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" Proceedings of the second Session of the first Assam Lesislats
Assembly assembled under the provisions of theeglslatwe
Government of India Act, 1935

The Assembly met at the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 10 a.m., on Monday, the
16th August 1937 ° 4

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

STARRED QUESTIONS

Resolutions passed by the Pati Darrang Rayat Sabha re, Prevens
tion of the landed property of the Hindu Temples from
being used as private properties

Srijur JOGENDRA NATH BARUA asked :

*114. (a) Has Government in the Revenue Department rece;
of the resolutions passed by the Pati Darrang Rayat Sabhaeﬁ:ﬁed a copy
February 1937 regarding prevention of the landed property of th on 13th
temples from b%nlg Ex;sed as private properties ? ¢ Hindu
b) Will Government be pleased to lay th -

on the table of the House ? Bt Y the copy of the resolutiong
(¢) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge be pleased

action if any is proposed to be taken in the matter ? P to state what

#115. Has Governmcnt_ instituted any enquiry for ascertaini
how many of such estates are in the nature of trust properties for the 5
nance of temples ? m

(2) How many of such estates have been accepted
revenue and how many of f!;lf"lem have been sold away.

3) How many cases of fraud have been practised u
in rcs(pzzct of such estates ? P pon by the Dattadars

(4) If the answer be in the negative, is Government goj
such enquiry made in the near future ? going to have

*116. (@) Is there any contemplation on the part of Goye
frame a legislation for the preservation and better management Of?}i?%g to
mottar, Debuttar and other endowed properties in the nature of tryst p::

perties ?

g (1)
ainte.

as security for land

(6) Will Government in the quenue Department

to enquire and prepare a full and complete list lof all Dharmotta:.)cupllfascd
(and ‘other properties in the nature of public trust Pmpﬂrtiesj ‘-':I;I_ttar
reasonable time in the near future ? within a

Tue Hon’BLE SrRgur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied ;

114. ?a) —Yes.

(‘bg—g copy is laid O:k the Library table,

¢)—No action was taken by the former Govern i
matter. The present Government have decided that the questicr)?lcngf 11: 'tlh %
tion to control the management of religious and charitable trusis shaulcgilsg;
brought up before the Ifeg{slat1ve Assembly by private members and th
they dfo noi: Pfgﬁfsifatsoblexzmitle legxslation themseives and. probably pre’par:.t
tion of such a 0 already taken in hand h i -
s y the hon. interpellagey
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115..(1), (2) and (3)=— No.

(4)—Government do not see the necessity for such an erquiry. .

Sryur  JOGENDRANATH BARUA: Is the Hon’ble Minister in
charge aware that many trust properties have been alienated away as they
have been given as securities for Government revenue ?

Tre Hon’BLe Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Yes, Sir.

Sryur JOGENDRANATH BARUA: Do Government think that
it is their duty that they should enguire about it ?

Tue Hon’sre Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: In so
far as it relates to the realisation of land revenue, I think thatisa part
of the Government duty.

Sryur  JOGENDRANATH BARUA: Will Government make an
enquiry to know how many trust properties have been alicnated in this
way ?
Tue Honere Srjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: We have
no such information at present. I :

Srijur SIDDHI NATH SARMA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 1n
charge enquire about this matter ?

Tae Hox’sre THE SPEAKER : That question has already becen put
and answered. :

Tue How'sLe Szijur ROHINI KUMAR  CHAUDHURI replied :—

116. (a)—No. Government prefers to leave it to private members.
(b)—The Commissioners have been asked to report.

Salaries and Designation of Ministers under the new Government of
= India Act

Banu DAKSHINARANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI asked :

*117. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) If Government is aware that the Ministers of Bombay, Madras,
United Provinces, Central Provinces Behar and Orissa are
taking Rs. 500 each as their monthly salary.

(8) If so, will Government please state whether these Provinces

: are greater in respect of area, population and income than
Assam ?
(¢) If so, do the Ministers of this Province propose to take not
‘ more than Rs. 500 as their monthly salary ?
#118. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) The meaning of the term “Chief Minister” ?

(6) Under what clause and what section of the Government of
India Act, 1935, this term is used ? =

(¢) Ifitis a fact that this term does not find any place anywhere -
in the said Act nor any clause thereof empowers the
Provincial Government or the provincial legislature to usc
the said term ?

(d) If the answer be in the affirmative, whether Government pro-
pose to cease to use the term forthwith ?

Tue HonBre Mavuravi Saryio Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

117. (a)—Government have no authentic information, but are preparcd
%o take it from the hon. member that this 1s so.



(b)—Yes, except Orissa. -
(¢)—1t is for the House to determine by legislation under section

51(3) of the Government of India Act, 1935, what amounts the Ministers
will draw. g

Kumar AJIT - NARAYAN DEB : Will Government bc pleased to
state why the Finance Minister should take a higher salary than the other
Ministers ? 3

Tue Hon’BLE Mauravi SAviD SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
That is for the House to decide. :

]_'lc‘lm: Hox’sLE Mauravi Sarymp Sik. MUHAMMAD SAADULLA

l'Cp 1C o
118. (a)—* The Chief Minister > means the Minister in consultation
with whom the Governor made appointments to the Council of Ministers

As a convention, his name appears first on the list of Ministers.
(b) and (¢)—There 1s nothing in the Government of India Act

which bars the designation of one of the Ministers as ** Chief Minister ** as a
matter of administrative convenience. The term has accordingly been
pted in the Business Rules of the Assam Government. 5

(d)—No.
SRIJUT RAMNATH DAS: Sir, the term Chief Mini g :
some sensc of joint responsibility.  Will the Hon’ble the c‘:?;fctf?rzv}ﬁ;l:g:

say whether all Ministers are jointly responsible to the legislature ?
Tae HoN’BLE MAULAVI SATYID Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Yes

Siarred Questions No. 119 (Absent).

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

ado

Procedure rezardiag paym:2nt of reveaue by Tea Gardens
Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA asked :

318. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) When was the system 1ntroduced under which the tea garden

revenues are directly paid to the Government treasury instead

of being collected by the Mauzadars ?
(b) Are there any Mauzadars who still collect tea garden

revenues ? : ’ .
e in the affirmative, what is the reason

¢) If the reply to (b) 1s , .
© of this giﬁ'&rcntial treatment under which this Mauzadars
are still allowed to collect tea garden revenues ?

319. Will Government be pleased to state— S
(a) Whether the threc-anna rebate of land revenue was granted
only to some_tea gardens and not to all in 1935-36 apgd

1936-37 ? Ifso, why ?

(6) Ifit is a fact that Government granted the said rebate
only to the tea gardens recommended by the Indian Te
Licensing Committec ? 2

(¢) 1f the reply to (b) is in_the affirmative—

(i) Whether the Indian Tea Licensing Committee was giy
this privilege of recommendation ? If so why ? s

(17) Whether the tea gardens to whom the rebate was granted
were selected in a general meeting of the Tea Lice '.c=
Committee or by the Joint Controller himself ? 8o

(iif) On what basis the sclection was made ?
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320. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) tl_lc number of Mauzadars who have been dismissed for defalca-
tion of Government revenue or for mnefficiency and bad work
during the last two years ?

() Whether all the Mauzadars who have been guilty of defalca-

tion have been dismissed ?

(¢) If thereply to (b) is in the negaive, will Government be

pleased to state—
the names of the Mauzadars who have been allowed to
continue as such and the reason for allowing them to
continue ?
321. Will Government be plcased to state—

(a) If the Tahsildari system introduced in certain districts has
been found more successful than the Mauzadari system ?

(b) 1f the reply to (a) isin the affirmative do Government

propose to consider the desirability of introducing the Tahsildari
system in all districts ?
322. Will Government be pleased to state—
(@) If the Mauzadars are required to take leave from the District
Officers to leave their districts ?

() If the reply to (a) is in the affirmative, do Government

propose to consider the Mauvzadars as Government servants ?

Tue Hon’sre Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

318. (a)—The holders of grant of land Jcased under scction (1) of
the old Settlement Kules ‘or earlier special rules always used to pay
their revenue direct into the treasury. In 1928 however it was decided
that land settled under section II after that date with tea garden
managers should not be amalgamated with the mauza and the holder
thereof should be required to pay revenue direct into the treasury.

b)—Yes.

Ea))—'l‘hc mauzadars who in 1928 enjoyed the privilege of collect-
ing tea gerden revenues and when .they are succeeded by members of
their families, their successors continue to enjoy this priviléege. When
however mauzas are split up or mauzadars are succeeded by other than
members of their own families, this privilege is withdrawn.

Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: With regard to (¢) may I know why
this privilege of collecting tea garden revenue is withdrawn from the new
Mauzadar who succeeds if he is not a member of the family ?

Tue Hon’BLE SrijuTr ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Because
this is a privilege which was intended for the Mauzadar who was appointed
at the time. When the mauza went out of the hands of the family members
the privilege are withdrawn.

Tur Hon’sLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

319. (a)—Yes. The hon. member’s attention is drawn to Resolution
No.3824R., dated 14th November 1934, in which it was explained that
Government did not consider the continuance of remission in regard to land
revenue to be justified in the case of lands held by tea concerns which had

een classed as economic units by the Indian Tea Licensing Committee
;?d tcoulcl be presumed to have reached a remunerative stage of develop-
ent.
Ind; (5)—The rebate is granted only to those gardens classed by the
1an Tea Licensing Committee as non-economic units.

REL.
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(c) ({)—The Committec was not asked to recommend which
gardens should :eccive rebate of land revenue. In the ordinary course of
their duties they classified gardens as economic and non-economic units
since they were in the best position to gauge the financial position of tea
gardens.
(i{)—Government have no definite information but if appears
from the correspondence that the classification of estates was made ina
general meeting of the Tea Licensing Committee.

(#1i)—The definition of economic unit laid down by the Committee

was a tea garden of 150 acres under tea in the case of estates owned by a

proprictor or proprietors and 300 acres under tea in the case of an estate or
estates owned by a limited liability company.

Mg, NABA KUMAR DUTTA : With regard to (¢) (f) may I know

why Government think that the tea licensing committee arc in the best

osition to judge the financial position of the tea gardens ?
5 THE H{)N’I%LE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Because

they have no other data.
Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: Do the Government realise that from

the award of export quota one cannot judge the financial position of a

teca garden ?
Tue Hon’eLe Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Thatis

only a matter of opinion.

Tue Hon’sLe Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

320. (@)—In 1934-35 two Mauzadars in Kamrup were dismiss-
el o inefficiency and bad work, one Mauzadar in Darrang
for embezzlement of Government —money and two Mauzadars
in Nowgong for defalcation of Government revenue. In 1935-36
three Mauzadars in Kamrup were dismissed for defalcation, two
Mauzadars in Kamrup for inefficiency and bad work, two Mauzadars
in Darrang for defalcation and one Mauzadar in Lakhimpur for inefliciency.
For further details the hon. member is referred to the annual reports on the
‘Land Revenue Administration of Assam for the years 1934-35 and 1935-36.

(6) and (¢)—It appears from the report for 1935-36 that the
Mauzadar of Kathiatoli in Nowgong who had been suspended for defalca-
tion in 1934-35 was re-instated on payment of the whole of the demand in
consideration of the fact that he had held the mauza for over 40 years.

321. (a) and (b)— The hon. member is referred to Government resolu-
tion on the Land Revenue Administration Report for the year 1935-36 in
which Government reasons have been stated fully for continuing the
mauzadari system where possible inspite of the fact that more success has
?Jcen obtained in the collection of land revenue in the experimental tahsils
introduced in certain districts on the failure of Mauzadars in those

districts.
322. (a)—Under rule 117, page 187 of the Assam Land Revenue

Manual a Mauzadar is required to reside permanently in his mauza. Since he
is required to collect the land revenuein that mauza, he is not permitted
to absent himself at any rate during the collection season without the per-
mission of the Deputy Commissioner in the interest of Government revenue.

(b)—There is a great distinction between public servants and
Government servants. ‘The Mauzadars fall into the former category but
as they are in effcct contracions for the realisation of Government revenue,
they canrot be classed as Government servants,
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Mgr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA : Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased
to state which months of the year are termed as the collection season ?

Tue Hon’sLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Generally
it starts from the middle of January, but now a days it spreads over the
whole year.

Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: If an hon. member of this House
happens to be a mauzadar, will he have to take the permission of the
Deputy Commissioner if he wants to attend a session of this Assembly
during the collection season ?

TuE Hon’sLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : Yes, Sir,
but such permission is usually given by implication.

MRr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: Will it not constitute a breach of
privilege of an hon. member of this House if such permission is not given
to a mauzadar member ?

Tuae How’BLe Sriyjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Such a
contingency I do not think will arise Sir.

Construction of bridges on the Trunk road in Barpeta Subdivision

Sryur KAMESWAR DAS asked :
- 323. Will the Hon’ble Minister for Public Works Department
please state—

(1) Whether the traffic over the Pohumara river at Dhumarkur,
the Kaldia river at Patacharkuchi and the Japai river at
Bharbheri near Roha on the North Trunk Road in the
Barpeta Subdivision is heavy and important and is increas-
ing rapidly every year ?

(17) Whether he will please consider that having regard to the
heavy and increasing traffic and the inconvenience of
crossing at these places permanent bridges should be
constructed over the rivers at the said points ?

(i17) Does the Hon’ble Minister propose to take steps to construct
three permanent bridges, screwpile or timber, at the afore-
said points ?

rcpl"l;l}m HonBLe Mauravi Sarvip Sik MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
1€cl :
323. (i)—The traffic cannot be described as heavy. It is increasing.
(i) and (iii)—Proposals ~ for bridging these rivers have been
in the new road improvement programine. ‘

2 s_:;mi:r KAMESWAR DAS: With regard to (i) and (7if), may I know
ir, x%ﬂcg 1312;13; b}"\:_dgc wor]gs will be taken in hand in the current year 2
_ LE MAULAVI SATVID Sir MUHAM :

Sir. The road programme which has be:n a e

: ! : ‘ pproved by the Communi-
- cations Board will be placed before this House in the sha.p‘:: of a resolution

this session. If the House accepts that programme, the proposals shall
have to be sent to the Central Government for their consideration and for
- advancing the money. Itisonly, then, if money is granted by the Central
Government from the reserve of the Petrol Fund, and then alone tenders
will be called and contracts will be given.
Srijur KAMESWAR DAS: May I know whether all the three
bridges bave been included in the programme ?

TuE HonN’BLE MAULAVI SAIVID § i M1 T .
Yes, Sir. YT IR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

included

e ra—
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Construction of ‘Creteways’ in the Barpeta-Simlaguri Public Works
Department Road

Srijur KAMESWAR DAS asked :

324. (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister for Public Works Department please
state if the ‘Creteways’ over the Barpeta-Simlaguri Public Works Depart-

ment road have proved successful ?
(b) (z) It so, does he propose to take steps to complete the road

with ‘Creteways’ at an early date ? ; :
(¢) 1f not, what action Government are going to take to effect
the improvement contemplated by the introduction of ‘Creteways’ ?

Tue Hon’BLE MauLavi Satvip SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

324. (a)—The ‘Creteways’ were constructed as an experiment from
funds specially allotted by the Government of India from the Road Reserve
Fund for experimental purposes. It is much too early to state if the experi-
ment is a success or not as this will depend on the ‘life’ of the Creteways.

(4) (¢) and (i£)—Does not arise.

Mymensingia settlement in the North Lakhimpur subdivision
~ SryuT SARVESWAR BARUA asked :

325. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) What is the total area allotted for Mymensingia settlement in
the North Lakhimpur subdivision ?

() How many families of Mymensingh immigrants have been
settled therein till now and how many families have applied
for waste lands but have not yet got settlement ?

{¢) What area of land on the average is allowed for each family of
these immigrants ?

(d) Whether the original boundaries of the Mymensingia Immi-
grants Block in the North Lakhimpur subdivision have been
extended in the north-west and south-west during the last

settlement operations ?

(e) If so, whether lands occupied by some Assamessz ryots were
included in the Mymensingia block by the said extension ?

(f) Whether it is proposed to extend the said boundaries with
the result that somc Assamese ryots holding lands under
annual pattas are about to be deprived of them and
that a large plot thus snatched away from them is going
to be scttled with a Mymensingia pleader of North
Lakhimpur. .

(g) Whether the proposed extension on the North West is in
direct violation of not only the original line but also of
the boundary fixed at the last settlement and is calculat-
ed to give rise to constant friction between the Assamese
ryots of Podumani-Karnnabori and the Mymensingia,
settlers ?

(k) Since the creation of the block how many Assamese
families and how many Mymensingia families respectively
have had to be evicted or required to remove elsewhera ?
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326. Is it a fact that the Assamese villagers are scared away by
the presence of Mymensingia immigrants when settled close to their houses ?

Trae Hon’sLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

325. (a) to (k) and 326.—The information is not available in the Secre-
{ariat and has been called for ; it is regretted that insufficient time was
allowed by the hon. member to admit of a reference being made to the
local officers to obtain it by the desired date (i.e., 10th August 1937).

Srijur SARVESWAR BARUA : May I know, Sir, if the information
has been received by now ?

Tue Hon'sLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: No, Sir.

Srijur SARVESWAR BARUA: Will Government be prepared to
give the answer when the information is received ?

Trae Howsre Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Most
surely, Sir. ;

Kuan Sagre Mauvravi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: Is there any line sys-
tem, Sir, in North Lakhimpur ?

Tae Hox'BLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: So far as
my information goes, there is no such system there. But we are thinking
of preparing a colonisation scheme.

Kuan Bauapur Mavravi MAHMUD ALI: Have not Government
received notice of this in due time ?

Tue Hon'sre Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: We have
called for information. But as the hon. member wanted it before the
10th August, we could not get it. :

Srijur DEBESWAR SARMA : Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased
to state if the committee has been formed ?

5 Tue Hon'sre Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Not yet,
ir

Srijur DEBESWAR SARMA : When is the Hon’ble Minister going
to announce the personnel, Sir ?

