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Pl-oceediﬁgs of the Second Session of the first Assam Legislative
Assembly, assembled under the previsions of the Government
of India Act, 1935

The Assembly met at the Assembly Ghamber, Shillong, at 11 am. on Thursday
the 19th August, 1937

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

STARRED QUESTIONS
Number of passes held by opium eaters in Nowgong District
Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA asked :

#133. (a) Will Government be pleased to state the number of passes
held by the opium eaters in the district of Nowgong this year and those held
by them in 1032-33 ? y i i

(b) If there has been an increase and if so, what are the circum-
stances for which they have increased ?

(¢) Will Government be pleased to state what is the quantity of
opium consumed in the district of Nowgong during 1936-37 and what is its
excess over the quantity consumed in 1932-33, if any ?

(d) Will Government be pleased to state whether the new pass-
holders during 1932-33 and 1936-37 were produced before medical officers ?

%134, Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) which arc the biggest opium shops in the province and what
is the quantity sold in each of them ?

(b) What is the total consumption of opium in the province ?

(¢) How manv cases of smuggling have been detected during the
last year in the district of Nowgong and in how many cases
have <here been convictions by Magistrates ?

#135. (a) Isit a fact that the officers of the Excisc Department often

ersuade people to hold licenses and purchase opium from the shops and
recommcnd them to the officers concerncd to grant passes instead of dissuad-
ing them from he habit ?

(b) Will Government be pleased to state whether there is any
opium shop in the plains of the district of Nowgong showing a decrease in
consumption since 1932-33, and, if so, what is it ?

*136. (a) Will Government be pleased to state the total number of con-
sumers of opium in the district of Nowgong and whether there are any to
the knowledge of the Department who consume opium without holding
passcs, and, if so, what will be their number ?

(6) Will Government be pleased to state whether any cases have
peen detected by the officers of the department in Nowgong for consuming
opium?wnhout licenses, and if so, how many are they during the last five

ears :
¥ (¢) Isit a fact that licenses are granted to the applicant consum-
ers on the same day of their applicatios and if not, how many days do
they require to get the passes after their application ?

Tue How'sLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :
133. (¢)—Four thousand three hundred fifty-two on 1st April 1937
against 10,966 on 31st .\larcl} 1933.
(b)—Does not arise. 257 ‘
(¢)—Thirty-one maunds 5 seers in 1936-37 as against 38 maunds ¢
seers in 1932-33 which shows a decrease of 7 maunds 1 scer since 1932-33,
(d)—Yes.



Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA :  With regard to (d),'is it a fact
that these people were never examined by the Civil Surgeon, Nowgong ?
. Tme HowBLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: According to our
information the Civil Surgeon examined some of them at least.

Srijur KARKA DALAY MIRI: What is the ration to the new

license holders ?
TaE Hon’sLE REV. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : I cannot tell that just

now.
Srjur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA_: Is it a fact that many passes
have been issued to young people by the Civil Surgeon on the reeommenda-

tion of the officers of the department ?
Tue Hown’sLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: I am not aware of

that, Sir. If that is done, I may say that it is not the policy of Government.
Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Are Government prepared
to issue a warning to all officers not to encourage young men to become
opium addicts ?
Tue How’BLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Government are

against issuing any passes to young men. 5
Srjur KARKA DALAY MIRI: May I know the maximum ration,
Sir ?
Tae Hon’sLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : The maximum ration
fixed by the previous Government was 2} tolas.

Tue Hox’ere Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :
134. (a)—A statement is laid on the table.
(b)—Two hundred thirty-nine maunds 32 seers in 1936-37.
(¢)—Twenty-one cases of which 17 ended in conviction,

STATEMENT REFERRED TO IN REPLY TO STARRED QUESTION
No.134(a) BY SRIJUT PURNA CHANDRA SARMA TO BE PUT
ON THE 19tH AUGUST 1937

LIST OF THE BIGGEST OPIUM SHOPS IN THE PROVINCE OF ASSAM

District Subdivision Name of shops Estimatetd monthly
sale
Lakhimpur ... Dibrugarh ... Chabua ... 15 srs. 8 ch.
L R ... Dibrugarh ... 10srs.
Cachar ... ... North  Cachar Haflong stne solilySTE:
Hills.
Sibsagar ... ... Golaghat ... Borpathar ... 10 srs.
Khasi and Jaintia Jowal... .... Umkarto ... 15 srs,
Hills.

135. (a)—Officers of the Excise Department do not endeavour to
increase the consumption of opium. ; :
(b)—There are 23 shops in the plains of the district all of which
show decrease in consumption since 1932-33. :
136. (a)—Four thousand three hundred fifty-two on lst April 1937.
The number of persons taking opium without passes is estiwated at about
400 to 500.
(b)—One hundred sixteen.
(¢)—There is no time limit for this, The passes are granted by
the Deputy Commissioner as soon as applications are received back from the
edical Officer with his recommendation.

»




825

Srjur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: With vegard to the latter
portion of question No.136(a), may I know if there are any who consume
opium without passes, and if so what is their number.

Tue Hox’sLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Ihave already an-
swered that it may be between four and five hundred.

KuAN BamapUR MaurLavi KERAMAT ALI: May I know on what
basis this estimate has been made ?

THE Hon’sre Rev. J. J. M. NICGHOLS-ROY: That estimate has
been made probably on the basis of those consumers who have been thrown
out of the register on account of the fact that their rations have been
reduced to a certain minimum, which cannot be reduced by 10 per cent.
on the original amount.

KuAN BAHADUR MAULAVI KERAMAT ALI: I?o the officers know
as to which of these people are taking opium without license ?

Tur Hon’BLE ReV. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : The officers must be
suspecting that these people are taking opium, because they were opium
consumers before and they must be getiing it from somawhere.

Kuan Bamapur Mauravi KERAMAT ALI: Have any of these
people ever been prosecuted ?

Tue Hon’sLE REv. J. J. M. NIGHOLS-ROY : Thers were some who
were prosecuted. Their number I think is about 116.

Kuan Bauapur Mavravi KERAMAT ALL: Why weare not the others
prosccuted ?

Tue Hon’BLE REV. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Because they were not
found out at the time when they possessed opium.

Srjur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Are all the 400 to 500 people
referred to in answer to (a@) suspects ?

Tae HowsLe Rev. J. J. M. NIGHOLS-ROY: I have already
answered, Sir.

Srjur DEBESWAR SHARMA : With reference to the Hon’ble
Minister’s reply that it is not the policy of Government to encourage young
people in opium addiction, will he be pleased to state how hs propases to
make the Government policy known to the subordinate officers ?

Tue Hon'sLE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: It is already known
to them. .

Srijur DEBESWAR SHARMA @ If they know 1t already, may I know
if they are acting up to it ?

)[,'HE HON'mg,E lp{EV. JJ M NICHOLS-ROY : They are supposed to
act up to it. If hon. members know any case iit which they have acted
otherwise I shall take the necessary action. :

Srijur DEBESWAR SHARMA : Seeing that the policy of Ehe G‘;W_Crn-
ment has not been followed in almost all districts, will the Hon’ble Minister
give an assurance to this House that this policy will be acted upon
hereafter ?

Tue How'sLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : I have already answer-
ed that, Sir. Isaid that the Excise staff is supposed to act according to
the policy of the Government. I[ any hon. m:mber of the House knows
that any of them does not act accor.ing to that policy, we shall be very

‘thankful to get that information in order to take the necessary action.

Srijur DEBESWAR SHARMA: It is not an undesirable state of
things, Sir, that the whole burden of information is to be thrown on the
House ?

Tur Hox'sre Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Government does a}l
that it can do. And from all the information that we get 1 think th.t the
policy of Government is being followed by the Excise staff.
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Segur DEBESWAR SHARMA : Are the subordinates supposed to
know the policy ? -
THE Hon’sLE REV. J. T. M. NICHOLS-ROY : They already know it.

Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Under what conditions are
the passes issued ? :

Tre Hon’BLE REvV. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : No passes are issued
by the Government under any other conditions except under the recom-
mendation of a medical officer, on the grounds of preservation of his health
or of any disease.

Srjur  PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Are Government prepared
to issue passes to these people who are called suspects ?

Tre Hon’sLE REv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Government is not

repared.
: pSRI_]U’I‘ RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: In regard to the issue of opium
passes to new addicts, was the method of Modi’s treatment ever applied ?

Tre How’erLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: That question prac-
tically does not arise, Sir.

Sryjur JOGENDRA NATH BARUA: Is the policy of the Govern-
ment put done anywhere in the shape of a circular or in writing ?

THE Hon’sre Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: The circular was
already issued by the previous Government to the Commissioner and all the
Superintendents know this, and in every district there is that circular.

Recommendation of the Assam Provincial Retrenchment Commities
and abolition of the posts of Deputy Superintendents of Police

Srijur SIDDHI NATH SARMA asked :

*137. (a) Will Government be pleased to state whether the Assam
Provincial Retrenchment Committee of 1931 under the Chairmanship of
the théen Finance Member, the Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir Muhammad
Saadulla, Kt., M.A. B.L., recommended the abolition of the pc;sts of the
Deputy Superintendents of Police in Assam ?

02 (b) If the posts referred above have not been abolished will the
Minister in charge do so now ?

*138. (a) Will Government be pleased to state what was the total
amount of proposed retrenchment reconimended by the said Committee on
heads (1) Immediate Saving and (2) Ultimate Saving ?

(6) What recommendations of the said retrenchment committee
were given effect to and what is the total amount saved thereby ?

*139. Do Government propose to give immediate effect to those
proposals which were immediate but were not given effect to till now and
to take further immediate steps for giving effect to other recommendations
which were not given effect to ?

THE HoN'BLE Mauravi SAmviD Si MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied 42
137.—Yes,

(b) & 139.—The hon. member is referred to the replics given
to question No. 398 asked by Maulavi Abdur Rahman and to starred ques-
tion No. 54 (a) to (d) asked by Srijut Debeswar Sharma at the current
session of the Assembly. ‘ '

SRyuT SIDDHI NATH SARMA: Does the Hon’ble Minister in

charge of Finance stick to the opinions given in the Retrenchment Commit-
te¢’s Report ?
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Tue Hon'ste Matravi Savip Sik MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: The
matier will be discussed in the Retrenchiment Committee that I am

p. oposing.

Tue Hox’BLE Mauravi Sarvin Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :
Rs.
138. (a)—(1) 20,73,679

1
(2) o + 5L 319,29,035
b)—The hon. member is referred to Government Resolution
No. 3414-F.(b), dated the 30th September 1931, published in Part IT of the

Assam Gazelte, dated the Tth October 1931.

Census of cattle and bufaloes in Assam

Srijur SIDDHI NATH SARMA asked :

#140. (a) Will the Hon’blc the Minister in charge be pleased to state
whether the Government of Assam has made any census of cattle and
buffaloes in Assam ?

(6) If so, when was the last census made ?

(¢) What was the census figure of—

(1) Cows,

(i) Bullocks,

(#i1) Calves,

(iv) Buffaloes—males, females, calves, separately in each district ?

. (¢) Ifthe answer to question 140 (a) be in the negative, has th=

Hon’hle the Minister any other source of information from which the figure
asked for in question 140 (¢) can be given ?

() If the answer to  question 140 (d) be in the affirmative, will
the Hon’ble the Minister supply the figures asked for in question 140 (¢) 2?

Tue HoN’BLE Mauravi MD. ALT HAIDAR KHAN replied :

140. (a)—Yes.
(6)—In 1935.
(¢)— The following are the figures.

!
Cattle , (iv) Buffaloes
District i
(¢) Cows |(i) Bullocks | (iii) Calves | Males Females Czhe
1
Cachar .. o 91,486 59,263 97,608 19,299 27,177 17,305
Sylhet .. ‘e 472,607 445,812 417,437 15,152 28,854 11,539
Goalpara .. | 273369 219,736 195,482 36,504 25,396 | 15.760
Kamrup o 286,421 304,944 308,012 13,619 19,428 | 10,253
Darrang 197,550 156,392 167,417 44 307 34,368 | 28,497
Nowgong 123,734 142,656 128,796 | 17,930 | 13,628 | 14,059
Sibsagar S 171,013 222,682 172,256 27,808 28,691 | 24,463
Lakhimpur . 132,829 154,837 136,192 17,226 16,604 | 12,832
Sadiya Frontier 9,110 6,690 11,891 1317 2,391 1,506
Tract. :
Balipara Frontier 1,26. 1,039 1,096 390 571 579
Tract.
Garo Hills (plains) 14,576 11,568 9,817 2,961 2,098 1,038
Total .. | 1,773,961 | 1,725,619 | 1,646,004 | 195,924 | 199,206 | 137,831
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i Tue How’sre tHE SPEAKER :  The practice hitherto followed is tha}:
when such statements form part of the answer to a starred question, Sucd
statements are laid on the table. I find this practice has not been followe
in this case. I think that practice is far better ;]bccause if these statements
are read in this way much time of thc House is lost.

Tue HoN’BLE K/IAULAVI Saryip SIR MUHﬁMMAD SAADULLA: The

ion is to be given orally. :
o e o A B, Bur thar part o S e
ing a statement of figures may be very conveniently laid on the table.
g THE HoN’BLE thULAVI Sarym S;ir MUHAMMAD ]S I(?AtD U%I;:‘? ;uci}f

you be pleared to give a ruling like that we will be glad to pla
f in future. s
gur('als:}:)él I&%ifzgicéngggéiKER : Only the statements contamc{ng f;gtilgg
should Le placed on the table and other answers to the starred qu
should be given orally. . i

Bazu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: On a point °f;:rdif;i§é';' me
think much time has been taken away by these figures. l;i es may
of the story of counting stars in the sky. I would suggest that figur ey
be supplied to the member concerned.  Other members are not inte
in it. Time of the House may be saved in this way. it

THE Hon’sLE Mauravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN replied:

140.(d)—Does not arise. Rt

e)—The figures have been supplied. :

SRIJ((JT) SIDDH% NATH SARMA : Is the report published anywhere

in the Government official reports ?

Tue Hon’sLe Mauravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN: Yes. In the
Census Report.

SrijuT SIDDHI NATH SARMA : Of which year ?
Tue Hon’sLe MauLavi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN: 1935.

Starting of Industrial Bank on Co-operative linss
Srijur JOGENDRA NATH BARUA asked :

*141. (a) Do Government propose to start an Industrial Bank on Co-
operative lines to foster indigenous industries such as bell metal, etc., in the
Assam Valley ? =

(6) Do the Registrar, Co-operative Societies, and Government
Propose to take steps to open such an institution ?

THE HoNBLE Mauravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN replied :

141. (a) & (b))—The Assam Development Board suggested in 1936
that steps should be taken for the establishment of an Industrial Bank in the
province but the late Government was unable to take any action in the
matter owing to lack of funds. The question of the establishment of an
Industrial Bank will be considered by the present Government.

SRyUT JOGENDRA NATH BARUA : Does the hon. member know
that middle men take away most of the profits ?

Tre HoN’BLE Mavravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN: I am not aware
of that, Sir,
Sryur JOGENDRA NATH BARUA: What is the policy of the

present ministry in this matter with regard to starting of an Industrial Bank ?

. TeHE HoN’BLE MAuLAvI MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN: I have already
replied, Sir.
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Number of Military Oficers and Force in Assam

Sryijur KRISHNA NATH SARMAH ask~d:

*142. Will Government be pleased to state— -
(a) Number of Military Officers in Assam and the strength o
the military force in the frontiers of the Province ?
(6) Proportion of cost borne by the Provincial Govirnment and
Central Government ?
*143. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) Composition of Assam Valley Light Horse ?
(b) Composition of Surma Valley Light Horse.
What annual contribution is made by the Government for the
upkecap,
tfawcl]l)ing allowance and other expenses of these bodies ?
(¢) Are there any Indian or Assamese in the Assam Valley Light
Horse and Surma Valley Light Horse ?
(d) Is it a fact that the Assam Valley Light Horse and Surma
2 Valley Light Horse are composed mainly of European Tea
Planters ? What is the total strength of each ?
(¢) What is the object of maintaining these bodies ?

*144. Will Government be pleased to state—

Whether the maintenance of these bodies is now necessary ?  If so,
will Government be prepared to disband the bodies or ask them
to bear their own expenses ? ‘

*145. Will Government now be pleased to train a batch of young men
in the lines of Assam Valley Light Hzrse and Surma Valley Light Horse to
fit them to defend their own hearth and home ?

Tue HoON'BLE MaurLavi Saivip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

2 142. (a)—The military officers in Assam and the military force on the
frontiers of the province are entirely under the control of the Government of
India, and this Gove:nment are not in a position to supply the figures
required. The Assam Rifles are not a military force, but a branch of the
Police in Civil employ.

(b)—No proportion of the cost is borne by the Provincial Govern-

: ment.
% 143. (a) & (b)—
Active class Reserve
Officers’ (including | Rank Oifficers Rank
staff and supernu- and and
merary officers). file. file.
Assam Valley Light 36 552 101
Horse.
Surma Valley Light 15 225 70
Horse.

(These are the figures on the 1st April 1936.)
No contribution is made by this Government.
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Mr. NABA KUMAR DATTA: Is there any Indian in the Assam
Valley Light Horse ?

The HoN’sie Mauravr Sarvip Si MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
None, I have replied.

THe Hon’eLe Mauravi Sarvip Sik MUHAMMAD SAADULLA

replied :
{c)—None.
(d)—Yes. 3
Total strength of Assam Valley Light Horse—689
Ditto Surma Valley ditto —310

(e)—The defence of India in times of emergency.

144.—This is a matter for the Central Government. This Government
arc not competent to dishand them.

145.—This Gove ‘nment have no power in the matter,

Sryur KRISHNA NATH SARMAM : Will Government make a
recommendation to the Central Government for the training of young men
of this province on the lines of Assam Valley Light Horse ?

THE HoN’BLE MauLavi Sarvip SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : The
Assam Valley Light Horse is not open to Indians.

Srijur KRISHNA NATH SARMAH : I mean independent organisa-
tion. I propose that a recommendation be sent to the Gentral Government
for training a batch of young men of this province on the lines of the
Assam Valley Light Horse.

Tre HoN’BLE MavLavt Sarvip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : .Our
goung men are entitled to join the Indian Territorial I"qrcc. Th(?,rc is no

ranch of the Territorial Force here, but there is a class in the Universities
of Calcutta and Dacca. Some of our young students join this forces.

Otto Niemeyer’s Award
Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED asked :

*146.(:) Ts the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Finance aware of the fact
that under Otto Niemeyer’s award all the amounts due from the Govern-
ment of Assam to the Government of India on account of debts prior to lst
April 1936, were wiped out ?

(i7) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state—

(a) the instalment of interest and principal due to the Govern-
ment of Assam for the year 1935-36 ?

(6) whether the instalment mentioned in (a) was paid by the
Government of Assam to the Government of India last
year ?

(¢) whether such other provinces which had contracted debts
with the Central Government and which were wiped out
in same way as Assam’s debt under the said award paid
the instalment last year to the Government of India on
account of interest and principal ?

@) whc_tdh:?r thtI: provinc:::1 of Iéssam s entitled to remission of the
said 1nstalment under Niemevyer’s i i ;
Jast el HHRE SR yer's award in case it was paid

(e) in case the Government is entitled to the said remission what
steps does the Hon’ble Minister propose to take to claimn
back the amount of instalment in qucsiion from the Gov-

ernment of India ?
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"T;na Hon'BLE Mauravt Satvio S MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

146.({)—'&'&3, with effect from midnight of the 31st March 1937.
(1) (e)—Trs.18,00. (Principal Trs.10,40, Interest Trs.7,60).°

{6)—No, it was paid in 1935-36. The instalment due for 1936-
37 (to which it seems the hon. member is referring) was Trs.10,46 principal
and Trs.8,28 interest, total Trs.18,74, which was paid Jast year.

(¢)—Government have no information, but it is presumed that
they paid.

(d)—No. Assuch debts were written off from midnight of the
31st March 1937, the Government of India, who were approached . in the
matter in 1936, ruled that the instalments of principal and interest due for
1936-37 had to be paid.

(e)—Does not arise.

Headmaster of the Silghat Middle Engzlish School in Nowgong
district

Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA asked :

*147. (a) Will Government be pleased to state whether they received
a reference from the Nowgong Local Board and the Commissioner, Assam
Valley Division, with regard to the dismissal of the Headmaster of the
Silghat Middle English School in the district of Nowgong by the Mana-
ging Committee ?
(6) Will Government be pleascd to state when this reference was
received and what reply has been sent thereto ?

Tue Hon'sLE SHAMs-UL-Urama Mavrana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replicd :

147, (a)—The reference was made to the Director of Public Instruction
who submitted the case to Government for orders on the 28th January

1937. . .
(6)—The Director of Public Instruction was asked to make a per-

sonal enquiry but has not yet been able to do so.

Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Isit a fact that pending the
decision of the Government the grant of the school is still kept under sus.
pension by the Local Board ?

Tue Hon’BLE Smams-ur-Urama Mauvrana ABU NASR  MD.
WAHEED: I do not know whether the case is still pending or not.

Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Isita fact that pending the
decision of the Government the Headmaster is without employment from the
date of suspension ?

Tue Hon’BLE SHams-UL-Urama Maurana  ABU NASR MD
WAHEED: Iam not aware of the fact. -

Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : When does the Local Govern-
ment expect to give the reply ?

Tue How'BLe Suams-uL-Urama Mauvrana ABU NAS
WAHEED: As carly as possible, R M.
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Assam Public Serﬁce Commission
Srijur SIDDHI NATH SARMA asked :

*148, Will Government be pleased to state if they are prepared to
advise His Excellency the Governor to abolish the present Public Service
Commission of Assam as a measure of economy and to request the Federal
Public Service Commission to serve the needs of this Province, as provided
for in the Section 264(3) of the Government of India Act, 1935 ?

Tee Hown’Bre Mauravi Sarvip SiR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

. 148.—No. The Federal Public Service Commission have expressed
their inability to serve the needs of this Province.

