased Court fees and stamps we expect
to get Rs.2% lakhs. If this sum is now reduced by 2 countermanding Bill,
then what will be the position. The very small surplus we have estimated
for, will be wiped off and there will be nothing left to meet unforeseen
calamities. I should also say that a lawyer told me the other day that only
a percentage of people do come to the law Courts—only a small percentage
of the total population take recourse to litigation. I have only presented
this statement for the sake of pointing out that Givil Courts’ work and cost
will further decrease if the debt conciliation boards function and agricul-
turists will not have to pay any stamp duty at all.

In the circumstances, I submit to the House that they should wait ili
the present statutes run the course of three years and then they may consi.
der whether they should do away with this small income that is derived by
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the increased demand. In view of this fact, I hope that the House will
well consider the position from the point of view of finances of the province.

Srijur SARVESWAR BARUA : Ona point of explanation, Sir. I
have been referred to by the Hon’ble Chief Minister along with one other
member as being party to the passing of the Act namely the enhanced Court
fees and Stamp Acts. I have simply to remind the House that we were not
a willing party to this Act. We were compelled to support the Bill almost
on the point of the bayonet, Sir. It was held out that unless the Bill was
passed, the temporary reduction of three annas in the rupee of land revenue
will be either entirely withheld or it will be partially restored in some of the
districts. I as a man coming from the Lakhimpur District had reason to
believe that it would affect my district immediately then and as such I had
to act according to the maxim AFA[TA AYIACET Aa s1=fs afwes that is
discretion is the better part of valour and we had to agree to the passing of
the Acts—as the lesser of the two evils.

Tue Hon’sLe THE SPEAKER : I hope the House will be satisfied with
this explanation.

The motion was put and adopted.

Tue Hox’sLeE THE SPEAKER : The question is that a sum not exceed-
ing Rs.16,299 be granted to defray the charges which will come in the
course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1938, for the

administration of head—9—Stamps.
The motion was adopted, and the grant as reduced made.

GRANT No. 8.

(18.—B—NAVIGATION, ETC.)

Tue Hon’srLE Mauravi Sarvip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : On
the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir,
to move that a sum not exceeding Rs.47,500 be granted to defray the
charges which will come in the course of payment during the year ending
on the 31st March 1938, for the administration of the head—*‘ 18.—B—
Navigation, Embankments and Drainage works *’.

The motion was put by the Hon’ble the Speaker.

KuAN Samms Mavravi SAYIDUR RAHMAN : 1 beg to move that
the provision of Rs.35,000 under grant No. 8, Major head 18.-B—Naviga-
tion, Embankments and Drainage Works, minor head—Maintenance and
Repairs at page 55 of the Budget be -reduced by Rs.100.

Sir, the problem of erosion of the Dibrugarh town by the Brahmaputra is
of long standing. It has been discussed on the floor of the House since 1921
when Srijut Nilmoni Phukan was a member ol this House. Government have
always been very reluctant and slow in the matter of saving Dibrugarh, one of
the most important towns, from the erosion of the river. Erosion started at
one end of the town, but during the last few moaths it has been spreading to-
wards the west of the town and it has not only affccted the private property
but it is going to affect Government property, including the Gircuit House
and the Government High School building and other buildings.
A question was put by Srijut Rajani Kanta Barua whether Govern-
ment is going to take any stepson the lines of the report of the Irriga-
tion Expert Mr. Curry of Bengal but the reply of Government was
most disappointing. Governinent said that they do not propose to adopt
any measures for lack of funds. "
e I would now enter intj) the history of the steps taken by GG_vcrnmqn't in
(i n;latter. Our Chief Engineer and the Superintending Engineer visited

