PrOCcedings of the First Session of the Assam Legislative
ASSembly assembled after the Fourth General Election
under the Sovereign Democratic Republican

Constitution of India

SN TThc A‘Sscmb]y met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong at 10 A.M,
uesday, the 21st March, 1967.

PRESENT

Shuij HARESWAR GOSWADMI, B.A., (Gal), m.A. (Gantab), Barrister-at-
aw, SPCakcr, in the Chair, ninc Ministers, four Ministers of State, one

°Puty Minister and ixty-pine Members,

e v |

———n ——

Obituary References

et Obit“a“y references to the demise.of Sln.ri G‘_-o_m'i Kanta Talukdar,

. Maulana Md. Taycbuliah, Shri Ambikagiri Ray Chaudhury,

Shri Pramatha Nath Chakravarty, Shri Dimbeswar

Neog, Shri Samkar Chandra Barua, Shri Ramesh
Chandra Das Cheudhury and Shri G. S. Barve

*Shri JBIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister):  Mr.
Speaker, Sii-‘, since this House met Jast a number of prominent personalities
in our CUUIltry have breathed their last, T would like to make a reference
to SOmMC of them. At first I would like to refer to the death of Maulana

Muhammeq Tayebulla.

In the death of Maulana Muhammed Tayebulla on  October 30,

1966 our country has lost a front-ranking frcedom-fighter, a staunch
nationalist and 2 Jiberal-minded leader. Born at Gauhati in 1394 Maulana

- Sahib had hig ¢ayly education at Sibsagar and Gauhati before he gradua-
\ ted in Scicnce from the Presidency College, Calcutta. He took his Law
degree from Earle Law College and the M. Sc. in pure mathematics from
the Calcutta Unjyersity. He gave up his legal practice at the call of the
country’s Struggle for [reedom and soon came to the forefront of . the
liberatlon moyement Jaunched in the State under the guidance of Desha-
’.'___thakta T R, Phukan, Karmabir Nabin Chandra Bardoloi and other
+f pioneers of yhe yon vidlent frecdom movement in Assam. He was also
« for sometime 5 professor in Department of Science in the Jamia Milia

University of Aligarh,
_—“—‘-_——_-__-—-'_—_P—“:"“—“‘_"—«—"m— BT P 13 .
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A true Gandhite and selfless social worker Maulana Tayebulla was
one of the senior most Congress Leaders of Assam holding responsible
offices of the organization fora long stretch of time from 1924 to 1948,
He was one of the Assistant Secretaries of the Reception Commictee of.
the 31st Session of Indian National Congress held at Pandu in 1926. He
held the office both as a Sccretary and a President of Gauhati_Dlsl.rlct
Congress Committee for a number of years and he was the President of
the Assam Provincial Congress Committee in one of the most eventful
periods of our national history. He was aiso a member of the All India
Congress Committee for several years. He suffered at the hand.s of the
British administration and underwent imprisonment for several times for
vindicating the cause ofnational liberation.

Maulana Tayebulla was elected to the Assam Assembly and was the
Minister for Ixcise, Information and Publicity and Prisons in the Bardoloi

Cabinet from 1947 to 1950. He was also a member of the Rajya Sabha
for two terms from 1952 to 1964.

An erudite scholar on Islamic philosophy, Maulana made his mark
also as an author, He wrote a number of hooks among which were
“Karagaror Chithi’

2 » a collection of letters from prison, “Islam and Non-
violence”,  «“Umpmy] Quran’
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Sir, T would like to refer to the death of Shri Gouri Kantn Talukdar.

S, “‘kth lhe} Passing away of Shri Gourikanta Talukdar on October 21
>, Assam  has | 2 CRo e of our freedom struggle. A

e ' pendent thinker Shri Talukdar had his education at
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The death of such an illustrious personality is indeed a great loss
of us all. May God grant peace to the departed soul. We convey our
deep sympathy to the members of the bereaved family.

I would like to refer to the death of Shri Ambikagiri Ray Choudhury.

We are to mourn today the sad and sudden death of Shri Ambikagir
Ray Choudhury, a great patriot and a literary genius of our N O
January 2, last. Born in 1886 in a poor but respectable family of Barpeta
Shri Ray Choudhury had to face much hardship in his early life while
prosecuting his studies and could not proceed for higher education although
he was endowed with exceptional intelligence.

A man of strong emotion having an indomitable urge to revolt against
what he considered to be injustice, narrowness and sophistication Shri Ray
Choudhury was in his early youth a firm believer in the need of an
anarchist movement to overthrow the alien rule over India. A fire-brand
patriot Shri Ray Choudhury played a gallant role in the non-co-operation
movement of 1921 and was imprisoned for 3 years. He was made one of
the chief organisers of the Congress movement in Assam in 1930. Having
severed his relationship from the Congress in 1931 Shri Ray Choudhury
found_ed a number of organizations for espousing the cause of the people
of this State and was responsible for many a public agitation launched
to safeguard the claim and interest of the sons of the soil. Among the
many organizations he founded were the Asom Sangrakshini Sabha, Asom

‘]Satia _Mahasabha, Swadeshi Krishak Sangha and Bharat Aikya Sadhan
amaj.

A prolific writer Shri Ray Choudhury curved for himself a seat of
honour in the domain of Assamese poetry. Throughout his numerous
poems he gave vent to his patriotic fervour and his deep devotion to God.
The basic theme that reigns supreme over his literary works was however,
his unquestionable patriotism.  Among his well-known works were
«Tumi’”, “Beena’”’, ‘‘Anubhuti”, “Bando Ki Chabdere”. His pros:
works were extensive and covered a wide range of subjects from social
reconstruction to high philosophy. ¢Ahuti”, ‘Deka Dekerir Ved”,
¢“Kalyanmoy Bharat’’ were among his prose works. He edited a number
of well-known journals including “Chetana’® and ‘‘Deka Asom”.

A former President of the Assam Sahitya Sabha Shri Ray Choudhury
was awarded a literary pension by the Government of Assam and was
1’[1;1111{0?’1"3(1 posthumously by the Sahitya Academy for his work “Bedanar

a2

ﬁlthough we might nat have shared all his views yet none _could
question his sincerity of purpose, conviction and that he was a patriot to

~ the tip of his finger.

We offer our sympathy to the members of the bereaved family and
pray for the eternal peace of his soui. %

We also mourn the death of Shri Pramatha Nath Chakraw];arty, e
well-known personality in social and literary life of the Statii' 1-0rr,1 ly
1883 at Gauripur in an orthodox family Shri Chakravarty ha EISP( ?rl;a?
education at Gauripur and studied for his B.A. and B.L. Degrees a ; a i
Shri Chakravarty, who was one of the first group of Assanllese educa ed
men of Goalpara district, took keen interest in the deve 013'_11'1"'311‘f a'}‘
expansion of Assamese language and literaturc -and‘ was responsible for the
establishment of a number of social, educational and _cultural institu-
tions of the district. He played a very significant role in the public
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agitation launched in support of Goalpara’s retention w;tl}m 1’{3}&;{1 at‘;r;rl:.-t-a.
ti:;ne of the redemarcation of :‘b.tat(: boundaries by the f?t%tf:l:.t e%l{.i 11':
sation Commission. He was a life 1}1‘31111)::1' of the Asont ..a}i yac.la)tzz;
He also represented the District C-()n;;rcs.s- Committee at 't e ‘ a_lcuerc
Session of the Indian National Congrcss in 19;}0. We offer rO!.ll sinc :
condolence to the members of the bereaved family and pray for peace o
rted soul:
=5 g;:r[jath: death of Shri Dimbeswar Neog on 12th NQVC:nbﬁl'. 1966 has
removed one of the outstanding literary ligures of our State. Shri Neog,
an educationist by career, had been endowed with a facllq pen ﬂl](l-S]anC
brilliantly both in the ficld of poetry and prose, Basically a literary
critic and historian, Shri Neog made a monumental C()I].l_rl])-lltlﬁll towards
the Assamese literature through his original and analytical works on
history of Assamese literature which extended 0 a number of volumes

both in Assamese and English. A graduate in Science Shri Neog took to
Arts and bccame also an M, A,

As a poet he made expressio
did not allow his spontanecity to
His poems based on patriotic thes
the message of the land and he
the glory of the land and its natur
development of Assamese lay,

of the Sahitya Sabha for
Sabha in

n unalioyed by complexity of style and
sulfer at the burden of choicest wor_ds.
nes are indeed most effective in carrying
rose to great poetic heights in depicting
al grandeur. A tireless worker'lor the
guageand literature Shri Neog was Secretary

a number of years and was the President of the
its annual session held in 1964 at Nalbari,

We join with the people of Assam in mourning the loss ol such an
illustrious person

ality and pray to God for the eternal peace of his soul.

Sir, in the death of Shy; Sankar Barua,
dom fighter and a great social worker.
senior leaders of Assam to |

under the guidance of the

Assam has lost a valiant free-
Shri Barua, who was one of th’?
b¢ initiated into the freedom struggle, launched

: Father of the Nation, had a stormy. political®:
career- which landed him i

n jail a number of times during the B8ritish

OB (oo selfless social worker and a capable organiser Shri Barua had
been associzted with numeron

Upper Assam includj
uncompromisin
in the 1942

administrators,
ment for the h

ng the Co-operative Sugar Mill at Derguon. An
g revolutionary Shri.Barua played a very significant role
Movement and was a constant terror to the then alien

A cash reward of Rs.5,000 was declared by the Govern-
cad of this gallunt patriot of Assam. :

i Shri  Barua was also a member of the Provincial Legislature prior to
mdcpepdence and was the President of the Golaghat District Congress
Committee. Although he severeq his  relationship ~ with the Congress
towards the later days of his political life stil] he basically remained a

true adherent of the idzologies which inspired us all to wre:t freedom
from the alien rule. '

I convey our heartfelt condolence to the bereaved family

and pray for
Peace of the departed soul,

=S SWeilales mourn  today the death of Shri Ramesh Chandra Das, a
former member of

January P
district

¢ Assam Legislative Assembly, on
a  wealthy family of Cachar"

s social and educational organisations of.
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Shri Das was born in 1902 and throughout his life was a true servant of ' ‘the i
masses. He was with the National Congress in the various movements
launched from time to time and was connected with various public activities
of his district. Besides discharging his duties to the people as an M. L. A.
he rendered splendid service for the welfare of the people of his Subdivision .
by making personal donations towards the setting up of a few..educational
institutions of Karimganj Subdivision, as well as financing many poor students
in the prosccution of their studies. He was also the President. of the
Karimganj Scheduled Castes Association. A man of charming manners and
kindly disposition Shri Das had left a wide circle of admirers to mourn! his
demise. May his soul rest in eternal peace.  We convey our sincerest ‘condos
lences to the members of his bercaved family. i

8 ¥

Lastly, Sir, the sad and sudden death of Shri Sadashiv Govind ' Barve

sonality who had shone brilliantly as a scholar, administrator and also as a
public leader. Born in April 27, 1914, Shri Barve had a uniformly brilliant
academic carcer and gave promises of his bright future even while he was a

on March 6 last has removed from the Indian scene an outstanding per-:

‘
i

student at Bombay and Cambridge. A member ofthe Indian Qivil Service

Shri Barve served in various capacities under the Government of India. He
held the office of the Joint Secretary for Economic Affairs in the Ministry. of.
Finance and played a key role in negotiating World Bank loan for the magnifi-
cent Koyna Hydro-Electric Project.  He retired from the Civil Service
prematurely in 1961 to join in active polities and lept iato political lime-
light as the Finance Minister of Maharashtra in 1962. In 1965 he was made a
member of the Planning Clommission, in which capacity he served the country
till his resignation to seck election from one of the prestige Lok Sabha seats
of the country. His victory against his formidable rival created world-wide
intercst and was acclaimed from all circles of opinion, The death of' such

an illustrious son of Mother India will be mourned widely. ¥

I, on behalf of the members of this House, convey cur heartfelt _Sympa-""
thies to Shrimati Barve and other members of the bereaved family and pray

for eternal peace of the departed soul.

Shyi DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Charaibahi): Mr. Speaker,
Sir, while associating with the feclings expressed by the Leader of the House
on the loss of so many illustrious sons of our State and the country, I, on my -
behalf and on behalf of the members of this side of the House, want to offer
our heartfelt condolences to the members of the hereaved families and to pray. ]

to God for eternal peace of the departed souls.

’

In this connection, Sir, I would like to refer to- Moulana Tayebulla, who e
was one of the few Congressmen in Assam who served the National Organi-
sation and the country’s causec for long three decades. He was born _'at‘r",
Gauhati in 1894 and was educated in Gauhati and Caicutta but before taking
the M.Sc. Degree he passed the Law Examination and joined thé Ga ul}:lti’

Bar. He was a prominent member of the Bar. Fe joined the non-co- "
operation movement and was impri_soned_. , After.he vas re.leased from jail

in July, 1942, he joined the Jamia Milia Nationai University, = Aligarh, .
where he served as a professor lor two ycars. AE‘Ogethcr he suffered impri- -
sonment for eight and half years in connection with the Clongress movements
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in 1921, 1931, 1939 and 1942, In 1926 he was on= of the Assistant Secretaries
of the Reception Committee of the 31st Session of the Indian National
Congress held at Pandu. He served the Assam Pradesh Congress Committee
as its General Secretary from 1921-26, as Vice-President and Treasurer from
1926-31 and as its President from 1940.43, He was eclected to the Assam
Assembly in August, 1947 and became a Minister in the Bardoloi Cabinet

from 1948 to January 1950. He was clected to the RaiyaniSabla s T e
terms from 1952 to 1964,

Moulana Tayebulla was a staunch patriot and fought valiantly against
the Muslim Leaguc move to grab Assam as part of Pakistan. He never fal-
tered in his faith in the Congress. He wrote a number of books among which
were “Ummul-Quran”, <[s]am, and Non-Violence, “Between the Svmbol
and the Idol” and “Karagarer Chitthi”’, which is his autobiography. = He

died on 30th October, 1966, e offer our sincere condolence to the bereaved
family and pray for eterna] peace of the departed soul.

Séll']’ I wouigl a}so like to mourn the death of  Shri  Ambikagiri  Roy
Choudhury, a life long revolutionary, an eminent literature and a journalist

p?;églar]y known as “Asam, Kesari*” died on 2nd January, 1967 at the age
(0] 38 .

o gorglﬁgclsagj}eta in 1884 and schooled at Gauhati, Shri Roy Choudhury
{ﬁ;nﬁmfcooperaggzeég;nplc“"g his high school education. He took part in

5 €ment g as 1aile d ' Y
Assam Sangrakshini Nt and was jailed in 1920, He founded the

Sabha ".IIC I\Sam a[' re 5 n -
" s 4 iya Mahasabha and the Assam Seva
Sangha to scrve the people and the Stgtc of Assam.

A poet since hi . y .
to the Assamese Iitlleg?giic)d’ Shri Roy Choudhury contributed immensely

Shri Ro :
Jamet o d?ﬁglg?:tldt}i‘;lei was also 2 journalist of repute and edited two
imprint of his characterigtin rGhC‘nana and ‘Deka Asom’ which hore the
and his urge for the countr Sy languge’ his passionate love for Assam
Bharat’, a drama and g I,Ys llk,l(rpendencc_ His early works ‘Bandini
o 1atadhar’ were banned by the British Govern-

In 1950 he wag ; ; .
at Margherita, He S\}z:t;d ibf Presl_dent of the Assam Sahitya Sabha held
in recognition of his sapy: Warded a literary pension by the State Government
IC€ to the cause of Assamese literature but he

surrendered the pension t ¢f,
. ¢ GOVCI‘ - - o ]
failure to declare Assamegy o 2 o :T;ngtuaafig él protest against Government’s
< .