Sryjur SIDDHI NATH SARMA : Sir, rule 264(3) of the Govcrnm_ent
of India Act provides that the Public Service Commission for the Federation,
if requested so to do by the Governor of a Province, may, with the approval
of the Governor-General, agree to serve all or any of the needs of the

province. May I know, Sir, whether the Federal Public Service Commis-
slon was requested ?

THE Horn’BLE MAULAVI SAvipD StrR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Yes,
Sir. We requested the Federal Public Service Commission in 1935 but
they refused to take up our work. They said it would be neither economic,
nor expedient nor efficient.

Cabinet meectings

Basu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI asked :

*149. Will the Government be pleased to state—

(a) If the Governor presided over any of the Cabinet meetings ?

(b) If His Excellency interfcred with any decision of the
Ministry ?

(¢) If the answer be in the affirmative whether the Ministry

consider that the spirit of the Government of India Act
is being followed ?

I_T;iHE Hon’BLe Mauravi Savip S MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :
149. (a)—Yes. The hon. member is referred to the reply given to

Srijut Mahi Chandra Bora’s question on the subject in this session of
the Assembly.

(6)—No.
(c)—Does not arise.

Basu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: May I know
the approximate number of meetings presided over by His Excellency the
Governor ?

THe Hon’sLe Mauravi Sarvio S;ir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I
am sorry, I have not just now got the reply that was given to Srijut Mahi
Chandra Bora’s question. If I remember aright, the number of formal
mmeetings presided over by His Excellency the Governor was eight up to
30th June 1937.

Basu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: Has the

Hon’ble Chief Minister ever presided over any of the meetings ?
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THE HoN’BLE MAuLAVI SArviD SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Sir;
I'had already replied this in answer to Srijut Mahi Chandra Bora’s question
that many times the Council of Ministers consulted amongst themselves in
which the Chief Minister presided.

3 Sryyjur DEBESWAR SARMAH : Is the Hon’ble Leader of the House
going to create a convention of having cabinet meetings without the presence
of His Excellency the Governor, except in special circumstances ? [

THE HON’BLE MAuLAVI Satyip SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :  The
matter of presiding over the cabinet meetings is in the discretion of His
Excellency the Governor himself. On many occasions His Excellency has
told me that he may not come in many meetings and I will have to preside
over the meetings, and actually T have presided over many meetings. '

Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAH: On a point of personal explanation,
Sir. Of course, Sir, His Excellency the Governor has got his discretion
whether to preside over a meeting or not. We have got no hand in the mat-
ter. It entirely depends upon his discretion. He can also ask members of
the cabinet to assemble in a meeting and he may preside over it. That is
altogether a different matter, What I say is that whether the Leader of the
House is going to start creating a convention of having cabinet meetings
v._fithout the presence of His Excellency the Governor, except under special
circumstances ?

THE Hon’BLE MAuLAVI Sarvip S;IR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I
have already answered that many times there were discussions amongst the
Ministers themselves in which the Chief Minister presided as His Excellency
the Governor was absent. :

Tue HonN’BLE THE SPEAKER: The Hon’ble Minister means that it
depends upon the discretion of His Excellency whether he should attend a
meeting or not.

Tae HoN’BLE MAuLAvE Satyip SiR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I
can assure the House, Sir, that we never invited 1is Excellency to attend a
meeting,

Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAH: How can His Excellency then come
to preside over the meetings ? g

THE HoN’BLE MAULAgVI Sarvio Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :  His
Excellency the Governor comes of his own accord to attend the meetings, in
exercise of his powers in his ‘discretion’. : o=

MR, FAI};HRUDDIN ALI AHMED : Isthe Hon ble I\’i[]mtslcrtpre_
pared to advise His Excellency that he should not preside over the meetings
Cxcept under special circumstances ? ;

THE HON’LLE MauLavr Sarvip SR MUHAMMAD ,Sf&‘f‘*DULLfi th o
inY advice is sought in matters concerning His Excellency’s discretion’, then

am prepared to advise him accordingly. s TS

Kican Barapun Mavtave BRASMAT ALI: Is the Honw'ble Chiet
{;fﬁnis;cr aware that in some provinces in which COE?_gr e m:};l;n?cs Hae

een tunctioning the Governors are presiding over cabinet mecti ; E

TuE HON’B%.E MauLavi SAIVID SI:AJIR MU%IAMMAD SAADULLA : 'bxr,
I have seen in the press report that in Madras His Excellency presided
over the cabinet meetings. = 1A

TeE Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : I think, the Hon’ble Chzef' Mll:ﬂSthI‘
will do well to describe the procedure how a meeting of the Council of Mi-
nisters is held so that hon. members can understand the way in which His
Excellency gets notice of a meeting and attends it. \

Tue HoN'BLE MaAuravi Sarvipo Sk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
When any meeting of the Council of Ministers has got to be convened, the
Chief Secretary issues a circular or a letter with the agenda to the effect
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that there will be a meeting of the Council of Ministers on a particular date,
time and place and as a matter of course, such a list of business goes to His
Excellency the Governor. Then he comes and presides over the meeting.
In many meetings of the Ministers he does not come and the Council of
Ministers decides matters themselves.

Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAH: My friend Khan Bahadur Maulavi
Keramat Ali may be told that there can be no analogy between the Con-
gress Ministers and our present Ministers.

Kuan Baapur Mauvravi KERAMAT ALI: Oneis ‘vision’ and the
other is ‘sight’.

Appointments in the office of the Executive Engineer, Lower Assam
Division

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED asked :

#150. Is it a fact that Government have issued orders to the Execu-
tive Engincer, Lower Assam Division that permanent vacancies of clerks
in his office are to be filled by passed Accounts clerks ?

¢151. If so, will the Hon’ble Minister in charge, Public Works
Department be pleased to state—

(a) When the said order was issued ?

(b)) How many clerks were given post in this office on a temporary
basis and when these posts were given ?

(c) Whether the said order will stand in the way of persons
mentioned in (4) being made permanent ?

(d) Whether the recognised minorities will not get adequate

5 3 > . . i o
representation in the said office in view of the operation
this order ?

(¢) Whether he proposes to consider the cases of the temporary
staff in the said office and take necessary steps for appointing
them in these vacancies as far as possible ?

]_Tém HowNBLe Mauravt Sarvip S;ir - MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
rep 1ed :

150.—VYes.

151. (a)—In January 1937.

'(b)_—Five temporary and officiating clerks are serving in the Lower
Assam Division, one from January 1933, one from May 1935, and three from
October 1935.

(c)—Yes.
(d)—Any Minority community will get representation when quali-
fied candidates from that community are available.
; (¢)—The names of these temporary and officiating clerks have been
circulated to certain other Executive Engineers for consideration of their
¢ases when filling up permanent vacancies in their offices.
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

Expenditure of three offices of Deputy Directors of Agriculture

MauLavi ABDUR RAHMAN asked :
401. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge please state—
(a) What is the annual expenditure of the three offices of the
Deputy Directors of Agriculture inclusive of their pay and
travelling allowances? C
(b) Whether they propose to give an impetus to Sugar Industry
in Assam ? -
(¢) What are the qualifications of the thrc.c Deputy Directors ?
(d) Whether they are all graduates in Agriculture ?
(¢) Whether they have any research work to their credit ?
(f) What are the qualifications of Inspectors of Agriculture ?
(2) How may of them are graduates ?
(k) Whether any one of them possesses any higher qualifications ?

THE HoN’BLE Mauravi MD, ALI HAIDAR KHAN replied :
401. (a)—The expenditure for the year 1936-37 inclusive of pay and
travelling allowance is as follows—

Rs Rs.
Deputy Director of Agriculture, Upper 18,301 including 2,035
Assam Valley, T. A.
Deputy Director of Agriculture, Lower 17,939 » 1,962
Assam Valley.
Deputy Director of Agriculture, Surma 20,480 2 2,339
Valley.
Total bl 56,720

. As the hon. member has asked about 3 offices it is presumed he did not
intend to include the Deputy Director of Agriculture (L}ve Stock).

(b)—A Sugarcane Farm already exists at Jorhat. Government
wish to give every possible assistance to the Sugar Industry. ;

(¢)—Mr. L. Barthakur—studied Agriculture (with Chcm}str Yy asa
special subject) in the Tohoku University Sappore, Japan, also studied sugar
Mmanufacturing for one season in Formosa. >

Mr. Fazlul Haque—Diploma holder in' Agriculture of the Poona Agri.
cultural College. :

Mr. Benode Behari Das—B.Ag. of the Poona Agricultural College,

(d)—No. [Vide answer to question (¢)].

(¢)—They are responsible for the experimental work on the Farmg
in their charge.

Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: With regard to (¢) are the
Ufficers subordinate to Deputy Directors of Agriculture all trained officers ?

Tue Hon’sLe Mauravr MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN: They are 3]
supposed to be trained officers.

Srgur  PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Will the Hon’ble Minister
consider the proposal of starting an agricultural school in one of the circles
if the officers are supposed to be all trained officers ?

Tue Hon’BLE Mauravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN: We a:.e con-
sidering the question of starting an agricultural school.
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Tue Hon'BLE Mauravi MD. ALT HAIDAR KHAN replied :

(f )—Inspectors of Agriculture (including the Livestock Section)
and Farm Managers are included in one cadre and the following information
relates to the whole cadre :—

No minimum qualification is prescribed. A few of the senior men who
were appointed when Agricultural Colleges were few, hold certificates of a
two years’ course in Agriculture. But lafter recruits are Diploma-holders or
graduates of Agricultural Colleges. The Inspectors of the Livestock Section
are holders of the Indian Dairy Diploma.

(g)—Eleven.
(h)—One of them completed a post-graduate course in Dairying
and three are undergoing post-graduate courses of training at Pusa and

Coimbatore.
Development of Industries in Assam
MavrLavi ABDUR RAHMAN asked :

402. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Industries please state
what is the gross annual amount spent by the Government for the develop-
ment of Industries in Assam, during the last three years ? <

403. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge please state what cottage
industries do Government patronise and support ?

404. Do the present Govern.ment propose to make a programme imme-
diately for the gradual introduction and development of smaller industries in

Assam ?

Tre Hon'sie Mauzavi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN replied :

402.—Excluding expenditure under development schemes financed by
the Government of India the expenditure has been as follows :(—

Rs.
19%4-35 it e 1,74,763
19:35-36 ... 1,85,460
1936-37 2,00,562

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister be
pleased to state what proportion of the total expenditure is spent towards
the salaries of the officers ?

Tue Hon'sLe Mauvravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN : I want notice
of that question, Sir.

Mauravi ABDUR RAHMAN : Is the Hon’ble Minister prepared t
start an Industrial School in a proper centre of the province for : l ‘0
sing industry ? populari-

Tue Hon’sLe Mauvravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN :
of the hon. member is not clear to me.

Kumar AJIT NAR{\YAN DEV : ‘Do the Government propose to
provide regular contributions to the private technical institutions of the
Province ? 2 :

Tue Hon’BLE MAULAVI MD.] AIC.IJI I;AID;’]&R KHAN : Some of :}m

rivate technical institutions are already being helped by Gov
P Tug Hon’BLE MAULAVI MD. AL_I HAI]:?AR KH ANY rcpf_:;gr.nent.

403.— Government help by technical advice the two main cottage indus-
tries of the province, viZ. I‘-Iandloom Weaving and Sericulture, Go B
have also started Peripatetic Soap Demonstration classes to encourage soap
industry on a cottage scale. Instructions are now given in Durry Weaving

The question
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at the Sylhet Technical School and fine Silk Weaving at the Government
Weaving Institute, Gauhati. For the benefit of the handloom weavers
arrangements have been made for instructions in Dyeing and Calico print-
ing. Government also patronise cottage industries by purchase of the
products of cottage factories such as Rubber Stamps, Inks, etc., when such
articles compare favourably in price and quality with the articles Govern-
ment used to purchase before. They also support cottage industries in
deserving cases by industrial loans.

Basu HARENDRA NARAYAN CHAUDHURI : Sir, we find in the
answer that Government also support cottage industries in deserving cases
by industrial loans. Will the Government be pleased to place one or two
instances where such help has been given ?

Tae HonsLe Mauvravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN: Ido not
remember any instance now. If the hon. member wants I can give him
the information later on.

Basu HARENDRA NARAYAN CHAUDHURI: The answer is
there, Sir. *“T'hey also support cottage industries in deserving cases......... ¥

TuE Hon’sLe THE SPEAKER : The Hon’ble Minister says that infor-
mation can be supplied to the hon. member, if he wants, as to which
industrial institutions are being helped.

THE Hon’BLE Mauvravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN: Will the hon.
member please repeat his question ?

Basu HARENDRA NARAYAN CHAUDHURI: I want to know
one or two such cases in which Government has granted industrial
loans ?

Tue HonN'BLE Mavravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN : 1 have already
said I do not remember the exact instance, but I can give him the informa-
tion afterwards.

Sryur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA : Is he prepared to give this
information within the present session ?

Tae HoN’BLE Mauravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN: Yes, Sir.

Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Do the Government consider
the desirability that Government officers should purchase and use articles
produced in these institutions of weaving and other cottage factories, by
way of patronising and supporting those industries ?

Tue Hon’BLE Mavravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN: Does the hon,
member mean in private capacity or in official capacity.

Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Yes, in official cloak, in
official dress.

Tae Hon’BLE Mauravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN: In that case
I will say, we are already patronising those industries. X

Mr. KEDARMAL BRAHMIN: What steps have Government taken
for the improvement and culture of Afuga Industry in Kamrup ?

Tue HON'BLE Mauvravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN: Does that
question arise, Sir ?

Mr. KEDARMAL BRAHMIN: Yes, itis in connection with cottage
industries ; Muga is a cottage industry of Kamrup.

MauLaNA -~ ABDUL HAMID KHAN : Sir, ¢ta@eie!  district @3

Amisa <I4 Ta 36T «1+y, South Salmara Y91, WA U @
'!E-[ﬁt(!f[ idld 939 TAh BErH g fr.;a- fam) weal ®9 ﬁ??

: tﬁE Hon’sLe Mauravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN : I want notice
or at.
MavLavi ABDUR RAHMAN : May I know whether Government

is prepared to open classes attached to certain schools to giv ici
e : - @ e
the indigenous industries of the province ? & ool
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A I'HE tI:ION’B{_.E 1;\)JAMUL1A.V1 Sarvip S;Ir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Does

that question arise ? Moreover, the question i rue—**

in certain schools”—what schools ?q S e
M_AULAVI ABDUR RAHMAN : I want to know whether the Govern-

ment is prepared to open in certain schools—selected schools—industrial

-

classes ?
Tue Hon’BLE MAauLAv Saryip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : In

high schools ?
Mavravi ABDUR RAHMAN : Yes.
Tae HonN’BLE MAuLAvI Sarvip SR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : The

question of adding vocational classes in high schools is being considered in

the scheme of rural reconstruction.
Srijur GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : Has the Government done
anything so far to encourage spinning which is another cottage industry

of the Province.
~ Tue How’BLE MaurLavi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN: It is also done
in the weaving schools. ?

Sryur MAHADEV SARMA : From the replies given, may I enquire
how the Ministers are also patronising the products of cottage industries in

Assam ?

Tue HoN’BLE MAuLAVI Sarvip SR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : I
The answer is quite clear under question 403.
dustries by purchase of the products

am sorry to intervene again.
inks, ctc., when such articles

“Government also patronise cottage in
of cottage factories such as ruber stamps,
compare favourably in price and quality with the articles Government used
to purchase before”. What more can we_say beyond that ?
Sryjur GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : Sir, I have not got an answer
to my question. What Government has done to encourage spinning ?
Tue HoN’BLE MauLAVI SAIYID SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : It

is already said that spinning is a part of the curriculum of the weaving

school.

Basuy HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTIL : The answer is

«Government also patronise cottage industrics by purchase of the products
May I know what

of cottage factories such as rubber stamps, ink;-cto:2unas
uring the current ycar and in what way ?

sum Government has spent d
Tre Hon'sLE Mauravi MD. ALIL HAIDAR KHAN : Probably that
does not arise, Sir. If it arises, I require notice.

Srjur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Are Government prepared
to issue a circular to Government officers that all of them must purchase,
as far as possible, articles from thesc weaving and other factories ?

Tue HowsLE Mauravi MD. ALT HAIDAR KHAN: I will see what

I can do in the matter, Sir.
Tue Hon'sLe Mauravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN replied :
ent must necessarily be mainly a matter for

404.—Industrial developm
all in its power to encourage such

private enterprise. Government will do
development.

Kumar AJIT NARAYAN DEV: With reference to the answer given—
“Government will do all in its power to encourage such development”—
how do the Government propose to encourage such development ?

Tre Hon'sLe Mauzavi MD. ALL HAIDAR KHAN: We have got
every desire to do it, and we will think out means how to doit.

Posts of Manual Instructors

Kuan Sams Mauvravi SAYIDUR RAHMAN asked :
405. Will Government be pleased to state when the posts of Manual

Instructors were created in Assam ?
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406. Will Government be pleased to state how many posts of Ma:éu_al
Instructors in the Assam School Service were created in the Province and in
which of the schools ?

407. Is it a fact that vacancies in these posts have alwaS{S gccn_ ﬁ”:dtip
by promotion of incumbents from the Lower Assam School Service to the
Assam School Service ? :

408. Isit a fact that Babu Devendra Nath Mahin tawwasalpli?lrsri?]iicgoio
the Assam School Service when appointed to the post of - aril;ioﬂ e
Dibrugarh Government High School, due to the resig
Sachindra Nath Chatterjee ? Sy '

409. Is it a fact thau1]: Babu Dwarika Nath Das was Slmlltdgl?lhl::t'oc'sgstig
to the Assam School Service when appoixétcd éf})l thg}:’jﬁ;‘}fy ELELY:
by the promotion of Babu Abinash Chandra Chou £ %

d 418. Is it a fact that the Drawing Master at KarlmgaIr_ll_}_ }‘:’hSO }:vai
formerly the Manual Instructor of the Dibrugarh Government High Schoo
is in the Assam School Service ?

THE HON’BLE SHAMS-UuL-Urama Maurana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied :

405.—In 1914, -
406.—Two. In the Government High Schools at Sylhet and Dibru-

arh.
= 407.—Yes.

KHAN SAHIB MauLavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN : Is the Hon’ble
Minister aware that the present incumbent of the Dibrugarh G‘_ovet.‘nme-nt
High School though recruited from the Lower Subordinate Service is still
in that service ?

Tae  HoN'ste  Smamcur-Urama Mavrana ABU NASR  MD.
WAHEED : T am not aware of that fact.
= KHnan SA}fIIB MaucLavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN :  Is he prepared to take
1t ifrom me that this is go ?

THE Hon’mre SuaM-uL-Urama MaurLana ABU NASR MD.
WAHEED: Yes, | accept the statement of the hon. mcml_:)cr.h &

KuAN Sanm Mauravi SA\YIDUR RAHMAN : Ifso, is the —overn:
mint ready to put him to the Subordinate Service, as has been done in
other cases ?

THE HON‘BLE SHAM‘UL-UL.‘LMA MAULANA ABU NASR MD,

WAHEED : Yes, we shall consider the case.

rcpliz.:;{ & How'sLe Smaus-uL-Urava Mauvrana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED

408.—yeq.
409, —yeq,
410.—Yes,

Census of unemployed youths in Assam
Basu LALIT MOHAN KAR asked :

411. Will Government of Assam be pleased to state if they propose to

take a census of the unemployed youths in Assam, who are either pagsed
Matriculate or of higher educational qualifications and whose ages vary

between 21 and 30 years, stating the district and the community to which
they belong ?
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412. Will Government be picased to state if they propose to formulate
and publish for general information a scheme for giving employment to the
educated youths as aforesaid in agricultural and industrial undertakings ?

THE Hon’sLe MauLavi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN replied :

411.—No. A census of this nature presents almost insuperable difficul-
ties. One was carried out in 1931 in connection with the ordinary census and

proved a failure. The hon. member is referred to paragraphs 115 to 117 of

Part I of the Assam Census Report, 1931. It may not be known to the
hon. member that the late Government constituted an unemployment
Enquiry Committee. A copy of the ad inlerim report of that Committee
is laid on the Library table,

Mauvravi  BADARUDDIN AHMED: Will the Government be
pleased to state what is the nature of difficulties to take the census of unem-
ployed youths ?

THE HoN’BLE Mauravi Sarvio S,k MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
The difficulties are, firstly, we will have to collect from district to district the
members, looking for matriculaies or those who have gone into higher
studies than the Matriculation Examination and looking into their ages
because the ages oughtto be between 21 to 30 years, and also enquire
scparately for each community. These are the various difficulties.

SRUT JOGENDRA NARAYAN MANDAL : May I take it that the

overnment is not willing to take a census ?

THE Hon’sLe Mauravi Sarvip S,k MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : I
have already stated ““no?’,

er st BABL; RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : Cannot the District Officers take
nsus

THE HowBLE Mauravi Sarvio SR = MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
'l{‘hffy can take it provided they are put on special duty and given a special

aff.

Basu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : Is the difficulty insuperable ?

.. TaHE Hon’BLE Maurav: Saryio S/k MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : It
will be very expensive.

KuaN Banapur Mavravi KERAMAT ALIL: May I suggest that the

overnment may call for applications from unemployed youths ?

Basy KEDARMAL BRAHMIN : With an anna stamp ?

Tue HoN’BLE MauLavi SArviD S;lR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : The
late interim ministry of Bihar, according to Press reports, started an 11.1forma-
tion bureau, and if the House so desire, we can also opena register of
unemployed youths, :

BaBU RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : ;.DO the Government consider
that they can tackle this question successfully :

THEY HON’BLE I\/IAUCI{AVI SAIYID S[R MUI‘IAMMAD SAADUI::LA: .I
have already replied to the question of Khan Bahadur Ke;}amat Aclll that if
the House desire that we should follow the P}'Oced“rc of Bl-lir in wiﬁr:a?::
information bureau for unemployed youths in the Secretariat, w

the matter into consideration. . ill th
AUDHURY : Will the
Mauravi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB lcoyfid youths also ?

