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Proceedings of the Third Session of the First Assam Legislative
Assembly assembled under the provisions of the Govermment

of India Act, 1935

The Assembly mel al the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 11a.m., on Tuesday, the
21st December 1937

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
STARRED QUESTIONS

Names of Committees appointed primarily of the members of the

Provincial Legislatures

Srjur KAMESWAR DAS asked :

*#135. Will Government please state—
(a4) The names of Committees appointed primarily of the members
of the Provincial Legislatures since July last ?
(b) Which of these Committees were appointed at the instance
of the Legislatures and which at the instance of Government

alone ?

(¢) The principle followed in se
mittees appointed at the inst

(d) The total strength of members
together ?

(¢) The estimated cost for all of them ?

(f) The number of Committees that have completed their labour
of reference and what has been the cost involved ?

(2) Thtilcost incurred by Government till now on account of all of
them ?

lecting the members of the Com-
ance of Government alone ?
of all the Committees taken

Taz HoONBLE MiuLavi Sarvip SIR MJHAMMAD SAADULLA

replied :

135. (a)—Rules Making Committee.
(i1) Retrenchment Commiltee.
(1) Line System Comunittec.
(iv) Dhubri Match Factory Enquiry Committee,
(v) Land Revenue Enquiry Committee,
(vi) Excise Committee.

(b_)——The first 4 at the instance ol the Legislatures and the 1last
t;:rq at thct_mstancc of Government, after apprising the Assembly about
their 1ntention.

(¢)—The hon. i T i
No.193 in tl)'le L s I1fvfh‘:mber is referred to ieply gi

(d)_S,IX‘Y'S_iK (non-official).

(¢)—No estimate was possible.

{f)—The last two Committees have finished
the cost incurred is Rs 1,887,
(g)—Rupess 6,832,

ven to question

th'cir business ard

e ——

e kel
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Marvravi ABDUR RAHMAN : Is the Hon’ble the Chiel Minister
aware that there is a sense prevailing among the members of the House that
most of the committees appointed by Government were not adequately
represented ?

True Hon’aLe MauLavi Satvio Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: We
are not aware of any such complaint, Sir.

Mauravi ABDUR RAHMAN: The Hon’ble the Chief Minister can
take itpfrom me that it is so, and in future see that such a grievance does not
occur ?

Tre Hon'sLe MAuLAvVI Satyrp SR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: It
has been settled on a suggestion from the Chair only the other day that
henceforth the leaders of the individual groups of parties in this Houss will
be addressed to select their own nominees from their parties.

Post of Chief Forest Oficer in the Bijni Raj Ward’s Estate

Srijur KAMESWAR DAS asked :

*136. Will Government please sta‘e—

(a) When the post of the Gaicf Forest Officer in the Bijni Raj
Ward’s Estate was created and what scale of pay was fixed
for it at the start ?

{6) What was the designation of the highest forest officer in the
Estate prior to the creation of this post and what was his
scale of pay ? ;

(¢) Whether the post of the Chief Forest Officer when created was
advertised ?

(d) If so, with what scale of pay ? 28
(¢) Whether there were any candidates of the Goalpara district,
the Assam Valley districts, or the province of Assam ?

(f) Who was the first Chicf  Forest Officer appointed and to
what province did he belong ?

¢) What were his special qualifications for appointment as a Forest
OMficer and if he is continuing still in the post ?

(k) Whether he was ever in Government service ?

(i) Ifso, where, in what capacity, how long he served there
and why he ceased to continue in that service ¥ .

() Whether the scale of his pay has been revised and raised in
the meantime ?

(k) If so, how, when and why ?

(£ Whether there are any scales of pay for the Assistant Manager,
the Sub-Managers and the Chief Medical Officer of the
Estate ?

(m) If so, what are the scales and when were they fixed 7

(n) Whether these scales were revised and raised when revising

and raising the scale of EiEh T 3 =
(¢) If not, Whygnot, ?ca ¢ of pay of the Chief Forest Officer :

Tue HonN’BLE Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

136 (2)—In Octaber 1933. The scale of pay was fixed at Ra, 150-—10—
250 (E. B.)—5—300 per mensem.
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(6)—Forest Supervisor at Rs. 75 per ntensem. This Supervisor
was engaged for that portion of the Bijni Forests (Khuntaghat) which the
Estate itself managed. The forests in the Habraghat areas were managed by
the Government Forest Department under an agreement from 1923 to 1933.

(¢)& (d)—The post of a Ranger for Khuntaghat only was advertised
and the scale of pay fixed for it was Rs. 100—5—150 (E. B.)—10—250
-per mensen.  Before filling up the post it was, on the recommendation of
the Commissioner, decided to create a Superior post—called the Chief
Forest Officer—in place of the Ranger, on the pay noted in the reply to
question (a) above for all the Forestsin the Estate. This post was not
advertised but was given to ane of the candidates who applied for the post
offanger. With the appointnient of the Chief Forest Officer, the agree-
ment with Government for the management of the Habraghat Fores's was
terminated.

(¢)—The information is not available here.

_(f) to ({)—Mr. D. C. Kaith a native of the Punjab. As rcgards
hig qualification and past services the hon. member is referred to the reply
given to starred question No. 92 (4) and (¢) asked by Srijut Paramananda
Das at the current session. He ceased to be in Government service due to
the fact that the temporary post held by him was abolished. As Mr. Kaith
possessed the qualification and practical experience of the Goalpara Forests
the choice fell on him on the recommendation of the Divisional Forest
Officer, Goalpara. Mr. Kaith is still holding the post.

(J) & (k)—Yes in September 1937 to Rs. 175—15—365 (E. B.)-—
15—110—20/2—450 per mensem. Both the Commissioner and the Deputy
Commissioner  strongly recommended that his pay should be raised even
upto Rs. 500 in view of the fact that he had considerably improved the
forests sylviculturally during these four years and that the income from
forests has also gone up appreciably, in spite of the depression, under his
control and supervision.

(I)—A scale of pay exists for the Assistant Manager, Sub-
Manager, Khuntaghat amf the Chief Medical Officer while the Sub-
Manager, Habraghat, gets fixed pay.

(m)—Assistant Manager, —Rs.200—10/2—250, Sub-Manager,
Khuntaghat— Rs.150—200, Sub-Manager, Habraghat— Rs.150, Chief
Medical Officer—Rs.200—10—300.

The pay of all these posts was last fixed in the revised scheme sanc-
tioned in September 1935.

(n) & (0)—No. Because there was no proposal from the Commis-
sioner. In March 1937, however the Commissioner came up with a
proposal to raise the pay of the Chief Medical Officer on which the order
was passed that the case should wait till September 1938 when a proposal
for a compensatory special pay may be considered.

MauvrLavi GHYASUDDIN AHMED: May I know whether the
Manager rccommended for the revision of the scales ?
Tre Hon'BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI;  With refer
ence to what question, Sir ?
}\?{AULA\'I,GHYASUDDIN AHMED: 136.(;), A
v liil.wrlkomm KUMAR CHAUDHURI: The ques-
! ' scale of his pay has been revised and raised in the
meantime * and I have answered that,
; idz’.\lif}l;?‘«;{gnHYAprDlN AHMED ' _M}" SUPPTcmcn!ar_Y question is
whether Hox’ ager recommended the revision of the scales of pay ?
TuE « Checy Srijur  ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURT: 1
want notice o that question, 1t appears that the Commissioner and the
Deputy Commissioner have recommended and shat is sufficient:

é
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Re appointment of Advocate General for Assam

Basu DAKSHINARANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI asked :

*137. Will Government be pleased to state—

(@) Whether any permanent Advocate General has been appoint-
cd to the Government of Assam ?

(6) If not, why not ? ;

*138. (a) Is it a fact that Sir A. K. Roy has been reappointed Advo-
cate General of Assam, for a further period of four months ? 7
(b) If so, what are the terms of his appointment ?

*139. Will Government please state—-

{a) Whether Government “has made any attempt to appoint a
permanent incumbent to the post from amongst the bona fide
natives of the province ? ) -

() The amount spent by Government of Assam on account
of the Advocate Generalg travelling allowance and fees

when he came to address the Assembly in the Budget Ses-
sion ?

¥

Toe Hon'sLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied

137. (a)—Not yet. :

(6~—Government thought it desirable to postpone the making of
a perinanent appointment in order to sec if cconomy could be cffected by
appointing a native of the province, if one suitable could b= found, and also
to scc what decision would be arrived at on the question of the establishment
of a High Court for the province. :

Bapu DAKSHINARANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: May we

knas the time when the final decision will be arrived at ?

“Tue Hon’sLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: We shall
have fp come to some decision before the period of six months is over and
that period will expire on the 23rd May 1938. :

Tue Hon’sLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :
138. (a)—Sir A. K. Roy, has been reappointed for six months with
effect iom the 23rd November 1937. 3
(b)—The hon. member is referred to Notification No.3843-G. J.,
dated the 6th September 1937, published at pages 1540-42 of Part II of the
Assam Gazelte, dated the 8th September 1937.
139. (a)—Not yet.

(6)— Rs. a. p.
Fees 4080 0 0
Travelling allowance 3 i 201 9 o

Bapu DAKSHINARANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: In regard to

(a), may we know if any attempt was made at the outset to appoint a native
of the province ?

Tue HoN’BLE Sryur ROHINT KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Does that
question arise, Sir, under this ? %
Tue HONBLE THE SPEAKER: Yes, that is the main question
« whether Government has made any atiempt (o appoint a 'pcrmancnt
incumbent to the pst from amongst the bona Jide natives of me'hrovince »
Tuae Hov'BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURT - 1 -ha\:'-c
already replied in answer to that that “ Government thought it desirable
to postpone the making of a permanent appointment ip order to see if
cconomy could be eflected by appointing a native of the province, if one
suitable could be found, and also to sce what decision would he arrived at
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on the question of the establishment of a High Court for the province ”’
After coming to a decision on that, we shall take up the other question
and make an attzmpt.

Basu DAKSHINARANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: My question
is if any attempt was made at the outset ?

Tre Hon'sLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : No definite
conclusion was arrived at by the previous Government. But there was a
suggestion to appoint the Advocate General of Bengal as permanent
Advocate General of Assam.

Mgr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Is there any amount paid
monthly to the Advocate General, Bengal, by way of retainer ?

Tee Hon'sLe Srjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : Rupees 250
per mensem. )

Basu DAKSHINARANJAN  GUPTA CHAUDHURI: Do
Government consider that if the Advocate General is a native of the
province Government would not be compelled to pay so much ?

Tue Hon’sre. Sriyjur ROHANI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I think
I am inclined to agreec with the hon. mzmber that if we can appoint a
suitable native of the province, it would be more economical.  (Hzar,

hear.)

Prevalence of Kala azar in Sibsagar Subdivision

Srijur JADAV  PRASAD CHALIHA asked :
#140. (a) Are Government aware that there is widespread prevalence
of kala azar in the Sibsagar Subdivision ?
. (b) If so, will Government please state what  steps
taken to combat this menace ?
(c) If not, do Government propose to m
immediate steps to launch an intensive campaign to
*141. (a) Is Government aware that there are
widespread distress due to epidemic dysentery at

the Sibsagar Subdivision ?
(b) 1f so, do Government propose to give

Sibsagar Local Board to enable it to open at leasl
in the subdivision ?

Tue Hox'BLE REV. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied:

140. (a)—A report was received from the Chairman, Sibsagar Local
Board, in October 1937, to the effect that there were —miny kala azar,
le, rosy and malaria cases in the Sribsagar Subdivision.

(b)—Three Doctors have since been deputed to undertake a
thorough survey of the areas reported to be infected with these discases in
order to ascertain the actual state of infection. A report on the result of
survey NOw in progress is awaited.

(c)—Does not arisc.

141. (a)—Government are aware that Bacillary Dysentery broke out
in an_epidemic form during Ju e to Septemoer 1937 in the Sibsagar
Subdivision. F}vc Sub-Assistant Surgcons and the Assistant Director of
Public Health, Surma Valley and Hill Division, were drafted to the areas
{o combat the epidemic,

. (b)—No. The opening of Local Bo..rd dispensaties is
for the Board w consider.,

are being

ake enquiries and tak=
fisht this disease ?
heavy dath roll, and

the cultivation tims, in

cuTicient graut to the
4 out-door dispensarics

a matter

)
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Re holding of gambling in Abhoyapuri and Bongaigaon Baazars

Sryjutr PARAMANANDA DAS asked :

*142. Will the Hon’ble Minister for Police be pleased to state—
; (a) Whether gambling was practised in broad day light in Abhoya-
puri Bazar and Bongaigaon Bazar, from the 1st November to the 3rd
November 1937 ?
(b) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state
whether the gambling Act is inoperative in those two bazars ?
THE HoN'BLe Sryjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :
142. (a)—Government understand that the local Police received no
information to this effect. Presuming, however, that the hon. member’s
information is correct, Government are issuing instructions for better
watch to be kept in future.
(b)—The Public Gambling Act, 1867 (III of 1867) is operative
in Bongaigaon bazar but inoperative in the Abhoyapuri bazar, with the
exception of sections 13 and 17.

Number of Trade Unions in Assam registered uader the Trade
Unions Act

Mavravi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY asked :
*143. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge be pleased to state—
(1) The number of Trade Unions in Assam registered under the
Trade Unions Act ?
(i5) The total membership of these Unions ?
(i) ‘What steps Government are taking for fostering the spirit of
Trade Unionism in the labour circles in Assam ?
(iv) The number of women labo.rers in the tea gardens of Assam ?
(v) The number of children below 12 years of age employed in
these gardens ?

Tune Hon’sLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :
143 (1) & (ii)—Nil. :
- (m_)—Gpvcrnmcnt are always prepared to register Trade Unions
in conformity with the Act and Rules. :

Workin (iv) & (:‘:’)—St.atc_ments VII and VIII of the Annual Report on the
orking of the Tea Districts Emigrant Labour Act for the year ending 30th

Sept . T (R ) :
ﬁggrce;n:; rl_l 936, a copy of which is placed on the library table, give the
Women s
Children .. .. 270,387

These figures arc framed on the av f 86’07?1 d
. iy cd on the average ; H months, an
‘children mlcans those under sixteen years ﬁf a(éc'two pa e

Re improvement of Dhodar Ali road

KHAN BAHADUR Mauravi KERAMAT o bt
*144. Will Government be pleased to stath__aSLed ‘

(a) When the Dhodar Ali was tak icati
Board for improvement ? Ry e e

() Whether the Communication Board resolyed that the whole
length of the road should be improved ?
(¢) Whether the whole length of the road has been impraved ?
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(d) If not, why not ?

(¢) Whether any provision has been made by the preszat Board to
complete the improvement of the whole length of the road ?
{f) Whether any scheme was laid before the present Board to
- complete the improvement of the whole length of the road ?
(2) If not, will Government be pleased to give reasons why new
roads are being taken up for improvement before complet-

ing the work on the Dhodar Ali ? :
#145. Are Government aware that the portion of Dhodar Ali between
Teok bridge and Kolakhoa village in the Sibsagar sub livision was impass-
able even to the pedestrians during the last rainy season and that many

carts and motor vehicles got damaged on this portion of the road ?

*146, Do Government propose to take up this portion of the road for

improvement in this cold season ?

Tue Hon'sLe MaurLavi Sarvio Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

144.(a)—From the 15th December, 1935.
(b)—No. '
(¢)—No.
(d)—Because the scheme proposed by the Communications Board
accepted by Council, and approved by the Government of India was for

improving “portions” only and not the whole road.
(¢)—No. A further portion between the Desoi bridge and the

unction with the Seleng Railway Station feeder road has however been
selected by the present Board. Also alternative roads between Amguri
Station and Nazira and between Bhojo station and Jaipur have been includ-
ed in the present programme.

)—No.
(%;)—Thc roads included in the new programme are considered to
be of greater importance than the remaining portions of the Dhodar Ali.
K1an Bagapur Mavravi KERAMAT ALL: Are Government aware
that the portions that have not been taken up become very muddy in the
rainy season and thercfore great inconvenience is caused to wheeled traffic ?

Tae HoNBLE MAULAVI SAIYID SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I

take the hon. member’s statement as correct. :
Kuan BAHADUR MAULAVI KERAMAT ALI: If that is so,. will

Government be pleased to take steps to improve thosc portions ?
Lavi Sarvip S;ir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: We

Tae HoN'BLE MAU : v L
will finish the present programinc, and if money is available, the other por-

tion may be taken up. :
1 K-HX N BanapurR Mauravi KERAMAT ALI: Do Government realise

that it is no usc taking up a new scheme before finishing the old schemes ?

Tue Hon’BLE Maurav: Saivio Sire MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
The recommendations of the previous Commuaication Board accepted by
the Council and approved by the Government of India were to improve
“Ponions” only.

T:iHE Hox'ste Mavuravt Saryio S;iR M JHAMMAD SAADULLA
geplied :

i

145.—Government have no information,
146.—No.
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Number of Live Stock Inspectors
Sryjur MAHI CHANDRA BORA asked :

®147. Will Government be pleased to state—

(@) The number of Live Stock Inspectors with their scales of pay
and the number of cattle under their charge ?
(6) The qualification required for such posts ?

®148. Is it a fact that the present working staff consisting of sixty Veteri-
rary Assistant Surgeons are not sufficient to meet the heavy demands
adequately of the ryots of Assam having nearly 58 lakhs of cattle popula-
tion besides the other animals over an area of 61,500 square miles ?

*149. Do Government propose to take immediate steps to give effect to
the recommendations of the Royal Commission on Agriculture relating to the
Veterinary Department which among other things says that there should be
anc Veterinary Assistant Surgeon for each twenty-five thousand animals so
that the various epidemic diseases breaking out among the agricultural and
other cattle of the ryots may be more efficiently coped with ?

THE Hon’BLE MAuravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN replied :

147. (a)—There are five Live Stock Inspectors—One in the scale of pay
of Rs. 125—150—160—10/2—200 —20/2—300 (old) and four on
Rs. 80—90—100—4—140—6—200 (new). T'he Live Stock Inspectors are not
in charge of any particular number of cattle, but are in charge of the breed-
Ing centres in their respective circles, :

(b)—The qualification required for such postsis I. D. D. (Indian
Dairy Diploma).

KHAN BAHADUR MAuLAvi MAHMUD ALI: May I know how many
of the Live Stock Inspectors are Muhammadans ?

Tue HoN'BLE MAuravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN: I do not
know. I require notice of the question.

KHAN BAHADUR Mauravi MAHMUD ALI: Who are these five ? May
I know their names ?

(No reply)
Tue Hon’BLE MAuravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN replied :
148:—Yes.
149.—The hon.

member is referred to the reply given to a similar ques-

tion asked by Srijut Gauri Kanta Talukdar at the  last August session of

the Assembly.

Number of teachers in all the aided High Enzlish Schools of the
Province

MauvrLavi MABARAK AL askeq -

*150. (a) Wil} GOVC!‘{Imcnt please state the total ny b
in all the aided High English Schools of the province ? Tapheioliteachcr

(6) How many of them are Muhammadans ?

Tae Hon'BLE SHAMS-UL-UraMA MauLana ABU NASE ‘o
WAHEED replied :
I1150. (a)—fﬁvc hundred and four,
(b)—-cighty-two.
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MauvrLavi MABARAK ‘ALI: May I know why the Muhammadan re-

presentation is so meagre ?
Tue HonN’BLE SHAMs-UL-Urama-Maurana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED :

Because they came up later in the service.

Mavravi MABARAK ALI: May I know what steps have been taken
by Government to make up the deficiencies ?

Tae Hon’BLE SHAMS-UL-ULAaMA MauLana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED :
There is now being followed the principle of communal representation and
according to that principle the Muhammadans will gradually get their due
share.

: Mauvravi ABDUR RAHMAN : Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that
appointments are made by the Managing Committees ?

Tue Hon’BLE SHAMS-UL-ULAMA MaurLana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED:
Many Managing Committees appoint teachers with 'the approval of the
Director of Public Instruction.

Mavravi MABARAK ALI: Isthere any circular for communal re-
presentation ?

Tue HoN’BLE SHAMs-UL-UrAaMa MauvrLana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED:
Yes, there is one.

Mauravi MABARAK ALI: May I know whether this circular is
acted upon ?

THE HoN’BLE SHAMS-UL-ULAMA Maurana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED:
As far as our information goes, it is acted upon.

Mavuravi ASHRAFUDDIN MUHAMMAD CHAUDHURY : Will
Government see that before the grant is extended. this policy is pursued ?

Tre How'LE SnAMs-UL-ULAMA MauLana ABU NASR 'MD. WAHEED:
The circular is already there.

Re post of Anzsthetist in Dibrugarh Civil Hospital
KHAN Saum. MaurLavi. SAYIDUR RAHMAN asked :

*151. Will Government be. pleased .to state when and how- -the newly
created post of an Anzsthetist in Dibrugarh Civil Hospital -is. going to. be
filled up ?

THe Hon'sLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

151.—The post will shortly be filled up by the appointment of a Syb.
Assistant Surgeon from the permanent cadre.
KHAN SanBe Mauvravi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: Wil it be filled up by
the Department or by the Public Service Commission ?
Tre HoN’BLE REv. J. J. M: NICHOLS-ROY: It will be through the
recommendation of the Public Service Commission.

Sufferings of the people of Harucharai, Baligann an{ Hezari mauzas
in Jorhat Subdivision from Bhozdoi floods

SrjuT KRISHNA NATH SARMAH asked :

*
152. (a) Are Government aware that the peopls of Harucharai, Bali-

gaon and Hezari mauzas in th pEs %
doi foods for L8 Lk b ;cig:l}at Subdivision are suffering from Bhog-
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(8) Ysit a fact that breaches arz caused alm
the rainy season in either banks of the river ?
(¢) Isit a fact that this is due to the silting up of the original bed
and the stream having now no definite course to carry its water ?
*153. TIs it a fact -hat Government have not so far taken any measure to
solve this long-standing problem givinz a permanent course -to this river ?
*154. Do Government propnse now to survey the situation and take
immediate steps so that the people may be saved from such recurring trou-
bles and sufferings everv year ?
*155. Ts it a fact that the Public Work: Danartmant maintains a bund
only on the left bank up to the Jorhat-Kokila-nukh road ?

*156. .(a) Do Goverament propose to give a permanent - course to the
river ?

ost-every. year in

(b) If not, d» Government propose to- extend the Public :Works
Department bund on the left bank further down beyond Jorhat-Kokilamukh
road and also to provide a bund on the right bank ?

THe Hon’BLE . Mauravi Sarvip Sk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

152. (a)—Yes.

(b)—Government are aware that brsaches ‘occur - frequently in
the bunds maintained by the villagers.

(c)—Yes. But the silting of the bed is
river being constrained to follow an artificial course
to perform its natural functions of land formation. a

153.—Owing to the opposition of people on t
ment have not been able to take the actio

Srijur  KRISHNA NATH SARMAH : Have Government -actual-
ly taken any measures to divert

the water in the right channel ?

THE HoN’sLE Mavrav SAvip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
The experts say that the river should be allowed to take its own course, but
the villagers persist in building up bunds. Therefore ,Government have not
bccnsablc toﬁglﬁcl:a ESHW% stchSs. to allow the river tq take 71;;3 natural course.

RIJUT AR SARMAH : ; th
river has been taking different courses duriar:’gc tt(iolv SRaent nolt.:% S

Tue HoN’BLE MAULAVI  Sarvip SIR MUﬁii&ﬁ%’ga‘sMDULLA:
g;;;y;sc the natural course of the river hag been obstructed by the villagers’
o Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAY They ar

Tue HoN'BLE MAULAVI SArvin Sir §
original bund was maintained by the PﬁhI{:H&gg %D SAADHLLI?LI} w’lIl'f:
it was breached by the floods, CXperts were sent there epacx"tn}llcn say that it is
no use maintaining that bund; because the river is , tak; i 2 }:,- towards
that direction and the Public Works Department alix)lg ﬁs czurtshat bund.
But that did not satisfy the villagers anq they are still i bunding
inspite of the experts’ advice and Pursuation of the DcmSl: 98 Oglt is now
impossible to check the course of the riyver on that Sidcpar B

Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAH : - Arc Government that a large
number of people suffer on account of this condition of t} G d Gov-

rnment also suffer a large amount of revenye 2 CARYCERS
; Tue Hon’BLE MAULAVE Sarvio Sir MU
Yes, it is quite correct, If the river had been a]
would have brought silt on the land and._the

higher.

much increased by the

instead of being allowed
nd - drainage.

he right bank Govern-
n they consider proper.

¢ mending the original bund

HAMMAD SAADULLA:
owed its natural course, 1t
Jand would ; have become
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Srrjur DEBESWAR SARMAH: When the river is expected to take

its natural course ?
Tue Hon’sLe Mauravi Saryip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:

That data could not be collected because the river was not allowed to take
its own course.

Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAH : Can we expect the Hon'ble the Chief
Minister to pay a visit to the place in the near future and see the situation

himself and learn matters firsthand ?
Tue Hon’BLE Mauravi Sarvip S;tr MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:

I am no expert in irrigation, but when I visit Jorhat, I will gladly take the
help of my hon. friend and go to the locality.

Tue Hon’BreE Mavravi Sarvip S;tee. MUHAMMAD  SAADULLA
replied : :
154.—No. In the opinion of Government it is owing to the action of
people on the right bank that these troubles are recurring, vide reply to 153
above.

155.—Yes.
s 156. (a)—The hon. member is referred to reply to question No.
(6)—No.

Srijur KRISHNA NATH SARMAH : There are breaches in the left
bank. Have Government constructed a bund on the left bank ?

THE How’BLE Mauravi Saryio Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
The éeft bari]:c is maintained by the Public Works Department.

RUT KRISHNA NATH SARMAH : Up t i i
that there is no bund. g S poit Peyond

Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAH : The point is that the D

; . : tment
has left the right bank to nature. Do not Government maj e
o ment maintain a bunc
- gHE HoN’sLe Mauravr Sarvip Sire MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

es, Sir.

Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAH : Much below the town.

TueE Hon’sLe Mauravt Saryio S;irk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Much is a relative term

Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAH: Are there some influential persons
there whose properties will be at stake if the left bund is not maintained ?

TueE Hon’BLE Mauravi Sarvip Sz MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
I refute that insinuation, Sir.

New Schemes passed by Government and included in the Budget
Estimates for 1937-38

Mavravi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY asked :

*157. Will Government be pleased to state—

(1) How many of the new schemes passed by Government and
included in the Budget Estimates for 1937-38 have up till now
been translated into action ?

(2) How many of these schemes have been given effect to in the
Surmz_a Valley and how many in the Assam Valley ?

(3) What is the amount spent in each Valley for the schemes alrea-
dy materialised ?

(4) Do Government contemplate to work out the remaining
schemes before the next financial year commences 7 If nat
why not ? '
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Tue HoN'BLE MAuLAvi Sarvip SR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

157.(1)—Out of 50 new sche
already been given effect to.

(2)—Four in Surma Valley and 17 in Assam Valley. The rest con-
cern the whole Province.

((3))—-‘§upecs 8,32) in Surma Valley and Rs.39,496 in Assam Valley.
4)—YVYes.

mes provided for in the budget, 44 have

Amount of travelling allowance drawn by Heads of Departmeants

Mavuravi ABDUL BART CHAUDHURY asked :

*153. Will Goverim=at b= plaasad t) [ay 01 thz tabl: a statem=nt show-
ing the amount of travelling allowance drawa by the following officers in the
years 1934-35, 1935-36 and 1936-37 ?

(1) Inspectr General of Police.
(2) D:puty Ins>:ctor Gzneral of Police
vestization Department.
(3) Director of Public Health.
(4) Additional Directors of Public Health.
5) Inspzctor General of Civil Hospitals.
6, Superintendiny Engineers.
7) Director of Public Instruction. ;3

in charge of Criminal In-

Tue Hox’sLe Mauravi SAvip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

158. 1934-35 1935-36 1936-37
Rs. RS. Rs.

(1)— 8377 e .. 2,019
g)e=pasiia i aat b S &ii939
(B0 507w I S Ton B
R L 4 90 Ak e 2,059
(5)==Rd7E o, g ety LB TS
(6] qmg - Realle ¥ . 4,992
(T)— 1894 ... 2,348 2,365

MauLavi ABDUR RAHMAN: May I know whether there i any
limit of days in a month for travelling of those officers ?

Tue How’sLe  Mauravi Satvio Stk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA.:
I am not sure that there is any limit. But the limit of funds is there. It is
up to the Budget provision.

Mauravi ABDUR RAHMAN: May I know how many Assistant
Directors of Public Health are there ?

THE Hon’BLE Mauravi Sarvip Sz MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:

At present there is only one.

Number of days Spent on tour by Members of the Cabinet and the
amount of travelling allowance drawn by them

Mauravi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY asked :

#159. Will Government be pleased to State—

(1) The number of days spent *n toyy B, +ble Members of
the Cabinet in and outside the PI‘O\?irEc: SE;I; Aeprﬂ 1193788
(2) The places visited by them ?

(3) The amount drawn by each of them as travelling allowances P
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Tue Hon'BLE MAaurLavi Sarvic S MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

Days
159. (1)—Hon'ble Chief Minister S 7153
Hon’ble Minister, Education ... 4329
Hon’ble Minister, Revenue ... e 30
Hon'ble Minister, Local Self-Government woy23

Hon’ble Minister, Agriculture ... sy g

(2)—Hon’ble Chief Minister—Bombay, Dawki, Sylhet and

Sorbhog.

Hon’ble Min'ster, Education—Habigani and Sylhet.

Hon’ble Minister, Revenue—Gauhati, Boko, Palasbari, - Dhubri,
Chaygaon, Sonapur, Chamata, Ram»ur, Parakushi, Tezpur, Soo-
tia, Silghat, Nowgong and Majpathar.

Hon’ble Minister, Local Self-Government-—Gauhati, Nowgong,
Dibrugarh, Jorhat, Golaghat, Sylhet, Badaghat, Sunamgzanj and
Bhatipara.

Hon’ble Minister. Agriculture—Sylhet.

Rs. a. p.

(3)— Hon’ble Chief Minister R 212 - 0
Hon'’ble Minister, Education ... e w3 B2A V2 0
Hon’ble Minister, Revenue T aaS2 0wl 2750
Hon’ble Minister, Local Self-Government... : 474 12 0
Hon’ble Minister, Agriculture ... i L e 1)

Mauravi ABDUR RAHMAN : Is it a fact that the Hon’ble Revenue
Minister and the Hon’ble Minister for Local Self-Government confined
their tours only to the Assam Valley Districts ?

Tue Hon’BLE Mauravi Sarvip St MUHAM AAD SAADULLA:
It is apparent from the reply that I have given, Sir.

Mauravi ABDUR RAHMAN : Will the Hon’ble Revenue Minister
undertake any tour in the Surma Valley Districts ?

Tue Hown’BrLe Mauravi Saryip S;ir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
Yes, Sir, when he can make time he will go.

Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Isit a fact that the Hon’ble
Education Minister did not visit Cachar as stated yesterday ?

Tue HowsLE Mauvravr Samvip S;'re MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
He did visit Cachar and Karimganj. This reply was drafted before he
undertook that journey.

Srijur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: Isita fact that the Hon'ble
the Chief Minister went to Dawki to avoid rush of visitors -to: his -place at
Shillong ?

Tue Hon’BLE Mauravi Saryio Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
It is not a fact, Sir.

Srijur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: May we know the business
that he had at Dawki ?

Tue How’BLE Mauvravi Sarvip St MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
As hon. members are aware that towards the end of the last session, a
report came that there was land slide just near the Dawki bridge and that
members from Sylhet and Cachar would be compelled to travel ria Gauhati,
Lumding. It would have caused the members great inconvenience and cost
the Government a good deal. Luckily for the Government and hon. mem-
bers, the block on the road was cleared in time. The Exccutive Engineer
:;;: to Ilixfcr?:atfmt'z :;cl wlﬁat fuflther action was nfccssary to keep the road

: 00K at the matter personally.

_Sryur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA : May 1 know what was the
period for which the Hon’ble the Chief Minister was at Dawki ?
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Tuae Hox’sLe Mauravi Sarvio S;ir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Only for one day, Sir.

Srgur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: Could not this duty be done by

the series of Executive Engineers and others ?

Tue How’BLE Mauravt Sarvio Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Yes. Sir.  The experts had gone there. But what was to be done had to be
done in such a way as to avoid future difficulties and inconveniences to
hon. members.

Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAH : May we take it that the Hon’ble
Minister is an expert authority in such matters ?

THE Hon'BLE MauLavi Sawm Sl MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I
can look, Sir, at least for the cause of the land-slide.

Mauravi ABDUR RAHMAN: May I know what are the portfolios
of the Hon’ble the Chief Minister ?

Tae Hon’sLe MauLavi Sarvip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : It
is down in the Gazettr, Sir, and I think it is well known to hon. members.

MavrLavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALJ : May I know, Sir, how

many times the Hon’ble Education Minister visited Comilla after his accept-
ance of office ?

Tue Hon’sLe Mauravi Sarvip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : The
Hon’ble Education Minister did not visit Comilla at Government expense at
any time.

Death roll from epidemic of dysentery, etc., in Missamora and Der-:
gaon Mauzas

Srijur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA asked ; -

2160. (2) Will Government be pleased to state the number of deaths
from diseases in the Missamora and Dergaon Mauzas for the year 1936, and
to the end of October 1937 ?

(6) Is it a fact that a large number of deaths is due to epidemic of
dysentery and choleric diarrhcea this year ?

(¢) Will Government ba pleased to state whether Governm:nt has
taken steps to combat the epidemic of dysentery this year ?

(d) Is it a fact that the medicines supplied were not sufficient to
the demands ?

*161. (a) Isit a fact that the

is not versed in Assamese and as s
to the villagers ?

present Doctor of the Dergaon Dispensary
uch he can hardly make himself intelligible

(6) Do Government propose to transfer the said Doctor from Der-
gaon and place an Assamese Doctor there ?

THE Hon’sLE Rev. J. J. M. N ICHOLS-ROY replied :

160. (a)—The number of re dysente
ported deaths from cholera and dysentery
for 1936 and for 1937 up to the end of October were asofollows —

1936 1 of October)
Cholera ... sven 26 9§' Ieptotiecs
Dysentery ... . Siamls i 59
Figures for other diseases are not at Present available,
(b)—Yes.

(¢)—So far as was possible—Yeg.
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Srijur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: Are Government aware of
the number of deaths from the epidemic of dysentery ?

TueE Hon’sBLE REV. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: In 1936, °15 and in
1937 up to the end of October, 52.

Srijur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: Was any extra hand requisi-
tioned to combat the disease ?

Tue Hon’BLE REV. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Yes, Sir. In reply to
a former question, I have already stated that doctors were sent there to
survey the extent of the infection of the disease and to combat it.

Srijut RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: How many doctors ?

Tue Hon’BLE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : 14 Sub-Assistant Sur-
geons and the Assistant Director of Public Health.

Tae Hon’sLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied:
161. (a)—No.
(6)—The transfer of Sub-Assistant Surgeons is made by the Inspec-
tor General of Civil Hospitals, not by Government.

Srjur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: Have Government made an
enquiry whether this gentleman is well versed in Assamese ?

Tue Hon’eLe Rev. J. J. M. NIGHOLS-ROY : We made an enquiry
and the reply is based on the report of the local officers.

Srjur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Is not the Inspector General
of Civil Hospitals responsible to Government ?
= DTHE How’BLE REv. J.J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Whatis the question,

1r

Srjur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Will the Hon’ble Minister
speak up, Sir ? I cannot hear him.

THe Hon’BLE REv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : The answer to (b) is
that the transfer of Sub-Assistant Surgcons is made by the Inspector General
of Civil Hospitals.

Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : My question, Sir, is whether
the Inspector General of Civil Hospitals is responsible and subordinate to
Government ?

Tue Hon’sLE Rev. J. J. M NICHOLS-ROY : Yes, Sir.

SrIjuT RA_]ENDRA NATH BARUA : When a doctor is not well vera
sed in the language of the place, should he not be replaced by a man who
knows it ?

Tue HoN’nie Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Th= report is that
the doctor is well versed in the language.

Srijur SARVESWAR BARUA: Whose is the r port, Sic ?

o Tue Hon’sLE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Of the Civil Surgeon,
ir.

Srijur  SARVESWAR BARUA: Does the Civil Surgeon himself
und-rstand Assamese, Sir ?

- Tue Hon’BLE REv. J.J. M. N CHOL5-ROY: Ido not know that,
ir.

KnAN BAHADUR Mauravi KERAMAT ALI : May T know, Sir, how
long this SUb-{xSSFtant Surgeon has been in *he Assam Valley districts ?
ik THE HoN’BLE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: I do not know that,

Srijur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA : How long has he been in
Assamese villages ? g 2

Tre HoN’BLE REv, T, e informa-
den At J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: I have no
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Srijur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA :  There is a complaint that the
doctor does not understand Assamese and therefore an Asanese doctor
should be placed in his stead. :

THE Hon’BLE REV. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Then we shall make
an enquiry as to how long he has been there. But the report is that he i3
well versed in Assamese.

SryuT SARVESWAR BARUA : Has he passed any examination in
Assamese ? :

Tre HoN’sLE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: I have no infor-
mation, Sir.

Kuan Banabur Mavravi KERAMAT ALI: Does the Givil Surgeon
of the Sibsagar district talk Assamese ? :

Tue Hon'sLe REv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: I do not know that.

KHAN BaAnapurR Mavravi KERAMAT ALI: How does the Hon’ble
Minister know that the Civil Surgeon of Sibsagar district can test a man

he knows Assamese ? ,
Whet'l]):'ixr}s Hon’srLE REV, J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : I can say that he

might have made enquiry locally.

Re opening of certain grazing reserves for cultivation

Srijur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA asked : ; : ¢
*162. (a) Has the Hon’ble Revenue Minister received representations
dated the 26th August 1937, 25th September 1937, 9th October 1937, and
telegram, dated the 26th October 1937, f{rom the people of Ahotguri Mauza
p(;"l‘ying ’for opening of certain grazing _mservesl named Bokuli Chapri,
st T huki Chapri and Alami Chapri for cu tivation ?
i T(lg)cxiilgo&gﬁment aware that the Chapris of the Brahmaputra:
2 in Ahotguri Mauza comprising cultivable lands of the villagers have
boca ]nerodeg by the Brahmaputra since about 20/25 years and the
gfﬁf;ms on the southern bank have been turned into grazing lands, and as
Esalt le have no cultivable lands now ? -
5 rc:ilésp (e:)P\R(ith reference to Unstarred Question No. 774 of the last Bud-
get Session, will Government be pleased to state what steps are being taken
to provide land for the people whose lands have been croded by the Brah-
aputra and Kalakata rivers ? vy ) e
ey (8) Do Government propose to open the sald grazing reserve
Chapris immediately ?

'il"ﬁHE Hown’sLe Sryjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :
2. (a) and (b)—Yes.

SRyjuT RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: Are Government aware that
a}aﬁ?t Bl45h households have no lands for cultivations owing to the ecrosion
o € Brabhmaputrg p

. Tae Hon’sLe Sryjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: 1 cannot
dispute the statement of the hon. member. But of course he cannot gua-
rantee the uttering of the figure.

SrijuT RAJENDRA NATH BARUA : Wil Government take steps
to open at least one of the grazing reserves there ?

Tue HON’BLE SrRjjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I shall
take that into consideration, Sir.

Srijur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: Are Government aware that
the Chapari called Garu-mora has beer} opened recently ?

Trr HoN’CLE SRIjUT ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHMHURI: The hon.
member will get the reply in the answer to question No. 163,
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Tue Hox’ere Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

163. (a) and (b)—About 2,000 bighas of land have been provided in the
Garumora Chapari (non-cadastral) in Missamora Mauza ; 992 bighas have
been cleared by the Ahotguri people of which 509 bighas have already been
settled with them and the rest of the area will be settled with them accord-
ing to possession. If this Chapari is found insufficient, the question of redu-
cing the grazing reserves in the locality will be considered.

Srijur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA : Have Government received any
representation about their grievances after the report of the Deputy Com-
missioner ? -

Tue Hon’sLe Srjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI:  As I have
already said, Sir, if this Chapari is found insufficient, we shall consider the
qucstion of reducing the area of grazing rescrves elsewhere.

Damages dene to crops by floods in Taraf Pargama in Habiganj
Subdivision .

Mavravi ABDUR RAHMAN asked :

*164. (a) Have Government any information that the crops of the Taraf
pargana in the Habiganj subdivision suffered a serious damage on ac¢count
of floods ?

(b) Ts it a fact that flood is caused in the Khowai owing to the fact
that the mouth of the Khowai has been silted up ?

*165. (2) Do Government propose to take steps to-put a stop to the re-
currence of such floods by placing bunds (embankments) on either side of
the said river ?

(b) Do Government propose to take steps to re-excavate the mouths
of the Khowai so as to connect it with the Barak and with the Balikhal ?

Tee Hon'sie MaurLavi Sarvip S;iR MUHAMMAD: SAADULLA
zeplied =

L64. (a)—The question is vague, as no-year is mentioned. i
No reports of any flocd was received from the local officers thzs year.
{v)—This does not appear to be the case, a Icngthy_ investigatiom
would however be necessary before a definite reply coul@ be given.
Mauravi ABDUR RAHMAN : As regards (a), Sir, c}id. Government
make any enquiry from the Subdivisional Officer alter receipt of this ques-

tion, whether there was actually any fiood in the subdivision ?
Tee HcnB.E Mavravi Sarviy Sik MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

Sir, the question was whether in the Habiganj subdivision the crops of a-

particular pargana suffered a serious damage on account of floods. No
year was mentioned. We did not enquire about the previous years. But so-
far as the present year is concerned we received no report from the Sub--
divisional Officer that there was any flood.

1"1"5113 Hon'BLE MauLav: Sarviy St MUHAMMAD  SAADULLA

l‘ep ied : 4
165. (2)—No. Bunds intensify the effects of floods. :

ib;~The hon. member i referred to the answer to- question.

No: 164 (b).
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Re want -of communications from Moran Siding to the Assam
Trunk Road

Kuan SariB Mauravi SAYIDUR RAHMAN asked : -
*166. (a) Is it a fact that there is no road or path for foot or vehicu-
lar traffic from Moran Siding to the Assam Trunk Road ? ) :
(b) Is it 2 fact that the absence of such a path or .I'Oild is causing
great inconvenience to the villagers of Moran Changmaigaon and other
neighbouring villages ?

(¢) If so, do Government propose to take necessary actionin the
matter ? :

VTHE Hon’sLE MAuLAvi Sarvio Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied : : -
166. (a)—Government have no information. .
{6)—Government have no information. They have received no
complaints.

()—Government are enquiring into the matter.

Number of Tuberculosis patients in the villages of Shaldiga and
Sujanagar :
Mavravi MABARAK ALI asked - :
*167. (a) Isit a fact that there are a good number of Tuberculosis
patients in the villages of Shaldiga and Sujanagar in the Pargana Patharia
of Karimganj subdivision ? >

(b) If so, what steps, il any,

have been taken by Government to-
check the growth

of Tuberculosis in that area ?
(¢) If no steps have yet been taken, why not ?

Tue HonN’sLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-RQY replied =
167. (a)—No.

(b)—Does not arise.

(¢)—Does not arise.

Re¢ an article published in Janasakti, dated the 17th November 1937

Mauravi MABARAK ALT asked -

. *168.(a) Has the attention of Government theen® drasrnetoran athcle
under the caption “34; A gl

1 : on page 4, column 3 (continued on page
9, column 1) of Fanashalkt; published on the 17th Novemi{)er 1937 ?
(6) If the reply to question (a

) above is in the affirmative, will
Government please state what steps

matter ? ) any, they propose to take in this
TC{IE HoN’BLE SHAMS-UL-ULaAMA Mavrana ABU N ASR MD. WAHEED
replied :
P 168.(a)—Yes.

(b)—Government are considering the

: : : question of introducing the
Middle School Leaving Certificate Examinations °

in High . Itma
be mentioned that the Central Advisory Boar igh Schools y

it i i : 'd of Education for India
considerad that it is essential to have an CXamination at the end of the
middle stage.



2454

Re Congress House in Village Gramrtola, Police Station Jaldhup im
Karimganj Subdivision ;

Basu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA asked:

*169.(a) Is it a fact that the Congress house in village Gramtola, Par-
gannah Chhatalekha, Police Station Jaldhup in Karimganj Subdivision was
put under a ban during the Civil disobedience movement by Government ?

(6) Isit a fact that Government took possession of the house and
furniture of the Congress there ? :

(¢) Is it a fact that on removal of the ban, Government failed to
deliver all the materials and furniture of the house to the Congress authorities
there ?

(d) Is it a fact that the gentleman who took charge of the hou:sc
and furniture on behalf of the Congress, from the police, noted this fact in
his receipt ?

(¢) Will Government be pleased to state—

{i) The reason for not returning all the materials and furniture
. seized by Government ?
(1) Whether Government have no responsibility in the matter ?

- (/) Do Government proposc to consider the propriety of granting
adequate compensation for the loss ?

li'"[‘clins. Hon’BLE MaAuravi Sarvip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

169.(a)—VYes.

(b)—Yes.

(¢)—No. The house with the properties attached was made over to
Babu Girindra Kumar Das of Gramtola, Police Station Jaldhup, on 15th
July 1934,

(d)—Government have no information. No complaint appears to
have been received eithar by Government or by the local officers. 3

(e), (#) and (i1)—Does not arise.

)—Does not arise.

Basu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : Have Government taken any
receipt from  that gentleman ?

Tue Hon’BLE MaurLavi Saryip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
I am not sure, Sir. '

Fasu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Tt was distinctly laid down in
this question that in the receipt Babu Girindra Kumar Das noted that he
did not receive all the materials and furniture of the house.

THE HON’BLE MauLavi Sarvip S;r - MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
We had not received any complaint up to now excepting the notice of this
question. The delivery took place as early as 15th July 1934,

Basu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Did Government enquire
into the existence of any receipt in reply to question No.169 (d) ? :

‘Toe HON’BLE MauLavi  Sarvip  SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
There is no such receipt traceable in the Shillong office. We shall enquire
in the district offices,

Basu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : So far as our information goes,
the receipt dlst’mctly states down the missing of these articles.

Toe HONBLE Mauravi Sarvio Sp MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:

Sir, the matter is more than 3 years old now. 1 will scarchin the district
oflices for the receipt, if there be any.
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Basu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Wil Government et us know

the result of the enquiry about the existence of that receipt ?

THE HoN’BLE MAauravi Sarvip SR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
I will send the information to my hon friend.

Re grauting' of fee concessions in High Schools
Basu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA asked :

*170.(a) Is it a fact that the fixed percentage of fee concession for parti-
cular communities in the High Schools is calcul

ated on the total population
of the school without refercnce to the total numerical strength of the particu-
Jar community concerned ? - 5 e >
() Isit a fact that there is the complaint that this
the remission of fees leads to anomaly and inequity, where students of a
articular community arc very few in number ip the school ?
P (¢) Do Government propase to considzr the propriety of modifying
the rules, so as to make the fea concessions of the community concerned
oportionate to the total Population in the schoo] ?
prop (d) Is it a fact that capit
; ?
: Hich School§ B e 3
in Hig () Is it a fact that it includes fee concessions granted to scholars’
er brothers, teachers’ sons, etc. ? 3
young Do Government propose to
: t. or of excludin
. n to 15 per cent _
c}-‘:plt:ﬁ:ﬁnts referred to in question (¢)?
the s

rule regarding

ation for fee concessions is 10 per

consider th

€ qusstion of raising
g from caleyl]

ation of 10 per cent.

:  SHAMS-uL-UL,
Tz HON'BLE SHAMS-UL-ULAMA

WAHEED rcgjllé'scd:
170’((3))~Government have not had any complaint on the subject.
(c)—No.
(d)—No.
(t)-—-—No_ :
(f)—"‘DOC‘S not arise.

Mavrana AB.U NASR MD.

Re Honorary Magistrates at Karimganj

Basu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA asked :

*¥171. Will Government he pleased to state—
(a) Whether there i5 5 Bench of Honorary Magistrates at
Karimganj ?

(b) What is?the educational i

(d) Is it a fact that
a good number of adjou
(e) Will Government be pleased ¢
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Tre Hon’sLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

171.(a)—Yes.

(b)—One of the members is an undergraduate, who was unsuccessful
in the B.A. examination. The other two are non-matriculates, who read up
to the higher classes of the High School.

(¢)—No complaint to this effect has been received.

(d)—Government are not aware of any unusual delay in the disposal
of cases by the Bench. -

(¢)—Honorary Magistrates arc appointed with due regard to their
social position, character and ability and public services rendered by them.

(f)—Not until there is clear proof of their dishonesty or incom-
petency.
Mauravi ABDUR RAHMAN: May I know, Sir, who are those
gentlemen who have been selected as Honorary Magistrates 2
Tue Hon’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I do

not know their names, Sir.

Baru DAKSHINARANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: Is no know-
ledge of law necessary ?

Tue Hon’sLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI:  Sir, so far
as my information goes, the judgments of those Honorary Magistrates have
very rarely been upset by the Appellate Courts and even by  the High

?&urt. So I cannot say that they have not got the requisite legal  know-
edge.

Basu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: What is the educational qualifi-
cation of those two gentlemen, who are stated to  be non-matriculates ?
Up to Which class they read ?

Tue HowsLe Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: They
read up to higher classes of the high school. :

h Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : Who writes the judgments  for
those Honorary Magistrates ?

. Tue How’sLk Seyur  ROHINI- KUMAR CHAUDHURI : _The
judgment is one judgment of the Bench of three magistrates. The Presi-
dent of the Bench writes the judgment. .

1 Basu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Will Government inform us the
class up to which those two magistrates read ?

TuHe Hon’mLe SI:I]UT RgOHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: It
must be anything between class VIII and class X. :
Baru RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: If Isayit islower still, will

Government contradict me ?

ToeE How’BLE Srrjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Yes, Sir,
as I said “higher classes”, I think it must be between classes VIII  and

BAB[_: RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Are those the only two capa-
ble men in the subdivision of Karimganj, according to Government ?

Tue How’sLe Sriyjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: No, Sir, I
do not think so, so long as my hon. [riend is there.

IIQHA.N Banapur Mauravi KERAMAT ALI: May I takeit that
13"301"1_“3 with st’rong common sense are sclected for these jobs ? ;

LHE Hon’sLe Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Yes, Sir,
that is one of the qualifications,

MauLAVI ABDUR RAHMAN: May we know in which language

thoge oo Honqrary Magistrates record the depositions of the witnesses an
deliver their_ judgments ? ¥

-
L
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Tue Hon’sLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURT: As there
is an under-graduate Honorary Magistrate, it is recorded in English.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKLERJEE: 1 can inform the House that so
far as those two non-matriculate Honorary Magistrates are concerned,
they can read  and write English well. e

&, Tue Hon'sLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Thank you
i 5

Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAH:  Will it be a news for the Hon’ble
Minister for Law and Justice if I say that there had been an Honorary
Magistrate at Jorhat who held that stealing during day light was not an
offence under section 379, Indian Penal Code (theft) ? (Laughter).

THE How’sre Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I do
not dispute that such Honorary Magistrates might have been available in
the part in the district from which my hon. friend hails.

Srijur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: May I know from the Hon’ble
Minister whether ignorance of law is no disqualification ?

‘Basu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : Did not Government find better
men in the Subdivision ?

KHuAN BAHADUR Mauravi MAHMUD ALI: Is ita fact that these
Honorary Magistrates supported his rival in the last election ?

i THe Hon'BLE THE SPEAKER: This question does not arise  at
all.

MRr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, I am ready to reply.
Establishment of a Technical School imw Nowgong

Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA asked : !
*172. (a) Are Government aware that a Technieal School has been
started by the Nowgong Local Board in Nowgong town ? o
(b) If so, have any Government experts cver visited the
School ¥
. (¢) Are Government aware that some High School boys are
having some technical training there after the school hours. ?
(d) If so, do Government propose to make necessary arrange-
ments for allotting an hour or two for each sechool in Nowgong town for the
intending boys to attend this Training school ? :

Tue Hox’sre Mauravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN replied

172, (a)—Yes.
(6)—No.
(6)—Nao.

{d)—Do net arise,
Re additional grants to Madrasas

Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA asked : :

*173. ('q)f ~ Will Goverriment please lay on the table the represen=
tations received from the Madrasas of each district for the additional grants
made this 'year 2 : Z

(b) Is it a fact that several Madrasas h
although they did not apply for the additional grants ?
(¢) Isita fact that several Tols and the Local Bodies have not

seceived any add-@tlonafl grants to maintain thcr_nse],ves P
i (d) Isita fact that several unrecognised Boys’ High Schools have
received grants this year ? i [ Vo A

ave received grants
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TuaE Hox’sLE StAaMs-uL-UrLama Maurana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied :

173. (a)—No. The numb=r of such applications is very large and

Government constder that it would be a waste of time and labour to print
them all.

(6)—No.
(e)—Yes.
{d)—No.

Number of Deputy Inspectors and Sub-Inspectors of Schools and

the utility of the Assistant Director of Public Instruction for
Muhammadan Education

Srijur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA asked :

*174. Will Government be pleased to state (@) the number of Deputy
Inspectors and Sub-Inspectors of Schools in the province ? -
(b) The number of schools they have to inspect on an average 1n
a year.
*175. Will Government please state—
(@) The special duties of the Assistant Director of Publi¢c Instruc-
tion for Muhammadan Education ?

{b) The reason for special treatment of Muhammadan education
in the province of Assam -and whether there has been any
spccial benefit to the Muhammadan community for such
trcatment ?

Tue HoN’BLE SHAMS-UL-UrLAMA MAuLANA ABU NASR MD. WAHEED

replied :
174. (a)—Deputy Inspectors of Schools 21
Sub-Inspectors of Schoo's 51
(6)—Deputy Inspectors of Schools abou 45
Sub-Inspertors of Schools about ... 133

175.(a) —T'o advise the Director on all questions particularly affecting,
Muhammadan education and to inspect Muhammadan and other Institu-
tions with special reference to the teaching of Islamic subjects. -

(b)—The reason for special treatment of Muhammadan Educa-
tion has been the educational backwardness of the Muhammadans of the
province in the past.

