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Froceedings of the Second Session of the first Assam Legislative

Assembly, assembled under the provisions of the Government
of India Act, 1935

The Assembly met at the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 11a.m., on Saturday, the
14th August 1937

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
STARRED QUESTIONS

Village uplift and rural reconstruction
Srijur JOGENDRA NATH BARUA asked :

#109. Do Government propose to open u

3 und : p village reconstruction and
sanitation societies on a large scale in the Province ?

Ton Hon'ste Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied -

109.—Government intend to do everything in their
village uplift and rural reconstruction. It is intended, a
measure, to start model villages and the details of such

PoOwer to assist in
5 an experimental

2 scheme are now
under consideration. -
Srijur JOGENDRA NATH BARUA: Is there any proposal for
starting sanitation committees ?

Tue Hon’sLE REv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: There is no such pro-
posal for the present.
Sryur JOGENDRA NATH BARUA :  Will. Government take up that

programme of starting sanitation committees now ?
THE HoN’BLE REV.,

i J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: The matter will be
considered.

SrRijur GOPI NATH BARDOLOT : May I know how many villages
have been included in the scheme ?

Tue Hon’sLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : There must be about
17 villages. :

SryjuT GOPI NATH BARDOLOI: Are any of these villages in back-
ward areas ? : : .

THE HoN’BLE Rev. J.J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Yes, Sir, some of them
are.

THE HoN’BLE REV. . J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Sir, this question was
answered before, but I will answer it again.

Election of the present Vice-Chairman of the Gauhati Local Board
Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED asked :

*110. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Local Self-Govern=-
ment be pleased to state—

(a) When was the election of the present Vice-Chairman of the
Gauhati Local Board held ?

(b) When was the outgoing Vice-Chairman of the said Local Board
elected and when did his term of oflice terminate ?
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{(c) Whether fresh election, if at all, of the ! Viee-Chairmans of the
said Board did not fall due till after the-21ist May, 1937 2.

(d) Whether the outgoing Vice-Chairman and other ' members-of
the' Gauhati Local Board raised objections against thelast
election of the present Vice-Ghairman on the ground that
it was not . in .conformity with the law;/if so, with what
result ? : )

{¢) Whether the last electien of the Vice-Ghairman of the said
Board ‘was in conformity with the law; if so, under what

; provision, section or rule of the Logal Self-Government Act ?

(f) If the answer to (¢) above be in the negative, whether the
Hon’ble ~Minister is prepared to take steps for holding -
the re-clection of the Vice-Ghairman -ef -Gauhati Local
I DA T i ey

Tue Hox’sLe Rev. J. J- M. NIGHOLS-ROY replied :

110. (a)—On 22nd April 1937. -
()—-On 21st May 1934. : Under section 12{3) of the Assam Local
Self-Government Act the term of office of a Vice-Chairman is the residue of
his term of office provided that it shall not exceed three years.
(¢)—This "is a matter of the legal interpretation of the Act.
(d)—Yes: With no result—he was overruled by the Board.
{¢)—This asks for an expression of cpinion and Government are not
prepared to give a reply. e ‘ ’
(f)—Government have not réceived any' representation in the
matter and are not at present prepared to take any action.

Mgr. NABA KUMAR DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister treat the
question as a representation ? '

Tue Hon'sre Rev. J. J. M:NICHOLS-ROY: No, Sir, how can
Government treat this question as a representation,

Mr. NABA KUMAR DATTA: Will Government be prepared to
consider the question if a representation is made ?

Tue Hon’sLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: The matter will be
considered, but I cannot say what the decision of Government will be.

Mz. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware
that the election of the Vice-Chairman was not in conformity with the law ?

_ Tue How’ste Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: This is a matter of
opinion.

Sryur LAKHESVAR BOROOAH : On a point of order, Sir. Refer-
ring to reply (e), the Hon’ble the Speaker admitted the question as not invol-
ving a matter of opinion. How can that be taken as a matter of opinion
when the facts are before Government.

Tue Hon’sLe REv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Whether the matter is
legal or illegal is clearly a question of opinion.

Tue Hon’sLE THE SPEAKER: There was the further gquestion of
representation. That could have been answered.
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Tue Hon’sLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: I do not think that
question can be answered now. The matter will be considered by Govern-
ment if there be any representation.

Srjur LAKHESVAR BOROOAH: Am I to understand that the
Hon’ble Minister has not considered that point yet ? :

TeeE Hon’BLE REV. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Yes, to a certain
extent. d

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Then what is the difficulty in
-answering that question whether the matter was within the law or not ?

Tue Hon’sLE REV. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : The question has not
-come up, but I can say that there seems to be no illegality.

Sriyur JOGENDRA NATH BARUA: May I ask what is the opinion
-of the Hon’ble Minister ?

Tue Hon’sre Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: If the hon. member
zasks my personal opinion I can say that there has been no illegality.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : May I ask ifany legal opinion
“was taken in the matter ?

THeE HoN’BLE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY :  Yes.
Area under the Grazing Reserve in Nowgong District

‘Sryjur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA asked :

*111. Will Government be pleased to state (a) the present arca 1:111d‘3r
‘grazing reserves in the district of Nowgong and the area five years ago A
PG u(.vi) ‘P’Vhether any of the reserves have been opened for settlemen

= ), y?
(c) What classes of people were the pattah-holders of those areas
before the reservation of those 1angs for grazingp B
P q (d) Whether the claims of the old pattadars have been c'onsiderfid
sox':telaet en;e?nt of those lands with them while opening those reserves for
ettlement ?

*112. (a) Is it afact that by opening such reserves the lands have been
st?tﬂfl:d 1vvlt(lill lmnpugrants although the original paitah-holders have been prac-
tically landless ?

() Will Government be pleased to state the area in the district
-of Nowgoeng in the occupation of the immigrants and of the natives of the
province and that under the cultivation of tea ?

) y (¢) Will Government be pleased to state the total land revenue
realised in a year from the tea gardens in the districts of Assam ?

*113. (a) Will Government be pleased to state the area under Lakhiraj
.andd Ni{];-kfziraj grants in the district of Nowgong excluding the tea
gardens !

(6) Will Government be pleased to state the unoccupied area of
land in the district of Nowgong excluding the forest and grazing reserves
and the hills ?

(¢) Isita fact thatin the settlement of new lands as well as the
lands in the Hojai town in the districc of Nowgong, some premiums
have been realised from new-comers in the case of the former and from

the settlement-holders in the case of the latter ?
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(d) If so, will Government be pleased to state whether the amount
so realised ‘was credited to the revenues of Government ?

(¢) Is it a fact that the amount so realised, will be spent for
the improvement of the area where it is realised, and if so, have any
improvements been made so far in those areas and if so, in what manner ?

Tue Hon’sre Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

38,753 acres.

. (a)—In 1931-32
111. (a)—In 35,716 acres.

In 1936-37

(b)—Yes. Fifty-nine reserves were opened in the immigrant areas
in the Nowgong district for settlement under the colonisation scheme as they

ired by the immigrants.
were not required by ANDRA SARMA: Are the Government aware

Srijur PURNA CH. X e
that there have been complaints from the people of Nowgong district
regarding settlement of lands now open for settlement after reservation ?

Tue Hon’srLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: As I have
said that the lands which were settled with immigrants were the lands
which were originally intended for immigrants as grazing reserves.

Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Was any representation made
by the Kacharies, Lalungs and Koches of the Nowgong district to
Government regarding settlement of these lands with them because they
originally belonged to them ?

Tue Hon’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I have not
come across any such representation myself.

Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Are Government aware that
these lands originally belonged to them ?

Tue Hon’BLe Srijjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: These
grazing reserves were constituted very many years ago and it is very difficult
to trace who were the patta-holders or whether, as a matter of fact, any
It is very difficult to say who held this land if at aj]
before it was made a grazing reserve.

Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA :  If the people can lay facts and
figures before the Government to prove that they originally held the land,
will the Government cancel the present pattas ?

Tue Hon’sLe Srjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I may
inform the hon. member that so far as cancellation of paftas is concerned
and so much of the matter as appertains to the Land Revenue Regulation, it
is the Revenue Tribunal to whom such appeal would ordinarily lie.

TrHE Hon’sLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

111. (¢),(d) and 112. («)—The information cannot be given as the
rescrves were constituted very many years ago. The areas concerned are
now entirely occupied by immigrants.

(b)—The area occupied by immigrants including tea garden
coolies, etc. in 1936-37 is 204,078 acres and the area occupied by natives
of the province in 1936-37, 337,082 acres and the area actually under tea

12,243 acres. 3
(¢)—The revenue realised from special cultivation during the

year 1935-36 was as follows :(—
Rs

Assam Valley 11,54,4.64
Surma Valley 4,44,331
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The figures for .1936-37 are not available and only, the ficure for land
scttled for special cultivation. can be given. The tea gardens also hold
land settled for ordinary cultivation for coolies.

113. (a)—The total arca of Lakhiraj and Nisf-khiraj in Nowgong: is
7,655 acres as shown in Appendix I of the Land Revenue Administration
Report for 1935-36.

; (6)—The unoccupied area of land in the - district - of Nowgong
excluding forest and grazing reserves and the Mikir Hills is reported to be
about 1,69,800 acres, a great part of which is said to be unfit for profitable
cultivation. ' o : rnl

(c)—VYes, under the Colonisation Rules and the Town Land Rules
respectively.

(d)—Yes. ! :

(e)—The amounts realised are merged in the general revenues of
the province but allotments are made according  to the necessity for
mmprovements to the Colonisation Area from time to time. .

Sryjur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Were any represcntations sent.
by the local officers regarding some improvement to be made in the coloni-
sation areéa.in the district of Nowgong ? \

THE HoN’sLE Srjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: T have not
€ome across any such repre entation myself. =

Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA :  Was any representation made
on behalf of the settlement-holders in the Hojai area. ' 3
~ Tuz How’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I do _not’
know. As far as I am aware some such appeal was filed by my hon. friend’
Stijut Jogendra' Nath Barua before the Revenue Tribunal.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
Procedure of imposing fines on accused persons in Garo Hills
Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK asked :

231. Will Government be pleased to state under what law now in force
in Garo Hills, the Maharis (clansmen) of convicted accused persons are
made responsible for liabilities incurred by the latter ?

- 232. Isita fact that the properties of clansmen in which an accused has
no share or joint interest are forcibly seized, when the fines imposed cannot
be realised from him ? t :
| 233. Will Government be pleased to state whether the Deputy Commis-
stoner has any power to make new laws in addition to the laws and regula-
tions framed and issued by the Governor in Council for the use of
Executive Officers of a district ; or to add to or modify the same without
ICODSU?hing a duly constituted body empowered by the Governor to make
aws |

234. Will Government be pleased to state whether a district Court can
have both an original and an appellate jurisdiction ?

Z35. 'If 50, can the same Court set aside its own previous orders 7.

o

-
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Tre! HoN’BLE | MAuravi  Saryip < Sik - MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied : ' : i

231.—It was reported by certain Garo :Laskars that the Garo tribal
custom is'that' maharis or clansmen pay the fines imposed on the accused
person or persons on the inability of the' latter to do' so. ' This tribal custom
received legal sanction when; in an appeal * case, the Governor in Council
ruled that when a convicted ac¢used had mo individual property, it was
customary in the Garo Hills to realise the fine imposed on him from his*
maharis® property in which the accused of course had a joint interest.

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAX : My : question was : il there is any
special Jaw or section which is in force in the Garo Hills making thc; I'Clal:iv_c;
liable for offence of an accused person ? In reply the Hon’ble Chief Minis--
ter said that there is no statutory law in the Garo Hills but there are some
rules framed by the Governor. Now my question is—is there any section or:
law for such action in those rules ? . .

Tur Hon'sLe MAuLavi Sarvip SikR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I
explained yesterday that rules for administration of civil justice and criminal
justice in-the "Garo Hillsdare only rulesof procedure. = As substantive law -
Government have no code there: They have gotto try each case according
to the tribal custom. There was a report from Garo Laskars that the Garo
tradition is that when an accused person cannot pay the ‘fine the Maharis

ay it.
L Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK : Have Government received any represen-
tation protesting againstithe illegal pratice which is going on in the Garo

Hills ?

Tuae HonN’BLE Mauvravi Sawm Sik- MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -
Excepting - notice to this question, we have not got any protest uptil now.
Kuan BAHADUR Mavravi KERAMAT ALI: Isit a fact that the
spirit of Indian Penal Code and the Civil Procedure Code is followed in the
hill districts ? ! 1 :
° Tue HonN’BLE Mauravi Sarvip SiR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA - :

Yes.
Trne Hon'BLe MauvrLavi Sawip Sik MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied : , :
232.—No.
233.—No. ‘

Mgr. JOBANG D. MARAK : . Has the Deputy Commissioner power to
make a statutory standing order under the law in addition to the Rules .
framed by His Excellency the Governor ?

THE HON’BLE: MAvLAVI Sarvip-SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I
have answered. the original question of the hon. member: ¢ Will Govern-
ment be pleased to state whether the Deputy Commissioner has any power
to-make new laws in addition to the laws and regulations framed and issiied
by the Governor in Council ** etc.

My answeris “no.. 7 -7 .-

Tae Hon’sre tHE SPEAKER : Hon. member will take good care °
not to put supplementary questions on questions that have been already put -
and answer;:d.

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK : I want to know if such a rule has been

framed by the Deputy Commissioner and whether they consider it to be -
an authority or not.



Trne Hon’sLe Mauravi Sarvio S;R MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: [
have already answered that the Deputy Commissioner has got no power to
make any statutory law without reference to Government. If my hon. friend
will give me any specific instance, I will enquire.

Kuan SaniB Mavravi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: Are
Government aware that the present Deputy Commissioner never follows any
law or regulation promulgated by the authorities ?

Tue Hon’BLE MAULAVI SAarvip St MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : I
am not aware of that Sir.

Kuan SamiB Mavravi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: Are
Government prepared to make an enquiry ?

Tue Hon’sLe Mauravi Sarvip SR MUHMMAD SAADULLA: Yes,,
if allegations of any specific instance are made.

Tue How’BLE Mauravi Sarvip Sz MUHAMMAD, SAADULLA.

replied :
234.—Yes.
235.—No.

Procedure of giving contract works by Public Works. Department:
in Nowgong district.. .

Srgur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA asked -

236. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) what was the procedure for accepting tenders for contract works:
in the district of Nowgong by the Public Works Department:
in the last year ?

(b) whether the cases of Assamese: contractors were taken into con--
sidera:?tion and whether all the contracts were given to local
men

Tue Hon'sLe Mauravi Savio Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA.
replied :

236. (a)—Tenders are called for by public notice in the usual manner-
and the selected contractor’s tender is accepted after scrutinizing the - rates,.
considering the ability of the contractor to carry out the work, and in cases:
where there is little difference in rates or ability preference is given to-
Assamese contractors.

(6)—Out of 194 contracts awarded in the Nowgong Subdivision 96.
were given to Assamese and 59 to domiciled contractors and the balance to,
foreign contractors.

Kuan Banapur Mavrav: KERAMAT ALI: May I know whether
any domicile certificates were filed along with the tenders submitted by
domiciled contractors ?

Tue Hon’sLe Mavravi Sarvip SR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: K
want notice of that Sir, : :

Sriyur SARVESWAR BARUA: May I know: how many Assamese.
contractors. and how many domiciled- and foreign contractors submitted:
tenders for this, contract ? :

Tue Hon’BLE Mauravi Sarvio Sk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I
want notice of that, Sir.

Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : What does Government mean.
by saying that it is the highest rate ?
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THE HoN’BLE MAULAVI SArvip  Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

There is a'schedule of rates in the Public Works Department and that rate
is the highest.

KHAN BAHADUR Mauravi KERAMAT ALI: Ts it a fact that big con-
tracts were given to foreign contractors and petty ones to Assamese '?

Tue Hon’sLE MAULAVI SATYID SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : No,
Sir, 1 refute that charge.

Srijur PURNA'CHANDRA SARMA :  TIs it a fact that by the ‘highest
rate’ Government means the Public Works Department highest rate for each
item in the schedule of rates ?

THE Hon’BLE MAuLAvVI SarviD SR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : No,
Sir. The rates for the entire contract is considered while making out the
contract.

Sryur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : ‘May we know what is the fact

that determines the ability of ‘the contractor ?

Tre Hon’sLe MAULAVT SATYID SIR MUHMMAD SAADUTLLA - ‘That
depends upon the financial position of the contractor who hag submitted the
tender.

Sryyjur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Isita fact that the financial
position of the contractor is'determined by the capacity of his paying some-
thing to the authorities ?

THE HoN’BLE MAULAVI Sarvip Stk 'MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : 1
‘refute that charge, ‘Sir.

Sryur PURNA 'CHANDRA 'SARMA : Will the Hon’]

; . ble Minister
‘enquire if there is any such thing, as T have alluded, in this department ?
Tae HON'BLE ‘Mavuravi ‘Sarvip Sk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

Unless any specific intances are brought to our notice, T am not prepared to
‘enquire.

s Srijur PURNA CHANDRA
“furnish such information,

Txe HoN’BLE MAuLAvI SarviD SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: We
‘have noreason to believe that people “in “Government service are breaking
‘Government rules. _

KuaAn BAHADUR 'MavLavi KERAMAT ‘ALI:
‘those 59 contractors who are really domiciled ?
_T'ne'HoN'BLE MAuLAVI ‘SatviD SR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: If
the hon. ' member wants ‘the information T will make an enquiry.

SARMA : There ‘are people who can

May T enquire who are

Estdblishment of'a Town ‘Committee in Nalbari

Srrijur GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked :
237. Is the Hon’ble “Minister ‘in -“charge of -the Local Self-Government
please state ifitis a fact— :
(@) "That Nalbari in“ﬂ’r’ciKamrup -district'is a growing and commes
() TholY important place ¢ |
] _anitary conditions are extremély bad ?
“ (e) Thzltttthc‘cstasli)hé};mcnt of a'Town 'Gomr}r;.ittac has been an abso-
ute necessity

(d) That the inhabitants are persistently appealing to the Government
for sanctioning a Towxy Committee there P

‘(¢) That the Government  ‘was about to.sanction a Town Committee
there ; but the project waskept in abeyance for want of 5
sum tf;f Rs.2,200 required “to ‘be ‘advanced as an injtia)
grant '} :
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(f) That . already - four paddy husking mills have - been working
] there, endangering the sanitation of the locality unless kept
under proper control ?

238. Do Government propose to take early steps to establish a Town
Committee at Nalbari and sanction the necessary grant ?

Tae Hon’sLE REv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

237 & 238.—Government is fully aware of the necessity of the establish-
ment of a Small Town at Nalbari . and . the hon. member will see from the
entry at page 103 of the Budget Memorandum that a sum of Rs. 2,300
has been provided in the current year’s budget as a grant-in-aid for this

- purpose.
P rpSRI_]UT GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Wil Government be
pleased to provide the Town Committee with some recurring amount at
- least for some years to come ?

Tue HoN’BLe Rev. J. J, M. NICHOLS-ROY :  That is not a supple-
mentary question, Sir.. - It is a recommendation.

Tue Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER: I think the question has not been
properly framed.

RULING GIVEN BY THE HON’BLE THE - SPEAKER AS REGARDS
ANSWERING OF QUESTIONS WHICH SEEM TO BE
A MATTER OF OPINION

KuaN Samie Mauvravi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI:
On a point of information, Sir. Questions are duly scrutinised and admitted
by the Hon’ble Speaker and to these questions sometimes an answer is given
that it is 2 matter of opinion. Does it. constitute a reflection on the Chair ?
Sir, I specially refer to starred question 110,

Tue Hon’sLe THE SPEAKER: If the hon. member puts a general
question, I may give a ruling on the point.

KuaN Sanm Mauravi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI :
Very well, Sir, I put it generally. .
: THE Hon’LE THE SPEAKER : I do not think any hon. member
is ent{tlt?d to say anything questioning the propriety of admitting a question
even if it seeks an answer which would be a matter of opinion. But when
questions are admitted, they are admitted provisionally. If any such
question really asked for an expression of opinion it can be raised here and
I may give my ruling, revising, if necessary, my decision in admitting the
question.
Abolition of separate representation of Ahoms in Government

services

Sryur JOGESH CHANDRA GOHAIN asked :
239. Will Government please state—
(a) Since when the principle of separate representation to the Ahoms
) Whm services has been abolished ?
% Who ?dVISC.d Government for the change, or
?td ed Government to make the change without the know-
240, Wil edge of the community concerned ?
(. “1’ }11 G}(l)vcrnment be pleased to state—
a) 2553:: ist?g’efpmcnt invited the opinion of the “All Assam Agf)m
n” o Distr: NI ading
member of ther sny strict Ahom Association, or any :tation

E ommunity in. th f represe
of Ahoms in services ? y ¢ matter of rep

(6) Whether Government received anything either in Sipralies
against the said representations ?
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(¢) If the answer to theabove is in the affirmative, will Government
be pleased. to state, the name or names- of the leading man-or
men of the Association ?

(d) If no opinion was invited, the reason or reasons for the same ?

241. Ts it a fact that (@) in the Sibsagar and Lakhimpur districts the

percentages due to the Ahom Community in public services are still left
unfilled ?

(b) If so, do Government propose to make an early enquiry in the

matter and fill up these posts with suitable Ahom candidates, or advise the
Public Service Commission to that effect ?

(¢) If not, why not ? g

Tue Hon’srLe Mauravi Sarvip - Sik - MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied : ! .

239.(a)—Since the middle of 1935.

(6)—None. :

(¢)—The Ahoms are: now as advanced as any other racial caste
in the Assam Valley. They are Assamese and politically at one with the
Hindus of the Assam Valley. They did not seek any special protection
during the enquiry stage of the present Reforms. It was considered ' there-
fore that their  interests  would' not be injured by separate representation
being withdrawn from them.

Srijur  JOGESH CHANDRA GOHAIN: Is Government aware
that Ahoms were granted separate representation not on account of their
backwardness but on account of their pre-British history.

Tae Hon’BLE Mauravi Sarvip S;lrR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : - Yes,

Sir; on -both grounds—on account. of their: previous history, their small
number and their backwardness in general education.

Tae Hon’BLE MAULAVI SAviD - Sikm MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied : 1
240.(a)—No.

(b) <& (c)—One répresentation from Srijut Mohendra Nath
Gohain, ex-M.L.C., was received and duly considered.

(d)—Government examined the question of communal representa-
tion in public services as a whole and not - with reference to any particular
community or communities only.

241.(a)—Does not arise, since Ahoms are no longer separately  treated..

(b) & (c)—Government do not propose to take the action sug-
gested now, since only one nationality return has come since the promulga-
tion of the new orders and Government have to be convinced that the

Ahoms are not getting their proper share in the services owing to the change
adopted in' 1935-36. i & ~

Status of Barpathar amnd Sarupathar mauzas of the Golaghat Sub-
division under the new Constitution

Srijur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA asked :

242. ‘Will Government be pleased to state—
(1) Whether Barpathar and Sarupathar mauzas of the Golaghat

subdivision are’ treated as excluded or partially excluded
areas ?

(2) The difference between the excluded and partially excluded areas
so far as the legal rights of the inhabitants are concerned ?
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243. Isit a fact that the inhabitants of the Barpathar and Sarupathar
mauz?_s used. to enjoy all the legal privileges like the other inhabitants of the

rest of the mauzas in the plains in the matter of criminal trials. ?: If so0, will
Government be pleased to  state when these privileges: were curtailed
and why ?

244. Will' Government be pleased to state—

the population of Barpathar and Sarupathar mauzas and the number
of . (a) Caste Hindus, (b) Scheduled Caste Hindus, (c) Hill Tribes
inhabiting the mauzas, separately: ?

Tre Hon’BLE MAuLavi Savip S, MUHAMMAD  SAADULLA
replied :
242. (1)—The Barpathar and Sarupathar mauzas of the Golaghat sub-
division form part of the Mikir Hills which is 2 partially excluded arca.
(2)—The hon. member is referred to sections 52(¢) and 92 of the
Government of India Act, 1935. The difference between ¢ excluded” and
¢ partially excluded * areas is briefly that in the ¢ excluded areas the
Governor exercises his functions at his discretion, that is to say, Ministers
have no constitutional: right to advise the Governor in connection with
such areas.and, their administration lies: entirely with the Governor. On
the other hand the responsibility for the government. of ¢ partially
excluded ’* areas rests primarily: with the Ministers: but the Governor has
a ““special responsibility >’ as regards their: administration, that is to say,
he can constitutionally refuse to accept the advice ofi' his Ministers. on any
matter connected with their administration. Other important points of
differences are that the expenditure on the administration of “‘excluded.
areas” (i.e.,, totally excluded areas) is non-voted whereas in “partially
excluded areas” it is voted and that questions regarding the. administration
of an  “excluded area” cannot be asked in the Legislature without the
Governor’s consent. In other words the “excluded areas” fall outside the
sphere of Ministerial Government altogether and have no representation in
the Legislature, whereas “partially excluded areas® fall within the sphere
(subject to safeguards) and return representatives to the Legislature.

243.—The inhabitants of the Barpathar. and Sarupathar mauzas have
always been subject to the rules for the administration of justice. and police,
in the Mikir Hills.