Hon’ble Minister in charge include other unemp

Tur Hon'sLe Mauravi Saryip St MUHAMMAD S?AD;ILLA; t;F};F
original question is “Will the Government of Assam be p eisc £ ia
they Propose to take a census of the 11116111P]0Yf3d youths 10 Assam ‘;\’” o ;ﬁc
Cither passed matriculates or of higher educational qualifications 7 e

Supplementary question is going beyond that.
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Sryjur MAHI CHANDRA BORA : I have gone through the ad inte-
rim report of the Unemployment Enquiry Committee. Shall I be wrong in
coming to the conclusion that this Committee could only solve the unem-
ployment problem of some of the hon. members of this House.

THE Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : This is not a proper question ; and
I cannot allow it.

Srijur MAHI CHANDRA BORA: My question is that there are
some members of the Assam Legislative Assembly who are engaged in the
enquiry, and they drew certain allowances, but ultimately the result was a
bbilg zero. Therefore my question is that it solved their unemployment pro-

em.

Tue Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : That makes it even more objectionable.
The question is disallowed. ;

Tre Hon’sLE Mauravi Mp. ALI HAIDAR KHAN replied :

412.—As the hon. member will find from the list of new schemes in the
Budget, a start will be made this year by opening an experimental training
farm. Unemployed youths who wish to settle on the land will also be able
to take loans on easy terms. The problem is not one capable of easy solution
and it is necessary to proceed by experimental stages.

MRr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: We find in the reply that ““the
problem is not one capable of easy solution and it is necessary to proceed by
experimental stages’”. By this does the Hon’ble Minister mean to say that
this Rs.1,500 was allotted after giving due consideration to its gravity ?

Tue Hon’BLE Mauravi Sarvip SR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: It
is not merely on account of this that we have started this new scheme for
agricultural colonies. This scheme was before the Government for a num-
ber of years, and ultimately a few youths were trained in the Jorhat Experi-
mental Farm, and it is with a view to help these trained youths to settle on
the land that this provision is made on the budget.

Sryur HALADHAR BHUYAN: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of
the Unemployed Youths Association of Nowgong ?

TaE Hon’BLE MauLAvi Satvip SirR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I
believe we have received a copy of their proceedings.

Srjur HALADHAR BHUYAN: Is it not a fact that some 2,500
bighas of land have been thrown open to some 50 young unen{ploy;d youths
of the district on the lines suggested by the Unemployment Enquiry Com-
mittee of 1934, but not a single farthing has been advanced to them by
way ol aloan ?

k Tue HoN'BLE MauLavi Sarvip Sk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: We
know that a colony was started by the previous Government and an area
was thrown open.

Sryjur HALADHAR BHUYAN: Do the Government propose to
advance them any money by way of loans ?

THE Hon’BLE MauLavi Sarvip SiR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: If
they apply when the present budget provision is passed, the matter will
receive consideration.

Srijur GAURIKANTA TALUKDAR : For how long are we passing
through that experimental stage ?

Tue Hon’BrE Mauravi Sawvio SiR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

Either my friend has misunderstood the reply or the hearing from that
corner of the room is faulty. We trained some youths in the Jorhat Experi-
mental Farm and we propose to settle them in the Kokilamukh colony.

Srijur GAURIKANTA TALUKDAR : What about the other unfor-
tunate youths ?
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THe Hon’BLE MAuLAvr Sarvip Sr MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: If
there is a demand for training in other centres we shall take that matter into
consideration.

Srgjur MAHADEV SARMA : Government can help in other respects
also; this is not the only way. There are many other things besides agricul-
ture,

Tar Hon’sLe MavuLavi Sarvip Stk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : We
are doing many things within the allotment of our funds. Weare already
helping small handicrafts by giving industrial loans.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: The question was ‘ Will
Government be pleased to state if they propose to formulate and publish for
general information a scheme for giving employment to the educated Youths
as aforesaid in agricultural and industrial undertakings P The reply is ““As
the hon. member will find from the list of new schemes in the Budget a start
will be made this year by opening an experimental training farm. Unemploy-
ed youths who wish to settle on the land will also be able to take loans on
casy terms. The problem is not one capable of easy solution and it is neces-
sary to proceed by experimental stages.” But what about industrial affairs ?

€re is not a word about that.

THE HoN’BLE MAuLAVI Sarvip SiR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I
find, Sir, the hon. member is quite correct that no information is given
about other industrics. But most probably the Department thought that as
a definite question comes immediately after the reply to this question (ques-
tion 418) they observed economy of words and thought there is no n:zed
to reply to that part of this question. The question is * Is the Hon blE

ister in charge aware that bell-metal utensils are widely used, etc.?

The reply is « Stipends for training at Benares in brass and bell-metal work
awarded (r ¥

tions for tra

C training in this industry should be addressed to the Director of
Industries.

2 Government are prepared to grant stipends to suitable candi-
dates.” Apart from that also Government are trying their level best to help
students to take up industries for making soap, umbrellas, etc., and if anyone
wants to start a small factory and seeks loan for the purpose and applies to the
Dl;‘ector of Industries, Government will see that such loan is granted, but one
thing is necessary that those applying for loans must be able to furnish security.

Basu KAMINI KUMAR SEN : Sir, the question No.412 is: “Will the
Government be pleased to state if they propose to formulate and publish for
general information a scheme for giving employment to the educated youths”
Do the Government p:opose to formulate such a scheme ?

THe HoN’BLE MauLave Sarymd St MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Yes,

the Ministry of Industries has asked the Director of Industries to submit a
scheme. 2

Bapu HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI :
ment propose to give sufficient lands to the
these experimental training farms ?

THE Hon’BLE MAULAVI SAIVID SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : If
there is a demand in every district for training, yes.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER‘{E‘E: X 'fhcn amé to und?rstand, Sir,
that he trained vouths will get this assistance and no one else ?

_cI)‘r;{lg }‘I}SN’B;E MXULAVI SAIYID SIR MUHAMMAD _SAADULLA ST
the hon. member has got any particular instance, let him apply and see
whether Government is sympathetic to him or not.

Sriur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA : What is the proper number of
these youths, Sir ? T asked that question but it has not been answered.

Tue Hon’sre Mavravi Sarvio SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: We
trained abont 18. But I do not know how many will settle on the land.

Do the Govern-
people who receive training in

om time to time according to the applications received. Applica-
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STATEMENT MADE BY THE HON’BLE SPEAKER REGARDING
PRIORITY OF CUT MOTIONS

THE HoN’sLE THE SPEAKER: Before I call upon the members to
start discussion of the demands, I want to point out one matter which the
House should pay special attention to. Now, as our rule stands, it says that
when a cut motion is to be taken up the cut motion which is highest
in value should be taken up first. The other day I ruled that in discussing the
cut motions we should proceed in the order in which the head to which they
relate appears in the Budget. I decided to follow that procedure because I
found it to be more convenient. Now, if hon. members will look into
the list that is before them they will find that the cut motion which stands in
the name of Mr. Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed bears the highest value. If we
follow the procedure that is laid down in our rules then we are to discuss that
motion first. This is a procedure which is quite different from the proce-
dure which we followed the other day. And if we are to follow the proce-
dure laid down in our rules, there will be some inconvenience caused which I
want to point out. The inconvenience will be that discussions on motions
which have been tabled under a particular head will be detached from one
another. Suppose under head A there are ten cut motions, one of which is for
Rs.100, one for Rs.10 and another for Re.1 only. And suppose there are also
cut motions under some other head, one for Rs.500, one for Rs.50 and one for
Re.l. Ifwe proceed according to the value then we shall first have to discuss
that cut motion the value of which is Rs.500 which may relate to a head
other than A. Then again we should discuss the motion under A of the valua
of Rs.100. After that we should discuss a cut motion under D of the value of
Rs.50 and thgn come back again to the cut motion under A, I belisye the
House would not like this inconvenience. Therefore I decided to take up the
motions in the same order in which the heads to which they relate stand and
that according to the values of the motions—first the cut motion of the
highest value, then the next highest and so on.

I find that this is perfectly in accord with the practice obtaining
in the House of Commons of the British Parliament. If we follow
that procedure then I shall have to call upon Babu Rabindranath Aditya
to move his cut motion which is of the highest value and whichis No.4 in
the list and relates to minor head A. There is also one peculiarity in the cut
motions which have been tabled. Some members have taken the total of a
minor head and proposed a cut motion on that. And some other member
has taken an item out of the detailed items and proposed a cut motion for
that. All these cut motions really relate to the head under which these
detailed items are included. So I shall propose to take the cut motion which
stands in the name of Babu Rabindranath Aditya. Thereis one point I
would like to mention here. Hon. members will find that the cut motion
No.3 of Babu Shibendra Chandra Biswas is on a minor head A and cut
motion No.4 is also a cut motion on the same head. But the hon. members
will find that there is a difference in the amounts mentioned in the two cut
motions. The cut motion of Babu Shibendra Chandra Biswas gives the figure
Rs.2.20,470 whereas the next cut motion gives the figure Rs.2,18,000. But if
the hon. members will lock into the Budget then they will find that the figure
given by Babu Rabindranath Aditya is the correct figure and Babu Shibendra
Chandra Biswas has taken a wrong figure and has not deducted the minus
figures for probable savings. Practically these are the same cut motions under
the same minor head and although it is marked No.3, No.4 should come
first. Therefore, I call upon Babu Rabindranath, Aditya to move his cut

motion.
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Basu HARENDRA NARAYAN CHAUDHURY : Sir, before we go to
the cut motions, may I make one submission ? The other day when the
discussion regarding the abolition of Commissioners was going on, the
Hon’ble the Finance Member informed the House that if the cut motion is
carried, about 150 men will be thrown out. But from the Budget detailed
estimate at page 69 I find that only 61 men will be thrown out So, Sir,

may I know if it is fair...............

Tar Hon'BLE MAULAVI SAIYID SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Is that 61 only clerks or including menials ?

Baru HARENDRA NARAYAN CHAUDHURY : Tt includes servants
So, Sir, although the misstatement of the Finance Minister did not make
any difference in the position as he was utterly defeated in the division, is
it fair to the House that he should mislead it ?

Tue HonN’BLE Mauvravi Saryip S;ir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Sir, my impression is that the total is 150. If hon. members will turn to
page 69 of the Budget, they will find that there are two Personal Assistants
36 clerks and 21 servants. Then there are two other clerks and also somé
copyists whose number is not shown separately. Then down below there is
provision for pay of contingency menials. The number of such menialg
charged to contingencies is not shown under establishment. My impression
is that all told the number is over 100. If my hon. friend wants the exact

number, I can give him.
Mr. BAIDYANATH MUKER]JEE : That amount was not included

in the cut motion.

Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : There are a few, Sir, which
have reference to the principles of the land-revenue system, which I think
as the rules states, must come up in the agenda of this day’s business,
because the details have been treated otherwise and will be taken up after
the principles of the land-revenuc system.

Tue Hox'sre THE SPEAKER : What is the number of the hon. mem-
ber’s motion ? .

Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : That is No.36* in the list. J¢
is a cut motion on the principles of the land-revenue system and it mugt

come first. : s
Tue Hon'sre THE SPEAKER : That is a cut motionon the whg)e

grant. There are also some other cut motions on the whole grant, for jp,.
stance the motion which stands in the name of Srijut Kameswar Das, No 35
Really speaking Nos.35, 36, 37, 38 and 39 are all cut motions on the whole
grant. If we follow the procedure which 1 have just now narrated, thep ¢}
other rule which we shall have to follow and which was also in vogue } H
old Council is that no motion shall be made for reduction of a gramn the
whole, until all motions for omission or reduction of minor items withj s
grant have been discussed. If we follow that rule, this cut motion ILthat
come last, namely, after the motions under the minor heads are dispossdomd
Kuan Sams Mavravi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURYC. o
the previous day, Sir, a time limit was fixed. Will the Hon’ble § 20
please fix a time limit to-day also ? s
Tume How'sLe THE SPEAKER : That rule holds good to-day also—
7 minutes for the mover, 7 minutes for the Hon’ble Minister replyin d
5 minutes for each of the other hon. members. rVARERE

®That the total provision of Rs.15,92,700 . j
. .15,92, under grant No.l, Major head—7.—Land
Revenue at page 27 of the Budget be rediced by Rs.100. (To raise a_discussion rega:-di‘rlnt-
codification of land laws and revision of land revenue system.) =
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DEMANDS FOR GRANTS
GRANT No. 1
7.—LAND REVENUE

THE Hon’BLE Sryjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: On the
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to
move that a sum not exceeding Rs.15,92,700 be granted to defray the
charges which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on
the 31st March 1938, for the administration of the head “7.—Land
Revenue .

The Hon’ble the Speaker put the motion to the House.

Basu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: I beg, Sir, to move that the
provision of Rs.2,18,000 under Grant No.1, Major head—7.—Land Revenue
Minor head—Charges of Administration, Sub-head—A.—General Establish-
ment, Detailed head—1.—Pay of officers (total) at page 29 of the Budget,
be reduced by Rs.100. The purpose of this motion is to raise a discussion
as to the oppressive method of ejectment from lands claimed by Govern-
ment as Khash.

Sir, in moving this motion, I submit that the methods of ejectment
adopted by the Government are often more harsh and more oppressive than
those of private landlords. Those of us who are in favour of State land-
lordism must focus their attention on these oppressive methods ofteniimes
adopted by the Government in ejecting persons whom they think undesira-
ble. Even if a person has a bona fide claim of right and if the Government
consider that the land held by him should be taken in khash possession of
Government, they will at once 1ssue a notice to him to remove his fixtures,
etc., from the land ; and if he does not do it within the time specified, he is
mercilessly evicted from the land and the structuresand house are all
demolished. That is the procedure generally followed. Now, if he makes
a petition to the Revenue Officers who are judges in thq matter asserting
his claim, they will at once reject it and send their emissaries to demolish
the house and drive the people out of the land. Government are privileged
never to come as plaintiffs in these cases It is the person aggrieve:d who
has to go to the Civil Court for redress. But unfortunately no time, no
oppor. unities and no facilities are given to the person for getting a declara-
tion from the Civil Court, because if he issues a notice under section 50 of
the Civil Procedure Code, the Revenue Officer at once If:vn:s a'daxly fine
until he vacates the land. And perhaps if he still persists he is at once
forcibly removed from it. I know, Sir, one instance of a man who had his
holding in the village of Barthal, Pergannah Patharia. He was asked by the
Revenue Officer, to remove his buro paddy from a piece of land. A few
days after that notice was served, his houses were totally demolished,
although the notice stated that his buro paddy was to be removed from a
certain piece of land. The Revenue authority became all the more angry
with him, because he served notice under section 80 of the Civil Procedure
Code and wanted to seek relief from the Civil Court.

Tue Hon’sLe Srpyur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: On g,
point of information, Sir. Will the hon. member kindly let me know whep
this eviction took place and what is the name of the person ?

Basu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: The name of the person is
Noyan Ram Das alias Noyan Ram Kopali and the eviction took place this
year about a month or two ago.

In many other cases, Sir, when there is a dispute between Government
and private owners, over any plot of land, Government at once take
recourse to Rule 18 under the Land and Revenue Regulations and force the
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person who is already in possession to take recourse to the Civil Court—and
even facilities of the Civil Court are denied to him by the adoption of pro-
cedure already stated. So my submission is this: in these cases of eject-
ments when a claim of right is asserted by the person in possession suffi-
cient facilities should be given to him to prove his claims and all proceedings
should be stayed till the decision of the Civil Court is given. Generally the
Revenue Officer just after the issue of the notice under section 18 of the
Land Revenue Regulation takes all possible measures of oppression against
the person until he is forced to vacate the land. I t_lunk the oppression done
by the Government for getting possession of land is more severe than what
other private proprietors would do. With these few words, Sir, T beg to
move the motion for a token cut, with a view to effecting necessary modifi-
cation of the rules of eviction. ;i

Tue HoweLe Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Sir, I
want to raise a point of order. This cut motion relates to the pay of the
establishment and the cut can be effected only if the hon, member can
prove that any particular officer has infringed the rules laid down in the
Land and Revenue Regulation. So far as we have heard from the hon.
member no such allegation has been made. He has only referred to the
measures adopted by the officers allowed by the rules. I therefore submit,
Sir, the motion is out of order. My hon. {riend has not said that any
particular officer has done anything in excess of the rules laid down.

Tue Hon'ere TaE SPEAKER : T do not know if the hon. member can
start a discussion about the rules which have been framed by the Govern.
ment. But will the Hon’ble Minister tell me how a member can criticise
the administration of these rules ?

Tue Hon’se Sripur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: He can
resort to two procedurcs. Either he can bring a motion saying that the
rules are not satisfactory, or he can bring a censure motion on the Govern-
ment for not amending it.

Tue How’Bre THE SPEAKER : In budget discussion in what way a
censure motion is to be moved ?

Tue Hox’sre Srjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: If these
rules are not satisfactory steps may be taken for amendment of those rules
or if the hon. member wants to find fault with the Governmen: for not
amending the rules a censure motion can be brought. If the rules are
unsatisfactory he cannot punish an officer for carrying out those rules.

Tue Hon’ere THE SPEAKER : It is not a question of punishment
but a question of censuring Government.

Tue Hon’BLe Srpyur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: It is
curtailing the pay of the officers. That is a sort of punishment,

Tue Hon’sLE THE SPEAKER : This is only a token cut. I think the
hon. members may choose any item which they like for the purpose of
bringing that discussion. :

Tue Hon'sLe Srgur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: In the
Land Revenue Regulation there are rules for carrying out an ejectment
I think I would do well in reading certain passages of that rule, | Rule 18
reads as follows :— : ’

“(1) Subject as hercm?ﬂ:er }iroxgded, thel Deputy  Commissioner may
eject any person from land over which no person hag acquired
the rights of a proprietor, landholder, or settlement-holder.

(2) When such person has entered into possession of land that has
previously been reserved for roads or roadside lands or for the
grazing of village cattle or for other public purposes or has entered
into possession of land from which he has been excluded by geueral
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or special orders and when, further there is no bona fids claim of
right involved, he may be ¢jected or ordered to vacate the land
forthwith, and the Deputy Commissioner may sell, confiscate or
destroy any crop raised, or any building or other construction
erected, without authority on the land

(3) In all other cases ejectment shall be preceded by service of notice
requiring the occupant to vacate the land within three months
and to remove any buildings or fences which may have been raised
on such land, subject to the proviso that crops actually growing
on the land may be allowed to remain till they are ripe for harvest.
Any buildings, fences or crops which have not been removed in
accordance with such notice may be sold by order of the Deputy
Commissioner, provided that the sale proceeds shall, after the
deduction of any amounts due on account of process fees or cost
of sale, be paid to the person who is r_]c'ctcd under this sub-rule,

(4) Any person or persons required by notice to vacate under the last
preceding sub-rule the land which the person or persons occupy,
shall comply with the requisition within the time prescribed in
the notice running from the date of its service.

(5) Any person or persons intentionally disobeying an order or requisi-
tion to vacate under sub-rule (2) or (3) shall be liable to a penalty
which may extend to Rs. 200 and in case such disobedience is
continued to a further penalty which may extend to Rs. 50 for
each day during which such breach continues.”

The hon. member will admit that such a rule is necessary in order to
preveit unauthorised occupation of Government land. We l_lave found,
for instance, in the Assam Valley districts that sometimes it has been
necessary to resort to the provision of this section in cases where some
persons enter into unauthorised occupation of land. This is generally found
in the case of grazing grounds and forest reserves where these people squat
into and by doing so they think that they have gota right from which
they cannot be ousted. They purposely disobey orders of the Deputy
Commissioner and therefore such procedure has to be resorted to. I quite
admit that in some cases the provision of this rule may be w?lated, and if
the hon. member can give me any specific Instances where _téle pcople
have been unduly harrassed, the matter will be carefqlly considered and
would be brought to the notice of the Deputy _C_ommlssmnﬁir SOECel‘neld.
Government are always prepared to make inquify i Casie'st‘il : 11‘3.“1 €s
have been violated. Nobody in this House will say tmf I11'5, IFulc is not
necessary, It has been necessary and found to be uselul. the hon.
member will indicate in what way this rule should be amended GOVﬁrnrr{ent
will take such proposal into consideration. If any hon. member }{rlngs
any proposal or amendment Government will see what they can do. Unless
the House specifically directs in what way they want the rule to be
amended, I think it will be unwise for the House to pass this motion.

As regards other points, unless any hon. member does make any specific
allegation against any particular officer, I think it w'lll not be wise or
proper for any member of this House to agree to this cut motion. So
I oppose this motion.

Baeru RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: I do notdeny the necessity for
such a rule. All that I say is that when there is a bona fide claim...... -

THe Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : Is the hon. member giving a reply ?

Srijur KRISHNA NATH SARMAH: About the alleged infringe-
ment of this rule in my own constituency at Jorhat there isa large number
of people whose standing crop was damaged
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Tae Hon’sre THE SPEAKER: If hon. member wished to speak he
should have spoken before the Hon’ble Minister had replied.

I put the motion to vote.

The motion was put and lost.

Tue Hon'sLe THE SPEAKER :  After this cut motion, I should take
up the cut motion standing in the name of Srijut Sarveswar Barua. The
hon. member has combined both A and B.  He mentions a sum of
Rs. 4,37,452 which is the total of A and B. It will be quite sufficient if he
speaks on (A) only. ;

Srijur SARVESWAR BARUA: Sir, if necessary, in order to bring
my motion before the others in the House, I would like to make the
correction.

Tue Hon'sre tae SPEAKER :  The hon, member may take 3 lakhs
40 thousand. f e

Sryjur SARVESWAR BARUA :  Sir, I beg to move that the provision
of Rs. 3,40,076 under Grant No. 1, Major head—7.—Land Revenue, Minor
head—Charges of Administration, A—General establishment, at page 27 of
the Budget be reduced by Rs. 2.