Shri Roy Choudhury led :
: 2 number of deputations and delegations
press the case of Assam before the Simon ComrIrJ)ission and other such hodjes.

He fought against-the Grouping pjay of the Cabinet Mission. His loss js

great loss to the State and ¢ ecially f i
was an lnsplrlng agﬁ'nt f(,\r 1-}53 Yy lor thﬁ younger generatlon, because he

i ‘ younger generation of Assam, We offer our

sincere condolences to the bereay d tami : 1
/s BV c ay for the :

the departed soul, ! family and pray 1€ eternal peace of

Sir, another great person

freedom fighter and Natjyna;;
1966 at Golaghat 5

960 Shil L Sailar b Chatdra Barua, a noted

: St Leader of Assam died on 18th November,
tine age of 79,
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During the 1942 freedom movement Shri Barua was a terror to the
British and remained underground for more than seven years, though the
British Government in vain offered Rs.5,000 for his capture. He was a
Member of the Assam Legislative Assembly in  the pre-independence days,
He was also the President of Golaghat District Congress Committee.  Subse-
quently, however, for ideological difference he left the Congress. He was
also a Member of the State Khadi Board; besides associating with innumer-
able social organisations throughout the State. We pay our sincere condo-

lencles to the bereaved family ard pray for the eternal peace of the departed
soul.

Sir, I would like to refer to another eminent person whom we lost
recently.  He is Shri Gauri Kanta Talukdar, a patriot and a social worker,
who died on 21st October, 1966 at the age of 79.

Born on November 1, 1887 inthe village Chamata in the District of
Kamrup, Shri Talukdar had his early education in Nalbari and later in
Cotton College and graduated from the Vidyasagar College in Calcutta. He
passed the Law Examination in 1913 and started his legal practice in
Gauhati,

A patriot from his school days, Shri Talukdar joined the non-coopera-
tion movement and was imprisoned in 1920-21, 1940 and 1942. He was
elected to the Assam Assembly as a Congress candidate from Nalbari in 1937
and re-clected in 1946 and remained as a Member of the Assam Legislative
Assembly till 1950. He took active interest in the deliberations of the House
and proved his ability as a Parliamentarian.

Shri Talukdar was closely associated with Kamrup Academy and many
other educational institutions and later devoted himself to social work. He
was also a literature and was editing till his last day a standard children
magazine entitled ‘Deepak’. We ofler our sincere condolences to the
bercaved family and pray for the eternal peace of the departed soul.

Sir, I would like to refer to another eminent person : Shri Ramesh
Chandra Das Choudhury. Shri Das Ghoudhury, a sincere social worker
and a freedom fighter was born in 1902 in a well-to-do family in the Qaghar
district. Imbibed by the spirit of patiotism, Shri Das Choudhury . _}Olllc’d
the non-cooperation movement and sufferad for the cause of country's
independence. He joined the Salt Movement in 1930 and actively partici-
pated in 1942 movement.

He was associated with many educational institutions of the Gacl}ar
district and made valuable contributions to those institutions besides associa=
ting himself with the Co-operative movement of the State. ;

Shri Das Choudhury was clected to the Assam Legislative A§semb1Y n
1946 and 1952 electinns and took active interest in the deliberations of th?
House. He possessed an amiable disposition for which he was lo_ved by al
sections of the people. He died on 8th December, 1966. We pay 0111“'
sincere condolences to the bereaved family and pray for the peace of the
departed soul. ! ; i

Sir, T would like to make a reference to another eminent PCIS?“’ thn
whom we have Jost a literary person who has great contributions to 5 e
history of literature of Assam. He is Shri Dimbeswar Neog ‘3’11“? Wwasi bort
in 1899 at Kamarphadia in the Sibsagar district. He _startci 1115 00, B
a writer since 1911 when he first became the editor of his sc moh mqbaZI}];i.
But he started writing poems seriously from 1914. Smct; t‘hen e sincerely

devoted his life to the service of Assamese language and htel:}ture- He o
a successful teacher, poet and a critic and wrote a number of books of which

60 have so far been published.
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Besides his books in Assamese he has published a few ]}00[&5 ull IIfIl]:‘;hSh
which include ‘Introduction (0 Assam : the country, and 1ts PO = ‘lﬂory ,
of Modern Assamese Literature etc., which were admired by critics both : l
in and outside the country. ‘
His valuable contributions towards the study
language have enriched Assamesc literature. | < | .
It is for his quality and ability that he was elected the Presidentt 90 e
Nalbari Session of the Assam Sahitya Sabha. He passed away on 12th

ol history of literature and 7

November, 1966. Hislossisa great loss to Assamesc literature.  We 1
offer our sincere condolences to the bereaved family and pray for the peace ‘!
of the departed soul. J

Sir, I would like to refer to another eminent personality : Shri Pramath
Chakravarty. He was a literary man of Assam, whose loss is an irreparable
loss to the State.  We pay our respecetful homage to the departed soul and
offer our deepest condolences to the bereaved family.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I would also lik: 1o offer our respectful homage to late

Shri Barve whom we have lost recently. His loss is a great loss to our ;
country because his sacrifices and contributions tor the cause of the country 4
are very significant. I, on my behalf and on behalf of my colleagues offer 4

our respectful homage to the departed soul and pay our sincere condolences
to the bereaved family of this notable personality.

Shri PHANI BORA (Nowgong): Mr, Speaker, Sir. I onmy be-
half and on behalf of my collcagues offer our sincarc condolences to the mem-
bers of the bereaved familics of those departed persons. Sir, we recall the
life of Maulana Md. Tayabulla who was an eminent fighter for the frezdom
of our country at a tme when it was very difficull, ratherit was a matter
of courage and conviction to stand up as a uationalist Muslim in our coun-
try. In spite of it he stood up and fought azainst the British together with
9[1161‘ patriots of the country to oust the Bﬁtish fromn our country to gct our
independence. :

Shri Gaurikanta Talukdar and Shri Sankar Chandra Barua were the
ﬁghtcrs for freedoni of our country at a time when they had to face a lot
ol odd§ ; they had to f_a.cc imprisonmem, they had to face so many difficul-
tics unlike many who Jo}ned the congress when the Congress was Passing
through fair wea.t‘her.. '1 hey were not fair-weather friends ; in rough whether
they stood up. 1b_o_ 1L 13 necessary to recall the lives and  activities' of these
eminent personalities who were out and out patriots.

Shri Ambikagiri Roy Choudhury wasa nationalist fighter—a fighter
for the freedom of our country.  Many may not agree with many of his
policies, magly'of his thinkings but we cannot deny the fact that he had
burning patriotism. When I was in Cotton College and used to meet him
I found him as aman of burning patriotism, but sometimes he was o’
frustrated man. 1 for mysclf always did not agree with him and I told
him so. But I cannot forget the fact that at times as a patriot belonging
to the Assamese nationality he had to stand up in the interest of the
Assamese language,  Assamese culture when it was in difficulty.
Under the British no nationality could get any opportunity to develop jts
own language and culture and Assamese was onc of the backward nationali- A
ties and, thercfore, although I did not agree with somc of his approaches yet e
I could not but appreciate his burning patriotism, '

%,
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fin ~‘t§hn Sankar Chandra Barua was a patriot and revolutionary ‘who fought
T 1942 movement as a Congressman, I remember ‘how much torture
% ad to undergo ;still he ‘kept his body and soul and miud in tact. He
o a Member-of this House but for various reasons mainlyfor the reason
ﬁﬁcedhc could not agree with the policies’ of the Congress Party he had to
Rug €from the party. After that the treatment meted out to himby the

‘-Qn-tmg ‘Party-was such which I cannot forget. Even then he ‘was ‘carrying
0 thedast day as apatriot,

be _Shri ;Dimbeswar Neog ‘was a 'patriot and a literature. Assam hadito
Introdyced to rthe rest of India, ‘to the rest of the world. 'Many people

1) by
,Df; u{ndla do not know what is Assam. whether it is ‘a jungle. °

trib hl_‘lswa.? Neog’s book ““Introduction to Assam’ ‘was a ‘valuable -con-
thesuuon An this respect. 1 ‘pay my sincere condolences to the members.of
€ cminents personalities of Assam.

bere‘I‘astlY, Sir, I also pay my deep condolences to'the Members of the

3 Onnavﬂfi families of those who died 1in ‘Shilleng itself as a result of firing in

ang Cction with the Food movement. I pay my homage to the departed

Shes my sincere condolences to the members of the bereaved family .of

‘the"sankar Purkayastha gnd others, They had to lay down their livesfor
7 wanted food. :

8ro With these words, Sir,I againon my behalf :and .on behalf of my
' Pay-our sincere condolences to the members of the bereaved families

of the departed -ones,

_‘Shri LAKSHYA DHAR CHOUDHURY (Kamalpur) :
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2 E‘Ml-_. S - . I full ssociate myself with the dCCp fcclings of
Bl and sommuoe cappessed by the Leader of the FHouse, ShriDulal Chandra
arua, § ol 2 d Shri Lakhyadhar Chaudhury on rthe -sad

hri Phani Bora an ikt
HCmise of ﬁ;ghti;];ble 80;5 of India, namely Maulana Tayebulla, Ambikairi
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i Talukdar,
dhu Sankar Chandra Barua, Gauri Kanta
%gb(egs}:s;r N;gé, Ramesh Chandra Das Choudhury, P’rarna.tllz.:1 Naril:g
Chakravarty and S. G. Barve. Each one was great in his own fie a
contributed to the glory and prestige of Assam and India.

Mulana Tayebulla was a symbol of communal harmony and practisep
in his life what hye preached from platforms. It is difficult to lmagmfi* nt(l)ﬁ
sufferings and humiliation of a man who had fight communal frenzy atIh o
single-handed and went through extreme penuries not conceivable in Py
days for the occupant of the high office of the President of the i'sta:cs
Provincial Congress Committee. Late Tayebulla enriched the po 1&1
of Assam through his sufferings and dignified way of life. He was s ‘3
President of the Pradesh Congress Committe and also suffered impr 1;)
ment for long 8 years, but the fire of nationalism in his heart could not be

extinguished by British tyranny.

Ambikagiri Rai Choudhury was a bornpoet and for that a revolu-
tionary poet.” . &% wifrr  aife

still rings in my My ears and these lines truly echoed the EgoriicE, “anp
the yearnings and sufferin

gs of a langushing political sufferer ever trying to
téar asunder the shackles of slavery in those days of 1920-21 Whe_n. he b=
ng and humiliation under the Brititish Rais
a literateur par excellence and he followed his
wrote from his heart. He represented “Deka
Asom” (Young Assam) and all his writings reflected keen desire to serve
Assam and find a place of equal status for the people of Assa.rn. He was
mis-interpreted as Parochial at many times. A strong yearning to serve
Assam took him to extremes at times but his love for the .Wh01§3 country
and ali people was undisputed. He ean be ranked with Garibaldi or Mazini
and in his death a torch-bearing fire of “Young Assam® has lost its
lustre and heat to a certain extent. pd -
Sankar Barua is another; revolutionary whose revolutionary activities
have not been brought to limelight very clearly. He was an architect of
the present Congress in Assam and during 1942 gave hisall in the fight
for freedom of the country. He learned revolution not from books but
€ common people with whom he was inextricably mixed
1 ilosopher and a co-worker of the/peasants in the
field and was ever present in their times of distress and need. He wasa
foupd_er-member of the Socialist Party and fought to the Jast for a
socialist society where everyone would be free from exploitation and
everyone will get full OPportunity to bring out the best in his Jife. We
have lost him at an carly age but his deeds and activities will be remem-
bered for long

subjected to extreme sufferi
Shri Rai Choudhury was
own. Inimitable style and

Shri Gauri Kanta Talukdar was like Vishnu to our Congress Party.
Steady and steadfast and discinli the country in hijs own way.
A puritan in life he wanteq everyone to bea real Brahmachari. Al-
though.a God-fearing man he was not afraid of bringing about social
reforms and fighting for {he causc of the down-trodden. He suffered
imprisonment severa] times in his life but never faltered in his zeal to
fight for the country’g freedom. He was elected member of the honourable
Assembly and had left a ‘mark in the anpals of this Assembly asa
Parliamentarian, , et

A
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Shri Dimbeswar Neog was the President of the Assam Sahitya
Sabha and was a teacher-poet. As ateacher he left his mark ,on  his
students and proved his ability as an able administrator of schools. = His
poetry which I read in my early age Istill remember
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Indeed the cruel hands of death left many of his objectives of life
unfulfilled.

He was loved for his writings by all and we deeply mourn his death

Shri Ramesh Chandea Das- Choudhury was another sincere social
worker and freedom fighter from Cachar district. He suffered imprisonment
for the cause of the country’s independence. He was associated with many
educational institutions and was member of this august House f{rom
1946 to 1952. He was loved for his amiable disposition and for his sincerity
of purpose. :

Shri Pramatha Nath Chakravarty was the last of the Mobhicans in
our border district. An staunch natioalist and a gentleman out and out
he lived for the unity of Assam and for a decent life in public and private
field.

Shri Govinda Barve is a great loss to India. An able administrator
and an able economist as he was, it is difficult to fill the void, His death
immediately after the General Election when the country was = expecting
more contribution from him, is indeed very sad. While these noble ~ sons
no more belong to the present, we carry with us their = spirit not to
adorn a table or write a moral, but as a guiding principle in our life. Let
us be ennobled by the noble deeds of these departed souls.

.Asa mark of respect for the departed souls, we stand for two minutes
in silence and pay our respectful homage to them.

(The House stood in silence for two minutes)

Mr. SPEAKER : A copy of the proceedings will be sent to each
of the bereaved famililes.

PANEL OF CHAIRMEN

Mr. SPEAKER : Item No.2

Under the Rules of Procedure of the House, I shall now announce the
names of Members constituting the Panel of Chairmen ;



38

HOUSE COMMITTEE
Panel of Chairmen
1. Shri Biswadev Sarma
2. Shri Hoover Hynniewta
3. Shri Abala Kanta Goswami

4. Rani Manjula Devi

[21st Mag,,

As regards item No.2 (ii toiv), Ishall now announce the names of
Members as follows :— '

Committee on Petitions

1. Shri Prabhat Narayan Choudhury ...
2. Shri Sadhan Ranjan Sarkar st

3. Shri Bishnulal Upadhyaya ...

4. Jonab Rahimuddin Ahmed

see

S. Shri Atul Chandra Goswami

Committee of Privileges
1. Deputy Speaker

2. Shri Mahendra Mohan Choudhury

3. Shri Moinul Haque Choudhury
4. Shri Dev Kant Borooah

5. Shri- Rothindra Nath Sen
6. Shri Phani Bora

7. Shri Dulal Chandra Barua

House Committee

1. Shri Jadunath Bhuyan. X ..
2, Shri Dharanidhar Choudhury ..
3. Shrimati Lily Sen Gupta S
4. Shri Altaf Hossain Mazumdar ... b
S. Shri Kehoram Hazarika

6. Shri. Bhadra Kanta Gogoi s :

Chairman:

Member

»
»

2

Chairman
Member

| b

2

22

2

Chairman

Member
»
»
Hl )
"
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Laying out Copy of The Assam State Legislature Members
(Removal of Disqualifications) (Amendment) Ordinance
1966 (Assam Ordinance No. IV. 19 of 1966)

Myr.. SPEAKER.: Now item No.3

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister): Sir, I beg
to lay out the Assam State Legislature Members (Removal of Disqualifica-
iiggs) (Amendment) Ordinance, 1966  (Assam Ordinance No..IV of

“)

Laying out copy of the Assam Contingency Fund (Augmentation
of Corpus) Ordinance, 1967 (Assam Ordinance I of
1967)

My, SPEAKER: Item No.4

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister, Finance): Sir,
I beg tolay out the Assam Contingency Fund (Augmentation of Corpus)
Ordinance, 1967 (Assam Ordinance I of 1967).

