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DEBATES OF THE ASSAM LEGISLATIVE
ASSEMBLY,

Wednesday, March 13, 1985

The House met at 10 A .M. in the Assembly Chamber,
Dispur with Mr. Speaker in the Chair.

STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
(To which oral replies were given)
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Shri Mohammad Umaruddin ¢ May I know from the
Hon’ble Minister, Flood Control as to who are the me-
mbers of the Technical Advisory Cammittee ?

Shri Ranendra Narayan Basumatary (Minister, Flood
Control) : Sir, the present Chairman is a retired Secre-
tary, Flood Control, Shri Hiteswar Gohain Previously,
Shri Tripathi was the Chairman, who has been replaced
by Shri Gohain. The Committee consists of Member (Co-
nstruction), Cl}ief Engineer, Additional Chief Engineer.
Flood Control and there are two members from the Cen-
tral water Commission and a member from the Hydrau-
lic Research Institute. The Secretary is the Member-Se-
cretary of the Committee.

Shri Mohammad Barkatullah : Sir, we have received
many complaints regarding the Secretary, Flood Control.
Will the Minister, Flood Cé;ltrol, personally investigate
into the matter 9

Shri Ranendra Narayan Basumatary (Minister, Flcod
Control) : Sir, this has not been brought to my notice
so far. However, I will look into it.

e : Transfar of S. 1. of Schools.
- Shri Binoy Kumar Basumatary asked ¢

# 16. Will the Minister, Education be pleased to state:
N\
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1985 Questions & Answers 3

(a) Whether itisa fact that Sub-Inspectors of Schools
attached to Deputy Inspector of Schools, Udalguri
viz. Shri Baber Ali, Shri Pratul Bhoobra and Shri
Sayamay Bhagawati were transferred ?

(b) If so, whether the transfer orders have been given
effect to ?

(¢) If not, why ?.

Shri Mukut Sarma, (Minister, Education) replied :

(a) Shri Pratul Bhoobra and Shri Sayamay Bhagawati
were transferred but not Shri Baber Ali.

(b) Yes, in respect of the two officers mentioned at
(a) above,

(c) Does not arise, ;

Shri Binoy Kumar Basumatari : Sir, will the Minister,
Education confirm having received the joint application
submitted by Mrs. Saharia from Paneri constituency and
myself, requesting him to transfer Shri Baber Ali ‘because
he is involved in corruption ¢

Shri Mukut Sarma (Minister, Education) : Sir, from
the records available with me, I find having receivd only
one note from the Hon’ble Member, that to, on 10, 10. 84
requesting me to transfer Shri Pratul Bhoobra. T do not
remember if -1 had received any joint application from
Mrs. Saharia and Shri Basumatari.

Shri Binoy Kumar Basumatary : Sir, I have, with me,
written complaints from the Managing Committee and a
Teacher that Shri Babar Ali wants a share for releasing
the salaries. Will the Minister take necessary steps for
inflicting punishment for such activity ?

Shri. Mukut Sarma, ( Minister, Bducation ) : Sir, the
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Hon’ble Member has raised this point earlier also during
the discussions on Governor’s address.

Shri Binoy Kumar Basumatary : Sir, [ want to know
what steps has the Minister taken ?

Shri Mukut Sarma (Minister, Education) : T have iss-
ued order to transfer Shri Babar Ali from Udalguri.

Shri Binoy Kumar Basumatary : Sir, can the transfer
be taken as punishment ¢

Shri Mukut Sarma, (Minister, Education) : Sir, after
transferring out Shri Baber Ali, I can enquire into the
matter,

Shri Binoy Kumar Basumatary : What is the use of
enquiry ?

Shri Mukut Sarma, (Minister, Education) : Sir, eng-
uiry is necessary.

Shri Binoy Kumar Basumatary 2 Sir, here is a public
petition, Will the Minister look into it ?
~ Shri Mukut Sarma (Minister, Education) : If the Hon’-
ble Speaker refer the petition to me then T will defini-
tely look into it.

Shri Binoy Kumar Basumatari ; Sir, when there isa
prima- facie evidence then what is -the use of an enquiry ?

Shri Mukut Sarma (Minister, Education) : Sir, justice
demands enquiry.
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- Re : Improvement of Border Roads.

Shri Mainuddin asked ' ' SRS
#18.. Will: the Minister, P. Wi D. be pleased to state
(a): Whether- it is a fact that ‘the Govt: has sanctioned

sufficient: fund for improvement of the undermentioned

Border- Roads- which "were damaged by the last Flood

of May, 1984 ¢
(i) Patharkandi - Mukamtila Road under Karimganj

'P. W. D. Division ? ~
(ii) Chandkhira - Kukital and Kukital - Charaibari road

under KarlmganJ P. W, D. D1v1slon 7
(b) -If so, what is the amount sanctxoned road - wise ?
~(c) Whether Government Hhas any proposal to blacktop

these lmportant roads 7

Smti. Syeda Anwara Taimur ( Minister, P. W: D, )
replied : .
(a) Yes.
~(b) Rs. IOO lakh for Patharkanch - Mukamtilla road
and Rs. 50, 000/ for the (1) Chandkhira - Kukltal
and (ii) Rs. 50, 000/- for Kukital - Charaibari road.
(c) Yes. Metalling and Blacktopping of the Pathark-
~ andi - Mukamtilla road from O. to 350 M has been
~taken up during ‘the current Year.
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Re: P.H.C. at Kayakuchi.
Shri Amir Hamcha Talukdar asked :
%19, Will the Minister Health be pleased to

state 3
(a) Whether it is a fact that there is

a public dem-

and to open a P, H.C at Kayakuchi under Barpeta Dist-
rict ?