The following figures show the increase in Muhammadan enrolment
between 19'6-17, when the post of Assistant to the Director of Public
Instruction for Muhammadan Education was created, and 1936-37,

1916-17 1936-37
Colleges 91 432
Secondary School - 6,722 19,879
Primary  ,, .. 44,236 88,320
Special 669 1,441
Unrecognised o e 3,907 16,122
Total <18 e 55,6025 126,194

The hon. member can judge for himself whether these figures show that
the Muhammadan community has received any benefit.

VAR o R e
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Sryjur PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Do Government contemplate
to appoint any Special Officer to promote education among the backward
classes ?

THE HON'BLE  Snams-uL-Urama  MAuLANA ABU NASR MD.
WAHEED : The suggestion will be considered.

THE Hon’sLe ThE SPEAKER : Oxder, order. The time is up.

Non-reply of questions

Sryur KAMESWAR DAS: On a point of information, Sir. It is
seen that out of 19 unstarred and 3 starred questions, submitted by me and
admitted by you, only 7 unstarred and 2 starred questions have been answer-
ed. As many as 13 questions both starred and " unstarred remain un-ans-
wered. 9 questions were admitted during the last budget session of the
Assembly but remained unanswered and they were repeated this time.
May I know, Sir, whether there is any remedy if Government persist not to
answer the question as in the present case ? Most of these questions, almost
the whole lot, concern the Hon’ble Revenue Minister.

THE HoN’sLE THE SPEAKER: The other day I said something
about this, and I pointed out to you that it was not within my power to offer
any remedy to hon. members, All that I can dois to advise you to
Insist upon Government to give reply to the questions. OFf course, if
govcrnmcnt is not prompted to give any reply, I cannot compel them to

0 so.
MRr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERTEE : Is there any remedy, Sir ?
THE HoNn'BLE THE SPEAKER : I have already answered that.

UNSTARRED SHORT NOTICE QUESTIONS THAT COQULD NOT
BE TAKEN UP IN THE HOUSE

Sryur MAHADEV SARMA: On a point of information, Sir, - The
unsta:;i-c;:l short notice questions are not taken up, will they be regarded as
replied ?

3 THE Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER: No.

Basu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : Yesterday the Hon’ble Chief
Minister said that only those questions which require  references to  sub-
divisions, make some delay but we find that the questions which require no
references to subdivisions have been delayed even up to this day and some
of them have not been answered as yet.

Tue Hon'sie taE SPEAKER: Of course...... . . .

THE HOoN’BLE MAuLAVI SArvID Sz MY HAMMAD SAADULLA :
I would like to make a statement on behalf of Government, If the hon.
members can give me a list of their questions, I will see that they are
promptly answered if possible, '

BARU DSESHINARANJAN - GUPTA SCHAUDHURT: iy
like to ask Government through the Hon’ble Speaker as to -what they are
going to co with regard to these questions, The questions which we consi-
der important and which were admitted before have not vet been answered.,
Some questions which were _admitted afterwards have been " answered to
the exclusion of those questions which were admitted before. Even the
serial number of the questions has been changed. This lends support (o
the suspicion that' Government intends supressing important information.
Short notice questions are generally asked in order to get some urgent infor
mation but all these short notice questions have been left over even up-
to to-day. Iwant a reply from Government through the Tlen’ble
Speaker on this point.
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Tue Hon’srLe Mauravi Saivip S MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
Sir, we get notice of questions from the Secretary of the Legislative
Department and we do our best to reply to those questions as early as
possible. I can assure the hon. members that it is never the intention

of the Government to suppress any information which they can give to the
hon. members.

The following questions were placed om members’ tables, but were not called

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

(Laid on member’s table on the I4th December 1937)

Representation of scheduled castes and backward communities iz
the teachers® service under the Local Boards of Assam

Srijur BELI RAM DAS asked :

233, Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Education be pleased to
state the number of teachers belonging to the scheduled castes and backward
communities employed under the different Local Boards in Assam ?

234.(a) Is it a fact that their number is very small ?

(8) If so, do Government propose to take steps to increase number

and give them a fair representation in the Teachers’ service under the Local
Boards of Assam ? ;

Tue Hon’sLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :
2 933,—The information so far as available is furnished in the statement
elow—

Number of teachers belonging to
Name of Local Board -

Scheduled Backward
caste eommunities
ASSAM VALLEY

Dhubri 8 9
Goalpara ... 18 29
Gauhati 15 08
Barpeta 2 7
Tezpur 12 9
Mangaldai ... 9 33
Nowgong ... 19 24
Sibsagar 10 3
Jorhat P 3 9
Golaghat ... : . 3 2
Dibrugarh : 2 5 12
North Lakbimpur 1 14
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Number of teachers belonging to
Name of Local Board =% =
Scheduled Backward
caste communitics
SURMA VALLEY
North Sylhet Figures not available from
the Board’s Registers.
South Sylhet 15%
Habiganj ... 12 53
Karimganj ... 14 Could not furnish
for want of clear
definition.
Sunamganj ... Figures not available from the
Board’s Registers.
Silchar = o o i24*
Hailakandi ... o 9%

* Total of bath scheduled castes and backward communities.

234.(a)—The member can judge this himsclf from the figures.
(6)—This is a matter for the Local Boards to consider.

Annual contribution on account of the training of studenis at the
Calcutta Medical College

Srijut MAHI CHANDRA BORA asked :

235. Will Government be pleased to state what amount the Government
of Assam spends annually (both in contributions and awarding scholarships)
in training students in the Medical Colleges of Calcutta ? .

236. Will Government be pleased to state the amount spent annually in
running the Berry-White Medical School at Dibrugarh ?

237. Isit a fact that the Berry-White Medical School, the only institu-

¢ion of its kind in the Province is not up to the standard of a medical
school ?

239, Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) What steps they are taking to raise its standard ?
(b) If not, why not ?
(¢) The amount likely to cost Government annually for raising the
standard of the Berry-White Medical School ?

{

Tue Hox’sLe Rev. J. J. M. NIGHOLS-ROY replied :

235.—The annual contribution to Ben

: gal on account of the training of
students at the Calcutta Medical Colle g

: 8¢ varies from year to year but is
enerally about Rs.42,000. This excludes the cost : hich

Emount to about Rs.12,000. of scholarships whic

236.—About Rs.70,000,

237.—It is below the standard for a real] :

: ¥y good medical school.

238.(a)—During the current year two additiona] ;

school have been sanctioned, the ultima Jona’ posts of teachers in the

te recurri 3 ¥
Rs.8,138 a year and 19 new microscopes SRR ol icie s

3 Yy at a cost of R 8.5 " 7 ur-
chased. The opening during the year of the new S000 el e

vity Ward in the Dibrugarh Civil Hospital wil]
facilities for the teaching of midwifery.
; ()-—Does not arise.

Gynzcological and Mater-
also considerably increase the
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{c)—As will be evident from thereply to (a) above the standard is
being gradually raised. It is estimated that a further sum of ab_out
Rs.15,000 a year recurring is required for additional teachers. The build-

ings of the school also require extension and improvement at a cost of about
Rs.55,000.

Grant of scholarships from the Williamson Trust Fund
Srijur MAHI CHANDRA BORA asked :

239. Will Government be pleased to state—
() The original sum of the Williamson Trust Fund ?
(&) The aim and object of the Fund ?
(¢) The names of the trustees of the Fund, if any ?
(d) The amount spent, if any, up to March 1936-37.
(¢) How an;:l in what manner and ways the amount has been
spent !
240. Has the attention of Government been drawn to the Editorial of

4 Batori ’ dated the 2nd July 1937, styled as * B3fagasa @3 21796
(Scholarships from Williamson Fund) ? 2z F93 %19

241. If so, do Government propose to utilise the unspent amount of the
fund in the way suggested by the paper ?

THE HoN’BLE MauLAVI MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN replied :
239.(a)& (b))—The hon. member is referred to the replies given to similar

questions asked by Srijut Rajendra Nath Barua during the last Budget Session
of the Assembly.

(¢)—There are no trustees.

(d)& (e)—As the fund was established in 1867, the labour of compil-
ing figures of the amount spent over a period of seventy years would not
commensurate with the result.

240.—Yes. i
241.—The hon. member is referred to the replies given to Srijut Rajen-
dra Nath Barua during the last Budget Session of the Assembly.

‘Improvement of communication to and from Barkhetri Mouza

Sryyur JOGENDRA NATH BARUA asked :

242. Is Government aware that communication to and from Barkhetrj
mouza is very difficult during the cold weather ?

943. Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Public Health and Sanitation
aware that malaria, eye diseases, dysentery, etc. prevail in that mouza in

“epidemic forms during the whole year ?

244. Is Government aware that for want of communication, the public
officials seldom visit that mouza ?

245. Do Government propose to take steps with a view to improve the

comm}mication of this locality and make medical aid available to this loca-
lity without delay ?

Tue HoN’BLE Rev. J. J. M. NICGHOLS-ROY replied :

242—245.—The hon. member is referred to the replies given to similax
questions asked by him at the Budget Sesston of the Assembly.
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Subsidy of Homeopathy by the Local Boards
Basu HARENDRA NARAYAN CHAUDHURI asked :

246. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Mzdical Department
please state—

Whether Government propose to consider the desirability of asking the
Local Boards to subsidise Homeopathy ? ;

The Hon'sre Rev. J.J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

246.—The matter is one for the Local Boards themselves to consider in
the first place.

Names of estates attached by Government under the Assam
Land Revenue Regulation in the Tezpur Subdivision

Srijur OMEO KUMAR DAS asked :

247. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) The names of the estates attached by Government under
section 69A of the Assam Land Revenue Regulation in the
Tezpur subdivision ? |

() The dates when these estates were attached ?

(¢) The amount of annual land revenue payable to Government by
cach estate ?

(d) Whether the estate or estaies have been managed by the
Deputy Commissioner or let in farm under section 69A of the
said Regulation ? :

(¢) The total rent and profits realised from the estates from the
date of attachment up till now year by year?

( f) Whether the surplus profit of the estate or estates after defray-
ing the cost of collection and payment of Government reve-
nue has been made to the settlement holder ?

(g) If not, what has become of the surplus profit if there be any ?

248, Is Government aware of the proceedings of the All-India Muslim
League held at Lucknow during the last week of October last ?

249, Has the attention of Government been drawn to the resolution
regarding the Line System passed in that conference of the All-India Muslim
League ? : e

g250. Will the Hon'ble q\c Chicf Minister be pleased to state whether
he and his two other Muslim Colleagues belong to the Muslim League
arty ? i s
E }:‘251. Will the Hon'ble tl.m Chief Minister be pleased to state whether the
resolution regarding the Line Svstem passe! at the ahove-mentioned
conference is binding on himself’ and his two other Muyslim Colleagues ?

Tue Hox’srLe Mavuravi SAwviD  Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied:

247. (a) to (g)—As the year for which the information asked for is not
stated it it not possible to_obt;;;;_l the information from the District. As sec-
tion 69 was introduced in 1905, it will involve too great labour to collect
information from that year. .
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248 & 249.—Yes,

250.—Yes. !

251.—Government is a collective body who make their own decisions
and do not accept as binding the resolutions or directions of extra provincial
organisations.

Assessment of Local Rates for arzas of lands far in excess of the
actual area in Sylhet district

MRr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE asked :

252. Are Government aware that in the permanently settled arcas in
the district of Sylhet several estates are assessed to Lozal Rates for areas of
lands far in excess of the actual area as recorded in the Thak Survey
Papers ?

253. If the reply is in the negative do Government propose to make
enquiries of the special officers deputed in connection with the recent
reassessment of the Local Rates as to how many cases of discrepancy in
areas between the Thak Papers and Local Rate Register have been
brought to their notice ?

. 254. If the reply is in the affirmative do Government propose to
direct the Collector of Sylhet that the over assessment of Local Rates for
wrong areas recorded in the Local Rate Register in variance with the

Thak Papers be corrected and ass=ssmant made in conformity with the
Thak areas ?

THE Hon’BLE Sryjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

252.—As stated in the reply to question No. 1398 asked by the hon.
member in the Budget Session of this year, soms anomalies have been
detected in the assessment.

253.—Does not arise. ;

254.—No. Governmsnt are not prepared to admit that the thak
papers are any more infallible than the Local Rate Register of 1880.

Re Condition of tenants living in the Government Reserve
Forest areas

Kumar AJIT NARAYAN DEV asked :

255. Is it a fact that the tenants living in the Government Reserve Forest
area and its neighbourhood are forced to work under the Forest Depart-
ment and also for the officers of the Forest Department ?

256. Is ita fact that if those forced labourers do not keep good
terms with the Forest Officers or do not oblige them, they are forced to
work in the forest for the Department at the time when ‘their .own fields
require their attention ?

257. If the answer to question 256 is in the affirmative, do Government
propose to pass orders restraining the Forest Departmsnt from forcing the
labourers to work for the Forest Departmznt at the tims whzn they are
busy in their own fields ?
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Toe Hox’sLe SHAMS-UL-ULaMa Maurana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied :

255.—No. Forest villagers work in accordance with the rules at
pages 82-86 of the Assam Forest Manual,, Volume I, on terms explained
to and agreed to by them when taking up land in a Forest Reserve.

256 & 257.—No. In all Divisions such work as requires casual
labour is, so far as possible, done at tim=s of the year whea the labourers
are not employed in tilling their fields or harvesting.

Head Clerk of the Public Works Department Office at Barpoata
Srijur GHANASYAM DAS asked :

258. Is it a fact that the present Head Clerk of the Public Works Depart-
ment office, Barpeta, has been working as Head Clerk there for nearly 17
cars ?
% 259. Will Government please state whether thers is any particular
reason for keeping him at Barpeta for so many years ?
260. Is it a fact that Government do not ordinarily keep one officer at.
a particular place for a stretch of 17 years ?

Tue How'BLe Mauravi Sarvio SiR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

258.—The present Head Clerk of the Public Works Department Sub-
divisional office at Barpeta has be:n working there for the last fourteen
years. 4

259.—Clerks arc borne on a Divisional cadre, and are not liable to
transfer anywhere in the province.

260.—This applies only to officers borne on a provincial cadre.

Regarding appointment of Maulana Muhammad Sahul

y MavLavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY
asked :

261. Will Government please state (a) the diploma obtained by Mau-
lana Muhammad Sahul who has been appointed ¢ Mudarris >’ for teachin
‘ Hadis’ in the Sylhet Madrasa in the branch of title course and (6) his
present age ?

262. Will Government please state what are the reasons for not appoint-
ing a Fakhrul Muhaddisin or Mumtazul Muhaddisin as a Mudarris in the

branch of the title course in the Sylhet Madrasa instead of Maulana Mu-
hammad Sahul who is a retired Government servant ?

1.'1;;13 HON'BLE SHAMS-UL-ULAMA MAULANA ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied

261.—As the appointment was a short-time temporary one and Maulana
Muhammad Sz}hul was a scholar of all-India reputation, the question of age
and diploma did not arise,

262.—The appointment of Maulana Muhammad Sahul was a temporary
appointment. The hon. member has no doubt seen in the Gazette that the
Public Service Commission have invited applications for the permanent post.
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Officers of the subordinate service of the F orest'Department

Srrjur SIDDHI NATH SARMA asked :

263. Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Forests aware that the officers
of the subordinate service of the Forest Department are given grade pay and
not time-scale pay ? :

264. If the reply to question 263 above isin the affirmative, will the
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Department be pleased to state why these
officers of the Forest Department are given grade pay instead of time-scale

ay ?
= 265. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge be pleased to state if it has
been in the public interest to split the Goalpara Forest Division into two
separate divisions (Kachugaon and Haltugaon divisions) ?

266. Is it a fact that there has been a proposal to create a Forest Sub-
division at Lumding combining certain parts of Nowgong, Sibsagar and
North Cachar Hills ?

267. Has the decentralisation policy been adopted in Goalpara and
Ni%wgon_? for the sake of efficiency, or, just to provide room for the crowded
officers ?

TuaE HoN’BLE SHAMS-UL-ULAMA MauLava ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied :

263.—Yes.

264.—In view of the peculiarly difficult conditions under which these
officers have to serve, Government considered it desirable to provide a means
of promptly rewarding good work, for which purpose the system of promotion
‘by grades is more suitable than the time-scale system.

265.—The splitting up of the Goalpara Division was essential in the
public interest and is a paying proposition from the Forest Department’s
point of view.

266.—There is no such proposal.

267.—For the sake of efficiency.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
(Laid on members’ table on the 16th December 1937)

Inquiry as to the details of certain persons arrested

pasu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked :
268. Will Government please state when, where and why the following
persons were arrested and when, from where, and why they were released ?
1) Monoranjan Modok. (2) Binode Lal Roy. (3) Kumud Ch. Tarafdar
and (4) others along with them?
269. Is it a fact that they were actually arrested from their own resi-
dential places and not in Srimangal station ?

Tae HoN’BLE Mavuravi SAviD SIR MUHAMMAD‘ SAADULLA

replied : ) .
e 268 and 269.—A statement containing the particulars is placed on the

library table. :
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Travelling allowance to the Hon’ble Speaker for attending the Con-
gress Speakers’ Conference at Calcutta

Basu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked :~

270. Will Government please state whether Government has allowed
the Hon’ble Speaker to draw travelling allowance for going to Calcutta to
{llltCl;d the Congress Speakers’® Conference, held there by the end of October

ast : : .

271. If not, why not ? :

272. Will Government please state whether any diffzrence is made by
Government between the Non-Congress Ministers’ Conference and the Con-
gress Speakers’ Conference ? '

THE Hon’sLe Mauravi Sarvip SR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied : .

R 270 and 271.—The attention of the hon. member is drawn to the
answers given in this session of the Assembly to the starred questions Nos.51
and 52 put by Mr. Chanda.

272.—No. Government only recognise a Conference of Ministers or
Speakers which is an All-India one and where the Ministers or Speakers
and Presidents of all the Provinces are invited to attend.

Amount of accommodation in the Karimganj Jail
Basu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA asked :

273. Will Government be plcased to state— : :
(a) The total amount of accommodation available in the Karimganj
Sub-Jail ? :
(¢) The last year’s average of the convicts and undertrials accommo-
dated in the Sub-Jail?
274. If the average exceeds the limit of accommodations, do Govern-
ment propose to take steps to remove the congestion ?

Tue Hon’sLE Srjur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

273.—(a) Thirty-two (Hospital 3, Civil prisoner 1, Undertrials 11, and

convicts 17).
(b)—Convicts 33:56 and Undertrials 35:29.

274.—The attention of the hon. member is invited to rule 501 of
the Assam Jail Manual, Volume I, under which all habituals and all casuals
with sentences of over three months are transferred to the Sylhet District
Jail for confinement. Steps are being taken to avoid overcrowding by trans-
ferring prisoners Promptly,

y)mber of Oil Companies holding prospecting licenses for mineral

oil in Assam
Mauravit MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI asked :
275. Will Government please state —
(ehEgypmany Ol - Comipaniss :are holding prospecting licenses for

mineral oil (i) in Surma Valley and (ii) Assam Valley for the last
20 ycars ?



2468

() How many times the prospecting licenses for cach area in the
Surma Valley have been renewed by the holder of the samc
even without undertaking work ?

976. Ts it a fact (a) that Government have been granting renewal of
prospecting licenses repeatedly to the same companies even when they do
not undertake any work ? ;

(b) If so, do Government Propossc to compel the companies holding

prospecting licenses to start work :

977. Is it a fact that Messrs. White Hall Petroleum Company Ltd.,
The Anglo Persian Oil Company Ltd., Messrs. Indo Burma Oil Company
Ltd., approached Government for prospecting licenses and gave under—
taking that they would start work when they will be granted licenses but
their prayers were rejected ? T
278, Isit a fact that (a) there was a tremendous flow of oil in the
oil mines of Patheria jn 1925 or 1926 ? i TN

(b) If so, will Government please state the reasons why the said mine
has been closed down for so many years under prospecting licenses witliout
any attempt for work ? :

Tue Howsre Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

275.(a)—The Assam Oil Company and the Burma Oil Company are the
only Companies at present holding prospscting licznsss for mineral oil 1R
the Province. The Whitehall Petroleum Gompany held a Prospecting Li-
cense from 1925-27 over an area of 10 square miles near Nichuguard but
relinquished it. ;

275.(h) & 276.(a)—A statement showing the prospecting licenses 1n the
Surma Valley and the number of times they have beea renswed is laid on
the library table. These are all situated in a circle of 18 miles radius _aufi
are treated as one field and the Government of India have agreed that it 15
not necessary that work should be carried on in more than one arca at 2
time : a similar policy is followed also in Burma.

(5)—In view of the fact that up to the end of 1935 the Burma Oil
Company had spent well over two crores of rupees on prospecting work
in the Surma Valley, Government do not understand how the hon. member
can suggest that work has not been started.

977,—No such applications can be traced. _

278. (a) and (b)—Some oil has been taken out from both Patheria and
Masimpur but not in quantities to justify the Company in taking out a
mining lease. They calculated in 1929 that the oil estimated had cost
them just under Rs.5,000 per barrel. As stated above, they have been
permitted to- carry on their work in the areas which seemed most promis~
ing to them.

Newspaper article r¢ protest against rates of motor fare

Maozavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURZT
asked :

979. Has the attention of Government been drawn to a piece of news
published in the(Jugabheri), Page 7, column 3, dated the 11th October 1937

under caption “FrAMcTa 7o), 137 oiyta Afsia” ?

820. Do Government propose to fix a minimum rate of fare at. annas it
per maund as prayed in the resolution passed by the meceting B
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replied :—
279.—Government have since seen the report.

Tus Hox’BLE Mauravi Sarvio Sk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA

280.—No. Itis not understood how the fixing of a minimum rate
would assist the traders, and the maximum rates of freight permissible

cannot be altered during the currency of a permit.

Formation of a Central Board for Deht Conciliation in the Brahma-

putra Valley

MauLavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI

asked :

281. Will Government please state whether it is a fact that a central
Board for Debt Conciliation has been formed in the Brahmaputra Valley ?
282. If the answer to question No. 281 is in the affirmative, do Cova

ernment propose to constitute a similar Board for Surma Valley ?
283. Will Government please state if they propose to esta

blish Debt

- Conciliatory Boards in Thanas Dharmapassa, Tahirpur and Shulla in the

Subdivision of Sunamganj ?

Tue Hox’sLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

281.—At present only one Beoard has been established at Gauhati for

South Kamrup.

; Sylhet.

282.—One Board to start with will be very soon established in North

283.—Not at present. The future policy of Government in this respect

; will depend on the amount of success achieved by these two Boards.

Jzintia Parganas

Mavuvravi MD. ABDUS SALAM asked :

Number of Mahals and amount of land revenue outstanding in

284. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge be pleased to state—

revenue of which remained in arrears after the 1st of Septem-
ber of each of the years 1935, 1936 and 1937 separately ?
(%) The total amount of land revenue in arrears of such Mahals

|
}( - (a) The total number of Mahals in the Jaintia Parganas, the land
3

in each of the years 1935, 1936, 1937 scparately ?

Tae Hov'sLe Srijur ROHINT KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :
984.7a) and (b)—A statement is laid on the table as furnished by the

Deputy Commissioner :—

Statement showing number of Mahals and amount of land revenue outstanding after

the 1st Seplember 1n the Faintia Parganahs

No. of A t of

Year Mahals e

Rs.

- 1935 15,521 79,675
1936 11,511 78,237

1937 cai 3,394 24,004




2470

Number of Forest reserves and unclassed State forests in Jaintia
Parganas

Mavravi MD. ABDUS SALAM asked :

285. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) The total number of forest reserves and unclassed State forests
in the Jaintia Parganas ?

(b) Whether the Forest Department of Government is going to
render a number of unclassed State forests and Government
Khas Jungles under the Gowainghat Circle in the Jaintia
Parganas into Protected Reserve arcas ?

(¢) Whether it is a fact that the peopie of the Jaintia Parganas
procure firewood for their house consumption and fodder for
their cattle from those Jungles ?

(4) Whether it is a fact that the people of the Jaintia Parganas
cultivate winter crops in those Jungles for earning their
livelihood ?

(¢) Whether for the sake of the interests of the Public, Govern-
ment propose to consider the necessity of not turning  the
Khas Juugles in the Jaintia Parganas into protected reserves ?

Tue HoN’BLE Smams-ur-Urama MaurLana  ABU NASR MD,
WAHEED replied :

285. (a)—Total number of forest reserves—2 (areas 293 and 76
Total number of unclassed State forests—not known,

(b)—The Deputy Commissioner, Sylhet, in consultation with the
Forest' Department, is considering whether unclassed State forests ‘in the
Gowainghat Circle, which contain forest mahals and valuable timber and

other kinds of forest produce, should be declared to be for the sent
tected forests and not available for settlement, Ly

(c)—.—ch, this is allowed as a special concession to the settlement
holders mentioned in rule 2 of the rules relating to Unclassed State Forests
at page 49 of the Assam Forest Manual, Volume I, and to the persons men-
tioned in rule 4(ii) of the Grazing Rules inserted by correction slip -IN0.42
at pages 55-60, Assam Forest Manual, VolumeI. A copy of the Assam
Forest Manual, Volume I, is laid on the library table,

(d)—No:

(e)—Government will consider the matter when the D
missioner submits his proposals.

5 acres).

eputy Com-

Establishment of a distillery in the province

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE asked :

286. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge be pleased to state— -

{a) The quantity of the present requiremznt of spirits jn Ass

(6) The date of starting of the now non-existent Goyern
lery in Assam and the date of its closing down ?

(¢) The ““industrial reasons” referrad to by the Hon’ble Minister in
_cha|rge of the Local Sclf—Govcfrnmcrit Department in his speech
introducing the Budget for 1937-38 for cstablishiug a distillery
in this province ?

(d) The raw madterial required for the
place trom where the materials wi

am ?
ment distil-

proposed distillery and the
I be obtained ?

-
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Tue Hon'sLE REv, J.- J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

280. (a)—About 300,000 L. P. gallons a year.
(6)—The old Jorh

at distillery was opened on the 1st October 1905
and closed on the 1st April 1918.

(¢)—The opening of a distillery would increase the demand for
local molasses and hence would lead to 2 great expansion of sugarcane
cultivation and to the opening of sugarcane factories and thus increasing the
industrial activities of the province.

(d)—The raw material required is molasses which with the develop-
ment of sugar factorjes should be procurable in Assam. The whole question

of the possibility of starting a distillery in Assam was recently considered by

the advisory Excise Committee and Government have not yet come to any .
decision. A

Staff of the Dhubrj Local Board

MAuLANA ABDUI, HAMID KHAN asked :

287. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge be pleased to state :—
(a) The number of ofiy

cers under the following heads in the Dhubri
Local Board :——
(7)) P. W. Section,
(_ii) Medical Section,
(ti7) Clerical Staff ?
() The number of Muhamma

above separately ? :
288.(a) Are Government aware that the Muhammadans form half the
population of the Dhybyj Subdivision ?
(6) Ifso, d

o Government propose to issue instruction to the Dhubri
Local Board to fill up further vacancies in all the Departments by Muham-
madans ?
THE Hon’BLE Ry, J-J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :
287.(a) & (6)—The information is furnj

dan officers in (i), (/i) and (iit) of (a)

shed below :—

(1) P. W. Section
8 (L br{'l?’t?iuﬁ?f-— R bt Hindus Mahomedans
Draftsman and 1 Clerk): mevars. 1 g 9
13 (Mohorers) -
1 15 6
2 (2) Medical Section = :
Doctors 8 = i
Compounders 17 ... e
Lady Doctor 1 b 2
Mid-wile 2
28 23 5
(3) Clerical Staff
6 , 5 1

238.(a)—Not half but about 44 per cent. of the total population.
(b)—No.
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Starting of a High School in South Salmara

Mavrana ABDUL HAMID KHAN asked :
289. Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge aware-- ;
(&) That the people of South Salmara have started a High School
there ? ;
(b) That they have been representing to Government for a grant
to this School ?
290. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge be pleased to state whether
Government propose to make substantial grant to this School ?

Tue Hon’BLE SHaMs-UL-ULAaMA MAULANA ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied :
289.(a)—Yes.
(b)—Yes.
290'—The question of sanctioning a grant-in-aid to the sc
the consideration of the Director of Public Instruction.

hool i3 under

Organisation of new Co-operative Societies in the South Salmara
and Mankachar Thanas

Mavrana ABDUL HAMID KHAN asked :

291. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Co-operative Depart-
ment be pleased to state the steps that have been taken by the Department
to organise new societies in the different localities in the South Salmara and
Mankachar Thanas, as proposed by me to the Registrar of the Co-operative
Societies of Assam, about 5 months ago ?

Tue Hon’BLE Mauravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KI—IAN replied :

291.—Two Co-operative Societies within the jurisdiction of the SO:L‘lth
Salmara Thana have since been registered. The question of registering
three more Societies is now under the consideration of the Registrar of
Co-operative Societies and he has been taking steps to g1ve effect to the
proposal made by the hon. member as far as possible.

Public Works Department Mohux_';it_'s

T T sARMA asked: ’

EI;LJ_” 'LSxEE:)%}orE’IﬁrcAMinister in charge of the Public Works Depart-

ment aware that Mohurrirs working under the Public Works Department
. are not given leave with pay even when they are sick ? 3 -

293. Is it a fact that the period of leave is deducted while calculating
service for the purpose of giving annual increment to Mohurrirs ?

994, Is it a fact that no gratuity or pension is usually given to a
retiring Mohurrir except in a very special case ?

295. Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge aware that Mohurrirs serving
‘:Slcl:f?l-ocal and Municipal Boards are entitled to gratuity according to

296. Tsit a fact that there is no provision for contributory provident
fundzs(:’r:?hexlne_for Mohurrirs working under the Public Works Depar tment ?
dity & ;gr;nizda t(fla?i) ethalj.dno travelling allowance either 9:‘1. tranIs{itl'e;); 33
Pundamentale R said Mohurrirs according to Subsidiary

298. Does the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Department propose

to redress the grievarces of the Mohurrirs of the Department 2
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lTxm Hon’sLE Mauravi Saryip SiR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

292.—Yes, except short casual leave up to ten daysin a year or fifteen
days on medical certificate.

293.—VYes, if taken in excess of the leave detailed in 292 above.

294.—Yes.

. 295.—Mobhurrirs of Local and Municipal Boards if in inferior service are

entitled to gratuities under the rules adopted by most Boards.

296.—Mohurrirs are admitted to the benefits of the General Provident
Fund. Government make no contribution to the General Provident Fund.

297, —Mbohurrirs are not entitled to any travelling allowance according
to the Subsidiary and Fundamental Rules, but they may be allowed actual
travelling expenses by Divisional Officers when considered necessary in the
interest of the work on which they are employed.

298.—Government does not consider that these work-charged men have
any real gricvance and therefore does nat propose to take any action.

Introduction of Anthropological and Geological researches in Assam
Srijur MAHI CHANDRA BORA asked :

299. Will Government be pleased to state —
(a) Whether there is sufficient field for Anthropological and
Geological researches in Assam ?

(b) If so, do Government propose to add two wings for Geologi-
cal and Anthropological sections, in the proposed Provin-
cial Museum of Archacology at Gauhati ?

TuaE HoN’BLE SHAMs-UL-UrLaMA Mavrana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied :

299, (a)—Yes.
(6)—During the current year Government made a grant of

- Rs.10.000 to the Assam Muscum Committee towards the building of a

Muscum. The construction of the building is being undertaken by the
Museum Committee and not by Government. Government are unable
to provide any further funds for the purpose and the matter of the arrange-

ment of the various sections and exhibits is entirely a matter for the
Museum Committee,

Contract works in the Nowgong District for the year 1936-37
Srijur MAHI CHANDRA BORA asked :

300. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Public Works Depart-
ment be pleased to state—
(a) The names of the tenderers for the following contract works
for the year 1936-37 in the Nowgong district ?

(1) Supply of Boulders in 50th and 51st mile of the Assam
Tiunk Roead.
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(2) Construction of Iron Bridges in.41st and 42ad mile near
Nelli of the Assam Trunk Road. :
(3) Supply of gravels from 11th mile to 21st mile of Kathiatoli-
Amluckie Road near Chapanallah.
(4) Supply of Road metal near Amluckie in Kathiatoli-Amluckie
oad. :

(6) The names of the tenderersin whose favour these contracts
were settled and the names of the officers who accepted the
tenders ?

301. Will Government please state—

(a) Whether any of the Contractors nama=d in question 300(b) had
any previous experience of contract works under the Public
Works Department ?

(8) If not, under what considerations they were given preference
to other local experienced Contractors ?

302. Will Government please state the value of each of the contracts
described in question 300(a) above ?

303. Is it a fact that the contractors selected have failed to carry out
the works even till now ?

304. (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Public Works Depart-
ment aware of the fact that one Bhobuk Laloong, some coolies and Mohur-.
rirs who are the ryots of Rai Sahib Bhogdatta Hazarika, the Mouzadar of
Dharamtul were engaged by him in his Public Works Department contract
works and were not fully paid on the plea that their wages would be

treated as a set off against their revenue dues ?
(b) If so, what action has been taken by Government, or the

Local Public Works Department officials, to redress the grievances of
the ryots concerned ?

Tue Hon’BLE Mauravi Sarvip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

300. (a)—
(1) 1.—Rai Sahib Bhogdatta Hazarika.
2.—Srijut G. C. Barooah.
(2) 1.—Babu Dhirendra Chandra Dulta.
2.—Rolla Singh.
(3) 1.—Srijut Ramesh Chandra Das.
2. Babu Mohim Chandra Das.
3.—Srijut Bhabanath Sarma.
4.—Babu Bishnupada Coomer.
5.—Srijut Sundar Mohon Saikia.
6.—Srijut Guna Kanta Mahanta.
(4) 1.—Srijut Ramani Kanta Hazarika.
2.—Srijut Ramesh Chandra Das.
(b)—1.—Rai Sahib Bhogdatta Hazarika,
2.— Babu Dhirendra Chandra Dutta,
3.—Srijut Guna Kanta Mahanta,
4.—Srijut Ramani Kanta Hazarika.

The tenders were accepted by Mr. H. P. Barua, Executive_Enginccr._
301. (¢)—Babu Dhirendra Chandra Dutta is an old Public Works

Department Contractor- ; :  roa oy
(b)—Their tenders were the lowest in comparison witho taers and

the works did not require any special skill.
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Rs.
302. (1)—Rai Sahib Bhogdatta Hazarika et 7,542
(2)—Babu Dhirendra Chandra Dutta ... 3,246
(3)—Srijut Guna Kanta Mahanta .. .. 9,405
(4)—Srijut Ramani Kanta Hazarika e Al

303 —No, but it is correct that the contractors failed to complete the
worls fully in cases of items 1 and 4, and that the contractor has still some
petty items to finish in item 2.

304. (&)—Government are aware that there were complaints about non-
payment of wages.

(b)—The Executive Engineer has no authority to interfere in such
maiiers. A complaint, it is alleged, has been made to the Deputy Com-
missioner and he is dealing with the case.

Anti-Phooka Legislation
Mauravi DEWAN ALI RAJA asked :

305. Has the Anti-Phooka Association of Calcutta approached the
Government of Assam to penalise the performance of Phooka on milch
animals by legislation ?

306. Do Government propose to bring in the next Budget Session a hill
to penalise the performance of Phooka on milch animals ?

'{S—IE H{JN’BLE Mauravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN replied :

. 305.—Yes. -

306.—So far as Government are aware Phooka is not practised in Assam,
However the officers concerned have been asked to enquire and report on
reccipt of which Government will see what steps can be taken.

Reduction of the rate of toll on motor cars for crossing the
Gauhati-North Ferry over the Brahmaputra
Srijur BELIRAM DAS asked :

307. Will Government be pleased to state what is the rate of toll for
the private motor cars for crossing the Gauhati-North Gauhati Ferry by
steamer over the river Brahmaputra ?

308. Is Government aware that public has been complaining about the

high rate of toll for the private moter cars for crossing the Brahmaputra by
this ferry steamer ?

309. Do Government propose to take steps for lowering the rate from
.4 to Re.l1 h 2
Rs. i to cach way ?

310. Is Government aware that previously the fare for persons crossing

the Bl;ahmaputra over this ferry was one anna only per trip in the third
class :

311. Do Government propose to take steps to reduce the fare from six
pice to one anna ?

Tci-m How’sLe Mauravi Saivip S® MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
rephed: S

307.—Rupees four per trip.
308.—Government have no information.

309.—The prescribed rates of tolls cannot be reduced during the curren=-
cy of the lease, which is for 15 years from 1st April 1929,

310.—Yes in 1923-24 and 1924-25,

It has been 1 anna 6 pies since 1925-26.

311.—Reply to No. 309 above may be referred to.
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Number of Deputy Superintendents of Police attached to the Sadar
Sylhet

Mauvravi ABDUR RAHMAN asked :

312. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) The number of Deputy Superintendents of Police attached to
the Sadar Sylhet.
(b) What are their respective functions ?
313. Isit a fact that besides a Superintendent of Police, there isan
Additional Superintendent of Police at Sylhet ?

Tae HonBLE MaurLavi Saryip SiR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :
312. (a)—Two.
b)—One is attached to the Superintendent’s confidential office and
other work, and the other performs his normal duties in the Superinten-
dent’s main office.
313.—VYes.

Appointment of Marwaris in Government Service

Mzr. KEDARMAL BRAHMIN asked :

314. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge be pleased to state—
(@) Whether any Marwari is appointed in any Government service
in Assam ?
(b) If the answer is in the negative do Government propose to
consider their case when vacancy occurs ?

Tue HoN’BLE MAULAVI SAryiD SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

314. (a)—The information is not available and the labour of collecting

it would be incommensurate with the results.
(b)—Government will duly consider the applications of suitable
Marwaris who fulfil the necessary requirements laid down in Section 262 of
the Government of India Act and rule 307 of the Assam Executive Manual.

Opening of an Industrial Bank on Co-operative lines to foster indi-
. genous industries

Sriyur JOGENDRA NATH BARUA asked :

315. (4) Do Government propose to start an Industrial Bank on
Co-operative lines to foster indigenous industries such as bsll-metal
industries, braziers works, silk, etc., in Assam Valley ?

() If so will the Registrar, Co-operative Societies and Govern-
ment  be pleased to take steps to open such an institution ?

Tue HoN'BLE MauLAvi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN replied :

315, (a) and (b%i—-Thc hon, member is referred to the replies given to
similar questions asked by him at the last budget session of the Assembly.
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Out-break of serious epidemics in the different parts of the
Madhabpur and Lakhai Thanas in Sylhet district

Mauravi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURT asked :

316. Is Government aware that want of drinking water had been
responsible for out-break of serious epidemics in  the different parts of
the Madhabpur and Lakhai Thanas in the district of Sylhet ?

317. Is Government aware that, there had been the largest number

of cholera deaths in the Lakhai Thana in the district of Sylhet in the
year 1936-37 ?

318. Will Government be pleased to state what steps if any, has
been taken as a preventive measure there ?

Ture Hon’sLe REv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

316.—The hon. member has not stated to what year he is referring.
In the current year there was a serious epidemic of cholera throughout
most of Sylhet district including the thanas named and the absence of pure
drinking water undoubtedly contributed to the spread of the disease.

317.—No. There were many more -deaths in many other thanas.

318.— Government are endeavouring through the rural development
grants to  provide better water supplies throughout the province and the
Habiganj _ubdivision has been allotted its fair share of such grants.

Names of persons belonging to Assam serving out sentences of
imprisonment in Jails in Assam for offences of political nature

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA asked :

319. Will Government be pleased to layon the table a statement
showing—

(f) Names of persons of and belonging to Assam serving out
sentences of imprisonments in Jails in Assam or elsewhere for
offences of a political nature ?

(1) Their districts of origin ?

(i) Dates on which each of these persons was arrested ?

(iv) Nature and term of sentence in each case ?

(v) Names of Jails where each of these persons is imprisoned ?

(vi) Names of persons under any kind of restraint other than those

sentenced to imprisonment by a competent court, owing to
political activities ?

(vii) Allowances granted, if any, in any case ?

(viti) Names of places where persons dealt with under Regulation (€2D)
of 1818 and Assam Criminal Law Amendment Acts are
suffering restraint ?

Tue HoN’BLE Mauravi Saryio Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
1'cphgcié-_—Two statements containing the particulars asked for are placed
on the table.
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Establishment of a Medical School in Sylhet

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE asked :

320. Will Government be pleased to state the reasons of not going
ahead with the establishment of a medical school in Sylhet ?

Tae Hon'siz Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

320.—The hon. member is referred to the replies given to similar ques-
tions asked by Babu Harendra Narayan Chaudhury at the current session of

the Assam Legislative Assembly.
Approved list of text-books of the province

MRr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE asked :

321. Are Government aware that many books of B
issued by Bengal publishers find place in the approved list of tﬁggatlex?-ubﬂ;gliz

of the province ?
322. If the answer to the above question -be in the affirmative do

Government propose to invite the submission of similar f
A L : 4 text-bo writt
and published by the people of this province to be substituted in(:;ll{]i plaii:c.:)l}‘

the said bnoks by Bengali Authors ?
323. Do Government propose to direct the Text Book Committee not to

consider in future any book which is not written, printed and published by
the people of this province ?

Tue Hon’BLE SHAMs-UL-ULaMA Maurana ABU NASR MD, WAHEED
replied :

321.—Yes.
329.—No. Authors belonging to this province can submit similar bo

if they so wish, for the approval of the Text Book Committee. l ook
393.—No. Ifa book is a good one there is no reason why it should not

be prescribed no matter who the author is or until a better book is forth-

coming.

Privilege to members of Assam Lagislature to the free use of
Government Circuit Houses

Mgr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE asked :
324. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) ththcr the members of the Assam Legislatures are entitled,
like ﬁrst' clags Government servants, to the free use of Govern-
) 1t m;:né Cgcult Houses when they are on public duty ?
not, do Government pr N
to them ? propose to extend the same privilege

&L
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325. (a) Isit a fact that there is no Circuit House or Inspection Bunga-
low provided for Government Officers on duty in Shillong ?

(6) If so, do Government propose to remove the want ? If not,
why not.

326. (a) Will Government be pleased to state why there is no Inspec-

tion room for Government servants reserve in the Dak Bungalow at
Shillong ?

(6) Isit a fact that every where else such a reservation exists ?
(¢) If so, why this distinction has been made in Shillong ?

Tre Hon’sLe Mauravi Savio Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

324. (a)—No.

()—No. There is ample accommodation available in Shillong,

326. (a)—Because such reservation is not considered necessary.
(5)—No. Only in certain Dak Bungalow is such reservation made.
(¢)—The answer is already given above.

Reduction of School fees at the Haragavinda Aided High School

Basu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA asked :
327. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) The rate of school fees at the Haragavinda Aided High School
and what is the usual rite of other schools ?

(b) Whether it is a fact that the guardians complained to Govern-
ment about the high scale of fees charged there particularly in
view of the general economic distress ?

(¢) The reason for charging such a high rate in this village High
School ?

328. Do Government propose to consider the question of reducing the
scale of fees there ?

TaE HoN’BLE Suams-uL-Urana MavrLana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied :
327.(a)—The following statement shows the rates :—

Government  Haragavinda

Rs. a. p. : :
Class X 5 b
5 }V}?H 280 3=0:50
A TE 2 4 0 212 0
» VI 2 0 o0 2 8 0
’» 112 o 2 0 0
55 N 1 8 0 2 0 0
g VY 1 4 0 1 4 0
, I rin ol 1 0 o 1 0 0

(b)—A petition was recently received fro

m =
laining about the scale of fees in the school. one gentleman comp
U:)——The Scho.ol Committee—as thcy‘ are entitled tg do—have been
charging a higher rate 1n order to balanc;e_th,glr budget,
328 —Government do not propose to interfere with the T et
School Committee in this matter.
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Transfer of Babu Kumud Chandra Datta, Extra Assistant Commis- .
sioner, from Karimganj to Tura
Basu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA asked :
329, Isit a fact that Babu Kumud Chandra Datta, Extra Assistant {
Commissioner, has recently been transferred from Karimganj to Tura ? |
330. Will Government be pleased to state :— |
(a) For how many months he had been posted as Extra Assistant i
Commissioner at Karimganj ? r
(b) What is the amount of travelling allowance paid or payable for !
this transfer ? ?
(¢) The policy behind this transfer ? |
(d) Whether economy in expenditure and period of posting are con- > '
sidered in making orders of transfer ? '
t
T How’BrLE Mauravi Sarvm S;ir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA ‘:
replied : ah

329.—VYes. iz
330. (a)—About five months. '
(6)—Rupees 519-10-0.
(¢)—The transfer was made in the interests of the public service on
the recommendation of the Commissioner of the Division.
(d)—Yes, so far as is consistent with the public interest.

Re excavation operation in the Kapili and Jamuna Valleys of Now- °
gong District

Sryur MAHI CHANDRA BORA asked :
331. (a) Is Government aware that the Kapili and Jamuna Valleys in
the district of Nowgong are bristling with many antiquities ?
() Do Government propose to request the Director General of
Archzological Survey of India to undertake an excavation opera- !
tion in that site in the next working session ? 3
. o
Tae HonBLe SHaMs-UL-Urama Maurana ABU NASR MD.
WAHEED replied :
331. (a)—VYes. !
(b)—The Director General of Archzology in India was requested
either to undertake systematic exploration or to appoint an officer
for supervising conservation and general Archwological work in
Assam. As he was unable to consider the proposals for want of
funds, it is not proposed to request him again.

Expenditure spent by different Local Boards on Primary Education
Srijur LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH asked :

332. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state :—.
(a) What per cent. of the Board’s own income js spent on Primary

Education by the different Local Boards of the province of
Assam ? |

(¢) The number of Venture Schools in Dibrugarh that applied to

be taken over by the Local Board in the last 3 years ? s
(¢) How many of them have been taken each year ? A
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(@) Whether it is a fact that the amount spent by the Dibrugarh

(e) If

Local Board, out of its own income, is only 127 per cent.
whereas the Divisional average is 27 per cent. P

s0, does the Hon’ble Minister for Local Self-Government
Propose to issue instructions to the Local Board concerned
to increase the expenditure in the next year’s Budget or

ing:r_e{tsc the Grant on Education to this Board to reach the
1visional average ?

THE HoN’BLE REv, J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

332, (a)—

Names of Local

Percentage of the Board,
own income spent on

Boards Primary Education
Silchar 13-18
Hailakandi .., 17-31
North Sylhet ... o0 21-66
Karimganj |, 16:00
South Sylhet ... 29-42
glabiganj 2634

unamganj ... .
.'Dhubrig - ?;g%
Goalpara tms = 40-51
Gauhati 18-48
Barpeta . 164
Tezpur 18-15
Mangaldai .. 14-87
Nowgong 29'8
Sibsagar 14-33
Jorhat 20-3
Golaghat ats o~ 21-52
Dibrugarh 10:60
No?bl)l Lakhimpur = 19-99

Years

1934-35
1935-36
1936-37

(e)—
Years

1934-35
1935-36
1936-37

Number of Venture
Schools that applied
to be taken over

dia 39
- 41
40

Number of Venture
Schools taken over

i sl oele 11
17

(d)—Yes, on education of all kinds.

(¢)—The answer to the first part of the qu
As regards the second part, the Dibrugarh Local Bo

from the sum of

for educational grants to the Boards.

estion is in the negative.
ard will get its due share

half a lakh of rupees provided in the current years budget
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Distances in miles of metalled roads and shingled roads maintained
by each Local Board in Assam

Srijur LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH asked :

233, Will the Hon’ble Minister for Local Sclf-Government be pleased

1o state—
(¢) The distance in miles of (1) metalled roads (2) shingled roads
maintained by each of the Local Boards in Assam ?
(5) The amount of annual recurring and non-recurring grants for
those roads for the last three years ?

Tue How'sre Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

333. (a) and (b)—The hon. member is referred to the replies given to
similar questions asked by him at the last session of the Assembly.

Duties and functions of a District Magistrate towards the Co-spera-
tive Movement {

MavuLaNA ABDUL HAMID KHAN asked :

334. Will Government be pleased to state the duties and functions of a
District Magistrate towards the Co-operative Movement ?

Tue Howsie Mauvravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN replied :

334.—Under instruction (8) published at page 51 of the Manual for
Co-operative Societies in Assam “‘the Deputy Commissioner and the Sub
divisional Officer should exercise a general supervision over all matters relat-
ing to Co-operative Societies within the district or subdivision.”

Numaber of totally blind persons in the Proviace
Mauravi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY asked :

335. Will Government be pleased to state—
(1) The number of totally blind persons in the Province ?
(2) Whether it is a fact that many of them are suffering from what
is known as preventible blindness ?

(3) In the absence of an Eye Infirmary in the Province whether
Government propose to employ some eye-specialists for providing
treatment to such blind persons ? S

(4) Whether there is any provision for sending persons suffering from
preventible blindness to the Calcutta Eye Infirmary for treat-
ment ?

(5) If the answer to (4) above is in the negative do Government
propose to make provision in future ?

(6) What are the facilities afforded by the Government of Assam for
educating to the totally blind persons in the Calcutta Blizl
School ?
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B
Tue How'sLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :
: 335. (1)—At the last Census the number was 9,526.
(2)—At least some of them.
.. (3)=No. Eye treatment is carried out in all headquarters and sub~
dmsx(oz)ml lriis]mnsaries for most of the discases causing preventible blindness.
4)—No.
(5)—Such provision is not necessary, oide reply to (3) above. 3 !
. {6)—Upto3 scholarships are awarded annually for the training of blind ;f
children.  These scholarships are of the value of Rs.15a month each and
are tenable at the Calcutta Blind School.
Opening of Medical School at Sylhet
Basu HARENDRA NARAYAN CHAUDHURI asked :

)

3 336. Will Government be pleased to state their attitude with regard to
the immediate opening of the Medical School at Sylhet pressed by a vote of
the Asse_ml)ly during the last Budget Session with a full statement of the
reasons Justifying their attitude ?

337. Isit a fact that Government is considering if the hospital at
Sylhet which is at present in the main building could make room for the
School classes in the same building ?

238. _Has Government considered the feasibility of accomquating thc.

- hospital in some of the houses erected for the purpose of students
hostels ?

339. Will Government be pleased to state—

(¢) how many such hostel blocks are there ?
(6) What is their total plinth area ?
(¢) How they are being utilised at present ? d
(d) How many students, the hostels were originally contemplate
1o accommecdate ?
» TrE How’BLE REv, J- J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

336.—The attitude of Government is bricfly this :—

They are eager to open a Medical School at Sylhet but are unable to
do so through lack of funds. The Hon’ble Minister in charge personally
ispected the medical school buildings on the 29th of September last and
came to the conclusion that it would be impossible to open a medical school
immediately withoyt considerable expenditure on new buildings—expendi
ture which Government cannot at present afford.

337.—This point wag duly considered and it was found impracticable
to locate the hﬂspital =

> d medical school in the same building for the follow-
ing Teasons :—

(;)—’Ijhe minimum number of
Institution should not be
cannot accommogd
institution.

(#)—The school and hospital cannot be accommedated in the same
building as quietness is essential for a hospital while from its
very nature the school must bq somewhat noisy.

{iii)—There cannot be any privacy in the hospital with a school in the
same building.

beds in a hospital attached to a teaching
less than 100 but the present building
ate 100 beds and also function as a teaching
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338.—Yes. These buildings which were intended for the accommo-
dation of 128 students are not suitable for a hospital. Furthermore, the
students would have no hostel accommodation if the existing hostels were
used for a hospital.
339. (a)—Eight.
(b)—The information is not immediately available but will be
supplied later to the hon. member, if required.
(c)—Block 1 is used by the Medical and Public Health Department.
Block 2 is not being used. :
Block 3 is occupied by the office of the Assistant Registrar,
(Co-operative Societies, Surma Valley Division.
Block 4 is used by the Agricultural Department as a seed
depot.
p Block 5 is occupied by the office of the Deputy Director of
Agriculture, Surma Valley. )
Blocks 6, 7 and 8 are occupied by the Armed Police.
(d)—128.

Amount contributed to the Sunamganj Maternity Ward Fund

i i\/.[AULAVI MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHOUDHURY
asked :

340. Will Government please state what was the amount realised by
the Subdivisional Officer, Sunamganj, from public for ({) Maternity Ward
and (2) Red Cross Society, in the years 1935, 1936 and 1937 (upto 31st
October) ? ]

341, Will Government please state the names with amounts con-
tributed of those who subscribed to (i) the Maternity Ward Fund,
Sunamganj, and (it) the Red Cross Society through the Subdivisional Officer,
Sunamganj, during the years 1935, 1936 and 1937, pointing out the gun
licensees from amongst them ¥

342, Isit a fact that the gun licensees were compelled by the Sub-
divisional Officer, Sunamganj, to contribute to the above mentioned funds 2

Tue Hon’sLe Rev, J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

340.—The information is given below—

1935. 1936, 1937
upto 31st
October 1937,
Rs. Rs.
(1) Maternity
Ward S 1,362 698
(2) Red Cross
Society nm vl 673 142

341.—Government cannot undertake to inform the House the amounts:
of subscriptions given by private individuals to - charitable objects. But
from the list of subscribers it appears thatout of a total of 618 subscribers
128 were the holders of gun licenses.

342.—The present Subdivisional Officer reports that there is no
evidence to show that any such compulsion was exercised.
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Lady Doctor of Dhubri Dispensary
Mauravi JAHANUDDIN AHMED asked :

343.(a) Will Government be pleased to state whether it is a fact that
the Lady Doctor of Dhubri refuses to examine women sent by the Court ?
(b) Are Government aware that public do not like to subject their
ladies to be examined by male doctors and that such refusal causes great
mconvenience to them ?