Place but they came back and suggested that nothing could be done to
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stop the erosion of the Brahmaputra. In the last October session of the
Council there was an interpolation by Rai Bahadur Nilambar Datta :—“Does:
the Hon’ble Member in-charge of the Public Works Department consider
the stopping of this erosion an impossibility ? >’ He then replied (I mean
Rai Bahadur P. C. Dutt who is not here now) that so far as I think it seems
to me an impossibility unless we are prepared to spend crores of rupees.”
Then again he asked him about the estimate, but in reply he said that when
he was not prepared to guarantee the sanction of the scheme it was hardly
worth-while preparing a scheme. Government at that time refused to go
into the matter, but as a result of that interpolation the services of
Mr. Curry, the Irrigation Exper: of Bengal, was requisitioned and therefore
an expenditure of Rs.2,136-4 was incurred. Then Government studied
the report submitted by him but it was thrown into the waste paper basket.
That was the position, Sir. Herctofore some experiments were tried, but
the reply given to Rai Bahadur Nilambar Datta was that no favourable
condition assisted silting along the bank. Now I ask Government whether
it is not worth while saving this town from erosion, as it is regarded as one
of the biggest towns in Assam. Government is not asked to spend crores
of rupees as was suggested by Rai Bahadur P. C. Dutt or fifty lakhs even,
but the Expert reported that, with a modest sum of nineteen lakhs of rupees,
something could be done to protect the town from erosion of Brahmaputra.
So0, I would request Government to accept the noble scheme and spend this
amount of nineteen lakhs to save millions worth of property, both public and
private, from erosion. I am sure, if the erosion goes on at this rate, whole
town of Dibrugarh will be washed away before long, and it will be in the
bosom of the Brahmaputra river. So I think itis up to Government to
prepare a scheme on the lines suggested in the report of Mr. Curry in view
of the fact that Government has already spent a large sum of money on
preliminaries. I think my demand is a verv modest one and I hope the
Hon’ble Minister in-charge of the Public Works Department will accept it.
Tue HoN’BLE THE SPEAKER : The motion moved is that the provi- |
sion of Rs.35,000 under grant No. 8, major head—18B—Navigation,
Embankments and Drainage Works, minor head—maintenance and repairs
at page 55 of the budget be reduced by Rs.100.
I think the Hon’ble Minister will please reply.
THE Hon'sLe Mauravi Sarvip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA .
Sir, my hon. friend has made two significant admissions namely that our
Provincial Experts had visited the town with a view to study th_e situation
on the spot and secondly they have taken all necessary precautions within
the limits of funds that are available. Sir, I admit that Government has
not been able to follow up the recommendation of Mr, Curry. Government
had long appreciated the alarm that was felt by the ‘“hablta;“ts of lerugarh
at the eiosion on the left bank of Brahmaputra and they issued a commu-
nque on the 11th December, 1934. The Chief Engineer Mr. Burke Suggested
at the natural forces are too powerful to expect any success from the
bandalling which the people themselves are undertaking and advised that
much money should not be spent on these experiments. The Local Execy-
tive Engineer thought out a device and left some bamboo cages for actin
as floating spurs to induce the river and thereby to deposit silt to check the
erosion. These experiments of floating spurs and boulders laden cages were
tried with no appreciable effect or with very little success. Our present
Chief Engineer Mr. Shaw also inspected the site in December 1936 ang
discussed with a deputation of leading men at Dibrugarh. The Steamep
Company were also trying to undertake the bandalling operationg o6
closing spill ways of water and guiding them back iato the main stream
When our local officers could think of no bester method of savinae
(=]
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the town, Government requisitioned the services of the Chief Engineer
of the Irrigation Department of Bengal. He came, inspected the locality,
submitted his report in February 1937. Mr. Curry who is an expert om
the subject was of the opinion that unless stone revetment is built and unless
a portion of private property is acquired there is no other way of saving
the town. The cost of these operations estimated by him was thz sum of 26
Iakhs of rupees.

Sir, we have the budget before us ; it is for the hon. members of this
House to say whether the general tax-payers’ money to the tune of 26 lakhy
—or quarter of a crore—can be spent for saving the town of Dibrugarh. I
we had money, and if we were assured that their stone revetment would
save the town—something would have been done. But there is no telling
whether the rivers would not foree its way beyond the point upstream
where stone revetment will begin. Unless we are assured of that fact, and
at the same time, until we have that substantial sum of quarter, of a crore;
Government have come to the reluctant conclusion that there is no imme=
diate means of spending this money for saving the town of Dibrugarh froms
erosion. Minor operations are still in progress with a view to divert the
main channel of the river towards the north bank. We can only hope for

the best.
Kruan Samm Maviavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN :  After what have beenr

stated by the Hon’ble the Chicf Minister, I beg leave of the House to with~-
draw my motion. ‘

[The motion was, with the leave of the House, withdrawn.} :

Tue Hon’sre TeE SPEAKER : Now I shall call upon Khan Sahib
Maulavi Mudabbir Hussain Chaudhuri to move his motion. The rest of
the motions, with two or three exceptions, raise the same question, in which:
we find some local grievances have been put down to- be discussed, and those:
local grievances may be very well diseussed in the debate with regard to the:
question of the policy that is to be discussed now. So I would call upon
Khan Szh'b Mudabbir Hussain Chaudhuri to move his motion.

Krax Sams Mauray: MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI - I beg
to move, Sir, that the total provision of Rs.47,500 under Grant No.8, Major
head—188B.——Navigation, Embankments and Drainage Works, at page 55
of the Budget, be reduced by Rs.10.

. This motion, Sir, I have moved to criticize the policy of Government
with regard to a particular subject. In the Budget, Sir, under Grant No. 8,
we have found that Rs.5,000 has been provided as an annual contribution.
to the River Steam Navigation Company. Sir, this contribution has been
made to make certain improvements of the navigable channels. Ido not
know, Sir, in what way the improvements are going to be made by the

" Navigation companies. In our part of the world—I mean the Surma Valley
—1I have seen, Sir, they put bamboo spars on the rivers—I mean the navi--
gable channels—so that during dry season they may keep it as navigable:
channel,. and the result in some places has been very disastrous. In order
to keep it as navigable for plying steam boats in dry season, what the Navi-
gation Company do ? In many placesthey try to divert the channel,
dwert_ the water course with the result that private properties, private lands,
sometimes big villages—ancient villages—are encroached upon an_d. devas~
tated by the flow of water. Sir, it is a method, it is a system® with them
E’ put bamboo spars generally on the side of the river bank, where it has
t};’:“ silted. On that side of the river they put spars to divert the flow o
i dwaﬁtefdtoward_s the other bank of the river, and on that bank villages,
rapid}lr clds, grazing fields, all are gradually, and in some€ places very
z ¥, washed away. The hon. members who have travelled frop

L ]
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Fenchuganj by steamer down to Markuli are undo.ubtcdly aware tff_\a.t froms
Sherpur upto Markuli the river Kushiara changes 1ts co;n‘se yeogeien, sand
why ? This is mainly and fully due to thes¢ SPars, 7 };:an. merf{tlon_ the
names of 25 villages that have altogether been gained %}t 5 rWedr ushiara,
and I think I can name 100 villages, which arc being lr‘f;-"Pc nKo“fi gand
in course of ten years those villages will be in the bcfl o é‘v} nvetrh u»c;}ara,.
Nobody takes eare, Sir, in what way they p.ut Spars a’f‘l dlo": ?Yd. tvert
the water flow of the river. My contention 13 that .th:.)f 10 irectoiging to
their own notions and according to their own sweet will ; .t wI{e. is no expert,
to guide them, and in order to economise they, do m?t catl}fe r(i)\l’e?nga i?rl\g.itc
property, any paddy fields, Their only object 1S to tcep S mo;{lga e.