Laying out copy of the Assam Appropriation Ordinance
1967 (Assam Ordinance II of 1967)

Mr. SPEAKER: Item No 5.
| Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister Finance):
Sir, I beg to lay out the Assam Appropriation Ordinance, 1967 (Assam
Ordinance, LI of 1967)

Laying out copy of the Assam Amncient Monuments and’
Records Rules, 1967

My SPEAKER: Item No.6.

Shri J.B- HAGJER (Minister, Education): Sir, 1 beg to lay out the
copies of the Assam Ancient Monuments and. Records Rules, 1965,

Laying out copy of the Assam Consolidation of Holdings
, Rules, 1966.
My, SPEAKER : Item No.7

. Shri MOHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY (Minister, Revenue) ¢
Sir, I.beg to'lay outthe copies of the Assam Gonsolidation of Holdings
Rules, 1966

Presentation of Supplementary Demands. for Grants for 1966-67
Mr, SPEAKER : Item No.8

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister, Finance) : Sir,
I beg to present the Supplemgntary‘ Demands for Grants for 1966-67
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Preseniation of Votes om Accounts 1967-68

Mr. SPEAKER : Ttem No.9

Shri KAMAK®YA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister, Finance): Sir,
I beg to present the Votes of Accounts for 1967-68.

Motion for Election of Members to the Commitice on
Public Accounts

Mr. SPEAKER: Item No.10

Shri MAHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY

(Minister, Parliamen-
tary Affairs): Sir, I beg to move th

b at this Assembly do elect seven Members
in accordance with the provisions of Rule 242 of the Rules of Procedure and
Conduct of Business in Assam Legislative Assembly to the Committee on
Public_Accounts to function from the Ist April 1967,

Mr. SPEAKER: The question is that this Assembly do elect seven
Members in accordance with the provisions of Rule 262 of the Rules of Pro-
cedure and Conduct

. nduct of Business in Assam Legislative Assembly to the
Comumittee on Public Accounts to function from the Ist April, i967.

(The Motion was putasa question and adopted)
Mr. SPEAKER - Item No.11

Motion for Election of Members to the Committee on
Estimates
S}:&i MAHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY (Minister, Parliamen-
itr??écord:tl:::g .wit?).n';,hl beg 10 move that this Asscmbly do elect ten Members
€ Provisions of [
Conduct of Businesg iIr)1 oy ale 244 6f the Ruiles of P rocedure and

: Assam Legislative Assembly to t 1
Estimates to function from the 1st x‘f\g;pril,11967f'.S o e on
Mr. S

bers in accgrd R.: The questi(?q is that this Assembly do elect ten Mem-
a; o Condng :fngzs;‘;llé:the provisions of Rule 244 of the Rules of Procedure

: in Assam Legislative Assemb] to th i
on Estimates to function from the 1st Aglril, 1967, o eimniuee

(The Motion was put as a question and adopted)

The Secretary wil] notify the date,

L time and place for hold; felg-
tion, if necessary, R thé slee

Debate on the Govermor’s Address

~ Shri BISWADEY SARMA (Balipara): Mr. Speaker, Sir. I be

3 . M ke 2 > g to
move, “That the members of the Assam Legislative Assembly assembled
in this session are deeply grateful to the Governor for the address which,
he has been pleaseq to deliver in this House on 20th March, 1967, 4

|
|
3
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‘ Sir, atthe very outset I welcome the new Members to this House and
it is a very good augury for the democracy of the State that a large num-
ber of Members in the Opposition has come to this House. Sir, the
Governor has rightly said “the Members of the newly constituted Assembly
will have a significant role to play in shaping the future of the State at
a most difficult period of flux and change and I wish them all success in their
endeavour.” In the same vein, Sir, I wish that the Members assembled
in this House will have to play a very very important role particularly
because this State of ours is facing a very serious situation both politi-
cally and economically, The Governor has rightly surveyed the political
situation in the State. He has posed the danger of China on our northern
borders and the situation on the Indo-Pak border continues to be a cause
for anxiety. Sir, from the speech of the Governor one can very well say
that Assam has become a playground of international conspiracy. From the
incidents which have occurred in last year and the year before last one can
very easily say that some unseen foreign hands are playing to kill the demo-
cracy in our country. Therefore, Sir,itis all the more necessary that the
Members of this House should put their heads together to find eut a solution
of the problems thathave confronted the State of ours. Sir, the political
situation both external and internal is so grave that we cannot afford to
be merely onlookers and pass our time only in talking alone.

Another thing which has agitated the minds of the people of Assam
is the proposed federal structure of Assam. Sir, in the last election we had
to face our electorates on this issue and we were faced with several questions
as to whether Assam is going to be Balkanised, whether the Assam State
will be reduced to an ordinary “C’’ class State, whether this State of ours
is going to be completely disintegrated in spite of the fact that we are facing
very powerful enemies acrass the borders, whether we are going to be
reduced to second-class citizens and whether Assam’s culture and integrity
is going to be jeopardised. As the proposal stands .today one can ce.rtain_ly
say that Assam is in great danger. Therefore. Sir, the apprehe{_‘lglon _in
the minds of the people is to be pl_‘operly assessed and due consideration
given. Sir, Mizo trouble, Pakistani _inﬁltration, all these things are there
and on the top of these a problem like this has to be faced by us and we
shall have to face it squarely and with a determined will. Sir, Congress
after 80 years of strenuous work, sacrifice and struggle, has built India
into one nation under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi. Therefm:e,
nobody should think that the Modern Tndia can afford to lose the integrity
in this way. At the same time we shall also have to consider the feelings
of our hill brothers. Therefore, I would appeal to the Members of the
House, particularly the hill brotbers, to consider whether we can sit together
to find out a solution of this problem. I am quite confident that all the
Members of the House including the hill Members are patriots and. do not
want that Assam should be disintegrated. Therefore, we must all }éla‘f
a vital role in making our modern India. We would appeal to the MC?_ o
of the House that when we discuss this problem here, we must not ?rget
the geography of Assam and the international conspiracy we have] to ac:i
At this time the prime need is unity amongst us. _With  this humble ac.lppc
I would appeal to the hill brethren that: let us sit together and find out
a solution. Sir, the Governor has rightly said in his speech at page 20 that
¢cas far as my Government is concerned, their stand has consistently been
that from points of defence, security and also overall and accqlera_tcd,
development of this region, the basic unity of Assam must be r.nau_1tamed
and its status not impaired ; at the same time, the political aspirations of
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be respected. These objectives can be Woglkcdhout by

: he hills and the plains areas devising a practical scheme on
glg;:isz?s r?lf;lt:lat.el h:ust and respect. It is my hope that with tolerance
and good-will, a solution will be found which will fulfil the El,eeds and
as irgations of ’both the hills and the plains people of: "Assam.” 1 wish
th% wish of the Governor would be respected. Let ussit together and find

‘out a solution.

the people have to

Sir, the other problem in this State, the most pressing proli)lcm. rather,
is food. Everyone of us knows that we have a very peculiar situation
Obtaining in this State regarding the agricultural production. The last
earthquake has changed the topography of Assam ; the river-bed of ‘the
Brahmaputra has gone up by seven fcet as a result of the last earthquake.
So, all the calculations of our engineers regardmg flood control measures
have become topsy-turvy. Then came the questions of drought, erosion
and floods. All these combined have created a very baffling problem for
this State. Sir, while we talk about food, we cannot forget the production
side of the matter also. Several articles of food have to ‘be imported from
‘outside the State. Whatever food is grown in this State cannot be ‘pre-
served in the State because of a very peculiar border, and it has ‘been
rumoured that our food is being smuggled out to other countries. So, Sir,
this problem of food cannot be solved simply by saying that Government
has failed in this or Government has failed in that. Such statements do
not serve any useful purpose. If we really want to tackle this problem,
‘we have got to think over the problem very seriously. The problem of ‘land
Teforms is interlinked with this question. 1 am glad that copies ‘of the
Assam Consolidation of Holdings Rules have been laid out before the
House today. Land reforms have a vital role to play with regard to -agri-
cultural production. We have plenty of water resources in our State.
But unfortunately these resources have not beep properly utilised up till ‘now.
So before coming to any definite conclusion with regard to this problem,
we have to take into consideration all these fact.ors and then only a really
useful contribution can be made towards solution of this very important
problem, i. e., more agricultural production in our State. Sir, T am really
glad that agriculture has been assigned the top priority in our 4th Plan. 1T
only hope that after the Fourth Plan we shall be able to get the better gf ‘this
problem and that we shall be able to make food available to oyr citizens,

Sir, another thing is the soaring prices of essential commodities. This'js
another matter which requires serious consideration of all of us, Because this
‘'has created problems which have gone beyond the control of any administra-
tion. Every time the prices have gone up we hear clamours from our officers
for more and more pay and in the meantime Dearness Allowances of our
‘Government servants have been increased on several times. If things go
on like this T don’t know where it will end. Unless something is done
about this, T am afraid, solution of this problem will go out of our hands.
Tam very happv that democracy is going ‘to play 1ts part very effectively
in our country from now onwards. Because our friends in the opposite
have among them really very talented and gifted persons, ‘T hope they
will play an effective role in shaping the destiny _of the State. Another
‘Cancer in our public life is the corruption. Sir, this is going to Pose a “serious
challenge to the verv root of our democracy. A VEry Serlous situation is
.-obtai_ning in our country today ; everywhere you x:vﬂl find corruption s
running rampant.  Sir, unless a very serious effort is made to root out this .
cancer fromr our body-politic, this will be another danger for our deocracy,
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Sir, another very acute problem—every problem is assuming acute prepor=

tion, unfortunately—is the unemployment problem. The Government has

very rightly been pleased to refer to the acuteness of this problem in his

speech. But on the top of this what are we finding ? Sir, the tea industry

is the largest industry in the State  and thisis a labour intensive industry.

This industry has now taken to the policy of amalgamating 3 to 4 tea gar-
dens into one unit and thereby retrenching a large number of serving people
and throwing them to the cold mercy of the devil of unemployment, and
that too at a time when this problem of unemployment is assuming an acute
proportion. Industries in this State have not grown because of a variety
of factors. Particularly after the Chinese aggression the Pprivate entre-
preanures have become very shy to invest their capital in any industrial
venture in Assam bacause of the insecurity in the State. So, Sir, something
must be done about industrialisation of the State as otherwise it will be
impossible to control the millions of land hungry people in the State roaming
about ready to do anythine for a mere piece of land. I would therefore
strongly urge upon the Government and also the Members of the Opposi-
tion to suggest and devise ways and means as to how best this problem can
be tackled. Acute as the problem is, I am sorry having to mention here
that we ourselves are responsible in worsening the situation by some of our
unimaginative action, such as bringing people from outside while our own
people, the people of this State, are roaming about hunting at every possi-
ble avenue of employment. I have got a notice from the Supply Depart-
ment to the effect that as many as 12 pcople are going to be unemployed
and retrenched with the Food Corporation taking over the paddy procure-
ment. So I would humbly appeal to the Government and also the depart-
ments concerned to see that wherever possible our young boys should be
accommodated. Unless this is done, 1 am afraid, the onus will go out of our
hands. (Shri Phani Bora —You are in the Government. Why don’t you
tackle it yourself ?) Mr. Bora should not think that he has a monopoly
to speak here. Tam explaining the situation as it obtains today in our
State and trying to focus the view-point of our people. Whether T am in
the Government or not is a different matter. I did not interfere Shri Bora
while he spoke. (Mr. Speaker—Mr. Sarma, may I bring to your notice
Rule 12 ? A member should not address individual Members of the House).
I am addressing you all the time. But Mr. Bora was interfering. ( Mr. Spea-
ker—Carry on with your flow). My flow has been stopped by Mr. Bora.

1 can tell the hon. Members opposite that we are equally anxious
as they are to tackle the problems which are obtaining in the
State as< they are mow and in this we shall not be found wanting 1n
our duty and if necessary, we shall do whatever is possible under the,
sun to meet the problems. ~Sir, they should not think for a moment
that we are simply here to sit in‘' the Guddie and enjoy loaves and
fishes of the Guddie. I can tell them that we are equally consclous of
whatever problems are there. As I have already stated my flow has
been obstructed.

Mr. SPEAKER : That is unfortunate. Carsy on with your flow.

Shri BISWADEV SARMA : Sir, I was talking about unemployment.
There is another thing. The tea industry—particularly as I am directly
connected with this industry. They are T E‘Fchhmq labour from some-
time because of economic reasons and for this purpose they are going
to: No. l—amalgamate 3 or 4 tea gardens together 1o make them into

one, No. 2—in order to minimise the number of workers they are making



44, DEBATE ON THE GOVERNOR’S ADDRESS [21st Mar.,

amalgamation of 3 to 4 factories together and No. 3—in order to reduce
e€mployees from the permanent roll3 many of the employees have been
given pension. etc. In this way, if I am not mistaken about 40,000
workers have already been retrenched. Sir, every time we go to the
employers to know the reasons of such retrenchments, they SaY_th?ft
because of devaluation they have to take economic measures. Sir, if
we face such a situation in the biggest industry in the State
there can be no hope for employment of our uncmployed people in
other industries as well. I am told the tea garden factories are going to be
amalgamated in such a way that the least number of workers can run the
factory. All these together are creating a very big situation which needs
all our efforts and sincere attempts for solution. Sir, T do not like to
take more time of the House because, my Friend, Mr. Bora, is anxious
to speak.

With these few words, I commend the motion of thanks to the,
Governor for his address to this House.