(¢) Do Government propose to provide against such refusal by the
Lady Doctor ?

THE Hon’BLE REv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

343.(a)—Yes.

(b)—Government have received no complaint on the subject. No
woman is examined by a male doctor if she has any objection.
(¢)—No.

Establishment of one Estate Dispensary at Dalgoma and increase
in the cadre of Medical Officers in Bijni Raj Ward’s Estate

MauLavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED asked :

344. Do Government propose to start one Estate Dispensary at Dal-
goma at the earliest opportunity ?

345. Do Government propose to increase the cadre of Sub-Assistant
Surgeon under the Bijni Raj Ward’s Estate from 5 to 6 so that one doctor
may function as ““leave reserve” ?

346. Will Government be pleased to state (a) the number of Estate
Dispensaries under the Bijni Raj Court of Ward’s Estate, and

(b) whether the doctors there are allowed to avail themselves of
privilege leave, one month each in a year, besides casual leave

» sick leave,
etc. ?

347. Will Government be pleased to state whether Governm
to take immediate steps for giving medical aids and for kg
Ma'aria Survey work in the neighbourhood of Dalgoma,
tenants, by one of the Estate Docrors 7

ent propose
la azar and

amongst the Raj

Tue Hon’sre Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

344.—The Local Bo

_ ard dispensary at Mornai is only 3 miles away, but
sanction has recently be

L en given to a grant of Rs.30 per mensem which, with
assistance from the Board, will enable an Aided dispensary to be started at
Dalgoma.

345.—There is no such proposal from the Estate Manager or the Deputy
Commissioner. Leave reserves ar

¢ not usually sanctioned in any establish-
ment of less than ten.
346.(a)—Five.
(b)—Average pay leave according to the Fundamental Rules is
ranted. :
g 347.—No, the matter is really one for the

Public Health Department. of
the Government to undertake,
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Grant of allowance to Jurors in the district of Sylhet

Mavuravi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY asked :

348. Is Government awarce that in the district of Sylhet, the Jurors are
not paid any allowance for the intervening and intermediate holidays includ-
ing Sunday nor they are allowed travelling allowance to go and come back
if they want to enjoy holidays at their homes ? .

Tue Hox’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :
348.—Yes.

Representation of bona fide natives of the district of Cachar (Hindus
and Muhammadans) in diferent offices of the Heads of Depart-
ments and Secretariats

MavrLavi MUZARROF ALI LASKAR asked:

349. Will Government be pleased to state—

The total number of clerks and the number of bona fide natives of the
district of Cachar (Hindus and Muhammadans) separately amongst them,
(in Shillong) respectively in each of the following offices of—

{i) Assam Secretariat (Civil and Public Works Department),

(i1) Inspector-General of Police,

(111) Inspector-General of Civil Hospitals and Prisons,

(iv) Director of Public Health,

(v) Director of Public Instruction,
{vi) Director of Agriculture,

(zit) Inspector-General of Registration,
{vui) Director of Land Records,

(ix) Director of Industries,

{x) Registrar of Co-operative Societies,
{(xi) Conservator of Forests,

{xi1) Secretary, Legislative Assembly,
(xi1i) Secretary, Legislative Council,
(xiv) Superintendent of the Government Press ?

350. If the number of the natives of Cachar in those offices is not
adequate do Government propose to consider their claim so as to give them
proper representation when future vacancies occur ?

1Tm?. Hon’sLe Mavuravi Sarvip St MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

349.—The information is given below—

Total num- | Number of bona fide natives
ber of clerks | of the district of Cachar
(including
Names of offices stenogra- | == N
phers and Remarks
typists) Hindus Mubhamma-
dans
({)—Assam  Secretariat | 150 4 7 1 *Manipuri
(Civil and Public tempo- Hindu.
Works Department).| rary.
(i1)—Inspector-General of 23
Police.
(#11)—Inspector-General of 25 o
Civil Hospitals and
Prisons.
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Tatal num- | Number of bona fide natives
ber of clerks | of the district of Cachar
(including
Names of offices stenogra- |, \| Remarks
phers and |
typists) Hindus Muhamma-
dans
(7v)—Director of Public 14
Health.
(v)—Director of Public | 30 + 2 5 1
Instruction, tempo-
rary.
(vi)—Director of Agricul- 16 : 5
= ture.
(vii&viti)—Director of Land 12 ‘
Records and Ins-
pector-General  of
Registration, etc.
(1x&x)—Director of Indus- 18 = 1
tries and Registrar
of Co-operative
Societies.
(xi)—Conservator of Fo- 15 . At present
rests. one Mu-
hamma-
dan  of
Cachar
officiat-
ing in a
leave va-
cancy.
{xii)—Secretary, Legislative | 11 + 2 7 .
Assembly. tempo-
rary.
(xiii)—Seccretary, Legislative 7 : * | *] whois
Council. an Indian
Chris-
tian.
(viv)—Superintendent  of 18 o :
Press.

350.—There is no separate representation for Hindus or Muhamma-

dans of the district of Cachar.
the Muhammadans of both the

the claims of the Hindus and Muhammadans

made.

Hindus of Surma Valley form one unit, and

valleys form another unit, Consideration of

on district basis is not



2490

Pathsala Feeder Road
Srijur KAMESWAR DAS asked :

351. Are Government aware that the Pathsala Feeder Road which is
about half a mile only in length joins the North Trunk Road with the Path-
sala Railway Station (Eastern Bengal Railway) ?

352. Are Government aware that both the North Trunk Road and the
Feeder Road pass through the Pathsala Bazar and the Town which is a
rising place and is developing rapidly as a trade centre ?

353. Are Government aware that the Feeder Road is th? o_nly outle_:t_ to
the Pathsala Railway Station for about 70,000 people of Bajali comprising
the Sariha, the Uttar Bajali, the Manikpur, the Chapaguri, the Kaklabari
and part of Hastinapur mauzas ?

354. Are Government aware that the condition of the road becomes
Practically impassable during both the rains and dry months for mud and
dust respectively ?

355. Are Government aware that the Barpeta Local Board with a view
to gravel the road caused an estimate to be prepared, but owing to paucity
of funds has had to give 'up the project ?

356. Do Government propose to consider the case of this road which
has been left out from the programme of the Provincial Communication
Board and make provision for its metalling immediately ?

Tue Hown’sLe Mauravi Saivip S;ir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

351.—Yes.

352.—Both roads pass through the village.

353.—It is the only road from the village to the station.

354 & 355.—The Local Board concerned has been asked for a report,
but it has not yet come to hand.

356.—The cost of gravelling half a mile of road should cost from Rs.300
to Rs. 400 and petty schemes of this nature are matters for the Local Board
to deal with. "The hon. member’s attention is invited to the last paragraph
of page 2 of the Minutes of the last meeting of the Board of Communications,
a copy of which is placed on the Library Table.

Construction of new roads in the Goalpara district

Kumar AJIT NARAYAN DEV asked :

357. (a) Will Government be pleased to state, whether there is a road
development fund in the district of Goalpara ?

i) () If so who is entrusted with the charge of development and the
und

358. Are Government aware that many new roads were constructed in

the district by the villagers at the promise of the Deputy Commissioner of =
district to pay the cost of construction ? '
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359. Is it a fact that no money has been paid as yet in spite of several
petitions from the villagers to the Deputy Commissioner ?

TuE Hon’BLE REv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

357. (1) & (4)—The hon member presumably refers to the Govern-
ment of India grant for rural uplift. If so, the district allotment is at the
disposal of the Deputy Commissioner and his Advisory Committee consisting.
among others of men.bers of the Assembly. :

358.—No. On the contr

the construction to contribute towards the work either in money or in labour..
'I_‘hc latest resolution of the Advisory Board held on 18th September 1937 is
given below :—

Resolved that the Board sanction the construction of the following roads
at the cost noted against cach of them on the distinct understanding that the
local people, who will be benefited by the road, '?vilI contribute a _portion of
the total cost either in money or in labour or in kind. Payment will be made
through the member in charge on receipt the completion certificate and tke
details in the form prescribed by Government.

Member in charge Name of road Amount
Rs. a. p.
I.  Sdjut Sontosh Kr. Barua Charialdanga-Mohamayahat 400 0 O
B. A, M. L. A, Yoyt
2. Chief Forest Officer, ,Bijni Raj Tengapara-Pakhriguri 60 6 0
Ward’s Estate. >
3.  Divisional TForest Officer, Panbari-Thaplajhora . 300 0 0
Kachugaon. : =
4. Divisional Forest Officer, Bengtol-Shalbari 400
Haltugaon. T z
5. Srijut Jogendra Nath Mandal, Dhanpur-Bamunkura
B. L., M, L. A. T
6. Ditto Laska-Sonamoyee
7. Ditto Sepatgram-Halghora- 200 0 6
8. Chicl Forest Officer, Bijni Raj  Titaguri-Haluadal 100 0 @
Ward’s Estate. :
9. M. Abdul Hamid Khan, Katlamari-Sukchar Hat 200 0 o
M. L. A.
10.  Chicf Forest Officer, Bijni Raj Bridges at Kokra beel, 100 0 ©
Ward’s Estate, Hatimatha beel,
Tengapara Dong and
Khargaon Dong.
11.  Sub-Deputy Collector, Sidli Sidli-Bengtol Road (Sub-Deputy Collecter,

Sidli, will be in charge
of the work.)

T ey generally made on completion of the work. The
Deputy Commissione, reports that he has received no petitions from villa-
gers asking for Payment,

Ahmedpur Middle English Madrasa
Mauravi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHOUDHURY

360. Will Government please state whether it is a fact that the Ahmed-
pur Middle English Madrasa is the only institution of jts kind within the
area of the Dharmapassa Thana aided by Government ?

ary the villagers are expected asa condition of
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361. (a) Is it a fact that the Madrasa is given an aid of only Rs.20 a

month ?
(b) If so, do Government propose to increase the grant ?

TuE HoN’BLE SHAMS-UL-ULaMA Mavrana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied :

360.—Government are not aware of the Thanawari distribution of aided
schools but are prepared to accept the hon. member’s assurance on the

niatter.
361. (¢) & (b)—The grant has already been raised from Rs.20 1o
Rs.30 a month from 1st October 1937.

Lack of communications iu the parganas of Dinarpur and Putijuri
in Habiganj subdivision

Mauravi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHOUDHURY
asked : ;

362. Has the attention of Government been drawn to the fact that
the inhabitants of parganas Dinarpur, Putijuri and other neighbouring
parganas within the subdivision of Habiganj in the district of Sylhet
have been labouring under great difficulties for want of communication ?

363. Isit a fact that the inhabitants of those parganas have no
means of ingress or cgress during the dry seasons of the year ? X

364. Do Government propose to connect Habiganj-Putijuri road with
Sylhet-Sherpur road via Sadarghat ?

365. Is it a fact that Government (1) did make an cnggiry info the
possibih’tics of that route and (2) the landholders of the IOCﬂIltl(’.:S concerned
gave an assurance that they would not claim any compensation for the
lands that might be needed for the purpose of a road ?

366. Will Government be pleased to state whether any e‘stunatf: was
made at that time for connecting Habiganj-Putijuri road with Sylhet-
Sherpur road ? :

367. Will Government please state whether any estimate
after actual survey of the route or with reference to any
route ? : ; -
368. Is Government aware of the fact that Habiganj-Putijurl road has
already been extended upto village Diopara in pargana Dinarpur b}f the
Local Board at the instance of the Subdivisional Officer of Hz_lblga:nj anc}
that it is going to be further extended up to Sherpur-Nabiganj road:

was made
map of the

369. Do Government propose to construct a motorable road to
remove the difficulties of the inhabitants of those localities ?

I.T}E HON’BLE Mauravi Sarvio SiR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

362.—Government are aware that in this and many other districts
of the province improved communications would benefit the ~inhabitants.
Govere e DI ch improving communications to the fullest ~extent
possible with the funds ag ¢heir dislﬂusal.
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363 —Government have been informed that there are wvillages in
this arca which are not connected by roads.

364.—No.

365. (1)—Yes.

(2)—An offerof Iree land was received from sems of the
villagers.

366 & 367.—No. In the absence of data as regards flood levels it was
not possible to make an accurate estimate. Tnis data is still under
collection,

363.—Reply to the first part is ‘yes’ and to the second part ‘Govern-
ment have no information’.
369.—Not at present.

Introduction of co-education system in the Sylhet Government
Madrassa

Mavravt MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHOUDHURY

asked :

370. Will Government please state whether it is a fact that the
system of co-education has proved to be successful in Murarichand College,

Sylhet, Cotton Cellege, Gauhati, and the Victoria Memorial High School,
Hailakandi ?

371. If so, do Government propose to introdusze the system in the
Sylhet Government Madrassa ?

Tue HoN’sLE Smaws-ur-Urava Mavurana ABU NASR  MD.
WAHEED replied :

370.—No serious difficulties have arisen as regards co-education in
these institutions but Government are not prepared to say that co-educa-
tion has delinitely proved successful.

371.—No.

Scheme for the improvement of the Co-operative movement
Srjur BELIRAM DAS asked :

372. Do Government propose to take up 2 definite scheme, at least for
a period of 5 years, for the improvement of the Co-operative movement of
the province, on the light of work done in other provinces ?

373. Do Government propose to enquire into the causes of deterio=
ration of the Go-operative Societies in the provinee ?

THE I{ON,BLE MAULAVI MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN rcpﬁcd:

379 .—The mattes will be considered by Government,
373.—The matter is under the consideration of Government.
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Proposal to give education in Insurance Business to some youths of
the Province

Seijur GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked :

374.(a) Docs the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Department of
Industries propose to give education in Insurance Business to some youths
of the Province where Insurance Business is fast extending ?

(b) If so, do Government propose to grant some stipends of suit-
able value to some qualified graduates in some colleges of Bombay or
Calcutta ?

375. Does the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Department of Indus-
tries recognisc that Banking Business is fast spreading in Assam and that the
natives of the soil have not been able to take their due share in the business
for want of properly trained men. of the Province ?

376. It so, do Government propose to make arrangements for giving
training in Banking Business to some suitable graduates of the province
cither in the Imperial Bank or in some other Banks of Calcuttz or Bombay ?

THE Hon’sLE Mauravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN replied =

374.(a) & (b)—The point raised by the hon. member will be consi-
dered by the Government.
375.—It may be so.
3 ?g)ﬁ.—Thc hon. member is referred to the reply to qusstion 374(a)
an :

Newspaper article r¢ difficalties of communication between. Goalpara
and Bongaigaon

Mavravt MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI asked :

377. Has the attention of Government been drawn to the article “a
fong standing grievance” which appeared in the Amrita Bazar Patrika
(daily), dated 6th May 1937 ?

378. Has Government received any representation from the Goalpara.
public to redress the long standing grievance regarding the difficulties of
communication between Goalpara tewn and the nearest Railway Station,

Bongaigaon, on the Eastern Bengal Railway ? I
379. If so, what steps Government propose to take to establish. a steam

ferry between Goalpara and Jogighapa and when ?
380. Are Government aware that :— :

(a) The Pan%honiaﬁjogighapa ferry is being run by uncovered
co: niry boais :

(b) Passengers and cattle are carried in. the same vessel ?

(c) Itis. positively unsafe and attended with. great risks to human
lives particularly during the rains ?

(d) There are instances of several fatalities in the past caused by the
capsizing of the ferry ?

(e) The journey from, Jogighapa to Goalpara is.a. lIong and tedious:

\ wone, attended with great risk and inconvenience ?

(/) The ll’:a’se-_holder uses uncovered small country boats to- rum
these ferries, takes double than the scheduled rate, and in spite
of Tepeated complaints from the public, the same man is all?ow-
ed by the Subdivisional Officer, Goalpara, to run the ferry i
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Tue HoN’sLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied ¢

377.—Not until the receipt of the question.

378.—Yes.

3.79.—Govcrnm<?nt do not propose to establish a steam fercy but the
question of the Public Works Department taking over the existing ferry is
under consideration.

. 380.(a)—There is no ferry known as Panchonia-Jogighapa. If the
ferries between Goalpara and Panchonia and Goalpara and Jogighapa are
meant the reply is in the affirmative in the case of the former. As regards
‘the latter zt) is ;nderstood that the boats are partly covered.

(6)—Yes.

(¢)—No more so than any other crossing of the Brahmaputra in
boats of a similar nature.

(d)—So far as the Government have been able to ascertain a postal
boat and several private boats have capsized at various times but not one of’
the ferry boats. -

(e)—VYes but the risk is not more than the usual risk attending the
crossing of large rivers by country boeats.

{f)—The boats used are probably the biggest available passenger
boats in the subdivision. There is no evidence that the lessee takes double
. the scheduled ratesbut his mafhi was once fined this year for realising excess
fares. The present lessee was the only bidder for the ferry this year.

Amount of cart tax realised by the Dhubri Local Board from the
South Salmara and Mankachar Thanas for 1936-37

MauLana ABDUL HAMID KHAN asked :

381. Will Government be pleased to state :—

(a) The total amount of cart tax realised by the Dhubri Local Board
from the South Salmara and the Mankachar thanas, during
the year 1936-37 ?

(¢) The total amount of expenditure incurred by the said Local
Board for roads under the above mentioned Thanas during the
year 1936-37 2

Tue Hon'BLE REV. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

Rs.
381.(a)—
From South Salmara s s 1,022
¥rom Mankachar ... Al farespers 5,002
(8)—
For roads in South Salmara ... Vv vee 2,438
For roads.in. Mankachar vos oo 640

Numbher of Co-operative Societies in the South Salmara .and Man-
kachar Thanas

MauLana ABDUL HAMID KHAN asked :
382. Will the Hon’ble Minister in, charge of the Co-operative
ment be pleascd to state ;——

a) the number of Co-operative Societies ; ; :
(@ and Mankachar Thanas ? S the South Salmara

Depart-~
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(b) the number of societies inspected by the Co-operative Inspecs
tors during the last year ?
383. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge be pleascd to state :— |
(a) the number of honorary organisers for Co-operative Societies
in the district of Goalpara ?
(b) the number of societies they have organised during the last
three years?

Tue How'sLe Mavravi MD. ALT HAIDAR KHAN replied @

382, (a)—-Therc are 17 sacieties within the jurisdiction of the South Sal- °

mara Thana and none within the Mankachar Thana.

(b)—1,014.
383, (a)——Two.
(b)—Two.

Steps for the preveation for Malaria ia Jaintia Parganas
Mauvravi Mp. ABDUS SALAM asked :

384. ‘Will Government please state whether they are aware of the fact
that the Jaintia Parganas being situated at the foot of the Jaintia Hills, suffer
much from the outbreak of Malarial fever every year ?

385. Will Governmenat pleass state whether they take any steps for the
prevention of the same ?

386. If the answer to question 385 is in the affirmative, will Government
be pleascd to state what steps they take from time to time in this regard

387. s it a fact that only about 40 per cent. of the patients of Hemu,
a badly affected area, are provided with a free supply of medicine by the
Public Health doctor, on Malaria duty, at Haripur ?

388. Will Government please state whether they propose to take every
necessary step for the prevention of Malaria in the Jaintia Parganas ?

Tre How’sLE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

384.—Yes.

385.—Yes. 2

386.— The steps taken include the usual surveys, anti-larval operations
and the treatment of malaria cases in all dispensaries. Additional doctors
are also deputed to places where a high incidence of malaria is reported.

387.—Yes.

388.—Yes. It might interest the hon. member to know that there is a
Provincial Advisory Malaria Committec in Assam to which three members
of this House have been appointed. This Committee advises Government
on the anti-malarial measures to be taken every year. A meeting of this
Committee is being held this session.

Names of Aided High Schools and the amouat allotted to each of
them in the Darrang district

SrjuT OMEO KUMAR DAS asked :

389. Will the Hon’ble Minister j ion be pleased to
i r *ducation be P

state the names of Aided High School;na(ﬁ:iartgkfc OimI:‘)ullllct of aid allotted to

sach of them in the district of Darrang ?
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360. (a) Isit a fact that the Inspector of Schools, Assam Valley Circle,
recommended an amount of Rs. 295 asa monthly subsidy to be given to
the Tezpur Academy ?

(6) Ifso, doesthe Hon’ble Ministar in charge of Education
propose to allot the said grant to the above-mentioned chool ?

391. Does the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Education propose to
allot substantial grant to the Sootea High School, considering the district
of Darrang as backward in education ?

Tue Hon'Breg Suawms-ur-Ursama Mauvrana ABU NASR MD.
WAHEED replied :

389.—The information is given below :—

Rs.
(1) Tezpur Academy ... 250 per mensem.
(2) Tezpur Bengali Boys’ High School ... 300 ke
{3) Tezpur Girls’ High School ... 310 ot

390. (a)—Yes.
(b)—The grant for this school has been raised from Rs. 65 to
Rs. 250 per month from 1st April 1937. With the funds at the disposal of
the Department, it is not possible to raise the grant further.
591 —In this school class VII has been opened this year as an experi-
ment only and the question of an increased grant will be considered in the
event of funds being available in future.

Opening of Agricultural Purchase aad Sale Societies on Co-opera-
tive lines

Srijur JOGENDRA NATH BARUA asked :

392. Do Government propose to open up Agricultural Purchase and
Sale Societies on Co-operative lines ?

Tt Hon’sLe Mauravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN replied :

302.—The hon. member is referred to the reply given toa similar
question asked by him at the last Budget Session of the Assembly.

Policy of Prohibition of opening more excise shops in the province

Srijur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA asked :

393. Will Government be pleased to state whether they propose to open

ccise shops ? :
any rsngodie Wilisshi HI:m’ble Minister in charge of Excise please state whether

he proposes to try the policy of Prohibition in any district or subdivision as
is being done in Madras ?

Tux How’sLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

393 and 394.—The whole question of the Government policy in these
resent under consideration,

matters is at p
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Survey of Kala-azar

Srijur JOGENDRA NARAYAN MANDAL asked :

395. Will Government be pleased to state :—

(a) Whether any survey of Kala-azar was made in the district of
Goalpara ?

(6) If not, do Government propose to have a survey in the near
future ?

(c) The number of medical officers on Kala-azar duty in the
district of Goalpara ?

(d) Whether it is a fact that in the Kala-azar affected area, the
Local Board doctors cannot give regular medical help to the
patients ?

(¢) Ifso, whether Government proposes to depute extra Sub-
Assistant Surgeons to give regular medical help to the poor
patients ?

(f) The number of Kala-azar patients who actually received medi-
cal help from the Sadar dispensary of Dhubri and Local
Board dispensaries of Agamani, Golokganj, Gosaigaon,
Chapar, Salkucha and Sapatgram during the last three
years ?

396. Do Government propose to take into consideration the question
of reduction of fees from Rs.16 to Rs.8 of the Civil Surgeon in order to
enable the poor Kala-azar patients to have medical help from them ?

T How’sLe Rev. J. J. M. NIGHOLS-ROY replied :

395. (a)—The areas reported to be infected have been surveyed.
(6)—Does not arise.

(6)—There are five Sub-Assistant Surgeons on General Public
Health Department duty and three Sub-Assistant Surgeons on Epidemic
Unit duty who, when not engaged in Epidemic work are employed on

Kala-azar duty.
(d)—There is no reason why they should not be able to do so.

(¢)—Does not arise. -
( f)—The treatment of Kala-azar commenced in the Golokganj

Silver Jubilee Dispensary from May 1937. The number of cases treated
during the last three years in the other Dispensarics is furnished below :—

1034 = > i e £ 751
1935 » - 2. . SIS W
1936 =3 = e il L H0s8

396.—No fixed scale of fees is in force for the professional attendance of
between

Civil Surgeons on private patients. It is a matter of arrangement
the parties. The ques.i.n of reduction does not therefore arisc.

e

S

L
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Introduction of Assamese as an additional subject for Girl Students
of the Intermediate Classes of the Cotton College

Kuan Bamapur Mauvravi KERAMAT ALT asked :

397. Will Government be pleased to state what arrangements have
been n_'xacle at the Cotton College, Gauhati, to teach Assamese as an addition-
al subject to the girl students of the Intermediate classes ?

398.(_&) Is it a fact that in the B.A. course, Bengali may be taken up
as a substitute for any subject such as History, Philosophy, Economics; and
that such facilities are not given to Assamese ?

(6) If so, do Government propose to move the authorities concerned
so that the girl students in colleges can take up Assamese as a substitute for
Sanskrit, Arabic, Persian, etc., in the Matric and I. A. Examinations ?

'f‘ms Ho~x’BLE  SHAMs-unL-UramMa Mavroana ABU NASR MD.
WAHEED replied :

397.—It is hoped that it may be possible to provide funds in next
year’s budget for a special lecturer for this purpose.
398.(a) —Yes.
(b)—Yes if it is found possible to provide funds for the lecturer.

Recommendations of the Provincial Banking Enguiry Committee
Srijur JADAV PRASAD CHALIHA asked :

399. Has the attention of Government been drawn to the recommenda-
tions of the Provincial Banking Enquiry Committee for the establishment of
an Apex Bank for the expansion of the Co-operative Movement in the
Province ?

400. If so, do Government propose to take steps in these directions ?

401.(a) Has any effect been given to the suggestions for improvement of
the Provincial Bank made by the Assam  Baaking Enquiry Committee of
1930 ?

(6) 1fso, will Government please state the recommendations which
were given effect to ?

402. Has the Assam Provincial Co-operative Bank established any
connection with the Reserve Bank of India under Section 17 of the Reserve
Bank of India Act ?

403. If not, do Government propose to take any steps in this behalf ?

THE HoN’sLe Mauravi MD. ALT HAIDAR KHAN replied :

399.—No such recommendati ;n appears to have been made by the
Assam Provincial Banking Enquiry Committce. ; : :
400.—'-Th§re i{s agria y anL{\pfzdeank in the Province, viz., the Provincial
-operative bank o ssam, Limited.
i Em.(::)—-Yes, partly.
(b)_-'I;{he following were the recommendations with regard to the
vincial Bank :— :
Pro (1) The Ba_nk should have a whole-time Manager with Banking
experience.
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(2) Endeavour should be made to secure a better attendance of
mofussil members at important meetings of the Bank, Cen-
tral Banks and the Provincial Bank should share the expense.

(3) The affiliated institutions and not representatives of individual

share holders should have the preponderating voice in the
Provincial Bank.

(4) The Provincial Bank should make no delay in disposing of
loan applications from Central Banks.

With the exception of (1) mentioned above effect has already been
given to the other suggestions. As regards (1) the Board of the Provincial
Bank considered it to be unnecessary. :

402.—No.

403.—No, as the Provincial Bank is not in need of any loan or advance
at present from the Reserve Bank.

Number of cases tried and disposed of since the introduction of
the Juvenile Smoking Act

Srjur  LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH asked :

404. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state—
(¢) The number of cases tried and disposed of in Assam since the
introduction of the Juvenile Smoking Act ?

(6) What action did Government take to enforce this Act ?

Tue HoN'BLE Srams-uL-UrLama  MAULANA ABU NASR MD.
WAHEED replied :

404. (a)—The hon. member is referred to the reply given to a
similar question asked by Srijut Mahi Chandra Bora at this session of
the Assembly.

(b)—The number of prosecutions under the Act, the figures of
which have been given in reply to the question of Srijut Mahi Chandra
Bora referred to in (a) above, shows the effect of the action taken. It is
hoped that the hon. member +vill himself co-operate in cnforcing the Act
by exercising the powers he possesses under sections 4 and 5 of seizing
and destroying the tobacco and cigarettes of young people whom he
finds smoking in a public place.

Reservations of Land for public passage
Spur LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH adked:

405. Will the Hon’ble Minister for Revenue he pleased to state
whether reservations of Jand for public passage as provided for under
Rule 46, Part 1I of the Assam Land Revenue Regulation (5th edition)
are maintained by the Deputy Commissioners for free and unfettered
use of the public ?

406, Referring to Government reply to question No.185 (e) and (f)
of July Session of the Council of 1927 (page 1043, Part V1), will Govern-
ment he pleased to state what action have Government since taken ?

|

il -—-——‘—‘—f—qan__a
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407, Isit a fact that almost all the right of way reservations of
Tea gardens of Dibrugarh are included in and enclosed by fencing and
In many cases they are planted up with tea ?

408. If so, does the Hon’ble Minister for Revenue propose to issue
orders to the Deputy Commissioner to keep the passages open for free
and unfettered use of the public ?

409. Is it a fact that reservations of road-side varying from 35 f*.
to 50 ft. are to be maintained in Local Board and Provincial Roads.
respectively under the Assam Land Revenue Regulation ?

410. Will Government be pleased to state whether such reservations:
have been maintained along the Assam Trunk Road, Sadiya Trunk Road,.
Rangagara Road and Hatiali Road of the Dibrugarh Subdivision ?

411. Will the Hon’ble Minister please state whether Nudwa, Nahortali,
Kanjikhowa, Panitola and Khobong Tea Estates have encroached upon the
Sadiya Trunk Road Reservation ?

412. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if the Balijan (Rah-
moria) Tea Estate has put up fencing on the Rangagara Road ?

413. Ifso, what steps has the Deputy Commissioner taken to remove:
the encroachings under section 18 of the Assam Land, Revenue Regulation ?

Tue Hon'sre Sripur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

405.—Government believe that reservations are maintained : these,
however, have not necessarily been opened as roads or even paths.

406.—The hon._ m.cmber is referred to the reply given to question 174
asked by Srijut Rajani Kanta Barooah in the last Budget Session of the
Assembly, published at page 720 of the Assam Gazeite, dated  the 6th
October 1937

407 & 408.—The hon. member is referred to the reply given to
question No. 176(e) ‘and (b) asked by Srijut Rajani Kanta Barooah in
the last Budget Session of the Assembly, published at page 721 of the
Assam Gazette, dated the 6th October 1937. No specific instances have
been cited into which Government can enquire.

409.—The hon. member is referred to rule 23 at page 68 of the Land
Revenue Manual, 1931.

410.—Yes, where land is available for such reservation. QOrdinarily,
there is no reservation where a road passes through fee simple grants.

411.—None of the gardens except Panitola have encroached upon any
road-side reservation. 'The latter garden has given up a valuable plot of
land which has heen included in Panitola Bazar, in exchange for an area
of 6 iiigéms %q!.—atka and 5 lessas of road-side reservation settled with it.

.—No.

/}3.——Docs not arise.

'/ /Declaration of Dighoi as Town land for the purpose of assessment

Sryur LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH asked :

414, Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if Government, by

. S S f
notification, declared Digboi as “Town’ within t}le meaning of the word
defined in the Assam Land Revenuc Regulations ?
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415. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if Tinsukia was
similarly declared as a “Towi’” and if assessment of land revenue has been
made on Town-land basis ? . .

416. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to stite the rate of land
revenue per bigha at Tinsukia town for diffzrent classes of land ? e

417. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the rate per bighs
of Digboi Town land for different classes of land ?

418. Ts it a fact that Digboi is as commercially important as Tinsukia is ?

419. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what area of Digboi
town is settled with the Assam Oil Company and what is the assessment of
land revenue per bigha of land there ?

420. (a) Isit a fact that Government issued notice to the Public under
the signature of a Settlement Officer that periodic leases would be issued
to the public of the Dighoi Town ?

(b) Ifso, did Government issue leases to the public ?
(¢) Ifnot, why not ?

42]. Isita fact that the public right-of-way from Dighoi Railway
Station to Post Office, Police Thana and then to Muliabari and Forest
Reserve boundary has been transferred to the Assam Oil Company ?

422. (a) Isit a fact that all the rights-of-ways within the Digboi Town
have been stopped ?

_ (&) 1f so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state why this
public rights have been denied and in whose interests ?

423.(a) Isit a fact that the Assam Oil Company, Limited, realise taxes
from buses, lorries, bullock carts, etc., of the public in going to and coming
from the neighbouring villages and the tea gardens in Buridihing Mouza ?

: (b) If so, do Government propose to stop this concession in the
interest of the general public ?

Tuae Hon’sLe Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

414.—The rules for the settlement of land revenue and the grant of
leases in respect of town lands were extended to an area in Digboi as speci-
fied in Government Notification No. 1940-R , dated the 4th June 1929.

415.—Yes, to the whole of Tinsukia Union by Government Notxﬁcancl)n
No. 567-R., dated the 10th March 1923. The asszsssment of land revenis
was also made on a town land basis.

Rs.
416.—Special Trade cite 300 per bigha.
First class ,, 5 150 >
Second ,, o 50 &
fhird 55 s 33 15 e
First class residential site 12 b
Second 3 " 2 5 ”»
Thll’d 33 23 » 2 3

The rate for agricultural land varies from annas [13/- to Re, 1/13/-in
classes from Faringali to Bari.
Rs.
417.—First class Trade site. 20 per bigha.
Second ,, % 2 0
First class residential site
Second ,,

22

33

Lo W v

bk 33 2
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Agricultural land—The rates varies from annas -/11/- to Re. 1-8-0 in six
classes as in Tinsukia.

418 —Government do not admit this.

419.—One hundred and thirty-six bighas of land are settled with the
Assam Oil Company. As to the rate of assessment the hon. member is
referred to reply given o question No. 417 above.

420. (a)—Government have no information.

(b) & (c).—Leases are issued not to the Public but to an individual
on his applying for it, provided he is not considered undesirable by the issuing
authority. The individual aggrieved has a right of appealing to higher
authorities in proper time.

421.—No.

422. (a)—No.

(6)—Does not arise.

423. (a)—The Assam Oil Company issue licenses and realise small
license fees in the case of the buses, lorries and carts which use the Com-
pany’s private roads but no such fees are levied in the case of p.ivate cars or
taxis,

(6)—It is up to the owners of the buses, lorries and carts to refuse
the tax and test its legality in a law court. Government have not the right
in their executive capacity to interfere in the private affairs of the Company
1n allowing rights of casement over their private property, t//

Re Co-operative shops in Assam
MauLaNa ABDUL HAMID KHAN asked :

424. Wil the Hon’ble Minister in charge be pleased to state—
(a) The number of Co-operative shops in the province of Assam ?

(6) The amount of Government grant received by each of these Co-
operative shops ?

Tue Hon'sLE MauLavi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN replied :

424. (a)—The hon. member presumably refers to Co-operative Storas
Societies and if so, the number is twelve. )
(b)—Nil,

Number of puca wells given by the Dhubri Local Board in
the South Salmara and Mankachar Thanas

Mauvrana ABDUL HAMID KHAN asked :

425. Will Government be pleased to state—

(@) The total number of pucca wells given by the Dhubri
: b
" r]_Il?lt)atrciL 1{1 the lSouth Salmara and the I\Eankacha: 'Ir‘i]al;‘lzga;
¢ to'al population and the number of v i ited
by different castes in the said areas ; o R
(¢) The number of wells in the Hindu

: vil d i
Muhammadan villages ? O
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Tue Hox'sre Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replicd :

425. (a)—The following statement sup lied by the Board st th
number of wells maintained by them in the %hanasy mentioged ;—-S-m e

g

-‘l - 3*! 31 2*! z' 1 [

Thana Thak | dia. dia. dia. dia. dia. dii.
pucca | R.C.C.| c. c. c. c¢. | c c.| tube Total

well pipe | pipe | pipe | pipc | well

well well well well

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
South Salmara 1 38 35 14 10 59 157
Mankachar ... 4 1€ 4 10 22 59
Total . 216

(6)—The population of South Salmara is 91,533 and of Manka-
char 36,820.° The number of villages in S_outh Salmara is 298 and in

Mankachar 83 but details of the castes inhabiting the villages are not

available.
(¢)—Details are not available but most of the wells are reported

to be in Muhammadan villages.

Re Co-operative Auditors

Srijur BELI RAM DAS asked:
ks of the subordinate offices of the

426. (a) Isit a fact that the cler
d to do audit work ?

Co-operative Department are require v T
(b) If so, why their cases were not considered at the time of

appointing temporary Inspectors Iy 1 - ;
: (¢) Do Government propose to consider their cases in future ?
427. In view of the proposed creation of the posts of District Auditors,
do Government propose to revive the posts of Dl\:’lst:‘:)ﬂ.al Auditors and to
do away with the present posts of the Provincial Auditor of Co-
operative Societies ?
Tue Hon’LE MauLavi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN replied :
426. (a)—No. ) =
() & (¢)—The questions do not_arise. .
427.—No. The question of creation of posts of Auditors is still under

the consideration of Government.

R¢ Harrison Momin’s stoppage of increment

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK asked:
428. Will Government be pleased to state = e
(a) Who is the final authority in the Education Department 111 this
Provinee ?



S e v——

B

2505

(6) Who is the authority—
(1) to appoint the Deputy Inspectors of Schools and Head-
masters of Schools ?
(if) to stop their increment and to degrade them ?'
ii) to grant them leave and to transfer them ?

429. Is Government aware that there is no other Gazetted Officer
among the Garos but Mr. Harrison Momin, the Deputy Inspector of
Schools, Garo Hills ?

430.(a) TIs Government awar~ that Mr. Harrison Momin’s increment
in his pay, has been stopped from 1st May 1936 ? !

(b) Was he informed of the reason for such action against him ?

431. Will Government be pleased to state why and on whose report—

(a) this punishment had been inflicted on Mr. Harrison Momin ?

(6) he has been reverted from class I to class III of the Assam
School Service ? >

(¢) he was asked to show cause?

432. Have Government received any representations praying for stay

order and enquiry in the matter and what replies are given to those
memorials, and when ?

THE HonBLE  Suams-ur-Urama Mavrava ABU NASR MD.
WAHEED replied : ;

428.(a)—Government.
(b) (1) —Government.
(11)—Government.
(1if)—The Director of Public Instruction.

429 —Yes.
430.(a)—VYes.
(b)—No.

431.(a) & (b)—Covernment must refuse to disclose reports dealing
with the merits of their officers.

(¢)—No. The officer was promoted on probation and in such . cases
no question of showing cause arises.

432.—Yes. The matter is under consideration.

Re¢ Co-operative Societies in Assam

Srijur JOGENDRA NATH BARUA asked :

433. Will Government please state the reason why there has been a
fall in the number of Co-operative Credit Societies in the Province ? ;

434.(a) In the whole population of the Province what is the proportion
of the agricultural population ?

b) Will Government be pleased to state the needs of what propor-
tion of the agricultural population the existing Co-opsrative Societies
serve ? 5

435. Will Government please state the causes which have checked the
progress and development of the Co-operative movement in the Province ?
Z436, Is it a fact that the working staff in the Co-operative Department
is inadequate for the propagation and development of the Co-operative
: ement throughout the Province ?
TBay 437.(a) Is it a fact that many of the working officers, viz., some of the

Co-operative Inspectors have litile know_lcdge on the subject of rural econo-
m?cs I;nd the plinciplcs of Co-operation ?
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(b) How many Samities or village Socicties are generally placed
under the charge of a Co-operative Inspector ? X

438. Do Government propose to increase the number of qualified
Insp ctors for the propagation and success of the Co-operative move-
ment ?

439, Do Government propose to increase the number of Honorary
-Co-operative organisers ?

440. Will Government please state the steps taken by the Dzpartment
to enlist the support of the non-officials in the GCo-operative movement in
the Province ? :

441. Will Government please state whethar there is any systemntic
attempt on the part ol the officials of the movement to seek and enlist non-
official support ?

442. Will Government please enquire and state :—

(a) The steps taken by the Punjab Government to tide over the
economic crisis, by way of granting rebate and other conces-
sions to the debtor societies ?

(b) Whether such concessions were granted to the debtor societies
in Assam as a matter of policy ?

443. Do Government propose to entertain a whole-time Sccrctary and a
clerk for every Central Banking Union, Limited, in Assam in order to make
the movement effective and a real one ?

441. Is it a fact that the supervisors entertained by the Central Banks
are mainly employed in helping the Inspectors of Co-operative Societies in
preparing the accounts for audit purpose ?

445. Is there any standard book on audit or audit manual for checking
the account of the Gy-operative Societies in Assam ?

446. Will Government consider the desirability of having such a book ?

447, If nct, do Government propose to encourage preparation of such a

book ?

Tue Hon’Bre Mavravi MD. ALT HAIDAR KHAN replicd :
433.—The question does not arise as there has been no fall in the num-
ber of Co-operative Societies in the Province ?
434.(a)—Forty-nine per cent. approximately.
(b)—About 148 per cent. of the agricultural population.
435-447.—The hon. member is referred to the replies given to similar
questions asked by him at the last session of the Assembly.

Rs Appointment of Hoaosrary organisers of Co-operative Banking

Srijur JOGENDRA NATH BARUA asked :
448. Will Government please state :—
(a) Who appoints the Honorary organisers within a certain area
(b) Whether the Co-operative Central Banking authorities cone
cerned are consulted in making the appointments ?
449. If not will Government consider the desirability of ad(; tine the
Rracti(_:c of appointing the Honorary organisers in an area after I;::ongsj;ulta.-
tion with the authorities of the central Co-operative Banks concerned ?

Tue HoN’BLE Mauravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN replied :

448. (a)—Government on the r : :
> o ecommendatio a
operative Sccieties. n of the Registrar, Co

(b)—No.

————
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449.—The question raised by the hon, member will be considered.

Re Publication of the results of Matriculation, L.A., LSc., B.A. and
B.Sc., of the Calcutta University in the Assam Gazeite

Srijur JOGENDRA NATH BARUA asked :

450. Do Government propose to publish the results of the Matriculation,
LA., LSc, B.A., and B.Sc., of the Calcutta University in the dssam Gazette ?

451. Did Government receive any representation on the subject, from
the Assam Chatra Sanmilani ?

THE HonBLE SHams-uL-Urama Mavrana ABU NASR MD.
WAHEED replied :

450 and 451.—The hon. member is referred to the replies given to
similar questions asked by him at the last session of the Assembly.

Re Catching of fish from the Painda and Jadukata Fisheries

3 5\4AULAV[ MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHOUDHURY
asked :

. 452. Will Government please state whether it is a fact that the lessees of
Rivers Painda and Jadukata do not allow cultivators to catch fish for home
consumption even on payment of an annual fee of annas four as prescribed

by law ?
453. If the answer to the above question is in the affirmative do Govern-

ment propose to take action against the lessses and inform the public by -
notification that they have got the right of catching fish required for home
consumption on payment of an annual fee of annas four only ?

Tue Hon’BLE Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

452.—No such complaint against the lessees of rivers Painda and Jadu-
kata fisheries has been reccived from the rayals.
453.—Does not arise.

Abolition of Liquor and Ganja shops in the Badshaganj bazar and
Selbaras

MavLavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHOUDHURY asked :

454. Will Government please state whether they are aware of the fact
that the country liquor shop and the ganja_shop in the Badshaganj bazar
and Selbaras, are spreading demoralizing eflect upon the villagers ?

455. If so, do Government propose to abolish the shops from the village

market ?
Tue HoN’BLE Rev. J. J. M., NICHOLS-ROY replied :

454.—No. Neither the proprictor of the Bazar nor the Chairman of the
Local Board had any objection to the location of the shop in its present site.

455.~—Does not arisc.



2508

Re Revenue dervived from Jaintia Péx‘ganas
Mavravi MD. ABDUS SALAM asked :

456. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge please state—

(a) What amount the Jaintia Parganas contribute as revenue to the

: Public exchequer of the Province annually ?

(b) What amount Government spent  annually for Communication,
Sanitation and Education in the Jaintia Parganas ?

457. (a) Will Government please give an account of what they have
done for Jaintia in respect of her Communication, Sanitation and Education
since the year 1835 ?

(b) Whether Government propose to consider the necessity of
making a thorough enquiry into the conditions of Jaintia’s Gommunication,
Sanitation and Education for the well being of her people in casc they are
hot aware of the facts ? y

Tre Hox’srLe Srgur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

456. (a)—Rs. 3,15,859 for the year ending 30th June 1937.

(6)—The amount spent by Government direct under these three
heads is approximately Rs. 55,800, Rs. 4,000 and Rs. 14,000 annually. How
much is spent by the Local Board from Government grants is not known,
nor is it possible to frame an estimate of the amount spent on general Ad-
ministration, Administration of Justice and so on.

457. (a)—Government regret that they are unable to compile accounts
extending over a century, nor would it be practicable as many of the records
have been destroyed.

(b)—No ; these are matters which primarily concern the Local

“Board to whom grievances should be represented.
Cart tax collector of the Dhubri Local Board

Mavravi JAHANUDDIN AHMED asked :

458. (a) Will Government be pleased to state whether it is a fact
that under the Dhubri Local Board, the cart tax collector in the Bilasipara
circle is reporting against (1) persons who have no carts, (2) persons who
had carts but at present have no carts, (3) persons who already paid their

cart tax ? 3
(6) Will Government be pleased to enquire from the Dhubri

Court and state as regards (z) (2) and (3) how many cases on such “reports

were instituted ? (1) After payment having been made how many persons

filed petition to the Dhubri Local Board praying that they have no carts at

present ? :
Tue Hon’sre Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied ;

458. (a)—Government have been informed by the Vice-Chairman: of
the Board that the answer to (1), (2) and (3) are all in the ncga‘tive. '
{(b)—It is reported by the Deputy Commissioner that no cases
appear to have been instituted against persons who had carts but have no
carts at present or against person; who had  already paid their cart tax,
As regards (1) tbc hon. member has not stated the period concerned but it
has been ascertained that thirteen persons filed such petitions - during the
year Ist November 1936 to 30th Octlober 1937,
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& Establishment of an information Bureau at the Cotton College,
Gauhati :

SrijuT MAHI CHANDRA BORA asked :

459. Has the “attention of Government been drawn to the editorial
ciommcnts in the last  Aswin issue of “Awahon” a monthly magazine publi-
153 Led from Qalcutta regarding the utility of establishing an information
wi:ﬁiﬁl;})ta;?ii Sg;;o; g}ar})l;iei,m(y}a:that{a_ for }p_r?vidmgd the Assam students

Sl g regarding higher education, competitive
¢xamination and employments, etc. ? /

460. Is Government aware that the University of Calcutta has not only
such a Bureau but also a separate Board for employment to provide and
secure employment for the students of Bengal ?

461. (a) Do Government proposec to set up such a Board in Assam ?

(#) If not, why not ?

THE Hon'BLE Smams-uL-Urama Mauvravna ABU NASR MD.
WAHEED replied :

459.—Yes.

460.—No. But Government will make an enquiry.

461. (a) & (b))—Government will consider the proposal after making
the enquiry. ]
Re Military Training

Srijur GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked :

462. Do Government recognise the desirability of imparting military
training to our educated youths ? :

463. Will Government be pleased to give the House a detailed account
of what Government have so far done for giving military training to the

educated youths of the province ? Y
464. Do Government propose to start a Military Training School and to

grant, in the meantime, a number of stipends in some military schools or

colleges for training some of the youths of the province ? .
465. Do Governmant propose to open a Branch of the Calcatta Univer-

sity Training Corps at the Cotton College, Gauhati ?
TaE Hon’BLE SHAMS-UL-ULaMA Mavurana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED

repiied :
_ 462.—Government have not yet considered the question in all its bear-
ings.

463.—So far nothing has been done.

464.—No,

465.—The Director of Public Instruction has already begun an enquiry
as rcga_l‘ds the Possibility of starting hranches of the University Training
Corps 1n each of the Government Colleges,

Re Military Training in Colleges of Assam
Kumar AJIT NARAYAN DEV asked :
466.(a) In view of the demand for Indianisation of the Army, do
pose to impart military training to the college students of

crnment pro : .
gﬁﬁ?ﬁ”m theplincs of the Calcutta University Corps ?



2510

2 (b) If the answer is in the affirmative, when Government propose (O
intrcduce the training in the Assam colleges ?

Tae Hox'sLE SmaMs-uL-Urama Muarana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied :

466.(a) & (b)—The hon. member is referred to the Teply given to a
similar question asked by Srijut Gauri Kanta Talukdar at this session of the

Assembly.
Re Physical Instructors of Assam

Kuan Banapur Mavravi MUFIZUR RAHMAN asked :

467. Will the Hon’ble Minister for Education be pleased to state the
number of posts of Physical Instructors originally sanctioned by Government?

468, Is it a fact that two posts of Physical Directors (one for each valley)
in class II of the Assam School Service were sanctioned at the samz time ?

469. If the answer to question 468 is in the affirmative, will Government
be pleased to state the reasons for not filling up the appointments ?

470. Ts it a fact that the circle of a Sub-Inspector of Schools is much
smaller than that of a Physical Instructor who is to tour in more thaa one
subdivision ?

471. Do Government contemplate to provide the Physical Instructors
with peons like Sub-Inspectors of Schools ? :

]:I‘c}lrn Hon’BLE SuaMms-ur-Uramva Mauvrana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied : -

467.—Originally eight but as three of the men selected did not join their
appointments it was decided to employ 5 only.

- 468.—No.

469.—Does not arise.

470.—Yes—as regards area.

471 —The hon. member is referred to the reply given to a similar
question asked by Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury at this session of the
Assembly.

Re Hostel accommodation for female students of Cotton College,
: Gauhati

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED asked :
472.(a) Isit a fact that there is no Government Hostel for women stu-
dents of the Cotton College at Gauhati ? X
: (b) If so, will the Hon’bl> Minister of Education be pleased to state—
(i) The total number of women students in the Cotton College,
Gauhati ?
(4i) The number of such students as come from places other than
Gaubhati ?
(i) Whether the number of women students in the Cotton College
Gauhati, has been increasing from year to year ? 2
(iz) Whether many ol such stu-:lcnts\‘noi belonging to Gauhati are
prevented from joining tie College for want of a suitable
boarding house ?
v) Whether G : ;
(o) Whethr Goreenmenthave secived representaion rom e
: e public for providin it: hostel
d for women students at Gauhati ? i g amlase
(v1) Wh.athstep? does the Hon’Plc Minister propose to take to pro=
vide a women hostel at Gauhati at an early date ?
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- Tue How'sik SHams-UL-Urama Maurana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
rcplicd .
472. (a)—Yes.
(b) (i)—64.
= (#2)—The number of Lady students not belonging to Gauhati is 56.
. Of the t(_)tal number of Lady students 33 reside in hostels and the rest live
with their parents or guardians,
(ii1)—Yes.
(1)—Government h

‘ ave no information as none of the guardians oy
Lady students applied for seats in hostels.
(2)—Yes

»  Tepresentation was received from the public but not
from the students,

(vi)—There are two hostels for Lady students of the Cotton College,
Gauhati, one run by the American Ba

ptist Mission, which has recently
erected a fine building to acrommodate 31 Lady hoarders and the other
under the man

agement of Mrs. Rajabala Das, Secretary, All- India Women
Conference. In the circumst

ances no Government Hostel for Lady students
is immediately called for.

\'ﬁﬁng of a Court at Nalbari
Srjur GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked :

473. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Administration of Justice
be pleased to state— :

(@) Whether the first class Magistrate, who, as was given to under-
stand, was to hold his court at Nalbari all the six days in the
week, is doing so ?

(b) If not, why not ? 4

474. Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Administration of Justice
aware that the litigant public from the Nalbari and the Barama side have
to incur lot of expenditure and loss of time in coming to Gauhati to
prosecute petty money suits ?

475. 1f so, do Government propose to post a Munsiff at Nalbari after
taking sanction from the Hon’ble High Court, if necessary ? And also

consider the desirability of posting an Extra Assistant Commissioner at
Nalbari and entrusting him  with the duties of a Sub-Registrar and a
Munsiff ?

Tre Hon’sLe Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

473. (a)—Yes, Nalbari is now his he
(b)—Does not arise,
474, —Yes.
475.—Government have no such proposal before them at present, but
there is a proposal

: to empower the Exira Assistant Commissioner who is
holding Court at Nalbari to register documents.

adquarters,

Recruitment to the Assam Rifles

SRIJUT GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked ;

476. Will the Hon’ble Minister in ch

: ke : arge of Police be pleased to refer
to the Assam Police Administration Repo

rt for 1936 at page 3, wherein it
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bas been stated that “considerable difficulty was experienced in securing
good Assamese recruits for the Assam Rifles” ?
477. Will Government be pleased to state—
(@) What method was tried for securing recruits ?
(4) Whether Government advertised in any local vernacular News-
papers in vernacular language ?
(¢) If not, do Government propose to advertise in the Provincial
vernacular Newspapers in vernacular language in such
cases in future ? - '

4 Tue Hox’BLE Mavravi Sarvip SiR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

476.—Yes.
4717. (a)—Recruiting parties were sent out to certain districts in the
Assam Valley for the purpose.
(6)—No.
(¢)—TIt is not considered that such a course would materially
improve matters.

7
/ Grant of a holiday on the death anniversary of lHarideb Gura

Srijur GAURTI KANTA TALUKDAR asked :

478. Will the Hon’ble Chief Minister be pleased to refer to my
questions Nos. 531, 532, 533 and 534, asked in the last Budget Session of the
Assembly and the replies given by him and to state the reasons which let
E}hc Government not to grant a holiday on the death anniversary of Harideb

uru ?

Tue Hon’BLE Mauravi Sarvip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

478.—The matter is still under consideration.

Number of civil suits instituted in the Tezpur Subiivision

Sryur OMEO KUMAR DAS asked ; :

479. Will Government be pleass] to state the total number of civil
suits instituted in the subdivision of Tezpur in the yecar 1936 and also
from the 1Ist January to 30th November 1937 ?
" 480. Isit a fact that the institution of civil suits in the year 1937 has
abnormally decreased ?

481. If so, will Government be pleased to ascertain the reason for
this decrease ?

482. Is it a fact that the present Munsiff of Tezpur gives heavy adjourn-

ment cost ?

Tue Hon’sre Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :
479.—Seven hundred and eighty-seven in 1936 and 445 from st Janua-
ry to 30th November 1937,

480.—Ycs.

481 —The decrease is probably due to the revision of the scale of court-
fees or Assam with effect from 1st January 1937 and to some extent to the
introduction of the Assam Money Lenders Act which has led to a tightening
of the money market,

482.—I¢ is not understood what is meant by the word heavy. The
amounts fixed have not exceeded the maximum limit of rupees ten laid
down in the rules, ; '

i
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: Names of Munsiffs in the Assam Valley
Srijur OMEO KUMAR DAS asked ;

483.—Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) The names of Munsiffs in the Assam Valley ?
(b)) How many of them are not Law graduates ?