Tre Hon'sre Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Iam not
sure, Sir, when I shall be able to do it. _

Realisation of five years’ reat from the Ilam tenants of Shuresh
Haor

Basu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked :

327. (a) Isit a fact that the Jlam tenants’ of Shuresh Haor petitioned
the Subdivisional Officer of Sunamganj for postponing the realisation of five
years’ rents charged to be realised from them and that their petitions were
rejected ?

(b) Is it a fact that, they at the time of dispute between
Government and Duara Zemindars, offered to pay rents and Govern=
ment refused to accept them ? e

: (¢) Is it a fact that most of the representatives of Sunamganj 10
this House, drew the attention of Government as regards the hardships
the tenants will experienceif rents for five years were to be realised at 2
time when most of the villagers were in scarcity of food ? d

(d) Isita fact that the Deputy Commissioner, Sylhet, informcl

S:ke i f the Members of Legislative Assembly, that GoverasneRt L EvE,
€ iénient measure in realising rents ?

LY
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(¢) Has the attention of Government been drawn to the reports
about Shuresh Haor affairs published in the JFanasakti, dated 5th May
1937 ? Ifso, what action has Government taken on the reports ?

() Will Government please state why the realisations were not
made in instalments as stated in the Deputy Commissioner’s letter ?

; (g) Isita fact that the tenants could not cultivate all the lands
for which they made settlements, owing to the dispute  between
Government and the Duara Zemindars ?

(k) Will Government be pleased to state if it isa fact that the
Duara Zemindars’ suit in respect of Shu:esh Haor was for confirmation
of possession and fresh settlement on the ground that Government’s
resumption orders were illegal and ultra vires ?

(i) Is it a fact that the Duara Zemindars claimed to pay revenue
for entire Shuresh Haor lands at the old rate on the basis of the old
‘pattas’ and is it a fact that the claim of the Zemindars had been allowed
and Government was ordered to refund to the Zemindars the revenue
that was assessed on the lands and realised from the Zemindars on the
basis of the new settlement ?

(j) Will Government be pleased to state what is the total amount
of revenue realised from the tenants in respect of Shuresh Haor lands settled
with them after the order of resumption and for how many years and at
what rate this revenue has been realised ?

(k) Will Government be pleased to state if a separate ‘patta’ was
;ssued to each of the tenants for each of these five years ?

() Isit a fact that the Zemindars have been paying revenue to
Government at their old rate ? If so, will Government please state
if it was a defence set up by Government in the title suit that the Zemin-
dars are dispossessed by Government ? Ifso, whether it is a fact that
the plea has been negatived by the decrees that have been passed in favour
of the Zemindars,

(m) TIs it a fact that all the settlements with the tenants with
respect to resumed land, have been declared illegal and without juris-
diction and Governmeat is only entitled to realise revenue at the
old rate from the Zemindars till fresh settlement is eflfected in respect
of Shuresh Haor lands? If so,

(n) do Government propose {0 consider the propriety of revi-
sion of the situation created by above findings of Court and economic
condition of the cultivators, aftet hearing the cultivators in deputation ?

Tue Hon'sre Smyor ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

327. (a)—Government have no information. -

- (b)—The tenants of Shuresh Haor paid the revenue due on annual
patias issued  to them after the year 1932 and after that date owing to a
misunderstanding of Government orders on the part oflocal officers no
revenue was demanded although the annual pattas continued to be issued.

(¢)—The only representative of Sunamganj from whom any letter
was received on the subject is the hon. questioner himself.

(d)—The  Deputy Commissioner, Sylhet, instructed the
Subdivisional Officer to exercise leniency in  realising back rents.

(e) and ( f )—Lhe hon. member is referred to the replies given
to questions 183 and 184 asked by Maulavi Dewan Muhammad Ahbab

Chaudhuri in the present session of the Assembly.
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{g)—The dispute between Government and the Duara Zemindars
had no effect on the cultivation of land by the tenants. If they did not
wish to cultivate all the lands in any year, they were at liberty to surrender
the pattas.

(4)—This is correct.

(1)—The suit was decreed in favour of the Duara Zemindars
with mesne profits. Final orders as to the scttlement has not yet becn
passed but a tentative settlement of the mesne profits claimed has been
reached. :

( /)—Revenue has been realised from the tenants in respect of the
arrear rent from 1334 B. S. but there has been practically no realisation
on account of annual pattas since 1338 B. §. The total realised up to 31st
March 1937 was Rs.4,959-2-0. Since that date R5.9,205 out of a total
arrear for the previous five years Rs.10,589 has been realised. The lands
~ were settled at ordinary rates.

(k)—As far as Government are aware a separate palla was issued
to cach tenant every year since the settlement was first granted.

(/) —No. Revenue at the enhanced rate was first demanded from
the Zemindars but no demand was made after the year 1337 B. S. pending

the result of the appeal. -
(m)—No such declaration has been made.

(n)—Does not arise. The fact that 90 per cent. of arrcar rents
were realised within two months of the demand does not indicate any
great distress in the economic condition of the tenants.

Basu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: As regards (@), did the Govern-
ment enquire of the Subdivisional Officer, Sunamganj, about this petition ?

Tue Hon’sLe Srijutr ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHUR] : Yes, Sir,
we shall do that.

Basu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: Whatdid the Subdivisional Officer
inform the Government ?

Tue Hon’sLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURT : I, said, Sir,
that we had no information about t]‘_li_t. No such petition has bcc;1 rccc,:ivccl
by Government. We arec enquiring fron:} the Subdivisional Officer.
As soon as we get the information we shall inform the hon. member,

Basu HARENDRA NARAYAN “CHAUDHURI: May I say, Sir,
that the Hon’ble Minister replied ‘“‘yes” when he was asked ‘the question
whether he had enquired ? The detailed reply also is there.

Tue Hon’sre Srjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I have
only said, Sir, that I will enquire.

- " Tue Hon’BLe THE SPEAKER : The hon. member’s point is that there
is a contradiction in the answer.

Tue HonsLe Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: The
answer to (a) is that Government have no information. When the hon.
member asked, whether Governmznt has enquired, I replied that I am
enquiring and shall forward the information to him when received.

Tue Hon'sLe Mauravi Sarvip SR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : We
understood that the question was, whether Government would enquire from
the Subdivisional Officer, and the Hon’ble Minister answered “yes”, It
is di s to hear from the opposite corner.

B dl%iigg fg{:Rt[?NA SINDHU pII{OY: DQ Govcrnmcr}t deny that
Maulavi Maqbul Hussain Chaudhury, ‘Maulavi Munawwarali and Maulavi
Dewan Muhammad Ahbab Chaudhuri wrote a joint letter to the Deputy
Commissioner about the realisation of rents from the tenants of Shuresh

aor ?

%
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Tue HoN’sre Szyur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I have no
information, Sir,

MaurLavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURI: Was
any letter received by the Hon’ble Minister himself on this subject ? 1
myself, Maulavi Munawwarali and Maulavi Maqgbul Hussain Chaudhury
had wriiten a joint letter to the Deputy Commissioner on the subjt;(.:t ?

THe How’sie Srjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI:  This ques-
tion, Sir, refers to Government. s

MavrLavi MUNAWWARALI: Has the Hon’ble Minister seen that
letter, Sir.

Tue Hon’sLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Yes, Sir,
I have seen it. 5 vl

Mauravi MUNAWWARALI: Has the Hon’ble Minister taken any
steps on that ? v -

Basu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: In that letterit was written that
the realisation should be made by instalments. Has the realisation beep

ade by instalments ?
= TH):: Hox’sre Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: We are
still making enquiries, Sir.

Mavravi MUNAWWARALI: As regards (d) has the Hon’ble
Minister satisfied himself whether the leniency which was instructed to be
exercised was actually exercised ?

TrE Hon’sLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI - So far as
my information goes, Sir, lenicncy was exercised. I have also got informa-
tion recently that there were 12 cases of attachment of moveables and no
attachment of immoveables.

Mauravi DEWAN MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURI : What
does the word “leniency” mean, Sir ?

Tue HoN’BLE SrRijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : It would
be better if the hon. member put the question to the hon. member who put
the original question. By leniency I mean the same thing which was
meant by Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy.

THE Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER: What is that same thing ?

Basu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: With regard to (d) does not
Government admit that according to one patta realisation was made for 5

ears.
2 THe Hon'BLE Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :  Patias
were issued from year to year and those pattas were not surrendered.

Knan Sanis Mavravi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY: The
answer to (d) is—‘“The Deputy Commissioner, Sylhet, instructed the Sub-
divisional Officer to exercise leniency in realising back rents”.

May we know how this leniency was exercised ?  Were any tenants ex-
empted from paying the full rents or made to pay half or quarter of the rent ?

Tre HoN’sLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : The reply
is that leniency was exercised in realising back rents.

THE Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : The hon. member wants to know the
manner in which leniency was exercised.

Tre HoN’BLE MauLavi Sarvip Stk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : My
Hon’ble Colleague has already answered. The question was framed by the
hon. interpellator in this form 'and he has taken the word “leniency” from
the qucstion itsclf. Therefore if any explanation is necessary it is not from

Tue Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : What was “the manner in which

leniency was exercised ?
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Tue Hox'sLE MauLavi Satvio SirR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: The
questioner knows better for what purpose he used the word “leniency”.

Mauravi MUNAWWARALI: Are the abstract minds of the ques-
tioner and the Hon’ble Minister - identical ?

Tue Hon’sLe Sryjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I have
nothing to say to that.

Basu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be
pleased to see the patia and the receipt which I have got with me now ?

Tue Hox’sLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I can see

that afterwards.

Srimangal Small Town
Bazu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked :

328. Will Government please state—
(a) Ifall the members of the Srimangal Municipality in the South

Sylhet subdivision are nominated by Government and if
the Chairman is an official ?

() Will Government please state at what rate the taxes are
assessed ?

(¢c) Isita fact that the major portion of the town is inhabited by
labourers ?

(d) Is it a fact that general opinion is azainst the formation of
such official Board ?

(¢) Was there any representation against the constitution of such
a Board ?

Tue Hon’BLE REv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

328. (a)—Srimangal is not 2 Municipality but a “small town™. All the
members are nominated. The Chairman is the Subdivisional Officer.
(b)—At 61 per cent. on the annual letting value.
(¢)—No census of labourers in the town has been taken but Govern-
ment have no reason to believe that they form the majority, -
(d)—Not so far as Government is aware.
(¢)—A few representations were received against the formation of
a small town but not against the constitution of the Board.

MR.. NABA KUMAR DATTA: With regard to (@) may I know on
what principle the nomination was made ?

Tue HoN'BLE REV. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: They are nominated
by the Deputy Commissioner and not by the Government. I do not know
u‘hatﬁrinf\}ggihi(?}:&uly Com nissioner adopts

R. MAR DATTA: Is not the D iesi
subordinate to the Government of Assam ? S St e

Tue Hon'BLE REvV. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : The question was not
asked. If the hon. member wants I can enquire into that.

Basu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Has not the Deputy Commissioner
been instructed how the nomination is to be made ?

Tue Hon’sLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: No.

Mr NABA KUMAR DATTA: Withregard to (d) did Govern-
ment care to enquire abou the gencral opinion of the Srimangal people.

Tne Hon'sLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-RCY : The reply is given there.

&
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Mr. NABA KUMAR DATTA : My question is—did Government:
cufe:tpienguire about the general opinion of the Srimangal people ? ;

THE Hov'sLg Rev, J. J. M. NIGHOLS-ROY.: Government received'a
few representations from the people against the formation of a small town

put not against the constitution of the Board, So Government knew what the-
people wanted.

Polling Stations in the Last Assembly Election’
Basu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked:

329. (a) Will Government please state the method followed in-
selecting polling centres in the last Assembly Election ? :

(6) Is it a fact that in certain centres all the voters had to' walk a
very short distance but in: others some had to walk a short distance and some-
a good number of miles (12—14 miles) ? ; -

(¢) Will Government please state why the voters of each: of the-
following villages in the Subdivision of Sunamganj (1) Sachna, (2) Sachna-
bazar (Kaliganj bazar), (3) Bharatpur, (4) Rahimapur, situated: within a
mile of one another had to go to (1) New Kamlabaj: (3 miles), to (2) Ram-
nagar (5 miles), to (3) Lalargaon (10 miles) and to (4) Tahirpur (10 miles):
respﬂctlvcly g =

(d) .Wlll Government please state whether there was any bar in:
rules in breaking up the areas of police stations and chowkidari circ es, for
she purpose ol voting centres ?

Tae HONBLE Mauravr Sayip Sk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA.
peplicd -

329. (a)—As far as practicable, one polling station was selected for every
1,200 voters on the register, each polling station being so situated that no:
elector would have to walk more than 5 or 6 miles from his village to his-
polling station.

(6)—In certain centres some of the voters had to walk a short dis-
tance and some of them a longer distance, because in allotting areas to the
different polling stations the location of a circle as a whole, and not that of
a particular village, had to be taken into consideration. In no case, how-
ever, is the distance known to have been as much as 12 to 14 miles;

(¢)—It was not always possible to allot a particular village to the:
polling station nearest to it, for the following reasons—

(#)—the necessity of keeping the number of electors assigned to-

- any polling station within manageable limits,

(¢2)—the limited number of suitable buildings available that could!
serve the purpose of polling stations,
(éii)—the limited number of officers available to: man the polling:
stations, and i
(iv)—the fact that some areas were more densely populated than
others.
(d)—There was no such bar, but the retention of administrative
anits intact is convenient and Lelpful. -

KHAN BaADUR Mavravi MAHMUD ALI: Wil Governmeng
enquire what distance the voters had to walk to attend their respective poll-
ing stations at Patharkandi, Hatkhola and Seragi ?
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Basu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Is it also not a fact that people had
to walk about 15 miles to attend the polling station at Ratabari Thana ?

Tae Hon'BLe Mauravi Saivip S;kR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: The
question of Karimganj was not enquired into. If the insinuation is that peo-
ple had to traverse over 15 or 16 miles, Government will see that no such
inconvenience is caused in the next election.

Realisation of money on forest produce by Zemindars in Sunamganj
Basu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked :

330. (a) Isit a fact that Zemindars in the Sunamganj sulrdivision realise
money on forest produce from agriculturists and even on fodder 1o

; (6) Is Government aware that people of Chhatak in the subdivi-
sion of Sunamganj are vigorously protesting against the exorbitant rate
charged on fodder by the Pailgaon and Gauripur Zemindars ?

: (¢) If the answers to questions (a) and () above be in the affirma-
tive do Government propose to take any steps to stop sach realisation and if
in the negative, do Government propose to make a proper enquiry and lay
the report on the table at an early date ?

TreE Hon’erE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :
330. (@) and (b)—Government have no information.

(:)—This is 2 matter in which Government cannot interfere, as it
concerns the relations of landlords and tenants which are governed by the
Sylhet Tenancy Act. The rights of landlords to dues for pasturage, forest
rights, etc., are expressly recognised in section 206 of that Act.

Number of appointments nmiade on the advice of the Pablic Service
Commission

Basu SHIBENDRA CHANDRA BISWAS asked :

331. Will Government be pleased to state how many appointments
have been made in April, May and June 1937—figures being shown sepa-
rately—on the advice of the Public Service Commission ?

332. Will Government please state the salary of each appointment so
made on the advice of the Public Service Commission ?

333. Will Government please state how many times the members of
the Public Service Commission met to give advice in connection with the
appointments during the last three months ?

Tuae HoN’BLE MAuLAvi Sarvip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA

replied : ;
 331.—The Commission advised in connection with appointments 10
the following cases :—

Apl'll ) L& gl e i) One.

May Five. =5

June ", : i e Twenty-five

L]
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332.—Salaries of the posts in regard to which the Commission advised
are as follows :—

. Rs.250—300—40/2—500—50/2—650—50/2—800 plus Rs.50 (Spe-
cial pay) subject to a maximum of Rs.800 per month.

Rs.60—5—150—10—200.

Rs. 60—5—100—5—150.

Rs.50—5—120.

Rs.200—10—300.

Rs.60—4—100—5—140.

Rs.55—4—135.
16 Rs.75—4—115—4—155—4—175.

333.—Twenuty five times.

Mauravi ABDUR RAHMAN: Do Government propose to take
step to abolish the Public Service Uommission because they have got very
little work to do ?

Tre Hon'sLE Mauravi Sarvip SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : I
understand a cut motion has already been tabled on this question. The
matter will come for discussion when the motion is moved.

Mavravi GHYASUDDIN AHMED: Wiy the recommendation of
the Public Service Commission was not given effect to in the case of the
Assam Valley appointments in the Education Department while it was done
so in the case of the appointments in the Surma Vailey ?

Tue Hon’BLE MAULAVT SAryd S1TR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : How
does that question arise from the answer given to these questions ?

MAULAVI GH_YASUDD[N AHMED : It isstated the Commission
advised in connection with appointments in the Education Department.
Then why the appointments in the Assam Valley were not gazetted ? |

Tuz Hon’BLE Mauravi Sarvip S;ir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
The Public Service Comumission made certain recommendations and
Government is considering them.

Sryjur KAMESWAR DAS: Is Governmeat aware whether the
aggregate salary per month of the posts filled by the Public Service Gominis-
sion comnes to half of the salavies of the Tom nission per month ?

Tur Hon’BLE MAurLavI SAviD SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
That is not so Sir.

t—

RS T

Staff of the Assam Legislative Council

Kuan Bamapur Mauvravi KERAMAT ALI asked:

334. Will Government be pleased to state :— S
(a) What is the strength of the staff of the Assam Legislative

Council Oulice ? :
(b) Whether the Clerks to the said office work late hours at night

almost daily ?

Tue Hon’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURTI replied :

234. (a)—There is at present only one Lower Division Assistant and one
Typist borne in the Assam Legislative Council establishment. The staff ig
combined with the establishment of the Secretary, Legislative Department
Legal Remembrancer, Administrator General and Official Trustee. Thé
total strength of the combined office is eight—six assistants including the
Head Assistant, one Stenographer and one Typist. 5

(b —There has lately been a general increase in the volume of work
in the Legislative Department. So the staff have to work beyond the usua]
office hours to cope with the work.
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 Mr. NABA KUMAR DATTA: Do Government contemplate to
increase the strength of the Assam Legislative Council Office ?

Tur Hon’sLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Govern-
ment has not come to any decision yet.