Sryur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: Will the Hon’ble Minister. be

pleased to enquire that till 1935 these two mauzas were governed: by the
ordinary criminal law ?

HE Hon’BLE Mauravi Sarvio: St MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Very well, Sir, I will make an enquiry:.

244.—The population of the B d s hiabaitatsas s
11,476 and 16,92% 5’ of the Barpathar and Sarupa

espectivel i i t
St L Ot HP ctively according to the census of 1931, No separate

s indus, S ; i : e
biting these mauzas are a’w:i?;glzfed Caste Hindus and Hill Tribes inha

Scalesof pay of Police Sub-Inspectors and Inspectors
Sryur JOGENDR A NARAYAN MANDAL asked :

245, Isit a fact that Assi i . |
1932, when promoted to ssistant Sub-Inspectors of Police appointed before

: the rank of Sub-Inspector get revised scale of pay,
i.., Rs.75 per month to stapt with, whilz: Sub-Inspectors when promoted to
the rank of Inspector, appointed before 1932, get old scale of pay, i.e.,
Rs. 175 per month to

. e start with ? If so, will Government be pleased to
state why this differential - treatment is made ?
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Tue Hon'BLe Mauravi Sawvip Sik  MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

245.—Yes. The matter is explained in the Finance Department Reso-
lution No.2312-F.(a), dated the 13th June 1935, a copy of'which is placed
on the library table.

There is no direct recruitment of Inspectors of Police who are exclu-
sively recruited from Sub-Inspectors. An officer of the latter rank in service
on Ist January 1932 would on probation be entitled to theiold scale of pay
of Inspector, because there is a regular and normal flow of promotion to

that grade and because both these grades are grouped together. As this is
not the case with Assistant Sub-Inspectors and Sub-Inspectors, who are not
in the same group, the former draw the new scale of pay of Sub-Inspector

when promoted to that grade.

Chief Administrator of Local Funds

Mauvravi NAZIRUDDIN AHMED asked :

246.(a) Do Government propose to appoint the Deputy Commis-
sioner or the Subdivisional Officer as the Chief Administrator of Local

Funds ?

(6) If so, will Government please state whether they propose.to
allow the Local Board to appoint paid Executive Officers ?

ToE Hon’sLE REV. J. J. M. NICHOLSR-OY replied :

246.(a)—This question is not understood.
(6)—Does not arise.

Sale-proceeds of Estates for arrears of Government revenue

Basu SHIBENDRA CHANDRA BISWAS asked -

247. Will'Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement show-
ing year by year and subdivision by subdivision, the amount of surplus
deposit (’4‘51&?611"). out t_)f the sale-proceeds of estates for arrears of Govern-
ment_revenue lying with the Government for the last 10 years in the district
of Sylhet ? : ¢

hiiid (6) In view of the extreme scarcity of water in the rural areas in the
district of Sylhet, do Government propose to make provisions for granting
long term loans out of the amount of the surplus deposit at a very nominal
rate of interest ?
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Tre Hon’BLE Srjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

247.—A statement is laid on the table,

Statement showing the surplus sale-proceeds lying with Governnent in respect gof

Permanently-settled and Temporarily-settled estates sold for arrears of Land -

Revenue and Local Rate :—

Surplus sale-proceeds lying in deposit till 30th June 1937

In respect :
of mohals Sadr subdi- Karimganj South Sylhet Habiganj Sunamganj Total
sold in—  vision

Rs. a.p. Rs. a. pp Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p.
1927-28 .. 4,415 12 2 259 12 3 2,295 2 9 259 12 3 36 6 6 7,266 13 11

1928-29 .. 1,559 0 0 475 2 8101612 3 550 9 6 2,131 8 7 5742 1 ©
1929-30 .. 1,555 4 3 4210 3 2433 12 6 1,347 511 36 3 7 5415 4 6
1930-31,. 1,108 1 3 458 7 2 143 3 9 1524 8 7 3,654 8 3 6,888 13 ©
1931-32 .. 1,209 14 11 646 9 2 304 7 9 1465 1 6 19 8 11 3,645 10 3
1932-33 .., 2,380 7 3 1,717 12 10 1,290 0 1 2,297 10 3 455 4 1 8,141 26
1933-34 .. 1,363 9 4 206 5 7 58514 6 227715 5 377 8 6 4,811 5 4
193435 .. 4,629 12 3 204 11 2 5,180 6 10 1,187 12 11 1,861 3 11 13,063 15 1

1935-36 .. 2,220 3 9 202 3 5 1,130 14 3 14,982 4 4 1,621 0 0 20,156 9 9
1936-37 .. 2,230 2 9 324 5 4 274 7 8 14,250 1 4 647 8 0 17,726 9 )

(b)—The attention of the hon. member is drawn to section 87 of the
Assam Land and Revenue Regulation and the notes thereunder.  As the
claims of the proprietors for- refund are not rejected on the ground of

lapse of time or [limifation Government is not in a position to utilize the
surplus for any purpose.

Bapu SHIBENDRA CHANDRA BISWAS: Will Government be
pleased to put a period of limitation by enacting a Bill ?

Tue HoN’BLE Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Sir, the
Government does not propose to take any such step. : ;

Travelling allowance bills of Hon’hle Ministers

g:;?a)SIEBENDRA GHANDRA BISWAS asked :
: as the attention of Government been drawn to the news

published in the “Amrita Bazar Patrika® (Dak Edition), dated 1st July 1937,

that the Hon’ble Sir Md. Saadulla and the Hon’ble Srijut Rohini Kumar
Chaudhuri drew travelling allowances to the extent of Rs.740-6-0 and
Rs.162-6-0 respectively in the month of March 1937 ?

(b) If so, will Government be pleased to state why these amounts
were drawn by these Ministers before they were appointed as such ?
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_(c) Will Government be pleased to state from which place to which
place did they draw these amounts for travelling ?

(d) Had this travelling anything to do with their prospective
Ministership ?

(¢) Do this amount include halting charge as well ? :

(f) Will Government please state who was the sanctioning autho-
rity ?

(g): Did they come to Shillong ?

(h) If so, under whose invitation ?

(1) Were they told before they actually performed the journey,
that they would be given travelling allowances ?

Tue Hon’sLe Mauvravi Sarym Sik. MUHAMMAD SAADULLA re-
plied :
48.(a)—Yes. .

(b)—The amounts were drawn in May 1937.

(¢) (i)—Rupees 403-2-0 of the amount drawn by the Hon’ble Chief
Minister and the whole amount drawn by the Hon’ble Revenue Minister
were admissible under Subsidiary Rule 103 at page 64 of the Assam Funda-
mental Rules and Subsidiary Rules which permit a Minister to draw transfer
travelling allowance on joining his post. The balance of Rs.337-4-0 drawn
by the Hon’ble Chief Minister was for journeys performed in connection with
the formation of the Ministry at the invitation of His Excellency the
Governor and was treated as a journcy on tour.

Basu SHIBENDRA CHANDRA BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister
in charge be pleased to state whether the sum of Rs.337-4-0 was drawn
under the Fundamental Rules ?

Tue Hon’BLE Mauravi Sarvip S;ik MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Sir, it is within the power of Government to consider any particular
journey as undertaken on duty and they have the power to grant travelling
allowance to any person without the contravention of any financial rules.
There is the Audit department presided over by the Comptroller to
check such travelling allowance and disallow it.

Basu SHIBENDRA CHANDRA BISWAS: Am I to understand that
there is no Fundamental Rule which may be quoted ?

Tue Hon’sLE Mauravi Sarvip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I
have already replied that there is a provision in the rules that Government

can consider any particular journey performed by any private person as done

son duty and can grant them travelling allowance.

Percentage of Literate people in the Assam Valley
Kran BarADUR Mauravi KERAMAT ALT asked :

249. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) Whether there has been any increase in the percentage of
literate people in the Assam Valley districts between 1920 ard
now, and -

(b) If so, what is the increase ?

Tue HoN’BLE SHAMS-UL-UrAMa Mauvrana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied :
249. (a)—VYes.
(b)—The percentage of literates aged 5 and over rose from 7 te
8-5 per cent.
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KuAN Banapur MauLavi KERAMAT ALT: May I know how the
figures as stated in the reply to question No.249 (4) were collected ?

Tre Hon’BLE SHAMS-UL-ULAMA MavrLana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED :

I cannot tell exactly from where the figures are collected by the Secretariat.

KuaN BAHADUR MAULAVI KERAMAT ALI: May I know what steps

‘were taken by Government during the'last 17 years to increase the per=
centage of literate people ?

TrE Hon’BLE SHAMS-UL-ULAMA MAurana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED :
The increase in the percentage of_]itcra‘tc people was duc to the expansion of
primary education and by increasing the number of Venture ‘Schools, etc.

Sriyjur  PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Are Government ‘aware
that the percentage of literacy has not increased in proportion to the per-
centage of increase in the population ?

TrE Hon’sLE SHAMs-UL-ULAMA MAULANA ABU NASR MD. WAHEED :
Though the increase in the percentage of literate people has not been in pro-

portion to the increase in the population, still the percentage of the literate
people has much increased than what it was some 17 years ago.

‘Appointment of Sub-Assi‘stant,ESurgeon in the Bijni Raj Wards
Lstate

Mavravi JAHANUDDIN AHMED asked :

250. (a) Will Government be ?leaspd to state 'why ' the ‘appoititinent of
a Sub-Assistant Surgeon in the Bijni Raj Wards ‘Estate was given to a person
superseding the better claims of other candidates ?

(b) Will -Government . be pleased to consider the desirability of
revising -its orders ?

Tue Hon’sre Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied -

250. (a) and (b)—Government have _since passed orders that the post
should be given to the bonafide nativeitenant. of the -Estate.
Kumar AJIT NARAYAN[ DEV: Sir,'may
Doctor ‘referred to in'the/question ?
Tue HoN’sLe Srjur ROHINT KUMAR CHAUDHURI :
‘hon. member ‘want to know the name of 'thie Do¢ior Who has been ‘appoint-
ed recently by Government or the'name 'of'the Doctor-who was'original-
ly appointed ? : ;
KumMAr AJIT NARAYAN DEV: T'want to’know “the name of the
Doctor who has been rcccnt}l{y gppoin'cIe{d.
THE Hon’sLE Srijur ROHINI' KUMAR 'GHAUDHRT -
of the Doctor is Indra Mohan Das. HRI: "The name
K_L;MAR AJIT NARAYAN DEV: “Mdy T “kriowwhere 'he *has been
Pposted ¢ : Sty
Tue Hon’sie Srijur ROHINI KUMAR'GHAUDHURI: He has
been posted in charge of the dispensary in the Bijni’Raj*Wards Estate.
MaurLavi GHYASUDDIN AHMED : ' ‘May“T'know ‘whéther he hag
joined the service ? S A ety :
Tue How’sLe SEijor ROHINI ‘KUMAR “CHAUDHURI:  Sir, we
have not yet received any joining report.

Mauravi JAHANUDDIN AHMED: Is the Dacdtoria/native of the
‘province ?

I ‘know the name.of the

Daes the
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Tue Hon’sLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: The Doc-
tor who has recently been appointed is a native of the province, but the Doc-
tor who was originally appointed was not a native of the province.

Mavuravi GHYASUDDIN AHMED : May I know whether the Doctor
received any money from the Estate for the purchase of his books and any
stipend while he was a student of the Berry-White Medical School ? ]

TrE Hon’sre Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Yes, Sir,
he received help from the Estate.

Muslim Hostel attached to the Murarichand College

MaurLavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI asked :
251. Will the Hon’ble the Minister ‘in charge of Education please state
whether it is a fact that there is no prayer room 1in the Muslim Hostel
attached to the Murarichand College, Sylhet ? 3
252. Will the Hon’ble Minister of Education, please state whether it
is a fact that there is no common room for the students in any of the hostels,
Hindu and Muslim, attached to the Murarichand College, Sylhet ?

TrE Hon®BLE SHAMs .UL-UraMa Maurana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied :

251. There is no separate prayer room in the Muslim Hostel attached
to the Murarichand College, Sylhet. Studentssay their prayer in their own:
rooms. The question of providing a separate prayer room in the Muslim
‘Hostel is under consideration.

252. There is no common room for students in any of the hostels
attached to the Murarichand College, Sylhet. In some of the hostels,
however, a room is provisionally used as common room when the enrol-
ment falls below 33.

MavLavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI =
May I know what is the arrangement for a common room when the enrol-
ment does not fall below 33 ?

ToHE Hon’sLe SuAMs-UL-UrAma Maurana ABU NASR MD. WA-
HEED: Ifthe enrolment does not fall below 33, then no arrangement
becomes possible.

Mavravi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: Do

overnment consider the desirability of making some arrangement ?
Tre Hon’sLE Szams-uL-Urama Mavrana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED:

We shall take the suggestion of the hon. member into consideration.
Bandemng operations of the Steamer Company at Dibrugarh
SryuT RAJANI KANTA BAROOAH asked :

253. Is it a fact that the bandelling operations of the Steamer Com-
pany at Dibrugarh have been proving detrimental to the town ? If so, do
Government propose to take steps to issue orders preventing the Company
from carrying out bandelling: operations near the town ?

254 (a). Isit a fact that the Government of Assam annually pays to.
the Ste?amcr Company a sum of Rs.5,000 to keep rivers in navigable con-
dition !

(6) If so, do Government exercise any supervision on the mea-
sures adopted by the Steamer Company in that direction ?

(¢); If not, do Government propose to consider the desirahility:
of excrcising such supervision in future 2
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Tueg Hown’ere MAuLavl Sawvip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA

replied :
253.—No.
254 (a)—VYes.
(b)—VYes.

(¢)—More control may be exercised if and when an Irrigation
Division is created in Assam.
Basu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: With regard
to (b), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleas=d to explain the nature of the
supervision exercised by Government over the Steamer Company ?

Tue Hon’sLg MAULAVI SaryiD SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

We have got our Engineers who go out on tour and take care to see how the
bandelling operations of the Steamer Companies are performed.

Operation of the Indian Divorce Act in the Garo Hills District

Mg, JABANG D. MARAK asked :

255. Will Goyernment be pleased to state whether they propose to
s]t)xspcnd the operation of the Indian Divorce Act in the Garo Hills

istrict ?

256. Will Government be pIc_a.s-ed to state whether the Government of
Assam directed the Deputy Commissioner, Garo Hills, to call upon the Garo
Christian Community of the district in order to ascertain whether they are
Veilling dtoncontinne ol be administered according to  the Indian Divorce
A TS ohih as betn in=foLce fqr over half 2 century, or to return to their
primitive heathen custo™ of dn;orce of paying Rs. 60 as dai or compensa-
tion to the non-consenting Party

Tue Hon’sre SriyjuT ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :—

255.—Government do not propose to take such action.

256. —No. ¥

Mr. JABANG D-. MARAIh{: Will Government be pleased to
enquire into the matter whether efDeP“tY.Commi.ssionf:r of Garo Hills is
taking steps to?elicit the opinionsof the different Christian communitics
of the district :

Tue Hox'see Sriyuf ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURT:  Sir, it is
hardly necessary to inquir¢ mnto the matter because the Deputy Commis-
sioner has no jurisdiction in the matter.

Mr. JABANG D. MARAK : May I hope that Government will kindly
inquire into the matter ?

Tre Hon‘re Srijur ROHINI KUMAR C_HAUDHURI : Al right
Sir, I will inquire into the matter, if I know precisely what I am 1o i
about.

Number of medical scholarships tenable at the Calcutta Medical
College

Sryur KAMESWAR DAS asked :

957. Does the Hon’ble Minister in charge_ propose to consider the
desirability of increasing the number of medical scholarships tenable
at the Calcutta Medical College even by a little reduction of the value
of the scholarships as at prescnt fixed, if necessary ?
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Tie How'sLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied:

257, The present number of scholarships and their value was
fixed by the late Government after very full consideration and on
the advice of a Committee consisting of the Inspector General of Civil
Hospitals and four non-official members of the old Assam Legislative
Council. The present Government do not at present propose any change
in the number or value of such scholarships.

Dibrugarh Government Girls’ High School
MRr. NABA KUMAR DATTA asked:

258. Will Government be pleased to state— .

(a) Whether the Dibruga£1 Government Girls’ High School does not
enjoy various holidays and whether - these holidays are ad.ded to
other holidays in order to enjoy an extended period of holidays ?

(b) Whether the Dibrugarh Government Girls’ High School did not
observe the last Doljatra holiday and the Easter holidays and
whether these holidays were added to the Bihu holidays ?

(¢) Ifthe reply to (b) is in the affirmative, will Government be
pleased to state whether it is allowed under the rule ?

Tt HoN’BLE SHAMs-uL-Urama Mavrana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied :

258.(a)—The reply to the first part of the question is in the affirmative,
As to t}(lg)sﬁci’md part, this is not usually done.
—Yes.
(¢)—Yes, subject to the previous approval of the Inspector of
Schools.

MRr. NABA KUMAR DATTA: Withregard to (@) am I to under-
stand that this is done occasionally ? -

Tae HonN’sLe Smams-ur-Urama Mauvrana ABU NASR  MD,
WAHEED : Yes, it is done occasionally.

Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Isita fact that the Inspector
of Schools has issued a circular that local holidays cannot be deferred ?

Tue HoN'BLr Smams-ur-Urama Maurana ABU NASR  MD.
WAHEED: 1 have no information.

Mr. NABA KUMAR DATTA : Isita fact that Dol Jatra and Easter
holidays were added to other holidays by the Head Mistress to suit her own
convenience ?

Tue HoN’BLE = Suams-ur-urama Maurana ABU NASR MD.
WAHEED : . Tam not awariuoli‘ Uthc fact, but if it was done it must have
been done with the approval of the Inspector of Schools.

KHAN SAHIB Mauravi SAIYIDUR RAHMAN: Isit not a fact that
the Headmistress altered the Dol Jatra and Easter holidays to'suit her
convenience to go down to Gauhati?

Tue  HowBLE Smams-ur-UpaMA ~ MAULANA ABU NASR MD.
WAHEED: Iam not aware of the fact but I will make an enquiry.

Mr. NABA KUMAR DATTA: Am I to understand that the
Inspector of Schools has been given the power to alter gazetted holidays ?

Tue HonBLe ~Suams-uL-ULsma Mavrana ABU NASR MD,
WAHEED : Yes, but he should of course obtain orders from the Depart-

ment.
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Knuan Bauapur Mavravi KERAMAT ALI: Has he got the power
to alter gazetted holidays ? _

Tue HonsLE Smams-UL-ULama . Maurana  ABU NASR MD.
WAHEED : Yes, he hasigot the power. _

Mr., NABA KUMAR DATTA : Can he approve of the deferring of
the Dol Jatra and Easter Holidays and attaching them to the Bihu holi-
days ? .

2 Tae How’sLE SHAMS-UL-Urama Mauvrana ABU NASR  MD.
WAHEED : = He can do so within the total number of holidays.

Mr. NABA KUMAR DATTA: Can he change the order of
Government ? :

Tue HonBte Sxams-ur-Urama Maurana ABU NASR MD.
WAHEED: Within the total number of holidays he can give his
approval.

Kuan Samiz Mavravi SAIYIDUR RAHMAN: Was the approval of

the Inspector taken ?
. ToE  How’BLe Smams-ur-Urama Maurava  ABU NASR MD.
WAHEED ; T am not aware of the fact, but the presumption is that it was,

Line System

Sryjur HALADHAR BHUYAN asked )

259. Will Government be pleased to lay on the table of the: Hous= the
copies of the notes made by the successive Deputy Commissioners and the
Commissioners of the Assam Valley Division, on the ‘ Line System ” in the

Nowgong district between the Assamese and the immigrants, since 1923 up
to date ?

Tre Hon’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

259.—As these are not public documents, under the standing rules,
they cannot be placed on the table. = -

Moreover even if they were public documents they could not be
collected in the short space of time available. !

Srijur HALADHAR BHUYAN : What are the standing rules, Sir »

Tue Hon’sLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI ’: -

o - The
answer i$ given here. These are not public documents: the

placed on the table. : ’ Y cannot be
tables'?IJUT HALADHAR BHUYAN :. Why cannot they be placed on the

Troe HowN’srLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHA
refer the hon. member to Rule 23 of the Records Han

Srijur HALADHAR BHUYAN :. The an
collected in the short space of time available *’,

UDHURI: I
ek viould

SWer is  they could not be

cient for the purpose ? Is H_Ot 15 days’ time suffi-
Tue Hon’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAT
think so, Sir. HAUDHURI: I do not

Srijur HALADHAR BHUYAN :  Are not a]
favour of the retention of the * line system > ? all the notesasked for in
Tue Hon’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR
not gone through the records yet, so I cannot say. HAUDHURI: 1 have
Srgur HALADHAR BHUYAN :  How many mo

to place the copies of the notes on the table of the Hou“ths will be required

se ?
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Tre Hox’sie Sryur. ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURjp: I have
already explained that the rules do not allow me to place the documents on
the table of the House as they are not public documents.

Sryur HALADHAR BHUYAN : Were these records called for by
‘the Hon’ble Minister ?

THE Hon’sLeE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : No, I
have not called for any records.

~ Knan Sanm Mauravi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURT : May
T know who promulgated this line system ?
(No reply).

Rural water-supply in Nowgong District

Srijur HALADHAR BHUYAN asked : :
260.(a) Are Government aware that people in many places in the
district of Nowgong are suffering for want of drinking water ?
(b) If so, will Government be pleased to state whether sufficient

measures have been taken to increase the facilities for rural water-supply in
the district ?

THE Hon’sLE REvV. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :
260, (@)—Yes.

. .. {6)—A sum of Rs.20
improvement of water-su
Government of India for
has been promised by the
will, along with others, ha

,000 was allotted to the Nowgong district for
pply from the special grant received from the
rural development in 1935-36, A further grant
Government of India and the Nowgong district
ve its share in due course.

Ayurvedic system of medical treatment

gRIJUT GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked :

61.(a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Medical Department

aware that the majority of the A ieperl F i A :
system of medjcal trcatyment? PrOpIEf A ey 1/ oe s

(6) Have Government d
spread this system of treatment?

2. Will Governmen
Ayurvedic Dis

one anything so far to encourage and
If so, what? If not, why not?

y t be pleased to consider the question of providing
963 ispensaries through Local.and Municipal Boards?

i INxthda View to encourage this system of treatment will Govern-
Gauhat;;,? cased to consider the question of opening an  Ayurvedic School at

TH o )
261 () oLE REY. J. . M. NICHOLS-ROY replied -
PEOPIE Of the o G- MMENt are aware that a considerable proportion of the
sy Province are treated on the Ayurvedic system.

‘b)—-—Pl‘acu'caHy nothi i
OV 5 ng. Funds have so f: oved inadequate t
provide fully for the existing State Medical Tnstitutions,. . - - o o

SR ‘ :
pledse tgﬁTustvl}lglfe SANTA ‘TALU_KDAR :Will the Hon’ble Minister
o T Flok'nrs RE??“}PR&‘ practically nothing ” ?

ir.

- NICHOLS-ROY: That is the answer,
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Srijur GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : ¢ Practically nothing *
means that at least something has been done, but may we know what has
been done, Sir ?

Tre Hox’BLE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY . Scholarships were
awarded to two sons of a Kabiraj.

Tue Hon'BLE Mauravi Sarvio S;zr MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

The reply is that Government has spent very little. First, in order to
modernise the Ayurvedic system of treatment, and in order 2 to encourage
the children of Kabiraje, Government gave a few scholarships tenable at the
Berry-White Medical School to enable the students to understand the theory
of scientific treatment through allopathy. Some such scholars have gone
back to their old system. Then Government have time and often paid from
their discretionary allotment sums to students undergoinz ayurvedic instruc-
tion in Calcutta.

Srjur GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : Are Government pre-
pared to make any further contribution ?

TaeE Hon’BLE MauLavi Sarvip SiRe MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : If
funds permit, certainly.

Sryur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Do Government propose to
start this system in villages ?

Tre Hon’srLE MauLvi Sarvio Stk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: No,
Sir. :
Sryur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Isit a fact that the Hon’ble
Chief Minister promised 2 grant to a certain young man studying in
Calcutta ?

Tae Hox’sLE MauLavi Savip. SlIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I
think the hon. member is rcfcr.rmg to a very deserving young man from the
district from which my hon. friend comes who has been reading in the
Govinda Sundari Ayurvedic College in Calcutta by public charity. I
contributed my little mite, and I advised him to apply to the then Minister
of the Local Self-Goyernment and Medical for help from the discretionary
grant. I myself while I was in charge of the Department helped such
students. '

Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA :  Is the Hon’ble Chief Minister
prepared to give him further aid :

Tue Hon’ble MAULAVI SArviD SR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I
know that he is a very promising young man, and if the discretionary grant
which will be coming up before the House shortly is passed by the House
that boy will surely receive help. (Applause).

Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Isita fact that the boy who
is joining a research class has been given some hope of assistance by the
Hon’ble Chief Minister ?

