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Proceedings of the First Session of the Assam Legislative Assembly
assembled afier the Fourth General Elections under
the Sovereign Democratic Republican
Constitutrion of India -

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong at 10 a.-.m-.. lQ;l
Saturday, the 1st April, 1967. =%

PRESENT

Shri Hareswar Goswami, B.A, (Cal.), m.a. (Cantab.), Bai-ﬁstcr-af.‘-la{w,,
Speaker, in the Chair, eleven Ministers, five Ministers of State, two Deputy
Ministers and sixty-three Members. ' ' i

e e

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
STARRED QUESTIONS F T
Re: Constitution of State Development -Board. -

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Charaibahi) _asked:

%13. Will the Minister-in-charge of Planning and Development be
pleased to state— v i

(a) Whether Government proposc¢ to constitute a State Develop-
ment Board to assess the results achieved by the Government
during the last three plans ? :

(b) If so, whether Government proposc to constitute the:
with a non-offcial Chairman ?

(c) If so, when ?

Board

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister) replied:

a State Evaluation Committee with Chief
for evaluation and 'consideration of
f Evaluation and the Government
a Board as suggested by the

~ 13. (a)—There is already
Secretary as Chairman to sclect projects
the reports prepared by the Director ©
do not sec the necessity of constituting
Honourable Member,
~ (b) & (c})—Do not arise.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: May I know from the hon.
Chief Minister whether the present Committee which “has bcer} F?‘{?Hby
Government to make assessment about the achievements of targets ot & e
Plans has become successful ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : Sir, I do not give a gd_eﬁmte
opinion about it right now. It is still to be seen. The prcs]ent _function of
this Committee is selection of projects and schemes for eva };?.tmn, securing
co-ordination and co-operation of various Departments to_facilitate the work
of the evaluation units, consideration of the report of the Director of Evalua-
tion and suggest to Government such action as may be considered necessary
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on the report and recommendations of the Director of Evaluation, periodical
review of progress made in implementation 01_5ugh decision, review the
scope and content of evaluation, review the organisation for evaluation and
suggest modification whenever necessary.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: Sir, is Government aware of
the fact that States like Orissa or U. P. where they have got such a body
as suggested are doing work more successfully than the ofticial units ? If so,
whether Government consider it proper to set up such a body for successful
implementation of the plans and programmes from time to time ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : Sir, there are two things. One
idea was that there should be a Planning Board and that idea was accepted
on Principle, in which it was our idea that non-official Members should also
be associated, and this evaluation also would be a part of the Planning Board.
We on principle decided to constitute the Board but in the meantime

. because of certain uncertainties with regard to the Plan itself we have not yet

constituted the Board. I think the hon. Member’s idea of the Board is like
that of the Planning Board.

__Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : As the hon. Chief Minister has
said, Government has already set up an Evaluation Committee, may I know
whether such a unit has been set up in tke village level also ?

‘Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA: I do not think there is any unit
at the vxlle}ge level, but I am notin a positionto tell the hon. Member
definitely right now. I will have to find it out. But with regard to collection

-nfstatis_licsa I suppose, there are some arrangements. But I cannot give it
in details at the moment.

Re: A Group of Ladies indulging in immoral traffic at Cinnamara,
Jorhat

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Charaibahi) asked :

*14, Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—

(a) Whether Government is aware that a group of Jadies have
been indulging in immoral traffic at Cinnamara, Jorhat
under the nose of the Police and the district administration ?

(b) Whether it is also a fact that the public of that locality
submitted several representations tq the Police and the
district authurity to stop this ?

(c) If so, what actions Government have taken so far in this
regard ?

(d) If not, why ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister) replied :

1. (a) —No.
(b)—No.
. (c) & (d)—There is a house in the locality which had an
_jll-reputation years back. There is however no evidence with Police of any

immoral traflic being carried on in the house now. Still it has been under
‘unobstrusive watch of Police, ' )
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Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: Sir, even upto this date this sort of
things are going on there in that area and so how the Chief-Minister can say

that no such thing is going on there?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA: Isayon the basis ef the report
which is with me. But if the hon. Member’s inlormation is correcl, I will
make further enquiries about it and see toit. 7

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: Sir,in a public meeting which
was held very recently at Cinnamara such a resolution was adopted and
forwarded to the Government. The Police authorities were also there. May
I know from the hon. Chief Minister whether this resolution was reccived by
the Government, and if so, what action has been taken ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA: About the complaint on this
subject, our recordss which have been obtained from the district, do not

speak of any such resolution.

Myr. SPEAKER: The hon. Member wants to know whether Govern=
ment has received any such resclution.

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : According to the repert which
I have got there is no mention of any resoluticn or a complaint.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : May I know whether tl_le
hon. Chief Minister is aware of the fact that even some polics offi ecs are In
unholy alliance with such kind of activities, and if so, will the Chief Minister

please enguire into it ?
Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : Unholy alliance of this naturc,
not to speak of police officers..........-: (laughter). -

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA. : I have already said that many
lodged by the Public with the Police authoritics but

no action has been taken so far cither by the Police or the D.C. There
fore, I request the ‘Chief Minister to make a thorough enquiry about 1t
and place the facts belore the House 1n the next session.

BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : I asure the hon. Member.

complaints have been

Shri
ato Seeds by the Jorhat Anchalik’

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Charaibahi) asked ¢

#15, Will the Minister-in-charge of Panchayats be pleased to state—

(a) Whether itis a fact that 400 maunds of potato seeds were
received through the Agriculture Department by the
Jorhat Anchalik Panchayat in the last year (1966) for

distribution to the cultivators  during the last potato

cultivation season ? Jiw
(b) If so, whether the said seeds have been distributed ?

(c) If not, what happened €0 these sceds ?
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Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Minister of State, Pan-
chayat and Community Development) replied:

7 .15 2 (a)—No.

(b) & (c)=Do not arise.

Sht'i“ DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: I do not know how the Minister
can say ‘No’ in reply to my question. I have got definite information

that 400 maunds of potato seeds were received by the Jorhas Anchalik
Panchayat.

Mr. SPEAKER : After all
file is brought and also certain e
not get the information, we can

» since the question is put, the whole
nquiries are made. If the Minister does
not help anybody.

Shri DULAL. CHANDRA BARUA :

the Minister Says ‘No’, how can we accept the position ? I am a
Member of the Anchalik

] Panchayat and so I know the PO_Sit_iUH-
Therefore, * by gving such a reply he is committing a breach of privilege
of the House.

When we know deifinitely and

Mr. SPEAKER : Ifyou have given any intormation and you know
that the Minister has received the infc

t nformation, you should put that cues-
tion instead of saying that the information is not correct,

Shri GAURI SANKAR BHATTACHARY

YA (Borbhag): The point
is exactly that. Everybod .

Y knows that the Ministers do not have or may

not have any personal knowledge about these matters and they are to
depend on reports. As soon as they get

; notice of ¢juestion, in the usual
course of business they send them to the lower leyel for collecting informa-
tion. Now, what actually happens is this : a Lower Division Assistant
or some such person prepares the answers and sends  them up. Sometimes
it so happens that in sending the answers these people give completely
incorrect data Now if an hon, Member, after giving notice of questions,
makes certain enquiries and comes to have certain information.........

Mr. SPEAKER : That’s what I have g

i d \ aid. If the hon. Member
has got in his possession any information

it should he given.

Shri GAURI SANKAR BHATTACHARYYA : He has that. After
the Minister gives the reply if thc Member is in 2 position to say that the
Minister is giving an incorrect reply and he ig thereby misleading the

House and the country, is it not a question of hreach of privilege of this
House ?

Mr. SPEAKER : The hon. Member is asking g hypothetical ques-
tion. . If certain information is sought for and this ijg not given or evaded
but the hon. Member concerned knows that the hon, Minister is willingly
suppressing that information, which the Member has got in his possession,
whether it will be a breach of privilege ?
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Shri GAURI SANKAR BHATTACHARYYA : Ihave notsaid about
a Minister willingly doing anything. Itmight have been done willingly
or unwillingly by a Minister, It may be that the Minister has been
misled by some ineflicient or unscrupulous officer of the lower rank. Ido
not impute any motive to the Minister. He may have a motive Or may
not have, I do not know. ‘

Mr. SPEAKER : Thercis no dispute about that proposition. Here
the question was, “Whether itisa fact that 400 maunds of potato seeds
were reccived through the Agriculture Department by the Jorhat Anchalik
Panchayat in the last year (1566) for distribution to the cultivators during
the last potato culiivation scason > The answer is, “No™. My contention is
that if the hon. Member has anything to refute that “No® that should
be placed belore the House. '

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : Sir, I am an ex-qfficio member
of the Anchalik Panchayat by virtue of my office. I personally verified this
matter from the Agriculture Department and the Block Development Oflicer.
I was told that 400 maunds of potaloes were still lying there. This, I know,
is the correctinformation. The hon. Ministeris giving us wrong informa-
tion and by doing so, he is misleading the House and the people of this
State. Thisis a clear breach of privilege.

Shri LAKSHMI PRASAD GOSWAMI (Minister, Agriculture,
Panchayat ,etc) : The position appears tobe that the hon. questioner is
himself a member of the Anchalik Panchayat. Now if he has certain
information in his possession it will be welcome. Here the Agriculture
Department is also involved. So, I can assurc the hon. Member that with
his co-operation the whole matter will he enquired into.

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA (Baghmara, Reserved for Sche-
duled Tribes): It appcars from the reply of the hon. Minister, who has said
that the Agriculture Decpartment is i-u-\.-oh'\:d and thc_:rcby answer t0 this
question was prepared without cc:Ilcctmg the necessary 1nfor§nalion [rom the
departments concerned. Sir, it 18 nxpecu-c[ that as the notice o‘fq_uestxogs 18
recéived, the Departments concerned should collect all necessary information.
It appears that in this case this was not dene hefore the replies \.\.-ere.draftcd
because of the fact that the Minister-in-charge says that the Agriculture
Department is involved. Thcytforu,ﬂ the 11}{01‘111;1t1011 given is not correct.
He has promised further enquiry. From all .lIE‘.:SG, 11(.)“, can we take it for
granted that the replies given were based oninformation collected ? The
impression is rather to thc contrary.

Shri MAHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY (Minister, 'Parlia-
mentary Affairs) : Sir, the pointis different. Replies to questions arc
framed on reports received from departments and, accordingly, }hc
Minister-in.charge gives reply on the floor of the House. If on any occasionl
any hon. Member has got l[11”‘&]1*::r'111101‘11121110!1 or a conuad%ct‘ory 1nformat1_on
about any question and he gives it, the Minister’s duty is only to enquire
into the matter and ascertain the correctness of facts.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA : Sir, the question was whether
400 maunds Of‘ potato sceds were l'CCCiVCd lhi'OUgh the Agriculture DCpal‘tO
ment. The reply was that no potato seeds were received through the
Agriculture Department.  Actually the Anchalik Panchayat received some

potato sceds but not through the Agriculture De-artment,
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Mr. SPEAKER : For your future guidance, I may say that you should
MOt take resort to technicalities. 1f you have got any information, you
should give it to the House and not shut it out by technicalities.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA : Sir, the informatjon that

I have got from the Department is that no potato seeds were received
through the Agriculture Department. Let me explain the position, Sir.
he Agriculture Department supplied potato seeds in 1965, but in 1966

the Department discontinued that scheme. Therefore, they did not supply
an

y seeds in 1966 though they did supply in 1965. The Anchalik Pan-
chayat Procured some potato seedsin 1966 from some other sources.

Shri ROTHINDRA NATH SEN (Karimganj-Noxrth) : The que:tion
is whether that

blessed Anchalik Panchayat received 400 maunds of potato
seeds or not.

2 Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA : 400 maunds is not the correct
gure.

They procured about 135 maunds from Shillong and about
150 maunds from the Tinsukia Cold Storage.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : T am sorry the Minister does ot
know about tije procedure for purchasc of sceds.  Whenever the Anchalik
Panchayat wants to purchaes s

7 ceds directly., they are to pwichase with
the advice of the Agriculture Department. May Iknow from the hon.
Minister whether these 150

| maunds of potato seeds were purchased from
Shillong through the Agriculture Department ?

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA : Not through the Agriculture
Department. The ¢

4 Juantity was about 135 maunds which was purchased
directly from the growers in Shillong by the officials of the Jorhat Anchalik
Panchayat. _

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY
Minister whether

(Sonai) : May I ask the
from Shillong ?

the Panchayats are allowed to make purchases direct
Is that the correct position ?

Shri DEVENDRA NAT

H HAZARIKA . Yes, Sir, the Panchayate are
allowed to puich

ase direct from the growers in Shillong.

Shri ROTHINDRA NATH
- cally from what the Minister says
from the hon. Minister w

SEN: A supplementary comes automati-
on this question. May I, therefore, knov}:
hat is the fate of that 150 maunds of potato seeds!

Myr. SPEAKER: Not 150, but 280 maunds, 150 plus 130 maunds.

Shri ROTHINDRA NATH SEN: Whether it is still lying rotten or
actually used?

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA : Sir, the 135 maunds collec-
ted from Shillong have been distributed to Gaon Panchayats, seed farms, etc.
About the 150 maunds that was procured from Tinsukia Cold Storages 4
maunds have been distributed and the remaining quantity is in godowns, an

the matter is being investigated as to why this quantity is so long remaining
in the godowns.

;
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Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA: What was the original reply
to (b) and (c) ?

My. SPEAKER: Replies to (b) and (c) are tails of (a). If(a) goes
whole thing goes.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: Whether the Minister
has information in the file ? He admits that some seeds have been
distributed and some seeds are still there. At the beginning he says some-
thing and at the end something different. Now, he is depending on
technicalities. Is it the way that a Minister should function ? Are we to
assume that the information are in the file, but he is suppressing the facts ?

Mr. SPEAKER : You will be wrong in saying that these things were
suppressed. The question was interpreted by the hon. Minister in a
different way, and therefore, this has happened. The fact that heis giving
the information is clear. No information is suppressed.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: One may have the in-
formation or one may not have the information or may have scope for the
information—we are not concerned with that. We are here concerned
about the information given in the House. We are not here for ‘technicali- -
ties. We are here as representative of ordinary citizens, and the Minister is
expected to reply in a manner intelligible to ordinary citizens and not to
introduce technicalities. Is this the way how a democratic Government

should function ?

Shri BISWADEV SARMAH (Balipara): Mr. Speaker, Sir, this is
Question Hour. How the hon. Member can deliver a speech ?

Myr. SPEAKER: Order! Order!
On this point I have already given my opinion. The Minister should

not rely on technicalities.

Mr. SPEAKER: Now question No.16.
Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : We want a ruling from you, Sir.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order ! Order!

Question No.16. )

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : We will go to question No.26

but before that Sir, We Wanlieea oosensosueeees
(Interruption from Opposition Benches). ‘
Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Titabar): Will the hon. Speaker be
pleased to passon to question No.17 ? You have twice called the question

.16.
e Mr. SPEAKER : Question No.l17.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : Question No.I6.

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH: No, you cannot call question No.l6

now. ’ \
Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : All right, question No.17.

This is a bureaucratic mentality.
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Re: Utilisation of Granis
Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Charaibahi) asked :
#17. Will the Minister-in-charge of Panchayats be pleased to statc—

(a) Whether it isa fact that the Examiner of Local Accounts
lately reported to Government that he could not generally
check up the proper utilisation of the grants given to
various Panchayats as most of the Panchayats did not
maintain accounts of such grants and as the relevant
sanctions were not made available to him and  keeping
account of grants-in-aid by the Municipal Boards and
other Institutions was rarely maintained and without this
register his auditors were not in a position to wverify
the drawals and utilisation of various grants ?

(b) Ifso, what steps Government have taken to stop further
issuc of grants to these Bodies and Institutions ang to
realise the unaccounted money from these Institutiong ?

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Minister of Staqq
Panchayat and Community Development) replied : 4

17. (a)—The Examiner of Tocal Accounts reported to Accountant

General, Assam and Nagaland that the accounts in respect of Government
rants sanctioned to Panchayats could not be checked by him  because
roper accounts were not maintained and th_at copies of the relevant
sanctions of grants-in-aid were not made available,

Examiner of Ioca] Accounts’ report wag published in the
Audit Reports of 1964 and 1955,

On a _rf;fcrence made by Government, the FExaminer of
1 Accounts clarified that utilisation of grants werg checked in audit

the basis of enfries in the Cash Book and other pelevant records,

on -os of sanctioning lctters were received by him regarding grantg
‘igop: Community Development budget from 1964-65 budgEt,
ron

b)—Government have taken steps to see that accounts gpe
- atained properly. The question of stopping grants does not arjge,
al?ert’ is any other financial irregularity disclosed in audit Governmeny
AT -essary action.
.11 take NEC
will t

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : May I know

Minister for Panchayats whether it is a fact th

gtate Accounts sent 3 strong notes in the years 1965,

Local ently in 1967, and if so whether

eryi I;qgct;cuggf:stions given on thosc notices ?
he §

Shi DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA :

from the hon.
at the Examiner of
1966 and also one
Government hag taken any action

ont
! Government have taken
r on the notices of the Examiner of Loca] Accounts. We haye
action ted the department to issue sanctioning orders of grant-in-aid to the
jnstru’ er of TLocal Apco_unm direct from here, and in fact, the department
E"aﬁ‘lng all the sanctioning order to the Examiner of Lacal Accounts direct
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Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : e wantthe date;
Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA : On 19th October, 1965,

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : May we know whether the
Public Accounts Clommiitee also made certain recommendations to this
eflect, and if so, whether Government has taken any action on those recom-

mendations ?

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA : Government has taken

action on all these recommendations.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: In the recent recommendations
Public Accounts Committee issued certain directions for maintenance of
accounts in respect of grants-in-aid sanctions to the different local bodies. If
so, what action thereon has been taken for implementation of those recom-

mendations?

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA: Due consideration is being

given to all these recommendations.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: Whetherit isa fact that many
irregularities were found by the Examiner of Local Accounts in respect of
maintenance of accounts by the Anchalik Panchayats and Mohkuma

Parishads, and if so, what is the number of such cases?

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA: Some anomalies were
reported in respect of Anchalik Panchayats and Gaon Panchayats but neons
in respect of Mohkuma Parishads.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: Whetheritis a fact that clear
instructions were issued by Examiner of Local Accounts in respect of
maintnining Cash Books and in spite of that whether it is a fact these instruc-
tions have not been followed in maintaining accounts by the Anchalik

Panchayats and Gaon Panchayats ?
Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIK:A: If any instance is brought
to the Government, the matter will be logked into. A

WILLIAMSON A, SANGMA [Baghmara (Reserved for
"The hon. Minister has stated that some anomalics

s of these Anchalik Panchayats ?

Capt.
Scheduled Tribes)]:
were reported, may I know the name

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA : Sir, T have got some in-
formation. These anomalies relate to the years 1960, 1962 and 1963 in respect

of 19 Anchalik Panchayats, and their names arc as follows -

Mandia Anchalik Panchayat in Barpeta Subdivision.
Kathiatali Anchalik Panchayat in Nowgong Subdivision. .
Boko Bongaon Anchalik Panchayat in Gauhati' Subdivision.
Dhekkajuly Anchalik Panchayat i.ﬂ Tezpur Subdivision.
Udherbond Anchalik Panchayat in Silchar Subdivision.
Rupahi Anchalik Panchayat in Nowgong Subdivision,
Kakapathar Anchalik Panchayat Dibrugarh Subdivision,

=3 S L s 0D b =

@
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Salchapra Anchalik Panchayat in Silchar Subdivision.
Jalah Anchalik Panchayat in Barpeta Subdivision.
10. Bangog Barbhag Anchalik Panchayat in Gauhati Subdivision.
- - Sipajhar Anchalik Panchayat in Mangaldoi Subdivision.
12. Rast Jorhat Anchalik Panchayat in Jorhat Subdivision.
Chenga Anchalik Panchayat in Rarpeta Subdivision.
14. Barpeta Anchalik Panchayat in Barpeta Subdivision.
. 15. Lawkhowa Anchalik Panchayat in Nowgong Subdivision.
16. Dudnoi Anchalik Panchayat in Goalpara Subdivision.
17. Amguri Titabar Anchalik Panchavat in Jorhat Subdivision.
18. Katigarah Anchalik Panchayat in Silchar Subdivision.
19. Sibsagar Anchalik Panchayat in Sibsagar Subdivision.

Re: Election Office
Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Charaibahi) asked:
- *18. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—
(a) Whether the Election office h

C as bcen made permanent and, if
so, since when ?
(b) If not, why ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister) replied:

18. (a)—Yes, since Ist April 1953,
. (b)—Does not arise.

Re:

Overtime Allowances for incumbents working in Election Offices
" $hri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Charaibahi) asked :
x19, Will the Chief Minister he pieased to state—

(@) Whether the incumbents working in the Election offices are
entitled to overtime allowance for doing overtime work
during the last General Llections ? :

(b) If the reply is in the negative, whether Government will con.
sider the casés on merit to give some remuneration by way of
incentive to the employees of the Election offices for theip
overtime work ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister) replied ;
YL (a)—NNO.

(b)—The question of grant of some remutietation in the shape of

honporarium for the arduous nature of work done in Connection with the lagt

General Elections is under consideration of Government,
x

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: May I know from the
Chief Minister when this would be finalised ?

hOna
Shri BIMALA PRASAD

CHALIHA: Ihope as soon as this Session
js over We should be able to do jt ;

*
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SHORT NOTICE QUESTIONS

Attacks of Hatimura and Chowaguri Chapar villages in
Nowgong

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Barbhag))
1

Shri M.A. MUSAWWIR CHOUDHURY (Rupohihat) |
i asked :

Shri ATUL CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Koliabor)

L E

Shri MATLEBUDDIN (Mangaldai) ; J

%1, Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that a large number of armed pcoplc had
attacked the villages of Hatimura and Chowaguri Chapar,
Nowgong, while they were performing their religious rites.

of Id-Uz-Zuha by performing kurbani on 22nd March

1967 ?

also burned houses, looted proper-

(b) Whether the said gang has
f the villages ? -

ties and outraged the modesty of women o

(c) What steps bave been takwn Dby the Government against ‘the™
law-breakers and for ensuring the security of the lives and
properties of the villagers ?

) Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister) replied:

there was such an incident at Hatimura under Kaliabor .

1, (a)---Yes,
d March 1967.

police station ont 22n

(b)—Reports reveal that two thatched huts Dbelonging fto 2
villager were burnt and the womenfolk of am?thur house were dragged. out
and assanlted during the incident. There 1s however no report of any

looting. 2 ,
A ¢ under sections 147/448/325/436, I. P. C. and

the other under sections 147 /448 /354, I. P. C.,, were registered at Kaliabor:

252 “eation. | Offcer in-charge of the Police Station rushed to the place
police statl Headquarters and  Circle Inspector (East)

i nmediately. Deputy S. P, r ‘ _
KII::irgong visited I:he place the following day.  Superintendent of Police
and D. C., Nowgong also visited the plaze. A peace committec Wwas
‘ i llowed to have any repercussion. -

formed and the incident wa3 nObga i
Thirty persons were arrested in connection with these cases.

of the opposite
gistered bat no a

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Sonai): Has the Chiel
| Minister received a telegram from the Swa‘antra Party at Nowgong, in
i which it has been stated inter-alia that properties were lootcdﬁaﬁr;d raping- .

of women ?

(c)—Two cases, on

On tke report party another case under sections
rrest was made in that case.

147/324, 1. P. G, was 1€
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Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister): Yes, Sir,
I have received that Atclegram, but from the Police reports I hz}ve received
there is no report of raping but there are reports of women being dra geed
out of their homes. : '

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Charaibahi): Afler receiving
this telegram from Swatantra Party from Nowgong, may I know whether
the Chief Minister made further enquiries in respect of raping ?

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: And looting?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : No further enquiry is necessary
because these cases have heen instituted  and whatever was found on
local investigation that would certainly be taken up.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: So far as the reports
sent to C{o\fgrgx_.p.t_mt-—thg Chief Minister informed that there has been no

case  of ‘looting and raping of women but that it was to the extent of
dragging Women from their homes. Now, the telegram  from Swatantry
Party at’ Nowgong had given further information that it was not only ,
question of dragging but it was a question of raping, Dragging and raping
are not surely the same, and furthermore there Was N0 mention of thig
in the report—of raping and there was no report of looting, This statement
that there was raping and" looting has heen categorically” made by  thig
responsible “Swatantra Party. Tnview of these may [ know whethay
there were further enquiries for these very serious allegations and countep
to- the réports by the lccal Police ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : The whole case s undey
investigation and whatever information I have received is given (o the
House. - So far as the telegram 1S concerned certainly it will be referred
to the proper authority in the distriet for necessary investigation. Apart
from. this telegram, Fhosc who know_ about this case—the local Swatantrg
Pax't‘Y and OtherS";" will IIElp the POI!CC. 3 .

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHAR:YYA:‘ The allegationsg are
ver"sériousg offences ' like 1gotmg, moiest'atwn of women, 11!:3 r?lj)i11g,
bﬁt}'thc sections of the I.P.C. under which ihe Police registered ¢fy,
ca;cs are not meant for such serious ;zllsgatlons‘ but'for lighter things and
that is why the telegram was sent al}d 1herelgr_e, it was expe_ctﬁd that
Chief Minister should sec that further enquiries are  made into these
allegations.

Mr. SPEAKER : That has been assured by the Chief Ministep,

Captain WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA [Baghmara (Reserved o,
Schaduled " Tribes)]: May I know-whethfgr the repl"}r given by
Chief Minister was on the reports received prior the receipt of the telegr
referred to by Shri Haque Choudhury ?

the
am

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALILIA : _So far as the telegram i .
concerned it was sent immediately after the incident and these information
canié later.

(;ap;ain_'WILLFAMSON A. SANGMA : Whether the telegram hag
beei sent for enquiry ?
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Mr. SPEAKER : The Chief Minister has stated that that would be
referred to the local authority,

Shri ATUL CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kaliabor): Tmi
TR foree ThET U2 IFE Teis FReE eREieT Gt «iT fofe frfes
qiF S copy 9Bl TE TATIERA “5tEfErm, cerdre G2 copy (51 AIRCRA ¢

1
S

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : i@ =g |

Shri ATUL CHANDRA GOSWAMI: (s8=e
wadiEe foratel weaw w6ty gifn <@ O W gae R 8 Sy g,
ST P 5IFNT TEn =TI G 2

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA: froea «ifREls I
TEEAEN T 2 GlE graieT gaae a5 @ih 29

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : Mr. Specaker, Sir, the
Swatantra Party in its telegram to me in this connection sought my inter-
vention on the allegations that the Muslim minority had been under fear,
may I, therefore, request the Chief Minister to take special steps in this
matter ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA: Sir, I do not know what
the hon. Member means by special steps. It is the duty of the district
authority to protect all sections of the population but if they cannot do it
it is lapse on their part.

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: Sir, what I meanis
this : the telegram was dated 30th March. This shows that even upto 30th
March there was the element of fear. That is why the question cf special

step arises.

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : As I replied, Sir, the district
authorities have taken up the matier and the Police made the investigation.

They have alsoflormed peace committee. The situation is now under
control.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: Sir, are we to
understand that instead of Police hardling the matter the peace committec
had to be formed? This is no longer an individual case or only a cases
of few pcople. This has taken a wider range and assumed a communal
character. Therefore, it has become necessary for the authorities to tackle
this matter not only asa simple law and order SItuaﬂ_on, rather it should
be viewed in its proper perspective so that communalism cannot develop,
and may not intensily.

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : I wonder what the hon.
Member means by simple law and order problem. The question of this
nature-particularly on cow slaughter and such things had happened. We do

law and order problem rather we have

not treat such situation as merely
taken proper action on such problems. I can assure the Member that
proper action is being taken. With regard to the allegations. of looting

and raping, these were enquired into but so far the same could not be
substantiated. Further enquiries are being made.,
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Decision of Assam Aided High and Higher Secon;t,iary Schools
Association to observe “No work day

Shri ATUL CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kaliabor) asked:
*#2. Whether the Government is aware of the—

(a) Decision taken by the Working Committee of All-Assam
Aided High and Higher Secondary Schools Association on
21st March, 1967 that 3rd May, 1967 will be observed as
‘no work day’ ?

(b) If so, whether Government have taken any action to fulfil

the demands of the teachers and, if so, what are the
actions taken?

(c) What are the decisions of the Government in respect of the
ditferent demands of the said association, i e., fixation of
pay of different categories of teachers, amendment of the
teachers conduct rules, and to treat them at par with the
teachers of the Government Schools ?

Shri JOY BHADRA HAGJER (Minister, Education) replied .

: 2. (a)—Government have not yet received any such communicatjop
from the Working Committee of tfle: All-Assam Aided High and Higher
Secondary School Teachers’ Association. Buta report has come out in
the newspaper to this effect.

(b)& (c)—The demands have been examined by Government and
certain decisions have been taken on some of the items, and others are
under consideration. Government decisions are as follow—

(i) Selection grade scale for senior under-gradufttes teachep__
Senior under-graduate t_cachers were given a special
scale of Rs.100—250 prior to pay revision of 1964,
These were teachers who had completed 3 15 years se
prior to 1959. This was not the sclection grade,
pay scales of graduate and ur}der-graduatc teachers jy,
both Government and Aided High Schools are the Same
in 1964 pay revision. These cases were not covered b,
the Pay Committee’s recommen.datlon, 1964 and theip
cases are being taken up as oOmitted posts.

