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Proceedings of the First Session of the Assam Lo gislative
Assembly assembled after the Fourth General
Elections under the Sovereign Democratic
Republican Coastitution of India

The Assembly met in the Assem!ly Chamber, Shilong at 9a M. on
Friday, the 31st March, 1967.

PRESENT
) Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMIE 5.4, (Gal), ma( Gant ib.), Barrister-
7 at-Law, Speaker, in the Chair, ten Ministers, five Ministers of State, two
" Deputy Ministers anc sixty-four Mombers.

QUE‘STEON g5 AND ANSWERS
STARRED QUESTIONS
(To which oral answers were given.)

Re: Doctors in Madhuiuchi and Niz-Kaurbaha Dispensaries

Shri KAMINI MOFHAN SARMA (Rangiya) asked:
#3. Wil the Minister-in-charge of Health be pleased to state—
is aware that the Dispensaries at village

(a) Whether Government is aw i ) at
Madhukuchi and Niz-IKaurbaha in Kamrup District ar:
)

running witheut doctors !

(b) If so, why ?

5 _ri SATINDRA MOHAN DEB
i { cHi s ars ie » of Rangiya Primary Health
8. (a)—(i) Madlmkuchiis a Sub Centre of Rangiya Primary :
Centre (';)llerg)is 1o provision ol whole-time Medical Ollicer for any Sub.
(i{::rltrc' The Medical Ofiicer, Rangiya Primary Health Centre attends
his Sub-Centre.
(i1} 'The Dispensary

(Minister, Health, ete.) replied:

at Kaurbaha (not Niz-Kaurbaha) is a
idi ispensar d not Government Dispensary, It is

¢ Subsidised Dispensary a1 b
jEene f é%ovcnmmnt to post doctors to a Subsidised
Committee of such Dispensary to find out a
ever made with the approval of the Civil

Gove bsid
not the responsibility ©
Dispensary. It is for the
doctor. Appointment 13 how

Surgeon concerned.
(b)—Dues not arise.
Shri PHANI BORA (Nowgong) : 979 fla e Al
gt Gfed AT R «te  subsidised dispensary fats  ©ied
C?ﬂcﬂaﬁiﬁ wtes fFater fre BEAEE 79%| FE0E ?
Shri SATINDRA MOHAN DEB:

wrfeAtsTrr 2l AT TIAF

There is dearth of doctors.

Mr. SPEAKER :

o i o
REFERENCE
(nut for tssued

! ! T nne T Ty




304 QUESTIONS [31st March,

Shri PHANI BORA: Gin 7<wh tzp o1 o fearT a9
subsidised dispensary @ ©igd GlcEICE BT pAIRE TIZ |
s 2 : -

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 he question dees not arise from this qucSUOﬂi) B3

Shri Md. MATLEBUDDIN (Maacsaldoi) : What 18 the number o
dispensaries without doctors ?

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise.

Shri MAHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDITURY (Minister;
Revenue) : t37i7q 9ifds wmzls S edus Fditel 1red Ffarz |

Shri KAMINI MOHAN SARMA : =idts %l sczhicg
i Bz e o12ch 37 At  SEdEics Ged freacg o AR

Mr. SPEAKER : 7«5 2@(51s iy, o12 Fiacd Teacois BICiicatac)
AR | '

___ Jonab RAHIMUDDIN AHMED (Hojai): ¥ 9% sub-
sidised dispensary frales sfqeaces Azl fr Fiefe fig SCRE @7
Raie emizfrs 2 witics seitr Roie i 2

~ Shri MAHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY : 2cg facat=
oi%% s w9 iy a1 4944 dispensary Iifs @im ©fs SHITCD IS
8*1 B =Wy i Wi wiews wawsla siacd wicz @t it o I Sfs
f1 stew fige sfa aict o fefe s w0 |

Shr.i GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Borbhag) :
92@R  dispensavyd SfS widm w4 Rucy sawvics 7 s Fleg P

. Shri MAHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY : s w29
fa o1 R Feasalate uitts | cfem sawg wifds w97 89 <4,
csfom SfF I7@21 T4 29 |

Shri PITSING KONWAR [Mari Rerve i
Scheduled Tribes)] : wiwaw w%ma%cgna?on .

Shri MAHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY : 772 59193
o fam =3 @ AlEET i st wtee qe et A |

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Charaibahi): i
fafe=ts subsidised dispensary wits Sfe aisres ofed (asifd a9 @ics,
e @B AT AT MwT TzA, offets @3 dispensary (IFI oo
patad A2 A1 s w4 e 5 fwaem sfeg o 2 ul

Shri MAHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY: 1 dibite
FCxl @, AT G4F @9 olF w03 43 T T [ F =T

LR e S

P
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Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALTHA (Chief Minister) :
w7 wcated, subsidised dispensary gTts Aw FE9 pAFRT AT AT
gtz frm el E | F€dT @4 4w 9 subsidised dispensary
witg | @EfEE 5ATE FR EREE FO HFIE [{EeT TRy |

Sfema TeAtT o8l «TT BiTT A JT Fen A=y fra g 2
afem itFa @iess fifvats  dispensary 533hd ¢ty GiRfREies 9
g I oG gt AiE ) O SN Rl v Reem Ffee 9B
fraige TS &9 491 31T |

Shri BHUBANESWAR BARMAN (Patacharkuchi): 92
‘fFp cATE AR’ approved FRIcA R TEE i et 2

Shri MAHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY: 43 790%
T4 sleqraiz (Fwz |

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALFHA : Subsidised dispensary
fretea sieq wgad g (FEES T FiF IWET fon FEHle AT
csdcEE atfE qmm FF Fw 1 92 Werdmelsl [Einw Sfs e
ot ATRE FIAC BT ©fF FfE-TFE AHE b

Shri RANENDRA BASUMATARI [Kokrajhar-West
(Reserved for Scheled Tribes] : 5373 TleT (79 =I5} 7i2-9t tF@©
a2 oif 4 fee—fafvats giea Jfzas w17 TR TE @ETT 7w et e ?

Shri MAHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY : Registered
gled 20T fra “fifa |

Shri LAKSYA DHAR CHAUDHURY (Kamalpur): 3
reply i@ Health Minister 3 “al [oica |

Mr. SPEAKER : «=cth @b collective responsibility.
Shri HIRALAL PATWARY (Panery): “fis’ swiex Refe

recognise Ffcg | AT TS SET @ T e A 3w
AT AT At | ;

Mr. SPEAKER : ‘q#caq > ied fmies i >

{  Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : sawi53 wfm 4w @3
subsidised dispensary R GAFT T 6w wfacy qf  pawica
ot | sfeoucdy sihg faatea 1 c‘rffﬂ% T SiCT w7 T4 whew eiesliat-
s O Sies F=fegE IIF 412 @RE U751 ST @fF o

hri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA: 451 mm w3 |
gistcl‘ed Compounder frm ¢zcg |



396 QOULESTIONS [81st March,

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARU A : 53353 %@y 491 4
faeiss o9 @ Gl 2

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : 93 ¢ltths Tdich Stacs
feom = o A@iFER | wiiE el sE@e oA sied cffm 1w
Mea—cfaes o= =3 =ittia

Rz: Progress in Procurement
Shri DULAL CE .\NDRA BARUA (Charaibahi) asked:

*9. Will the Minister-in-charge of Supply be pleased to state —
(a) Whether procurcinent in Assam has been progressing ?
(b) Whatis the target of procuremecnt in Assam ?
(c) What is the achievement so far made ?

Shri RAMESH CHANDRA BAROOAH (Minister, Sapply) replied :

9. (a)—Yes, but the progress is not satisfactory.
(b)—One hundred lakh maunds ol paddy have been fixed as the
target of procurement duringthe current-year (Khatif year).

__ (e)—A quantity of 21,27,703 muunds of pacddy h=s been procured
by different agencies up to 25th March 1967.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: May T Lkiow \ hy the progress
of procurement is not satisfactory ? :

Shri RAMESH CHANDRA BAROCOAH: Becaugse the procurement
had been taken over by the Food Corporation of India and they started
late. Therefore, procurement is not up to the mark up till now. -

Shri GAURI SANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Barbhag): Is it a
fact that while the prevailing market price of paddy 1s anything between
Rs.32 to Rs.35 per maund, the procurement authorities offer to the cultiva-
tors onlv about Rs.19 per maund and, therefore, the p‘asants ar¢ not
prepared 'o give their paddy ? -

Shri RAMESH CHANDRA BAROQAH : That is the Government
fixed rate.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA . Isitnota fact that
becanse the procurement priceis much lower than the prevailing market
price, the peasants are not oficring paddy to the Government procuring

ncy ? r
A8 hri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chiet Minister): I think

the hon. Member is correct. High prices are one of the reasons for which
procurement has been slow.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA : Do Government
propose to revise the prices to be offered to the producers ?

T IRy m— N
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Shri BIMALA PRASAD QCHALIHA : As the hon. Members are
aware, a conlerence is going to be held in Delhi on the 8th and 9th of April
in which an assessinent of th: whole situation would be made. We would
like to wait for the decision there,

Shyi ROTHINDRA NATH SEN (Karimganj-North): When we
get the reply from the Government that procuremesat is not sati-factory, can
we know from the Government whit arrangements they propose to make to
tide over the c¢rying situation which is developing \-'cry' fast ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA: This is a matter which is
enzaging our very serious attentior.

Shri PHANI BORA (Nowgong): Isit a fact that in the district of
Nowgong more paddy has been procured by the black-ma:rketeers and
hoarders than the procuring agency sponsored by Government ?

(No reply)

Shri MO!NUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Sonai): May I know what
is the performance of the Food Corporation which has replaced the Co-
operatiVe ? 97 ]

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA: ‘T'he Food Corporation has not
replaced the Co.operative. According to the Goswami (ommittec’s re-
commendations, certain areas of the State, particularly the surplus districts
were made exclusively co-operative areas and in the remainng = areas othe;
agencies were also recommended for operation. The Food Gorporution is
now performing the task which used to be performed by the Apex Society.

Shri HIRALAL PATWARY (Panery): May I know whetlier
Government nave any control over the Food Corporation ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD GHALIHA: Yes, Sir, though we do ot

have any dircct control, nevertheless we have control,
Shri HIRALAL PATWARY : “Vho has got direct control Sy
Food Corporation of India ? :

Shri BIMALA PRASAD QHALI_H‘X: !t IS a  corporation formed
er a statute. Therefore, 1t 15 L.ad:t ths direct control » the particular

u"(l - . .
nder which it functions.