Tue Hon’sLE Mauravi Sarvip Sk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : No,

Sryjur GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : Could we expect Govern-
ment to make a beginning to encourage the system of Ayurvedic treat-
ment by .granting some scholarships to students for study in Ayurvedic
colleges instead of sending them to the Berry-White Medical School ?

Tue Hox’BLe MAuLAvi Saryip SiR  MUHAMMAD SAADULLA::
When funds permit we intend to encourage both systems of Unani and
Kaviraji.

Tue Hon’sre Rev. J.J. M. NIGHOLS-ROY replied ;

262.—This is a matter on which the Local Bodies themselves can take the
initiative. .
263.—The reply is in the negative.

Sir
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Newspaper caption r¢ happenings in Sonekuchi Mauza
Srijur SIDDHI NATH SARMA asked :—

264. Has the attention of the Hon’ble Minister in charge been drawn to

an article under caption “afiq #«14®4¢ Yfe” published in the “Tindinia
Assamiya” of the 4th May 1937 ?

26_5. Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge aware that hm_xscs, grza:naries and
belongings of 7 families of village Sonekuchi mauza Paschim Borigog, thana

Rangia in the district of Kamrup, were completely burnt down on the 15th-

April last and those of the two families were burnt down partly ?

266. Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge aware that'a Local Relief Com-
mittee was formed to give immediate relief to the distressed families ?

267. Has the Hon’ble Minister in charge received any resolution from
the relief committee urging Government for relief of these families ?

_ 268. Has the Hon’ble Minister in charge done anything towards the
relief of the distressed families ?

269. If not, does the Hon’ble Minister in charge propose to enquire into
the matter immediately and give immediate relief to the sufferers ?

Tue Hox’sLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :—

. 264.—The article was not brought to the notice of Government before
this question was received.

Mr. NABA KUMAR DATTA: May I ask the Hon’ble Minister if
he reads the ¢ Tindinya Assamiya 2

THE Hon’sLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Does the
question arise, Sir ?

MRr. NABA KUMAR DATTA: He says that the article was not
brought to his notice. Does not he read the ¢ Tindinya Assamiya »’?

THE Hon’sLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : I repeat
Sir, that the article was not brought to the notice of Government. :

MR, NABA KUMAR DATTA: The article appeared on the 4th May

*1937. From this am I to understand that he does not read the “Tindin-

ya Assamiya_ 22

THe Hon’sre Sryjur ROHINI KUMAR GHAUDHURI: If the
hon. member is enquiring of me as a Member of Government, my reply is
that the article was not brought to the notice of Government officially.
Is the hon. member enquiring about my personal habits ?

THE Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : Yes, personal habits as a member of,
Government. -

MRr. NABA KUMAR DATTA : Yes, Sir, as a member of Government,

THE Hon’sre Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Asa
member of Government, this was not brought to the notice of Government,
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Tue Hon’BLE Srjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

265—269.—Government are prepared to accept  the facts as stated by
the hon. member. No resolution or other information was received by
Government and there is nothing to show: that the damage caused was in the
nature of a widespread calamity, provisions for the relief of which are contain-
ed in Executive Instructions 101-112 at pages- 180-184 of the Land Revenue
Manual : it seems rather to fall under the category of a private calamity for
the relief of which the Deputy Commissioner possesses powers under -Execu~
tive Instruction 113. At this distance of time Government da not propose to
make any further enquiry.

Srijur SIDDHI NATH SARMA : Will the Hon’ble Minister define
for the information of the House, what is widespread calamity and what is
private calamity ?

Tue Hon’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : If the
hon. member will please read Exccutive Instructions 101-112 at pages 180-
184 of the Assam Land Revenue Manual, as well as Executive Instruction
113, he will get some idea of what is widespread calamity and what is
private calamity.

Srryjur SIDDHI NATH SARMA : I have got some idea; but it is not.
defined here what is widespread calamity and what is private calamity.

Tue Hon’sie Sripjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I am
unable to make it clear any further. If the hon. member first reads them.
and then comes to the House and says this, I shall explain it.

Srijur SIDDHI NATH SARMA : I read them, Sir.

THE Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : The Hon’ble Minister said that he was.
unable to make it clear. I think the matter ends there.

Srijur MAHI CHANDRA BORA : Sir, the Hon’ble Minister has:.
stated thatt his matter was not brought to the notice of Government.
May I know what are the agencies or who are the persons who generally
bring these matters to the notice of Government ?

Toe Hon’sLe Srjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : T have™not.
received any complaint and no copy of the resolution was sent to Go-
vernment. It is for the person aggrieved and their sympathisers to complain.
or send resolutions.

Number of persons in the Police Department and

the strength of the
Assamese

Srijur KAMESWAR DAS asked :—

270. Will the Hon’ble Minister for Law and Order please state the total
strength of (¢) Deputy Superintendents of Police, (i) Inspectors of Police,
(#if) Sub-Inspectors of Police and (iv) Assistant Sub-Inspectors of Police in
Assam and the strength of the Assamese in each of the above ?
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i'de Hon’BLE Mauravi Sarvip S;ir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
l'Cpl o

270.—A statement is laid on the table.
The number of Assistant Sub-Inspectors of Police belonging to the
Assam Valley Districts is not readily available.

Statement showing the total strength of (i) Deputy Superintendents of Police, (ii) Ins-
pectors of Police, (tii) Sub-Inspectors of Police and (iv) Assistant Sub-Inspectors
of Police in Assam and the strength of the Assamese in each of the above.

Rank The sanctioned strength The strength of  Remarks
mese
(1) Deputy Superinten- 10 5

dents of Police.

(1) Inspectors of Police 47 (including 1 23
post for the Police
Training School
held in abeyance).

(#1f) (a) Sub-Inspectors of 274 (including 2 112 33 posts are
Police Unarmed posts for the Police vacant.
Branch. Training School

held in abeyance).

(b) Sub-Inspectors of 16 (including 1 2 Assamese of
Police Armed  post for the Police ~Assam V_allcy.
Branch. Training School 1 Kachari of

held in abeyance). North Cacl .

(¢) Supernumerar y 24 9 2 posts arc
Pro ba ti on vacant.
Sub-In spectors
of Police.

(d) Probationary Sub- 12 1
Insp_ectors under

raining at

Sardah, Bengal.

(iv) Assistant Sub-Inspec- 371 (including 1 The figures are
G post for the Police not available.
Training School
g held in abeyance).
Sejur KAMESWAR DAS - May I enquire why the number of

Assistant Sub-Inspectors of Police is not readily available ?

THE .H:O-N’BLE Mauravt Sarvio Slir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Because, Sir, it has got to be collected from the districts, and owing to the
ghort time we had at our disposal we could not collect it.

Munsiffs’ Courts at Maulvibazar

BABU Df\KSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHOUDHURI asked :
271. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) Whether there are two permanent Munsiff’ Courts at Maulvi-

bazar ?
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(b) If the answer is in the affirmative, is it.a fact that thews was on
one court from November 1936 to May 1937 ? ‘
(c) If so, why the Court was removed and do Government know that
tht}j f_cnr;oval has caused great inconvenience ta the litigant
ublic ?
272. WillpGovernment be pleased to state—

the income and expenditure of each Munsiff’s Court in the
Province and the number of suits instituted and executions and

miscellaneous proceedings in each Court ?

Trr Hon'sLe Srjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

271.(a)—Yes. ,
b)—There was only one Court at Maulvibazar from 2nd January

1937 to May 1937, and not from November 1936.

(¢)—The Munsiff of the 1st Court at Maulvibazar was sent on depu-
tation to Habiganj to act as a 4th Court, from 2nd January 1937, under
orders of the Hon’ble High Court. Government are of opinion that this did
not cause any inconvenience to the litigant public in Maulvibazar as there
was another Munsiff to cope with the work.

279.—A statement for the year 1936 is laid on the Library table for

the information of hon. members.

Number of criminal cases tried in Barpathar and Sarupathar mauzas

Srgur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA asked : 4
273. Will Government be pleased to state the number of c_rmunal
cases of Barpathar and Sarupathar mauzas tried under the Mikir Hills

Tracts Regulations up to March 1937 ? :
Tre Hon’sLe MAuLAvI Saryip SR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

273.—The number of criminal cases of Barpathar and Sarupathar
mauzas tried under the Mikir Hills Tracts Regulations in' 1936 was 71 and

that for the current calendar year up to March is 16.
Srijur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA : Sir, the answer to my' question
No. 273 has not been complete. Am I to understand that till 1936 these

people were tried under the ordinary Criminal Law ?
Tur Hon’sLE MAULAVI SArviD SR MUHAMMAD' SAADULLA : Sir,

that is our report. In an earlier question the hon. n'_lembcr stated on his
own personal experience that till 1935 people were trled_ under the ordinary
Criminal Law. I promised that T would make an enquiry.

Golaghat Local Board

Srijur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA asked :

974, Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge. be pleased to state—
(a) Whether the Golaghat Local Board used to contribute Rs.20
to the Municipal Board, Golaghat, for the maintenance of a
Middle Vernacular School in the _Town ?
b) If so, since when this sum was contng’)uted ?
(¢) When this contribution was stopped ?
975. Is it a fact that this contribution was granted as the majority of

boys of Middle Vernacular classes came from the Local Board area ?
4 276. is it a fact that the Director of Public Instruction recommended

in his inspection remarks, dated 19th November 1934, on Golaghat Town
Middle VPcrnacula.r Schoc’:l, for a sum of Rs.40 a month ?
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277. Do Government propose to ascertain’ whether the number of boys
has decreased since the time when the grant was discontinued ?

278. If the answer to 277 isin 'the negative, do Government proposc
to direct the Local Board to continue the grant from the month it was dis-
continued ? 3

THe Hox’srk Rev. J.J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

274, {ag-—-ch.
b)—From 1st April 1935. N 3

(c)—Apparently quite recently, but Government has no information
as to the exact date.

275.—Yes.

276.—Yes.

277.—The reply is in'the negative,

278.—The question of giving or withdrawing a grant is, undey sub-
section (2) of Section 54 of the Assam Local Self-Government Act, primarily
a matter for the Local Board to decide and Government are not prepared
to interfere.

Srijur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: Will the Hon’ble Minister see
that the wrong done to the Municipality by not contributing that sum by
the Local Board be redressed ?

Tae Hon’sre Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : How can the Minis-

ter sece to that ? el
Srijur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA : Whether the Hon’ble Minister

is prepared to instruct the Director of Public Instruction to ask the Local

Board to contribute the sum ?
THe Hon’sLe Riv. 7. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Thp reply is very plain
Sir. The question of giving or withdrawing a grant is, upder_ sub-section
(2) of section 54 of the Assam Local Self-Government Act, primarily a matter
for the Local Board to decide and Government are not p}‘cpared to interfere.
In this matter the Local Board has power to give or withdraw the grant.
Srijur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA : But if the Board persists in

doing a wrong, will not Government interfere ? . ;
Tue HoN’sLE REv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : It 1s very doubtful,

Sir, whether the Local Board has done wrong because it docs according to
power laid down in the Act.

Payment of tolls in the ghats, ferries and bridges
Seyur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA asked:

279. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) the names of persons exempted from the payment of tollsin

the ghats, ferries and bridges ?

(b) Whether the members of the Legislatures are exempted from
the payment of such tolls and if not, do Government
propose to include them in the list of exempted persons ?

280. Is it a fact that the ferries in the Public Works Department’
ghats are plied from the month of May in the district of Nowgong ?
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THE HoN’BLE MAULAVI SATYID SR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

279. (@) A list of persons exempted will be found in Appendix B
to the Rules under the Northern India Ferries Act and clause 11 of
the form of lease for toll bridges which have been placed on the
Library Table.

() No. The matter is under the consideration of Government.
c2180. Yes, except the Dharamtul Ferry which is open all the year
round.

Srjur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Are Government aware
that these ferries are not necessary in the month of May in the district of
Nowgong ?

T Hon’sLe Mauravi Sarvio SRPMUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
That is not our report.

Sryur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Are Government aware
that the Local Board ferries are plied from the month of June ?

THE How’BLE MaurLavi Saryio SiR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
No, Sir, I am not aware of that.

Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Will instructions be issued to
the Department in the District to ply ferries from the month of June in case
they are not necessary in the month of May ?

THE Hon’BLE MAULAVI SAIVID SIR MUIIAMMAD SAADULLA :
These are days of retrenchment, and we will take particular care to see that
no money is wasted.

Sryur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Isitnot also the duty of

vernment to see that the ferries are not plied to realise money from the
Poor raiyats ?

Tue Hon’srLe [Mauravi Sarvio S MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

Ii{ the ferries are not necessary, Government will not start ferries on these
Places,

Preparation of list of defence lawyers for pauper accused in Sylhet
Mavravi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY asked :

281. Is it a fact that the list of defence lawyers for pauper accused is
prepared by the District Magistrate and then sent to the Session Judge ?
i 282. (a) Isit a fact that the Assam-Bengal Lawyers conference held in
ast March at Dacca, has passed a resolution to the effect that the defence of
© Pauper accused should be left to the choice of the accused ? (b) If so, do
Vernment propose to give effect to it ?
sion 28};3-(3) Is it a fact that in the district of Sylhet, the Dep_uty Co_mmis-
th i ‘a3 ordered the Public Prosccutor to distribute the criminal briefs to
e listed Pleadt_ﬁrs by rotation ?
abeci (6) Is it a fact that the Government Pleader, Sylhet, has been given
02ute discretion for distribution of civil briefs ?
e g‘!- If the answer to question 283(b) is in the affirmative, will Govern-
© Pleased to state who has issued this order ?



671

Tre Hon’sLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

281.—No.
282. (a)—VYes, but the resolution confined itself to undefended murder
cases in the Sessions Court.
(b)—Yes, Government are taking steps to give effect to it.
283. (a)—Yes, with regard to the briefs for conduct of prosecution in
criminal cases in the magisterial court.
(b)—No.
284.—The question does not arise.

Betting in Shillong Races
Basu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked :

285. (a) Do Government propose to enquire and state the total amount
of betting in Shillong race course each year and who are the organisers of the
betting ?

£ () Do Government propose to enquire and state the total amount

of profits of betters who are unconnected with the organisers ?

(¢) Isita fact that the organisers belong to a Club or Association
of which high officials are members ?

(d) Will Government please state whether they intend to hold an
enquiry into this betting affair ? 3

(¢) Has Government considered the effect of these bettings on the
morality of the people ? If so, what are its conclusions ?

Tue HON’BLE Mauravi Sarvio Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA rep-
lied :

285. (a)—Government do not propose to make the enquiry suggested as
the race course is situated in Siem’s territory and as the_: racing is conducted
by a private concern. There are no organisers of betting, but. as usual dur-
ing race meets, a totalisator is run and a few book-makers are licensed by
the concern to take moderate bets. Government underst-and that the racing
generally is administered by the Stewards and Race Officials. 5 :

(b)—In view of the reply to (a) above, Government do n}c; propose
to enquire into “profits of betters” and they consider that any such enquiry

would be impracticable.
(¢)—Government un:

and race officials, only 2 are hig
(d)—No.  Betting on a racc Cours

course itself does not fall in British India.
(e)—No.

derstand that out of a total of 16 Stewards
h officials under this Government.
e is not illegal, and the race

Proscription of a drama to be staged by Ex-students Dramatic
Association of Sunamganj

Basu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked :
286. (a) Isita fact that a drama written by Babu Chandra Binode Das,

M.A., B.L., 2 Sunamganj Pleader, was released by the Sunamganj Ex-students
Dramatic Associatien for representation on the stage in the year 1935 ?
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(8) Is it a fact that it was first allowed by the Subdivisional Officer,
Sunamganj, to be staged ?

(c) Isit a fact that subsequently the stage representation was
disallowed" and if so, will Government please (1) mention the name of
the officers who recommended this proscription and (2) state whether the
drama is a historical one ?

(d) Will Government please state what objection there is in the
drama for which it has been proscribed ? :

(¢) Was the drama written in jail and passed by the jail authorities ?

THE Hon’sLe Mauravi Saiyip SIR  MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

286.(a)—VYes. el
(8)—No order of the Subdivisional Officer, Sunamganj, ecither
allowing or prohibiting the performance of the said drama can be traced.
(¢) and (d)—Does not arise.
& vernment have no information.

Kachugaon and Haltugaon Forest Ranges
SrRyUT JOGENDRA NARAYAN MANDAL asked :

287. Will Government be pleased to state — :

(1) The number and names of Head Guards, Forest Supervisors,

Foresters, Rangers, Deputy Rangers and Forest Extra Assistant

onservators in -the Kachugaon and Haltugaon forest ranges
stating thercin their service periods, monthly pay, and home
districts” ?

(2) The number and names of clerks in the Haltugaon and Kachu-
gaon forest ranges and also in the Dhubri Forest Office stating
therein their service periods, monthly pay and home districts ?

(3) The number of vacancies which occurred in these posts during
the last three years ?

(8) The number of appointments made and the names of the persons
appointed during the last three years ?

(5) Whether Government proposc to make enquiriesin regard to
the fact that the claims of the people of the district of Goalpara
to the postsin (1) and (2) above have been neglected ?

H’:'dﬂx Hon’BLE SHAMS-UL-UrLAMA MAULANA ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
rep. g

. . 287. (1) and (2)—A statement is laid on the Library table for the
information of members.

(3)—Twenty-nine.

4)—Twenty-nine appointments were made and the names of _persons
APpointed are included in the statement laid on the Library table in reply
:]9 ?t;cstion 2(1) and (2). Eighteen of them are natives of the Goalpara

Istrict,

(5)—No. The recruitment to these posts is made on a communal basis

for the whole province and not on a district basis.
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Appointments in Civil Courts, Sylhet

Basu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked :

288.(a) Has the attention of the Government of Assam been d-awn to
the editorial comments of the Sylhet Chronicle, dated 3rd May 1937, and to
an - article published in the Janasakti, dated 19th May 1937, about
gr:ﬁ:ratngcs against office appointments and transfers in Civil Courts in

yinet !

Tue How’sLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :
288.(a)—Yes, :

Amaunt of revenue and local rates paid by Zemindars of Goalpara
and Sylhet to the Government

Mauvrana, ABDUL HAMID KHAN: asked :
289. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Department
be pleased to- state—

(7) The amount of revenue and local  rates paid to Government
by the Zamindars of the districts of Goalpara and Sylhet res-
pectively and the arecas of land settled with them ?

(i7) The area of uncultivated lands in the Garo Hills ?

290. Do Government propose to give in scttlement the uneultivated
lands in the Garo Hills to intending settlers ? '

291. Isit a fact that a large area of khash lands in different parts of
Goalpara district are being possessed and enjoyed by the Zamindars without
scttlement and payment of revenue to Government ?

THE HoN’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURT replied :
289.(3)—The figures of 1343 B.S. arc given below—

D.iltrict Area of land in Land revenue  Local rates
acres
Rs: Rs,
Goalpara ... i e AR 410 1,05,830 1,64,801
Sylhet ... 2399,882 3,59,341 2,31,461

(i1)—Sixteen lakhs ninty-eight thousand twe hundred and twenty-

one acres representing cultivable waste land other than f.all()W,l
290.—Government are not aware of any cases in which settlement has
been refused to intending settlers and they are at liberty to apply to the

Deputy Commissioner, :
. 291.—Government have no information:: if the hon. member would
give details, an enquiry could be made. As the hon. member ig aware,

there is no record-of-rights for the district at present.
Khan Bahadur Abu Nasar Md. Yahia’s Estate
MauLAvi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURI asked :

292. Will Government be pleased to state the gross and net i
of Khan Bahadur Abu Nasar Md. %)(ahia’s estate ? 2 o TS
~ 293. Isit a fact that under the terms. of the wakf, the Mutewali is to
pay Rs. 2,000 each year for stipends and scholarships for the Madrassa
students, Sylhet ? If so, will Government be pleased to state whether this

is being paid regularly, if not, wh d if 1 o]
::l;;t Py % P g ¥, » Why, an any lesser ameunt is paid, at
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i it is a fact that
294. Will Government be pleased to state .whcthcr it is a :
while the Mu;awali has sanctioned the increment in the pay ofa certain
officer of the estate, allowance of Rs. 25 provided for the payment to the
spiritual guide of the late Wakif Khan Bahadur A. M. Yahia, has been
time ?
StopF’ZeQdS for\i})iﬁué}olg:arnment be pleased to state whether they propose to
place before the District Judge, Sylhet, the estate being a wakf one, the
ear ?

bUngC;g ; t}\ffilf%it\(:e?;zgn}:: be pleased to state the number and the names
of the H£crate employees of -the estate with their respective pay ?

TuE Hon’sLE SuaMs-UL-UramMa Maurana ABU NASR MD, WAHEED
replied :

292—296—The questions relate to the administration of a private wakf. -

i i i tion may apply to
0y one interested who has a legal right to ask for mfo?ma
the Deputy Gomfnis:goner, Sylhe%, who is the Mutawalli. Government cannot
reply to questions dealing with private wakfs.

Introduction of compulsory Primary Education

BaBy LALIT MOHAN KAR asked : 3 - %
297. Will Government be pleased to state if, at all, since the }?;sn 5
ing of the Primary Education Actin Assam, Government had any sc s
for giving a trial to the principle of compulsory primary education in
selected area within the Province ? - T
298. If the reply is in the affirmative, will Government be pleased to lay
on the table the scheme at their disposal ? J
299. If the reply is in the negative will Government be pleased to sta c?
they propose to formulate and publish any such scheme ? If not, why not ¢

1THE HoN’BLE SHAMS-UL-Urama Maurana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied : !
& 297.—Yes. Altogether 7 schemes have been submitted by local authori-
ties since the Act came into force. For financial reasons, however, local
authorities have found it impossible to proceed with the schemes. .
298.—The details of the schemes are too voluminous to be laid on the
table but if the hon. member is interested in any particular scheme I should
be glad to discuss it with him.
299.—This does not arise,

Assam Teachers Conferemce

Sryur BHUBAN CHANDRA GOGOI asked :

300. Has the attention of Government been drawn to the grievances
mentioned in all Assam Teachers Conference of the teachers of the Primary
Schools ?

301. If so, will Government be pleased to state, what steps they propose
to take ? .

TraE Hon’BLE SHAMS-UL-ULAMA MAurana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied ;

300.—Yes. :

301.—The proceedings of the conference have only recently been receiv-
ed and the matfer is under consideration, .
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Sarapathar and Barpathar Mauzas

Serur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA asked :

302. Will Government be pleased to state (a) when the areas known as
Saru-pathar and Barpathar Mauzas were split up into three Mauzas, viz.,
Naojan, Kordoiguri and Rengma Pathar ?

() What was the area of each Mauza then ?

(¢) Whether there was a Mauza called the Barpathar Mauza before
the creation of these three Mauzas ? If so, when this Mauza first came
into existence ?

303. Is it a fact that in the days of Sir Henry Cotton, the then
Chief Commissioner of Assam, there was a circular issued by him regarding
the settlement of lands of these Mauzas ? If so, will Government be pleased
to lay a copy of the same on the table ?

304. Will Government be pleased to state—

(2) whether these mauzas were under the Mikir Hills Tracts then ?

(b) the procedure in force then regarding the Criminal and Civil

administration in these mauzas ?

(¢) when were these three Mauzas amalgamated into one Mauza

again, called the Barpathar Mauza ?

(d) when was the Barpathar Mauza again split up into Barpathar

and Sarupathar Mauzas ?

(e) when were these Mauzas, Barpathar and _Sarupathar, first

brought under the Mikir Hill Tracts Regulations ?

Tue Hon’sre Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

302.(a)—In 1905. ;
(b)—Naojan—34 sq. miles.
Kordoiguri—31 sq. miles.

R —32 sqg. miles. ST
ek fﬂfrf;, g 531 e first part of the question 1s in the affirmative.

It has not been possible to trace papers showing when this mauza first came

into existence. The earliest rccord of it obtainable isin 1887. .
303.—A copy of Notification No.962-R., dated t.hc 25th March. 1897, is

laid on the Library table. This refers to only a portion of the area in ques-

tion and was issued at a time when the threc mauzas mentioned above had

not come into existence. :
304.(a)—The area in question at that time formed a part of the Naga

i istrict.
Hills d:st(r;;:_Thcy were administered under the rules framed for the admi-

nistration of the Naga Hills district under section (6) of the Scheduled

Districts Aect, 1874. 1 : L
(¢)—In 1908 Naojan and Rengma were amalgamated with Kordoi-

guri mauza and this mauza in its turn was amalgamated with Barpathar
mauza in 1911. x
(d)—The orders for splitting up Barpathar mauza into Barpathar

and Sarupathar were issued on 10th January 1933. .
{e)—Since the creation of the Mikir Hills Tract in 1907,

Loan given by Government of Assam to the Co-operative Banks
Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA asked :
305. Will Government be pleased to state the total loan of the Govern-
ment of Assam and the amount lent by the Government to the Assam Pro.
vincial Bank for distribution among the Co-operative Banks of the Province !
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306. Will Government be pleased to state the rate of interest for each
of the ahove | 7 '

gﬁi.owilloégiemmcnt be pleased to state what portion of the above
loan was raised in the province itself ? .