['Vi(:c

The

(ii) Craft teachers—The question of prescribing a scale
Craft teachers has been taken  up with Finance
ment as omitted posts.

(iii) The case of teachers of Agriculturein Aided High
will be covered as per decision on Craft teachers

to the
Depart-

Schools

(iv) Hindi teachers with Parangada:—ﬂ} proposal to give the senior
scale of Rs.200--500, to Hindi teachers with Parangada \
or its equivalents qualifications, teaching Hindi in Second
ary Schools from Class VII upwards has been taken up
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(v) Under-Matric teachers—There is no provision for Under-
Matric teachers in Secondary Schools and as such there
cannot be any scale for under-Matric teachers working 1n
Secondary Schools except what is prescribed for untrained

under-Matric teachers in Elementary Schools which is
Rs.85—135.

(vi) Third Class Master Degree holders—The Third Class
Master Degree holders teaching elective subjects have
not heen given the scale of Rs.300—800 even in Govern-
ment Higher Secondary Schools. A proposal to give
that scale to those of them who were appointed prior to
1964 is under examination of Government.

(vii) Classical teachers—The question of giving graduate scale
of Rs.200—500 instcad of the junior scale of Rs.140—275
to the Classical teachers of Aided High School teaching
in Class VII upwards is under consideration.

(viii) Vice-Principals of Higher Secondary Schools—Vice-
Principals who are not 2nd Class Master Degree holders
have been given the scale of Rs.250—700 in the Govern-
ment Higher Secondary Schools. The special pay in pre-
revision scale has been merged. Extension of this scale to

g their counterparts in Aided Higher Secondary Schools
is being taken up.

(ix) Women Senior Matriculate teachers—It is presumed that
Women Senior Matriculate teachers mean Women Matri-
late Senior trained teachers. The question ol giving them
the scale prescribed for Matric Normal teachers, i.e.,
Rs.140—275 is being taken up, ‘They are now getting a
scale of Rs.125—200. %! :

(x) Assamese and Manipuri language teachers—The question
of such teachersin Bengali-speaking area is being exa-

mined,

xi) Science trained including other Higher Secondary teachers
teaching elective subjects—One advance increment Bas
been acreed to for such tcach.ers of Government Schools.
Extension of the benefits to Aided School teachers will be

* taken up.-

(xii) Un-selected l-Ieadmasters—*Retention of un-selected Head-

masters and Assistant Headmasters cannot be agreed to.

(xiii) Senior Matriculate teachers appointed before 15th February

1961—Pay fixation of Matriculate teachers appointsd

prior to 15th February 1961 in excess of the sanctioned

strength has not been made as yet. Such teachers cannot

be retained for long as they will have to be replaced by
suitably qualified teachers.
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xiv) Confirmation of qualified teachers—Teachers teaching
elective subjects in Higher Secondary Schools and also
teachers of High Schools cannot be made as long as the
posts are tempeorary.  Such posts will be made permanent
after normalisation of the scheme taken up under 3rd
Five-Year Plan. Confirmation will be made according
to rules.

(xv) New Rule 6 of the Amended Agsam Aided High and
Higher Secondary Schools Employees Rules, 1965 debar-
ring teachers from seeking election to legislative bodies
local bodies or from holding office of any political‘
organisation has bcen made by Government afier due
consideration and in the best interest of public service,

(xvi) The ad-hoc D. A, of Rs.10 to the employees drawing pay
up to Rs.250 p.m. was given to Government servants
only but extension of the benefit to non-Governmant
employees has not yet been taken up.

(xvii) Retirement benefit including short-term benefit—T},
matter is under examination.

(xviii) Winter Allou{ance_ to tht; Aid(_:cl .Scho-ol t;cacl_acrs .in Uniteq
Khasi-Jaintia Hills—Financial implication is being worked
out for necessary examination.

Government proposes to hold a discussion with the represen-
tatives of_thc Association at an carly date to thrash out
the pending matters.

(Starred QDuestion No.2 was put by the hoa, Membey in Asmaunmr_ng,;ca
as follows)

Shri ATUL CHANDRA GOSWAMI: Sy fimigg

(¥) @ > 7Wes wificd walzitis 3= T G ARG g
Ife Soood 2R Firew I IET FFEET TR g,
9 @ elfqed e FAe T e T {afs figyy
ﬁm?ﬁﬁa?acamﬁmmﬁmmmﬁqum -

(4) Ffecz o A o AR wWREET T e v
A3 @ BRI R TET G 2 AT i |, ooy
SIE I IR

(o) T& MR T wt 2R 9 Gy AhmT frre s
@ed fratd, fres T8 Aivad [fds aotm @
e GIFat A [T TTUd OE el B wif)
TS 5ITRA Pl 5 ¢

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA ¢ (Charaibahi): Sir, may I
know from the hon. Minister whether this decision has been communicated

to the Aided High Schoo] Teachers’ Association ?

—

V-



B ————E | S —

1967] QUESTIONS 857

Shri JOY BHADRA HAGJER : Sir, this decision has not been
communicated, but the Association knows many of the decision taken by
the Government.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : Sir, when this House = can
€xpect final decision on this vital issue ?

Shri YOY BHADRA HAGJER : Sir, Government proposcs to meet
the representatives of the Association. After I meet them and hear them

& final decision will be taken.

_ Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : When the Government is
going to meet them, Sir, whether any communication has been sent to
this effect.

Shri JOY BHADRA HAGJER: I say, Sir, at a very carly date.
Shri BHUBANESWAR BARMAN (Patacharkuchi):
dH08 BT TgTeE (e fTERT TR AITS 2e0  bFECE - T BT

TER Y0 ey Ad-hoc allowance frar fuhl fraty wffed C1=CS
Aided School 7 firss 7wacwl S0 b= fralk Frals Rkieo ?

Mr. SPEAKER: It has been already replied under item No.(xvi).

Al T3 >e www  Item © 2fee=d? g |

Shri JOY BHADRA HAGJER: Sir, the reply is already there.

Shri BHUBANESWAR BARMAN: @pasia EANiCEIBE]
TSI Taie AT BAes 29T ?

My, SPEAKER: The question of extension of benefit to non-
Government employees has not yet been taken up.

Shri BHUBANESWAR BARMAN : 0§ sfcatiz  f&eets”
TS frre e FdsTs Boid FRcd IS frm 2w | et ¢ I
<iT zifia @2 SEekE Fiacd B A A | crEfary griw  5IFa
¥ Prare sk ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : winiw St aiets
CiEThivas Wi | FrdpTe 869 moh 7oA 5 oW A | frpe seREiw
Rirtbi | o o5 pelE Tl (g (@ P9 (bR [edg A |
stfsrr Frm ateaifesr A= wteR aifes @i | fifEns sleiifoe <ifsT ity
CREaE Fae T4F12 SiF |

Myr. SPEAKER : Whether Rule 6 has gotany legal basis ?

Shri JOY BHADRA HAGJER : St _the  legal basis is that
PeOPIc in the teaching profeSSiou should not indulge in politics,
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

Rey Cost of Claims Commissioner under the Motor Vehicle
Act

Shri JAGANNATH SINHA (Udharbund) asked :

11. Will the Minister in-charge of State Transport be pleased to state—

(a) Whether the post of the Cla
Motor Vehicles Act for
vacant ? '

(b) If so, since when this post is vacant and what are the reasons ?

ims Commissioner under the
the District of Cachar is lying

(c) If the reply to sub-question (a)

le o d is in the affirmative, the
minmmum period within which th

e post will be filled up ?

Shri PRABIN KUMAR CHOUDHURY
Transpert) replied :

(Minister of State,

11. (a)—There is no Clajms Commissioner
Act. The post is known as Member, Motor
The post is lying vacant at presert.

under the Motor Vehicles
Accidents Claims Tribunal.

(b)—Since 21st July, 1965.
to the fact that the Government wer
qualifications and experience,

The delay in filling up the post is due

(e)—Action is being taken to fill up the POst as soon as possible,

Re: Po‘pmgaon-])awkanagar E. & D.
Subdivision

Shri UTTAM CHANDRA BRAHMA [Sidli (Reserved for Scheduled
Tribes)| asked:

Scheme in Kokrajhar

12. Will the Minister, Revenue be pleased to state-—

- (a) Whether lands had becn acquired for executing Popragaorie

Dawkanagar E. & D. Scheme within Kokrajhar Subdivision
in 1959 ?

{b) If so, whether the compensation for the land g

equired has been
paid to the people ?

(c) If not, when the compensation will be pajd ?

shi MAHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY (Minister, Revenu e)
replied :
12. (a)—The land was requisitioned in 1965, not acquired in 1959.
(b)-—Not yet paid.

(e)—Compensation will ke paid after publication of the 4

() cquisition
Notification in the Gazette which has already gone to Press,

e looking for a person with recuisite -

L%

\3
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Re: Meeting for the improvement of Police and General
Administration

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Charaibahi) asked:

v

13. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that in the last meeting of offiicials and non-
officials, held in Shillong certain recommendations for the
improvement of Police and general administration and also
to create better relation between police and the public were
made ?

(b) If so, how far the said recommendations have been implemen-
ted by the Government ? :

. (c) If not, why ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister) replied:

. 13. (a)—-Yes.
(b)—A public relations cell has been recently sanctioned for the

Police Department which will undertake pullicity measures and contact
public for improvement of Police-Public relations.  The senior Police
Officers met in a conference in November 1966 to discuss measures for dis-
persal of unlawful assemblies and riotous crowds with minimum use of forced
Police vehicles are being provided with protective wire netting and a protec-
tive garment has been designed for use of Police personnel engaged in dis--
persal of unlawful assemblies to enable them to stand up to brickbatting and
stone throwing by riotous crowds with a view to reduce the number o
incidents in which firing has to be resorted to. The- bulk manufacture of

[, protective garments and cane shields will be t:ken up shortly. Steps have
ok also been taken up to provide suitable stail in Police Training College and
for establishment of Detective Training School and Forensic Science Lahora-

tory for improvement of standards of training and detection of crime. The
questions of tighten_mg up qi Police discipline and modernisation of Police
force through provision of increased number of vehicles, wireless equip-
ments, tcle})hqncs, cameras, etc., are bcing examined and gradua_“y implc.
mented. Action has been taken for publicatior. of essential parts of Assam
Police Manual. Proposals for improvement of hosing facilities and other
amenities for Police personnel are under active consideration. On account
of the economy cut, however, the Police hcousing construction programme
has suffered a slight set back.

(c)—Does not arise.

Re: Financial assistance to religious institutions
Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Charaibahi) asked :

14, Will the Minister, Finance be pleased to state-—

(a) Whether Government was pleased to call for applications from
the religious institutions before the 4th General Election for
awarding financial assistance ?

(b) Ifso, whether thesaid grant has heen distributed ?

(c) What was the respective shares reccived by each Subdivisions

4 and districts ? (Please [urnish the names of the institution
' receiving such grants). : _

-y
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Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister, Finance)
replied :

14. (a)—VYes. Thelast date fixed for submission of applications was %
on or before 31st October, 1966 and not before the 4th Gencral Election. i
.-

(b)—Yes.

(c)—A statement is placed at Library table,

Re: Utilisation of Grants-in-aid by the Udarband Anchalil:
Panchayat and Development Block

Shri JAGANNATH SINHA (Udharbund) asked :
15. Will the Minister of Panchayat be pleased to state—

(a) Whether itisa fact that a Jarge sum of money received
from time to time from the Government as grants-in-aid
by the Udarband Anchalik Panchayat and Development
Block is lying in bank unutilised ; if so the reasons
thereof ?

(b) Whether it is a fact that the decisions taken by the Anchalik
Panchavat hy resolutions allocating sums on different
heads from timely utilisation were not carried out by the
Executive Officers of Udarband for Development Block ?

(c) Whether itis afact that thisoffice has for a long time been & |
: and isstll being run by officers below the rank of Block A
Development Officer ?

(d) Whether it is a fac_t that some advyerse reports and  objections
have been submitted by the Accountant General Staff on
audit against Udarband Development Block Office ?  If 50,
what steps have so far becn taken from the Government
to rectify the lapses ?

(e) Whetker it is a fact _that grants made to Udarband Anchalik
Panchayat by Advisory Committee of Mahkuma Parishad
since 1963 still remain unutilised for non-submission of
scheme for which reminders were given by the Deputy
Commissioner, Cachar ?

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Minister of State, Pancha.

yat and C. D.) replied:
_Yes. Out of grants rcceived by the Udarband Anchalik
.15. (a) ggevelopmcnt Block, Rs.1 lakh has been kept in fixed
Panc}?ayat anRs 95 000 in saving bank account. The reasons for nonw
oat andf 1'a-nt5’are that the public contributions as required were not :
e omng 7 time and also because cement which is required for %

- g 1 n . . . .
io;tk;cogg(‘;ﬁ' :vorks is mot available in required quantities,
2 cons Tl
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(b)—Tt is not a fact. Execcution of different works have been
entrusted to executive agencics, 2iz., Gaon Panchayat which have not yet
completed their works. Hence the full amount sanctioned against
different projects could not be utilised.

(c)—The post of Block Development Officer is lying vacant since
21st December, 1966 as the officer had to be released urgently for

appointmeant as Election Officer, The post is held by the Lady Social
Eduacation Officer of the Block.

(d)—The Audit Report discloses that replies to previous Audit
Report were outstanding and that some records were not available to the
Audit party. The latest Audit Report was recewved by the Block Develop-
ment Officer on 25th November, 1965 and replies are undsr preparation.
One senior accountant was deputed from the headquarters to reconstruct
the Panchavat accounts and to assist the Block Development Officer for
the same purpose. On receipt of replies from the Block Development
Officer to the Audit Report, further action will be considered by
Government.

(e)—The schemes were submitted by the Block Development
Officer to the Silchar Mahkuma Parishad on 24th March 1966 and these
schemes were approved by the Deputy Commissioner on 10th May 1966
regarding Rural Water Supply. Out of these schemes only 2 water
tanks arc under construction in two Gaon Panchayats, 2iz., Udarband
Gaon Panchayats and Latizram Gaon Panchayat. But rting wells have
not been constructed due to non-selection of sites by the Gaon Panchayats
concerned - and - non-availability of cement.

Adjournment Motion—Closure of Five Tea Gardens in Cachar
District

Mr. SPEAKER :I have rcceived notice on an Adjournment Motion
filed by Sarvashri Dulal Chandra Barua and Szilen Medhi. About the
admissibility of it if they want to say znything they can do so.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Charaibaki) : Mr. Speaker,
Sir, the matter that we want to discuss through an  Adjournment
Motion fTulfils all the conditions of Rule 56 becauseitis a definite matter,
matter of urgent public importance ard of recent occurrence. Sir, we have
received communication today that certain five tea gardensin the district
of Cachar have been declared lock-out by the management which has
made nearly 5,000 labourers jobless. Sir, at Fth_e same tme it 2lso involveg
the question of law and order. 1t isa definite matter covered by Rule
56. It is also free from all the restrictions imposed by Rule 57. 1t

ijs a matter of urgent nature and specific in character. Therefore, Sir

iy b

! ! ! ; cussed

through an Adjournment Motion by considering its extra-ordinary
nature.

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister, Labour) X
Mr. Speaker, Sir, here is a joinder of five cases of closures. Five gardeng
are supposed to have been closed. The Rule says that it should discuss »
definitc matter of public importance. These five gardens are situated iy,
different places. They have been closed on different dates, It is not
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merely a question of lock-out, hut I understand itis a matter of closure,
Some have closed for fiinancial difficulties and some for some other reasons.
It is not a matter that one garden has been closed, secondly, closure of
garden and industrial units is not a new phenomenon. All the time
throughout the country some industrial units are being closed. What
units are closed ? Those that become uneconomic, so to say. Itis not
an urgent matter of such public mportance that all discussions of this
House should be stopped in order to discuss that thing. As soonas I
got a wire I sent the Labour Officer and asked the employers and workers
to come and meet me, but nobody has come and met me, not even the
Unions. Only one man has been seen going from one bank to another
for financial accommodation. I have 10 information what has happened.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Barbhag): MTr. Speaker,
Sir, on what the Minister in charge of Lahour has Jjust now stated about
the admissibility of this Motijon,I want to say a few words. First of
all the Minister has stated thatit js not the case of one garden, it is
five gardens which have been closed, and, therefore, the Rules do not
cover it. Sir, it is a very strange argument. If it would have been
a single or solitary question we could have ignored it but rathep
because notone but five gardens where hundreds of labourers’ lives are
involved have been locked out all on a sudden and thereby the life ang
security of these poor people who are citizens of the State arcin danger,
therefore, Sir, a specific situation has arisen. It is not a question of
aninstance, the question isone of a situation and that situation has deve.
loped because notone but five gardens have been locked out all on g,
sudden, and this is very recent only since yesterday. Of course, Ido
not know whether the Minister in charge considers this suflering of 1he
labourers to be a matter of importauce, to be a matter of urgency or
not. We, of course, consider this to be Very urgent and very important.
It is alsovery recent, and therefore, all the fundamental principles that
are to be satisfied for an Adjournment Motion arc there, So far as
this Motion is concerned, we want to discuss the situation which has
arisen out of the lock-out of five tea garders of Silchar in the District
of Cachar very recently (since yesterday). This we could not have dis-
cussed before, and we have no ‘other means or way of discussing this
matter which we cannot also leave aside, we cannot allow it to drift.
This is 2 matter which this House shovld take seisin of and should
discuss because this is a question of national policy, this is a question
of labour policy, this is a question of as to what is the attirude of this
Government towards the labour population. Thcrcfore, this is very
important,

Mr. SPEAKER : I have heard Mr. Barua, Mr, T
Bhattacharyya. I find that in view of my ruling on the Adjournment
Motion regarding establishment of Naga check-posts, T cannot oagnipn
it so important as to sidetrack the business of _ the House today.
Further I find this matter can be discussed also in the Governor’s ad.
dress and lastly the matter is not onec W]:Iich involves more than ordinary
administration of law under the Industrial Disputes Act. Therefore, I
disallow the Motion.

ripathi and Mr.

The next item. Call attention notice by Shri Sailen Medhi,

!




1967] CALLING ATTENTION TO A MATTER OF URGENT 363
PUBLIC IMPORTANCE

Callinig Attention o 2 matter of Urgent Public Importance Seizure
of explosives at Amguri of Sibsagar District

Shri SAILEN MEDHI (Jalukbari): Mr. Speaker, Sir, I call the
attention of the hon. Chief Minister under Rule 54 of the Conduct of
Business in Assam Legislative Assembly on the subject of scizure of ekplo-
sives at Amguri on the 15th of March , 1967. 1In this connection T want to
dra\.vthe attention of the Chief Minister to the newspaper reports on the
subject published in the Dailiss of 15th and 16th March in Naiun Assamiya
and Assam Tribune and some other papers also—wherein it is stated
that 327 packets of gun powder, 400 detonators and some live wires
were found with one Naga youngman named Sashiba Ao, and these articles
were seized by the Village Defence Party on the 15th of March near
a Petrol Depot at Amguti. Along with this report I also want to draw
the attention of the Chief Minister to a report published in the ‘“Asom
Batori” dated 26th March, wherein it is stated that, Sir, I quole the news,
item which is in Assamese.

W 6T W Aol fimes oF1 fm @b sl ouw o2is «3wa
AT Cete—"oFt @ wAlElER F6T T@Re @@ @R AR IS Sre
A Tl gaw oo IR ah s wwiE g Guie aivefies fifed |
T e FefAfy weh facwiflden qmEzike wedz fm gfE it o= oy |

urefRe @ vl Swffa e geifia asim ikiza @
(LRI it #fF e 92 21978 Srala e 9[epel 9 Cey |

ISET Aew AR wmdts wimefiw sk wHERtta @itits @8F
77 frm qfF afocast 751 awa @iwiie gaziie 24fes aeR sk | P
CEop O o B o e T s O (M e e i O M B B
ME | fowy 92 UG dR-iew whem @I 4 AFE WiE 9mitn
AR @ @ TR 4T tzeg AfE gFE | GAMITT @en @i T4
=ey, fog TiFsl gae wibT ww A2 | ke wifEe o @ wdrEhe
=BT qgtwg @ rEnar 17

In this connection I want to say that sincea few years back this type of
sabotage activitics are taking place in the rail track from Lumding to
Amguri and there were several instances of explosions and removal of
fish plates from the track causing death and injury to so many people. These
sabotage activities started from 1959 and it has cometo the extreme point
during the years 1962-66. 1 shall quote from News paper cutting. In
1963 April they attacked pass nger trained with dynamites and modern
weapons and as a result 6 died, 27 others were injured. In 1964 tht_ay
removed 200 fect rail track. 1In 1365, November, they fired on Mail Train
and as a result 3 persons died. In 1966, on 12th. February there was explo=
sion on Lumding Dimapur line and on 16th February the same year explosion
occurred in between Farkating and Kamarbanda and as a result 33 died
and 51 injured.

Mr. SPEAKER: Please confine to the particular instances, otherwise
the calling attention loses all its merits.

#Speech not corrected,



364 CALLING ATTENTION TO A MATTER OF [Ist 2pril,
URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE

Shri SAILEN MEDHI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, this is not an isolated
instancs in this railway track during the whole period. So, I want to
draw the attention of the Chiefl Minister, whether the Chief Minister ha’s
taken any action or whether Chief Minister took any steps to stop this
sabotage activities aud to save the people of the whole State. In this
connection I want to draw the attention of the Chief Minjster when he was
the President of the A. P. C. C. In 1956 there was g Proposal and 2 memo-
TAT G OIS

Mr. SPEAKER: Please confine to the instance, other-wise the calling
attention Joses its significance.

Shri SATLEN MEDHI: I want to ask thz Chief Minister whether
these activities have got any connection. with the explosion that occurred
recently. Whether these are the activities of the hostile Nagas. I want
to ask the Chief Minister whether any action has been taken during this
period by our Government to construct alternative Railway line to avoid
this.

Mr. SPEAKER: After all you are not making a speech; you are
drawing the attention of the Chief Minister to » Pparticular poins.

Shri SAILEN MEDHI ; Sir, I want to 1
whether any enquiry has been conducted.
Batar: where it has been stated that a N

some fused wire have been recovered from his possession. I want to know
from the Chief Minister whether any action has been taken against those
who were connected with this Naga gentleman and were 1ndulging in
smuggling these explosives to the Nagaland, T want to draw the attention
of the Chief Minister whether any steps have been taken up-till now.

*Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIMA (Chief Minister)- My, Spea-
ker. Sir, on the morning of 14th Mozrch, and not on 15¢h March one Sashiba
Ao, of village Longkhum, Mokokchung District; Nagaland, was found in
possession of two trunks of explosives while he was waiting for transport at
Lahaty petrol pump, Amguri, for procceding to l\/InkUkchung. These two
trunks contained 327 special gilatine sticks, 400 blasting caps (detonators)
in 4 packets, 100 in each with markings ‘Spotonki’ ‘Detanurjaca’ and 20
bundles of fuse wire while he was waiting for tr

2 : . ransport at Lahaty for
proceeding to Mokokchung. All the explosives with the trunks were scized.
Sashiba Ao along with Nandalal Chowkidar of Lahay Patrol Pump, Am-
guri who was suspected to be in intrigue with the Naga was arrested. :

<now from the Chief Minister
It has been published in  Assam
aga hostile has been arrested and

Case No. 8 (3) €7 under section 5 (A), Explosive Substance Act has
been registered at Amguri Police Station, District Sibsagar Tha invest: B
tion of the case is in progress. ;

During investigation Sashiba Ao disclosed that the explosive in question
was purchased by one younger Ao by the name Mayan Ao from one Puspa
Bishya at Gauhati on 11th March 1967 evening at Rs.900 and he (Sashiba
Ao) carried the same to Jorhat in a truck and thereafiey went to Amguri by
hiring taxi No. ASP, 185  Younger Ao alias ME‘-YE}H_g Ao engaged Sashiba Ao
to carry these articles to Mokokchung on condition tq pay him a sum of .
Rs. 50 at Mokokchung. Sashiba Ao further stated that once he mst Younger

Ao alias Mayang Ao at Gauhati before the purchase of explosive and Younger
M

: #5peech not corrected, Iy
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h a sum Rs. 900 from

Ao alias Mayang Ao sent him to Mokokchung to. fetc
High English School

one Angamtoshi Ao, a Hindj teacher of Lumgnishi

which was earlier arranged by Younger Ao alias Mayang Ao, Sashiba Ao
accordingly went to Mokokchung, received Rs. 900 from Angamtoshi Ao
Sashiba Ao

and paid the same to Younger Ao alias Mayang Ao at Gauhati,
said that he was carrying the cxplosives in ~ question to deliver to Mapu-
iméran Ao of Lungling village, a P. W. D. contractor “for road construction
piurposeat Mokokchung as per previous arrangemen.. Requisition ‘has
been sent to Mokokchung Police to arrest and produce Mapumeren Ao in
custody at Sibsagar Jail. :
Puspa Baishya and Angamtoshi Ao have been arrested. Arrangements-
are being made to bring them to Sibsagar Jail for the purpose of interoga-
tion. Superintendent of Police, Kohima has aiready been requested to cause
arrest of Younger Ao alias Mayang Ao.
The sources as to where from Puspa

Baishya obtained the explosive
could not, as yet be ascertained. :

Shri SAILEN MEDHY: Whether the Intelligence Branch is aware of
the fact that the weapons were removed by the Naga Hostiles in connection

with this ?

Mr. SPEAKER: This does not arise. This is a separate question
altogether.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA
ter hasstated that the explosives weré pur
that is so why our Intelligences were not 1in

A PRASAD CHALIHA: Detections have taken place
ilance of the Village Defence Party, Police and Intelli-
at it has not been possible to go to the root of it

(Charaibahi): The Chief Minis-
chased from a certain shop. If
a position to stop this trade ?

Shri BIMAL
beéause of the vig
gence. But it is true th

fully.

. Mr. SPEAKER . So far our rules are con_ccrned regarding Calling
Attention-Notices; - not more than one such notice shall be raised at the
same sitting... We have received altogether five notices for Calling Attention
and out of those one has been already dealt with. Regarding the rest four
it will be proper to follow the Lok Sabha Rules where there are directions
which read, “Where several calling attention notices have been included

a session, the Minister may make a

inthe order paper on the last day of g
brief statement in respect of the first notice. In respect of the other

notices, statements may be laid on the Table by the Ministers
concerned. A copy of the statements sO laid may be supplied to the
Members tabling notices’”. I would like t0 follow those directions of the

Lok Sabha.

Re: Unreplied questions and answers

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Charaibahi) : Mr. Speaker, Siv
May I submit one thing ? Sir, for those questiops for which notice has
been given but are not replied, whether they will remain valid or fresh notice
will have to be given ?

e AT i m aleis Ak 5 : : A . 1
20 VB i SPEAKER: -Replies- of those questions will be (sent to members.
congerned by post.: gt s agal ) allg % O (- R I IR I haveEiE
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Nomination of Members to constitute the Committee om
Subordinate legislation

Mz, SPEAKER : In pursuance of Rule 251 (1) of the Rules of Progeduire
and Conduct of Business in Assam Legislative Assembly, T nominate the
following Jmembers of the Assam Legislative Assembly ¢ form the

Committee on Subordinate Legislation :
1. M. Moinul Haque Choudhury.
2. Shri Ataur Rahman,
3. ShriJogen Saikia.
4. Shri Gajen Tanti.~
- 5. Shri Atul Chandra Goswami,
6. Shri Benoy Krishna Ghose.
i 7. Shri Brington Buhai Lyngdoh.
In pursuance of Sub-rule (1) of the Rule 198 of the Rules of i’roec_durc

and Conduct of Business in~ Assam' Legislative Assembly, 1 appoint
M. Moinul Haque Choudhury to be the Chairman of the said Commitree.

Nomination of members to conmstitute the Committee on Govermment.
Assurances '

Mr. SPEAKER : pursuance of Rule 254 (1)Iof the Rules oo
. ; e
and Conduct of Business in Assam Legislative Anarpsc oF Trocedure
the following Members of the Assam Legislative As's'e‘mb};. io’ form the
Committee on Government Assurances— :

1. Shri Biswadev Sarma.

2, Shri Lakshya Dhar Choudhury,
3. Shri Karuna Kanta Gogoi.
4. Rani Manjula Devi.

5, Shri Mathius Tudu,
6, Shri Promode Chandra Gogoi.

7. Shri Pitsing Konwar.
In pursuance of sub-rule (1) of the Rulc 198 ofthe Rules of Prosedure
and Conduct of Business in Assam Legislative Aﬂﬂ?mbly, I dppolns Bhri
Biswadev Sarma to be the Chairman of the Committee, _ s
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Momination of members to constitute the Rules Committee

Mr. SPEAKER : In pursuance of Rule 259 of the Rules of Procedure
z’md Conduct of Busincss in Assam Legislative Assembly, I nominate the
following Members to constitute the Rules Committee—

1. Shri Mahendra Mohan Choudhury.

2. Shri Abdul Matlib Mazumdar.

Shri Debeswar Sarmah.

s »

Shril Sarat Chandra Goswami.

5. Shri Stanley D, D. Nichols Roy.

6, Md. Abul Kasem.