‘Shri ATAUR RAHMAN (Jania) : Mr, Speaker, Sir, I rise to
Jupport the motion of thanks moved by my esteemed Friend, Shri
Biswadev Sarma. It isa matter of satisfaction that the Governor has
tried to touch upon all aspects of the problems before us and _in doing so
he has tried to as succinctly as possible mirror the view-points of the
Government relating to those problems. Political, social and economig
situations prevailing in the State have been dealt with and at stages
while not going to present a gloomy picture of things has ponc-the-less
pointed out the ‘position which basically obtains. Even so, I think, on some
matters of importance and in point of details there has been muc:h less
mention. T, therefore, would like to make certain observations, Whmh,' I
hope and expect, will be taken into consideration. Assam is a State w;th
a composite of population which hold in its fold a considerable section
merging itself into the mainstream of the parent Assamese stock. Of
this secticn those who had come over to Assam from that part of Bengal
now included in Pakistan constitute a fair percentage of the total popu-
lation. But these very people have for the last few years been thrown
Into a state of suspense due to the measures undertaken for the detection
and deportation of Pakistani infilirators. These people, like others, do
not yield to others in their patriotism and desire to build  Assam, their
fatherland but these very people have for the last few years been thrown
mto a state of fear and apprehension for deportation. Nobody can object
to driving out foreigners, including Pakistanis, illegally staying in Assam
but it is the procedure in that connection which has been responsible for
causing demoralisation among this section: of people. The Governor in
his address has referred to the Tribunals which, as he said, were appoin-
ted to ensure that due care is taken and adequate opportunities afforded
to the persons concerned before faking_ a decision regarding their nationa-
lity. But the criteria set for defefmmil}g_their nationality have been far
from clear. In result, as the Chief Minister Jhimself must have been
posted with from time to time, even pcople with documents dating from
pre-independence days or with their names in the National Register of

Gitizens, 1951, have had in instances no remedy. Over and above that

1t has come to our notice that in matters of settlement ofland in so far
as these people are concerned they are df:r_ned such settlement of land
without a police verification of their petitions. Sir, { do not myself
pray for any settlement ofland but even if I happen to doso I will be

s
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in the same position. Restrictions are placed in their lawful movements
from place to place as they are questioned and very often detained
‘by police. Wanat I suggest is that, let us by all means drive out the foreign-
ers, let us take precautionary measures in the borders ‘to see that not a
single perscn from Pakistan crosses over to our territory, let us ‘take
precaution also tha: po Indian national is harassed and let us take
precaution against police who terrify the whole villagers in screening
out the Pakistani nationals. This has not only created terror in the
minds of the people, but this has affected the sense of security of the people.
This may be affected by handing over the task of the Tribunals to the
Magistracy and by restraining police from the brand of activities so far
‘resorted to in that connection. Sir, this'I have placed before the House in
connection with the Governor’s Address, not holding that the policy of the
Governmnent in this regard is faulty but to ventilate that the procedure
followed in this behalf is far from satisfactory.

I hope the agricultural development and the food position as also the
political situation will form subjects of a scparate debate by this august
‘House. 1 shall, therefore, contine myself to referring to certain pinpricks
which continue to tease and dis-satisiy specially the people in our villages.
Almost all ot us are coming from villages and so we are mainly concerned
with the village people. Whatever be the procurement medium for paddy,
it is'not a little bewildering why within miles of surplus and deficit areas
prices of this commodity should vary from Rs.18 to Rs.32. It is also not
understood why incentive for jute growing should not be reaching the actual
grower of this golden fibre. 1t is similarly not understood why the co-ope-
rative loans cannot be made available to the agriculturists in time. Tt-is
still more surprising why the agricultural department with all its parapher-
nalia has not been able to enthuse the cultivators and bring about a
scientific bias in cultivation. These facts should be borne in mind. No
pains thould be spared to bring about a scientific bias amongst -the
‘cultivators. To me, Sir, it appears that there is snag in the appointment of
agricultural officers and the activities they carry on are not to mark. Sir,
in this connection | want to suggest that the agricultural officers who get
foreign training at the cost of the Government money should not be
straightway appointed to the high agricultural posts and instead they should
/be given posts in certain farms to prove their mettle so that this may serve
‘as a lesson to the cultivators in bringing about the scientific bias ‘in
~gultivation in our country.

Itis ‘good that in the Public Works Department and Flood Control
»spheres there have been expansion but it does not escape our notice that
'there is some snag in the subdivisional and district level planning. The
embankments are placed unscientifically on one bank of a river leaving
the other exposed or are only carried half-way thus leaving people to

~hazards. For instance, the Marachaulkhowa and Pahumara and Dabandia—

L.angla'embankments are placed in such a way that these have “stranded’” and

“caused immense misery to the people. The sufferings become man-made.

After'15 years of existence of such roads—such as the Barpeta-Langla,
“Barpeta—Baghbor and Roha—Kalgachia are not even passable for
bullock ‘carts,. Not that the Government have not spent money on'these
‘roads, ill-planning, ill-spending and improper supervision have taken away
the benefits. It appears to me that these projects were taken up so to
~speak just to fritter away money and not for actual benefit to the. peoplg_
‘Scientific: basis of  work was lost sight of. I feel that thc-Pubhc Works
‘Department and Embankment and Drainage Department require toning “up

‘5o that things may be set right.
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Mr. Speaker, Sir, my friend Mr. Biswadc?v Sarma has referred to the
unemployment problem. He has also pointed out how people from
Calcutta were brought in the Food Corporatioi. Our people are h'fa.lf-_fed in
the villages. When they are willing to work on the projects it is not
understood why “instead of providing all possible encouragement to our
villagers, works are allotted to contractors who import labour from outside
depriving local labour. 1 do not understand why the genuiine Shramik
Bahinies are pushed away and contractors are favoured. '1:i113 will naturally
give rise to the food prices. Sir, thereis an Act which is known as the
Shramik Bahini Act according to which preference in the project works

should be given to the local Shramik Bahinies. I hope the Government
will look into this matter and give the necessary facilities to the Shramik
Bahinies. -

Sir, so far asthe Revenue department is concerned in which
the fisheries, I admit that so far as realis
some improvement and it has been toning up, butitis in the Revenue « flice
as also in the Supply office that the simple villagers get most harassed and
disappointed. It is in the Revenue offices, I repeat, that our simple
village people get the most harassed and most dissatisfied. Petitions are
submitted, but for years together people get no answers, In conversion of

. annual lands petitions are submitied, but on flimsy and unheard of grounds
they are kept away, In this wav, Sir, legitimafe grievances of the people
are not redressed. What I would like to suggest is that as in the cases of
Judicial courts where registers are kept for cases and dates are fixed, in the

case of revenue petitions also registers should be maintained and dates fixed
so that results may be available to applicants.

I include
ations are concerned there has been

In the case of fisheries although successiv
taken place the boundaries remain the same al
metamorphosed and as a result there have be

1sputes have not perhaps been taken note of

e scttlement operations have
though whole landscapes have
en endless disputes and such
by the department concerned.
Sir, it is gratifying to note that the Governor has indicated that the
crime position in our country has improved. I think that is so in relation
to number of cases. But if the activities of the police are taken into consi-
deration that remark might not be quite correct. I will just refer to an

instance. In a particular mouza in our own Subdivision where during the
course of a month there was a series of murders

the police did nothing.
During a month or two not a single individual was arrested. That is the
record of activities of the police. And

! about other activities of the police the
less said the better. It seems low-paid police have lost incentive as well.

If we look to the Education Department we find that there is diversifi-
cation, but that is perhaps in the cities and towns. We are concerned with
the villages where people have only primary schools and a sprinkling of
middle schools and bigh schools. Let me confine myself to the primary
school. It is really regrettable that even a.f'ter‘ 10 years of establishment c_)f'
primary school the authorities have not taken it over. In my own Subdi-
vision I admit very recently some 40 sq‘h_ools have been taken over, but even
now some 70 more such schools are waiting to be takcn_ over thc_)ugh. these
schools are existing for the last 10 years or so. So while there is diversifi-
cation including establishment of other very great institutions we should not
lose sight of the nccessity of taking over these primary schools. Vacillation
in the selection of sites have very often deprived people of institutions. An

L
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industrial training institute was to be established at Barpeta, but for the last
6 years the authorities could not select a site for the purpose and as a result
this institute meant for Barpeta has been running now at Gaubati. Thisis
the position.

Sir, the medical attention has been most scrappy in our State. Consi-
dering the resources of the country there has been plenty of dispensaries in
certain places ov areas while some arecas have gone without any medical
attention.  The old Local Board dispensaries served the people quite well and
the Boards used to take care ot them. And now when those dispensaries came
under the State Government even the repair work is not attended to. The
Panchayat shou!d have been entrusted with the duty of maiutenance of those
dispensaries, but this has not been done. It is painful, Sir, to find that some
of the old Local Board dispensaries have been rendered useless for want of
attention by the authorities concerned.

The Governor very kindly referred to the family planning scheme which
is so vitally necessary for our country. ButI should like to point out that
this family planning scheme has remained on paper only as in the practical
field it has made no progress. 1 once personally approached the autho-
rities concerned for certain technical hands to carry the family plinning
work into the village and now it is two years we have not received any
response. This is the position.

sir, before I conclude I should like to make a reference to a very vital
matter which is agitating the minds of the people in the plains areas and
that is regarding the Assam Federation issue. Sir, T would like to inform
the House that the youths in the plains district are very much agitated over
the issue. The elder section of our reople are apprehensive about the future
integrity and status of Assam. I should like to point out that in the Plains
the people are looking up to the good will of the people from the Hills and
asking for an opportunity of explaining the view-points of the actual resi-
dents of the beautiful Hills now forming a part and parcel of Assam. So,
it is my request to Government that an opportunicy should be provided to
our youths so that they can meet the Hill leaders and the Hill people in
order to find out a psychological union between the people of the Plains
districts and the people of the Hills districts.

Sir, with these few words I commend the motion of thanks for the
acceptance of the House.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Motion moved is: “That the Members of the
Assam Legislative Assembly assembled in this Session are deeply gratefql
to the Governor for the Address which he has been pleased to deliver to this
House on the 20th March, 1967”.

Shri PHANI BORA (Nowgong): Mr. Speaker, Sir, I move the
Amendment for the acceptance of the HOUSC.....essesseeeeees

Mr. SPEAKER: Shri Phani Bora, please read out your amendment,
then the other Members will read out their amendments.

Shri PHANI BORA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to mover -"‘Thta .
the end of the motion moved by Shri BiswlacLiiev Sarma, relating to
Governor’s Address the following may be added:— ' ¢

1. But this Assembly regretgs thaﬁ: the Governor’s Address fails to take
into account the following: P e

(a) failure of the Administration in the matter of food, price and pro
curement; ; 3 soRell ek
(b) failure of the Administration in the matter of industrialisation;
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(c) failure of the Administration in solving the problem of unemploy-

ment;

(d) failure of the Government in tackling the problem of the Hill
people, in giving a clear and eflicient solution and in securing
the unity and integritv of the people of the State as a whole.”

Shri PROMODE CHANDRA GOGOI (Sibsagar): Mr. Speaker,
Sir, [ beg to move that at the end of the motion moved by Shri Biswadev
‘Sarma, relating to the Governor’s Address the following be added :—

“But this Assembly regrets that the Governor’s Address fails to give
clear indications of tne following:—
(a) failurc of the Government to root out corruption;
(b) failure toimprove law and order situation;
(¢) failure to establish a public sector oil refinery in Sibsagar.

Shri BISHNU PRASAD RAVA (Tezpur): Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg
to-move that at the end of the motion moved by Shri Biswadev Sarma
relating to the Governor’s Address the following be added :—

“But this Assembly regrets that the Governor’s Address fajls to mention
about the following :—

Establishment of a film studio in the State of Assam?.

Shri SARAT CHANDRA RABHA (Dudnai, Reserved for Sche-
duled Tribes): ur. speaker, Sir, I beg to move that at the end of the
motlon moved by Shri Biswadev Sarma relating to the Governor’s Address
the following be added :

“But this Assembly regrets that the Governor's Address fails to give a
clear indication of the following : —

- Failure of the Government to protect the rights of tenants and Adhiars.’
FATTAE AT BT gprsrs 1[ifqerd w2 wifesn eiRe wwe
Tfafies I=FT A@t T zeF | .

‘a2 SITME ITS UiT wifdatam Ftd W FHie B tzog )

Mr. SPEAKER : s:tit4:7f move =41 z°a1|

Shri KEHORAM HAZARIKA (Barhampur): Mr, Speaker, Sir, I
beg to move that at the end of the motion moved by Shri Biswadev Sarma,
rélating to the Governor’s Address the following be added :—

“But this Assembly regrets that the Governor’s Address fails to give
clear indications of the following :—

Gita FereteaT 27, e god AT T ¢ ATrAaT siyds fp e
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_ Shri NAMESWAR PEGU (Dhakuakhana, Reserved for Scheduled
Tribes): Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that at the end of the motion:
moved by Shri Biswadev Sarma, relating to the Governor’s Address the
following be added :—

“But this Assembly regrets that the Governor’s Address fails to give
clear indications of the following :—

Fajlure of Government to declare North Lakhimpur Sub-Division as
one [ull-fledged district as desired by the people of that Sub-Division.”"

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Barbhag): Mr.
Speaker, Sir, on behalf of the United Legislature Party and the APHLC,
I beg to move that at the end of the motion moved by Shri Biswadev Sarma,
relating to the Governor’s Address the following be added :—

“But this Assembly regrets that the Governor’s Address fails to give
clear indications of the following:—

(a) about the concrete measures which the Administration proposes
to take in regard to the vital issues concerning the lile of the
people of the State in regard, inter-alia, to the issue of food
scarcity, flood and drought, unemployment, corruptions in the
Administration, Administrative reforms;

(b) It does not correctly state the position with regard to the re-orga-
nisation of the State of Assam as announced by the Government

of lndia.”

Shri GOVINDA KALITA (Gauhati-West): Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg
to move that at the end of the motion moved by Shri Biswadev Sarma,

relating to thc Governor’s Address the following be added :—

“But this Assembly regrets that the Governor’s Address fails to give
clear indication of the following:

(a) failure of the Government to mention about Gauhati Civil Hos-
pital which has been occupied by the Gauhati Medical College

since 1960;

(b) failure of the Government to menticn about resettlement of land-

less peasants; ¥
(c) failure of the Government to mention about the food position at

the State and the present food stocks in Government ha=<5

Shri KAMINI MOHAN SARMA (Rangia): MTr. Speakdr Sir, I
beg to move that at the end of the motion moved by St Biswadév Sarma,

relating to the Governor's Address, the following be addecné___ /

“But this Assembly regrets that the Governor’s Addresh_rfails to give
clear indication of the following:— ¢
Pailiite offiihe “Governoent' to mention about the Grovv Muvre Food

movement.”’
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Shri PHANI BORA (Nowgong): Mr. Speaker, Sir, T move the
amendment. Sir, in the motion moved from the other side and the speeches
made in support of the motion, I find that actually these are not the speeches
in support of their motion. These speeches should have becm_ made from
this side of the House. If these are their stand with which they are
supporting the motion, then_I wonder how they can afford to be on that side.
Sir, the Governor’s Address is nothing but a statement of thc. G_ove_rnn"fcnt
policy which was pursued during the course of the last vear with indications
of their plans and programmes for the coming year. As a matter of
fact, | find that the Government party has not
what is being written on the wall. From what appears from the statement,
they are fully complacent, they are not mentioning the utter failure in
respect of everything that they were expected to do.