308. Will Government be pleased to state the total lpan 1§sued by the
Government of Assam under the head “Agriculture’” and what is the rate of

i 1 ? , :
mtcrgi]tst l\C/G;:l?nGovernmen1; be pleased to state the total number of Village

Banks in the province, and the total debt of ryots in these Banks ?

Toe Hon’sre MauLAavi SAviD Sik MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
feplied :

205.—Tt is not clear what loan the hon. member is referring to in the
first pa?t ofI ;nsS question  If he means loans n_1ade by _thc (}overrcllment 1oE‘
Assam, the outstanding balance on the 1st April 1937 is estimale b toh be
T15.13,13 vids page 73 of the budget memorandum. If however the 0}11.
thember is referring to the debt due by the Government of Assam, the
amount outsta.ndir?g on the 1st April 1937 according to the revised . estimate
for 1936-37 is Trs.46,78. It is however likely that when the final accounts
for 1936-37 are received. this debt will not be more than Trs.32,00.

No loan has been issued to the Assam Provincial Bank in. recent years.
A loan of Rs.25,000 at 6 per cent.per annum was sanctioned in 1921 and was
quYSrgg.a—“-l'I‘lI—?elfaii. of interest on loans made by thc.Govemment of Assafp
varies from 5 to 6} per cent. On the debt outstanding. on _the Ist. April
1937 and which has to be repaid to the Government of India inn 1938-39 the
rate of interest is 2 per cent. per annum. .

307.—No loan have been raised in the provinee. ; :

308.—The actual balance of the loans issued under the ‘“Agriculturists
Loans Act’”’ outstanding on _the 1st April 1937 was Trs.7,38. The rate of
1 -
mergg;.ls—ﬁ'lih%etroiz?;umbcr of co-operative societies on the 31st March
1936 was 1301 and the total debt due by people to these societies on that
date was Rs.21,08,383. The figures of debt owed by ryots are not separately
available.

Lands reserved as village forests

Srijur JOGESCHANDRA GOHAIN asked :

310. Isit a fact that before the last re-settlement, lands were reserved
as “Village Forests ”” wherefrom the villagers used to get supply of many of
their necessities of every-day use e.g., fuel, canes, thatch, timber, etc.? !

311. Will Government be pleased to state whether these * Village
Fc}zt‘es;:s * are still in existence ? If not, when they were abolished and
why ?

312. Is it a fact that they were abolished for the reason that the rules
framf?d for preservation of the « Village Forests ” were not duly observed by
the villagers ? " . 5

313. If'so, did Government make any attempt to enforce the said rules

s0; how ? ' If not, why ?
r 'I-rl:iHE Hon’sLE Suams-uL-Urama Maurana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
Cphiied :
310.—Ves,
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311:—No. All the'areas reserved as village forests in the plains “districts
of the Assam Valley were cancelled in 1932, because most of these village
forests had not served the purpose for which they were constituted and the
rules for their management proved inoperative.

312.—Yes.

313.—Village "forests were managed either by a village committee
appointed by the Deputy Commissioner or by the Village Authority. These
agencies were found to be ineffective for the purpose. Under the rules
regarding village forests, neither the Forest Department mnor the Land
Records staff had any hand in the matter, With the cancellation of the
rules, the control of the areas passed to the Dzputy Commissioner, who had
pawer to exclude from scttlement any area which served for the supply of
fuel, and to safeguard it through his Land Records staff.

Professor of Physics in the Muravichand College

Mavravi  Dewan  MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY
VIDYABINODE asked :

314, Will Government please state how and why Mr. Sharaf Uddin
Ghaudhury, M. Sc., was removed from service, after his officiating service
for two years as a Professor of Physics in the Murarichand College, Sylhet ?

315. Isit a fact that after the removal of Mr. Sharaf Uddin Chaudhury
a Second Class Hindu candidate was recruited in the Assam Educational
Service, in the Cotton College, Gauhati ?

316. Do Government propose to appoint 2 Muslim in the place of
Mr. R. R. Thomas, A.E.S., transferred to the Public Service
Commission ?

Tue Hon’BLE SHAMS-UL-Urama Maurana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied :

p 314.—Mr. Sharaf Uddin Chaudhury was not remo_ved from service.
He acted at various times in leave vacancies but such acting arrangements
ceased on the return of the permanent incumbents. )

315.—The hon. member is referring apparcn;ly to the appointment of
Babu Manindra Mohan Deb as Lecturer in Physics in the Cotton College.
His degree is not a Second Class but a First Class First.

316.—The matter is under consideration.

Cost of electric current consumed in the Murarichand College

Mauravi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURE
asked :
317. Will Government be pleased to state—
(z) What isthe cost (actual) of electric current consumed in the
Murarichand College, Sylhet ?
(i) What is the fee collected for the same from the students ?

TuE HoN’BLE SHAMS-UL-Urama Mauvrana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied : .
. 317. (i) and (ét}—For the year 1936-37 the actual cost of current is
reported wbe Rs.:1,948 and maintenance charges Rs.282. The fees
realized from the students during the same period amounted to Rs.3,156,
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Procedure regarding payment of revenue by Tea Gardens

Mr. NABA KUMAR DATTA asked:
318. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) When was the system introduced under which the tea garden
revenues are directly paid to the Government treasury instead
of being collected by the Mauzadars ?

(6) Are there any Mauzadars who still collect tea garden
revenues ?

(¢) If the reply to (&) isin the affirmative, what is the reason
of this differential treatment under which these Mauzadars
are still allowed to collect tea garden revenues ?

319. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) Whether the three-anna rebate of land revenue was granted
only to some tea gardens, and not to all in 1935-36 and
1936-37 ? If so, why ?

(b) Ifit is a fact that Government granted the said rebate only
to the tea gardens recommended by the Indian Tea Licensing
Committee ?

{¢) If the reply to (b) is in the affirmative—

(i) Whether the Indian Tea Licensing Committee was given

this privilege of recommendation ? If so, why ?

(iz) Whether the tea gardens to whom the rebate was granted

were selected in a general meeting of the Tea Licensing
Committee or by the Joint Controller himself ?

(iii) On what basis the selection was mzadc 5 h

Tae Hon’sie Srgur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

318. (a)—The holders of grant of land leased under section (I) of
the old Settlement Rules or earlier special rules always used to pay
their revenue direct into the treasury. In 1928 however it was decided
that land settled under section II after that date with tea garden
managers should not be amalgamated with the mauza and the holdes
thereof should l:;{;c required to pay revenue direct into the treasury.

(b)—-Yes.

(g))—The mauzadars who in 1928 enjoyed the privilege of collect-
ing tea garden revenues and when they are succeeded by members of
their families, their successors continue to enjoy this privilege. When
however mauzas are split up or mauzadars are succeeded by other than
membhers of their own families, this privilege is withdrawn.

319. (a)—Yes. The hon. member’s attention is drawn to Resolution
No.3824-R., dated 14th November 1934, in which it was explained that
Government did not consider the continuance of remission in regard to Jand
revenue to be justified in the case of lands held by tea concerns which had
been classed as economic units by the Indian Tea Licensing Committee
and could be presumed to have reached a remunerative stage of develop-
ment., ;

(b)—The rebate is granted ozly to those gardens classed by the
Indian Tea Licensing Committee as non-economic units.

(¢)()—The Committee was not asked to recommend which
gardens should receive rebate of land revenue. In the ordinary course of
their duties they classified gardens as economic and non-economic units since
they were in the best position to gauge the financial position of tea gardens.

(11)—Government have no definite information but it appears
from the correspondence that the classification of estates was made in a
general reeting of the Tea Licensing Committee,
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(##i)—The definition of economic unit laid down by the Committee
was a t:a garden of 150 acres under tea in the casc' of estates owned by a
proprietor or propriciors and 300 acres under tea in the case of an estate or
estates owned by a limited liability company. '

Mr. NABA KUMAR DATTA: May T enquire if Government
a.sl_ied the Indian Tea Licensing Committee to divide the gardens on . econo-
mic units?

THE Hon’sLE THE SPEAKER : The time is up. We shall take it up
next day. :

FLOODS IN NORTH LAKHIMPUR

Srijur SARVESWAR BARUA: Sir, I have given notice of a short
notice question regarding a sudden and severe calamity that has befallen
my subdivision on account of an unusually high flood............

Tue Hon’sLE THE SPEAKER : Yes, I have scen 1t and the attention of
the Hon’ble Revenue Minister has been drawn to 1t.

Srijur SARVESWAR BARUA: I shall feel much obliged if the Reve-
nue Minister will make a statement, if he has to_make any, regarding that
calamity to-day. Otherwise we shall have to wait till Monday.

Tue Hon’sre Srjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: If you
permit me, I shall make a statement.

Sir, a telegram was received day before yesterday by the Revenue
Secretary at Shillong and this telegram was brought to my notice yester-
day. That telegram is from the Deputy Gommissioner of Lakhimpur and it
sayg— > :

Y Subdivisional Officer Lakhimpur North wire begins......Runganadi in
high flood since yesterday forenoon water passmgbovgr T“énk Road east of
Runganadi submerging adjoining villages Kamala a;'z road breached 6th
miles bund near Thana breached flooding part of town several breaches
local board road necessary reliefs given flood subsiding since this morning

detailed report follows ends.” . :
On r'cceil;at of this telegram we have sent m:fth?; > ?ddéﬁﬂy tokthe
e hi ur in oraer VO1 clay, as in
Subdivisional Officer, North Lakhimp operty has been lost and <what, IB{'_

him to inform us by wire if any life or pr el
i atuitous relief is necessary. And we
any, further assistance by way of gé‘) o lot us know The ot TtoR oF the

have also asked t ivisional : }

flood and as to d};fnigzslzﬁat may have been caused daily by wire ‘and
I shall issue instructions that copies (l)f such telegrams as are received every
day should be laid on the library table. :

4 Sir, this morning I received another cOpy 3f 2 rpesg?gc;ﬁnot Oﬁicmn}’_, but
from Srijut Sarveswar Barua who got 1t from ‘Prativa T}?i ce and I think I
can inform the House about the condition ){e§tel'd3-3{; LD Slt)({legram runs—

“Heavy flood throughout whole subdivision Subansiri, Dikrang, Ranga-
nadi with tributaries rapidly rising on account of continuous pouring of rain

whole Kamalabari, Telabi mauzas Ranganadi Valley under deep water peo-
ple taking refuge on Trunk Road and several portions under water  Towns
ken heavily. Town will be under water

da?hgcr imminent bunds being bro bR EEE T A
within two hours if : s oo Officials ing steps for
urs if continues rising; 5oy Dreache” TRt the uII)mfﬁ.

dering help. K i road blocke
ren g help. amalabari roa to the local press.

cial information a copy of which was sent i
So, Sir, that is the state of things and Wwe are trying to do our best and
ficers will be placed on the library

all information received from local o
table.

DISCUSSION REGARDING THE MINISTERS’ SALARIES BILL
"~ Srijur GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Ona point of information, Sir
evidently to-day we have the Ministers’ Salaries Bill only for CO“'S'lderation,
And it has to be taken for discussion clause by clausc on a subsequent day'
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I have not been able to make out the exact position when the Bill is going
to be passed into law. There is only one day  for. Government business
other than those -relating to the budget and that is, I suppose, on the 1st
September. I want to know whether it would be possible in the first place
to finish the discussion of this Bill on that day. Secondly, I think it will be
necessary to have this- Bill passed in the Legislative Council. ' I want to
know whether any sitting of the Legislative Council is going to be held
after the 1st September so that the Bill may be passed during the conti-

nuance of this session.
THE Hon’BrE MAurAavi Sarvip Sike MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

Sir, the power of summoning the legislatures is in  the discretion | of His
Excellency. I am not aware whether the Governor is thinking of summon-
ing the Senate or the Upper House in September. T he Senate will ‘be in
session from next week for only a period of three days. ]

Sryur GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Are we to take it that the scale
fixed by the Governor will continue till the matter _is taken up by the legis-
lature next sessions? '

THE Hon’sLe Mauravi Saryip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
'tl‘hhat is a matter of legal opinion ; I am not prepared to say anything on

at.

. Tue Hon’sLE Tue SPEAKER : The Finance Minister may make one
gomt clear, whether these Bills are going to be taken up on the lst Septem-

er.
= THE Hon’BLE MauLav: Sarvip St MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
es.

_ Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Sir supposing we do not
finish the consideration of these clauses on the lst September, what will
happen afterwards, Because the session closes on the 1st September and if
We are not in a position to finish the clauses of the Bill on that day what
Wl].l happen _'P

. THE Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : The Bills will stand over for the next
session. :

NOTIFICATION UNDER SEGTION 296 OF THE ASSAM MUNICI-
PAL ACT, 1923 ‘

THE HonN’BLE REV, J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY :  Sir, I beg to present
the Notification* No.2571-L.S.-G., dated the 26th July 1937, under section
296 i (3) of the Assam Municipal Act, 1923. The notification is laid on the
table. 3

DISCUSSION REGARDING  THE CONSIDERATION OF
GOVERNMENT BILLS 1
THE Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : Before I call upon the Finance Minister to
move the motions for consideration of the Government Bills, I want to draw
the attention of the House to the fact that after lunch to-day we are to take
up non-official business and practically we have only less than an hour for
the discussion of the motions for taking the Government Bills into considera-
ton. Now, I think the hon. members will realise that at this stage the
principles of the Bill are to be discussed. But so far as the Salaries Bills
Ia)re . concerned the principle whether the Ministers or the Speaker or the
resident or the Deputy Speaker or the Deputy President has to  be given 2
salary is admitted. And the question only remains what salary ought to be
g;vtel?- . The arguments with regard to that may more properly be advanced
% de time the Bills are taken up clause by clause. So it is for the House
S Fcllde whether they want to devote much time to the discussion of the
wme various Bills when these motions will be made.

*Appendix A,

e
F
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Basu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURY : On a point of
information, Sir,: I want to know this. Ifit be found that a particular Bill
which is going to be presented consists of not more than one or two clauses
and those clauses are not properly framed, are we competert to discuss them
to-day?

Tue Hon’sLE-THE SPEAKER : That is a general question. When a
particular motion is moved with regard to the Bill, I shall consider the nature
of the objection that the hon. member wants to take up. When a motion
that is moved it is only then that I shall be able to understand the nature of
the objection.

THE ASSAM SPEAKER’S SALARY BILL, 1937.

Tue HoN’BLE MAuLAvi Sarvip S;ir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
I beg, Sir, to move that the Assam Speaker’s Salary Bill, 1937, be taken into
consideration. 1

Sir, as I have already made it clear in the Statement of Objects and
Reasons, this duty of fixing the salary of the Speaker devolves on the House
under sub-section 4 of section 65 of the Government of India Act. You
have also just mow pointed out, Sir, that the only question is as to the
amount of the salary which is to be given to the Speaker. I advised His
Excellency to fix the sum of Rs.1,000 as the salary for the Speaker per
mensem, as this salary was in vogue for the last 12 years in this province.
I have been taken to task by some hon. members of this House,
though privately, that, in spite of the fact that you, Sir; openly dcclared in
this House that you would be taking only a lesser sum than that provided
by His Excellency the Governor, 1 have still put that figure of Rs.1,000.
I again repeat that it is up to the House to fix any sum they like as the
salary of the Speaker, and that any amount put in the Government Bill is

no.bar to their doing so. X

THE HoN’BLE tuE SPEAKER : The motion _beOI‘f3 the House is that
the Assam Speaker’s Salary Bill be taken into consideration.

The motion was carriced.

THE ASSAM DEPUTY SPEAKER’S SALARY BILL, 1937.

HAMMAD SAADULLA: I

Trae Hon'BLE MAULAVI Saryip Sir MU Salaty Bill, 1937, be taken

beg, Sir, to move that the Assam Deputy Speaker’s
into consideration.

Sir, I need not add anything further tha
per annum whch has been put in the Govern
fact that that sum has been fixed by the House a
for the last 12 years. Again I say it is up to the Hous
Deputy Speaker shall get, and that matter will come ata
session,

TaE Hon’sLE THE SPEAKER : The motion bef'ol:c the Hpuse ES that
the'Assam Deputy Speaker’s Salary Bill, 1937, be taken 1nto consideration.

n to say that the sum of Re.1.
ment Bill is in pursuance of the
s salary for the Deputy Speaker
e to say what salary the
later stage of this

Mauravi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY: Sir, the sum that has
been "proposed “as-the—salary of the Deputy Speaker is, In my opinion,
perfectly ridiculous. In proposing Re.1 as the salary of the Deputy Speaker,
the Government has not shown a correct appreciation of the position of the
Deputy Speaker. - The Deputy Speaker, Sir, next to you 1s the most
important officer of the Assembly Department. In your absence he is to
preside over the deliberations of this Assembly. On occasions, Sir, it may
be necessary for you to delegate some of your functions to him. That a
responsible officer like the Deputy Speaker of this House should get a salar
of Re.l per annum is, I say, absolutely ridiculéus. The Hon'ble Chief
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Minister has said that he has fixed this sum, because the previous Council
fixed a like sum as salary of the Deputy Speaker. The fact that some
previous Deputy Speaker on some previous occasion under certain circum-
stances thought it fit to accept Re.l as his salary should not be taken as a
precedent, and I think the Hon’ble Chief Minister should have considered
this question.

Tue Hon’sLE MAuLAvi SAtvip S;r MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I
only want to speak a word, Sir. I have made it perfectly clear that the
“Government have proposed the salary of Re.l, not with the idea that it
should be fixed at that amount but that the matter should be decided by
the House. This salary of Re.l for the Deputy President was fixed by the
- old Council in the year 1925. Since then it l’{as coptinued at that rate. It
is not one Deputy Speaker of a particular political view who voluntarily had
the salary reduced to Re.1 but another Deputy Speaker from another political
group also accepted the same amount. I thc_reforc think that my hon.
friend, Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury, will be chamtal_ale enough to see that it
is not due to any want of appreciation of the dignity of the office on the
part of the Government that Re.l has been put as the salary of the
Deputy Speaker in the present Bill. :

- The motion for consideration of the Bill was put and carried.

HE ASSAM MINISTERS’ SALARIES BILL, 1937.

Tae HoN’BLE MAvuLAvi Satvip SR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: 1
beg, Sir, to move that the Assam Ministers’ Salaries Bill, 1937, be taken into
consideration.

Sir, in the Statement of Objects and Reasons I have made it clear that
this is another duty which has devolved upon the House under the Statute.
I have also explained that, previous to April 1937, throughout the period
under the Montford Reforms from the year 1921 up 'to the year 1937,
barring one year, 1924, the predecessor of this Legislature had fixed the
salary of the Ministers at Rs.3,500 per mensem. When the new Constitu-
tion was ushered in on the 1st April 1937, it was decided that, on account
of the increased expenditure, there ought to be a reduction in the salaries of
Ministers: Therefore His Excellency fixed the sum of Rs.2,800 for the Chief
Minister and Rs.1,800 for the other four Ministers. The same amounts are
now proposed in the Government Bill. It is up to the House to fix an
amount which they think the Ministers should get. At the present moment,
Sir, I am not going into the merits. I see that there are various amend-
ments to the Bill, ranging from the minimum salary of Rs.500 to Rs.2,500,
I can say this much, Sir, that the Government, I mean the Ministers, are
not wedded to the figures that have been putin the Government Bill, At
the proper time they will be prepared to make a gesture according to the
popular will in favour of economy.

BABU DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURY: Sir, I wish
to bring to the notice of this House certain points in connection with this
Bill. Sir, section 50 of the Government of India Act provides that there
shall be a Council of Ministers to aid the Governor in the exercise of his
functions. As regards the provision of the salaries of Ministers, it comes
under sub-section (3) of section 51. It says that the salaries of Ministers shall
bc_ such as the Provincial Legislature may from time to time by Act deter-
mine and until the provincial Legislature so determines, it shall be deter-
mined by the Governor.

-
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Here, Sir, this Bill consists of only one substantive clause namely
tlause 2, which says that there shall be paid to the Chief Minister a salary
at the rate of Rs.2,800 per mensem, and to each of the other Ministers a
salary at therate of Rs. 1,800 per mensem. In this Bill, Sir, we find the
expression ¢ Chief Minister > which we do not find in the Act. The Act
also does not provide for different grades of salary for the different Ministers.
I would ask, Siry every member ef this House to ransack the whole Act from
page to page and see whether thereis any -expression in itlike ¢ Chief -
Minister.” Secondly, according to the Instrument of Instructions to the
Governors, we do not find anything like the words ¢ Chief Minister .
Moreover Sir, the term ¢ Ghief Minister ’ has not also bf;cn defined in the
Bill. Thirdly, in the Gazette Notification of thc_ 1st Apfn} 1937 we do not
find anything as ¢ Chief Minister >’ in the Cqupcxl of Ministers ; there was
only an announcement as to the Council of Ministers in charge of such and
such a portfolio and in charge of such and such departments, Under the
circumstances I submit that the term ¢ Chicf Minister > should not have
been included in the Bill. Sir, here we are to ' provide for the salary of a
gentleman who does not exist in the eyes of law. Therefore this clause is
redundant.  Again, it may be argued that itisa matter of convention, but ¢
according to Maitland and Adams 'rhe term convention is defined as that
which, though not law, has acquired the force of law owing to constant
usage.  This Ministry came into existence only the other day, on the Ist of
April 1937, so I think that the time that has elapsed has not been enough
to justify the growth of usage or convention for the term  ““ Ghief Minister *.
I therefore submit that this Bill in its present form is out of ordeér, and
should not come into the consideration of the House.

Tue Hon'sLE THE SPEAKER : I have listened to the arguments of
the hon. member who has just spoken, and I am not disposed to agree with
him that the Bill is out of order. He has referred to section 51 of the Act
and he has pointed out to this House that this section does not contemplate
a Minister who can be called a Chief Minister; but the section says that
salaries can be provided for the Ministers, and the Chief Minister is also a
Minister. Of course in the clause of the Bill a - certain Minister has been
described as Chief Minister, but it is open to this House to modify that
clause if they do not want that any Minister should be termed as Chief

A ; d the section to do away with the
Minister, They may suitably ‘_*é;‘c‘r} Chief ' Minister > in the clause of the

distinction aimed at by the wot : i

Bill. A?so if the Mmji(stry wants that there should be a l;}hlef ﬁl}?ls;;i‘l they
may also take other steps with regard to the provxséﬁnso : e Bi fﬁd
justify the words ¢ Chief Minister ” in the Bill. So for g ese :&najlolxllii o
not think that the Bill can be declared to be out of order. el Lot
think that the Bill i not in perfect consonance with = section to which

I ferred. . Ll
i hgglitﬁegEgEg%‘{iegﬁRMA: Sir, I rise to point out that this Bill

] ht in by the Cabinet much earlicr.. We came to
ssi;:;ﬁloc:lgi‘;: ?}fg n:;:ilfgscssion imd we enjoyed the salubrious heigl?ts of
Shillong for 3 days, and we went back doing practically very little business.
For the matter of that the rate-payers of Assam, who are toiling day in and
day out and do not know vyhat tw(\lfo n}ca.ls a day are, had to pay something

1 our coming and going.
- ha_g.ﬁi*goevf.‘oi-IOCKEN}?ULL:g On a point _of information, Sir, Did
the hon. member not draw his travelling and h_altmg allowances ? j

Srijur DEBESWAR SARMA: Yes, I did _becaysc I was paid, On
the other hand it would not have mattered much if I did not.
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In that session the Bill was not brought ini; - The spirit of the Constitu-
tion is that the salary of the Ministers is to be determined by the vote 6f
this House almost immediately after the formation of the Ministry. Sir;
the other day the Hon’ble Finance Minister was pleased to refer to a question
which was subsequently withdrawn, 2iz., whether the Hon’ble Ministers were
going to resign. That was a sporting question Sir, and we should have very
much liked to have seen that it was taken with a spirit of sportsmanship, but

* the Hon’ble Finance Minister took otherwise and made an attack at a time
when the attack could not be parried or defended.
; Now, as regards this Bill the Constitution lays down that the Legisla-
tures will determine what salaries the Ministers will have, but once it has
been decided it cannot be disturbed during their term of office.. But, Sir we
find from the conduct of the Cabinet that the Bill has been delayed consi-
derably. The spirit of the Constitution is that it should be brought before
the House at the earliest possible moment, but by adopting dilatory tactics
the Ministry has brought 1t ata every late stage, and I am doubtful
whether the Bill can be taken fully into consideration in this session
of the Assembly. By adopting these dilatory tactics - they have - thwarted

§ the spirit of the Constitution. That heing so can they be called popular

:Minist-ers ? T submit that nearly all the other Ministrics brought in this Bill
in the first sitting of the Assembly. I would therefore ask - whether this
Ministry wvill be pleased to refuse any amount taken as salary that has not
been voted in this House that is to say will they refund the difference of
the afifount drawn and voted ?
: Auavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY.:. Sir; I think the conside:
ration that should weigh with us in fixing the salary of the Ministers are S0
aany and so various that it will be rather unwise to jump at any particl} ar
figure without giving due consideration to all the factors involved. To ViEW
the question in its proper perspective we must not lose sight of the back
8r 01“?‘1 of present position, and at the same time must have our gaze fixed on
the vista ovt the future. -Sir, fixing " the salary of the Ministers involves the
consideration of  several miatters. It involves the consideration of their
status; their dignity, their responsibilities ;- it involves the consideration of
the scale of their pay in relation to the pay of other Services—Imperial and
Provincial—and it involves the consideration of the scale of pay given to the
Ministers in other provineces ; and also it must- have reference ‘to the econo-
mic condition of the country. Instead of fixing this sum at a preconceived
figure we must give due consideration to - all. the, relevant factors and then
arrive at a figure which is neither unfair to the Ministry on the one hand nor
to the tax-payer on the other. ] 1
Now, Sir, there are practically two points of view before us. The
Ministry proposes a salary of Rs.2,800 for the Chief Minister and Rs.1,800
for the other Ministers. Against that, Sir, there is the Congress view that
the pay of any officer of the Crown must not ‘excced Rs.500 a'month. In
my view these two figures require a closer approximation and reconciliation.
It must be admitted that the responsibility . of the Ministers is great and
their pay should be commensurate with the responsibility involved. I think
the Congress also recognise that position when. they  offer to- the Minister
the highest pay that they would give to any servant of the Crown.  But the
Congress view 1s that Ministership must be accepted in a spirit of S€rvice
and sacrifice and not as dn office of profit or gain, Assuming that Minister-
ship should be accepted in ‘a. spirit of service and sacrifice, it: must be
récognised that in this imperfect world of curs where social. inequalifics
exist, Ministers have got 10 maintain certain decent standard of life and that
standard they cannot maintain with the sum thay Congress has offer ed.

o g
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may be said that I have not taken into consideration the case of- the
Congress Ministers in thosé provinces where Congress have accepted
Ministry. In my view if the service to the people be the §olc criterion,
irrespective of every other consideration, then Rs.500 is too high a figure to
pay to the Ministers. The austere life which Mahatma Gandhi and Babu
Rajendra Prasad are living............ 4

Ral Bamabur PROMODE CHANDRA DATTA: Is notthe hon.
member straying far away ? ; ‘ ‘

MavuLavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY: I am discussing the
principles that should guide us in fixing the salary of the Ministers. Now,
Sir, as I said that the hard life which Mahatma Gandhi and Babu Rajendra
Prasad are living does not require.......-.... : :

Tre Hon’sLe THE SPEAKER : I hope the hon. member will not stray
away far from the main point.