7. M. A. Musawwir Choudhury.

8, Shri Abala Kanta Goswami.

The speaker shall be the ex-officio Chairman of the Committee.
Nomination of members to constitute the Library Committee

Mr. SPEAKER: In pursuance of Rulc 313 of the Rules of Procedure
and Conduct of Business in Assam Legislative Assembly, I nominate the
foliowing - Members to constitute the Library Committee for the year
1967-68— -

1. Shri Rothindra Nath Sen.

9. S$hri Biswanath Upadhyaya.

3. Shri Mathura Mohan Sinha.
4. Shri Nakul Chandra Das.
5. Muys Pranita Talukdar.

6. Md. Matlebuddin,

$hri Rothindra Nath Sen is appointed to Dbe the Chairman of the
Committec. '

Statement made by the Chief Minister regarding the situat'ion '
prevailing in the Mizo Hills District

+§hri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA, (Chief Minister) : Mr. Speaker, "
gjr, The other day, I promised in this House t0 make a statement regarding
the situation prevailing in the Mjzo Hills District. I propose to make that
statement now. It may be recalled that last year also 1 made a
statement in this connection. Those honourable Members who were in the
House last year will recall that I had made a statement on the situationin
Mizo Disirict. The armed insurrection launched by M. N.F. on the night.

e

#Speech not cotrected,
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‘Feb a aiid 1st March, 1966 was then barely a [ew days old.
‘gf?iﬁat ozl;a;iyon I had said "that the Government was, not .entirely

unaware of the activities of the M. N. F. during the preceding ‘year! in

raising and training volunteers and of reports, though not fully confirmed,
of import of arms from Pakistan. Yet it was hoped that the leaders ‘of

the front will not take the path of violence not only hecause C}f their. word
of honour given to me as the Chicf Minister of the State but also their own
good sense in realising the utter futility of such a venture. - I had,
therefore, described the up-rising as an act of betrayal of the solemn
pledge given to me but whatis more a betrayal oij the Mizo people, the
vast majority of whom are peace loving and even while l&cenly desirous of
economic advancement and political changes are loyal citizens of India.,

That up-rising has now entered its second year ana itis only right
that the members of the House should fee) concerned about it. Why, it
may be asked, has it not been possible to restore normal conditions. within
this time ? Itis noteasy to give a simple answer to this question. The
reasons are complex and manifold. Firstit must be remembered that this
is no ordinary law and order problem but an armed insurrection albeit
ill-conceived and misguided. Here we are facing neither mobs -of rioteers
nor conventional armies but bands of rebels operating in guerilla fashion.
To this must - be added the formidable difficulties of terrain and communi-
cations or the lack of that which give a certain advantage' to guerillas
vis-a-yis the forces of an established authority who cannot possibly employ
the same methods as the out-laws in maijntaining themselves or in any
other matter. The fact that the operations are being staged in a part of
our own country and against a section of our own people adds not a.- little
to the various restraints placed on our
been absent in the case of action against an enemy
Finally it must be remembered that the present state of our relations with
certain nighbouring countries does not permit the diversion of our forces

to the Mizo District even if this might in some view be considered
necessary.

on alion soil.

However to cnumerate the limitations an
the administration and the conduct of the opera
is not to say that things are not going well or
is absolutely no reason for taking a pessimistic

d difficulties under which
tlons have been proceeding

according to plan. 'There
view, '

Honourable Members will recall how the district administration ruled
under the initial blow treacherously delivered by

, the M, N. F, during the
first - week of March, 1966. The ' subdivisional town of Lungleh, ‘the
police stations of Kolosib and Champhai and the headquarters of the -
Pawi-Lakher region at Saiha, to mention only some of the more import-
tant centres, had been taken over by the rebels apd the Government
servants in those places made prisoners. Even Ajjal, the district headquar-
ters was in a highly dangerous state for a couple of days and was
practically over-run except for a small defended Perimeter within the
Assam Rifles areas. I amglad to be able to inform ‘the House that the -
administration was reestablished at all those pl

time with the exception that the principal ad

mammit, . Daglawn, Dhanabi -
and Serchbip under I. A. S, A, C. S. Officers, N e St

security forces which would have

aces in the shortest possible

sl e i Ministrative centre for.the .
Pawai-Lakher Region is now at Longtlai instcad of . Sajhaas the former .
pace was-found to be more suitable in the present -Cirﬁu'fﬁ-:j'(;'ailces.' Besides,
now administrative centres have been opened at - Dl
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The speedy induction of the Armed Forces and their advancing
columns scattered the M. N. F. The hard core still then intact retreated into
tl“lc Jpnglcs and interior villages with their stocks of arms and ammuni-
tion lnclu.ding those obtained from Pakistan and those captured from
our forces in Mizo District in the initial stages of their attack on Champ-
hai, Kolosib, Lungleh and Aijal in addition to a large number of private
arms taken from the villagers. The need for reestablishing administration
on a secure basis, reorganization of the forces and presentation Of fresh
operational plans and difficulty of tercain and communication rendered the
task of pursuit and mopping up immediately difficult. A sizeable number
of hostiles also crossed owver to neighbouring. Fast Pakisian. Then followed
a Period of comparative lull during which M. N. F. insurgents were
obviously repairing the damages inflicted by the security forces an
following a policy of ‘wait and see’ before the advent of.the 1966
monsoon. With the end of the dry season they  renewed their
activities and kept up a tempo of their activities by occasional firing, ambush
and kidnapping ofloyal elements. They also forcibly collected food and
money from the villages inside Mizo District and also occasionally raided
neighbouring villages in Cachar District,

b

I had mentioned earlier that a number of our officers including the -
Subdivisional Officer, Lungleh, Additional Deputy Commissioner, Saiha
and Subdivisional Officers, Public Works Department, to mention only 2
few, had been made captive by the insurgents. Some of them had been
taken away to Pakistan. There was great anxiety about their safety and
welfare. However, I am glad to be able to say that almost all of them have
returned without suffering any physical or mental damage. Unfortu-
nately, two officers of the S. I. B. and one officer of the Statc
S. B. are still untraced and their fate is not definitely known. There arc
unconfirmed reports that theyhave been done to death.

The monsoon of 1966 passed with minor skirmishes and a stalematc
ensued when the administration backed by the security forces were in com-
mand of the important cenires while the hostiles more orlesshad the run
of the country-side where the helpless villagers were caught between the
devil and the deep seas. They were alternately visited by the hostiles
and the security forces both of whom claimed their loyalty and support.
The former besides subjected them to all manner of exactions and even to-
rture in individual cases. In these circumstances itwas felt that a new
initiative had become necessary as much in the interest of the villagers them-
selves as thatof the satisfactory conduct of the operations for bringing the
hostiles back. Thus a scheme of regrouping the large number of small
and scattered Mizo villages in some selected centres was adopted. This
is by nomeans a new idea. It has been tried with considerable success
in some other countries under similar conditions and even at home in
the territory now known as Nagaland. In the latter the measurc could
not be completed and run to its logical conclusion as administrative reforms
followed closely by political changes were ushered in. Under this scheme
about 106 villages situated astride the Vairengte-Aijal and Aijjal-Lungleh
roads with a total population of 50,000 have been regrouped into 18
larger rural units which are called P. P. V’s (Progressive Protected
villages). The scheme was completed in three phases over a period of
nearly 10 weeks. Initially there was considerable local opposition to the
gcheme which is quite understandable as nobody can really be enthu--
s jastic' about leaving his own hearthand home for a new place even for



370 ° STATEMENT BY THE CHIEF MINISTER [1st April;

for his own good. Some families disappeared on the cve of grouping or sub-

sequently deserted from the regrouped centres. But most of them even- -

tually came in or returned except individuals u:'h_()sc C(_)IISCiEnCCS were an
clean. These as may be expected have gone to join their fellow travellers
inthe juugles. The pcoplein the Progressive Protected Villages are now
settling down cheerfully in their new homes \\‘h.c]‘]. protection and supplics
are assured besides educational and medical facilities and work for those
who need employment.

Needless to say theidea ofgrouping proved an anathema to the hose
tiles who reacted sharply and almost savagely to the operation like an
animal cornered.. They realised that cut off from the villagers on whom
solely they depended for their provisions and comfort-even though extracted
at the point of the gun-they could not exist. Each phase of grouping
particuiarly the first and third between Aijal and Lungleh was marked
by desperate attemtps by the hostiles to foil it, ‘There were a number of case
attacks and ambushes on the security forces cngaged in the operationsand
they sustained considerable casualties. This was mainly because the for-
ces had to function in smaller parties than usual for escorting the wvil-
lagers heavily laden with their possessions to the new centres and could
not ‘adopt the necessary tacical measures in all cases. On the basis of

success achieved and experience gained the extension of the regrouping
trict has been kept in mind.

scheme to other areas of the dis

Besides the problem of protection of the villages and denying access

to those from the M.N. F., there is the very important task of securing
the Pakistan border. Aswembers know the Mizo District is almost entirely
surrounded by foreign countries on three sides, The countries are Burma and
Pakistan. While the former have the friendliest relations with us and have
turned down all overtures on the part of the M, N.
supplies from them the role of Pakistan has been most sinister and repre-
hensible. According to information available, laige bands of hostiles arc
still crossing and recrossing the horder with Pakistan in which country
they have established hases hoth for operation and training. Qur border
arcas with Pakistan in Mizo District are predominatly inhabited by a non-
Mizo tribe, the Chakmas, who profess the Buddhist faith. Unlike other
border districts the contiguous arcas of Pakistan here aye hilly, forest clad,
thinly populated and backward in development and communication. There
was only one lrade route of any importance across the border, namely the
Lungleh-Debagiri-Rangamati track. The usual border problems like encroa-
chment, smuggling, cattle lifting, kidnapping if not wholly absent werc
less acute. This border was, thercfore, lightly held with only four B, Q.P’%.
when the disturbances brokeout. The distances between the

: Pposts were,
therefore, considerable and the southern flank was almost unco

vered.

Apart from the problem of crossing and recrossing the Bosder
the M. N.T. here, hostile activitics were most pronounced in the Chakima
areas. A systematic campaign of terrorising the loyal Chakmas was laun-
ched by the M. N. F, in a bid to cause a mass exodus. It is known to
hon. Members that very little sympathy exists between the Mizos and
the Chakmas who are in a very low siate of development and are in need
of special consideration evenin what is generally a backward region of the
State. It will be recalled how . sharp and voc;f'f:rogs was the reaction in
some quarters when there was an influx of Chakma rei“gees from East Pakis-
tan at the beginning of 1964. It was not therefore surprsing that the Chakmas

F. to gain Dases and.

by .
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came in for very special attention from the M. N. F. Several Chakma
villages were burnt, people killed and kidnapped and subjected to torture
and extortion. At one time there were about 10,000 Chakmas in Dema-

‘giri who had been uprooted from their homes. Due note was taken of

these dangerous developments and the security of this vital area has been

strengthened by establishing a number of additional posts.

The improvement of the road from Lun:leh to Demagiri has been
taken up on priority basis through the Border Road Organisation. Until
this road as well as other lateral road which have been planned are through
it will not be possible to do very much more as all movement into and
out of the arca is now heavily dependent on air support. But I can assure
the house that all that is possible is being done and the situation is much

‘hetter now than it was a year ago.

Civil suppllies became very difficult last year throughout the district.
With road communications disrupted and then heavily damaged both by
weather due to carly advent of the monsoon last year and increase in vehije
cular traffic necessitated by troop movement. Recourse had to be taken to
air-dropping on a fairly large scale. This year also  the position continues to
be fairly acute in the southern areas though in the Aijal Subdivision

:things are considerably better. A regular system of convoysis working in

which the State Transport Organisation has played a commendable part
beside of course the security forces who were charged with the responsibility
of road and convoy protection. There have been frequent attempts on the
part of the M. N. F. not only to interfere with convoys but also with the
flow of local produce into the tranships. This of course added to the
difficulties particulary at Lungleh where fresh supplies cannot be reached
from the plains in adequate quantities and in satisfactory condition.

Educational institutions at most places are functioning quite sa.tisfactorily

‘now and a number of examinations under the auspices of the Gauhati

University and the Board of Secondary Education have been successfully
held since the disturbances broke out. There were many attempts by the
M. N. F. to bring abouta total break down of the educational system
butin this they have failed.

Very strong pressurc is bci_ng maintained by the secu}-ity forces on the
M. N. F. There is almost daily contact with the hostiles in one place
or another and many of their hide-outs have been located and destroyed,
A large number of their supply dumps in thick jungles have also been un-
earhed and disposedof. On the advice ‘of the local officers Government
declared on 28th January, 1967, an amnesty to those M. N. F. _VOlunteers
and aothers who would surrender with arms, Although the immediate
result wasnot as satisfactory aswas expected the number of surrenders
without arms has, of late, mcreased.. Durlmp; the. current year M. .N, F.
volunteers and 12 important persons including one important leader in the
ersons of J. F. Manliana, still recently a member of this House, have so fay
surrendered some with arms, Besides some other important leaders ik
Lalhruaia, selfsstyled Vice Chief of the so-called Mizo National Army,
Hrangchinge, self-styled Commissioncr of the Southern Arca, R. Halleluia
self-styled Chiel  Accounts Officer anﬂ Colonels-Ralliantawna, self-styleq
member of the Parliament, etc., were apprchended by the ‘security forces
in the course of operations. A number of self-styled officers of the armed
sving of the M. N. F. have been killed in action, ‘ ‘
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Besides their armed activities the M. N. F. have also tried to project
an image of themselves as” a Proper _}Jnd(.:rgmpna Goven_lment. Sqme re-
bel leaders have assumed various civil designations according to their fancys
such as Commissioner, Deputy Commissioner, Superintendent of Pohce,‘ etc.
Nobody of course takes jchese attempts at taking on the trappings of an
ordered Government seriously and people regard them as what they really
ares that is a band of armed bandits.

Hostile propaganda is directed towards the main purpose of sustain-
ing the morale of the rebels which often touches « low ebb and keeping up a
tempo of uncertainty and panic. Thus from time to time notices are posted
or rumours circulated af an impending attack by the M. N. F. on Aijjal,
Lungleh or some other place. The dates are often changed and in the end
either nothing happens or a few stray shots are fired. Sometimes armed
hostiles mange to enter the towns in the guisc of innocent villagers and carry
out a sudden shooting exercise. It two recent cases of such kind two police
officers, both loyal Mizos, were the victims. Any intruders, however, were

apprehended or driven off due ta the vigilance of the police and the security
forces.

To sustain morale M. N. F. propaganda takes the line that their
leaders are in touch with foreign powers and they must keep the struggle
going. Pakistan and China will sooner rather than later attack India
when they will give the Mizo their emancipation. Recently arumour
was in wide circulation that Laldenga has reached England 2ia Pakistan and
the M. N, F. cause will be taken to the U. N. There is no confirmation of
Laldenga having actually arrived in England or any other western country
and this may be really a propaganda stunt for the benefit of the M., N. F,
rank and file.

In conclusion I would again emphasize that our operations in Mizo Hills
both in the civil and military sphere have been progressing quite satisfactorily
in the given conditions of terrain and geography and with the resources
that the country is able to spare for the purpose from the many demands
upon - them. Thereis, therefore, no cause for alaym and despondency though
it is only right and proper that hon. Members in the house as well
as the people outside should continue to take interest and watch the develop-
ment in that strife-torn district with discernment byt not undue alarm
I must however, admit that though the administration is getting into
its stride a full sense of sccurity and normaley is yet to return. Many
ancillary factors are responsible for this besides the activities of the
M. N. F. The Mizo District has always been suffering from a feeling of
isolation, This has been heightened by increased uncertainties of road
conditions, shortage of supplies including food stuff, irregularity of mail
evacuation of a large number of the local population from Aijal and clsewhcré
to other places in the State,

Rumours of impending attacks by the M. N, F., threas and actual cases
of kidnapping and murder though not as numerous as one would think
add not a little to the sense of insecurity and abnormality. The recent
murder of Kapchhunga, P1'351d"_3nt of the (_Jhm I-\]atiOnal Front and another
at Lawngtlai and that of the Police A, S. I. in -Aijal are certainly regrettable
and matters for concern but I can assure the House that our forces are
waging and will continue to wage a relentless campaign and the. rohel
will not be given any respite till he realises his folly and lays down his

A
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arms, The presence of the civil administration is also being increasingly
felt and its arms are reaching out in all directions, Here it must be re-
membered that a vacuum was created by the collapse of the District Council
Administration in the interiors.

Lastly, I wish to pay at tribute to all those, both civil and military, who
are so bravely and cheerfully shouldering such onerous responsibilities on
behalf of the Government in that remote corner of the State and with which
I trust that the House would wish to associzte itself.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Barbhag) : Sir, if 1
have heard the Chief Minister aright, he said in a beautiful phrasc' that
the innocent Mizo people are between the devil and the deep sea of the
sccurity forces and the hostiles. May we know from the Chief Minister
vhich side is the devil and which side is the deep sea in bhetween the
security forces and the hostiles ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : Itis for the hon. Members to

interpret,
(Shri Dulal Chandra Barua rose to speak).

Mr. SPEAKER: May I draw the attention of the hon. Members to
Rule 55 which says ““A statement may be made by a Minister on a matter
of public importance with the consent of the Speaker but no question shall
be asked at the time the statement is made.”

Shri STANLEY D. D. NICHOLS-ROY (Cherrapunjee, Reserved for
Scheduled Trihes): Sir, a few days back when a calling attention motion
was raised, certain parts of the discussion referred to other matters which
were not included in the calling attention motion and at that time both
the hon. Spcaker ancd the Chief Minister said that a further statement
would be made. 1 think there are at least two important points which have
seen touched. May we know whether these will be touched in future ?
g to the escape of Mizo hostiles from Silchar and Aijal jails.
who are the people escaped and how it came about ? We
also want further clarification ahout the actual kidnapping and killing
of the President of Chin National Front, Mr. Kaphungach, the party in
charge of - the Pa_\‘vi-I_Jakgwr Regional Council. So far as our informa-
tion goes; he was in his ylllagc home wh:c_:h was surrounded by the Migo
volunteers and he was l_udnappeq and killed in the jungle. We want to
have a deinite clarification on this, whether our information is correct or

ihe information given in the Chief Minister’s statement, that he was killed

Ly sniping is correct.

Shri DULAL C}HANDRA BARUA (Charaibahi): Sir, we gave a
calling atiention notice about the escape of Laldenga, That point also has
not bheen clearly mentioned.  We want to d_tscuss this matter on a substantive
motion, - But we do not know whether if we move a motion now, it will
be kept pending or it will -be allowed.

Mr, SPEAKER : You submit a notice, I will see.

not 1 :
One is relatin

May we know

shri MOINUL HAQUE GHOUDHURY (Sonai) Sir, may I submi
that the Chief Minister’s statement kindly be circulated.

Mr. SPEAKER : That will be dene.
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Presentation of the Report of the unfinished work of the
Estimates Committee

Shri PRABHAT NARAYAN CHOUDHURY (Nalbari-East) Sir,
I beg to present the Report of the Assam Legislative Assembly under Rl_ﬂe w. |
226 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in Assam Legislative -
Assembly relating to unfinished work of the Estimates Committee,

Presentation of the Twelfth Report of the Committee on
Government Assurances
Shri BISWADEV SARMA (Balipara) : Sir, I beg to present the
Twelfth Report of the Committeec on Government Assurances. '

Presentaticn of the Thirteenth Report of the Committee on
Sabordinates Legislation

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Seomai): Sir, I beg to
present the Thirteenth Report of the Committee on Subordinate Legis- <
lation.

- My, SPEAKER: There is calling attention motion from Shri Moinul

Haque Choudhury. That motion will be dealt with in the same manner
as-the other calling attention motions.

Personal explanation by a Member

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Barbhag): Sir, may
I ‘makea personal explanation ? Yesterday when the Minister-in-charge of
-Parliamentaty Affairs said “Thakkar Bapa was also in the Sub-Committee of '
the Constituent Assembly,” T said that he was not amember. I am very "(\\
sorry for that. I consulted the records and found that he was also there in i
‘the Sub-Committec and another Member of this House-—he is now in Par- :
liament—Shri Rupnath Brahma was also in that Gommittee, |

(The Deputy Speaker in the Chair)

Debate on the Governor’s Address

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Titabar) : Mr, Speaker, Sir, so it
. happened that the Bardoloi Committee was constituted with illustrious and
- knowledgeable leaders of various shades of opinion of this State. Yesterday
- I ended saying that the 6th Schedule was enshrined in the Constitution with *
~ a view to safeguard: the interests of the Hill brethren, who are supposed to
be backward in certain aspects and not in the same level of development
- with the Plains people. Sir, the District Councils weye functioning with
. varying success in four Hill Districts, i.e., Khasi & Jaintia Hills, Garo Hills,
~ Mikir & North Cachar Hills and Mizo Hills and a Regional Council was |
+ ; functioning in Pawai-Lakher region.” Sir, opinion would ‘vary about the
" earnestness and zeal with whicb the District Councils were administered.. I
think it may be said without fear of contradiction that not much of the
funds available to these District Councils were spent on really developmental
schemes. In consequence, progress was not very satisfactory. Again it had
the effect on the Hills people inasmuch as they were not satisfied with
the pace of development. Unfortunately, this dis-satisfaction was diverted
towards their demand for a Hill State. Meanwhile the States Reorganisa - .
tion Commission came. The Members of . the States Reorganisation Com. ‘l\
mission Shri Saiyed Fazal Ali, Shri H. N. Kunjru and Sardar K. M,
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Panikar were amongst the most eminent scholar—statesmen of India of all
times. This Commission dealt with this matter in these words.” Sir, I @
shall only briefly quote the portions having direct bearing on the sub-
ject. Iam reading from page 184 of the Report of the States Reorga-
nisation Clommission.

~v*The Hill districts have pressed the case f'or\thc\ibrmation of a Hill
State. This demand, reiterated at the Tura (Garo Hills) conference of
Tribal leaders in October, 1954, contemplates the unification of all the
Hill districts mentioned in Part A of the table appended to the Sixth
Schedule to the Constitution, including also the Naga Hills district. The
Naga National Council secks independence from Assam and India and to
remain aloof from the proposed hill state. As a compromise between
these extreme positions, but for entirely different reasons, the formation
of a Kamatapur State consisting of Goalpara, Garo Hills, Gooch Behar,
Darjeeling and Jalpaiguri, or of a Purbachal State consisting of the area
round Cachar has also been suggested.” ™ :

Sir, after discussing the various important matters in this connection
the States Reorganisation in paragraph 684 at page 185 says,Y*It is of
paramount importanceé to establish a stable administration in the north-
cast based on the goodwill of the Tribal people, and it is clear that such
an administration will have to be primarily concerned with the well
being of the tribes. We have therefore examined the proposal for a Hill
State with great care and sympathy and with the particular regard to
these objectives’.’v Then the Commission goes on to say—Sir, I am
quoting relevant short paragraphs only from the States Reorganisation
Commission’s Report just to show that irom Ume .tO time most
eminent statesmen, lawyers and scholars have  Dbeen giving their  best
attention to this subject, I mean the reorganisation of the eastern
region of India. In paragraph 686 of the Report the Commission says,
<¢ The problem is, in 2 substantial measure, an inheritance from the pre-inde-
pendence days. The extremist demands of the present time reflect what has
sometimes been labelled the ‘national park’ approach. This was fundamentaly
the British policy and there were attempts to demarcate the tribal zones
and to isolate them, as {ar as possible, from' external jnfluences, preventing,
in particular, immigration from elsewhere into the scheduled areas, This.
went to the extent of stopping Indian officers from entering these areas.
The ‘inner line’ regulation in the pre=<independence period, although it was
ostensibly intended o discourage unmnccessary interference with and the
cconomicexploitation of the tribal people, was a(_]mln1§tered rigourously so
as to exclude all contact between them and the inhabitants of the plains

districts.”’

Again in paragraph 689 the Commission says

tT'he results of the ‘inner line’ regulation policy, as administered by
the British, illustrate the dangers of decliberate and complete segregation.
That policy, however, in point of fact, was not cnfox:ced so much against
Furcpeans and Christians as against the other Indian communitiess The
broad effect of throwing the tribal areas open, to some but not to all
external influences during the period of the British occupation has been to
divide the tribal people themselves, an.d to create, as a result of British and
imissionary influences, 2 new class, which has 5o far remained quite distinct
from the general population €ither n the hills or in the p]?.}m.s. _The creation
of a new hill statc will, in our opinion, accentuate these distinctions. It will
therefore, prove, in the long run, against the interests of the scheduled



376 DEBATE ON THE GOVERNOR'S ApDRESS [1st April

tribes_”J Then again in paragraph 694 they say, ‘“‘Separation will add to
the cost of administration, and the co-ordination of policies and programmes
between the State of Assam and the hill areas on the one hand and between
the hill districts themselves on the other will become more difficult.’’ Ay
para 697 they summarised their conclusion with the following words:— ;

¥ ©Taking all these factors into consideration, we have come to the
conclusion that the formation of a hill state in this region is ncither
feasible nor in the interest of the tribal people themeselves. The hil)
districts, therefore, should continuc te form part of Assam and no ma-
jor changes should be made in their present constitutional pattern.’’

Apart from that, at para 14 of the Sixth Sehedule of the Ccns.
titution, it is thus stated,

“(1) The Governor may at any time appoint a Commission to ex.
amine and report on any matter specified by him relating to the admi.
nistration of the autonomous districts and autonomus regions in the State
=e----...” and under this provision the Governor can appoint a Commission
which will be constituted of persons of high standing from outside the .
State, who have sympathy with the tribal people, so that it may be
examined whether due regard for the interests of the people in hill areag

may not be wanting, This being so, what circumstances call for drastic
Reorganisation of the State ?

> Captain WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA (Baghmara, Reserved fox
Scheduled Tribes): On point ot information, Sir, this Gommission’s
Report is for the Government of India, now Government of India knowing
all these recommendations of the Commission......

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Titabar): Idonot yield. When (i o{
hill people found that the States Reorganisation Commission did not Brant
the separate hill state, one of the Ministcrs............(Gaptain Williamson A
Sangma took his stand to speak). X

Mr: DEPUTY SPEAKER : M;. Sangma,

' if you want any clarificatio,
you can do so aflter the hon. Member finishes hj

8 speech.

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH : That would
would not disturl the strand of my thought,
speaking in a foreign language.

Captain WILLTAMSON A. SANGMA: On 2
Sarmah is speaking even in support of the tribal people, may I know whethep
he was convinced himself that the circumstances prevailing today are the
best for the good of the tribal people and if that is so why today the hi]}*
people are dissatisfied with the present set up of the adminijstration ? ‘There.
fore, it is not relevant to refer to this because we are discussing on the
Governor’s address where some sort of mention has beem made regarding
the recent Government of India’s decision to reorganise Assam.

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH: A lecture, now has been inflicted
on me by Captain Sangma.

be much better ang
especially, because I gy,

point of explanation, if Mr,

As T have already stated if any clarification is requited on 1y speech)
he may ask for same after my speech is over, instead of dispurbing now \
lo the trend of my thought, '
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" geparate State ma
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : |1 hope, the hon. Member will note
down the clariication he wantsand after Mr. Sarma finishes his speech

he may ask for any clarification he likes.

Shri_ DEBESWAR SARMAH: 1do not think Mr. Sangma would
get any right to reply, but any clarification he wants may be asked by Mr.
Stanely Nichols-Roy and to the best of my ability T will try to clarify the
points raised. :

[ was referring to the Report, [or two reasons, firstly, the consideration
and decision of these eminent persons of all-India repute certainly carry
more weight than my utterances, and secondly, I am trying to show how
this aspect of the matter, I mean the administration in the hills areas in the
Eastern Frontier State, has exercised the minds of the statcsmen like our
erstwhile Prime Ministers and others. That is how we should go into the
whole question il we seek to have a propey pei spective of the subject matter.

at when the States Reorganisation Commission did
. turned down this proposal the
one of the leaders, who led the
estecemed friend, Mr. Sangma,

¥ Thereafter things happened which were not entirely
happy. The state of Nagaland was created, which I think, is one of the
most disastrous mistake in the history of this Ezstern Region. The Naga-
Jand state was created after violent agitations and scrious disturbar.ces in
the Naga Hills. Thereafter, in 1960 the Official Languagc Act of Assam
was passed, and although the Act clearly stated that Assamese language
would not aflvct the hills people and although it was defined clearly that
this Official Language would not apply in the hills, the Hill Leaders made
much of it. Soon after All Parties Hill Leaders Conference was formed,
Deputations and discussions W.ilh the Prime Minister followed, I would
quote from a few letters to the hill leaders of Assam [rom the Prime Minister
in corporated in the Report of the Commission. I would, in this connec-
tion, mention that our Late Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehruji and Lal
Bohadur Shastriji, till their last breath, these two illustrious sons of India
who died in harness, asserted that the unity and integrity of Asssm should

not be disturbed. I would refer to page 35, para 82 of the Report, it reads:

Sir, I was saying th
not recommend hill state or rather they
movement for a hill state became slack and

joined the Cabinet.