Tue How’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR GHAUDHURI replied :
483. (a)—A statement is laid on the table.

NAMES OF THE EXTRA ASSISTANT COMMISSIONERS EXERCI-
SING MUNSIFF'S POWERS IN THE ASSAM VALLEY DIVISION

Babu Amrit Lall Mukharji, B.a.

Mr. Jnanendra Kumar Datta, B. A, {
Srijut Lakheswar Sarma, B. L,

Babu Atul Chandra Nandi, b. sc.

Maulavi Tkram Rusul, B. sc., B. L.

Maulavi Muhammad Sultan, m. A,

Maulavi Md. Muhibulla, . a.

Srijut Khanindra Chandra Barua, B. A,

Maulavi Md. Taher, s.sc., 5. i.

Maulavi Abbas-uddin Ahmed, M. A. b. 1, :
Babu Bhupendra Madhab Dam, B. T

B-bu Pabitra Nath Das, M. A, B, L.

Srijut Harendra Nath Deka, 8. a,

Mr. Altaf Ahmed, B. L.

Srijut Sarat Chandra Kagti, =. sec.

(b)—Eight of them are not Law graduates.

Enforcement of Compulsory labour in the Forest villages
Srijur BELIRAM DAS asked :

484. Will Government be pleased to state the areas of Forest villages
in Assam where compulsory labour is enforced in lieu of taking forest pro-
duces such as thatch, bamboos, ekra and posts for their domestic purposes ?

485. Will Government be pleased to state the exact number of persons .
in those areas who were employed for taking forest produce for their domes-
tic purposes in the years 1934, 1935 and 1936 ?

Tue How'BLE SHams-ur-Upama Maurana ABU NASR MD.
WAHEED replied :

484.—There is no forest village in Assam where such compulsory labour
is enforced. ’

485.—The question is not understood. If it refers to non-resident forest
villagers who voluntarily render free labour to the department in return for,

certamt privileges allowed to them in Reserved Forests the figures are as
follows— '

1931 5,733
1935 8,046
193 7 9,713

If it refers to resident Forest villagers the figures are as follows—

108400 R 9,625
108596 " s i 9,753

1936-87  «us st 11,080
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Expenditure incurred in maintaining Shillong prope#
Srijur  BELIRAM DAS asked :

486. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) the expenditure incurred in maintaining Shillong pr 5
proper ?
(b) The grants Government make towards the Shillong NFunicipaI-
ity and the Cantonment Municipality ? :

Tue Hox’BLE Mauravt Sarvip S;ik MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied : <

486. (a)—The information is not available and to work it out would

involve much time and expenditure.
(6)—Shillong Municipality—Rs 15,901 during 1937-38.
Cantonment Municipality—No grant is given by Government.

Condition of the drain of the Sylhet Jail

k(IivIAULAv: MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY
asked :

487. Will Government please state whether they ars aware of the fact
that the drain of Sylhet Jail passes through a Mahalla inhabitzd by respect-
able gentlemen ? , P

488. Do Government know that ‘he suffscating bad sm:ll of the said
drain is a nuisance ?

489. Do Government propose to eng:lire into the matter and direct the

Jail authority to divert the drain ?
Tae Hov’sre Sryur ROOINI KUMAR CHAUDIHURI replied :

487 & 488.—Yes, in the s=nsz that the drainage of the Sylhet jail
passes through the Mahalla after joining the municipal drain outside the
jail boundary. The jail portion is kept clean.

489.—No useful purpose would be served by diverting the jail drain,
the contents of which must eventually pass through some Mahalla,

Proposal for the rebuilding of Gauhati Jail
Mr. KEDARMAL BRAHMIN asked :

490, Are Government aware that there is scarcity of ho s
° £ . m:stead an-
in the Gauhati town ? lands
© 491. Are Government aware that the jail occunies a v :
. ccu vast tr )
in the heart of the town ? st tract of .lant{
492. If the answers to the above questions are in the affirmative, do
< £ 3 H

Government propose to take such steps as t
. O remov i ]
place outside the town ? P e the jail to some other

Tue HoN’BLE Srijur ROHIN] KUMAR CHAUDIMURI replied :

490.—Yes.
491.—Yes.
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492.—A proposal to rebuild this jail at a new site and on a larger scale
was considered some years ago, but financial stringency stood in the way.
The proposal is still, prima facie, beyond the means of the province. Gov-
ernment will, however, examine the question further to see if the sale
proceeds of the site now occupied by the jail will cover the expenses of
acquiring a new site and of building a jail on it.

Newspaper article 7¢ complaint against oppression of
Mauzadars

Sryjur MAHI CHANDRA BORA asked :

493. Has the attention of Government been drawn to the article named
“enmogge e ead w5 a0 “(complaint against oporession of Mauza-
dars)” published in the weekly “Assamia” of 11th May last ?

494, Ts it a fact that Ju Chandra Mahanta remitted the revenue to
the Deputy Commissioner long before and the fact of remittance was
admitted by Mauzadar before the enquiring Magistrate ?

495. Is it a fact that attachment was issued just on the following day of
the #ist date and the attached properties were sold on the very day of
attachment without giving any opportunity to the alleged defaulter to move
the authorities for release of the properties though the Mauzadar was cogni-
sant of the remittance to the Deputy Commissioner ?

496. Will Government be pleased to furnish a list of the properties
with the value put in by Ju Chandra ?

497. Isita fact that the propertics are perishable in nature and that
it included a plate of copper used in religious worship and an ornament ?

498, Ts it a fact that t e properties were divided into 6 divisions 'r_md as
many as six attachments were issued against the same man, intentionally,
with a view to bring the value of each division below Rs.20 to enable the
Mauze;dar to sell the properties then and there by obviating the legal diffi-
culty ?

y-‘1.99. Did the adoption of this procedure make the alleged defaulter liable
to pay another six rupees as miran ?

£00. Was this procedure adopted in conformity with law or rules there-
under ?

501. Is it a fact that the Mauzadar adopted a different procedure at the
_ sale whereby entire properties attached had to be sold ?

502. Isit a fact that if the properties in the big list had been sold first,
there would have been no necessity for selling all the properties ?

503. Is it a fact that the Senior Extra Assistant Commissioner who was
deputed to make an enquiry had held that the Mauzadar’s action was un-
justifiable and reprehensible and the acting Deputy Commissioner had to
pass an order there on reprimanding the Mauzadar ?

504. Is it a fact that the Mauzadar’s action was held to be an outcome
of pure malice by the present Deputy Commissioner ?

505. Is it a fact that the present Deputy Commissioner has held that
the Mauzadar misused Government powers to further his grudge ?

506. Isit a fact that the Mauzadar has been asked by the Deputy
Commissioner cither to return the propertics or to pay compensation i

507. Has this order been complied with? If not, why not ?

£08. Is it a fact that all the belongings found in the house (zlf Ju
Chandra Mahanta were attached and sold and that he has been reduc

i ?
to extreme povcrty in consequence :
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a had to undergo various troubles,
orities for relief ?
the

509, Is it a fact that Ju Chandr
cost and vexation besides humiliation in moving the auth .
510 (a) Do Government consider that in view of the above things,

order of compensation is adequate ?
(b) Was any consideration given

loss of properties ?
(¢) Was any order passed for refund of the extra Miran ?
511. Is it a fact that the Mauzadar is an Honorary Magistrate with 3rd

class powers ?
512. Do Government contemplate any proceedings against the Mauza-

to the harassments besides actual

dar ?
513. Will Government be pleased to furnish on the table the report of
and the orders of the acting Deputy Commissioner

the enquiring Magistrate,
ith the petitions of Ju

and the permanent Deputy Commissioner together w
Chaandra Mahanta ?

Tue How’sie Srgur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replicd :

493.—Not before receipt-of this question in the last Assembly.

494.—On .28‘[}’1 January, 1937, ju Chandra Mahanta remitted <o the
Deputy Commissioner by money order Rs.17-5-0 only out of arrcars of
Rs.29-6-0 which he was due to pay to the Mauzadar. He said on attach-
ment that he had paid but did not show the money order receipt.

495.—The last kist dates of villages Telahi and Bangaldhora is 15th
February. The attachment orders were issued on 16th February and the
properties attached on 17th February were sold on the same day, the value
being less than Rs 20 in each case.

496.—A list is laid on the library table. *

497.—The list can be seen. Nothing further is known.

498.—Six attachment orders were issued against the defaulter because
five of the pattas were ijmali with others who were diffenent in each case and

one in his own name.

499.—Yes.
500. —Issue of separate attachments is the settled practice in districts for

ijmali pattas. The Commissioner’s Revenue Court could not discover that
any rule had been broken.

501.—No.

502.—The Commissioner is enquiring into this point.

503.—Yes.
504 & 505.—The Deputy Commissioner held that the actionsof the

Mauzadar were improper and intended to harm as regards issuc of a
number of attachment orders instead of one. The opinion of the Deputy
Commissioner was based on a misconception of the procedure—uvide reply

to question No.500 above.

506.—Yes.
507.—The Mauzadar was unable to recover the properties but has

deposited the compensation.
508.—Government have no  information about his pecuniary

condition. 0 e
509.—He suffered the normal amount of troub'e j zll of
which would have been avoided, if he had paid his Eeié?lj: e o
appointed by Government to collect revenue, instead of to another officer.
510. (a) &(-?}—The question whether any compensation is  to be paid is
now under enquiry by the Commissioner.
(¢)—No refund of Miran is allowable.
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511.—Yes. X :
512.—Not until Commissioner’s final report is received.

513.—Government have not got the papers as the matter is . still. under
consideration of the Commissioner, vide reply to question No.510.

Re appointments. in the Police Department

Sriyur JADAV PRASAD CHALIHA asked :

514. Is Government aware that Srijut Bharat Chandra Gogoi, a B.Sc.,,
who had also undergone regular military training under the Benares Hindu
University, applied for a job in the Police Department ? s

515. Is it a fact that he got the district nomination, but was eliminated
in the final selection, on the ground that his elder brother and he himself
were Non-co-operators ? .

516. Is Government aware that during the Non-co-operation move-
ment he was a mere lad of 8 years ?

517. Will Government be pleased to state how the conductof an elder
b-other, who ceased connection with the family long before' the Non-co-
operation movement, could effect his other brother ?

518. Will Government be pleased to state :—

(a) Whether this policy has been consistently carried ?
(6) If not, the reason for application of the same in this particular
case only ?

519. Ts it a fact that in an enquiry, vide letter No.180-C., dated the 19th
May 1935, from the Superintendent of Police, Sibsagar, the charge of his
having been a Non-co-operator was found to be baseless ? X

520. Is Government aware that such false notes and reports from
officers have ruined the prospects of many innocent young men ?

521. Will Government be pleased to state :—

(a) If any actions were taken against the particular officer whose
report was found to be false ? -
(6) If not, do Government- propose to consider such 'deterrent

punishment, as would put a stop  to the recurrence of such
false reports ?

522. Isita fact that Srijut Bharat Chandra
the Superintendent of Police, Sibs
his application, but when submitte

523. Do Government propose

-

Gogoi was directed by
agar, vide lettér quoted above to re-submit
d nomination was not granted to him ?
to reconsider his cale ?

ij HoN’BLE Mauravi Saryip S MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

514.—Yes, he was a candidate for a Sub-Inspectorship in 1934. Go-
vernment have no information about his military training.

515.—Yes, he was originally recommended by the Superintendent of

Police of the district, who shortly after wrote that his name should be ex-

punged from the list of nominees for deliberate.suppression of material -
facts in the verification roll.

516.—Yes, it was reported that he was 9 years of age in 1921-22.

517.-—Assuming.that the premises are correct, Government would not
penalise such a candidate,

518. (a)—No.

(b)—The case was disposed of by the Inspéctor-General of Police
without reference to Government.
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519.—The candidate’s father, who isa retirel Inspector of Police
memorialised His Excellency and then an enquiry was made, which resulted
in the letter mentioned in the question.

520.—No, the report was not false. As explained above, the candidate
was eliminated because he suppressed facts.

521. (a) and (b)—In view of the above answers, no question of punish-
ment arises.

522.—Yes, but nomination in any year depends upon the calibre of
the candidate possessing all the requisite qualifications.

523.—He may take his chance again along with other candidates if not
age barred, but no definite hope of appointment can be held out.

Re auction sale of cattle pounds
Srijur KRISHNA NATH SARMAH asked :

524.(a) Has the attention of Government been drawn to the disastrous
effect of selling the cattle pounds in auction ?

(b) It.so, do Government propose to appoint pound-keepers on pay
system as before ?

Tue Hon’sre REV- J- J- M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

524.(a)—No. y .
(b)—The question does not arise.

Es:ablishmenf of night schools for adults in the provimce
Srijur KAMESWAR DAS asked :

525.(a) Are Government aware that there are no night schools for
adults in the Assam Valley districts ?.

(6) Do Government propose to see to the utility of such night schools
to fight out the evil of illiteracy ?

(¢) Do Government propose to encourage the establishment of such
schools in the Valley and make financial luinp grants to the deserving ones ?

Tue Hon’sLr SHAMS-UL-ULAMA MauLana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied :

525.(a)—No : there are 37 such schools.
(b)—Yes. '
(¢)—Yes if funds permit.

Names of Police Stations in the Barpzta Subdivision

Srijur KAMESWAR DAS asked :

526. Will the Hon’ble Minister for Police please state—
o W_(;li)1 t'}"he names of the police stations in the Barpeta subdivision to-
gether Eb) rl}f]:iiﬂ and pogulation in the jurisliction of each of them ?
: f aximum distance of eme these
i sta tons e of the extreme areas from each of
bl = " . .
521. Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that communication in the subdi-

vision is rot yet sufficiently improved to facilitate timely report of criminal
occurrences from long distances ?

&
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528. Is he aware that owing to difficulties of communication and con-
sequent ineffective enquiry, persons affected are generally loath to report
crimes and thus many cases remain unreported ?

529. Is it a fact (@) that in spite of bad communication, reported cri-
minal cases are on the increase in the subdivision owing to the increase of
population ?

(b) The necessity of at least two more police stations, one at Sarupeta
and one somewhere in the Baghbar mauza is keenly felt by the public ?

530. Do Government propose to enquire and establish new police sta-
tions in the subdivision wherever necessary, even by reducing the present
strength in some of the existing stations ?

Tue Hon'sLe Mauravi Saivip S;ie MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

526.(a)—The information is given below :—

Name of Police Station Area in square miles Population
Patacharkuchi i T 233 69,227
Barpeta 3 “er 342 109,000
Tarabari 263 50,207
Sorbhog 422 86,745

(6)—About 27—30 miles.
527.—Yes.
528.—Government have no definite information, but are prepared to

take it from the hon. member that this is so.
529.(a)—No.

(b)—Government are not aware of any popular demand fof such
additional police stations.
530.—Does not arise.

Number of matriculates in the rank of literate constables in the
Police service

Srijur KAMESWAR DAS asked :

531. Is it a fact that there are good many matriculates in the rank of
literate constables in the Police service of the Province ?

532. Is it a fact that these matriculate constables have to wear the same
dress, perform the same duty, and have the same pay as the illiterate
constables ?

533. Are Government aware that these literate constables are generally
averse to having the same red ‘“Pugree” to wear as the illiterate constables
and that the requirement to wear red “Pugree’” prevents matriculates of
good's;;:la]l)st%us from entering Police Service as constables ?

9a%. -0 Lovernment propose to sanction a distinct headdress for' the
Matriculate constables or literate constables in order to ni:_lkc more attrac-

tive the Furolmeut of matriculates as constables and thus make the service
more cfficient ?

Tue HoN'BLE MauLavi Sarvip Sir
replied :

531.—There are a certain number of matriculates in the rank of consta-
bles, Unarmed Branch. There is no such rank a4 literate constable.

MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
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532.—Yes, but a literacy allowance of Rs.3 per month is also granted tu
constables who can pass a qualifying examination for promotion to the rank
of Assistant Sub-Inspector.

533.—No.

534.—No such proposal is before Government.

Staff of the Inspector General of Police’s Office of Superior Rank
Mavravi ABDUR RAHMAN asked :

535(a). Is it a fact ti:at besides the Inspector General of Police there are
other officers of superior rank in his office ?
(b) If so, will Government be pleased to state the designations-of the
various officers with their pay and allowances, if any ?

Tue HoNBLe Mauravi Saryip S;zr MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

'535(a).—Besides the Inspector General of Police there is in his office
only one officer of superior rank — namely the Assistant to the Inspector
General of Police.

(6)—The hon. member is referred to the Civil List which contains the
particulars asked for.

Strength of the Criminal Investigation Department Officers at
present in the province

Mavravi ABDUR RAHMAN asked :

526. Will Government please state the strength of the Criminal In-
vestigation Department officers ai present in the province ?
537. (a) Is it a fact that there is one Deputy Inspector General for them
and two Deputy Superintendents of Police ?
(b) What are their respective allowances and pay ? ;
538.(a) Is it a fact that two Deputy Superintendents of Police were
found medically unfit for deputation to England for the corouation ?
(b) If so, who are they ?
539.(a) Isit a fact that during the Civil Disobedience movement two
short hand reporters were appointed ?
540. Will Government please state—
(a) their present functions ?
(b) Have they sufficient work now ?
541, Is it a fact that the two Deputy Superintendents of Police attached
to the Criminal Investigation Department are given Criminal Investigation
Department allowances of Rs.100 each ?

1'1;1% How’ere Mauravi Saryio Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
rep 1ed :

536.—Including the Finger Print Bureau the strength of the Criminal

Investigation Department in Assam is as follows i—
7 Inspectors.

15 Sub-Inspectors,
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16 Assistant Sub-Inspectors and Head Constables.
19 Constables. i
537. (a)—Yes, but the administration of the Criminal Investigation De-
partment is only a part of the Deputy Inspector General’s duties.

(b)—The hon. member is referred to the Quarterly Civil List
which contains the information.

538.(a)—Yes.

(6)—Rai Sahib P. N. De and Rai Sahib J. C. Bose.
539.—VYes.

540. (a)—In addition to their primary duty of reporting vernacular
speeches delivered in public meetings, they report the procecdings of the
Assam Legislative Assembly and Council and are occasionally employed in
the Finger Print Bureau.

(6)—Yes.
541.—Yes.

Conversion of Moslem holidays into general holidays both for
"Hindu and Moslem students

Mauravi DEwan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY asked :

542.(1) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge be pleased to state:—

(a) Whether on Friday when the Moslem students of the Surma
Valley Technical School g0 to say their Juma prayers at 1-30
p-m. the Hindu students remain engaged in both practical and
theoretical classes ?

(6) Whether in the month of Ramzan, Moslem students are allowed
to come home at 3-30 p.m. while the Hindu students hold
their classes up w 5 p.m. ?

(¢) Whether in some Moslem holidays Moslem students are allowed

to remain at home or granted half holidays, while the Hindu
students hold their classes ?

(d) Whether in the case of Hindu holidays: both the Hindus and
Moslems are allowed leave ?

(#1) If the answers to the above questions are in the affirmative,
does the Hon’ble Minister in charge propose to convert the Moslem holid

ays
into general holidays both for Hindu and Moslem students ?

THE Hon’BLE MAuLAVI MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN replied :

542.(i) (a)—There is a general recess daily from 130 to 2 p.m., but some

of the Moslem students and staff absent themselves for more than half an
hour on Fridays,

(b)—Yes.

()—Yes, in the case of sectional holidays only.
(d)——ch, as

there are no sectional holidays for Hindus.
raised will b2 considered by the Government.

Establishment of a Police guard in the villa
harmapassa Thana
asked :
543. Will Government please state whether
guard is placed in the village of Selbaras under t
the subdivision of Sunamganj ?

(1t)—The point

ge of Selbaras under the.

itisa fact that a Police
he Dharmapassa‘ Thana in
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544. If the answer to question No.543 is in the affirmative, will Govern-

ment please state—
(a) The distance of Selbaras from the Thana and the strength of the

guard there ?
(b) What are the duties of the guard ?
(¢) Whose house is rented for locating the guard ?
(d) The number of Criminal Tribes Dagis in Selbaras ?
(¢) What is the requisite number of Dagis for which a guard can be
: maintained ?
(f) What is the opinion of the officer in charge Dharmapassa about
this guard ?
(g) Whether Government tricd to manage the work of this guard
by the Thana constables ?
(h) Ifso, what was the result ?
(1) The cost of this guard per month ? ;
545 Do Government know that this guard is a source of tyranny for the
innocent people of the locality ?
546. Is it a fact that this guard is placed at the request of a local gentle-
man ?
547. If so, will Government please give out the name of that gentle-
man with the true copy  f his letter of prayer ?

Tue Hon’sLe Mauravi Samvip Sik - MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

543.—Yes. . ;
544. (2)—About 3 miles ; the strength of the guard is one Assistant Sub-

Inspector and six constables. ‘ :
()—To watch the criminal tribes dagis and other bad charac-

ter.
(¢)—Houses belonging to Khan Bahadur Abdul Mannan Chau-
dhury have been rented.
(d)—Thirty-one.
(¢) —There is no fixed standard. :
(f )—Government have no information.
(g)—Yes.
(h)—It proved ineffective.
(i)—Rupees 168 per month.
545.—No.
546.—No.
547.—Does not arise.

Muslim students of the Surma Valley Technical School, Sylhet

Mavravi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHOUDHURY
asked : 3

548. Will Government plecase state whether it is a fact that the Muslim
students of the Surma Valley Technical School, Sylhet, are to attend  their
classes from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. while the non-Muslim students attend classes
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. ?

549. If the answer to question No.548 is in the affirmative, are Govern-
ment aware that the Muslim students are put to loss so far as study or Prac-
tical training is concerned ?

550. Do GOVC{ nment propose to dismiss the classes at 3 p.m. and not tc
allow the non-Muslim students obtaining additional training after 3 p. m.?

W o
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Tue Hon’sLe Mauravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN replied :

548.—The hon. member is presumably referring to the month of Ram-
zan. Ifso, his attention is drawn to the reply to a similar question asked by
Maulavi Md. Ahbab Chaudhury at this Session of the Assembly.

549.—It may be so,

550.—The hon. member is referred to the reply to question No.542(ji)
by Maulavi Md, Ahbab Chaudhury at this Session of the Assembly.

Post of Horticultural Assistant

Mauravi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHOUDHURY
asked :

551. Is Government aware that the Fruit Inspector, Assam,‘ who has
been recently brought from the Central Provinces, is neither a native nor a
domicile of this Province ?

552. Is it a fact that the said Inspector has got a serious ailment for
which he has been posted at Shillong ?

553. Will Government please state whether he has got any extra-ordi-

nary qualification in fruit growing for which he has been preferred to other
qualified Agricultural graduates of this Province ?

554. Will the Hon’ble Minister of Agriculture please lay on the table
a list of those candidates with their qualifications who applied for the post ?

THE HoN’BLE MAuLAvI MD., ALI HAIDAR KHAN replied :

551.—He is a domicile of the Province.

552.—Government are not aware.

553.—He was in charge of the Horticultural Garden attached to the
Botanical Section under the Second Economic Botanist, Central Provinces.

554.—Applications were invited for the post of Horticultural Assistant
and not for the post of Fruit Inspector. The permanent Fruit Inspector
was appointed Horticultural Assistant temporarily for preliminary work.
As the post of Horticultural Assistant has not been filled up Government

regret that the names of the applicants and their qualifications cannot be
disclosed.

Re agricultural and Industrial Policy

Basu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA asked:

555. Wil_l Government
any economic planning

policy ?
§56. If not, do Government propose to make any such planning ?

be pleased to state whether they have adopted
with regard to their Agricultural and Industrial

Tue HON'BLE Mauravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN replied :

555. & 556.—It is not understood w
« economic planning ”.  1f any plan is sug
to consider it.

hat the hon. member means by
gested Government are preparcd
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Spreading of blindness amongst the School boys and College
studenés of Assam

Mauvravi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY asked ¢

557. Are Government aware that blindness is spreading amongst the
“school boys and college students of Assam ? _
558. Do Government propose to set up a Committee for investigating
into the blindness of the school boys and college students and for suggesting .
proper means for preventing such blindness 7
559. Will Government pleasc state whether (a) any such investigation
has been made in recent years for inquiring into the condition of the Assam
.students by the Students’ Welfare Committee under the auspices of the
Calcutta University ?
(&) If so, what are its findings ?

Tre HoN’BLE SHAM3-UL-Urava Mauvraxa ABU NASR. MD. WAHEED
replied : '

557.—No.

558.—No.

559. (a)—Government have no informatior.
(b)—Does not aris-.

Amount realised for supplying of irrigation pumps in the Surma
Valley

Mavuravi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY asked «

560. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge please state the amount
realised from each of the subdivisions of the Surma Valley for supplying
ix;;‘igation pumps under the Rural Development scheme in the year 1936-
37 ?

- 561. Are Governmient aware that there has been an increasing demand

for such irrigation pumps in the Subdivision of Sunamganj, District Sylhet ?
562. If the answer to question 561 is in the affirmative will Govern-

ment please state what steps are being taken for meeting the demand ?

Tuae Howpre MauvLavi MD., ALT HAIDAR KHAN replied :

560.—Information as to the amount realised from each Subdivision is
not readily available but the total realisation for the whole Valley amount-
ed to Rs.6,925-10-6 during 1936-37.
561.—Yes, all subdivisions including Sunamganj.
562.—The Department of Agriculture placed 4 pumps in Sunamganj
. during 1936-37 as against I pump during 1935-36.

Outbreak of cow epidemic in Dhubri Subdivision
MauLana ABDUL HAMID KHAN asked :

563. Will Government be pleased to state :
The measures adopted by Government to fight the evils of cow

epidemic that appeared this year i
' a ycar in the south bank of the
Dhubri subdivision ? . e
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Tie HonoLe Mavravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN replied ¥

563.—Treatment of the sick and protection of the healthy cattle by
vaccination in the affected areas—the staff veterinary Assistant Surgeon,
Gauhati, and a Reserve Veterinary Assistant Surgeon were deputed to
attend the outbreaks in addition to the local staff. The Veterinary Inspect-
or alse attended and supervised the cpidemic work,

Creation of the posts of Sub-Inspectors of Co-operative Societies for
the Bijni Raj and the Mechpara Wards® Estates

Mavrana ABDUL HAMID KHAN asked :

$64. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge be pleased to state :

(a) The objects for which the authority of the Wards’ Estates ' has
created the posts of Sub-Inspectors of Ce-operative societies
for the Bijni Raj and the Mechpara Wards’ Estates ?

(#) The arrangements that have been made by the authority of
the said Wards® Estates to supervise the works of the two
Sub-Inspéctors and to instruct them 2

{c) The amount of work that has been dene up till now under the
arrangements ?

{d) Whether the authority of the two Ward’s Estates has made
any provision for the permanency of these two posts 2 5

Tur How’sLe Sryut ROHINI KUMAR GHAUDHURI replied :

564. (a)—The posts of Sub-Inspector of Co-operative Societies for the
Bijni Raj and Mechpara Wards® Estates were created to improve the tone
and management of the existing Co-operative socicties and alse for the
organisation of new ones among the agriculturist tenants of the estates.

Such socicties, if properly supervised and managed would onfes et
benefit to needy cultivators.

(6)—The two Sub-Ins
ate control of the Inspector of ¢
further orders.

(¢)—The two Sub-Inspectors were dis

pectors have been placed under the immedi-
o-operative Societies, Goalpara Circle, until

charged from their prelimi-

Ist have again been placed for
a further course of training under the Education Co-operative Inspector

Witcl; Ccht from the 1st November 1937, During the 7 months from April
to October—

(6) the Sub-Inspector for the Bijni Raj Wards’ Estate inspected
24 societies, audited the accounts of 27 societies, convened 3 meetings for
propaganda work and organized 2 societies,

(¢7) the Sub-Inspector for the Mechpara Wards' Estate R
5 societies, audited the accounts of 1 society, convened 11 meetings for
propaganda work and organized 5 societies. ;

d)—No. The question of making the two
depend on the outturn of work  they do Justifyigg th
regular cadre of estate service,

POsts permanent will
eir absorption into the
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Number of Jute Inspectors in the Department of Agriculture
Mavravi JAHANUDDIN AHMED asked :

565 Will Government be pleased to state :

(a) The number of Jute Inspector8 taken in the Department of
Agriculture, with their respective names and home districts ?

(6) Whether any appointment was made by departmental promo-
tion ?

(¢) If so, what are their names and qualifications ?

(d) The basis of these appointments whether seniority and previous
experience were counted ?

(¢) Whether these promoted persons were allowed to supersede
any senior man of the Department ?

(f) If so, do Government propose to revise the order ?

Tue Hox’sLE MauLavi MD. ALTI HAIDAR KHAN replied ;

565. (a)—Two, vizi—

(1)—Babu Birendra Narayan Bhattacharjee ... Mymensingh.
(2)—Babu Banamali Goswami Sylhet. -
(b)—Yes.

(c)—Babu Birendra Narayan Bhattacharjee. He is a Matricu-
late, has enough previous experience of Jute work and held the post of an
agricultural Demonstrator satisfactorily, and also was in the Department
for about 18 years.

(d)—Both seniority and experience.

(e)—Yes.

. '~ {f)=—No.

Post of Horticultural Assistant
Basu KAMINI KUMAR SEN asked : )

566. Will Government be pleased to state—

() Whether itis a fact that applications have been invited for
the post of Inspector for the proposed citrus fruit garden to
be opened by the Government of Assam ?

(b) If so, who are the applicants, and what are their qualifica-
tions ?

567. (a) Isita fact that the claim of a candidate specialised in
Horticulture, has been ignored in giving nomination for the post ?
(b) Ifso, will Government be plcascd. to state the reason for
nomination, of a non-specialised man when a specialised one is available ?
568. (a) Do Government proposc to consider the desirability of appoint-
ing the best man available and to give preference to candidates who have
special qualification in Horticulture ?
(6) If not, why not ?

Tue HoN’sLe Mauravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN replied :

566. (a)—VYes, the designation of the post is Horticultural Assistant and
not Inspector. :
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(6)—As the appointment has not been filled up it is not consie
dered desirable to disclose the names of applicants and their qualifica-
tions.

567.—Does not arise.
568.—The qualification of each candidate will be duly considered
before making the appointment.

Location of the Goalpara post office

Mauvravi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI asked :

569. Will Government be pleased to state—

(2) Whether it is a fact that the Post office at Goalpara is
located on a hill ?

(b)) What is the distance from the plain land of Goalpara to
the spot on the Goalpara hill where the Post office is
located ?

570. Isit a fact that the slopes of the road leading to the Post office
from the plain is very abrupt ?

571. Isita fact that the public of Goalpara feel much inconveni-
ence in going and coming to and from the Post office ?

572. Isit a fact that the Branch post office at the Bazaris function-
ing with restricted functions ?

573. Isita fact that the Branch postoffice does not satisfy all the
needs of the public ?

574. Do Government proposc to set up an enquiry regarding this and
move the postal authoritics to take steps to bring the Goalpara sub-post
office from the hill to the plain of Goalpara town ?

Tue Hon'sLe MaurLavi Sayip ?S;ik MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

569. (a)—Yes at a height of about 500 feet.

(b)—About a furlong.

570.—Government understand that the gradient is not excessive.

571.—Government are informed by the Postal authorities that only
one complaint has been received in 1928, and that the Goalpara Bazar
Branch was opened in consequence of this complaint, ;

572.—Yes. The Post office in the Goalpara Bazar is a no-delivery
branch officeand performs the ordinary functions of branch offices of
such status.

573.—Government are informed by the Postal authorities that no
complaint have been received by them on this subject.

. °74.—No enquiry seems needed. Government will send these proceed-
ings to the proper authoritjes.

Re holidays for Middle English Schools
Mzr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE asked:

575. Will Government be pleased to state whet
desirability of equalising the number of holidays of
with those of High English Schools in view of the
Middle English Schools constitute the four low
Schools and the teachers in most of the schools
adequate staff ?

her they consider the
Middle English Schools
fact that the classes of
er classes of High English
are overworked for want of
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" Tue Hox’sie = SHawMs-ur-Urama Mauvrana ABU NASR MDD,
WAHEED replied : ;

575.—The point raised by the hon. member will be considered b}'
: Government,

Re provision of unemployed youths in the priating business of the
Province

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE asked :

576. Are Government aware that many unemployed youths have been
- provided in the printing business of the province ?
577. {a) Isita fact that Government decided to train up some unems-
ployed youths in the Government Press at Shillong ?

(b) If so, will Government be pleased to state, how many youths
up till now have been trained in the Government Press and how many of
them provided and where ? 3 :

578. Are Government aware that there has been abnormal rise in the
- price of paper since the last contracts for printinz of Government forms were
concluded with various presses of the province ? =
579. Will Government be pleased to state to what extent the price of
paper has gone up since the said contracts were made ? _
580. Do Government propose to reconsider the rates in order to protect

the infant industry of the province ?

Tue Hox’sLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

576.—Government have no information.

577..(a) & (B)—A scheme for the training of 12 apprentices in the art
of printing in the Government Press at Shillong at an allowance of Rs. 10 per
mensem each was sanctioned in 1936, but on account of retrenchment it
could not be put into effect.

578 & 579.—Government are aware that there has been a rise in the
. cost of imported paper but do not know exactly to what extent.

580.—No. Government are not satisfied that there are sufficient grounds
for reconsideration of the rates already accepted.

Total number of Schools in Tea Gardens
Kuumar AJIT NARAYAN DEV asked :

581, (a) Are Government aware that the number of schools in Assam
for the education of the children of the tea garden labourers is inadequate ?
(b) Do Government contemplate to open more schools for them ?
582. Will Government be pleased to state the following :—
(i) Total number of Tea gardens in Assam ?
(1) Total number of Tea garden labourers ?
(17) Total number of schools in Tea garden areas in Assam ?
(iv) The language used as the medium of teaching in Tea gardens ?

T;HE HoN’BLE SHAMS-UL-ULAMA MAULANA ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied :

581. (a)—Yes.
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(b)—Yes, gradually as funds and circumstances permit. In the
current year’s budget provision has been made to convert a “ B > class
sehgol into *“ A"’ class and to open eight new “ B*’ class schools on tea
gardens.

582, (i)—Eleven hundred and three.

(11)~—Over a million,

(#11)—In 1936-37—

Assam Valley 46
‘ o Swnia Valley. | ... 56

(ir}—It is generally Assamese in the Assam Valley and Bengali in

the Surma Valley though there are cases of Urdu, Santhali, etc.

Grant of stipends to students for training in the Kachrapara E.B.Ry.
and Jamalpur E.I.Ry. Mechanical and Electrical Training Schools

[

Srijur GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked :

583. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge be pleased to state— 2

(a) Whether there are any students [rom Assam in the Kachrapara -
E. B. R. and Jamalpur E. I. R., Mechanical and Electri-
cal Training Schools ?

(b) Ifso, arc?thcy receiving any stipends from the Assam Govern-
ment : : :

(¢) If not, do Government propose to grant some stipends to some
youths of the Province for receiving training in the said
schools so that they may qualify themselves for Railway

"~ Service ?

Tue Hox’sre Mavravi MD. ALT HAIDAR KHAN replied :

583. (a)—Government have no information .
(6)—Does not arise. :
(¢)—The question of sending Assam students to Kachrapara school
is under correspondence with the Government of Bengal and the Railway
authorities. Government would like to await the results of their correspon-

dence before taking up the suggestion as regards the other school.

Introduction of the system of accelerated promotion in the Police
Department

Srijur BELI RAM DAS asked :

584, Will Government be pleased to state when the system of aceelera-
ted promotion was first introduced in the Police Department ?

585. Will Government please state whether the principle of accelerated
promotion has been extended to other departments of Government ?

586. Is Government aware that this accelerated promotion was highly
resented in a meeting of the police officers at Jorhat ? )

Tém Hon'sre Mauravi Sarvio SiR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied : .
584.—In December, 1936,
585.—No.
586.—A resolution against it was carried at the A i
in 1935 by a majority of 16 to 11, zsam B e Nk enes
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The petition from Srijut Ratneswar Borua, Sub-Inspsctor
of Police, for re-instating to his forme:=r post

Srijur BELI RAM DAS asked :

587. Has Government received any petition from Srijut Ratneswar
Borua, Sub-Inspector of Police, pensioner, at Gauhati, requesting Govern-
ment to re-instate  him in his former post or to grant him full
pension ? ;

588. Is Government aware that this petition was made only when his
case against the Secretary of State for India for aforesaid purposes was
dismissed by the court in the preliminary hearing ? '

589. Do Government propose to consider his case favourably ?

THe HoN'BLE MaAurLavi Saryio S;ir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

587 & 588.—No such ‘petition has been received since the disposal of
his suit against the Secretary of State.
589.—Does not arise,

Hostel Buildings of the Sibsagar Government Hizh School

Srijur BHUBAN CHANDRA GOGOI asked:

590. Is Government aware of the wretched condition of
buildings of the Sibsagar Government High School ? of:herHostel

591, Is Government aware that these buildings have practically no
plinth at all, and keep very damp during the rains, and affect scriously
the health of the inmates ?

592. Will Government be pleased to consider the question of improvee
ment of these buildings ?

l'Tc}lm Hon’BLE SHAMS-UL-UraMA MAuLAaNA ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied :

590.—Yes.
591.—Ye5-
592.—Yes, when funds are available.

Muslim population of Lakhai Thana in Sylhet District
Mavravi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY asked :

593. Is Government aware that educationally the Muslim i
of Lakhai Thana in the district of Sylhet is veryybaci(Wdrd in cgﬁp::?itslg:
with the people of the other Thanas of the Sylhet district ? :

594. Is Government aware thatin the whole of the ILakhai Thana
there is not asingle Muslim graduate, who had been provided in any
Government post ?

- 595. Is Govcrqrpcnt_ aware that there is only one Madrasa at Katihara
under Lakhal, requiring immediate aid ?
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THe HoN’BLE SHAMS-UL-UraMa MaurLana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED

replied :
593.—No.
594.—No.

995.—No, but Government are prepared to accept the hon. member’s
assurance to this effect.

Number of Ministerial appointments held by members of different
communities in the Executive Engineer’s Office, Sylhet

MauLavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY asked :

596. Will Government be pleased to state the number of the Ministe-
rial appointments held by members of the different communities with their
pay in the Executive Engineer’s Office, Sylhet, and other mufassil offices
under his control,

Tue Hon'BLE Mauravi Saryip SiR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :
596.—The information is fm nished in the statement below.—

No. :
: Community to ;
Name of office cf.ei-l-s which belongs Pay Remarks
1 2 3 4 5

A.—ACCOUNTANT AND ACCOUNTS CLERK APPOINFED BY
THE COMPTROLLER, ASSAM

Rs.

1. Office of the! 2 | Hindus—Surma | One on 170 | These appoint-
Executive En- Valley—2. ments are
gincer, Sylhet One on 100 [ borne on a
Division. provin cial

cadre and
are under the
Clomptroller,
Assam,

B.—DRAWING BRANCH ESTABLISHMENT APPOINTED BY THE

CHIEF ENGINEER, ASSAM

Rs.

9, Ofﬁcc_ of the 3 | Hindus—Surma | One on 60 | These appoint-
Executive En- Valley—2. ments  are
gineer, Sylhet One on 50 | made by the
Division. Chief Engi-

Muslim—1 ... | One on 40 | neer, Assam,
but are borne
on a Provin-

cial cadre.
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No. :
; Community to .
Sameiofiofice (:Igfks. which belongs Pay Remarks
1 2 3 4 5

L]

C.—APPOINTMENTS MADE BY THE

. Office of the

Executive En-
gineer,

Division.

Office of the
Subdivision a 1
Officer, Public
Works Depart-

ment, North
Sylhet DBuild-
ings Subdivi-
S101L.

. Office of the

Subdivisiona ]
Officer, Public
Works Depart-

ment, North
Sylhet Roads
Subdivision.

. Office of the

Subdivision a 1
Officer, Public
Works Depart-
ment, Maulvi-
bazar Subdivi-

sion.

Sylhet

EXEGUTIVE ENGINEER

: Rs.
10 | Hindus—Surma | One on 150
Valley—6. One on 120
QOne on 100
One on 99
One on 9%
One on 82
Muslims—3 ... | 'Threeon 40
Others—1(a) ... | One on 100
Rs.
2 One on 100
Others—1(a) ... Special 10
] pay. i
Muslim—1 One on 40
Rs.
2 | Hindu—Surma | [ One on 40
Valley—1. «“ Special 10
pa.y.
Muslim—1I One on 40
Rs.
92 | Hindu—Surma | One on 35
Valley—1. Special 10
pay.
Muslim—1 ... | One on 35

(a) Beng a I i-

Hindu (na-
tive of Ben-
gal.)

Total o

16

a
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Ezahar lodged before the Gauhati Railwa
Gauhati Station Master

Mr. KEDARMAL BRAHMIN asked :

y Police against the

597. Will the Hon’ble Minister in ch
(¢) Whether any Ezahar was lodged before the Gauhati Railway
Police against the Gauhati Station Master in July last ?
(6) Whether any proceedings under section 420 or 417, indian Penal
Code, were drawn against the s1id Station Master 3
598. Is it a fact that the ~ase was withdrawn by the complainant on the
assurance of the Traffic-Manager that the said Station Master would be
transferred and that he would pay Rs.11 to the Gauhati Gausala ?

arge be pleased to state :—

Tre HoN’sLe Mauravt Saryip SiR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied:
= 597. (a)—Yes.
- (6)—No charge sheet was submitted as tha parties concerned
compromised the case.
598.—Yes,

Junior Madrasa classes attached to “the Middle English School at
Kakajan

KnaAN BAHADUR MavrLavi KERAMAT ALI asked:

599. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Education be pleased to
slate—

{a) Whether the Junior Madrasa Glasses attached to the Middle
English School at Kakajan, Jorhat, has been made permanent
as recaommended by the Director of Public Instruction last
year ? -
{(b) Whether it is a fact that the house attached to the school for the
Junior Madiasa Classes has recently been dismantled ?
- (¢) What airangement, if any, is going to be made to replace the
F house by a permanent structure ? ‘

Tue HoN’BLE SHAMS-UL-UraMA Maurana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied :

599, (a)—No,
(b)—Yes..
(¢)—The matte

: ris receiving consideration. At present the classes
are being held in ap i

nused room of the Middle English School hostel.
Nexahesioh Veterinary Dispensaries with their locations and staffs
in the Dhubri Subdivision

Srijur RUPNATE BRAHMA asked:
600. Will Government p 1 to state—
- (a) The number SRl fastare

Ot veterinary dispensaries with their locations
and staff "in" the” Dhubri subdivision. fu bk dRtaEE ol
Goalpara ? ‘ s
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(b) Whether the attention of Government has been drawn to the
burning demand for veterinary dispensaries in the northern
part of the Dhubri subdivision, viz., Bijni, Sidli, Kokrajhar
and Gossaigaon circles where cattle arc being swept away every
year in thousands by cattle epidemics for want of treatment ?

(¢) Whether Government propose to contribute sufficient grants for
opening . at least two more veterinary dispensaries at Sidli
and Kokrajhar ? ;

Tue HonBLE Mauravi MD. ALT HAIDAR KHAN replied :

600.{a)—There are three Veterinary dispensaries in the Dhubri subdivi-
sion, viz., at Dhubri, at Bilashipara and at Sukchar, each in charge of one
Veterinary Assistant Surgeon. .

(b)—There is demand for more Veterinary dispensaries all over the
province, and a scheme for reorganisation of the Veterinary Department is
now under the consideration of Government.

(¢)—Government will consider the proposal if and when submitted
by the Local Board concerned.

Total incomie and expenditure of the excluded and partially excluded
areas in Assam .

Srijur SANKAR CHANDRA BARUA asked :

601. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge be pleased to state—
(a) The totalincome of the excluded and partially excluded areas
in Assam ?
(b) The total expenditure of the excluded and partially excluded
areas in Assam ?
¢) The total income and expenditure of Shillong ti
© which is under the Refo?med Constitution ? e LIS o

Trar Hon’BLE Mauravi Saivip St MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

601.(a)& (b)) —The hon. member is referred to the reply given to
starred question No.4 asked by Srijut Rajendra Nath Barua at the present
session. The same difficulty arose in this case also and Government

abandoned the attempt.
(¢)—The hon. member is referred to reply given to question

 No.486 asked by Srijut Beli Ram Das at the present session.

Visit of Hon’hle Chief Minisier to Sorbhog

Szijur GHANASHYAM 1 7 8 asked :

602.(a) Did the Hon’ble C Lief Minister visit Sorbliog t itr.
a personal matter on the 21st September, 1937 ? VPR 0 gl o
(6) If s0, to what effect ?
603. Did he pass then through Sarupeta station where Government have

. spent no less than Rs.14,00 3 ; er .
';I::ople 5 0 to relieve the distress of the scarcity stricken
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604. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge be pleased to state—

(1) Quaatity of land disposed of and the amount received by such
disposal under the colonisation scheme that was adopted
some time back by Government, in the Barpeta subdivision ?

(t2) Total expenditure incurred by Government including pay and
allowances of officials so employed ?

605. Ts it a fact that the local authorities have not been informed yet
as to the remission of land revenue to be granted by Government, for the
year 1937-38 and as such the mauzadars are realising land revenue for the
same in full causing thereby immense hardships to the poor ryots ?

606. If the answer to question 605 is in the affirmative, does the Hon’ble
Minister in charge propose to communicate at once to those concerned
to stay collections until such orders of remission of land revenue are passed ?

THe Hon’sLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

602.(a)—The Hon’ble Chief Minister did not visit Sorbhog to  arbitrate
upon a personal matter ”‘but was compelled _to undertake the journey for.
a peaceful solution of a disputed question likely to inflame communal  pas-
sions leading to the disturbance of the peace and tranquillity of the Province
and the good feeling that exists between the Hindus and Moslems.

That question was ventilated on the floor of the House and the gravity
of the situation can be realised by the fact that two hon. members of the
House, Messrs. Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed and Kedarmal Brahmin accompanied
him from Gauhati to use their influence towards an amicable settlement.
The hon. questioner also did the Chief Minister the courtesy of meeting him
at the Sorbhog Inspection Bungalow and discussing the ¢ personal matter ’
and the question of famine relief in Barpeta subdivision.

(6)—The settlement desired by all sections of the people did not ma-
terialise as one of the party stated that he had alrcady placed his papers
with his lawyers at Gauhati and that he wanted the matter decided by the
Civil Court.

603.—Yes, he did pass through §

1 : 151 Sarupeta station, where a big crowd
urged the necessity for further relief,

Government had started relief mea-
sures on 10th September and the Chief Minister had verbally instructed

the Deputy Commissioner and Subdivisional Officer of Barpeta, who were
with him at Sorbhog to start and increase fest relief works where necessary.

604.(z) and (#)—The hon. member is referred to  the replies given to
question No.710(6) and (d) and (e) asked by Srijut Kameswar Das, M.L.A.,
at the last session of the Assembly, ;

605.—The hon. member is referr
R., dated 22nd November 1937,
November 1937 at page 1853,

" 606.—Does not arise.

ed to Government resolution No.3829-
published in the Assam Gazette, dated 24th

Proposal for publication of advertisements for Government
contracts and

Posts in vernacular language in Provincial Ver-
nacular Newspapers

Srijur GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked -

607. Is the Hon’ble Chicf Minister aware thatiagvie.: :
; vert ts for Go
vernment contracts and posts published 1sements fo

; in the Assam Gazette do not
enerally seach the general public and a few Ep lish knowi le
eg).re benefitte thereby ? g nowing towns peop
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608. If so, do Covernmant propose to publish all advertisements for
Government contracts and posts in Vernacular Language in Provincial
Vernacular Newspapers °

Tue Hox’sLe MauLavr Sarvio Sik MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

607 & 608.—A knowledge of English is essential for all posts advertised
in the Assam Gazette. ‘The question, therelore, ol publishing such advertise-
ments in the vernaculars does not arisz. Advertisements for Government
contracts are published in the Assam Gazellz in the case ol big projects only.
Contract documents and the notices calling for tenders are published in
English only, as the expenditure involved in publishing such documents and
notices in the different vernaculars would not be inconsiderable.

Re counting of seniority in the cases of Officers of the Provincial
Executive Service and the Subordinate Executive Service

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE asked :

609. (a) Is it a fact that in the quarterly Civil List, the dates of birth
are given only in the cases of officers of the Provincial executive service and
the subordinate executive szrvice ?

(b) If the answer is in the affirmative, will Government be pleased
to state the reason for not showing the same in the cases of aﬁ other
services ?

610. Will Gavernmznt be pleaszd to state how ths s2niority of the
Provindal executive servicz mzn is csuatzd, wasther—Irom the date of
confirmation or from the date of appointment ?

Tue How'sLe Mauvcavi Sarvio Sk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied ?

609. (2)—No. They.are shown in the case of officers of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture as well. .
(b)—This distinction is only a matter of convention. Actually, 1t
is unnecessary to show the dates of birth in the Civil List in the case of any
officers, since they are shown against all of them in the History of Services.
610.—The hon. member is referred to letter No.2928-40-A., dated the
3rd July 2909, and sub-paragraph 2 of rule 1, Part B, of the Assam Civil
Service Rules, copies of which are placed on the library table. Seniority
normally counts from the date of appoinment.

Memorial from the Vaccination Sub-Inspectors rz increment of their
pay

Baru DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI asked :

611. (a) Has Government received any memorial from the Vaccination
Sub-Inspectors recruited in 1927 ? :

Al (;?) If so, what action if any has Government taken on the

612. Is it a fact that they received no increment from 1927-1936 and the

period so covered has not been t i i ion i i heir
ko : : taken into consxde;atxon in counting the
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_ 613. (a) Did Government give them hopes that they would be converte d
into rural sanitary inspectors with better prospects ?

3 (6) If so, do Government propose to give effect to the said scheme
now ?

THE Hon'Le Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :
611. (a)—Yecs.

(6)—The memorials received arz under consideration.

612.—Yes. . Under Fundamental Rule 22(5) previous temporary service
docs not count when a temporary officer is made permanent.

613. (a)—The Director of Public Health was informed in 1930 that the
then Government had undar consideration a scheme for the training of the
existing vaccination staff in public health duties and converting it into a staff
of rural sanitary inspectors on increased pay. The scheme however did not
ecventuate, .

(6)—The whole question of the reorganization of the Public Health
Department is at present under the consideration of Government.

'Death roll from Malaria in this Province

Basu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA asked :

614. Are Goycrnmcnt aware that the death rate from Malaria is very
heavy in this province and that a large part of our agricultural labour is
wasted by this discase during the season ?

615. Will Government please state—

(a) Whether Government have formulated any scheme of rural
sanitation with particular reference for the, ravages of
Malaria ?

(b) If so, will they publish it for the information of the members
of this House ? 3

(¢) What steps are Government taking to combat Malaria ?

616. Do Government propose to make a Malaria survey 1n
province ?

617. Do Government propose to consider the
Vaccination Sub-Inspectors in rural sanitation and
the cause of public health ? o

618. Dop Government propose to take up (}ultgvati_on o?f Quinine and
Cinchona within the province for their cheaper distribution : th

_ 619. Do Government realise the urgency of the whole matter with &
view to launching upon immediate action ?

620. Will Government please state :—

(a) How many Vaccination Sub-Inspectors are there under the
Assam Government ?
(b) What is the working season for vaccinat_ion ? Tox. {
(¢) Whether Government propose to give this vaccination staff, train-
ing in rural sanitation and utilise their services for that purpose
as well ?
621, Will Government be pleased to state the number of people who
died of malaria in 1934, 1935 and 1936 in the Karimganj subdivision ?

this

question of training the
atilise their services 1in
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Tue How’sLe Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

614.—Yes. . :
615. (a), (b) and (¢)—Schemes for combating malaria have been in

force for many years. Besides the treatment afforded in hospitals and dis--

pensaries (including Public Health Department dispensaries) quinine
reinforced cinchona tablets, etc., are sold through the agency of Post Offices
and other agencies and quinine and cinchona febrifuge is distributed free to
indigent patients in all districts. Research on malaria in Assam is being
conducted by the Assam Medical Research Society who also carry out
malaria surveys in selected areas and deal with flnﬂla_rval control measures.
Annual classes on malariology are also held Dy this Society. :

The hon. member will find full information as regards malarial work in
Chapters VIT and VIII of the Annual Public Health Report.

616.—Malaria surveys are at presant made ':vhc}‘CVEI‘ necessary.

617.—The whole question of the rcorgamzation of the Public Health
Department is at present under the consideration of Government and the
question of training Vaccination Sub-Inspectors in rural sanitation work

will be considered in that connection. ;
618.—The matter is under consideration and an expert appointed by the

Imperial Council of Agricultural Research is visiting Assam this month to
visit the sites of the existing experimental cinchona plantations.
619.—Government are fully aware of the position.
620. (a)—Thirty.
(5)—The winter season.
(c)—See reply to question 617 above. :
621.—No statistics of deaths for malan’a; are available. Deaths from
malaria are included under the head  fevers

part of the Barpeta Town by Nakhanda

Erosion of the eastern 3
river

Srijur KAMESWAR DAS asked :
622. Are Government aware that the ecastern part of the Barpeta town

specially near the Bilartarihaty and the new I\gunicipal Market is being
threatened by the erosion of the Nakhanda river:

Tue Hon'sie MAULAVI SAIYID SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA

replied : : :

622.—No. Government are informed that there 1s no perceptible erosion
due to the Nakhanda river, and that the main river s still about a furlong
2 boundary of the town,

off the road-bund which forms the eastern

: s s f the Dibrugarh Local Board
Special and ordinary me‘t:::l;%sl :pril 1937 rd held

Sryyur LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH asked :

623. Will the Hon’ble Minister of Local SclEGovernment be pleased to
enquire and state whether the special and ordinary meetings of Dibrugarh
Local Board held on 6th April 1937 were convened at 10 days’ notice a5
required by the Statutory Orders under Local Self-Government Act?