So, Sir, I draw the attention of the hon. msm izsri Lgscc i wh:l:zn’ to
this fact, so that an expert may be appointed or Al CI;: P e sz__xy

these sparsare put and how these spars ar€ LA ) s

Eh g he villagers, whose lands are being
guard the interests of the public—I mean the VILTS: te manner of i
gained over by thatriver owing to the indiscrumina - SrsnULby
spars on that river. In this view of the things I commend my motion ‘to
the acceptance of the House. ! ’

- Tue Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : The motion moved is that thf: tptnl
provision of Rs 47,500 undcr grant No.8, major head—18—B—Navigation,
Embankments and Drainage works, at page 5% of the Budget, be reduced
by Rs. 10. :

% Mgz, W. R. FAULL : Sir, I would like to take this chance of saying
a few words on this question of bandalling, I have pea.rd a great deal
mentioned on this subject and have also seen it discussed particular'y
in the press, saying that the bandalling operations undertaken by the
the Steamer Companies caused diversicn in the —course of the river.
Unfortunately for us, we have only proved that this is not true.
Bandalling has been successful only in closing small spills and_ remo-
ving small sand byrs which form opposite the mouths of spills and
in endeavouring to keep the water in its own channel. It has never
been effective in diverting the course. If it had been, 1 can assure
the House that we are very likely to have employed this method in
Upper Assam where for years and years many of the Ghats have been
blocked with long stretches of sand much to the inconvenience of the
merchants, and cxpense to Steamer Compamnics ~and the local boards and
very often to the Public Works Department, 1 m.amtmlr)ung. connec-~
tions. All that we have been able to do 13 fto p!‘ovcof )lrl our own
experience that bandalling does not divert the course inrab% cllchzmnel:
it only effects in concentrating the water in the main 2% g2 S chemne

Sryur KAMESWAR DAS: Sir, I rise to support thc motion. In
this connection, however, I want to draw the attention of Govern-
ment to the fact that the Barpeta Subdivision has been absolutcly neglected
in the matter of draimage and irrigation works. My Hon’ble Friend
the Revenue Minister will probably bear me out how a portion
of the Chowlkhowa river between the Chowlkhowa bridge and Medhir-
tari has been silted up. The bed was raised by the earthquake of
1929 and the river ceased to be navigable since, I think, that time during
the winter. The fishery revenue also decreased thereby. If I remember
aright, on account of the silting up of the bed there has been a
great deal of deterioration in the fishery and in one year Government
was CO{nPellcd to grant a remission of Rs.12,000. The Hon’ble Reve-
nue Minister as the pleader for the lessee secured that remission. The
raising of the bed has made also the sanitation of the neighbourhood
de_terxorat;d and lots of people, both of the Barpeta town and of the
ncighbouring villages have suffered and are soffering for the same, A
few thousands of rupces spent in that portion of the river will, |
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think, make the river navigable throughout the year and improve
the fishery as well as improve the sanitation of the locality. 1
mean to add nothing more and to resume my seat.

Kuan Samm Mauvravi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY :
On a point of information, Sir, I want to know from the hon. mem-

ber Mr. Faull whether it is not possible to divert the flow of water:

along the mid stream by putting spars on both sides of the river ?
Mr. W. R. FAULL: That I think was my point, Sir. The idez
is to maintain a navigable channel. If the main channel is drained

of water by innumerable little off flows of water, the idea is tc

close them. Bandalling has been proved to be effective only in
shallow and partially slack water. If in such a wide shallow strear