Board U

shri HIRALAL PATWARY : Ifthe Food Corporation fails to pro-

cure enough foodgrain, who will be responsible for that »

Mr. SPEAKER: The Chid: Minister has already sajd that the matte
Cngaging atteution and there will be a confereace in D:lhi on the 8tha 5
pril to discuss all these mat(ers. n

Shri BHUBANESWAR BARMAN (Patacharkuchi)
cattat FABa 4ame e REAT WF: G6ERbs i wﬁg;“ggg;g
SptalBee a3 44 e sfaqca fwat Cary fs »

is
“ogth A




308 QUESTIONS {31st March,

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : oft=tir sfaba fa-4”
gaara ffFEs EE Afifs g9ite mmt 1 stm wm sfa o AR
CIERATT bATitd Ja9lsa FE@ FR7 FEaca fra a@ieet oz 92 T arwEacd
Ffxq A =i; 12%; 2AToF4q Atifors @ @on sfF o wtfiEm a@ifim |

Mr. SPEAKER: This question docs not arise from the question
under discussion.

Shri ROTHINDRA NATH SEN : May I know who pays for the
establishment of the Food Corporation ?

Shri STMALA PRASAD CHALIHA: The Iood Corporation.
Mr. SPEAKER: Itis anautonomous body and has its own funds.

Shri‘ HIRALA‘L PATWARY : May I know whether the F od.
C:rp.-).ra.tlon.ls considering the question of abolishinz the Co-operative and
engaging rivite tra'ers P In that case th: whole policy will be changed.

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : The conditions under which
the Food Corporation has been allowe| to function are defined. As I said,
the Food Corporation cannot appoint private agencies in the exclusively Co-
operative arcas, but for other areas the Food Corporatioa can appoint agents
in consultation with the Deputy Commissior ers.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : May I know whether it is a fact
that procurement is uot satisfactory only because there is no co-ordination
beiweer tne Co-operative and the Food Corporatisn ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA: No, Sir, I think the main
reason, as has 133_‘{“ stated by Mr. Bhattacharyya, is the big disparity be-
tween the prevailing market price and the procurcment Price.

Shri JOGEN SAIKIA (Jorhat): Is it a fact that the Goswami
Committee definiiely discouraged introduction of the Food Clorporation
of India in Assam ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : Yes, Sir.

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Titabar): Then may I know what
considerations led to the introduction of the Food Corporation in Assam ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : The main considcration was
that procurement involves very huge funds

The Apex Bank has already invested more than 60 lakhs of rupees and
that money is not going to meet the need of the entire arca. If we ask the
Apex Bank to make further advances, the Apex Bank may find itself in diffi-
culty. Therefore, that part of the work which used to be done by the Apex
Markcting Scciety—that work lias been assigned to the Food Corporation of
India.

)
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Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: Sir, whether itis a fact that in
1965 and 1966 the State Government rejected the proposal of procuring
rice by the F.C.I. ? Ifso under what circumstances the Government nas
allowed the I.C.I. to take over the procurement of paddy ?

Mr. SPEAKER : That question has just been replied.

Shri HIRALAL PATWARY : Sir, formerly the responsibility of
supplying rice to the Railwys and Tea Estates was on  the Supply Depart-
ment. Now after it has been taken over by the F.C.I., who will be responsible
for supplying rice to such institutions ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIFIA: 5iv the F.C.I1, activity is con-
fined to the procurementi only. So {ar the distvibution s concerned, that is
done by the Supply Department.

Shri MOHIDHAR PEGU (Majuli, Reserved for
Scheduled Tribes): «3 sz 759  @-9FET @l ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA: «3th a«4sced
pAFIST @z

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : afr s=dac4 5asid@t
QEA 2T CSTANCE (12 IElia SA9@ N BAFIEd Fg € Giftziata FAB

Tqfe A9 qfg |

Shri HIRALAL PATWARY: Sir, the Corporaiion is an American
Type whereas the Clo-operatives are Socialistic Type.

Mr. SPEAKER : €% @iftzisl 72— control %ty direction
Bl TE |

‘Shri HIRALAL PATWARY : Sir, whether the Govornment have
given any serious consideration for keeping the price of paddy and rice in
normal level and whether the I.C.I. has been given instructions to- stop

~abnormal rise of price ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA: Sir, I have not heen able to

-follow the question of the hon. Member. If he has referred to price rise of
paddy, certainly the F.C.1. is not interested in rising the prices. But the

roblem is now in view of the market price and the gap between the market

‘and procurement Price is so big that it is not understood what is to be

done.

Shri HIRALAL PATWARY: Sir, whether the I. C.I. can give any
guarantec that it would be able to procure the required paddy ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA: Sir, I do not know how the

F.Cul. can give the guarantee. [F.C.I. is trying to do its best,
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; Shri HIiRALAT PATWARY ;: Whether it is a fact that the officers of
. the F.C.L of the Cauhalti zone are influencing the so-called producer.........

Mr. SPEAKER: How does that question arise b

Shri BENOY KRISHNA GIHOSE -'G{;:‘.Epai'a-Eflst) . Sir, may I know
whether the Panchayats are allowed 10 procure paddy in certain areas :
Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : I think therc is no harm in
_ Panclayats procuring paddy. But I do not know il Panchayats are

ap pninted as such.

Shri KABIR CHANDRA ROY PRADHANI (Golokganj) :
xr B AT 4T A T fix F@ wie e fefes wea Y

<

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : <47 TC2ITd, a7 faaca
| Shis paFla 9B 5T Wity =T (12 FApeE (77 T GAFAT FACUTT

¢ |

hs,hf'i KABIR CHANDRA ROY PRADHANI: ©Iv cAfsasa
o[f sty @frzcT Ttz 2

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : oz fim 77]d <

¢ifd ztss E | Eadd
Shri PREMADHAR BORA | {Bihpuria) : (1()—0per§ttive
' f e frm ZCE G ?

st Food Corporation & SATAF, @icd Il

Shei BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA: «fs fra @ =i
Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : 47 a8tq A @it =Hca-
o a5 Food Cerporation a Reaedtapres o 4 OO faca
= e o B o il | B
Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : 79T Food Cor-
- poration 3 2IACHT T T pAFHCT Al S AU Zachl Al ST
frrate it czez | faww Regional Manager G129 vt Director
- oifeg; <[l T =

Jonab RAHIMUDDIN AHMED : (Hojai) T4 S&iCT @iee
@ surplus area © procurement @ #fd 790z FCd wi non-surplu
area © private agency d ¥ | wAs 7 aige el G Mz FACE
sfe T3 F{;"r itz A= %41 Cq-,iam | |

BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : wia qf1 w(fsc’l Az e |

Shri
qtdtr mz afecar AT GATAT TaR A |

Shri PREMADHAR BORA: w3 wd calci A1 @3
e e L TR ST SIS, T S S O cngg @ i
; 2

gl Red private agency 97

Aza[za FA AU FlA0Z
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Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : sssis 3w+ 3 A
AR SEAreR  Reddd SlCN wEE | R2EEEd GdiEhE o TR
consumer stores @ SfF SId T pAlEcE  FRCd ww Resds  FEa
€34 _lnb B [T b e I e | e B e B o (B | (ol g E I |
“Iq1 = |

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : orwa sfesdist 11
T @i 2

Mr. SPEAKER: How does that question arise, Mr. Barua ?

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: Sir, itis a broad-based _ques-
tio1l.
Shri HIRALAL PATWARY: migsie 8 5z ffes w29
g5 AT A IS TRYRI Fi Foiwacd vl g |
72 paFies A wif| AiEcr @ g7 99«9 give { sel ¢fEw
St oW Ffeaca [ frm f@eg a1 2

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA: Sir, as Isaid before, this is
engaging our jattention very seriously.

(Shri JOGEN SAIKIA: May I knoew, Sir, whether the officer referred
to by the hon. Chief Minister who has been appointed as the Regional
Manager of F.CI is a rejected officer?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA: I suppose not. He 18
Mr. Sarkar.

M. SHAMSUL HUDA (Dhing) : 777 147 %414 #1w1 32 wif
AptRTE @ S @000 G Al permit =% w9 (2@-T%
oy 23 v ifes fefe #f 98 permit Relw fafgm 2

‘Mr. SPEAKER : 1929 7%C 9 91 7% 705 |

Shyi DULAL CHADRA BURUA: Sir, may we know from the hon.
Chief Minister the terms and conditions under which the Government
of “Assam has given the power of procurement to the F.G.I.?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA: Sir,in this connection I have
given some indication previously.  One of conditions is that in the
excessive co-operative arcas the I'.C.1. is to procure through the co-opera-
tives and im the areas which are not so, they may appoint other agencies
also, ~and if ‘there by any good co-operative ‘they can be appointed and
they -whould -procure paddy,  get it milled and make allotment according
to the direction of the Government in the Supply Department.

Shri'DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : May I know, Sir, what are the
functions of the Supply Department in respect of - procurement ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA: The Supply Department is in
the vigilant side and it is their responsibility for distribution,
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Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHOUDHURY (Nalbari-East): Sir,
is it not a fact that our present procurement policy is confined to only the
surplus areas and if so what is the target ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : Sir, our policy is to procure
as much as possible and our target isfixed at 1 crore maunds of paddy

_ Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: Sir, it is understood that F.C.I.
is meant for procurement only, Then who are the distributing agencies—
for equitable distribution ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA: Distribution is madc through
the co-operatives where there are co-operatives, otherwise it is done through
wholesellers and retailers,

Re: Rising of Price of Commeoditics in the State
Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Charaibahi) asked:

#10, Will the Minister-in—charge of Supply be pleased to state—

(a) Wélat are the reasons of rising of prices of commodities in the
tate ?

(b) Whether any steps have been taken by the Government to
control the rising of prices ? ‘

(c) If so, wliat are the steps ?

Shri RAMESH CHANDRA BAROOAH (Minister, Supply) rcplied :

10. (a)—The rise in prices is an All-India phenomenon. Moest of the
commodities, like wheat, sugar, pulses, mustard oil, etc., are brought to the
State from outside. The prices of these articles have gonc up at the
sources for which the resultant prices in Assam have also gone up.

Since pherc is_a general tendency of rise in piites, this Tl alss
affected the price of rice.

(b)—Yes, Government is quite alive to the situation and some
steps have been taken in this regard,

(c)—(i) All the Deputy Commissioners and Subdivisional Officers
are delegated with powers under D, 1. Rules for fixation of whole-3ale and
retail prices of essential commodities.

(i) All Supply Department Officers up to the rank of Sub-

Inspec
moditics a
ment.

nd verify the same fortnightly and submit report to Govern-

tor of Supply have been directed to check the price of essential com-= .

)
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(iii) Price Vigilance Committees have been set up in the Sub-
divisional, Block and Gaon Panchayat levels, Under this Scheme, a Commit-
tee of Government Officials, Consumers and Traders voluntarily fix prices of
essential commodities at which the traders are required to sell the commodi-
ties and keep vigilance on the activities of the traders and ensure that
they may not resort to profiteering and hoarding of essential commodities.

(iv) All Magistrates, Sub-Deputy Collectors, Block Development
Officers, Co-operative Officers not below the rank of Assistant Co-operative
Officer, Supply Officers not below the rank of Sub-Inspector of Supply
Police Officers not below the rank of Sub-Inspector, Anchaljk Panchava’t
Presidents, Gaon Sabha Presidents have been empowered under D. I. Rules
for enforcement of the prices fixed.