624. Has the attention of the Flon’ble Minister and  the Commissioner
of the Assam Valley Division been drawn to the note headed ¢ [,g¢a] Boa:d
address to Governor: Validity of the meeting questioned  that a earcd
in the Times of Assam of the 17th April 1937 ? e

i}

SEECS
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625. Is it a fact that the Commissioner is required to sce that the pro-
ceedings of the meetings of the Local Beards are carried on in accordance
with law ?

626. Will the Hon’ble Minister for Local Szlf-Government be pleased
to state whether the Commissioner investigated into the matter and passed
the proceedings of the above meeting as valid ? ‘s

627. Is it a fact that no notices were issued to three members of the
Dibrugarh Local Board about the meeting of 6th April 1937 and that in that
special mecting ¢ Election of the Vice-Chairman of the Board > was one of
the items of agenda and one of those three members waated to stand as a
candidate for this office ?

Tue Hon’srLE REv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

623—627.—The hon. member is referred to the replies ta the similar
questions asked by him at the last session of the Assembly. Government
have since been informed that the proceedings of the meetings held on the
-6th April have again been confirmed at a mzeting of the Board held on the
13th December 1937. The whole matter is at present under the considera-

tion of the Commissioner.
[}

Income of the district of Sylhet under different heads for the last
three years

MavuLavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY asked :
628. Will Government be pleased to state—

(1) The income of the district of Sylhet for the years 1934-35, 1935-36
and 1936-37 under the heads—Land Revenue, Excise, Forest,
Fisheries, Registration and Administration of Justice ?

(2) The net cxpenditure of the district for the same years under the
heads—FEducation, Medical, Agriculture, Police and Adminis-
tration of Justice ?

Tur Hon'sLE Mauravi Saryip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

628.—The figures for 1936-37 are given below. Those for earlier years
are not available.

Ras.

Eax : 10,64,977
(1) %ilgge Revenue... 5,81 461
Forests 1,00,011
Fisheries 1,36,928
Registration R g o o 99,794
Administration of Justice... 72,837
(2)—Education 10,82,697
Medical 1,64,994
Agriculture 72,7711
POH(‘-C e vae vea sue 6:24'5014!

Administration of Justice,.. g 4,26,814
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Counting of the services of certain clerks of the Judges Office, Syihet
towards pension

Mavravi NAZIRUDDIN AHMED asked -

629. Will Governmient be pleased to state th
ed in the office of the District Judge, Sylhet, during the period from 1st
January 1922, to 1st October 1925, who were not allowed the privilege of
counting their probationary period of service towards increment, though
they were allowed to count that service towards pension ?

630. Will Governmant be pleased to state whzther ths persons appoint-
ed before 3ist December 1922, and after 1st October 1925, in the same
establishment are allowed to count their temporary and offi clating service
towards increment ?

631 Will Government be plsased to state whether the persons
appointed during the period from 1st January 1922, to 1st October 1925,
are getting Iess pay in proportion to their length of service than
appointed after them from the 1st October 1925 ?

632. Do Government propose to remove tha anomaly if any and allow
those persons to count their probationary period of service towards

increment and save them from the pecuniary loss arising out of a different
treatment in the same establishment ? :

e numniber of clerks appoint-

the persons

THE Hon’BLE MAULAVI SArvip SIir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied : '

629.—Fifteen, of which 8 were appointed direct as clerks and 7 as
probationers. Before the 1st April 1928 probationers were not inchided in
the ordinary clerical cadre of a district but were allowed a subsistence
allowance of Rs.25 up to 1923 and thsreafter Rs.30 till 31st March 1928
after which date they were brought on to the regular district cadre,

630.—Government as a measure of cconomy in 1923 in the retrench-
ment campaign passed an order which affected not only the clerks of the

office of the District Judge, Sylhet, but all establishments in the province
that their officiating or temporary service would not count for increment.
This order was withdrawn from Ist October 1925.
631.—This is so in the case of clerks directly recruited but not in the
case of probaticners.

632.—The angwer is in the negative as the order referred to in reply to
question No.630 above was issued as a measure of retrenchment, and any
canccllation of previous orders will lead to innumerable complications and
will increase cost considerably.

Grants-in-aid to Middle English and Middle Vernacular Schools
Bapu HARENURA NARAYAN CHAUDHURI asked :

633. Will the Hon’ble Minister in char ) s : ;
: ge of Education please state—
(a) The funds (Provincial or Local Board) from whli')ch grants-in-aid
are given to Middle English Schools and Middle Vernacular
Schools respectively ? \

(). Whether the Middle Vernacular

i Schools are allowed to open
Lnglish classes of the stand

ard of Middle English Schools ?




o

2541

(¢)"What would bz the status of the Middle Vernacular Schools
opening English classes of the Middle English standard ?
(d) Whether those combined schools ar

¢ entitled to receive grants-in-
aid both from the Provincial and

Lozal Board Fuads ?

Tue Hox’BLE SHAMS-UL-ULAMA

Maurana ABU NASR MD.
WAHEED replied :

633.(a)—Both from Provincial and Local Board funds ; but ILocal
Boards are not permitted to add to the list of Middle English Schools now
aided by them without Governmeat sanction.

(6)—Yes.
(¢)—Middle Vernacular.
(d)—Yes.

Construction of water-closet at the Cotton College, Gauhati
MRr. NABA KUMAR DATTA asked :

634. Is Government aware of the Inconvenience
ing staff of the Cotton College for the want of a w
635. Do Government
tion of such a water-closet

suffered by the teach-
ater-closet for them ?

propose to take immediate steps for the construc=
in the said College ?

THE HoNBLE  StaMs-UL-ULAMA MavLana ABU NASR MD.
WAHEED replied :

634.—Yes.

635.—The whole question of provision of modern sanitation for the
College is at present under consideration.

Appointment of an additional Lecturer in History in the Cotton
College, Gauhati

Mr. NABA KUMAR DATTA asked:

« Wi ent please state :— R ol
63?“) VI\(riiuitG (1): Czla‘.mi{:mt Fhat the Calcutta’ Unlver51éy.llas-1§e£er:;.1 times
recommended the appointment of an 'adl ;tmng. ecturer in
History to the existing staff of the: Gotton Co lege 2 :
(b} whether the appointment of an adn‘imonal Lecturer in History for
the Cotton College will be made without further delay ?

Tue Hown’sLE Suams-urL-Urama Mavrnana ABU NASR MD.
WAHEED replied :

635E§§:¥ﬁ: mater will be considered when funds permit.
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Number of tribal and depressed class students in the Raha High
English School, Nowgong

Srijur DHIRSINGH DEURT asked :

637. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Education be pleased to
state how many tribal and depressed class students are there in the Raha
High English School, Nowgong, Assam ?

638. Is it a fact that the percentage of the tribal and depressed class
students is in great majority in that particular high school in comparison
with any other high school in the Assam Valley ?

639.(a) Is it a fact that the said school is the only on= that is situated
in the western part of the district of Nowgong inhabited mostly by tribal
and backward people ? i :

b) If so, do Government propose to help the institution with a
substantial maintenance grant in order to facilitate the secondary education
of the depressed class and the tribal people ? T o

640. Is it a fact that the present grant of Rs.100 a month is quite
inadequate to maintain such a school in such a locality ?

641.(a) Is the Hon’ble Minister for Education aware ‘of the fact that
the Managing body of the school submitted an application in the month of
Alllgusit?l‘)iﬁ, for grant-in-aid of Rs.1,000 for the building of the said high
sciool ¢

(&) If so, do Government propose to take any action on it ?

Tue How’BLe Sxams-urn-Urama Mauvrana ABU NASR  MD.
WAHELEED replied :

637.—The information is not available but an enquiry is being made.
638.—Government has no information but are enquiring.
639.(a)—Yes.

(b)—A grant of Rs.100 a month has recently heen sanctioned.
640.—Government are aware that the school needs a larger grant.
641.(a)—Yes.

(6)—Yes, when funds are available.

Provision of Provident Fund for the Teachers of Aided
Middle English Schools

Mr, BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE asked :

642.(a) Will Government be pleased to state if there is any provision
of provident fund for the Teachers of Aided Middle English Schools ?
(b) If not, does Government propose to consider the desirability of

extending the benefit of provident fund to the Teachers of Aided Middle
English Schools also ?

Tue HowBLg SHAMS-UL- M
WAHEED replied : HAMs-UL-ULAMA AULANA  ABU NASAR MD.

642.(a)—No.
(b)—Government 3

dmit th irabili e ;
be done in this r e desirability but regret that nothing can

espect until the finance of the provinee improve.

ol

&
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Quantity of molasses and bye-product of Sugar Factory available in
Assam '

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE asked :

643. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge please state—
(@) The quantity of molasses, the bye-product of sugar factory avail-
able in Assam at present ?
(b) The average fermentable sugar-contents of the molasses referred to
In question 643(a) above ?
644. Will Government be pleased to state the increase or decrease of
area under sugarcane cultivation in Assam from 1933-34 to 1936-37 ?

Tue Hon'sre Mauvrav: MD. ALT HAIDAR KHAN replied :
643. (a)—As there is no Sugar Factory in Assam, no molasses are avail-
able.
(b)—Average specimen molasses contain forty per cent. cane sugar
and thirty per cent. invert sugar as glucose.
644. Sugarcane area has incrcased from 35,400 acres in 1933-34 to
38,710 acres in 1936-37.

Tezpur Government High School
Mavuravi BADARUDDIN AHMED asked :

645. Will Government please state the number of Muslim students
reading in the Tezpur Government High School ?

646. Isit a fact that almost all the Muslim boys come from the inte-
rior of the Tezpur subdivision ?

647. Are Government aware that thereis no hostel for the Muslim
boys attached to the school ?

648. Have Government made any arrangement for the lodging of the
Muslim boys of this school ?

649. Do Government propose to construct a hostel for the Muslim
boys of this school ?

Tue Hon’BLE SHAMs-UL-UraMA Mauvrana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED

replied :
645.—Thirty-two.
646.—No.
647.—Yes.

648 and 649.—No. Government do not consider the establishment of
a Muhammadan hostel at Tezpur an immediate need as most of the
Muhammadan pupils live with their parents or guardians.

When an enquiry was made last year it was found that only two

Mubammadan boys attended the school from a distance of three miles or
more.

Grant-in-aid to the Private Middle English School in the colonisa-
tiom area

Mauravi BADARUDDIN AHMED asked :

650. Are Government aware of a Private Middle English School in
the colonisation area at Dalgaon and another at Sipajhar in the Mangaldai
sundivision ?
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651. Have Government made any contribution or grant-in-aid to
these schools ?

652. Will Government please state if there is any Middle English
School receiving grant-in-aid in the Mangaldai subdivision ?

653. Do Government propose to make any grant-in-aid to
these Middle English Schools ?

Tue Hon’BrLE SuAms-uL-Urama Mauvrana ABU NASR  MD.
WAHEED replied: .

650.—Yes.
651.—No.
652.—No.

653.—The case of the schools will be considered when funds are avail-
able.

P. R. High School at Goalpara
Mavravi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI asked :

654. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Education please state—

(a) When the P. R. High School at Gcalpara was first started ?

(6) For how long it has been under purely Government manage-
ment ?

(¢) How long ago the school has been furnished with a Hindu
hostel and a Garo hostel ?

655. Isit a fact that the school has not got a hostel for Muhammadan
students ?

656. Isit a fact that the necessity of a Muhammadan hostel at Goal-
para was brought to the notice of the authorities and the Assistant to
Director of Public Instruction for Muhammadan Education also remarked
in his Inspection notes, urging the nccessity of such a hostel there ?

657. Isita fact that thereis a persistent demand for a Muhammad-
an hostel at Goalpara ?

658. (a) Isita fact that there was an estimate prepared for a hostel
building for Muhammadan students at Goalpara sometime ago ?

(b) If so, why this project has been abandoned ?

659. (a¢) Do Government propose to build such a hostel at Goalpara
soon-?

(&) If not, why not ?

Tue Hon’BLE Suams-urL-Urama Mavrana ABU NASR MD.
WAHEED replied :

654. (a)—In 1899.
(b)—From Ist January 1914,
(¢)—The school was provided with a Garo hostel in 1921 and a
Hindu: hostel in 1925,
655.—Yes.
656.—The answer to the first part of the question is in the negative ;
but on a representation from the Secretary of the Anjuman received as far
back as 1921 urging the construction of a hostel for the accommodation of
the pupils of the Junior Madrasa and the Moslem students of the Goal-

i’;‘;? Government High School, a hostel for those schools was provided in
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The Assistant to the Director of Public Instruction for Muhammadan
Education endorsed the opinion of the Headmaster that a small Muham-
madan hostel was a need of the school.

657.—Government have no information.

658. ':ag-—-No.
(b)—Does not arise.
659. (a)—No.

(6)—The necessity for such a hastel doz
and imperative at present.

The existing hostcl is not fully utilissd.

s not appear' to be urgent

Inclusion of the Book “History of Assam,” in the M. A. History
course of the Calcutta University.

Srijur MAHI CHANDRA BORA asked:

660. Is Government aware that History of Assam is not taught in the

M. A. History course of the Chlcutta University as a special subject like

the History of other communitiss (such as the Sikhs, the Maharattas, etc.)
of India ?

661. Do Government propose to move the University in this direc-
tion ?

: Tue HoN'BLE SHA;\‘IS—UL-ULAM_;\ Maurana ABU NASR MD.
WAHEED replied : =

660.—Yes. =
661.—Government will have the hon. member’s suggestion cxamined
with reference to the extent of the literature on tl

ce t L of he subject and will move
the University if, on examination, a good casc can be made out,

Names of members of the Assam Text Booic Committee
Srijur MAHI CHANDRA BORA  asked :

662. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Education be pleased to
statc—
a) The names of members of the Assam Text Book i
@ and the date of its composition ? b
(b) The names of members of the committee to select Assamese text
books, and the principle adopted and consideration involved
in the selection of the aforesaid members ?
+ (¢) The names of the Assamese books with their authors prescribed
in different schools of Assam Valley ?
(d; The numger of meetings of the Committee its constitution ?
(e) Tri‘i:tg;o%e ure prescribed in selection of text books by the Com-
663. Will Goyernment be pleased to lay on the table a
rules of the Committee, if any ? e
664. Is Gov'crmn.ent aware that there is g wides t
amongt the public- of Assam Valley District T

; ) Sover the composition of the
Committee and the sclection of Assamese text books ? ;
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THE Hon’BLE StiaMs-uL-Urama Maurana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied :

662. (a)—The hon. member is referred to the reply given to question
No. 134(a) asked by Srijut Rajendranath Barua at this session of the
Assembly.

The Committee was constituted under Government Notification
No. 2248-E., dated the 27th July 1935. -
(5)—The Assamese members of the Committee—Obviously they
are the proper people to select the Assamese books.
(¢)—The hon. member is referred to the list of prescribed text books
published annually in the Adssan Gazette.
(d)—Two meectings have®been held and another will be held ‘on
22nd and 23rd December 1937.
(¢)—The hon. member is 1eferred to the rules of the Text Book
Committee.
663.—The hon. member is referred to the rules under section 79, as
amended by correction slip No. 181, of the Education Department Rules
:I;nd Orders, 1930. A copy of these rules and orders is available in the Li-
rary.
664.—No, but Government see no reason why in future the Assembly

should not elect the non-official members if thereis a general desire that
this should be done.

Spread of secondary and higher education among the Muslims and
others in Garo Hills

Maurana ABDUL HAMID KHAN asked:

665. Will Government be pleased to state—

(@) The steps taken by Government for the spread of secondary
and higher education among the Muslims and others in the
district of Garo Hills ?

(b) The number of Middle English, Middle Vernacular and High
English Schools in the district ?

(¢) Whether Government propose to start a Middle English School

at Mahendraganj, Garo Hills, for the education of the public
there ?

THE HonN’BLE SuAms-uL-Urama Maurana ABU NASR MD. WA-
HEED replied :

665. (a)—Government are considering the question of opening one
high school class in the Government Middle English School at Tura from
1st March 1938. . ; -

(b)—There are 7 Middle Enghs_h Schools.and one Middle English
Madrasa in the district but no High English or Middle Vernacular Schools.
(¢)—There is a Middle English Madrasa at Mahendraganj which
is in mcei?t of a monthly grant-in-aid of Rs.15. 'There appears to be no
necessity for a Middle English School there. h
Holding of an all-India Convention for Physical culture

Kumar AJIT NARAYAN DEV asked:

666. Is it a fact that an all-India Convention for
ing to be convened by the Government of Madras at
Yuvarajah of Pi*hapuram ?

physical culture is go-
the instance of the
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667. Is it a fact that a letter of invitation was sent by the Yuvarajah
of Pithapuram to the Government of Assam ?

668. Do Government propose to send delegates to the Convention ?

The HonN’BLE SmAMs-UL-Urama MAULANA ABU NASR MD.
WAHEED  replicd :

666.—The Conference appears to have been convened by the Yuvara-

667.—Yes.

668.—The hon. member has very kindly consented to represent
Assam at the Conference.

jah.

Resolutions passed in the 12th session of the Assam Sanskrit
Chatra Sanmilani held at Gauhati
Sryjur JOGENDRA NATH BARUA asked:

669. Has Government received a copy of the proceedings containing
the resolutions passed in the 12th session of the Assam Sanskrit Chatra
Sanmilani held in the montb of November 1937 at Gauhati, under the pre-
sidency of the Inspector of Schools, Assam Valley Circle ?

670. Has the attention of Government been’ drawn to the resolutions
Nos. 5(Ka) and (Kha), 6, 8 and 13 of the Sanmilani passed this year ?

671. Do Government propose to give effect to the aforesaid resolu-
tions ?

Tue Hon'sLe Suams-urL-Urama MavrLana ABU NASR MD.
WAHEED replied :

669.—No such resolutions can be traced.
670.—No. -
671.—Does not arise.

Number of Muhammadan teachers in the Government Aided High
English Schools

Mavravi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY asked:

672. Are Government aware that the number of Muhammadan teachers
excluding the Anglo Persian or  Anglo-Arabic teachers in the Government
Aided High English Schools is mecagre and is disproportionate to the
number of Muhammadan boys in these Schools ?

673. If the answer to question 672 above is in the affirmativs, do Go-
vernment propose to take proper steps for removing this disparity by provid-
ing adequate representation of Muhammadan teachers in these Schools ?

TrE HoN’BLE SHAMS-UL-ULAMA MauLana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied :

-

672.—Yes.
673.—Yes.
Re higher education for the girls in the South Bank of the Goalpara

district
MavLana ABDUL HAMID KHAN asked :

674. (a) Will Government please state what st
the higher education of the girls, in the south bank
(b) Do Government propose to take me

the higher education for females in that bank ?

eps they have taken for
ot the Goalpara district ?
asures to create facilities for
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Tue Hon'BrLe Suams-ur-UrLama Maurnana ABU NASR  MD.
WAHEED replied :—

674. (a@)—There are 2 Government aided girls’ Middle English Schools
on the South Bank of the Brahmaputra in the Goalpara District.
(b)—Not unless public efforts are first made for the purpose.

Amount of Industrial Loan granted during the last five years

Basu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA asked:

675. Will Government be pleased to state the amount of Industrial
Loan granted during the last five years ?

676. Will Government be pleased to place on the table a statement
showing the names of the parties, nature of the industries and the amount of
the loan granted to each parties ?

677. Do Government propose to consider the question of adopting
a more liberal and eflective policy of granting such loans ? -

Tue Hon’BLE Mauravi MD. ALT HATDAR KHAN replied :
675.—Rupees 6,846.

676.-—A statement of industrial loans granted during the last 5 years
(for 1932-33 to 1936-37} is given below—

Name of borrowers Date of sanction Amount Purpose

: Rs.

1. Maulavi Arab Ali | 23rd February 200 | For ex'ension of
Barbhuya. 1934. weaving factory.

2. Srijut Ghanasyam | 21st December 146 | For extension of
Kakoti, Dighal- 1934. Sericulwural farm,
dari, Nowgong.

3. Maulavi Fazlur | 31st May 1935 500 | For extension of
Rahman, Sylhet. his  engineering

works,

4, Mrs. Hisibon alias | 23rd Septem- = 6,000 | For extension of
Ka Hisi, Sylhet. | ber 1936. her weaving fac-

tory.

Total 6,846

677.———Th_e rules for the grant of industrial loans have been relaxed and
under the revised rules loans can be granted for the purchase of raw mate-

rials and impliments and as a result, it is hoped that more applications will be
forthcoming.

B s



Post of the Rural Reconstruction Officer, Assam
Srijur BHUBAN CHANDRA GOGOI asked :

678. (a) Is it a fact that Maulavi Fazlul Huq, Deputy Director of Agri-
culture has been appointed as the Rural Reconstruction Officer, Assam ?
(6) If so, who has been posted in his place ?
. 079. Will Government be pleased o state the necessary minimum tech-
nical qualification for the post of Deputy Director of Agriculture ?
680. Will Government be pleased to state the technical and academic
qualification of the present officiating incumbent ?

Tue Hon’sLe Mavravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN replied :

678. (a)—VYes, temporarily.

(b)—Srijut Sarbananda Sarma, Agricultural Inspector, Jorhat, has
been placed in charge of the Deputy Dircctor of Agricultare’s offics for per-
forming the current duties in addition to his own pending the selection by
Government of Mr. Haque’s successor.

_679.—The minimum technical qualiication necessary is a degree of an
Agricultural College with a post-graduate training or an honours degree in
Science from a University recognised by Governmant or its equivalent.
This however does not apply to officers appointed by promotion in whose
cases a Diploma in Agriculture from a recognised Agricultural College im
India or abroad is considered sufficient.

680.—Does not arise in view of the reply to question 678(b).

Post of the Rural Reconstruction Officer, Assam:
Srijur KRISHNA NATH SARMAH asked :

681. Will Government be pleased to state (a) whether it is a fact that
Maulavi Fazlul Hoque Ahmed the Deputy Director of Agriculture has been
transferred to Shillong as the Rural Reconstruction Officer, Assam, (b) If so,
will Government be pleased to state who has been posted in the vacancy so
created ?

682. Will Government please state (a) The technical and academical
qualifications of the officer selected to fill up this post ?

(b) Is he going to be made permanent ? (¢) If not, why qualified
men of the Department were not given preference ?
: ?83- Has Government any intention of bringing in an outsider to the
post ¢
: 684. Isita principle with Government to promote to higher posts,
senlm; officers with suitable qualifications, in preference to outsiders and raw
men ?
685. Do Government recognise the L. Ag. diploma as a technical quali-

fication elig_ible for posts in the Agricultural Department both in the superior
and subordinate services ?

686. Isit a fact that the L. Ag. diploma holders in other provinces

have been hpldipg superior posts as Deputy Directors, Assistant Directors
and other scientific Sectional Officers ?

687. () Did Government pay due consideration to such L. Ag. diploma
holders of Assam, before filling up the vacancy created by the transfer of
Maulavi Fazlul HoquetAhmed 2 (8) If not, why not ?

N
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Tue HoN’BLE MaurLavi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN replicd :

681. (a)—VYes, temporarily.

681 (b) and 682. (¢)—The hon. member is referred to the replies given
to similar questions asked by Srijut Bhuban Chandra Gogoi at this session of
the Assembly.

682. (b) and (¢)—These questions do not arise.

683.—No.

684.—Yes, when the vacancy is to be filled up by promotion.

685.—Yes, for promotion to the superior and for reeruitment to the
subordinate services.

686.—Government have no information.

687. () and (b)—The questions do not arise.

Abolition of the Final Jamat-i-ula Examination of the old Scheme
Madrasa

Mavravi Dewany MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHOUDHURY asked :

688. Is it a fact thatthe final Jamat-i-ula Examination of the old
Scheme Madrasa has been abolished by Government for the last few years ?

689. Will Government be pleased to state, when, how, and by whom
the Jamat-i-ula Examination was abolished ?

690. Are Government aware of the fact that the Dars-i-Nizami which is
popularly known as the old scheme system is popular with a large section
of the Moslem community ?

691. Is the Hon’ble Minister of Education aware of the fact that the
Moslem Education Advisory Committee of Bengal also strongly recommended
for the retention of the old scheme Madrasa and the present Hon'ble
Minister of Education was the most prominent member of that Committee ?

692. If so, do Government propose to reopen the Jamat-i-ula Examina-
tion at once and renew the grant-in-aid to those Madrasas which had been
enjoying the grant-in-aid for the last many years ?

Tre Hon’BLE Smams-uL-Urama Mavrava ABU NASR MD. WAHEEDD
replied :

688.—It is not understood what is meant by the Jamat-i-ula Examina-
tion of the old scheme Madrasas. If the old first and second Madrasa Exa-
minations are meant, the reply s in the affirmative.

689.—The old first and second Madrasa Examinations were abolished
by G'O\.rcrnm{.'nt in 19_‘9' ont the advice of a conference of representative
Maulvis held at Sylhet in 1928 and in accordance with the recommenda-
tions of a Gon_fcrencc of representative Muhammadans and Departmental
Officers held 1n_1928. These old examinations were abolished l:[>ec'msc i,l;e
Madrasas teaching the old courses came under the scheme of tt (\/I'ddl
School Leaving Certificate and scholarship Examination AL

690.—Yes. :

691.—Yes a limited number only,

692.—No. M i ; st
present. 0. Madrasas taking groups Tand V are cligible for grants at

Abelition of the New Scheme Madrasas and the revival of old
type Madrasas
Mauravi MABARAK ALT asked -

693. (2) Isita fact that the new scheme Madrasas are not wanted By
the pu.b]l(; /4 ¥ C £
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(b) If so, do Government propose to give grant-in-aid to gl typs
Madrasas ¥ :
(¢) If not why not ?
(d) Do Governm-=ut propose to abolish new schzms Madrasas and
turn them into old type Madrasas ? ;

Tue HoN’BLE SHAMS-UL-JLAMA MaurLava ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied :

693. (a)—No. They are very popular, asis proved by the fact that
the number of Madrasas has increased from 3 in 1920-21 to 75 in 1931-32

and 112 in 1937-38. :
(b)—Does not ariie
(¢)-——Does not arise.

(d)—No. -

Abolition of leaving certificate ani’scholarship examination for the
boys of Class VI of Middle English Schools

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOEKERTEE asked:

691. Docs Government intend to aholish the leavingy certifcate and
scholarshin examination for the boys of class VI of Middle English Schools
or introduce the same in both Middle English and High Enzlish Schools
alike for boys of class VI ?

695. Will Governmeant be pleased to state the number of scholarships
awarded to successful boys in the Middle English scholarship examination
in cach of the two valleys ? ;

696. Do Government propose to increase the numbear of these scholar-
ships in view of the increase in the number of boys sitting for this examina-
tions ?

Tre HoN’BLE SHAMS-UL-UrLava Maurana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied :

69 L.—The question is under consideration.

695.— I'he number of Middle English scholarships are as follows —

(1) Ordinary Middle English scholarships (side rule 13
29, Part II, section 59 of the Rules
and Orders). .

(2) Special Middle English scholarships for Muham 8
madans (vide tule 1, Part III, section 59 of the
Rules and Orders).

(3) Middle English scholarships for Backward Classes 3
excluding Muhammadans (vide rule 5, Part
11T, section 59 of the Rules and Orders).

(4) Middle English scholarships for Scheduled Castes 2

(vide correction slip No. 105 at page 256
the Rules and Ordelx:‘,s). R S

—_—

26
€ question of extending the exa-

Total
696.—This will be considered when th
mination to High Schools is decided.
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At present no funds are available for an increase in the number of
scholarships.

Closure of Maktabs for Hindu holidays in Sunamganj subdivision

Mavravi DEwaNn MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHOUDHURY asked :

697. Is it a fact that the Maktabs are compelled b S: :
Local Board in the district of Sylhet to be closed ?‘or Hingu t};ﬁﬂ;;zzn:ganj

698. Is it a lact that the monthly salary-bill of the Chatak Ma'ktz;b for
the month of August 1937, has been stopped by the Sunamganj Local Board
in the district of Sylhet, and that for the reason that the Secretary did not
close the Maktab for the Monasha puja ?

699. Is it a fact that the Tols and Chatuspatis are not closed for Moslem
holidays ?

700. Ifso, will the Hon’ble Minister in charge be pleased to state on
what grounds Maktabs are compelled to be closed for Hindu holidays ?

701. Does the Hon’ble Minister in charge propose to look into it and
remove the grievances of the Moslem public ?

Tue Hon’BLE SHams-uL-ULama Mauvrana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied :

697.—No. A general holidays list is prepared for Maktab Pri
Schools and in consideration of the fact that there are Hindu tcachzimﬁg
boys in some of the Maktabs, a very limited number of Hindu holidays is
allowed to be observed in Maktabs.

698.—No. The bill has already been paid.

699.—Yes. There are, however, no Tols or Chatuspathies under the
management of the Sunamganj Local Board. Moreover, in Tols there are
no Moslem boys or teachers.

700.—The Maktabs are not compelled to observe Hindu holidays. The
grounds for inclusion of the Hindu holidays in the list have already been
stated in reply to question No. 697.

701.—There is no grievance. The list of holidays is scrutinised and
approved by the Board in which there is Muhammadan majority.

Disposal of a sum of Rs.50,000 set apart for primary education

Srijur BELIRAM DAS asked :

702. Will Governm=nt be pleased to state how the sum of Rs.50,000 set
apart for the primary education in the budget has been disposed of this year
by Government ?

703. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) The number of primary schools that have been allotted to each

district to be taken up with this sum showing figures separately
for each district ?

(b) The number of such schools that have been taken up or have
been proposed to be taken up in the scheduled castes, back-
wards and tribal areas in each district ?

704. Is Government aware that there are numerous venturc schools in
these aforesaid areas run by the poor villagers of these communities ?

705. Do Government propose to make an enquiry into this matter and
take up the primary schools run by thesec communities ?
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706. Will Government be pleased to state as to how far this present
Government have given special encouragement to these scheduled castes,
backward and tribal communities in the matter of education in Assam ?

I_Tém Hon’sLE SHAMS-UL-UrAaMA Maurana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied :

702 and 703 —The distribution has not yet been made as the report
called for from the subdivisions have not all been received.

704.—Yes.

705.—The cases of these schools will be considered when the money is
distributed,

706.—The hon. member is referred to the rules in the Education Depart-
ment Rules and Orders regarding the provision of scholarships for backward
and tribal communities.

Newspaper article re grievances of the vernacular teachers of the
Hizh English Schools

Mauravi DEWAN MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHOUDHURY asked :

707. Has the attention of the Hon’ble Minister of Education been drawn
to the article headed by €[ F T4 fsts wa casa, by Maulavi Nurul Haque—
Editor of the Al-Islah, published in the Fugabheri dated the 13th September
1937 ?

708. Ifso, will the Hon’ble Minister in charge be pleased to state what
steps he is taking to redress the grievances of the vernacular teachers of the
High English Schools of this province ?

Tue Hon'BLE SHAMs-UL-Urama Maurana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied : .

707.—Not until receipt of the question.

708.—None. Vernacular teachers in the High School cadre of the
Assam Lower School Service are adequately paid.

Re University Enquiry Report
Srijur MAHI CHANDRA BORA asked :

709. Will Government he pleased to state what action it is taking in
regard to the University Enquiry Report prepared by Mr. Cunningham ?
710.(a) Do Government propose to take immediate steps to establish a
separate University for Assam ?
(b) If not, why not ? I

711. Is it a fact that Sir Saiyid Muhammad Saadulla stated in a bullen-
tin publishegl by the Assamese Students’ Welfare League, Calcutta, that a
separate University for Assam could be established without incurring any
heavy charge on the Provincial budget ?

712. Will Government be pleased to state whether the financial position
of the Province has improved since Sir Saiyid Muhammad Saadulla made
that statement ?

Tue HoN’BLE SHAMS-UL-ULAMA MAuLANA ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied :

709.—None.

710.(a)—No.
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(b)—Government consider that it is more important at present to
devote the small sums at its disposal towards the extension of primary educa-
tion and the removal of the illiteracy of the masses rather than to a project
for a University.

711.—Government have no official information as to what Sir Saiyid
Muhammad Saadulla stated, as a private individual, in the bulletin referred
to.

712.—The hon. member will be able to judge this for himself when next
year’s budget is presented.

Arrangement to organise the faculty of Unani and Ayurvedic system
of medicine under the Calcutta University

Mauvravi DEWAN MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHOUDHURY asked :

713. Are Government aware of the fact that the Government of Bengal
and the Calcutta University are making - arrangement to organise the
Faculty of Unani and Ayurvedic System of medicine under the Calcutta
University ?

714. If so, do Government propose to find out ways and means to open
the Unani and Avyurvedic classes, at once, in the Sylhet Government
Madrasa and Sanskrit College ?

TreE Hon’BLE SHAMS UL-ULamMa Maurana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied :

713.—Government have no information.

714.—Does not arise.

Free medical aid to the teachers of Middle English Schools

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JET: asked :

715. Will Government be pleased to extend the benefit of free medical
aid to the teachers of Middle English Schools both aided and unaided in
view of their extremely poor pay ?

Tue Hown’BLe SaaMs-uL-ULama Maurana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied :

715.—The reply is'in the negative.

Number of Clerks in the amalgamated establishment of the Dis-
trict Judges Sylhet

MavLavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI
asked :

716. Will Government be pleased to state the total number of clerks
in the amalgamated establishment of the District Judge of Sylhet, showing
in detail the number and percentage of posts held by each community ?

717. Do Government propose to stop the recruitment from the over-
represented communities and fill up the deficit number of under-represented
communitiﬁy fresh recruitment ?

718. Will Government be pleased to state the total number of posts in
the same establishment and the total number of those posts held by the
members of the Muhammadan community ?

719. Do Government propose to select competent Muhammadan clerks
from the lower grade to the selection grade posts, to make up the deficit if
any in the selection grade posts ?

720. Are Government aware that there are a good number of com-
petent Mubhammadan clerks in the lower grade to be promoted
to the selection grade posts ?
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]"FC;IE Hon’sLE Mauravi Samvip Sik MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

. 716.—There are 113 clerks in the amalgamated establishment of the
District Judge, Sylhet. ;

= The number and percentage of posts held by each community is shown
ow i—

No. of posts Percentage of
held posts held
Muslims 35 31
Hindus (Surma Valley) 62 54-9
(includes one Manipuri
Hindu)
Hindus (domiciled) ... 6 5-3
Hindus (not domiciled) 9 8
Others (Indian Christian) i -8

717.—Steps are taken to rectify such disparities whenever suitable mem-
bers of the community in question are available, During the last 10 years,
54 appointments were made, of which 26 were Hindus, 26 Muhammadans,
1 Manipuri and 1 Indian Christian.

718.—The total number of posts is 113 of which 35 are held by
Muhammadans.

719—1Initial appointments to the lower division are made on a com-
munal basis, while in making promotions to the upper division or selection
post due 1'cgm‘c! to semrority and merit as well disparity in communal
representation is also considered.

720.—There are qualified Muhammadan clerks in the lower division,
and the claims of such clerks are always considered at the time of
promotion.

Compulsory Primary Education in the Province

Basu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA asked:

721. Will Government please state the steps Government are taking
for advancing the cause of compulsory Primary Education in this
Province ?

Tue Hon’BLe Suams-UL-ULAMA Maurana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied :

721.—Government are doing as much as their financial resources permit
to g{ctcnd primary education by making grants for this purpose to Local
Bodies.

Gompulsc_)ry primary education throughout the whole province is at
present financially out of the question but Government hope that Local

Bodies and particularly Municipalities will endeavour so far as possible to
initiate schemes under the Act.

Realisation of electric fee from the boarders of the Murarichand
College hostels

Mavravi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY asked :

722, (@) Is it a fact that Government realise electric fee from thé
i i 1 ] » A
S ol 1\_.,Ium‘,-u;lmnd L':’ollcgc hostels in excess of what Government
pay to the Electric Company ¥
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(b) If the answer isin the affirmative, do Government propose to
reduce the rate of electric fee, to the extent of what Government has to pay
or the cost of electric current to the Company ?

Tue HoN'BLE SHAaMs-UL-ULAMA Maurava ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied :
722. (a)—Yecs.
(b)—The matter is under consideration.

Clerks serving in the Covernment Schools and Colleges and
Madrasas

MavLavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY
asked : '

723. Will Government please state—

(a) Whether the clerks serving in the Government Schools, Colleges
and Madrassas are entitled to enjoy full vacation and to absent
th=ns:lves from dutizs during tae period of vacation under the
rules ?

(b) What arrangement is made by the Education Department for the
conduct of the clerical duties during vacation time ?

{¢) Whether the teacher placed in charge of the vacation duty of a school
has any authority to demand an explanation from the clerk of the
school for his absence from vacation duty or to recall him to vaca-
tion duty under his orders to perform official or private business ?

(d) If so, under what rules ? .

(¢) What are the leave rules of the clerks in the vacation Department ?

(f) Whether a clerk is treated as a member of vacation Department ?

Tue HoxNeLE Suams-ur-UrLama Mauvrava ABU NASR MD. WAHELED
replied :

723. (a)—Clerks of Government High and Normal Schools are entitled
to full vacations.

Clerks of Government Colleges are allowed a summer vacation of not
less than 6 weeks and a Puja vacation of not less than 15 days annually,

The clerk of the Government Madrasa 1s allowed 6 weeks vacation in
the year.

(b)—The services of clerks in High and Normal Schools are not
needed during the vacations. In Colleges, where there is more than one
clerk, the clerks attend in turn as arranged Dy the Principal. In the
Madrasa the teacher in charge does what clerical duties are necess

the absence of the clerk. ary during

T (¢)—A clerk may be recalled to vacation duty but not for private

(d)—Under Subsidiary Rule 243,
(¢)—Fundamental Rules 81 and 82.

(f)—The clerksiin " Gavernment High and Normal Schools,

Government Madrasa and iy : g e
. . & 1 Government Colleres belony to tae vacation
Establishaent. lleges belong
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\ Grants-in-aid to Madrasas in the Province

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED asked: :
724. Will the Hon’ble Minister of Education please state—

(a) The number of () Middle English Madrasas, (it) High Madrasas
and (i11) Senior Madrasas receiving Government aid in (A)
Assam Valley and (B) Surma Valley ?

(h) The total amount of grants which is annually given to (i) Middle
English Madrasas, {ii) High Madrasas and (i) Senior Mad-
rasas in Surma Valley ? e

(¢) The total amount of Grants which is annually given to (i) Mid-
dle English Madrasas, (i) High Madrasas and (ii) Senior
Madrasas in Assam Valley ?

(d) The percentage of total graats allotted to (i) Assam Valley and
(iz) Surma Valley out of the grant sanctioned by th= Legislative
Assembly at the last budget session for special Muhammadan
Education ?

(¢) Whether Government aid to the Junior Madrasa at Gauhati
has been reduced to Rs. 85 per month from Rs. 94 per
month for the last two years ?

(f) Whether the present enrolment of the said Madrasa is in the
neighbourhood of 150 and the Assistant - Inspector of Schools,
Assam Valley Circle and the Deputy Inspector of Schools,
Gauhati, have both recommended the increment of staf ?

(g) Whether the said Madrasa and other similar institutions in the
Assam Valley are suffering in teaching for want of adequate
grants ?

(h) Whether the Hon’ble Minister is aware that there is a widespread
public demand for the increase of (i) Middle English Mad-
rasas and (u) the establishment of High Madrasas particularly
at Rangiya ?

(i) Whether the Hon’ble Minister proposes to (a) increass the
Government aid in Assam Valley to Middle English Madrasas

and (b) grant an adequate aid to the High Madrasa at
Rangiya ?

Tue Hon'BLE StzaMs-ur-Urama Mauvrana ABL NASR MD. WAHES
replied :

724. (a), (b) and (¢)—The information is given below—

1
Serial (a) (b) and (¢) Total
No. Name of Division Kinds of Madrasas Numbers amount of grant
of given annually
Madrasa
Rs.
A Assam Valley ... [ ({) Middle English 27 13,884
Madrasas.
(77) High Madrasa 1 1,020
(#iz) Senior Madrasa 1 1,200
B Surma Valley ...} () Middle English 50 30.096
Madrasas. i
(7)) High Madrasa 1 2,040
(1ii) Senior Madrasas 3 5,160

—— =
e s T
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{d)— Recurring allotment Non-recuring allotnicit,
Assam Valley ... 393 per cent. 356
Surma Valley ... 60-7 per cent. 644
(e)—Yes.
{ f )—Yes, but the enrolment in the Madrasa Section is 42 only.
2)—No.

(h), (i), (it} and (i) — There is demand for reformed Madrasas and
grants are given subject to provision of fuads and each casa is
dealt with on its merit.

Applications have been received for a grant to Rangiya Madrasa. This
case is still under consideration.

Allotment of a certain sum for the education of the depressed
communities in Assam

Sryyut BELIRAM DAS asked :

725. Is Government aware that according to clause 9 of the Poona
Pact a certain sum should have been set apart in the Provincial Budget for
the education of the depressed communities of Assam ?

726. Do Government propose to take nxcessary steps to make soms
special provision for the education of the depressed communities as has been
done in the other provinces ? -

THE HoN’BLE SHAMS-UL-ULAMA: MAULANA ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied :

725.—Government are aware of clause 9 of the Poona Pact which deals
with an agreement reached between the caste and  scheduled caste Hindus
a; regards carmarking an adequate grant for the educational facilities of the
scheduled casies. Government were not however a party to this agreement.

726.—Government will endeavour to provide adequate C‘C[UCZLI':](..)I}ELI
opportunitics for the scheduled castes as well as for other communities
which are backward in this respect.

Re Government aids to the Madrasas of the Province

Mauravi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY asked :

727.  Will Government he pleased to state the names of the senior
I\Iadragas of the Province, district by district, with the amount of Govern-
ment aids that these Madrasas have received from Government in the course
of the last 3 years 1935, 1936 and 1937 ?

i ?8' : 3? GZOVfif‘!'trnt':nt propose to allot 2/3rd of the Government aid to
the Sylhet district in consideration of the preponderance of the Muslim

population in the digtr@ct, and in considoration of a number of old and
reputed Madrasas Cxisting in the district ?



2559

Tue HoN’BLE SHAMs-UL-UrLaMa MavrLana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED

replied :

727.—The information is given below—

District

‘Names of Senior Madrasas

Amount of Government aid in
1935. 1930, 1937

Sylhet

Goalpara ...

Government Madrasa,
Sylhet.

(2) Aziria Aided S«nior
Madrasa.

(3) Jhingabari Aided Se-
nior Madrasa.

(4) Deorial Un-aided Se-
nior Madrasa.

(5) Mazahirul Ulum
[ Katarihara Aided
Senior Madrasa.

This is a Government 1insti-
tution.

90 per ‘mensem, 104 per men-
sem, 115 per mensem.

296 per mensem, 296 per-
mensem, 315 per mensem.

20 per mensem, 40 per men-
sem, 100 per mensem.

728.—Each application for grant-in-aid for a Madrasa 1is considered on
its merit, and Government do not consider it desirable to fix a proportion for
any particylar area.

Recommendation of the Opium Enquiry Committee

Srijur LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH asked :

729. Will the Hon’ble Minister of Excise be pleased to state—

(1) The recommendations of the Opium Enquiry Committee appoint-
ed by the last Council to the Government of Assam ?

(1) What action

(iif) The number of

of the Assam Valley ?

Government took on the recommendations ?

new passes issued in each of the Subdivision

Tue How'sie Ruv. J. J. M. NIGHOLS-ROY replicd:

729. (i), (i) and (#)—The hon.
iven to similar questions asked L
The number of new opium passes issued
was given in those replies. Tne number
available at present but the information h

member is refery

at the las‘t session of the Assembly..
in each district of the Assgm Valley
issued in eacl

as beeu called for.

ed to the replies

1 subdivision is not
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Erosion of the Karimganj Town by Kusiara River

Basu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA asked :

730. (2) Has the attention of Government been drawn to the erosion

of the Kusiara river in the Karimganj town ?

(6) Ifso, what steps have Government taken to prevent the ero-
sion ?

(c) Will Government pleasc state whether the Steamer Companies
have any responsibility in the matter?

(d) Ifso, do Government proposec to invite their help in taking
preventive steps ?

THE Hon’BLE Mauravi Sarvip Sik MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

730. (a)—Not since 1933,

(b)—The rate of erosion during the past 4 years does not indicate
that Government buildings will be immediately affected, but the position is
being watched every year.

()—Only if it could be definitely proved that erosion was resulting
from their operations :

(d)—T-Government do not propose to take any preventive steps at
present but will consult Steamer Company when necessity arises.

Erosion of the eastern part of Barpeta town by Nakhanda river

Srijur GHANASHYAM DAS asked :

731. Will Government be pleased to state— ]

(a) Whether their attention has been drawn to the erosion of the
western bank of the Nakhanda river standing as an eastern boun-
dary of the Barpeta town? B

(b) Whether it is a fact that if this erosion is neglected, within a very

short period, the town will be damaged ?

(¢) If the answers to (¢) and (b) are in the affirmative do Government

propose to take steps soon to safeguard the town ?

132. Are Government aware that the mouth of the river Nakhanda
remains silted up during the winter and asa result, the river trade and
communication come to a standstill ?

733. Will Government be pleased to state whether any amount has
been budgeted this year for irrigation by cutting canals (dongs) in the
Kamrup district ? :

734. Are Government aware that some mauzas specially the mauzas of
Bijni, Gobardhana and Kharija Bijni in the Barpeta Subdivision require
canals for irrigation ? - :

. 135. Do Government propose to take up timely the opening and
improving of those canals (dong) that already exist in those mauzas ?

l-T :l{E HOoN'BLE Maurayr Sarvio Sik MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

731 (a) and (h)—No, Government are informed that there is.nogﬂ?r'
ceptible erosion due to tha Nakhanda river and that the main river is about
a [urlong off the road luyg which forms the eastern boundary of the town.
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(c)—Does not arise.

732. Government have no information but understand that in the cold
weather the Kholabandha road from Barpeta to Kholabandhaghat is open
to trade and communication.

733.-—No.

734,—Government have no information.

735.—Government cannot take up these problems untila Waterways
division is formed.

“Garh ” high embankment runuing by the side of Rangmahal
village

Srijur JOGENDRA NATH BARUA asked :

736. Is Government aware that thereisa “ Garh *’ high embankment
running by the side of Rangmabhal village in Silasindurighopa Mauza in the
District of Kamrup ?

737. Is Government aware that the *“Garh” high embankment
has fallen into an unrepaired state for several years past owing to the diver-
sion of the Rangamahal road by the Local Board ?

738. Is Government aware that during the rains the whole area of the
country goes under the water of the Brahmaputra and there is every
apprehension of the water causing breach through the ¢ Garh > ?

739. Is Government aware that in the event of a breach in any part of
the *“ Garh ” during the rainy season, a vast country-side will be innun-
dated causing heavy loss to human lives and homesteads and crops, etc.?

740. Do Gove.nment propose to enquire into the matter early and take
steps to prevent a po§s1ble catastrophe of great magnitude by keeping the
« Garh” in good repairs ?

Tue Hon’sBLE MAULAVI Saivip Stk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

736—740.--Government have no information but are enquiring into
the matter. x
Opening of a Medical Charitable Dispensary at Sidli

Srijur RUPNATH BRAHMA asked :

741. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) Whether the attention of Government has bein drawn to the fact
that the people living in the northern part of Dhubri subdivision
specially in the Bijni and the Sidli circles are deprived of medical
help and that every year cholera and other epidemic diseases bre

out in those localities and people die of these diseases in quite hei;.
less state ? :

(b) Whethcx_' Government propose to open at least one Medical Chari-
table Dispensary at Sidli to render medical aid to the helpless
poor people of these localities ?

Tue HoN’BLE REv, J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

741. (a)—No. L
(b)—A Public Health Dispensary has recently been opened at
Basugaon and this dispensary will have an out centre at Sidli. The
question of an ordinary charitable dispensary is a matter for the Local
Poard to deal with.
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Names and addresses of Chemists and Druggists with which
Government of Assam placed its orders for Medical materials

and medicines

Mavravi ASHRATUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY asked :

742. Will Government be pleased to state the names and addresses of the
Chemists and Druggists, with which Government of Assam placed its orders
for medical materials and medicines for the years 1935, 1936 and 1937 ?

743. Will Government be pleased to state the amount of orders it
placed with the Chemists and Druggists named— Shafi & Co., Calcutta,
which had been the recipient of warrant of appointment from the Bengal

Government ?

Tre Hox’sLE REv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

742. —As a general rule the requirements of Medical Stores for Govern-
ment institutions under the Inspector-General of Civil Hospitals are
obtained from the Medical Stores Depét, Calcutta. The following is the
list of chemists and druggists from which the Public Health Department
obtained their medical materials during the year mentioned :

For Kala azar and Malaria—
1. Messrs. B. K. Paul & Co. Ltd., Calcutta.
e Smith Stanistreet & Co. Litd,, Calcutta,
Imperial Chemical Industries (India) Ltd., Calcutta.
Shaw Wallace & Co. Ltd., Calcutta,
McLeod & Co. Ltd:, Calcutta.
The Bras machari Rescaich Institute, Calcutta.
Havero ‘Irading & Co. Ltd., Calcutta,
e Government Medical Store Depét, Calcutta,
. Superintendent, Presidency Jail, Alipore, Calcutta.
10. Director, Botanical Survey ol India, Sibpur, Calcutta.
11. Hafkine Institute, Parel, Bombay.
12, Messrs. Baird & Tatlock (Lond.) & Co., Calcutta.
1By s Burmah Oil Company Ltd., Dighoi and Chittagong.

LR w
“

Vaccine Depét, Shillong—

1. Government Medical Store Depét, Calcutta.
2. Messrs. Harrow & Co. Ltd., Balley, Calcutta.
B Bengal Chemical & Pharmaceutical Works Ltd., Calcutta,

Public Health Laboratory, Shillong—

1. Messrs. Bengal Chemical & Pharmaceutical Works Ltd,, Calcutta.

2. 5  Harrow & Co., Balley, Calcutta.

143.—The Public Health Department placed no order with this Com-
pany. Whether any Givil Surgeons placed any orders with them for
medical materials for Government Hospitals is not known.

It may be added that the name of this company appears in the list of

firms recognized by the Government of Assam as approved firms for which
Local Board can purchase medijca] materials.
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Number of Dispensaries under the Dhubri Local Board

Mauvrana ABDUL HAMID KHAN asked :

744. Will Government be pleased to state :——
{a@) The number of dispensaries under the Dhubri Local Board ?

(4) The number of Muhammadan doctors and compounders in those
dispensaries ?

THE HoN’BLE REV, J.J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

744.(a;—TFifteen.
{6)—One Muhammadan doctor and four Muhammadan com-
pounders,

Number of Sub-Assistant Surgeons deputed for tha L. T. M. course
Kuan SAaris MAauLavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN asked :

745.(«; Will Government be pleased to state 72\ the total number
of Sub-Assistant Surgeons, Hindus and Muharnmadagls‘: Valley by Valley
deputed for the L. T. M. course in the Tropical School of Medicine:
Calcutta, since its establishment ?

= (&) The total expenditur eincurred for the aforesaid course in each

valley ?

(¢) Whether any Sub-Assistant Surgeon in service applied for either
D. T. M. or L. T. M. course from Assam Valley during 1924 to date ?

(d) If so, who are they and why their cases were not considered by
Government ?

(¢) The usual procedure to select a candidate for the aforesaid
courses?

746.(a) Are Government aware that the Sub-Assistant Surgeons in
other sister Provinces are deputed for D, T. M. course ?

(b) If so, was any Sub-Assistant Surgeon sent from Assam for the
D. T. M. course up till now ?
(¢) If not, why not ?

747. Will Government be pleased to state :—

(a) If any Sub-Assistant Surgeons or Assistant Surgeons were sent to
the School of Tropical Medicine, Calcutta, for training on depu-

 tation during the years 1935, 1936 and 1937 respectively ?

(&) If none were sent during 1936 and 1937, why not ?

748. will Government please state whether the financial position of the

Provu;cc Is considerably better in the current year than in the preceding

ears
¥ 749. D_o Government Propose to renew the practice of sending Doctors
on deputation to the School of Tropical Medicine, Calcutta ?

750. Will Gov§rnment be pleased to state whether (a) study leave is
granted to Sub-Assistant Surgeong ?

(b) If not, why not ?

751. Do Government propose to extend the concession of study leave

to the cadre of Sub-Assistant Surgeon ?

Tuae Hon’sLE REV. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

745.(a)—Eight of whom two were Surma Valley Hindus, one a Surma
Valley Muhammadan and five Bengalis. One attended the  coupse at his
OWN eXpense.
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p)—Excluding travelling allowance the total cost was Rs.12,103
of which Rs. 5,187 was on account of the Sub-Assistant Surgeons of the
Surma Valley. As no Sub-Assistant Surgeons of the Assam Valley were
deputed there was no expense on their account. -

c)—Yes.
d)—There were no applications from Sub-Assistant Surgeons of the

Assam Valley from 1924 to 1927. The following statement supplics the
information from 1927 onwards :—

D.TM. L.T.M.
1931 1927
(1) Dr. Lalit Chandra (1) Dr. N. Md. Khalilur Rahmarn.
Borah. (2) Dr. Lalit Chandra Borah.
(3) Dr. Debeswar Bhattacharyya.
1935 and 1937 (4) Dr. Sarat Chandra Barua.
(2) Dr. Md. N. Khalilur (5) Dr. Krishna Ram Das.
Rahman. 1928.

(1) Dr. Md. Khalilur Rahman.
(2) Dr. Sarat Chandra Barua.
(3) Dr. Syed Ahmed.
1931.
(1) Dr. Md. Khalilur Rahman.
1935.
(1) Dr. Syed Ahmad.