Sir, the object of my motion is to raise a discussion about the progres-
give enhancement of land revenue which falls due in certain districts this
year.

Sir, it may not be understood by many hon. members in this House
what is meant by this progressive enhancement of land revenue. The last
resettlement operations were taken up in this province in the year 1923-24.
In Kamrup and Sibsagar this resettlement operation was taken up in
1923-24. The present economic depression did not set inin 1924. The
economic condition of the people was very good and the post-war prices
of local produce were there and people were getting a fair return for their
agricultural produce. Since then, however, Sir, things have changed.
But by the time the settlement operations of Kamrup and Sibsagar were
completed the economic depression had not yet set in. The settlement
operations of Kamrup and Sibsagar districts were completed in 1928,
The result was, Sir, that in view of the prosperity of the people—resultant
on the rise of prices after the War Government thought it wise to enhance
the land revenue and increased the assessment in those two districts ; and
as a result the increase in the Kamrup and Sibsagar districts was effected
to the extent of 20 per cent. and 19 per cent. respectively. That was an
increase on the total revenue of the district. But in individual cases
increase took place even to the extent of 100 per cent. in some cases and
in town lands even more than 10 or 15 times ; nay, more eghorbltant assess-
ments took place in certain towns. Sir, I think, at that time Government
little thought that this depression was coming and the raiyats were also not
aware of it. But even then they were not idle. They raised vehement
protests against this. In those cases where enhancement amounted to
more than 25 per cent. of the or.ginal assessment, Government proposed
to introduce the enhanccment by gradual stages, that is, a progressive
enhancement of 25-per cent. at intervals of five years. The entire amount
that was to be increased ovVer the original assessment was divided into four
parts and it was to take effect at stages of five years’ interval. Sir, after
that the settlement of Darrang and Nowgong districts were completed in
the year 1932. There also Government effected similar enhancements in
assessments of land revenue. Perhaps they were at that time under the
impression that the economic depression that set in, was only a passing

TR —————
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phase ; that it would pass very soon and that at the time people would
be e.x_pectcd to pay the first instalment of cnhancement the normal
conditions would return. As a matter of fact, Sir, this assumption has
been i)-ehcd by facts. We are now in the midst of the depression which
began in 1930. TFrom the last year’s Land Revenue Administration Report
it appears that the prices of paddy rose slightly in certain places but there
was no a;_nprecml)ic improvement in those of other commodities. The
prices of fish and milk remained fairly constant. Wages continued low
and thc_rc was no decarth of labour. There was very little appreciable
change in the material condition of the people. F ood was plentiful every-
where but ready cash was still scarce. The position of the raiyat is no
worse but recovery is slow and will take time. Land in the villages has
by no means recovered its correct value and cither fetches low otlers or
none at all with the result that the credit of the cultivating class is low and
money hard to obtain.
Sir, such things are still prevailing in many districts and if progressive
enhancement of land-revenue is now enforced it will be very difficult for
the poor people to pay it. Sir, that the condition of the raiyats has not yet
improved will be apparent from the reply to a question which was ut){)e
my hon. friend Srijut Rajendra Nath Barua the day before yestetdap I¥,
appears from the answer that the number of warrants for attachmenzg. and
the number of estates notified for sale were still increasing in some districts
Of course, Sir, we are now concerned with two districts—I mean the
districts of Darrang and Nowgong. In Darrang in 1928-29, 3,358 warrants
for attachments were issued but in 1933-34 the number rose to 7,579 ; in
1934-35 it was 7,?99 and in 1935-36 it rose to 8,103. Again the numbe; of
estates for sale in 1928-20 was 34 in 1933-34 it came to 1,215 and i
1034-35 it rose to 3,666 ; in 1935-36 it was 8,650. Similarly, Sir in
Nowgong the number of estates notified for sale in 1928-29 was ’onl ’35113
the number of estates notified for sale in 1928-29 was 2,230 ; in 19%3_3‘51
it was 1,615 ; in 1934-35 it again rose to 2,986. Sir, if the conditions of the
people had improved, certainly there would have been a definite fall in the
f warrants for ‘attachments and in the number of estates for

number ol
sale.
Tue Hon’sLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: On a point
of information Sir, which district the hon. member means ?
SRIjUT SARVESWAR BARUA: 1 mean the districts of Darrang and
Nowgong.
E '%“HEgHoN’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I am not
cement of land revenue will come into

aware whether the progressive enhan
operation in the districts of Darrang and Nowgong.

Srijur SARVESWAR BARUA:
Hon’ble Revenue Minister that progre
going to be introduced in the districts o

Tue Hon'sLe Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: No, §j
It is only in case of Lakhimpur district. » I,
Srijur SARVESWAR BARUA: I am sorry Sir, if it is our turn, Sj
I will deal with figures for that district. In Lakhimpur district the nu,mblr’
of estates notified for sale in 1928-29 was 250 ; in 1933-34 it rose to 1 223@1:
in 1934-35 it.was 1,427 and in 1935-36 it was 1,680. It was rising gfad’uau >
There is no signs of economic depression coming down ; rather it is gOirg

up year from year.

I think we have heard from the
ssive enhancement of land revenue is
f Darrang and Nowgong.
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Now, Sir, the number of warrants for attachments issued i_n 1928-29
‘was only 3,697; in 1933-3+ it was 8,655; in 1934-35 it was 6,409; in 1935-36
it was 9,329. This shows, Sir, that in the du}trmtS the condition of the
people is not getting better and so it is not possible for the poor people to be
able to pay the enhanced la.pd revenue. Moreover it is also not justifiable
on the part of Government in the present condition to make demand on the
people to pay land revenue at an enhanced rate. It may be argued, Sir,
that the progressive enhancement oi_' land revenue will continue in those
districts where it has been already introduced. Sir, I feel pity for the
people of those districts and I cannot but sympat‘hrsc with their condition.
So. Sir, 1 would request this Hpuse as w.ell as the Government to reduce the
land revenue in Kamrup and Sibsagar districts to the level that was obtain-
ing in 193¢ and in Nowgong and Darrang districts to the level that wag
obtaining before 1934. :

Sir, as the hon. members are aware, only the other day we discussed
on the floor of this House that these are not the days for the enhancement
of taxes and the majority of the hon. members including us here voted for
the reduction of the local rate in the discussion of the Local Rates Bill. So,
Sir, I think the hon. members would also support this motion to-day.

Tue Hon'sLe THE SPEAKER: The motion moved is that the provi-
sion of Rs.4,37,452 under grant No.1, major head—7.—Land revenue, minor
head—Charges of Administration (total), at page 27 of the budget be re-
duced by Rs.2.

ng Hon’BLE SRIJUT ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Here
again I am constrained to raise a point of order. You will be _Pl_ﬁé}s_ed to
remember that on an objection raised by us as regards t}'u: admlSSlblllty of
certain motions, you said that such objections shall be discussed and decj.
ded on the floor of this House, and therefore Sir, I have got to bn_ng to your
notice that this motion is entirely out of order. The motion intends to
urge the stay of progressive enhancement of land revenue falling due jn
curtain districts. 3

Now, Sir, progressive enhancement of land revenue is made under the
provisions of certain law, and it is impossible for this Govcrnmer}t to

the process of that law. I would refer the hon. member to section 12 of t}.
Assam Land Revenue Re-assessment Act, 1936. N(_)w, Sir, under section
12 of the said Act the enhancement which is made is to be graduateq },
some progressive method, and it is impossible for Government, even jf 7,
wants to do, to arrest that progress.

Srijur SARVESWAR BARUA : Not even by amendment of the Act 2

Tue Hon’sre Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : That ;.
another matter. This Act came into operation only last year, The 15
visions of this Act are absolutely clear. ; If this motion aimed at prq..
cular amount of remission in Lakhimpur district on the ground of ecOlFart.z.
condition there, it would have been in order. But it does not Wantomm
particular remission ; it wants that the provisions of the Act Sh'ouldany
stayed. = Section 12 of the Act reads thus :— be

12 (1) If the total revenue assessed under_th_is part on all the estptes
held by the same owner or sct of co-owners within any assessment gy,
exceeds the former revenue on fhe same area and the revenue as thug oup
hanced exceeds Rs.12, then .SubJCCt as hereinafter provided : E -

(a) in any case in which the enhancement exceeds 25 per cent. but
does not exceed 100 per cent. of the old revenue, it shall T

effected gradually by quinquennial increments each not exceed-
ing 25 per cent. of the old revenue

arrest
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(b) in any case in which the enhancement exceeds 100 per cent. of
the old revenue, the case shall be referred to the Local Govern-
ment for orders.

(2) When the old revenue is less than Rs.12 and the enhanced revenue
exceeds Rs.12 the old revenue shall be taken to be Rs.12 for the purpose of
applying sub-section (1).

(3) It shallbe the duty of the Settlement Officer, at the time of offering
settlement, to endeavour to give effect to the concession mentioned in sub-
section (1) and in case of omission, it shall be open to the settlement-
holder to apply for it to the Settlement Officer within one year of the offer
of settlement.”

Now, Sir, to this law we are bound to give effect ; we cannot stop
giving effect to it. The only thing we can do is that we can grant addition-
al remission to the district of Lakhimpur on the ground of any peculiar
circumstances there, which may be brought forward, but the recommenda-
tion made by this notice it goes contrary to the provisions of the Act and
therefore, the motion is out of order. :

Tue HoN’BLE THE SPEAKER : I think the point of order wanted to
be raised should_have been raised before the motion was moved. However
as it has been raised now I will allow a discussion over it.

SRIUT SARVESWAR BARUA: I have to point out one thing, Sir.
The Hon’blé Revenue Minister has rather misread the law. The law does
not say that thcrc.shall be increments. Increments shall not exceed certain

ercentage ; that is what is provided in the Act. And even, if it is deemed
necessary, the Act can be amended by Government if they so wish.

Sir, here the maximum limit has been fixed at 25 per cent. and the
minimum has not been fixed by that ‘provision of the Land Revenue Re-
assessment Act. Therefore, Sir, I think he has taken advantage of his own
misreading of ,the law.

Tue HON'BLE Smng ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: On a point
of information, Sir.  Did not the hon. member agree to the passing of this

law ? :
SRIJUT SARVESW{\R BARUA : Yes, I agreed to the passing of that
law. But Isee that the Interpretation put by the Hon’ble Revenue Minister

is not correct, %

MAULAVI Ve DDT}_L. 1':‘,-,{1“13, SEXATINIITINDN . Afayg T Al .. Si
that the motion 15 peifectly in order, because Progressive hegh&mfgﬁ: 1L,
land revenue, is in operation and the only way 11 whl"_C[‘hc 1iri:m mcm%a;
record its disapproval of the policy is by a cut molon. ression of the House
has adopted quite a parliamentary procedure to glVE Cxp*

: : ! ion is in order
to the disapproval of the policy. T think the moton 1s AT : s :
(.:‘ Tue HON’BLE Srijur RdPIINI KUMAR GHAUD}‘IiURI zrigth 'It‘}}:'ls
motion does not say anything about realization L?fl £t or?:en}:eigo urglz
. ly wants—hon. i se mark the w o= :
motion only on. members will plcad revenue due ”’. Thereis no

the stay of progressive enhancement of lan ) e
question of realization of land revenue here. It only aims at qualifying the

provisions of the Land Revenue Re-assessment Act. :

Tue HonBLE THE SPEAKER: Itis a well-known parliamentary
practice that when there isa grievance, that grievance can be brought
forward by a cut motion on the relevant demand. .

The Hon’ble Revenue Minister says that there is a procedure laid doyvn
in the law which prevents them from giving effect to the proposal, VthC.:h
has been brought forward by this cut motion and, therefore, the motion is

out of order.
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Now, the object of this cut motion is, as stated in the list, ¢ to urge the
stay of progressive enhancement of land revenue faliing due in certain
districts . The hon. mover of this motion has made it quite clear what
his real object is. Now, if the Government find that they are unable to
give effect to the matter that has been pressed on their attention on the
ground that there is a law, it is up to the Government to come lorward with
a proposal to change the law. Now, that is a matter which the Hon’ble
Minister can say in reply to the arguments put forward—  Well, we cannot
do it ”, or “ we can do it only by changing the Jaw . But that does not
" show that the cut motion should be held to be out of order. So I think,

when the object of the motion is to press upon the attention of the Govern-
ment a certain procedure, if Government find that procedure cannot be
“adopted according to the existing law, itis up to Governmentto come
forward and say ‘“ we cannot give effect to it”. On the other hand if
Government find that there is some reason behind the matter, that has been
pressed upon their attention, it is up to them to say  we are going to do
it . If they are not gsing to do it, they can give arguments, but they can-
not say that the motion is not in order. The object really is to press upon
‘the attention of Government that thereis the necessity of changing the
law in order to give the relief asked for.

TeE Hon’sLe Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: 1 bow
down to your ruling, Sir. There is one thing which I wish to make clear
for my future guidance. As far as I know, Sir, there is a motion for aboli=
tion of capital sentence in this Province. The law is there and so long as
it is in force, we can do nothing. g

Tue Hon'sie THE SPEAKER; But thereis an agitation in the
country for the abolition of capital sentence. If any hon. member wants to
discuss about it and press upon the attention of the Government the desira-
bility of abolishing capital sentence he is entitled to do so. I

Sryur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: Sir, I riscto support the
motion of Mr. Barua on two grounds. I would only say that duungb _Lel:lt
last three years in the district of Lakhimpur two Mauzadars hav}c ; ct e
dismissed for being unable to realise heavy arrears. This will sho*g lt;la(-: e
People of that district were absolutely economically deficient, an 2/

v émor ldr} that part of the district, e 1[:
= €condly, j q e aleieo 8 oeoeeo o AQioulUly adua
CCrease, Tt ‘fa::tr Rl?l'é‘2 Price of paddy per maund has been o1 Ra %ra. i

the same ST S. 2-12 per maund in 1934, in 1935 it was 5. 25

ds good for 1936,

AHADUR MAurLavi KF, gl
SR D RAMAT ALI: What about Jorhat:
I find -'a.ljs-loJT iﬁJ&NDRA NATH BARUA: Iam spe:l:iﬁgoof ‘]]'_,akhimpul“.
went up to Rg 3_(130131'1(‘.6 of pulse in 1934, was Rs. 3 per maund in 1935 it
PEer maund, éo }mrg’el‘lmaund, _but in 1936 it again came down to Rs. 3-9
: ’ 'ng: isr?t SHeTe 18 a gradual tendency of decrease in prices.
i 01(::,: OfﬁSlderano.n I think, Sir, that the condition
helped. ~ With these few words 1 S?Plgaztrt ltr;llsrz;)l‘::?c:n So they deserve to be
[Afen adjourned for lunch.].
POINT OF ORD ter lunch.)
ER RAISED BY THE HON? :
RTEF'ARDING THE LEGALITY OF CERT ALY gg%E&oL%%ISTER
Sind be?E Hon’srr. Mauravi Sarvip Sir MUHAMMAD S NS
to Tk OT¢ we carry on the discussions now going in the House ADULLA §

© # Point of order on a very important matter, The Poilut“irso ;ldt I]' 4
ot free
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from difficulty but we have gone into the matter very cartf?‘f'ulily fnge?;ig
consulted legal op'nion, and I would like to place my point of orde

ou. X

¥ In the demands for grants, we see a large number of cpt.éno!im}'is,nllasogfl‘
symbolical and for total refusal, are being tabled on l;lldIVI ua t.l ss o
Demands for Grants. My submission to you is that.suc Clg motio i
ultra vires of the law. Hon. members are aware that in th_e 0vcrn(:11:fn e
India Act, 1919, there was a difference as regards cut mqtm_r;sl %nouncﬂs 1
for grants between the Cential Assembly and the ch\w“‘l‘c'li‘h o 'S]a.tive
place Dbefore the House the relevant section. 67A( 5 mqe erﬁ'ice 3
Assembly may assent or refuse its assent to any d.cmartxﬂ I:)r };c)),le et
amount referred to in any demand by a rcductioln of t (;\‘s\sr mbl% 8 s
will emphasize the word w'ole. The then Legis ?'“c‘l’f’?.d, lc s
given the power to move cut motions 1n eachc 1n 1‘:11 L.'la 721[;“:21 1-,‘(;151’
demand, but section which applied to the local ouncils iis (2) wf ithe
runs as follows :—¢ The estimated annual cxpendxtu:be fan t;:venue 0'1 :
province shall be laid in the form of a statement before the Council in
each year, and the proposals of the Local Government for the apprg-
priation of provincial revenues and othcr_ moneys In  any year shall be
submitted to the vote of the Council in the form of Demands  for Grants.
The Council may assent, or refuse to assent, to a demand, or may reduce
the amount therein referred to either by a reduction of the whole grant

or by the omission or reduction of any of the items of expenditure of which
the grant is composed *°,

By that section the present procedure...... - :
Tue ‘HON’BLE THE SPEAKER : What section is that ?

Tue HONBLE Mauravi Sarvio Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -
Scction 72D, Sllb—SC(‘t.IO'ﬂ. (2). Under that section cut motions for each item
of expenditure of which a grant is composed was allowed. But under the
Government of India Act, 1935, the legislators seem to have intentionally
withdrawn that power. I refer to Section 79(2) which reads as follows :
“So n.]uch qfthe said estimates as relates to other expenditure shall be
submitted, in the form of demands for grants to the Legislative Assembly
and t?tl:OL;Ig];?]?itwe /;\isscrr:bly shall ha\rg power to assent, or to refuse to
assen ¢mand or to assent to a demand sub; ? i .
amount specificd ticicin', Lo = T ‘]CCt- (o mducuon of the

making a cut on items of expenditure has been withffra{«?n UNGes thfQE@m{Q!ﬁ'
1 find corroboration of this view from "our Legislative Assembly Rules also.
Our rule, the Assam Legislative Assembly Rules, Part 11, rule 91, sub-rule
(2) says that motions may be moved at this stage to refuse or reduce the
total amount of any demand for grant. This clearly shows that cut motions

on individual items of expenditure are not allowed according to present law.
I find, Sir, that this was the p

the procedure in the Central Assembly. There the
House is allowed only to indicate its wi articular questions of policy
For example, they cannot say whether a clerk should be retrenched here or
a choukidar appointed there. I am told, Sir, that a similar procedure
obtains in the House of Parliament,

_My su_,brmssmn, therefore, is that this question requires very I_far?&xl
consideration from you ang also the careful consideration of the m;l =
House. If I am correct in my contention that the cut motnoni a;I ?e
been tabled now are not within the purview of the Government of India

1935, 1d ; but I hope, Sir, you will take
Act, 1935, T do not ask for a ruling at once, bu dict. ‘So far- a5 gh
your time to consider and give your considered N N =
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proceedings of to-day are concerned, where there is a minor cut of a small
amount raised in order to bring to the pointed attention of Government any
grievance, I will not object. If there is a cut motion for the total abolition
of any particular item, then I will request for a ruling on the point..

Mr BAIDYANATH MOOKHERJEE: Then, Sir, what is the
meaning of all these specifications here, in the cut motion form. Major
Heads, Minor Heads, Sub-heads and so forth ? These are all misleading
things then. Of course I am ready to be corrected, Sir.

Sryur GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Ifitis the intention of the Leader
of the House that the matter should be discussed at length, I think, Sir, it
is much better if you fix an hour when this matter may be discussed unless
a ruling can be given now. -

Tl—%ﬁ HON’BI_g.E Mauravr Saryio S;ire MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I
have already suggested that, Sir.

TrE H?)N’lgli THE SPEAKER : If the hon. members are I‘l(()it rcadéf
to discuss that now, that may be done to-morrow. What I un }frstarﬁ
from the Hon’ble the Finance Minister is this. His contention is that t}i ;
House:is quite entitled to reduce the main demand by any amount 65;
like. As for instance, the House agreed the other day toa reductlloncc)l
Rs.78 thousand odd. His contention is that that reduction can be allgwt}:)
but the House is not entitled to say that this Rs.78,000 odd Sll;?'uh z {t:
reduced in this way or that, as in this case by abolishing the eSt?i LS :n tllxle
of the Commissioners. His point is that this reduction will stan 2 LE'usin
desire of the House that this reduction is intepd'ﬁd for the purptt:sc f)’c rﬁeedeg
the staff or abolishing the staff of the Commissioners 18 mt)“t (t?ion 79 of the
to. The procedure adopted being against sub-section (2) o sIcch' Tttt is
(};]overnment of India Act the whole thing is ulfra vires. thin
the point raised, :

o Hon’BLe Mauravi Savio Sir - MUHAMMAD SAADULC}JA-
1;155, Sir. We cannot raise a cut on each individual item but we can reduce
the total grant by a particular motion. e s

Tse Honinte THE SPEAKER : 1 think bis fupthempo Rty thatiwhen
the House proposed to reduce the main demand by a big sum as OIE‘I instance
by Rs.78,000, the reduction that was effected the other day, the House ‘i"as
also entitled to discuss that such and such item should be reduced ; but that

1 indi joim : of order-ho hasTaised,
1s not binding on Government : this ic  tha paine .
ARG 1, et 9 Yoy 1mportant one and should be looked into. If the hon.

House wants that it should be discussed now, then the House may do so.
If the. House wants time, I think to-morrow morning may be given for
the purpose. I shall also think over the matter and give my ruling.

Knan BAnaDUR Mauravi KERAMAT ALI: I think we shall take it

to-morrow afternoon.

THE Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : Yes, to-morrow is Friday and we shall
take it up after questions.
Rar Barapur PROMODE CHANDRA DUTTA: It seems that the
2overnment have realised their position now, We would like to have some
time to discuss this question. All these days we have been discussing the
Zotons. But all of a sudden as soon as we have effected a big cut,
Government have thought that they must have power in their hands.
Tue Hon’sLe THE SPEAKER :  That is the instinct of self-preservation

and Government must be prepared to protect their own clerks from
€xtinction.