(b) If so, the fate of the demand at present 9
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Dr. Bhumidhar Barman (Minister, Health & F. W.) replied :

(@) & (b) on a letter dt. 25. 1. 85 written by the Hon.
Member to Chief Minister, Assam for establishment of a
30-beddes rural Hospital at kayakuchi it has been decided
by Government to establish a P. H. C. there.
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~ Re: Building of ‘Sarthebari Cu'cle.
Shl‘l Amir Hamcha Talukdar asked ¢
#21. Will the Chief Mmlster be pleased ‘to state: ‘-
(a) Whether it is a fact that the Home Department occupied
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the newly constructed building of Sarthebari Circle
for using as police Out Post at Palla Reserve under
Sarukhetri Mauza of Barpeta District as per order of
the Home Department with a view to shift the Circle
office at Sarthebari to Garetari g
(b) If not, why ?
(¢) When it will be occupied ?
Shri Hiteswar Saikia (Chief Minister) replied ¢
(a), (b) and (c). ‘
The matter is under active consideration of the Home
Department, and Home Department has already taken
up the matter with the Revenue Department.
Calling Attention
Mr. Speaker : Now Item No. 2.
Shri Purna Boro: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to call the
attention of the Chief Minister under Rule 54 of the
Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in Assam
Legislative Assembly relating to the news item appe-
aring in the ‘Assam Darpan’ dated 25th January 1985
under the caption “feioea feagraea g #fAA oreli-
stas Wi - (IfATed ANE i
Shri Hiteswar Saikia (Chief Minister): Mr. Speaker
Sir, The attention of the Government has been drawn to
the News item appearing in the Assam Darpan dated
25.1.85 under the caption *“fiepea e Frauea wgsitn ferqt
oA 6 R S o (k| Y 1 I
The position of the case is as follows :
A Musical Star Studded Nite was organised by Naga
Art International in aid of District Sports Association Sil-
char and Red cross Society of India Silchar Branch on
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20th January, 1985 at District Sports Association Ground
Silchar. The party consisted of Bombay Film Artists ete.
Viz-Mithun Chakrabarty, Rishi kapoop, punam Dillon, Sa-
rika, Ashrani, Ling Das, Nitin Mukesh, Shailendra Singh,
Shabeer Kumar and others. The show was scheduled to
start at 7 P. M. on 20. 1. 85.

The organisers Naga Art International were to install
the sound and special light system for the show, but till
7 P. M. of 20.1.85 the sound and light systems did not
reach Silchar from Nowgong where a show of the party
was held on the night of 19.1.85. The Bus carrying the
equipments was due to reach Silchar before evening of
20. 1, 85, it could not reach Silchar in time,

The organisers brought the film stars on to the stage
at adout 7-30 P. M. and aftar introducing them ro the
audiences decided to cancel the show in consultation with
district administration and to stage the show on the follo-
wing day evening. The cancellation of the show was ann-
ounced by Artist Mithun Chakrabarty.

After these announcements the audience (about 8000)
started leaving D.S.A. Ground peace fully and in an order-
ly manner. Some miscreants without ticket who werc not
allowed inside the main entry gate were waiting outside
the main entry gate. They started pelting stones towards
the audiences leaving the pandal and police on duty

near the main gate of D.S. A. gound. Immediately the
main gate was closed in orcer to prevent injury to the
audiences coming out from inside the pandal from missi-
les. Police on duty chased the unruly stone throwing

mob- and had to resort to lathi charge. Police had to bu-
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st 4 (four) numbers of tear gas shells to disperse the mob.
Tear gas had the desired affect and the mob dispersed
by about 9-30 P.M. The retreating niob damaged 3 (three)
police traffic points.

When the main gate was cleared of the miscreants
the audiences who were standed insied including children
and women were allowed to go by opening the main gate.
They were allowed to go home only afiter unruly mob
outside the gate was fully dispersed.

9 (nine) police persons including one women sustained
minor injuries due to pelting of stones and police lathi
charge but all were discharged by Silchar Civil Hospital
after giving. first aid.

20 (twenty) police personnels sustained injuries due to
pelting of stones of whom 2 (two) sustained grievo‘us in-
juries.