Mauravi ABDUR RAHMAN: Do Government contemplate to
“do awav with this Legislative Council ? (laughter)

Tae Hon’srLe Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : It is not
“in the power of this House ?

Mauravi ABDUR RAHMAN :—Dn the Gove nment contemplate tak-
ing any steps to do away with the Legislative Council ?

Tue Hox’sre Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: There isa
resolution on the subject in this House. Perhaps we are going to discuss
this.

KuAx Bauapur Mauravi KERAMAT ALT : Am I to understand that
the question of increasing the staff of this office is under the consideration of
“‘Government ?

__ Tae How’sie Sryur ROHINT KUMAR CHAUDHURI: As I have
said, Government has not come co any decision on that point, but they will
:consider the question after the present session is over.

‘Number of Government Charitable Dispensaries in Jaintia Hills
‘Rev. L. GATPHOH asked:

335. Will Government be pleased to state what is the numl
‘Government Charitable Dispensaries in Jaintia Hills ? e
336. Ts it a fact that there is no Government Charitable Dispe i
T A T T, Dispensary in
337. Is it a fact that complaints have been made of the in
smedical provisions in the Subdivision ? RSz ol

Tae Hox’sLe REv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

335.—One. % .
336.—Yes : but thereis a Welsh Mission Hospital which receives aid

from Government.

Rev. L. GATPHOH : Is there any other mission in the subdivision
which receives grant-in-aid from Government ?

Tue Hox'sre Rev. J. J. M, NICHOLS-ROY : Perhaps there is
-another, Sir.

Rev. L. GATPHOH : If there is another on what conditions is th
-grant-in-aid given to this mission ? e

Tug How’sre Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Ido not know these
conditions now because this matter has not been examined by this Govern-
‘ment. The grant was given in previous years. | -

Rev. L. GATPHOH: When the grant-in-aid is made will Gov-
.ernment see that those who are really poor are given medicine free ?

Tup Hon’sLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : That matter will be
.considered, ‘Sir. y

Tre Hox’sie Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

237 __Ves. Government hope to be able to provide further medical

proviston for this subdivision.

a1
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Rev. L. GATPHOH : Do the Government i
: G OH = Y propose to provide furth
‘medical provision by simply increasing grant-in-aid topthe migions ? T o
_ Tue Hon’sLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : That is not the inten-
;{gr;;. The Government intends to open a new dispensary in the subdivi-
1 .
REev. L. C:ATPHOH: How soon do Government propose to do that ?
Tue Hon’srE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : As soon as funds are

available and sehemes are sent up.

Canteens in Tea Gardens

Srijur OMEO KUMAR DAS asked :

338. Ts it a fact that canteens to sell country liquor to garden labourers

are permitted to be run on tea gardens ?
339 Tf so, will Government be pleased to state :— _
(i) the number of such cantcens with the annual consumption of
liquor on tea plantations in (a) the Assam Valley, and () ];)
Surma Valley ; % the
(#i) the nature of Government control over such canteens ;
3 (iizi) the lfmurshof o;ﬁcning and closing of such canteens ?
40. Is it a fact that the canteen system conduces to a
of drunkenness among the tea garden lz{bourers than otherwiseg;eater degree

Tae Hon’sLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

338.—VYes. There are two systems. One is the canteen s
other the lessee Manager system. The main difference is tﬁii:ml?ngnd fhe
canteen system the license is given to the Manager of the garden and e
the lessee Manager system the license is given to an outsider selected bunder
Manager with the approval of the Deputy Commissioner. L
Sryur MAHADEV SARMA : From what year has this system beepn

introduced in tea gardens ?
Tue Hon’Bre Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: I cannot say exactly

in what year this system was introduced. It is perhaps 3 or 4 years ago
Srijur KRISHNA NATH SARMA : Has it been introduced at .the

suggestion of some garden managers 2
Trae HoneLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : I cannot say, Sir, I

think it was introduced after consultation between the Excise Commissioner

and garden managers. ;
Sryjur LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH: Is liquor sold in sealed bottleg

under these two systems the Canteen System and the Lessee Mana,
system. B

Tue Hon’srLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Yes, Sir.,
Srijur KRISHNA NATH SARMAH: Isit introduced due to the

prosperity of the Tea Industry.
Tue Hon’sie Rev. J, J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : I cannot say wheth
cr

the system was introduced due to the reason stated by th

Bary HARENDRA NARAYAN GHAUDHURI : ex\}/ﬁn' S
ther the Excise Commissioner consulted European Managers y i now whe-
Managers also ? only or Indian

Tue How'sre Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: That I AR .

. Sryur MAHADEV SARMA:
~3 5 Whether the Local Boards wer

ay.
€ COne-
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... Tee Hox’BLE Rev. J.J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : That has nothing to
do with the Local Boards.

Kuan Bamapur Mauvravi KERAMAT ALI: Were the tea gardens
consulted before canteens were started ?

THE Hon’BLE REV. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Yes, Sir.

Srijur  OMEO KUMAR DAS: Is Government aware that some
managers objected to taking licences for canteens in their own gardens ?

Tee Hox’eie Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: II tihere was any
manager who objected, no shop was opened in his garden.

Sryur DEVESWAR SARMA : Will Government be pleased to state
the policy underlying the system of opening liquor shops in tea gardens ?
. THe Howsik Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : There is another ques-
tion, question No.340 under which this supplementary question may be put.

Srijur JOGENDRA NATH BARUA: Is there any restriction to
supply liquor to the tea garden population under the Canteen System ?

. .THE HoN’BLE Rev, J. J M. NICHOLS-ROY: Yes. Taere isa res-
triction that no one can buy liquor from the canteen more than one reputed
quart bottle in one day.

MR. J. R. CLAYTON: Is not the object of the canteen system to
reduce illicit brewing ?

. T'HE HoN’BLE REv. J-J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Yes, that is one of the
objects.

Tue HoN’BLE REev. J- J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

339.(1)—In 1936-37 there were in the Assam Valley 10 canteens and 20
Lessee Manager’s shops with a total consumptioa of 35,303 L. P. gallons and
in the Surma Valley 5 canteens and 24 lessce Manager’s shops with a total
consumption of 8,711 L. P. gallons. : :

(1) —A copy of the license form tor both kinds of shops is placed on
the library table. ~(Government exercise full control over such shops.

(i11)—Article X of the canteen license form and XII of the lessee
Manager’s license form regulate the hours of sale.

SrRijur MAHADEV SARMA : How do the Government exercise full
control over the operation of this system 11 the gardens ?

Tue Hon’eLe Rev. J. J. M. NIGHOLS-ROY: The excise staff go
there and examine the shops just as they do with any other shop.

Srgur OMEO KUMAR DAS: With regard to (z) will the Hon’ble
Minister be pleased to state the figures of total consumption ? Isit
increasing or decreasing ?

TuE Howsre Rev. J. J. M. NIGHOLS-ROY: I cannot state any
more figures than what are stated in the replies.

Sryur OMEO KUMAR DAS:  Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased
to state why in Surma Valley the figure is lower than in the Assam Valley ?

TuHe Hon’sLE REV. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: I am sorry I cannot
tell the reason why. It may be due to population. A

Sryur BELI RAM DAS: To what extent Government has been
successful in counteracting this evil of secret distillation by introducing the
system P

Y585 I'me Hon’eLe Rev. J.J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : The reportisthere
that the system is working very satisfactorily. ! i

Sryjur BELI RAM DAS: Is Government able to substantiate this ?

Tur Hon’sie Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Sir, I have no other
figure just now than the report thatI have got from the Excise Commis-
sioner. ‘

qu
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Srijur MAHADEV SARMA : How will the hours of sale be regulat-
ed ? How can they check that these rules are followed ? f

Tue Hon’eLE Rev.].J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: The lessees are
supposed to follow the rules.

Baru HARENDRA NARAYAN CHAUDHURI: May I have his
personzl view whether he encourages it or discourages the system ?

Tae Hon’sLe THE SPEAKER : Personal view should not be required.

Tue Hon’BLE Rev. J. J. M. NIGHOLS-ROY replied :

cy was to combat the evil of illicit

distillation on tea gardens and to control, with the help of the Managers,
excessive drinking among the tea garden population. This system openly
provides the coolies with a legitimate source of supply of liquor, of standard
strength, and thus counteracts the evil of secret distillation of crude harmful
liquor of varying strength. :

Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAH: Irepeat my question, Sir.

Tue Hon'sLE Rev. J.J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : The reply is already

iven.
- Sryur DEVESWAR SARMAH : The reply is not there, Sir. I again
request the Hon’ble Minister to state the policy underlving it.

Tue Hon’sLE Rev. J J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : The reply is clearly
given there. The whole object of the policy was to control the excessive
drinking habit among the tea garden population.

Srijur  LAKHESVAR BOROOAH: Is liquor sold in sealed bottles
in these canteen and the lessee Manager shops ?

Toe Hon’Bre REev. J.J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: To that question I

340.—The whole object of the poli

can say, Ye€s. _
Sryjur  LAKHESVAR BOROOAH: Will the Hon’ble Minister

please make an enquiry and ascertain ?
Tue Hon’BLE REev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : If the hon. member

wants I may enquire but I do not see any necessity for enquiring.
Sryur  LAKHESVAR BOROOAH: To check excessive drinking

habit.
Srijur SARVESWAR BARUA: May I know whether Government

gets a larger income due to the introduction of this system ?
Tue Hon’BLE ReEev. J.J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: I have mnot looked

into that question. : e
SRJ_]U':":l SARVESWAR BARUA: Does not the Hon’ble Minister
expect to get two lakhs of rupees more on account of too much drinking

. . 2
due to returned prosperity among the tea garden population :

Tae Hon’sie Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: That might be due
to the better financial condition of the tea garden population.

Sryur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: Are the Government aware
that there have been more addicts due to the opening of liquor shops ?

Tue Hon’BLe Rev. J.J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: That I do not
suppose.

Srijur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA : Has Government taken any
census of figures in different tea gardens ? :

Tue Hon’sLe Rev, J.J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: No, we have not yet
done so.

Srjur  RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: Do Government propose
to take any census ? . TN(B)

* Tae Hon’sre Rev. J. J. M, NICHOLS-ROY : Well, we are

to take cersus if nccessary. ¥ Pepaged
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Srgur OMEO KUMAR DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister in-charge:
be pleased to state whether drunkenness has increased due to introduction:
of this canteen system ?

Tre Hon’BLE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: The report is that
drunkenness has decreased instead of increasing.

Srjur OMEO KUMAR DAS: Is it a fact thatthere have been:
several rioting owing to opening of liquor shops within tea gardens ?

. Tue How’sLe Rev.]. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: I have heard of no:
Tioting anywhere. e :

Srjur OMEO KUMAR DAS: Isthe Hon’ble Ministerin-charge
aware of the fact that owing to this a tea garden Manager was assaulted ?

THE HoN’BLE REV. JiJ: ' Ms NICHOLS-ROY : No, I am not aware
of that.

Srjur  SANKAR CHANDRA BARUA 773 i#{a y@wa 3fa

I3 A ajafe afs 37 coriea @TiD TS A ArFA YfFaca 2
(laughter).

Nomination to the Municipal Boards
BaBu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI asked

341 Will Government be pleased to state—
() What is the basis of nomination to the Municipal Boards ?
(1) Whether it isa fact that a representation was sent to the
Hon’ble Minister, Local Self-Government, by the Hindw
Sabha, Maulvibazar, to consider the question of Hindu:

representation by nomination in the Maulvibazar Munici~

pality ?

(12i) What action, if any, have Government taken on this repre-

; sentation ?
(iv) Whether a seat was allotted in the Maulvibazar Municipal
Board to the Hindu Community by nomination in past terns ?
(v) Whether the Hindu Community is entitled to one seat on.
population basis ?

Tre Hown’BLE REv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

341. (i)—To provide for the representation of under-1epresented com-

munities and interests.
(11)—Yes.

(#i:)—The matter was fully considered but Government were unable

to accede to the request.
((z'u)-—Yes.
v)—Both on a basis of population and of voters the M ha :
community is entitled to 4 and the Hindus to 8 members on a Bgafén 13)3? dle}
As eight Hindus and only two Muhammadans were elected the Muham-

to them.
Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : - Is the Hon®

madans were very much under-represented and both nominations had to go

ble Minister preparec-l"

to contradict me when I state that the policy of nomination which he

enunciates is more honoured in breach than in observance ?

THE H 7 REV- . !Ml ICI‘IO - * "hi 1
ot e, Sirfl.q BL? : .J J N ,LS ROY: This question does



739

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : I just want to know whether the
Hon’ble Minister is prepared to contradict me when I state that the policy
of nomination which he enunciates is more honoured in breach than in

observance.
Tue Hon’sLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Yes, Sir, I am prepared
to contradict (laughter). <
Is it not the policy of

SrijuT RAJENDRA NATH BARUA:
Government to give nomination to the under-represented communitics ?

Tue Hon'sLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Yes, Sir, if the und=r-
represented  communities are not fully represented, then they get

nomination.
SrRijuT SARVESWAR BARUA: Has any provision been made for

the undey-represented communities ? _
Tag Hon’sLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Yes, provision has
been made for the under-represented communities which have never got any
representation.
: Basu HIRENDRA CHANDRA CKAKRAVARTI: May I know
whether Government considers the question of the minority communities ?
TaHE Hon’BLE REv. J.J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Yes, Government
consider the question of the minority communities.
Sryjur SARVESWAR BARUA: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that
the Marwari community has not been represented in the North Lakhimpur
Town Committee and that their repeated representations have failed to

secure them any nomination so far ? et A
Tue How’sLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Nominations in small

towns are made by the Deputy Commissioners. -
Sryjur SARVESWAR BARUA: Are they not responsible to Govern-

ment ?
THe HonN’sre Rev. J.J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: It is not a question
Deputy Commissioner

of responsibility but it is a question of fact. The
nominates the members. If rate-payers will send recommendation to
Government the matter will receive our best consideration.
Mr. KEDARMAL BRAHMIN: Did anybody from the Marwari
community at Tezpur stand for nomination ?
Tne HoN’sLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: I do not know, Sir.
. Srgur SARVESWAR BARUA: Is it not the duty of Government to
Interfere with the action of the Deputy Commissioners when they go wrong ?
TLIE Hon’sLE REv. J.J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Sir, it is not a question
of going wrong. The thing is this that no representation was sent to

Oovernment ?
*Sryur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: TIs ita fact that liln Goz}tllpara
greater than the re-

nd. Sj 1
amse St’b?agar where representation of electors was
P ntation of Muhammadan communities, nominations have been

made ?

THE_ HON’BLE REv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : In the nominations to
the Municipal Boards we have taken population as the basis.

SRJUT SARVESWAR BARUA: Will Government please make an
inquiry as to the propriety of giving nomination to the Marwari community

at North Lakhimpur.
Tue Honx’sre Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY :  Sir, if there be any
representation from any community, we shall consider the question. -
Procedure ¢ Public Works Department Contracts
Basu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI asked :
342, Will Government be pleased to state— :
(a) If Public Works Department contracts are-given to persons who
are neither natives of, nor domiciled in, the Province ?

(b) If so, do Government propose to stop this practice ?

*This portion was not corrected by the hon, member,
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Tue Hon’sie Mauravi SAviD SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied : . r

342, (a)—Yes.

(b)—No. ; : :
KHAN)BAHADUR Mavravi KERAMAT ALI: Will the Heon’ble
Minister in charge be pleased to state why contracts are given te
foreigners? e
Tue HoNBLE MAULAVI SAIYID Siz MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Sir, contracts have been given to certain foreign contractors who have
settled in this province and have got big establishments and are able to
carry on with the work which the local people cannot do, VoS
KuAN BAHADUR Mauravi KERAMAT ALI: Isthe Hon’ble Mmlster
aware that there are local contractors who have got big establishments
and can carry on any big work if given? : :
Tue HonBLE MauLavi SAIVID SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
If the local contractors can do the work they will be given preference.
KuAN Bamapur Mauravi KERAMAT ALI: Will the Hon’ble
Minister please issue instructions to the authority concc_rncd to give con-
tracts to the local people, if available, instead of to foreigners?
Tee HonBLE MAULAVI SAIVID SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
Sir, such instructions have already been issued. A tio)
Mgz. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Are such instructions followed?
TeE Hon’BLE MAULAVI SAIYID S;k MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
Sir, to the best of our knowledge, such instructions are followed... . . :
Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Is the Hon’ble .. Minister
prepared to issue definite instructions to the Chief Engineer that ‘as long
as local contractors are available, contract should be given to them in
preference to other contractors.

_ Tue Howsie Mavravi Sarvp Sk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Sir, two instructious have already been issued by the Chief Engineer and
and if my hon. friend wants that another instruction should be issued
to him from Government, 1 am prepared to do that. "

Srgur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Are Government aware that

by g_iving contracts to the foreigners, all the profits are going outside the
province ?

Tre HoN'BLE MAULAVI SAVID SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Government have no knowledge of the cash balance of .profit (lauglzi’er)

Mavravi ABDUR RAHMAN: May 1 know, Sir, why GOVemment.
do not propose to give contracts to'the local people ?

TraE Hon’Bre MAULAVI SAIYID Sir. MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -
I have already answered that 'question, Sir. Preference will be given t.
local contractors if they are found able to carry on with the work, &

Representation of Ahoms in Public Services

Srrjur RAMNATH DAS asked:

343.(a) Will the Hon’ble-Minister in charge be pleased to state Qﬁetﬁer
it is a fact that the Government of Assam very recently abandoned the rule:
ander which the Ahom Community had ‘been continuously enjoying the

privileges of a separate and special allocation in the public seérvices of the
Province ?
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' '(b) Isitalso a fact that the aforesaid rule came to be abrogated by
-the/ Government without the knowledge and consent of the community and
to its great resentment ? : '
(¢) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether Govern-
ment propose to allocate in future a separate and adequate =share of
representation in the various branches of the Public Services of the Province
to the members of the Ahom Community ?