(v) As a result of the measures taken,

1,’]‘{‘1 Case-u 1 !
E. C. Act and D. I. Rules have been launched., S under

the

Shri DULAF-[' CHAgDRA BARUA: Sir,isita fact that the
of the Price Vilgilance Gommittces which are appointed by the Govern
different Districts and Subdivisions for checking the prices of essg&gf

commodities are not accepted hy the District and Subdivisiong] authori-
ties ?

ﬁl‘ldings

Shri RAMESH CHANDRA BAROOAH: T have no such informatj g
Sir. L]

Shri DULAL GH;}NDRA BARUA: Sir, price leve] OF Sesgerts
commodities at Jorhat is very high, May I know what action g cntial
by the Government in this respect ? taken

Shri RAMESH CHANDRA BAROOAH: I will have to check

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: Sir, isita fact that the nr
of essential eommodities have gone up due to scarcity and shoyg Supp] gnces
Shri RAMESH CHANDRA BAROOAH: That may ba ({f; YQ-F ;
the
reasons.

Stri SADHAN RANJAN SARKAR (Lumding): Almos

led o all Contro]
K "My, SPEAKER : Almost a] controlled commodities are ava

market at a higher price and they are actually not scarce. Th

hri RAMESH CHANDRA BAROOAH: I do not th; .
remrf;‘k 1isjustiﬁed. ke *Weeping

up.

i_lab](i in the
at1s hig point,

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA.: Sir, whether j¢ ST
the Jorhat Price Xlgllfince_ Committee has subm'itted i_n their repo;t'
Governm_cnt that the essential commodities are aw_la?)!e in the blac. to the
put not in the open market, g, which there is Tise in price. If Markeg
action Government has takep against those hoarders ?

shri RAMESH CHANDRA BAROOAH: This repor of ¢
Vigilance committee has not reached me, ¢ Jorhgy
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Shri HIRALAL PATWARY (Panery): Sir, is it a fact that since
January 1964 to 1967, Government has kept huge quantities of foodstuffs in

their godowns and thereby an artificial crisis leading to rise in prices has-
been created by the Government ?

Mr. SPEAKER: You mean by the buffer stock ? The buffer stock has
net been released and, therefore, the scarcity.

Shri RAMESH CHANDRA BAROOAH : Sir, that was.done during

the: emergency. The buffer stock was kept under the instruction from
the Centra] Government,

Shri HIRALAL PATWARY: Sir, is it not a fact that 80 percent of the
foods stuff have been demaged ?

Shri RAMESH CHANDRA BAROOAH: 1 have no information.

Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHOUDHURY : May 1 know from the
guestioner........,

Mys. SPEAKER: You cannot put a question to the questioner.

Shri PRABHAT

NARAYAN CHOUDHURY: May I know what are
those commodities whi

ch are meant in this guestion ?

Mr. SPEAKER: 1thas b

een replied by Minister, 2idz his reply at 10
(a). They are wheat, sugar, p

ulses, mustard oil, etc,

Shri HIRALAL PATWARY - Sir, is it a fect tnat the Deputy Commis-
sioner, Nowgong, seized certain foodstuffs in the Government godown . ?

Mr. SPEAKER : That does not arise from this question.  The question
is  about rise in prices.
Shri HIRALAL PATWARY:

damaged . huge quantities of foodstu
the rise in prices.

It is a proof that Government: has:
ffs in their godowns and thereby created

Shri BISWADEV SARMA (Balipara): May 1 know, Sir, from the.
Minister, Supply under what kind of emergency this buffer stock isreleased ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief, Minister): Sir, parti-
cularly at the time of the Pakistani aggression as well as Chinese aggression it
was considered advisable that we should have stock for about three months
of the commodities which we imported from outside, so thatin case of any
interference of the communication, we can tidé ever the situtation. Since then
the Government has been maintaining a buffer stock, It is of corse _correct
that i the buffer stock there has been loss and some of these commodities are.
damaged during storage. : : ;

Shri BISWADEV SARMA: Sir, I wanted to know, if there is no
aggression from any country, thea for what emergencies this buffer stock is
kept ?
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Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : Sir,{if the market price goes
high, the buffer stock will be released for bringing down the price.

Mr. SPEAKER: What the hon. Member wants to know is how long
yeu will keep it as buffer ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : Sir, that has to be kept going.

Shri ATUL CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kaliabar): Buffer
stock ¥ FFEE @M R FHard I9i9S T2T 7 JFE 9B FEG T27 @1 2

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : Buffer stock 3 5iFt=i-
@E 7% AR TINe @ oAiE |

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : Buffer stock 5 == 3=
T2tz ity CRWIE I¥ BATRA AN @A, T wige Fh 7 aifes @
wive, @ g, 92061 T @1 ¢

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : Buffer stock 3 ffats
fF sfEEm 20 ORRET 4 et T2 gt ffEs G
st oRREE T2 FREea fa zm 1 ek fSeee ceien s
e sEs @t e R | Aw mme |

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTA CHARYYA, (Barbhag): Sir, is
there no machinery to check the buffer stock before it detcriorztcd to the
position of inedible or unfit for human consumption?

Shl'i BIMAL{& PRASAD CHALTHA : T would say that we do not have
any efficient machiuery for that purpose.  Because th fiest problem is that
we have to keep them in godowns and the other is that it is. not running in
a commercial way. For these reasons, T am not iscorrect to say that we
de not have an efficient machinery. -

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: w4 581 s -
A 7 & "-’TTII'E IeTe  AMT  ARTRE w@ifee %Wf}aj'z'cfm %Eﬁi%ﬁal F
SEwE AdT FET R AR GE oF T @ oIw w4z slow
Poisoned ¢z Az JET TR F9 @ A G oe 2

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : sifrs coia 2ty @
AT T8 unfit forﬁ human consumption GERar w2 =7 A
o7 wiE AREARF T8 P =Rt fam =7 o slow poison = I

Re: Effect of Non-construction of Railway Culvert in the Jorhat
Subdivision

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Charaibahi) asked:
#1] Will the Minister-in-charge of Public Works 1) (
ment and Drainage) be pleased to state—— SERRHGSIE . Epbamk
(a) Whether Government is aware that dme to non-construction
of Railway culvert in between Patiyagaon and Gohaingaon
Q
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vast area of cultivable land had become useless since the
construction of Borali Dyke in the year 1966 in Jorhat
Subdivision ?

(b) If so, whether Government have taken up the mattei with

Railway authority for immediate construction of the same ?
(c) If not, why ?

Shri MAHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY (Minister, P, W, D.,
F. C. & 1. Wing) replied :

11, (a)—Some areas were affected due to back flow of river Brahma-
putra through eroded embankment. . :

(b)—Yes.

(c)—Does not arise.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA.: Sir, may I know from the hon,
Minister whether it is a fact that due to the construction of the Boral
bund a big area of paddy field has been inundated for which the cuyltj.
vators are not in a position to sow seed? _

Shri MAHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY: That is 8o, Sir, and
therefore it has been decided to construct 4 culvert so that the back water
may go out.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA. Whether it is a fact that the
Chief Engineer, Railways assured the Chief Minister in 1965 that the

construction of culvert would be taken up within a year? What is the
reason for not constructing the culvert ?

Shri MAHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY It was taken up with
the Railway authorities anfl ultimately the Railwaysg agreed to construct
the culvert at a work def_imt system. Accordingly they sent a plan and
estimate for the work. That estimate wag approved by the Assam
Government. The Government of Assam sent repeated reminders to the
Railway authorities to construct the culvert before the monsoon.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : Can we take j¢ that this

cons-
sruction will be completed before the monsoon this vear ? :
ra

y HENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY - We shall try our
best f;i lg;lal?;a’c%is is completed before the monsgon, 4
es

3 dang Communit i
Re: Declaration of Choudang oy ;1 ity asa Specially Backwar d

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Charaibahi) asked :
Shri

9 Wil the Minister-in-charge of Tribal Arecas and Welfare of Back-
*] 2. 1

ent be pleased to state— .
R D‘?V]?i:ﬁ:rc}r it is a fact that Government has l'ﬂccntly e
(AN ni,tiﬁc:ation for treating Choudang community of Assam s

a Specially Backward Class ?

andeay

&

e

i Ik
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(b) 1f so, what special facilities are going to be offered to them for
their all-round development ?

Shri CHATRA SING TERON (Minister, T. A. & W. B, C. Depart-
ment) replied :

12. (a)—Choudang community is treated as other Backward Classes of
the State. -

. (b}—Choudangs are entitled to all such facilities and concessions as
are admissible to other Backward Classes of the State.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : Whether it is 2 fact that under
letter No.GA. Pt. I-76/66—67/179, dated 4th Februray 1967, Govern-
ment issued a directive, which has been handed over to the local Ileader of
the Chaudang community of Jorhat by the Congress candidate of Charai-
bahi Constituency before the election, by stating that the Chaudang
community has been treated as a specially backward class and  Govern-
ment is going (o give special facilities or advantage to them ?

Shri CHATRASING TERON: What was done during the election
1 have no information. T want to know the number of the circular.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : I have already quoted the num-
ber and date of the circular, Sir.

Mr. SPEAKER : ‘The hon, Minister will note tlown the number

etc.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA Letter No.G. A, (Part 1)/76/66-67/
178 dated 4th Februrary 1967, issucd by the Chielf Secretary.” Now, Sir
arc we to understand, as the hon. Minister has stated just now, that this

community Is treated as a backward community, thatis the circular was
issued to misguide the people ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD GHALIHA (Chief Minister): Sir, if the

circular mentioned the community as special backward, they are treated
as special backward clagses,

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : Sir the Chowdang community

has already been treated as hackward as other special backward classes
before the election.

shri CHATRASING TERON : Sir, I would like to explain the

matter: 'B.Ysaegnflﬂ?}r n 1961 a Notification dated the 12th September
1961 Waﬁ&f usubseo ticat the Chowdang community as other Backward
Class- it Quently i 966 Government decided that there are
commun(; A I: AMong the Other Backward Clasees who are education-
ally %I} S;ESO Iewl‘eslpe(;.ts more backward even among the QOther Back-
ward ade e labgu d like to mention ‘those communities— Moran, Matak,
Tea-Gat te. S YUrers, Chowdang, Tea—ygarden Tribes, Ex-tea-garden
labourerss €t€. 90, a distinetion was sought to be drawn and in the Fourth
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Five Year Plan we proposed to take up 2 scheme of giving special bcnctlafilj
to the students belonging to the Other Backward Classed by awart n}b
special scholarship and treating them as Special Backward, as comparatively
they are mere backward than Other Backward Classes. 'So, studcnlg
from these communities who pass in the Third Division are awarde
scholarship though in respect of students from Backward Classes in gencra-l
only First’Division and Second Division passed arc entitled to receive scholar-
ship. Considering the ncute backwardness of these communities in respect of
education, Government decided to do this in that way.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Barbhag): May 1

know whether the Circular mentions ““Special Backward Class’® ? What is
the exact word ?

Shri CHATRASING TERON: Special Backward Cliass ,because
they are more backward for the purpose of educational . facilities.

-Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA : Sir, may I know

undgr ;vnat provision. of the Constitution of India this subdivision has been
made ?