¢[t will be recalled that the discussions between the Prime Minister and
‘the hill Icaders were started in the context of the APHLC's demand for a
de in the wake of the decision of the State Government to
declarc Assamese the official language of the State.” Regarding how the
Federal Plan came into being that I will refer later. «~
The hon, Member will temember that

My, DEPUTY SPEAKER : )
How long will the Member take to

the time of the House is very short.
finish his speech ?
Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH : I will finish before the lunch brealk,

DRA NATH SEN (Kal‘imganj.-Nm.th) : 'The hot.
that he would require only hall an hour more to-
but he has taken much more time,

Shri ROTHIN
Member said yesterday
day to finish his speech

I
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Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH : I have not spoken for more than 10

ninutes now. I hope that representatives of the people should not be an-
ious to leave the House.

Shri ROTHINDRA NATH SEN : We are not placed as the hon.
Member, he should remember that we are in the border of the State and our
headache is much more in this question.

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH : T sympathise with the hon, Member.

Sir, at page 35 of the Report of the Commission on the Hill Areas of
Assam 1965-66, explaining his propesals to the General Secretary of the
APHI.C the Prime

Minister in a letter dated 19th February, 1961 said
“We were anxious however that we should provide for changes and adminis-
trative arrangements which would allow the fullest schope to these districts
to develop and advance according to the genius of the people there, while
at the same time maintaining the integrity of the State of Assam.’’ Sie 1
underline the words ‘maintaining the integrity of the State of Assam?’,

Soon thereafter the substance of the Prime Minister’s proposal on 4th
and 5th October, 1963 was clarified to some M. Ps. in the following terms—
““The hill areas of Assam will have on autonomous administration in respect
of subjects tobe earmarked for separate administration in the hill areas,
"The list of subjects will be drawn up by the Commission to be appointed by

the Prime Minister after full enquiry.”” We further find that throughout the
discussion the Prime Minister was emp

phatic about the preservation of the
unity of Assam. He reiterated on sever

al occasions that the scheme of auto-
nomy will have to be within the framework of the State of Assam. Replying
to the supplementaries arising out of the Lok Sabha Starred Question No.33
on 12th February, 1964 the Prime Minister explained the broad features of
his scheme as (ollows :—

““It is clear that the first thing was that the unity of Assam should con-

tinue. Subject to that, greater autonomy should be given to the hill dis-
tricts”. At one of his meectings with the re

; presentatives of the APHI.C he
elearly explained to them that “it would obviously be difficult to have two

cabinets within the Cabinet, as it would go against the very basis of the
Cabinet form of Government.” Thisis what was told by the Prime Minis-
ter, Sir, and I do notwant to dilate on it. I Pass on. We have got 1o
refer to this, because it is nccessary to understand how the Federation
scheme came, how things are shaping from 1961 to 1967, hese are there-
fore very relevant., Sir, in a letter to the leader of API—ILG, the Prime
Minister said that the unity of Assam s_hould not be disturbed and the
scheme of autonomy will have to be within the framiwork of the State of
Assam. ' ®

Sir, the recommendations of the Pataskar Commission read like i
“The basic problem of the hill areas is that_of‘ ¢conomic deveolpment, for
which the two regions of Assam the hill areas and 'l:l'_];t? plains are interd epens
dent. The links of the hills with the plains constitute a factor of impor-
tance to both of them ; and there is great need of Preserving these 1inks,
The scheme assured the hill people that the_State Assemb-ly would pass laws
applying to them with the approval of thm}‘ representatives, and that they
would have full opportunity to conirol their special, cultural apg personal
matters and the development of their areas ,'Wlthm the framework of the
arger political and economical life of Assam.

N
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This is what Pataskar Commission said. Now, Sir, this Pataskar
Clommission’s recommendations were not taken very seriously by the hill
friends. We do not know what reasons prompted Government of India
to put forward the Federal Plan, From our side, the Congress
suggested minor alterations for instance, that it was not democratic
to have such a set up where the Governors could over ride the
decision of the popularly elected Bidhan Sabha. That was only a
suggestion. We did not object to the Pataskar Clommission’s Recommens-
dations ; now all on sudden a comunique of the Government of India
13th January last appeared in the newspaper containing the Federation
proposal. The hill leaders went to Delhi and they invited the Prime
Minister to attend a meeting in Shillong convened by the hill leaders.
I would not dilate on this pvint further, Anyway on 13th January last,
this communique came ata time when almost all people were busy with
the last General Election. I for myself did not know about this till the
other day because I was at a distance {rom Jorhat town for a consi-
derable time where I could not easily get a copy of newspaper and there
was no time even if I gotit. So I did not know about the Federation
plan at the time. But what will be Federation like is even now anys
body’s guess. According to the plan there will be a plains unit and there
will be a hill unit. But whether they will satisfy the mass people or not
nobody can say. There is a lesson before us. When the Nagaland was
created, it was thought that the problem would be solved. But with what
result is known to everybody today. The State of the Nagaland was crea- .
ted, but the hostilities continue. As late as the 19th of this month another two
men were kidnapped by the Naga hostiles from my own constituency. These
have mnot been traced yet. Our hostile neighbour namely Pakistan
is training the Nagas and the Mizos in guerrila warfare. Therecan be no
assurance that such things will not be repeated when the Federation is.
created of hill and plains units. QOur experience of Nagaland pgints that
the same will be repeated here also. We have this on the authority of Ar,
Thaosen, the President of Mikir and North Gachar Hills. So the ultimate
result will be that Federation will not serve the purpose andthere
“will be a demand for separate hill state later on. My friend Mr. Sangma
delivered the other day a hard-hiting speech where he asserted that the
Hill State was in the offing. I submit, Sir, that it is a sort of tactics just to
influence the hill people and to frighten the plains people. There cannot
be a Federation of units of all thehills. 1 think the Mikir and North
Cachar hills will not join and must_be_ left out. There may be a federating
unit consisting of the Khasi and Jaintia Hills and the Garo Hills only.

Sir, let us examine another aspect of the matter what we are seeing
gince the announcement was made. It was reported in the newspaper
that in Uttar Pradesh there is already an agitation. We read it in
the Assam Tribune, dated January 17, 1967. The news-item said ““The
success of All Parties Hill Leaders Conference in Assam in achieving a
separate autonomous status for the hill districts has lent a fillip to the

gimilar demand in hill districts of Uttar Pradesh.

“For the first time, several candidates have decided to contest on
the issue of a separate hill state against Congress candidates. The move-
ment is led by Maharaj Manavendra Shah of Tehri Garhwal who was
himself a Congress candidate for the Lok Sabha seat from the Tehri Parlia-

mentary Constituency.” They are trying to have a hill state there. Now,
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Sir, in our own Stale as soon as the Federation is constituted of two unitg—
oné of the plains "and another of the hills, shall not those friends, who

demand Kamatapur with Cooch Behar, Jalpaiguri and Goalpara, ask

her ? hen where shall we go ? What about the mur-
for anoﬁli’l;i :E,tactrzi'ng rI<‘)n in the foothill tract% in the northern tribal belt
I%‘uis‘:am for ab.utonomy ? Arc notthe foreign missionaries inciting the
%COPIC that they should also have an autonomous tribal belt which
have regional autonomy ? Already during the last election some of our
Congressmen were sought to be given the instruction that they s_hqu{d
not oppose Federal Plan. Some sort of an agitation of this k.md is
already there. What is going to happen frOm_ Goalpara to La%cl_mnpm'.
in the foot-hill tracts? Then again, some friends of our Miri Com-
munity arc asking for another separate Ia.n.d for the Mirisin the fqot-
hills in the district of Lakhimpur, comprising of some areas of Lakhim-
pur and Subansiri Area,ﬁ and some areas of NEFA and the district of Sib-
sagar also. After the .l-cdcrauqn is fo.rmed_, \yllcn these people will see
that the United thxs; and Jaintia Hill Dlstngl are ha_wpg autonomy,
they are having their own legislature and their own Ministers, will not
they ask for it in regional autonomy also ? If that be so, there will
have to be district states, which can never bhe viable or feasible,
Therefore, I submitted at the beginning that this Federation is nothing
but fragmentation of Assam, and  ip this [ragmentation we wijl] go
nowhere but to utier ruin, My friend has talked of the hill people’s good
will and the plains people’s good will, Therc may be difference between
us, the politicians. After all, we the politicians are mcddling in this affair.,
The people are innocent, they want food, clothing, cducation and
certain other amenities, They are mnocent of Federation or Hijll State,
If Mr. Sangma and myself—by way of illustration only. not that | am
a leader, will agree, will the mass people disagree ?
~Thean, Sir, what is my suggestion ? My_suggcstio_n is very simple ang
clear. It is this. Delhi cannot decide our destiny. Delhi should not decide our
destiny. I am not saying tha} “th(!y Aarc not our leaders, They are
our leaders whom we esteem. There are ajsq p1_*.bhc leaders like Shri
ay Prakash Narayan, we a]} respect them, Butin matters of our State,
47 should have statesmanship 1o evolvcr certain f‘orrr;ula to  solve this
plem. I would suggest that let Government discuss this matter
IS dbare with our hill leaders and other people. They: I mean, the
thrca. of Government and APHLC should sit S
leaflell-‘{scuss the matter. I would very much wish that thege leaders
andlcllretire to a convenient big houvse like the Governmen House
.w0u}c Peak Cottage in  Upper Shillong ; we people  would provide
in L1e vith food and all other ameniiies required  and they must pot
then:' :)ut of the house without arriving at an apreed solution of (he
come
problﬁm.

(Laughter)

i pter. 1t is a very serious matter and we should not

Ircsentzlilés lﬁ:lighsuggcsﬁon in all seriousness. If we §0' %6 Delhi

laugh. T me our own problem, fall at the feet of (he Dejp; leaders

vidion ‘.':.o}vmgg the Hill State” or “do not give this Federation for - (hjs

aqlc}Sﬂ'ng]}ggﬁlﬁcntation of this North-cast frontier region,”  which
Wl DT

is

srable fram all sides, we only lose our caSC1 and make ourselves mj_

vun}l;{: With hostile Pakistan in the south and inimical China to ou
sera ' : :

together around the table
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North we are in deep trouble, Geography has so ordained that My,
Sangma and myself, and the hills people and the plains pecople, must
live together, Ifwe are to live together, it does us no good to quarre]
amongst -ourselves. Let us sit and devisc somc ways and means, Patas<
kar - Commission’s report may be the basis of discussion. I do not sayit
should’ be accepted or rejected in toto. The Pataskar Commission’s report
should form the basis. We should sit in a friendly way in a cordial
atmosphere and discuss till we arrive at a solution - amongst ourselves;:
With: that solution, leaders of both hills .and: plains should go to Delhij,
Let.us not. show that ‘'we are bankrupt of statesmanship. ~If we fail,
our” progeny will not forgive us. IHistory will give the verdict: “Assam’s
leadéls failed to have a solution and that brought lasting injury to the

succeeding generations.
‘ Thank you.

My, DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Housestands adjourned tll 2 pac,
Shri Lakshayadhar Choudhury will continue after the House resumes,
(The House then adjourned for lunch till 2 p.m.)

(After Lunch)
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Shri BISNURAM MEDHI (Hajo): Mr. Speaker, Siry el am
extremely grateful to you for giving me an opportunity to participaté in
this debate on the Governor’s Address, It isknown to every ome of us
living in Assam that this strategic State is confronted with a large number
of burning problcms and difficultias and our very existence will depend on
how weecan tackle these problems and difficulties. Some of them should
be considered as national problems and both the Government as well

as the Opposition should try to tackle them jointly.

in this short time to deal with all these
een confronted, Thatiswhy I shall leave
nd deal only with the most important
he people of the Hills and Plains, viz.,

the problem of reorganisation of the Stateon a federal structure. The other
day I had the pleasure of hearing the admirable speech delivered by Capt.
Williamson Sangma, He spoke with a great deal of vehemence, like the

vehemence of a youngman of about 30. Yet I would expect him to have
assionately some of the facts which

the sportsmanship to consider disp |
will be placed before him in spite of the strong views that he holds about
this matter. 1 am quite sure, Sir, that he will have the patience lo hear me,
1 appreciate his zealous enthusiasm in delivering his speech in support of
the reorganisation scheme on a federal structure. But I am quite sure
that with the vesilience of his young mind he will consider dispassionately

the views espressed by others which may be different from those held by him

Sir, itis very difficult with
problems with which we have b
out other matters for the present a
problem which has been agitating t
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i-Ie would also consider the students’ _movement throughout. tth P,]a;;];
and in some places of the hills  also. Sir, as I have a]r_cac{y s.»ugl.‘ : ‘\é)t o7
like to confine my &-umeSSiOr‘.S' today to " the Icorganisation of the' h ats
under a federal stiructure and place before the _lf‘Iousc dificrent aspec
of the problem and the vicws (_‘:-;pl‘%-ssr_-d by different
everyone carn disp;*.ssionatcly' consider this problem ancw.
‘your indulgence and . the indulgence of the
recise statement but before I make m
ch facts and figures before the House,

persons so thac
Sir, I am craving
House to make a brief - and
y statemuent I would like to place a

. According to the Census of 1961, there are about 20 lakhs of Schcd-u‘[qd
Tribes in the hills and plains and out of that 9 lakhs. 55 thousand arein
the plains. Now, the other day Capt. Sangma stated that the progress

- of development was very slow ‘in the "hills, I agree that the progress
must be accelerated so that the sense of frustration that is ]mgermg
in the minds of the people- inhabiting those areas may vanish. But
this can only be done by the joint effortsof the people representing both
the hills and "the plains. ‘The other day Capt. Sangma in his speech tried
to show that he represented the vicws of all the hills people. But I ask him
- to consider about (hese figures. The Mizo Hilis coutains about :,66,000
‘People. There are two sections in ' Mizo Hills, one “séction’ of the people
there are  rebels and alizned themuelves with Pakistan and like ' the
‘hostile Nagas they want complete independence - of the district and the

major section are loyal people, they do not want..to. join the Hills, Sgte

but they want a separate entity for themselves. The reason is, when I
Was a Chief Minister of Assam I used to rececive represcntations from
izo educated youths that thev ‘could not get proper share in Government
services because of the Khasi Hills people, who are most advanced. Simi.
larly, I got complaints. from .Garo Hills people, that they were exploited
by other hill people and  this exploitation should be stupped. .
CAPTAIN WILIAMSON A. SANG A (Baghmara, Reserved fox
Scheduled Tribes): On 2 point of -order, Sir, inmy speech I never
said that I represent all the hill people.

.

Shri BISNURAM MEDIII: The pcople of United North Cachar
and Mikir Hills do not want to Join with the other hill leaders of Khagj
and Jaintia'and Garo Hills for

; 1 _ & scparate hijll State. I have piaed some
population figures for consideration of the hon. Members of the House for

their consideration and want to analyse the figures. he total population of
the United Mikir and North ¢ ahar Hiils i52,79,000 and that of the Khasi
and Jaintia Hills and Garo Hills is 7,69,380 of which mgpe than 2,035,668 are
non-tribals‘including the scheduled caste. It appears that about 5 lakhs
of the Khasi and Jaintia Hills and Garo Hills want a Hil1 State. 1 his nume-
ber is less than even one fourth of the total po

: population of 20,64,316. of the
scheduled tribes of the plains and hills, as indica

ted in the census figures.
of 1961. , , i

~ Captain WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA : W have not included in:
our scheme Plains T'ribals.

Shri BISNURAM MEDHI : The interest of the  plains. tribal
population as well as that of the hills is gOYCI’]'&;{:(‘l by Article 46 of the Con--
stitution. ~ I do not like to go into the details of it. This is meant for
the promotion and Protection of the interests of tribals of both hills and
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plains. Every one of the hon. Members of this House, who is leader of
public opinion, should see that the interest of the scheduled tribes of the hills
as well as those of the plains should receive full protection under Artiicle 46

of the Constitution. 1am quite sure that all the Members should come
together and wake an carnest effort and see how to promote the welfare of
t_hc scheduled tribes of the hills and plains and protect them from exploita-
tion as envisaged in the Constitution.  To be precise and save tim=, I crave
the indulgence of the House to make a

1967]

cc & statement giving the circumstances and

the background for consideration of the hon. Members in considering the
proposed reor anisation scheme. = I hope they will keep. an open mind and

dispassionately consider my submission,

It is known to you, Sir, and the hon. Members of this House that
China, even after vacating the aggression of our sacred soil and unilaterally
withdrawing her Military forces, have been continuously making massive
military preparaiion all along the Macmohon line, threatening our inde-
‘pendence and our democratic way of life and entered into an unholy
alliance with Paki-tan and supplied arms and Military equipments to them
with an evil and inimical design against India and is now waiting only
for an opportunity to launch a combined attack on this strategic North

East Frontier of India.
preparedness and Pakistan sending in-
ga hostiles and Mizo rebels under

passenger trains at
-made plastic time-

In this backzsround of military
filtrators and trained and well-equipped Na
a plan for subversive activities like the explosions. of
Lumding and Diphu, with the help of powerful foreign
bombs on 2ist Apriland 23rd April 1366, involving loss of life
and injuries to many passengers and the recent explosion of railway tracks

7 1967, as stated in the Governor’s

on 18th February and 1st of March,
security and clearly indi-
ve situation and is

Address, it posses a threat to Assam’s infegrity and
cates that the State of Assam is passing through an explosi
top of crater of a voleano about to erupt. The fact
7 crores for Defence budget
facing the country will also indicate the

almost sitting at the

thatthe Central Government has allotted Rs.96

in spite of economic difficulties

danger we are facing. Considering the military preparedness of China
international design, has

with unholy alliance with Pakistan and the
been stated by my friend, Shri Deheswar Sarmah, besides hostile actions of.

some misguided hostile Naga people and Mizo rebels under planned saba-
tage activities, like the activities of exploding trains in Lumding and Diphu,
not simple bombs but plasiic time-bombs used by them, it indicates the
danger we arc facing. These people have received training on guerilla war-

fare in forcign land. We are_thus passing through an explosive situation.

At such a juncture it is the duty of every citizen and all political parties to

uniie to save the situation which may ultimately jeopardise the very security

and integrity of this State. i s —

" Capt. WILLIAMSON A, SANGMA: Who are these Hajongs ?

Shri BISNURAM MEDHI: Captain Sangma is aware that there
are large number of Hajongs all along the borders of the Garo Hills,
I am talking Hajongs of Pakistan. -

(Interruption) .

Hajongs are there. According to the design of the unfrien
missionaries, these Hajongs and Ansars are trained in warfare and they are
well armed. - v

dly foreign
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" Capt. WILLIAMSON A.SANGMA: Whether these Hajongs are
Hindus or they are Muslims ?

Shri BISNURAM MEDHI : Majority of them are tribals (Hindus).
There may be some converted to Christianity.

My point is: ‘iF they _rush to take the va}uabl_e natuial and mineral
resources of Garo Hills and invade our country, it will not be possible to
defend our country. Unless all of us combine together and unless the
entire population of the entire country Join together, it will not he
possible to resist them, For example, when there is flood, all sections of
people combine together, just like ants for safety, When flood comes, the
ants for the sake of safety and security, lump together and unite together
to float.

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA. . Sir, so far my knowledge goes,
none of these Hajongs is Christian,

(4 Voice—Hajongs ave tribals)

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Barbhog): Sir,

Hajongs arc mostly Hindus, There may be some converts. That js a
different thing.

Shri BISNURAM MEDEI : But, my whole idea is about foreign
design. Some foreign missicnaries _open W(‘:H'are centres, attract people,
guide or misguide them to work against the interest of India. What they
have done in Nagaland ? So, I appeal to the Central Government to
see that the uncompromising demand of a group of hostie Nagas, even
after the constitution of the Nagaland into a full-fledged State and heing
administered by the popular representatives of the Naga Hills and clected
on adult franchise, appears to be the root cause . of the trouble in Naga
Hills. The negotiation with the hostiles over the head of the Iega.ﬁy
constituted Government of Nagaland has, on the other hand, encouraged
them to continue their guerilla tactics and depradation in different parts
of Assam after receiving training and arms in Pakistan, thus Jjeopardising
our security and giving incentive to the Mizo rebels to follow their method
of violence as I anticipated long ago, My advice at that time, as
the Chief Minister, was not accepted on many matters and that was
one of the rcasons why I gave up responsibility and went away from Assam,
and almost after 9 years I again have entered Assam politics here seeing
the danger that is ahead of wus, and placed my services at the ciisposal
of the Government and the members of the ‘House. 1. am grateful
to the people of Assam and other Parties to allow me to be elected
to this House without contest. That is why my informal efforts will
be always directed 10 bring the Government apd Opposition close
together as we are facing danger ahead of us, '

“In view of the geographical position and interdependent economy
of the Hills and Plains, the welfare of the great collection of (he people
in varying stages of socio-cconomic dc.velogme_nt- and speaking differcnt
fanguages, living in the Hills and Plains in this reglon  forming the
North - East Frontier of India, will depend on thejr ability to live
together as brothers and friends in an atmosphere of mugyal understand-

-

Ing under one administrative set-up for quick, integrated, unhampered

e
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socio-economic development of this region to make it selfssufficient in
all essential commoditics to meet any emergency,”’

This is very necessary. We cannot stand against our enemies, if
we divide ourselves. Hostiles will find their way if we do not join hands
together.

«“We the people of the Plains fully appreciate the aspirations of the
people of the Hills for all-round socio-economic development of the Hills
and to advance according to their genius. We arc anxious to provide
maximum autonomy for accelerating the speed of deveclopment of the
arca while at the same time maintaining the integrity and. unity of the
Siate of Assam for the hest interest and welfare of the Hills and
Plains,

From securlity and defence point of view and for economic
development, people living in this region will have to play very important
role and work together as equal partners with a sense of dedication for
building up @ Prosperous Assam by their joint efforts as equal partners
to enable every citizen in this region to share the prosperity equitably
and march together for consolidation of national unity, progress and
richer life for all.”

But, I cannot understand why there is some sortofl misunderstand-
ing between us, There must not be any quarrel amongst the brothers.
I invite Captain Sangma who is representing the Hills people to come
to the plains and see the cffect of floods himself. He will find the
plains which is supposed to be full of resources are not as developed
as he thinks. Please come and visit these areas where nineand a half
lakhs of backward tribals and other classes of people are living. They
have no roads—they cannot go out from the villages. They are
living in a wretched condition. A few Minfsters cannot build a
country unless cvery officer and every people feel that it is their
country and they will have to work together as equal partners for the
development and prosperity of the country. But that ideal or moral
spirit is not there. That is, there is suspicion and doubt. It is up
to the youngmen of the country to rise to the occasion and make efforts to
solve the problems unitedly. Believe in God. Of course many may not believe
in God. We are getting old, probably that is why we believe in God.
Unless there is a moral foundation the society cannot be built up to serve
a1l the people. Unless they come together, sit together and resolve their
differences amicably, they cannot come to a correct solution of the problems
.conducive to the best interest and welfare of the peoples of Hills and Plains.

«The people of the Plains apprchend that there will be separation
of the Hillsand the Plains,” 1 am speaking what is the view of more
than one crore of plains people and 13 lakhs of tribal people living in the
Hills. I appeal to you all to consider this view of the people. I do
not say that you should come to a decision at once.

«The people of the Plains further apprehend that the separation of the
Hills and Plains and constitution of separaté units of different hills under
the proposed Federal Structure of administration is likely to lower the
status of Assam as «A® class State and such -separation will not only
hamper the integrated economic development of the area but will also

retard the process of emotional integration and sirengthening the bond
of unity and solidarity amongst all sections of the people essential to
gerve as bulwark of defence. The difficulties of economic planning and
execution of such plan is likely to increase in case the Hills and Plains
are separated or divided specially if the background is one of suspicion
which is likely to follow and accentuate in connection with
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minor watters such as fixation of boundaries and division of assets and

amper.the rapid cconomic development of both Hills and Plains to the
s > v - 33 3
detriment of the interest of both, ;

-The plains people further feel that the new federal structure of
administration in this region surrounded by unf‘nencl‘ly -f‘O-l‘Clgl'E countries
in unholy alliance and upsetting the present sct..up.r 0{_‘ administration instead
of solving the problems c‘f: Hills and I’_Iam.s‘; and b nging the people together
for the common goecd of cvery ome 1s likely to release divisive forces of
disruption, tension and suspicion beyond the contro]
structure to be a dangerous cxperiment not conducive
the Hills and Plains. Such separatist forces are likely to accentuate-and
disintegrate the State into sm

aller units as now demanded by the Mizo
Hills. Such experiment in Assam Hills may also rouse similar demands

from all Hills areas of all the States, all along the sensitive border south of

ina beginning from Darjeeling to Kashmir and those States 1o the north,
cast and south of Pakistan™ and is likely to endanger the unity and solidarity
of India, undermining the defence of this Strategic State ag well as of India
fabric of India. The entire  India

and ultimately weaken poltiical
if we just follow -the example of Nagalang and Mizo

would be disintegrated
Hills and try to separate the Hills from the Plains wh; ch is just like cutting g
e the whole Nation, the Composite cuj.

hand or a leg of a man. We constitut
ture we have built here in Assam. ‘Iribals and non-Tribals have taken the best
what is best in us. - 80 there

from each other. They have also absorbed
isa composite culture; the history tells like that, We  used 14 live in
amity and friendships even in peace  or war, at every time, helping
cach other. That is how we could repel the Mogul invasion of Assam, T
am quite sure Capt. Saazma and his paity is patriotic N0Igh to see that

'8N to the advantage of

they do not fall a victim to any inlternznionail des
our enemies. Let us make an carnest effort to live together and byipe together
the heart of men, closer together, and try to work Whoh‘hc&rtedly for che good
of the entire State. Separation is likely to endanger the Unity and solidarity
of India and ultimately weaken the political fabric of Thdizeras | have
alrcady stated, encouragement nfintc-_rq_razer.@ development and emotional
integration of the people of the Fijlls 1% Cssential . in ~ordep that it
may serve as a strong  bul-wark of defence of North-East corner of
Indian Republic. I can wunderstand when Mz, Sangma  gsaid that
you must keep them _contented.‘ That._is our duty ; the duty of the
leaders of both the Hills and the Plains to sce how we ¢an Tfemove the
sense of frustration that is lingering in their minds that theis progress
is very slow, There are places even mnow where it takes  ahout
a month for a Ilctter to reach. It ig intolerable; They cannot feel
the glow of freedom. It is the duty of the lcild-'!ll‘S- You have been leaders
of this entire State for 5 years and let us work together [or these 5 years
and sce what we cando, And that js why my cflorss wip always he to
strive for unity. Lt

Capt. WILLTAMSON A. SANGMA.: For the last’ 20 Vears ?

Shri BISNURAM MEDHI : There VEIoRsotte iy
not like to go into these. Why 1?3'5‘130““”3.“’,"‘]_ou", fistakes? We should
put a stop to them, and try to avoid the D FIENONI s towards
@ prosperous welfare State, Frce and unhampered Conlacts on social,
cultwral, economic -and political  planes between the people of

is takes, I do

of tenuous federal
to the welfare of
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the . Plains and Hills should be encouraged to develop and all artificial
administrative barriers should be removed so that the suspicion and
misunderstanding that arose during the British period due to the close door
policy of divide and rule adopted by them for their  interest may
gradually vanish and help in strengthening the bond of unity between
them. rlains people feel that the process of further disintegration at this
juncture should be stopped for the welfare of the Hills and the Plains
as well as of India as a whole specially when the foreign countries
inimically disposed towards India are knocking at our door and pose a
serious threat to our Independence. The very fact that we are allotting
Rs. 967 crores for the purpose of defending our couniry shows
that emergeney is at our door. At this critical period in our
history, it is up to us, the representatives of the Hills and Plains
citizens to be vigilant and alert and tosink all our difference
united against this mecnacing attitude of our unfriendly
perspective, that we may not be taken by
surprise just like during the last Chinese aggression. I do feel that the
proposed reorganisation of the Statec of Assam should be considered as
above party interest and treated as a national problem of great importance.
We fully appreciate the aspirations of the people of the Hills for fuller
autonomy (subject to National Unity and Integrity) and are anxious to
find out a solution of the problems of the Hills and Plains as quickly
as possible on the basis of providing maximum autonomy to the Hill
areas to develop and advance according to the genius of these people
while at the same time maintaining the integrity, unity and stability
of the State of Assam as desired by Prime Mirvister Pandit Nehru till
1964 before his departure from this land. I need not go into details
because my friends Capi. Sangma and Mr. Nichols-Roy have digested
this report and know every detail about it and they know what was
the desire of the Prime Minister. His desire was to maintain unity
of the State. From little differenees, Capt. Sangma said, the Congress
did not accept the recommendations of the Pataskar Commission.

and all
and stand
neighbours. It is in this

Capt. WILLTAMSON A. SANGMA : I mean reduced  Plan.