Tue How'sLe Mavravi Sarvio SR MUHAMMAD. SAADULLA
replied : ‘ .- ;
343.(a), (b) and (¢)—The hon. member is referred to the replies to the
questions asked by Srijut Jogssh Chandra . Gohain..on this subject at this
session of the Assembly. } : 22

Payment of land revenue by a raiyat in the permanently and teme
- porarily-settled districts

Srijur SIDDHI NATH SARMA asked:

344, Will the Hon’ble the Minister in charge be pleased to state the
.land revenue paid per head by a raiyat in the permanently and temporarily-
“seltled districts of Assam ?

© 345.(a) Will the Hon’ble the Minister in charge be pleased to state
the amount of grazing tax that has been realised from cattle and buffaloes
during the last three financial years, showing the figure of every district
separately ?
- {6) What amount out of the figure referred to in question 345(a) has
been realised as penalty during the last three years ?

THE HoN’sLe Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied ;

: 344-—'AS the population of the temporari[y-settlcd areas of SYIth and
Goalpa.ra is not separately ascertainable, it is not possible to calculate an
approximate figure for land revenue paid per head by raiyats in the per-
manently and temporarily-settled districts of the province. “me '

; Sryur SIDDHI NATH SARMA: Will the How’ble Minister in
g ?}:ge ascertain the population of the temporarily settled areas of

b4 ‘.315 and G,Oalpara districts and forward the reply ?
alrcadHE Hon’sLE Srgur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I have
o YmCx{Jlamcd, Sir. It is very difficult to separate the two, because
" the pele Pi¢ who live jn the temporarily-settled arcas are tenants under
L anently settled areas. So it is very difficult to distingaish the two.
T T SI,DDHI NATH SARMA : Is it impossible to find out ?
,tHE HON’sLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I cannot
say 1t 1s absolutely impossible,
SRyt SIDDHI NATH SARMA : Will the Hon’ble Minister please
ascertain the _ﬁgures and forward the reply or submit it or lay on the
table for the mformation of the House ?
Tue Howsie Smyur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I cap
make an attempt, but I am afraid it will not be very successful,
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‘Tue Hon’sLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :
: 345. (a)—The figures for the financial years are not available, and the
figures for the revenue years 1933-34 to 1935-36 are as follows :—

Districts 1933-34 1934-35 1935-36
Rs. Rs. Rs.

Goalpara ... B YT | 12,171 11,461
Kamrup 88,865 717,496 81,758
Darrang 52,433 56,038 60,066
Nowgong ... 13,916 16,539 16,272
Sibsagar 42,286 35,042 39,930
Lakhimpur ... PR 19,229 22,694
Garo Hills ... 22,202 21,571 20,140
Cachar 2,044 2,496 2,186
Sylhet 3,265 3,213 3,170
Khasi and Jaintia Hills... 12,674 13,598 12,730
Naga Hills 53 1,930 1,526 2,599
Lushai Hills ... 279 186 191

Figures for 1936-37 are not available,

(b)—This figure is not available in the Secretariat, and Government
has called for the information which will take time to collect. It will be
forwarded to the hon. member when it is received.

Establishment of a ;iubdivision at Nalbari
Srijur GAURI KANTA TALURKDAR asked :

346 (a). Isit a fact—

(i) That the inhabitants of Nalbari, Rangia and Tihu Circles in the
Kamrup District are persistently appealing to Government for
establishing a subdivision at Nalbari ?

{ii) That memorials (dated 8th December 1935 and 24th February
1937) have been submitted to His Excellency the Governor of
Assam by a large number of inhabitants of the said circles

praying for establishment of the subdivision ?
(1i7) That His Excellency Sir Michael Keane in reply to an addresg
presented to him by the public at Nalbari expressed his Opinion

; that Nalbari would make a natural subdivision ? .
(b) Do Government propose to recognise the desirabili

blishing a subdivision at Nalbari comprising %hc mauzas ihllingltinggresttla-
Nalbari, Rangia and Boroma thanas ? e

(¢) If so, will Government be

to take early steps to do so ?

(d) If not, do Government propose to hold a i

ascertain if there is necessity of a subdiBisiopn there ? Snsad 4o pod (£

pleased to state whether they propase

Tue HONBLE MAULAVI
replied :
346. (a). (i)—Yes.
(11)—Yes.
(i2)—Yes.

SAviD  S;IR - MUHAMMAD SAADULI;A
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(b)—Yes.
(¢)—The scheme will be taken into consideration when funds permit.
- (d)—Docs not arise, Y ;
_ Srijur. GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: With regard to (¢) do
Government propose to ascertain the amount of money that will be required
for giving effect to this scheme ?
THE HoONBLE MauLAvi Sarvip SlIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Yes, Sir, we have ascertained. Itis roughly two lakhs. : ticpox

Newspaper article ¢ “Communalism and Favouritism **
Basu LALIT MOHAN KAR asked :—

347. Has the attention of Government been drawn to the communica-
tion under the caption ‘ Communalism and Favouritism > published in the
Sylhet Chronicle, dated the 5th July 1937 ? [

348. Will Government be pleased to state— : -

(2) Whether the Public Works Department authorities published
any advertiscment in the Assam Gazette for appointment of a
tracer at Sylhet ? If not, why ? J

() Whether the same authorities published advertisements in the
Assam Gazetie for appointment of tracers at Dibrugarh and
Tezpur, as stated in the said Communication ?

349. Will Government be pleased to state the names, qualifications and
hgm% districts of the candidates selected for the three appointinents as afore-
said 1
350. Will Government be pleased to state which, if any, of the candi-
dates so appointed had certificates of the required survey qualifications
from recognised Survey Institutions either in Bengal or in Assam stating the
names o! the institutions and the year of their recognition ?

351. W.l Government he pleased to state—

(a) If t_here were candidates trained in Government Survey Institd-

: tions of Bengal, and L

() Whether they held certificates obtained from the Survey
Education Advisory Board »’ appointed by the Government
of Bengal, showing the different subjects in which they were

__‘qualified ? :

35'2: Wl.ll Government be pleased to state whether itis a fact that the
aut}}omtles In making the aforesaid appointments preferred candidates
having no certificate from any recognised school, to those who held certifi-
cates of survey qualification from'the Survey Education Advisory Board *

appointed by the Gove gal ? i ?
353. Will Governnoment of Bengal ? and if so, why

appointment in the T
ing applications had

ment be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the

€zpur vacancy was made before the last date of receiv=
cxpired as advertised ? if so, why ?

‘repugéﬁf Howsie Mavravi Sarvio S MUHAMMAD = SAADULLA
347.—Yes

Basu KAMINT KUMAR SEN: May I know if in the advertise-

i i : ntioned that s without having necessar
certificates will . be 8ven preference ? L = Y

o i How'BlE MaULAVI Sarvip Smo MUHAMMAD SAADULLA::
No, Sir, there was no such intimation in the advertisement.
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Basu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: May I know also if there was any
provision in the advertisement that over-represented communities need not
apply ?

Tue Hon’sLe Mauravi Saivip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
No, Sir.

_ Tae Hon’sLE MaurLavi Sarvip  Sike MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied : . ' : '

£ 348.(a) & (b)—An advertisement was published in the Assam Gazette,
The Times of Assam, The Batori, The Yugaveri and The Sylhet Chronicle for a post
of tracer in Dibrugarh. Meanwhile, pending receipt of the applications,
vacancies occurred for tracers in Sylhet and Tezpur. The Executive Engi-
neer published an advertisement in connection with the Tezpur vacancy
without consulting Government in the matter. It was not considered
‘necessary to readvertise the Sylhet appointment as these posts are on a

provincial basis and the officers appointed liable to transfer to any part of
Assam.

349.—The information is given below—

Name Qualifications Home district

1. Maulavi Mohammad Surveyor’s certificate from  the Sylhet.
Younuas Khan, Narapati .Survey  Training
School in the Habiganj subdivi-
sion, (Appeared at a practical
test before the Chief Engineer,

i Assam.) : :
2. Srijut Kamal Chandra Possesses certificate of Survey Sibsagar.
Saikia, from - the Director of Land

Records, Assam.

3. Babu Dhirendra Kishore Practical experience as a tracer = Domiciled
Roy. in the Chief Engineer’s office  (Hindu).

: ; for a total period of about six

months, as a tracer in the Exe-

cutive Engineer’s office, Sylhet

for 2 months and in" the office

of the Superintendent, Assam

Suiveys, for one year ten months,

350.—None of the persons appo'nted has certificates from the recognised
Survey Institution in Bengal or Assam,
351.(a)—Yes. Three from heavily over-represented communities, and
-one from a domiciled Hindu in Assam. None of them of outstanding n’*lerit
(6)—OF the four candidates mentioned in question 351 (a) abové
three submitted certificates granted by the Survey Education Advisor;
‘Board, Bengal, showing the subjects. in which they qualified, and one did
not submit any certificate along with his application. -
352.—No. Government filled in the posts by appointing— .
(a)—One Mahommedan, wn'F
(b)—One Assam Valley Hindu.

) (¢)—One domiciled Hinglu, son of a retiring Government official
with many years’ excellent serv1ce.u,nder Government. All of the men
-appointed were considered well qualified for the posts,

353.—No. 1

e
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Manumukh-Sherpur Road
Mavravi NAZIRUDDIN AHMED asked :

354. Is it a fact that the alignment made for the proposed Manumukh-
Sherpur road in the South Sylhet Subdivision in the district of Sylhet will
run over graveyards standing on both sides of the river Barak ? :

355. (a) Isita fact that the proposed Manumukh-Sherpur Road will
pass through paddy and sloping land between village Kalargaon and
Sherpur ?

: (b) Ts it'a fact that the proprietors of the land will be less affected
if the road passes through the raised lands about 10J to 200 feet towards the.
West ? '

356, Isit afact thatseveral representations have been made by the
people of the locality to the Public Works Department authorities for chang-
ing the course of the proposed Manumukh-Sherpur road by 100 to 200 feet
towards the West from Village Kalargaon to Sherpur ?

357. Is it-a fact that representations have also been made by the people
of the locality to the Subdivisional Officer, South Sylhet, in the matter ?

358. If the answers to questions 354, 355, 356 and 357 are in the
affirmative, do Government propose to enquire into the matter immediately
and to redress th: grievances of the public ? '

Tue HowBLe Mauravi Sawvip Sik MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied : :
354.—No. -
335. (a)—Tt will pass through some paddy land.
(6)—The question is not understood and cannot be answered in
its present form. :
. 350.—Several repres ntations both for aad against the present alignment
have been received.
357.—Possibly.
 858.—Government ‘have dlready enquired into the matter and have
selected the best alignment for the road and that causing the least inconve- -
nience and giving the greatest good to the vast majority of the inhabitants of
the area concerned. o

Tour of the Commissioner of Excise

Mavravi NAZIRUDDIN AHMED asked : il
= 359. Will Government be pleased to state separately the number of

s paid by the:Commissioner of Excise on tour to Surma Valley. and to
Assam Valley since April 1935 ? :

Tue Hon'siz Rev. J. J..M. NIGHOLS-ROY replicd :

v a]l?yf. 9:—He has paid 16 visits to-the Assam Valley and 12 to the Sux;'ma :

Construction of a Railway bridge over the Brahmaputra river
SRIUT GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked:

360. Is it.a fact that.a Railway Bridge is going to be  constructed soon
over the Brahmaputra river somewhere near Amingaon Railway Station ?
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361. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge be pleased to state if any
provision has been made by the Railway authorities for a road for foot and
vehicular traffic ? :

362. Did Government receive any representation from the public and
responsible persons for the provision of such a road ?

363. Do Government propose to take necessary steps for making provi-
sions for such a road ?

Tre Hon’Bre Mauravr Sawvio Sik MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :
P 360.—The construction of the bridge is .undcr consideration by the
Railway Board and the Eastern Bengal Railway.
361.—No provision will be made by the Railway authorities unless
the Government of Assam pay a share of the cost of the bridge.
362.—The desirability of having a road bridge has been suggested.
363.—The matter is under consideration.

Trunk road between Amingaon and Sor'bhog
Mr. KEDARMAL BRAHMIN asked:

364. (z) Is it a fact that the Trunk road between
bhog is impassable during the rains ?

(it) Will Government please state —

(a) Whether most of the business centres of the Kamrup district
are situated on the Trunk Road ?

() Whether there is the complaint from the public that due to
the bad communication of the road, public is put to great
inconvenience and the business suffers a tremendous loss ?

(c) Whether Government propose to undertake the metal-
ling of this road iu the near future ?

(d) If so when ?

: TrE Hon’BLE Mauravi Saryio S;ir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

364. (i)—The hon. member evidently refers to the Nopth Trunk
Road. Neither Sorbhog nor Amingaon is situated on the North Trunk
Road. The portion of the route from North Gauhati to Jhargaon is mo-
torable throughout the year and  the portion of the North Trunk Road from
Char Ali to the junction of the Sorbhog Feeder road is probably not pass-
able for r(no)tor during (he period of excessive rain.

ii) (a)—Probably in the area covered b J
question but ((rzz)»t tl}:}oughc?’ut the length of the North %‘rtﬁiﬁ é_lé):d embens
—iINO.
(¢)—No. It is however proposed to brid
road if the present proposal for Improving com
materialises,

Amingaon and Sor-

8¢, raise and gravel the

Munication in Assam

ey (d)—When and if funds are received from the Road Reserve
Kumar AJIT NARAYAN DEV: Is the Hop’ e

aware that the major portion of the North Trur?kblﬁoggm.mer 24 c_har_get

of Goalpara is impassable during the rainy season ? i thie distric
Tue How’BLE MAULAVI SAvID S ' :

Y MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

- Kumar AJIT NARAYAN DEV: Will

take steps ? Government be pleased to
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Tue How’BLE Mavravi Sawvm Sk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
The major portion of the North: Trunk Road has been included in the
new road programme.

Affairs of the Habiganj Municipality

Baru SHIBENDRA CHANDRA BISWAS asked : )

365. Is it a fact that the general revision of assessment has been made
in the Habiganj Municipality by the Assessor appointed by Government ?

366.(a) Has the attention of Government been drawn te the resolutions
passed at a meeting of the rate-payers held on 6th June last, the proceed-
ings of which have been published in the issue of “Mukti”, dated Sth June
1937, protesting against the fixation of annual valuation of the holdings and
the percentage of taxation as highly exorbitant ? )

(b) If so, will Government please state what action has been taken
in the matter ?

367.(i). Will Government please state if the total amount of demand both
for holding and latrine taxes has been increased by the revision, and (i) if so,
by what amount ?

368. Will Government please state the grounds on which such increment
of taxes was thought necessary ? 3

369. Will Government please state what amount was spent for clearin
latrines, urinals; cesspools, etc., during the years 1935-36 and 1936-37 ?

370. Will Government please state what amount has been allotted
during the current year for clearing latrines, urinals, cesspools, etc,?

371. Will Government please state the total net proceeds of the latrine
tax assessed under the new assessment ?

372.({) Will Government please state if any retrenchment has been
effected since the supersession of the Municipality and

(tt) if so, on what items, and
(117) the amount saved by such retrenchment ?

373. Is it a fact that tax on inhabitants was allowed to be retained by
an enactment of Government until it would be abolished by passing of 3
resolution by the Municipal bodies concerned ?

374. Is it a fact that Government compelled the Habiganj Municipal
Board to substitute holding tax in place of tax on inhabitants and a threat
of supersession was held out by Government to the Board in case it failed to
substitute holding tax for tax on inhabitants ? :

375. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government

ffj ;t)llea.sed to lay on the table all corresponcdence relating to the supersession
?\/l antl_:c?lallmganj Municipality, that passed between Government and the
37gav?pard prior to such supersession ?
- Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge please state—
(@) (i) Whaut were the complaints and counter-accusations of certain
rate-payers as mentioned in paragraph 1 of the Order of
Supersession as published in the dssam Gazette, dated 3rd
B February 1937, and
(i) When, and to whom such complaints and counter-complaints
Y were made ?
(b) (l) If ally ﬁ'ﬂquiry was madc up{)n_ SuCh Complaints, aﬂd_(ﬂ.) if
. 50, by whom and when, and (iii) the result of such enquiry ?
{¢) () If any definite scheme for improvement of drainage and
water supply was ever suggested by either the Director of
Public Health or the Assistant Director of Public Health ang
if so, (i1) when and what ? -
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(d) Tf the Board made improvements in respect ofdrainage, water-
supply, surface cleanliness and latrine arrangements during
the last six years, as far as its fund permitted ?

() If the Board on several occasions was restrained from taking
action against infringement of municipal laws by private
individuals, e.g., closing of drains and water passage, etc., by
executive orders under section 144, Criminal Procedure Code ?

(f) The number of blocks leased out 'permancntly by the Board,
and the year or years of such leasing out.

(g) If such leasing out was effected by resolutions of the Board passed
at meetings. o 3 !

() If the Commissioner or the Deputy Gommlsmpner did exercise
his vetoing power as conferred by law, in respect of those
resolutions on the ground of there being in excess of the powers
of the Board ?

377. Isit a fact that the financial position of the Board was much
improved since Ist April 1935 inasmuch as its net liabilities were
reduced to Rs.4,629 and odds from Rs.15,128 and odds as shown
in the Audit Note of the period from 1st April 1934 to 31st March
1935 ?

378. Is it a fact that such improvement effected in the face of
the valuation of the holdings existing at the time ?

379. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge please state—

(2) The standard of valuation adopted at the time of the
last revision of asscssment by the Assessor appointed by
Government ? ) y 3

(6) The grounds and materials upon which the previous valuation
was deemed inadequate ? )

380. Isit a fact that Government under its order dated 18th
November 1936, directed the Board to appoint a Sub-Deputy Collector
as Assessor with a staff entailing a monthly cost of Rs.337?

381. Is it a fact that the Board considered the appointment of a
Sub-Deputy Collector as Assessor a very costly burden on the Board in
view of its bad financial position ?

382. Is it a fact that the Board proposed to appoint a non-official
gentleman as an Assessor on the ground that the costs would be le:s
than the costs that would be involved in the appointment of a Sub-
Deputy Collector ?

383. Did Government consider the propriety of the proposal from tlie
financial standpoint before it hastened to the order of supersession ?