“Shri CHATRASING TERON: Sir, I cannot explain that ; -I shall
have to sce the Constitution.
Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: Sir, while this involves a

question of the Constitution, why the Government did not place the matter
before the House ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIEA : 3ir, the hon. Members arc
aware that there was a Clommission—called’Kalelkar Commission .and that
Commission submitted a Report to the Government of India wherein  they
made elaborate sugges'ions. The Governmen t of India referred to these

recommendations 10 the State Government and the State Government
accepted some of the recommendations.

Rani MANJULA DEVI (Kokrajhar-East): May I . know, Sir,
whether the Rajbangshis are treated as a most Backward Class ?

Shri CHATRASING TERON: Yes, Sir.

Rani MANJULA DEVI: If so, they must be entitled

“to certain
scholarships.

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, if they pass even in Third Division.

Rani MANJULA DEVI: But, I am sorry, Sir, that scholarships
have been stopped to this more Backward Class

Shri CHATRASING TERO@N: Sir, the reason . is . this—previously
the Government of India used to allocate certain amount  for = the Othpr
Backward Classes students and distributed it amongst them on caste basis.
But subsequently in 1963, Government of India advised the State Govern-
ment to convert the same amount to be awarded on the basis of 'economic
backwardness imstead of om caste consideration as scholarship. So, on the



1967] QUESTIONS 319

advice of the Government of India the State Government also contributed
a substantial amount towards the benefit to cover that amount. The State
Government decided to fall in line and according to the advice that was
given by the Government of India. This will also naturally benefit the
students belonging to Other Backward Classes on caste basis. On examina-
tion subsequently it was found that this did not benefit the students
belonging to the Other Backward Classes communities and  therefore
Government at the time of preparation of the Fourth Five Year Plan decided
that in order to treat these people as Other Backward Classes on community
basis the whole thing should be revised.

Shri GAURI SANKAR BHATTACHARYYA ; Sir, do the Government
consider that the Garos and Mikirs who are living in the Plains and are call-
ed Other Backward Classes deserve to be more backward of all the Backward
Classes ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : Sir, so far as the Hill tribes in
the plains districts and the plains tribes in the hill distrcts are  concerned,
they are entitled to all the economic benefits ; similarly the Scheduled tribes
of the plains, living in the Hills are not termed as Hill tribes, they are
entitled to economic and other berefits enjoyed by the Hill tribes living in
the plains districts.

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

(To which answers were laid on the table),
Re: Embankment of the Puthimari river

Shri KAMINI MOHAN SARMA (Rangiya) asked:

5. Will the Minister-in-charge P. W. D. (Flood Gontrnly be pleased
to state— :

(a) Whether Government is aware that the embankment of
Puthimari river in the District of Kamrup was breached on
23rd of August, 1966 causing huge damage and loss to
ahout 60 villages of Rangiya, Kamalpur and Hajo Circles ?

{(b) Whether it is 2 fact that the breach has not been repaired yet ?

(c) What is the expenditure incurred so far in this connection and
what is the total estimated amount ? '

(d) Whether it is a fact that one Bharat Chandra Chaudhury, a
member of the Rangiya Anchalik Panchayat, submitted a
memerandum to the Chief Minister, Assam, that due to
apathy and indifference of some local officials this breach
took place ?

(e) Whether Government will be  pleased to make an enquiry
about the cause of the breach ?
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Shri MAHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY [Minister, P. W. D
(F. C. and I. Wing)] replied:

5. (a)—Yes, at Madhukuchi village.
(b)—The work of restoration is in hand and is nearing completion.

(c —Up-to-date expenditure figure has been called for from the

Division. The total cost of repairs to this breach is estimated to be
Rs,4,43,824.

(d)—Yes, a memorandum has been received.

. (e)—The causcof this breach was found to be foundation failure
by piping and sand boiling, which resulted in slumping and overtopping of
the newly constructed retired embankment.

Re: Flood caused by Pakhalagi river to Jhawhari and Odlaguri

areas 5

Shri GOLAK CHANDRA PATGIRI (Bijni) asked: i il
6. Will the Minister, P. W. D. (E. & D.) Le pleased to state— ' %" ‘
(a) Whether Government s aware that the Pakhalagi river by

its flood is causing damage to Jhawbarj and Odlaguri area
for the last 27 years ?

(b) Whether Government Propose to construct any embankment
along the bank of the river ?

Shri MAHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY [Minister, P. W. D,
(F. C. and I Wing)] replied : !

6. (a)—Yes, to some extent.

(b)—No.
Re:

Quantity of food-stuff required per year in the State

Shri UTTAM CHANDRA BRAHMA (Sidli Reserved for Scheduled |
Tribes) asked: |

7. Will the Minister-in-chaige, Supply be pleased to state —

(a) The total quantity of food-stuff (rice, atta, wheat) required for ‘
the State in a year ? =

(b) The present position of stock of food, i, e., rice, atta and wheat?
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Shri RAMESH CHANDRA BARGOAH (Minister, Supply) replied :

7. (a)—Annual requirement of food-stuff in the State are as follows:—

(1) Rice
(2) Atla
(3) Flour
(4) Suji

18,37,525 tonnes.

9,305,000

3

33,600

»

6,000

3

(0)—The present position of stock are as follows:—

{1) With the Fooc Corpo-

ration of India.
(2) With Government

R

Wheat

Atta

Flour

Suji

Re: Irrigation projects in Sidli-C

About 6,04,474 maunds paddy
or 3,77,796 maunds in term
of rice.

About 1,00,000 maunds paddy

or 62,500 maunds in term of

rice.

5,152 tonnes or 1,37,558

maunds,
1,192 tonnes or 31,826 maunds.

302 tonnes or 8,063 maunds.

134 tonnes or 3,577 maunds.

hirang Anchalik Panchayat area

Shri UTTAM CHANDRA BRAHMA (Sidli, Reserved fo: Scheduled

Tribes) asked :

P.W.D. (F.C. and I. Wing) be

irrigation projects completed in Sidli-Chirang Anp-

(b) Number of irrigation projects proposed to be taken up in the

been partly completed.

r. |
8. Will the Minister-in-charge of
pleased to state—
(a) Number of
4 chalik Panchavat areas ?
same arca?
Shri MAHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY [Minister, P.W.D.
(Flood Control and Irrigation Wing)] replied:
8. (a)—One Irrigation scheme has
14 (b)-—One.

o,
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':R.é: Additional Doctor and Lady Compounder in the Rangiya
Primary Health Centre

Shri KAMINI MOHAN SARMA (Rangiya) asked :
9. Will the Minister-in-charge of Health be pleased to state—

(a) Whether itis a fact that the people of Rangiya met the Health
Minister and the Directorate of Health Services for more
than once to allot one additional doctor and one additional
Lady Compounder in the Primary Health Centre at
Rangiya ?

(b) Whether it is a fact that the people were assured of the same
but nothing has yet been done in that regard ?

(c) Whether it is a fact that the only doctor of Rangiya Public
Health Unit, Dr. B. K. Sarmah, M. B. B. S., has been
transferred to Sonapur recently and there is no substitute ?

(d) If so, why ?
(¢) What steps Government has taken in this regard ?

Shri SATINDRA MOHAN DEB (Minister, Health) replied :

- 9 (a) & (b)—No information. But there is a proposal for creation of
an Additm_nal post of Medical Officer for the Rangiya Primary Health
Centre which is under consideration. A post of Lady Doctor is admissible
for a Prxmary_Heafth Centre under Family Planning but due to dearth of
Lady doctors it is_very difficult to post one. There is no proposal for a
Lady additional Pharmacist. Ng additional Pharmacist is afmissible
according to the present staff position of a Primary Health Centre.

S (¢) —Yes, the doctor has been transferred and a substitute is also
posted.

' - (d)—The doctor-concerned was posted there from 1lth July, 1962
and transfer was due.

(e)-—Does not arise.

Re: Number of persons died in Small-pox during 1966-67

Shri KAMINI MOHAN SARMA (Rangiya) asked :
10. Will the Minister-in-charge of Health be pleased to state—

(a) What is the total number of persons that died of small-pox in
~ the State during the year 1966-67 p
(b) What is the total number of persons that djed during (e
' veriod in Rangiya Circle ?

&

-
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(c) What is tiwe total number of such deaths in the District of
Kamrup ?

(d) What measures were undertaken to fight small-pox during that
period ?

(e, Whether thereis any long and permanent programme to
eradicate small-pox from our State ?

(f) Ifso, whatis it ?
Shri SATINDRA MOHAN DEB (Minister, Health) replied:

10. (a)—Total number of deaths due to small-pox in the year 1966-67
(upto 4th March) were 236.

(b)—Total number of death during that period in Rangiya (includ-
ing adjacent areas, i.c., Tamulpur, Borigog, Borkhetri, Darrengipara)—28.

" (c)—Total number of deaths in Kamrup district during that
period—39.

(d)—Measures taken were vaccination of contacts and all the
people of affected localities which was undertaken immediately on receipt of
reports of the outbreak. Advice regarding home isolation of the cases, and
distribution of medicine to the cases was also given. Additional staff was
withdrawn from other area of the district and deputed to the aflected areas
to help the local staff there. ~ As some people of affected localities still
refuscd to accept vaccination persistently some such areas were declared as
small-pox affected areas, under the Epidemic Diseases Act, to enforce vac-
cination of such people. :

(e)—National Small-pox Eradication Programme is functioning in
the State from August, 1960. - It was a short programme for undertaking
mass vaccination campaign during the Third Plan. Only a reduced staff is
now functioning from the N.S.E.P. to supplement the normal health staff of
the district.

(£)—It is a National Programme taken up simultaneously by all
the States of the country. It 2ims at attaining a nearly 100 per cent vaccina-
tion coverage of all sections of the population. In Assam, 4 district Units
according to the pattern given by Government of India were functioning
from 1961. The campaign was conducted in 2 phases and in each phase 3
Plains districts and 2 Hills districts were taken up by these 4 district Units.
Kamrup district was taken up under a Pilot Project in 1960-61. Then the
teams were shifted to Nowgong disirict.  Entrusting vaccination work of the
newborn babies, left-overs, new-comers, etc., to the normal staff of the Civil
Surgeon concerned.

Above 80 per cent of the population of the State was vaccinated by
February 1966, and 1 district Unit and some of the staff was retrenched with
effect from Ist March, 1966. The three district Units with reduced staff
are continuing to work in 1966-67 jointly with the staff under Civil Surgeon.

Above 90 per cent of the total population of the State has since
heen vaccinated.
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Adjournment Motion—Strike resorted to by the Students
cf the Assam Agricultural College, Jorhax

Myx. SPEAKER : Order, order, please. The Question Hour is

over.