Shri BISNUR;_&.M_ MEDHI : The only difference is by way of
suggestion. There is time even now to consider how that can be made
successful. The Congress said that it wasonly a suggestion. Consistent
with the joint and collective responsibilities, the responsibility in  selecting
Minister [rom the Hills should be that of Chief Minister. A convention
can be established by agreement. That convention, by mutual agrecment,
if it is established we can work and give a trial to it and that convention
can have a statutory effect also. If the President is allowed under some pros
vision of the Sixth Schedule to issue instrument of instructions to the Governor
to follow certain conventions in the matter of selection of Ministers from hills,
that can be very easily done and no amendment of the Constitution is
necessary for that purpose. For a federal set-up of administration the
amendment of the Constitution will be necessary. All these will cause
delay and settling up of boundaries and division of propertics will take away
the years of the Fourth Five Year Plan. We have not been able to make any
progress cither in the Hills or in the Plains or control flood while the enemy
is knocking at the door. Should we as intelligent leaders of this strategic
State sit down helpless instead of trying to evolve a formula which can e
worked with success? So, I appeal to them to give another chance, sit down
with a good grace and try to find out an agreed solution. A solution which je

imposed never works well,
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r : est way is so try to find out an agreed solution of thc
gg%{ﬂ: ’s;hih:t the lgaders of the Hills and Plains can work together
for the good of the people. Sir, so far as the ordinary people are concerned,
there is no difference between the Hill people and the Plain people,
except the millionaires who live in the towns. _What is the earning of the
poor people in the Hills and Plains ? There is no difference. Therefore,
we have to elevate the entire country. Sir, as I cannot make my hand
stong by feeding the hand and to make my hand strong T am to feed my
stomach, so also we cannot make our country strong unless we improve
the lot of all the people, Therefore, let.us: -sit down and try to find
out some agreed sloution so that we may prosper, and we may ' gettle
our disputes, And after m

aking our couantry strong, let wus extend our
help to outside (the bell rang).

It is upto the people of the Hills and Plains, representing different
sheds of public opinion, and their representatives in this august  House
to rise up to the occasion and sit round a table and discuss “flijs
matter Of re-organisation of the State to satisfy the aspirations “of ‘the
people of the Hills dispassionately with an open mind and  make ‘an
carnest effort to understand each others, difficulties and o come to an
agreed solution or to eyolve an agreed formula in this matter of yjya)
!mportance as may be conducive to the best interest and ‘welfare of ¢k
people of the Hills and Plains living together in an  atmosphepe - ‘;-
mutual understanding, R, 1

With these words I appeal to you to consider all t
an open mind and try to find o

hese agpectsg it
ut a way so that w & Yuth
agreed solution.

€.can arrive at ap
e FESAP 8

I hope you will excuse me for making a written speech
could not help it because I consider j P ¢

t to be g VETY important )
involving the future of Assam and India and the Gare . 4 K

people living in the border areas, Sir, the other da Ronlc, and Khasi
disappointed to find that some Central Korhiathi
about the Nagas. But this sort of allurement does not hé]p in s }?‘tgug
of the problem and that is why this problem hag not heen qolvod?‘ ‘1’%11
should not commit mistake after mistake. The Céntral lea de;rs’ eh.._,]e
realise their mistakes and should try to rectify them s Wr‘sfognd
letter to them warning them «gainst such mistake r:md' 4 ‘chink]tT egwa
will have to consider these matters. Once a mistake i committt d"t‘ 5
should be rectified and we should nittted, that
instead of correcting ourselves if we go

try to understand eqc); other. But
‘ On committing mistakes affer rmjstal.
then that will lead us to ruin. y : e B er,.mlstgkgs

But. T

. was ore
Ministers declared Sady

With these few words 1 thanl_; the hon, Members of this H
the hon. Speaker for _giving me this OPportunity t0 speak. L‘és?‘-ggigﬂ‘%
. n Lt Aotk i et i strength
to speak. ; =

ooy, 1 would aginappeal to leaders of the g o Plains_to
o T, these aspects “of the problem dispassionately g they should ‘ry
t0 put.an end to this fissiparous  tendency. B3 ast bat
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he Capt.r WILLiAMSON A. SANGMA : Sir, as you are aware, the
on, _Member Shri Medhi made certain references to myself. Therefore,
s Tust be given a chance to give personal  explanation. He made
staﬁ ated reference to me giving. at the same time some sort of wrong
ements, Therefore, I should be given a chance to explain myself
with Tegard to those references.

W My, SPEAKER: Capt. Sangma, thercis no provision for a reply.
Ve shall, however, consider your point afterwards. In the meantime
€t the debates continue.

gii  Shri ROTHINDRA NATH SEN (Karimganj-North): Mr. Speaker,
¥, Just now we have heard a very illuminating, well-thought and emo-
tional speech from our veteran Leader of the State Shri Medhi. Sir, I come
from 5 very remote border constituency of the State and I represent the
People living in that distressed area. Sir, in the course of debate on the
Vernor’s address about 50 or 52 hon. Members have taken part discussing
00 many jssues. So, I would not like to repeat those and I shall only
confine myself to a few instances of law and order, re-organisation of the
State and infiltration, and I shall not take much of the time of the House.

: Sir, the Governor in his address has stressed on the law and order situa-
sy, ‘and 'in complacency characterised it as satisfactory, but unfortunately

e has. canveniently forgotten to make mention about a recent occurrence
Ihat has taken place in Gobindapur, about which village he mentioned with
regard to firing during the time of cultivation. Sir, village Gobindapur
1S just on the border of Karimganj Subdivision and East Pakistan and the
distance between this village and Pakistan horder would not be more than
1} furlongs. There we have got two check-posts one of which is adjacent
to Gobindapur. The village Gobindapur consists of only 6 Hindu Nama-
sudra families, and you will be surprised to hear that on the previous mght
of the General Election . e., the 20th February, 1967 the Pakistan Security
Forces ‘entered that village and kidnapped all the 25 Hindu villagers, all were
Vvoters, leaving none hehind and took them and confined them in Pakistan
camp for the whole day of 21st February 1967. On the 2lst February night
they let them off at their sweet will. On that morning of 2]st February
we_informied the Superintendent of Police and the Subdivisional Ofﬁfzer of
the incident. They hurried to the spot immediately and informed Shillong
by wireless on that very day. Butitis most surprising that this most import-
ant. adatter, this incident of 2lst of February failed to find any mention
in the Governor’s address. It can easily be understood to meet whose interest
the Hindu voters were kidnapped. Some hon. Members have found satisfas
ction with the Governor’s address because of his mention about the law and
order situation. But so far as we are concerned, we the people of the
bordering areas, particularly of Karimganj and East Pakistan border areas
feel that we ate not living under any Government whatsoever, no adminis-
tration worth the hame is there. Sir, much has been talked about P_alflstan
infiltration. This infiltration is inexorably connected with the partition of
India based as it is on most unreasonable and artificial considerations, What

—

it . i i i R S - —

*Speech not corgected
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is this partition ? If Mabibuddin lives on tbr: other s‘tdc of tl}e borcltzfrtli)(f:
India, in Pakistan, his brother Imrqarnuddm has to live on this '51d(_: ) e
India border within a stone’s throw d:s_stancc between two houses. : This is :
condition in the border arcas at Mahisasan and Latu. If the Cxover_nmenI
is labouring under any impression of being abie to check this infiltration,
feel, Sir, they are living in fool’s parc}dlse. Unless and until some very specia
measures are taken, this most complicated and most serious problem c;}nnOt
be solved. We who live on this side of the border of India, both Hindus
and Muslims, will have to live together, we were living together, and we will
continue to live together. Therefore when we talk about this most delicate
and emotional problem, we must look to the matter in its proper perspective.
Since this border with Pakistan has been fixed on the basis of most un-
realistic considerations, most unmethodically and without basing it on
any natural barrier to keep these two countrics, Pakistan and India, separate
from each other, how will it be possible to check the infiltration ? Hon.
Chiefl Minister in course of his statement very correctly said that we have
a very vast border and therefore it is obviously not possible for any Gove-
roment to check this complicated problem of infiltration unless and until
the people at large come forward to help the Government inthe matter
not only to ensure .tl}e security of the State but also for- maintaining the
peace and tranquxl!lty_ in the border areas and this problem needs discus-
sion dispassionately with all parties concerned instead of creating bad
blood through heated discussion in this Hous

| ¢. But may [ ask why in spite
of our having such a big Border Sccurity F

orce and in spite of gq many
assurances from Government, why cven today columns of varioys news-

papersin the country are filled with innumerable reports of hundreds of
cattle being lifted away from our side to Pakistan ? Are we to think that
without any help from people living on this side of the border, Pakistanis
come all on a sudden and lift away our cattie in hundreds day in and day
out ? Sir, it is the duty of our Government, our

it Security Forces to find
out the rcasons therefor. Unless that root cause is found out and sufficient

steps taken to climinate it, this colossal waste of our cattle wealth, which

is, more or less, the back-bone of the agricultural socicty, cannot he
stopped. -

Sir, we have had the opportunity of hearing quite a number of illuminat-
ing speeches on the Governor’s Address, but unfortunately no one else
except my hon. fr1ex_1d Shri S.al}en Medhi from our side in course of his
speech on the Resolution for shifting of the capital from Shillong, made any
mention whatsoew;r about the fate ot the people living in Shillone. the
capital town, during the recent disturbances. Governor’s Address does
not contazin a linc about these distressed people, a5 if this Government
has no responsibility towards these people. T do Not mean to say that there
would not be any occasional breach of peace, some hooliganism here and
there, but certainly we will mind it

inly. very seriously if this Govermment
totally fail to maintain peace as and when ‘such troubleg take place and

that too in this capital town of Skillong. Ay the same time we are grate-
ful to our friend Mr. S. D. D. Nichols-Roy for his last minute efforts to main-
tain law and order here and save the humanity, e, Sir, was moving
about almost like a mad man here and *hel‘e_ln his bid to maintain peace
in the town, We are very grateful for all his cfforys, Sir, during those
days, [ am sorry to mention tha_t this (‘El.].)ltizl City was, as’ it were, left
entirely to the mercy of the hooligans. Sir, it 8 most surprising to see
that this Government in its wisdom has not considered it necessary to set



1957] OEBATTE ON THE GOVERNOR’S ADDRESS 395 .

es sustained by these
f the disturbance that
The Guovernment not

ap a machinery to enquire about the loss and damag
unfortunate citizens of Shillong during those days o
occurred during the last part of February last.

only failed to maintain law and order, but it even has not cared to
know where and how these unfortunate victims of hooliganism should
be rehabilitated, these poor Government employees and traders some
how eking out their existence by a small ‘pan’ shop here or a small
grocery shop there whose shops were looted and burnt down. Sir, I
propos¢ to submit petitions of some 32 victims of hooliganism to the
Deputy Leader of the House th:ough you for such consideration as he may
think necessary. I would appeal to the House to see whether this Govern-
ment has any responsibility towards these helnless people who for no fault
of their own have been rendered homeless and helpless. I leave it to the
Government to consider whether this Government has any responsibility
towards these 32 unfortunate families. The Government may in their
wisdom burn these petitions, throw thzm in waste paper basket or render

relief.

While speaking about reorganisation of the State hon, Shri Debeswar
Sarmah veiy rightly said that Delhi-wallas very convenien'ly forget about
“the prohlem of Clachar, if the State is bifurcated. Sir, we are practically
living in the bed of Pakistan. We do not like to stand on the way of our
Hill “brethren in their aspirations to get a State of their own. It is for them
to decide and it is alsofor the Governme=nt of India to decide about this
problem. We will certainly make appeal to our Hill leaders, to our Hill
friends to think about the people of Cachar. Let them get the Hill State, we
will be completely

_havc no_objccticm, my submission is that Cachar !
isolated if the Hill State is created. Sir, my friend Mr. Nichols-Roy told in
this very floor of the House that he does not himself favour spliting the

eastern region of India t> several units. So a Hill Stateis a certainty.
If the Hill State is constituted with the North Cachar Hills what wili be
the position of Cachar? The pcople of Cachar will be left entirely at the
mercy of Pakistan. The Government should think about the fate of
Cachar and the State of Tripura. Thereis only one road communication
to Tripura via Karimganj. So bothk Tripura and Cachar will be entirely at

the mercy of Pakistan.

Recently, Sir, one division has been created comprising Mizo Hills
and Cachar District with a Commissioner as the Liaison Officer. All com-
‘munications have to be made t0 him through the Civil D. C., Cachar
which takes quite a long time and after that only the correspondences

It of this at the time of the

can be made with the State capital. As a resu )
closing of the financial year many grants-m-md have been held up and the

‘Municipality will suffer a lot.

e creation of this division. I do not
at all necessary only in the districts of
me a sort of evil sore of body of
I in the December last. Sir, we
t that before the re-organization
t of Assam and India and

We have been separaied by th
understand why this Liaison Officer 1
‘Clachar and Mizo Hills, We have becc
Assam for which we have been €uat O
‘would just impress upon the Governmen
.of the State of Assam both the Governmen
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the Hill 1

tl ; 5 thlnk fol thﬁ u C

Places do not syffer, Cachar should not be left out to its
chsadvantage_

(The bell rings)

Sir, in the Governor’s Address there is mention about some _in.quhtm-s, to

be made by Ommission.  Sir, it appears to us that the Commtssngn 18 just
lnvestigating the WIong doings of the Government. G vernment is expert
in killing the innocent peoplé_ The Government is keen on using fire-arms

Sir, the Government have set up a Commission to go into the police
Wrings in Silchay, The Government have spent about 3 lakhs of rupees
from the exchequer of Asgam.

(The bell rings again)

Sir, give me only a fe s minutes ; I shall finish, This is the first time
I am sPeaking on Grvernor’s Address. Sir, Counsel was brought from
Bihar. Lakhg of Tupees have been spent, but the report of the firing
commission has pot yet been published, although the Chief Minister of
Assam told in the month of December on the floor of this House that
the Mehrotra Commission’s Report would be published. Bu? today it ‘is
1967 vet the Mehrotra Commission’s Report on Silchar firing has' ngt
yet been published

The Chief Minister has kept it in the cold storage
in spite of hig assurances,

(Voices: Shame ! Shame !)

So there is hardly any necessity for holdin
because the Report of (e same shall never

to sugest that if the Commission

gany Commission of Enquj
be published. 1 would like

is constituted no outside Lawyer should
be brought because when we bring Cownsel from outside lakhs of rupees
shall have to be spent.  Let our Lawyers and Advocates from Bar conduct
the enquiry.

Here again, I want to mention onl

y One point—that is ahg
ment problem, There is

) ut unemploy-
already thousand of unemployed people on the
street and if the Federation Scheme is materialised it

will be a colossal
problem. T want to ask the Government whether they have ever thought
about this problems whether the Gouvernment have thought about the fate
of those people who would be thrown out of employment p Both the Govern-
ment of Assam and the Government of Ind_la should consider this aspect
of the matter and think seriously to settle this problem, Sir, when in 1965
there was a strike in the Shillong Secretariat ng less a person. than the
Hon’ble Chief Minister gave assurance on the floor of thig House that
if the strikers resumed their work there will be no victimisation, On the
15th April, 1965 the employees of the Secretariat resumed their work but
Contrary to the assurance given by the Ghief Minister twq People were vieti-
mised. They have been dismissed from service and they are one Shri
Bhagaban Das and Shri Pijush Hoar. After 1-}}116 General ction, Sir, when
the Opposition Parties in some State formed

le
¢ Cabinet, they have in their
mployees. In the

Wwisdom withdrawn al] the proceedings drawn against the

#

g
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State of Bihar this is done. In the changed situation I think such psychology
should be created and the employees should be taken into confidence at this
crucial juncture. I, therefore, appeal to the Chief Minister and ruling party
to reconsider their decision taken about 2 years before and reinstate Shri P,
Hoar and Shri Bhagaban Das in their services. If the Government is really
the guardian of the people, they should not be offended with the child.
Whatever offences they have made, as guardian the Government should treat
them as their own children.

Lastly, Sir, I have a suggestion to make. It is very unfortunate that we
are creating a very bad blood. Herc in India we will have to live
together. Both the Hindus and the Muslims must live together. So far my
district is concerned there is no such bad feeling. We have been sent here by
the people to-discuss our problems ana find out their solution but not to create
bad blood. -  We have heard that there is more than one lakh infiltrators, the
Government of India said about 7 lakhs 50 thousand and our Government
reported that there is about one lakhs twenty-two thousand. Deportation has
not been made on a large scale otherwise how there can be such a big number?
So, Sir, unless we create a psychology of patriotism by the majority commu-
nity, it will not be possible to tackle this problem and solve it succeéssiully.
We must make our people consider themselves as the citizens of India. They
must not be allowed to feel aggrieved. We have made the business commu-
nity aggrieved. So I appeal to the Government to look into this matter and
try to solve the problem in right earnest.

Thank you, Sir.

*Shri BAZLUL BASIT (South Salmara): Mr. Speaker, Sir, in sup-
port of the motion I like'to place a few points for my observations. Sir, the
Governor has given us a clear idea of this Statc regarding the past achieve-
ment and the future activities that will have to be performed. Sir, our
State is surrounded by the forcign countries from which any aggression
may come. fn this condition, Sir, not only the security problem
but the unity and integrity and the feeling of oneness must be roused
thiroughout the whole State very unitedly. The people of Assam must
be united and must be alert in this regard. We should get ourselves
separated from any pursonal interest, from any class intciest or any
community interest. Therefore, Sir, I believe we should work together
for' security, safety and integrity of the country. Sir, as regards infiltra-
tion many speeches have been delivered in this august House and many
important opinions have also been expressed._ In this regard there is no
good if we cannot live unitedly, safely and with the past also. Therefore,
Sir, every community must respect the feslings of the other community. Sir
infiltration, i. ¢., illegal infiltration must be driven out from the country and
there is no different opinion in this matter. No chance should be given to
the outsiders who live in this country without valid order. But, Sir, in
driving out the illegal foreigners we must not ha_ra‘ss‘t!le Ilné:l_lan }?eopie.
Sir, in my Constituency - Indian persons,wha are _hvmg ?n n ‘1a for years
together and being river eroded have been sh1f'_ted to (_)t'llﬁl-. place, but
up till now they have not been given Jands for their rehabilitatorn and they
are harassed in various ways. I also understood that some erosion affected
persons were shifted to other places temporarily and they were also served
notice to quit the place immediately. Very curiously, Sir, the Police have

e

; *Speech not corrected.
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served notices to the Indian citizen, also and thereby harassing the innocent
persons. Therefore, I appeal to the Government as well asto the people
that these sorts of harassment must be stopped. Sir, as regards development
of the Siate, the Governor has given us an 1dea what is going to be done,
but you see, Sir, as regards Goalpara District a great cry of people is that this
District is neglected in various ways. This District is educationally backward
as well as Industrially. Therefore, Sir, it is the fecling of the people that for
the all round development of the District all measures should be taken first,
Sir, in my District there is a big trouble, i.e.. the trouble of erosion
thousands of people are eroded every year in this District and are remaining
without shelter, without homestead land. >0, I appeal to the Government,
Sir, to provide them with cultivable lands and homestead lands immediately.
For long time past this is a food defiicit Subdivision, so care should be taken
to provide land to those river eroded persons. Sir, if all the landless and
eroded persons are provided with lands and if they are given chance to work
in the Industries, ¢. ¢., (small and laige) then they will get chance to feed

their children. tir, many hon. Members have discussed about corruption,

Nobody could deny about it and it should be considered how to root out this
corruption. With these few words, Sir, I support the motion moved by my
friend, Shri Sarma.

(The Speaker in the Chair)

Maulavi ABDUL MUSAWWIR CHOUDHURY (Rupahihat): Sir,
this is the third time I have not been allowed to speak.

Mr. SPEAKER : Up till now, 35 speakers have spoken and majority
of them from the Opposition. More time has also been given to Opposi-
tion. [ am trying oy best to accommodate all the speakers, but you know
also that our tirre is lhmited. A Minister has to reply. Therefore, unless
you co-operate, it is difﬁcult. to accommodate all the speakers. M.
Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya will now speak.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Barbhag): Mr. Speaker,
Sir, shorn of the ceremonies, the Governor’s Address has nothing to do with
the person or personality of the Governor. It is the policy statement of
the Government for which the Cabinet is entirely responsible. Now, the
present address having come after the General Electi
momentous document of great public importance. In view particularly of
the fact that legs and soles move together u.qtl'} the bOdy, the present Address
is entirely disappointing. It appears thatit is a catalogue, and I should
say, a callous catalogue, preparcd by a heartless |bur0aucracy living at
an Olympian height and without any connection with the state of affairs in
the midst of the people, and the bureaucracy appears 1o be unwilling and
incapable of appreciating the mood and the needs of the people.

Sir, the results of the Fourth General Election are there, 1¢ may be
interpreted according to one’s own way, but the figures show here the’
present party in power occupies 57 per c:tem %f the seats in this House
having polled only 43 per cent of the vo e?- There may pbe people who
regret that the towering edificc which was built by Gandhiji ‘and Nehru
has toppled down in several places and even the foundation has started
cracking, There may be again others who rejoice that the citadel of cor-
ruption, conservatism and hypocrisy is toppling down and a new era is
dawning in India.

On was expected to be a
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being elected as the Speaker of the House, you were

pleased to say that democracy is a system of Government, where the
majority rules with the consent of the minority. 2ir, I go a step further
and say that democracy is not only a system of Government, it is a way of
life where every man must have equal opportunity of participation in every
sphere of social life, where service is before self, where the country is before

hough they are flowers in a garden

party and where the people live as t
where many colours bloom. Democracy is a symphony which has many

strings and yet one tune.

Sir, on your

Now, in our country, 20 years of Congress misrule has degeaerated
democracy into a mere form bereft of its content. For the last 20 years,
Government have substituted speech for action, promise for performance.

People have expressed their anger against this state of affairs. But it will
ave rejected the Congress altogether.

be wrong to think that the people h
y a Government of democratic unity

The replacement of Congress rule by _
was possible ; but we also have failed like Congress to read the writings on

the wall ; we also could not properly appreciate and evaluate the depth of
people’s resentment against the Congress and could not pose an alternative
which only a democratic united front could have dene. We must, there-
fore, realise that the results of the General Election are not only a scrious
warning to the Congress, it ought o bean eye opener to the Opposition as
well.  We must take the lessons with humility as well as firmness. The cor-

will try to disrupt our efforts for a

rupt administration and its henchmen w:
They will try to blunt the sharpness of our

broad-based democratic unity.

attack against their misdeeds and corruptions by patronisingly sermonising
us to be constructive towards them. We must remember that there can be
no compromise with sin. We must remember that people have sent us here
not to be apologists of the Congress Government, but to wage relentless
battles against Gongress misrule. We shall have to function here as watch-
dogs of the best interests of the people.

remember that we are living not in a_static,
heart-searchings are not unlikely in the
correlation of forces. We
bility in no distant future.
We must, therefore, be armed with a clear, concrete z}nd time-bound pro-
gramme of action which we shall be able to carry out if we are called upon
to take the responsibility. This programme a[so.c.apnot.bc static and in-
elastic. [t must be there before the public for criticism, improvement and

enrichment.

We must, at the same time,
but in a dynamic world. Serious :
Congress ranks. There may be change in the ¢
may be called upon to share and shoulder responsi

We shall fight for sweeping land reforms inf:IUdmgC?lbOhnO;{ Oi. the
system of land revenue and proper implementqtlon of apte{ of the
Assam Land and Revenue Regulation so as to give real bpr(i{t?cuon tfg t}ﬁe
weaker sections of the peasantry. Sir, peasantry 18 the dac -Joc?efo the
nation, It shall have to be completely fl’?ed from 2 gha ?Sbaf 1 Ormrf‘IOf
feudal exploitation. Improvement of agriculture 1s Shehiex %_CI) }c;c T{d a8
agriculturist should be enabled to stand on his m’*’r]l Iegs.‘]-inne 2 (i)th;l }?lgvc
Sl o B e plngtacatland ok roxkt Cypifll s

decent standard of life. Irrigation, dramnage

be given top-priority.
Balance in agricultural and industrial prices shall have to be eflected,
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In the sphere of education and culture, there shall be—

(a) complete equality and uniformity in primary education, The two
tyPes of prireary education one, for the children of the richer section, which
Is most upto-date and sophisticated method and the other for students of
the poor section, which is called basic education but which really is only
a “Pasi-Kharahi”’ type of institution must go throughout the entire State
and (b) there must be completely free education upto the end of the
Secondary stage, (c) free collegiate education for childien of parents with
a moithly income upto Rs. 250:00 and (d) help to the Film Industry, esta-
blishment of Naticnal Theatre and Film Studio and utilisation of the
different cultural patternsof the land for rational integration which shall

have to be provided for; otherwise in spite of emotional lectures there will
not come national integration.

There must be {ree medical service 10 all citizens with
ti'n to preventive medicine being arrarged for,
vention is better than cure.

with  particular atien-
as 1t 1s known that pre-

We sh‘all ha.\_:e.to r_;leve!op an agro-industrial cconomy with workesrs’ and
consumers’ Participation in the management and provision for full employ-
ment. All the available arable surplus lard is to be scttled with

: ( 5 landless -
actual tillers, nirespective of caste, crced, language and religion and with-
out prcmium and by immediate issuc of periodic patta to (he settlement

holders.

Social security must be guaramegd to a'll citizens irrespectiv
fanguage, castc, creed orrace.  While foreign nationals, who gare i1t {he
State without authority are to be deported and our frontiers firmly guard-
ed, no Incian national must be-depori':cl or harassed under any plea or
pretext. All repressive legislations are to be scrapped. The system of
P'olice verification for lend scttlement, as has been stated by one hon,
Member [rom Barpeta shculd be abolished. Policc' verification of Persons
applying for Government jobs must be done away with.

€ of religion,

Rail, road and waterways transports and communications are to be
improved and developed further to the advantage of al] the areas of
Assam.

Irrigation and drainage measures shall have to be tak
and systematically. Speedy and adequate rehabilitation of #the, dloods ahi
crosion affectcd and other c1.1§,'placed persons shall-have to be there so thay
no man-power is wasted.  Speedy rural electrification SR 59 AnaL
power water-supply and \'\-'atcr—dmmagc_ al‘l‘angemcmr-s NI AR e i
for modernising agriculture and make it remunerative,

€N up scientifically

To carry out even this bare minimum programme,

hOWCVCI‘, a clean
administration is indispensable.

Corruption, nepotism, favmu:itfsm, _l‘ﬁd'téjplsm and
gave to be removed from the administration. Those at the top should be
hedicated souls inspired by the spirit of service, 'Wc all know how a small
dand of dedicated pairiots of the Servants of India SUciety could make a
great impact on the social life of India. We all kno

inefficiency shall

w how the examples



_the British Imperialist regime, most part of the

‘the strength of their report
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and precepts, and the examples rather than the precepts, of Gandhiji had

set the tone of the National Liberation Movement and Lelped in creating

such a towering edifice, which his unworthy successors cum saboteurs have
A clean and efficient

not been able to demolish completely up till now.

administration, willing and able to serve the common irrespective of
caste, crecd, religion, language, race, etc.,is a must for carrying out
and fulfilling the democratic programme, and on this very important pro-
gramme we envisage a new Assam, an Assam which will in fact be of the
people, by the people and for the people, which will be in all spheres,
prosperous, progressive, social, secular and which will be a unity in
diversity, which on a higher philosophical plane is called unity in contra-

dictions.

¢ have to approach the question of the pro-
posed reorganisation of the Siate of Assam. We are making earnest
endeavours to understand the question in all its aspects s9 that we will be
able to make our humble contribution to a lasting solution. The question
is neither settled nor scaled, With your permission, I would like to make a
little loud thinking and that too in my purely individual capacity.

It is in this perspective that w

We should approach the question historically and realistically. Cheap
sentimentalism will do more harm than goed. ~ We must guard against
“hig-nation chauvinism™ as well as csmall-pation sectarianism®;. because
it is only a variety of the National Question, which is a burning and
yet unsolved problem throughout the entive capitalist world, Captain
Williamson Sangma was quite correct when he said, “We are convinced
that no amount of tentalisation of various problems which are being faced
by the Hills people will be solved in the hand of the present Government”.
As a matter of fact, it is only in a socialist socicty that the national ques-
tion and the various problems arising therefrom can be finally and happily
solved. But we carnot allow the problem to drift and become extremly
complicated till socialism is achieved.

The problem was there also at the time of the Constituent Assembly.
The contradictory trends of integration and separation were there. During

hills were kept segregated
behind the notorious ‘“‘inner lines. The imperialists did not allow communi-
tion between the peoples of the plains and the hills or even between the peoples
of the Hills themselves. Up till 1947 there was little direct impact of the
National Liberation struggles in the Hills. The pattern of civilisation, cul-
ture and outlook sought to he nourished and developed in most of the hill-

regions of Assam was different from that of the plains. On the transfer of
power and division of India, imperialist agencies did everything in their power
to generate and rouse rrilitant separatism. ~It1s a \\'r.ll-knox-\(r? fact that th’?
imperialists and their agents have always been displaying 2 keen interest

in the bordering areas of Assam. As early as 1948-49, Mr. Mll]rs an Intet-
nationally known expert on the Tribes of Assam and an I1.C.S. of the steel-

frame laid stress on the importance of this strategic arca as an insulator
against the advent of new ideas.

dk - i Constituent Assembly consisting of Rev.
B b e i and Gopinath Bardoloi on

Nichols- a, Thakkar Bapa %

ichols-Roy, Rupnath Bralé?t';d July 1947 got introduced the Sixth Sche-

dule in the Constitution of India. The Constituent AssemblY hoped that
k smoothly. But 1t met with rough weather

that the Sixth Schedule would wor
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from the very beginning. Shri Bishnuram Medhj and Rev. Nichols-Roy
quarreled and Rev. Nichols-Roy found himself outside the Government.

he seeds of discontent by now became plants of disruption and the demand
for separation became vocal.