Tme Hon'sLe MAULAVI SANVID S MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
I quite adII'lit that this point did not strike me so forcibly originally. But
when a major cut was made the other day, although I was doubtful about

e
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| position, I had no time to give my ipll consideration to it and
';};Fell'etgoaltl?c relevzlnt sections. ~ Luckily the Auditor Gcne-ral also was here
yesterday and we discussed the point, as I thought it wasa very 1mf}.)?rtia.nt
matter which needs looking into and we consulted the G_ovcxinmén]ta_o n lad.
Therefore, my hon. friend who once occupied a placz in };IF abinet an
who knows well that we have to consult various matte;s e.orft:_ comlfx}g Itf?
a decision, is not justified in saying that it is because o a? ins ;‘n?: oHse =
preservation that we have risen to-day to draw theattention of the House
is important question.
& tl}l{.SAlIlnII;AHADURq PROMODE CHANDRA DATTA :l ‘Tha\f\f remark has
fallen from you, Sir, not from me. However, it cOmEs to this. e Clan make
a lump reduction within a demand but we a':an;oz.psmt out what that
- reduction should be. That seems to be 1fa’_-w!w C‘I\I a JE:E‘-;{;%,NUE
DEMANDS FOR GRANTS 7,—LAND NUE
Sriyjur LAKHESVAR BAROOAH: Sir, I shall be failing in my duty
if I do not speak a few words on this important motion. Sir, the temporarily-
settled districts of Assam are subject to successive cnh_ancemeuts of‘ evenGe
along with successive settlements and for this the policy has received well
merited condemnation for the last ten years on the f}oor of this House
from many hon. members. The other day the Hon .b-lc the Revenue
Minister pointed out to the House the conditions under which enhancemen s
of rent are justified. The main conditions are, first, the comparative Increased
value of the agricultural products, second, the increased pr:o:luctlve cancit
of the soil resulting in the increased output from th§ soil aqd thnlrj!y the
increased facilities given to the agricult_u}‘lsts for marketlflg their agricultural
products. These are the three conditions u'ndcr which enhancement of
Jand revenue may be made. These I think are provided for in the
Resettlement Manual—I am open to con‘ection_, _Su‘. S_O far as Assam
Valley is concerned, not a single one of these conditions existed at the time
of the last settlement. On the contrary the price of agricultural produce
was found to be reduced by 50 per cent. all over the province. Paddy is
the only commodity by selling which agriculturists get some money. The
price of paddy Ras been reduced by 50 per cent. Rice that was sold at 10
seers per rupee in 1912, i.e., at the time of settlement before last was sold
at 16 to 20 seers for a rupee at the time of the last settlement. The
productive capacity of the soil has decreased considerably. Not a single pie
from the provincial coffers has been applied for increasing the productive
capacity of the soil Not a single pie frem the provincial coffers has been
spent for improving village communications. In spite of these patent facts

the revenue was enhanced by 23 per cent. and in some centres it was
enhanced by a thousand per cent.

So far as Tinsukia is concerned, the
revenue was enhanced from Rs.10 to Rs.220 per bigha.

Tue HonN’BLE Sryjur ROHINI KUMAR. CHAUDHURI: Is that in
the town area or in the rural area ?

, Srjur LAKHESVAR BAROOAH : It is a town area.

Tue Hon’BLE Sryjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : And that
in the market place ?

Sryur LAKHESVAR BAROOAH : It may be, Sir.

Sir, I understand from the Hon’ble Revenue Minister that he is
going to apply the progressive enhancement in Lakhimpur, which I think
is the poorest district in the whole province. Financially, educationally
and in other respects it is tiie most backward district in the whole province,
Opium has eaten into very marrow of the people of the Lakhimpur
district. Lakhimpur consumes the largest amount of op

! . ium purchased by
Hon’ble the Minister for Excise. In view of these facts my humble request




856

to the Housc is that they will consider the motion very carcfully and stay f:he
application of the realisation of enhanced revenue in this poor district.
With these words T appeal toBthc hon. members to support the motion of
iend Srijut Sarveswar Barua.
i fSr;?Jna.‘Jt M.ﬁle[ CHANDRA BORA: Sir, I should like to add only a
few words to what has already been spoken by my hon. friend from
Lakhimpur, especially with reference to the town of Nowgong, where the
realisation of land revenue at an vn.hzmccd rate  has been  going on. Sir,
during the last re-settlement operations whl_ch ended in 1932 ip the town
of Nowgong, classification for assessment of land revenue was based upon
the rental and sclling values of land, and the result was (hat the lands in the
town were divid:d iuto ten classcs and the progressive chanced rates of
land revenue were introduced in the following manner. The rate for the
trade class I for the first four years is Rs.100 per b;gh'a, for the second four
years, Rs."50 per bigha and afterwards Rs.200 per bigha. The trade class
II rate is Rs.45 per bigha for the first 4 years, Rs.70 for the second four years
and afterwards Rs.90. For the tradc class III it is Rs.20 per bigha for the
first four years Rs.35 for the sccond four years and afierwards Rs.45. For
the trade class IV-and for unutilised trade sites it is Rs.6 for the first four
years, Rs.6 for the next four years and afterwards Rs.6 per bigha. For the
residential first class Rs.8 per bigha for the first four years, Rs.12 for the
second four years and afterwards Rs.12. For the second class residential it
is Rs.6 per bigha for the first four years, Rs.9 for the second four years and
Rs.9 afterwards. For third class residential it is Rs.4-8 per bihga for the
first four years, Rs.6 for the second four years and alterwards Rs.6. For
the fourth class it is Rs.2-8 for the first four years, Rs.2-8 for the second
four years and afterwards. For unutilised land it is Rs.2 per bigha for
the first four years, Rs.2 for the second four years and alterwards,
Now, Sir. at that time there was also a standing order from the Govern-
ment that the Deputy Commissioner should examine the position after four
years and if the slump in values continues, he should make recommendation
if necessary for variations the scale of rates. Now, Slr,_m spite of the protest
from the public of Nowgong town, the Deputy C_Omfmssioner has failed to
make an enquiry into this matter, and the realisation ofland revenue at
the graduated enhanced rates has been going on without any enquiry

whether the slump in values continues or not.
ToE How’Bre Srgur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Qp ,

point of information, Sir. When was that enhanced rate brought into force
in Nowgong ? ; -

Srijur MAHI CHANDRA BORA : This year which is the second four-
year pcriod, The Dcputy Commissioner did not €Xamine thﬁ Situatio
in terms of the orders from Government. A representation 3
submitted to the Deputy Commissioner on the 8th of May by the pub]iwas
Nowgong town. It was not heeded to or enquired into as far a5 my ing of
mation goes. My submission is that the slump in values of town lands OrE'
Nowgong is still continuing and the Government report I think will b o
me out in this matter. Therefore, Sir, Government stand guilty of ::laltr
charge of breach of their own rules. And this attitude of Governmen?;
deserves our emphatic condemnation. I therefore, Sir, pray that the
hon. members of the House will come to the help and rescue of the town
people of Nowgong. With these words, Sir, I support the motion,

Maurana ABDUL HAMID KHAN: = Sir, gfia ®+r3 o« 1%
EANE
jECa Atg ) gfa 23 <3 $RE7T FAA3 g7 1% 1%ea Atwpn 3% 13—3(3
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Sryjur KRISHNA NATH SARMA: 1In supporting this cut motion
I beg to draw the attention of this House to the fact that I had the privilege
of making an inquiry into the condition of the people of my district. Sir,
we have lound that the productive capacity of the land is gradually
decreasing vear after year. It has been calculated that the yield per acre
of paddy is about 44 puras which is valued at Rs.22 and the cost of cultiva-
tion per acre is found to be above Rs.32, and the Hon’ble Minister told us
the other day that the tax per acre 1s Rs.8. According to this calculation
the income is Rs.22 whereas the total cost comes to Rs.40. So there is a
net loss on paddy cultivation of Rs.18 per acre or say Rs.6 per bigha.

Sir, the last resettlement has mcrea_scd the land revenue by means of
an artificial classification of lands anq vi_llagcs fmf,n 25to 70 per cent. and
the authorities based their argument i favour of increment upon the price
of paddy, valuation of land and upon the few Juxurics sucllll_ ?15 l;;‘c_ of
umbrella, a decent dress in ceremonial occasions that any high officials
specially Europeans observe and the vaunted talk of gooed communication,
railways and motor bus and the alleged use of gold ornaments and brass
utensils by our village people. Now the same argument applies when we
find that the price of paddy has gone down, value ofg:landshas sbeen
estimated as Rs.2 to Rs.5 per bigha ; the principle of assessment as based on
increase in the price of agricultural produce and mcrcasc_:d prosperity of
the people falls to the ground. I also submit that at that time Government
servants especially the highly paid servants wanted increment because the
price of food stuff increased and as a matter of fact they were given
increased salary. Now that the price of food stufl’ has gone down, h‘avc
these officers’ standard of comfort and their pay been reduced ?  "That
cannot be done, because it will mean loss of prestige. Whereas in the case of
the poor raiyats although the value of land and the price of agricultural
produce has considerably fallens Government will not pay heed to that.
There is a cry for relief but the Government wants that the progressive
st e rcalised :astMOIELINONCY 1S required to mcet  the
additional expenditure in connection with the Public Service Commission,
Revenue Tribunal and the Upper Chamber, ctc. The mauzadars are given
more commission, land revenuc collection by oppressive methods arc  consj-
dered as a sign of prosperity of the people. We want that oa the basis of old
argument the assessment must revert to the pre-tesettlement days and the
enhancement must be stayed until the price of agricultural produce goes up,

With these words I support this cut motion. :

Tre Hon'sLe Sryur ROHINT KUMAR CHAUDH[_JI}I © As regards
the point raised by my hon. friend from Nowgong, I may inlorm the House
that the attention of the Government was drawn to the complaint which
he has lodged only recently by a qucstion and we have .ask?d thg Deputy
Commissioner to report on it. If we find that the facts are as stated by the
hon. member in this House, we shall try to find the remedy for it.

Now, I come to the question of Lal;l}impur. IfI havc’ undcrstoofi ic
hon. member aright, what he wants is this: lh?t although in other districts
the deferred enhancements have already Leen in  progress and have _been
collected, he desires that special {reatment should be accorded to the district
jrom which he hails. I would ask {he House if it would be fair to accept
his demand considering _that it (Government. grants any general reduction
of revenue the district of Lakhimpur will share the profit equally. L
Srijur SARVESWAR BARUA: It is not the question of granting
€qual or unequal reduction of land revenucs. It isa question of foregoing
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the amount which Government would be entitled to “in the course of pro-
gressive enhancement in addition to the reduction now given.

Tue Hon’sLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Then he
would not say that in the district of Lakhimpur the rate of reduction should
be lower than in the other districts. If the hon. membe ¢ hear how the
enhancement has taken place in other districts they will agree with me that
the district of Lakhimpur has been very lightly dealt with. As a result of the
last resettlement there was enhancement of 29 per cent. in the district of
Nowgong; 27-98 per cent. in Sibsagar, in Kamrup 224 pet cent. in Darrang
18-87 per cent. and in Lakhimpur 18'35 per cent. So Lakbimpur has been
lightly dealt with in this respect. Therefore the hon. m=mbers have to
consider whether they desire that the enhanced rate should not operate
in the district of Lakhimpur alone. 4 ' :

As to the allegation that has been put in this Housc that Lakhimpur ia
the poorest in this province, I think, this House will never agree b(_:c.uusc
Lakhimpur has the best tea gardens in the whole of the province, Lakhimpur
has also the best oil fields and coal fields and also......... (Interruptions from
all sides of the House), Sir, patience is a great virtue.

Rar Baumapur PROMODE CHANDRA DATTA: That virtue one
learns when one sits on the other side.

Tue Hon’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: You should
have already learnt it. Certain members of this House have acquired new
habits and when new habits are acquired they lean fondly towards these

habits.

My point was this. In the district of Kamrup we have been very hard
hit. Their only source of income is agriculture, and wl_mn agriculture doc.:s
not produce the desired return then people havp to suffer, because _thcre is
no subsidiary income in that district. In Lakhimpur the agrlcultur}sts have
other means of supplementing their income. They have these oil fields,
they have tca gardens, they can work thcr-c. Therc‘ bus:nc.ss. at any rate,
is far more brisk than in any other di_slrlcts in th_ls province. So I say,
Lakhimpur is not the pourest district in the province. In Kamrup they
could work previously in garduns and they were classcd as Cachari labour.
That system has been stopped now. ‘There people have absolutely no other
source of income than agriculture 3 they have no means to suppltélmcnt their
income. In Lakhimpur middle class men can be employed as fhazira

mohurrir in Tea Estate, in the coal and oil ficlds. : . :
Let us come to the question, who will be hard hithby tl;llzn::nw?!?cg_
ment ? Itis not that this benefit of this dcf‘cn'ed en ancc‘” B e
available to all—to each and every person. Che benefit will be largely
derived by the mercantile people.
Again, for instance in the town of Tinsukia under the olg settlement
he revenue was Rs.10 or 8 per bigha, but now in T'insukia, Doom dooma
and Digboi revenue in these new towns havc’ increas=d to such an extent
that now it is Rs.200 or Rs.150 per bigha. There the benefit was given to
these people and if Government accept the wishes expressed by the hon,
members, greatest benefit will be derived by these people. In the town
of Tinsukia according to the old settlement the vaguc of the lauc} was not
more than Rs.20 or 25 per higha- but now T find in one place it rose up
to ten thousand rupees. Why this increased enhancement ?  Because these
eople actuaily take [rom the tenants some two or three hundred rupees
per bigha. Therefore Government has assessed town lands in this town ag
a much higher rate, considering the market value of the land.
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Then as regards deferred enhancement my friends from Dibrugarh
and North Lakhimpur did not point out a single instance of it. By so
many commitments they accept land revenue, that in some cases the rate
fias heen asscssed at a much higher rate thanin the past In some cases
where some lands which were lying waste were taken for cultivation to-
wards the close of the period the rate was of course increased. WNaturally
there was a great difference between the old rate and the new rate. Lands
which were fallow at the time of the last resettlement were brought under
cultivation towards the end of the settlement and naturally the value of the
lands was rising and the asscssment must have increased in these cases,

Now the whole point is this. Government has been given the benefit
of deferred enhancement. Government could have rcalised if it liked the
whole enhancement at one time. The law lays down that the enhance-
ment should be realised in a particular manner. Therefore according to
faw we have realised in that particular manner. The process of that law
cannot be diverted by Government.

One thing I should like to place before the House and it is that at the
time of consideration of remission of land revenue if a case can be made out
that the district of Lakhimpur is much worse off than any other district
then at the time of granting remission, that particular district .mayv gr‘E
benefit. Ifin the Lakhimpur district the economic condition is much worse
then Government may consider whether in view of this enhancement they
should get enhanced remission. Beyond this Government cannot commit
itself. 1 repeat that if we find that the economic condition of Lakhimpur is

worse than Government thinks, at the ime of granting remission the

case of Lakhimpur will receive particular consideration.

Srjur SARVESWAR BARUA: On a point of informaion, Sir
The Hon’ble Minister says that when a land lies faliow the land revenue ig:
less. but when it is taken under cultivation the land revenue is assessed at a
higher rate. Ts that the correct position, oy

Mauravi ABDUR RAHMAN : I want to know from the hon. mover
if he is going to move the motion only for a particular district. Here I
find that the word ¢ districts * is mentioned.

Srijur SARVESWAR BARUA : 1have made it clear in my speech
that if progressive enhancement is stayed for Lakhimpur, inthat case that
will be a strong = -gument for every district to ask the House to cancel the
enhancement, and I cap say that a resolution to that effect may be brought
in the next session of the Assembly and it will have our whole-hearted
support.

T Hon'sre Tae SPEAKER : Will the Hon’ble Minister please reply »

Tt Hox'piz Swyur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: g ,.
far as 1 know, if a plot of land is lying waste or uncultivated thag rl, e
would be classified accordingly. If in thc meantime under the prj and
clause of the Bill, aland is converted into a beel or into a hiph“}c’})al
cultivable land, rate on that land will be increased. gL clasg

Mauravi ABDUL AzIZ: On a point of information, Sir, Wy
will be the revenue per bigha if the enhanced rate is enforced in Lakh.im _a;:

Tae Howere Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: | CaI.)l.u ;
exactly say, Sir. Ol course, it will not exceed 1835 in the Lakhj DOoL
district. In other districts the enhancement has taken place by 21;1{}331;:
cent.
Srrjur DEBESWAR SARMAH: Ona point of order, Sir. May I
have a ruling on a point, Sir ?  The motion reads thus ‘to :ll'gc e .Jay

of progressive enhancement of land revenue falling due in certain aficias;
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How can the question of Lakhimpur and Kamrup arisc ? Is the hon.
mover correct or proper in distinguishing one district from another, I have
another word to say.........

Tue Hon’sLe THE SPEAKER: This question does mnot arise after
what the hon. mover has himself said.

Srijur DEBESWAR SHARMA : I have another word to say, Sir.
Are we correct in understanding that the cut motion invelves the principle
of not enhancing the land revenue where it is due ? Is that the principle
involved in the motion ?

THe Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : The principle may be involved in the
motion ; but having regard to what thc hon. mover has himself said, I
think, this question also does not arise. He has said that if Lakhimpur be
given remission then this will make a strong case for the remission to be
granted to other districts. -

Tue Hon’sre THE SPEAKER : Now the question is that that the provi-
sion of Rs.3,40,076 under grant No.l, Major head—7.—Land Revenue,

Minor head— charges of administration (total), at page 27 of ‘the Budget be-

reduced by Rs.2
The House divided with the following result :—

AYES—59 Nors—41

1. Babu Akshay Kumar Das. 1. Kumar Ajit Narayan Dev.

2. Mr. Arun Kumar Chanda. 2. Srijut  Jogendra Narayan
3. Mr Baidyanath Mookecrjee. Mandal.

4. Srijut Beliramn Das. 3. Dr. Mahendra Na h Saikia.

5. Srijut Bhuban Chandra Gogoi. 4' Srijut Purandar Sarma.

6. Babu Bipin Behari Das. 5. Srijut Ram Nath Das.

7. Srijut Bipin Chandra Medhi. 6. The Hon’ble Srijut Rohini
8. Babu Dakshina Ranjan Gupta Kumar Chaudhuri.

Chaudhuri. 7. Maulavi Abdul Aziz.

9. Srijut Debeswar Sharma. 8. Khan Bahadur Hazi Abdul
10. Srijut Ghanashyam Das. Maijid Chaudhury.
11. Srijut Gaurikanta Talukdar. 9. Maulavi Md. Abdus Salam.
12. Srijut Gopinath Bardoloi. 10. The Hon’ble Maulavi Md,

13. Srijut Haladhar Bhuyan. Ali Haicar Khan.

14. Babu Harendra  Narayan 11. Maulavi Badaruddin Ahmed.
Chaudhuri. 12, Maulavi Jahanuddin Ahmed.

15. Babu Hirendra  Chandra 13. Khan  ‘Bahadur Maulavi

: Keramat Ali.

Chakravarty. >
16. SrijutjadavyProsad Chaliha. 14. Khan Bahadur Maulavi
17. Srijut Jogendra Chandra Nath. Mahmud Ali. i
18. Srijut Jogendra Nath Barua. 15. Khan Bahadur  Maulavi
19. Srijut Jogcschandra Gohain. Mufizur Rahman.
20. Babu Kalachand Roy. 16. Maulavi Naziruddin Ahmed.
21. Srijut Kameswar Das. 17. The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid
22. Babu Kamini Kumar Sen. Sir Muhammad Saadulla,
923. Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy. 18. The Hon’ble Shams-ul-Ulama
94. Mr. Kedarmal Brahmin. Maulana Abu Nasr Md.
25. Srijut Krishna Nath Sarma. Waheced.
96. Babu Rabindra Nath Aditya. 19. Col. A. B. Beddow.
27. Srijut Lakhesvar Borooah. 20. Mr. A. F. Bendall,
98. Babu Lalit Mohon Kar. 21. Mr. J. R. Clayton.

29. Srijut Mahadev Sarma, 22. Mr. W. R. Faull,
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30. Srijut Mahi Chandra Bora. 23. Mr. W. Fleming.
31. Mr. Naba Kumar Dutta. 24. Mr. B. 1. Barry.
32. Srijut Omeo Kumar Das. 25. Mr. F. W. Hockenhull.
33. Srijut Paramananda Das. 26. Mr. D. B. H. Moore.
34. Rai Bahadur Promode Chandra 27. Mr. R. A. Palmer.
Dutt. 28. Miss Mavis Dunn.
35. Srijut Purna Chandra Sarma. 29. M}:-Bt‘lljat{lin Ch. Momin.
36. Srijut Rajani Kanta Barooah. 30. Srijut B!.lalra!) Chandra Das.
37. Srijut Rajendra Nath Barua. 31. Srijut Bideshi Pan Tanti.
_38. Srijut Sankar Chandra Barua 32. Srijut  Binode  Kumar i
39. Srijut Sarveswar Barua. S'fs.rwax_). -
40. Babu Shibendra Chandra 33. Srijut Dirsingh Deuri.
Biswas. : 34. Rev. L. Gaiphoh.
41. Srijut Siddhi Nath Sarma. 35. Mr. C. Goldsmith.
42. Maulavi Abcul Bari Chaudhuri. 36. Mr. Jobang D. Marak.
43. Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan. 37. The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M.
44. Maulavi Abdul Matin

Nichols-Roy.

Chaudhury. 38. Srijut Khorsing Terang.
45. Maulavi Abdur Rahman. 39, Mr. P. Parida.
46. Maulavi Syed Abdur Rouf. 40. Srijut Rabi Chandra Kachari,
47. Maulavi Dewan Muhammad 41. Srijut Rupnath Brahma,
Ahbab Choudhuri.
48. Maulavi Muhammad
Amiruddin. ;
49. Maulavi Muhammad Amjad
Ali.