bandalling is placed on either sides, it may have the cffect of con-

centrating the water into midstream,

Srgur HALADHAR BHUYAN: #Astifs steaiai, |ifa witd's @Aeis
TRTR AT TATT Si FQ BMfaeet | Sy @3csi Il 451 (@ AFA
fics| 39 ofF cFIeAe Ayl A3 AR 1 gt 3 waitay f3 [Rate $Am3
71 oiefiale atsfes faR w11 g a3 B @ ffants ey sdEs
wicg RRANF ¢12 T3 fare [Rard 3137 fafwcge o2t 731 fag @2
@A1zfes 7176 fJatz @ro/F I @A WUFs AF [T FAOA| 2y SR
wgEta 37 fAfAre ST R w1 17 FI AR 598 5AT ©lET
AR wErs @faa) F0E s FRAA 4fara, cafeal 3T (1A fAfis
AH TF37 53 ga A (s gnRebfee Efgmam fws fas 2%
XTEA IR @ ot @il i) ced e Rend o R
fAt115 47% Eye wash 3] white wash 33 41| (o382 A 7ats B3
=g ; f3% (987 [AfIats Bary fasl31 sfawa fiea mzfale ageas
w67 T4l WAEHtT #3 (@A) A{Z | WiF whole trend of report wefie, CMBE
ReAt5457 g2 31 seAs) 9l A1 3 (A3 AfRA v Aw R 17
SIR0R 37 @91 txrg | BRI @S WE AAAD wifita @rBIF I
silt 3t a7 A1 «if7 «fa RAtw 1A ¢z AR ARG AF 7 e cifezqq
T W17 g -5z w7 @tal 93 [ETse @S A € o AN A
RAtF @ 51e1q czrars A=A @@ Bo4ga e g 1 few SfF A5a6T
CRRTE T A1(§7 ifRaie A9 1A ©a TeiRa, AF7'Z 5T FR0A ]
17 3r3ts Qg @A AN 27, AiF Alqcdrg w1gee satea IR s
A1 RABT @5tEs (98 WAL T FHasfaq staw 3f@3 A 7Med f{t
:‘;gia?:‘s‘: ﬁ?mt teg 12 AR Fagta catezarztee aF ezl (3
et i “t;:iat =33 (atatfa g % vIH! Aswz wiF vy (Bus)
A3 3T 53R 2?“ w3 Bt 7 ¢z Pirg | fadfa fiw qA IuRCST T8
WA ADNS A IS AfF AR w4 R FWexy 79
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€35 (131 124 [Rares e any i 7is[fR7 47 «fE 5l ¢g o4a ofF
fF [feae anis saa 5413 AA0L UIH P WHATT CARCEl LW 5 IIL AN
13 fyatag FrstRas! a8 (2Ats0s e =134 atfpie | (o437 Stwy =fy
A1 #1394 7 fra) ata (o7 IPIMA coiNR 7Y g3qgad Atifas = g
@9 (FM3 RAed SLaff A A JiF o &e (3P RAWA 2@ A9
I A3 (1% ©9 430349 9597 84 H12AA Ag| @ UTALAE ITVYCH
WIS 0F pod 13 N{F god e I oime e fr IFIZC3 | ST
TFAL @ (FIHAF 21& T 2T Bol w3 zAEEA | (IR (IR A B
37 cai™it qracz 295 IR AlfamEcsq 2 43T €63 Q¥ F(F FIF-
#a3 AICK IAIFTAT 5IS @I ({1 KA YT AT wifea | feg Bix
€At £TB1 (AT 9599 BT AZAT f5eq 5 gaT 74qs I &7 CHFTNA 2435
FATELR |

FA73, 43799, I WF T4 5133 A2 [qaicF 71 A5 AV iy
— MR I AR °_I 3330 paied] sMAE 32 A AWSH{ 3fF
fog atst | % I =3 @i BAF(7 A5y I A S (SAZA WA wFwE fegw
atcs A AT 2wt 3 3R @Al dor A 2E AAAME wa anay
Bfqata @2 TR | [T 7 starea suggestion (3371) (AR I 4% Aifiaa
=fars w1F XRZ AP @fcs @ ] 313s §4ta S5 (island) <1f
freatar AR BAgIT M2l I Mg 4@ feg safises @ e
=wstea 1493 (suggestion) fira wit#) atex vq AT | 1F fwnb Tsar
FAs §IY 30| B 435 2x0y | a3 B 435 A +f2 Rett 47 cReawarqs
EreraE otn wea | wifs g’ @aa fRane aedasI i policy (Mf)
«? fagars! (eéfRateq (72 @ policy (Af3)1 =ifs, Sty I 9Bl 3
&7t nation building department (5.fs 537 fAs1)1 $afs *4! a5
«@s <f3qea AL (At wierEal F1atg embankment SA[F drainage
(513 331 a1 QA 47l 31 ey (B F) AAEFS sqfaes 12 -atF policy

(Afe) ¢= Tz | @2 (Fip] I THCI3 52 93 AWAG] swefa sfaza )

Basu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Sir, in supporting the motion
of the hon. Khan Sahib Mudabbir Hussain Chaudhury, I have to add
only a few words. I do not know whether our Government have
got any embankment policy at all, and if they have got any, I think
it requires thoroqgh ovqrhauh_ng. I will only cite a few instances in
my constituency in Ifianmg_anj. A road has been constructed from
Barlekha to Hakaluki Tabsil office some years ago and due to the
inadequate bridges there, an area of land, about 50 square miles hag
been subjected to chronic failure of crops for some time past, because
of the defective dr_amage there. Similar js the condition in the Per.
gannahs of Churkhai and Panchkanda. Even if some bridges were
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opened in Sylhet-Cachar road and in the Sylhet-Kulaura Railway
road, the difficulty would have been much overcome. So I would suggest
that this question of drainage should be thoroughly gone into by a com-
petent officer appointed specially for the purpose who will enquire
into the conditions prevailing in every locality and suggest remedics.
And this defective drainage system is also responsible for the out-
break of malaria in villages. So I would say that this is a question
of vital importance to the province and Government should direct
their po'mtcd attention to this matter and save ‘thc people from utter
ruin as regards their health and crops. With these words I sup-

port the motion.