On the following day i.e. on 2l. 1. 85 the show was
held at the same vanue in time full capacity of the pa-
ndal (about 8000) including large number of women and
children and it passed off peacefully.
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Shri Altaf Hussain Mazumdar : Mr. Speaker Sir, may
I know from the Hon’ble Chief Minister whether tax ex-
emption was given ? What was the amount given to the
Red Cross Society and District Sports Association. This
information may kindly be given to the House.

Shri Hiteswar Saikia (Chief Minister) : Mr. Speaker,
Sir, it seems, it was done by Red Cross and District Spo-
rts Association. They have some understanding, This ma-
tter would be placed before the House in time,

Shri Benoy Kumar Basumatary : Point of order, Sir.
We have been dealing under Rule 54. We have submitted

a large number of questions. But no reply was forth-com-
ing. Why this has so happened ?

Mr. Speoker : This is not a point of order. One hour

is fixed for reply. We consider this aspect also while
answering the questions.

Matter Under Rule 301.
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" Matter Under Rule 301.

Shri Hitcswar Sa:k;a,. (Chief Minister) : The Ashok
Paper Mills Ltd isa joint venture of the Government of
Assam and Bihar. and the financial mstxtuuons The In-
dustrial Development Bank of India is the lareest share-
holder holding shares worth Rs. 199 lakhs comprising 39.8%
of the total equity capital. The Government of -Assam
and Bihar with the shares worth 159 lakhs and Rs. 79 lakhs
hold 31.8% and 15.8% of the total shares holding respec-
tively. ‘ ‘

The Ashok Paper Mllls had to suspend operations in
1983 (January) mainly an account of difficulties caused by
lack of funds, inadequate supply of power and transpor-
ation difficulties. To meet its requirements for repairs and
modernisation to provide necessary working capital and to
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nieet outstanding liabilities it was seen that a sum of Rs,
50 crores was required. The Assam State Government did
not possess the necessary funds and approached the fin-
ancial institutions and the Central Government to assist
in revival and rehabilitation of the mill. = The financial
institutions as well as the Central Government recommen-
ded that the Industrial Development Bank of India should
prepare a suitable plan to revive the mill with manage-
rial help from private sector, if necessary.

As a result, the IDBI and the State Government have
been actively engaged in efforts to revive the mill and
have formulated a series of propesals from time to time.
Finally, on 14.1. 85, a higll-level meeting was convened
at Bombay by the Industrial Development Bank of India
where the representatives of the State Goverument, the
financial institutions and Gwalior Rayon and Silk Mills,
a private sector enterprises were also preseni. This meeting
was held after the ITC, an enterprise identified by IDBI
earlier to assist in the revival of the unit did not giva
encouraging response. At the same time, the Government
of India also turned down the State Govrament proposal
for earmarking Rs. 9.00 crores of plan funds for revival
of Ashok paper Mills during the 5 year plan. At Bom-
bay, a package plan was evolved whereby the financi-
al institutions would waive interest on loans amoun-
ting to Rs. 29 crores and provide 11.35 croies for capital
investment. The United Bank - of  India would provide
Rs. 500 lakhs as accommodation for workirg capital while
writing off accrued interest of Rs. 100 lakhs on earlier
loans, The State Government of Assam and Bihar would
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take necessary steps to provide exemption from Sales Tax,
assure raw material supply and concessional power in add
ition to providing Rs. 55 crores and Rs, 3.10 crores resp-
ectively as capital investment towards revival of the Mill.
The Gwalior Rayon and Silk Mills would provide man-
agerial expertise along with a loan of Rs. 150 lakhs., The-
se proposals are being examined by various parties con-
cerned and a plan of revival is expected to be finalised
shortly.

The State Government is concerned about the welfare
of the employees of the Unit. It has released Rs. 102 lakhs
to meet their salaries and wages during 1983-84 and is
providing for additional Rs, 150 lakhs during 1984-85.