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHX (Hajo) : Sir, T want to

explain. There
Was no quarrel between myself and Rav. Nichols-Roy.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA : Let us sav there was
a dialogue, there was difference of opinion, very serious difference of opinion
between Shri Bishnuram Medhi and Rey, Nichols-Roy so much so that

Rev. Nichols-Roy could not remain in the Cabinet and had to go out
and join hands with us,

It will be noted that in the Constitution of India there was no political
status for the NEFA while it was conceded to be a part of Assam at least
geographically. At that time Shrj Bishnuram Medhi was directing a hard
line and at that time it was stated on the floor of this House that a pair of
Castrated bulls cannot succéed where the British lion failed. Manipur and
Tripura were centrally administered areas, The idea was that by the good
will of all concerned, and particularly the statesmanship of the leaders of
Assam Congress, this entire region east of East Pakistan would be integrated,
But the bus was missed and missed long long ago even before My, Chaliha
had come to power, Big national chauvinism and small nation sect

arianism
had its field day.
Then came the States Reorganisation Commission in 1955, Demang

for separate Hill State was raised again,
boycotted the S.R.C. altogether

arms for an independent State,
The States Reorganisat'ion Commjssjop came to the finding that
“Generally speaking, the United Mikir and North Cachar Hills and the
Mizo (Lushai) Hills are not in favour of 5 scparate Hill State, and that 1he
agitation in favour of the Hill State jq confined virtually to the Garo and
United Khasi and Jaintia Hills>, Again I quote: “Lven in these two dis-
tricts an influential section of OpINion vicws with disfavour the formation of
a separate Hill State”. So the S.R.(C. concluded, “Taking all these factors
into consideration, we have come to the conclusion that the formation of »
Hill State in this region is nei the_r feasible nor in the interest of the tribal
pPeople themselves”. I am referring to Paragraphs 696 and 697 Page 188
of the S. R. C. Report. The S.R. C, cmphasised that some measures
should be taken to facilitate the formation and implementation of schemes
gh the suggestion was mild, it

Of course, Nagaland pcople
and the extremists among them rose ip

for the development of these arecas, Thou
was very significant.  But the Government failed to implement j oL o
so that even Mr. Tarlok Singh, a member of the Planning Commission, as
reported by Mr. Sangma, had to say that so far as de

velopment in the Hijlls
arcas is concerned, even the surface has not been scratched.

Things did not remain static. The so-called Naga-rebellion wop its
first round of victory. ShriBishnuram Medhi was made 2 scape goat. He
Wwas kicked up from the Chief Mmmle‘rshlp of Assam to the GOVCI‘HOl‘S]ll}?
Of Madras, The illustrious team of five Stalwarts—NI.essrs_Chaliha, Ali
Ahmed, Dev Kant Borooah, Deveswar Sarma and Tripathi came down
'om  New Delhi to save Assam and to clean the “Acgian stable?’?
M Dsbeswar Sarmaly said at that time. The “Aegian stable?”

was
cleaned, Nagaland State was conceded, But the basic problems in o

ther



1967] DEBATE ON THE GOVERNOR’S ADDRESS 401

Hills were allowed to drift. Mr. Chaliha began to function morcas a dip-
lomat than as a statesman. He started and specialised in the policy of
appeasement of the so-called leaders rather than going to and winning
over the masses of the people. His critics began to say that this
appeasement policy amounted to political bribery and corruption making
many swell-headed sclf-styled leaders all the more swell-headed. But
Mr. Chaliha would not listen. I made myself unpopular among somc
Jadies and gentlemen by saying on the floor of this House that the bond
of unity which had brought the gallant band headed by Mr. Chaliha
together was their unprincipled hatred against the Medhi Government
and the thread of unity which was keeping them together was their
greed for power. What the peoples of the Plains and the Hills wanted
was not so much the change of personnel, but the reversal of the policy
pursued by the Congress Government which was detrimental to the peoples
of the Hills and Plains alike. There is absolutely no couflict of interest
between the peoples of the Plains and the Hills. It isthe ruling cliques
which have created the cleavage.

r an opportunity was

The separatist movement which was biding fo
0 which depicted the

given a good handle by the language riots of 196
Assamese people assavage chauvinists out to subjugate the Hills people
and other linguistic minoritics. The movement for separate Hills State
gathered momentum in the Garo Hills and United Khasi and Jaintia Hills.

Jawaharlal Nehru brought forward the slogan of Scottish Pattern
for the Hills areas of Assam. But it was an undcfined and vague slogan,
Sq, the Government of India appeinted on 16th March, 1965 the Com-
mission on the Hills areas of Assamn, popularly known as the Pataskar
Cgr!}rmsspn, to recommend a detailed scheme for reorganising the ad-
ministrative sct up o[. the Hill areas. I repeat “A detailed scheme fpr re-
_ organising the administrative set up of the Hill arcas” with a view to
giving a full measure of autonomy to these areas subject to the preser-

of the unity of Assam, the continuance of a common legislature
e Clabinet Government of

and joint res-

vation
in the whole State and the maintenance of tl

the accepted form functioning on the basis of collective
ponsibility to the State Assembly.

The Commission #nfer-alia suggested that for protecting the non-
Tribal minorities, the State Government chould have the right to extend
the Town Planning Act to Shillong and the adjoining areas within a
adius of 10 miles and the town of Shillong should be completely

growing r - miles
m the jurisdiction of the Disirict Council.

excluded fro

For reasons best known to the Congress Government, the Pataskar
Clommission’s recommendations were not implcmented. Mr. Sangma
presumes that the Commission in its recommendations reduced the Nehru
Plan at the instance of the Government of Assam. ;

Mr. Chaliba, instead of going ahead with the recommendations of
the Pataskar Corqmi351011 prelerred to accompany Indira Gandhi to the
Nongthymmai maidan by the end of December, 1966. Tt was probably
in the conclave of Nongthyminai that the egg of federal structure was laid
which was later on hatched at New Delhi,



.
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For three days there were discussions between Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi and Home Minister Shri Y. B. Chavain on the one hand and the
respresentatives of ihe All Parties Hill Leaders’ Confcrence on t_'hc other.
It is reported that Chief Minister Chaliha explained to the Union Home
Minis.er the views of the State Government and also placed before him
the ooinion of the Provincial Congress Commirtee. Although, the Presi-
d:nt of the Assam Pradesh Congress Commitice Mr. Sarat Sinha went
along with Mr. Chaliha to the Capital, he was not present at the talks.

Be that as it may, on the 13th January, 1967 the Home Ministry
. issued a statement which bas 3 paragraphs and it was not 2. In the
i-st paragiaph, the Government of India appreciating the politcal as-
pirations of the people of the hill areas of Assam have decided, T repeat,
have decided to reorganise the State of As:sam.

In the 2nd paragraph, federating units mind, not necessarily State)
Lhaving equal status not subordinate to one another should provide the
basis for this reorganisation. Only limited wumber of essential subjccts
of common interest would be assigned to ithe regional federation. All
thz rest of the State functions wonid be left to the federating uni s which
will have their own Legislatures and Cabinets, etc.

In the 3rd parageaph icissaid that the details of the scheme would
be worked out within 6 months by a Committee where there would be
representatives of concerned interests. At a later stage, other a lminjs-
trative units in the ecastern region may also join the regional federation
if they so please— Am I correct ? I am  subject  to corrcction if |
make a mistake ?

According to the All Parties Hill Leadcrs’ Corfercnce Leaders, (he
Home Ministry made it clear that the entire Hill areas of Assam co-
vering the Hill Districts of Khasi and Jaintia Hills, Garo Hills, North
Cichar Hills, Mikir Hills and Mizo Hills would form one federating
unit, Mr. Chaliha neither confirmed nor denied it.  He preferred to follow
the maxim of “silence is golden’ and was rewarded with lavish com-
piments by the Home Ministry sources that Mr. Chaliha displaycd’ a
statesmanlike approach to an issue thathad been a source of conflict.

The All Parties Hill Leaders’ Conference circles were jubilant that
they got all the powers minus all the responsibilities. The All  Partics
Hill Leaders’ Conference leaders got the reception at Borjhar on their
return from New Delhi as Julius Ceasar would get on his return to Rome
after his conquests abroad. It appeared now that itwas only a matter
of course that the All Parties Hill Leaders’ Conference leaders would have

~an easy walk overin the General Elcction in all the Hill Distri.cts. But
miracle did not happen. While there was a clean sweep in their favour
in the Garo and United K hasi and Jaintia Hills, they were equally cleanly
al_ld convincingly rejected in the Mikir and North Cachar Hills. They
did not put up any candidatein the Mizo Hills.

There was utter confusion and dismay in the Plains Districts.
Shri Bishnu Ram Medhireacted against the Federal Plan—I should say
immediately after the recommendation. Shri Debeswar Sarmah advised
the people to wait and ses. Slowly but steadily the students and youths

#d
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of Assam rose against the plan and a section of them at one time backed
by the Assam Sahitya Sabha gave a call to boycott the Elections on .
this issue. :

On 3lst January, 1967 Shri Chaliha through a special messenger sent
to the All Assam Students Union his cryptic and evasive reply - that re-.
organisation must not lower the status of Assam. He did not clarify as
to which Assam he meant—the Hills Assam, the Plains Assam or the
new born freak of a Federation which the All Parties Hill Leaders’ Con- .
ference leaders characterised as a super Zopal Gouncil to handle the com-
mon Zonal problems on a zonal basis after the creation of a Hills State. -

On the eve of the State-wide Hartal on 10th February, 1967, Shrimati
Indira Gandhi gave another evasive statement to the eflect that the plan
was yet to be finalised. She, however, did not say whether the Govern-
ment decision dated 13th January was rescinded or revised. However,.
the All Parties Hill Leaders’ Conference leaders criticised this statement as
a tight-rope dance.

Mr. Wiliamson Sangma has said in this House categorically that there
are only two alternatives left to us. Either we accept the Federal Plan
of bifurcation of Assam into two distinct units with some sort of a super-
zpnal statutory authority with equal representation from both the federa-'
ting units for a very limited number of comnon subjects or a separate
Hill .State clean-cut. The All Parties Hil Leaders’ Conference does not re-
cognise separate existence of Mikir Hills, North Cachar Hills, and Mizo
Hills as political entities and they think that they are in good company.
of Mr. Chavan and Mrs. Gandhi. To use Mr. Sangma’s own words, *As.
far as I have come to understand, Government of India will never agree for
small units, or small States which may mean Tribal States. one for Khasis,

one for Garos, one for Mizos and one for Mikirs in which case there
will be no end of it . .

I stand for sclf-determination ¢f all nationalities and national groups
according to patterns appropriate to the stages of their development.
According to me, the leaders of the Plains Districts have no right to
dictate terms to the Hills. But on the very same principle, the leaders
of the Garo and Khasi Hills have no divine right to- decide the fate of
Mikir, North Cachar and Mizo t(lills. Nobody, in fairness, can follow
a policy of ‘head I win, tail you lose’. Wheiher someone likes it or not
Mikir, North Cachar and Mizo Hills have their distinct existence and
they cannot be denied their appropriate political status in spite of their
c‘omparativr: weakness or backwardness or a State or turmoil.

Let me be clear and specific. T am as yet opposed to the federal plan for
reasons which I consider to be wvalid.

Firstly, federation is a thing which grows from below and is not |
imposed from above.

Secondly, the present plan is an undemocratic imposition from above.
People’s opinion was not consulted, far less respected. It was, so to say,
a bolt from the blue. Far from uniting the people of the Plains and -
the Hills, which every. patriot worth the salt, stands for, this super
imposed Federal Plan has raised strong resentment in the plains districts '
and the Mikir and North Cachar Hills so far as I have been able to -
read.
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Thirdly, the form and substance of the Plan as can be seen up till now
appears to be a big bluff desgined to avert a threat of Direct Action (under-
line the word ‘Direct Action’) on the eve of the General Elcctlon_rather
than to do justice to all concerned. Mr. Sangma may not agrec with me
at this moment; but he will have a bitter experience and later agreec with
me.Fourthly, there are other implications of all India significance, Will

the Government of India be ready to concede to the demand for forma-
tion of such zonal intermediary federations if raised for any other part of
the country ? And that slogan has already been raised in the South,

Fifthly, where is the end of it ? Will the same path be taken in other
States where there are tribal areas distincet ethnically and geographically ?
Is this the problem only of Assam ? Have we altogether forgotten Bastar
and the Darjecling Hill Tribes and so on ?

Sixthly, the VFederation if it comes, faces the danger of being the
hot-bed of conflict and controversy rather than a vehicle of understanding.

Seventhly, the rulers in the Federating Units, whether you call it
Hill State or Plain State, both in the Plains and the Hills will find the
Federation a handy weapon to avoid responsibility to the people. For
their omissions they will point out to the intransigent funny Federation
and will try to go scot-free while the people groan under their misrule,
And misrule there is bound to be so long as the capatilist exploitation
continues,

Last but not the least, what will be the fate of Cachar ?

As for me, instead of‘dilly-_dallying with the basic problem, namely
the question of creation of a Hill State, we should face it with a positiv::
approach (underline ‘positive approach’). Only, thereafter, there may
arise the question of voluntary agreement of the participating States in
common and mutual interest. The present Federal Plan is not only pre.
mature, it is putting the cart before the horse, For the time being I
am prepared even to give “au revoir” to my good friend Mr Sangrr’la
Not good-bye but “aurevoir”. Tor the time being, let us par.t to meet
again very soon, if parting cannot be avoided,

_ Let me finish with a warning to the Government,

of Nagaland be restaged; lct not the rebellion of

Mizoram which is an integral part of Assam h

closed chapter to us. Even Mr. Chaliha’s statem

of a light. While it is clearly desirable tq prevent in 5 .
tl

repetition of the long-drawn out troubles of ieaazo. Hills

Nagaland the « :
] 1 . . 7 e T
security” which the Governor in his wisdom hag ¢ opeiation

: : called a “scheme for resets
tlement of villages’ reminds one of the campaign in Milavh and ihc

““Agrovilles” in South Vietnam. It seems unbelievable th i i
thegMizo Hills anything like the probiems which the Br?ttishI nicrl;?)eli']iiﬁi;?s
faced in Malaya or the American invaders still haye on their hands in
Vietnam. = We hope, the Government will appreciate that grafting a large
number of population on unfamiliar lands is a very graye and disturbing
process. Let us remember that history is merciless,

persons or personality.,

. Let not the drama
the Mizoram be repeated.,

Thank you, Sir,

Itis no respector of

N——
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Maulana ABDUL MOSAWWIR CHOUDHURY (Rupahihat ) :
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I oppose the motion of thanks on the Governor’s address
moved by Shri Biswadev Sarma and support the amendmecent made by
the hon. Member from this side, Sir, since the attainment of indepen-
dence of India the Muslim minority formed part and parccl of Indian
Union. They all became loyal and trye citizens of this country and
rallied behiad the Indian National Congress and did utmost labour for
the unified progress and prosperity and glory of this country. Along,
with the passage of time they merged themselves with the main streams of
Indian nation for all-round progréss—economic, social and political.
Many of them even sacrified their lives for the causc of this country.

The Muslim minority settled in the various districts of Assam since
60 to 100 years past when those places were full of dense forests infested
with ferocious animals and mortal diseases like Kalazar ctc. They reclaimed
these thick forests at the cost of theip lives using themselves like tractors
and made the land fit for cultivation and the revenue to Assam was
jncreased to a great extent, In this state of their lives, the loyalty of the
Mushim minorities be_ga.n to be suspected. They were and are disbelieved,
their con_stltu'ﬂ'i’ml'v1 flghfs apd civil rights trampled down and even thejr
human Tights arle_ dumed.‘ They were detected and deporied on the pre.
text of Pak 1r1]1:ikt1ators with 2 motivated design. They were harassed,
cortured _,ust_} i c‘\'cl:ats' 2id dogs in their mother land. Sir, it is a great
trangY,ror the Muslim

Minorities that Shri Chaliha has con d
. g a nhas converte
to a Police State

Assam 11t L

Tt raditi a i
A T i i B 1€ ftradition started in 1960. After the

B e Dutta, e theng:}le%f’ a scape-goat was to be found out; so
Shri D pas 5 ‘

. P. and a Bengalee had to be changed
without l?rlﬂg}(?gth?ély, Cliarge against him, Shri Imdad Al succeedged
him. Itis saéh } éhsil}}f_a Imdad Ali could not act a stooge, therefore,
immediatc.ly ﬁrlo unda .; f?‘ °reated the post of an Additional I. G. P. on
the ostensible mfh : cavy pressure of work and promoted Shri Bha-
pani Barua m s af‘ ;ng’-mW- Shri Bhabani Barua was entrusted with
«he Spemﬁﬁféﬁ tgen ri ’(‘,:gpo_u\trhthehl?akistani infilirants, thus shattered

; & Ao . = ; i
thﬁllénzgt B e i the tasko appened to be a Muslim, as if he
co

i : . This cvent confirmed it further and
:njected 2 behef(;lll;) the Police force that if they would show over jealous-
1 é]ss they woul be counted as best officers within a very short time,
ghri haliha got rid of Shl‘l_Imfl_ac; Ali in the same manner ;. e., without

- eing in _any :::harge against ‘him as was the case with the former
br’égp. ghri Dutta. He was sent to Gujarat and Shri Bhabani Barua
I. me the 1.G. P. Stra_ngf:ly enough the post ofthe Additional I. G. P.
1.3603 - abolished “fhcn 1t 1s the turn of a Bengali minority Shri Lala B. K.
18 n?o be sO and in-charge of the work, All these created an impres-
Dey in the minds ofthe Police force that only to do this work by the
ﬂoncnt 1. &, P. all thffse unfair arrangements were made. Shri Barua
Pi::": at the time of takflg charge jssued a long statement in the Press on
5 about 17th Julys 1984, inSpe"mioniier Times. TLike a politician
with an eﬁ.&&i‘iﬁi‘}i‘?{_}le said, “a mator task entrusted to us by the
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Government at the moment is to spearhead the drive in detecting and
deporting the illegal Pakistaniinfiltrants and to protect the border from
further infilirators.” (At this stage Mr. Speaker vacated the chair and
Mr. Deputy Speaker occupied it). Since then Police started working with
such a zeal in torturing and harrasing the Muslims in Assam asif they
were without brake. The Police Zulum in this matter became so great
that it became increasingly difficult for the Muslims to move about. They
were and are being harassed in the trains, buses, roads and fields or when-
ever they move from one place 10 another as if they had no freedom of
movement in this country and virtually any man with beard or dressed like
a Muslim has become suspect in his mother land. Police make raids in
the villages in the midnight, bring truck-loads of Muslims to the Police
Station. Even the pregnantwomen in advanced stage were not spared and
they are coerced and forced to give their thumb impression or signin paper
as if they were willing to go ww Pukisian and for ever. At this state the
talk of releasing the National Register based on the census was raised by
Shri F. A. Ahmed, the then Finance Minister of Assam and the then Cen-
tral Home Minister Shii Nanda, and the A. P. C. C. .itself. Although
itwas agreed by Shri Chaliha but purposely the Police administration
delayed in issuing the same by creating all kinds of obstructions and the
process was complewed only about 2 or 3 months back after causing an
inordinate delay by which time more than 2 lakhs of pcople had been
deported or made (0 leave Tndia, bulk of whom are Indian Muslims.

Sir, I would like to quote some figures here :

Uf:t? lMarch, 1866 number of persons sent to Pakistan after 10,212
rial.
Deported by Police direct or through tribunal 1,30,968
Quit India notices served and people left through routes 74,449
- “selected by them.

Total e 2515,629

Shri Chaliha may say that they are not Indian Muslims. Butit is
now a known fact that names of hundreds of those deportees
are  being found in the National Register relcased subsequently. No
step has yet. been taken to bring them back despite specific cases
werc brought to the notice of the Government. Shri Chaliha himself
and the (atthis stage the Speaker occupied the Chair and the Depury
Speaker vacated it) then Agriculiure Minister, Shri Moinul Haque
Choudhury. Shri Choudhury repeatedly assured such people that he
had brought such cases to the notice of the Chief Minister and Chief
Secretary. But the wrong had never been remedied. If Shri Chaliha
says no Muslims were harassed, let him place bcforc the House the
yeport of the Study Team constituted of the Hon. Members of the Parlia.
ment including Shri Govinda Reddy, M.P. and Dr. Gopal Singh, M. P,
They visited and examined the State entire and submitted a report after
detailed study to the Prime Minister, Home Minister, and I understand,
with a copy to the Chief Minister of Assam himseil.
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Earlier bulk of the Muslims were driven out by the Police thcu}se}ves
without following any proccdure whatsoever. . Hence ITndian I:Auls}lmstclnz
the plea of Pakistaniinfiltrapts should not be harassed anc deportec
(bell rang).

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I want only three minutes more to finish my
speech.

My. SPEAKER ¢ No more time.

-Shri JAGANNATH SINGH (Udharband): Mr, Speaker, Sir.

Ma. SPEAKER: Ouly five minutes, please,
Shri JAGANNATH SINGH : If, Sir, T have only five miniites

ume to speak, | would 'like to sacrifice this time for the benefit of some

other Memberwho might be able to better utilise the time given (o me.
E sl

. Shri STANLEY D. D, NICHOLS.ROY (Cherrapunjee, Reserved
for Scheduled Tribes) : My, Speaker, Sir, [ shall participatc in  this
debate only in so far ‘as my remarks will relate to the rcorganisation
decision of the Government “of India. Much has been said in thig
House about this angd itis not my purpose to refuse " any arguments
but to point out how the leaders of the rest of the State of Assam are
attuncd. Already my  friend Captain Sangma hag
on about the discussions of the Hill leaders with the
crnment of India ip Janvary. The idea of the position for a federal
sel-up was anticipated and we told the leaders of the Government of
India that in tryving to satisfy the aspiration of the Hill pPcople you will
be bound to mect the Opposition from people in the Plains. We have
alrcady seen the Opposition to various other plans that have been breachegd
ever since 1954 and onwards, But the Government of India ducto the
peculiar geo raphical conditions of North-East India and  particularly
following the Chinese aggression of 1662 feel that this area should have
Some arrangements in which the various administrative units, and I yse
the word advisedly because the North-East India consists of some Sta‘es,
som¢ Union Teriitories and an area which is known zg the North Easg
Frontier Agcncy, and therefore, the word ““unjts’, This area should have
SOIME arrangen ents in which these varions units may be linked, one with the
other-an arrangement which they have termed ag Federal set-up. This
is the pre pesal. - Now itis up to the Government of Assam and the people
of the. plains t- accept it or reject that Proposal. As far as we are con-
cerned in the A, p. [, L.C., we have welcomed  the decision of the
Governmeént of TIndja for teorganisation of the State of Assam.

impresed and

Sk BISHNURAM MEDHI : Mr, Speaker, Sir, may I enquire
whether this je bilateral decision or tripartite decision ?

. ~Shyj STANLEY D. D. NICHOLS ROY:

did ‘0ot interry

M Nt tg.
Sir

I am not giving in. I
Pt the learned genileman when he spoke, and I request

interrupt me during my short speech,

s aveidetided to  weleome the decision and we took it that
ey Assam into (wo units, i. €.,

fCorganising the - State of
| T el e e

1 o (PO

*Speech not corrected,
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the Hill State and the remaining State of Assam. We have also decided

to sit in the proposed committee to be set up with the leaders of the

Government of Assam and the Government of India to work out as to

whether that federation will be feasible. It seems, Mr. Speaker, Sir

from the speeches in this House and other parts of the State that even
the very sitting round a conferrence is very repugnant. On the

other hand, they have appealed to sit together and work out something.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, when the Government of India had suggested that we

sit i a committec I for one do not see the consistency ; on the one hand

for appealing that this matter be solved by sitting together round a

conference table and on the other hand, even refusing to sit in such a

committee. However, as T said before, we are not enamoured by the

idea of a federation. If the federation is not welcome, we would like a
peaccful separation and in this matter there is no point in looking back-

ward to 1953 and raising the ghost of things which have been long
buried and past. I refer, Mr. Speaker, Sir, to a very able speech by cne
of our friends from the Crown, the other side in which the ghost of British
Colony has been raised as if that has anything to do with the present
move of the Hil IState. Mr. Speaker, Sir, that whole idea was rejected by

the people of hills in 1947. I may remind the Friends through you
that the idea of a British Crown Colony or any idea of being outside India
was totally rejected by the hil! people under the leadership of Rev J.J.M.
Nichols-Roy, my father. I may remind the various speakers who
have almost implied that there is some foreign hands behind our
move, that during 1947 and 1957 there was no move for separate hill state
as if the separatist tendency has developed during the British days..

If that has been so Mr. Speaker, Sir, certainly the hill state idea would’
113-\-'_0 heen genecrated from 1947, As correctly pointed out by my friend,

Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya certain things happened betwen 1947
and 1954 which caused the leaders of the hills to resign from Government

and from the Congress Party and started along with other hill people the

movement of the hill state. . Therefore Iet us not scape-goat the past events
which have been outright forgotten by the people of the hills.

Mr. Speaker Sir, review of the history is interesting but is not
relevant to the present. It is not relevant hecause certain decision has been
made and certain broad facts have been brought to our attention. We
are now certainly not interested about Coupland because he has given a
very fantastic schemein Europe which may be interesting as an acade-
mic exercise. Itis necessary (0 discuss the problems of this area and we
should try to solve them. Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 would suggest that we
should forget the past and take dicision on the proposal of the Government
of Tndia in a proper spirit which has been made in trying to solve the
problem with the present leadership of the hills. It is moderate in its
approach because Mr. Speaker, Sir, this demand for hill state has been made
alter the 1962 Election and particularly if the Mizo hill situation was ta_ken
into considcraiion at that time, there would not have been a Mizo rf:bellgou.
Unfortunately this moderate view of the hill people was not taken into
consideration.  As said by Mr. Bhattacharyya let us not have any more
rebellion in this part of the country. Let us try to solve the problem
with the present leadership from the Centre’s point of view.

* (Speech not eorrected)
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Mr. Speaker, Sir, reference to religion is very unfortunately made
by one of the hon. Speakers of the other side. Ilogic it is that conver-
sion into Cristionity alienated the pcc.ph: f)f the hill arcas. _Mr Spea-
ker, Sir, according to him as if the Christians, of the hills have no
friendship with the Christian of the rest of India. This idea is totally
rejected by me. Thisis a secular State and any one can practise what-
ever religion he wants. Religion should not be something by which to
judge that at a particular time, administration should be this type and
in other time administration should be other type. Therefore, T think, Sir,
he unfortunately referred to religion.

Secondly. Mr, Speaker, Sir, appeal has been made by some friends
that we should sit down in a House. But we can never come out with
decision and only something thashed. Twenty years have passed as 1
said earlier from 1947 to 1967 when the gentlemen concerned who were at
the helm of affairs and other leaders sat down, together. But there is no
solution. What happened is that I for one and many of my colleagues
are not interesied in wasting time in this sort of academic exercise.
We are welcoming the idea of sitting down in a Committee if the idea of
federation is not rejected, Asmy friend Shri Phattacharyya has said let

us not wage war, let us part peacefully. That would be better. During
the last 20 years there wag only bitter feeling, M. Speaker, Sir, we want
a state where if possible two areas can go together or there should be some
arrangement in the shape of federal set Up or any other arrangement for
the two areas. This would be good for the whole Nation because in
such administrative set up other states like Manipur, Tripura and Nagaland
can join and work together for a strong  North-Eastern India for the
good of the whole of the country. It hasbeen pointed out that this would
give rise to serious problem in other parts of India.  Let us take it for grant-
ed, Mr, Speaker, Sir, that this region of North—Eastern India has a special
significance specially after the 1969 aggression. Therefore, for this reason
alone the Government of India have realised that solution must be found
out by creating two units for the People of

1 ¢ the hills and plains and it is
now for us to accept it. That is why the

. : & federal idea hag come. Ifitis
rejected at this stage we get a separate hill state,

s we get a sep It is perfectly all right for
us. Itis worth considering sitting down together to see whether we can
go together in the federal plan. We approached the Government of India
'0 create two states for two areas. It is not our intention certainly to lowe
the status of Assam. Thatis what precise

18 ly we asked for-why we should
not call a spade spade-two units as Lwo states with separate establishments.
But they said there are other considerations why the word

: . - nit is used. As
I already mentioned, Mr, Speaker, Sir, we for one are here with distinct
understanding for another four months only, W

hen the re.organizati
: A S = 1zation
takes place we have been given distinct g

; understanding that we who are
elected from the hills areas would be nucleus of the new unit as we put

It as State. Therefore we have not participated. in many of the delibe-
fationg of the Houge, Further Mr. Speaker, Sir, we fee] that while we
prefer separation we want to be peaceful. We do pot want strained

relation between hills and the plains and with these words, Mr. Speaker,
ir, I lh&flk you,

i 'gﬁ_':hri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA. (Chief Minister): Mr. Spe-
adciresl.sr ’ %'rhave very closely followed this debate op the Governor’s
repeated) Ve are very thankful to the Members on the other side for

Yy remm(wfut the set-back which we suffer in our State

*Speech not corrected, r
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and as a Party in other parts of India, We also teke their advice that
we should have heard such things and I can assure them that this pro.
cess started much earlier before this advice was given to us. It is true
that my Party in our State as well as in the rest of India has a set
back. Perhaps there are many expectations which we could not fulfi]
and in a democracy it is quite right that when people feel that a change
is necessary, they bring this change through Ballot Box. There is record
of it. I am proud of my party for its record of service. I am sure,
record of services of my party all through has been exceptional. There-
fore, I have no doubt that through the heart-searching criticism of the
hon. Members who have advised us and also through the various. criti-
cisms offered by the hon. Members from time to time, we. would be
able to give a good account of ourselves in the services of the people,
Sir, in this debate very crucial problems of our State have been dis.
cussed. I would like to take up at the first instancc the question of
food. The food position is really very alarming. Alarming in the sense
that it is not only in one State of India, but as a mutter of fact, in the
majority of the States of India the food position to-day is very bad.
Therefore, no State is in a position to extend their assistance to anotheér
State. Therefore, we are feeling very much concerned about it and we
have been invited by the Prime Minister of India to. have ¢'iscussion
on this subject, and we propose to go there and decide what should be
fionc to face this situation. Our procurement this year, as I comu_mnicated
in course of a reply yesterday, has been much below our expectation. We
will be able tosee how we can improve the procurement and how we can
manage the food situation in our State in the current year. Sir, normally,
of course, Government of India is to allot us about between 5 to 12 thousand
tons of wheat a month. But after flood last year, the Government of
India failing to sup ply us rice, they were good enough to increase the wheat
quota to 20 thousand tons a month till the month of December. But
because of the situation which i now prevailing in Bihar and other parts
of the country this* was abruptly reduced to 5 thousand tons per month.
That is one reason for which the wheat supply all over the St.ate has
been very badiy affected. Our requests, of course, through communications,
have not succeeded in persuading tne  Government of India to incréase our
allocations. Therefore, we are feeling very much concerned about the
food position. This is a matter in which we have to forget our party
affiliations and we will have to find ways jointly how to face this
critical situation. Sir, as regards the buffer stock scheme that engaged the
attention of the Hon‘ble Members, I explained yesterday that since the
Pakistan and Chinese aggression because of the very frail link of our State
with the rest of India which islikely to be interrupted because of floods or
other reasons we have been maintaining a buffer stock. I am sorry that
in this buffer stock we have been incurring some loss because of storage
and other reasons. Wc are reve\ving the ‘“’hoge position and we “\’ill tl'Y 1 (3]
make this buffer stook scheme processed so that this loss can be avoided or
at least minimised, As there are more important subjects on fvh':ch I amy
to deal with, I think on the food question =fter our discussion in Delhi, we
will get another opportunity of discussing in this house in the Budget session
of the Assembly when we can have more detailed discussion.