Srijur SANKAR CHANDRA BARUA : Sir, framtsy  famia giifen
foxtq ARCANA WA | dde BACT AN AL Tgae (F@P  GE
qgea g4 gHOA AW AIEA @) AfAD @zfgay +ane fafead
tard y»92 5AS AEE (4113 A3 Fes Mzl atfFata ug a1 AT
<120E 94 gA1A «fA =ifE %R AR i wear T3 forars| AFTANIR
@2 Iz Al | @y @oT S Rspgan A@CI3 eirzlaz @f ald
w{3ag 1A SF (F2 ILIB S} 1FA AT IAFH I for5s 1A] WES (2 T
TELE AT Sra P65 3595 3 AT @I (A NS FAN &139
SET IaTa | 598 573 A3 (ANAT 79T [OAsT (TN 23
e 2wt wEE FoARS A(4T TRCs wf Aty 1% @3 oy afed] FOEFH
@3 2pia za cefmal w1 3o AR MY ATFA FA pIAT Wt A%
2ATBRC 513 =B Ay So@el wracd (FteodT Gl argls A
qiEi frg @@ M3 @2 @1 g anR awEt gfie cnafe o R
(@S Sw,eco~ BF remision frat 2tz | wAl few @ fadears 7%
Rarsa 3 5 » q143d 31EaT <= afaqea q@ w3 Atz CAZCE] WIERT @9 |
E RQIEM AHF A (FII7A NFTIZL T TN tetg @w wes, faEAla
STHs oA UNE ST Wwerwl @y ¥R afewm «biR Apd
sadcarge ¥ Az wnifiq fREa s@aa 3 o T« f57 iR catef @rifa
seg w5 25l wIF @3 faae RANF AT 7 AT s
%:q A e¢st f=gnysia 51 ¥ {3 Ring bund =it (7% fRacae st @rs
I A @REl @ sws 9s gl CifElReT IR, {gatet
wiF 7.2 A Al A, fastaid) sis TG @@ fea3l GAEE
SRR S | 297 {3 e SR @3 fB Arza shg ofs A
@RI T8 S q@ag A1 (F wReE AR gEy T 8rEd
e | B3 T ASmfEfs Afs vt deq o gedga gl 1w
e | o 9T AR R TAAR T4 WD) G EA Qfe’e WUF
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Fr@ 1 Wil st s efs at sy st ata eata 3fF fras ags
Simeq T TW | (ACIA @O I I AT IR I &T (o
ten ANTE @rFl F[A AF A A2 | 4B BFI B FI ¢ sify
el 7283 (@ fFam gifo dam ot MRl WA a2 @2 fea761 ey
fooqs TRC3EE aA a8l iR 913 facag A9cal 37l GHIBLA |1 (o3
IR @fs waceh w17 747 Ffars 5eg soqs AUM 3F AT 2
Yt Af@ | feRT  ATAl gRaT @l @3 s Ife MRa Iy g
Aafrase S Aasl mEfeal 29 2 qSAFe gA¥ PN (BT ooty

R R0 e dici s R MG RIE RO R R Bz A%l © IINCTIF 91 Lars
- w5 Bl #ASH WfF e A2 # w1 FAI A 18 RAE ARG warey
Cmta mq AS oAy A2 fAeEls $E A (SRR ANIRB fy

AT AR ffes S8 ArT Pl Vi wFATIT 85T LAt o3

g 72 Redwte @2 TABESHR af safas gl St 4l T copete

CF1RT 71 QT FIICOISIA AAB[RI [AFCE 79 @9a AR RAATF  wxeaty

=faai | : =
(The motion was not put for want of time).

Tue How’sLe THE SPEAKER: Order, Order, the time limit js
peached. Now I will put the original motion.

The motion before the House is that a sum not exceeding Rs.47,500
be granted to defray the charges which will come in the course of payment
during the year ending on the 31st March 1938, for the administration of the
head * 18B,—Navigation, Embankments and Drainage Works®”.

The motion was put and carried.

GRANT No. 6

12.—CHARGES ON ACCOUNT OFCI\-T/IOTOR VEHICLES TAXATION-
Rrene A

Tur Hon’BLE MAULAVI SARVID SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: @
the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sjr,
to move that a sum not exceeding Rs.1,93,900 be granted to def'r.ay the
eharges which will come in the course of payment during the year ending op
the 31st March 1938, for the: admininstration of the head ““ Charges on
account of Motor Vehicles: Taxation:Act.” :

KHAN Samis MavLavr MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: ;.
1 beg to move that the total provision: of Rs.1,93,900 under Grant No.g

Major head—12.—Charges on account.of Motor Vchicles Taxation. Act, at .

pagc 51 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs.10..

This cut motion I have moved only with a view to make it knowg,
before the House how this policy has effected the Local -Boards of this Py n
vince. Sir, formerly the Local Boards used to levy tax on motor 'vchiclz-
and appropriate the income derived from that source, but with the passing 0;-
the Motor Vehicles Act it has been placed under the Local Government Th
result is that the'Local Boards have suffered much owing to a I‘Qductir:;n O?E
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their incomie.  Sir, in the Budget-under Grant No. 6, it will appear that the
receipts under the charges on account of Motor Vehicles Taxation Act is
Rs.2,07,000 and the provision that has been made for compensating the local
bodies amounts to Rs.1,81,000, and how this amount will be distributed to
cach local body we do not know. This requires explanation, Again, Sir,
only Rs.1,81,000 has been provided for compensating the local bodies. = Why
not the whole amount of Rs.2,07,000 has _been provided ? With these few
remarks T commend my motion to acceptance of the House.

TrHe Hon’sLE THE SPEAKER : The motion moved is, that the total
provision of Rs.1,93,900, under Grant No. 6, Major head—12.—Charges on
account of Motor Vehicles Taxation ‘Act, at' page 51 of the Budget be
reduced by Rs.10. .

THE Hon’BLE MauLAvI SAtvip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:  Sir,
there was a great inequality in the taxation of .~ motor vehicles under
different local bodies and therefore the Provincial Legislature at that time
passed a Provincial Motor Vehicles Act—Act No. 9 of 1936, making this a
provincial tax. But in order to recompensate the local bodies who used to
impose this tax formerly, they enacted, by section 21 of that Act, in this
way :—

““ The proceeds of the tax shall be applied by the Local Government to
the following objects only and in the following order :— . It

Firstly, the payment of expenses incurred on account of the imposition
and collection of the tax.