384. Isita fact that Government did think it proper to postpone the
question of supersession till the next general election which was nigh, in order
to give the new Board a chance for bettering the financial position ?

385. Is it a fact t'hat the im}ncdiat’e cause for supersession was the refusal
of the Board to appoint an official Assessor ?

386. Is it a fact that Government ordered su
the inefficiency of the Board, for the purpose of
taxation of the rate-payers ?

persession on the plea of
lncreasing the burden of

Tue Hon’sLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

365.—Yes.
.366.(a)—Government have seen the resolutions.

- {(b)—None. Itisopen toany aggricved person to file a review
petition under section 88 of the Assam Municipal Act.
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Basu SHIBENDRA CHANDRA BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble
Minister say that the objection raised in the resolution is about enhance-
ment ? Are not the rate-payers entitled to ask for a general enquiry ?

Tue Hon’BLE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : I do not urderstand
the supplementary question, Sir. :

Basu SHIBENDRA CHANDRA BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble
Minister say if there is a provision in the Municipal Act that the latrine
tax cannot exceed the actual expense incurred for clearing the latrine, and
has it been followed in this case ?

THE Hon’BLE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : To what question
is this supplementary, Sir. Only questions 365 and 366 have been called
out.

Tue Hon'BLe TaE SPEAKER : To which question is this a supplemen-
tary question ? [

Basu SHIBENDRA CHANDRA BISWAS: Questions 369—370.
Tue Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : Question 369 has not yet been called out.

[Then questions 369 and 370 were called out]

Basu SHIBENDRA CHANDRA BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister
say is there a provision in the Municipal Act that the latrine tax cannot
exceed the actual expense incurred for clearing the latrine, and has it
been followed in this case ?

THE Hox’sLE REv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Yes, there is a provi-
sion, and as_far as we know it has been followed.

Tue Hon’BLe Rev, J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied:

367.—The assessment is not yet final but the anticipated increase, before
review, is Rs.6,273 under holding tax and Rs.1,207 under latrine tax,

368.—The previous valuation was inade.quate and only a fair and im-
partial valuation made by an official Assessor could restore financial equili-
brium.

369.—Rs,10,736 and Rs.13,252 respectively.

370.—Rs.12,615 which includes previous liabilities under this head
to the extent of Rs.2,700.

371.—Rs.10,835 before review.

372.(i)—Yes.

(it) and (iii).—There has been a saving of Rs.2,256 as detailed
below :—

Rs.
(1) One office peon at Rs.14 e i 168
(2) One conservancy peon at Rs.10... o2l
(3) One lighter at Rs,9 ... 108

(4) One bull-keeper at Rs.8 e ot 06

: 523 lir"oods*“ﬁs for bulls ... e 300
(7) TWO‘]amadarS at Rs.13-8-0 each o e 324
(8) TWO Teachers at Rs.12 each ... S Y

) gol_A.rabic Teachers at Rs.8 each
ang ttion of posts of two tax sarkars at Rs.30 each 240
appointment of two tax darogas at Rs.20 each.

(10) A : ; . BEE
‘aﬁ)(i::l:ir;eeng r?(fa part-time librarian in place of a 180

(11) Combination of
max lighter,

192

the posts of vaccinator and petro- 240

e

373.—Yes, : et




750

374.—The late Government may be said to have put considerable pres-
sure on the Board to introduce a holding tax.

375.—Government are not prepared to lay this voluminous correspon-
dence on the table. '

376.(a) ({)—Thesc rclate to the incompetence, abuse of power and neg-
lect of the interest of the rate-payers by the Board.

(i{)—To the local officers and to Government at different times.
(b) (i)—No specific enquiry was made as all relevent facts were

known to Government having been repecatedly brought to their notice by
inspecting officers.

(8) (#i) and (ifi)—Does not arise.

(¢) (¢§)—The unsatisfactory condition of the _water supply and
drainage was brought to the notice of the Board many times by the Director
of Public Health and Assistant Director of Public Health and in his inspec-
tion note of the 25th July 1935, the Assistant Director of Public Health
suggested to the Board the best way of initiating a drainage scheme. As
regards water supply a scheme was suggested to the Board by Government
itself. In this connection a copy of letter No. 3115-L.S.-G., dated the 4th
August 1936, is laid on the table.

GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM
THE GOVERNOR AND THE MINISTER OF LocaL SEL?-GMRW;EN'Y
LOGAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT
MUNICIPAL BRANCH

Letter No.3115-L.5.-G.

From
H. G. Dennehy, Esq., 1.C 5., Secretary to the Government of Assam,
Transferred Departments,
To
The Director of Public Health, Assam.
Shillong, the 4th Augusi 1936.
g5 Subject -— Water-supply and drainage of the Habiganj Municipality
ir,

In continuation of this Department letter No.4846-L.5.-G., dated the
3rd December 1935, and with reference to your letter No.5642, dated the
24th April 1936, I am directed to say that Government must €xpress regret
that the Board has not yet displayed any intention of tackling the questions
of water-supply and drainage vigorously. 3

As to water-supply, Government have been advised that as isolated and
comparatively shallow tube wells have proved unsatisfactory, the only
methods of improving matters would be by getting into touch with a big
tube well sinking firm like Messrs. Scott and Saxby, who guarantee the
water free from organic bacteria after one month’s pumping, or by pumping
rom the river or from a tank and chlorinating the water. In either case it
would be neeessary to resort to power for pumping purposes apd an elevated
storage tank, It has already been pointed out that the existing tube wells
may be contaminated owing to the condition in which the vicinity and the

“alnage are kept, Further force is lent to this by the reports Government
&ve had that a 120’ tube well in the dispensary compound renders potable
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water. It is unlikely that a pumped water-supply can be managed until the
Board puts its finances in a satisfactory condition by collecting its dues and
displaying a readiness to tax for improved services. Meanwhile, it is essen-
tial from the point of view of water purity as well as general hygiene that
earnest efforts should be made to improve the drainage. The Assistant to
the Director of Public Health has pointed out several waysin which this can
be done, and Government again stress the importance of keeping road-side
lands clear in order to prevent interference with the drainage: for this reason
Government are taking such steps as are possible to procure the reversion of
road side lands that have been alienated by this Board.

With regard to sewage disposal, you have advised that higher land
should be acquired on the Shaistaganj road : apparently the Board has not
seen fit to adopt this advice.

Your obedient servant,

H: G. DENNEHY, 7
Secretary, Transferred Departments.

Memo, No.3116-L.S.-G.
Dated Shillong, the 4th August 1936.

Copy forwarded to the Commissioner, Surma VaHey and Hill Division,

fqr favour of action in continuation of this Department memorandum
No.4847-L.5.-G., dated the 3rd December 1935.

By order of the Government of Assam,

N. N. PHUKAN,
Under-Secretary.

(d)—Very little. In fact the Assistant Director of Public Health
remarked that during the 10 years he had known the town the water supply
inSif-‘ﬂd of being improved have been allowed to be polluted by allowing
atrines and cesspools near the tanks.

()—No such case can be traced.
Ef )—Twenty-two blocks were leased out on 17th April 1935,

g)—VYes.

37%’1)"}1;110.‘
o—oie net  liabilities of Rs.4,629 on  3Ist  March 1936 as
shown lm the Audit Report of that year were calculated on a different
Sb b the net liabilities of Rs.15,218 shown in the Audit Report
for ,E,? PIevious year. Had 'the same principle been employed the net
liabi Itécs of Rs.4,629 on 31 March 1936 would have stood at
Rs.12,067. Furthermore it was subsequently reported by the Auditor that
the net liabilities of Rs.15,218 included a sum of Rs$.2,470 which

should not have been shown as liabilities. Hence actually there wag
no financial improvement,




378.—Yes. )
379.(a)—The annuai letting value as ascertained after local enquiry.
(b)—The assessment was made by a gentleman who was sub-
sequently elected a member of the Board and who was alleged to have
used his position as Assessor to further his candidature. The valuation,
which was for the purpose of latrine tax, increased the demand by
Rs.560 only which was quite inadequate. It may be noted that the Muni-
cipality itself accepted the suggestion of Government that the holdings
should be revalued.

380.— Yes.
881.— Yes.
382.— Yes.

383.—Every aspect of the case was considered by the late Government
before ordering supersession.

384.—Yes, in order to reduce the legacy of arrears to the new Board.

385.—Yes. Government were naturally reluctant to supersede the
Municipality so long as there appeared to be any hope of reformation from
within and the refysal of the Board to appoint an official Assessor was the
last straw. )

Basu SHIBENDRA CHANDRA BISWAS: Will the popular Govern-
ment see if the order of supersession can be sct aside in view of the fact
that it has been too high for a self-governing body ?

THE Hon’BLe REv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Does that question
arise, Sir ? I think that question does not arise.

Mauravi ABDUR RAHMAN : Are the Government aware that by
the rate of present taxation all the debts of the Board will be cleared
very soon ?

Tae Hon’sre Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: It is supposed Sir,
that the debts will be cleared.

Mavravi ABDUR RAHMAN: Do Government propose to with-

draw the order of supersession after the debts of the Board have been
cleared ?

Tue Hon’BLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : The question does
not arise,

Tre Hon’sre THE SPEAKER : The question is whether Government
is prepared to consider that.

TueE Hon’sreE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : That question will be
considered.

Tue Hox’sre Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :
386.—Certainly not. The grounds for the supersession of the”™ Munici-
pality were stated at length in the Government order of supersession.
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DEMANDS FOR GRANTS.

25 _GENERAL ADMINISTRATION.

Tue Hox’sLe THE SPEAKER : Order, order. I will now ask the
Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir Muhammad Saadulla to move his Demand
for Grant.

Tar Hon'BLe Mauravi Sarvip Sire MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
On the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg,
Sir, to move that a sum not exceeding Rs. 19,41,700 be granted to defray
the charges which will come in the course of payment during the year
ending on the 31st March 1938, for the administration of the head 25,—
General Administration”. :

There are several cut motions, Sir.

Tue Hon'sLe THE SPEAKER: The motion moved is that a sum not
exceeding Rs. 19,41,700 be granted to defray the charges which will come
in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1938
for the administration of the head 95 _General Administration’. 3

There is one cut motion in the name of Babu Kamini Kumar Sen.

Basu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Should I begin, Sir ? I think
according to rules cut for greater amount should get precedence.

Sir, I beg to move that the provision of Rs 24,000............

Tur Hox’sLE THE SPEAKER : What rule were you referring to in
regard to the larger cut ?

Basu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Rule No.91.

Rar Banapur PROMODE CHANDRA DATTA: 1 think that a
motion proposing a larger cut should be taken up first, so that motion No.2
should be taken up first.

Tue Hon'sLe THE SPEAKER : Yes, I quite agree. But there is one
matter to be considered. The Hon’ble Mr. Sen is trying to reduce the
provision of Rs.24,000 by Re.1, and Mr. Sarma’s motionis to reduce the
provision of Rs.41,000 of another item by Rs.100. The whole demand is
for Rs.19,41,700, and from that if the largest reduction 1is to be taken first
then there will be the difficulty of adjusting the various sub-heads. The
previous practice was that the motions used to be arranged according to
the minor heads. The real practice should be that the largest
demand on the main grant should be taken up first, but for the sake of
convenience, I am asking Mr. Sen to move his motion. If the House wants
that the largest reduction should be taken up first then we shall have to
take up cut motion No.ll first which is the largest reduction proposing
that It?.hc wlh{c;llc\ﬁl;?}.risligg of R§.78,446 be refused.

ABU MI? MA N: ject
motion first if you will permit mSES\iJr. oA e R S o

I beg to move that the provision of Rs.24,0 i
head—25.—General Admini];tration, Minor 11éag()—1;;:3f—rhgg?;gr§0'sgﬁbh{1aj05
2.—Pay of Establishment, Detailed head- -cleiks and servants at inage ésca £
the Budget be reduced by Re.l. My object in bringing forward this cutl)t
motion is to criticise the financial policy of Government, namely their
indifference to make adequate retrenchments in the cost of administration
and to develop the resources of the province.

Sir, it is an undisputed fact that the cost of general administration is
daily increasing. Only the other day the Hon’ble the Finance Minister in
reply to a question put by my hon. friend Srijut Krishna Nath Sarmah
said that the general cost of the Secretariat during the Chief Commissioner-
ship was Rs.4,51,000 and that during Montiord Reforms it was Rs.5,76,000,
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and that at present it is Rs.5,98,000. Sir, by the inauguration of the
Reforms our cost is further increasing and is likely {o increase more and
more. We are now to maintain besides the pre-existing establishment, one
Public Service Commission, one Board of Revenue, an Upper House, and
lots of other incidental establishments. Soit is evident that our expen-
diture is going higher and higher day by day. Onu the other hand while
the expenditure is going up there is no corresponding increase in the income.
Rather there has been some decrease. We have been deprived of some of
our major heads of revenue such as the excise duty on kerosene and petrol,
our full share of the jute export duty, our full share ol the income-tax duty,
and the like. So under the circumstances we have no other alternative
than to make drastic retrenchments and to develop the financial resources of
the province. But what is Government doing so long 2

Sir, first we come to the question of retrenciiment.  Our past experience
of retrenchment is very discouraging. In the year 1921 a Retrenchment
Committee was appointed which was presided over by the (Clommissioner of
the Surma Valley Division, Mr. Webster. The Committee took much
labour and made a valuable report in which they made many useful sugges:
tions and recommendations. After that, alter 10 years (I think it was in
1931) another Retrenchment Comunittee was appointed, over which our
present Finance Minister presided. He also laboured hard to find out ways
and means. of retrenchment and made a valuable report, but nothing was
done on that report too—on the other hand some of the posts which were
recommended to be abolished were increased in pay and personnel. So, Sir,
it seems that while we were having decennial retrenchment reports nothing
has yet been done in the course ol these last 17 years, and this year t0o 1n
the course of his introductory speech the Hon’ble the Chief Minister has
promised us another Retrenchment Committcc——-(tl}ough to my m_md t'h_s
Retrenchment Committee ought to have been appointed in 1941 following
the previous practice). But I am afraid that this Committec will have tlLe
same fate, as during the course of six months during which the Hon’ble
Ministers have taken office we see no indication that they will make an
earnest effort to make drastic retrenchinent or to develop the resources of
the province. - We do not find any indication that the policy which has been
followed so long—the policy of drift, will be departed fron during the
regime of the Hon’ble Ministers. We do not know how they are going to
meet our daily increasing expenditure or raising our income.

Another thing, Sir, the Hon’ble Finance Minister has promised us that
he will be again going up to the Government ol India and try to get our full
share of the excise duty on petrol, our full share of the jute export duty,
our full share of the income-tax duty and other such heads of which we have
been deprived by the Government of India.

I have every sympathy with his laudable effort ; but Sir, I must confess
that I have no such pathetic confidence or faifh on th\e generosity of the Gov-
ernment of India as my Hon’ble Friend the Finance Minister seems to have
and I think that no useful purpose will be served by goalg to the Gf"}’cr‘?"
ment of India. Moreover, Sir, I think, that unless the over%mé?:w.F 10 Hl}dila
‘Act is amended, these heads which have been taken %P ?:t ivl?::?her :iai
cannot be made provincial. And I have very grave oubts s
¢an be done. Again, I donot at all think that this policy © and makg
will help us. We must, therefore, develop our own Iesources er in
drastic retrenchments and stand on our own legs. But from the mann :
‘which the present ministry is going to take action, I think they ax:e e
8oing on in the same way as was being done by the previous Gover mIEERE
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The purpose of my cut motion. is to protest against this policy of drift and
to say that it should not be continued any further. With these few. words
Sir, I beg to place my motion before the House and I hope the hon. mem-
bers will - give me their unanimous support.

THE- Hon’BLE. MaAuravi Savip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
Sir, I am obliged: to. the hon. member for raising this -question in the
shape of a cut motion: And I also thank him that his cut is only to bring
to-the: pointed notice of Government and the House our, financial
situation.

I have made it clear in my speeches during the last fortnight that -we
have been in session; that our aim is to effect retrenchment as far as - we- can:
and also to see that our provincial revenues are augmented. But 'my
hon. friend ‘was not quite correct when he enumerated - that. some -of the
provincialirevenues have been denied to us by ' the- present Government  of
India Act. And he enumerated three different, items. First he mentioned
ahout the excise duty-on petrol, next he mentioned the jute duty.-and lastly
the Income-tax. None of these were ever a provincial source of. revenue.:
We have been fighting for the last six or seven years for getting a .share -of
the excise duty on petrol and<kerosene.. But so far we have not been success-
ful.. But.on the principle of “‘try, try, try again”, we are once more going to
the Government of India with our begging bowl. As regards the jute
export duty, that also the hon. members know that shortly before the
introduction of this New Reforms, the Government of India were good-enough
to give to the gl‘owing provinces fifty per cent. of the income and now that
duty has been increased to 624 per cent. and 'we are getting our share of
that. As regards the Income-tax, formerly we received a small amount ;
pursuant to a formula on some peculiar calculation the Income-tax  realised
from:the provincesin a particular year -was :taken as ‘a standard:-.andthe
amount collected over that standard in the subsequent - years- a portion - was
given'to'the provinces. Now under the Government of India Act a . complis:
cated system has been introduced, about the distribution of money from
the proceeds of the Income-tax, Under the present system, Assam. stands
to gain by about Rs.12:1akhs as against Rs.3 lakhs - during the last . regime
from Income-tax but this receipt will be deferred and it will start to benefit
us only five years hence; and not before. But then as I have: said ' we. stand
to gain by about Rs.12 lakhs ultimately by the present system.