The cases of all applicants were considered for the L. T. M. course as
regards applications for the D. T. M. course, This is primal:ily intended for
Civil Assistant Surgeons and as there were (and still are) many Civil Assis-
tant Surgeons who requiré such training applications from Sub-Assistant
Surgeons for this course could not l}e considered,

(e)—-Applications are_mwtcd through the Civil Surgeons and those
who apply are selected on merit. : :
746.(a)—Yes.
(b)—No.
¢)—Because only onc seat was reserved annually for Assam in the
D. T. M. course and there were many Assistant Surgeons who required such
iraining.

’Mg?. (a)—Yecs ; in 1935.

(b)—The previous Government retrencked the budget provision for

deputation to the course in 1936 for the sake of economy and the present
Government have not yet been able to see their way to restore it.

748 —The hon. member has not mentioned what particular years he is
referring to.

749.—Not at present.

750. (a)—No.
(b)—Because the study leave rules have so {ar not been extended to

them. -The study leave rules arc intended for officers who already have
high qualifications and who are fit to eater on a course of advanced study.
751.—The matter will be considered.

Restrictions imposed on Srijut Dwijesh Chandra Sem Gupta of
Gauhati

Sryjur BELI RAM DAS asked :
ijut Dwijesh

752.Is the Hon'ble Minister in charge aware that ST
n Gupta of

(]:haudx":l Sen Gupta, a nephew of Rai Bahadur Kalicharan Se
Gauhati, has not been allowed to go to Bengal ?

S

) g_—



2565

753. Is Government aware that he is not allowed to read in the Cotton
College, Gauhati ?

754. Do Government propose to remove the aforesaid restrictions upon
him ?

Tue Hon’BLE Mauravi Sarvip Stz MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

752.—Yes. He was externed by order of the Bengal Government.

753.—Government have no information, but are making enquiries.

754.—As regards his externment from Bengal, this Government have no
power in the matter. The question of removing any restriction regarding
his admission to the Cotton College will be considered when any application
is received.

Re. Age limit for entering Government services
Basu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA asked :

755. Will Government be pleased to state if several candidates for
Government service have by aflidavit proved their age during the last 6
months ?

756. Is it a fact that these affidavits show that their age is less than the
age shown in the University certificates ? z

757. Will Government please state the number of people who proved
their age by affidavits during the above mentioned period ?

758. Will Government please state their names and  addresses together
with the posts for which they were candidates ?

_Tém Hon’BLE Mavuravi Sarvip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

755—157.—There has been only one such case, which was of a very
exceptional nature.

758.—Srijut Ghana Kanta Sharma Barua of Nowgong. He was not a
candidate for any specific post. =

Ministerial app0il_1tn'1ents held by diffzreat commaaities in the
Deputy Commissioner’s Court and Subdivisional Oficer’s Court
in Sylhet

Mavravt ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURI asked :

759. Will Government be pleased to state the number of the ministerial
appointments held by the persons of different communities separately with
their pay in the Deputy Commissioner’s Courts and in the Subdivisional
Officer’s Courts under the Deputy Commissioner of Sylhet ?

760. Will Government be pleased to state the number of the Ministerial
appointments 'hclfi by the members of the different communities, with their
pay, in the 'l):lStI'ICtJUngC’S Court at Sylhet and Cachar, and in the Sub-
divisional Civil Courts under the said District Judge ?

761. Is Government aware that there are large number of Muslims in
the Province who arc, both economically and educationally, much backward
B cprcsSEd than those sections of the Hindu community which go by the
stvle of the Schedule caste ¢
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762. Is Government aware that members of the Scheduled castes long
before the introduction of the principle of separate representation in service
had been holding posts as Science Professors of Colleges, and other impor-
tant offices ?

763. Is Government aware that there is not a single Science Professor
in any of the College of the Province, from the Muhammadan community ?

76t. Is it a fact that for the purpose of services, the Scheduled class are
treated as a distinct and separate community from that of the general
caste Hindus ?

Tue Hox’Be Mavravt Sarvip S;re MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

759 & 760.—The information is not available and it would take much
time to find out the exact figures.

761.—Government are aware that some of the castes known as Sche-
duled are educationally more advanced than some sections of the Muham-
madan community. On the other hand some of the Scheduled castes are
cducatior}ally more backward than the average of the Muhammadan
community.

762.—Government are aware of only one case of a member of the
Scheduled castes being a Science Professor. At Present there is none such

763.—Yes. k

764.—Yes.

Resolution passed at the Executive Committee of the All- :
Harijan Sevak Sangh podin

Srijur BELT RAM DAS asked :

765.(a) Has the attention of Governiment been drawn to the resolution
‘passed at the Executive Committee of the All-India Harijan Sevak Sangh
held on the 30th and 31st October, this year ? =

() Ifso, has any action been taken in this behalf ?
1"Ic‘1HE Hown’sre MauvLavi Saivip SiIR MUHAHMMAD SAADULLA
replied :
- 765.(a)—No.
(b)—Does not arise.

Re. promiotion from Assam Jumior Civil Service to Assam Civil
Ser‘:ice a;_:ld' from -the rank of Co-operative Inspectors to Assam
Junior Civil Service

Mavravt ABDUR RAHMAN asked :

766. Will Governmuent be pleased to state () the total amount of
salary payable to an Extra Assistant Commissioner in the old scale in 30
years ?

~ (b) The total amount of salary payable to an Extra Assistant Commis-
sioner in the new scale in 30 years ?

; (¢) The total amount of salary payable to an Extra Assistant Commis-
sioner %Jl'omot,cd from the rank of Sub-Deputy Collectors after ten or 12
years. ?

767. Do Government propose to accelerate the system ofpromotion

from among the members of the Assam Junior Civil Service to remove the
prevailing discontent among the members ?
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768. Is Government aware that many of the Sub-Deputy Collectors
have to retire in their own rank notwithstanding efficien
services ?

769. Is Government aware th

oflicers from the rank of Co-operati
Service ?

770. Do Government propose to follow the same policy in Assam ?

at the Government of Bengal promote
ve Inspector to the Bengal Junior Civil

THE Hon’LE MauLav:  Sarvio SiR  MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

766.(a)—Rupees 2,01,960.
(b)—Rupees 1,69,200. _
(€)—A Sub-Deputy Collector wil

I ordinarily draw Rs.210 per men-
sem according to the new scale of pay in the 10th year of his service and

Rs.230 in the 12th year. On promotion at either of these stages, he will
get Rs.250, corresponding to the Assam Civil Service time-scale (new), next
above Rs.210 and Rs.230. The total amount of salar

: yin the full 3¢ years
will amount approximately to Rs.1,43,280, if promoted in the 10th ye

ar of
n the 12th year,

may not obtain promotion. ]
769.—No. But promotions to the
admissible from other Government service

5.
770.—The question does not arise,

Re. withdrawal of popular symbols in
Basu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA asked :

elections

771. Will Govcrnn_‘l‘-:nt be plf;ase-:l to state the symbols that were most
favourite with the candidates durmg the last general Assembly Elections ?

772. Is it a fact that soma Particular Symbols were mostly in demand
because they were regarded as cXpressive of some ideas and ideals and not as
mere meaningless marks ?

773. Do Government Propose to take Steps to withdraw in future elec-
tions such popular symbols as are likely to e interpreted in terms of ideals
and introduce other symbols or coloyy boxes to brevent misinterpretatiop ?

Tue HoN'BLE MAULAVI Sarvip g, MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
lcpllﬁll_mough and E[ephant.‘ :

772.—Thisis a matter of opiniop,

773.—The question is under Consideration,

Re. Middle English Schog] Leaving

Certificate Examination
Basu RABINDRA NATH ADITY

A asked :
774 (a) Has the attenti drawn :

ublished in the Fanashakti in its issue of the 17th No 2, 0 e

the Middle English ScllQJl Leaving Certificate Exq

(b) If so, have (:c)_verr}metlt consider

the abolition of the examinatiop

775. Will Government be Pleased to state Whether ¢
abolish this examination with a view ¢, putti 47 R

T . faiid ng the M; ineli
boys on the same footing with High Schgo boys ? fiddle English- School

Minatjop ?
the grounds made out there for

t and meritorious
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Tue Hon'BLE SHaMs-UL-ULAaMA Maurana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied :

774.(a)—Yes.

(b)—Yes. Government are inclined to consider that the grounds for
the extension of the examination to High Schools are stronger than the
grounds for its abolition. ;

775.—Government are considering the question of putting the Middle
English School boys on the same footing as High School boys by extending
the examination to the latter.

Re. the Middle School Leaving Certificate and Scholarship Examina-
tion
Basu HARENDRA NARAYAN CHAUDHURI asked :

776. (a) Has the attention of Government been drawn to an article

under the caption %4 %7 #4151 on page 4, column 3 (continued on page 9,

column 1) of Fanashakti published on 17th November 1937 ?
() If so, will Government be pleased to state what steps, if any,
they propose to take in the matter ?

777. Isit a fact that the Middle School Leaving Certificate and
Scholarship Examination has proved to be of no practical value specially
in so far as the Middle English Schools are concerned ?

778. Will Government please state the reasons why the system of such
examinations is being maintained ? :

779. Is Government aware that by such examinations the students and
guardians are put to hardship and troubles ?

780. Do Government propose to retain the system of such examina-
tions ? Ifso, do Government propose to include the boys of class VI of
High English Schools amongst the cxaminees ?

Tre Hon'BLE SHAMS-UL-Urama MauLana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied :

776. (a) & (b)—The hon. member is referred to the answers given
to Maulavi Mabarak Ali.

777.—No.

778.—Because the examination has been very useful and wvery popular.

779.—No. All examinations cause < trouble > to students but that
is no reason for their abolition.

780.—The question is under consideration.

Re. Special provision for the education of the Backward Tribal
people
Srrur RUPNATH BRAHMA asked :
781. Will Government be pleased to state— :

(a) Whether Government have been spending any money specially
for the education of any particular classes ol people ?

(b) If so, what are those classes of people and the amount spent for
them annually ?

(¢) Whether Government is aware that the Backward Tribal people
of the plain districts are educationally the most backward people
in the Province ?

(d) Whether Government propose to make speci
education of these Backward Tribal peopls of the pl
on special consideration ?

al provision for the
ain districts,
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TuE Hon’BLE SHAMS-UL-UrLAMA Mauvrana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied :

781, (a) & (b)—The question is somewhat vague. Government
spends money on the education of all classes of the community. If the hon.
member will mention the particular class or classes to which he refers the
information will be collected.

(¢)—They are undoubtedly among the most backward.

(d)—Government are considering the possibility of earmarking a
certain proportion of the provision of Rs.50,000 for primary education in
the current year’s budget for schools in areas inhabited by backward people.

Inclusion of the Assam Acts in B.L. Course of the Calcuita Univer-
sity
Srijur MAHI CHANDRA BORA asked :

782. Isit a fact that Assam Land Revenue and Assam Tenancy Acts
are not._made a subject for study by the Calcutta University in the B.L.
course ?
4 783. Do Government propose to move the University so that the Assam

students may study the Assam Acts instead of Bengal’s Laws and Acts on the
subject in their degree course ?

Tue Hon’nLe Suams-uL-Urama Maurana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied :

782.—Yes.

783.—Now that the hon. member has raised the question Government
will examine the position and, if necessary, consult the University regarding
the possibility of a revised law course for Assam students.

Re. scale of pay of the teachers of the recognised Middle English
Schools

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE asked :
784. Will Government l)q pleased to state—
(a) The scale of pay laid down by Government for the teachers of
recognised Middle English Schools ?
(b)) How many of the Middle
prescribed scale of pay to their teachers ?
1"1;11{13 Hon’BLE SHAMS-UL-ULaa MauLAna ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
rephlied @ ¢
P 784. (a)—No scale has been laid d
English Schools. The only scale lai
Schools.
b)—Does not arise,

English Schools are actually offering the

own for teachers of recognised Middle
d down isfor Aided Middle English

Number of Muhammadans

L in classes I and II of the Assam School
Service and in the ¢

adre of Sub-Inspectors of Schools

Mauravi ABDUL BART CHAUDHURY asked ;
785. Will thF: Hon’ble Minister in charge of Education please state—
(i) What1s the total number of Deputy Inspectors and Sub-Inspectors

of Sclm(_)ls in cach of the two Inspectors’ circle in Assam and how
many of ther are Muhammadans ?
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(it) Whatis the total number of Head Masters and Assistant Head
Masters in the High English Schools in Assam and how many
of them are Muhammadans ?

(#ii) The number of posts, the Muhammadans are entitled to in each
of these cadres according to their numerical strength ?

Tue Hon’BLE SHAMS-UL-ULaMA Maurana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied :

785. ({)—Assam Valley Surma Valley and Hill
Districts. Districts.
Deputy Inspectors Sub-Inspectors ~ Deputy Inspectors Sub-Inspectors
13 26 9 244- 3  vacant.
Muhammadans 2 6 2 14
(ii)—Headmasters Assistant Headmasters
19 20
Muhammadans 3 2

(iii)—The appointments to the posts of Deputy Inspectors, Headmasters
and Assistant Headmasters are filled by promotion from within the Assam
School Service and hence the question of communal representation in these
cadres dees not arise. The question of separate representation of communi-
ties does not arise also in the case of appointment to the posts of Sub-Inspec-
tors which do not constitute a separate service.

Re, Improvement of Middle English Schools
Mg, BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE asked :

786. Do Government propose to enquire into the financial and aca-
demic condition of Middle English Schools in the province in near future
with a view to suggesting ways and means for the improvement of Middle
English Schools, so that the education imparted in thess Schools may be of
actual benefit to the poor rural public of the province whom they are serv-
ing at present ?

Tue Hon’BLE SuAaMs-UL-ULAMA MAULANA ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied :

786.—Government see no need for a financial enquiry. The financial
condition of the Middle English Schools is well known, but to give the
Middle English Schools of Assam the grants to which they would be entitled
under the grant-in-aid rules would involve an addition to the grant-in-
aid allotment of about 21} lakhs a year.

As regards an academic enquiry Government have agreed to appoint a
Committee to examine the curricula.

Inclusion of Biology as a subject in the Government Collezes of
Assam

Mavravi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY asked':

787. Are Government aware that the Universi i
1 ersity of Calcutta has decid-
ed to reduce the theoretical course of the Medical College by one year for

those students who will b e : 4
adifitenal subjcei® pass the I.Sc. Examination with Biology as an




-788. If the answer to the question 787 above is in the affirmative do
Government contemplate to indroduce the study of Biology in the Murati--
chand and Cotton College immediately to provide similar facilities to the'
Assam students intendingto enter the Medical College ? :

THE HoN’BLE SI'{A._MS-.UL—ULAMA Maurana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied :— .. g ‘

787.—The hon. member is not quite correct. Under the proposed
new regulations the course of study for the M.B. will be reduced to 5 years
and if students have not taken Biology at the I.Sc. they must study the
subject for six months and pass an examination in it.. This courss in
Biology can however be taken along with the other pre-clinical medical
studies and hence the oaly advantage which a student attains by passing in
Biology at the I.Sc. in that ke has not got to _Ppass an examination in the
subject during his first two years of the medical course. Some students
rmay however find it difficult to take Biology pari passu with the other pre-
clinical subject and may lose a year.

788.—Government are anxious to provida facilities for the teaching of
Biology in both the Colleges and will do so as soon as funds permit,

Re Industrial; Agricultural and Health Exhibition held at Habiganj
BABU SHiBENDRA CHANDRA BISWAS asked:

789. (a) Is Government aware that an Industrial, Agricultural and
Health Exhibition was held at Habiganj in March last ? ! .

B! (b) Ifso, will Government be pleased to state if any contribution
was made by Government out of the Provincial Fund ? - :

(¢) If the answer to (4) aboveis in th? aﬂirmnuxc, will Govern-
ment please state () the amount. of contribution and (i) to whom the
amount was made over ? _ : 2

790. Isit a fact thata General Committee and Executive Committes
were formed at a public meeting, consisting of both officials and non-
officials, with the Subdivisional Officer, and the Inspector of Agriculture,
Habiganj, as its President and S(icrc.ta.ry respectively, for the management
and conduct of the affairs of Ehc Exhibition ?

791. (a) Has the attention of _Govcrnment been drawn tro _the reports
regarding the Exhibition, published in the local ~ Weekly Muk#, dated the
3rd March 1937 and the 10th March 1937 ? . e

i (b) Ifso, has Government made any enquiry for ascertaining the
truth of the allegations madec in the reports ? o

(¢) 1l the answer to question 791 (b) above is in the affirmative,
will Government please state () by whom the enquiry was made and-
(i) the result of the enquiry ?

792. (a) Has the attention of. Governmznt b22n drawn to the Resoly-
tion of a I;_\u.blicpmceting held on the 10th March last, in connection with
the Exhibition ! ) ;

(b) Ifso, will Government please state if any enquiry was held
on the allegz}tions contained in the Resolution, espg:cia_lly with regard e
(i) squandel:mg Of money s a}I;stcmcﬂt_Sl of objectionable character,
(i7) realisation o i from the muffussil people by undue pressure put
Surpunches ! ; s
() If the answer to question 4 .(b) is in the aff
Government please state the result of the enquiry ?

upon the : .
rmative, will
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793. Will Governmént please 1 h i
+h : ) ay on the table a statement showing
(:_5 I‘Pe:ﬁ{)cts sf'glx;sté;cia ]i}zrpose of the Exhibition from (i) Government grant,
; ptions, (iii) Sale of tickets and (iv) other sources, if an
d th > Y
an t79f; 1ttI:m_s of ;:xpex;ldﬂures and the amount spent thereon ?
. Isit a fact that in i ]
affairs of the Exhibition, and I;?S?fgm%ht: = c.";(())ml:nluct o ;hc wticlegcoure 2 :
either of the Executive Committee, or of tll?le gGa;:IIrll;?:I tC?)l;fl?I?'ttn e
called P > ittee was ever
795. Is it a fact thata i i i .
E Do et oo 150h Septobor SRR S
796. Is it a fact that a statement of r;:cei i
: L receipts and expenditures was sub-
El;ti‘;?dtgt;?ecm:::egmg and a Sub-Committee was formed for scrutinising
797. Will Gov.crnment lease la h b
B i Sub Gt e D P y on the table a copy of the report of
798. Will Govcrpme.nt be pleased to state—
(agoglf; ftlzbgc subscriptions were realised by issuing printed receipt
urpunches and other persons ?
(b) The total number of such receipt books issued ?
((2)) :faf aél _tf_hc rccei}ft books so issued were collected ?
nd if not, why not ?
(e)o fgﬁf lh,c Subscriptions were received both in the Subdivisional
cer’s Office and by the Secretary of the Exhibition ?
(f) The total_-sum of money, showing separately, so received ?
(¢) If any register of account of the money 5o received, was kept in
the Subdivisional Officer’s Office ?
(k) With whom such register was kept ?
(i) Ifitis a fact that such register was not produced before the
Sub-Committee as mentioned in question 796 ?
(j) If so, the reasons for such non-production ?
(k) Ifitis a fact that the said register is now missing ? P
(1) In whose custody the subscriptions received in the Subdivi-
y P
sional Officers’s Office, used to be kept ?
(m) If it is a fact that tickets issued for sale in amusement

no printed number ?
(n) If it is a fact that the tickets did not bear the name of the press

in which they were printed ?
(o) Whether family tickets were issued ?
() If so, the number thereof, and to who
(9) Whether such family tickets bore any
(r) Whether such family tickets weie prin
press ?

799. (a) Is it a fact that a Company kno
Express Company ” was engaged to arrange,
items of the programme of the Exhibition ?

(b) If so, what were those items ?

800. (V\;ill (I;J'ovemment please state— ~ di
a) wheth 1l teciin
regolis Eoll) er any tender was called for the purpose, and accep
(b)' If so ,by whom such tender, if any, was accepted ?
801. Will Government please state—

( "het
(a) Whether English D i
the programme of the Ethbition ?ancc S

s bore

m they were issued ?
serial number ?
ted, and if so, in which

wn and styled as ‘ Bengal
supply and organise some

were included in
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(b) If so, will Government please state—
() If these were undertaken by the said Company ?

(11) Whether any contract was made with that Company for
these items ?

(1) What was the amount of the contract ?
(i). The person responsible for such contract ?

802. Is it a fact that the persons constituting the said Company were
relatives of the Secretary of the Exhibition ?

803. (a) Isita fact that legal notices have been.served upon the Exhibi-
tion authorities for non-payment of the dues ?

(b) If so, who are the person or persons served with such notices
and for what amount ?

804. Isit a fact thata large number of exhibits sent in the exhibition
were found missing ?

805. Is it a fact that legal notices have been served, claiming
compensation fur such loss ?

806_. .Will Government please state who are responsible for the loss of
the exhibits ?

Tue Hon’BLE Mauravi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN replied :

789, (a) and (b)—VYes.

" (¢)—Rupees 75 by the Director of Industries, Assam, to the
Prcs_ldent of the Exhibition Committee. Rupees 100 by the Director of
Agriculture, Assam, to the Subdivisional Officer, Habiganj.

In addition the Deputy Commissioner, Sylhet, and the Subdivisional
Officer, Habiganj, gave Rs. 400 each from the Government of India’s Village
Uplift Grant,

790.—Yes.

791, (a)—Yes.

(6)—No,

(€)—Does not arise.

792. (a)—The hon member is presumabl ferri i
: ! presumably referring to the meetin
held under his own Presidency. If so, the answer is in the affirmative, 2

(b)—No.
(¢)—Does not arise.

793, A statement is laid on the takle.




Cash account of the Agricultural, Endustrial, Health, Art and Cattle
Exhibition held at Habiganj from 1st to 10th March 1937

Receipts Expenditure

‘Ra. a. p-
1. From provincial Rs. a. p. Printing charges o 47 4 170
revenues vt 175 0 0
Postage o . 114 0 O
1. Government” 2. From Rural Up-

grants. lift grant. 800 0 0 Stationery .. - 2:5 0
2, Public subscription irs .. 6,437 14 © Lights (Kerosine) o 39 0 0
3. Sale of tickets .. oh . 1,601 0 0 Pay of Clerks and Peon 4 8 o
4. Other sources .. s .. 397 8 0 Constructionofstails .. 2,186 1 6
: —————— Deccorations .. 145 6 o0

Total . .. 9411 6 6 Conveyance of Miscel-
Jancous articles e 57T 5 0
Miscellaneous o 37 9 6
Drinking water o 914 0
Sweepers o v 2 4 0
Jatra o vy o o ©
Theatre & 75 0 O
Kabigan .. .. 205 0 0
Advertsement 2 Is 0 0
Sports oe -+ 248 1 3
Scouts and Volunteers 100 10 3
Bengal Express Limited 5,133 7 3

Passage expenses  of
exhibitors T 47 15 O
Txhibits e o 69 10 9
Manipuri dance .. 140 0 o
Prize = .. 357 0 o
Magic il - 3.0 o
Physical demonstration 60 0 0
Cattle food .. oo 22 2 0
8,999 7 6
Cash balance . 411 14 6
9411 6 O

794.—A Committce meeting was held during the carly part of the
Exhibition (4th March 1937), and members were consulted individually from
time to time,

795—799.—Information has been called for.

800. (2)—No.

(b)—Does not arise.

801.—Information has been called for.

202.—The Managing Dircctor (Mz. P. C. Das) of the Company is a
relation of the Secretary.

803. (a)—VYes, one notice only. -

(b)—The Sccretary of the Exhibition, for a sum-of Rs.3,515
approximately.

804.—Some of the articles were stolert,

805.—Only one legal notice appears to have been received by the
Secretary.

PEI_s(giﬁ.u—'I%c respotisibility cannot be fiked on aty particular person ox



Re annual sports tournament of the boys of Middle English
Schools st '

MRr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE asked :

807.(a) Is Government aware that boys from Middle English Schools
in each subdivision are compelled to take part in the annual sports tourna=-;
ment irrespective of the firancial solvency of the schools ?

5 (b) If so, does Government propose to instruct the inspecting officers
in cach subdivision to exempt those schools which are not financially in a
position to join such tournaments ? :

808. Will Government be pleased to state—-

(a) Whether they provide any funds to the Inspecting officers of
cach subdivision for these tournaments ?

,(b) If so, will Government be pleased to state how this fund is uti-
lised by such officers ?

THE HoN’BLE SHAMS-UL-ULAMA MAuLANA ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied :

807.(a)—No.
(b)—Does not arise.
808.(a)—No.

(b)—Does not arise.

Re the principle adopted in the recruitment of ministerial staff

Mavravi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY asked :

802. Will Government please state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that a competitive examination was held res
cently in order to select some candidates to fill up some vacan-
cies at the office of the Deputy Commissioner, Sylhet ?

(%) Iti: 50, wal‘ Govern}nent please give out the names of the success-
ul candidates with the respective marks they secured and with

nationality and home subdivision of each of the successful
candidate ?

810. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) The pl‘incip]e underlying t . b : :
the offices of the Hy g the recruitment of ministerial staff in

eads of Departments in Assam ?
& ‘t}flelt)}::cra:? ancies 1n the ministerial establishment of the Heads
ders ?p ments are filled up by direct recruitment from outsi-

(¢) \Ntﬁefher by promotion from amongst the experienced hands in
T }Tlr fespective subordinate offices ?
(d) If the answer to question 810(b) is in the affirmative, will Govern-

ment be pleased to st . : Y
: ate why experi
offices are debarred f y experienced hands in subordinate

811. If the answer to question
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¢ 812. If recruitments in the offices of Heads of Departments are made
by both the methods indicated in question 810 (4) and 810 (¢), do Govern-
ment propose to consider the desirability of enforcing some hard and fast
rules of recruitment by promotion from subordinate offices ?

Tue Hon’BLE Mauravi Saryio S MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
geplied :

809.(a)—Yes.

(b)—Government are not prepared to supply the information which is
not of public interest. The examination was merely the Deputy Commis-
sioner’s private method of testing and selecting candidates for clerkships and
was not prescribed.

810.(a)—In making appointments, cndeavour is made to recruit from
cach community in accordance with the percentages prescribed by Go-
vernment for the various communities, provided that qualified candidates are
available.

(b) & (c)—When vacancies occur in the upper grades, office promo-
tions are generally given, and in the resultant vacancies in the lower grade,
outsiders are taken in. In order to strengthen offices, recruitment of expe-
rif%ncm)i hands is occasionally made from other offices (including subordinate
offices).

(d)—Clerks of subordinate offices are not debarred by any rule from
getting appointments in the offices of the Heads of Departments.

811.—A statement is laid on the table.
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. b . necessi-
812.—The present system is working well, so Gover nment sees no =
ty to change it. o

Re appointment of the Head Clerk in the office of the Working Plan
Officer

Mauzavi MD. MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY asked :

813. Will Government please state whether it is a fact that an_outsider
is officiating as Head Clerk in t'lplc office of the Working Plan Officer of
the Forest Department of Assam ? - 3 :

814. If tch answer to the above question is in the afﬁrm}zlltwc; *Wlll
Government please state why an outsider has been appointed when  there
are other clerks in the Divisional cadre of the Forest Department getting
less pay than the Head Clerk of the Working Plan Office ? -

815. Will Government please state whether any experienced Divisiona
clerk prayed for transfer to the said post?

T Hon’BLE SHAMS-UL-ULAMA Maurana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied: - ;

813.—Yes.

814.—The reasons are as follows :—

First, the outsider is drawing less pay than a clerk of the Divisional
Officer would have drawn. Secondly, a senior clerk was not required for the
ppost, since the work can be supervised by the Conservator’s Office.  Thirdly,
there was saving of transfer travelling allowance which would have been
incurred, had a clerk of the Divisional Office been appointed. Fourthly, dis-
location of.work in the Divisional Office was avoided.

815.—Yes, one such clerk applicd, but that was after the post had been
filled up.

Opening of cultivable’ lands of the Forest reserves for setile-
ment

Basu KALACHAND ROY asked : g
816. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Forests be pleased to state—
(a) The number of Forest reserves in the district of Cachar ?
(b) The acres of land available for cultivation in the Forest reserves
" (showing the figure of cach ressrve separately) ?

817. Will Goveriment be pleassd to stat> the number of petitions
from the people of Cachar received during the last 3 years for the scttlement
of cultivable land of the Forest reserves ?

818. Do Government propos: to open for scttlement to the pzople of
Cachar the cultivable lands of “Lakhicherra, Kalarhaor, Tulartal, Zamira
and Sonai Forest Reserves of the district ?

819. Do Government propose .to open some ° Tila land ** for fruit
cultivation in suitable portions of Reserved Forests ? '

repli'nzI;iH‘la HoN’BLE Suams-uL-Urama MAuLaNa ABU NASR MD. WAHEED

816. (a) & (b)—A statement is laid on the Library table.

; 8t17_£Asta Scparate account of the applicatioas referred to has not been
maintained, 1t 1s not possible to supply the information required without the
expenditure of much time and labour. '

818 & 819.—The reply

is in the negative.

o
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Re¢ Deputy Conservator of Forests, Jorhat.
Srijur KRISHNA NATH SARMAH asked :

820. Is it a fact that since his arrival at Jorhat, the present Deputy
Conservator of Forests now posted there is compelling the clerks to work from.
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. and also on holidays and Sundays—and the clerks (mostly
Hindus) had to work throughout the whole of the puja holidays including
the day of Bijoya-Dashami ?

821.(a) Is it a fact that the present Deputy Conservator of Forests,
Jorhat, is senior to the present Conservator Mr. C. G. M. Mackarness ?

(8) If so, why the latter was allowed to supersede the former ?

822. Is it a fact that the promotion of the present Deputy Conservator
of Forests, Jorhat, has been permanently stopped as he quarrelled with late
Mr. Milroy, the then Conservator of Forests, Assam, and also with Mr. J. H.
Crace, the then Political Officer of North East Frontier Tract ?

823. Isit a fact that this officer quarrelled with Rai Bahadur P. G.
Mukherjee when the former was the Divisional Forest Officer and the latter
was the Deputy Commissioner of the Goalpara district ?

824. Isit a fact that Government ordered realisation at Rs.50 per
mensem from this officer being bungalow rent of a Forest Bungalow in
Goac.llpa;ra Division some years back, which sum this officer purposcly try te
evade ?

825. Is it a fact that the Goalpara Test Audit revealed that this officer
incurred some heavy and unnecessary expenditures there ?

826. Will Government be pleased to state why he has been transferred
to Jorhat ?

Tue Hon'BLE SHAMS-UL-ULAMA MauraNna ABU NASR MD. WAHEED

replied.
820.—No.
821.(a)—Yes.

(6)—Government arc not prepared to disclose the reasons which are

of a confidential character.

822.—No.

823.—Government have no information, nor, as explained on past
occasions, are they prepared to discuss the personal character of their officers
on the floor of the House.

824.—No. After the headquarters of the Goalpara Division were
transferred to Kochugaon, this officer questioned the payment of the full
rent of the bungalow there as part was used as a Rest House. Government
subsequently ordered realisation at the rate of Rs.25 per mensem.

. 825.—The audit revealed several instances of irregular and unautho-
rised expenditure.

826.—The officer has been transferred in the interests of the public
BCIVICC.

Re realisation of money by the Forest Department

Basu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked :

827. Will Government please state why no replies to my questions
about forest grievances admitted in the last Budget session of the Assembly,
did not come even on the last day of the Budget session of the Assembly
(1st September)?
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828. Isit a fact that th

e Forest officers in the province, specially of the
Sunamganj

Subdivision realise money from the people, for all timber f:c'nu'nd
adrift, beached, stranded or sunk, which are exempted f{rom the - provision
of section 43 of the Assam Forest Regulation, 1891, and according to rule 8
under section 48 of the Assam Forest Manual, 1891 ? S

829. Will Government please lay on the table a statement ' showing the
valuation of timber or other forest produce granted during the last “five
years, free of royalty or at a favourable rate of royalty to each district of
the province, for the constructions of bqlldlngs to be used by p1.1b11c. for
religious and educational purpose according to rule 8 under section 32(a)
of the Assam Forest Regulation, 1891 ? T

830. Will Government please lay on the table a statement showing t{_ c
areas of unclassed State forests in the province, leased out to mlddlilmm or
cultivation according to settlement under the Assam Land and Revenue
Regulation, 1886 and under the settlement rules ? :

- 831. Do Government propose to exempt people from double paymen
of royalty, abolishing the import duty on forest produce ? .
832. Are Government aware that there is ‘a strong feeling against the

house tax of Rs. 2-8 on forest produce imported from the Khasi Hills, the
quantity being insufficient ?

f e How'sos SaMs-UL-ULAMA MAULANA - ABU NASR MD.
WAHEED replicd - ' '
... :827—For want of time.

~Pails—Lor. 329 starred and 1,841 unstarred questions
were answered during the session, which imposed a heavy strain on the
Secretariat. . . :

T 828.—No.
829.—A statement is given below : : :
- L * Value of timber
Name of Iorest Division :

or other Forest
Froduce gran-

ted
Rs.
Kamrup s 12,620
Haltugaon o 1,166
Sibsagar 1,743
Sadiya 760°
Kachugaon .., st 1,788
Lushai Hills .. 32
Garo Hills 983
Cachar 1,181
Lakhimpur .., 2,235
Nowgong sig, el 788
Khasi and Jaintia Hills ... 328
Sylhet - 101
Darrang i s o " 4,368
Total o 28,093
830.—The inform

i ation i ailable.
middlemen and w} lon is not av e

It is impossible to say who are
10 are not, without underta
years of labour.

king local enquiries involving,

Y is levied only on forest produce imported from
Khasj ia Hills, - The rats 1o half of the
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_Amount contributed to Government Colleges, the Assam Sahitya
% : 3 Sabha, etc. !

~ Sryjur MAHI CHANDRA BORA asked

833. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) The amount contributed annually to the Cotton College, Gauhati,
and to the Murarichand = College, Sylhet, respectively for main-
taining the College libraries ?

(b) The amount of Government grants received by the following
institutions, namely :—(1) Assam Sahitya Sabha, (2) Kamrup
Anusandhan Samiti, (3) Historical and Antiquarian studies of*
Gaubhati ?

Tueg Hon’sLe SHAMs-uL-UrLama Mavrana ABU NASR MD.
WAHEED replied :

833. (a)—The amounts allotted to the College librarics vary from year
to year buton an average Rs. 2,400 is allotted to the Cotton College and

Rs. 2,200 te the Murarichand College.
(b)—The grants to the Assam Sahitya Sabha and the Kamrup
Anusandhan Samiti have varied very much from year to year according to
the financial: condition of the province. In the current year’s budget there’
is provision for a grant of Rs. 600 to the Sahitya Sabha and of Rs. 1,960 to
: the Anusandhan Samiti. The Department of Historical and Antiquarian’

Studies is a Government Department the cost of which during the current
year has been ‘budgeted for at Rs. 5,900. R

. — Re Historical and Antiquarian Studies, Gauhati
" Sryur MAHI GHANDRA BORA asked :

834. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) Whether the Histqrical and Antiquarian Studies at Gauhatiis a
. Government institution ? = '

(b If not, will Government be pleased to state its relationship with
this institution ?

Tue HonBLE SuaMs-uL-Urama Mavrana ABU NASR  MD,
WAHEED replied : ;

834. ‘(a)—The Department of Historical and Antiquarian Studies is a
Government institution.
- ++ - +(h)—Does not arise.

7 Re Supply of free tiffin to School boys
Mauravi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY asked:

835. Will Government please state why the general health of the school
boys in Assam is gradually deteriorating ? |

836. Is it a fact that most of the boys do not take any tiffin during
school hours. 2 : ring
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837. Has the attention of Government been drawn to a resolution
passed in the last session of the Surma Valley Students’ Association for
placing funds at the disposal of the school authorities for providing free mid-
day tiffin to the boys ?

838, Do Government propose to provide fundsin the next financial
year for supplying free midday tiffin to the boys in the Secondary Schools
in Assam ?

; True HoN’BLE SHAMS-UL-UrLAMA MAurLANA ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied ;

835.—So far as Government is aware the general health of school boys
in Assam is improving, not deteriorating.

836.—Many boys do not take tiffin.

837.—No.

838.—No.

Re Government Schools, Aided Schools and Private Schools of Assam
and grant-in-aid to Patharia-Chhotalikha High School

Basu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked :

839. Will Government please lay on the table a statement showing the
number of Government High Schools, Government Aided High Schools
and Private High Schools which have reccived University affiliation in
the province ?

., 840. Will Government please state (a) whether any distinction is made
in determining efficiency among these three classes of schools ?

(8) If not, why some of the private schools with University affiliation
have not been granted any aid ?

841. Will Government please state why grant-in-aid has not been given
to the Patharia-Chhotalikha High School in the Karimganj subdivision ?

842. Was a grant of Rs.38 per mensem given when this institution was
a Middle English School ?

l"I;lHE Hon’sLE SHAMS-UL-ULAMA MAuLANA ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied ; '

839.—Twenty-two Government High Schools, 63 Government Aided
Schools and 24 Private Schools.

840. (a)—The question is not understood. The schools are all treated
alike as regards inspection and examination,
(b)—For want of funds it is not possible to give grants to all the
private High Schools affiliated to the University. ;
851.—A grant of Rs.100 per mensem has been sanctioned for this school
with effect from 1st November 1937. -
842.—No.

Re Privileges to the persons of Assam Educational Service, class I

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE asked :

843. Isita fact that the Lee Commission recommiended the replacement
of the I E.S. on its gradual abolition by a Superior Provincial Educational
Service ?

If so, isclass ! 0'[: the Proviacial Educational Service created by the
Assam Government in fulflment of that recommerdation ?
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844, Does it compare favourably in matters of pay, with similar services
in other provinces ?

845. Do the members of this new service enjoy the same official status
and privilege ?

846. Do Government propose to take steps so that in all cases in which
All-India Service officers are to be replaced by corresponding Provincial
Service officers the latter retain the same status and privileges, etc., as enjoyed
by the services replaced ?

l_'I;;«IE Hon’BLE SuaMs-uL-Urama Mavrana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied :

843.—The replies to both parts of this question are in the affirmative.

844.—The scale of pay is practically the same= as that in force in the
Central Provinces but less than that in some of the larger provinces.

845.—Presum1bly the hon. member is referring to the official status
and privileges of the Indian Educational Service. If so, the answeris that
the Assam Educational Service has not the same status and privileges as the
Indian Educational Service.

846.—This is not understood. Officers appointed by the Secretary of
State have certain privileges which this Government cannot give to the
officers of a Provincial Service. For example the salaries of officers appoint-
ed by the Secretary of State are not voted by the Assembly and such officers
cannot be dismissed except by the Secretary of State.

Re Forest Reserves in Cachar

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA asked :

847. Will Government be pleased to lay on the table astatement
showing— )
(i) Names and number of Forest Reserves in Cachar ?
(i1 ) Cultivable waste land under each reserve ?
(iii) Arca of land under occupation of forest villagers in every reserve
and the number of houses thereon reserve by reserve ?

Tue Hon'BLE SHAMs-UL-ULAMA MauLANA ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied :

847. (i) (i) and (iii)—A statement is laid on the Library table.

Criticisms on certain Text-books passed by the Text Book
Committee

Sryut JOGES CHANDRA GOHAIN asked :

848. (.a.) Has the attention of Government of Assam bcgn drawn
to the criticism on the text-book ® The Jorhat Method p Rea.d-er' Reader
I—Class IIE: published by Messrs. Blackic and Sons (India) Limited, under
tgc g%[gﬁltil r_lsgg:l}z’l_flopchana * appeared in the Assam-Banti in its issue of
tnhe pri :

(&) 1If so, “:ill Government be pleased to state the following—
(i) The name of the author of the above text-book  The
Jorhat Method Reader > ?
(#7) The actual price of the said hook ?
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{ii1) In which session: of the Text Book Committee the said
book was approved as a text-book, and who were the
members present in the said sitting of the Com-
mittee ?

(¢) Who were the President and the Secretary of the Committee
at the time ? '

‘ (d) - Whether the errors, defects, and more specially the spelling
mistakes pointed out in the aforesaid issue of the Assam-Banti are facts ?

(e) Ifso, what steps, if any, are being taken in the matter with a
view to remove the said book from the list of the approved text-books ?

849. (a) Has the attention of Government been drawn to the criticism
on “ Bhugol-Path *’ by Srijut Sarat Chandra Goswami, Inspector of Schools,
‘Assam Valley Division, which appeared in the Dainik Batori in its issue of
the 3rd June 1937, under the caption “ Somalochana * ?

(&) If so, will Government be pleased to state—

: () How many copies of the above-named * Bhugol-path *
were printed, published and sold in each of its editions
separately from the first to the 14th edition ?

(i1) The names of the President and the Secretary, Assam
Valley Text Book Committee, when the book
¢ Bhugol-path ’ was approved as a text-book, and
those of the Inspector of Schools, Assam Valley
Division, and the Director of Public Instruction of
Assam, when the said book was included in -the list
of text-books ?

(#17) The date on which the text-books, viz., ¢ Bhugol-Darpan’
by Rai Bahadur Srijut Padmanath Gehain-Baruah,
¢ Bhugol-Siksha > by Rai Bahadur Srijut Kanaklal
Barua, ¢ Assamiya Lorar-Bhugol * by late Panindra-
nath Gogoi, and ° Bhugol-sar’ by late Nameswar
Sarmah, were removed from the list of the "approved
text books, and on what grounds, if any ?

_ (i) Whether the authors and the publishers of those books
were given any warning notice thercof ?

(v) If not, why not ?

(¢) What steps Government have taken or propss: to take in the
matter of a large number of spelling mistakes and bad printing pointed out
in the aforesaid ¢ Bhugol-path’ in the above-mentioned criticism of the
Batori ? : : :

: 850. Is it a fact that the price of ¢ Bhugol’ and ¢ Saral-Bhugol,” oné book

in two parts, is Re.1, viz., annas 12 plus annas 4 for the two parts ?

851. (a) Is it a fact that the price of the book is considered to be too
high ?

(b) If so, what steps are being taken in the matter ?

852. Will Government be pleased to state for how long * Sahitya-San-
graha’ edited by Rai Bahadur Srijut Padmanath Gohain Baruah was a texte
book for schools in the Assam Valley Division and from what year . it has
been removed from the list of the text-books for schools, and why. ?

853. (a) Isit a fact that ¢ Sahitya-Sangraha’ has now been reprinted
after making necessary corrections and its price also has peen reduced as
suggested by the Director of Public Instruction, Assam ?

y (6) If so, do Government proposz to include it in the list of the text-
beoks for scheols ?
(¢) If not, why not 2-
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854. Do Government proposs to appoint a small committee of ‘ckpcrts
to examine and compare the alleged ¢ Spelling-mistakes ”” and “ Bad-prin-
ting ” of *‘ Sahitya-Sangraha, ” and also those of the  Bhugol-path > as
pointed out by the Dainik Baitori in its issue of 3rd June 1937 ?

- 855. Will Government be pleased to place on the table one copy: of
cach of— 3
(1) Sahitya-Sangraha (11th Edition),
(2) Bhugol-path (14th Edition) and
(3) Bhugol and Saral-Bhugal (its latest edition) ?

Tue Hon'BLE SHaMs-UL-ULaMa Maurana ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied :
© 848. (a)—Yes.
() ()—Mr. G. A. Small. :
(u)—Reader I, annas nine, Reader I, annas ten ; Transla-
tion exercises, annas five ; Teachers’ Manual, Re.1-8-0, -
: (#i1)—While Mr. Small was Inspector of Schools, Assam.
Valley Circle, he experimented with a new method of teaching English
with the approval of the then Director of Public Instruction Mr. Cunning-
ham. The first books were in manuscript. M, Cunningham liked ‘the
method and got the books printed in the first instance by Government. .
When the method was found to be eminently successful Mr, Cunningham
included the books, with the approval of the members of the Text Book
Committee, under books on Experimental Methods for Teaching English. At
that time meetings of the. Text Book Committee were not held and .the
work of examining books was carried on by correspondence. The Series
consist of a Teachers’ Book, Reader I, Reader 1I and Translation Exercises. .
(¢)—The book was originally prescribed in 1925 when
Mr. Cunningham was the President and Mr. Small was the Secretary. The
Jommittee did not meet in those days. 'The work was done by correspon-
dence. :
(d)—No. :
(e)—Doces not arise. : .
849, (a)—Yes. 1
(b) (i)—Government have no 1{1formation,
(ii)—President—the late Rai Sahib D. Barkataki. .
Sccretary—the late Rai Sahib G. C. Barua. {
Inspector of Schools, Assam Valley Circle—the Iate Rai-
Sahib D. Barkataki.
Director of Public Instruction, Assam—Mr., e
Cunningham. : -
(#ii)—The exact dates are not a\:zulable.‘ The four books on
Geography mentioned were not in the list of Text Books of 1916, the first
list after the curriculum was revised. The only Geography hooks prescribed
for Assamese Schools according to the curriculum of 1914 were translations
of two Bengali books (by Rai Bahadur A. N. Adhikari and Babu J. R.

Mitra), till 1921, when Srijut S. C. Goswami’s Bhugol Path was first
prescribed.

() & (v)—It is neither the rule nor the i
authors that their books may be removed from the list ofp ;ﬁfgoﬁ wa:;x:
the curriculum was revised in 1914 the authors must have known that their
books did not follow the new curriculum. b4/
* (¢)—Government propose no further acti

v, ; 0 Xt

Beok Commiittee usually takes in such cases, on than winfitheilic
~ 830.~-No,



2585

851. (a)—The price is not too high.

(b)—Does not arise.

852.—1It was a text-book for over 30 years.

It was removed from 1935.

Because some articles in the book were out of date and required revision
in the light of modern knowledge : because the tenth edition contains certain
additions which were considered objectionable by the then Government and
because the book contained innumerable spelling mistakes.

853. (a)—The price has been reduced. But the necessary corrections
have not been made.

(6) & (¢)—In regard to this book, the following extracts ® from
the Proceedings of the Meeting of the Central Text Book Committee which.
met from 30th July 1937 to 2nd August 1937 is quoted for information of the
hon. member.

c * % * * L

3. Srijut Mohendra Nath Gohain brought up the subject of the Sahitya
Sangraha by Rai Bahadur Padma Nath Gohain Barua and Khan Sahib
Sayidur Rahman supported him.

The Director of Public Instruction explained how the book came to be
examined by members of the Text Book Committee ; and that all actions
were taken strictly on the opinions of members of the old Text Book Com-
mittee, namely, Srijut Nilmoni Phukan, Srijut Bipin Chandra Ghosh, Srijut
Ghanakanta Goswami and Srijut Mohi Chandra Bora.

The author appealed to the Government, and after a thorough exami-.

nation Government passed orders in their letter No.1734-E., dated 10th June
1935, that the 10th edition of the book was not fit to be prescribed and that
the author must bring out a revised edition (for which instructions were
incorporated in the letter) for consideration of the Text Book Committee.

It was pointed out that the so-called revised 11th edition was not a
new edition at all. From the specimen copies submitted to the Director of
Public Instruction, it was evident that the pages from 1 to 188 of the 10th
edition were bound, with a new print of page 189 and of the preface portion,
into a book and passed off as the 11th edition.

With a view to remove all misgivings on this subject, the Director of
Public Instruction made over all the connected papers with specimen copies
of the two editions of the book to Khan Sahib Sayidur Rahman, and asked
all the Assamese members of the Central Text Book Committee, except
Srijut S. C. Goswami, to study the papers and come to a finding. Their
unanimous report is quoted below :—

“We the Assamese members rf this Committee went through the whole
file regarding the exclusion of Sahtiya Sangraha very kindly placed at our
disposal by the Director of Public Instruction. We find that the author has
not fully carried out in the 11th edition of the book the irstructions cortain-
ed in Government letter No.1734-E., dated 10th Junc 1935, addressed to the
Director of Public Instruction ; the so-called revised edition being only a
replica of the 10th edition. For this reason the consideration of the book for
inclusion in the list could not be taken up under Government Orders. The
g}rei:tor of P_ubli}f: Instruction and the Inspector of Schools, Assam Valley

ircle, were in the circumstan ully justi i i i
of the book from the ::\ppro'«rcc(;esliit.Hy et e e R
N. Ahmed.

M. N. Gohain.

Sayidur Rahman.
Rameshwar Barua.
Abdur Rahman (. 1.)
A, Rahman (A.M.L.)”.
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854.—No. Thisis a matter for the Central Text Book Committee to
deal with.

855.—One copy of each of these books and also one copy of the Jorhat
Method Series are placed on the Library Table.

Re Government Pleader, Sylhet

MauLavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY asked :

856. Will Government please state whether the Government pleader of
Sylhet is a retainer for the Crown Criminal cases of the district of Sylhet ?

857. If the answer is in the affirmative, will Government be pleased to
state why, he is allowed to take private briefs in G. R. cases ?

858. If the answer to question 856 is in the negative will Government be
pleased to state the number of days in the years 1935 and 1936, the
Government pleader of Sylhet had to appear in Criminal cases ?

859. Will Government be pleased to state the daily fees for his appea-
rance in the Criminal cases and that of the fees of the Assistant Public
Prosecutors ?

860. Is it a fact that there had been some Crown Civil cases in which
the Government Pleader of Sylhet did not appear personally, but on these
dates, he was scen doing Crown Criminal cases ?

. 861. Will Government be pleased to state the number of the Civil Crown
briefs in which, the Pleaders other than the Goverament Pleader had to be
engaged in f:hc year 1935 and 1936 ?

862. Will Government be pleased to state the names of such Pleaders
with the number of cases in which they were engaged ?

THe HoN’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURLI replied :

856.—The Government Pleader, Sylhet, is a retainer for civil cases
He conducts criminal cases also, as he is ex-officio Public Prosecutor.

857.—He docs not ordinarily take private briefs in criminal cases. I.
in any case in which his services are not required by the Crown, he applies
for permission to take the brief for a private party, the Deputy Commissioner
may, in his discretion, give him such permission,

858.—1985 167 days.
1936 117 days.

859.—The hon. member is referred to rules 25, 26 and 27 of Chapter
IV of Part IT of the Law Department Manual and rule 31 of the same
Chapter of the same Manual which prescribe fees for Public Prosccutors and
Assistant Public Prosecutors respectively.

860.—No.
861.—1935 ] ¥ 4 cases.
1936 2 cases.
862.—1935 (1) Rai Bahadur Satis
Chandra Datta
in 8 cases.

(2) Babu Jogendra
Nath Chaudhuri

in one casc.

1936 o Babu Kumud
Behari Datta in
two cases.
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Provision of breeding bulls in Jorhat

Srrijur KRISHNA NATH SARMAH asked :

863. (a) Are Government aware that in the Titabar and Thengal
Mauzas in Jorhat subdivision all the indigenous bulls were castrated last
year ? -

(b) If so, has Government provided sufficiens number of breeding
bulls in those areas ? :

864. (a) Has the cattle improvement association in Assam produced any
tangible scheme for immediate action ? ;

(b) If so, will Government be pleased to submit the same before the
Assembly without further delay ? . ;

865. Do Government propose to consider before IEL_UI_I(}th any 1:\«'1_dc-
spread castration operation in any area, the ICSpOﬂSlblllty of providing
sufficient number of breeding bulls ? :

Tue Hon’ste MauLavi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN replied:

863. (9)—No. Only the weedy bulls which were offered for operation by
the owners were castrated by the Veterinary Department.

(6)—The information has been called for.

864. (a)—VYes.

(b)—A copy of the “plan of action” is placed on the Library table.
865.—Does not arise.

Rejection of certain books by the Text Book Committee

Sryjur RAJENDRA NATH BARUA asked :

866. Will Government be pleased to state how long a book called
“Sahitya Sangraha” by Rai Bahadur Padmanath Gohain Barua, a lllltcrf“'% :
pensioner of the Government of Assam, was a text-book in the High Schoo ;1 i

867. Will Government be pleased to state the reasons for rejecting this
book by the Text Book Committee ? fth

868. Will Government be pleased tostate the name of the aut’}}or 0 ;
text book known as “The Jorhat Method Rcadcrs”—‘-“Rcadcu 1> selecte
for the students of Class III by the Text Book Committce ? e =

869. (a) Is Government aware that the book cor}tan;s many mistakes I

(6) If not, do Government propose to enquirc ! ,

870. Has the attention of the (I}DOVcrnmcnt been drawn to an afr"ntc;:
gub}llishcd in the Dainik Batori of 30th May 1937, about the criticism 0

orhat Method Readers ? . :

871. Do Government propose to discontinue this book from the list of
text books ?

THE HoN’BLE SHAMs-uL-UramA MauLANA ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied :

866.—For over 30 years. :

867.—Because somz Z,r[,icles in the book were out of date and I:C_quu‘Ct'il_
revision in the light of modern knowledge ; bccaus-c the thth -Cdltloﬂ o
the book contained some additions which were considered objectionable by

the then Government : and because the book had innumerable spelling
mistakes, :

868.—Mr. G. A. S 11.
869.—(a) No,

() Does not arise,
870.—Yes.

871.—No. Because the criticisms were not justified.

-
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Re omission of Sahitya Sangraha in the list of Text Books

Srijur MAHI CHANDRA BORA asked :
872, Has the attention of Government been drawn to the article under
caption.of ‘== B3 =17 (¥a1fa” (whims of the Education Department)

and “7fs=) nae W= ‘W fasisly w6 wAIfs” (impropricty of the head
of the Education Department) ** written by Srijut Madhabchandra Bez-
baruah, 8. A., and which appeared in the “Dainik Batori” in its issue of the
4th May 1937 ? If so, what actions are being taken in the matter ?

873. Has the attention of Government been drawn also to the article
on the same subject, written by the same writer, under the
heading of * wifee; weay  st¥ famt ReyNy  wasA  (Sahitya.
Sangraha and vagaries of the Education Department)” published in the
““Assam Banti’ in its issue of the 30th April 1937, with slight difference in
contents from the above article of the ‘““Batori” and with a compromising
suggestive conclusion ? If so, what compromising steps, if any, are being
taken on the subject to bring the matter into a happy termination ?

874. Will Government be pleased to place on the table the following
documents in original or failing which the certified copies thereof ?