I have received a notice of an Adjournment Motion from Shri Dulal

Chand.a Barua with regard to a strike resorted to by the students of the
Assam Agricultural College.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Charaibahi) : Mr. Speaker,
Sir. The matter which I have placed before you for discussion through an
adjournment motion has fulfilled all the conditions of Rules 56 and 57 of
the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in the Assam Legislative
Assembly.  Sir, according to Rule 56—“A motion for adjournment of the
business of the Assembly for the purpose of discussing a definite matter of
urgent public importance —this matter to be discussed is a definite
matter and of urgent importance, because it is the result of a recent in-
cident where the students of the Assam Agricultural College resorted to

continuous strike since 29th March, 1967. Since students are involved so
it is of public importance.

Sir, according to Rule 57—not more than one such motion shall be

made at the same sitting.” Sir, this is the only motion I have put forward
during this sitting,

“Not more than one matter can be discussed on the same motion, and
the motion must be restricted to a specific matter of recent occurrence.”’—Sir,
as I have already said it1s a specific matter and strictly of recent occurrence.
This matter was not discussed before and restricted to only the specific

matter 22z., the continuous strike resorted to by the students of the Assam
Agricultural College.

““The motion must not revive discussion on a matter which has been
discussed in the same session.” Sir, this matter was not discussed in  this
Session before and there is possibility of reviving discussion on the same
matter during this Session,

“The motion must not anticipate a matter which has been previously
appointed for consideration, or with reference to which a notice of motion
has been previously given, regard being had to the probability of the matter
anticipated being brought before the House within a reasonable time.””  Sir,
we have not anticipated this matter previously and there is not possibility of
discussing this matter again in this Hlouse, because tomorrow, the last day
of the programme, we are going to discuss the _Governor’s.ad_dress. So, the
question of the matter being brought before this House within a resonable
time does not arise,

““The motion must not deal with a matter on which a resolution can-
not be moved.” As you know, Sir, this is a matter on which we canot
move a resolution.

“The motion shall not deal with any matter which is under adjudication
by a Court of Law having jurisdictionin any part of India.” Sir, thi;
matter is also free from this obligation.

B

-
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| __ “The motion shall not raise a question of privilege.” Sir, this matter
is free from such restriction.

Lastly, “It must not relate to a matter whichis not primarily the
concern of the Government of the State.”” It is, Sir, the primary concern
of the State Government, because Government totally failed to fulfil the
!Ol?g-fdt grievances of the students studying in the Assam Agricultural
College. Sir, these grievances were brought to the notice of the then Agri-
culture Minister and the Director of the Agriculture Department. But
these were not fulfilled. Then a delegation of students waited upon the
Chief Minister and presented their demands and waited till the 28th
March, 1967. Getting no response from the Government they had to
resort to indefinite strike. It clearly shows that itis a failure on the part
of the Government for looking after the interest of the people who are
directly concerned with the production of food.

Tl

Mr. SPEAKER : Please do not speak on merit.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: Sir, I want to submit that
this is only the institution of its kind in Assam. The grievances put
forward by the students of this College are genuine and legitimate. Their
< grievances are pending from a long time. It needs special attention of the

State Government. The strike is continuing since 29th March 1967. I
consider it to be a fit matter to be discussed in an adjournment motion.

#*Shri MAHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY (Minister, Revenue):
Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is distressing to know that the students of the Agricultural
A College resorted tostrike. Thereisa deputation from the students to the Chief
' Minister and as the honourable member has said in his speech, their
grievances are pending for a long time and awaiting redress.  As such, we
| feel extremely sorry for them. But I do not consider that it is a fit matter for
discussion in an adjournment motion. Because the honourable member _has
said that he has represented the matter on several occasions to the Minlster
in charge of Agriculture and kas broughtit to the notice of the Chief
Minister also on several occasions, aud the students have also represented
their grievances to the Chief Minister. As such the honourable raember
has ample opportunities to bring this matter by some other methods to
this House. The honourable Chief Minister is going to visit the College
{ in the month of April and the Minister in charge of Agriculture is also
going to visit the College on the 5th April, 1967, ana he will see how best
the grievances of the students can be redressed. Therefore, taking all these
things into consideration, I do not consider that this matter should be
allowed to discuss in an adjournment motion. Therefore, it should be
ruled out.

Shri LAKSHMI PRASAD GOSWAMI (Minister, Agricul-
ture): Mr. * peaker, Sir. I have not much to add. This matter cannot be
| considered as extraordinary and of recent occurrence. Sir, grievances ot
the students are there, butin the meantime Government has taken steps
to meet almost all the grievances of the students. A deputation of students
who earlier waited upnn the Chief Minister, presented their demands on
the 25th March, 1967, lhey gave the ultimatum that unless their grie-
vances are redressed before 28th of this month, they would go on strike,
Mgt Immediately after returning to Jorhat the students resorted to strike from the

J *Speech not corrected.

PR ol T e
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29th of March and the Principal sent a telegram message to the Chief
Minister. The Chief Minister after getting the full information from the
department informed the students about our stand The Chief Minis-
ter on receipt of a telegram from the Principal of the College, recuested
the students to withdraw their strike. Heassured the students that he
would visit the College in April next. I myself am also going to visit
the College on the 5th of April, 1967. Now, this is the matter and the
problems of the students are also there.

Sir, the matter on which the students have resorted to strike is not of
recent occurrence. Because it is not a result of recent incident. This is
not of extraordinary nature. Under the circumstances, I do not find any
reason why the hon. Member Shri Dulal Chandra Barua wants to
bring this matter in an adjournment motion. It would have been better if
the hon. Member would have tabled a Calling Attention Notice when
it could have been explained properly.

Sir, I have explained the entire position and admissibility of the wmotion

was also clearly explained. So, I feel that it is not fit for discussion in an
adjournment motion.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA:
ments put forward by the Minister in charge of Agriculture and the Minis-
ter in charge t_)f Parliamentary Affairs. They have overlapped the issue.
They are trying to drag the matter to show that itis not of recent
occurrence.

But there are two parts of the matter—onne part relatesto the
long-felt grievances and the other relates to the strike. Thercfore, in the
ad journment motion we have given stress to the strike part. What are the
reasons for which strike has been resorted to is a different matter. We have
specifically mentioned in the adjournment motion that we want to discuss the
situaticn arising out of the continuous strike by the students of the Assam
Agriculture College since March 28, We are not at all concerned with the
visit to the college by the Chief Minister or Agriculture Minister. We only
want to know under what circumstances these students have resorted to
strike, There may be various reasons and there'may be a background. But
we are concerned with thestrike, Whether the students had negotiations
with the Chiel Minister and whether the Chief Minister is going down
there, is not the matter of adjournment motion Accumulations of grievan-
ces are there.  But, Siv, strike is not a continuous one, and it isa matter of

recent occurrence  Therefore, I submit that by considering this matter
you will please admit the adjournment motion.

Sir, I have heard the argu-

Mr. SPEAKER: In view of the statement made by the Agriculture
Minister, are you pressing the motion ?

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: He has not made any statement
~and he did not explain the position fully.

#*Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA, (Chief Minister): Sir,
about 3 or 4 student representativesof the Assam Agriculture College
met me on the 25th of this month and they submitted a letter in which
they referred to the following griecvances, Iam mentioning them briefly:

1. Shortage of Hostel accommodation.

#*Speech not corrected.
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2. Inadequate Laboratory facilities.
3. Insufficiency of the teaching staff.
4, Absence of 2n Auditorium.
5. Desirability of converting this institute to a Rural University.

6. About eligibility of the Agricultural graduates for A.C.S. and L.A.S.
examinations,

7. About the pay scales of the agricultural graduates, which, according
to their opinion, should be higher than what it is to-day.

After T met the students T immediately wanted full information from our
department with regard to all grievances, and I assured the students that
I am taking up these matters and all that is possible would be done. Sir,
you will appreciate that some of the demands are not possible to implement
straightaway. For example, to increase the Hostel accommodation and to
put up an auditorium will naturally take time. I told them that so far as
Assam Civil Service Examination is concerned, agricultural graduates are
eligible to appear. Then they referred to the subject of agronomy which is
not included in the syllabus, and that is why it is not possible for them to
appear. I said that T will take up the matter with the Public Service
Commission. So, Sir, I felt that T could impress upon them about our
desire to look into their grievances carefully. But unfortunately somehow
the last paragraph of their petition in which they mentioned about a target
date that by 28th March, 1967 they hoped to receive an assured reoly, failing
which all the students would not remain passive onlookers any longer was
missed. In zny case I asked for a detailed report on these matters from the
Department and T have received it. Then I got another telegram from the
students which is dated ?9th but actually it was received on the 30th, to
inform me that they have gone on strike. On receipt of this telegram I sent

the following message to the Principals

Please convey the following message to the students with reference
to their telegram dated 29th. Distressed to learn about vour
strike. Please give up. T am considering your grievances.
Whatever possible will be done. Minister Agriculture will
visit your college 5th April. I will visit sometime April.
Good wishes to you all.

This is what we have done. | may assure the House that so far as these
grievances are concerned , whatever possible would be done, and I hope that
“the students of the Agriculture College will also give up their strike.

Shyi DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: Sir, yesterday I got a telegram
from the General Secretary of the Students’ Union of that College. They
consider the letter which was issued by the Chief Minister to be vague.
Therefore, I would request the Chief Minister to give a clear indication that
the Government is seriously considering the mattcr and their demand will be
considered.

Mr. SPEAKER. : Are you pressing your motion ?

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: No,
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Result of Elections to Financial Committees

Mr. SPEAKER: I have to announce the results of election to the
Committee on Public Accounts and Committee on Estimates. The1 num-
ber of candidates being equal to the number of seats vacant the following
have been elected unanimously :

(i) PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE :
1. Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya.
Shri Dulal Chandra Barua.
- Shri Shamsul Huda.
- Shri Molia Tanti.
. Shri Tilok Gogoi.