50. Mr. Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed.

51. Maulavi Muhammad Maqgbul
Hussain Chowdhury.

52. Maulavi Matior Rahman Mia.

53. Khan Sahib Maulavi Mudabbir
Hussain Chaudhuri.

54. Maulavi Munawwarali.

55. Maulavi Muzarrof Ali Laskar.

56. Maulavi Namwar Ali Barbhuiya.

57. Maulavi Sheikh Osman Ali
Sadagar.

58. Khan Sahib Maulavi Sayidur
Rahman.

59. Srijut Karka Dalay Miri.

Avyes being 59 and Noes 41, th® motion Wa$ carried.

Basu SHIBENDRA CHANDRA BISWAS: Sir, Ibeg to moye {has
the provision of Rs.2,18,000 under Grant NO-_L Mzjor head—7 __ Land
Revenue, Minor head —A.—General Establishment, Sub-head__l,___l-;a
of Officers, Detailed head— ub-Deputy Collectors at page 29 thy
Budget, be reduced by Re.l. £

Sir, in moving this motion I want to raise a discussion regarding ¢h
oppression of collection staff in conncction with the realisation of Agricuif
tural loans.

Tue Hon’BLE Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Op a
point of order, Sir. Should not the motion rcgarding rcalisation or

agricultural loans come more appropriately under Demand No.31 on the
loans and advances?
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.

Sryur GOPINATH BARDOLOI:™ Sir, I beg to differ from the
views expressed by the Hon’ble Revenue Minister. This is a motion in
which we raise a discussion on the subject of oppression of Sub-Deputy
Colficclors in realising agricultural loans. So it must come under this
head.

Tue HonN’BLE THE SPEAKER : The point of order raised is that this
motion should come more appropriately under Grant No. 31. Now, this
objection is raised on the ground that Grant No. 31 relates to “Loans and
Advances” by the Provincial Government. The motion is intended to
raise a discussion regarding the oppression of collection staff employed
in connection with the realisation of agricultural loans. =

Now, the object of the motion therefore is to criticise the conduct
of the agency that is employed for the collection of the loans. Further
the loans are granted from the revenues of the province, and I think that
this cut can appropriately come under this Grant. _Of course it might also
appropriately come under Grant No. 31, but I think that hon. members
are entitled to move the cut motions under this Grant also.

Basu SHIDENDRA CHANDRA BISWAS: Sir, I beg to move
that the provision of Rs. 2,18,000 under Grant No. 1, Major head 7—
Land Revenue, Minor head—A.—General Establishment, Sub-head
1— Pay of cfficers, Detailed head—Sub-Dcputy Collectors, at page 29 of
the Budget be reduced by Re. 1. My ohject in moving this motion is to
raise a discussion regarding oppression of the collection staff in con-
nection with the realisation of agricultural loans. I

Sir, scveral cases of oppression by the loan realising staff have come
to our notice, and I am going to cite one or two of them to show
how these people are being oppressed and that even when they appeal to
the Superiors they do not get any redress. Sheikh Thanda and others
of Jirunda submitted a petition to the Subdivisional  Officer on
8th March 1937, i.e., cn the day fcllowing lhr‘_ orpression. The Sub-
divisional Officer did not take any step, nor did hc_hold any sort of
cnquiry on the allegations made. TIn  the meanwhile  the cffending
Sub-Deputy Collector sent a report to the Sul.:dlwsmna.l Officer alleg-
ing that the Jirunda people had cbstructed  his peon in the discharge
of his duty. The Subdivisional Ofﬁcex: however did n]?t t]z;kc any
steps either on the allegations of Sheikh 1;1}13“3301‘;12 g?jtirsngaerg:gt;?-l&s
made by the Sub-Deputy Collector against 1he : =
ing obs?ruclion of a public servant in the discharge of his duty, presuma-

: st the people would reveal
bly for thereason that any step taken ';gz:;]nes Sub-DEpuI:y o

many ugly things regarding the doings o : =) 3 "

he ky;‘pl‘.g ysi[ent.g Of the gZlil-th March 193‘7‘511(:11:11 ']haril;ﬂai Ssti\dukilcac;-
wrote to the Sukdivisicnal Officer enquiring as LORRMVLL lps zi
been taken, praying at the same time to hold an open cnqu&ry- hi n reply
1o this ithe 'Subdivisional - Qfficer wrote to. the Muktcar unges 13 let“:_r
No. 260LR, dated 22nd March 1937, that the story of the zulum i
“grossly exaggerated”. As a matter of fact he made no enquiries at
all before he wrote this letter. Practically there was no material before
him to hold that the allegations were exaggerated. It may be noted that
no proccedings were drawn up against the persons who were alleged to
have obstructed the pcon. This is significant. However his M'Jktcar
Babu, on receipt of the said reply, verbally moved the Subdivisiona]
Officer 10 hold a local enquiry either personally or }ay some other officer,
and he agreed to do so personally on the 2nd April 1937. The parties
concerned were accordingly informed to be ready on that date., But the
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- Subdivisional Officer did not go there on the date fixed. But on the
Sth or 6th April the Subdivisional Officer went to the spot with the
Sub-Deputy Collector concerned without giving previous intimation to
the parties concerned. As the parties were not prepared for the visit,
they could not produce their witnesses. What report the Subdivi-
‘sional Officer gave, or what {urther steps were taken by him, is not
known. Sheikh Thanda then moved the Local Government for sanction
to prosecute the Sub-Deputy Collector through the Subdivisional Officer.
Some of the allegations against the Sub-Deputy Collector were :— that on
7th March 1937 while the petitioner No. 1, who was never a debtor,
was away from home, the loan realising officer with a large number of
persons including sepoy, chaukidars and villagers, Sadai, Abdul Gafm;,
Sk. Lala and others with whom the petitioners had a long-standir}g enmi-
ty, raided the houses of the petitioners and ordered his men to dismantle
their houses. That thereupon their houses were indiscriminately broken
down, the walls of the houses were thrown down, the roofs of the houses

were badly damaged. The female inmates of the baris were driven away
from the house.

All the articles of the houses were either scattered to
and fro and some were taken away. The petitioner No. 3 has got
a shop of miscellaneous goods which were also scattered through and

damaged.

Sir, the Subdivisional Officer wrote
- muktear that the alleged zulum w

to the aggricved persons’
the answers to questions br

as grossly exaggerated, and now from
: ought in this House we find that the Subdivi-
sional Officer reported to the Government that the allegations on enquiry
were found to be untrue and baseless.  Sir, how the so-called enquiry has
¢en made is stated above. Sir, this sort of allegations sometimes come
to the notice of the public against the police, but the public do never expect
such allegations against a  Sub-Deputy Collector. The police commit
gelum ! _arresting the suspected thieves and dacoits, but the alleged
opbression.isisaid to;have been..commitied by a Sub-Deputy Collector in
realising agricultural loans from harmless cultivators. So, Sir, there has
been a great zulum in this case. And it has come to our notice that in
the Barpeta Subdivision also in some cases there has been double realisa-
tion, distress warrants were issued before due date, and lapsed revenue was
realised. These are things that are always being done by the collecting
officers in ¢ ricultural loans, and I am sure several hon. members
of th‘iiHOUSC will bear me out in this.
A

ULAVI ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : Sir, an identical motion
stands in m name,

: so I take this occasion of speaking a fow words ip
support of this motion. Sir, my idea in bringing forward that motion is
;o cr_'xuc:l;c the high-handed policy adopted by the Sub-Deputy Collec.
ors in t s g c T :
et ¢ districts of Sylhet and Cachar in realising the agricultural
b P}‘;"bab]Y, Sir, I am repeating an old story. The matter had been
CI"OUgd t before the authorities times without number. It had been dis-
nléStS(l:J _on the ﬁ*_)m: of the old Legislative Council. But alj these could
villacrrmg any relief to the poor agriculturists. The reign of terror in the
thinl?esit I‘!‘\::ﬂt on url;checked and unmolested, Goavernment did not
essary to hold an : A !
i lScfa-n CO]]CCIOI}‘;. SRy hout the allegations made agaiee
ir :

e pr’cxt.r};?l lgan_s were advanced at a time when great scarcity and hard-
Bootle Tod ed in the dlSIl‘lCt?. Since then the economic condition of the

P had not improved. When the time {or realisation came, it had

ollccting ag
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gone from bad to worse. But the Government did not care to ascertain
the true financial condition of the people. They set up a band of young
enthusiastic officers who were more eager to earn the favour and good
opinion of their masters than to realise the distress of the people.

They carried their expensive raids from village to village. In
many places the villagers were assaulted and insulted and their petty
belongings seized as they could not produce any money. The only assets
they had were a few heads of cattle and these were not spared in any place.

Sir, I was a mermber of a non-official enquiry Committee set up by the
Sylhet Krisak Samiti a few years ago. Duringour investigation, I had the
opportunity of visiting as many as 30 villages in a particular area. In every
village, we found traces of the zulum and illegal activiries performed and per-
petrated by the Sub-Deputy Collector. The specific instances are too many
to be narrated here.

Sir, I still remember that the tears of an old man who told us how his
two cows were taken away to the thana leaving behind the newly born
calves. Inspite of his entreaties the calves were not allowed to accompany
the mother. The next day tte old man carried the calves to the thana over
a distance of five miles and threw it at the feet of the Sub-Deputy Collector.
But the officer was too high for all these small mercies. He bluntly refused
to allow the calves to go to the mother. The calves died.

In another place, an elderly woman narrated how she was detained in
a country boat for several hours at a stretch with her small baby on her
back for not being ablé to tell the officer where her husband had gone.

In one village, Sir, we came across a strange 1nstance of oppression.
An old man was dying and the Sub-Deputy Collector was there ready to fall
upon the house for seizing the domestic articles. The son ’entfreated not to
disturb the dying father. This interference was too muca dor the lordly
officer. The insolent lad was beaten and handcuffed and taken to another
village. 5 : :
%\/IAULAVI NAZIRUDDIN AHMED: Sir, on a point of information
may I know the name of that person ? . ;

Mauravi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: Ido not intend to disclose
the name just now. <

KI—IAI\}] BAHADUR MauLavi KERAMAT ALI: Was this fact brought to
the notice of the Government ? o aveasis

Mauravi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : _ x€8, BT« .

TuE Hon’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHUR}E : GS\I;I e: ;I::l)m:;:
of information, Sir, when was it brought to the notice of the ernmen
and how ? I think

MauvLavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: Three years ago - tank.

MauLavi MUNAWWAR ALI: And ona motion which was support-
ed by the Hon’ble the Revenue Minister. :

MavLavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : Sir, such are the ways in
which loans are realised by our civil officers in the villages. The officers are
out for striking terror into the hearts of the people for .obtammg an easy
realisation. They were successtul inasmuch as the villagers mortgagcgl
their future prospect of at harvest nominal price to the moneylender to sausty
these demi-gods.  Sir, the poor villagers did not realise the 1mp1.1ca110r}s of a
oint bond and t_hcy were harrassed again and again though their portion of
the debt was satisfied. ‘

Sjr, Government should have deputed more seasoned officers instead of
these young enthusiasts for the realisation of the agricultural loan. Sir, ap

mpartial enquiry will reveal the nature of the extortions and the high-handed

1
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policy adopted by the Sub-Deputy Collectors in realising the agricu_l—
tural loans. It will also reveal the corrupt practices that have crept in, in
the process of realisation. With these words, Sir, I support the motion.

Mauravi NAMWAR ALI BARBHUIYA: Sir, tacre is an identical
motion standing in my name, the motion No.45* in the list. And, there-
fore, I wish to support the motion that has l:fccn placed before the House by
my hon. friend Babu Shibendra Chandra Biswas. .

Tue Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : 1 find that th_e motion is to raise a
discussion lor remission of agricultural loans. I think it does not come in
under the scope of the motion that has been moved. The hon. member
will get his opportunity later. ' '

Kuan Bamapur Dewan EKLIMUR ROZA CHAUDHURY: wei4 <

JLTFH, WAl 4 407 4T 140 >F [49F LT (¥ cut motion wf-ajig=, wif @
&a7 a®5) cut motion fw3if27!q | WA cut motion §1 move Fier - ANy
$41%03 41| (A4 +F «% jcut motion a8 fFg fare 5z

Tue How’sLe THE SPEAKER : That motion also is to raise a discus-
sion “ on the outstanding agricultural loans not written off which is de-
plored.” Now does the hon. member want that the agricultural loans

should be written off ? =4 f# 514 (¢ <% cut motion 4R ﬁsg fa-z v

Knan Banapur DEwan EKLIMUR ROZA CHAUDHURY :

1,
aSifs <7 g fﬂg 4.9 51% |

Tre Hon'sie Tue SPEAKER: 3$31a ¢4 motion ®tas-1 Rl B
S[2itS XBi15[C 3 (3459 NVEAIGA) 4155 | ©1¢13 4] @7A loan i e[ By

(T8 =% - 1% |

Kuan Banapur Dewan EKLIMUR ROZA CHAUDHURY : |ifa
[R5 AFS AA—4q FF 0 WA (@ 3T 27 Ald o7 TF AT |

Aty st fo qrata, atsral eI g, WIS, F w1 o, Stgtaty
AT LTI A 47 29 F{am 227 @ A3AB e fawrg 7, #fouw 3fe
A 2307 vvdg P44 A14 FCIA A1 832 19T 7407 FIF [4:367178 »fYs 49
A P €27 4w | 73 Beafe 41 WA PR BAF ga § ity
g7331fe T <7 ©Ig1F AR AAFI o1 28q Al

faste aofa 797 Azs qamg wfog wfeaw aasais 1 avg Ffiaq ¢
254TIRA 2191 AA17 Sf90T AT 0GP T T34 Ay, offet
' I I AT A B0

7 &3
afs @Es“ﬁ'g
AEIIT FfAuicy wrety 7218 1334 g | EAiE
I (TR (3 7 74 facacg 379 - 73 99 St st fRras v igesidy 1%,
g3 fafF ~fam s B 3o Cogadla faard =fga; wfls 49 =1ty

—

* That the total prwision of Rs.15 92,700 under gr jor head
7 Ao, h —7.—Land
evenue at 2age 37 of she Budget be reduced b T i o e =

4 Re.1 (T i i i issi f
agricultural 1y §9 358 et L Cahasy, )4 (To raise a discussion for remission o
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Ffars (vid AF1T TFI s WAZ | ovw o BfFYS FE 4T AT sfaws
rzal 7fe fearad -1 w5138 7 eql 5331w «R Tw fadiifos Afea aay
2505 AF0Ats FAUP 5 53903 ; s wiara 9z 7200 @S AT FAHT 8 Afyy
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Tue HoN’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: May I
know, Sir, when the incident to which he referred took place P

Basu SHIBENDRA CHANDRA BISWAS : On the Tth of April last
ear, Sir.

i Srjur MAHI CHANDRA BORA: Sir, Government as well as
the hon. members of this House are aware that the district of Nowgong has
been the victim of successive floods. Now, Sir, agricultural I?qns had been
advanced to the people by Government from 1929 m‘l)‘ih&' Bﬁlt o
spite of these recurring floods, special officers were _engag_ed fm}"ﬁt If Eo ceuon
of these loans cvery year. The campaign of collection Sir, whic egan in
September of last year, was conducted so furiously, that it can only be
compared with the fury of the floods. 1 may say, Sir, that this campaign
is nothing less than one of regular loot and robbery. The Houses of
several debtors were invaded, their boxes were forcibly opened and the
contents removed. To show the severity of the oppression 1n th(? matter of
realisations of agricultural loans that the people have been subjected to I
shall only quote one instance. On the 3rd April of this year the utensils
and even the drinking cups of the children of one Masmat Fulokchandi
Mudai of Hariamukh, Roha mauza wer: forcibly seized for realisation of
outstanding loans of her deceased husband in spite of her entreaty. At that
time, Sir, the copious tears which rolled down the eyes of that helpless and
hapless wi:low_ failed to move the heart of the collecting stall she was driven
to utter despair and was about to put an end to her life and the lives of
her children by setting fire to her house. Again, Sir, there were several
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cases of women whose houses were invaded during the absence of their
husbands and boxes were taken outside and opened forcibly and all the
contents in cash amounting to two or three rupees were removed presum-
ably without legal warrants. The attention of the authorities were drawn to
those instances, but it was to no effect. Even, Sir, handlooms and weaving
threads were not spared. I drew the attention of the Hon’ble Revenue
Minister to these matters. Sir, this barbarous system of realication of agri-
cultural loans must be stopped and the collecting staff should not be encour-
aged to do things which are illegal in the eye ol law. L support. the motion
of the hon. mover. ;

Bapu SHIBENDRA CHANDRA BISWAS: Sir, may I correct the
date which I gave a little while ago. It is the 7th day of March.

Mavravi NASIRUDDIN AHMED : Sir, Irise to support this motion,
Sir, the oppression of the loan collecting officers is not restricted to any
particular area, but it is wide-spread throughout the districts of Sylhet and
Cachar. Allegations against these officers were made very often to the
heads of the districts. But they did not consider it worthwhile to ma
enquiry or to take any step. On the other hand, I think, they have inten-
tionally allowed these officers to go on in their own way, so that more loans
could be collected. The other day one hon. member compared th
ruthless raids of the officers with those of the Bargis during the da es%
NaWE}b A'libardi. It is high time, Sir, that Government should initiatg soc;;.
gré;qctélrrs{/ into these allegations and take drastic action against the offending

Mavravi ABDUR RAHMAN :  Sir, I beg to support the motion that
has been brought forward by my hon. friend opposite. The motion that has
bcer} moved is mainly confined to the manner in which the officers enerall
reall-scd agriculiural Joans from the poor raiyats. I shall cjte onlg a fi 4
specific instances which occurred before my very eyes and which Iy had e;w
refer to‘the authorities, without getting any relief. " I have said and m (i
emphatically too, in'my budget speech that the agriculturists of the e
are the main source of revenue -of - this province. From -a portionpr?vigce
Ievenue sometimes, that is to say, during times of distress, Go : 5
give loans to the people under the pretence of helping thera VC]I'3nmcnt
methods by which these amounts are realised afterwards_.are. -mOSr_c; rut.the
as some of my hon friends have already described patheticall ppI S
mention one specific instance which occurred some 15 days prior zo th slllall
April session of this Assembly. One depressed class widow appeared ifl 3,5':
town one morning with bleeding injuries on her head and her body besm -
ed with blood.  She came belore some gentlemen and on being questj cih
what was the matter, said that she had been beaten by one of theq ls] loned
persons in connection with the recovery of some agricultura] loa o ting
to her husband. As the women could not give the name of tl:] adv;.mced
no complaint could be lodged. Again what happened ? §p ¢ assistant
to.my hon. friend Bipin Babu, because she told that she 5. Was sent
with him. She was directed to ask Bipin Babu to ﬁm:le it foaced
What happened afterwards I did not enquire because shoué' e _culprit.
back to us, Another thing which happend in the Ja5 S mot  come
that It{he Bwhole house of a man was burnt to ashes, - Part of March was

Al BAHADUR PROMODE CHANDRA D .

Mavravi ABDUR RAHMAN : It was ac‘z‘irggﬁa'll G by whom 2
was the position of this man ? He had no house to liv. burnt. Then what
take shelter in the house of one of his co-villaper: opyein and he nadite
gothmtg c})lf the sort, because everything wasgbtirirtldtge hid no paddy and

ays of this occ . ashes. After some
urrence the man complained to me that the Sub-Deputy

ke any

)



869

Collector had been to his locality and demanded the agricultural oan.
Failing to pay all his cattle were attached and brought before the
Court compound. I wrote a slip to the Sub-Deputy Collector parti-
cularly mentioning the fact that I myself had seen the miseries of the man.
I think hen. members of this House will agree with me that by these two
instances alone it has been sufficiently described the way in which Govern-
ment officials—even the village Choukidars— oppress the people in the
matter of realisation of agricultural loans.