S0, Sir, my hon. friend is not quite correct in saying- that we. have
been deprived of some of the provincial revenues and at the same time that

the Ministry is not doing anything to increase the resources. We have -been
atit-ever since we came to-office,

Next he says that 1 i i ini
have started wzrk e ‘t‘;]l: 115 no sign of retrenchment although' the-Ministry
PR O : ¢ Ist April. Sir, to use a very hackneyed ! expres-

s10n 1n this matter, the Ministry is be i Y
e e Aeis ry 1s between the devil and the deep sea. If
any o The Frot hout: consulting the House I am . criticised and  criticised-
severely. 4._° act that I and my Deputy Secretary went to Bombay. to
attend the Financial Representatives’ Conference, was severely criticised ‘here
because we did not take the permission of the House although it was -not  in
session at the. time. bu‘e if 1 Introduce some sort of retrenchment, I will: be
criticised again. Therefore, it has been the policy of this Government to
take the help of this House. We want to go through the whole field: of;
administration and sce what retrenchment is practicable. My hon. friend
has referred to the Retrenchment Committee of 1921 which was « presided
over by Nh Commissioner Webster. If 1 remember aright, thehon,
member Rai Bahadur Promode Chandra Datta was also a member of that
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Committee and it is not quite correct to say that no retrenchment whatever
was effected as a result of their deliberation. Again, it will also be incorrect
to say that nothing whatever was done as a result of the Retrenchment
Committee of 1931, under my Presidency. If I remember aright, my
Hon’ble Colleague Srijut Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri was a member of that
Committee. - Sir, speaking from memory we recommended that retrench-
ment to the extent of about Rs.20 lakhs should be carried into effect and I
am glad to inform the House that immediately after the Report, Government
accepted retrenchment to the extent of about Rs.8 or 9 lakhs. But subse-
quently, some of the posts that were retrenched were again restored on
account of the policy of the then Government. For that, this Ministry is
not respensible:

Sir, I have already proposed that we should have a Resources and
Retrenchment Committee and T am going to consult the hon. the leaders
of the Opposition and of the other groups how best such a Committce may
be constituted and we will be sitting some time after the sessionis over. In
that Committee all questions of retrenchment will be gone through over
again.. In passing, Sir, I may also say that some small retrenchment has in
fact been effected after the Ministry has taken over..... ......

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE :  Without the permission of the

House ?

TaE HonBre Maurnavi Sarvip SiR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Yes.

Mgr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : You should not have done so.

. Tue How’BrLE Mauravi Sarvip Sk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
Yes, I should not have done so. But these were on such minor matters that
I have hopes that the hon. member will accept them, Sir, after the facts
that I have placed before the Houss and on the assurance that I have
given, the hon. member may be enquired if he is going to withdraw
the motion.

Bapy. KAMINI KUMAR SEN: I think, Sir that the assurance
he Hon’ble Finance Minister is very encouraging. But my
at a Clommittee should be appointed without delay and its
should be given effect to at least before the next
re the Assembly. With this assurance, Sir, I

to withdraw my motion.
th the leave of the House withdrawn.

given by t
point is th
recommendations
budget is submitted befo
beg leave of the House

The motion was Wi

Srijur DEBESWAR SARMA : I beg tomove, Sir, that the provision
of Rs.41,000 under Grant No.9, Major head 25.l——Gcncra.l Administration
Minor head H.—Ministers (total), at page 64 of the Budget be reduced
by Rs.100. : :

This cut motion has been tabled with a view to criticize
Government for not taking steps [of retrenchment and for adopting delaying
tactics in getting the Minister s Salaries Bill passed. 2

Sir, the grounds covered by these two issues have already been thrashed
and beaten and I have as a matter of fact very little to add. The first
issue is, Sir, to criticiz¢ Government for not taking steps for retrenchment
in the matter of adminisiration. Thg H(?n ble Finance Minister has said
that the financial position of this province 1s not as strong as it should have
been. He laments the injustice that has been donc_ to this province by the
Central Government. He has also told us that he is planning to S lesth
the.Central Government in the matter. Sir, every one is entitled to his own
views. If I may be permitted to use the term that was just a minute ago
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used by my hon. friend, Mr. Sen, the language of the Finance Minister
is the language of a mendicant. I would not debase my soul by mendi-
cancy. But what I would very much wish him to do is to register a demand
in the name of this province. If the Central Government curtly refuses,
then, Sir, refuse to recognise the Central Government (laughter). Yes,
Sir, I repeat in a spirit of humility and service that I would advise the
Finance Minster to refuse to recognise the Central Government in that
cvent. The Central Government gets an assistance from this' province 'in
the matter of the discharge of its administrative functions. What will it do
Sir? It will call upon the Governor of this province to ask this Govern-
ment to comply with its requisition. In that case I would advise the
Finance Minister to have the backbone to stand up and say that, unless
the injustice is repaired, he isnot in a position to comply. In that case,
Sir, possibly the Constitution of the province may be dissolved, and the
country wants no better thing at the moment than that. The ‘population
of Assam, the cultivators of Assam, who form the backbone of this province
and who supply the bulk of its revenue, need no better thing at this moment.
The Finance Minister in that case, I beg to submit, will have added to
his moral stature and acquired a backbone with which he will be
a fit soldier to fight for the country’s freedom.

Now, Sir, leaving alone the question of going with a begging bowl to
the Central Government, let us see if the Ministry of this province is
doing what it should have, and could have, done. Has it done all that
could be done ?  We are told, that is to say, this House has been told that
the Ministry is waiting to have the verdict of this House in the matter of
retrenchment. ‘The revenues of this province, Sir, come up to Rs.2 crores
and 84 lakhs. Out of it, 43 per cent. goes towards salary charges. Add
to that about 22 lakhs for pension charges and about 93 lakhs for travelling
allowance and other things of the sort. Roughly this amounts to—
of course, I am speaking subject to correction—53 per cent. When the
province has to pay its employees about 53 or 54 per cent. of its total
revenue, does the Finance Minister want the approval of this House to
effect a retrenchment ? Would any hon. member of this House believe
that he, I mean the Chief Minister, was waiting for a verdict of this House
to encourage him to effect a reduction in a matter wherein 53 per cent. of
the total revenue receipts has been swallowed up by salary charges ?  Sir,
a Retrenchment Committee was instituted in the year 1931 and the Hon’ble
Finance Minister was presiding over it. This Committee was actually
instituted at the instance of the Assam Legislative Council at that time.
The entire report of that Committee was not published. We were told
that the Secretary of State prohibited the publication of the entire report.
That was a regime when there was no responsibility to the Provincial
ch1slature in most matters. We happen to hear the same rcply under a
new era—under an era of provincial autonomy. I should have very much
desired that the Finance Minister should have taken up courage in both
hat}ds and should have put that report of the Retrenchment Committee
before th'ls House, because after all there could not have been any trade
secrecy in it. Ger_tain members of this House were constituted into a
committee of enquiry. They gave a report. The report was not cntirely
published. But we are told by the Finance Minister of a responsible
Govcrnment——-‘.You cannot be taken into our trust to hear what the re or¢
says’. If certain of thc recommendations of the Retrenchment Committee
put forward by the Finance Minister, as President, were effected, severa]
lakhs of rupees would have been saved for the province. That was not done
What prevented him from doing so? To-day we hear, Sir, that he feels that
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-he:was criticized for taking his travelling allowance ito- Bombay to - discuss
financial:matters without permission of the House. . If I :.can rightly. guess
+ or gather what was the sense ofithe House, it. was not iso .much for- going
to-Bombay without permission as.it was for the fact that .what, he:;had:gone
there for he has not been able to say. Whether his, going. to.Bombay was
-on private business or matters of State or matters . relating tolfinance of this
province, he has not been pleased to enlighten us.about. Thist House -Sir,
has a:right to criticize such actions of the. Minister. “When, we: pay for the
piper; are-we not entitled to call for-theitune ? Lvenunder :this provincial
-autonomy-we have been denied the right to ‘call for: .the itune, Sir. What
we feel is this—and we may be excused for frankly: stating that—that these
retrenchments have not been brought in, because: the ‘retrenchment involyves
something more than that in its train. Until and:uanless- the »Ministryis
prepared to take a reduced salary, un til and unless tl_lelr-Sangry Bill is, passed
by-this House, how-can a Ministry which is demanding:for itself" exhorbitant
rates.effect a retrenchment or- reduction. in' the-salary -of  the ' officers.
- Considering the, poverty of this province—permission of this: House for
retrenchment can. be safely presumed. Sir, -we are yet left! in the :dark ' as
to-whether it is due to want of permission from this House that this retrench-
ment has not been effected or--whether it -is. so-with- a ‘- view- to avoid: the
-delicacy of the position of effecting retrenchment in- the-salaries. of'officers
and at the same time asking an exhorbitant salary for themselves. 1 We very
much desire that-the Ministry will be pleased to effect drastric retrenchments
before very long, because a province which is so poor as ' ours cannot - afford
to give 53 per cent. of its revenue towards salary charges,

- As regards. dilatory. tactics' in. the matier of: passing the ~ Ministers’
‘salaries, this matter was discussed ' at considerable length the:other day
when we discussed the principle of the Salary Bill.

I was told, Sir, that I'could not appreciate the cause of delay or: the
reasons for delay because I was a-new member of this  House and as such
I had no experience. « I do admit that it is for: the first  timein my: life
that I.have had the privilege of entering into a Council. - But, Sir, at the
same time -one may be permitted to confess that/in a House -like  this,” one
does not feel quite at- home and to gather experience. +And what sort of
experience we gain ? When you ask the Ministeriabout: the introduction
of compulsory ., primary . education you are :simply bluffed: by saying
that it is a matter for the local bodies: to take initiative andithat.Government
has very little to do in this respect. - Then again when you: come' to :ask

" what steps are taken for  the eradication of -water  hyacinth another
Minister would jump up to say that it is a matter for thei local bodies and
Government have nothing to do init. - When in matters like 'these  which
concern vitally the existence and growth - of the, people of this: province
you get such evasive replies how can you fee] quite like at home ? "We
were told by the Hon’ble Finance Minister that he. has a )greater s“ ortin

. spirit, as he was pleased to say.in regard to thjs question: the othc}; d g
but if I am permitted to observe, that little bit of information - was =4
necessary in this House, because he is ton prominent a: person: i nt}‘;yasl not
vince not to have attracted notice in respect of hig:s Drfif : C in- 1S “pro-
the last 2 or 3 years. P g 1n Lalcutta du

Sir, I confess that I.do not see
Bill could not be introduced in the firs
the new order of things the Governor j
most matters. Leaving alone the m

~ Governor in  his individual judgme
concern the administration of the pro

ring

how and: why this Ministers’ Salaries
tmcetmg of “this Assembly. ~ Under
8to be advised by his “Ministers in
atters Which  will ‘be decided by the
Dt or discretion, | in- all - matters ‘that
vince . it is - the responsible “Ministers
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who advise the Governor. Sir, I would like to be enlightened . to-day why
the Ministry could not advise the Governor for this Assembly to be held
on or about 15th or 20th April last 7 Why the Ministry could not . advise
the Governor that the sitting could be delayed for a few days so that these
important Government Bills might be introduced in that _session ?  Sir, I
raise this question because it is a great constitutional issue. When the
constitution lays down that the Ministers’ salary is to be voted by the
Legislature, how does it happen that the Ministers should be getting  their
salaries without the sanction of the Legislature for these five months ?
Again when the Ministry was asked by most of the prominent members of
this House as to why a retrenchment from the beginning of this - year was
not effected, the Chief Minister said that he was waiting for the permission
of the House for it. - But on the other hand we find that while the Ministry
has been marking time for permission to effect rctrenchn_lcnt, the provincial
revenue of our province is depleted by a sum of Rs.55,000 being drawn
by the Ministers as salary for 5} months without this  House having had
any opportunity to say a word about it. I submit, Sir, no useful purpose
will be served Dy discussing this matter any furthc}'. Only to discuss an
important constitutional issue and another issue with regard to retrench-
ment that I brought forward this cut motion.
(The Hon’ble the Speaker at this stage put the motion.)

Tre HoN'sLe  Mauravi Sarvo Sk MUHAMMAD SAADULELA :
Sir, one of my friends had stated—¢if human memory. is short, official
memory is shorter still’”, The same applies to my ho_n. friend who has
just spoken. The question about the dilatory tactics adopted by ‘the
Ministry in introducing the Salary Bill was discussed threadbare according
to his own admisson only three days ago.  But it seems that he thought
it fit to introduce the subject again simply because he wanted to show  his
‘sportmanship’ in’ getting an occasion to reply to Hfhat I had' said the
other day. I congratulate -him on the.sportsr_nanshlp he is showing. IfT
show the same sportmanship, my hon. friend will _probably . again smart.
Therefore 1 would not follow friend’s sportsmanship and indulge in the
bantering tone that ran throughout his speech.  But I would say this
much.

Only a few days ago this House was
cut motion, Babu Kamini Kumar Sen, th

ment of the Government of India Act, it is impossible for us to get any

sum out of the excise duty on kerosene and petrol.  As the Act allows, we
ate agan prepared to approach thé Centre with a begging bowl for a - share
of that excis

e duty, - My hon. friend whose goal is independence has asked
mﬁ. t}‘: develop a back-bone which, according to him, I do not possess and
}vc;cn-t!sl,l?fco-rdmg to him, the means of attaining freedom of the country.
Ghols I?Iou;m that since 1931 not only myself as Finance Member but the

- C-—the predecessor of this Assembly—joined with me not
begging for oup share but in de ¢

reminded by the mover of the
at unless we effected an amend-

in
manding, as of right, the Proceeds of | that
> as I have said, we had to beat our heads against a
stone wall and al] our efforts went in vain. If we are to succeed, as sports-
men WE Must approach the Central Government within the  four Corners

of t_he Government of India Act. If we want to show ‘back-bone’ and
claim the whole, we will find the gates closed on us by the Constirution
Act.

Sir, my hon." friend who is out to have our resources augmented has
given us a very good piece of advice and that is we must revolt against
the Centre and refuse to do their agency work. But I .can inform the
House that we are not doing Government of India’s work in this Province
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gratis, Our small budget receipts show a certain sum of about half a
lakh of rupees which we are getting from the Central Government for the
little work we have to do for them. So if we refuse to do those, we must
forego that little bit of income. ’

The next thing that my hon. friend urged is retrenchment. He says
what can we do ? What retrenchment can we effect when we have no heart,
when we are taking a big salary and when the Salary Bill of this Govern-
ment stood at 1 crore and 20 lakhs ?  Sir, this House knows that the
1931 Retrenchment Committee effected a considerable saving under salary
charges. It has introduced a new scale—a reduced scale for the various
grades of provincial services. In ceriain cases the reduction amounted to
25 per cent. and the effect of that retrenchment is borne in the budget
estimates to-day. { :

Sir, my hon. friend thinks that we are shy in effecting retrenchment,
because the Ministers themselves are drawing an “cxorbltant”' salary. S.xr,
“exorbitant’ is a relative term. What may appear exorbitant to him
may not be exorbitant to others.  Ministers in previous constitution used
to draw a sum of Rs. 3,500. The average salary which the present
Ministers are getting is less by Rs 1,500 than what their predecessors
used to get. It requires no expert mathematician to find out the per-
centage of reduction which has been effected in the Ministers’ salary. My
opposition friends are wedded to the scale that has been prescribed by no
less a person than Mahatma Gandhi. They are welcome to follow the
Mahatma’s views, though not adopting his ideals, and I am weicome to
hold my own views. ~ Ministers’ salary is entirely dependent upon the
vote of the House. Let us wait and see whether the House accepts the
salaries which are proposed by my friend on the opposite or any other salary

Now, as regards dilatoriness, I want to say only one word, My fricnci
says that we could have waited a little longer in April thap starting the
Assembly on the 7th April in order to be ready with our Ministers’ ST
Bill. Sir, if we waited a few days more for the purpose of introé e

; ; . Fei ¢ ucing
this, that would not have helped our friends. A mere introduction will
not help us to see the finale of that Bill. It must pass through three stages in
this House and must go to the Upper House for ratification.  So inthdEcti =
of the Bill in April would not have achieved the end they have in 23 0
Another argument has been 'fldvan'ccd why the Bill could not havye b::’n:
passed in the beginning of this session. It could nothave been passed earl
in the session, as, if rushed through there would have been no chance foi:
hon. members to submit their amendments.  Then it would have been said
that discussion has been stifled. 1 have already explained why we had ¢
call the session in August. I need not repeat it. SUNLO

Lastly, Sir, my friend has stated tl}at the report of the last Retr
ment Committee was not made public. Of course the discuss; rench-
not made public, but the conclusions were published ip s shl-ons were
resolution showing the rccommcr}datlons, its ultimate reduction i ape of a
the present saving and what portion of that was given effect to b C&S‘ and
ment. That, I submit, provided the public, including members gf }?Vt:rm
Council, sufficient materials for knowl_cdg;_ of retrenchments propesf:dc a(:i?i

effected. We could not make the entire discussion public, owing to orders
from above.

In these circumstances, I feel that 1 have suthciently replied to the
second charge of the cut motion. And as regards the first, the House has
already allowed the previous mover of the cut to withdraw hjs motion On
the assurance that I have given to the House. I state, Sir the same assur-
ance still continues and I believe that the House is of the same opinion.
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Srijur GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Will the report of the
Retrenchment Committec proposed be placed before the House in the
next session of the Assembly ?

Tue How’BLE Mauravi Sarvio Sk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Not the discussion, but the recommendations. Government’s conclusions are
in the resolution about which 1 mentioned the other day in reply to certain
questions. This resclution is on the Library of the Assembly.
~ Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: On a point of informa-
tion, Sir.  Is the Hon’ble Finance Minister prepared to give us an assu-
rance that he will make arrangements for the passing of the Salaries Bill
before this House is prorogued ; that the Bill will be taken up on the Ist
September. Is the Hon’ble Minister prepared to approach His Excellency
for extension, by a day or two, of the session?

Basu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: Do we
gather that the dssam Gazette of October Tth, 1931, contains all the re-

commendations?
Tar HowsLe MauvrLavr Saryip Sik MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

Yes, all the recommendations.

Bapu HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: TIs ita fact that
the Hon’ble Minister is going to finish the question of Ministers’ Salaries
Bill in this session? I have seen in the Amrita  Bazar Patrika that the
question of Ministers’ Salaries Bill will not be dispoused of in this session
by the Council.