. Shri Surendra Chandra Baruah,

N O U o W N

. Shri Durgeswar Saikia.
(ii) COMMITTEE ON ESTIMATES
1. Shri Prabhat Naravan Choudhury.
2. Shrimati Lily Sen Gupta,
3. Shri Phani Bora,
4. Shri Narendra Nath Sarma,
5. Shri Sadhan Ranjan Sarkar,
6. Shri Bahadur Basumatari,
7. Shri Hiralal Patwary.
8, Shri Bhunaneswar Barman,
9. Shri Sailen Medhi,

10. Shri Sarat Chandra Goswami.

Under Rule 198(1) of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in
Assam Legislative AsgemblY, I appoint Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya as
Chairman of the Public Accounts GOmIl.llttec and Shri Prabhat Narayan
Choudhury as the Chairman of the Estimates Committee. (Applause)

Now, next item—>Shri Dulal Chandra Barya ;
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Calling attention to 2 matter of urgent public importance—
“Laldenga escapes te U. K. via. Pakistan”

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Charaibahi): Sir, under Rule
54 of the Rules of Procedire and Gonduct of Business in Assam Legislative
Assembly, I beg to draw the attention of the Chief Minister 10 an urgent
matter of public importance and of recent occurrence and that is a news-
item published in the Assam Tribune, dated 16th March, 1967 under
the caption, “‘Laldenga escapes to U. K. via Pakistan’ where itis stated that
the President of the outlawed Mizo National Front, Mr. Laldenga, escaped
to U. K. via Pakistan a few daysago. This is a matter of great concern
in respect of law and order situation, not only in that particular hill area
but as a State and country as a whole,

Sir, we have seen how the hostile Naga leader, Phizo, had managed to
eseape to the U. K. and what role he has been playing since thenin respect
of the situation in Naga Land. Therefore, I want to know whether there
were enough security forces and security officers to look alter the movements
of the rebels and whecher Government were fully aware of the fact that this
gentleman, Mizo hostile !cader Laldenga, was contemplating to leave Mizo
Hill, and if s0 why precautionary measures could not be taken to prevent
him from going out of the State. Are we 10 understand, therefore, that these
Police and Security officers, and as a matter of that, the administration there
are remaining only as passive spectators ? I have already said, Sir, that this is
matter of gravest concern not for that particular area alone but for the State
and the country as a whole. You know, Sir, how some foreign powers, par-
ticularly China and Pakistan are playing michievous roles in a number of
India’s internal matters, and therefore this escape of Mizo hostile leader
Laldenga should not be played down as a matter of no significance. Itis a
matter fraught with grave consequence because those of us who are following
the manner and methods of action of the Mizo .rebels know how they are
conducting their rebel activities from illsi;ic Pakistan in collusion with the
Government of that country and also China, I, the_rctore, say that it was
improper on the part of the Government in not keeping an extremely watch-
ful and vigilant eye on the movement of t_hls partlculaI: ‘Mlz(? leader. So far
as we can see, this hostile Mizo leader is in all probability likely to pursue
the same tactics as has been done by his predecessor Naga hostile leader Mr.
Phizo, he will try to get some foreign help by means of which try to create
fresh trouble and disorder thereby setting at naught all the efforts of our
Government to restore pcace and order to that troubled spot. He is likely to
create confusion in the minds of the people in the Mizo Hills as also mislead
the world public opinion by mischievous propaganda and publications with
the help ot foreign countries like China and Pakistan, and may be of the
United Kingdom. Therefore, 1 want to know whether this Government
cried to keep track on tnis particular gentleman and even if it did try,
whether it has not totally failed to act up to its responsi bility in maintaining
law and order in the Mizo Hills and also in detecting timely the movement
of this underground Mizo leader. Therelore, 1 want to know what steps this
Government took in respect of this matter and whether this matter has been
taken up in the Government of India, 1 mean, this question of escape of the
Mizo rebel Laldenga. I want to know the details of the escape, whether the
movement of this rebel leader was duly report.ed to. Government by our
security forces, and if they did, how and why this hostile could make good of

his escape to a foreign country.
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*Shri BIMATLA PRASAD CHALIHA, (Chief Minister) : Mr. Speaker
Sir, reports about the rumour of Laldenga, President of the outlawed Mizo
National Front having set out for U, K. from East Pakistan during the
middle part of March, 1967 have been received by Government, but no
details of his reported escape could be collected as yet to confirm the infor-
mation. According to another report of very recent origin Laldenga is to
attend a meeting of the Mizo National Front leaders in the first week of
April somewhere in the border of

A : Burma, We have not been able
yet to obtain confirmation of Laldenga’s departure through East Pakistan.

. Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : May I know from the hon. Chief
Mmls:;er whether this outlawed Mizo leader has escaped from Indian terri-
tory

. Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA: Shri Laldenga was in Mizo
district, and therefore, if he had escaped, it must be from the Mizo district.
Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : May I know whether Govern-
ment got any scent of Laldenga’s plan to escape before he actually left the
:ﬁ‘;iltg)’s and whether Government has tried to collect information about

Shri BIMALA P

Shn 3 RASAD CHALIHA: We have not been able to
obtain information ab

out that.

Election of Deputy Speaker

_ Mr. SPEAKER : Now item No. 3. The House has to elect a Deputy
Speaker of the Assembly. I have received two nomination papers of two
candidates— one is for Shri Mohi Kanta Das proposed by Shri Nakul
Chandra Das and scconded by Shri Surendra Chandra Barua. The other
paper is also proposing Shri Mohi Kanta Das’s name. I have also received
another nomination paper Proposing the name of Shri Rothindra Nath Sen
by Shri Lakshyadhar Chaudhury and duly amended by Md. Abdul
Mosawwir.

Now, fOI‘. this purpose, according to Rule 8, sub-rule (5) ““On the date
fixed for elections the Speaker or the person presiding shall read out to the
Assembly the names of the members who have been duly proposed together
with the names of their Proposers and seconders, and if only one member
has been so proposed for election, shall declare that person duly elected. If
more than one person has been so proposed, the Assembly shall proceed to
elect a Deputy Speaker by ballot, and in case of two candidates the candi=
date obtaining the larger number of votes shall be declared elected’®.

Now, the ballot box and the papers have been made ready, and election
will take place.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Barbhag) : Mr
Speaker, Sir, before we proceed on the election, I on behalf of the entir
opposition beg to make one statement. Sir, with regard to the question of
election of the Speaker we tried to come to an understanding of the entire

®gpeech not corrected,
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House. But as the proposal came at the last moment, for some reasons this
could not be effective, and therefore, we had to face the unfortunate situation
of electing the Speaker by votes. We wanted to avoid that situation in the
case of the election of the Deputy Speaker, and thexefore, since several days
past we from the side of the Opposition were trying utmost to sce that somt
unanimity and understanding may be arrived at between the Government
and the Opposition and some talks were going on about this. But at the last
moment when the _ongress Party decided to put up a candidate for the
Deputy Speakership, they then or thereafter did not consider it necessary t0
hold any consultation with us or even to invite us to sit round the table tO
discuss about the maitter as to whether the election of the Deputy Speaker
could be made unanimous. While we from the side of the House were very
keen about having a person from the Opposition as the Deputy Speaker 1t
would have been befitting if in a House like this where the two sides are
alinost evenly balanced, at least the Deputy Speaker should have been select-
ed from the side of the Opposition. But the ruling party is sO obstinate
that it did not consider it worthwhile even to observe the most etemenﬁ—
ary rule or courtesy of passinga slip of paper to let us know about their deci-
sion. This is the courtesy shown by the ruling party to the Opposition. 80,
Sir, we do not want to take part in the election of the Deputy Speaker and
we are walking out of the House.

(Opposition Members walked out of the House).

Mr. SPEAKER: Election will procced. The ballot box will be
placed here and the hon. Members will put their respective ballot™ papers
duly marked on the ballot box one by one and the proceedings of the House
will continue in the meantime.

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Titabor): If the proceeding of the
House continues and the hon. Members have to cross the floor to cast their

votesit will not be convenient. ;
Mr. SPEAKER: We can proceed in another way which will save time

and the voting will be completed within 10 minutes. -We need not proceed
now with the proceedings of the House. Each hon. Member will be supplied
with a ballot paper on which he will put his mark and come to the ballot

box and put it there.

(After Voting)
Mr. SPEAKER: Order, Order. The result of the election:—

Shri Mohi Kanta Das: Sixty-three valid votes polled.
Shri Rothindra Nath Sen: Nil,

I declare Shri Mohi Kanta Das dulv elected to the office of the Deputy

Speaker. By —
Felicitation to the Deputy Speaker

*Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister): Mr.
Speaker Sir, we are very happy that one of the veteran parliamentarians of
the House has been elected to the office of the Deputy Speaker. We are

*Speech not corrected,
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long associated with Shri Das and we have seen his performance in parlia-
mentary activities as well as outside. We are aware of the sacrifice made by
him and the suffering he has undergone during the freedom movement, I
feel this is a very deserving honour givea by this august House to Shri Mohi
Kanta Das. Sir. we assure him through you our full co-operation and we
have no doubt that Shri Das will be able to discharge this heavy responsi-

bility to the satisfaction of everybody and protect the rights and privileges of
the members and dignity of the House.

Shei MOHI KANTA DAS (Deputy Speaker designate): Mr. Speaker,
Sir, 1 am very grateful to the hon. Members who have elected me to the high
office of this august House. It will be my endeavour to secure co-operation
of the hon. Members of this House in discharging the onerous responsibility
that would be cast on me, I will surely try to maintain with the co-opera-
tion of the hon. Members to vindicate the prestige and dignity of the House.

It would also be my earnest endeavour to protect the rights and privil £
the hon. Members. P g PriviicEcs o

Thank you, Sir.

Laying out copy of the Annual Accounts for the year ended 3lst
March, 1961 and the Audit Report, 1962 of the Assam
State Electricity Board

M. SPEAKER: Item No. 4.

*Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister): Mr. Speaker,
Sir, I beg to lay the Annual Accounts for the year c¢nded 31lst March, 1961
and the Audit Report, 1962 of the Assam State Electricity Board.

The Assam State Legislature Members’ (Removal of Disqualifica-
tions) (Amendment) Bill, 1967

Mr. SPEAKER: Item No. 5.

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister): Sir, I beg to
move that the Assam State Legislature Members’ (Removal of Disqualifica-
tions) (Amendment) Bill, 1967 be taken into consideration.

Mr. SPEAKER : The motion moved is that the Assam State Legislature
Members’ (Removal of Disqualifications) (Amendment) Bill, 1967 be taken
into consideration,

(The motion was put as a question and adopted).
Mr. SPEAKER: The question is:

The long and short title and the préamble do form part of the Bill
(The motion was adopted ;
Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA: Sir, I beg tomove that the
Assam  State Legislature Members” (Removal of Disqualifications)
(Amendment) Bill, 1967 be passed.

Myr. SPEAKER : The motion moved is that the Assam State Legislature
Members’ (Removal of Disqualifications) (Amendment) Bill, 1967 be passed.
(The motion was put as a question and adopted).

—

*Speech not corrected
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Resumption of debate on Governor’s Address

\ Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Titabar): Mr. Speaker, Sir, the most
Important, burning problems of the State today, to my mind, are
food, security and the question of re-organization of the State.” As
regards food we had enough of information today during the question
hour including the price of paddy which was said to vary from
Rs. 32 to Rs. 35 in different places. If this is so in the month of
March, God knows what position it will assume during the hard months of
July/August. Sir, T would suggest to Government that before the Chief
er}lstﬁr goes to Delhi to attend the conference on food, it would be
advisable to have discussion with the leaders of the different parties and
also one or two eminent trades people, if that is feasible, so that we have
a co-ordinated and consolidated policy of procurement and distri bution
because the food problem is one which concerns all of us. It should not be
made a party question.

As regards the second item I mentioned—security of the State, of which
infiltration of Pakistanis, particularly the Pakistani Muslim infiltrator isa
serious one, I would confine myself t, quoting a small paragraph of Assam
Information and I hope I shall have an opportunity to address this House
on this important matter on a future date. Sir, I read from Assam Infor-
mation issue 8, Vovember 1966, at page 38.— ¢of late a fresh wave of
infiltration of Pak-nationals into Assam has posed a serious security prob-
lem. Information so far received by the Government gives a clear indic-
ation that this fresh wave of infiltration is the outcome of a deliberate plan
of the Pakistan authorities. The decision in lunching this move appears to
create a serious situation in this frontier State. Pakistan’s purpose in selec-
ting infiltrators mostly from among those earlier deported from Assam
obviously is to utilise their previous links and local knowledge for subversive
and other activities for which many of them might have been imparted

necessary training.