Mauravi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY : I maintain, Sir, that if
we insist on the standard that Mahatma Gandfi and Babu‘Rajendra Prasad
are observing then we must fix the salary of the Ministers at a lower figure
than what is proposed by the Congress. Once you concede that the Minis-.
ters arc to be paid the maximum that can be paid to any servant of the:
Crown and also that amount should be something more than bare necessa-
ries of existence—(both these assumptions are implicit in the Congress-
proposition)—the question arises where to draw the line. The amount need
not be so arbitrary, as is generally supposed. It must have some relation
with the economic condition of the people, the financial position of the
province and the social status that the Ministers are expected to maintain.
Now, Sir, the Hon’ble Chief Minister has referred that under the previous.
Government the Minister used to get Rs.3,500. But that was given in
consideration of the fact that their salary should not be less than that of
their colleagues the executive members who were drawn from the Indian
Civil Service which'is the highest paid service in India. The Indian public
men have protested against the highest salary paid to the Indian Civil Service:
and it is generally recognised that under the Provincial Autonomy the salary
of an officer should be more in consonance with the general poverty of the:
people and the economic condition of the people. The salary that is paid-to-
the Indian Civil Service has not behind it the sanction of the Legislature.
We are not a consenting party toit. Circumstanced as we are, we are
bound to pay it whether we wish it or not. But where the discretion lies
with us we must see that no extravagant  salary is given to the Ministers
on the analogy of the salary. paid to the Indian Civil Service. '

There is another consideration. It is said that we aré now on the
threshold of 4 new era of popular democratic control of administration. It
has given rise to new hopes and aspirations in the people. The characterof
the Government is changing from that of a burcaucratic ruler to that of
servant of . the public—the electorate. The question of Minister’s salary
should be viewed from this angle of vision. We should create the conven-
tion® that ministership is not a career. In our country and elsewhere

eminent lawyers have sacrificed fabulous practices in the bar to accept
Cabinet appointments. They did so in response ta the call for national
service. 1f the salary we suggest for Assam Ministers mean in some indivi-
dual cases loss of pecuniary income, they should find conselation in the
thought that in“other countries public men have cheerfully made similar

sacrilices and - that we are setting up a standard which is for the ultimate-
good of our motherland.
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Maurana ABDUL HAMID KHAN.:.Sir, fafag'z w7 salary *47% &t={d
&Y 9% (1 salary 3 B3| a121al supply (a3 siviws a3zl 7:51a raad
S G AT | Svde Al NI BT oloteg Ay WiAT w4 g
/AR @ Wﬁﬁiﬂ ORRIFAT | vede AR AP @iy oA vo wiAT e
S 29 29 IR 1 5520 Afea stazard 51419 g1 kias =z fxa v ok
@3 St Wi feal 20 377 |

Tuoe Hon’sie e SPEAKER : I want to draw the attention of the
on. member that in the way he has begun, I think he will be repeating the
arguments of Maulavi Abdul Matin Gbaudhuri, ;
. Mauravi ABDUL MATIN _CHAUDHURI: I do not think you can
anticipate his arguments, -
Rar Banapur, PROMODE CHANDRA DATTA: Even if he repeats
the arguments of Maulayvi Abdul Matin Chaudhuri, I think, he will be per-
fectly in order, :

Tue How 5 ; 1 tition of
At SLE THE SPEAKER : But I think I can stop repetitio

Maviana aBpyy, HAMID KBAN: 339 57 oy &% f29
7° A AR RT fgq 23-¢ 207 |

. Knay Bamavur Mavrave KERAMAT ALI: On a point of informa-
Uon, Sir. Is the hon, member in order ? The principles have already been
accepted as may be seen from the amendnient in the Bill. It anything is to
be spoken, I think he should speak on the ptinciples of the Bill. oy

THE " HoN’BLE THE SPEAKER : These are amendments against

the principle of the Bill fixing high salarics. .

Mavrana ABDUL HAMID KHAN: @32y strz afy & =1cH3 CHiA®
wta-;;-%fi;ﬁcs AT I 27T 30 AWAF %fcg fafagta feqrs salary 7 13
(1A Raz1y 2303 41 (lawgiter) 21 23 ¢ f3%Ria Apragracma sy, =
a7 Fsjeta fare =9 *e0a, WAQ 737 I, ©tsiwg (3 oA (4 A ¢F-
IR Sizne wewd feg? MR | o3 i3 @fs @z cpewy et 177
@A Afs a7 270 N 77 (7 4% AT Moy oizigg Aow FAAS AL
TAAR ; EEAAI RN sv A% 1T WY SRR g3 AET SF
/8 T} 94 (AT 9% a% ot A1 9Tk wCq 314, T2 creda qrEtdl (7Sl
®IRMA 74 7l cotst 3371 fFates slatfenls Ffag, 231 wyae 73374 AL
SIfA R4 wfg @w ate) of g WA FIEAMA fAfapgty q5twa @8 W
B4 C7AT o W BAafq Ffzanga; otzg salary 7q:% fofy faraz fL3eH
=l facgs gy N IFA (laughter) | wyayeen wtaag cafsf®
RS wetinn Aot 3tae wfr @sifine =f¥ta @qe s3daa AeIol
XS T 3T 97 €% House « sty ¢oR1 %farcga wwe 4Nq @il

s =
-
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~otetA @RF ety @A) AArSrI Goaean fearcg 1 fofx 43 Asifances s
2217 g7y A8 @ fofd wraney w1 A%w Sta FEAE wiTAw | foiy
| B1217 (357 Wigld AL} Wtnd fqa'3 F%9 3f3’ | Education fufastiag
2qF IS 61 €3 f3'a aRanga AMA-NA-90aW FofF wraaferg wreg o3I,
wizapF 1 :

THE Hon’sLE THE SPEAKER : I am pointing out to the hon, member
that the question of personnel does not comc in at all. We are going to fix
the salaries whoever he may be. We are not going to fix the salaries  for the

Ppresent Ministers. i
Rat Bamabur PROMODE CHANDRA DATTA : Iam afraid Sir,

ho.
Tre Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : No, I do not agree.

MavrLana ABDUL HAMID KHAN: el 233 =1y w4 337 salary
R0 WA faTeT B4R RIS RIRAN 1 IR (AHF ffEs camy; wta
g Az WieF (W21 oteval facwats facga 369 a7 3faaig oy St -
o FfIA 1 Ifers femg a1 3'arae «IB1 T atarg w31 g
STt ANT wEAr fxfadra wezqed AAMwe O3l AW Aww 0 wrery
fazd fe7, I913; 4213 (g 1R ; erets (536 7N ferat 712 7ara | fog
Wi afcas cif4 agra 2331fy, 3,53,952 51 New Scheme @3 gar =iy

- cefars (fedl TRINMT bovwo B @ AT &7 (FI9 31009 B4 437t
g3, ©istd favea district «gz gay 43l €2 89,2'9 BIW ) wfafay

district CtAANTIT 13217 <32 (FNEBF S[FFCAT (BUF (I \A =7
ShF™ &3 A% | AU weaw ol 93 f2a =€ 4G i T T3 Ak
gfaer=m stnwd sfa wfa

WA 4093 99 49 WA qgg g% A€ !
19 3fza 22 WAAT TS gZal faree | SIE AIAUWA CAR TG district
@7 @ qr@ 2,520~ BrF creq) zEEicg | WAF WA =faaifeats =aiqs

¥R a1 faf313 JTe1wA it w3 @lcor® (FANT T 2 facas
Is the hon, member in order in

Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA:
Fiiscussing the Budget, Sir ?

Maurana ABDUL HAMID KHAN: coizt® New Scheme «3e
fafi21taa 7o TSN 2k 509 Bral faahE | C3 FAFT MF| SiAcs A5
Rayte afazl a4, O TR q1geead T AR FIRAS AR So,000y
Biel APaiced 1 SE A cAtaaNG] (§AF AN @@ ST ANy
WA Wiy Acd WSl —pAFei g T WA @vfe A2 239 ety
ST AN FCA7 TSI AR @Astoia zyzraty Fhavers, @1F AW FRA [awly
{r&g districta 9%31 31774 617 57 @ o3l qtfaanga |
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Kran Saums Mavravi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN ‘CHAUDHURI: On
a point of order, Sir. .We want to know whether we are fixing the salary of
fhe present Ministers or we ar¢ fixing the salary of Ministry in Assam. That
1s the point that is raised. According to section 51 of the Government of
India Act, 1935, sub-section (3) it has been laid down that the salary of
Ministers shall be such as the Provincial Legislature may from time to time
by Act determine, and, until the Provincial Legislature so determine,
shall be determined by the Governor: Provided that the salary of a Minis-
er shall not be varied during his term of office. R

So it appears that we are to fix the salaries of the present Ministers,

Tue Hox’sLe THE SPEAKER: I have given my thought oyer the
provisions of this section. Of course from a reading of this section it first
struck me that the salaries should be fixed for the present Ministers. But if
the proviso be taken into consideration along with sub-section (3) of section
51, there may be the other interpretation that a minister does not mean a
particular Minister, but it may mean the office. of the Ministers.

Of course this is my first impression ; but I shall look into this matter
and give a definite opinion afterwards. I do not like to commit myself now
to a definite opinion. I will look into. this matter very carefully and give
my decision on that point later. 3 : i . -

Rar Bapapur: PROMODE "CHANDRA DATTA': "Supposing we are
voting for the consideration of the Bill to-day. Are we thercby committing
ourselves'to the principle that there should be one scale of pay for the Chief
Minister and a different scale for other Ministers ? -

Tae Hox’sLE THE SPEAKER : I do not think so.

KuAN BAHADUR - Dewan  EKLIMUR. ROZA ~CHAUDHURI:
€7560A3 (AT I3 fea? (o= = F2TACAY ot (@A =l P :

MavurLaNna ABDUL HAMID KHAYN : Sir, (s fzAta 3F caBT
45 27 18 220A o1eldAl (1 Bill coq =fqqicza wrz 295 A9 S
SIAICAA T W TR AU BRRAA | gy merwga eda =fe any sfam
TENR AAI TFH A'S @ wham), s s« Sfe, F AcAA AAAT WA
wterdl feaa =M qaiZal Fegai® @sw oty sfaced | AT AFSAT CTCAT
74y a3 59, TC T B{5(TRA SAtca Fifg A1CE  ©d (AT W'ffﬁ.ﬁ
Facaat® @79 FACTT— 12 (7132 18 @qs (weaq (519 sl [ a1 s1s casa
ytc€r 30 AR AFA (T 4909 Bt facgong (e 41 203q 43 ST
eq?rmq ¥ 797 T G s e o sifansT | SR A 23
WiHT Q3 AFTECAT AR Fogy Araresiy w702 gfagd 2501 Ay @7 e
wit4-1R1al (I 511207 —2213 ot wawlg a8 | ®a FA WAECHA AfFAS
afes gae 5 @2 SIRWI Wfers qreds qaje a5 wIF wrdrefd @f
BfCAT s an) FEA (TR afzics wazaq vaq 230s 3% @ oiF oid
afa Ttriras (337 @149 Sl | & ghrs §er 156
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. Tue Hox’sre. Maviavi Sarvip S MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Sir, in spite of the fact that we are only discussing 2 question of 'principle:
here, I find that two hon. members have gone really into the merits or
quantum of salary that the Ministers should get. In my reply, I will
ignore the arguments advanced by thesé two hon. members. Therefore, I
shall confine myself to the points raised by two .hon. members from the
opposition.  First, Sir, my hon. friecnd - Babu Dakshinaranjan Gupta Chau-
dhury raised the question that this Bill is out of order because the term
¢ Chief Minister > appears in one of  the clauses of the Bill. You have
already given a ruling against it, but I am quite prepared to defend - it on
the ground that it has the approval of the Secretary of State. Some .of my
hon. friends have dealt with that point; and ‘I will briefly show that
although the word ¢ Chief Minister ** does not appear in }the Act .ItSle or
in the Instrument of Instruction; Government Rules of Business which have
been drawn up under the Model Rules framed by the Secretary of State,
and which Rules have been approved by the Secretary of State .the term
has been adopted.: Therefore these rules cannot be modified without his
sanction.. Therefore you are perfectly justified in saying that the inclusion
of the word ¢ Chief Minister  in Clause 2 of the  Bill does not make /it
irregular. -

The next point that has heen raised by my friend from Jorhat is the quess
tion of sportsmanship and dilatoriness. = As regards sportsmanship I can . tell
him that I am a much better sportsman  than he not only in the field
of politics but also’ outside - (Hear ! hear !). . Sir, my friend is. chafing under
a remark which I had to make the other day in concluding the debate on
the discussion of the budget, and which remark ‘was engendered by what
was said from his party. If he is smarting he should blame his partyman
fors having evoked that remark. . 11 . '

. I emphatically repudiate the ¢harge that the Ministry has intentionally
adopted dilatory methods in regard to the Bill for the Ministers’ salary.
In the first place theé statement made: by the gentleman is inaccurate.
Barring Punjab, ~whére ' they had a sitting in July, no other province
had passed a Ministers® Salary Act, I read in the papers that Bengal has in-
troduced a Bill in their present session. Beyond these two, I am not aware
of any other province passing a Ministers’ Salary Bill during the last 3
months. ks vi p :

Srijur DEBESWAR SARMA : Ona p&)irllt of inll';)rml?tlﬂg : Slé‘a Pid;
the Ministry consider this interim salary, and that is why they delayed :

THE Hoi:’BLE MAULAVI SAIVID SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -
My friend need not anticipate my argument. He isa new ‘member and I
will excuse his want of knowledge. He is not aware of the procedure which
is to be adopted for the purpose of introducing legislation in this House. 1In
the first place, my friend rémémbers that the present Ministry assumed office
on the 1Ist OfeApril, 1937, and the session called by His Excellency the
Governér for selecting otii/ Speaker was on the (7th of ‘April.. The' present
Ministry are not duitomatous, they are. human beings: . They - had to: take
chargé of their portfolios and it was impossible to' expect that they should be
able to produce a Bill at.once, and even if they had produced ' it, the Bill
would have had 1o be published in the Gazette before it could be introduced,
or ifit were not published, it could have been introduced only with the leave
of the Legislature. But even if we could have introduced it the Bill.could
not have been taken into consideration’ during that session for under certain
provisions three clear days are required'for notices of . amendment. and- the.
consideration of no Bill can be taken up unless the members have had the
Bill in their hands for 7 days. Nothing of this svas possible in - session of
three days.
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Next, my hon. friend says that we have intentionally called this session
at a very late date. I again say that it was not with the idea of delaying
the Bill but with the idea of providing for the comfort of hon. members
some of whom the last time were living under great difficulties [and T per-
sonally saw that some of them were sleeping huddled up on the floor (2 and
3 together) on the floor of small rooms] that I waited till the hostels for
their use were completed. [ again emphatically deny that there was any
dilatoriness on our part, and I say that this is the only proper time when
the Bill could have been introduced before the House.

. Only one point more that I have to reply to is the criticism about the
mterim salary. If the framers of the Act intended that the Ministers should
get the salary voted by the House from the start of the Constitution, i.e.,
from!the 1st of April 1937, then the provision of the salary would not have
appeared in Section 31, which has been read again and again to this House,
but which I would again repeat. Section 51(3) says :— The salary of
Ministers shall be such as the Provincial Legislature may from time to time
by Act determine, and until the Provincial Legislature so determine shall be
determined by ‘the Governor, provided that the salary of the Mini:stpl's
shall not be varied during the term of office ’. The fact that a provision
was made by the legislators, that there should be an interim salary fixed by
the Governor clearly shows that théy realised that it would be impossible for
the Government to come up for, and for the House to vote, the salary of the
Ministry in the very first session.

The motion for consideration of the Bill was put and carried.

THE ASSAM PRESIDENT’S SALARY BILL, 1937.

Tue I—fo&‘BLE MauLavi Saryip SlR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

.sir, I beg to move that the Assam President’s Salary Bill, 1937, be taken
mto consideration.

. I have explained in the Statement of Objects and Reasons the considera-
tions which have led the Governor to provide in Glause 2 the salary and

allowances of the hon. President. Again I say that the whole matter =~ rests
with the House.

Tue Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : The motion movec_l is that the Assam
President’s Salary Bill, 1937, be taken into consideration.
The motion was carried.

THE ASSAM DEPUTY (PRESIDENT’S) SALARY BILL, 1937.

Tue Hon’sLe Mauravi Sarvio Stre MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Sir, I beg to move that the Assam Deputy President’s Salary Bill, 1937
be taken into consideration. : . a

In the framing of this Bill we are rather in a difficult position because
we do not know what sum to provide as the salary of the Deputy President.
But as the Deputy President of the old Gouncil used to draw a sum of only
one rupee per annum we have left the figure at that, but it is for the _Hoqsz
to fix any salary for the Deputy President that they like in consona_m;o
with the dignity and status of the post, and the duties he shall have
pcrro';lga Hon’sLe THE SPEAKER : ‘The motion moved is that the Assai
Deputy President’s Salary Bill, 1937, be taken into consideration,

‘The motion was carried, -

A
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also outside it, without the assistance of

THE ASSAM COURT OF WARDS (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1937

Tue Hon’sLe Sryjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I beg to
‘nove that the Assam Court of Wards (Amendment) Bill, 1937, be taken
:nto consideration.

Sir, I have already explained to the House the salient points of this Bill
and I do not think it necessary to detain the House any further.

Tue Hon’sLe Tne SPEAKER : The motion moved is that the Assam
Court of Wards (Amendment) Bill, 1937, be taken into consideration.

The motion was carried.
(The House was adjourned for lunch till 2 P.M.)

(After lunch)

THE ASSAM PROVINCTAL LEGISLATURE (REMOVAL OF DIS-
Q_UALIFICATIONS) BILL, 1937

e Hox’ne Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: | I beg to
introduce, Sit, the Assam Provincial Legislature (Removal of Disqualifi-
cations) 1ill, 1937. : "

The motion was put and carricd.

Tre Hon’sLE Srijur ROHINT KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I begz to
move, Sir, that the Assam Provincial Legislature (Removal of Disqualifica-
tions) Bill, 1937, be taken into consideration.

The object of this Bill, Sir, has been clearly stated in the Statement of
Objects and Reasons. As hon. members are aware, there are certain
classes of persons who are not wholetime servants of the Crown and it is
not desirable that they should be disqualified from being chosen as, and from
being, a member of the Assam Legislative Assembly or the Assam Legis-
Jative Council by reason only of the fact that they hold certain offices ; as
provided for in scction 69 (1) (a) of the Government of India Act we
intend to remove such disqualification. Unless such a Bill is passed by the
House it is difficult to provide for salaries of such members as may be
selccted to perform the duties of Parliamentary Secretary.

in different provinces the Ministers

have their own Parliamentary Secretaries, and ‘thC‘ House has scen how
difficult it is for the Ministers to carry on the work imn the Assembly, and
such Secretarics.

We have already seen; Sir, that

We have, therefore, brought forward this Bill and it is expected that
this Bill will receive the unanimous assent of the House.

Tre HoNBLE THE SPEAKER : The motion moved is that the Assam
Provincial Legislature (Removal of Disqualiﬁcations) Bill, 1937, be taken

_into -consid eration.

Snijur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: Sir, in rising fo oppose the
vinciples of the Bill, I beg to submit that we do not want the Mauzadars
the Government Pleaders and the non-commisssioned officers, as detailed iri
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the Schedule, to form part of the Bill. We have no objection of course to
the Parliamentary Secretaries, but we do not understand the implicatiOﬂ o
the Private Parliamentary Secretaries, to which T am opposed.

As a matter of fact, we all know the Mauzadars might be taken as
Government officials, and as such we do not want to remove their disqualifica-
tions by this Bill. Section 69 of the Government of India Act says that
they are, at present, disqualified to come to Legislature, but this Bill seeks to
remove that disqualification. :

Sir, I may just remind the House what Mahatma Gandhi said with
regard to his statement to the Congress Ministers, in his memorial leader in
the Harijan. He said there that the Ministers should always refrain from
doing what is intended to be done under the Act, but do things which are
not intended to be done. So, Sir, this Section 69 is a clear instance of what
g’-[lahatma Gandhi said and as such we are opposed to the principles of the

ill. ;

Srijur LAKHESVAR BOROOAH: Sir, I rise to oppose the princt
ples of the Bill. Sir, the new constitution that has been given to us con-
templates that voters should be allowed a free option to vote. So far as
our valley is concerned, almost 99 per cent. of the electorate are under the
financial obligations of the Mauzadars. Sir, the financial obligation 18 the
biggest obligation, as the popular saying goes @3 © &4 F qeg ©. 641

Generally, the raiyats are always under the financial and other obliza-
tions of the Mauzadars ; so also with the Gaonburas. On this principle,
Sir, if this Bill is passed, the voters will be hampered in exercising their vote.
On this principle, Sir, I oppose the Bill.

Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAH: The introduction of this Bill, Sir,
illustrates yet another example of what we contend that a new cra might be
said to be ushered, but the old ideas are still clinging. This is the same old
His Master’s voice, with the same old sound box with a new paint, Sir.

The Mauzadars, as we all know, are people who are, from various
standpoints, and various connections, obliged to Government in such a
way that even if a Sub-Deputy Collector goes to his mauza, he has to do
something and certain actions which, left to himself, he would not do. For
one thing the Mauzadar is obliged to Government ; he is for all practical
purposes a Government man. If T am informed aright, he cannot even leave
his Mauza without the permission of Government. On the other hand,
what is his relation with the raiyats ? Firstly, the poor raiyats cannot pay
their land revenue in one instalment. Somctimes some of them give a cow
or others their wife’s ornament (Keru and Thuria), this is supposed to be
appropriated towards part payment of the Khajna—i. e. land revenue. But,

Sir, more often than not this part appropriation is not found credited in the
Mauzadar’s book.

Next when the raiyat will come again to pay the balance of his revenue
he would be told that he had to pay yet more as outstandinig balance, thus
a good percentage of the raiyats cannot pay their land revenue in time.
Under the circumstances, the raiyats or the people are obliged to the mau-
zadar and they fear him like anything ; some time ago, if 1 remember Ztmgt:“’
it was told on the floor of this House or elsewhere by tt;lc Govclrnmc\:!_r:: tS'M
they, 1. ¢., the Mauzadars are the natural leaders of t tel:1 Peopaz- = ]:, ir,
they are leaders and leaders with a vengeance, because tey fc th 'l?' ¢ the

raiyats sit or stand according to their sweet will on «'}lccourll of the illiteracy
and grinding poverty of- the people. While t dlcY arc masters
of the poor raiyats on the one hand, on the other hand these mauzadars
are practically Government servants. If that 15 SO about the mauzadars,
the least said about the Government Pleaders the best. The Governmeng

A
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pleaders under the law haye a great latitude. But as a matter of fact, what
do we find ? Do we not find that when a Deputy Commissioner or some
such high officers leave a place these Government pleaders are very keen
about giving tea-parties, and making necessary arrangements. Indeed in alf
proposals, in all matters the Government pleaders take a Government side in
season and out of season wherever and whenever the bureaucratic Govern-
ment is concerned. And what does the Ministry want the Government pleader
to have this franchise for if it is not to strengthen their own position, just
the strength they think they ought to have to keep them where they are.