Tue Hon'BLe Mavravi Sarvip  Sik MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Sir, the Council is summoned by His Excellency and the duration of the
session is in the discretion of His Excellency. I find that there will be a
session of three days. It starts from to-day and finishes on Wednesday.
Therefore it is apparent that the Council will not be in session on  Ist
September. The present session of the Assembly !wﬂl continue till 1st
September and we propose to finish the Ministers’ Salaries Bill in this
Hougﬁm How’sre THE SPEAKER : Does the hon. member want that

his motion should be put to vote ? : . .
SrijuT DEBESWAR SARMA : In view of ihe assurance given by

the Hon’ble the Finance Minister, I may be permitted to withdraw the

cut motion. : _
The motion was with the leave of the House withdrawn.

Basu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: I beg, Sir, to
move that the provisions of Rs. 41,000 under grant No. 9, Major head—25.
General Administration, Minor Head H.—Ministers (total), at page 64
of the Budget be reduced by Rs. 50. : .

Sir, in discussing this question I want to raisc the question of the
advice which this Government tendered to His Excellency in regard to the
formation and the expenditure to be incurred in the formation of the
Public Service Commission.

Sir, I think the House is unanimous in holding that the expenditure
under the head Public Service Commission which comes to more than
Rs.63 thousand is very large and is not proportionate to the financial
condition of the province. It adds, I submit, to the financial burden of
ihe over-burdened province.

We have, Sir, as members, two gentlemen ; without meaning any
sersonal disrespect to them, who are Government pensioned officers
they are getting good pension. Over and above, a salary of moré
than Rs.1,800 per mensem has been provided for the President and
nore than Rs.1,200 for each of the Members. Again, Sir, there is 5




162

Secretary’ with a salary of more than Rs. 500 per mensem. Adding other
establishment * charges the whole expenditure comes up to more than
Rs. 63,000 annually. So, I submit, Sir, that the interests of the masses
have been’ ignored. We have heard enough of it in_this House and
we are hereto represert the interests of the masses. They do not care
for any constitution whatsoever if they are not supplied with" a full
meal. I therefore, submit, Sir, that the huge expenditure will not bring
any relief to these poor people ; rather it will add to their burden. The
Ministers are also the children of the Assembly and 'thcy are also the repre-
sentatives of the people and of the country. It is their duty to carry
the wishes of the mass people to His Excellency the Governor and to give
them proper and ‘adequate advice in the matter. :

It may be argued that it is a matter which appertains to the special |
responsibility of His Excellency the Governor in which he is to act in
his discretion. Sir, in the message which His Excellency the Viceroy
delivered to the people of India he made clear the duties of the Minis-
ters* as regards the subjects which were absolutely in the discretion of the
Governor. In fact, that message is rather an instrument of instruction
both' to the Governors and to the different provincial Ministers. He
clearly spoke out that it is the duty of the Minister to tender advice to
His Excellency the Governor in every matter of the Executive Govern-
ment including the range of matters in which- the different provincial
Governors are to act in their discretion. He also spoke out “that if His
Excellency " differs on any point with th'e Ministry, he is to place the ‘whole
thing before the Ministry and to try his level bestto come to some agree-
ment with the Ministry. In case the Governor finds it impossible to  follow
the advice of the different Ministers in regard to any subject 'on matters of
discretion, it 'is up to the Ministers to inform the public that they have no
responsibility in the matter and that they are opposed toit. In this way I
submit, Sir, the responsibility of the Ministers comes in, in regard to matters
which are to be dealt with by His Excellency the Governorin his discretion
Here I find Sir, the Ministers did not say publicly that they were opposed to
the establishment of the Public Service Commission at such a huge cost.  We
are therefore totake it that the Ministers agreed to it. T therefore submi¢
that the Ministers failed, and failed hopelessly, to carry the wishes of the Peo-
ple to His Excellency the Governor and thereby failed to give proper adwvice
1 therefore say, Sir, considering the huge expendidure, that we - could
have got the Public Service Commission at a much less cost to the province,
The expenditure under head ‘Public Service Commission’ is too high and it
should be the look out of the Ministers to press His Excellency the Governgy
to cut down the expenditure to what is reasonable. With these few words T
resume INYy seat,

THE HoN'BLE tar SPEAKER :  The motion moved is that  the provi
sions of Rs.41,000 under grant No.9, Major head 25—General Administra:-
Igz'on : (I)IJOI" head H.— Ministers (total), at page 64 of the Budget be redyceqd

MAvLavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: Sir, I have got nothing
to s_:;?"igmﬁt The personnel of the Public™ Sérvice Commission. I respect
their integrity; I respect their ability and I hope they will' be impartial - in
the discharge of their duties. But I think, Sir, I sha_lI be failing in my duty
if T do not give expression to’the sense of dissatisfaction and discontent  that
prevails amongst the Mussalmans of the Surma Vz_\Iley that t_heir claims for
the appointment of a member ' to the Public Service Gorr}mlssion have been
ignored. The Surma Valley Muhammadans form two-thirds of the entire
population of Assam and there were highly competent persons available for
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that post but for reasons just known to the Ministers themselves, the claims
of these highly competent men have been ignored. I agree with the hon.
mover of the motion that the Hon’ble Minsters have not properly discharg-
ed their duties in tendering their advice to His Excellency the Governor
rcgarding the selection of a Muhammadan Member from the Surma Valley
or of the Secretary of the Commission, With these few words I support the
motion.

KnaN SAHIB MAaurAvi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: On a point of infor-
mation, Sir. Will the hon. member please inform us whether the present
Ministry had any hand in the appointment of any member to the Public
Service Commission ? I remember the Hon’ble Ministers and the members
of the Public Service Commission were appointed on the same date.

_Mauvravi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY: I think, the Hon’ble
Chief Minister is in 2 much better position to reply to that question.

Tue Hon’BLE Mauravi Sarvio SR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:  Sir,
T listened very patiently to understand what was the aim of my hon. friend
who moved this cut motion, but I could not get any illumination. e 1y
1 ask the hon. mover for a reply whether his contention is that the present
Ministers tendered their advice to His Excellency the Governor ag tegards
the pay and personnel of the Public Service Commission ?

Basu DAKSHINARANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURY : My point is
to discuss the action of Government in not ‘tendering proper advice re-
garding the Public Service Commission.

THe HON’BLE MAuLAvI Sarvip SR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Iq
it regarding the appointment of the Members or the salary of the members
of the Public Service Commission ?

Basu DAKSHINARANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: The discus-
sion is only with regard to the salary of the members.

Tue How'Bre THe SPEAKER: I find that different points of dis-
cussions have been raised in this House. The hon. mover noved this
moticn for one particular point and Maulavi bdul Matin Chaudhury hag
suggested another point - I think, on such cut mo ions if such different
jpoints are introduced, the House will be in an embarassing position. If
the hon. member wanted to discuss this matter he ought to have tabled
another motion for that,

THE HonN’BLE MAauLavi Saryip S;trR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA - Sir,
the matter remains where it was. In the note which the hon. mover was
pleased to give along with his cut motion, to indicate to the House, as well
as to Government the intention of his cut motion, T find the word ¢to
discuss the action of the Government’ and not this Government. 1 think
my hon. friend has got the article ‘the’ purposely there. I state to this House
that this Ministry had absolutely no hand either in the establishment of the
Commission and the appointment of members or in the settlement of the scale
of their salary. As the hon. members are aware, under section 264 of the
Government of India Act, the Public Service Commission is one of the con-

.committance of the new constitution. Subject to the provisions of this section
.there shall be a Public Service Commission for the federation and a Public
Service Commission for each province. The question whether this provin-
cial Government shall have its own Public Service Commission or whether
.they should combine with the neighbouring province or whether they woulq

st the Central Public Service _Comm1551on to ta'ke up their work wag
1equc d and settled long before this Ministry came into existence. Therefore
g?icl;s%s; hon, friend’s intention is to censure the present Government, he iq
h:JI’nelcssgr out 'of‘ the mark. As regards the point _ra1sed by my hon. frieng
Maulavi Abdul Matin Chaudhuri that the claims of the Surma Vall ey
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Muhammadans have been ignored, I plead ignorance of what led to the
appointment of an Assam Valley Muhammadan rather than a Surma Valley
Muhammadan., Moreover as you yourself, Sir, mentioned, this brings in
another factor into discussion which is not intended by the original mo-
ver himself. He never raised any question why a particular Valley or a
particular interest was not represented in the Public Service Commission,
but his contention is, why such a high scale of pay was granted by His Excel-
lency the Governor of Assam to the personnel of the Public Service Com-
mission.

The next point that T must place before the House is that under section
268 of the Government of India Act, the expenses of the Federal or pro-
vincial Public Service Commission shall be charged on the revenues of the
Federation or the province and therefore I do not think, Sir, that this House
is competent to reduce the amounts that have been provided in the budget.

Banu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA :  On a point of information, Sir.
Is it not the duty of the Ministry to advise on appointments, which have
already been made without their advice.

Trae Hon’BLE MAuLAVI SatyiD SR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: If
His Excellency asks our opinion on the matter, a matter which is in his
discretion, surely the Ministry will tender their advice.

Basu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Can they not tender advice
-even if it is not sought ?

Tue Hon’sLe Mauravi Sarvip Sk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: It
is perfectly clear, Sir, that matters which are in the discretion of His
Excellency the Governor, are entirely out of the jurisdiction of the Ministers
.and, therefore, unless and until His Excellency seeks the advice of the
Ministers, in matters concerning his ‘discretion’ field the Ministers do not
tender their advice or opinion.

Basu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: On a point of information, Sir, Ag
'rﬁgards provisions which are charged, is not this House entitled to discuss
them ?

Tue Hon’sre Mauravi Sarvip Stz MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
They can discuss, but they cannot reduce. The motion is for a reduction of
Rs. 50 of the provision. »

Kumar AJIT NARAYAN DEV: Ona point of information, Sir. Are
11\1/1& r_nemb_;:rs of the Public Service Commission responsible to the present
1 nistry

THB;: HonnLE MauLAvI Saryio SiR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: No
Sir, they are not responsible at all. 2

Baru DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: Do th
‘Ministry consider it their duty to advise His Excellency in marters hi X
_are entirely in his discretion ? i which

Tue Hon’BLE Mauravi Saryio SiR MUH ;

s E AMMAD SAADULLA - No,
Rar BamapurR PROMODE CHANDRA DATTA: Ma '
-permitted to point out, Sir, that if this House does want to 5;1 I be
salaries of the members of the Public Service Commission, it can educe the
‘address to His Excellency to that effect ; Ministers can do nothin Present an

Tue Hon’eLe THE SPEAKER : This is a cut motion g.

. : : . not on the
_amount provided for the Public Service Commission but on th
_provided for the MiniStC]I;f.\N AR € amount

Basu DAKSHINA ] PTA CHAUDHURI: i

of information, Sir. May I take it that the Hon’ble Ghit:tB :ll\/iinon a point

: : ister is ready

1o convey to His Excellency the wishes of the Ho . C
use 1 =
wretion ? n matters of dis

"
T
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THE Hon’BLE MAuLAvVI Satyip SR MUHAMMAD SADULLA: As
my hon. friend Rai Bahadur Promode Chandra Datta has already indicated,
there is a definite procedure laid down in the Act, and if that procedure is
followed there will be no difficulty. Even if that procedure is not followed,
I am sure His Excellency will read the proceedings and know the wishes
of the House in the matter.

Srijur GOPI NATH BARDOLOI: Will not, in such circumstances,
the Ministry be pleased to advise His Excellency ?

Tue HoN’BLE Mauravi Sarvip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : I
already said that in matters, which are entirely in his discretion, the
Ministry do not advise unless and until their advice is sought.

Srijur GOPI NATH BARDOLOI: Even for the purpose of conveying
the wishes of the House ?

Tue HoN’BLE MauLavi Sarvip S;ik MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: As:
I said, His Excellency will read the proceedings and know the wishes of the
House.

Sryur GOPI NATH BARDOLOI: Is it not to be carried
through the Ministry ?

Tue HonN’BLE MauLavi Sarvip Sik MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Not
necessarily. ;

Tue Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : There is a rule according to which
the daily proceedings are reported to His Excellency.

Basu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: May I read
an extract from His Excellency the Viceroy’s speech :

Tue Hon’sre THE SPEAKER: The hon. member ought to have
mentioned this in the course of his speech.

Basu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: I have done
it, Sir. Here is an extract from His Excellency the Viceroy’s speech and I
have it from the Statesman of 22nd June. :

«J have already stated that Ministers have the duty of advising the
Governor over the whole range of the executive government within the
ministerial field, including the area of the special responsibilities™.

I want to know from the Hon’ble Chief Minister whether he is ready
to abide by the suggestion given by His Excellency the Viceroy.

TuE HoN’BLE MAULAVI SAIYID SIR MUHAMMAD S.AAD.U_LLA: I
am perfectly ready ; it is no suggestion, it is in the Act itself but it is limited
by the words “ministerial field”. The limitation is there.

Basu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: What about

<including the area of the special responsibilities” ?

Tre HoN'BLE MAuLAvI Sarvip SiR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: 1
am coming to that. Bercd

Basu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUFTA CHAUDHURI: Within the
sphere of ministerial activity the Governors are bound to follow the advice
of the Ministers, but in regard to matters in his discretion it is the duty of
the Ministers to advise him. Itisup to His Excellency to agree to that
advice or not to agree. But Ministers must go on advising.

Tue HoN’BLE Mauravi Saryip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: No
Sir, my friend is rather confusing two matters. According to the Govern:
ment of India Act there are three diflerent spheres of action of Hig
Excellency. The first is the sphere of pure ministerial activity in which
His Excellency is bound to accept the advice of the Ministers then function-
ing. 'Then there is the second field, i.e., matters in the individual judgment
of His Excellency the Governor. There the Ministers are entitled to give
advice, but it is open to His Excellency to accept that advice or not. Thig
field is referred to by His Excellency the Viceroy, Thereis a third §eld

>
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i.e., the field of activity in which His Excellency’s discretion is supreme.
There the Ministers’ advice is untenable. He may ask the adyice of his
Ministers, he may accept or may not accept it. He need not ask for their
advice at all. This is a sphere which is beyond the jurisdiction of
ministerial activity.

Basu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Ttis not covered by special
responsibilities. It is the quesyic_tn of the Public Service Commission, and
there is no legal bar for the Minister to advise His Excellency.

Tae Hon’BLE MAULAVI Sarvip SIR . MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: It
is'a matter of ““discretion’, and not of special responsibility.

Basu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Is there any legal bar ?

Tue Hon'BLE Mauravi Sarvip SiR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
The hon. member may form his own opinion. There is no legal bar, but
no statutory enforceability of acceptance of advice given.

TraE Hon'eLE THE SPEAKER : The Hon’ble Chief Minister has made
his views perfectly clear. Unless his advice is sought he is not going to
thrust it upon His Excellency ; if his advice is sought he is willing to give
advice. !

Basu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: I wanted to know, Sir, whether
there is any legal bar in advising the Governor, even if the advice is not
sought. :

gTHE How’sLE Mauravi Sarvip SirR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I
have made it perfectly clear. 1 have nothing to add.

KuaN Saums Mavravi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: Is
he not prepared to create a convention ?

Tue Hon’ere THE SPEAKER : No question of convention comes in.
Now the hon. mover will decide what he will do with the motion.

Basu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: I beg leave
of the House to withdraw my motion.

The motion was, with the leave of the House, withdrawn.

SRIjUT MAHADEV SARMA : Sir, I beg to move that the provision

of Rs.35,260 under Grant No. 9, Major ‘head 25.—General Administration,

Minor head—K.—Provincial Legislative Council (total), at page 65 of the
Budget be refused. :
(Abolition of the Provincial Legislative Council.)
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Maurana ABDUL HAMID KHAN: Sir, fasif Afiqedq sz
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fq SR G (777 FWIANT 33 wiz) 5300 @3 FAARUAT HRI Bireq
creql (B TIE TRTS 335 |zt IAA A Ao’ *Rea
@1g4 ©13 6fAC9'] CAATT Upper Chamber 351241 fATa iFIaNrn  qirdy
[ zifa 2203 (F0FQ OfeN A Ay | wifd wiar Ff9 & Upper Chamber
Bstzal fAarg ALK ALK I WA Aracd TE-PAAR, ST oA, gap
sa] 9 HTWTE?'[ Q% AN 77 weyy fama 317 34 Bfee1 faeraz K o |
s F3 ¥4 5 @37 @ Upper Chamber 413 Bf6® | 7A8 FA=713q  qegy
faan F1°® J 2841 41 % Upper Cha mber ®1fy Axda sfaesie | Azl C¥|
wiewtad 3Bt ¢lea, | 57,7 qfaRia (fag [rFs A A

Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: I do not want to waste the valuable
time of this House by dilating elaborately on the uselessness of a second
chamber. Even the most properly constituted Second Chamber, that is a
Second Chamber elected wholly by the lower House or ele(_:tcd on the same
principle as the lower House is absolutely useless. It is onlye_z dupli-
cation of the lower Housc and involves considerable waste of time and
money. But, Sir, wherever itis constituted on prfncl})lc quite different
from that on which the lower House is constituted, it b.ccomes =
tremendous evil and if any power is given to such a House it meang 5
negation of de:mocracy. Sir, _the British House of Lords is a\_llowed to sta
only because it has been deprived of its power by the Parhamct}t Act of
1911. The noble Lords adorn the House of Lords more by their absence
than by their presence. In t}us province the Upper I-_Iou_sc 15 50 constituted
that I should like to call ita cancer on the provincial autonomy that
has been granted to this province. Itis supposed to represent the mino-
rities and special interests. It is ridiculous that not a single Assamese
Hindu can be elected to this House and hence an Assamese had to be
given a seat by nomination. Ina House of 21 members there are only
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5 Assamese members out of whom three are nominated. Out of these
three one is a Hindu, one a Muhammadan and one a scheduled caste. This
is the state of affairs in this Noble House of our province. Isthere any sense
in craving for such a House? Now Sir, if we examine its utility, we
shall be still more disappointed. Great care has been taken to see that
special interests and minorities are well protected in this Assembly by the
Government of India Act. Again the special interests and minorities are
well represented in the Assembly. Then again the Governor has ade-
quate power to. prevent any inequitous legislation. On the top of all
these it is quite mc@@glﬂﬁ_t_cl,plcad_jhame_ng_er_Ijm
for the protection of the _minorities and special interests,

Now comes the question of finance. Why was this unwanted and

harmful project imposed on this province at so much cost and why is
Government wasting this money? It is no use saying that the Upper
House is an established fact and we must allow it to stay. It is better to
prevent a malady. But if we do not succeed ' in doing this we must try to
cure it. Now as we have failed to prevent this malady from our body
politic, in the nature of a Second Chamber, we must now try to remove it.
I know that the process by which the Second Chamber may be abolished
is a very complicated  one. But that is no reason why we should not now
record our protest. I hope the Ministry will respect the sense of this
House by moving to have this House removed.