Sir, I woul like now to go to this re-organisation proposal of the
Government of India, The House is a ware of the communique issued by
the Government of India on the 13th of January 'on_'thls subject and the
varigus criticims levelied againsi woe that, I am making cryptic. statementy
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i P, C. C, was
th ining fully, that the President of the A.P. C.C. % s
BA amlnoé c%:fl?ﬁgg mattye’r, I have to say something. The Hon’bl:
rﬁzmclg::us:)efér I remember, said that although he was in Delhi...

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYY{&: I ;:}id the ‘?ii?iflféﬁ
d, but he was not present at the time .1\:cus.&1r:n1. 1
:;isé‘:;:‘:lnt;cntu of India and the Hill Leaders took placc. The Home

Minister of the Government of India could nnt have consulted the Hon ble
Minister who was not present. -

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister) : We had two

or three sittings ; so far ! remember, he was there.

Shri GAURISANK AR BHATTACHARYYA . No.

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALTHA . I think so. Sir, the
Hon’ble Member, the Leade

rof Opposition, I beg pardon, Shri Gaurisankar
Bhattacharyya has made a statement on the policy of hig party which I have
heard with rapt attention and we ha‘ic_vury little difference with him on 1i.0st
of the subjects which he hag touched. But when he tells that I did not say
anything on this re.

! Organisation Proposal, that T feel, Sir, all that wae
possible on my Part, I said, Whay can Isay, how can I say something which

18 in the womb, for example, as has been said in the stalementthe
details of which are 1s to be worked oy

t by a Cammittee. I do not know the
details. About the i I cannot say anything., 1
Press Reporters took from
blished in the Statesmay. It

““Much Depends op Details-Chaliha»

“Mr. Bimala Pragad Chaliha
on Friday that the Proposed se
concept of an integrated aq
people,

; Intthe a_li)slen;:‘c ﬁf dettails& now being worked out in Delhi, he said it
Was no 0ssible for him O ofler m . Y .
ow mar?y units there would be. { comments, oy BIve any indication of

€ Proposals were different from what
had been suggested by the Pataskar Committee : A e
: whose a
some inherent defects?. . : ¥ nendasion hac_i

» Chief Minister of Assam, said in Galcutta
. Set-up for Assam +yag based on the broad
ministration witp regional autonomy for the hill

Broadly speaking, Mr. Chal;
to that of an integrated adminijst
would depend, however, on details would p A

. : ave a f ueture and
there would he some centralised and decentraligeq subj ecetger% 13(:3 ; ;;)':‘Irl;(:li :ml .
or.such ap adrplmstratmn would be €avy and (je Ijnion (‘Jov;rc:mmm.ht
would have to give a sub vention for the e

ch an administration,

adrrfl‘inistration as it was very
O0g from the poiht: of riew of
* mmatters.  But that dig not 4 PSLIC Of view g
Taa _

Sati_st}r _the political aspira tyon

ol

WESTOTOPRE] . Wprename
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R —



-

"!\ e
1967] DEBATE ON THE Govﬁﬁ‘m;;s ADDRESS 413

That was why regional autonomy was very necessary to satisfy them and
bring aboutan accelerted development of Assam.’

I would refer to a letter which I wrote to the Students Organisation
in reply to one of their letters. I amreading out this letter with the
object to explain whatever there was possible on my part todo and it was
. possible for me to say. I had explained it becgnse I could not say any-
thing more because it was not possible to say more. This letter was addre-
ssed to office-bearcr of some Students Unions. The letter read as follows:—

¢‘Dear friends,

“Your open letter dated the 2ist January 1967 reached me on the
evening of the 28th January 1967 at my camp at Sonari. I am glad that
I could meect you at the Borjhar Airport yesterday and explain to you my
veiws onthe reorganisation proposals of our State as put forward by the

Union Home Minister, to the represtentatives of the All Party Hill Leaders,
Conference.

“I spoke to you yesterday how some of the unwarranted observation
made in your letter about our Government and Party have grieved us.
I would refer to the brief statements which I made in Calcutta on my
way back from New Delhi immediately after our talks with the Union

Home Minister. I quote below the report as published by the Statesman
dated the 14th January 1967 for your information.”

e I hlayle already ;ead out this statement pub'lished in the Statesman a
tttle while ago before the House. The remaining portion of my letter
is as follows :—

by }1ave not thought it desirable to say more on the Union Home
Minister’s skeleton proposal without knowiag the details. So far the details
are concerned, it scemed t0 me that the Union Home Minister or the
Government of India were not clear in their mind and the details were left
to beworked out by the proposed Commitice as mentioned in the state-
ment of the Union Home Ministry, (copy enclosed). I ammot in favour
of giving a final verdict on the proposal until the details are known. By
accepting the Sk?leton proposal one may commit to something which is not
known with gll its implications and by rejecting the proposal also we would
be strengthening the advocates who favour this disintegration of the State. In
my opinion we should wait for the details. The A.P,C.C.and the Govern=
ment of Assam have all these years been opposing disintegration - of Assam.
They have pleaded for an integrated administration with regional autonomy
for the North-Eatern Region. How far the present proposal would fulfil thie
above concept will be known only after the details have been worked out.

“In any case, whatever form the proposal finally takes shape it must
have the full support of all sections of the people of Assam and they must

be taken into cohfidence. There should be no impesition. Roerganisation
must not lower the status of Assam”

Iwould onlysay to hon. Memhbersthat when some of them blame
me that I may reply was not upto the point. But under the present condi-
tion, what more I could say and. I could not say what was not possible for

me to say. Therefore, hon Member will appreciate that what was possible
to express on my part I did say, :
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'ty in the House and as
ir, the hon. Leader of the P. S. P. Par ty in and,
a maf&?:)?};’ct rﬁany other friends who think in the line, “Wh’y not (Jh..alm?
say, because others think that we are not going to accept it ¥’ Supposing
say’thisit will not solve the problem.

(Shri Dulal Chandra Barua by giving hill state also.) 'lh.crc['m.'c,
our ideasis that let usspcak in one voice. Let us not speak on_party
lives,1 noton he lince of Plains people or Hills people but in matter
like this, we should forgct out political barriers and sit togther and find
out a solution which will be acceptable to all of us. If anybody say why
not speak like this or like that I would say I would not speak like this
or like that but I want that we should speak in one voice. 1 spoke to the
Hill Leaders that so far as our problems are concerned we have to find a
solution, but if you leave the problem to be solved by ('v‘ovcmmcnt_ of India
or somebody else it may not satisfy all of us. Our geographical situation is
such that we are bound to live together. Thercforc, we  will have to
find out solution ourselves. Therefore, I am glad that this very important

subject was discussed to a considerable extent i, this Session of }'lle
House. I hope, that the 4 I i

I would like to come to the problem of mfiltration, but ouy hon.

Members arc aware that India and the present Pakistani were one coun =
try at one time. After the creation of Pakistan a large number of people used
to come and go to this State irom West Bengal either ag agricultura: labouper
or for other Purposcs znd - that was the type of economy in those days. When
the country ~was Partitioned in 1947 there was no restriction on movement,
I remember that ‘I said in this House before that oup hon. late Gopinath
Bordoloi, who was the Prime Minister of Assam, approached the Govern-
ment of India regarding this unrestricted movement. Government of India
reaction was that this restriction if imposed there would he reciprocal action
in Pakistan, which would be to the disadvantag to the minorities living
in Pakistan.

Therefore, until 14th and 15th October
restriction of movment between

> 1952, there was absolutely ng
the o:cher States as well.

the people of  ; ast Pakistan and Assam in
It was only on 14th October, 1952, the passport

een these two Countries. Even then

: r that this should he only a token introduction. It
should almost remain open, this is only a ok

i €I Introduction. Then again
At was only in January, 1957, the Froreigner’s Act was made applicable
.against Pakistani citizens, and ag g matter of fact jt was only when the
Foreginers’ Act was made applicable aganst the Pakistanj citizens, the
Government was armed to take action against infiltrantg, Sir, the problem
of infitration is a reality. Whatever may be the reason’whctller it is,
€conomic or political, the infltration problem is a reality, T,herefore, what
is the size of the probleme? It was not known untjj 1961 Census was over
and the Registrar General of Ge Prediation of this subject.
[ The Registrar General of Génsus b

! y Ciation 'has discovercd that
; In Assam there are about 2,20,009 illegal infilt

| 5 'ants, The j.on, Membérs
. Would rememper that “-the—size—Of tlhie pro €I S Concerned, there
Were various estimates|{ For €xample, one of oyr

: Tevered leaders Shri Debes-
vl Lo mah thought that this was much more than what {}e Registrar Gene-
2 Put the figures very high,

[
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Nevertheless, we had to tackle this problem and because this is a problem
which no country would ignore;,  ITthers is a problemrof—infiltration-in—

anyrother country, certainly they would tackle it. No matter to what reli-
gion they belong to.  Therefore, we have to tackle this preblem. ),

Md. MATLEBUDDIN (Mangaldei) : Sir, on a point of order, whe-
ther by foreigners only the Muslims are meant.

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIA, : I will explain to the hon.
Member. Here the determination of a Pakistani national in the context or
background of Assam or in the background of united India in the past was
a complicated questions who are the foriegners or Pakistani national or
infilrants ? These are determined according to the Constitution of India
and the Citizenship Act of India. Sir, many of the hon. Members say
that I have seen so and so many years, how can he be a Pakistani national?
More seecing him for so many years is not enough. If the man who has
been seen for many years holds a Pakistani passport and is living here and
is overstaying, his stay in India is illegal. There are many cases in which
people from this side went to the other side and took a Pakistani passport.
If the person has accepted a Pakistani passport, heisa Pakistani citizen.
Mr. Speaker, Sir, asto who is the Pakistani national, we consulted the
appropriate authorities on the subject and they have given very clear
instructions about them to usand we have got it vetted by the Home
Ministry of the Government of India. This isa long thing. As the time
is short, T would prefer, if you so desire, to lay this on the table of the
House. These are the instructions which have been issued to the Police and
they are’supposed fto il .2 L E

Mr. SPEAKER : Mr. Chief Minister, jt will be better if you give
the salient points on the snbject so that we can kecp pace with the time,

Shri JALALUDDIN AHMED (Baghbar): Pakistan
National =t fTfEs @2 T4 o2 [Ee =2 =9 |

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : 433 «&Ad Re
T =T @ B 50 @b FCA2 29 | Euie wibeel Wit |

Shri SHAHADAT ALI JOTDER (Goalpara-West):
wif qars Y2CH G | A e sife i S| =7 |

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : About that also we had consul-
tations, but we are not advised to publish it. We van advise our officers.
So far as the public are concerned I am not clear, they are supposed to
know it from the Constitution and the Citizenship Act. Because this inter-
pretation of the Constituion or the Citizenship Act although is authorita-
tive, so far we are concerned, I am not certain how far the Court
would accept it. That is a matter to be decided. Therefore, we are not
advised to publ_lsh it. In any case this is a very complicated affair. I would
prefer to lay this on the table of the House. What I am trying to say is this
that merely a person has been seen for so many years in a particular area
or he is my friend is not a conclusive proof that he is not a foreign national
Therefore, we have no other agency, 7. ¢., appropriate agency but the police
whom we had to entrust the work of this detection of Pakistani infiltrants,
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We are taking from 1961. That being the basis of the number we
have got since 1961 till 1966, January and February figures are not
handly at the moment, 2,21.591 persons have been detected, 13,290 presse-
cuted, 10,927 have been convicted, 630 have been acquitted, 1733 case,
are pending and 1295 are pending investigation, in Jail there were 39 since
gone back after trial, 1:/,846 left for Pakistan on receipt of Deportation
Notice, 1,36,212 quit notices were served, hut departure not confirmed by
the Check-posts, 70,524 cases are on appeal, I cannot say whose cases are
on appeal, if the hon. Members wanted to know about the cases.

I am first giving the statement showing the cases of Pak infiltrants,
referred to Tribunals of Assam till 31st Decernber, 1966. The total num-
ber of cases referred to the Tribunal is 9,224 involving 48,028 persons.
The number of cases decided by the Tribunals is 3,486 involving 16,340
persons. These cases have been disposed of and the Tribunals accepted
the deportation order. In cases of 1,183 involving 6,545 persons, the
Tribunals advised withdrawal of quit notices., Clases pending in the
Tribunals number 4,555 involving 25,143 persons.

*M. A. MUSAWWIR CHOUDHURY (Rupohihat) : Sir, on a point
of clarification.

According to the Chief Minister those persons had been served with

quit India notices and they had been tried by the Tribunals and acquit-
ted. Is it not harassment of Indian Muslims ?

*Shri BIMALA PRASAD
take up cases and investigate,
find some persons guilty and in g

HALIHA : Police are not Gods. They
The Tribunal or Court. in some cases
ome cases not guilty,

MOULANA ABDUL JALIL CHOWDHURY (Badar-
pur): &S g, SR AFeud fawe g ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA: Sir, T il
the figures in Civil Courts. The total number of cases
cases disposed of against plaintiffs—438;
plaintiffs—»6; cases pcnding—I,SG!}-. Total number of cas
Courts—199; cases disposed of against plaintifs~-167; cases dispesed of in
favour of plaintiffis—8; cases pen_dmg——ZjL. Cases filed in Supreme Court
number 1; cases disposed of against plaintiff number 1. There is another
statement which shows thc_ number of cases filed by infiltrants after
re-entry. I am giving out the figures. Cases filed by deportees in Givil
Courts  after infiltration—Cachar—3; Kamrup—10;" sibsagar—4: Khasi
and Jaintia Hills—2; Garo Hills—1l,  Supreme Court—Lakhimpur 1,

arrang 1. Total 29 cases. Out of these one Supreme Court case was
decided in favour of the State. In the two cases of Khasi and Jaintia Hills
the High Court directed the parties to take shelter in Civil Court. One
filed a Civil Suit which is pending and the other left for Pakistan, The
other cases are pending,

first complete
filed is 1, 829;

cases disposed of in favour of )
es filed in High °

\L‘\,
N
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: v
| sir I nTcgnggr_ns_tgth_m.listIiggo,f_t_he,mmdure. From what I have
,ubmitted the ion. Members would agree that this is a problem which we
have to tackle now. How to tackle this problem ? What would be the best

procedure ? Sir, at first the Foreigners’ Act had the special provision of
deportation according to which the Government of India C dmgﬁ power to
They

the Registration Officers or the Superintendents of Police. under the
Foreigners’ Act have the authority to deport foreigners. As this process
started and when complaints were received that this procedure needs modi-
fication, at first it was the Government of India in consultation with the
State Government decided that Officers on Special Duty—officers l_la}'l_ng
judicial background should be appointed as Special Officers for scrutinising
the cases, and it started from January, 1965, and after that it was felt that
this was not enough. After the amalgamation of Foreigners’ Tribunal
Order, 1964, statutory Tribunals for hearing cases under quit India started |
functioning from October, 1964. ‘fSir, with regard to the procedure also
from time to time we are issuing instructions; for exampi¢ WHET Wt found
that a sizeable number of infiltrants have been deported we felt that now
only the manginal cases ars coming we alerted the Superintendents of Police
and suggestcd that these deportation notices should be restricted to certain
categories of inﬁltrapts. For example if a man is found to be a new infil-
trant or a person with whom is found a Pakistani Passport, deportation
notices should be served.YSo far asthe other cases are concerned, those
should be tried in the Court of lawy” So, my submission is that thisisa job
which we an}: to do. JThis is an unpleasant job and investigations have to
de, ¢ ¢ to be_done & o—far-we are concerne :
Egu:’lll?}dgl’uxiols :1: k‘tjh:ta\;:i;?e i: nooqf'n'a;rsil—:nt and oo Con_(;g:_l'_ncﬂ:_vye =
1y anxious 1 : nt, and we have been trying to
modify and improve the procedure from time to time. It would depend
very much upon what shape this problem take. F or éxample a few months

back we hft_a_ g_@ojijlﬁiqlc_(_i_‘ information that on East Pakistan side they Were
collecting Ppeople by thousands for re-infiltration to Assam. Therefore, it

would depend very Tmuclr how-the other-side-behavein-this regard. /This is

what we have been doing and I have explained to the House whatever

informatioﬂﬁg in this regard.

Sir, about the flood problems in Assam, there has been much criticism
that we have not been able to take adequate measures to protect the people
from ravages of floods. Sir, I should say thatin a sense that is a correct
criticism. It is true that whatever measures we have adopted for controlling
floods has not heen adequate. In case of high floods embankment gave
away and lot of distress was created. We have been trying to get the help
of technical experts from various Technical and Research Colleges of the
country as well as from outside to tackle these problems. Sir, it is a well
known fact that every year floods bring distress to our people. Last year,
floods and erosion caused havoc to the people of Jorhat and its neighbouring
arcas. We have been trying to tackle these problems, but Ido not know
how long it will take to doso. Iam notin a position tosay now. Itisa
fact that at the beginning due to inexperience, something has been done
wrongly. But the Flood Control Department has taken every possible steps
and care to avoid recurrence and in expediting the flood control plans.

Sir, yesterday, there was lot of criticisms about delay in finalising the
resettlement of land policy in Goalpara Zamindaries. The main difficulty
is that no proper records are available. Therefore, lots of difficulties are
experienced in that connection. ...
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This is why in many cases lots of difficulties are experienced, ’_I‘he;:c-
fore, from time to time Government has decided to extend tlcxe pl,ErlOd or
finalising resettlement with a view to get the actual complainant’s cases
heard. In the past sufficient time was given for such examination. But now

whatever anomaly is to be set right in an easier way, we will have to con-
sider that.

Shri BEINOY KRISHNA GHOSE (Goalpara-East): Mr. Speaker,
Sir, May 1 know from the hon. Chief Minister whether the anomalies in
settlement operation at Goalpara are due to deletion of a section from the
Goalpara Tenancy Act known as “Buzarat’ ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA -

Sir, I am not in a position to
go through such Act at the moment,

Sir, abcut the Land Settlement Policy,
Policy Resoluticn of Agricultural land of |
uptill now. Byt we
situation develops ...

we adopted the Land Settlement
958 and that has been following
are going to review that Resolution and see what new

oe

Shri KABIR CHANDR A ROY PRADHANI (Golalkganj) :
217 record caf cZlod 1 A1 e

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA - i czte, fFw fi
W47 777 |

Shri SARAT CHANDRA RABHA [Dudnaj (Reserved

for Scheduled Tribes)]: wfiwm@ o4 @Tawsrf?rm fafEe @i
(20R RS Flacdt Tz wdE 9 foerg I F1 @@ I AhE

=152 Sow 79 oy qTE |

Shri BIMAILA PRASAD CHALIHA : T AT & T
T e O, cord e 7 ofad AREEte—sitatem w3 Femm
TN =W ReIeF ettt e o e RIGCE I e T e et
SZ—Cotieea 92 wicasm w79 9 |

Shri HIRALAL PATWARY (Panery) AT qBCS] T
Iy |

Shri BIMAT,A PRASAD CHALIHA: “Government have in their
Land Settlement of agricultural land of 25th September, 1958 given utrr:iost
‘portance to Yescttlement of persons who have heen rendered landless due
to flood, riyer erosion, earthquake and acquisition and requisition of their
l.afr;(‘-l or Public PUrposes, Government have accordingly sertled large areas
O ‘ands “with sych Persons and other landless people.

k)
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“An area of 10,31,596 bighas of Government waste land have been settled
with landless person during the period from 1949 to 1966. Further, an area
of 4,98,185 bighas of P. G. R. and V. G. R. lands have been thrown open
for settlement during the period from 1948 to 1966.

“Further an area of 1,96,924 bighas of land were requisitioned for allot-
ment to landless persons of which 1,57,873 bighas were allotted till 31st
December 19657,

Sir, so far as the Government is concerned, we would like
to review the policy not only in respect of land policy, as a
matter of fact, we would like to ecxamine the policy of the refinery in the
light of present circumstances of demands. The hon. Member from Sibsa=-
gar, the other day, accused the Government that they have not taken up
the case with the Government of India for establishing an additional refi-
nery in Assam. Sir, I would like to inform the hon. Member that this has
already been taken up by us. As a matter of fact, we have taken up the
matter very early.

The reaction of the Government of India is as follows:—

Assam, I notice that the
to the O.N.G.C. that
be given only subject to the
be refined in the State of

«“In regard to an additional refinery in
Assain  Government have formally written
micing leases in Lakwa and Rudrasagar will
condition that the oil produced in Assam shall
Assam and the gas will also be utilised within Assam. The size of the
demand for refined products within Assam is sO small that the two refineries
now located in Assam cannot find market inside Assam for their products
and have to shift large quantities as far aficld as Northern Uttar Pradesh.
The resultis heavy loss on railway freight. More than 75 per cent of the

roduction of the Gauhati refinery and about 20 per cent of the production
of the Digboi refinery had to despatched to be destinations west of Siliguri. It
is quite obvious that until the demand in Assam is greatly increased, the
expansion of refining capacity in Assam by setting up a new refinery will be
quite unjustified. When internal demand in Assam grows to adequate size,
it could probably be better met by additions to Gauhati refinery capacity
rather than by setting up a new refinery. In these circumstances, we sin-
cerzly hope that the State Government will revise its attitude and co-operate
in facilitating and speeding oil exploration and production in Assam.”

1 am reading out from a letter which I have reeeived from the Minis-
ter for Petroleumand Chemicals, Government of India, dated 13th July,

1966.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : May I know whether the
Government of Assam has written any letter in reply to this letter ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister): Yes, not
only letters but there were discussions also.

: Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: Whether it is a fact that the
Government of India rejected outrightly this problem for which they have
already a§1§ed {he West Bengal Government to set up a refinery in the fourth
plan in Siliguri ? '
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Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA:

. I have no information about
Siliguri oil refinery plan.

The question of employment in the Fertilizer Corporation of India
was also raised here and it seems I have obtained the latest figures and ?
would like to read it to the hon. Members 1 { heir information—
(1) Number of persons employed in N .

rup Division of Fertilizer C
of tion India.

"99 (Including 64
orp r-a- nees).

(2) Number of local men employed

(a) Category—wise, .

Officers

26
Supervisory 32 .
Non-Supervisory 462
Trainees ave 51 sus
(b) On regular basis e 571

478 (Total M. R. employees
as on 28th February

(c) On Muster Roll

1967=827).

With regard to the Oil and Natural Gas Com mission, the position is

as follows i—
Sl. No. Category Percentage  Number
1 Clasg I (TECh. and l’lOﬂ'TCCh-) 11'5 20
9 Class 1I (Tech. and non-Tech) 11 1
3 Glass III (TCCh. and non-Tech.) i 65 1365
Class IV (Tech. and non-Tech-including contract 90 1249

]abourers)=

: Id like to submit that 1 f : 3

it WO at 1 find from time to time these
tatemﬁilts are obtamcgid bvbtlhe_Government and from these I find that
tBhere have been - consideérable Improvement in the employmem of local
people in the State.

e paid a net profit to the extent of
ot RE}%,BZ 6 0;313 to the State exchequer upto the end of 31s¢ March,c 1966

against 2 €2 ate Transport has

; 1964-65 and Rs, G ;
et p . s. 6,73,750 d

lgé%-%glas i Ba]ancse ig(?lgiaaUd]tEd by the Accountant General, ‘;;;nmg

and Nagaland. iFhie B RSport has to run some routes which are not
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economical, but in spite of that, so far the income side is concerned
generally speaking, it is fairly satisfactory. We are contemplating to
establish a Corporation and after that, I suppose, we will expect more
investment of capital for improvement of our State Transport because the

Railways will be participating in it.

Sir, with regard to the Assam Co-operative Jute Mill, the Government
have no information regarding the use of vehicles belonging to the Jute
Mill for any election purpose; but alter hearing the hon. Member we
referred this to the Co-operative Jute Mill.

The project estimate so far prepared has not been found acceptable
by the Industrial Financial Corporation of India. This has, therefore, been
revised again. There‘\ztrc some difficulties about foreign exchange also.

Sir, we discussed in this—House yesterday the question of rifle butts
and I would like to give some information in this regard. The Director of
Industrics, Assam received 16 purchase orders for 15-47 lakh pieces of rifle
half wroughts from Director General of Supplies and Disposals from
December, 1952 just after the Chinese aggression, upto the end of 1966.

From the beginning of 1963 up-to-date the Director of Industries, Assam
has supplied 13-40 lakh pieces.

It is not correct tosay that the Government will suffer huge loss in
rifle half wrought .SUPPIY transactions. It has been estimated that some
margin of profit will be lefi when the supply will be completed. Over and
above this, indirect benefits have accrued to the State by way of sales-tax,
larger employment, timber roya.lty, etc. There were, however, some irregu-
larities in the accounts into which preliminary inquiries were made. Pro-
ceedings have been drawn up against those officers who were responsible
for the irregularities and two senior officers had been placed under suspen-

sion. . :
Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: Whether itis a fact that after
this question of rifle butts the officer who had been entrusted by

t to go into the details of the whole affairs had been
any notice ?

discussing
the Governmen
retrenched from service without

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : I donot like to go into that,
Actually, there were some proceedings against these oflicers much before the

subject was discusscd.

Mr. Speaker Sir, I have great respect for hon. Members, Shri
Bishau Prasad Rava and Dr. Bhupan Hazarika with regard to this
Studio. Iam more or less associated with this \_avork and in many matters,
I suppose, they know much better than me. Sir, we are to have this
Studio at a cost of Rs.13,31,518 with First Studio Floor, Scoring and

Administrative Block and Guest

Dubbing theatre, Laboratory Building,
House. So far, the work of construction has been completed as follows:

First Studio Floor.
Administrative Block.
Taboratory Building.

One small Guest House. | :
Scoring and Dubbing Theatre to the extent of 75 per cent,

Ltlatets (o
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The total expenditure incurred so far amounts to Rs. 8,83,985. The
last mecting of the Studio Advisory Board held in February, 1966
recommended certain modifications in the Studio Floor, Laboratory Buil-
ding and Dubbing and Scoring Theatre. These modificalions have not
yet been completed. The P. W. D. has however, taken up the work
and it is expected to be completed by August, 1967. Sir, with regard
to the equipments the hon. Members will be disappointed to know
that in spite of our best eflorts we could not get any foreign exchange.
Therefore, finally it was decided that these equipments should he purchased
within. the country. I am told that with these equipments it will be
possible to start the work of this Studio and I am told that they
expect to complete everything by the end of August and even before
that it may be possible to use this Studio partially. So, in this matter,
so far the Studio is concerned, I am equally a

cor Uly anxious like the hon.
Members to see that it is completed. So, Sir, in that regard whatever
advice would be given to me I would gladly accept not only with

regard to Theatre but also with regard to Arts and Music As a matter
of fact, Gevernment will be highly obliged if the hon. Members who are,
actually interested in this subject and who are highly reputed in the sub-
ject of drama, music and dance, advise Government with specific sugges-
tions. Because of Art we will have to give re-copnition to the Artists
and also we want to be helpful to them in that regard for their co-opera-
tion and help and I can assure them that whatever suggestions they give
it will be our earnest endeavour to implement it.