To protect the interest of the Unit and its employees,
the Ashok paper Mills Ltd has been declared a Relief
undertaking on 5. 1. 84 under the Assam State Relief
Undertakings.
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Shri Mohammad Umaruddin : Sir, may I know from
the Hon’ble Chief Minister whether the project report that
was ‘prepared for Ashok paper Mill wrs a sound project
report  Sir, according to my information the management
is fully responsible for the closure of the Mill. Govern-
ment of Assam did not provide proper -management and
that was -the: main reason for its 'closure. Then, sir, I
would like to know whether the managennent took steps
for audltmg regularly ? According to my information aud-
'1tmg was not done annually Financial anomalies were
not .brought to the notice of the Government, There was
none to. place the relevant flles -before the approprlatc
authonty er, even now we find that bamboos of Goal-
para ha_ve been_ Shlfted to Calcutta and ,ott_)e;’ ‘p.laces of
West Bengal. So, sir, we find that the management was
mamly responsible for all these thmgs The Mil[ has be-
come dead because of the inefficient management prov:ded
by the Government of Assam, Similarly, sir, due to in-
efficient management given by the Government of Assam,
Silghat Jute Cooperative Mill has become dead now. Sir,
in this way we will find that many mills in the State
wnll be declared dead. Sir, I would like to know what
stcps Government have taken agamat those officials who
were mainly responsxble for closure of the Mill, T think
Government have not yet taken any step against those
officers responsible for these phenomenon, Sir, it is a dan-
gerous phenomenon, and unless and until we take appro
priate steps in time all our minor, major and large scale
industries will be socner or later declared as dead. Now,
sir, you will find officers who were responsible are
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away. [ want to know why any action or any enquiry is
not made to find out the real fact and- to fix up the res
ponsibility ¢
. Shri Hiteswar Saikia (Chief Minister ¢ Sir, when this
Mill came into being at that time I was not a member
of this House. According to my information this mill was
started without proper planning and as a matter of fact
in a very unscientific way. It was started in such a way
that if can never earn profit. Now, Sir, we are trying
to revive it. Sir, for its survival the mill will require at-
least Rs. 56 crores, Then, Sir, with the existing mechinery
and its staff, the mill cannot be made profitable one.
Therefore, it requires expansion. For its expansion several
crores of rupees will be necessary. This is the  position.
Then, sir, regarding the closure of the Jute Mill, this Go-
vernment cannot be made responsible for all such faults.
Now, we are trying to revive all the mills which are dead.
Shri Binoy Kumar Busumatary : Sir, is it a fact that
for this Mill Maharaja of Dharbangha has provided machi-
neries etc. 2 I would also like to know what amount of
shares has been contributed by the Government of Bihar,
Shri Hiteswar Saikia (Chief Minister) s Sir, it was star-
ted in Bihar by the Maharaja of Dharbhanga but later on
Government of Bihar was involved. Government of Assam
also thought at that time to start the same in Assam,
Shri. Binoy Kumar Basumatary : Sir, T would like to
know what amount of responsibility lies with the Bihar
Government ?
Shri Hiteswar Saikia (Chief Minister) ¢ Sir, their res-
ponsibility is for the Bihar part and our responsibility is
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for the Assam Part. .
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TR St Aty 3ifes BE W lme ) S faeld @
CERBEE 37 (A, (W ¥ T2 O AW Tumte @1 WL (YT
Bof ity FECe 29 At AR
"' ‘Mr. Speaker : Order, order. Itis. 301. It was raised
urider -Rule 301 (Shri Chandradhar Kalita rose to speak) I
order you to sit down, I hope the hon'ble member will un-
derstand. the “dignity of the House ; :when the  Chair takes
his stand the hon’ble member should take his seat. If he
is satisfied or dissatisfied that is different.. .But.when Itake
my stand he should .not" g0 o0 speaking. My point is the
hon’ble- member will not cross the boundary of Rule 301
On the reply of ,the .Chief Minister if you waat any cla-
rification you can have it. But I cannot allow to conti=
nue in this way. This is not a public meeting. We are
consuming ‘large amount of public money.in the House and
we .must be -conscious of this.
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Shri Altaf Hussain Mazumdar : Mr. Speaker, I take
my stand to support the motion of thanks to the Gove-
rnor moved by the Hon’ble Member Shri Konowar. We
-have passed 1984, a year of uncertainty and iragedy and,
entered into 1985, a year of stability and prosperity. I
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remember, Sir, in October last the whole Nation was sho-

cked due to brutal assassination of late beloved Prime
Minister Shrimati Indira Gandhi. During the last Parl-
tamentary Election. the country gave the massive verdict
for the Congress to administer the country under the yo-
ung and dynamic Prims Minister, Shri Rajiv Gandhi and
tead it to peace and prosperity. Sir, this massive verdict
has added responsibility on the Congress party, not only
at the Centre but also in the States, including this State
of ours. Sir, it is the duty of the party and the Gover-
nment here to work for the peace, progress and prosperity
of the people. Sir, in this context. I very much welcome
the address of the Governor, who has given before yg new
hopes and aspirations of the people and, more over, the
concrete measures that have been suggested for the ame-
lioration of the condition of the rural people and the
people living below the poverty line. Sir, the Governor’s
address has dealt wtth all the major problems of the State
and, in a most pragmatic manner, as far as practicable,
Sir, this very speech gave the achievement of the Govern-
ment as well as the future plan of the Government. This
has become a policy document now. But, Sir, if we ev-
aluate the functioning of the Government, it 1s necessary
to recall the circumstances in which this Government was
installed. If came in power about tow years back on the
27th February, in the darkest days of Assam’s history.
Sir, you will remember well that the whole atmosphere
was vitiated with violence, distrust and mistrust among
the people thousands of people died, thousands of people
got injured and thousands and thousands of people were
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rendered homeless, Sir, with these basic problems before
this Government it come to power. The first and foremost
iask before it was to stabilise law and order. Sir, even
memories are short and require us to imagine and recall
the picture prevailing throughout the capital city of Gau-
hati where life and property was insecure, people felt un-
safe even on broad day light in the public roads. Sir,
we shall have to admit honestly that this Government did
a miraculous job in bringing normalcy in such a situation,
Sir, we also know that due to the agitation which was
started in this State, the development programmes came
to a grinding halt., After the law and order situation was
brought to near normalcy, the wheels of development kte-
gan to move, So, Sir, it is one of the marvellous achi-
evements of the Government and it is for the history to
record it, Sir, this ceaseless effort of the Government
had brought about peace in the life of people of this
State and the new atmosphere of confidence will be built
up around. Sir, the people belonging to different ethnic,
religious and linguistic group will feel secured now and
they would feel their hidden cord which is keeping then
tegether in this State of Assam and Sir, this cord shall
have to be preserved for the survival of the people of
different ethnic, religious and other groups. Sir, we are
happy to note that the prime Minister has reiterated that
he desires early settlement of the foreigners problem. Now,
Sir, everybody is anxious for a solution of the foreigner
problem and check further infiltration in this State. Now
Sir, from the Government Circulars, we find that complete