Now, Sir, in the Governor’s Address,
place. The question of attack from this side
to prominence. Ifind in all the;

the question of security found
and that side is also brought
r specches that when they approach the
people they bring this issue to the forefront, it may be to sidetrack the
burning issues, just to sidetrack the majn issues which are agitating the mind
of our common people. I know every Assamese, every man living in Assam,
and every Indian are fully conscious and aware of the attacks that are there
from bey nd the borders.” I know everybody will stand as one as they
stood during the time of Chinese aggression, during the time of Pakistani
aggression. The entire countrymen irrespective of their political ideologie_ss

irrespective of their religion, their caste, their creed stood like one man in
defeace of the country, in defence of the integrity of the country and in
defence of the sovereignty of the country, Ttlerelbf*e, tnere is no use again
and again beating about the bush | I feel, Sir, that people have lost their
faith thatit is pos§1ble for this Government 1o defend the borders, to
strengthen the security and to g

Tapple the attacks that ma come from
beyond the borders. Y

As a result of the election we find that this Government is reduced to a
minorit.y.. Sumek_)od_y referred to the barty in power as a majority. Of
course it is a majority partytsBat'what! they 'are representing?  They are
representing only a minority of the People of the State. If we count the
voters, the percentage »f votes they secured-they are minority and if we
icguntt:lﬁe heads of people of the State, T am 109 per cent confident they are
ca};g louinor? lri:nnc:»m‘w. They shoulq have remembered it. While they
ey should“ﬁ:we trhe Gogernm_ent Do_h_cy throu_gh the Governor’s Address
SCre T A ﬁnd»;nem Ered. the position of this side of the House. I am

SR b lhatnyscferectmn of that realisation in the Govcrnqr’s speech.
country; defers B SOVEé:‘c'aS _the Secarity of the State, security of the
will staed as one man ag an;gr;grr;z ¥t soncerntd bt [

; ent whenever there is an attack from

infiltration to curtail our sove-

; 1< gy , ¢ uld not be mixed up with the
question of d(-fg{lce oi our erritory and security, ete. [t is quite a different
Protilem—-two‘ iferen, problems, if I 'may say so. It should not be mixed
UP, lumped together and try to confuse the minds of the people. The

Frpblem that 'S foremost to my mind and which this Government have
ailed (g tackle 3 the problem

s B of food, food price and procurement. It is
most burm".ugﬁ}):ﬁb]f’“‘- As a matter of fact I want to warn this
Overnmeng th; €Y perform their dutjes as they [ performed during the

been able to understand -
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ast years, if {they are going to repeat their past performance then they
séhould be prepared to face a bigger storm which may sweep the entire
tate, nay the entire country. I am at this moment concerned with the
State. what is happening in this State ? Even today in the Nowgong

_district, just after the election, not even 100 gms. of sugar is available.

iEVCIr} for a patient who is to be given a little sugar it is not available. There
s also no rice when the Government is shouting loudly that there is no
Scf‘l'ClT‘)’- What about atta ? Not even 100 gms. of atta is  available.
When I asked some of the Oflicers responsible for supplying these articles
they said, “What can we do, we have not been able to bring these things

* from this place. that place.” For weeks together all the fair-price shops were

gomg without any supply whatsoever from the Government. How it could
happen ? There is no sugar at controlled price but there is sugar in the
black-market. If vou can pay Rs.3 or 4 you can get at any time. Why
these things are allowed to happen ? I remembe:r last year Government
were shouting from housetops that there would be no food scarcity. I find
no reason why there should be food scarcity at all in this State of Assam.
This State of ours never faced any scarcity in the manner which it had to
fﬂqe last year. Even in the year 1943 during British days when the
Britishers never cared for the lives of our people, when in Bengal 45 lakhs
of people had to lay down their lives like rats because of the famine created
by the British Government at that time also this State of ours had not had
to face any food scarcity. Then how could it happen now ? Where is .the
inquiry ? The Government have come out with no thing. Of course, there
was scarcity ; but why then the Government was announcing from hocusetops
that they would be able to feed our people and that they would be able .to
send out food to other scarcity areas of the country Thereic no rice even
today in the Nowgong district. LEven after the exoerience of last year this
Government has failed to procare rice. In the Nowgong district paddy
is being sold at Rs.16 per maund in one part while in another part
paddy is being sold at Rs.29 per maind. This is the administration.
Is this the way how they are going to solve the problem ? In cne part
the peasants are being exploited by thec Government policy ;
they are denied the price they are expected to get. The price is controlled
at Rs. 16. In another part 5 miles this side-—the price is Rs. 29 or Rs. 30
and here the consumers are expleited. Is this a policy ? Thisis a bankrupt
policy and this is the bankruptcy of the Government— this is bsing exposed.
This way we cannot solve the problem of food, we cannot build up a
proper administration for unity, integrity and security of the State.
we allow the people to starve, the common people who constitute the
majority, if we allow them to starve, if we allow them to beg fora morse
of food, we cannot keep them united talking about security. We must
feeq the people, The primary responsibility of a Government, no matter
which party is in power, is to feed the people. This Government has
failed in this, and it is going to fail if they continue like this. TLis is ¥
warning. TLast year when there was food scarcity we were appealmg‘bt!-o
the Government ¢“please discuss with us, please let ussit around a ta he
and try to find out a common policy so thatat lcast we could relieve the
situation, so that we could ease the situation, we could give something
to the people”. But unfortunately mnothing happened. There was no
discussion with anybody. Only some disc.ussmns were held with some
blackmarkzteers, princes of corruption, princes of _black market. They
became the masters of this Government. They adViSf}d the Government
to lift th: -couuel. The Government succumbed to it, and, accordingly,
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control was lifted at a time when there was the necessity of clistrriliJlltl“g1
equally whatever there was in our h_ands. It was hftcd, I suppusc,'(‘_l
the 19th of  June, _1966._ Béfore that in my district of Nowgong we were
getting rice at 72/73 paise per kilogram. But after the lifung the control—
‘in order to ease the food situation and in order to create free m:u"_kcg S0
that the hungry people can get  food—what happ:ned ?  Within 3
er 4 days after lifting the control in the Nowgong district itself the
price of rice rose to 180 paise from 73 paise per K. G. at that time. Sir, it
was a criminal regligence of duties of the Government towards the people’s
needs to lift the control and ailow the black-marketeers to rcap the
harvest. In that year peonie in Nalbari, Barpeta, Nowgong and Cachar
suffered heavily from the havoc of floods due to which some of the people
had to live in high bunds, because their houses were swept away and
their paddy fields washed away and even their granaries were also washed
away.  They had to take shelter in high places. In that condition, tor I5
days, Government sanctioned only 150 grammes of rice per head. We
epposed and criticised the Government for this. We reminded them that
it would be a death siznal if timely action is not taken to ease the situarion,
But the Government like a Rhino which does not feel if one pushes did not
fecl and did not do anything. Our criticism did not cut any ice They
were confident and they thought that they would be able to solve the
problem easily. But could they do so ? They could not. When our
opposition and criticism failed, we had to launch Satyagraha and thep
the student community came to picture. They were going without rice
in their hostels and many students had to abandon their classes and many
officers had to stop going to offices, because they had to go to the market
in search of afew K. G. of rice. So, they were completcly desperate.
Then they came to the street and demonstrated peacefully without any
‘arms in their hands. They were completely unarmed, but what was the
reply from Government ?  The Government, iastead of listening to those
-who came to the street, allowed police free hand to resort to lathi-charges
and even to fire upon the student demonstrators and public, Lilling a collepe
boy like Sankar Purkayastha znd others. That was the reply given to
those people who came out for food and that was the reply given to those
students who came for food. This should not be the reply of a party
sworn in the name of Mahatma Gandhi. When I said—""Why don’t you
stop corruption ?  Why don’t you hang the black-marketcers’ ’—They
said : ““This is ‘democracy’. Is this your democracy ? Only a totalitarian
Communist Government can do it, they say. But they cannot do it. You
‘canmot arrest a b}ack—marketeer—you cannot put him in the prison. You
‘ean only put hundreds of political workers without trial in prison under
D. I. Rules. But you cannot apply D. I. Rules against black-marketeers
‘who suck ‘the blood of the people, I do not consider those to be humag
beings who can kill people. " When millions of people suffered from hupger
‘at that time these people wanted to amass money by means of cxploita?ion’
‘of the poor people. You cannot raise a finger against them. But you are
very' powerful to shoot at the students who came down to the street to
‘demonstrate against the Government on certain policy. You better give
“up the name of Maharma Gandhi You better take your ideal ag Bandyk
and a rifle should be your ideal. You should not have the ides) of
‘Mahatma Gandhi. His soul will be perturbed, his souls will ery to see that
this is'the party which he built and this is what they are committing,

MWas an enquiry iuto this whole tin'ng_. But up tii_{ now the

1S,/ there
€aqQuIry Teport- ‘has not 'come: out.
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Mr, SPEAKER: The enquiry is still going on.

. Shri PEANI BORA.: Sir, how long it will continue nobody knows.
in the meantime, there may bhe another Enquiry (}ommlssa(_m. e
the process by means of which they want to perform their duties.- _

Sir, I find this Government has got some Advocate Generals. They
alcipaidifat “salany. e 0l :

Mr. SPEAKER: There is only one Advocate General.

Shri PHANI BORA : I am sorry, there 1is, of cowrse, one
Advocate General. Do you think he is eflicient ? If he is not efficient
then why do you keep him ? I do notknow. If he is considered efficient,
quite capable of defending the Government cases, why the Government,
again and again, on every occasion of enquiry, have to bring some lawyers
from  the outside paying Rs.1000  (thousand) per day ?»—Rs.1700
had to be paid to a gentleman named Shri Siddhartha Sankar Roy. Why
lakhs of rupees were spent in the course of Shillong firing enquiry of 1964 ?
Lakhs of rupees thus were paid to the outside lawyers. If you have your
own Advocate General and if he cannot defend your cases, I am sorry, he
should not be kept. Why you are keeping him at all? If you want to advar_lce
your cases, do it with your own Advocate General. Why should you bring
a lawyer from outside paying such a fat salary or allowances. I also ge
not understand why there is so much delay in submitting the enquiry
report. We want that if any enquiry is to be made, it should be finished
within certain time so that people can know the factsin time. It seems
Government is only able to do the post-mortem enquiries. Of course, all
the time they are very good for the post-mortem examinations. Sir,
alter what is happening” in the whole country, this Government should be
alive to the things of reality.

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Bora, you have already taken 29 minutes. There
arc many other hon. Members to spetk on the amendment. ' ik

Shri PHANI BORA: Sir, I will not touch all the points. I leave
some of them to my friends to touch such points. I find in the Govera-
or's Address there is mention of infiltrators. Sir, this Congress Party was
standing on the shoulder of the Muslims—which I said in public and
also I am saying now. They frighten the Muslims saying, ““If you do not vote
us, allright, be ready to get out from the country.”” This was the threat
YCSOFt_ed toand on the basis of that they used to get all the votes of
Muslims and they are in power.

Shri BIMALA PRADAD CHALIHA ( Chief Minister ): Mr.
Speaker; Sir. It is a very serious charge. May I know from the hon.

. ~ - y
/ c{m;ber from whom he has heard such statement from the Congress
side .

Shri PHANI BORA: Sir, if I am to give the names, I can give so
many from whom I heard in every meeting and in every discussicn.
€annot only name one name, but so many, the whole, the entire names }
everywhere I meet them ' 7T i |

Pesane e
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Myx. SPEAKER: Mr. Bora, in fairness it would be better if_ you can
give at least some names bacause it will help the Chief Minister to
reply.

‘Shri PHANI BORA: Sir, I will give a list of names so that you
can pass it on to the Chief Minister. Sir, it is a fact. The Mouslims
feel that they have been reduced to second-class citizens. [ feel that
perhaps they have got some grounds to feel like that because if a man
with his “dari” passes through Lumding to Badarpur he is caught by
the Police and heis put w0 the thana. Why ? Sir, I am for driving out
the Pakistani infiltrators and other foreigners but for that let the law
take its own course. But why an Indian Muslim who is known to us
and to many and is living in this country all along should be harassed
like that ? A Muslim with ‘lungi’ and *dari’ has got to get a certificate
from the Gaonbura or the President of the Panchayat to go
from one place to another. 1s he a bullock ? I know there is a
custom that if you carry a bullock from one place to another you have
to teke a certificate that it is « genuine builock. Now, have you reduced the
Muslims to that status ? Should any Government allow a person of minority
community to feel as a neglected citizen, a suspect ? Is it good for unity and
integrity ? Sir, I drew the attention of the Chief Minister in the pass. I also
personally told the then Home Minister, Mr. Nanda, that many Indian
Muslims are being harassed. Why don’t you prevent the Pakistanis from
infiltrating into India ? You are spending crores of rupees in defendine
the borders, Why don’t vou catch hold of them ? 1 know that man;
C. 1. D. people goto the Muslims and tell them, ‘ycu have got a notice,
you come tc the thana.” In this way some pleces have been made
heaven for -the C. I. D.s and Police to harass the Muslims and get money
out of them and they are getting rich within a very short time. This is not
what is expected in a secular State and therelore it must be stopped.
The present practice is to treat amanas Pakistani if he has got no land.
We know that we have large number of landless labourers. At one time
the Chief Minister agreed with me that there are many thousands of landless
labourers belonging to the Muslimo Corrmunity who are Improving our agri-
culture. But these people because they do not have any land should they
be declared to be Pakistuanis ? Therefore, this problem has got to be
consiclered dispassionately. The Indian Muslims should not be allowed to
feel as second-class citizens. It is for the national interest, national unity
and security of the country that there should be an atmosphere of unity and
equality among all citizens of the land.

Lastly, Sir, I want to speak a few words about the proposed re-organi-
sation. Sir, you know our position, we have never accepted federation,
and we do not suppert it. Some pecople say 1t :is like ~this and some
people say it is like that. Itis just like .elastic rubber and one can draw
it from one end to the other It is aserious matter which needs amend-
ment of the Constitution. Why don’t the Government come out with a
clear proposal as to what they actually mean by federation ? Why they
are trying to confuse the people and create jb!tfcrncs-‘i amongst the people?
We the Hill people and the Plains people arc all brothers, although there
is some bitterness in our reiationship recently due to  some reasons,

say Government is responsible for this. During the last 20 years the
Government could not win the minds of the Hill people and could not
n}a}kc them our friends. They fail to Perlorm t.he_n:. duties and responsi-
bilities towards the people in Mizo Hills, Khasi Hills and other Hills

"

\3
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I want this problem te- be solved

amijcably without hampering the futurre of Assam in any way.: At-the-
same time the Hill brothers must be granted full autonomy to decide
thenj own future, not in the federation form as it is understood by us pow
but in some other form so that we may live together like brothers and we:
may collectively shoulder the responsibiliiy for the development of the:

entire region.,

_ Shri PROMODE CHANDRA GOGOI (Sibsagar):
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and they have antagonised them.

Mr. SPEAKER : (37 3129 ?

Shri PROMODE CHANDRA GOGOI : frenaEs | aﬂ?_‘r.ﬁ l
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jonal Integration Conference, Page 40:

A Statement issued by the Nat

“Political power at any level sho

interests of members of one’s owil - P
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At page 11 of the Governor’s Address -

« <Relief was also extended to

} : the f’tmlhes who had to be removed due
to the well at the Rudrasagar dri

illing site catching fire”.
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Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister):
) 1 o B o e e s B o T T e ) = = R

Shri PROMODE CHANDRA GOGOI : fimi = | wos

5 4

Adjournment \ s
Mr. SPEAKER : Order, order ! The House stands adjotrned :till
2ipi—=1n, T PR o

(The Assembly was then adjournéd for _llj'ﬁcin"tilll QQm) V_A - reton
AFTER LUN CH
" Report of the Business Advisory Committée -
Mr. SPEAKER.: ﬁnder Rule 230 of the Rules (l)'f. .Pf-oc:édt;ré and GOh_
duct of Business in Assam Legislative Assembly, T hereby inform _the House

that 1 called a meeting of the Business Advisory Committee in my Chamber
at 12-30 p.m. on Tuesday, the 21st March 1967 to consider the prégramme

:of the current March Session of the Assembly, which was outlined . earlier

before nomination of the Business Advisory Gommittee. By sse B

The Committee was pleased to consider the provisional programme of
bussiness for the March Session of the Assembly 1967 (a copy of which has
been circulated already) and make slight aaditions and  alterations thereof,
z.e.{i) Thursday‘, the 23rd March 1967 detailed tor Private Meémbets” Business
has been recommended as a Recess Day and ({ii):the sitting -of: the House
has been extended by one day till Saturday, the 1st April 1967 with a view
to allocate one day more for the debatec on Governor’s Address.