Kman Bamapur Mavravi KERATAT ALI: I support this motion.
This is a subject which divides father from son. Sir, though I opposed the
creation of this House in the last Legislative Council, it will be tound that
my hon. friend Rai Bahadur Nilambar Dutta, who is the father of Mr.
Naba Kumar Dutta, 511:}3;;)0116121 the %tablishmcnt of this House. I am

lad to find that Mr. Naba kumar utta, supports my view. 1 oppo
%he establishment of the Upper House from tch oint gf view ﬁlﬁ%ﬁ
aﬁﬂ‘bféﬁﬂse“a‘pb’éf’p‘ﬁvmﬁssam cannot afford to bave an Upper

Chamber “which 1 sec

=t all- necessary. You will be surprised to hear
that the building alone has costed us abouta lakh of rupees. This was
surely a waste of money and in a province like ours, I do not know who
advised the Government to have a Council like this.

MR. JOBANG D. MARAK : I shall say only a few words. His Excel-
lency the Governor has the power to check whatever resolution is passed by
this House with regard to the Upper Chamber. We are not in position
to take action finally and I do not think it is necessary to waste our time
now. The building has been finished fori!f_lg__U,pgg_r_gbambcr_ and every
thing has been ﬁnishg@.}_ltfig_tgg_la_tf;_,m_, decry that now. Unless we gét
any information from Government whether they are prepared to take action,

it is no use taking into consideration _gl_j_s_m_ogg_n.

S=iyjur MAHI CHANDRA BORA: Sir, I shall be failing in my
duty if I do not add a few words to the motion before this House.
During the lifetime of the last Council an hon. member from the con-
stituency from which I hail moved a resolution for a Second Chamber
or the House of elders for Assam. The theme of the argument of the
supporters of the resolution, was that the Lower House was expected to
be unruly and of an extremist character, and that peoplc might even
mean license when they would cry for liberty and as such a curb
on their enthusiasm wasa necessity. The House of elders was justified
as a sort of break.on .our constitutional car. The Hon’ble the Revenue
ﬁ‘.““‘:“-f ~who was then a toiling member like ourselves opposed the reso-

tion with all the vehemence he could command, and the result was that
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the tesolution met with the fate it deserved. But, inspite of the clear
verdict of that House and the WLSM@@MQ the con-
trary this Chamber has been thrust upon this poor province. Sir, this
Upper Chamber is a fifth wheel to our constitutional coach, and the
intentions of those who have introduced this Chamber are clear and
apparent. We have realised by now how vested interests in our House are
secured, how a particular group has been securing the key position in
this Chamber and how the balance of power has bcen actually lying
in their hands. And yet the institution of a Second Chamber has been
deemed proper by the powers that be, without the assignment of any
reason therefor. It is intended to serve as an additional check—a

sort of counterpoise or safeguard for vested intercsts. y
and functions given to either Chamber,

Sir, let us compare the powers t I
two Chambers and their relations to

the differer.ce in the life-time of the
ber has concurrent and equal powers in

one another. Sir, the Second Chamber h; an | ‘
matters of legislation and general supervision of the administration with our

House. Section 74(1) of the Government of India Act contemplates that
all Bills, subject to certain exceptions, must be passed by both Chambers in
an identical form. Note the word “identical”. Sir, what will be the fate of
our Sylhet Tenancy Bill for example, when it is passed in this House in
some form, and it is returned to this House by the Upper House afier incor-
porating some amendments ? If this House refuses to pass the Bill as
amended, then its fate is almost sealed. Unless itis passed in an identical
form, it can never be forwarded to His Excellency the Governor for assent.
Moreover there are certain provisions in the Bill which says that this Upper-
Chamber will be entitled not to consider a Bill for [2 months unless His

Excellency intervenes.
Then, Sir, what about the difference in the life-time of the two Cham-
bers ? The life-time of the Lower House is limited to five years and His
Excellency in his discretion may dissolve this Chamber sooner. But the
Upper House is 2 permanent body and its tenure is permanent. Only with-
in three years one-third of the members composing that body will be
And thus it is likely to be out of touch with the people whom it
represents. Again, Sir, none of the Hon’ble Ministers in this House are
members of that Chamber, and there will be legal complications and diffi-
culties, if they want to initiate any legislative measures in that Chamber,
because they are not members of that House. Again, Sir, a_u the Hon’ble
Ministers and ourselves have been lamenting over the paucity of funds for
the amelioration of the condition of the people. T think, Sir, the expen-
diture over the Upper Chamber can better be utilised in removing some of
the glaring grievances of the poor and distressed people of the province,
I think the sooner the Upper

From whatever point of view we look at it, Sir,
Chamber is abolished, the better for all concerned. I therefore support the

motion which has been moved by my hon friend.

Mauravi DEWAN MD. AHBAB CHAUDHURY VIDYABINODE .

Sir, on the principles of democracy and economy, I agree with my h
friend that the Upper House should be abolished. " But there are alsoY ot}?:!:

questions which await solution, the most important of which is the Protec-
tion of minorities. [ nless and until this urgent question is solved, we ar

not ready to surrender ourselves to the mercy of the majority con;munit >
We the Musalmans in Assam are a minority community and we feel it to g
unsafe to surrender our rights to them. One point should be made clea 3
We are also advacates of freedom and are not an inch behind in our dema :1
for freedom than our friends opposite. But before we come to a soluti >

we must discuss this point and then come to a conclusion. Sir, we }ig.f,lé

changed.
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not yet got that assurance from the organ of the majority community,
mean the Congress, and that is why Mr. M. A. Jinnah has raised the stand-
ard of revolt against the Coongress. So if, the problem of minority is solved
I shall gladly support the motion moved by my hon. friend.
he question is an all-India one. I think the question will be discussed

seriously and a way will be found out to bridge the differences between the
two communities. 1 would have supported the motion, if it were not for
the question of minorities and the safeguarding of religion. I would therefore
request him to postpone the question so that the question may be dxsc}:sscd.

THE Hon’srLe Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Sir, the
hon. mover is fairly correct in the history which he has given regarding the
creation of a Legislative Council for this province. !t is indeed true that
the Assam Legislative Council of the past recorded its protest against t}mc
establishment of such a House for this province. ButI must state in fair-
ness that the resolution was defeated with the help of the casting vote of the
Chairman.

2 dsg_rjU;r SARVESWAR BARUA : Was the resolution passed or nega-
ved Sir 3

THE How’sre Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: The pro-
test against the establishment of the Council was_expressed by the casting
vote of the Chair and the resolution was negatived.

As I have already stated, Government before 1935 had also ex-
pressed the opinion that no such House was necessary in  this province.
But suddenly in the year 1935, the Government recommended that there
may be a Second ChambeF Inthis province and they did so without
consulting the old Legislative Council. Iam not in a position to say
what were the reasons which prevented the Government of that time from
consulting the House. I think this subject will be much better discussed
in the resolution which has been tabled by my hon. friend Srijut Kames-
war Das and that resolution has taken a fairly high place in the ballot.
Sir, even though this House may be agreed that there is ~ a demand for
abolition of the Upper House, the difficulties of fulfilling that demand
are rather great. Ewen if the r.solution which has been tabled by my
hon. friend Mr. Kameswar Das is carried and Government gives consent
to that resolution, the difficulty still remains that no action ean be taken
before the expiry of 10 years from this day. In this connection I would
draw the attention of the House to sub-section (3) of section 308 of the
Government of India Act, 1935, which runs as follows :—

“So far as regards any such amendment as is mentioned in paragraph
(c) of the last preceding  sub-section, the provisions of sgb-scction (1) of
this section shall apply to a resolution of .a.Provmcml Legislature whenever
passed, but, save as aforesaid, those provisions shall not apply to any reso-
lution before the expiry of 10 years, in case of a resolution” of the Fede-
ral Legislature, from the es_tabhshn:’f:nt of the Federation, from the com-
mencement of Part ITI of this Act.

The only other course whic}} is left open for Government
be to forward the proceedings Of this House for an action under sub.
(4) which reads thus.—¢His Majesty in Council may at any time be
after the commencement of Part 1IT of .thls Act, whether the
referred to in the last preceding sub-section ha_vc clapsed or not and
whether any such address as 18 mentloned m fhls section has heen submitt-
ed to His Majesty or not, make in Lhe_pmvnmns‘ of this Act any such
amendment as is referred to in sulp-section (2) of this section,’ So,  Sir,

would
section.
fore or
10 years

b ]

.
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that is the position and T hope, in these circumstances, the hon. member
would do well to withdraw this motion and if he wishes that further
discussion should take place this this can be done when the resolution of
my friend Mr. Kameswar Das comes before the House.

Basy KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Does the question of abolition of
the Upper Chamber come under sub-section (3) of section 308 ?

Tur Hown'erk e SPEAKER : Yes, it comes under section 308(3).
it provides that such a resolution can be moved recommending any such
amendment of the Act and it also prescribes a time limit after which the
procedure laid down in section 308(1) is to be followed. Then sub-section
(4) provides that His Majesty can at any time abolish  the Chamber.
Therefore other members are quite entitled to move 2 rcsclu_tion, evan
though the Ministry do not propose to doso. Then the attention of the
authorities may be attracted and if His Majesty be pleased he may take up
the matter even before 10 years from the date on which Part ITI of the
Act came into force.

Basu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: So farasI can see, the question of
abolition of the Upper Chamber is contained in sub-section (2)(b) which
is ag follows :—“any amendment of provisions relating to the number of
Chambers in a Provincial Legislature or the size or composition of the
Chamber, or of cither Chamber of a Provincial Legislature, or tq the
method of choosing or the qualifications of members of a Provincial
Legislature.”

Tue Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : The hon. member will please read
sub-section (3)—latter portion.

Tue HoN’BLE Srijur ROHIN1 KUMAR CHAUDHURI: 71 have
not quite finished. Another complaint which has been made by my hon
friend Mr. Naba Kumar Datta is as regards the paucity of Assamese mem.
bers in the Upper House. 1 think the only remedy for this is to recommend
the lowering of franchise. Until and wunless franchise is lowered that
cannot beé remedied. 8

Then another suggestion which has been given by my hon. friend
Maulavi Dewan Md. Ahbab Chaudhuri comes rather as a news to me
because we have throughout seen that the Muslim community as a whole
in the past were opposed to the establishment of the Second Chamber.

Mauravi MUNAWWARALIL : T support this motion whole-hearted]y
(applause). As it is well-known since the very beginning  of the move.
ment towards this Reform the Muslim community by an overwhelming
majority in this Province has been opposed to the institution of a Second
Chamber in this province. In their Memorandum prescnted to the Simop
Commission the Assam Muslims strongly opposed the establishment of 5
Second Chamber. Then came the Lothian Committee before whom the
final opposition was made. Sir, what was the decision of the old Councj] »
The decision was that this province did not want a Second Champep
What was the opinion of the Assam Government that preceded the present 2
They also opposed before the Simon Commission the establishment of a2
Second Chamber in Assam and thatwas during Sir Laurie’s time, Thﬁ,a
the Second Chamber by surprise came upon us inspite of our wishes ahg
desires not to have it. 'Why do we oppose a Second Chamber ? Are %
alone in our opposition ? It is notso. Ithas been said by one hwe
member on the floor of this House thatit is an all-India question on,
repudiate that it is not an all-India question, Itisa provincial quest; :
it is 2 domestic matter. What do we find in the 11 provinces otg 1 dl.On,
Out of 11 provinces 6 have supported or perhaps got it Soshite 0? 1a ?
desire as here in Assam and five others, A province with Mushm majg:ueti;
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like the Punjab has refused this Chamber. Thatis the Muslim idea of
the thing and on what is this idea founded ? This is not necessary. This
is an additional cost which any province in India cannot bear. It isa
mere duplication of the Lower House and whether or not it is a duplication
will be found by a reference to the composition of the two chambers.
What do we find in the proportion of seats allotted to different communis
ties 2 What do we find here in the Second Chamber ? The proportion of
seats allotted to different communities is reflected from the Lower House

The proportions are practically the same.

ds on this side has raised the question of Protection
amber in Assam protect minorities ?

e three nominated members. The

number of: Muslims comes to 7. as against 12, - Have my. hon. friends a
protection thereby ? It is notso. LEven by a com.binatlon of all the minority
community members which comes up to 9 including the two Europeans, that
great object of my hon. friend cannot be achieved.
Sir, one very important point involved in this is the difficulty of His
. Excellency the Governor, The Second Chamber is a duplication of the
Lower House and as it is the case in this province, when a Bill is passed by
the Lower House it is bound to be endorsed by the Upper House. Ifitis
passed against the interests of the minorities, what happens ? The Gover-
nor’s difficulties become all the more great. He can veto the wishes of one
chamber, but he cannot perhaps, persuade himself to veto the decision
of two Houses concurrently. Does it serve as a buffer ? At all events the
Second Chamber in Assam is perhaps, not so. ' '
Time is short and the question has been discussed in this province
thl“’:a'i}t)m'e in and outside the Chamber and it needs no reiteration.

_ Sir, various other constitutional issues are involved in this which I shall
bru_1g to the notice of this House. The Second Chamber has been tried 1n
various countries in the world and I invite hon. members of this House
to tell me, whether it is a success or failure. Even regarding the House of
Lords which is the greatest buffer, there is the question raised very Pro-
minently if the House of Lords should not be abolished. Itis in these days
of democracy that we have a buffer like this. This buffer isa stumbling

block—a dilatory House. What has been experienced in these few days here?
We cannot do anything. This is a stumbling block. We have not been able
to achieve anything on account of that great demon. Therefore, I hope the
hon. members will be at one with the hon. mover of the motion in support-
ing him. At the same time I wish to speak one word to the Ministry. As
the Leader of the House, it was the incumbent duty of the Hon’ble the Chief
Minister to echo the opinions of the people of the province that they do not
want a Second Chamber here.

Sryjur GOPI NATH BARDOLOI: Sir, I want to add one word to the
debate.” That is in respect of the difficulty which has been raised by the
Hon’ble Revenue Minister. It is a well known constitutional principle that
we can attack the position of the Government from two different standpoints,
we can criticise the Government for the purpose of a cut motion ; but when
the House is very emphatic, it can also refuse to vote supplies. We have
Fal_icn this latter course to show very clearly what the opinion of this House
is in regard to this matter. I thereforc think that the motion is quite in order
and should be supported by every section of the House. .

TrE Hon’sre Tne SPEAKER : Hon, members have stated their diffi-
Culty i the way,

to the Upper House.

One of my hon. frien
of minorities. Does the Second Ch
There are 21 members including th
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Srijur GOPI NATH BARDOLOI: Then as regards the necessity for
the Second Chamber I would like to add one word also. In all countries
where there are various and conflicting interests, there may be some justi-
fication for a House like that. For example in England there are the landed
Icasses and in the early centuries there might have been some _]usnﬁcapqn for
a Second House, the House of Lords; but even there advanced opinion is
now in favour of abolishing that Chamber. On the other hand oursis an
agricultural country. Ninety per cent of the population are agriculturists.
\}flvlhat justification can there be for a Second Chambez;" ? Asa matter of fact
this House is properly re resented. Every section of community, interest
and even aregs 1:m:- Yrcpxl*)cscntcd in this SI’-Iouse ; 1 think,_ therefore, there is
absolutely no necessity for a Second Chamber in this province. :

Sir, I was pained to hear certain communal and racial issues being
raised in this discussion. When we moved this motion we were absolutely
free from any such consideration. We say, the maintenance of this House
involves a lot of expenditure. If we could get rid of it this money could be
diverted for the benefit of the masses.

I lend my support to this motion and would request hon. members to
support it wholeheartedly.

4 voice—what about the provision for the minority ?

I think that matter has been so adequately dealt with by Maulavi
Munawwarali that I need not give any reply. Asa matter of fact there

s no question of minority here. I can congratulate my hon. friend Maulav;i
Munawwarali for what he has said. I think this is an adequate reply.

KHAN Sans Mauravr SAYIDUR RAHMAN: Sir, it is admitted on
all hand§ that this Legislative Council has been thrust upon us in the teeth
of opposition. It is laid down in the Act that the Legislative Conoz'gives

permanent body, That being so, this eternal evil mus ke = Jie

o én quite 1n orde
cost. But our hands are tied. I’ﬁnd thatiger— umtu forcg te mons
us no remedy. Byt this motion fppoit 1t 1 We €O

ing i matter, I think,
:1;1(;:1 IE'II‘:(inild hal‘f Deemflisters cannot d? ar\{:"iﬂngil;n etrl::le)arass Government
it will hosfﬁlt?lsie to refuse the Sup_ply- : building is there and a session 9f
because as has been said by my friend, the u1t i e ascful purpose will
the Council is going to sit and in the Clmlfms'{ will embarass Government.
be served by refusing the supply. Only 1 e a resolution to that effect,
So I hope the best course for us will be to moz ed to His Majesty for taking
so that the wishes of this House may be convey ime )
nccessary action in tfz‘ll) f?;::;zn was postponed f T warr:e?r{; bt'::;c .
Tre Hownie tne SPEAKER @ The hon-F rorm tO-MOrTow I_intcnd
noticed that I did not fix any time limit So'kt);ngx.lly three have been disposcd
to do it. We got 28 cut motions out of whic! nY and I request T
of to-day. So I fix a time limit from to-morro e With the o
members to be briefin stating their points only in

tions th 1d ;
= IPI‘n}fC Ifgu‘s.:);and? (:é_(i:ourncd till 10 a.m. on Tuesday the 17th August
1937.
Shillon A. K. BARUA,
The 22nd Septef;ber 1937. Secretary, Assam Legislative Assembly.
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