(@) Letter No.865, dated the 13th February 1935, from Ral
Bahadur Padmanath Gohain Barooah, M. R. A.s. (Lond.)
to the Director of Public Instruction, Assam, regarding
“Sahitya Sangraha".

(8) Letter of the Director of Public Instruction, Assam, No.4025
Ex. [IT—17 of 1935, dated the 4th March 1935, to Rai Baha-
dur Padmanath Gohain Barooah in reply to his above letter.

(¢) Petition No.866, dated the 8th March 1935, to the Hon’ble
Minister of Education regarding reinclusion of ¢ Sahitya
Sangraha ” in the approved list of Text Books. ©

(d) Letter No.1734-E., Education Department, dated the 10th
June 1935, from Srijut Nagendranath Phukan, B.L., Under-
Secretary to the Government of Assam, to the Director of
Public Instruction, Assam, regarding reinclusion of Sahitya
Sangraha.

(¢) Letter No.879, dated the 24th June 1935, from Rai Bahadur
Padmanath Gohain Borooah, M.r.A.5. (London), to N. N.
Phukan, Esq., B.L., Under-Secretary to Government of
Assam,

(f) Letter No.874, dated the 9th May 1935, from Rai Bahadur
Padmanath Gohain Borooah to the Secretary, Assam Valley
Text Book Committee.

(&) Copies of the questions and answers, both in main and supple-
mentary in interpellation at the Session of the Assam Legis-
lative Council held in September 1935. .

(A4) Copies of the questions and answers, both in main and supple-
mentary, viz. :—The main question No. 167 (a), (b) and (c)
asked by Rai Saheb Dalimchandra Borah and Srijut Mahen=
dranath Gohain, m.A., B.L., and the supplementary questions
asked by Khan Bahadur Keramat Ali, and Rai Bahadur
Brindaban Chandra Goswami, B.L., and the replies thercto
published in the Assam Gazette of the 6th November 1935,
Part VI, pages 1929-30 regarding reinclusion of * Sahitya-
Sangraha "', i
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(s) Representation No.905, dated the 22nd November 1935, submit-
ted by Rai Bahadur Padmanath Gohain Borooah, M.z.A.8.
(London), Government Special Literary Pensioner, to the
Hon’ble Minister of Education, Government of Assam, in
connection with above interpellation regarding reinclusion
of ¢ Sahitya Sangraha .

() The Demi-official letter dated the 12th February 1937, from
Rai Bahadur Padmanath Gohain Borooah to Mr. G. A.
Small, B.A., Director of Public Instruction, Assam, requesting
him to re-include * Sahitya Sangraha ” in a supplementary
list of approved Text Books for 1937-38.

(k) Telegram from Rai Bahadur Padmanath Gohain Borooah to
Director of Public Instruction, Assam (Reply paid), dated
26th February 1937.

(1) Telegraphic reply of the Director of Public Instruction, dated
27th February 1937.

(m) Demi-official No.3690, dated the 27th February 1937, from
Srijut 8. C. Goswami, Inspector of Schools, Assam
Valley Districts to Rai Bahadur Padmanath Gohain Borooah
Jg:ga]:ding omission of Sahitya Sangraha in the list of Text

0O0KS.

(n) Letter No0.3757-T., dated 1st March 1937, from Director

of Public Instruction, Assam to Rai Bahadur Padmanath
Gohain Borooah.

(o) Letter No0.951, dated the 19th March 1937, from Rai
Bahadur Padmanath Gohain Borooah to Director of
Public Instruction, Assam, regarding alleged spelling mis-
takes and bad printing of ¢ Sahitya-Sangraha .

(p) Letter No.10134-T., dated the 16th April 1937, from Dircctor
of Public Instruction, Assam, to Rai Bahadur Padmanath
Gohain Borooah refusing to point out the alleged spelling
mistakes.

Tur Hon’BLE SHAMS-UL-ULAMA MAuLANA ABU NASR MD. WAHEED
replied :— -

872 and 873.—Government have scen the articles. Government do not
propose to take any action. The hon. member is referred to the replies
given to the questions on the same subject asked by Srijut Rajendra Nath
Barua and Srijut Joges Chandra Gohain at this session of the Assembly.

874.—Government are not prepared to place this voluminous corres-
pondence on the table.

Re accounts of the Agricultural exhibition held at Habiganjin
March, 1937

Basu KARUNA SINDHUV ROY asked :

875 Will Government please state why no repli ions regardin
the accounts of the agricultu};al exhibition gcld at I;}Il:lsai?ag_]}mas?ﬂarcg, 19378;
admitted during the last Budget Session of the Assembly did not come cven
on the last day of the Budget Session of the Assembly ? (1st September.)
> 876. Was there not a strong protest made in a public meeting of the
citizens of the town of Habiganj and in the Sylhet district Krishak conference
held at Madhabpur on the 27th April, 1987, regarding this matter ?
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877. If so, what measures have been adopted by Government to satisfy
the public ?

878. Will Government please lay on the table the accounts in full, of
the said exhibition, substantiated by authentic vouchers ?

Tue Hon'BLE MAuLAvi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN replied :

875.—The replies were not ready in time.

876.—The reply to the first part of the question is in the affirmative, if
the hon. member is referring to the public meeting presided over by Srijut
Shibendra Chandra Biswas, M.L.A. As regards the second part Government
have no information.

877.—No enquiry was considered necessary.

878.—The hon. member is referred to the reply to question No.793
asked by Babu Shibendra Chandra Biswas at this Session of the Assembly.
Vouchers are not available within the time at the disposal of Government.

HON'BLE SPEAKER’S STATEMENT REGARDING POSITION OF

THE CHAIR IN RELATION TO THE EXECUTIVE GOVERN-
MENT

THE HonN’sre THE SPEAKER : I now procced to make my promised
statement on the questions which the other day Mr. Chanda aksed directly
concerning the position of the Chair in relation to the Executive Govern-
ment in regard to certain matters,

As, it is the last Conference of the Speakers and Presidents of some
of the Legislaturers in India belonging to the Congress Party that gave
rise to these questions, the first thing that I should clear up is, what was
that Conference about. It was really a meeting of some of the Presidents
and Speakers for m.utua] exchange of ideas on points and matters
relating to their duties as such, and was really held in view of the coming
conference of all the Presidents and Speakers to be held in Delhi in Jan-
uary next. The Conference in Delhi to be held in January is never a
Conference that is being convened by the Government of India. The
institution of Presidents’ Conference originated with Sir Frederick Whyte,
the first appointed President of the Central Legislative Assembly. How
and when the first Conference came to be held would appear from the
very words of Sir Frederick Whyte on a question put in the Assembly
on 2nd February 1925, with reference to the Conference of the President
of the Central Assembly with Presidents of Provincial Councils. I quote
his words :— !

“After his Excellency the Viceroy (then Lord Chelmsford) appointed
me to be President of the Legislative  Assembly, the then Secretary of
State (Mr. Montagu) discussed informally with me the scope of my work as
President.  In the course of our conversation he said that he though_t 1t
would be advisable for the President of the Legislative Assembly to estab-
lish friendly relations with his brother Presidents in the Provinces. A
few months after assuming charge of my present office I went on tour,
visiting three provincess in July and August 1921. I am glad to be able
to intorm the Assembly that I met with a most cordial reception ; and
partly asa result of conversations which I then had with my colleagues of
three provinces and partly as  a result of correspondence with the Presidents
in other provinces, I was encouraged to issue an invitation to all Presi-
dents to assemble in conference in Simla in September 1921. The pur-
pose of the Conference was and is to enable the Presidents to exchange,
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in full and free confidence, their experiences and the general results
of their work in their respective Chairs. The first conference in
Simla in September 1921 was so successful that the Presidents decided
unanimously to make it, if possible, an annual event. By these annual
meetings the Presidents have endeavoured to co-ordinate the procedure of
all the Indian Legislatures, and I am glad to have this opportunity of
declaring that I have derived the greatest profit from them. The procee-
dings of each Conference arc confidential. Neither the Government of
India nor any Local Government has any part in them.”

It would be seen from the statement quoted that the tours Sir Frede-
rick Whyte undertook to different provinces were undertaken with the
object of establishing friendly relation with his brother Presidents in the
Provinces, and this will indicate that this was considered as a business
connected with his duties as President of the Assembly. Mr. Patel, suc-
ceeded him as clected President of the Assembly and he too continued the
practice of visiting different provinces and holding annually the Conference
of the Presidents of the Legislatures in India. It is from all this that
Presidents of Provincial Councils adopted also the practice of such occasional
firiendly visits to one another with the same object which actuated Sir
Frederick to introduce the practice.

The practice of holding such a Conference at the instance of the Hon'ble
President of the Central Legislative Assembly was continued for some
years till the present Central Legislative Assembly came to be formed after
the last general election. The value of such Conference was realised by
every one of the Presidents of the Provincial Legislatures and it wasat
their desire that the Conference came to be an annual function. After the
inauguration of the present Constitution, it was felt by some of the Presi-
dents and Speakers of the Legislatures that the Conference should be revived,
and when I went to Calcutta i June last to meet the Hon’ble President
of the Bengal Legislative Council and the Hon’ble Speaker of the Bengal
Legislative Assembly, I had a discussion with them about the desirability
of such a Conference. It was in the month of July last that there was
an announcement in the newspapers that the Hon’ble Speaker of the
Madras Legislative Assembly would convene a Conference to be held
there in the month of August last. Assoon as I saw the announcement
I placed myself in communication with him and intimated to him that the
month of August would not suit my convenience, as this Assembly would
be in session then. In the meantime some of the Speakers and Presidents
wrote to the Hon’ble President of the Central Legislative Assembly
to call a Conference of the Presidents and Speakers and he agreed
to convenca Conference and caused letters to be issued by his Secretary
to the Secretaries of Provincial Legislatures, informing them that some
datesin early December had been fixed for the Conference. In reply to
such a letter received by my Secretary, the Secretary of the Central Legisla-
tive Assembly was informed that December dates would not suit me. After
the Hon’ble President of the Central Legislative Assembly decided to
convenc the Conference, one of the Hon’ble Speakers belonging to
the Congress made a suggestion to the Secretary of the All-India Congress
Committee that at the time of the last All-India Congress Committee
mecting in Calcutta it would be better if all Speakers and Presidents who
belonged to the Congress meetin Calcutta and discuss amongst themselves
the various points and matters touching their duties as Presidents and
Spcatkhcr: atr;ld settle points for the coming Conference in Delhi. The idea
was that the arrangements for holding the All-India Congress Committee
meeting _might be very conveniently and usefully availed of for holding
such a Conference. The Conference was held in the House of Mr. S. C.
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Bose, M.L.A,, in which Mahatma Gandhi was accommodated and was
the resort of all Congress leaders on the dates on which the  All-India
Congress Committee was being held. Mr. Bose’s house was then really
converted into a public place and he very kindly allowed his study to be
used for the Conference. The Conference was held on the 28th, 29th
and 30th October and had 5 prolonged sittings in closed doors, not even the
Personal Assistants to the Speakers being allowed any access. A Conference
of Speakers and Presidents must necessarily be a confidential one and even
the Press representatives were not to know anything even about the
gencral nature of the matters discussed in the Conference. Very important
points and matters have been discussed. Problems arising out of the
conduct of business in the Assemblies and Councils in the provinces are
morec or less of a like nature and the object with which the Presidents’
Conference first came into existance was certainly to evolve a uniform
policy for tackling them. The deleberations of the l_ast Conference had
kept that objective in view and whatever conclusions the Conference
arrived at will be placed before the coming bigger Conference in  Delhi.
Therfore my decision to visit Calcutta for attending the Conference
there was prompted by my sense of duty to take part in a business connect-
ed with the duties of the Speakers and Presidents of Legislatures. There
was also the special reason for mec to attend the Conference on account
of the fact that it would not have been possible for me to attend the Delhi
Conference if it was held in early December as previously intimated to us.
This fact was also mentioned to Government when a reference was made
informing them of my intention to go to Calcutra,

Now, ifa business be a business connected with the duties as Speaker
of the Assembly whether it was transacted at a public place or whether
the transaction of the business required the invitation and presence of all
the Presidents and Speakers of the Provincial Legislature is not a matter
of any moment. It was the spirit of comradeship that exists between those
Presidents and Speakers belonging to Congress, by reason of their political
faith, that prompted them to meet together and discuss matters in order
to be profited by mutual exchange of ideas for efficient discharge of their
responsible duties. There are no rules governmental or otherwise impo-
sing any restrictions upon the Speakers and Presidents in the matter of
their choosing the source from which they would seck illumination on
points that occur to them in the conduct of their business of the Legislatures.
It is too obvious again that the Speaker and President of a Legislature in
exercise of their power of reasonable judgment, are entitled to select the
source of knowledge and guidance, and therefore they have got the sole
right to decide what is a business connected with their duties, to
transact which they should undertake a journey to any place from
their headquarters or from the venues of their Legislatures.  The
President and the Speaker of a Legislature are free agents in this respect and
legitimately expect that they should get all facilities from Goyc.r{lmcut for
exccuting their intention to transact such a business. Really facilities offered
to the Spcaker and President in matters like these are facilitics offered to
the Legislature which is one of the two vital parts of the present Consti-
tution—Provincial Execcutive being the other. That was exactly the case
which (Government came to know from the copy of my order dated 23rd
October 1937 which was sent to them and to which the reply came on 26th
October 1937 in which practically my proposition stood admitted to be cor-
rect, and the objection on the ground that it was a _Confcrcncc held at a
private place and was invited b}’ a private organisation was raised. I have
shown that the question of a private place selected as the venue of the
meeting is of no moment and I have shown how the General Secretary of the
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Congress was induced to invite the Conference and need not say much to
show that it is also of no consideration that a Conference is called by a
private organisation except by saying that if the Congress or any other
organisation agreed to offer facilities for mecting together of Presidents and
Speakers or of some of them without claiming to take any part and really
taking no part in their deliberations, there can be no harm in the Presidents
and the Speakers availing themselves of those facilities.

Next the question is whether there are any rules by which the Speaker

and the President of the Legislature are required to obtain any sanction from
Government for undertaking a journey beyond the Province for transaction
of a business connected with the legislature. Here I am to point out to the
House that the audit authorities are to seec according to audit rules whether
the journey performed by the Speaker or the President was for any business
connected with the Legisiature and that if an objection is raised by the audit
authorities that the journey did not fall within the four corners of the audit
rules, an enquiry would naturally be m de from the Speaker or the President
as the case may be as to the circumstances under which the journey was
undertaken. A certificate from the Speaker or the President that the
journey was official is considered sufficient. This is also quite obvious from
the fact that the Speaker’s and the President’s travelling and halting allow-
ances are to be paid from the expenditure allotted for the Legislative Assem-
bly and the Legislative Council sanctioned by this House.

The audit authorities being empowered by rules to examine travelling
allowance bills, it is not perceived why there should be any distinction
between a journey within the province and a journey beyond the province
necessitating sanction from Government. For journcys within the province
no question of any sanction does arise. So if the Conference in question was
held in any of the other towns within the province, the question of private
conference, or of _thc Confcrcnec. being called by a private organisation,
or of the same being held at a private place would not have arisen and the
travelling and halting allowances would have bccré pa}llld without anzrl

qucstion of proprlct}’ or 1mpropncty bcmg raised. o there 13 no groun

for such a distinction between a journcy within the province and a journey

ince and Subsidiary Rule 13 to Fundamental Rule 17 at
b:écc’nciBt};;dPr::l:o item 1(a) of Appczdix I1 to the Fundamental Rules and
gubsidiary Rules page 192 to the Fundamental Rules and Subsidiary Rules,
do not warrant such a distinction. i

Rule 13 runs to this effect—“No Government servant (oth?r than police
officers acting within his legal powers or an excise officer acting under the
orders of the District Officer) is entitled to pay or allowances for any time he
may spend beyond the limit of his charge without proper authority.

Item 1 (a) of appendix II only describes that the Government Depart-
ments have been delegated with the authority to sanction beyond juris.
diction i.e., to sanction journeys in India under Subsidiary Rule 13, of
Executive Councillors, Members and Ministers, Secretaries to Gove,rn'-
ment, Heads of Departments and other officers under their ad.ninistrative
control to attend conferences, meetings and Committees.

II‘hq: 1ﬁrs_t thing to be taken note of is thatrule 13 and the appendix
apply only in the case of a Government Servant and that the President of
the Council has not beep ioned in th ; 2% R v :

f the President as th mentioned in the Appendix. There is no mention
& o the i $ the Head of a Department in the Appendix. ]
‘ n f:l a f:!e:ncc of a specific mention that the President of the Council
is the Head of a Department, the Speaker who can be described as his

successor in office, cannot be call
. : ed the Hea ent and therefore
no question of treating him as such ity d of a Departm
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Naturally therefore the question arises whether the Speaker is a Govern-
ment servant and Head of a Department requiring sanction from Govern-
ment. If Rule 13 is to be made applicable in the case of the Speaker, then
it will be seen that he will not even be entitled to his pay for the period he
would live beyond the province without proper authority. Then if Subsi-
diary Rule 13 is to be made applicable to the Speaker, then why not
numerous other rules of the Fundamental and Subsidiary Rules, which
prescribe various general conditions of Service for Government Servants ?

However, I at once say that the Speaker is not a Government servant and
cannot be so. He owes his position to this Hon’ble House which elected
him. If he isservant of any body, he is the servant of this Hon’ble House
(applause). His pay has been fixed by this House. Government servants in a
province belong to the Provincial Executive and the Speaker belongs to the
Provincial Legislature. Government servants are civil servants as described
in Chapter II of Part X of the Government of India Act. The Speaker is a
free agent, although drawing a salary from the Government. Under the old
consiitution the first President of a Council and the first President of the
Indian Legislative Assembly were appointed Presidents and each of them
.came within the category of a Government servant and even a special Fund-
amental Rule, viz,, rule 94A had to be framed to regulate the conditions,
leave and other matters incidental thereto of such a President and it is on
account * of this that Subsidiary Rule 13 might be made applicable in his
cate. It is therefore easily perceived that a reference to Government in
the: case of the appointed President of the Council for a journey beyond the
province became necessary and the practice of making such reference that
came thus into vogue was continued even after the Council had elected
presidents without taking notice of the fact that a difference between the
position of an appointed President and an elected President came into
existence. The point whether the elected President required any previous
sanction for journeys beyond the Province did not arise as orders were passed
as a matter of course. It is really on account of that old practice that a
reference to the Finance Departmentwas also made on the occasion in
question.  After the Council got an elected President, Subsidiary, Rule, 94 A
became unnecessary and had to be cancelled by the Government of India
as being inapplicable. It goes without saying that Subsidiary Rule 13
became ipso facto inapplicable in the case of an elected President, even if it
migzht have been applied in the case of an appointed President. -

Here it should be pointed out that the Fupdamcntal Rules are statutory
rules made by the Secretary of State in Council to regulate the pay, allow-
ances, leave and other conditions affecting the Civil Service in India under
section 96B of the Government of India Act, 1919, Subsidiary Rules
are rules framed by the Local Government under Fundamental Rule No.2.
The provisions of section 96 B have their counterpart in the provisions under
Chapter 11, Part X of the Government of India Act, 1935 specially under
section 241, and naturally the whole body of Fundamental Rules and Subsi-
diary Rules are being still applied in the case of Government s¢rvants in the
absence of new rules under section 241 of the present Act. Here I should
point out that the principle that who is paid by Government shouid come
under Government rules, requires special definite rules ta cover the cases of
those who are not Government servants, but are paid by Government. So
to cover the case of suc}1 persons we have got special rules as parts ol some
subsidiary rules, as for instance Tules regulating Lhe_}ravelling allowance and
halting allowance of members of the legislature, Similarly to provide for
the rates of halting a.llowz_a.nces of the President and Dcputy President of thc
Assam Legislative Council when they would go outside the Province there is
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a special rule in correction slip No.116 to Subsidiary Rule No.56 under
Fundamental Rule 44, and there is another special rule, viz., Subsidiary Rule
No.100 to this Fundamental rule providing the rates of _travelling allowance
and the rate of halting allowance within the Province for the President of
the Coouncil. These are the only two rules which are being made applicable
in the case of the Speaker and the Deputy Speaker of the present Legislative
Assembly.

From all these, it is distinctly clear that the President of the Old Council
got his right to regulate his own travelling and was entitled to go anywhere
he liked on the basis of his own decision that there was a business to be tran-
sacted in connection with his duties as President of the Council. His decision
was not liable to be examined by anybody else. He was considered to be a
free agent and to indicate what may be the purpose for which he could
undertake journeys to Simla and Delhi,—journey to the venue of any
provincial legislature, are mentioned in the rules in order to illustrate what
may really be the nature of his business in connection with his duties. The
Speakers of the Assemblies are guided by these rules in the absence of rules
specifically made to cover such cases. Government of India orders cancelling
rule 94A° would show that what is being stated here is quite correct and the
Government of India has recently made the rule specific embodying the
former rule applicable to Presidents of the old Council. In the case ~f the
Speaker of the Central Provinces and Berar Legislative Assembly, ‘where it is
stated that the Speaker can travel at Government expense only when his
journeys are connected with the business of the Legislative Assembly, e.g.,
journey from or to his home to preside over the Assembly, a journey to Simla
or Delhi to attend a Conference of Speakers and a journey to the venue of
some other Councils to study its procedure and the like and that claim for
travelling allowance by the Speaker should therefore be accompanied by a
certificate that the journey is official. 1t goes without saying that the nature
of the purposes mentioned in the order is only illustrative and not exhaustive
and indicates what may be the business of the Legislative Assembly for which
a journey beyond the province at Government expenses would be justified.

As to whether the Speaker is the Head of a Department in addition to
what I have said before I should at once point out that such a treatment
accorded to him as the Head of a Department conflicts with the dignity of the
House. A Head of a Department must be under the control of some Mini-
ster and belong to a Department under the Ministers. It is obvious that he
is not so. The present Legislative Assembly Department is a separate
Department, set up for the purpose of transacting the business of the Legis-
lative Assembly. It is a Department of the Legislative Assembly, having in
its staff some Government servants under the control and authority of the
Speaker as the representative of the hon. members of the Assembly. The
Legislative Assembly Department is really an autonomous department with
all necessary implications of such an autonomous position. Under the old
gonstitution the Departments of Legislative Councils of some of the provinces
were sepatated with the Presidents as their controlling authority and the
late Government rightly perceived when they arranged to set up this
Assembly Department, the imperarive necessity of such a separate
Department to safeguard the independence of the Legislative Assembly in all
rESpCf_tS. While separating the Bengal Legislative Council Department the
%atc_ Sir Prqvash Chandra Mitter, Minister Legislative Department of Bengal,
indicated in a speech on the 12th ot I' chruary 1929 in the Bengal
Council that to treat the President of the Council as the Head of a Depart-
ment would detract much from his position of dignity and independence.
And exactly in the same way the Government of India in its Despatch to
the Secretary of State containing proposals for installing a separate Legisla-
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tive Assembly Department for the Central Assembly urged that the separa-
tion of the Legislative Assembly Department was necessary in order to secure
to the President a position of independence on the analogy of the position of
the Speaker of the House of Commons. Under no circumstances therefore
the Speaker of a Legislative Assembly can ever be treated as the Head of the
Department under his control. Just as the Hon’ble Ministers having Depart-
ments of Government under their controlling authority are not Heads
of Departments, the Speaker cannot be also the Head of a Depariment
by reason merely of the fact of his having control over the Legislative
Assembly Department. The expression Head of a Department has got a
special technical meaning, One to be considered to be a Head of
Department, requires a declaration by Governor under Subsidiary
Rule 4 to Fundamental Ruie 9, which, again cannot be made appli-
cable in the case of the Speaker. From what I have shown the Speaker
is a free agent with freedom to judge what is the business in connection with
his duties and he is not required to obtain any previous sanction of Govern-
ment. A mere certificate from him that his journey is official is considered
sufficient under Government of Iudia orders, to be entitled to get his travel-
ling allowance for journeys beyond the province.

I regret very much that I have been compelled to make such a state-
ment, under the well known circumstances that have arisen, on matters
which are too obvious. The hon. members will, I hope, pardon me for the
natural human weakness that I might have unconsciously displayed here
and there in this statement. But I should say that my only excuse is that I
have attempted to make clear to this House my understanding of the matter
involved in the questions put by Mr. Chanda and in the supplementary
questions put by many other hon. members directly pertaining to the
rights and privileges which the Speaker should possess consistently with the
dignity and independence of the House. The controversy that has arisen
may immediately affect me pesonally, but the rights and privileges referred
to by me bave nothing personal in them, for they are really the rights and
privileges for the Speaker of the Legislature, who if I mav say so, would never
die. These rights and privileges are undoubtedly analogous to the rights
and privileges of the Speaker of the House of Commons which have be:n
long established by conventions and by statutory provisions (applause).

Finally I hope and it is my desire that there should be no further dis-
cussion on_the floor of the House on the controversy raised, for I think the
difference between me and the Government over the matter will not be as I
said the other day, difficult of reconciliation. :

RAI BAI—L:‘;?D.UR PROMODE CHANDRA DUTT: Before we pro-
ceed to the next item of business on behalf of the House, I wish to offer
our respectful congratulations to you, Sir, for the very lucid statement you
have made. We do not mind whether you get your travelling allowances or
not, but s0 far as your statement defends the dignity of the Speaker which
re-acts in the dignity of the House we whole-heartedly and gratefully
support- 3 :

Tue HoN'BLE THE SPEAKER : I am very much obliged to the hon.
Rai Bahadur for the kind words he has used. I am always conscious that I
shall not be wanting i any support of this House when I require it,

HIS EXCELLENCY’S MESSAGE UNDER SECTION 63(2) OF THE
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA AGI' REGARDING SUPSE AMUGTARY
DEMAND FOR GRANT

Tug HON'BLE THE SP_EAKER: L have got a message from His
Excellency the Governor which I now place before the House.
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MESSAGE UNDER SECTION 63(2) OF THE GOVERNMENT OF
INDIA ACT

1 have considered the circumsta ces arising out of the refusal of the
Assembly last August to pass the grant for the staffs of the two Commis-
sioners of Divisions, their subsequent agreement to pass a supplementary
demand furnishing supply for the said staffs up to 31st December, and the
position which has resulted.

9. As the Assembly is aware, after the explanation furnished to it by
the Hon’ble Chief Minister on August 17 last, the posts of Commissioners
cannot be abolished without the sanction of the Secretary of State. The
Assembly is also aware, from statements made by the Hon’ble Chief Minis-
ter that correspondence is going on between this Government and the
Central Government regarding the latter’s proposal that one Commissioner=
ship should be abolished, 1hat the matter has been referred to the Secretary
of State and that his final orders on the whole subject are awaited. In the
event of the Secretary of State acceding to the proposal that one Comrnis-
sionership should be abolished, action would be required both by way of
Legislation and Exccutive order, all of which would take time, but which
the Government would of course undertake with the minimum of delay.
But it is impossible to undertake the work of adjustment until the decision
of the final authority had been communicated. Meanwhile, the present
position is that pending the final decision of the Secretary of State the
Commissioners remain, but without any staff. Thus they cannot discharge
the duties laid upon them by statute and administrative order. Tt is clearly
necessary that during this intermediate period provision should be made so
that Commissioners can carry on their duties in a proper manner, and $o
that the administration shall not fail owing to their inability to do so.

3. In the circumstances, with the authority of the Governor General and
the Secretary of State, in exercise of the special authorities laid upon me by
section 52(1) (C) of the Government of India Act, read with Article X of
the Governor’s Instrument of Instructions, I have had prepared a supple-
mentary demand, of which I attach a copy, to enable the establishment of
the Commissoners’ staff to be maintained up to 31st March 1938, by which
time no doubt the Secretary of State’s final decision will be received. It
will be observed that the sums mentioned therein are “indicated” in the
words of Section 78(2) of the Act as “included solely because the Governor
has directed their inclusion as being necessary for ‘the due discharge of
his special responsibilities . 1 request you to place this demand before the
Assembly tomorrow the 21st December, 1937.

R. N. REID,
20th December 1937. Governor of Assam.

HIS EXCELLENCY’S ORDER Re CONSIDERATION OF A FURTHER
SUPPLEMENTARY STATEMENT OF EXPENDITURE AND
MOVING OF A MOTION OF PRIVATE MEMBER

Tue Hon’ere tae SPEAKER : Then I have got the order.
Order
For the purpose of section 81 read with sections 78, 79 and 80 of the
Government of India Act, 1935, and in pursuance of rule 17(1) & the

Assam Legislative AS_semb_ly Rules, Part I, and rule 17 of the said Rules,
Part II, I Robert Neil Reid, hereby further appoint 21st December, 1937,
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for the consideration by the Legislative Assembly of a further Supplementary
Statement of expenditure for the year 1937-38 together with a message
under section 63(2) of the Government of India Act during its December
session, 1937, and also for moving the following motion by a private member
namely :—

“That this House is of opinion that the ballot system of voting by
symbol be introduced in the ensuing Local Board election of this Province”.

This order shall be subject to my revision if necessay.

R. N. REID,

20th December 1937. Governor of Assam.

THE HoN’BLE THE SPEAKER: Then there is the supplementary
demand which forms part of the message :—
Supplementary Demand for Grants
(To be discussed on the 21st December, 1937.)
That an additional sum of Rs.15,164 be granted to the Minister in
charge to defray the charges which will come in the course of payment dur-

ing the year ending on the 31st March 1938 for the administration of the
head—*25.—General Administration”,

Rs.

Grant originally passed by the Assembly 18,63,254
Supplementary grant already voted by
the Assembly 25,300

: Total 18,88,554
1I. Sub-heads under which the supplementary demand will be account-
ed for by the Departments of General Administration—R..--Commissioners.

Rs.

1. Pay of Officers 1, 629
2. Pay of Establishment 11,467
3. Allowances 128
4. Contingencies 1,940

15,164

- Explanatory Note

This demand is presented under Section 78(2) of the Government of
India Act, 1935, and the sums included in it are included solely because the
Governor has directed their inclusion as being necessary for the due dis-
charge of his special responsibilities.

Rar Bamabur PROMODE CHANDRA DUTT: May I rise to a

oint of order, Sir, Does the message from the Governor brush aside the
rules framed by the Governor himself regarding the presentation of supple-
mentary demands ? He has by his message fixed this day for the considera-

tion of the Supplcrncntary Demand, but at the same time rule 17(2) of the
Governor’s Rules states——

“The Governor exercising
more days not earlier than thre
fone - o

Then Sir, please refer to rule 91 of the Assembly Rules. It runs as
follows :-- . b

¢(1) No motion for appropriation can be m
mendation of the Governor communicated to the

(2) Motions may be moved at this stage
amount of any demand for grant.

his individual judgment shall allot one or
e days after the day allotted for such presenta-

ade except on the recome-
Assembly.

Lo refuse or reduce the total
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(3) When several reduction motions relating to the same demand are
offered, the motions shall be discussed according to the amount of reduction
proposed, the largest reduction coming up first and the smallest reduction
last >’

Then please refer to rule 92 which says :—

¢ If notice of a2 motion to refuse or reduce any demand for grant has not
been given two clear days before the day on which the demand is under
consideration, any member may object to the moving of the motion and
sugch objection shall prevail, unless the Speaker in his discretion allows the
motion to be made.”

Now the effect of the final consideration will be to deprive this House of
the right to table motions for reducing it. “This has been placed before the
House for its refusal or assent. If we assent, well and good. But if we want
to reduce it we would not have the opportunity to do so. These rules have
been made by the Governor himsell and by this message he reverses them.

I therefore request you to convey our submission to His Excellency that
members of this House are not in a position to discuss to-day. There was
enough time to do this before so that the House might have [ull notice and
all opportunifies given them by the rules. We are taken at a disadvantage.
We are not entitled to criticise the Governor. I ask, therefore, that you will
be pleased to convey to His Excellency our submission that having regard
to the considerations submitted above, His Excellency might be pleased to
recall the message.

Sryur GOPI NATH BARDOLOI: T support what has been stated
by my hon. friend, Rai Bahadur Promode Chandra Dutt, on the point of
order ; but I want to add something more to this. I on behalf of this side
of the House want to express our strong resentment against the presentation
of this demand before this House. This subject of supplementary demand
is a votable subject. It comes within the purview of section 79(2) which
reads as follows :

¢« So much of the said estimates as relates to other expenditure shall be
submitted in the form of demands for grants to the Legislative Assembly,
and the Legislative Assembly shall have power to assent or to refuse to
assent, to any demand, or to assent to a demand subject to a reduction of
the amount specified therein ”

So, Sir, this amount being originally a votable subject by this House
and the House having definitely expressed its opinion, the original
reduction must be binding on Government. Now, Sir, when this question
_of the retention of the Commissionership came as ‘supplementary grant
that was presented by the Hon’ble the Chief Minister to the House, the
Hon’ble the Chief Minister was pleased to give us a definite assurance that
no supplementary demand in respect of the stafl would be brought beyond
what he has done for the four months. To-day we are startled, we fcel
as if a bolt has come from the heavens.

Mzr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : The cat is out of the bag. :

Sryjur GOPINATH BARDOLOI : We have now got his fiat and
we have got to abide by it. My respectful submission.........

Tus Hon'sLE THE SPEAKER : Governor is entitled to send messages.

Srijutr GOPI NATH BARDOLOI: The Governor is going against
the Act itself.  Special powers are laid down in section 52.

In any view of the case my submission before the House is that thisis
a votable demand and if this right is taken away by a fiat the right of the
Hﬁ}*‘sﬁ lfl ta{l_(len a“l’aY- My submission is that even in matters like this in
w aljg the Outsif 123 been practically unanimous in its opinion, if the right
is taken away the House ceases to function and the little power that is given
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.

by the statute is taken away. Therefore I not merely support the point
of order that has been raised by my hon. friend Rai Bahadur Promode
Chandra Dutt, but I further resent against this presentation of the supple-
mentary demand.

Sir, special responsibility have been particularly defined in section 52 of
the Act. His Excellency has in his message referred to this section. It
should be seen how far this comes within the special responsibilities. I
read the other day provision (c) under section 52(1) which is:

“(1) Tn the exercise of his functions the Governor shall have the follow-
ing special responsibilities, that is to say-—

(@) the prevention of any grave menace to the peace or tranquillity of
the province or any part thereof ;

(b) the safeguarding of the legitimate interests of minorities ;

(¢) the securing to, and to the dependants of, persons who are or have
been members of the public services of any rights provided or
preserved for them by or under this Act and the safeguarding of
their legitimate interests ;

(d) the securing in the sphere of executive action of the purposes
which the provisions of chapter III in Part V of this Act are
designed to secure in relation to legislation ;

(e) the securing of the peace and good Government of areas which
by or under the provisions of this Part of this Act are declared
to be partially excluded areas ; ;

(f) the protection of the rights of any Indian State and the rights and
dignity of the Ruler thereof ; and TS

(g) the securing of the execution of orders or directions lawfully issued
to him under Part VI of this Act by the Governor General in his
discretion. -

9. The Governor of Central Provm,ces and. Berar, etc.”

In arguing about the three mont‘hs extension of tlhc staF_f, I referred to
the fact that by some stretch of imagination, this section might have been
made applicable, if any statutory obligation for paying the staff for these
three months was there. But here, Sir, in asking for a supplementary
demand for the rest of these three months ziz., from 1st January to 31st
March 1938 ; T submit there is no special responsibility of the Governor.
Therefore, my submission is that this is absolutely going against the wishes
of the House and going against the powers which have been given by the Act
to this House. 2

Tuz Hox’sre THE SPEAKER : Would it not be better to speak on
this matter after lunch ? : ;

Members agreeing, the House was adjourned till after lunch.

(After lunch).

Rl Bamapur PROMODE CHANDRA DUTT: On a point of order,
Sir. Are we to suppose that as a result of the message, the supplementary
demand is before the House ?

Tue HoN’sLE THE SPEAKER : I have to hear some other h n. mem-
bers on this subject. -

Rar Bamapur PROMODE CHANDRA DUTT: What 1 mean to
say is that the discussions will proceed on different line if you hold that the
supplementary demand is before the House. '

Tue Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER : [ quite realise the point. I want to
hear other members also on this point, so that I may give my decision.

Mavravi MUNAWWAR ALI:  Mr. Speaker, Sir, it seems to me that
the legal position has been a little confused. His Excellency is presenting
this message under section 63(2) of the Government of India Act, 1935,
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which runs thus : “The Governor may in his discretion send messages to
the Chamber or Chambers of the Provincial Legislature, whether with
respect to a Bill then pending in the Legislature or otherwise, and a Cham-
ber to whom any message is so sent shall with all convenicnt dispatch
consider any matter which they are required by the message to take into
consideration.” The hon. Rai Bahadur seems to have confused this with
rule 17(2) of the Rules of the Assam Legislative Assembly, Part I, which
is “The Governor exercising his individual judgment shall allot one or more
days not earlier than three days after the day allotted for such presentation
(a) for voting on the demands for supplementary grants, or (8) for dis-
cussion of the estimates of the expenditure charged on the revenues of the
province, other than estimates relating to expenditure referred to in para-
graph (a) of sub-section (3) of section 78 of the Act, or (¢) for both such
voting and discussion as the case may be.”

What strikes to me is this that Governor doing something in his discre-
tion is one thing, and the Governor doing something in the exercise of his
individual judgment is quite a separate matter altogether. The hon. Rai
Bahadur thinks that as if His Excellency were presenting this in his indi-
vidual judgment. His individual judgment and his discretion are two
things. When he acts in his individual judgment he does so under rule
17(2), which requires that three clear days’ notice shall be given in order
to enable the House to move amendments to the estimates. But, Sir, His
Excellency the Governor is exercising his discretion here, and there is no
rule abrogating this, so as to require any notice whatsoever. What is
wanted under this section is that the Assembly shall with all convenient
dispatch dispose of the matter. So, Mr. Speaker the contention of the
hon. Rai Bahadur that notice ought to have been given to enable the
House to move amendments, etc., is not to the point. Thisis what my
submission is to you, Sir.

Now, in my opinion, when His Excellency has presented this message,
it is only under section 63(2). Now, whether it comes under the .category
of any of the provisions of section 52, in order to bring it within the purview
of His Excellency’s special responsibilities, is a matter which will be
discussed later on. So, Mr. Speaker in my opinion, the message is quite in
order and within the purview of the law and what the law [section 63(2) of
the Government of India Act, 1935] requires is that the House ““shall
with all convenient dispatch consider any matter which they are required
by the message to take into consideration.” I, therefore, hold that the
matter may be considered to-day with all convenient dispatch.

Tue How’srLe Mauravi Sarvip Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : -

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I feel it is my duty to place before this House, on behalf
of the Ministry, our position in this matter (hear ! hear!). The Ministry is
bound by the assurance, which was given by me only four days back. So
far as the Ministry is concerned we have no hand whatever in presenting
this supplementary demand. I, dissociate fully from the supplementary
demand that is before the House. [Loud cheers].

Sir, westand by the notice that was given to the establishment of the
Commissioners pursuant to the vote of the House. As I mentioned the
other day, the Ministry were doing their level best to implement the
d_CCISlc’I(l)SUbJCCt_ to the provisions o Article 436 of the Civil Service Regula-
tion. U position remains the same. Itis up to the House to deal with
the Sé.!ppleménta)ry demand that is before the House.

s d?ggg dsoéflt}IESATI?I BARDOLOI: Does not section 52 contemplate
S e nature should be in the exercise of the individual
Judg overnor ?  Was or was not the Hon’ble Chief Minister

\
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consulted by the Governor in this matter ? I refer to section 52, sub.
section (3) :  “If and in so far asany special responsibility of the Governor
is involved, he shall, in the exercise of his functions, exercise his individual
judgment as to the action to be taken™.

Tue How’BLe Mauravi Sawvio Sik MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
What was the point ?

Srjur GOPI NATH BARDOLOI: All I want to know is this that
when a Governor exercises the right of the nature that has been done to-day,
he should have done in the exercise of his individual judgment as sub section
(3) of section 52 contemplates. I therefore want to know whether the
Hon’ble Chief Minister was consulted in this matter.

Tue Hon’sre Mauravi Sarvio SiR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -
Sir, vesterday when I was busy with the session of this House, I received a
letter from His Excellency the Governor saying that he has received a wire
from the Governor General indicating the wishes or rather the orders of the
Secretary of State regarding the presentation of the supplementary demand -
and that he wants to discuss the matter with me. In the meantime he
had asked the Chief Secretary to draw up the usual supplementary state-
ment. I wrote back that I was busy with the session and that I will be
able to see His Excellency only after evening. Sir, I found that a list of
business for to-day was printed and circulated saying that T am going to
present a supplementary demand. In the evening when I went to His

Excellency and pointed out that consistent with the assurance that I have
given to this House and also consistent with my own views, I cannot move
such a demand (Hear ! hear !) and therefore His Excellency in exercise of his
powers under section 63(2) has sent this message to the House. 1 also
intimated to him about the mistake in the list of business to-day that had
been circulated to the hon. members. This matter was also brought to the
notice of the Assembly Department and now we find that an amended
agenda has been placed before the House.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: On"a point of information,
Sir. Under which section the Governor General has given this power to
His Excellency the Governor ?

(No repiy.)

Kuax Sanms Mauvravi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI -
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I cannot help most probably being one with Rai
Bahadur Promode Chandra Dutt in this issue and I should not repeat the
argument advanced by him. Maulavi Munawwar Ali has said that His
'EKCCHCHCY can send message to this chamber under section 63(2) of the
Government of India Act. I say, Sir, that there is no denying the fact that
His Excellency can send messages but the point is this whether His Excel en:y
by sending message, can bring in a supplementary demand in tke way in
wl'nch it has been done, [ am ready to give all respectful considerations to
His Excellency’s mmessage and treat the demand as one of emergent nature.
1_31 that case the Assembly rule 16 says that on the day already fixed by the
Governor for moving the' demand for grant, an emergency demand can
be moved. But _wl::zllt rare t};]c emergency dcma}:;xds that can be moved ?
They are require or the urpose which in the opip; 2
Governor are of an cmergent narzurc}:). This is the first cog;;g;ln :::Ed il}:g
second is for new matters which have keen included in the original estimate
of the year. ?li"s thlsl;s a ‘lnafgfi‘ Whichh ii not a new matter before the
Assembly. This was brought before the ssembly during the last budget
session and the Assembly refused that demand [or grant afd in this view_g,:r L
think, it cannot cume in the way it has been done.
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Tue Hon'sre THE SPEAKER : In connection with- the message from
His Excellency the Governor which I have placed before this House this
morning, two points of order have been raised by Hon’ble Rai Bahadur
Promode Chandra Dutt. The first is whether a supplementary statement
which is a part of the message has been properly presented before the House
and sccondly, although I call ita point of order, it is really an objection
taken under sub-rule 2 of rule 17 of the Governor’s rule whicl is embodicd
in part I of the Legislative Assembly Rules, against the consideration of the
statement to-day. With regard to the first point, Ishould at once say that
the point whether the supplementary statement which forms a part of the
mcssage is really placed before the House depends upon the terms of the
message. It states the grounds first in favour of the consideration of the
statement and then contains a request to place the statement which has
been called the demand before the House. Here I may point out that
it appears to me to be a very peculiar procedure that has been adopted in
this case for presenting a supplementary demand before the House. Ifa
refererce be made to section 78 and the succeeding sections up to section 81
ol the Government of India Act both inclusive, it would appear that the
procedure laid down for the presentation of a financial statement in
scction 78 should be the procedure for presenting a supplementary demand.
Now sub-section I of section 78 lays down that the Governor shall cause
1o be laid before the chamber or chambers annually a financial statement.
The question naturally arises what is meant by the expression ‘caused to be
lzid before the House’. Now there is a Miiistry and one of the Hon’ble
Ministers is the Finance Minister in chaige of the finance of the province
and the well known practice is that it js by the Finance Min'ster, that
annual financial statement and supplementary statements are to be
prcsented before the House, for that is the plain implication of the whole
constitution under the Act, {Hear! hear!). From what has just now been
said by the Hon’ble Chief Minister it appears that there has been a dis-
agrcement between him. and His Excellency the Governor and what he
practicaliy said is that he refused to present such a supplementary demand
before the House.

In these circumstances therefore the ruestion is whether the alternative
course that has been adopted by His Excellency of having a
supplementary demand presented before the Housé through the Speaker has
been proper or not ; but  without saying  anything on the question of
propriety or impropriety as to the procedure adopted, I should say that
having regard to the fact that I have been authorised to place the message

which is merely a statement of the ground in favour cf the supplemen--

tary statement and having rcgard to the fact that the supplementary
statement forms a part of the message, the whole thing having been read out
by me to this House, the supplemeuntary statement  stands presented  before
the House, automatically to say so. Then coming to the second point of order
1 should point out to she House that on a reference to the order which ac-
companies the message I find that His Excellency the Governor has fixed to-
day really as the day for the presentation of the supplementary statement,
because, there is a reference to Rule 17(1) of the Governor’s Rules, Part I
of the Legislative Assembly Rules ; and although in the order His Excellency
has stated that this day s fixed for the consideration of the supplementary
statement, the rule 17(1) under which His Excellency has purported to have
acted, contemplates only the fixing of a date for presentation of a su_pple-
mentary slfﬁten.m_nt. So having read the order between the lines the inevitable
conclusion at which I-arrive is that to-day is the day fixed for the presentation
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of the supplementary statement. Therefore the question arises whether this
supplementary statement can be considered to-day. Herein the objection of
the hon. Rai Bahadur comes in ; for sub-rule (2) of Rule 17 clearly makes it
imperative that after the presentation of a supplementary statement the
Governor exercising his individual judgment shall allot one or more days not
earlier than 3 days after 'the day allotted for such presentation for voting on
and for the discussion of the demand on the supplementary statement present-
ed. So it comes to this that the House has got the right to have the con-
sideration of this supplementary statement on the 5th day from to-day,
Icaving three clear davs in between. Therefore, in my opinion, the objec-
tion of the hon. Rai Bahadur is quite valid. (Hear ! hear!) The House of
course has a right to consider the message which is nothing but the grounds
stated for consideration of the supplementary statement and thus the con-
sideration of the message is really the consideration of the supplementary
statcment presented before the House ; and the consideration of the supple-
mentary statement must be accordinz to _rulcs of the House. This difficul-
ty cannot be got over when we find that His Excellency is not fixing the day
for the discussion of this supplementary statement in compliance with the
provisions in sub-rule {2) of Rule 17.
Rar Banapur PROMODE CHANDRA DUTT :  Nor for voting.

Tue Hon’sLE THE SPEAKER :  And sub-rule (2) of Rule 17, to which
I have referred, also provides that there should be a day also fixed for the
voting on the demand. There are other rules referred “to by the Hon’ble
Rai Bahadur in Part II of the Assembly rules prescribing procedure for the
discussion ol a demand. So Ifind that there are various difficulties in tha
way of the House co‘nsxdcymg the supplementary statement to-day, which .
means nothing but discussion of and  voting on the supplementary demand
arising out of the supplementary siatement. Section 63(2) provides that His
Excellency can send a message in his d:scrctmn._ Having sent the message
for Prc:-.cntution of the SJpplcmc.ntar}t statement it was necessary under the
rules, that a day or days for discussion of and voting on the demand arising
out of the supplementary statement should have been fixed in the exercise of
His Excellency’s individual judgment. The rules are such that there is ne
provision by which the Chair can suspend them specially in such an impor-
tant matter when there is an objection raised by one hon. member of this
House in assertion of the rights given to the House by the rules relatine to
discussion of and voting on financial matters. _So I hold that although othc
prescntation  may be considered to be a valid presentation of the supple-
mentary statement the Houssa camllot proceed to ‘con_sidcr or discuss the
supplementary statement lt:i} kyt‘lf lcin such an objection has been raised.
o o) Now, 1 wou a_sl e hon. Ra\l Bahadur Promode Chandra
T el T 1 sub-rules (a) and (b) of the Governor’s Rules.

RaAr BAHADUR PROMODE CHANDRA DUTT: Yes, Sir. It only
means that the business of the nature l:eferre:d. to in sub-rule (a) shall be
taken up on any day or days specilied in such requisition, and on such day
or days such business shall have precedence. That is all, and it means.
nothing beyond that. The statement has been presented to this House and
by the message we have been asked to consider this. What does * consider’
mean ? What I was asking was whether consideration meant that we must
dispose of the matter to-day without giving the members an opportunity:
to move amendments. ~All that sub-rule (b) means is the business referred:
to in the message wx}l' havs: prcccdgnce over other matters, You had to
take up this matter first after questions = It dves " npt go. beyond that, T
submit.
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Tue HonBLe THE SPEAKER : In addition to what I have said
before, I should also say that I have considered the Governor’s Rule 1 (a)
and (b), and having con<idered that rule I still hold the view that the dis-
cussion of the supplementary demand cannot take place to-day.
Rule 1 (@) provides that at the commencement of each session of the Assem-
biy, the Governor may fix a day or days for business relating to any matter
which, in the opinion of the Governor, affects the discharge of his functions
in so far as he is required by or under the Act to act in his discretion or to
exercise his individual judgment, and on such day or days such business
shall have precedence.

Rule 1 (&) provides that at any time, during a session, the Govecnor
may require *“ that any business of the nature referred to in clause (a) shall
be taken up on any day or days specific 1 in such requisition and on such day
or days such business shall have precedence . {

Now here in the order there has been a reference to Rule 17 (1) ‘and
from the reference to rule 17 (1) the clear implication is that the presenta-
tion is to be made to-day and that is what I have pointed out belore.

Rar Banapur PROMODE CHANDRA DUTT : Preseatation of the
staterent of expenditure or of supplementary demands ?

Tue How'BLE THE SPEAKER: Yes, the presentation of the sup-
plementary statentent should be made to-day, and although the word ¢ con-
sideration ” has been used in the order it was necessary that there ought to
have been mentioned that this day is also fixed for consideration and voting
although it could not be done under rule 17(1) as I have shown. So reading
rule T with rule 17(2) I hold that the consideration of the supplementary
statement presented to-day cannot be taken up to-day. Rule 1(a) and Rule
1(4) do not over-ride, but are really subject to the provisions of Rule 17,
which provides how a day or days for presentation of a supplementary state-
ment and for discussion of and voting on the same should be fixed. So fixing
a day or days, mentioned in Rule 1(b) must be the fixing of a day or days
which the kind of business referred to in rule 1 requires under the rules
relating thereto. Here the rule 17 provides how a day or days should be
fixed for presentation and discussion of supplementary demands, and under
Rule 1{b) the requirement of this Rulc has not been followed. Hance discus-
stons of the supplementary demand cannot proceed ro-day (cheers).

Ra1 Banabur PROMODE CHANDRA DUTT : Is it your ruling, Sir,
that the supplementary demand is before the House ?

The Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER :  Yes, in a sense,

Rar Bamapur PROMODE CHANDRA DUTT: May I know whether
the demand arises out of the statement or the latter arises out of the former?
I5 it the presentation of the supplementary statement or supplementary
demand ?

Tue Hon'ere THE SPEAKER : Supplementary demand arises out of
the supplementary statement and before such a demand can be considered
there should be a formal motion so that the House may take it for considera-
tion. And when thereis no formal ‘ motion before the House,
the mere presentation of a supplémentary statement is not sufficient for-the
gllls.icussmn of the demand. And I have given grounds why discussion
cannot proceed to-day, cven il a motion be made.

i k_’IL(‘H‘\.]: SAH.I-H I-\/JE.\UL_AVI S’!}Y[DUR RAI'IMA.‘F: May 1 point qi§t that
§ SuUpp -lﬁ?ntnlry‘ffalqnwﬂnut is a‘part of the message which His - Ex¢elienicy
has sent Uﬂdfﬂ; eCtion 65(2) of the Governiment of India ~ Act. :

TwE Hot'BLE TaE SPEAKER :' [ have said that it is a part of the
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KHAN Samm Maviave SA\YIDUR RAHMAN: Sub-scction (2) says
that the Chamber shall consider any matter which they are required by the
message to take into consideration with all convenient dispatch.

THe HoN’BLE THE SPEAKER : Scciion 62(3) says “‘with all conve-
nient dispatch”. For a convenient dispatch the House must have a free
and clear passage, but having regard to rules regulating discussion' of and
voting on supplementary demands the House has no free passage in order to
proceed to consider the demand. :

Kuan Sanmi Mavravi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: Wil it be considered
in the next scssion ?

Tue Hon'sLe THE SPEAKER : That I do not know, but it will not
be considered to-day. What will happzn after this—that does not lie with
mc.

Kuan Sauis Mavravi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: Is any formal motion
necessary ?

Tue Hon’sLE THE SPEAKER :  Yes.

Knan Banapur Mavravi KERAMAT ALI: Who is to make such
a motion ?

Tue Hon’sie THE SPEAKER: Tt is somebody on behalf of the
Ministry or on behalfof the Governor. Thne supplementary statement says
that the sum is to be granteg to the Minister-in-charge.

Tue Hon’srLE THE SPEAKER : 1 should further point out here that
there was a request made to me by the hon. Rai Bahadur Promode Chan-
dra Dutt to convey to His Excellency the difficulties in the way of consi-
dering the message. :

Rat Banapur  PROMODE CHANDRA DUTT: I suggested that
there should be a request made to His Excellency that in view of the fact
that we have been taken by .surprise we are not in a position to discuss
the matter to-day, His Excellency may he pleased to recall his message.