It will now be seen from the revised Calendar that out of cight working
days of this short. Ssssion as many as four days have been detailed for the
Debate on GovJ’E’a: s Address on Tuesday, the 21st March 1967, Monday,
the 27th March 1967, Friday, the 31st March 19,7, and Satucday, the. . 1st
April 1967. _ i NN AR

I think the time as extended and allo_tted will be sufficient enough and
hon. Members will take full advantage of it.
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Copies of revised programme arc being circulated.
I hope this has the approval of the House.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: When the Private Members’
‘Bussiness will be taken up ?

Mr. SPEAKER: On the 30th March.
. Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : Only onc day ?

Mr. SPEAKER: If you require another day we will consider.

Debate on the Governor’s Address

Mr. SPEAKER : Shri Promode Gogoi. You will take 5 minutes more

Shri PROMODE CHANDRA GOGOI (Sibsagar) : =iy
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. Shri ALTAF HOSSAIN MAZUMDER (Borkhela): Mr., Speaker,

Sir, I desire to speak a few words in favour of the Motion and I welcome the

A ldress of the Gove:nor because it has substantially depicted the  problems

of the State and the administration. Democracy needs a clean and efficient
administration and it is the first and foremost demand of the people of
Assam. During the last eiection all the electorates gave mandace to the
elccl:'-;-(l representatives to make all efforts to bring about a clean: adminis-
tration. I am happy that the Government is fully aware of this position.
In the address of the Governer it has been categorically stated that his
Goveinment is determined to stamp out corruption a.d this is very much
welcome. In upro.ting corruption there are certain corrupt officers no
doubt. But at the same time we should not forget to speak about those
oflicials who have done exemplary werk with honesty. Ortherwise if we
speak simply about the corrupt oificials alone then this will have a demo-
ralising effect in those officers who have integrity and honesty. We have
to end corruption by all means. If there be efficiency particularly in those
offices where people have day to day contact then there could be end of cor-
ruption. There is allegation of coriuption made by the people when: they
go to the offices like mutation office, S.D.Cs’ office, etc. I think there is
some trath in their allecations. My suggestion to the Government in this con-
nection will be that very stringent measures should be adopted to sec that
a very clean and better administration can be presented to ‘the people of
Assam, particularly to the people of Cachar. We have seen in the past
that there were certain regular inspections made by the revenue officers.
But now-a-days due toincrease of work of the distric officers who have to
remain busy in multifarious work such inspetions are not made Some
additional means or methods ol inspections should be there so that the files
of the revenue cffices may be inspected from time to time and this will
lessen the chance of corruption ir: the revenue offices. Ordinaiily we expect
that mutation cases should be disposed of within a short time according to
the Assam Land Revenue Regulation. But unfortunately we find: that  the
mutation proceedings are pending for years together. This has created
resentment among the mass people and we ha to face this complant during
the last election, I am sure Government will make all .endeavours to see
that in this matter the people remain satisiied.

We have found in the Goveruor’s Address that Government has taken a
stand for industrial development, and paper pulp and some other industries
are mentioned which we welcome. As far as the paper pulp industry 1s
concerned the consensus of opinion aud according:to technical data and all
materials suitable and necessary for the purpose are available in
Cachar and this we have been expecting in cachar for several years. I -am
sure the Government will make an effort to establish a paper pulp industry
in Cachar shortly and this will fulfiil the long-standing demand of the people

of Cachar, and it will go a long way to solve the problem of unemployment
of Assam,

? o

Now, .as regards food scarcity, I find in the Governor’s Address
that more orlesss as correct picture has been given. The Government hag
not skipped over the difficulties, but Government has faced it. We
cannot overlook certain factors that in spite of our best efforts, the
increase in production is.not to the desired extent, forso many reasons.
There in no use blaming the Government alone. We also could not
change the orthodox method of cultivation and go in for modern mothod
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ienti iz yi in respect of this
s . bt W Dins e ioer od In
Y arcity, must than . :
it’ggghas: anc{‘ during the consecutive floods, the G?Ivelgxmgnthl:aspfzﬁffl]‘
the situation very boldly. There was unp,—-ccedcnte' Cou 5 "onél‘ o
and immediately before the flood a new Deputy ommlssllow o
iransferred there. The people are somewhat in doub\t‘as to dl s
situation could be faced, but compliments to the officials ,and o En
general public that they faced it boldly. As a result of this in .‘splttlt ;’1.
food scarcity no people died of starvation. I think I will not be (flmlﬁ
justice unless I mention these facts that our officials during that 0.?
had shown exemplary instances that they can come up and rise to the
occasion to meet the challenge of any disaster or any natural ca}aml_tles.
I found the officials going to the remotest Places risking their lives.
L have scen these instances in Cachar. At least in one cas+, I can tel
you that one officer was asked not to cross the river, which was turbul_cn__t,
by the boatmen, because three boats lad alrcady sunk in the morning.
But the reply of the officer was: Let me die but I must go to the
people first. Those examples also are there.

(Vaice ! Hear, ! Hear)

Now, Sir, it has besn found that there is some grumbling for lifting
of control at such a tire. I do not know what is the exact position
of different districts for lifting the control. In all fairness, I must say that
Government had no alternative than to do itat such a time. I say that
15 correctly done. I have said from the experience of Cachar. By doing
it the food situatian in Cachar was eased and I confirm it, Sir.

. Now, Sir, about productiou of food, I find that Government is going to
give all emphasis. T finq from the Governor’s specch that Government
1s fully alive of the fact and the pressing needs of the people had got to
}?e met first. Food ig the basic problem that our people are facing.  We
find from the Governoy’s Address that duriug the Fourth Plan, the
Government ig eXpecting to increase 6 per cent per annum of food pro-
duc_tlon. We. hope the Government machinery and particularly the
Ag-mc.ulture and Food Department will mobilise all its energies to ma-
terialise the target, ang say, Sir, that there will be whole-hearted
co“operation from our side so far asthe growing of food is concerned.

Now, as regards flood, flood is = constant feature jin (Cachar,
Almost_ I cvery consecutive

ear there is flood. OFf course ¥
floods in other par(s of Assa.:y s¢ there are

. n and there are miseries of the veople.
As a ﬁ?od Protection measure, embankments are there.  But erlnbank-
ments df"e temporary measures. In almost all places, in spite of the best
efforts of the Government,- the embankmenis could mnot be completad,
as far as I understand, due These embankments
sulution so far ag flood control is concerned.

: is  what is bein done in
other countries also, g

We are happy to see in the Governor’s Address that we are
Barak Dam. We feel, Sir, that at least the completion of the Barak Dam
will be able to wipe out the distress of people to some extent. I should
like to urge upon the Government to get it done expeditiouly,

In the sphere of education, the progress already made during the

last five years is if not remarkable, I must say, it is considerable, Yet

there is enough Scope for immediate improvement. As in Cachar, the
sites of the L.P. Schoo

Is, the conditions of the houses of the L. P. Schools

having the

\\‘ll
>

e
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are so bad that it attracts the notice of any passerby. I am sure that
Government will divert more funds for imp:ovement of these institutions.
During the last flood, almost all the L.P. Schools in the district of Cachar
were affected badly, but I have learnt that up till now the flood damage
were grant has not reached.

Now, Sir, so far as Cachar is concerned, it has a peculiar geogra-
phical position and as a result of the question of reorganisation of Assam
some amount of misgivings are there in the minds of the people of Gachar
district. As far as I know, the people of my district would like to be in
Assam. I would like to say on the floor of this august House that we
would like to be in Assam and build a prosperous Assam. But due to
the geographically peculiar position, some misgivings have arisen in the
minds of the people that if the reorganisation is cffected what will be
the fate of Cachar. I would like to say, Sir, I am fully alive to the
aspirations of our Hill brothers. We must undeistand their view-points,
but at the same time, I must say that let us not do something that will
jeopardise the inte.rity of Assam, let us not divide Assam, let us not
partition it; let us find out the solution round the table bearing in mind
the basic unity of Assam. I would like to say thatif we exert we will
be able to find a solution, and with these few words I recommend the

motion before this House.

+Shri SAILEN MEDHI (Jalukbari): Mr, Speaker, Sir, in support
of the amendments put forward by my friends in this side of the House
on the motion that has come up from that side, I want to pcint out
that the Governor in his Address has totally failed to mention abhut
some iLinportant burning problems of the State of Assam. In the begin-
ning, to deal with the law and order situation in Assam, the Geovernor
has tried to justify the police firing un the alleged unruly meb of people,
but the Governor failed also to mention that there were some unlawful
hoarding of foodgrains by unscrupulous traders of this State and due to
he failure of the Government policy the people of Assam at laige
specially the student community came forward to recover those hoarded
foodgrains from the traders who kept them in their godown and in that
connection some of the students had to lose their lives due to police
firing. Sir, so far as procurement is concerned, the Governor failed to
mention that the whole procurement policy failed due to fauliy Govern-
naeit policy, and in that connection I would mention the One Mean
Committee which was appointed by the Government to go into the
failure of food procurement done through the Co-operative agency.
The Committee clearly mentioned about the failure of the Government’s
policy, and gave the suggestion that procurement should be made
through the agency of Co-operatives, but in spite of that Government
entrusted the whole thing to the Food Corporation of India. In this
connection | would like to support the feeling expres ed by thc mover
of the motion of thanks though I coosider him to be aparty or group
of people who were solely responsible for the failure of its policy.

Next 1 would like to mernticn something about roads and_ communica-
h categorically mentioned that the

tion in Assam. The Governor in his speec :
Government has appointed some Chief Engineers to look into the problem
of roads and communications specially in the hill areas; but I am sorry
to mention thit the Governor has totally failed to mention the conditions
of Public Works Department roads in the plains districts. 3pecifically
I can mention about one road in my censtituency which has very heavy

*Speech not corrected.
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. . - i via Hajo. It is there-
i d runs from Gauhati to Nalbari via B oy e
I‘ramc.hoi];hléo n;iars and itis still not fit, and the Pu_lflllco‘?loties roadp?;-e
orn:v has done nothing. The pcople living by the Slr-ze children are ip
Ee swallow dust with their meals and the healths of t
great danger.

So far as medical facilities' are concerned, the Governlof J?hhxsdsi‘lpfg?::]:t
has said that medical facilities are being' expanded tho 5th;1t s
dispensarics and hospitals. T am sorry to inform the .]?;:SCtherc is only
constituency where the population ig morc.thal_l a lak ! red ; 'tly
one Primary Health Unit at Sualkuchi which is also not eqmll:;lp o vll'kl
up-to-date equipments and quarters for health p_t:rsonnel. ‘l Wt’)(ln_ll c{ IS0 Il ¢
to mention about the Ayurvedic  College which was csta lSé(-H{n the
year 1948 near Gauhati University. The condition of the bo. ege is
pitiable, most of the buildings of the Ayurvedic Gollcgcr ar¢ being used
by the Assam Medical College, and there is lack o px‘oper sta_ﬂ,
Quarters and. cquipment.. There is also no surety for the  students for
appointment after thejr education. Il would also like to mention that

the Governor has fajl~d L0 mention the actual position about the develop-
ment of medical science in our State.

The Governor has also |

ailed to mention anything ahout the rcha-
bilitation of refugees. In m

Y constituency in the Pandu town there are
thousands of refugees who are either settling in Government Khas lang
or on Railway land, and they are often evicted by the Government o
by the Railway. After eviction again some of them are allowed to settle
without any Proper rehabilitation arrangement and the Guvernmt:nt.has
not been able up till now to rehabilitate them in a proper way ip 5

Planned manncr, The lives of these refugees are very precarious. Some
of the Politica] pa

| riies specially the Congress Party are using them iy
their election and in their other political activities, During the clection,
I am told, these refugees were threatened saying that if they do nep
vote for Gongrcss eviction notices would be served upon them
fmd they would be evicted from the place. Like this the Party in Power
1s always using these People  as  tools for their political purposes and
political ends,

. .The Governor hag mentioned about water supply in urban areas, but
in the rural areas no water supply  has been provided. The Public
Health_hnglllrcrxx1g Depar responsibility of supplying drink-
ing water in the ryra) areas but due tol ack of any policy for main-
tenance of tubewells and  wells run by pumping machines, the watep
supply schc_:r_nq: Is in the records of statistics s actually the people are not
getting facilities of drinking water.

Regarding education, the Governor
facilities are being given in different w
like to mention one instance,
Budram Satradhikar College,
and donations from
recognised tha
dition of our e

has mentioned that educationa)
ays in this country, but
In Sualkuchi itself a College wag started—.
It was started with the MEARLE subscription
the people, but up till now Government has * po¢
Cullege and it is in a pidable condition, This i3 3ihe COn-
ducational system.