Sir, with regard to Five Year Plan and the development Blocks, both
in the Hills and Plains, as you are aware this Fourth Five Year Plan was
approved with a target of Rs. 190 crores and now, _because of the new
situation they are going to make some review about it, So far lage year is
concerned, the first year of the Fourth Five Year Plan, a Jot of energy and
property were spent, but we hope we will {be able to make hetiey progress
this year.

Sir, as the hon. Members are aware, a large number of refugees entered
our State in the year 1964. As a matter of fact their number was quite high.
About 2 lakhs of people entered in our State,

. : We have informed the Govern-
ment of India that it would not be possible fo

' y T Us to rehabilitate the entire re-
fugees within our State, because of inadequate facilities of employment and

labour and therefore we took responsibility to reh_abilitate about 12,000 fami-
1?2. Out of this, upto December, 1966, 5786 families have moved to rehabili-
tation site, 1753 families have been sent to N.E.F.A and 537 families to Bihar
for rehabilitation. 2638 persons have been given employmeng under Rashtriya
Vikas Dal or Border Road Forces, etc. Another 750 ¢ akma families have
been sent to N.E.F.A, and 500 are likely to be sent shortly.,  This is the
progress of the refugee rehabilitation so far.

Sir, the hon. Member from Sibsagar, mel-m%ne-d aboue construction of road
in the Sibsagar Constituency. I have enquired into it and jt appears that 14
mile of road with an estimated cost of Rs. 10,000 have been completed till
now. Desangmukh road via Gohaingoan, Dehu'lg:aga on thtia.goan,etc, was
taken during this period and it is also stated that some unauthorised Cgontrac-
tors have taken these roads and it was also stated that it she

i ild be verified
becavse Mr. Gogoi is not here, But according to Department fome unautho=

28
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rised Contractors started the works. Actually final sanction of this work was
issued only on the 18th of February. As regards Soil, Oil fire, Sir, the position ,
is as follows : -~ '

The fire that caught Well No. 25 on 4th January, 1967 affected 48 families.
Assessment of damage in respect of properties, soil, efc.; has been completed
excluding the damage to the building, roads and embankments which are be-
ing made by the P.W.D. ‘ :

An area of about 150 acres was damaged by the blowout excluding
the “Bari” land, the extent of damage will come to about 400 bighas.
There is every likelihood that recuperation: of normal fertility will take
at least 4 years, during which there will be no production in the first two
years, 50 per cent production in the third year and %5 per cent in the

fourth year.

The damage of soil on this account will be to the tune of Rs.2,20,000
as per present calculation. The damage to properties (trees, crops, €tc.)
is estimated at Rs.30,972. Thus the total loss comes to Rs.2,50,972.

For immediate relief of the affected people, (1) a sum of Rs.25,000
was sanctioned by Government. (2) Another sum of Rs 5,000 was placed
at the disposal of the Subdivisional Officer, Sibsagar, by the O.N. G. C.
authorities.

The shifting cost cum-compensation amounting to Rs.13,600°00 was
given to 13 badly affected families ranging from Rs.300 to Rs.2,000 per family
and 46 bundles of G.I. sheets were issued to them on payment basis. Besides,
gratuitous relief was issued to many families at the rate of Rs.50 per family.

As the “{ellg dried up in the affected areas, 8 tube wells were sunk
to provide drinking water to the affected people.

0. N. G. C. authorities have been requested to take prompt action for
ayment of above mentioned compensation to the affected people. The
matter is under correspondence with them. The Manager, 0O.N.G. G,
gibsagar has taken up the matter with the Director or Administration,

O. N. G. G, Dehra Dun.

Sir, with regard to Hindi education, it will not be quite correct to
say that we are not doing anything about its. Hindi has been made
compulsory upto Class VIII, With regard tothe salary of Parangads,
there was some difference of opinion. The other day it has been sqrted
out. The Parangads who are serving in the high schools will be el}tltlcd
to the senior scale whereas those serving in the middle schools will be
entitled to the junior scale.

Shri KABIR CHANDRA ROY PRADHANI (,Golalgw
ganj): 9CF AWES) 49 we wE IFA e feat =za CAlE ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA: f% =f33, ToWEd

caraz ACTF | ;

Dr. BHUMIDHAR BARMAN (Nalbari-West): T
wq® TCaieT, Ted  wdlzifie feW ¥ @4 @m0 vfgE, @2
Faiftd 099 72 fRoifeg) |
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‘Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : @3t wg RICISRElD
I I Sifee i '

Sir there have been some criticisms
Sramik Bahinis have been allotted work according to their capacity. 110
Sramik Bahinis have got work in North Kamrup (E. & D. Division), 540

local contractors were also given work. As local labour is not used to doing
earth-work, their progress is not satisfa ’

. thei g - Due to the enforcement of
higher specification of carth-work the local laboureys were found reluctant
to do such work, S0, the work had to be d

] one through contractors with
good labour strength recrujted from within apd outside the State.

about the Sramik Bahinis.

As regards compensation cases mentioned by Shri Kabir Chandra
Roy Pradhan. I agrec that in the marter of payment of compensation
considerable delay takes place. ince appointed several revenue
pfﬁcers to dispose of special compensation cases. I think there will be some
1mprovement,

Sir, the hon, : Member from Morigaon mentioned about the pending
cases in the Nowgong Courts, At present excluding the Deputy Commission-
er and the A. D. M._ t_here are magistrates in the executive side at
}\Tm:vgong. In the judicial side there is one A. D. M., Judicial, and 4
Judicial magistrates, No complaint has been received so far 1‘egé.rc1ing
delay in the disposal of court cases at Nowgong. The hon. Chief Justice
of the rAssam High Court visited Nowgong on 17th January 1967 and
among other things he observed “there ig Yet no Additional District
Magistrate ( judicial)functioning there +

. + The case file is not also very
eavy’’,
Shri. PITSING KONWAR [Morigaon (Reserved for Scheduled
Tribes)]: There are about 5000 cases includj i i
A. D. M. since three and half months back, Ml et oy iceting

Shei BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chiep Minister): As I said, the
Chief Justice in his mspection  report has sajq that the cage file is not very
heavy.

Shri GAURISANKAR BIMTTAGHARYYA: Has he given any
figures ?

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA: N, she has n gt given any figures.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYyj . According to' his
opinion 5000 cases or so may not be very heavy,

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA . Sir, the question of school
buildings was raised. Asa matwer of fact this js avery hig problem.
We have 19,000 primary schools of which 3,000 are’ in the Hills.
The total number of M. V. Schools stands a¢ 800. The total number
of teachers is 37,000 of which slightly more

: than 3400 are in the
hills, The present cnrolment is nearly 19 lakl

: X i 1s. The amounts spent
durmg the last 3 years are (i) on repairs and reconstruct

i : ion of school buil-
dings—nearly Rs.45 lakhs; (ii) on equipments Rs.19:5 lakhs: (if) on furniture
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Rs.4'5 lakhs and (iv) on salary of teachers-slightly over Rs.5 crores annually,
So, Sir, it has really become a very serious matter for consideration. We are
encouraging opening of more and more schools, but there is no doubt that in
most of the schools the condition of the building is very had, furniture inade-
quate and equipments arc also insufficient, Tt will I‘C‘J]Uire ’a oo & e
to set all these things right. It will depend very much upon the resources of the
State, but the problem ‘will be easier to tackle j{‘i the State funds are
supplemented by the public. Of _course, the public are doing a lot of develop-
ment of the primary schools, but it will require still grcatcrb efforts to bring

these schools to proper standard,

Sir, I have tried to touch on all the main points, It would take a
considerably long time to reply to all the points raised.

Shri PITSING KONWAR: The Chief Minister has not spoken about
the development of plains tribal people, about which T referred in my speech
on Governor’s Address.

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA: I did not mention anything
sectionally. What I said was that our plan was finalised at Rs.190 crores in
the State sector and 30 to 35 crores more for investment in the Central
sector. So far as the last year was concerned, preliminary preparations took
a long time, From this year onwards, subject to an carly decision in Delhi
we hope to exccute the plan properly so far as the plains tribal people are
concerned. There is no question of neglecting or overlooking the interest
of the plains tribal areas and the plains tribal people. The hon, Member
mentioned about the futility of the tribal belts and blocks. These are matters
of State policy. In reviewing our Land Policy Resolution we will have to
examine all these matters and I may assure the hon. Member that the plains
tribal people would get their due. sha.re in the sphere of development, and
I would expect their full co-operation in this regard. Sir, I do not like to

prolong my speech. It is now past 6.

Shri HIRALAL PATWARY (Paner_y) : Sir, T have raised a point
regarding the teachers who have been dismissed. This issue involves an
amount of about Rs.50 lakhs. May I know from the hon. Chief Minister for
whose fault these teachers were disxmssed ? Isita fact that the hon. High
Court also gave 2 decision in 1964 in favour of 'the teachers, and after two

ears the matter went to the Supreme Court and the Supreme Court also
gave a decision in their favour ? I want to know for whose fault the teachers
have beett dismissed and for which Government have to pay ? The person
responsible should be made to pay the amount to. Government.

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : The hon. Member has raised
question. Tt involves about 1000 teachers. This matter ig
and so before the General Election when it came up to the
decided that this matter should be left to the new Government
hope to take a decision within April.

an important
yery important
Cabinet it was
and now Government

Sir, I would now like to conclude my speech by offering my  thanks to
the hon. Members. 1 have dealt with the important problems faced by the
State which requlred serious attention of the hon._Mcmbcrs of this House a
well as the people of _ the State. : T}m are more important subjects—one igS
food and the o.ther Sk g Tl}e 1101_1. Members {rom
the plains districts as well as hills have heard the various views expressed in
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this House and outside on this proposal. In my opinion the leaders of the
hills are also leaders of the Plains because they are the leaders of the State.
Similarly the leaders of the plains are also the leaders of the hills becausc.thcy
are also the leaders of the State. Therefore we will hav? 1o exert our best
to find out a solution which will satisfy the people of the hills ag rwcll as the
people of the plains, that is, the entire people of the State. That alone
would help us in thi

s situation. If we cannot agree and ask someonc else
to find out a solution for us then 1 do not

think that will be a satisfactory
solution. Therefore, I feel that this is 5 matter which must cut across the
party barrier and regional barrier, and we must exert ourselves fully in
order to find out a solution, and I th;

nk it would be possible for us to do so
operation of all seeti

sections of the people. May be lot of
committed but > will have to, through
i oursclves and sce that the special

il sent to this House by the people is
as we can.

[1st April,

responsibility with whi

ch we have bee
charged te their satisfa

ction and as best

With these words T conclude my speech,

Mr. SPEAKER -

There arc 9 5
to the Governor’s address.

mendments to the motion of thanks
Now, how d

O you want me to deal with them ?
Shri DUL,

AL CHANDRA RARUA - Only the first amendment may
be taken up.

(The remaining amendments were withdrawn with the leave
of the House)

Mz, SPEA‘K_ER: I put the amendment, The question is that at the
end of the motion moved by Shri Biswadey Sarma, relating to the
Governor’s Address the following may be added :—

But this Assembly regrets that the Governor’s Address fails to take into
account the following :—

(a) failure of the administr

ation in the Mmatter of fooq price and
Procurement 3 -

(b)

failure of the administration in the matter of industrialisation

(¢) failure of he administration in solving the problem of unemploy-
ment ;

) failure of th Government ip
People, giving a ¢lear and
unity anq ntegrity o

o

L
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(The House divided)

Noes—58

1. Moulana Abdal Jalil Chow-
dhury.

2. Shri Abdul Matlib Mazumdar

30. Shri Malia Tanti

31. Rani Manjula Devi

3. Shri Altaf Hossain Mazumder 32. Shri Manik Chandra Dyas

4. Shri Bazlul Basit 33. Shri Mathura Mohan Sinha

5. Dr. Bhuminhar Barman 34. Shri Mathius Tudu

6. Shri Bimala Prasad Chaliha 35. Shri Mera Chouba Singha

7 Shri Bisnuram Medhi 86. Shri Mohi Kantaz Das

g. Shri Bishwanath Upadhyaya 37. M. Moinul Haque Choudhury

9. Shri Biswadev Sarma "~ 38. Shri Nakul Chandra Das
10. Shri C. G. Karmakar 39. Shri Narayan Chandra Bhuyan
11. Shri Chatrasing Teron 40. Shri Narendra Nath Sarma

19. ghri Dandiram Dutta 41. Shrimati Padma Kumari Gohain

13 ghri Debeswar Sarmah . 42. Shri Paramananda Gogoi

4 Shri Devendra Nath Hazarika 43. Shri Prabin Kumar Choudhury
: 5' ghri phani Ram Rongpi 44, Shri Prabhat Narayan Choudhury
16. shri Dharanidhar (;'-110uc11111ry 45. Shri Prafulla Choudhury
17. ghri Durgeswar Saikia 46. Mrs. Pranita Talukdar

g, Shri Golok Chandra Patgiri 47. Shri Pushpadbar Chaliha
b ghri Govindra Chandra Bora 48. Shri Ramesh Chandra Barcoah
o ghri TR B 49. Shri Ratneswar Konger
2(1)' Shf'1 Jact L Bhuyaﬁ 50. Shri Sadhan Ranjan Sarkar
1.

; Jagapnath Sinha 51. Shri Sai Sai Terang _
22. Sh{i Jogen Saikia - 52. Shri Sarat Chandra Goswami
923. si:;i Kamakhya Prasad Tripathi  53. Shri Satindra Mohon Dev

94- Gpri Karuna Kanta Gogoi 54. Shri Surendra Chandra Baruah
25: 2 1l Lakshmi Prasad Geswami 5§5. Shri Surendra Nath Das
26- Shrimati Lily Sen Gupta 56. Shri. Syed Ahmed A]ls__,

v 27 Shfi Mahendra Mohan Chou- 57, Shri Upendra Nath Sanatan
28. © ghury.

slll‘i Mahendra Nath Hazarika 58. Shri Uttam Chandra Brahma
9.
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Eyes—36

1. Shri Abala Kanta Goswami 19. Shri Kehoram Hazarika

2. M. A. Musawwir Choudhury 20. Shri Lakshya Dhar Choudhury

3. Shri Atul Chandra Goswami 21. Shri Maneswar Boro

4, Md. Azad Ali 22. Shri Matilal Nayak

5. Shri Benoy Krishna Ghose 23. Md. Matlebuddin

6. Shri Bhadreswar Gogoi 24. Shri Mohidhar Pegu
7. Shri Bhadra Kanta Gogoi 25. Shri Motilal Kanoo
8. Dr. Bhupen Hazarika 26. S'hri Nameswar Pegu
9. Shri Bishnu Prasad Rava 27. Shri Phani Bora

10. Shri Dulal Chandra Barua 28. Shri Pitsing Konwar

11. Shri Gaurisankar Bhattartha.ryya 29. Shri Premadhor Bora

19. Shri Giasuddin Ahmed 5

13, Shri chilncllz;) Kalita . 321 Shri Sailen Medhij
14. Shri Hiralal Patwari 52. Shri Sarat Chandra R
15, Shri Jalal Uddin Ahmed : 23. M. Shamsul Huda peba
16. Shri Kabir Chandra Roy Pra- 34. Shri Soneswar B
dhani. ”
17. Shri Kamini Moban Sarma gz

: ©3. Dr. Surendra Nath D
18. Shri Kandarpa Narayan Banikya 3¢ hri Zahiryl Isl?}.m 3

Myr. SPEAKER : Order, order, the result ig .
Ayes —35, Noes—58: the amendment i lost.

IAMISON A. SANGM
Capt. WII”‘L i o 3

Scheduled Tribes)] : M{“.hlcs:pcr?ke-r’ i, - her amendmep »

Mr. SPEAKER 7 ofiier amendment with leave of the Houg "

s hdrawp. Thisis an established procedyre, ¢ was

Wlthsi]ri HOOVER HYNNIEWTA (Shillong): . Sp

not been withdrawn, Mr,
amend'mf-":(t) ,ﬁzsnt leave on our behalf. Dulal Bary
authority SP% AKER: Thisis the pProcedure, My, Hynnicwta
Mreht there was nobody who pleaded for the amendment,
was soug I put the question:—The question ig that t
A Nogégig}ativc Assembly assembled in thig i
ssam Legi

eaker’ Sir, the
a has pot the

When leaye

or the Address which he has heep 1 2
to the Govero, P90th March, 1967. Pleased 10 ‘deliver 1o
this Ho
(Voiee : No. )
(The House diVided‘)_

. Shri Promode Chandfa Gogoi :




Shri Mahendra Nath Hazarika.

DZEBATE ON THE GOVERNOR'S ADDRESS

1967]
Ayes—358
1. Moulana Abdul Jalil Chow- 30.
!‘ 5 dhury.
T 2. Shri Abdul Matlib Mazum- 31.
dar.
3. Shri Altaf Hossain Mazumdar. 32
4, Shri Bazlul Basit. 2
33
5. Dr. Bhumidhar Barman. 31
6. Shri Bimala Prasad Chaliha. 35
7. Shri Bishnuram Medhi.
36.
8. Shri Bishwanath Upadhyaya. 37,
9. Shri Biswadev Sarma., 38.
10. Shri C. G, Karmakar. 30.
"11. Shri Chatrasing Teron. 40.
12. Sari Dandiram Dutta. 4].
»""13. Shri Debeswar Sarma. 492,
14. Shri Devendra Nath Hazarika. 43,
15. Shri Dhani Ram Rongpi. 44
16. Shri Dharanidhar Choudhury. 45.
17. Shri Durgeswar Saikia. 46.
18. Shri Golok Chandra Patgiri. 47.
19. Shri Govinda Chandra Bora.
20. Shri J. B. Hagjer. 48.
21. dhri Jadu Nath Bhuyan.
22, Shri Jagannath Sinha. 49,
23, Shri Jogen Saikia.
) 50.
24., Shri Kamakhya Prasad Tripa- 51.
| t-hi. ho
- 25. Shri Karuna Kanta Gogoi. 53
4 26. Shri Lakshmi Prasad Goswam. 54.
. 55
| DO
| 27. Shrimzti Lily Sen Gupta. 56.
-' 23. Shri Mahendra Mohan Chou- 57.
dhury. i §8.
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Shri Malia Tanti.

Rani Manjula Devi.

. Shri Manik Chandra Das.
. Shri Mathura Mohon Sinha,
1. Shri Mathius Tudu.

5. Shri Mera Chouba Singha.

Shri Mohi Kanta Das.
M. Mcinul Haque Choudhury_
Shri Nakui Chandra Das.

Shri Narayan Chandra Bhuyan,
Shri Narendra Nath Sarma.
Srimati Padma Kumari Gohain,
Shri Paramananda Gogoi.

Shri Prabin Kumar Ghoudhury,

Shri Prabhat Narayan Chou-

dhury.
Shri Prafulla Choudhury.

Ms. Pranita Talukdar.

Shri Pushpadhar Chaliha.

Shri Ramesh Chandra Barooah,
Shri Ratneswar Konger.

Shri Sadhan Ranjan Sarkar.

Shri Sai Sai Terang. ]
Shri Sarat Chandra Goswami.
Shri Satindra Mohon Dev.

Shri Surendra Chandra Barual,
Shti Surendra Nath Das.

Shri Syed Ahmed Ali.

Shri Upendra Nath Sanatan..
Shri Uttam Chandra Brzh:ia,
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Noes—41

1. Shri Abala Kanta Goswami.
2. M. A. Musawwir Choudhury,

3. Shri Atul Chandra Goswami,
4, Md. Azad Ali.

5. Shri Benoy Krishna Ghose.

6. Shri Bhadreswar Gogoi,
7. Shri Bhadra Kanta Gogoi.
8. Dr. Bhupen Hazarika,
9. Shri Bishnu Prasad Rava,

10. Shri Dulal Chandra Baruah.

11. Shri Edwingson Barch.

12. Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya.

13. Shri Giasuddin Ahmed,
14. Shri Govinda Kalita,
15. Shri Hiralal Patwary.
16. Shri Hoover Hynniewta,
17. Shri Julal Uddin Ahmed,

18. Shri Kabir Chandra Roy Pra-

dhani,

19. Shri Kamini Mohon Sarma.

2015
29

23.
24,
25.
26.
275
28.
201
30.
ik
32,
33.
84,
35.
36.
37.
38.

39.
40.

41.

[1st Apuil,

20. Shri Kandarpa Narayan Banikya.

Shri Kehoram Hazarvika.

Shri Laksha Dhar Chaudhury.

Shri Maneswar Boro.

Shri Matilal Nayak.

Md. Matlebuddin.

Shri Mohidhar Pegu.

Shri Motilal Kanoo,

Shri Nameswar Pegu,

Shri Phani Bora.

Shri Pitsing Konwar.,

Shri Premodhar Bora.

Shri Promode Chandra Gogoi,
Shri Sailen Medhi,

Shri Sarat Cthandra Rabha.
M. Shamsul Huda,

Shri Soneswar Bora,

Shri Stanley D.D. Nichols-Roy,
Dr. Surendra Nat, Das,

Shri Tazammul Alj Taskar.

Capt. Williamson A, Sangma,

Shri Zahirul Islam,

Mr. SPEAKER : Theresult of {he vote is as below

Ayes 58, Noes 41,
"The Motion 1s adopted.

e,

e
— e e
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Resvlts of Eleci’cn to ile Acsim Fezd Communicat’cn Foard

Mr. SPEAKER: I have to announce the results of election to the
Assam Roads Communication Board. :

f,} Out of 24 members to be elected—one from each Subdivision of the State

| of Assam including two from the District of Nowgong--1 have got an agrced
list for 23 members. There is no candidate from the Subdivisicn of Lungleh
of Mizo District. The scat will therefore remain vacant till it is filled up
when a candidate representing that Subdivision will be forthcoming.

The lollowing members are declared clected :(—

Shri A. Thanglura.

Shri Dhaniram Rongpi.
Shri J. B. Hagjer.

Shri Jadunath Bhuyan.
Shri Pushpadhar Chaliha.
Shri Narendranath Sarma.
Shri Narayan Bhuyan.
Shri Bahadur Basumatari
Shri Abul Kasem.

Shri Daranidhar Choudhury.
Shri Uttam Brahma.

Shri Jagannath Sinha.
Shri Prafulla Choudhury.
Shri Premadhar Bora.
Shri Pitsing Konwar.

et fed b s o o fd et i el
CRIANERL D OEN AN B

¢ ,.f‘ Shri Matilal Nayak.
7} Shri Rothindra Nath Sen.
4 Md. Azad Ali.
Shri Promode Chandra Gogol.
20. Capt. Williamson A. Sangma.
21. Shri Edwingson Bareh.
22, Shri Bhadraswar Gogoi.
23. Jonab Rohimuddin Ahmed.
Result of Election to the Gauhati Uaiversity Cﬁtn‘t
Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have to announce the reslt of election to the
Gauhati University Gourt.
‘The number of candidates being equal tothe number of seats vacant,
. the following are declared elected unopposed :—
’ 1. Shri Biswanath Upadhyaya.
l 9, Shri Ataur Rahman,

! 3, Shri M. Moinul Haque Choudhury,
‘ 4, Shri Bishnu Prasad Rava.

5, Dr, Bhupen Hazarika.
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432 ASSAM ROAD COMMUNIGATION BOARD [1st April,

- 1 E e Baand
Result of Election to the Assam Road Communicasion Board

Capt. WILLI.AMSON A. SANGM’\. (Blghﬁlﬁ‘:ﬁ_, R:;c '."'.’Cﬂ f@r
Scheduled Tribes): Sir, in the Assam Reads Communication Board, the
name of Mr. Stanley D. D. Nichols-Roy whom we elected fro:n Shillong
Subdivision is not included.

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Somai)

): TFrom Karimganj
Subdivision two members were elected, but their names are not {here.

Shri MAHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY (Minister, Parlia-

mentary Affairs): From Barpsta also two members were elected, but |
their names are not there.

Shri JOGEN SAIKIA (Jorhat): Sir, Jorhat Subdivision is also
omitted.

Mr. SPEAKER: It is an agreed list.

Thirteen names were given
by the Congress Party and 10 names by the O &

pposition,

The Opposition names were :— ,
Shri Premadhar Bora. '
Shri Pitsing Konwar.

Shri Matilal Nayak,

Shri Rothindra Nath Sen.

Md. Azad Ali.

Shri Promode Chandra Gogoi.

Capt. Williamson A. Sangma.

Shri Edwingsoa Barch.

Shri Bhadreswar Gogoi,
Jonab Rahimuddin Ahmed.

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : Sir,

! e we adopted
a resolution to represent one from each Subdivision. P

Shri JOGEN SAIKIA: Sir, Jorhat is omitted.

Mr. SPEAKER : After all I announced the names from the agreed
list. Idid not scrutinise which Subdivision was there or which Subdivision
wasg not there. It was an azreed list.

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: By
the House has taken a resolution that each Subdivision
Whether agreed or not agreed it is the fau!t

out scrutinising. This awkward situation o

t the problem is, Sjr,
will be represented.
of the people who agrecd withe
annot be accepted, :
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Mr. SPEAKER: The list submitted to me does not show who belongs
to which Subdivision and I had no scope for scrutiny which parcicular
Subdivision was not represenied.

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: Sir, we have to post-
pone the announcement to the next session. :

Mr. SPEAKER: If that is the sense of the House, I defer the matter.

After I announced the names of the hon. Members, I do not know which
Subdivision is represented or whizh Subdivision is not represented. This is
according to the list that has been submitted to me’ both by the Congress
Party and the other Parcies. I have already read out the names according
to that list.

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA (Baghmara, Reserved for
Scheduled Tribes): Sir, there is no representation from my Subdivision.

(Interruption)

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : I request to postpone the
announcement for the time being. We cannot accept the list.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA |[BARUA (Charaibahi): It is better to
take a resolution that each Subdivision should be represented. Here, in the
Jist, we do not find that Jorhat Subdivision is represented. So, it canmot be
accepted.

Ms. SPEAKER : I am in a difficult position. Fowever, if it is the
sense of the House, 1 defer the matter.

Expunction of certain objectionable portion from the Proceeciihga

My. SPEAKER : Ihave to make two other announcements—one is
regarding the assurances that I have given on the 29th March 1967. I said
(hat—"11 I find anything objectionable in the specch of hon. Member
Shri D. Sarmah that portion will be expunged.” I have carefully gone
through the proceedings 8 recorded by the reporter and Ilhavc ~also verified
the same by listening to the ape recorder. it is very difficult to find out
which is the ohjcctionablc polrtion. If the hon. Member means only these

ions which I iind from the report.—
bk When Shri Abdul Jalil Chowdhury was speaking, hon. Member Shri

Debeswar Sarmall said—<Only by mouth they say that Pakistanis
1 iven out.”
Hzﬁﬁcbﬁiﬁvﬁ&ev” is only used. «They” does not mean any

articular section ot peopie. : Ty ;
Atptha.t time there was exchange of words in Hindi and the Hindi

-eport is not yet submitted. T DA ;
Shl:ip NEOIIIS%I?HAQUE CHOUDHURY : Sir, it is in the Hindj

rtion of the proceedings. : :
£ Mr. SE‘EIX%ER: i Hindi portion of the proceedings 1S not yet

submitted.

Then, again, the second portion 15—

ghri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, T have
got a point of order, Sir, it 18 ihe rule of the House that no motive shoulg

IR T A S S T SRt e o T



434 PROROGATION
: Speaker of this august
i 0y member. | Mr, Sarmah was the Sp s A
ko aMbu'{'ﬁ:rteofoa;gyhe knows the rules of this House. He attrlt;utethat
Hou.sc. indirectly to Muslim, members that . only by mouth they say e
-.-1;0111:5::;;?5 ;fw.oulzl be driven out. This is.a great insult to. the Muslimas. s
aK1 = ‘
i %ﬁ:rlxdagg.?rf? 21:;1 reading out another portion ‘which cannot be inter-
r;ted to be objectionable. Tt has been put in a vey : o 2
i enuity, at least, cannot fing what 1 can be given . for
'»'.jizgten(.e.’ It is-“lsimply put my cap on the tah)
-~on whose head it fits. >

[1st April,

€ tape recorder,
Outany objectionab]e Part or, I think, the
PPed at thig stage,

nition. of the . Opposition Parties
Mr. SPEAKER -

:  Now, there is another mattey fegarding recognition
« of the Opposition Parties.. ave received notige from ahoyt 3] hon. Mem.
sbers th t they have formed the United Legislatyre - Party. Apart from thag
omunist, Payty ia; the AP Chsan others. . The natter
i lon as to which i ¢ i

i A ACHARYYA are not very much
- YeCognition th i
1 “recognition is given by the pe
. M, SPEAKER I

¢ concerned what

ople outside,
oW read oy the Prorogatio

ORDER

onferred by Clayse

(2)(a f
mended P10 date, I, Vgs(h%uo -
he Assam Legislativea Assembly
1, 1967,

. - In exercise of

the Constitution of India, as a
cof :Assam, herehy Prorogue t
 of its sitting on the Ist Apri

the powers ¢

icle 174 of
Saha,y, GOVernor
at the Conclusjop,

Prorogation

The Assembly :was then Prorogued,

N- C. HANDIQUE,
. Shillong
The 26th February 1968,

Or Secretary,
Legislati

ve Assembly, Assam,
AGP (L A) No.516/67—243 +-13.3.63,