MAULANA ABDUL HAMID KHAN: Sir, 349 SM0'T <e3cs o
AT 24141 g mc% wBH15 T BCaT wsra1a Af s @ A |ifT F373
S 291" v @3 WeBNIZ Fm  F1FA TRICE W AT NwR
sRAs] | ¥R Bie crem 20 A (w43 fAIEAT FTI A<l g w13
%533 SiElal W63 Ffacsts | (I ¢+ 77 FIT AW BIF taeaql zFang
SINAa 335 23S bre @iy «fars 2%c. <), 3B A 2N 1% fafm g1y
Biwl 1918 28FF 319 (1A TAW {1 S{NAY G© dfatw w3 (3
51161 Ffam zumn % feFr A F3Meca B131 S{AT0 2T 1) 35f | werm
7fa¥, fraagia <tetffyrs ey Yo ¢y BIFI ANV A @A FIang
At 3-fo3 BIAB1F 34T Qe {1+ <37 fofq wrea (3 8¢ 2 B AF, §I6I «fy
af A WA WIE ; StF) w19l o129 WA fog? AlZ ) AINTDT @ATq W13
fag W89 AAHT §9 wea fofd KA1 621 =[S F<® 233, wzx
FUFA AW 2EW AR/ A F sfeal (3R 2F(a BF WA IRy Qs
=11qa South Salmara A1 A7 &ANTAA 4B AT FEAF 2enq o
sfaed 2%0 FE 3fagifea | o frgRa @ A AT 1 20T feal sraas
(&L, G0 (H @3t faga F 3GutA | ¢ wrzrs R A 92H W@ ey
L5 Gt 73 AS1a 84 fafer sfaal tarafecs A6 CFIF AT FIT 4739
Fiareie | 3@ fA4a(a 5 AN FAQEE @I AW )¢ IW SR s
cat® a0 CAIR] PiEis @3t @Core qra fareith credl RRalR A3 4 alzd-
w13 A AT B ffarg A fAnery fRua1a A @xe ferel e Shars
fa441CF ST e BIF 20~ B AFatal fyes B QrE | GIRT &I ey
@93 AIS1A] WITAT fag# ¥ 28—y (IGIZIUT T8 717 ; 33319 83g ay ;
Sizfcra FEU 5131 A1 731 | 3T Hoppsta UG 1@ WA 3217 (Fia
Teifts AtZ | AOI[R ATt EfEA[3 ey Afe 2RAS I Ry
EYfFata & 1 RSB FRAA O (T @3N €83 B A3 <fqa) oz,
qofiA FA (AR AT (eul A 7FF, wOFIA AT 5 YA BiF] @iy

g8ald (A WA AR | VifF @2 @13 AT fam T e piz (3
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AT G fargs 740121 2% [Aodes wepsye =faara goats franss sy
ST FAY AT BIA) Aw 7R AR WO Al M7 FZAF AR FA;
S12fql fArse Tw'F o ST Ae6'A FraA 1)

SrijuTr DEBESWAR SARMA : Sir, I shall be failing in my duty if I
do not join with the hon. mover and supporters of this cut motion and say
that the same oppression more or less has been perpetrated in our district,
particularly in Majuli and Simaluguri. I understand that there is an
outstanding of Rs. 74,600 and odd to be realised from our district. Sir, the
instances of oppression are too numerous to be detailed and that can be
better imagined than described. The question arises how the agency of the
Government can dare do such illegal and highhanded acts! We find that,
on the one hand, to acquit themselves, the officers have to show their work
and unless money can be realised their work is not realised by their superior
officers. Secondly we find (at any rate in the past and let us hope it will
not recur in the future) that whenever any allegation is made against a
vaernment servant, Government take it as a question of prestige and try to
shield him. The Hon’ble Ministers may take it from us that the Government
will not lose in the estimation of the people but they will rise certainly in the
eyes of the per ple il they concede when they find that what their officers did
1s not right and try to redress the grievances of the people. Simply finding
fault with the officers of Government will not take us far. So it is hoped
the Hon’ble Minister will consider the desirability of instituting an inquiry
about the capacity of the people to repay the loan they took at the time of
their distress and see whether they can pay or not ; if they really cannot
pay, what should be done in the matter ? The loan cannot be made a
CIrcumstance to completely ruin the unfortunate debtor. It should be
written off,

. KHAN BaHADUR Mauravi KERAMAT ALI: Sir, the hon, mover of
this motion does not say that agricultural loans granted to peasants should
not be realised even from those who can pay them back. What he wants
15 to stop the oppressive way in which loans are being realised, Now, Sir,
A§5t‘!:ﬁbly members are accused of indulging in exaggeration, but I submit
that if one-fourth of the story that has been teld by some members  of this
House as to how these loans are being realised is true, then it is up to the
popular Government to take drastic measures and punish those officers who
have been committing all these atrocitiess amongst the people. I would
therefore appeal to the Hon’ble Minister to see that these thines do not
recur and that if any complaint is made against any officer for doing such

things and if that complaint is found to be true, immediate steps should be
taken to take them to task.

Sryur HALADHAR BHUYAN: 1414 78147 Grealn, anqq fa
T 3 T3 wmrag), 75 AARCETE IERECS AANAL T A3 " 5
SO T AT i orstame K% AW £ | R AR agricul-
tural loan e FAQT F[Tg | S»3d 579 (A T ~1Ey s [z W'T
SBR 3 cafenr vew g aan w055 A . onF @1 e fufsrg o s
9% BTG qma araray gt srgta 29 QIASIE (FF W2 A% Go) WTRI
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3TN 1 BT BLANCN2 IA @FI AN | (AT A€ 52l 177 Y-
fsa ? =g %35 3F ANy | fosrs ewey cwifa A2 A (&F0F F ) |
Qrcay FATTT S AF g3 B3I rfy sra—=fr 9@ 4@} et
e wfamt 17 cofent o At Apgrz 5IFAA ¢ AAAA LA FerHAT
g5atq oo @73l A/ ATiata Awars sey BErs 3B, 5TEA 4T3 Bey
CFICAl ACS FIATE #73f%A | (A3 A4S Fefg S W17 12193 A: T BIEIT fouh
sfasrara s1'gs | @3RArs A 3 TF2 (38T faca11s” fafeza 1 f3% c2 @ 53
faarg cateal efaea Asfaa | oA s 3 s e ¢ 2775 72 A3feea c3fay-
a1 Sl (@ arE fraren 517 A§AT AgeT e} ASIBIR F4s cx
fasTs @2dl BT 1F 417 3\ FFID fafe o3 —31T AL 4[93 ¢TI o
A s fafFE Ffaq asa ey ; s Ao A=’s afg #f4 41 =7 g wwcg
w3 4% F3 74 | AR BT sfEYARA ATANE WAS (34D faray
aat3 @17 I IF A W | O[T FBD—C1R WT AF 65 (77 T
faars High official =ity B w451a1 siwca a5 forapa ¢ @[T =2
g | Ags TL6E I3 TeAlarE 2% Bt (33TACF (FALF (@IF +fy
g plata Belstaty SEfEA - axts (5B sfagary fuzz Sofgs
q'fr.;;,; ¢etagdl High official = Bb 51 AT ICDe 3 wew), —
foigra1s (FIF FLA 798 (T2 g wqZ| | (@ 431 30 — fga1a 3757319
7] =gt As@l fkare 345919 «ar- $91 41 impression (4{3") |ty 3 No
collection no promotion =T} | R q5tA AT /57 (Laughter) |
13 Ftad 57 WA «RPa e (w4 faare @Auir €733 977 It | W3
Ftefiwre ] AERT TR (T A o FF (RAIT (3929 «7re agricultu-
ral loan realisation ®<fiR FEAT =7IF A70F g5 @314 faal q93 w[F
agricultural loan 77§ =tas @l 3] WFe (AR A5ta @3 f[ars a9
@r#31cas (T facasaiq fosqs catat g | @3B 33 543 faag | csmaw
AFLa IHG Wife ©1J T3 T2fga (3 “ Enquiry (f35'3) =733 fafars 3079 =3
tgry, I real hardship =ifix 3f7 Asrtery wawe 27 t3@ 7 faregay
3fq7 | 7 [ 3 real hardshipq (2175 333%13) facits coana faa? stahq
(FH51374) (FIT FTIFH Az sfdcz (7% staff 93 (#4951 (73 et
fra | fer® @Agal enquiry (f3513) [0 (3 (731 o1 23 ste =ify @y
Ffaa cafattdl |

Tpe HoNBLE Sryjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : iR
facee fate (1S9 *ha| sears ?
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Sryur HALADHAR BHUYAN : A%a 51305 enquiry (1353, ¥f33
Asital 2 :{131'15:’571-.1 cadta A AB o15q wAB (M3 | @R faArw fA5ia
FfFARAT +1 (5013 FAB GIFF(A @FF 533 fagm fe »53 =fqa s |
sefle cafa 9735 qaN® (29, caqre aff g enquiry (f45'3 fIRa fag
23, (ZCATCA GLF) 1A fasta |24 | .a:3 no collection no promotion
A 321 A (3 #aq A[{42T ATA[2T Fe9 9% notion < €131 (& qA[FT
st w53 | laughter;  SIT'sts 4% cut motion (R(B4 23RM) 2% (-
Fq9 Aada T

Tue Howsre Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Sir, the
Government Bench is much obliged to the hon. members who have placed
before the House the various incidents of alleged oppression by Govern-
ment servants. We, Sir, are unable to take responsibility for what happened
long long ago, for instance the incident which my friend just now stated
took place in 1931. The incident my friend from Sunamganj referred to
took place 3 or 4 years ago. Asregards these incidents it is impossible to
expect from us that further light.could be t'hrown. So, we shall not attempt
to enquire into these. But inc1dents. whlgh are of recent occurrence and
which have been brought to the notice of Government shall receive our
most careful consideration. If the House knows what this Government
has done in this matier, I think the House will never agree to support
this motion. As soon as we received information and representations from
some members of this House as regards the incapacity or alleged incapacity,
and as soon as they addressed a letter to the Hon’ble Chief Minister, the
Hon’ble the Chief Minister forthwith passed an order that realisation of
agricultural loans should besuspended up- to the 30th September next. In
the meantime a careful enquiry is being made as to the capacity of the
people to pay their agricultural loans. Hon. members will be interested to
hear that we have already remitted a sum of Rs.12,000 for agriculiura]
loans from the Sunamganj subdivision and that subdivision has not to pay
anything more. Recently, Sir, after receipt of some result of enquiries we
have placed a sum of Rs.30,000 at the disposal of the Commissioner, Surma
Valley Division so that he may wipe out loans to that extent. Enquiry i
still proceeding to see how far it will be necessa 'y to remit these loans,

Srrjur GOPINATH BARDOLOI: What is the total amount of agri-
cultural loans now outstanding ?

Tue Hon’sLe SRIJUT ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : ABoe
7 lakhs,

One thing, I should have expected the House
That is that agricultural loans are after all loa
should be able to repay them. Should we or shoul
ment ol agricultural loans from those persons who
and are still not paying ? If so, Sir, what are the
There are honest as well as dishonest people ;
pay, but still they would not pay ; there are pe
cess servers and officers who go to attach pr
would insist that all agricultural loans should b
ter to consider whether it will be advisable no
in future at all ? Maulana Abdul Hamid K

to express it views upon,
ns and an honest man
d we not insist on repay-
are capable of repaying
methods to be applied ?
there are persons who can
rsons who are alfraid of pro-
operties. If hon. members
e wiped out, then it is a:mat-
t to issue agricultural loans
han has stated that so long as
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there is realisation of agricultural loans there is bound to be some sort of
oppression. So the point which I should ask the House to consider at a
later stage is that whether it is not advisable to discontinue agricultural
loans which are so difficult to realise and to substitute it by a system of gra-
tuitous relief in deserving cases. I think I have said enough to convince
hon. members that in this matter Government are not at all to blame. I
must say that Government have done their best and are prepared to do
their best to avoid oppression to the people.

Srgur  DEBESWAR SHARMA : On a point of information, Sir.
We have heard from the Hon’ble Minister that some districts have been
given relief. May we know what is he going to do for the other districts ?

Tue Howsre Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : Final
orders, Sir, have not yet been passed. Inquiries are still proceeding and
we have not yet received the report. g 3 :

Srijur DEBESWAR SHARMA : On a point of information, Sir,
Who is the inquiring officer at Majuli ?

Tae Hon’BrE Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: 1 cannot
say, Sir. (4 woice—I think the Deputy Commissioner is enquiring.)

Sriyur MAHI CHANDRA BORA: Up till now we have not heard
of any enquiry.

Tue How'BLE THE SPEAKER : The question is that the provision of
Rs.2,18,000 under Grant No.l, Major head—7.—Land Revenue, Minor
head—A.—General Establishment, Sub-head—3.—Allowances and Honora-
ria, Detailed head—T'ravelling Allowance of Officers, at page 29 of the Bud-
get be reduced by Re.l

The motion was adopted.

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : Sir, I beg to move that the provi-
sion of Rs.18,000 under Grant No.l, Major head—7.—Land Revenue,
Minor head—A.—General Establishment, Sub-head—3.—Allowances and
Honoraria, Detailed head—Travelling Allowance of Officers, at page 29 of
the Budget be reduced by Re.1.

Sir, I have tabled this motion to criticise the failure of Sub-Deputy
Collectors to travel to Mofussil in order to institute enquiries into the capa-
city of the people of Cachar to repay agricultural loans. Sir, for years the
district of Cachar has been the favoured scene of various acts of God.
Cachar has been called upon to meet the alternative menace of floods and
drought from year to year. I realise, Sir, there is no sense in raising a grouse
against acts of God. I desire therefore to bring to the notice of this House
certain cruel acts of men and to hear the House give its verdict thereon to-
day. Sir, it may be recalled that after the devastating flood of 1929, Gov-
ernment were graciously pleased to grant some agricultural loans in the dis-
trict of Cachar. Although the hopes of the return of the prosperity of
Cachar have been deferred—I must say—have been dashed to the ground—
the vigour and rigours of realisation of loans still continue unabated. Sir, a
few months ago the situation grew so critical that we were persuaded to lead
a deputation to the Deputy Commissioner and we placed before him the
cruel facts that plough cattle of the poor agriculturists were being seized
and sold, and that the principle of joint liability was being stretched to
scandalous lengths. The Hon’ble Minister in charge may opine that thisg
is not an illegality. But certainly, Sir, it is an instance of inhumanity in the
circumstances under which the people of Cachar are living for the last fey,
years. Ido not desire to repeat what I said on the last occasion about the
panic which is created by the peons and the Collecting Officers in the vile
lages of Cachar. I would only say that the methods adopted by these Col.
lecting Officers would put to shame the time honoured methods of ‘Kabuli’s
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Zoolum’. In reply to a question by my hon. friend from Cachar the Reve-
nue Minister was pleased to state that no complaints about the plough
cattle being seized had been received. I can state before the House on
my personal authority as having direct acquaintance with facts that
not only in one case, but in many many cases this cruel method of realisa-
tion was adopted by Realisation Officers......

Tue Hon’sLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : Is the
hon. member in order, Sir ? We are to discuss not as regards the method
of realisation but as regards the failure of the Sub-Deputy Collectors to
travel to mofussil in order to institute enquiries into the capacity of the
people of Cachar to repay agricultural loans.

Mz, ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : I sympathize with_ my hon. friend
if it 1s a subterfuge which he is seeking to stifle the discussion.

Tue Hon’sLE THE SPEAKER : I think, the hon. member intends to
speak about the oppression by the Sub-Deputy Collectors in the matter of
realisasion of loans, but he is limited to the discussion of the failure of the
Sub-Deputy Collectors to travel to mofussil in order to institute enquiry into
the capacity of the people of Cachar to repay the agricultural loans. The
hon. member will therefore, confine himself to the object of his motion.

MRr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : I submit Sir, it is a relevant discus-
sion because these oppressions were being committed even after the travels
of Sub-Deputies on loan-realisation mission. :

I would also bring to the notice of this House that people who had paid
up their debts were being called upon to pay for those who had left the
district or were untraced. Governmentare not sparing the people who
have already paid up their debts, but on the other hand insisting upon the
realisation of debts incurred by others from them. In this connection, Sir,
1 would like to submit to the House that people who have any paying
capacity have already paid up. Sir, in answer to a question which
was referred to before we saw the serried phalanx of officers and men
drafted for the purpose of realisation of loans in Cachar. Sir, the cost of
collection is absolutely out of proportion to the collections made and grossly
extravagant. It may not be the opinion of the Government but it is
the considered opinion of the public. And what about the sufferings and
hardships which this process of collection has subjected the poor masses
in Cachar ? Why add to their burden which is hard enough to bear ?

Sir, only last year we had the privilege to witness the Jubilee celebrations
of His Majesty King George V’s reign and since then we also had the
privilege to witness two accessions of two British Monarchs to the throne.
People have often come to me and asked why is it that Government did not
feel inclined to remit arrears of agricultural loans on happy occasions like
these. Of course, Sir, they had heard what the Nizam and the Gaekwar
had done for their subjects upon similar happy occasions during their reign.
In reply I had to tell them, most painfully I admit, that the traditions of the
British Government are slightly different. Ifa British King dies, we have
to pay—voluntarily of course—for the commemoration of his memorable
reign and on the accession of a monarch to the throne we have to rejoice by
paying | (lzughter). The collecting officers, Sir, ought to have taken
advantagc of great occasions like these and recommended to the' authorities
concerned that the arrears of loans should be wiped out In  VIEW of the
Poverty of the people and their incapacity to pay. ;

. THE HON’ELEPSRIJUT ROHINI%U?/IARPCHAUDHURR o3 ?‘Pufllnt
of information, Sir, Does the hon. member mean to say that mno further
Rquiry should be held ?
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Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA: Whynot? Sir, I am of course
grateful to the Hon’ble Minister for suspending the realisation of loans for
sometime, but is it too much to hope that if the British Monarchs fail their
subjects, the Ministers will not fail them ? Let us hope, Sir, that relief to the
poor and amelioration of their condition should synchronize with the advent
of our popular Ministers to power.  (laughter). With these words, Sir, I
commend my motion to the acceptance of the House.

THE Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER: The motion moved is that the
provision of Rs.18,000 under grant No.l, Major head—7.—Land Revenue,
Minor head.—A.—General Establishment, sub-head 3.—Allowances and
honoraria, detailed head—travelling allowance of ; officers, at page 29 of the
budget be reduced by Re.1.

The Hon’ble Revenue Minister will please reply. .

Tue Hon’BLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Sir, on
behalf of this House I would like to congratulate the hon. mover of this
motion for his oration which we have very carefully 11stcncd._ But the pity
of the whole matter is that most of his speeches which he delivered was out-
side the mark. We are only concerned in this motion to the fact that the
Sub-Deputy Collectors have failed to travel to mofussil in order to institute
enquiries into the capacities of the people of Cachar to repay agricultural
loans. In support of that no fact was actually brought before this House.
The hon. mover has practically thrown on us no light. If I had known that
a particular Sub-Deputy Collector had at a particular time failed to make
inquiry and that he had submitted a false report, then we could do some-
thing. I am as anxious as any body in this House to sec that real and proper
enquiries are made to find out those people who are unable to pay the
agricultural loans, so that the gift of the Government may go to the deserv-
ing people, and not to all and sundry, who are capable of paying the debt,
and who according to all moral principles ought to pay the debt.

There is one important principle which the hon. mover raised in course
of his speech. The most unsatisfactory part of issuing agricultural loans is
that a loan is not granted to 1 man alone. By way of security the loan is
given jointly to 2 or 3 persons. Sometimes it happens that the more
honest man pays his debt, but the dishonest or the poor man 18 unable fo
pay it. In that case loan isto be realised from the man who can pay it.
This is the most unsatisfactory feature about issue and T Cahs.atlcl’n Olf e
cultural loans. So I think if we are required to issuc agnicu turz d 0&}1;15
in future, we must examine the question whether we should not amend the
existing rules.

_As T said, I was very much handicapped beca
to give us details in support of his motion. I wou
to withdraw the motion. I give him fullest assurance that re
enquiry will be made.

MRr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA: I am grateful to the Hon’ble
Minister for the assurance that real and proper enquiry will be made. My
only request is _that he will not rely entirely upon the reports of the officials.
They are exactly the people against whom we are making charges, and if a
little confidence is extended to us—we have been returned by our consti-
tuencies as their representatives—it will not only be flattering us but it will
also enable Government to obtain proper information.

Tue HoN’BLE THE SPEAKER : The hon. member has not said any.
¢hing about the request made to him by the Hon’ble Minister.

use the hon. mover forgot
1d ask the hon. mover
al and proper
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Tue Hon’sLe Srjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: On a point
of inormation, Sir. Would the hon. member like to go so far as to take the
responsibility of revising the list, if we send to him the list of persons who
are reported to be entitled or eligible for remission.

Mg. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : I would like to be associated with
Government in every possible manner in this matter.

Tae Hon'sLe THE SPEAKER : The hon. member should say what he
will do with his motion.

Mgr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA: After this assurance—I take it
that it is not the usual official assurance, but an assurance which springs
from the heart—I beg leave to withdraw my motion.

The motion was, with the leave of the House, withdrawn.

KuaN Bazapur Mauravi MAHMUD ALI: Sir, I beg to move that
the provision of Rs.49,550 under Grant No.1, Major head—7—Land
Revenue, Minor head—Charges of Administration, Sub-head A.—General
Administration, Detailed Head—3.—Allowance and Honoraria (total), at
page 29 of the Budget, be reduced by Re.1.