Secondly, the payment of contributions by way of compensation to such
local authorities as may, by reason of the passing of this Act, suffer a loss of
revenue., The said compensation shall be approximately the nett amount
which “each local authority derived from the taxation of motor vehiches inm

respect of the year ending 'on the 31st March 1936, subject to the. revision
after a period of five years.

. Thirdly, the surplus as to two-thirds for distribution to local bodies
in such manner and proportion as the Local Government may decide, after
consulting the Assam Communications Board, solely for the development and
Improvement of roads and as to the other one-third for the development and
mprovement of the provincial roads, maintained by the Local Government
subject to review after a period of five years.”

This Act came into force from Ist March 1937, and therefore Govern-
ment had only the figures of 1936 before them and it was found that the local
bodi\;s used to collect a sum of Rs.1,33,368 annually. Therefore, Sir, by the
provincial taxation the local bodies stand to gain by about half a lakh.
According to our estimate we propose to hand over to the local bodies for
five years a sum of Rs.1,81,000 whereas from the figures of actuals that we
have got of the year 1936, they used to get only Rs.1,33,368. So, I think,
instead of censuring Government, Government ought to be congratulated
for the very fact that they have not only removed the inequality that existed

ctween the local body and a local body as to the rate of taxation, but
overnment is also proposing to remit two-thirds to the local bodies. and
spend one-third for the improvement of communications.

KHAN Sammm Mauravi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN GHAUDHURY : In

View of the statement made by th ! i inister, I beg leave of the
House to itk T motio%, e Hon’ble Chief Minister, eg

he motion was, with the leave of the House, withdrawn.

P ERPSERRANTNRASS E AT -
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- “MavrAvi MUNAWWARALI : . I do not proposc o move my, motion,
Sir.

Sryur KAMESWAR DAS: I also do not propose to move my
motiont, Sir. i

KIIAN BAHADUR MAuLav MAHMUD ALI: 1 bega Sli’zti&?;c ctha;
the provision of Rs.5,131 under Grant No. 6, Major hea PI;_—.Ins ecti% %on,
account of Motor Vehicles Taxation Act, Minor headl—{:: 1 i o0
motor vehicles, at page 51 of the Budget, be reduced by AT

. g'o discuss the wrong policy of detection of criies €

and drivers of the Motor Vehicles. i

Sir, the object of moving this motion is that t.h % POIrll—-cflish?: ca Ifcn
authorised by the Motor Vehicles Act to detect c(rjmissl;ich o ey tiw
industry, which is managed by our young P_'EOF']e %‘nl-ae ouths can bcfomc
unemployment problem partly in our province. 3}”3 P R c
drivers of these motor vehicles. But Sir, this Act has D€ bstacl P
I cannot determine exactly whether the Act has become an obstacle or the
6fficers have become an obstacle. Any way, when a motc:r Ipasscs., the
police officers will show their hands, they will stop the car ; they will geg
into it and will run some miles. If the unfortunate driver wants any money,
they will say—*¢ All right, number please ’. But they will not pay any-
thing. Sometimes these police officers complain to the owner. Even if the
driver is right, if the owner does not take action, the police officers wilj
report even against the owner to the Court. The Act has authorised thay
the driver and the owner both may be punished, and the Court even without
any fault simply on the report of these officers punish them both. I'submit,
Sir, for this reason I have brought this motion. I do not like to take
up the time of the House further, only I hope that these things will be
checked. ; :

Tre Hon'sLE THE SPEAKER : The motion moved is that the provi-
sion of Rs.5,131, under Grant No.6, Major hcad.._lz,-_-(]harges' on account
of Motor Vehicles Taxation Act, Minor head—B.—Inspection of motor
vehicles, at page 51 of the Budget, be reduced by Re.1.

MauLavi ASHRAF UDDIN MD. CHAUDHURI: Those who have
occasion to pass through the town of Sylhet will, I think, bear me out when
I say that motor traffic has become a nuisance and that police control is not
sufficient and the pedestrians are in danger of their lives. I should like to
draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister that the police should be more
vigilant over motor traffic.

8 Mz. F. W. HOCKENHULL: On the contrary I find that theref are
more accidents and that the control ought to be r:atber stricter than it g
Now that vehicles run at a speed of 60 or 70 miles an Noursvetind Sthat
more control is essential. We think that the general public will - co-operate
with the police for their safety.

. Tuae Hown’sLe Mauravi Sarvip SiR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA ;
Sir, T would like to assure my hon. friend the Khan Bahadur from Karim.
ganj that we will do our best to stop these free rides enjoyed by the Police,
As regards the question of traffic police Sir, it has been the policy of the
Assam Government not only now but even in the previous years to detaij 5

of the owners

® That the total provision of Rs.1,93,900, under Grant No. 6, Major head—12.—Charge,
on account of Motor Vehicles Taxation Act, at page 51 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs 2.

(To i:riticixc the policy of Government in increasing the licence fees and tolls on Moggp
Vehicles.

t That the total provision of Rs.1,93,900 under Grant No.6, Major Hcad—l2.-—+C}h;,u-geS
on account of Motor Vehicles Taxation Act, at pase 51 of the Budget, be reduced by Re]

(To protest against small provision and inequitable distribution.) 3



976

certain nymber of our constables to ‘Calcutta to learn traffic regulation
-method. We will double our energies in this respect and we will very
'3?10“1}’ have the full quota of our trained policemen to control traffic in
“€very possible way.