Large number of infiltrators are reportgd to have been brought to
camps in Pakistan near the border, for sending them across in batches by
convenient routes. This has been particularly noticed in the Goalpara
district sector and the riverine routes through the Char areas are being
used. Other border districts are certainly not 1mmune. The modus ope-
randi commonly adopted by the infiltrators so far has been to come with
women and children in families obv.iously to ward oi.T suspicion. In some
cases they also pose themselves as Hindu refugees with women putting on

vermilion.”’

News reports show it that there are camps inside Pakistan for training
hostile Nagas and Mizos in guerilla warfare and then send them to this
frontier region. This is a serious matter. As I said, T will discuss this
matter on a future occasion.

I now take up the question of reorganisation. We have a communique
from the Home Ministry of Government of India dated 13th January, 1967
jssued at the conclusion of the discussion with the A. P. H. L. C. delegation.
This communique reads like this : The first part is : ‘
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«The Prime Minister and the Home Minister have held detailed
discussion with the leaders of the APHLC. The Governmeut of India
appreciate the political aspirations of the people of the hill areas of Assam
and have decided to reorganise the State of Assam.” The second pare
reads like this :

“Bearing in mind the geography and the imperative needs of security
and coordinated development of this region as a whole the Home Minister
discussed with the APHLGC leaders the proposal that a federal structure
composed of federating units having equal status, not subordinate to one
another, should provide the basis for this reorganisation. Under this arran.
gement a limited number of essential subjects of common interest would be
assigned. to the regional federation leaving the rest of the State functions

to the federating units which will have their own Legislative Assemblies,
Councils of Ministers, etc”,

The third paragraph is :

_ “Details of.the scheme including thesubjects to be allocated to the
regional federation would be worked out within six months by a committee
on which all concerned interests would be represented. At a later
stage other administrative units in the eastern region may also join thig
regional federation”,

I submit, Sir, thatthe federal structure is composed of federating
unite, which will have equal status not subordinate to one another, should
provide the basis for this reorganisation and a2 number of essential subjects
of common interest would be dealt with by the federation. This proposal
is unacceptable to us. I am obliged to say that I bave a clear mandate
from my constituency to say that this proposal isnot acceptable to the
people of Assam. And why? Do we not appreciate the political aspira-
tions of our brethern of the hills? We do appreciate them. Those of us
who- fougit for freedom for over three decades understand them beatter,
We are in full sympathy with them and we will co-operate with our hill
brethern to achieve their legitimate aspirations. What we oppose is the
scheme of federation and that on the ground that both politically and
economically it will be disastrous. The State will nat be viable po!itica]]y
and it will be suicidal economically. As in the British days, separation of
this frontier region would make the emotional and political integration with
people of this area more difficult and thatis why we oppose the scheme of
federation. Now, .Sir, I want to discuss the subject in three aspects, or
rather four aspects : geographically, historically, economically and politic-
ally. Geographically the plains and hills of Assam are so put together by
Providence that there is no escape for one from getting away from other.
Either we chose to quarrel with each other to our mutual detriment, or
we come to an understanding for our mutual harmony and co-operation
and prosperity.

As regards geographical situation I cannot do better than to quote a
passage from the Report of the States, Reorganisation Commission, In
page 183, Chapter XVI,] it reads :
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“Indeed, a former Governor of the State during the British period
described the Brahmapuira valley as a broad central corridor or thall,
from which small rooms, corresponding to the hi!l districts, apen ‘out -on
both sides, with, however, no connecting doors between -them.” This
description remains substantially true to this day. The hill districts ‘nave .
to-day evén more intimate administrative and economic links with the
plains, in which incidentally about seven lakhs of tribal people are to be
found.

Truly speaking, the Brahmaputra valley with about 60 to 70 miles:in
breadth is like ahall in a big house and these surrounding -hills are 'like
small rooms to which one can go through this hall, there having-no intér-
communication. Thus the geographical situation is such that communic-
ation is difficult and ‘there is none betwcen the hills except by crossing .
over some portions of the plains. Tt is extremely difficult. o

Sir, if thére is a fcderation of differcat ‘units, what about Qachar
district ? Where will ‘Cachar go ? Will Cachar join -the Mizovs, as was
represented by the Mizo depurtation to the Prime Minister sometime
back ? Will it suit them ? If it does not suit them they canunodt igo. .
Obviously, in a scheme of federation of the hills and plains "distticts into
units, they cannot be forgotten or neglected.

Then, Sir, the rivers, All the rivers flow from the hills and the
economy of the hills and the .plains are intertwined. What will be “the
economic condition, if the hills are separated from the plains ? If'the
soil is not conserved properly in the hill region, the plains cannot produce
food sufficient to feed the plains and the hills people.  After a}l, the ‘hills
cannot produce enough for the hills pcople ina _fors_eea'ble _-fum‘re-._'/‘ A‘fte‘r
all, it is from the plains or 'from elsewhere they have'to be fed. Therefore, .
in all connections, inrespect of economy, ‘the Integration ‘of plains and
lills of Assam ‘is essentially necessary. In this connection, T will ‘read
from page 31, Chapter V of the Report of the Comm-ission_ on thie Hill
Areas ol Assam. What is ‘called as Pataskar Commission ‘Réport.
«‘Para 74. Itis an undoubted fact that economic development of the hill
areas is not possible in isolation. Thelink of the hills with the plains ‘of
Assam constitute a factor of importance to both of them. These links are
geographical, administrative and economic.”” We have already described
the geographical and administrative links. From the economic point of
view also there is a vital community of interest between the two. They
hill districts are a ‘‘series of economic islands” joined only by the plains.

“ Prosperity of both depend largely on mutual interchange, as in all major. .

economic problems the two regions are interdependent.” The hills are
dependent on tf_lc plains for their food, which the latter cannot produce
unless the growing intensity of soil erosion is controlled by suitable measures
in the hills-and thereis anintegratcd programme of irrigation aid ﬁf}o:i
control. After all, thehills are the source’of yivers. Tn the ‘developmient
of water-power and ‘in_dustric:s too ‘the two x_'égii:m“s have to _wajk ftngtj.‘:ﬂ'tgrh.
On geogra'PhiCal conmc‘lerations?l‘hc hills wiall hfd\{c‘to_:dfl“"??d‘;fg? jé}fﬁfqzaxg_s
for any useful commiunications programme. '.].'.h.c."’ s thus _t:e ?’,’3?".}9
the economic séparation of the hills from the plaios ; }fmc‘l_‘ the develdpment
programmes of the two regions havq,'ndcessanl_y to be mteégrated. 'f[fhht
is why during all the discussions with .Figc‘thlll lgadms, thg la’t..e Px_"_lme
Ministers ‘were Vvery emphatic tlLat the hill areas shogld not deny them‘,‘...
selyes the advantage of their natural links with the plains,
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Sir, I need no apology to quote from the Reports: the State’s Reorga-
nisation Commission or the Pataskar Commission. In both these Commi-
ssions some of the most illustrious sons of Ip

. dia served as members. “he
reports of the Commissions are very exhaustive and were prepared  with
great care and pains. ‘Their opinions are entitled to greatest respect from
all. ¢

Now, Sir, if the geography puts us together, if the
economy ordains that we should mutually work ip harmonv  and co-ope-
ration to our mutual advantage, let us examine what has history to say
on the matter., The history of the hills and plains in this frontier
Tegion i1s'a chequered one. Let us not go to earlier times, but let us try
to scan it briefly since the British advent, What did we have during
the British days ? The British took very good care to keep .ihe people
of the hills jsolated from the plains People. " I -think the Leader and
many of us here who were in the Jorhat Jail ip 1942-45 will recollect
that we found ope Bcngali-spcaking gentleman convicted for six months

; : e to Naga Hills. Sir, for
2 s development in the hills wag a1
plains durin

¢ eatly rétarded. " In  the
g thoge dgays, there was Po]icc-Raj
order and collecting taxes. :

maintaining law and
1 There was COmpI(:tC j__qo]atjoﬂ from the Hills
peoplc._The Bn.tlshers never cared for the development of the hill areas
€conomically Orin any other way. The only people who had access and
who had encouragement from the rulling  power were Christian
missionaries, They certainly did humanitarian
took jolly good care to convert the innocent
Christianity and in a way they alienated them
plains. In this connection, Sir, I may have
thought-provoking article by )

an enlightened
Hills. Ttisalong article published in ¢

foreign
work, but they also
backward hill people to
from the people of the
your leave to read from a
brother of the North Cachar

he  Assam Tribune, Wedne:day,
datc_d. Dece{nbe}“ 28, 1966. As.wc are har up for time, I will R oh 6 e g s
portion which is concerned with oyg Present :
written by Shri S, R, Thaos

gl _problem. This article was
en, Chicf Executive Member, North Cachar
¥ The Hills and the Plains

Hills District Council and was captioned : ‘W
do not unite’,

- “It is quite correct to say that the British administration did not bringe
about any administrative or economic reform in the hills of the eastern India:
Nor did the British take up any developmenta] schemes. 1In spite of all this,
it is strange to note, no educated or Patriotic’ hill map ever  blamed the
British., They do not think of blaming them even to~-day.”’

B L L ! LTS ;

e sk

“We find therefore that the hill triba]

to-day divided into two groups depend different circumstances.

So also is the case with their problems, In_ t.he first group, they think that

they have been turned into .a second class citizens and they therefore want a

separate homeland, They do not feel safe in the secular state of India.
Better be a king in the hell than lead a depen

‘ : endent’s life in heaven
though- actually they may not sincerely. believe in such a thing.