steps have taken to check infiltration, Now, Sir, because
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of action taken by the Government to maintain law and
order situation, we find. that the movement leaders have
lost their strenght. Sir, what we had found during the
last two years, the people in large numbers came out to
participate national programme despite bandh called by
the agitationist, The people have now started realising that
the agitational approach will not solve the foreigners pro-
blem or any other problems. Sir, I take the liberty to
draw your specific attention about the Address of the Gov-
ernor and there we find that this Government is doing
its best in various fields viz. political, social and econo-
mic. Sir, we find that this Government. has been vigoro-
usly pursuing the policy of maintaining best relation with
the sister States in the North-Eastern Region and trying
to sorting out boundary questions in an amicable manner,
It was also mentioned that efforts are being taken to .
intain complete normalcy all along the inter-State borders
and to explore wider avenues for co-operation with the
sister - States will continue in the days ahead- to come,
Sir, we are happy to see that the Government is seriou-
sly considering the aspect of re-organisation of adminis-
trative machinery for the benefit of the people of the
State. The Administrative Reforms Commission, now asse-
ssing the axequacy and competence of the State admini-
sirative system, will submit its recommendations within a
year, Consequent on the carving out of new districts and
sub-divisions, the number of Mahkuma Parishads had been
raised to 31.” A Committee has been set up to go into
the question of activiting the Blocks and to ensure their
viability and functional independence. Sir, - if we want to

'fl"'
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achieve success in the field of rural development, we shall
have to make the Blocks more strong than it is to-day.
Sir, we find from the Governor’s Address that the: State
Government is committed to ensure a clean administration
and imaginative steps are being planned to weed out cor-
ruption from public life. Sir, it is a wel-come drive.
But we cannot wipe: out corruption over-night. - We know
from the Governor’s address that a Bill is being placed
soon for consideration of this august House as a part of
the Government’s serious endeavour to fight corruption.
L also like to point out that the Government have also
declared that the Bodo Language will be used as an ass-
ociate official Language in Kokrajhar District and the Ud-
alguri Sub-division for purposes specified in the Schedule
to the Assam Official Language Act, 1960.. Sir; that will.
make a long way to make our State more stronger and
liberalism.

So liberalisation will bring the people closer. Sir, it
furtehr appers from the Address of the Governor that a
separate cell -in the State Secretariat is overseeing prelim-
inary works for construction of the State’s permanent capi-
tal in pragjyotishpur. We do hope that this Government
will try to expedite the work so that the cherished desire
of the people may come in to reality in short a time as
possible. Now Sir, so far as the prices of the commodities
are concerned, it is a fact that the prices of the daily
comodities in the State have increased considerably. The
main reasons, as has been explained, that Assam has got
to depend on outside supplies. To combat this, the State
Government is actively considering to constitute a States=
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owned Civil Supplies Corporation in addition to the exis-
ting machinery of the State for procurement and distribu-
tion of essential commodities at reasonable prices. It is
also gratifying to note that the Planning Commission has
sanctioned Rs. 1 crores for the purpose. The Government’s
efforts to ensure regular supply is very much appreciated,
Sir, from the Governor’s Address, we are happy particula-
rly about the welfare activities that are going to be taken
up by this Government. If we go between the lines of
the Governor’s Address, it is evident that the Government’s
main thrust isto see that the rural people’s lot is impro-
ved. We find a net-work of rural forums will be establi-
shed covering the interior countryside and arrangements
will be made for exposure of the farmers not only to the
modern methods of farming but also to other modern devye-
lopments through regular discussions, film and slide shows,
demonstration lectures etc. We must thank the Government
for this imaginative Steps for improvement of the lot of
our farmers. So also, there will be a well-equipped chi-
ldren’s corners in the district libraries because we will
have to build up a strong and contended state of ours. It
is necessary that all facilities should be advanced for the
education of the children right from the very beginning.
Sir, today what is happening that one section of the pe-
ople’s children living in urban areas are getting all the
facilities. So, this programme will go a long way to make
our children from villages to go nearer to the urban boys.
So also Government is going to reorganise the Information
Services of the State Government into an effective medium
for exposure of the mufussil areasto the modern develo-
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Pments, Similarly, arrangements for excursion of young
students of rural are a will acquaint our students with the
modern developments. Now, we find, Assam Houses will
be constructed in Bombay, Madras and Vellore. This will
meet the long need, and the Government must be congra-
tulated for that., We know, the people from Assam go
either for treatment or for other purposes. Itis very diff-
icult to get accommodation which is very costly and be-
yond the means of the common people. So also, we find
lot of people are going to Madras for treatment or for
other purposes. So, the he Houses will largely meet the
requirement of the people of the State visiting the South,
particularly Vellore. In this regard, I have got a sugg-
estion that in constructing an Assam House there, Gover-
nment should try to find a land near the Christian Me-
dical College Hospital, though the price of the land will
be higher in that locality. If it is constructed at a distant
place, there will be some inconvenience for the patients.