With these few words I support the amendment moved by my

friends
from this side,

e R .
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Capt..WlLL!AMSON- A, SANGMA (Bagbmara, Reserved for Sche-
dul(_:d Tribes): Mr. Speaker, Sir, in support of the amendmert
motion moved by my friend Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya anc myself,
I would like to make a few obscrvations. Sir, it was expected that the
Gover_qor — his Address would make full appreciation of the prablems
prevailing in the State and would also indicate clearly as to what broad
policy was being laid down by the Government to tackle those
problems:

Unfortunately, careful study of the Governor's Addiess reveals that
there is no proper appreciation of the problems pravailing in the State,
nor any definite programme has been suggested to tackle the problems
‘?H_‘CCthY and as such, it has got to be regretted that the Governor has
failed to appreciate the burning problems of the State as a whole. Sir, I
should not repeat or elaborate the Goverment’s failure in the various fields
In the recent election people have alrecady given their verdict in this regard.
The people have not voted indepependent candidates who are in opposition
but they have voted against the Congress Government. They have fully
realised that the Congress which was running the Government for last 20

ears had failed to solve the various 1)1'0blerris of the State of Assam as
well as of the country. ‘I herefore, it is not necessary for me to elaborate
_these failures The verdict is there and even today it is there. The very
fact that the Congress strength has heen reduced, gives lesson to the
Congress. There is no use having some analysis over the election results

and try to ﬁngl out this excuse and that excuse of their failure. It has
got to be admitted that people voted against the Congress administration
N=

WhiCh is full oi corruption, short-comings and failure. No way of expla
tion for the failure in the last election will help the= administration. It
must be simply admitted that th-re was a complcie tailure on the
art of Congress rule. In the first instance, there is no appreciation of
various problems, secondly, there was no proper solution of the problems.
Sir, since the time at my disposal is very limited, it will not be possible
for me to deal, in detail with various problems confronting the State of
Assam. As for mysell and nty friends in the Hills, we are convinced that
no amount of ventilation of various problems wihch are being faced by
the hill people will receive proper attention now in the hands
of the present Government. Sir, the Governor has rightly admitted the
slow progress of development in the Hill areas and its attempts t0 make
up . all the back-logs. But I donot scc any sincere attempt 10 make good
this back-log. Sir, the programme has been taken up as a result of the
recommendation of the Centre-State Study Team healed by Mr. Tai‘lok
Singh. But the first year of the plan is going-to be over. Today is the
21st day of March, but up till now I do not sce any change of a‘«.tit:ude on
the part of Government ot their anxiety to cxpedite development 11 the
Hill areas. The Leader of the House himself is the Chairman of the H;ll
Planning Board. Mr. Tarlok Singh who takes keen interest il rapl

development of the Hill areas has the occasion to tell the members of the
are not avanl:a-

Board that there has been complaint that necessary sanctions :
ble for implementation. Schemes are there in the paper- Can things I
paper bring fruits unless and until the money allotted to such schemes 18
released for implementation. How long the Hill people can be iogled in
this way ? We will haveto be advanced like our brothers and sisters 1n
other parts of the country, but we arce neglected. - We know the negligence
on the part of the Governjrncut with rezard toO the development of the hill
areas. Sir, we have heen in Assam administration for last 20 years of

independence, It was e\:pectcd that in free Indja our economic condition
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uld also appreciably progress but instead, it is rgt}hcr [)alanllr()‘lll.tI:"ll(}:’
b that apart frora being improved economically, what.ver li
DaTh. 0 SaZvas there and whatever little means of Ilivelihood was there, .
cconoénymom in tbe Hill areas along the Pakistan border. Unfortunately,
g::-:, nin the Governor’s Address this impor_tant border _p%*o]nlcm has {lot lllJlfé:LSI:
mentioned, neither the Government show any indication to so v? A3
problems. Sir, during the last orange scasom, the orange growers }ac o
sell 100 oranges for eight annas and by bringing them to the market ;)11‘
sale therein they had to pay another_c;glu' annas per 100 as a toll.
Besides, there is expenditure in connection with piuclc_mg‘ and br}nglqg
them to bazars. So, taking all these into account, their income is nil.
They had to pay from their own pockets.

Sir, the roads which were to be built up for transporting border
produce, to the markets in India, had becen taken up long, long before
some 15 years or more than that, but these roads had not been completed.

Ayenger Commission was appointed to study the border problems an.d as a
result, a number of border roads had been recommended. But on this plc‘a .
or on that plea, roads are not being built up. Insuch a circumstance, ‘is
it possible to stand united only speaking from defence and security point
of view ? Will it not therefore, be desirable to bifu;cate Agsam to  allow
the Hill people to have their own administration ? Is it only by having
a big arca under one administration that the security and the integrity
of a country or a particular region can be maintained ? [t js only with
contended people the security and the integrity of a country can be main-
tained. If the people are not contended, if they face problems after -
problems and not a single problemis being solved and instead, problems
arc added, do you think ihe peovle, especially the Hill people living in the
border areas, will be satisfied and contended ? -
These are the things which have got to be realised. There is no use -
saying that from the point of security the administrative integrity should be
maintained. I submit, Sir, while national intergity should be maintain-
ed and there is no necessity from the point of defence and sccurity to main-
tain admin'{strat‘{ve_ integrity. In fact there is neces:ity from the pational-
integrity point of view to bifurcate Assam into two States, it is not going
to break the security., It will help.  Sir, I must say that these problems
have not been fully appreciated by the Government. ‘That is why one .

after another soluti ] - e, Govert mutbar Tndiat
but not a single solution is acceptable to the

Every solution brought forward is being rejected.
was proposed it was stated that it was undemocratic and
The Plan did not aim at complete bifurcation of the
Simply it gave opportunity to the Hjll people to look after ¢
of the Hill areas. Tt has been suggested that if that Pl
mented, it is Dbetter that the Hills are separatcd. The Pataskar Clommission .
which is supposed to be an expert body to work out the details, at the
instance of the Government of Assam reduced, the Nehru Play,

Shri CHATRASING TERON (Minister,

Tribal Aveas and Wel-
fare of Backward Classes): How can the

. . hon. Member say that
the Commission which was appointed by the Government of India reduced

its reccommendations at the instance of the Government of Assam ? I would .
like to have a clarification from the hon. Member, »

unconstitutional.
State of  Assam. -
he administration
an is to be imple-

Mr, SPEAKER: Whether the hon. Member has a
the rccommendation of the Pataskar Commission
instance of the Govenment of Assam P

0y information that
was reduced at the




,pmendr_uents in the final draft of the statement which
immediately afier it was agreed upon. “The Prime Minister and the
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Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA : I can only presume. Form the

various notes there is a clear indication abnut that.
Mr. SPEAKER: Thisis only your presumption.

Cap¢. WILLIAMSON A SANGMA : Though the original plan was
reducc_d it was not acceptable to the Congresss. They wanted further
reduction. From that also I can presume that there was a pressure from
the Government of Assam. In this way one solution after another was
brought forward. If the Government of India was not convinced that there
was nothing wrong in the Assam administration in relation to the hill areas
“.’hY Sllfih a solution should be put forward ? It isa matter for serious con-
sideration.  Sir, thereafter the Government of India appointed a Cabine
Committee to examine the Hills problem and came forward with a Proposa
for a sub-State which we could not agree. Because we were convinced
that any set up which is going to be under the overall superyision of the
State of Assam is not going to work. Therefore, we again led a delegation
and the Government of India came forward with another proposal, the final
PI'OPOS&]-. But it was surprising to me that the State Government did not
War}t to give a clear cut picture to the people. It is evident from the Gover-
nors Address. Sir, it is stated that “recently the Governmet of India
initiated a proposal for bringing about a reorganisation of Assam on the
basis of a federal structure. The details of the scheme are to be worked out
by a Commuittee on which ali concerned interested would be representcd.”
Sir, the statement issued by the Government of India on 13th January, 1967
contains two parts, So far as the rcorganisation of the State of Assam is
concerned, it is finally decided. I have got a copy of the statement. I, as

a leader of the delegation know the details of the statement. We also made
was released

Home Minister have held detailed discussions with the lcaders of the

AGE HAR G . TR

Mr. SPEAKER: Are you reading ?

Capt. WILLTAMSON A. SANGMA : Yes. The Government of India
appreciate the political aspiration of the people of the Hill areas of Assam
and have decided to reorganised the State of Assam.

Mr. SPEAKER: Is it decided or a proposal ?

concaBt- WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA:  So far ns the first part is
geogranf » 1t 18 deqded. In the second part it is said ““bearing 1n mind tllfl(;
of this [1:3 2y and the imperative need of security ax_nd co-ord_matc_ad devgl?{p?ec
leaders etghlon as a whole, the Home Minister discussed with the Ai‘lciler'a tin,@,:
units I l¢ proposal that a federal structure, composed of ; dﬁ' S
T Aving equal status, not subordinate to one another, should p

; asis for reorganisatfon.”

So far as reorganisa-

SPEAKER : You say therc are lwo parts. SN

Ello_a of the State of Assam is concerned, it is decided.
omg so.........there a proposal.

Se far as federal structure is

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA : ( ‘ i
decided. So far as regional

concerned, it is a proposal. Reorganisation 13
federation is concerned, itis a proposal.
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Shri DEBESWAR SHARMA (Titabar): Sir, may I have a
clarification ? =~ A moment ago Capt. Sangma was pleased to say that the
people have mnot been given the iclear position whicl: the Government

ought to have given. May we know what is the clear position from
Capt. Sangma ?

Capt, WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA : I said this because I find in this
regard the statements given by the Leader of the House vary from time to
time. I presume that the Congress and the Leader of the House, as the
head of the Government, arein the know ol things. Therefore, whatever
decision has been made by the Government of India should have been made
known to the people. T had occasions to contact my friends in the wvalley,
they are confused. Different statements are coming at different times and
different pictures are being placed before the people. In this way the
problem is being complicated.  As far as we are concerned, when this pro-
posal for regional federation was placed before us, in view of the peculiar
geographical situation, we agreed to sit in a Committee to examine the
desirability of having a regional federation while all these units would be
under separate administration. Sir. in a democratic set up there are three
wings, executive, legislature and judiciary. Under this scheme, it has been
spelt out that th= hills will have their own separate legislature and council of
Ministers. Except a few essential subjects which may be allocated to the
regional federation, the rest of the State functions would be left to the units
under proposal. Time limit has also been fixed for implementation after this
has been agreed upon, and then decision has been made. We made it very
very clear to the Home Minister that in the past we had bitter experience
in regard to implementation of Government decision. The Government
camme to a decision but they took time to implement. Therefore we said that

there shoul.d be a time limit, At first we suggested three months® time. We
were told since the election was co

L . ming and the new Government could not
effectively function Gl the middle of April, 1t would not be possible to bring
the law for reorganisation of the State of Assam till next June.  Therelore

accounting {rom January, june becomes the 6th month. Therefore it is high
time, if there 13 at all any nccessity, to sit together and see that no more
misunderstanding takes Place so that the reorganisation takes place with the
b!cssplgs from all sides, T say this because I and my pecople are fully
convinced that no amount of ventilation of the various difficulties, of the
various problems obtaining in the Hill areas will have adequate ‘attention
under the present set up.  Sir, as I said in my previous speech with regard to

the development of Hill aress: oven. the. surface had  nov Been. soratchedl
The gentleman from the pig

L nning  Commissi Shri Tar i ‘
toured the different Hill distric e R Tatlok st

ts testified to this fac, Can you, Sir, expect
us to be treated ag

: _second-grade citizens ?  We warnt to live as equal
brothers and sisters. But we ar atso long we remain under

present administvativc Set-up  we shall not be treated as equals,
We should be given OpPortunity to live ip, our own way and look
alter ourselves. As ~ far as _the Regional Federation is concerned
we apprchended that it will not be acceptable to our friends in the Valley
and the Government. We are told by the Government of India that in
case the people of the Valley oppose the same then the re-organisation of
Assam will be on the basis of clean-cut. Sir, it is only a question of time
as to how long we will be here. We are definite that the Government of
India cannot back out from its decision. In the past ] had occasion to share

the responsibility in the administration for some time with a view to solve
our problems. But that opportunity could not continue. Aftey coming out

.
P
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from the administration also I have tried ‘my best to ventilate the griev-
ances of the Hill people but to no fruitful purpose. Therefore, finally we
are convinced that no amount of ventilation, no amount of pressure from
our side would sclve the various problems we are at present confronted with.
Tostrengthen our people, to gencrate in them a feeling of satisfaction, a
feeling of b(:}ng equal is essential. But that docs not seem possible so long
as we remain under the present set up of the administration. Sir, for
example, to-day is the 21st March. Under Art, 275 certain funds are given
to the District Councils to finance their own schemes, As you know, Sir,
the f!nallCi:l] year is up to 3ist March, and yet they have, tiil to-day, not
received asingle pie. If that is so, where is time for execution of those
schemes ? Sir, I cite this instance not with the intention of criticising the
Government, but I want to serve my people, to help them in whatever way
I can. I want to strengthen them because I feel by helping my Hill breth-
ren, I am helping the cause of the country as a whole. Weak \ people can=-
not build up a strong nation; backward people cannot contribute
to strengthen the State. In this conncction let us remember what the |
late Home Minister, Govind Ballav Pant said. He said that the different
races and communities in India are like the links of the same chain. He
says if any link of the chain is weak there is danger for the entire chaim.
So he says that if any race or community remains backward it weakens the
entire nation. It should, cherefore, be realised that if the Hills people
reinain. backward it will not only be a distinct disadvantage
to the Hills people alone but it will be a handicap for the entire
State of Assam and the country as a whole. Unfortunately, Sir, it has not
been appreciated in that way. 1 would, therefore, Sir, through you make
an' appeal to my friends of the Assam Valley not to impede our way. Il
they do not want the link to be maintained through the Regional Federation
which is being proposed, itis up to them. But so far as the question cf
reorganisation of Assam is concerned, it has been alrcady decided. If the
Government and our friends of the Valley desire to maintain the link
through the regional federation, they can see their way to sit in the Com-
mittee with a view (o see as to how it could be maintained and worked.
But as I have already said, as far as the Government of India is concerned
we were definitely assured that even though it is opposed, it will mate-
rialise. Therefore, if for mutual advantage it is desired to maintain soine
sort of a link, it is a matter which can be examined by a Committee which
will, if you agree on that as a matter of a principle, work out as to what
subjects, limited essential subjects, can be allocated to the Regional Federa-
tion. Under this proposal the State subjects under the State List of the
7th' Schedule will be left to the federating units ; only a few limited essential

subjects will be administered jointly through the Regional Federation. We
have made it very very clear about these. Therefore. it is upto the Com-
1 be allocated

mittee to consider what are those essential subjects which cat :
to Regional Federation and that for that mutual benefit. Some SEC‘UOHS
of the people of the State also raise the question of being equalpartiicls
with'the majority. It is argued that the Hill people being minority ca_nno;
be allowed to work as equals with the majority. Sir, since the Regiona

Federation is intended for mutual benefit the question of majority an_d
not at all arise. ‘There are zonal councils

minority at that !level should © . z : Sty

where the question of a minority State, having lesser population sitting
with a majority State having bigger population does not arise. Then why
should it be difficult to sit together i the I}cglor}al Federation as equal
partners and decide matters in respect of certain subjects {or mutual benefit ?
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‘Thank you, Sir, for giving me this. opportunity to clarify this matter.
May I make an appeal thl‘{)u'gh you, Su‘,_ to t‘lgz State Government to come
forward with a clear-cut decision regarding this matter and not waste any
more time. Let us forget that policy of delaying matters. Well, our peo-
ple say that Government of Assam isa TLahe Lahe Government. 1 would
make an appeal through you, Sir, to the Government and to my friends in
Assam to consider whether 1t is not desirable to come to a peaceful solution
and for that purpose whether it is not desirable to meet together and come

to an agreed solution, having known it fully that the re-organisation of
Assam has already been decided upon. Thank you, Sir.

Shri CHATRASING TERON : In course of his specch Captain
Sangma in course of illucidating the proposal of the Government of india
said that re-organisation of' Assam is final and at the same time that all
the Hill Districts will form a single unit. Sir, how does he justify his
saying so ?

Mr. SPEAKER: Thatis a matter of interpretation.

Captain WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA :

I said, Sir, as far as reorganis-
sation of Assam is concerned it has been decide

d.

Mr. SPEAKER : Itis better to leave it to interpreters (o interpret it.

Captain WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA.: As far as I understand
Government of India will never agree for small units or smali States, which
may mean, Tribal States-——one for Khasis, one {or Garos, one for Mizos and
one for Mikirs, in which case there will be no end of it.

Mr. SPEAKER : These are matters of argument. We have a full
statement issued by the Home Ministry and it is for the House to in terpret
in whichever manner they like. -

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTAC

HARYYA (Barbhag):
recuest that copy of the st

[ May I
atement is circulated to the Members ?