Kian Bamapur MaurLavi MAHMUD ALI: On the assurance I beg
leave of the House to withdraw my motion.

(The motion was by leave withdrawn.)

(The original demand was put and adopted.)

GRANT No. 7

(RAILWAYS)

“Tur Hon’sLe Mauvravi Sarvip Sik MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
On the recommendation of His Exqellency the Governor of Assam, I beg,
Sir, to move that a sum not exceeding Rs.25 be granted to defray the charg-
es which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the
31st March 1938, for the administration of the head Railways.

Srijur LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH: On a point of order, Sir. I
have got another motion standing in my name, No. 3, which can be conve-
niently discussed under this. May [ have your permission to discuss that
motion also.

Tue Hon’sLE THE SPEAKER : Yes.

Sryjur LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH : 1 beg, Sir, to move that the total
provision of Rs.25 under Grant No. 7, Major head—18A.—State Railways
and 15D.—Miscellaneous Railway expenditure at page 53 of the Budget be
reduced by Rs,2. v

(To raise a discussion and transmission thereof to Central authority
_about the mal-administration of the Dibru-Sadiya Railway, particularly,
non-provision of fencing and to raisc a discussion about carrying of passen-
gers under railway tickets by the Dibru-Sadiya Railway on motor buses.

Sir, our province of Assam has gained a notoriety in honouring the laws
promulgated in the centre as well as in the provinces more in their breach
than.- in their compliance. The other day we heard from many hon,
members about the violation of the Municipal Act and Local Self-Govern-
ment Act in the matter of nomination. We have got also many resolutions
in the agenda which aim at censuring Government for violating this or
wthat law.

We in Assam have four railways and although I have got many things
o say about other railways also, I shall confine my rcm'arks to the Dibru-
‘Sadiya Railway to be more relevant to the motion. It is one of the oldest
railways of Assam, and it runs parallel to Assam Trunk road
which has been in existence before the British Government came to
.occupy this part of the province. Any one who knows about the
‘administration of this railway will wonder whether this particular railway
.comes under the ambit of Indian Railways Act. Sir, it runs along the Assam
Trunk Road, which carries a2 heavy motor and foot traffic within the dis-
tance of 8’ to 6’ from the railway line. ~Although there is a provision in the
Railway Act under section 13 that railway administration should provide
fencing in order to protect human and animal lives, the railway has not put
up any fencing, though the railway line has been in existence for a long
t‘:lnez 'ThC}‘e is another provision in the Railway Act that the Railway
?(,;31 ?}f:auon should put up level crossing on each of the point of public
Assam r‘}!m%{all\va:y line crosses. This particular railway line crosses the
oad in 6 points, 1 belicve, but ‘no level crossing has been

T
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provided except at 2 points. Besides this railway crosses many important’
Local Board and other public rights of way and in not a single of them there
is any level crossing Sir, the policy of this railway is to derive maximum
benefit with the minimum expenditure. I painfully express that the
Inspector of Railways and the Government of Assam by nct insisting on this
Railway to comply with the provision of the Railway Act have become a
party to this policy in this province, particularly on this line. Sir, the Dibru-
Sadiya Railway fight shy of spending any money in fencing its lines in order
to ensure the safety of the life and cattle of vast agricultural popula-
tion that reside on either side of the line. Sir, this Railway is criminally
negligent in not kecping its lines in proper order. For these reasons we
hear of frequent derailments. Recently, Sir, on the 29th of July a
passenger train on this line was derailed and many passengers received
injuries. In the month of July last a man was run over. So, Sir, the
Railway administration which is mainly responsible for providing fencing
.and level crossing should without any loss of time be compelled to do so.

My second submission is whether under the law the Railway can carry
passengers on buses under railway ticket and carry goods thercon.  Sir,
.owing to excessive fares and freights realised by this railway, the mercantile
public generally having for some time past preferred to perform their

Jjourney and send their goods on buses and this has stood as a great impedi-

ment in the way of the Railway to realise excessive fares and freight and in
.order to combat with the situation the Railway company have taken to
.carrying passengers in buses under rajlway ticket. Sections 62-71 of the
Railway Act provides for the carrying of passengers and section 53-61
provide for the taking of goods by railway. I could not find anywhere under
the Act that a Railway can carry passengers or goods in buses like this, T,
therefore, request the Hon’blle the Premier to cnlxg"ntcn .thc House on this
importan,t matter. With this words I commend this motion to the accept-
ance of thlﬁl HC:;?‘;- cur SPEAKER: The motion is that the total pro-
o THEf }'c;stJ under Grant No. 7, Major head—15A—State Railway
;]riloilfi (I)) Is\;;.Iisccllancous Railway expenditure at page 53 of the Budget be
feducediby RS.Z(“;LAYTON: On a point of information, Sir. I would
B l\t/IR. J.kR'the Hon’ble Minister in-charge, _firstly, under the existing
ik OS ? Railway agreement who is responsible for expenditure on
Dibru-Sa 1Yas I‘)ibru- Sa.:c'liya Railway line and furthermore 1s it not a fact

fencing on thi income-tax from

that until the Railway company pays a profit, remission of

t will be withheld ? .
S C"I?:rtanll—llcﬁ:?;f;nmhiiULAvr SAIYID SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

2 - - this cut motion.