So, however is entrusted to find out the land, the
specific instruction should be given that it should be near
_the Christian Medical College Hospital. The Government
has also given due consideration in this address for faci-
lities to skilled village weavers, artisans etc. to organise
group exhibitions in the towns. Government on its own
will endeavour to provide them with wider accommodation
in State and national level exhibitions, State awards will
be instituted for best performance in arts and culture in
different examinations conducted by the Universities and
the Secondary Education Boards in the State. Sir, late
Prime Minister, Smti. Indira Gandhi’s 20-point programme
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is mainly meant for the upliftment of the poorer sections
of the people. To bring up the people below the pove-
rty line, it is very satisfying to note that the present Go-
vernment has given utmost attention to 20-point progra-
mme. There may be lapses here and there, but the fact
remains that the overall performance of the Government
is very good, in spite of the handicaps created by the agi-
tation. Sir, it appears monitoring at the grass-rood level
is being done by Commitiees at Block and District level,
and the computer facility has been introduced in the Chief
Minister’s Sectt. to review the implementation for the wh-
ole State. Sir, the State has dope well in regard to IR-
‘DP, NREP, surplus and distribution, economic assistance
to scheduled caste families, improvement of slum : areas
environment, provision for house building sites for econo-
mically weaker sections, tree plantation, sterilisation, esta-
blishment of public health centres and sanctioning - of
ICDS blocks.

Sir, the integrated rural development in this state has
shown impressive progress as reflected in the coverage of
1,05, 179 families against the traget of 80, 000 families.
Sir, the Governor has very rightly stated that he is very
happy because Assam surpassed all other States and Union
Territories in IRDP in December last. Earlier too, since
April, 1984, the States’ position was either 2nd or 3rd in
the Country. Similarly, sir, the performance has been no
less spectacular in the NREP in which Assam surpassed
all other States and Union Territories in July, 1984 and
was amongst the best three also in December, 1984. I
agree with the fact that there are lapses at the lower
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level. Though there are lapses, the average achievement
cannot be minimised. It is also heartening to note thaé
apart from the benefits of the general programmes, special
weightage has also been given for the backward and mino-
rity communities. Their problems are being studied and
special measures taken exclusively for them. It is also
encouraging to know that a research wing is being set
up to collect data in respect of the minorities and Assam
Minorities Development Board will implement Prime Mi-
niter’s directives and the suggestions of the. Minority Co-
mmission. The Directorate of Social Welfare -and Probatin
and Directorate of Tea Garden and Ex-Tea-Garden Tribes
along with other development corporations are also ren-
dering service in various spheres. Itis also highly appre-
ciable that in appreciation of one backwardness of weaker
communities and groups of people the Government have
adopted a policy and issued instructions for reservation
of seats in Technical, Medical institutions etc. Sir, there
is commitment on the part of the Government but the
thinking of the buneaucracy is not on the same line, There
is a vested interest and the vested interests are trying to
nullify all our efforts. Sir, in this connection I would
like to request the Hon’ble Chief Minister to place effi-
cient add secular officers who would sincerely devote for
the the upliftment of the backward classes. As regards the
proper representation of the population pattern in Govern-