Sir, by this motion I want to criticise the policy of Government for
not taking steps to effect increase in the land revenue of the Province. Sir,
we have enough land at our disposal, but we cannot enjoy it, we cannot use
it and at the same time we have no money, no revenue for the administra-
tion of the Province. Sir, we have enough land for our own use and
utility, but for want of food, Sir, our people are dying, leaving their homes,
migrating to Assam, where they have no homes for themselves, or in the
hill Tipperah beyond the limits of the British Empire. At the same time
we have enough land to give them in settlement to these people and we can
get revenue for the administration of our province. Sir, is it fair that our
people should die for food, for subsistence though God has granted them
land, enough opportunities for their own affairs of life so that they can
live well, But, Sir, even then we are in want of money for the

administration of our Province, We have no money for our work
here and there, for this item of business and that item of business,
and for that cause what we are doing? We are taxing the people by
this way or that way. Sir, are we justificd in enhancing the rate in
this way or that way ? Well, we have land, we have everything before
us but we do not know how to make use of it ; Government do not give
us the opportunity of using it. Sir, I may cite before the House an instance.
Imagine a hungry man sees a dish before him and if the owner of the
dish does not allow him to take it, what will be his plight ?  You can well
understand that. He shall have to go elsewhere for his subsistence and
to satisfy his hunger. Sir, our people are hungry for want of cultivable
land and we want money, Sir. I think the best way will be for the
Government to settle the land with these people soon, and in return, we
shall get revenue from these people when they utilize the land. In that
case our people may not come to Assam to incur the displeasure of our
Assamese friends, they may not go to hill Tipperah and thereby decrease the
strength of population in the districts of Surma Valley. Sir, I may cite
another instance if you say there is no land for cultivation to give settlement
with the people. In Cachar District there are 3 faors ; one is Jamura,
Whlgh is quite cultivable and another is Kalar haor which is available for
cultivation. In the subdivision of Karimganj in the district of Sylhet
if; II"{atharkqndi thana there is a vast tract of land in Manikbond and again
= i:_ft':g]:aél télana, Balirbund. These vast tracts of land are lying fallow t(}
STty pests But people are leaving their homes for want o
1145 can they not casily live if those waste lands are settled with them ?
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Is it not pitiable, Sir ? Sir, I do not want to waste the time of the House.
I only submit that these lands could be settled with these people. Land is
for cultivation, for the use of the people. As a poet said, we are going
beyond that Divine Law or Law of nature. Sir, that the land is
created for the living and residence of the people, where they can live and
enjoy without any distinction of caste or creed, enemy or friend. Sir, is
Government justified in restricting those lands? Should they not allow
people to cultivate and enjoy it by its proper use. I appeal to the House
and the members of the Government—I mean the popular Go‘{ernmcnt-——to
consider these things, and thereby they will be saved from this unpopular
measure of Line System. There will be no necessity for this measure. and
they will have also increase in the revenue and thereby have a balanced or
surplus budget. There may then be no necessity for retrenchment and
for the appointment of a Retrenchment Committee at all. And the
income will be substantial and permanent. But to my utter disappoint-
ment I find that the Government never think of this source of income of

the province.
Maurana ABDUL HAMID KHAN: Sir, L9791 .ga1a iA1=

19 g‘ft;%wmtmﬁa =1faﬁ1 feat A% a7 31w ASA (A5 23S [T
faol e ots fTata sfaerd sfarsies | {38 5390F I'a: At
sialcry Bem Alstl 3fa TR cam Afywm AR 1@ TE <f
ag(fasiea A1 farotgs | afe @m@geag 347 «1aral Ife =far s wfaw1z
Al 91T ®3e B{21aa Bg Education cess 3A12q T SANA G BAJIR-—
Agricultural cess 3A{33iq ¥5® A3facBq wwg 1 A 3% :@eafag [
S feaftqs @ FAR@NT 2B, IUT@ R <1 A Saia-RamT
3R 5 A% BIF) VT FLIA, AqNAB (3 (3 <(2fFsnF aqiwd faws vEcs
9% Stat gt s frrsign g wife s swa  GlA@ASs I
afF (3] e (cB alantasd oo sfacecs= wjfa afaife @ GUEATT 63
F@ 33 fRa @3, ot sRaifga ) fegfa oud Aafiaeds =% 2%
enquiry #f281 AAIAT AN (ool wfadarg 1 Majid Aned =@ fHeos’
fazaw. sam qEffa 43 A3B (13 57 Baie Flagrga | FAG WREHL AT
R SN ecae afAna aafiei s qaa shacsfeas, $RA @08 (3R
settlement 2%313 *19 ®fAT® “yérsfg v @ 798 &f97 aifa s @35 2w
SiFs Aa% 1 3% @swta ciqiogs sfara @ gas @@ {3 ARAWI =19
R47 FfRAMRT—IINABs o cota wisfe w1 8 AE1 AT T 47T
53 @i gfanrafate foagtdl awias (rarg a5g 3 boundary % 3 33
cregl gRaffgn sl MAlda survey wfges wiwy fadid 38 52wy
Sqctmey 417 38CA 1 93 2IEA BIw sy g¥eaE qEl04 8 UITRIFT Teg
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Income-tax 414} %3l g7 | &IXA1ATq2 S7a @ (qaFH i3 Income-tax  ¥ifi
FANETT | YR A (SR IF Aaral 3wy aAfs 4o wiar s G |
o7 wan] 4pa1el edq FI A4 AF[AE 1T AT Jo TA ZBANE |
&n{tR Al e oA 2239 B3R ZEreg | feg vitafadiisld sfzafdls @meid
aFioe qig «fjg 4% FAle IT A9 arg, e cAda @91d) a9 @fe
wo WAl 2373 a< BIFT AUT aleim faem wite @3 @3 glaae= wfyies
5 Siagga wa(s 2238 | @F° Sfefaw ar@ia =wEE FfEa s @@
a7 W Bia] T 1SEA A0 93¢ (A7 Bl (7.1 qG0A seR 21201 A& qiFa
Gt %l ofgal @3 FAFIST (AW LTANG wg FEA |
@3 333 RaIfAe A9 @gia afs Gzl i sfrawa g9
@ofo7 g 348 s N AR wfzg A Afge §7 40 FaA AlE
39 ©igty 3{ad gat 6 |

Tue How'sie THE SPEAKER :  (qatal 783 (7 3%, 31 #0308
(AR 3% w1y Fee] @ F ST FAIIA 5% qrefre wuniga AFCS @ (134
Boifas 31 2330y O12A 4f2S G AAF e« Sierg @S (FF Ko
(IR A otnfgT A1 o4 |

‘Mavrana ABDUL HAMID KHAN: wify @ 33 @ @fe 7%
CoMANA%AT) af e caald (7 73 Afagyag QpAfA® @19 g3 PRI TAS
S121C73 Boq sgs: 5191 2AfS |o 519} wfa| feAca agricultural cess {4
9 stedfcarsz @i 3@ ¥ 283

Tue Hon'sLe SRyYUT ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Sir
Government ought to be thankful to the hon. mover of this motion for the
kind thought which he has given for the increase of their resources, but wg
regret that we cannot support him, because there is already a great deman
for avajlable land in the Assam Valley not only from the settlf:rs _but also
from the indigenous people, and we are, as the House knows, going 1nto the
whole question carefully and it is impossible for me to throw open all
available Jand immediately. As regards certain haors, of which mention has
been made by my hon. friend, in the Sylhet district, I do not know whether
they are in the permanently settled area or whether they are khas property
of the Government, but if really there are such lands available in the district
of Sylhet there would have been no migration of the Sylhet people te
the Assam Valley at all and there would have been no necessity to g1vcht.o
the Sylhet people a whole block there. So I am unable to accept l: 115
motion, but as I have already said, we are going to enquire into the who ues
question as to the availability of land and to the reservation for mdlggm}or
People. AsT have already said in reply to a question all land is not
profitable cultivation. Therefore I oppose this motion.

=
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KHAN BAHADUR Mavuravi MAHMUD ALI: On the assurance given
that a Committee of enquiry will be appointed I beg leave of the House to
withdraw my motion.

The motion was withdrawn by leave of the House.

SrijuT SARVESWAR BARUA : Sir, I beg to move—

That the provision of Rs. 78,167 under Grant No. 1, Major Head—7.
—Land Revenue, Minor head.—Charges of Administration, Sub-head B—
Tahsil and other establishments, Detailed Head 1.—Pay of establishment
(total), at page 30 of the budget, be reduced by Rs. 2.

I bring this motion to raise a discussion about the desirability of the
extension of the Tahsil system to replace the Mouzadari system. -

Government are making experiments by introducing the tahsildari
system and they have done so in two districts, Goalpara and Sibsagar. The
old Mouzadari system is getting out of date and it has already caused a
havoc in the ancient families of Assam. It has ruined many a family in
Assam and I thinkitis time to replace it by another system whichisI
thought at the bottom of the idea of the experiment that Government is
making in these two places. My intention in tabling this motion is merely
to know what the opinion of Government in this matter is and whether they
find the experiment successful or not. I would like to hear the Government
on this matter.

The motion was put by the Hon’ble Speaker.

Srijur SARVESWAR BARUA: Sir, I have been asked by some hon,
members to explain what is the difference between the two systems. If you
permit me I can even now explain.

Tae Hon’sLE THE SPEAKER : It was upto the hon. member to have
explained it in his speech. He can do so now.

Srijjur SARVESWAR BARUA : Sir, these systems are familiar in
our parts of the province, namely, in the Assam Valley But if other hon,
members are not familiar with them, it may be necessary for me to explain.
In the Mauzadari system the man who takes his appointment as a Mouzadar
has to enter into a contract with Government that by a certain date he will
collect and remit into Government treasury the entire dc-mand of the
mouza. If he fails to do so by the given date, the amount will b_e realised
by Government from his properties and also from the properties of his
friends and relatives who stood his sureties and who had to undertake
liability for the realisation of the land revenue from that mouza. In th.e
tahsildari system, the tahsildar is an ordinary Government servant. He is
given his staff to realisc the revenue from the raiyats and if the ta‘hsﬂdar
fails to realise the land revenue within the Government revenue year in thag

case he has not to pay it from his own pocket or from the properties of any
sureties because he has no such liability.

In the old days the Mouzadar commanded a great deal of influence in
the localities where they owned mouzas and they realised land revenues
casily. He was not required to go from house to house or from village to
village, but the rayats brought the land revenue to the mouzadar’s house
and paid itin time and the mouzadar in his turn was in a position to pa
the Government demand in time. Now-a-days, times have changed and
the mouzadar hastogo from vlllage to village. He has to engage his
mohurers and peons to go from house to house and very often he himself
has to go from house to house making collections. Even then he fails to
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realise the entire demand by the stipulated date and as a result his
properties are sold, his sureties’ properties, are sold and in some
cases he is dismissed from office on account of his inability to collect land
revenue. In this way many a mouzadar has run into heavy debts and many
a mouzadar’s family has been ruined. But in the other system, i.c., the
tahsildari system, if there is any loss and if the tahsildar fails to make collec-
tions by the prescribed date, that is within the revenue vyear, itis not
recoverable from the tahsildar and it standsover to be collected from the
raiyats in the next year by the same tahsildar or if he is deemed inefficient,
in that case he may be removed or transferred to some other capacity and
another man posted by Government, there will collect the arrears.

Mz: F. W. HOCKENHULL : What happens to the arrears ? :

Srijur SARVESWAR BARUA: That is recoverable next year and it
stands over. The difference between the two systems is that in the tahsil-
dari system the tahsildar is a Government servant and in the mauzadari
system the mouzadar is some sort of contractor. He is not merely a contrac-
tor but he has other duties to do without any separate remuneration ; he
simply gets his commission upon the collections.

Recently an allurement has been held outto the mouzadar by which
he is to get a higher commission if he is able to pay the Government demand
by the 31st May and that allurement has only putpeople in a greater
difficulty because the mouzadars on account of such allurements try all
sorts of coercive measures to realise land revenue from the raiyats in a most
relentless manner to get them pay before the 31st May. That is another
evil which has resulted in this mouzadari system.

Therefore, I ask Government whether they find it more convenient or
a better method of collecting land revenue by introducing this tahsildari
system. Itis admitted in the last annual report by the Commissioner of
the Assam Valley that this system is working better than the mouzadari
system in the two places in which they are being applied.

Tue Hon'sre Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Sir, as
this Hon’ble House knows, the tahsildari system existed in this province up
till the year 1905 and since then the mouzadari system was introduced. We
examined the whole question in the last Retrenchment Committee and the
Committee came to the conclusion that although the mouzadari system cost
a little more to the Government the percentage of collection was higher than
that in the places where the tahsildari system was in vogue. That was the
finding arrived at by the Retrenchment Committee in 1931. But we find
now that since the economic depression had set in the mouzadars had lagged
behind in their collection and so far as collecti_on 1s concerned there is a
higher percentage of collection under the tahsildari system. So from the
point of view of collections the Government may prefer the tahsildari system
to mouzadari system. There is one item of expenditure which the Govern-
ment cannot immediately launch upon an_d 1t Is as regards buildings. A
rough sort of estimate was made some tmeago. The opinion of the
Commissioners was invited, and it appea}“ed t.hat an expenditure of about
4 to 5 lakhs will be necessary if the Tahsildari system was all at once
introduced. There is another aspect of the matter to Wwhich I must draw
the attention of the House. What exactly is the fecling of the raiyat in
this matter ? I think, Sir, they get more relief in places where the mauza-
dari system is in vogue than where the tahsildari system 1isin vogue.
Because the mauzadar after all belongs to the locality, say toone of the
villages in the mouza and the mohurers and peons aré mostly fro:{x the
mauza itself, Therefore, I think they show a great deal more of leniency
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than Government servants in the position of a Tahsildar. What is more,
we find that the mauzadars actually pay a good deal of the Government
demand from their own coffers at the required time and realise the money
gradually from the raiyats. Some of the mauzadars who are well off pay
from their own coffers...

Sryjur SARVESWAR BARUA: By borrowing ?

Tre How’sre Sryjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I am
not in a position to say, Sir, how they do it. Some mauzadars borrow
also. But that isa position, Sir, which the House must also take into
consideration. Then, Sir, the mauzadars are generally the natural
representatives of the land holding class, and though that class has hardly
emerged as a political unit, the abolition of the mauzadars at this time
would be definitely against the interests of landlords generally and
handicap them in organising themselves, That was the opinion of Mr.
Bentinck, Commissioner, and that also ought to “be taken into considera-
tion. In this matter, Sir, Government has not come to any definite
conclusion. They are now having the mauzadari system aswell as the
tahsildari system side by side and are watching the whole situation,
and if the House comes to a definite conclusion that the tahsildari system
should be introduced and the mauzadari system should be gradually
abolished, that will surely be taken into consideration by Government.
More than that, Sir, I am unable to say.

Mr. C. GOLDSMITH: On a point of information, Sir. May I
know from the Hon’ble Revenue Minister whether under the tahsildari
system more revenue is collected ?

Tue Hon’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: AsI have
already said, Sir, we have the tahsildari system in Goalpara and the Ma-
juli area in the Sibsagar district. So far as these two areas are concerned,
the percentage of collection is higher. The rest of the temporarily-settled
districts in Assam are under the mauzadari system.

Mr. C. GOLDSMITH : If more revenue is collected under this
system, is it not a fact that these Tahsildars are more oppressive in their
methods in realising more revenue ?

Tue Hon’BLE Sryjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: We have
no actual facts before us. I am inclined to think that the Tahsildars will
be more strict than the mauzadars in the matter of collection.

Tue Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : The motion moved is that the provi-
sion of Rs 78,167 under Grant No.1, Major Head 7—Land Revenue, Minor
head—Charges of Administration, Sub-head—Tahsil and other Esta-
blishments, 1.—Tahsil Establishment, Detailed head—1.—Pay of establish-
ment (total), at page 30 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs.2.

_ TeE Hon’BLe Sryjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Sir, in
this case my hon. friend who has moved the motion has not given his
definite opinion that the Tahsildari system should be introduced as against
the .Mauzadan system. I do not know what is the implication of this
motion.

Srijur SARVESWAR BARUA: We are not satisfied, Sir, with the
reply of Government.

Tue Hon’BLE REv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : The motion, Sir, is
to raise a discussion about the desirability of the extension of the Tahsildar;
system to replace the mauzadari system. The object is to raise a discussion
and the discussion has been raised. Government have replied that
they are going to examine the whole question. 1 fail to see what else s ¢q

be done,
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KuAN BAHADUR Mauravi KERAMAT ALI: May I speak one word ?
It was about the introduction of the Tahsildari System.:

TrE Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : It has been replied to by the Hon’ble
Minister. If any information is required, the hon. member may ask.
That is the rule in regard to cut motions.

In regard to the Hon’ble Mr. Nichols-Roy’s question I should say that
discussion includes censure also.

The motion was again put by the Chair.

The motion being negatived, a division was claimed. After the divi-
sion bell rang and members had taken their seats, the motion was again put,
no division was claimed and the motion was declared lost.

‘Mavravi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURI : Sir, I beg to move
that the provision of Rs.5,239 under Grant No.l, Major head—7.—Land
Revenue, Minor head—Charges of Administration, Sub-head B.—Tahsil and
other establishments, Detailed head—3.—Management of Private Estate
under Act X of 1892 (total), at page 30 of the budget, be reduced by
Rs.2. »

1 bring this motion to criticise the management of Sayida (Majum-
dari) Court of Ward’s Estate in Sylhet.

THE Hox’BLe Sryjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : May I
raise a point of order at this stage Sir ? I only want to point out that
so far as Court of Wards is eoncerned it is not responsible to Govern-
ment. The entireincome of the Court of Wards comes from the private
estate and for this no motion for censure or cut motion can be moved.

Tue Hon’eLE THE SPEAKER: How does Government manage the
Court of Wards ? i

Tue Hon’sre Srjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: By lending
their officers. The pay of their officers is met from the income of the
Estate.

Tae Hon’sre Tue SPEAKER : If the Court of Wards mismanage an
estate is not Government responsible for that ?

Tue Hon’erLe Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : That is
entirely a private matter between Government and the ward.

THE Hon’BrLe THE SPEAKER : Is not Government
that to the people ?

TreE Hon’BLe Srpyjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : The
Court i not responsible to the Government. They may be liable to a Court
of law.

Tre Hon’Bre THE SPEAKER :  Isit not a matter of
tance ? Will the Hon’ble Minister please explain the
private estates under Act X of 1892 ?

Tue How’sre Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI What I
said is that there is no demand for grant under this head and this is not
a provinciyl revenue.

THE HoN'BLE THE SPEAKER : Thisis included in demand’ No.I.
I think Government incur expenses under Act X of 1892. Will the Hon’ble
Minister look into page 30 of the budget ? What is this item “management

of private estate under Act X of 1892, for which money has been
provided ?

Tue How’sie Sryur ROHINI - KUMAR CHAUDHURI :
nothing to say further. I shall bow to the ruling of the Chair.
Tre Hon'sre THE SPEAKER :  Then themotion is allowed.

responsible for

public impor-
management of

I have
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Mauravi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY - Sir, first ofall I
want to mention something about the historical importance of this Estate.
During the time of Mr. Dawson as Deputy Comimissioner of Sylhet, this
Estate was taken over by Government for management, in consideration
of the loyal services rendered by the members of this illustrious family in
the past to the Government and to the country and one gentleman has been
appointed as Manager of the Estate in contravention ofrule 30 of the
rules framed under the Court of Wards ‘Manual. It lays down that any
one who has got some sort of relation with the Estate cannot manage the
Estate. But, Sir, in the case of present Managcx_' the provision of the
above has not been respected. Ignoring thg claims of several superior
landlords in payment of their dues, as provided by rule 84 this man has
been allowed to act as manager of thfi estate, and for a number of months
even the allowances have not been given to those persons. Most of the
wards having no other resources have had to live on the allowance they
get from the estate. But unfortunately some of them have been deprived
of that and when they want to represent their case _before the Collector
they' are refused to interview even. On several occasions they wanted to
represent their grievances but that was also refused by the Collector
some time ago. An L.GC.S. Collector had not the courtesy to give a hear-
ing to their prayer for allowance. When they deputed a member of the
bar to represent their cases to him, even on the occasion of the Id festival
when they approached the Collector for some help he remained
adamant and did not pay any heed to their grievance. Now these people
who come from the Majumdar family arein great distress and they are
almost on the point of starvation. Further I should like to say that there
has been gross negligence in the management of the estate itself, On
one occasion two of the superior landlords, ziz. Maulavi Abdur Rashid
Majumdar and Maulvi Mobarak Majumdar brought this fact to the notice
of the Collector and that was on 3rd July 1936. As a result of this the
allowance of these two gentlemen has been stopped since that date and
for the last 18 months they have not been given any allowance. Here is
an instance how the Manager indulges at the cost of the estate, in frivolous
litigations. The case went up to the High Court and this is the judgment
of the Hon’ble Justice Costello and the Hon’ble Justice Arthur Henderson :
“In our opinion these proceedings should not have been brought to this
Court. It is obvious that the money due from the Ward to the decree-
holder should be paid and that no money should be spent in what may be
called frivolous attempts to postpone the date of payment even after
this.”” Again when these people laid their grievance before the Collector the
Collector gave them a threat saying ‘‘if you come to disturb me by these
repe;iltecl demands I will advise the Manager not to make any payment
at all.”

Kuan Saus MavrLavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURT : May
I know whether the present Manager is a tenant of the estate ?

MauLavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY: This man hag
been appointed as Manager in contravention of rule 30 of the GCourt
of Wards Manual and that he has suppressed the fact for over 4 years that
he holds some interest in the Baniyachung Mahal.

KHAN SaHB MauLavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURT - How
does he hold land, whether as a tenant or not ?

MavLavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY : He has got his
brother-in-law and father-in-law at Baniyachung and they are regular tenantg
Rule 30 provides that in no way he should have connection with the la,n(i
of the estate. Ifhe has any interest in the estate, he must notify it previous



884

to his appointment. Further we find thatit is rather curious that
though the estate has an income of over 40,000 rupees, the gentleman was
not even .asked to pay security. It is only the other day that he has
been asked to furnish a security of Rs.1,000 for an estate which yields
an income of over Rs.40,000. The gentleman has been asked to “furnish
a security of Rs.1,000 and that is after three years of his appointment.

Further we find that after these things were brought to the notice of
the Collector, very valuable forest products were sold without the notice of
the Collector even. It was not a public sale. Lz}ter on we ﬁpd tha:t only
Rs.50 or near about was credited, whereas our information is that if these
were openly sold they would have brought Rs.2,000. This is done Ln the veg
face of the Collector of the district. Various Forest products are em}% s0
in Uttargach which is only four miles off from the Sylhet to‘wn.b ve_nha,
petition had been filed to the Collector, for his personal inspection but wf\uth-
out any purpose. The parties are ready to pay for the conveyance of t 3
Collector, but to no effect. On several occasions there have been repeate
prayers made to the Collector, but the Collector refuses to do anything
without hearing the Ward Magistrate. The Ward Mag}stratt}- is a young
man without previous experience of revenue and zamindari “_'orks.. The
Ward Magistrate again leans on the report of the Manager and in this way,
the estate is being managed.

I have brought these things to the notice of Government to show that
things are very appalling. Recently this Manager has recommended a sum
of Rs.18,000 to be remitted as rent from Baniyachong area. We find that
some remission is to be granted to Maharatna Hara Krishna too. This man
is a millionaire and he is to be granted remission, The Manager along with
other tenants has recommended his case too for remission. There was a
Court decision over rate of rent of Uttargach property. The tenants fougl}t
up to the appellate Court. The Manager in collusion with those tenants is
going to reduce the rate of rent of that property, covered by the High Court
Judgment. This will have disastrous effect on the estate.

All these are due to the fact that the Manager has not been asked to
furnish security. The Manager acts as he pleases ; he works merrily and
there is no body to check it.

With these few words, I commend my motion to the acceptance of the
House.

Tuae How'sLe tue SPEAKER: It is already past five now. The
House is adjourned till 2 p.m. to-morrow.

The House was then adjourned till 2 p.m. on Friday, the 20th August,
1937.

Shillong, A. K. BARUA,
24th September 1937,

Secretary, Legislative Assembly, Assam.
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