So, I submit, Sir, that the principle of enfranchising the mauzadars, the
Gaonburas and the Government pleaders is actually reactionary and should
not be encouraged. " ¢

Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA : Sir, in what has been said by my
predecessor I do not see much reason which stanc!s in the way of this Bill
being moved and passed. My predecessor has sm_d, that the Mauzadars are
practically under the grip of the Government officials and that they have got
great influence over the raiyats. H_c also expressed the other day that
Deputy Commissioners and other officials of Government canvassed against
the Congress candidates in the last elections. My submission is that even if
it is a fact even then they could not defeat the Congress candidates. When
there is a system of secret vote no such influence can work against the free
will of the voters in exercising their own sweet will. Therefore, Sir, if this
secret system is continued, then I do not see any reason why there should be
difficulty for any man in voting according to his will. ~As such I do not sce

fici this Bill.
’ufﬁcsli?;ul;?as%[htlo\l‘;)préolfchNDRA SARMA : Sir, this matter involves a
principle. 'The principle and issue before the House will be whether these
men are under the influence of Government. Itisan undoubted fact, and
I think it will be undisputed at the same time, that Government pleaders

and mauzadars get profit or income from Government and are more or less
h in matters of local elections or

influenced by Government. And as suc ; d d i
in any election, these people cannot express their free 1deas] an : opinions.
We all know what influence the Government pleader and also the mouza-

dars and other people having some sort of profit from Government exercise
ernment pleader has some hand in

over the common mass people. The Gov: tao/ i £
the matter of election of jurors and at the same time il th?l aPPm};l ment o

jurors as all know and jurymen who are taken from the vil agCSb a\l’c_ been
or can be influenced by the Government pleaders. Do we 'n?lt y this Act
give a handle to the Government pleaders to exercise their mt_ucncc llnow fﬁr
the purpose of taking votes from the people and at the same time a }claw the
mauzadars, if they wanted, to go a little further in this respect in the way
of canvassing votes ? His influence has repeatedly been said to be an
economic influence on the masses which is rather very great. The mauza-
dars do no other duty than the usual work of collection of Government
revenue and as such they can exercise a lot of influence on. the masses and I
think they should not have this furthf:r handle. I!: will be against all
democratic principles and would act against the exercise of free will by the
common people. : :

Srijur KAMESWAR DAS :  Sir, the present Bill seeks to exempt cer-
tain classes of people who are not wholetime servants under the Crown,
The Hon’ble Minister in charge has not explained how these part time
servants deserve the special exemption. Gaonburas, mauzadars have been

picked up-to be so exempted by this Bill. But arc these people Government
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servants at all ? T am afraid they are not and do not rejuire to be exempt-
“ed. Isthe Hon’ble Minister in doubt that the hon. mauzadar member of
this House is here not under the provisions of the Government of India Act ?
If so, he is I think under a wrong impression. The mauzadars instead of
being servants of the Crown are rather contractors under Government.
They are granted commissions for their collection works. Gaonburas do not
draw any pay but are allowed some allowances and as such they cannot be
taken as Government servants. 1 do not know much of the Araty Officers.
But from a reading of paragraph 3 of the Schedule, Commissioned Officers
also seem to be included for exenption. Members of the Auxiliary Forces
are also sought to be exempted. If we are to exempt all these classes of
people we shall probably be violating the principle sought to be introduced
by Section 69 of the Government of India Act. If these persons arc taken
as part-time servants under the Crown then that should be the reason why
they should not be exempted. There is a meaning in debarring the Govern-
ment servants from standing as candidates in elections to public bodies and
that meaning will be lost si:ght of if certain classes of pcople are cxemptcc%
for the only reason that they are not wholctime servants. The Members
Salary Bill is, T think, coming before the House very sion under the provi-
sion of Section 72 of the Government of India Act.  When the members will
be allowed salary will they also be considered as salaried servants of
Government and requirc exemption by a Bill of this kind ?
My own idea about this Bill is that so far as the mauzadars and the gaon-
buras are concerned it will not effect them any way and give them no
additional relief. I am opposed to exempting the officers of the Army In
India Reserve, Commissioned and Non-commissioned officers or members of
the Indian Territorial Force. About the Government pleaders and F'U,bfic
Prosecutors, if they are considered as servants of the Crown, [ certainly
()_bject to their being exempted, even though they may not be taken as wholc-
time servant of the Government. Assam being a poor province we cannot
afford to have Parliamentary Secretaries or Parfliamentary private Sccrelarics,
and so no exemption will be necessary in this conncction. As this .Bilt SECKS
to exempt a purely imaginary set of people who arc not in existence e
. present, a second set who are not even now Government servants and require
no exemption by an Act and also a third set who are Government scrvaits
and do not deserve any spccial exemption I oppose the introduction of

the Bill.

Sryur HALADAR BHUYAN: #awi#{s grg1i4), a7 51 gAiars #41 (3
ACE NG TG O Ol

THE Hon’BLE Srijur ROHIN1 KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Sir, th_c
hon. member knows English well. He put his questions in English this
morning.  Should he not speak in English ? b

Srijur DEBESWAR SARMA : Is anybody ashamed for speaking 1n
Assamese in Assam, Sir ? :

Tue HoN’sLe Tae SPEAKER : It is a question of the convenience of the
HOUSC-‘ If different languages are spoken, hon. members will realise that
there will be great difficulty. But when a member is not sufficiently prot-
cient in English, I think he should be allowed to speak in his own language.
The hon. member might have put questions in English. But that docs
not show that he will be proficient to express himself properly in English
Wwhen delivering a speech. :
wherers: F. W. HOCKENHULL: If that ruling is followed, T ‘{P‘l‘]‘i‘j
Fomiaile .pof',s:bl_e the member concerned should give a summary Q -

n English, as is being done in other provinces.



695

Tur Hon’sre THE SPEAKER: He might not be so well up in English
as to give even a summary of his speech. If the hon. member concerned can
do so, he should try to give a summary in English.

Srijur KARKA DALAY MIRI: Sir, in Assam province everybody
should know. Assamese.

Serur HALADHAR BHUYAN: w#o{%% ©fedldl, «206l Astany
gAtats 29l g A AT @4 A A | A afr, AIEE NSR, srEIp
G2 NFCA STFIFY (AT 4f7 WIF GFIF(A 7Y AFJ LA remuneration |
6331 1 FIIT I 63T A G A | @ fAACS A3qCZ B I g

FASLATE St 7 (HSATF 5IFN AW 1 F3% (FIAN R AT (S St
53 11 34| ABI—CSALATFF (ELAIFY FIAT A3 3407 fal 23 Iface erFry
37 &1 | =% afedl ¢»{ta UFET IS (FIANT FULAS I T qwtafTs
sizwiaas (gt fiea csfeq a8 ©rgy orsl AfF61I AFa] 3] wi3T 3
fagarR 3351217 |IF Afa6 A% 3vF ¥ 24 A CYINF NF 183p] feafes
(oATT ASIAMAISS (At (Fogea w15 (hear, hear) | A Awea @t ey A%
Aaaq @3 I JTF FH qA) A | <3 JACASD SHIETS (A
fafqata 43 A% M3 Aifa @ stgme, g63p1 NF REAE NoR T3
pasdl AT 1 AT AARL3 @5 sge 7@ | AITAD (w&tANTE FfHYF
fi AACAS ATFSAT (BT AT faais s1are (SEAIPT w214 =its
wIF (SEIateF IfAyw 7, czhasra Avazw wawiz fr, v&@isy 29313 31y
#3125 | AFIRA1T 9735 @fenl Yraaia 33 AN 603 C3feq: 63+1T =7
@ “=ify @rel I A1 (WERIRT a5z AFHA §f@ (contract) w Ty |
qral 233 Amge fFAfans fo gqn +fAka a1 23 A oI ass s
arF AE q2 ) feg afsa Atamia Asas s TWBE WE @ wys
wifed A1atal AR A 93 (wiF 23] 33, (o=l NPT AoTa Boity
A1A11é S AR GIA 3R, 2193 1%, 737 Srsza 4@ @FF FR = cwa
I NF AFSUF 012 g Aeacs 7zrg a1 F19 Av3l zfars
s R codcates Aedeada wraa) wiwig 3 1S WAL cwpEa avy
faftca | SR AT 297 gogaq W A@ETe [N I - AINAXNE |EI9
91 612 UITH, FF (O AWME ARAR FeAFeRS R AR A (i
RSN FfAC I WIot{ee Teralpq @g AS/cw AT 391 AT | (B
faanF  GRUBR CHIAN 9A1 Vifiga (7 “miin @rcatss A (79 A | ® 39
fata 3T BIRIT F(AS AfAen wraig Aty 23| @ FOLD WIAQA 1wy
QS Gnal A% 2R Granl | @R qfeaz A WIBR Wifger |

ATETP (A1 CR &F w391 ayéqp) Famee A0a) AT T8 AfHas
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NS cedatrs 533137 13 5 31w 333 mypsy, foala sl ofq) aias #i1a
=% (@ o @b *gte a3 (g sywtda wfs A5a913:e =iF Aomifals o
CEEt e yIwaa FRg 1 A 0 9® Racs sta gtd fAfaus astdrg fagasa
¥ 3o 21 ffeg 1 q4dtad Aioral 3 sa3(R) faam wF @f s A @ o8-
¢n1& 3134 B8, 42071 IY| AIANT 51041 T 36l (B'q1T 7IFI]
a2 aAfErd (3 WA;T FF @GS FAGT (G433 A2 ABRA IS @F (T
GARITIA AF, N85 AFa WF A49FB DT ArabIF A [ @
F A1 97 9B {351 grdtg afzqw 3:91)

Maurvi GHYASUDDIN AHMED: On a point of information, Sir.
May I know if Goyernment pleaders include retained pleaders also, asthe
latter are appointed on the same conditions as Government pleaders ? ;

Tuz How'sue Tue SPEAKER : Iam not here to interpret it, Itis
premature to do so at any rate. :

Kuan BAnabur Mavravi KERAMAT ALI: Sir, I am inclined to
agrec with my hon. freind Mr. Kamsewar Das, that the word ‘mauzadac
should not have been brought into this Bill at all. Secction 69 runs thus:—
“If he holds any office of profit under the Crown in India 7. Now
the question is whether mauzadars hold an office of profit under the Crown.
My hon. friends who come from the Assam Valley districts perhaps know izl
the majority of mauzadars, instead of holding offices of profit, are hdd.'“g
offices of loss. Many mauzadurs have been ruined, because they have faile
to collect revenue and in consequence have been compelled. to pay all the
revenue which under the contract they have to pay. To do this they are
to take loans or sell away their properties. [ therefore think, Sir, that the
mauzadars are not disqualified under this clause from being members of
the Assembly,

As regards Government Pleaders, I think they do not comec under the
category of Government servants at all ; because we all know that Govc::ﬂ-
ment pleaders sometimes appear in cases against the Crown, of course with
the premission of the Deputy Commissioner or the authorities concerned
and therefore they are also not Government servants in the truc sense of
the word. And so I think Government Pleaders and mauzadars are not
disqualified under this clause to become members. ! i

Rat BAADUR PROMODE GHANDXA DUTT: On a point of infor-
mation, Sir. Does the Hon’ble Minister in charge accept the interpretation
which has been put on the clause by hon, friend the Khan Bahadur ?

Tre Hon’sLe tHe SPEAKER: The question of interpretation of
terms is, I think, irrelevant at this stage. It is sufficient that doubts are
%9;;18 expressed with regard to the meaning of the words introduced in the

ill. :

Srjur SARVESWAR BARUA: Sir, the question of making the
mauzadars and Government pleaders eligible for election to this House or
to the Upper House and the question of their retaining such offices afttcr
they have been already elected, is the subject matter of the discussion which
has been raised here. Now, Sir, we are shy of seeing them in the two roles
which mauzadars will play if they are allowed to stand for election. First
in the election they always influence the votes by the very fact that they
':a'“d as candidates. I have got in my experience that when mauzadars
stand for election cither to the Local Board or to the Council the raiyats
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as a general do not dare to cast their votes in favour of the rival candi-
date. They always vote in favour of the mauzadar. If enquiry is made
in respect of those cases where mauzadar candidates stood for election to
the Assembly in the last election it will be found that in almost all the
cases the mauzadars topped the list in the mauzas which were held by
them. Again in the other role, i.e., after they have become members of the
Legislature, what can we expect of them ? They are always at the mercy
of Government. The Mauzadars and Government pleaders are always
at the bid and call of the officials under whom they serve and therefore
they can not be expected to be independent in the exercise of their judgment
and discharge of their duties as legislators. As such we are opposed to the
principle of this Bill in seeking to make these part-time Government
servants eligible for election to the Legislatures. !

Mr F. W. HOCKENHULL : It seems that we arc wandering from
the point we are considering, name'y, the principle involved in this Bill,
and are dealing with details. Only a few years ago I myself would have
been ineligble if this contention is held, because I was a non-commissioned
officer in the Assam Valley Light Horse. I think, Sir, every tax-payer has
his rights and it comes with a poor grace f‘rcnp the party advocating wider
franchise that they should advocate the retention of these disabilities.

Srijur SARVESWAR BARUA : May 1 know on what principle the
whole-time Government officers have been excluded from the Legislatures
although they are tax-payers ?

Mgr. . W. HOCKENHULL: I leave that to Government to reply.

Sryjur LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH: On a point of information. In
reply to my friend Srijut Sarveswar Barl_l_a my hon. friend Mr. Hockenhull
has enunciated that because mauzadars like other clusses of people pay tax,
they should be allowed to exercise their franchise and stand _as_candidates
for the Legislatures. But would hon. Mr. Hockenhull say if the Govern-
iment servants wiio pay tax should be allowed. to stand as candidates ?

Mg. F. W. HOCKENHULL : My reply is that I am sorry I am not
in charge of the Bill. (Laughter). : . ;

Mr. JABANG D. MARAK :  Sir, I also oppose the Bill. It is said
that Mauzadars are semi-official and they are under the 1nﬂuc1}cc pf the
Deputy Commissioners and Sub-Deputy Collectors. 'Anothcr thing is that
they will have undue influence over the people of their mauzas. On more
point that T should like to bring is that the Laskars in the Garo Hills are
also semi-officials, but they are not allowed to stand as candldatqs for ’th,
Legislatures. So the Matilzadars an Laskafrshqr% (‘ﬂl the same footing and I

-e do not support the introduction of this bill. : :
there;i;c;;; (I-‘IIOON’BLE %I;IJUT ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: My hon,
the principle of this Bill are assuming that this Bill
has been brought forward only to benefit the present Qovt?rnment. By
Government it does not necessarily méan that we are continuing the past
bureaucratic (vovernment or that the present brown bureaucracy, as the
hon. members mean to say, will continue for ever. I can dare say that if my
hon. friend from Jorhat comes to take my position he ?Vlll find that this
provision of the Bill would be very uséful. My hon. fiiends are speaking
of the Mauzadars asif they are a peculiar sort of persons who are out
$o do mischicf to the people and that they will obstruct the realisation
of popular desire for improvement and progress of the country, My hon,
have not a word to say against the Gaonburas. The Goanburag
are also in the same predicament of the Mauzadars and they are also ip
obedience to thé Sub-Deputy Collectors and Deputy Commissioners .

friends who are opposing
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-Srrjur. DEBESWAR SARMAH: On a point of information. Have
not the Hon’ble High Court been pleased to hold that the Mauzadars are
Government servants ?

Tue Howsre Seijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: No.

Srijur DEBESWAR SARMA : Isthe Hon’ble Minister in charge of
Law and Justice aware that the High Court have held them as Government
servants ?

: Tie Hon’srLe Srijur ROHINT KUMAR CHAUDHURI: They have
been held to be public servants in the sams= sense in which Chairmen of
Municipal and Local Boards are. :

I wish to repudiate the suggestion which is being made in this House
that Mauzadars, if elected to this House, will be rather a drag on
Government or rather a drag on the country, because, Sir, T have found
that Mauzadars have shown their independence and have shown their will
against district officers. (Srijut Sarveswar Barua—very seldom). Itis not
a matter of to-day, 12 or 13 years ago when there was a question whether
there should be a non-official Chairman or an official in the Gauhati Local
Board, I think the hon. leader of the opposition will remember that it was
with the vote of the Mauzadar members that the Gauhati Local Board
decided to have a non-official Chairman. The Deputy Commissioner
was one of those present and he was suggested as Chairman by some
members. It was 12 or 13 years ago that Mauzadars exercised their
independence. I know in the district of Lakhimpur from which my hon.
friend Srijut Lakshesvar Borooah comes Mauzadars show a good deal of
independence and I can dare say, but for these mauzadars he could not

have been returned to this House.

As regards the remarks made b‘Y my hon. friend from Nowgong, I‘do
not know why he is s0 much against Mauzadars. His family, 1 think
contributed a number of Mauzadars 1n the district, and his family is
popular in the district because .mm'ndars of his family have always been
very kind and generous to the raiyats. Therefore he has also attained so
much popularity.

Now, we should not exclude’ these classes of people mercly because
there may be some who have in the past proved very faithful to the old
Government. That is no reason. (a woice: we want to exclude .them on
principle.) The principle is that which  has been enunciated by
Mr. Hockenhull. If he is a tax payer and if there is no strong reason against
him, then he should be allowed just as any other members.

Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: On a point of information, Sir,
Will the Hon’ble Minister like to include all Government servants in his
Bill ?

Tyz HON’BLE SRIJUT ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Sir I
would not like to include Government Servants for various reasons. One
reason is that I would like the Government servants to utilise their time in
doing the work for which they are paid by Government instead of doing
work in the provincial legislature. That is one great reason. Other reasons
are that section 61 of the Government of India Act stands in the way.

Then, Sir, I'am extremely surprised to find that objection should have

come from a section of the House that is now out for securing a._dult

franchise. I respectfully submit, this is taking a very harrow view of things.

1 think hon. members will realise the position of the Mauzadars, how far

they have been helpful to the raiyats. They have to pay the Government

‘ri:}nand in_ most cases even though they may not be able to realise from the
iyats.

e i i R
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Sryjur. DEBESWAR SARMA: I want to raise a point of order, Sir.
If the Hon’ble Minister chooses to make incorrect statements on the floor
of the House what are our remedies ? The mauzadars are not helping
people. '

Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : 1 think the hon. member
has by this time realised that he has gone into dangerous grounds by criticis-
ing mauzadars, becausec the consequences may not be pleasant. (Mr.
Gopinath Bardaloi—That may be so.)

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: May we take it, Sir, that the
Hon’ble Minister was returned by the help of mauzadars ?

Tue Hon’sLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I remem-
ber that some Mauzadars voted for me.

Basy DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: Are we going
on with the principle of the Bill, Sir ?

Tue Hon’sre Srjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: However,
there is another matter to which I should like to draw the attention of the
House. We have in this House a mauzadar member ; he represents the
Mikir Hills Tract.  {a zoice : things are quite different there). Unfortuna-
tely there is a dearth of literate men. Do the hon. members desire that this
mauzadar should not have been returned ?  So, Sir, it is very unwise to
make such sweeping remarks against mauzadars merely because mauzadars
caused some inconvenience to some aspirants.

Srrijur  DEVESWAR SARMA: On a personal explanation, = Sir.
When the Hon’ble Minister is raising the question of the Mauzadar
member, I should say, we put certain suggestions to the Mauzadar
member. He said that he was afraid of the Revenue Minister.

Tre How’BLe Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURT: It is
extremely unkind and undignified for a member of the House to disclose
any private conversation he may have in this House with another member of
the House. It is extremely unkind and undignified 1 repeat. He is pro-
bably taking advantage of the simplicity of the hon. member.

"THE How'sLe THE SPEAKER: I am disposed to agree with the
Hon’ble Minister. It was not proper for the hon. member to disclose the
statement made by another member, perhaps in confidence.

. Sryur DEVESWAR SARMA : T did it jocularly.
Tue Hox’sie  Srijur ROHINT KUMAR CHAUDHURI: If I

disclose some of the con

he like it 7 But I willvg?fggrtga Ead with the hon. member yesterday will
" Sryur G : e .
digniﬁec{frr OPINATH BARDOLOI: That is dignified indeed—more

Basu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI : Fine sense of
diginty indeed.

Tue Hon’ere Srpyur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : So, Sir,
I am inclined to agree with my hon. friends Srijut Kameswar Das and Khan
Bahadur Maulavi Keramat Ali in the contention which they have raised
that strictly speaking the Mauzadars do not come under the purview of
section 69(I)(a) because they are not really officers enjoying profit undeyp
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“the Crown, = Sir, this question has been several times raised in this Touse
whether the Mauzadars are competent to stand as candidates for election to
the legislature. In order to sct this dispute at rest and in order to give
guidance to future Returning Officers we thought it advisable to bring in
this Bill to have the benefit of the opinion of this House.  This is the reason,
Sir, why we have included them in this Bill,

Sryur GOPINATH BARDOLOIL: On a point of order, Sir. Isit
the duty of the Legislative Assembly to interpret the rules ?

Tue Hon’sre THE SPEAKER: When a Bill is brought in for certain
%urposes, the Minister is entitled to get the opinion of the Government Legal
xperts and it is on the strength of the opinion of ‘the Legall .EXPCNS’ that
they make provision in the Bill and when the Bill is introduced in the House,
the House is to consider whether these provisions are to be embodied in the
Act or not. Of course they are quite within their right to put forth their
views.

TeHe Hox’sLe Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Sir, I
think, I need hardly waste the time of the House any more on this subject
because if any hon. member really wishes to ‘exclude the Mauzadars from
the benefit of this Bill, he can bring in an amendment and the matter may

‘be decided later.

Then, Sir, I come to the question of the function of Government
pleaders. This point has been very clearly dealt with by my hon. friend
Khan Bahadur Maulavi Keramat Ali. Government pleaders can ip no
sénse come within the term ‘Government servant’. Bacause they can rea]]
appear against Government also. They can also defend cases” which are
prosecuted by the Crown.- (4 wice—only when they are allowed). Their
position is that of a Ratainer for Government so far as the  professional
duties are concerned. Government do not 1nsist that they should perform
any other duties besides their legitimate legal dutics as a lawyer.

Sryjur LAKHESVAR BOROOAH: Does not ;hc Deputy Commis-
sioner take their opinion in revenuc and civil matters ? :

Tre Hon’sLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR _C:HAUDHEJRI ¢ Of course
in these revenue matters where question of law is involved Government ple'\.-‘
ders have got to give their opinion when asked for by the Deputy GOmmi;
sioner. o

Beyond their legal dutics, they have absolutely no othey
perform but if some Government pleaders try to come to the gooq', I
Government by doing something which they are 1ot required to dq tcl:10 %
entirely a different matter. I will just now read section 307 of ¢, G B
ment of India Act before the House so that the hon. membpepg Cano:ricrn-
their own conclusions, “For the purpose of ﬁrslt CI,CCHOHS of persons to Sell-a;r‘g
as members of Federal legisiature and of Provincial Legislatures Nno person
shall be subjected to any disqualification by reason only of the fy0r tﬁat he
holds an office of profit as non-official member of the Executive Council of the
Governor General or a Governor or as a Minister ina Province, Ap office
which is not a whole-time office remunerated either by salary or by fees”:

duties to
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This is only, Sir, for the purpose of the first elections and therefore only
to assist us in the subsequent elections we have brought in this provision
and we want to avail ourselves of the benefit of the opinion of this House.
I understand, Sir, that there is no objection so far as the Parliamentary
Secretaries are concerned, but certain objections have been raised as regards
the Parliamentary Private Secretaries. I can admit that we have made a
provision for this because the Punjab has already passed a bill on  a
similar line. It does not mean that when we have included it, we shall have
necessarily to appoint Parliamentary Private Secretaries. ~We only want to
have a legislation so that we may utilise it when required and not otherwise:

Then as regards, Sir, these officers mentioned in 3 and 4 of the sche-
dule they are really not the servants of the Crown but they perform their
duties and get something by way of allowance from  Government
for keeping horse, etc. So they should not be disqualified merely bffcaUSf-‘
they get small a sum of money from the Crown. AsI have said, Sir, all
these questions whether in a schedule a p'futlcular office bearer should
remain or not, it will be for the House to consider and we shall have ample
time for this.

~ Basu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: Ona point
of information, Sir. Will the Hon’ble Revenue Minister please explain the
meaning of the term Parliamentary Private Secretary ?

- Tae Hon’sLE Srijur ROHINT KUMAR CHAUDHURI: A Minis-
ter may have a_Parliamentary Secretary as wcl‘l as a Private Sc'crctary_
The Private Sécretary may assist the Minister in his ordinary domestic work..

Basu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI : Are we to
understand that the Private Secretary will do all private works including the
domestic work ?

Tue Hox’sLe Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Outside
the House, I sunpose, there may be certain social functions which may be
attended to by the Private Secretary. Morcover there is a lot of correspon-
dence to be attended to by the Minister and that can be done by the
Private Secretary. They may also help the Ministers in carrying out their

office work outside this House.