. ment offices, may I request the Chief Minister kindly to

ask-all the officers to give the data in order to get the
clear picture. Sir, I am constrained to say this because
in my own district-Cachar we find the picture is otherwise,
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Sir, T have come to know that though the Government
have asked certain information from some D. Cs but
they have not furnished the information to the Government
Sir, if the data is called from the respective officers, then
you will find that a  particular community of people is
getting jobs from years together depriving others. So, Sir,
my suggestion is that Chief Minister may kindly call for
the data and go through the same in a very categorical
manner and there should be penal provision for the defa-
ulting officers. Sir, we know our dynamic Chief Minister,
who has been able to solve most difficult problem in our
time creditably and maintained law and order in the State,
will surely be able to do suitice to all effectively & set
-things right in this direction. Then, Sir, under the 20 point
programnies schemes have been taken up to develop cult-
ivation of maize. ginger, oil-seeds, pulses, fruits, paddy
and wheat 'and other cash crops with special stress on imp-
rovement of the lot of tribal and scheduled caste farmers.
Sir, it is a fact that we cannot provide Government jobs
to everybody in the State, Therefore, our economy has to
be suatained on agriculture and all emphasis should be
given for increased production. Now, sir, I am coming to
the irrigation development of the State. Thereis no den-
ying the fact that Assam is lagging behind in comparison
with other western States like Punjab etc, Irrigation system
in Punjab was first given by the British and in Punjab
people got a sort of conception quite distinct from others.
Of course, in our State the irrigation development has' as-
sumed great significance in the context of our ambitious
targets in agriculture. [In 1984-85 the the total investment
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in this sector is likely to be around Rs. 50.90 crores with
a likely achievement of 34700 hectares bringing the status
of Trrigation development to 17.27 per cent of the estimated
need of the State. The current year’s programme has taken
special care of the requirements for Scheduled castes and
Scheduled Tribes by earmarking for their areas 36.819% of
the allocation for General areas. New minor schemes are
proposed to be taken up during the current year.” Sir,
it is no doubt an ambitious programme the execution of
which is bound to bring a substantial change in the lot
of our poor cultivators. Sir, this is a departmment where
devoted officers are required. Unfortunately, I shall have
to draw the attention of the hon’ble Ministter, Irrigation
that in spite of some improvement in the Brahmaputra
Valley so far as irrigation is concerned, things in Cachar are
(voice : in Karimganj also).......yes, Sir, in Karimganj also,
things are in a very bad shape. Eved in my constituency
Sir, T find schemes were sanctioned 5 to 6 years back, but
none of these has materialised yet. In my constituency
schemes are left half done. So all 2long T was suggesting
to Government to complete some schemes and give water
to the people so thatthis may encourage others to co-op-
erate with the department in the execution of other schemes.
I brought this to the notice of the Minister and he was
kind enough to send one officer to look into the difficul-
ties and take on the spot decision so that the work could
be started before 31st March. The officer went and came
back from the Circuit House. So this is the type of off-
cer, we have. And how can we expect to bring any imp-
rovement by them ? So let the top brass of the department
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be directed to go and stay there and find out where the
difficulty is. Then only Sir, things may take a shape for
speedy execution of the shemes.

Then Sir, in flood control “adequate stress has also
been given on implementation of flood control scheme... ..
The anticipated achievements for 1984-85 and targets for
1985-86 in terms of protection coverage are 6100 and 47800
hectares respectively.” Sir, in this context I would like
to draw the attention of the hon’ble Chief Minister to one
fact. From the experiences in Cachar it was found that
embankments have not been able to meet the major floods ;
only the medium floods can be checked. So from long
before the people are crying for a barrage. There has
been investigation about a Dam across Barak river. It is
under the control of Government of India. I would like
to know from the Chief Minister at what stage it is
to-day. Is it grogressing and if the scope of materialisation
is within the reasonable time ¢ Sir, Barak Dam will not
only protect to the people of area, but this Dam will
also generate power for the whole area and can also su-
pply to other States.

Sir, the other difficult problem is unemployment pre-
blem. All the hon’ble members know that most of their
time valuable time is taken by this vexed problem. So
also is the case with the Ministers and Chief Ministers,
Every day in the Assembly campus hundreds of boys are
rushing to their respective MLAs and Ministers for reco-
mmendation so that they can have some provision some-
where. It is a massive problem. So I would suggest that
Government take utmost, foremost and topmost consider-
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ation to find out how effectively this problem can be
solved to certain extent. Full employment is not possible.
Even in most advanced countries, there is unemployment
problem. But let there be efforts so that unemployment
problem can be attacked and tackled properly. From the
employment exchange statistics it reveals that the number
of job seekers registered an increase of 16.4 per cent from
4. 16 lakhs in June, 1983 to 4. 84 lakhs in June, 1984.
The number of educated job seekers was around 2. 45
lakhs constituting about 50 per cent of the total. The
number of women job seekers was around 59,000 and SC
and ST about 25,000 and 34,000 respectively. The total
number of vacancies notified during the period through
Employment Exchanges was 11,788 against which 85,248
applicants were sponsored. We are happy to note that
this social welfare scheme and it will be extending............

In the case of employment, Government has got some
responsibility. (bell rang at this stage)... Sir, I want at-
least ten minutes more and I may be permitted to continue.

Mr, Deputy Speaker : You have already taken a long
‘time since you started at 11.35,