Tue Hon’sLE THE SPEAKER : T quite appreciate the suggestion from
the hon. Rai Bahadur Prqmodc Chandra Dutt that a request from this
House should be sent to His Excellency conveying the desire of the House
that the message should be recalled. As it appears that it was the desire
of His Excellency that the supplementary statement should be presented
before the House to-day, I feel that it will bz going out of my way to
¢n vey the request suggested by hon. Rai Bahadur Promsde Chandra Dutt
to His Excellency in view of the fact that no other hon. member of this
House has joined him in this request. :

Mauravi JAHANUDDIN AHMED: On a point of order, Sir,
whether the message is in order or not ? (Laughter). :

Tur Hon’sLe THE SPEAKER : I am afraid this cannot be a point of

er, and if it be a poiat of order I am not competent to give a ruling.

o G USSION ON THE REPORT OF THE LAND REVENUE
/ COMMITTEE 3
7" Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : Sir, the conflict, which usually
arises in the mind of a small boy when he is given two boxes — one con-
taining swects and the other toys and is asked by his mother to select one or
the other is demonstrably evidenced in the position taken by the hon. Khan
Sahib Maulavi Sayidur Rahman in this land revenue matter, Such an
. attitude of mind may both be excusable and amusing on the part of the
glaxo boy, but, Sir, for the hon. gentleman to swing like a pendulum  some-
time to the witcheraft of the Hon’ble Revenue Minister and at other times
{o the tune and call of the people outside the legislature is jndeed very
deplorable.  Now, the hon. Khan S_a1h1b has attempted to justify his present
Eosition v grounds of financial dif" culties of the province, May I ask
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him in this connection one partinent question as to- what prevented him
from considering this aspect of the question when he moved his first
amendment three months ago. ;
Kxan Sanms Mavravi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: I did consider, Sir.
Mgr. FAK HRUDDIN ALI AHMED: I stand corrected, Sir. If he
did consider this matter why did he not move the amendment which he
now puts torward before the House. Is there any justification for him to
show that during these lew months that is to say from thz time when he
moved his first amendment to this day the condition of the provincz had so
changed as to necessitate this new amendment ? I want a reply to this
question. Ii is high time that the hon. Khan Sahib should choose to
go one way or the other. We have no objection if he keeps on supporting
the Ministry, season in and season out but he must do away with all the
‘buts’ and ¢ils’ and the pretence of hel.ing the cause of the people. We want
to know definitely whether he stands by 33 per cent. reduction of land
revenue at a flat rate to which he committed himsell only a few months ago
or he wants to go back on his words and subsequent statement to the public.
Considering the attitude taken by the Hon'ble the Revenue Minister,
Sir, one teels compelled to come to the conclusion that his dramatic per-
formance was full of sound and fury without signifyiag anythiny (Hear!
hear 1). I repeat, Sir, that it signified nothing. The amendment moved by
- the hon. Mr. Siddhinath Sarmah raised very vital questions but the Hon’ble
Revenue Minister did not even make any attempt to reply t» them. Last
time, wicn he opposed the 59 par cent. redactiva he hald sugzested a Gom-
mittee of Enquiry and that suggestion of giving him a Committee of Enqu.ry
was thrown out of gear. 1f that proposal had been rejected, what justifica-
tion was there for the Hon’ble Revenue Minister to institute the present
Commiittee of Enquiry ?  Sir nothing has Lbeen mentioned by him as far as
this matter is concerned. Then, Sir, we heard from him a good deal about
the recommendations made by this Go:nmittee of Enquiry. First h: said that
the Congress people were in favour ol only 33 per cent., but I have given
a remission in some cases to the ex ent of 50 per cent. Can he deny that
the Congress party did not puta proposal for reduction of 50 per cent., and
thar only by way of a compromise were compelled to accept 33 per cent. in
preference 10 50 per cent. Further, what does this 50 per cent. reduction
 recommended by the Committee imply or amount to ? It is nothing more
| than a concealed attempt to realise money which would have otherwise.

been impossible to realise. Those poor people who could not and were not
iable te pay any revenue at all are being tempted by Government by
| means of this bait and bogey of red action to pay the revenue which was

‘not and could not be realised by other methods. Secondly, the Hon’ble
Minister comes forward with a suggestion that 33 per cent. reduction at
flat rate will chiefly benefit the rich. Sir, I do not understand what the
Hon’ble Minister means. Lt may be true that _in some cases remissions will
have to be given to rich people but ultimately it will benefit the poor under-
sub-tenants who will be required to pay less rent to their land-loxd
if the latter has to pay less revenue (o the Government. Ultimately it is for
the undertenant who are poor that this remission is required.

I'hen, Sir, he says—we have given 33 per cent. to people who pay Rs.12
and under. For the maintenance of a poor family it is necessary that @
person must have at least 4 or 5 puras of land. If remission of 33 per cent. is
given only to people who pay a revenue of Rs.12 or less this will not benelit
the persons who possess the minimum nolding for their maintenance..
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" Sir a pertinent question was asked by my friend Mr. Barua as to what
is the amount involved in the fifty per cent reduction as recommended by~
the Land Revenue Committee. The Hon’ble Minister said that he would
deal with this later on, but we have so far received no reply from him.

Lastly, Sir, to my hon. friend Mr. Hockenhull, the leader of the Plant-
ing group, we are very thankful for the trouble which he took in going out
of his way and for giving sug ses:ions in a matter in which as he says he was
not vitally interested. It is not unusual for us to get such a helping hand
and patronage from him and his people. We have got so used to this
patronage that without it we feel our existence impossible ! But if the 33
per cent. reductinn resolution had been passed on the floor of the House of
Commons would he not have considered it binding on him ? Has he not
gone against all conventions and practices by supporting and working on the
Land Revenue Committees of Enquiry the institution of which was opposed
by this House. Sir, the hon. gertlenen, who spoke in favour
of the amendment moved by Khar Sahib Sayidur Rahman
and the Hon’ble Revenue Minister have confused the issue. The issue
before us is that which this House gave a more or less unanimous verdict
in favour of the 33 per cent. flat redaction of land revenue the Govern-
ment have gone beyond the scope of the resoluti»a by not accepting the
recommendation male by this House, and by instituting against the will
of this House, a Committee of Eaquiry. And that what that Committee has
done and reromnzaded has gaaz beyoad the scupz of the said resslutioa.
\’v‘l]:t now be jusr, proper and reasonable for us to suppo-t the action of
t‘hc quemmcm and the recom nendatioas of the Com nittee of Enquiry in
face of the 33 per cent. reduction resolt tion which was during the last session
passed by this House ? I asked the hon. mzmbers of this Hjuse to con-
sider this matter very scriously and not to go against their own verdict in
favour of the 33 per cent. reduction at flat rate which they supported only
about three months ago.

*Mauravi ABDUL MAT N CHAUDHURY : Sir, during the last
session this House adopted a resolution recommending a 33 per cent. reduc-
tion in land  revenue. It was generally assumed that the Government
would take immediate steps 1o give cffect to it. When the House recom-
mends a certain course of action, obviously, Sir, the responsibility lies with
the Government either to accept it or to reject it. Bat here the Govern-
ment did something quite different. They appointed a Committee and
referred the resolution to it, think, Sir, it is sheer waste of public money
(Hear ! hear!). This means that some 13 members of this House sat in judg-
ment over the decision of the full House (Hear ! hear !).

With regard to the recommendations of the Committee, while the
House recomme ded a flat rate reduction of 33 per cent. throughout the
province, the Committee and the Government made a dlSC{lmlﬂaﬂ_Oﬂ
(l:lf_:;;";ggcglstr]ict and district. This, Sir, in my gp”i}:r:r::f:l‘éz“t’gs ;ﬂeéiuahw
T i :vpuld_hke to illustrate that point if’ar e o OnﬁPz};
il ot conx;t.nct of Kamrup with the Jaintia g o th W. ic
: E ! ituency. The Jaintia Parganas s oneo € poorest tracts
in the province of Assam. Thé very large number of revenue sales evcry
year for failuze to pay the normal revenue demand shows the incapacity
of the people to pay, and a comparison of the figures beztween Kamrup and
Jaintia shows that  the need for reduction is far greater in the Jaintia
Parganas than in the district of Kamrup. I will quote some figures, Sir,

"% (Speech not corrected by the hon. member),
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The numhber of estates in Kamrup is 358,954. Out of this in the
year 1935-36 the number that were notified for sale was 5,165. In North
Sylhet subdivision, which practically means the Jaintia estates so far as the
temporarily settled arcas are concerned, there were 81,381 estates, out of
which 16,642 were notified for sale for arrears of land revenue. In Kamrup
it was 5 thousand out of 3 lakhs whereas in North Sylhet it  was 15
thousand out of 81 thousand. Then in the year 1934-35 out of 353,017
estates, 5607 estates were notified for sale in Kamrup, while out of 81,000
estates, 48,895 were notified for salein North Sylhet, which means more
than 50 per cent. In 1933-34 only 5,865 estates were notified for sale out of
349,609 estates in Kamrup, while 32,140 estates were notified for sale in
North Sylhet out of a total of 80,959 estates. In 1931-32 out of 336,984
estates in Kamrup 2,906 were notified for sale, while in Jaintia out of 80,692,
the number that was notified for sale was 14,643. In 1930-31 out of
331,369 estates in Kamrup only 989 were notified for sale, whereas in the
Jaintia Parganas 8,981 were so notified out of a total of 80,472 estates.

Yet, Sir, the Kamrup district getsa reduction of 25 per cent, while
Jaintia gets only 19 per cent. I leave it to the House, Sir, to judge whether
it has been fair and equitable.

Now, Sir, it is quite obvious that the recommendation of the Committee
and the decision of the Government fall short of the demand of the House.
But I must say at the same time in all fairness to the Government that they
have made an honest effort to meet the wishes of the House. It is a fact
that our people need relief. But the incidence of taxation in our province
is heavier than in any other province. Considering all the_ circumstances,
the Government has gone much further than any other _province in revenue
reduction (Hear ! hear !). In my opinion, Sir, a reduction Of‘3(-] lakhs in a
revenue of over a crore of rupees, as the Hon’ble RCVC['I.U.C Minister pointed
out in a very convincing speech the other - day, is something over which we
may even pride oursclves (Hzar ! hear ). _

Now, Sir, my hon. friend Mr. Fakhruddin Al' Ahmed has taken to task
my friend Mr. Sayidur Rahman for his statement that the revenue reduction
should be made as soon as funds permit. In making that statement, Sir, my
friend Khan Sahib Sayidur Rauhman was repeating merely a truism. He was,
I should say, echoing the sentiment and opinion of the Congress Minister
of the Central Provinces who says that, in the matter of revenue reduction
financial consideration is the only limiting factor. When this matter was
discussed in the last session, Sir, I held the view, which I hold to-day, that
reduction up to the extent of 50 per cent. could be made for the agricul-
turists, provided more lands are thrown open for settlement by abolition of
the Linc System (Hear ! hear !). By insisting, Sir,... : 3

Mauvravi ABDUR RAHMAN: On a point of information, Sir. May
I know whether the hon. member supported the 50 per cent. reduction by ,
very lucid speech ?

: Mauravi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY : I support the 50 per ceng,
‘reduction even to-day, Sir, provided the Line System is abolished and Japq
is thrown open for cultivation. (laughter). ;

Basu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURY: Did the hon,
member add this condition in his speech ?

. Mauravi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY: In the speech I have
distinctly referred to the Line System and added this condition. If the hop,
member  would read my speech he will find that. Istill maintain, Sir,
that by Insisting on the retention of the Line System, my friend M.
Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed ang other new friends in the Congress Party, they
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are depriving Government of the opportunity of giving further relief to the
poor. It is my conviction, Sir, that this attitude of the Congress on the Line
System......

4 MRr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: On a point of information, Sir.
Has the hon. member read the statement issued by the President of the
Congress as far as the question of the Line System is concerned ?

Mavravi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY: Do the Congress party
here follow the decision of the Congress President ?

MRr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: As a member of the League does
the Hon’ble Chief  inister hold that view ? ; ey

Mauravi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY: Sir, I still maintain
that the attitude of the Congress is not for improving the financial resour-
ces of the province.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: The hon. member may ques-
tion, but it is a fact. 3

Mavravi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY: You may question.
Butit is a fact; making it difficult for Government to accede to the
demands of this House. You may retain the Line System and retard the
development of the Province, and then insist on the reduction of land
revenue. :

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: When the Government will
be put into difficulty ? You have come to the wrong shop. )

MauLavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY : Sir, in matters like
this I believe in the dictum of Bal Gangadhar Tilok. He used to say that
make your demands 16 annas. If you get 12 annas put it in your pocket,
and then demand for the balance. My friends of the Congress group, I
think, are still following the same principle. They also demand complete
independence [4 woice :—what about Muslim League ?] We also d(f
demand complete independence and we were willing and anxious t_olworl\
this Constitution, because we have commonsence— i.e., practical poim(;s.

Under these circumstances, Sir, I support the amendment of my friend
Khan Sahib Sayidur Rahman.

MauLavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY : Mr. Speaker, Sir,

I rise to support the motion moved by my hon. friend Khan Sahib Sayidur
Rahman. I also refer to my speech of the Budget Session about the
appointment of a Committee. I think it is not the first time that the
Hon’ble Revenue Minister was in favour of the appointment of a Com-
mittee, but I find after going through the entire speeches of the Hon’ble
Revenue Minister on the subject, when he was leading the opposition,
he advocated for a Committee, I find, Sir, when on these days he had
been advocating the cause of the 50 per cent. reduction; at the very same
time he was very earnest to say that a Committee should be there, so that
the relief may be extended only to the poor and deserving. We should not
confine ourselves to the letters of the resolution, ‘'we must go to the spirit of
the resolution. If we advocated the cause for flat reduction of 33 per cent.
it was meant only for the help of the poor and buna fide agriculturists.
I strongly remind the House, the specific instances when the Hon’ble Reve-
nue Minister in this House in the last“Budget Session, quoted and asserted
that if a flat reduction is made, the richer section of the people like my friend
Mr. Naba Kumar Dutta or Mr. Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed may be greatly
benefited. If flat reduction were there it would have left ng scope for grant-
ing relief to the poorer section. If you leave scope for the richer
section ol the people to be benefited by this resolution, how can
you expect 50 per cent. reduction il} case of poorer sectionss? It is no
good saying that public demand is for 50 per cent. We have seen that
by exciting public feeling, we are ourselves meddling in affairs which we
cannot make practically applicable,
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Sir, I shall only refer you to some portion of a speech by Mr. Masani,
which appeared in the yesterday’s issue of the Amrita Bazar Patrika. He
says that Congress Ministries have failed io remove the grievances of the
people (A woice: Is it resonance ?). He says “ political prisoners with
some exceptions had been released, the ban on most organisations had been
lifted (Mr. Arun Kumar Chanda:—The devil will quote the scriptures
if it suits him) newspapers securities had been given back, and some measure
of economic relief had been given to the agriculturists. There was also a
certain enlargement of civil liberties and there was something of expectancy
in the air. But the repressive laws were still on the Statute Book and were
being used by Congress Ministries. No solution had been found for poverty,
unemployment and illiteracy. It was evident that some of the Congress
Ministries could not refrain from taking use of the repressive laws .

So, I say if you insist on 50 per cent. reduction irrespective of the fact
whether it goes to the people who need it most, or it goes to the richer sec-
tion of the people, you are not giving any relief to the poor. I can remind
those hon. members that their position would not be different from that of
the Hon’ble Revenue Minister’s position of to-day. At one time he was
probably no less earnest and persistent in his demand for 50 per cent. reduc-
tion, but when he has been faced with actual state of things—the financial
position of the Government—he finds it is not an easy matter which can be
easily solved. So, I should appeal to the hon. members to realise that we
are not here to be guided by the letters of the resolution, but the spirit of it.
We find from the scope of the Enquiry Committee that the Hon’ble Revenue
Minister, the President of that Committee, recommended 50 per cent. reduc-
tion to the deserving cases. This was one of the items of the Committee.
The Enquiry Committee did not forget those poor, deserving, bona fide agri-
culturists who were granted 50 per cent. reduction. ]

Then, Sir, in my last budget speech, and this has been just now endor-
sed by my friend Maulavi Abdul Matin Chaudhury, I said that we ourselves
by our own action—at least a large section of the members of this House—
are opposing to give real benefit to the deserving cases. If we throw open
the undeveloped portion of lan Is, which is now inhabited by wild beasts and
animals, we could have granted this meacure of relief to the poor people,
We bring our own adversity by denying ourselves the privilege which the
Government could grant. In this matter Ishould also draw the attention
of the hon. members to the comparative figures that were placed before

the House by the Hon’ble Revenue Minister as to what sort of reduction
of land revenue has been granted by other provinces. We know Ageyy,
is @ poor province in comparison with other provinces for which those
figures were placed before the House, by the Hon’ble Revenue Minister
At the same time I bring to the notice of the House the alarmiye 5
that a distinguished officer like Mr. J. A. Dawson—whose namq note

houschold.one in the Surma Valley in view of the fact that he was 1:: :
sympathetic and very considerate towards poor tenants of Sylhet ang thg

when tl}f:y were visited by terrible floods of 1929 has recorded, Sjy h

says : C})lne great danger in granting the liberal remissions for 193,7-'13
0}111 a m_uct Ll’krll_ore .gen}ﬂ[‘()us scale than for previous yearsis that while i 'is
the easiest thing in the world to grant remissions, it is q i

to curtail them in future Ve g » 1t 15 extremely diffieult
: Also it “"_I{‘CCC?SB-‘"Y to keep something in hand for
is to happen it we have extensive floods in districts like
Nowgong.m_volvmg according to the rules for
large remissions of land revenue, tl

gratuitous relief on a large scale ?

a rainy day. What
Sylhet or Cachar or
suspensions and  remissions,
1e giving out of agricultural loans, and

Ls
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In my note I have decalt with the matter from the point of view of the
Lgonomic necessily of granting the proposed remissions of land revenue and
with my eyc on futurc budgets and on the difficulty there may be of
securing a loan through the Reserve Bank to repay our debts to the Govern-
ment of India if we do not zealously guard our resources. So far as the
Committee could gather from the information at its disposal, no other
province has been anything like so liberal in land revenue remissions as
Assam has been.”

: These are matters which ought to be taken into consideration. I also
like to point out to the House that some hon. members of this House who
are not more charitable made some observation about the personnel of the
Select Committee. What we find is that some of the experienced men who
spent their whole life in revenue matters were taken in. I should say that
experience is a thing which should always be taken into consideration for
the guidance of a complicated matter like that of revenue. Of course, it
would have been better if the personnel of the Committee would have been
taken in consultation with the members of the Hous:. At the same time
we find that three hon. members of the Congress group were invited but
they did not take part in the matter and I do not know whether that was
out of any policy that they would find it difficult for any easy solution.
I rather find, Sir, that it was a sincere and earnest effort on the part of the
Government to help the acutally needy people. With these few words
I support the amendment moved by my hon. friend Khan Sahib Maulavi
Sayidur Rahman.

Kuan Sams Mavravi MUDABBIR -HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI : Mr.
Speaker, Sir, 1 have heard the discussions on the report of the Revenue
Enquiry Committee and I find that there has been some confusion of issues
in this connection. First of all, Sir, in the last budget session, this House
passed a resolution recommending a flat rate of 33 per cent. reduction of
land revenue to the temporarily-settled districts of Assam and in pursuance
of that resolution this Enquiry Committee was held and now it has come up
before the House with a report. Now, Sir, the main issue before the House
is that the House passed a resolution recommending 33 per cent. reduction
of revenue but the recommendation of the Committee appears to be quite
otherwise. The question is whether a resolution passed by the House should
be regarded as a mandate from the House or merely a recommendation. If
it is assumed for argument’s sake that it is mandatory then should it be
understood with reference to the discussions made on that resolution or by
the rigid contents thercof ? I think this resolution should be understood
with reference to the debates or speeches made thereon, especially by the
" mover of that resolution. Again in accordance with the debate, a Commit-
tee was appointed and a report of that Committee is now before the House
for its consideration. In the report of the Enquiry Committee I find the
names of at least ten hon. members of this House who took part in the Com-
mittee and who were also party to that resolution. Thf;y have modified
their opinion in the light of experience they have gained in the Enquiry
Committee. So, Sir, I think that this House is also competent to modify,
alter or add to their decision in the light of experience gained by the mate-
rials supplied by the report of the Enquiry Committee. In this view of
things, this report may be considered and accepted by this House.

Tue HoNBLE THE SPEAKER : Is not this to go to vote to-day ?

R A1 BAHADUR | PROMODE CHANDRA DUTT: Is it the idea of the
hon. members to sit after 4 ?  This matter has been thoroughly discussed.
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@ FACTF 27 412 17 (wrawA Ao ogrs @fed] FArAcs 4183 ST (Al
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Srijur DEVESWAR SARMAH : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to support
the motion moved by my hon. friend Srijut Siddhinath Sarma and to oppose
the motion that has been moved by my hon. friend Khan Sahib Saiyidur
Rahman. Sir, we have been anxiously waiting to hear all those who have
opposed Srijut” Siddhinath Sarma’s motion and supported Khan Sahib
Saiyidur Rahman’s motion as to the grounds therefor. I for one feel that
the issues have been confused, by some people deliberately, and, by others
I do not know how and why, because to my mind the only moot point at
issue in this matter is whether the House tolerates the action of the Govern-
ment on going back on its own word, on its own assurance.

Tue HonsrLe Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: On a
point of information. May I know what assurance the hon. member is
alluding to ? 3 -

Sryur DEVESWAR SARMAH: Give me a moment. Iam coming
to it in developing my argument. The issue, I submit, was this whether the
declared wish of the House, and which was also accepted by the Government,
is to be given effect to or not, or whether the Government may be allowed
to go back on its word. Khan Sahib Saiyidur Rahman delivered a leng-
thy and laboured speech. If my hon. friend Mr Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed felt
like a Glaxo Boy I felt like a country lawyer, which I am. He has acted
like a Magistrate in a police case, his reasonings are the reasonings of
acquittal, but towards the end of his judgment he somehow turns.round and
convicts the accused because he dares not to disoblige the police. The Khan
Sahib’s reasonings are the same as advanced by Srijut Siddhinath Sarma,
but he changes lamentably towards the end of his speech and says “‘yes ! as
regards funds we are in difficulty so let us for the present be content with it”.
He also said that there is a strong feeling in the country about this matter.
But he did not say whether he shared the feeling or not. Evidently he
rose up and wanted to explain his position. In doing so he failed to show
whether it was his position in the country or in this House. Apparently, his
press statement varies from the statement he makes here.

Coming to the Hon’ble Revenue Minister, he has -considerable
experience of the legislatures—formerly on this side but since translated to
the Government side. We were waiting in vain to hear the reasons that he
had to put forward for going back upon the declared opinion in the House.
‘He wanted to know what he accepted

Tre HoN'BLE Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: What he
¢ assured ’ and not ‘accepted ’,

......
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Sryyur DEBESWAR SARMAH: What
assured it comes to the same thing. Sir, w
Hon’ble Ministers and every precious word that drops {rom their lips are
costly to us poor rate-payers. But I could hardly imagine that the Hon’ble
Minister, for Land and Revenue would stretch his contention to the extent,
that amendments have to be moved upon the words of his speech. Otherwise
what else does he mean by asking whether he said such and such a thing in
his speech on the amendment. The position of the Government must have
been clear. There was a resolution for fifty per cent. reduction which was
defeated. There was an amendment to it for making ita 33 {per cent. flat
reduction. The Government accepted it as such. The speech made on that
occasion might have contained various words and arguments, But nobody
would conceive the idea that amendments have to be made to various state-
ments that are contained in the speech itself. Now, Sir, shall I be far wrong
in taking that the Government is playing fast and loose with the hon. members
of this House ? I do maintain that the Government are playing. fast and
loose with us. How ? At the time when the resolution for a 50 per cent.
reduction was taken up, the feeling in this House was strong in support for a
33 per cent. flat reduction. If the Government go back upon that accept-
ance now they are not, I will say, honest in their intentions. The Govern-
ment saw which way the wind was blowing then and also guessed the inten-
tions of the House. They clearly saw that if they would not accept the
amendment they would have to court a straight defeat and they were not
prepared to risk it. May I take it that they have since taken to practical
politics as stated by my hon. friend on my left ? Possibly, at that moment,
if they had said that on account of financial considerations they could not
accept the resolution, the position would have been different. That is why
I say the Government are sailing with the winds and are playing ducks and
drakes with this House. Then, all the arguments that a resolution is after
all a resolution and it is not a command from the House and it may or may
not be accepted, do not hold water. Because to that amended resolution
passed for a flat reduction of 33 per cent., the Government was a party; it
might have been honestly or dishonestly. So if the Government honestly
accepted the resolution, then honestly they ought to have acted up to it,
If they now turn back and say that they will go up only to a certain extent,
it can lead to only one inference and that is that the intentions of the
Government were not honest in accepting the resolution but it was
done with a view to tide over the difficulty for the time being. Sir,
there could be no misunderstanding about that resolution ? It was
a resolution for a flat rate of 33 per cent. A point of order was also
raised and the Chairman ruled that it was a flat rate. Further more, what
could be the motive for this going back upon the _declared and agreed
wish of this House and saying that the Government will grant 123 per cent,
reduction only in some cases ? Did we not hear the Hpn’bie Revenue
Minister declaring that he would willingly come forward with 25 per cent,
reduction ? Did he not say that ? Then why whittle down that and
come down to 12 per cent ? I would point out to the House that
the question is not whether it is 50 per cent. or 33 per cent. or 12 per cent.
Butit is a que§tion whether the House can allow the Government to take
the position it is taking that is to say flouting 2 declared wish of the House
and which was also accepted by themselves. It will be serious inroad upon
the privileges of this House. ~ It is this constitutional issue which I want
to bring home to the hon. members. One hon, member I mean Khan
Sahib Saiyidur Rahman went to the extent of even invoking the reputa-
tion of the Hon’ble Revenue Minister. He could very well spare us

he accepted or what was
e know we pay dearly to the
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from it. How could he have been unmindful of the position that if good
conduct is sought to be proved, evidence of bad conduct becomes admissible.
We may not go to that extent, good taste might have prevented the
hon. member Maulavi Ashraffuddin Md. Choudhury, when he sang halleluja
to a Government officer who has all along been present in officers’ gallery
and we do not want to imitate him by saying what can be said to the con-
trary. As regards the Hon’ble Revenue Minister’s throwing cheap jibes at
us, the members of the Congress Party the less said the better. Belonging to
a great organisation pilotted by the greatest of living men for peace on earth
and goodwill to mankind through truth and non-violence, we are not
unaware of our many shortcomings to reproach ourselves with. But it
ill lies in the mouth of the Revenue Minister to cast the fling on us as
he did and we treat it with such feeling as it deserves coming {rom one
who kicks the ladder by which he rose.

Coming to the point raised by the hon. member Maulavi Matin Chau-
dhury and some others, that Sylhet has been given so much reduction only or
so much reduction has not been given to this or that district, I say that these
points are not so pertinent as regards our present discussion. ‘The question
resolves itself to this whether the House would tolerate their privileges
being whittled down like this. It pains me to hear from hon. member
Mzr. Hockenhull, pointing out that this is a question that affects the financial
position of the province and asking what he will be saying to the Central
Government when we have to stand up before them asking for more money
and facing a question as to what we arc doing for ourselves. If asked
what we have been doing for ourselves, for one thing I would say that when
hon. member will have to face such a situation it is to his credit to be able to
say ‘“when thc Hon’ble the Speaker of Assam wanted Rs. 500 per mensem
as his salary, I voted for a thousand.” If Mr. Hockenhull raises the
question of funds then that would be my answer to him. ButI would
implore the hon. members of the European Group to consider the matter
from another point It is usually said and sometimes not without reason
that the Europeans in this country thwart us in the way of our progress.
Do they not lend themselves to the charge of thwarting us in our progress
towards Self-Government in opposing Mr. Sarma’s motion. If the
Congress said that the Government of India Act, 1935 did not give any real
autonomy do the present Cabinet and the European group not corrobhorate
Congress position and demonstrate it by their doings? It is nearing 4 o’clock
and I shall not take much time of the House. Sir, there are the famous
statements of the Secretary of State for India as well as the statement of the
Viceroy of India while inaugurating the Reforms and if we remember these
did they not say that the Act has been passed and Reforms have been
given to India, it was for the Indians to try and work the new laws and
grow healthy conventions for autonomy. After all, autonomous respon=
sible Government depends to a great extent on healthy conventions to he
created and maintained. Do my friends to my left give a helping hand
to growing and building up healthy conventions by their opposition to
Sarma’s motion ? Would such a position be tolerated inthe House of
Commons even for thirty seconds ifthe Government flouts the declared
wishes of the House in a matter to which they were also a party by accep-
tance ?. I repeat Sir, that it would have been different if the Government
had said at the beginning that they could not carry on the Government
if there was a ﬂa_t rate reduction of 33 per cent. But no, the opinion of
the House was distinctly against them; the wind was blowing severely
against them and in view of the then situation, they accepted the
resolution. They were a party to that, an acquiescing party to the declared
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wish of the House. Insuch a matter as this we expected that our European
friends would lead us by the hand towards building up of healthy conven-
tions. Instead of that it is painful to see that they would support
Government, on the plea of want of funds. Sir, this question of the
want of funds is a chronic disease and it is not a new thing to Assam.

Mr. F. W. HOCKENHULL: Yes, it is an important consideration.

Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAH : -Yes, Sir, may I not ask you where
were you slumbering at the time when the 33 per cent reduction resolution
was passed ? Then why did you accept the resolution ? Why did you
not have the boldness to stand up and say “no this province does not
require it as she cannot afford 33 per cent. reduction of her land revenue ?*’
What were you doing on that occasion ? Did you not support 33 per cent.
flat rate of reduction ? We can understand ceriain sections standing up
and supporting the Ministry in actions good, bad or indifferent. But I
think, I may be given the privileges to appeal to them again, because it is
a matter which concerns us not only for the present but what is more impor-
tant the rights and dignity of the House also, which concerns even our
posterity. I appeal to them again, let usstand by our former decision,
let us be firm in our assertion of our rights and privileges. After full delibera-
tion we accepted the amendment that was moved by the hon. Khan Sahib
Sayidur Rahman in the last budget session, let us stick to that. Sir, it is
not so much a question of 10 per cent. or 20 per cent. or 30 per cent. or
50 per cent. it is a question of making or re-making a healthy convention
which goes to the very root of autonomy and our posterity will judge our
action of this evening. :

Srijur SIDDHI NATH SARMA : Mr. Speaker, Sir, In spite of the
vehement and dramatic display of the Hon’ble Minister for Revenue, we
could not be convinced by his arguments. His speech a'upcd more at at-
tacking the Congress and its policy than trying to defend his own.

Tue Hon’BLE Srijur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: On a
point of personal explanation. If I mentioned what the Congress Pro-
vinces are doing in thismatter, I did not do so with any intention of
disparaging their activities. I only intended to say that we should proceed
cautiously just as the other provinces are doing.

Srijur SIDDHI NATH SARMA : He may probably be an adept in
poisoning the minds of others against the Congress but we believe that
those who keep an open mind will be convinced that what the Congress is
doing in other Provinces are very much more than what the Hon’ble Minister
is doing here. Sir, the references made by the Hon’ble Minister for
Revenue regarding other Provinces in India are misleading. He has refer-
red to many provinces where Raifwari system does not at all prevail.
The question of relief in these provinces therefore can have no application.
In reference to other provinces where Raitwari system prevails, if he cared
to study the previous history of remission he would have found that cxtensive
remission was granted by previous Governments and the present Government,
arc adding to that relief substantially. He should have also seen that those
provinces are spending large sums of money in irrigation and other projects
thereby helping the raiyats in the improvement of agriculture,

T'ne HON'BLE Sryur ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURLI : May I
know what provinces he refers to ?

Srijur SIDDHI NATH SARMA : He did not also cite the incidence
of taxation in those provinces. Tt will be seen, Sir that next to the province
of Bombay in which the ‘agricul}urists are well-off on account of cotton
growing and other profitable agricultural pursuits, Assam raiyats are to
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bear the heaviest burden of taxes. But what the Hon’ble Minister does
not at all refer to is the condition of our agriculturists. And to judge 1t,
we need not go to any other source but what the Hon’ble Minister himself
found about a year ago. Inthe enjoyment of his position asa Minister
he might have forgotten them all but the facts remain that _they are in the
lowest stage of poverty and want and that the same has been demonstrated
by the large  arrears of revenue that are outstanding from year to year,
and the many coercive measures that the Government are adopting for the
realisation of the same. I already spoke that the issue of the rich and the
poor that has been sought to be introduced into this question of revenue
remission is purposely confusing. 90 per cent. of our people are agriculturists
and that they are admittedly extremely poor. So the reduction should be
universal. Once more I appeal tothe House to lend its support to my
motion.

Tue Hon'BLe Mauravi Sarvio Sk MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
Mr. Speaker, Sir. This debate to my mind......... oo

Srijur SIDDHI NATH SARMA: On a point of order, Sir, Isthe
Hon’ble Chief Minister replying ? He is not the Minister in c},mrgc.

THE Hon’BLE Mauravi Sarvip S;ir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
1 am entitled to reply on behalf of the Government.

This debate has unfortunately degenerated into a drama of deeds and
theatre of words and therefore the word ‘melodrama’ has loomed large in
many of the speeches of the hon. members. But for the edification of
those hon. members who are new to the House, I can say that melodrama
can do wonders. When this question of land revenue remission was first
urged upon the Government by my Hon’ble Colleague the Revenue Minister
the then Revenue Member Sir Abraham Laine’ said “what mover is
urging reads like a melodrama.” That melodrama gave to the poor
agriculturists a remission to the tune of 18 lakhs of rupees. Sir, although
the same hon. gentleman is my colleague to-day, I will even now say
that he is full of the same melodrama—of course not in the sense used by
my hon. friends on the opposite. And this melodrama has persuaded
Government to give a further remission of very nearly 12 lakhs of rupees.
In other words it has given the poor agriculturists a total remission of nearly
30 lakhs of rupess. :

Sir, I am astounded to sce that the remission which a poor province
1 ke Assam has given, thanks to the insistence of my Hon’ble Colleague the

venue Minister, instead of evoking commendation that it deserves, is
30 .ght to be made the means of a censure by a party whose avowed T
; 3 ! policy
is' reduction of land revenue. And what will be considered asa censured
motion against my Hon’ble Colleague, will be considered as a censur
motion against the whole Government. To understand the implicati G
of this motion the House shall have to consider two or th P CS ion
carefully. e

Sir, the first kist of our next land revenue deman
January. Our land revenue demand, as was mentiongd {ius due on 15t'h
very nearly one crore twenty lakhs and it is well-known ¢ C‘hother day, is
that in one Valley, it is collected through the revenye fo e membc}:‘s
Mauzadar, and in the other valley, through Tahsildars al:ﬁler Caucfont :s
prepared in the office of the Sub-Deputy Collector, Apg s be the
remission—33 per cent, 25 per cent. or 50 per cent i to be

tediand thereafter ; : ; . the roll has got ;
correc : eafter it has got to be issued to Mauzadars on the one side
and to Tahsildars on the others. There is only a mmiha-'l;? oﬂctween. We
have honestly—or in the words of my friends from the o Losite benches, dis-
homnestly—given this remission of 11 lakhs of rupees. Igpfhe House wants to

¥ v
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censure us for thi., we shall be compelled at once to stop the remission.

The matters for complaint is that Government have gone against the words
that they themsclves uttered during that discussion. I have carefully gone
into what my Hon’ble Colleague had said during that discussion. We have
not resiled from that. Some hon. members see dishonesty whenever it comes
from this quarter. But everyone who has read the debates carefully will
find that Government accepted this decision to give 33 per cent. or even
more only to the poor agriculturists and not to the middle class gentry,
When this was explained to the House, the suggestion was accepted by the
hon. mover of the amendment. Khan Sahib Maulavi Sayidur Rahman he in
replying to the debate clearly mentioned there. Therefore, Sir, it cannot be
said that Government acted dishonestly.

Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAH : Is the Hon’ble Chief Minister correct
in saying that the motion was not accepted at a flat rate of reduction ?

THE Hon’BLE MAuLAvI Sarvip SiR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Government accepted in terms of the speech. That was mentioned then
and there. :

I would not be baulked by the hon. interrupter, but I will continue my
speech. :

3 What has Government done ? Government said and even now says that
they are willing to help the poor community or the real agriculturists, and the
Committee that was set up which was advocated by my Hon’ble Colleague
long before he was a Minister, has come to the decision that those who pay
Rs. 12 and less will receive a remission of five annas in the rupee. What
does it mean in terms of rupees, annas and pies.

I will take the case of Cachar first. The previous Government composed of
non-Congress Ministers and Members gave them a remission but after review-
ing certain facts that Government came to the conclusion that they should get
one anna in the rupee as remission. But this present Government have gone
to the length of giving a remission of five annas in the rupee to all the patta-
holders who pay Rs. 12 or less. Then again to the general land revenue
payer what has Government done ? The last Government gave them
one anna in the rupee as remission, but this present Government have given
them a remission of two annas in the rupee, or an increase of cent. per-

ent.

§ I find, Sir, one hon. member representing Gachar laughing at this state-
ment of mine. For his edification, I will say that Cachar has benefited in
another way. All the other districts of the province had their re-settlement,
Cachar’s re-scttlement is due next year siz., 1938. Everyone knows that
generally at each re-settlement there is an increase in revenue. But this -
Government came to the conclusion that Cachar’s re-settlement should be
postponed for five years. Therefore Cachar has got a big bencfit on
account of this postponement of re-settlement which they would not have
otherwise got. I will put an offer to my hon. friends from ‘Gacha.r-' whether
they arc prepared to allow re-setilement in 1938 to go on and I will at once
ask my Hon’ble Colleague to give them the same rate of four annas in the
rupee which other Assam districts are getting. :

Sir, I will come to Jaintia now. My hon. friend Maulavi Abdu] Matin
Chaudhury has shown that Jaintia has not been properly treated. In
a scnse, on the figures he quoted he is correct. But he has not taken into
consideration another fact, that is, the comparative rate of revenue between
Jaintia estates and Assam estates. It is on account of that there was a
difference made by the late Govc.rnmcnt that wh.crc_as Assam districts were
given a remission of annas three in the rupee, Jaintia was given only annas
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two in the rupee but this Government has increased to those who are payng
Rs. 12 or less the remission to annas five in the rupee. The general revenue
payer will be benefited by another anna in the rupee, thus giving them 50
per cent. increase.

There was onc point that was referred to the other day, and that was
the question of the tribal people. There is in the minds of many of the hon.
members who represent these constituencics that they have not been well
or sufficiently treated. They say that the system of clans is still continuing 11
their localities. A patta may be in the name of one or two but is rc;_xl]y
shared by the whole clan. These gentlemen, through their representative,
Mr. Dhirsingh Dewri in the Enquiry Committee, wanted to raisc the point.
The position as regards that is this. First we have to find out all these _]-::u'ni
pattas in those areas standing in the name of the tribal people. That wil
take some time, Then we will have to make an enquiry paia by patta to
see if pattas which may contain more than one names are really shared by
more names. That will take some time. In this way if we take into con-
sideration the divisions of the proprietary right when a patta is standing only
in the name of one or more persons, it will take such a length of time that
no remission can be given in the current year. So I can assure those hon.
members that whatever they are entitled to, either the ordinary 4 annas
in the rupee or five annas in the rupee, they will get. But should circum-
stances réquire that this remission should be continued next year, then the
question whether any further relief can be given to them on this score will be
surely taken into consideration.

Sir, another point on figures, I will place before the House and then I
will close the discussion. Some of my hon. friends ridiculed the idea of
- giving 50 per cent. reduction to the estates that have been annulled. They
think that the number is very small and the revenue concerned is negligible.
But the figures are otherwise. I have got the figures with me for only‘ the
Assam Valley districts and I will place them before the House. In 1933-34
paitas for 9094 acres were annulled and it meant a loss of revenue of
Rs.19,000 and a little over. In 1934-35 the area increased to 14,350 acres
and the resultant revenue to very nearly Rs. 33,000. In 1935-36 patlas
covering an area of 23,537 acres with a revenue demand of Rs. 50,427 have
been annulled.

Sryur SARVESWAR BARUA : How many of them have been put in
possession of their lands ?

THE HowsLe Mauravi Saryip SR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:

1 have not got that statement with me. But the idea that was sought to be
. conveyed in certain speeches was that this is very negligible.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: On a point of information, Sir.
If the Hon’ble Chief Minister would look .into the recommendation made by
the Revenue Committee, he will find that only those partas which have been
cancelled and the persons concerned are in possession have been given re-
mission of 50 per cent. and so it is very misleading to quote this figure with-

out giving the number of persons who are actually in occupation and whom
this refund would benefit, ;

- Tue HoN’BLE THE SPEAKER :
soon.

Tee HoN’sLe Mauravi Sarvip SR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
What can I do, Sir, with these interruptions ? Now, Sir, the arca of 23,000
acres clearly gives an indication of the number of families that are involved.
On the lowcst computation [ believe Sir, that very nearly 8,000 families are
concerned in the question of this annulment of pattas. 'Wha’.t I have said so

far is as regards the revenue side. I am now coming to the practical side of
the question.

The Hon’ble Minister should finish
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The total demand of revenue is 1 crore 20 lakhs of rupees. A flat rate
of 33 per cent, which I hold will benefit people like myself, thatis middle
class people more than the poor agriculturists, will mean a reduction of re-
venue to the extent of very nearly 35 lakhs. The total revenue of the pro-
vince inclusive of the subvention that we get from the Centre is 2 crores 80
lakhs. If we deduct the amount required for a flat reduction of either 50
per cent. or 33 per cent, it will mean such a tremendous drain on the re-
sources of the province that we will have to suspend all our activities for
benefiting the people for whom this claim has been made by hon. friends
opposite. It is immaterial for the purpose of the debate to mention that my
friends have got the most charitable end in view. But even conceding that,
I will have to say that they have coms to this Assembly with the avowed
purpose of wrecking the constitution. The best way to wreck a constitu-
tion 1is to cripple its resources in such a way that it cannot function ! This
may be the result if this motion is carried. But as regards that section of
the: House which has come here to make the best out of the present consti-
tution, I would request in all sincerity and with the utmost emphasis that
I can command to look forward and consider seriously ! efore the vote. As
has been said by various hon. members who have participated in this
debate, we have gone very far, in fact farther than we should have
gone in giving remission. Comparisons are always odious and I would not
follow the example of either my Hon’ble friend over there or the other hon.
members who have spoken. I will only follow the old adage that we should
cut our coat according to the length of our cloth. Therefore I say that,
acting upon this old adage, we have gone the farthest limit. To go beyond
this would mean coming to the breaking point of the administration.

Srijur KAMESWAR DAS:  May I know, Sir, if the Hon’ble Revenue
Minister in his speech in the Budget session did not say that persons paying
Rs. 15 and less as revenue should be taken as poor ?

Tue Hon’sLE MAULAVI Sarvip S;ik MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
That was his personal opinion. The matter had to be discussed by the
Government and the Government has come to the conclusion that the
recommendation of the Committee meets the ends of justice.

Sir, these interruptions have had the desired end of deflecting my
thougits. I have now lost the trend of my speech. Therefore, after making
this request to hon. members of this House, namely to consider twice before
voting in this matter, I resume my seat.

Srijur DEBESWAR SARMAH: I have one little point of informa-
tion, Sir,

Tre Hon’BLE THE SPEAKER: It is now 4°30 and I now put the
motion. The question is— : e

“That this Assembly rejects in fofo the recommendations of the Land
Revenue Committee and the Resolution of the Government based there-
on as being against the expressed recommendation of the House and
insists on a reduction of 33 per cent. of land revenue for Khiraj estates as
passed by the House in its last Budget session”.

The House then divided with the following result :—

AvEs—39 Noks—64
1. Mr. Arun Kumar Chanda. L. The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid
Sir Muhammad Saadulla.
2. The Hon’ble Shams-ul-Ulama
Maulana Abu Nasr Md.
3. Srijut Beliram Das. Waheed.

.

9. Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee.



4-. Srijut Bhuban Chandra Gogoi.

5. Babu Bipin Behari Das.

6.

(it

11.
12,

13.

14.
15.
16.
178
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24,
25.

26.

21.

Srijut Bipin Chandra Medhi.

Babu Dakshing
Gupta Chaudhuri.

Ranjan

Srijut Debeswar Sarmah.

. Srijut Ghanashyam Das.
10.

Srijut Gaurikanta Talukdar.
Srijut Gopinath Bardoloi.
Srijut Haladhar Bhuyan.

Babu Harendra

N =
W arayan Chau

Srijut Jadav Prosad Chaliha.

Srijut Jogendra Chandra Nath.

Srijut Jogendra Nath Barua.
Srijut Jogeschandra Gohain.
Srijut Kameswar Das.

Babu Kamini Kumar Sen.
Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy.
Srijut Krishna Nath Sarmah.
Babu Rabindra Nath Aditya.
Srijut Lakshesvar Borooah.
Babu Lalit Mohan Kar.
Srijut Mahadey Sarma.
Srijut Mahi Chandrg Bora,

Srijut Omeo Kumar Das.
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27.

28.
29.

30.
31.
32,
33.

34.
35.

36.

317.
38.
39.

. The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M.

Nichols-Rov.

. The Hen’ble Srijut Rohini
Kumar Chaudhuri.
The Hon’ble Maulavi Md.
Ali Haidar Khan.
Kumar Ajit Narayan Dev.
Babu Akshay Kumar Das.
Babu Balaram Sircar.
Srijut  Jogendra Narayan
Mandal

. Babu Kalachand Roy.
. Mr.
. Dr. Mahendra Nath Saikia.
. Mr. Naba Kumar Dutta.

Kedarmal Brahmin.

Srijut Purandar Sarma.

. Srijut Ram Nath Das.
. Srijut Santosh Kumar Barua.
. Maulavi Abdul Aziz.

. Maulavi Abdul Bari Chau-
dhury.
. Khan Bahadur Hazi Abdul

Majid Chaudhury.

. Maulavi Abdul Matin Chau-

dhury.

. Maulavi Syed Abdur R ouf.
. Maulavi Md. Abdus Salam.
. Maulavi Dewan Muhammad

Ahbab  Chaudhury.

. Maulavi Dewan Ali Raja.

. Maulavi Muhammad Amir-
uddin.

. Maulavi Muhammad' Amjad
Ali.
Maulavi Ashrafuddin Md.
Chaudhury.

Maulavi Badaruddin Ahmed.
Khan Bahadur Dewan Ekli-
mur Roza Chaudhury.
Maulavi Ghyasuddin Ahmed.
Maulavi Jahanuddin Ahmed.
Khan Bahadur Maulavi Kera-
mat Ali.
Khan Bahadur Maulavi Mah-
mud Ali.
Maulavi Matior Rahman Mia.
Khan Sahib Maulavi Mudab-
bir Hussain Chaudhuri.
Khan Bahadur Maulavi
Mufizur Rahman.
Maulavi Munawwar Ali.
Maulavi Mazarrof Ali Laskar
Maulavi Namwar Ali Barbhui-

Ya.
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> ; Ahfnciii
28. Srijut Paramananda Das. 40. Maulavi Naziruddgsrnaﬂ
. 41. - Maulavi Sheik .duf
29. Rai Bahadur Promode Chan- Sadagar. - say*
dra Datta,. 42. Khan Sahib MaulaY
Z Rahman. Tow
0 3. Col. A. B. Bcddo¥-
30. Srijut Purna Chandra Sarma. i Morlﬁ E],?' Bc;dau.
% o 45. Mr. J. R. Clayton:
31. Srijut Rajani Kanta Barooah. 46. M[l: J\V, R. Faull-
™ 47. Mr. W. Fleming-
32. Srijut Rajend y 48. Mr. B. 1. Barry: ’
3] Jendra Nath Barua 40 Mo FoW. Hockcn}:‘u
2 ore.
83. Srijut Sankar Chandra Barua. g({ iﬁ g ﬁ I;élﬁ:r_ %
. 52. Mi is Dunn. -
34, Sefat Sarvenwar Barua. S5 M Beyamin, O MO
; 54. Srijut Bhairab ChanC* .
35. Babu = Shibendra Chandra 55 Spijur Bideshi Pan 120 gar-
- 56. Srijut Binode Kumar
o 2 . _ wan.
36. Srijut Siddhi Nath Sarma. 57. Rev. L. Gatphoh.
58. Mr. C. Goldsmith. ”
87. Maulavi Abdur Rahman. 59. Mr. Jobang D. Is'{m-;;d.iri-
60. Srijut Karka Dalay
38. Mr. Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed 61. Srijut Khorsing Teran8 3
¢ 62. Mr. P. Prida. Kachari-
39. Srijut Dhirsingh Deuri. 63. Srijut Rabi Chandra
o

64. Srijut Rupnath Brahma-
The

s Ayes being 39 and the Noes being 64 the motion was lost.

: han
- HOI?’BLE TaE SPEAKER : Then comes the motion of ¥
Sahib Maulavi Sayidur Rahman,

z of

The question’is ‘“that this Assembly considers the rccommﬁndanon'but
the Revenue Enquiry Committee as inadequate in many respects o
having due regard to "the present financial position of the GOVcr“mcnnda-
Assam, accepts the decision of the Government based on those recomme ent
tions for what it is worth and at the same time urges upon the Govcrnnilon
to implement the amendment adopted by the House during the last Sci‘s nd;
¢.g., Temission of revenue at the flat rate of 33 per cent. as soon as it
permit”. ;

The motion was put and carried.

MOTION REGARDING BALLOT VOTING BY SYMBOLS IN LOCAL
BOARD ELECTIONS

THE HoN’srr tur SPEAKER : Then there is another motion 1n the
namié)f Srijut Mahadeb Sarma. . .

*SRyjur” MAHADEVY SARMA : Mr. Speaker, Sir, before I move this
motion I want certain information from the Hon’ble Minister for Local Self-
Government, I put several short notice questions which have been admit-
ted and replies have been before us all, but they have fallen through accor-
ding to Rules. *May I know whether the Government still stick to the

position which we got in reply to these questions regarding the ballot voting
by symbols in Local Board elections ?

*® “That this House is of opinion that the ballot system of voting by symbols be
ntroduced in the ensuing Local Board election of this Province,’



TSy

2626

TrE HoN’BLE REv. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Government hz}s
alrcady given replies to the questions. If the hon. member- moves his
motion the Government will be guided by the vote of the House, but if not,
the replies are there. g

Srijur MAHADEV SARMA : May I take it, Sir, that the Govern-
ment still adheres to the reply given to my question 7 (&) ?

Tue Hon’sLE Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-Roy: The replies are already
there.

Srijur MAHADEV SARMA : Then I do not wish to move the
motion.

PRESENTATION OF *AUTHENTICATED SCHEDULE OF

AUTHORISED PENDITURE IN RELATION TO SUPPLE-
: M]%??ISITARY DEMANDS FOR GRANTS

Tue Hon’sLe MaurLavi Saryip Sl MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
I beg to pre-ent, Sir, the authenticatcd; schedule of authorised expenditure
in relation to supplementary demands for grants.

EXPRESSIOI!‘}P OF CO&DOLENCE ON THE DEATH OF SIR
MICHAEL KEANE AND SIR J. C. BOSE

Tue How’Bre Tne SPEAKER : Iam toplace before the House the
two letters which have been received in response to the expression of con-
dolence on the death of Sir Michael Keanc and Sir J. C. Bose. Lady
Keane has written to the Hon’ble Chief Minister as follows:—*“I very
much appreciate your kind sympathy in my terrible grief. I shall be very
grateful if you wiil convey to the Assembly my deep gratitude for all their
expressions * of affection and esteem for my husband and his work, and for
their kind condolences”

The Secretary to Lady Bose writes :—“I am desired by Lady Bose to
acknowlcdge your message of condolence on behalf of the Legislative
A.ssen-ably on the death of Sir Jagadish Chandra Bose. Sympathy from
his f“‘:_ndﬂ and admirers is a source of consolation to his bereaved relations.
Ehankmg you for your remembrance”

XPUNGING OF GERTAIN PORTION OF ASSEMBLY PROCEED-
INGS
a Now,. before we disperse, I want to announce to the House with regard
4 certain matter, The House perhaps remembers that on the 13th there
Lva.s & statement made by Babu Harendra Narayan Chaudhury against an
Oh. member of this House. I have given my deep and anxious thought
over this matter, and 1 have thought whether this should go down in print
and form part of our proceedings. I have realised that the publication of
sus:h ma?tcrs would really disfigure the proceedings, So I want to expunge
this portion of the proceedings which contains that allegation.

TrE Hon’sLe Mauravi SAlYiD Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

I. Speaker, Sir, we are very much obliged to you for this, and it was really
Painful to think that our proceedings which are conducted with decorum
Should be disfigured by statements of such a libellous nature.

PROROGATION OF THE ASSEMBLY

THE HonN'pig, taeg SPEAKER : I have to announce a message of His
Excellency the Governor. “In exercise of the power conferred by clause
(b) of sub-section (2) of Section 62 of the Government of India Act, 1935,
I, Robert Niel Reid, hereby prorogue the Assam Legislative Assembly,
at the conclusion of its meeting of the 21st December 1937”.

The House then stands prorogued.

*Appendix A
Shillong, A. K. BARUA,
The 12th February 1938. Secretary, Legislative Assembly, Assam.
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APPENDIX—A

AUTHENTICATED SCHEDULE OF SUPPLEMENTARY = STATE-

MENTS OF EXPENDITURE FOR THE YEAR 1937-38 LAID

BEFORE THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY UNDER SECTION 81
OF THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA ACT, 1935.

-

Amount alrc:f-
dy authenti- Supplementary
';::é:::j)n ll;ll.:d:;l[-' ?)Z;-gim lﬁ:‘i Amount {\mount Amounts
Number|  Heads | Government | Assembly | ordc by | by oo | Movntim:
,,.;,;m ?93:-:1 s the As- | vernor ted
B1d sembly (Voted)
Non-cxcluded | Non-excluded
arcas (Voted) | arcas (Voted)
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Rs. Rs. Rs.
9. [25.—General | 18,63,254 25,300 | | §2 543 0.0
Adminis-
tration.
24. | 50.—Civil 39,31,117 5,850 ey 5,850
Works :
(exclud-
ing Tools
and Plant
and esta-
blishment).
Grand total | 5794376 31,150 o 21 31,150

R. N. REID,
The 20th December 1937. Governor.

SHILLONG;—Printed and published by the Supcriatendient, Assam G overnment Press
(L. A.)No.443 —127—25-2-1938