Bapu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CH:’}UDHU_RI ; 1}11'1. y.oulté capa-
city as Revenue Minister an< also in your capacity as Srijut Rohini Kumar
Chaudhuri ?

" Tue Hon'sLe Sryur ROHINI KUM
capacity as Minister the Private Secretary Wi
in his office work.

' PF < jon is that the Assam Provin-

Tre Hon'sLe Tue SPEAKER : The question 1s that vin
cial Legislature (Removal of Disqualiﬁcauons) Bill, 1937, be taken into

i tion. A division was claimed. X
wn&’(li‘f;r;a Il-IoN’BLE rue SPEAKER : I must remind the hon. members that

canvassing is not allowed in the House. Of course hon. r{:cm.bers can move
from one place to another but there should be no canvassing in the House,

ir, hear.
(Heag&;egf )W HOCJKENHULL: That is most unparliamentary.

Tue Hox’BLE Sryur ROHAINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Can one
hon! member drag another hon. member in the House ?

MAR CHAUDHURI : In the
1l assist him outside the House
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Tue Hon’sLerrae SPEAKER : Certainly not.
The question was put and the House divided with the following result :

Ayes—60

1. Kumar Ajit Narayan Dev.

2. Babu Akshay Kumar Das.

3. Srijut Jogendra Narayan Mandal.
4. Babu Kalachand Roy.

5. Dr. Mahendra Nath Saikia.

6. Mr. Naba Kumar Datta.
7. Srijut Purandar Sarma.
8. Srijut Ram Nath Das.

9. The Hon’ble Srijut

Kumar Chaudhuri.

10. Maulavi Abdul Aziz.

11. Maulavi Abdul Bari Choudhuri.

12. Khan Bahadur Hazi Abdul Majid
Chaudhury.

13. Maulavi Abdul Matin Chaudhury.
14. Maulavi Abdur Rahman.
5. Maulavi Syed Adur Rouf.
~ 16. Maulavi Md. Abdus Salam.
17. Maulavi Dewan Muhammad
Ahbab Choudhury.
18. The Hon’ble Maulavi Md. Al
Haidar Khan,
19. Maulavi Dewan Ali Raja.
20. Maulavi Muhammad Amjad Ali.
21. Maulavi Badaruddin Ahmed.
22. Khan Bahadur Dewan Eklimur
Roza Chaudhuri.
23. Maulavi Ghyasuddin Ahmed.
24. Maulavi Jahanuddin Ahmed.
25. Iﬁ\han Bahadur Maulavi Keramat
1i.
26. Maulavi Muhammad Magbul
Hussain Chawdhury
AT I?A}:g.n Bahadur Maulavi Mahmud
.
28. Maulavi Mabarak Ali.
29. Khan Sahib Maulavi Mudabbir
: Hussain Chaudhuri.
30. Maulavi Munawwarali.
31. Maulavi Muzarrof Al Laskar.
32. Maulavi Namwar Ali Barbhuiya.,
33. Maulavi Naziruddin Ahmed.
34. Maulavi Sheikh Osman Ali Sada-
ar.
35. The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir
Muhammad Saadulla.
36. Khan Sahib Maulavi Sayidur
Rahman,
37. The Hon’ble Shams-ul-Ulama

Maulana Abu Nasr Md. Waheed,
38. Col. A. B. Beddow.

Rohini

Noes—38.

. Mr. Arun Kumar Chanda.

. Srijut Beliram Das. :

. Srijut Bhuban Chandra Gogoi.

Babu Bipin Behari Das. '

. Srijut Bipin Chandra Medhi.

- Babu Dakshina Ranjan Gupta -
Chaudhuri.

. Srijut Debeswar Sarmah,

. Srijut Ghanashyam Das.

. Srijut Gaurikanta Talukdar.

O 2 - Q‘m?wmhﬂ
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. Srijut Gopinath Bardoloi.

i
el

. Srijut Haladhar Bhuyan.

-
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. Babu Hirendra Chandra Cha-~
kravarty-

13.
14.

Srijut Jadav  Prosad Chaliha,
Srijut Jogendra Chandra Nath.

15. Srijut Jogendra Nath Barua,

16. Srijut Jogeschandra Gohain.

17. Srijut Kameswar Das,

Babu
Sen.

Kamini Kumar

19. Mr. Kedarmal Brahmin,

20. Srijut Krishna Nath Sarmg,

21. Babu Rabindra Nath Aditya,

22. Srijut Lakheswar Borooah,

23. Babu Lalit Mohan Kar,

24. Srijut Mahadev Sarma,

25. Srijut Mahi Chandra Bora,

26. Srijut Omeo Kumar Das,

27. Srijut Paramananda Das.

28. Rai Bahadur Promode Chan=

dra Dutt.




(Ayes—60 contd.) (Noes—38 contd.)
39. Mr A, F. Bendall.
40. Mr. J. R, Clayton. 29. Srijut Purna Chandra Sarma.
41, Mr. W. R. Faull.
42. Mr. W. Fleming. 30. Srijut Rajani Kanta Borooah.
43. Mr. B. 1. Barry.
44. Mr. I. W. Hockenhull. 31. Srijut Rajendra Nath Barua.

45. D. B. H. Moore.
46. Mr. R. A. Palmer.
47, Miss Mavis Dunn.

w
b2

. Srijut Sankar Chandra Boruah.

48. Mr. Benjamin Ch. Momin. 33. Srijut Sarveswar Barua.
49. Srijut Bhairab Chandra Das. :
50. Srijut Bideshi Pan Tanti. 34, Babu Shibendra Chandra Bis-
51. Srijut Binode Kumar J. Sarwan. was.
52. Srijut Dhirsingh Deuri. s . i
53. Rev. L. Gatphoh. 35. Srijut Siddhi Nath Sarma.
54. Mr. C. Goldsmith,
55. Mr. Jobang D. Marak, 36. Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan,
56. The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. Nichols-
Roy. 37. Maulavi Muhammad Amir-
57. Srijut Khorsing Terang. uddin,
58. Mr. P. Parida.
59. Srijut Rabi-Chandra Kachari. 38. Mr. Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed.

60. Srijut Rupnath Brahma.
The Ayes being 60 and the Noes 38, the motion was carried.

Sryur KHORSING TERANG: #ASIqS #3124, 32 @ <1q  %{Trg]
@ Ags (A5 4F wreqet? TIE.L. ...

Tue Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : What is the matter on which the hon.
Member is wishing to speak ?

Tuae HonN’BLE Mauravi Sarvip S;tr MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Sir, he wants to make a statement with reference to the remarks that were
made by the hon. member Srijut Debeswar Sarma about the alleged pri-
vate conversation. He wants to make a statement about that.

Tue Hon’Bie THE SPEAKER : But the proper time for doing that
would have been at the time the remarks were made. For myself the diffi-
culty is that I cannot follow the hon. member in Assamese.

Tue Hon’sLe Mauravr Sarvio Stk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
If you permit me, Sir, I can translate it for you.

Sryur KHORSING, TERANG : #s14fs wztad, 32 e ATRi—
(3 AR A MR = TrgAAE rFre (F I WATARAA *ie[{T

fafaR'qa B9 ¢F1CAl fagqrs s2ussy aqs ¢s15 faa g F3 1 f37 33 @3
RYA (SABT AT (Al I AFp 7 418 | 7% 43 39 9fF 33 g9
AZR1 |

Tue Hon’BLE Mauravi Sarvip S;r MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
The hon. member says that he is very sorry to learn that it has been stated
on the floor of the House by one hon. member that he had a conversation

alleging that he f:quld not vote with the Congress because he was afraid of
the Revenue Mlnlster. He denies any such conversation.

Tue Hon’BLe THE SPEAKER : The hon. member Srijut Debeswar
Sarma did not mention any name. And if the hon, member thought that
he was meant, of course, he was entitled to make a statement just “aft
the time when Mr., Sarma made his statement, =
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Srijur DEBESWAR SARMA : 32 =frgl aiw ¢&(3i stfs =11 Only
one word I will say, Sir, on a point of personal explanation. I beseech you
to give me only - one minute, to explain myselt.

T8 FNI S AT FI A1E WF A1 419U a0y orI Seay 2 Al
A% A afzafe 32 (Il THRA [parewm | 23 @A «wanazata

243 Atz $9'3 (14N “AZFT (97037 e5aLa O ¥HEG6IZ wifkey w(F
=8 B5HE e @ BFE F3Tm—

Tue Hon’sre Sryjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Ona
point of explanation, Sir, when I was speaking of Srijut Khorsing Terang,
the one mauzadar member of the House, my hon. friend Srijut Debeswar
Sarma rose up and made that allegation. a5

Srijur DEBEBSWAR SARMA : What about your whispering to him?

Tue Hox’sLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI:  (Rising
to speak).

pTHE: Hon’sLE THE SPEAKER : Order, order. Hon. members will take
their seats. It is certainly unfortunate that such scenes should be enacted
on the floor of the House. I appeal to the good sénse of the House to
remember that it is up to them to maintain the dignity of the House.

While on this matter, I also wish to draw the attention of the House
to the fact that during the time the division was takix_lg place (hear hear),
I.saw two members of the House actually being carried into the division
Jobbies, one to the Ayes lobby and another to the Noes lobby. I would

oint out to the members that such conduct is entirely out of order and
detracts very much from the dignity of the House.

Elections to the various Railway Advisory Committees

Tue Hon’BLE MauLavi Sarvip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: 1
beg, Sir, to move i— )

(1) That this Assembly do proceed to elect in accordance with the
instructions contained in the voting paper, one member to the
Assam-Bengal Railway Local Advisory Committee ;

(ii) That this Assembly do proceed to elect one member to the Dibru.
Sadiya Railway Local Advisory Committee in accordance with
the instructions contained in the voting paper ;

(#ti) That this Assembly do proceed to elect one member to the
Tezpur-Balipara Railway Local Advisory Committee in accop.
dance with the instructions contained in the voting paper -

(i2) That this Assembly do proceed to elect one member to the ,_Ior-
hat Provincial Railway Local Advisory Gommittee in accordan
with the instructions contained in the voting paper. S

The motions were successively put by the Chair and carried.

Tur Hon’sLE THE SPEAKER : The voting will commence forthwith
Ballot papers are on the table of hon. members, ¢

SRIJUT LAKHESVAR BAROOAH : On  a point of order, Sir, T sat

a candidate for the Dibru-Sadiya Railway. I want to

y" didature in favour of Srijut Rajani Kanta' Barooah.
i Tur HON’BLE THE SPEAKER: T think it is not permissible for the o
to withdraw at this stage.

withdraw my

member
Election to the Assam Development Board
Tyur HON'BLE THE SPEAKER : There is another motion in the name of
e Hon’ble Maulavi Md A[A! Haidar Khan, I think he should also move
his motion SO that the voting may proceed.

P r—

o



705

Tue Hon'ste Mavravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN: I beg, Sir,
to move that this Assembiy do proceed to elect members to the fc_ﬂlow-
ing Advisorvy Board in accordance with the instructions contained in the
voting paper :i— :

The Assam Development Board :—

(a) Agricultural Section
(6) Industrial Section...
(¢) Co-operative Section

The motion was put and carried. . e

Srijur DEBESWAR S ARMA : Sir, as regards the Jorhat Provm;::al
Railway, there are only two names, »iz., Srijut Rammnath Das and mine.
I want to withdraw :— :

Tue Hon'sre Tae SPEAKER: Very well. The members may vote
accordingly taking note of the fact that the hon. member is not willing
to be on the Committee. ;

(During the progress of voting the Hon’ble Speaker left the Chair and

the Deputy Speaker occupied it.)

... 4 members.
... 4 members,
. 4 members,

(Voting went on)
(At this stage the Hon’ble Speaker occupied the Chair)

INCLUSION OF THE NAME OF THE HONBLE THE SPEAKER IN
: THE GOMMITTEE FOR MAKING RULES FOR THE PROCE-
DURE AND CONDUCT OF BUSINESS OF THE ASSAM LEGIS-

LATIVE ASSEMBLY

Mg. F. W.. HOCKENHULL : Sir, I beg to move thaF this House is
of opinion that the Hon’ble the Speaker be included as a
member of the Committee appointed for making rules under section
84(1) of the Government of India Act, 1935, for_rcg_ulatmg the proce-
dure and the conduct of business of the Assam Legislative Assembly and
that another member may be appointed by the House to take the place
of the late Babu Kshirode Chandra Deb in the said Committee. :

Sir, when we assembled in the Committee for framing ru_les and regula-
tions, we found that the Hon’ble Speaker had been omitted from that
Committee. Government’s view was that as the Hon’ble Speaker hr;él to
interpret the rules and regulations that were being made, it ‘would" be
advisable for him not to be on the Committee. We, by a very ]m'g‘l’) FRENTOTE
ty, felt that it would be advisable for the Hon’ble Speaker to bein the
G"mg,‘i“eff- have to form Parliamen

1r; there is another hat is that we hav il
tary tradition and we n:illnrtl:::tccl:rh?sﬂguti:lancc on the floor of the House. The
Speaker is: very much concerned in the day to day examination of these
rules. 8o, Sir, with that view in mind, we have brought forward this
motion, ’ ;
In place of the late Deputy Leader of the Ciongress Party T would name
Srijut Jogendra Nath Barua. Sir, I move.

Tue Hon’sLE Tr SPEAKER :  The: motion before the House is that
this- House 'is of opinion that the Hon’ble Speaker be included as'a member
of the Lommittee appointed for making rules under section 84(1) of the
Government of India Act, 1935, for regulating the procedure ‘and’ the
conduct of business of the. Assam. Legislative Assembly and that Srijut
Jogeadra Nath Barua be appointed to take the place of the late Babu Kghi
rode Chandra Deb in the said Committee.
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Tue Hon’sLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: The Go-
vernment position, Sir, has been explained by the hon. mover of the motion.
We felt, Sir, that if the Hon’ble Speaker was included in the Committee,
he could not have an open mind to interpret the rules, and secondly, we
thought that if any hon. member of the House, before whom these Rules
will be placed for discussion, wanted to criticise adversely those rules, the
hon. member also might find himself in an embarrassing position and it may
not be appreciated that any criticism against a Committee in which the
Hon’ble Speaker was one of the members should be made on the floor of the
House. It was for this reason only that Government did not include the
Hon’ble Speaker in the motion which was moved in April last, =

Now, Sir, the fact that although many hon. members of this House
suggested various names when the motion was taken up last April, no one
suggested that the Hon’ble Speaker should be mf:[udcd in the Committec, that
attitude of the House emboldened us to think that it was not right and
proper that the Hon’hle Speaker should be included in that Committee.
But when the Committee actually sat it decided, as a matter of fact, by a
majority of votes that he should not be invited to the Committee merely to
advise, but that he should formally be included as a member of the Com-
mittece. That was the decision of the Committee and I, on behalf of
Government, assured the Committee that, if any such motion was brought

before the House, Government would not oppose it. ; -
Therefore, Sir, Government docs not oppose the motion which has been

put forward by Mr. Hockenhull and as r_egards the inclusion of the name of
Srijut Jogendra Nath Barua in the Committee, Sir, we welcome  him whole-
heartedly. :

IfiAISSLAVI ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: Instead of being taken
as a member, he should be taken as an ex-officio Chatrlman. o

Mg. F. W.' HOCKENHULL : In the: matter L wou like to reserve
the decision till the Committee again mects.

The motion was put and adopted.

RESOLUTIONS :

RESOLUTION REGARDINGM '1”(1‘;}”13(1) ABOLITION  OF LINE
Mauravi ABDUR RASIEI%’ITAEN 3y #Six,alwas auochd Ey t;le e
Speaker to speak a few words on the problem OthEc ?’snm:nesz rCould not
continue the speech longer as I found most O Lt Faiyi hebs were not
willing to sit after five o’clock. Now I like to I:CSIl—IImBse go& ;{C uctl aln_mst
all the points have already been discussed in this r01: B or and against
the resolution and I think, 1 have got very LigtleHlelt to dé(l:r too It Sir; a few
facts, I shall be trying to place before this, House T orroblemcl()) me to ahdu:cxl-1

sion over this knotty problem. I say this is a knOtC)i/ P ; fecausc thoug
it was so ably placed before this House, still I could not even for myself up-
.o whether Ishould be on behalf

i : din
til now come to any definite undersflirzhérgl S s e

of the abolition of the line system or W e Committee should - be forme e

that was advanced by my hon. friends
to ascertain what measures should be ado wstion has assumed a gerious
must say, Sir, that the present aspect of the ANFVr “Nonap o his. Census
turn mainly due to the horrible remarks ma £ bf"f that he remarked that if
€port in 1931, He proceeded in his report SO, ar that Neh o i
€ immigrants were allowed to pour Into ghysere s, 'Xal home, and
OFiginal people of Assam would have to vacate their own origl

pted regarding this problem.

= ]

e
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thus the Indigenous people of Assam will become practically extinct. I

, Sir, this remark is mainly responsible for this present agitation and
therefore the Assamesc people have taken it very seriously that they will be
losing their ancestral home. Since then agitation is going on between the
original people of Assam and those people who came, and are coming
there, from. the province of Bengal. Sir, I myself feel ashamed when I utter
the word ¢ immigrants.” I do not think the word ¢ immigrants ’ has got any
Ineaning at all. Really, Sir, it is most shameful to utter this word.

Sir, I have learnt from some of my hon. friends that this was a line of
demarcation put by Government in order to prevent the new comers from
entering into certain lands which were prohibited for them. Since 1925,
people from outside began to come in, but for want of land they began to
wander about but afterwards they began to purchase the lands. Even now
they purchase lands at a very high price, but the result is that they are now
Persccuted like anything. It is said that necessity knows no law and as
a result these new comers purchased lands within the prohibitive area and
as a matter of fact they were and are being prosecuted criminally. Hun-
dreds of cases are being tried by Magistrates in these areas and the people are
very heavily fined. I understand, Sir, that due to the conviction of these
people, thousands of rupees are being realised as fines. Sir, the other day I
heard that my hon. friend Syed Abdur Rouf cmphatically said that they
have come to Assam because they want to live in Assam and that they are
ready to die for Assam. After this very expression, Sir, I think, no one can
disbelieve that they will again go away from Assam. As a matter of fact, on
principles of justice and equity, when they have settled in Assam for so
many years they cannot be asked to go away from Assam. Because if they
are asked to go away they will neither get any land in their own province
nor they will be able to live here in peace. So, I would suggest that this is
high time that Government should seriously take up the matter so that
some sort of settlement might be arrived at. Of course, Sir, personally I
think, that a committee should be formed as was suggested by the European
group as well as the other blocks so that this problem may be solved some
way or the other. With these few words, I like to resume my seat.

Mavuravi MABARAK ALI: Sir, I rise to support this motion so ably
moved by my hon. friend Maulavi Munawwar Ali, not because it has been
sponsored by a member of our group but because on a point of justice and
equity. Sir, the line system which has been explained by some of the hon.
members as the ¢ line of honour ’ i3 very vague in its meaning. Line of
demarcation cannot be a line of honour, because it rather prevents the peo-
Ple from coming in and acquiring land. This line system is against the
Provision of section 298 of the Government of India Act. Again it does

offend not only against the rule of Public Policy and Rule against perpetuity
but also the natural law of Demand and Supply. Land must not be kept in
reserve for future generations by artificial means. Land must not be treated
as * wedding cakes ° not to cat but to dream upon. On a point of fact it is
also detrimental to the interests of the indigenous natives of the province and
also to the interests of Government itself. It is also detrimental to the
interests of the immigrants because there is alrecady a large number of immi-
grants who are not getting any land for them. Sir, whether they get any
land or not, they arc not going back. They have given up the hope of
returning to their original place. They have burnt their boats. If, Sir,
lands arc settled with them, they will become responsible citizens but withe
out lands they cannot be expected to be so and they may become a damger

to the socicty.
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Sir; my next point is.that if lands are settled with the immigrants, the
tevenue of Government will be largely increased and Government will' be
able to contribute something towards the nation-building departments
which arc the present-day demand of the people. If Government revenue
isdincreased, we may follow the example of the British Parliament so as® to
to give something to the opposition leader as honorarium. - (laughter).

. Sir, another bad effect of this Line System is that even the sons of the
Province are treated as foreigners. Will you find, Sir, in the annals of any
country that'sons of the Province are restricted  in their own Province ?
We have detested the policy that is pursued in Kenya evenin respect of
Indian foreigners. But alas ! this invidious distinction is' being perpetuated
in Assam, even against the sons of the soil. = Are we to support this' inequi-
table and unjust treatment ?  One particular hon. member of the opposition
side has held the Line asa line of honour. On the floor of this hon.
House they are going to surrender it. Another argument which has been
put forward by the Hon’ble Revenue Minister and some of his supporters-is
that this Line System was introduced for: fear of frictions. Sir, is it an
argument atall ? The whole argument is irrelevant. Can there be any

law restraining the father to marry a second wife for-fear of friction amongst
his:step-sons ? I think certainly not:

Sir, the policy adopted by the Hon'ble the Revenue Minister and’ his
supporters is the Russian Policy. By confining the immigrants within a
particular area he thinks that he should save the - lives of these' indigenous
Assamese. That cannot be. That principle was adopted in Russia  and by
deporting all the suspects to Siberia the Russian Government thought ' they
were safe.  But this policy did not work well in Russia; and could not  save
the lives of Tripofls, nor could it 'save Russia from a: Duma. Above all, I
think in this resolution thereis a Providential hand and I request the hon.
members of this House to realise it. Otherwise Providence who looks
equally on the'rich as well as on the poor ‘would not have given this resolu-
tion the topmost place in the ballot. | j

With these few words, Sir, I beg to support the motion.

K AN Saurs Mavravi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: Sir,
I'had no mind to speak on the resolution over the Line System; as* I had
very little knowledge about it-—.e, what it was and what itis. But, Sir| 1
have heard the Hon’ble Revenue Minister and the hon. members on the
Congress side, and after hearing them I felt an urge in my mind to speak a
few words on the subject. .

Sir, the Hon’ble Revenue Minister has said that this system protects and
controls the interests of both the settlers. and indigenous tribes: of Assam
Sir, 1. wish to deal with this system in two aspects. Firstly, whether this
system is really a safeguard or a protective for the interests of the “settlers as
well as for theindigenous people of Assam. Secondly, how far it ks
‘affected the ordinary land revenue of the Province: These are the two
aspects on which I shall proceed to deal with this matter. :

We have heard, Sir, that according to this system the' settlers are: con-
fined to a particular area; they are not allowed to go beyond: that ares,
they are not allowed to have l‘and beyond certain line:  For: the indigenous
eribes there is no such restriction; they can go beyond their line or what:has
been called the ¢ Line of Honour ”, and keep and  possess land and own
land within the line of the sett}ers. . Ig it, Sir, protecting or safeguarding’ the
interests of the settlers > Again, Sir, if the:settlers go beyond  the line; they
‘are prosecuted, they are fined, and evenif they, owing: to the forces: of
circumstances, happen to build huts on the other side of the line; -we= have
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heard that their houses are burnt, and burnt by whom ? Sir, they are:
burnt not by the indigenous people of Assam, but by Government which
calls itsclf to be a civilized Government. Is it the way, Sir, to protect or
safeguard the interests of the settlers ?

Again, Sir, asI have learnt from one hon. member, Khan Bahadur .
Mufizur Rahman, who had first hand knowledge of the Line System, -that
these indigenous people are responsible for the settlers going beyond the line.
The settlers were induced by the indigenous tribes, rather-tempted by them
to step beyond the line, and why, Sir? Not because these indigenous people
liked the scttlers, not because they had any interest for the settlers, .but.
because they liked their labour, they wanted their labour, they wanted to.,
enjoy the fruits of their labour. What is the result ?  We find ~even ‘.11" a
settler is induced to go or step beyond the line and settle in the line.of -indis
genous people or indigenous tribes, the result is that this particular settler 1s
punished, his houses are burnt, and no enquiry is made whether he was
induced or attracted to go beyond the line and settle over there, and the .
person from amongst the indigenous tribes, who held out that inducement,
is not punished. Is this protecting the interests of the Mymensinghias .?:.
This reminds me of a story that is in vogue in our part.of the country which
is this, There was a wife and she refused to go to the husband. When she
was asked why, she replied that she did not.like her husband. Then there
was a demand from the side of the husband that if the wife 'did not like her
husband then she must return the ornaments and clothes given to her. Then
the reply was that the wife did not like the husband but she liked
the ornaments a}nd clothes. Here also, these people are not liked by
indigenous inhabitants but they like the fruit of their labour all right. =

Now let us_go to the other side of the picture and see in what ‘way the
. indigenous people are protected by this. I have heard from Mr.
N. K. Dutta, and other hon. members that these indigenous pecople re-
quire protection. For what do they require protection ? they  have
got ample land, they live in plenty” and I do not understand mwhat
protection they require. No instance has been cited by these hon. mem-
bers who have preceded me saying how these Mymensinghias insulted
the indiggnogs people nor was it made clear whether on account of these set-
tlers, the indigenous people, could not cultivate their lands or they could not. .
occupy their lands, such is not the fact. What is this talk that they want them
to live in plenty and plenty for what ? They want that these people should
remain as uncivilised as they are now, and they want them to remain_as idle
as ever. They want to protect them from healthy competition, from healthy
rivalry. But apart from this these people are innocent and they are addic-
ted to opium and drink. I would ask the hon. members whether they want
to protect their opium cating habit,

"There is another thing about this line system. This line system, I think,
is not the creation of the people; nor, asfar as I can understand, did the
indigenous people of the province want this system. It is the creation of the
burecaucratic: Government of old whose foster child it continues to be. Sir,
with a view to perpetuate this barbarous line system, one of the bureaucratic
master himself went so far as to describe the settlers as land-hungry people,
as vultures hovcrm_g over land as if land is carcase. I would ask the Hon’ble
HOI}SC, if defamat}qn is still a crime, is not this reporter guilty of that ? If
setting up and exciting one scction of the people against another is a crime,
I think the reporter of that Picce of information is certainly guilty of that
charge. If promoting ill-feeling and hatred and enmity. against one gec-

tion of His Majesty’s subjects is a ceime, Sir, I think the gentleman who has
submitted that report is guilty of it.  Mr. Mullan has described these people
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as land hungry people. I would ask Mr. Mullan himself and this House a
well to judge whether these settlers who have come from a neighbouring
district of Bengal are greater land-hungry people than Mr. Mullan and his
comrades, I mean his white comrades, who travelled from more than scven
thousand miles by land and sea at great personal discomfort to settle in the
juglglcs of Assam where formerly wild beasts and birds only roamed
about.