“The other group of. .th:e hill people want to
oil itself. They may not give away
to prosper by mutual give and take,

g People of the eastern India are
Ing on two

grow up in the Indian
all that they have, but they want
They have realised the meaning of

requirement of

fr~" il
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what the poet hags to say in these lines. (That is from Rabindranath Tagnre)
«“In the shore of this great human ocean th.at 13 India, all will be given
and taken mixed and assimilated and nothing will 2o back hence,”

Sir, the present-day tendency, I mean to say, the separatist tendency
is a hangover from the British days. And I do hope ang trust that our
brethren in the Hills wiil also pay due cox}sxderauon o this aspect of the
matter. Towards the close of the last Great War jt yaq almost certain
that Britian will have to part with power in India, there was still a longing
lingering look behind for the Fastern Hill Region. Let us see what Mr.
Reginald Coupland had said in this matter. He wrote a book—The Con-
stitutional Problems of India’. One can discuss a conspiracy running since
the beginning of the British rule t'lll i{lC"‘ ljst days to divide and rule and
thus to have secured foot-hold in the Eastern il Areas. This effort
I would say, has not ceased ; and 1{'11 may say: so, has not abated "even. Let
us see what Mr. Coupland wrote—Constitutional Problem of India—para 3,
page 164. This is very illuminating. Those who have eyes to see will see
through it. But there is also a saying that unifortunately those whose sight
is blurred all the suns of the Universe cannot bring them to touch with
reality. Coupland writes—‘“There is one major area which scems to call
for special treatment—the hill tracts _on_the Eastem_ Frontier of Assam.
T hey adjoin similar hill tracts en the North-West Froqtmr of Burma. ” The
inhabitants of both areas”—Sir, I repeat—“they adjoin similar hill tracts
on the North-West Frontier of Burma”. He has dealt with both hill tracts
on both the side of Indian frontier, 7. ¢, on our side and in Burma’s side,
¢“The inhabitants of both areas are alike in race and culture, They are
not Indians or Burmans but of Mongol stock. In no sense do they belong
to the Indian or Burma nation. They constitute a single problem”? Here
is a great Professor who says that in no sense they b‘fipng to the Indian
or Burman nation. They constitute a single problem. This is very meaningful
in relation to future {ree India¥This was written in 194.‘?, 1ncidentally, ““The
relations of one area with the future free India will b.e similar to those of the
other area with {uture free Burma’’. “Th\_ese co_nmder.?tmns have inspired
a suggestion that the two areas might be united in a single territory, the
administration of which would be separated in some way from the Govern-
ment of India and Burma’’., There will be an international cockpit situated
between India and Burma which will be a hunting ground for creating
troubles to our detriment.” “These consideration_s have inspired a sugges-
tion that the two areas might be united in a single territory. Since  the
security and stability of this {rontier zone are of the highest importance
to both countries, it scems possible that India and Burma might welcome
some special arrangement, It has been suggested that Gogernment might
conclude a treaty with the British Government for the provision of British
assistance for the time being in the external defence of India”. T skip over
a few paragraphs, butin these paragraphs there is one ‘scntence, which
means a lot—*“It clearly could not be applied to the other ‘excluded areas.
Clearly these areas must be fitted into the fabric of the Indian Constjty-
tion.”” Then passing over another three paragraphs he _8oes on to say,
“If ar(‘gimlal system were adopted, the final rcsponsublllty for the areas
could be vested in the regional Governments ;aﬁhe;‘ than in the Centre,
He would not have the centre to do anything with the altias 5 1t should pe
vested in a regional Government. Again he says mb : a2t case’ the gy
would be considered in allocating sources of revenue between the regiomg

and the provinces.

—



338 DEBATE ON THE GOVERNOR’S ADDRESS 315 Marchs

“One further point seems worth mentioning. Ag ip the British Crown
eolonies, invaluable work h_a.s been done in some of these areas Ly Christian
Missions, specially in providing health-centres and schools, A1l
question‘that this work ought to be continued. Woylg
Government be justified in asking that all reasonable AT 1 ula abe
accorded to the missions ?*’ (C:hrisuan_ Missions)....... “And ucht not the
British public to ensure that their work is not handicapped by Tadk offunds?

These are in short the Important sentences in'this thesis, Sir. curiously
eriough the other day an International Press News Bulletin cax’nc to 1My
hands. It has curiously enough, faint similarity so much s S5 AP this
Internal Pre:s-note is an addendum to Goupland’s baok. To At AgH
more sinister and more mischievous. T quote from the Apencia Interna-
tional De Prensa (International Press Service) Agence De "i.rc%e [nterna-
tionle. "I'his is a news bulletin which was published from Berlin, West
Germany. I'he name is very tongue-twisting—Y c¢ann I Yt
: 2 R : annot pronounce. LB
is ma.fl-:ed.-—ﬁ: 6/975 E-1, dated 7th December 1966, 1t say;l; ¢ Phe turbulent
situation in Bast Pakistan is fraught with great menace. “Che people ©
Hg ool et Pakistdn, who dre “different races, have little in common
except for their religion.  The demand for autonomy for Fast Pakistan IS

jI[lftiga mzn;eepoh:n{a\[silogant_::\dv}a:nccd by the Opposition  to Ayub Khan.
T, ’pb:;:prlr?_ S stie peoble “and st Historically finevitable’’-

read'sofrte biie HalOby I do not read the whole of i, I read from the
thlrdd‘par;graph_. ‘T'he developments taking place in the Eastern 'States
of In”w. show that their people are also being ignored by the Delhi Govern-
ment”.  Asif our Governmg:t do not treat them wel] ! “It is only hunger
and paverty that ‘they receive. Grenades and home-made bombs were
used by the démonstrators in  West Bengal when they ex )rr-:"--'--i hair
dissatisfaction With the food situation in the State, Diso'r ]ersl il';')bt\:l;c i
continue tothis day and are being cruelly suppressed .bv the - police an
army units. Inthe town of Acartala crowds of * Po o
e Central T : , Pt wde ol demonstrators attacke
et s e Officer Headquarters, set fire to oli ar and
wrecked a telephoae exchinge —(interrypi. PR e oop OO AL
gt ; . ; =} < up[lon). lhlS 18 very 1mp0rtaﬂt,
this is very serious and I should say this is g conspirac I i Eharafore,
request the hon. Members to Jisien attentiyel i % WEH lers
f “East Pakistan and ‘W At Y tit. “The national leade
of East Pakistan and ‘West Bengal realize thiay he e ioah *their

le from misery, hune d the emancipation of the

PCO_pC rom ﬂ}_ 'Y: nger and lawlessnesg can be achieved only bv unitinZ
together in their struggle to separate from Pakistan and India in order
to'establish a unitad ar:d mmdependeént Bengal»

No one 'C‘Ei
not the British

It is very catchy, Sir.  ““The separatis; : o]

: c are nited

States and othe;‘ We SLErn POwers to give they, necc%lsls[;.trmg'ls "llzoncetthfgi/ are

confident thac the free world is interesteq in eS[abl?sl;ijirs E_m i-ndcpcndcm

State in South-East Asia, Whm}.‘ shou'd help o norm:alisa 2([:11ditions there

and which wouldprovide a shicld againgt Chines sis R e R

i e said toh oreed that 10cCse agpression. The sepa

tist leaders are said tohave agreed that the Uniteq oy e R

with its capital in Caleutta, should include in Bast Pakistan. the Indian
States—West Bengal, Assam, Nagaland, nej

hbouring territor: ; : ;
: Nelos territories of Tripura
and Manipur, Indian protectorates Sikkim and Bhutan,’> P

Iskip over some sentences here, t_he“ the news bulletin goes on: ‘“This
pragramme is ‘considered by separatists as being the first stage in the plan
tounite Fast Pakistan with Waest Benga! and other Indian :territories -in
the near future in order to establish an independent nation. Awuthoritative
Western commentators contend that there is no logical reason for the
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Governments of India and Pakistan to oppose the creation of 2 L‘nlt_ed ‘bt:dr
Ir&dep_ef!dcnt Bengal. This could facilitate the settlement of 8 n tke
of critical problems caused by the partition of India in the paft aﬂd}rnﬂa*
n_oi'mahzagmn of the conditions of the Indian sub-continent. . f ibes
tion of this new country is of special interest to the Assall Hill Tﬁtr
of Mizoand Naga”........ I repeat—*The formation of this new coun'x
is of special interest to the Assam hill tribes of Mizo and Naga- The P
P'o’se.d settlement of the problem of the Assam Tribes fizo and _Nagﬁ,
n the framework of a new State set up is of g‘reat: 5igniﬁcam':e 30
attainment of stable conditions in this corner of the word’'

. 30, Sir, while we are not being able to agree to a form of "im‘m“}fﬁ;
tioh which will be mutually advantageous both to plains people e
brethren, in the West, they are passing sleepless nights to solve our 'pmbwﬂﬁ
by creating an Indepen fent State in Asia so that the [nternational PoWers,
specially the Western Powers, can establish a zone heve and continue control
over us. Now having regard to that, let us go to the period of fight .
our Independence. when the Constitution was framed. 1t is to the km;:’.
ledge of 2veryone concerned that special consideration was given g
hill areas. Sir, if I remember aright, there was a Bordoloi Gopalmlmm.
to consider what sort of set up should be provided for administration of t

hill areas so that.........

Sb:t'i GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Borbhag): 2
Committee—actually a Sub-Committee was constituted by three persons—
late Gopinath Bordoloi, Rev. Nichols-Roy and Sir Sayed Saadulla.
Shri Bordoloi was the Chairman of that Committee. :

Shei DEBESWAR SARMAR : T thank Mr. Bhattacharyya for this help.
I think what hon. Member Shri jaurisankar Bhattacharyya has ?a‘d »
eorrect to my mind. Anyhow, what the hon. Minister in-charge of Land
Revenue has said, may also be correct. I will check up.

My. SPEAKER: My, Sarmah, how long you will take to finisth your
speech ¥ i

. Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH : Sir, I will take another half an heur.
There are so many important matters to be touched.
we niot beraiiie

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA : Sir, may @D
p.m !

to sit another one and a half hour to-day—say from 2 p.m. 10 =
There are so many Members who want to take part in this debate.

Sir, since some of the Meam-

Shei JADUNATH BHUYAN (Dighoi) : ;i _
tter before the Business Advi-

beys are not willing, it is better to place the ma
sory Committec.

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH: Sir, may [ submit one aspect? This is
an important matter which was discussed in New Delhi by the Hill Leadets.
This matter has to be thrashed out by us. My point is that some Sort
of solution must be found out here, and New Delhi cannot give us a solution,
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Shri MAHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY
tary Affairs): Sir, to-day, there is a Cabine
will not be able to att
two hours more,

¥

(Minister, Parliamen-

t Meeting at 3 p.m. Ministers
end. We may extend the agenda tomorrow by one or

Mr. SPEAKER: The agenda may rot be extended tomorrow, but for
how many hours that will be decided by the Business Advisory Committee.

: Shri DEBESWAR. SARMAH : It was the Sixth Schedule of the Con-
stitution which was designed to give special consideration to the Hills areas
and to safeguard the tradition, culture and interest, both economically and
politically of the Hills peoples. With that end in view, the Committee
which is popularly known ag Bordoloi Committee~7(as hon. Member Shri
Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya has kindly helped me totrec‘o!]ect, was set up.
It was formefi not only for the Khasi Hills but for the whole Eastern hills area
of Assam, The purpose of the Committee was to ensure that tradition

culture and interest of the Hjll People may not be distuched and that
traders and business People from down below may not exploit them, and
the concgltmn ot the Hill people, which may be described as simple and not
many of them are educatcd—may not be disturbed and also that their land

Orll.1 such and other various items, the Com-
| 1 » the provisions were enshrined in the Con-
stitution as the Sjxth Schedule; after working for some t

me, I donot remem-
10 years

) a Committee was to be con-

» 11 Pursuance of the provisions of the Sixth Schedule
: Naga Hills did not accept Sixth Schedule
not set up there, Sir, it is a controversial matter,

Adjournment
-+ The Assembly ¢ ;
April, 1967.5 y then adjourned il 19 4m. on  Saturday, the 1st
Shillong; ~ N.C HaNDIQUE,

- The 21st December, 1067,

or Secretary,

Legislative Assembly, Assam,

AGP (L.A.) 512/67—~243—6.1-68,