Sir, 1 sympathise wllltizl II:_YPhOé" gti':do?e ;ﬁg:ﬁgf fot‘ a large number Mg;‘

predecessor Ralt}?ias- aiir?c oeEap the question of fencing the Dibru-Sadiya

acc.ldc"tsl. O 1935. It was suggested that mere fencing of a small portion

Radv;ay t“;ﬁ:l‘ 1 find corroboration of this statement from the hon.

b 'r}llci)rus::]fP " It was then thought that for the safety of the people living

;x;ozie&cr sides of the railway line the total length between Dibrugarh and

'.i"alap should be fenced which would cost over ten lakhs of rupees. The

Railway Company insisted that one-fourth of that i.e., over 2,50,000 would
be payable by Government of Assam under clauses Nos. 4 and 12 of the
agreement between the Railway Company and the British Government of
.1888. Sir, unfortunately for this province; two of our Legal Remembrancers
differed in their opinion. One I_Jeg_al Remembrancer was of the opinion
that “the Assam Government is liable to pay one-fourth of the cost of such
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fencing whereas another Legal Remembrancer said that unless. it can be
definitely shown that this fencing is necessary for the public road running
parallel to the railway line the Government of Assam need not bear any cost.
Two previous Governors however accepted the view that this Government
was liable to pay this. Now the position is that Government cannot
afford to spend 2} lakhs of rupees and so the matter was dropped. Mr. Ali
Ahmed, the Superintending Engineer was deputed to examine the dangerous
spots and to recommend if any special protection of life and property could
be afforded by spending a small amount. He went to the place and
reported in 1936 that with the expenditure of half a lakh the line on
dangerous spot could be given fencing on one side only. This too, t}?c pro-
vinee was not able to spend in that year. Now when the unSUfOn as becr;
raised again, I will go into the matter very thoroughly and get turther lega
opinion whether we are really liable to pay one-fourth of the cos : p

As regards running of buses by the Railway. I will refer. my 11‘)3"' '-"“’"h
to the report of the Indian Railway Enquiry Committee of 1937. Paragrap
159 onwards seems to indicate that in order to develop road transport,
Railways haye been given the power to start motor bus transport in conjunc-
tion with Railways, Now whether this is to be done to afford communication
with the railway to the interior or they can run buses on the roads running
parallel to the Railway line are matters which should be very carefully
looked into. It is a matter of legal opinion entirely. So I request the
hon. member to withdraw his cut motion and I can assure him that I will
look into the matter very thoroughly. i

Sryur LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH : When assurance is given by the
Hon’ble Chief Minister, I beg leave to withdraw the motion.

Tae Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : I think, the hon. member has the leave
of the house to withdraw the motion.

(The motion was with the leave of the House withdrawn.)

THE Hon’sLE THE SPEAKER : The question is that a sum not exceed-
ing Rs.25 be granted to defray the charges which will come in course of pay-
ment during the year ending on the 31st March 1938, for the administration
of the head ¢ Railways.”

(The motion was carried,)

GRANT No. 13
(30—PORTS AND PILOTAGE)

THE Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : The question is t A
ing Rs.6,500 be granted to defray the charges which will come in the course
of payment during the year ending on the 3Tst March 1938, for the adminis-
tration of the head ¢ 30.—Ports and Pilotage.”

(The motion was carried.)

GRANT No. 15
(37.—EDUCATI ON—EUROPEAN)

THE HoN’BLE THE SPEAKER : The question is that a sum not exceed-
ing Rs.82,500 be granted to defray the charges which will come in the course
of payment during the year ending on the 31st of March 1938, for the admi-
nistration of the head ¢ 37.—Education (European).” :

(The motion was carried. )

GRANT No. 25
(TOOLS AND PLANT AND ESTABLISHMENT CHARGES OF
; PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT ¢ exoeed-
e I'{r:{(ESIE_}IgN BLE THE SPEAKER : The question is that BEUIE L thie
+4,99,800 be granted to defray the charges which will come 1

hat a sum not exceed-

A
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course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1938, for the
administration of the Public Works Department (Establishment and Tools

and Piant).
(The motion was carried.)

GRANT No. 27
(55.—SUPERANNUATION ALLOWANGCES AND PENSIONS, ETC.)

THE Hon’sLE THE SPEAKER : The question is that a sum not exceed-
ing Rs.16,08,600 be granted to defray the charges which will come in the
course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1938, for the
administration of the head *¢ 55.—Superannuation Allowances and Pensions
including payment of commuted value of pensions.”

(The motion was carried.)

GRANT No. 28
(56.—STATIONERY AND PRINTING)

Tue Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : The question is that a sum not exceed-
ing Rs.3,14,800 be granted to defray the charges which will come in the
course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1938, for the
administration of the head 56‘——Stationcry and Printing"’

(The motion was carried.)

GRANT No. 26
54—A—FAMINE RELIEF

Tue HoN’BLE THE SPEAKER : The question is that a sum not exceed-
ing Rs.20,000 be granted to defray the charges which will come jn the
course of payment during the Year ending on the 31st March 1938, for the
administration of the head ¢ 54A —Famine Relief,”?

(The motion was carried.)

GRANT No. 14
(36,—SCIENTIFIC DEPARTMENT)

Tue Hon’sre THE SPEAKER : The question is that a sum not exceed-
ing Rs.14,200 be granted to defray the charges which will come in the
course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1938, for the
administration of the head ¢ 36.—Scientific Department.”

- (The motion was carried.)

Tue How’BLe THE SPEAKER: The House stands adjo :
11 A.M. on Monday, the 23rd August 1937. S TRedvll

SHILLONG ¢ A. K. BARUA,

The 28ih September 1937, Secretary, Assam Legislative Assembly,
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