Again, Sir, I feel very much ashamed to find that one hon. member on
the side of the Clongress for whom we have got high regards actually quoted
chapter and verse from it. How he could even touch that indecent report is
what I am wondering.

" Tue Hon’sre THE SPEAKER : The hon. member has got only two
minutes more,

KHAN Sams Mauravi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY: Am
I to think, Sir, that the elephant has different set of tusks to exhibit other
than that by which it eats. )

Now, Sir, I come to the second aspect of it namely the effect it has over
the land revenue of the province. Sir, a reference to the report submitted
by the Assam Government to the Statutory Commission will make it clear
that we have got five million acres of untilled land in this province of Assam.
Making liberal allowance for the swampy portions of Sylhet district and the
sandy tracts of the Brahmaputra Valley and foot hills, still we have got three
million acres of land at our disposal. If these acres be settled, then our
income under the head land revenue would have quadrupled. From that
point also this line system is pernicious and detrimental to the interests of the
people and the province. : .

: Tur Hon’sre tue SPEAKER : I hope the hon. member will finish
is speech. '

l;CHAN Same Mavravi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : Yes,
I have finished, Sir. In this view of things I think, Sir, it will be better if a
Committee is formed with the following members as its personnel and this
matter be referred to this Committee for their serious consideration and
investigation, so that every aspect of the matter may be threshed out and the
Committee may come to a definite finding about it. T propose, the names of
the following members for the Committec (1) Sj. Gopi Nath Bordoloi,
Mr. Hockenhull, Sj. Rajendra Nath Barua, Sj. Purna Chandra Sarma,

Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan, Mr. Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed, Maulayi
Munawwar Ali, Khan Bahadur Mahmud Ali, and Maulavi Abdur Rouf,
These ecight members to be in the Committee and Mr. Dawson to be the
Secretary. 1

Srjur  SARVESWAR BARUA: Does this come as an amend.
ment, Sir ?

Tue Hon’sLe THE SPEAKER : Does the hon. member want to move
it as an amendment ?

Kuan Samms Mavravi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY: I
suggest that, Sir, if it be acceptable to the hon. members of this House, I
do not move any amendment,

Tre Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : Then the hon, member is only supple-
menting the assurance of the Hon’ble Revenue Minister by adding some
mames, If the resolution is to be withdrawn on the assurance of the Hon’ble
Revenue Minister, the assurance, is further enlarged by adding these names.
Is this the position ?
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KuaNn Sarm MavLavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : Sir,
there was an assurance from the Hon’ble Revenue Minister that he would
appoint a Committee. But we did not hear anything about the personnel of
that Committee. I have suggested four names from each of the two Valleys
and the name of Mr. Dawson as Secretary.

THE HoN’BLE THE SPEAKER : So this suggestion is merely meant for
the Hon’ble Revenue Minister,

I would remind the House that the other day, when the debate was
adjourned, it was done so on the assurance given by Maulavi Munawwarali
that new facts and figures would be forthcoming. I would now draw the
attention of the House to that assurance and request hon. members to
remember that fact in making speeches on this resolution. :

Srijur SARVESWAR BARUA : Sir, we think the question has been
discussed threadbare and it would be a waste of time to continue the discus-
sion. I therefore beg to move that the question be now put.

Kuan Suaum Mauvravi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: Sir, as a member
from the Assam Valley I should like to have my say in the matter.

Tre Hon’sLE THE SPEAKER : Does the hon. member move a closure ?
Srijur SARVESWAR BARUA: Ido, Sir.
MauLavi MUNAWWARALIL: I have a right of reply, Sir.

Tae Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : The hon. mover will have a right of
reply after the closure.

Tue Hown’sLE THE SPEAKER : The question now is that the ques-
tion be put.
The motion was carried.

Mauravi MUNAWWARALIL: Sir, at the very outset I should like
to place certain facts for the very serious consideration of the hon, mem-
bers of this House. The other day these figures were not placed before them
and up to this point of the debate the figures have not been forthcoming,
I quote the figures, Sir, from the tables of Agricultural Statistics of Assam
for the year 1935-36. It is contended that there is very little land available
for settlement. The figures are there and they will speak for themselves.

Culturable waste land other than fallow in the Kamrup district is
418,050 acres and the net area sown during the year is 983,260 acres,
that is to say only 35 per cent. of the total land is being sown in the district of
Kamrup. The figures for Nowgong are that there are 1,438,790 acres of
cultivable waste land other than fallow, as against 499,689 acres actually
sown, showing that only 15 per cent. of the total area is under actual culti-
vation.  As regards Darrang, the culturable waste land other than fallow is
718,890 acres and the land sown was 554,231 acres, which means that only
25 per cent. of the total land is under cultivation. As regards Sibsagar dis-
trict, culturable waste land is 1,482,573 acres, the land sown is 754,856
acres, which means that only 22 per cent. of the total land is sown. "Thc
area of culturable waste land for Lakhimpur is 1,486,599 acres, the area
actually sown is 503,442 acres only, that is to say, 15 per cent. of the tota]
land is sown. The figure for Sylhet, is that 51 per cent. of the total area of
the district is sown. If Sylhet could still afford room for settlement of land
and invite settlers to settle in Sylhet, why should Nowgong, where 15 per
cent. of the land only is sown and the rest is available for settlement, or
Kamrup or Darrang or Sibsagar or Lakhimpur where only 35, 25, 22 and 16
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per cent. of land respectively is sown, not affordiroom for settlement ?  Sir,
we have in our district of Sylhet waste lands and we have no line system. We
even invite settlers to come. They settle and bring prosperity and wealth
to our country. There has never been any cause of friction, the scttlement
is still going on and there has been no complaint. What obtains in my dis-
trict is this. We even give lands rent-free, say, from two to three years.
My hon. friends from the Congress block have stated with great empha-
sis that the absence of the line-system would be a cause of friction and they
have also said that murders and pillage and all sorts of things have been oc-
curring. But they have not cited any instance. But, if the line prevents fric-
tion, then why do my friends of the Congress block press for joint electorate?
It does not lie in their mouth to say that the joint electorate system is profi-
table and good for the Indian nationhood ? Those of my hon. friends
who have gone through the Muddiman Report might have scen that in
‘that report Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru opined that “‘communal electorates
lessen friction”, Sir, I must say with all the emphasis at my comrna'nd_ that
it does not lie in their mouth to say that the line system lessens friction if
they are not prepared to accept the principle of separate clectorates. Do
they agree therefore in principle to communal clectorates, because when
Hindus and Musalmans vote—Hindus for Hindus and Musalmans for Musal-
mans—there will be no likelihood of friction ? /

Then it has been stated that the line is a ‘line of honour’. If that_: is s0,
those who are pressing for communal electorate are justified in thinking 1t
as a ‘system of honour® and it would not be proper for the Congressmen Lo
say—*‘abolish this line’. Is this a line of honour, Sir ? I should say from
the view point of Indian Nationhood that it is a line of dishonour, because
it keeps apart one from his kith and kin, one Indian from another Indian.
Most of the people of the Brahmaputra Valley who are there now may have
come earlier than those who have now been pouring in, but that is no rcason
why they should be treated differently. If we are to go on reserving lands
gndiscriminately for the coming generations then there could be ‘no genune
ideal for the uplift of the nation. It has been said that the indigenous pco-
ple will suffer if there is no such reservation of lands. Could America have
been discovered, could Australia and the various other colonies have been
discovered if the Englishmen had followed the dictum of my hon,
friends here if they were made devoid of the spirit of adventure, as my
hon. friends there want their fellow brethren to be ? One of my friends
has stated that the line is checking the cancer of communal antagonism,
but I should like to say that it is rather endangering the cancer.

Sir, this question has drawn the attention of the hon. members of this
House much more than any other question has done during this session of
the Assembly. The Hon’ble Revenue Minister the other day admitted,
when a question was put to him regarding the colonisation scheme, that the
colonisation area is chiefly meant for the Sylheties (voices : No,—No.). The
Sylheties have got to pay premium for occupying lands within the colo-
nisation area. No indigenous pcople go there within the area because they
have got hundreds and hundreds of puras of lands reserved for them. With-
out entering into the question of justification or otherwise for charging pre-
mium from people coming from outside the province, I wish to ask where is
the justification for charging premium from the Sylheties ? Then are they
not foreigners in their own province ?

. Then again the term ‘immigrants’ has been justly characterised as a
Mmisnomer. If these people had come from another part of the world they
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might have  been characterised as immigrants'; but, Sir, pcogle coming
from one district to another in the same province are called immigrants
and charged premium ! T objected to this invidious'premium in the pre-
vious Council and I had been talking at the top of my voice for the abo-
lition of this, but the adamant bureaucratic Government did not pay heed
to it ! Now we are to hear from a popular Government if there is any
justification for that premium. :

I do not like to dilate upon the subject any further because I think the
relevant points have been amply elucidated and brought home to every hon.
member. But I would appeal to the hon. members of the House parti-
cularly to those who are out with a view to bring cmz}nc1pan0n to India and
whose policy is to see India free—not only free, bu; mc}cpcndcnt. Is there
any justification for the maintenance of this line'? Sir, I may beg your
indulgence to permit me to say ti}:s. I have rgad in papers in connection
with a case which has just been d1sposcgl of that as chh as Rs.28,000 were
received by theindigenous people as price of lands belonging to them and
sold 'to the so-called immigrants | Then wl}o are responsible for allowing
this line to be broken ? TIsit not the indigenous people themselves who
really have broken the line ? ‘Then how can you call it a ‘line of honour® ?
If it were a line of honour, why those who call it a line of honour allow
the immigrants to transgress it ! Is it not a fact that the line is allowed to
be crossed on receipt of some silver coins ?

I hope the hon. members will consider the _wholc matter very carefully
and view it from the Indian national point of view.

Tre HoN'sLE Srjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI:  Sir, while
on this debate the other day, Government gave an assurance that if this
resolution was withdrawn then Govcrnm'cr}t would have a representative
commiittee appointed—a committee consisting only of one official and the
rest non-officials to enquire into the whole question. Government stated
quite plainly that if this resolution was not withdrawn, then Government
would oppose this resolution. Government sticks to that position.

Mavravi MUNAWWARALI: On a pcrsqnal explanation, Sir. I
shall be agrecable to withdraw the resolution if the Hon’ble Revenue
Miniser will accept the committee suggested by my hon. friend to my left.

Tre Hon’sLe Srjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: So far as
the personnel is concerned, I am not prepared to make any _dcﬁnitc statement,
but I am prepared to accept the general principle underlying the' personnel
which has been just mentioned, namely, Sir, that two members will be from
the Assam Valley Hindus, and I would only add one scheduled caste because
we must have a member from the Scheduled caste: That would make three
from the Assam Valley Hindus, and one from the tribal. There will be
“three Muhammadans—one will be from the Surma Valley, one from the
Assamese Muhammadans and one from that we generally call settlers.

- Mauvtavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY : Will the: Hon’ble
Minister be pleased to accept the suggestion that as immigrants are mainly
concerned, there should be more immigrant members in the Committee,

Tue Hon’sre Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Well,

there will be-a European member and also the Revenue Secretary, I am
not prepared to.accept the suggestion that Mr. Dawson should be taken in,
because Mr. Dawson occupies the position of the member of the Revenue
Tribunal. He is the highest Judicial Officer in the province so far ag
revenue matters are concerned. Questions of settlement of areas, etc.,
are liable to come to him on appeal. So we do not Propose
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to have Mr. Dawson in the Committee. I believe therefore that the
House is in general agrecment that a committee be appointed to go into
this question. If on the other hand, my hon. friend insists on carry-
ing his resolution, I ask him, what additional advantage he will gain if this
resolution is carried. Does he mean to say that by the abolition of the line
system he will get thousands of acres of land available for scttlement of
immigrants at oncc ? What is this line system after all ? This line system
is for the benefit both of immigrants as well as indigenous pcople. It was,
at any rate intended as such.

Then, Sir, on the other hand, hon. members who are opposing this
resolution must not understand that by merely defeating this resolution, they
will gain anything substantial._ Hon. members have seen in_replies to
questions that in Nowgong itself in 1936 the area occupied by immigrants
is 204,078 acres and that occupied by the natives of the province is 337,082
acres. Even in spite of the line system a considerable area of land has been
already settled with immigrants. But the whole question 1s, how we can
protect the immigrants as well as indigenous people. By merely perpetuat-

ing the line system we cannot protect the indigenous people. Some meanss

will have to be found by an agreement whercby we can do something
for these people who have scttled for years in these areas, and who, in some
cases, have adopted Assamese as their mother tongue, and have also
written books in Assamese. Should we, for eternal future, classify them
as immigrants ? Should we not also do something for their protection
and at the same time find out means whereby we can check this influx of
immigrants and also devise some means to safeguard the interests c_)f' the
indigenous people ? I may mention here that unless and until the Hindus
and Muhammadang, the two principal communities, are united, there is
no hope for them in future, and by doing somecthing that is calculated to
further alienate that fecling we may bring about our own ruin. If we
now refuse to enquire into this matter carefully and only seck to defeat
this resolution, a feeling of resentment will be roused in our Muhammadan
brethren. Therefore, Sir, I ask this House to agree to the appointment
of a Committee without prejudice to enquire into the question. A ques-
tionnairre will be framed and the recommendations of the Committee will
be placed before this House and the House will get another OPportunity
to express its views. They can then refuse or accept the recommendation
of the Committee. Only 2 or 3 months will be taken by this committee,
Nothing serious will happen. The decision rests wit}} this I:Iousc. Simp]
by passing this resolution they cannot dispense with the hnp system. Ip
the meantime, instructions will be issued to Deputy Commissioners that
pending a decision, the existing system will be maintained strictly.

Rar Banapur PROMODE CHANDRA DATTA : Is there any amenpd.
ment to that effect before the House, Sir ?

_ _Mauravi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY: On a point of informa-

tion, Sir. ~ T have not yet heard from the Hon’ble Revenue Minister if he
would give the assyrance that the immigrants’ interests will be effectively
represented, one single member is not enough. We want one more.

TuE HoN’BLE SryjuT ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHLTRI : We haye
not come to any decision about the personnel of the Committee. We shall
consider the whole suggestion. As I have just stated before the House,
whether the number will be increased or not, I am not in a position to say
now definitely, '
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Tie Hon'sie tae SPEAKER : The Hon’ble Minister will please let
the House know about the number of members.

... THE Hon‘BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Sir, there
will be three Hindu members including one scheduled caste ; three Muham-
madan members—one Muhammadan member will of course come from
the: Surma Valley and two Muhammadans from the Assam Valley ; one
Eur opean member, one tribal member and the Revenue Secretary.. Thus
there will be nine members in all. I think, I have substantially accepted
the suggestion of my hon. friend Khan Sahib Maulavi Mudabbir Hussain
Chaudhurj excepting that I have included one scheduled caste member.

THE Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : Then I am going to put thc_qucstion_

MAurLavi MUNAWWARALI: Before you put the question, Sir, I
want to be sure if the Hon’ble Revenue Minister gives serious consideration
to the suggestion advanced by my hon. friend Maulavi' Abdul Matin
Chaudhuw.

Tae Hon’sre Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: If the
hon. members want to increase the number of the members, then I should
rather like to ask the House to elect their own members.

. Maveavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY: Sir, it concerns the
immigrants mainly as they want their interests to be safeguarded. It does not
concern the House as a whole so much.

Tue Hon’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Sir,
perhaps the hon. members know that there is no restriction in other districts
except in Nowgong for the Sylheti immigrants. Only in the district of
Nowgong there is a block in the colonisation area for the immigrants of the
Sylhet district. And one hon. member of the Sylhet district has actually
moved the resolution. So the Muhammadans of the Sylhet district as well
as the Assam Valley districts are interestd in it. Therefore we want to have
one Muhammadan member from Surma Valley and two Muhammadan
members from the Assam Valley one being from the Mymensingh settlers.

Mavuravi ABDUL MATIN CGHAUDHURY :—-3ir, the question is
mainly between the Assam Valley peopleatid the immigrants of the Assam
Valley and in order to safeguard the interests of the immigrants their number

should be increased by one. !
MavLavi MUNAWWARALI : I also accept the suggestion of my
hon. friend Maulavi Abdul Matin Chaudhury. :
Tue Hon’sLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I will take

the suggestion of the hon. member into consideration. s :
Mavravi MUNAWWARALI . When assurance 1s given, eg leave
to withdraw the re:oluti :n. e
Srijur PURINA CHANDRA SARMAH '—I oppose 1t; Sir.

The Hox'sre THE SPEAKER : I am going to put the question. :
Tue HonlsrLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: According

to rule 74 the leave of the Assembly has to be taken. The rule says that
““A member who has moved a resolution or amendment to a resolution shall

not withdraw the same except by leave of the Assembly.” !
Ra1 Bamapur PROMODE CHANDRA DATTA : Yes, Sir. With

regard to the motion the majority of the votes of the House will have to be

taken.
Tue Hon’sLe THE SPEAKER : Then I shall have to ask wheéther the
Assembly gives leave to the mover of the resolution to withdraw the motion.
Sryur PURNA CHANDRA SARMAH : On a point of information,

Sir May I know whether rule 70 applies in this case ?
Tue Hon'sre THE SPEAKER: Rule 70 does not apply in this case,

but rule 74(1) is applicable in this case:
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The question is that leave be granted to the hon. mover of the
resolution on the line system to withdraw the resolution.

It was put to the House and the Hon’ble Speaker declared that it was
carried, but there was a protest from the opposition party that it was not

carried.

Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMAH : Sir, I claim a division.
The House divided with the following result :—

Ayes—63.
1. Babu Akshay Kumar Das.
2. Babu Bipin Behari Das.
3. Srijut Jogendra Narayan Man-
dal
4. Babu Kalachand Roy.
5. Babu Kamini Kumar Sen.
6. Babu Lalit Mohan Kar.
7. Dr. Mahendra Nath Saikia.
8. Mr. Naba Kumar Dutta.
9. Rai Bahadur Promode Chandra
Datta. 1
10. Srijut Purandar Sarma.
11. The Hon’ble Srijut Rohini Ku-
" mar Chaudhuri.
12. Maulavi Abdul Aziz.
13. Maulavi Abdul Bari
huri.
14. Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan.
15. Khan Bahadur Hazi Abdul
Majid Chaudhury.
16. Maulavi Abdul Matin
dhury.
17. Maulavi Abdur Rahman.
18, Maulavi Syed Abdur Rouf.
19. Maulavi Md. Abdus Salam.
20. Maulavi Dewan  Muhammad
Ahbab Chaudbury.
21. The Hon’ble Maulavi Md. Ali
Haidar Khan.
22. Maulavi Dewan Ali Raja.
93. Maulavi Muhammad Amirud-
din.
24, Maulavi
Ali,
25. Maulavi Badaruddin Ahmed.
26. Mr. Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed.
27. Maulavi Ghyasuddin Ahmed.
28. Maulavi Jahanuddin Ahmed. -
29. Khan Bahadur Maulavi Kera-
mat Ali,
30. Maulavi Muhammad Ma_qbul
Hussain Chaudhury.
31. Khan Bahadur Maulavi Mah-

mud Ali.
32, Maulavi Matior Rahman Mia. -

Chaud-

Chau-

Muhammad Amjad

Noes.—34.
1. Mr. Arun Kumar Chanda.

2. Srijut Beliram Das.
3. Srijut Bhuban Chandra Gogoi.

4. Srijut Bipin Chandra Medhi.

5. Babu Dakshina Ranjan Gupta
Chaudhuri. T

6. Srijut Debeswar Sarmah.
7. Sbrijut Ghanashyam Das.

8. Srijut Gaurikanta Talukdar.
9. Srijut Gopinath Bardoloi.

10. Srijut Haladhar Bhuyan.

11. Babu Hirendra Chandra Chakra-

varty.
12. Srijut Jadav Prosad Chaliha.
13. Srijut Jogendra Chandra Naths ‘
14, Srijut Jogendra Nath Barua.

15. Srijut _]ng-rsch:lndra Gohain.




Noes—34——coneld.

Ayes—63—concld.
16. Srijut Kameswar Das.

33. Maulavi Mabarakali.
34. Khan Sahib Muulavi Madabbi .
Hussain Chaudhurt, ' 17.Mr. Kedarmal Brahmin.
:‘)5' MauIa\f‘l Munav‘wwaralf. 18. Srijut Krishna Nath Sarma.
36. Maulavi Muzarrof Ali Laskar. Sl
37. Maulavi Namwar Ali Barbhuiya. : ; e
38. Maulavi Naziruddin Ahmed, 19~ Babu Rabindra Nath Aditya.
39. Maulavi i 3 i
S:Sa?zfllr. Sheikh  Osman Al 20. Srijut Lakheswar Borodah.
40. The Horn’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir
Muhammad Saadulla. - 21. Stijut Mahadev Sarma.
41. Khan Sahib Maulavi Sayidur > %SpiintMaliz@handra:sBora;
Rahman. 5 ol 2
42. The' Hon’ble ams-ul-Ulama o o
Moaulana Abu Nasr. Md, Wa- 23- Stijut Omeo.Kumar Das.

o é](ﬁCdA BRBEANGS 24. Srijut Paramananda Das,
3; i\{{: 3\1{ ](3;12?2!11 25. Srijut Purna Chandra Sarma.
‘;g ﬁ; w %Iefni?lg 26. Srijut Rajani Kanta Barooah,
48. Mr. B. I. Barry. 27. Srijut Rajendra Nath Bar
49, Mr. F. W. Hockenhull. T S AICCa R .
g({ 1}&; Iﬁ- B oo 28, Srijut Ram Nath Das.
. i 7 . D 2 .
gg ﬁ:‘ssBl\fr?j‘c’?;ﬁnuaﬁ. Momin. 29. Srijut Sankar Ghandra Barua.
i "‘ 1 b l d < -
54. Srijut Bhairab Chandra Das 30. Srijut Sarveswar Barua.

55. Srijut Bideshi Pan Tanti.

g% SR:;JVutL Plnggﬁﬁf‘a” A Ao bw Shibendra Chanita Bives
gg: M _ﬁ;bgﬁéd%?ﬁémk. 32. Srijut Siddhi Nath Sarma.

60. Tl\l]’jiiholl—i?ﬁ;b;? Name R ks Srijut Dhirsingh Deuri.

O St e drm Rachari, - Srjut Karka Dalay Miri

63. Srijut Rupnath Brahma,

Leave was granted and the resolution stood withdrawn.

‘I'ne Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : I may remind hon. members that on
Monday we meet at 10 a.m.

I am making another request to the hon. members. Perhaps hon
members have notiqed that in the name cards numbers have been put. It
will be very convenient if each member remembers the number put down
in his card for the purpose of economising time while taking division.

The House was then adjourned till 10 a.m. on Monday, the 16th

August, 1937.

DATED SHILLONG: ) A. K. BARUA,

The 19th September 1937. _J> Secretary, Assam Legislative Assembl_y,
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APPENDIX A

The 26th July 1937

No.2571-L.S.-G+—In exercise of the power conferred by section 296
of the Assam Munic ipal Act, 1923 (Assam Act I of 1923), as subsequently
amended, the Governor of Assam is pleased to make the following amend-
ment in the rules published with Notification No.1041-E., dated the 8th

March 1924 :—
AMENDMENT

Put an asterisk against “Interest on capital outlay” in column 8 of the
Form 2 prescribed in ruie 21 of the Account Rules for Subsidiary Account

of Special Rates and add the following as a  footnote :—

“*Tn case of expenditure met from loan fund }he annual ; equated
payment should be shown here, no entry being made in column 6.’

C. S. MULLAN,
Secy. ta the Govt. of Assam, Edn, &. L. S.-G. Deptts,