4
I~Mr. SPEAKER : Yes, the statcment will he supplied.

*Dr. BHUPEN HAZARIK A

- [Naoboicha (Reserved for Scheduled
Castes)]: Mr. Speaker, Sir, in page 19 of the Governor’s

it is stated, “Through proper implementation  of our programmes,
envisaged in the Annual and  Five Year Plans, jobs of di Horoi
categories will be created. Tt will be necessary to sce that people of this
State have the fullest opportunities to fill these posts”.  This seems to be
a realisation, belated though, about the lack of opportunities of our young-
men in Assam. We talk about students indiscipline but we do not try
to realisc to give an opportunity, howcv_er, constructive they may he, 50 1
really appreciate the Governor for rcalisation, 1110%1gh bf:lajucd, that jobhs
of different categories will be created, what T want is not “will’ hut ‘should’
_be created and the Government should remember that jobs should be
created immediately and not ‘will be created’. Therefore; proper imple-

mentation of the schemes and plans of the Government was entiely
improper throughout the last 20 long years.

speech

*Speech not corrected.
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. Then, I would like to support my hon. Friend, Shri Bishnu Rava,
inone aspect of the things he mentioned in an artistic manner for recog-
nising the cultural aspects of the artists of the State, who steer the men of
the nation but they are :reated as secondrate citizens and they are pitied in
the same manner as  the Coongress Party pitied the peasant voters or Muslims,
genuine Muslims, who although have “played the role for the well being
of Assam but who arc pitied as Muslims, peasants or Hindus and artists
and cultural talents in Assam are treated in the same manner. Now, the
tuling circle who remember that fora P. W. D. bridge over Pagladia
for some repairs the P. W. D. spent Rs. 3 lakhs in pebbles for
a bund for the bridge and perhaps, the department is not aware whether
this money and these pebbles swept down' the river or went to the pock-
cts of somebody, which is not the concern of the welfare Government
when we talk about emotional bridge, we repeat and quote the Prime
Ministers and Ministers of Shillong. Government remember that members
of the broadcasting, film, and television—the latter which we do not have
now in Assam—arc the biggest things of making the socicty. The UNESCO
in the same manner stated that these are the main makers of welfare
society and welfare Government, but, Sir, it is a pity, that in 1958, perhaps,
I came to Shillong and told our hon. Leader of the House about having
a Film Studio in Assam, not for the luxury of it, not for waste of money,
not like Film Studios in Bombay or Calcutta but for a welfare State a
I1lm Studio is almost like a library, a hospital or a university, which is
not to be regarded as a profitable organisation. Sir, hon. Friend, Captain
Sangma has said just now that we want partnership—yes, we want partnership
politically, socially, educationally and culturally, as unless an emotional
bridge is repaired we are going to Dreak the bridge, that is what
is happening all these 20 years and without emotional repairs here and
there, culturally, politically, etc., we are in a broken stage. Now, Naga-
Land is politically and geographically a different entity. Can you ever
repair the emotional breach already created when we are politically or
geographically a different entity ? -

So, wherever we live, wherever we stay we are to see that this emotional
breach is repaired. Leave aside the question of federal plan-somebody
says itis a proposal, somebody says itis a decision. So, itis a matter of
interpretation. Sir, 1t is 10 years since 1958 when the Leader of the House
assured that the construction of the Studio would be completed. 1 can
understand that for the language riot and the Chinese aggression it was
little delayed ; but since 1963 by now the construction of the Studio should
have been completed. I understand that a sum of Rs. 22 lakhs has also
been sanctioned for this purpose. I understand that money was also
sanctioned for maintenance of bad roads, I have seen bad roads in my
constituency where you can go by cycle 14 miles and carry the cycle 5
times. The boys ofthe Lakhimpur College cannot go to the College so
hardly there can be graduates in North Lakhimpur. A pregnant woman
had to be carried 8 miles off the Lakhimpur hospitals. There was a
Muslim person  who is very much respected. This Maulavi is Afazul
Hussain who was once arrested on some crimmal charge. But he was released
Just L ‘fore the election to contest the jelection. I do not understand
why thic same person who was once arrested as criminal was rcleased  to

contest the election. ; ; | »

Sir, we have no respect for the Deuri mother, khasi mother, etc.,
Unless e respect the other’s mother our mothers cannot be respected by
others,
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Sir, I feel that the work which remains incomplete should be com-
pleted within 3 months time. I am told the hon, Chief Minister has
sanctioned a sum of Rs. 11 lakhs. I think 9 months have since p..sss:d,
vet the conversion of forcign money has not been made. 1 think
it should be done within 3 months., As it is a frontier State ther¢ - AR
will be some liberalisation in the import of foreign electrical goods. \}j
think the Government can earn about Rs. 80,000 from the foreign film
and television concerns by producing films. The film Pather Panchali has
earned about Rs. 48,000 for our country. Assam isa beautiful land full 0
Anthropological interest. If good film can Le produced then Government
can earn Rs 80,000. SoI appeal that the Studio will be completed within
3 months time. Thank you,

‘—" Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHOUDHURY (Nalbari-East): M
Speaker, Sir, I rise to speak a few words in support  oi  the motion |
PlacCEI by my friend Shri Biswadev Sarma. The Governor’s Address '
contains almost all the important matters and problems of the State
Our friends are dilating on many of them, They [eel that they shoul€
have been there in the Governor’s Addiess but I feel that almost 2

the important points that have been discussed here are already in t 1S
Address.

Sir, I do not want to speak on all points. I want to make a few
obs-:-rvations. on the feood problem which is a burning problem of our
country. Sir, wherever we go we are faced with this problem . AlL
discussion is around the food problem. The food problem is conncctcd__
with the‘ production. We are aware that our country is in shortfall'o
food grains forA which we are to procure it from abroad under P L480-
Assam has to import other cereals from other States. So in order e
meet our requirements we wiil have to give more emphasis on increast
production. We shall have to create a psychology of production bec? i
use we are_laggmg behind in food preduction. ;['he scheme of'ianca- e
sed production must be formulated by the technical departments.

-

Sir, when we go to the village what we find?
number of cultivators in the field are few. ;
culation they do noi like
only. They feel th.t they
cultivation. So they consid

We find that '
to go to the fi ldWI—'le our boys "pass atilfil‘-”'
_" 0O € lield. e rNX
will be degraded if 1.1-,3 Iike to go to se for

. 0 % '5; ds
er service as the hon, jo}if to the Sel

Sir, here we have heard many criticism: ; 5ﬂ .
policy of the Government. What(—:zfer is tarl?sn aligpo u;; t&e Procq;;‘:if;:zilt:
it is always cyltlclzed. When the procurement was doge he Gover - ol
ment agency 1t was criticized that the procurement n]iY the Goa' 'g;
There was great agitation ard objection. There is SIEJT'IZ:YC W?‘s W "’Gt
tion so how there can be more procurement ? One objegé; tinon‘ pr 0_ tb-ﬁ,
the surplus paddy has _been smuggled to Pakistan. It s 01}1:6
side of Assam. The villagers scll only the surplus paddy keeps tg tI;‘
required amount of paddy_ with them. 'l he paddy ig now Eig'f'd .
Rs.28 or Rs.29. So the villagers sell their paddy at theip sw \L%‘
The Tronnsant degastment, canpnot €0 a:d“ P}“\‘C}_lﬂs‘ﬂ the padiGes : ‘34%3
the same is sold by e ‘\"\‘\'&;‘%\ft‘\s.\ The ,‘*‘\E_ﬂ{_ bl \?bhg.- xmm-".—?;g v ‘S“*, it i
is not possible unless the entire stock 18 taken over by the [y 5297 A
ment which is a Herculean task. '
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i Sir, we have taken up certain land reform work. We are very
happy that the rules under the Consolidation of Holdings Act is laid
here, " The rules and regulations relating to Adhiars are also already

finaliged,

[At this stage the Speaker vacated the Chair and Shri Biswadev
Sarma (Chairman) occupied the Chair].

The Adhiars get sufficient relief in the Adhiars’ Board. But even
then there are many people who do not want to approach the Adhiars
Conciliation Board due to their ignorance, for want of proper knowledge,
a8 to how to get redress. Our Panchayats have been entrusted with
the work of giving wide publicity in this connection. Our Panchayats
have not been able to go much ahead with this work asthe Pancha-
-Yats have some inherentidefects for the removal of which it all depends

Upon the society.

Sir, I want to add a few words regarding irrigation. For stepping
Up food production irrigation plays a very important part. Here in
Assam we have abundance of rain water that accumulates during the
flood time and that creates a havoc and disaster. But dearth of water in
Paddy fields occurs after the floods are over ; for want of long term
Measures we have not been able to use the flood water in the rivers
for the benefit of the people. If some long term measures are taken
Up for utilising ,the flood water for some river valley projects and
] multi-purpose  works then the rivers that create disaster dun’ng the
g flood time may also be minimised.

We are to look very carefully about the measures for supply of
Seeds and fertiliser. These are short term measures taken up for th
denelit of the cultivators, but along with this if the long term measyr .
In the shape of irrigation are not taken, then the measures taken for steppj 5
up food production will not work properly.  So, Sir, there shoulc%) Eg
arrangements for irrigation of cultivable lands. Irrigation is done in
Some of the States through Land Mortgage Banks. But here our Banks
or this purpose are not functioning due to some inherent defects, S
Sir, 1 request the Government to consider the desirability of taki.n up
Some long term measures for increase of food production algp g‘}?
the short term mecasures for supply of seeds and fertilizep agdwn‘
should be done as cxpeditiously as possible. nd this

(At this stage the Speaker took the Chair,)

*Shri HIRALAL PATWARY (Panery): smsiy

TR, o gws AF @z fHE ﬁ@%ﬁﬁﬁwarﬁmaﬁﬁf&g;g
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Sir, I feel thatthe work which rcn'}a,ins1 incomplclc‘ §hunld_ })c .com-_
leted within 3 months time. I am told the hon. Chief Minister has
panctioncci SR ot aR sy 1 1akhs s ek Sthmbks D months have since pusspd,
svet the conversion of foreign money has not been madc.‘ T think
it should be done within 3 months. As it is a frontier State there
"will be some liberalisation in the import of iorcxg;_'l clectrical goods_‘ 1
think the Government can earn about Rs. 8'0‘,000 from the foreign _hhn
and teievision concerns by producing films. The film Pather  Panchali has
earned about Rs. 48,000 for our country. :"'\Ssam isa beautiful land full of
Anthropological interest. If good film can 1)&;11.)1‘0(111(',(_‘.(1 then Government
can earn Rs 80,000. So I appeal that the Studio will be completed within
3 months time. Thank you.

“—" Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHOUDﬂURY (Naibari-East): M.
Speaker, Sir, I risc to specak a few wo;d& in  support of the motion
placed by my friend Shri Biswadev Sarma. The Governcr’s Address
contains almost all the important matters and problems of the State
Our friends are dilating on many of them., They feel thay they should
have been thcre in the Governor’s Addiess but I feel that almost all

the importan: points that have been discussed here are already in the

Address. :

Sir, T do not want to speak on all points. 1 want (o make few
observations on the fcod problemn which is a burning problem oal' our
country. Sir, wherever we go we are faced with thig problem All
discussion is around the food problem. The food problen is ;on-nectcd
with the production. We are aware that our country is ip shorifall of
food grains for which ] '

we are to procure it from abroad under PLA480.
Assam has to import other cereals from other States,

3 . : S0 in order to
meet our requirements we will have to give more emphasis o increased
production. We shall have to create a psychology of prod ‘_mcbc.‘ A
use we are lagging behind in food production. The sche T
sed production must be formuiated by the technical dep;ilgné)ftmcrea,-
nts.

Sir, when we go to the village what we find?

number of cultivators in the ﬁcldgarc few. thnd 011:\{,6 find that th_e
culation they do not like to go to the field. They 131 Oys pass Matri-
only. They feel thut they will be degraded if (hey oo, 0 80 to service

cultivation. So they consider service as the hon, jc;ybgo 10 the elds for

Sir, here we have heard many criticisms aboyt 11
policy of the C_—c?v_crnment. Whatever is taken up by tLe Procyrement
it is always criticized. When the procurement wa e G

i o e S y S doﬂt: b Oover ‘me‘ﬂh
ment agency 1t was criticized that the procurement I‘rﬂ'Y the (@, vern-
There was great agitation and objection. There is Sh-ortlcy asjwroﬂg'
tion so how there can be more procurement ?  Qpeg ob?ge- of pr.oduc‘
the surplus paddy has been smuggled to Pakistan, 7 H]:Ctmn 's - that
side of Assam. The villagers scll only the surplyg 2

: , addy 1 S EoPHt
required amount of paddy with them. ‘lhe paddy Y keep; o the

Rs.28 or Rs.22. So the villagers sell their paddy a¢ ltsheinow 41d _-_1at
The Procurement department cannot go and burchage tht‘:r e WII s
the same is sold by the villagers. Thc_ stock is helq by t{m uS_n e.';t
is not possible unless the entire stock 18 taken oyer by t.i1c e vgl’”ﬁ'
ment which is a Herculean task. €O
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Sir, we have taken up certain land reform work. We are very
happy that the rules under the Consolidation of Holdings Act is laid
here. The rules and regulaiions relating to Adhiars are also already

" finalised,

[At this stage the Speaker vacated the Chair and Shri Biswadev
Sarma (Chairman) occupied the Chair].

‘The Adhiars get sufficient relief in the Adhiars’ Board. But even
then there are many people who do not want to approach the Adhiars
Conciliation Board due to their ignorance, for want of proper knowledge,
as to how to get redress. Our Panchayats have been entrusted with
the work of giving wide publicity in this connection. OQur Panchayats
have not been able to go much ahead with this work asthe Pancha-

.vats have some inherentfdefects for the removal of which it all depends

upon the society.

Sir, I want to add a few words regarding irrigation. For steppil?g
up food production irrigation plays a very important part. Here In
Assam we have abundance of rain water that accumulates during tl_le
flood time and that creates a havoc and disaster. But dearth of water in
paddy fields occurs after the floods are over ; for want of long term
measures we have not been able to use the flood water in the rivers
for the benefit of the people. If some long term measures are taken
up for utilising ,the flood water for some river valley projects and
multi-purpose  works then the rivers that create disaster during the
flood time may also be minimised.

We are to look very carefully about the measures for supply of
seeds and fertiliser. These are short term measures taken up for the
benelit of the cultivators, but along with this if the long term measures
in the shape of irrigation arc not taken, then the measures taken for stepping
up food production will not work properly. So, Sir, there should be
arrangements for irrigation of cultivable lands, Irrigation is done in
some of the States through Land Mortgage Banks. But here our Banks
for this purpose are not functioning due to some inherent defects. So,
Sir, I request the Government to consider the desirability of taking up
some long term measures for increase of food production along with
the short term mecasures for supply of seeds and fertilizer and this
should be done as expeditiously as possible.

(At this stage the Speaker took the Chair.)
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MR. SPEAKER: Order, order. The House stands adjourned till
27th March, 1967 on Monday at 10 a.m.

Mr. Hazarika will continue.
Adjournment

. The Assembly then adjourned til! 10 A, x. on Monday,

March, 1977, the 24¢],

Shillong : N. C. H.-\NDIQUE’

. for Secretary,
The £th October, 1967. Legislative Assembly Asann
J e

STLLONG : PHr1cd- nad. nabi: i ;
: : published Ly tlie Spreial Officer, ip-cliay, ;
Press (Gazette) 83 - 1221 18-10-67, 5° Asam Gayy,

“ ‘.\

=

gy

R s

)