Shri Altaf Hussain Mazumdar : Just few more minutes
sir. Now with regard to employment, Government cannot
absolve itself of its responsibility for providing employ-
ment. It has got a duty to see and over-see that a!l sections
of the people of the State get employment. Sir, I am
happy to see that Government has exercised this autho-

rity and as taken recourse to employment under Regula-
tion 3 (f) to correct the imbalance. I would say that Go-

vernment should not at all hesitate to take recourse to
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Regulation 3 (f) whenever needed so that all sections or
.communities get due share of employment and some co-
mmunities are not deprived in the name of so called com-
petition. Sir, this so-called competition is a very funny thing,
If you put, say an engineer’s son to compete with a ricksha-
walla’s son there cannot be any taill competition. If you
put a well-fed and well-to-da person to compete with g
half-fed or poor person, there cannot be any just compe-
tition. For the competition, they should be at aqual level
and then you can ask them to compete. So Government
has a duty to do justice in respect of employment and
take recourse to Regulation 3 (f) for the purpose. There
may be criticism here and there, and there must be criti-
cisms. There have been criticisms against every govern-
ment. A section of the people have been shouting that
this Government is an illegal Government. It should per-
form its duties and responsibilities towards the people,
Sir, I find a number of Block Development Officers have
been recruited recently under Regulation 3 (f) out of which
48 people belong (o backward communities, scheduled ca-
stes and scheduled tribes. I am happy that about 209
of these communities and 137 of religious miinorities have
been given employment as B. D. Os under 3(f) Regulation.
T am happy at that, So also in the Education Department
sir, some appointments have been made under Regulation
3(f). As far as I know and could collect, I find in the
recruitment of S. I. of Schools, six Nepalese people have
-been given appointment. It is a very good thing. They
are a part of our population and they must feel that this

is our own Government,
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(Interruption )

Mr. Deputy Speaker : Hon. Member is requested to cut
short his speech and finish it by 12.30 p.m. by all means.

Shri Altaf Hussain Mazumdar ¢ Sir, I will try. Simila-
rly S. 1. of Schools have been recruited, some of which
from the ex-Tea Garden Communities., Some posts have
been given to them also. So this has been possible only
because of recourse of Regulation 3 (f). Similarly from
the Muslim minority community have been appointed under
this Regulation. So we have nothing to grudge. And
Government has got to take recourse to Regulation 3(f)
to correct the imbalance created in the matter of employ-
ment and there should not be any hesitation on its part
to do so. (bell rang)........ Sir, Tam trying to become brief
in my speech as the time is short, but I am afraid, I
might need 10 minutes more. Sir, we all know, forests
are indispensable for our own survival. For ecological bala-
nce, and for supply of essential items, State Goveroment
should preserve the forests and create new forests and allow
its harnessing so long it does not disturb the ecological
balance. Sir, I am happy to find that this Government
has attached topmost attention to the preservation of forests.
More attention has been given to this Department because
the Chief Minister was pleased to look after this portfolio.
That itself shows that more attention is being given to the
activities of this Department. Sir, I find from the Governor’s
Address that “Forests occupy a place of prominence in the
economy of our State, and the Government have been al-
ways anxious to preserve and expand State’s forests. An

additional area of 18,105 hectares has been brought un-
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der plantation during the current year and itis proposed
to cover 26,330 hectares more in the next year.” Sir
- ]

this i_s a big achievement no doubt. At the same time
it is a very ambitious programme. (interruption)

Mr. Deputy S_peaker: Hon, Member has already taken
45 minutes. You will please finish it now,

“Shri Altaf Hussain Mazumdar : Sir, I will just ask
for some more minutes. Generally I do not take much
time of the House, but 1 have some more points to say,
Now the most welcome feature is that measures have been
taken to protect the forest resources from poachers, enc-
roachers and smugglers, and an Assam Forest Protection
Force is being raised with 700 personnel under a Comfn-

andant. Number of seats in the Assam Forest School has

also been raised from 64 to 84 during the current year;
Sir, these are the schemes of the Government for the pre-
servation of our forests and forest wealth, There might be
lapses here and there. They were there earlier also, but the

fact remains that an overall approach to this (interruption).

Mr., Deputy Speaker : Please conclude your speech.

Shri Altaf Hussain Mazumdar : Sir, I want a few
more minutes after lunce break. Sir, it has been stated
that Government is giving permits to the people for ex-
traction from forests. There are saw mills, Many of the
saw mills have been opened in the past. (Interruption)

Mr. Deputy Speaker : Order, order please. It 1isal-
ready 12.30 P. M. The House stands adjourned till 2.30
p. M. to-day. After that Shri Hem Prakash Narayan will

make his speech.
The House reassembled after lunch with Mr. Speaker

in the Chair, at 2. 30 p. m:

““' -
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that they will try to reduce their time because all the
hon’ble men.bers are aware we could not utilise two and
half hours yesterday and tweo and half hours day before
yesterday and we will have to complete it today. And

there are large number of speakers too. So, I request

the hon’ble members to be precise in their speech. Now,-

Shri Mathura Deka.
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Shri Debesh Chakrabarty : “Mr.  Deputy Speaker Sir,
I riseto support the Motion of Thanks: introduced by the
hon. member “Shri Debananda Konwar and seconded by
Shri Silvius Condpan on the Governocr’s Address. “Sir, acc-
ording to the norms of the Parliamentary system  the first
session of the assembly is to be addressed by the  Gover-
‘nor and in this address he outlines the principle of the
Government which will be followed: during ‘the year. This
is also a reflexion of the Government ‘policy tobe folle-
wed: during the coming year. Sir, while appreciating the
policies of the Government outlines by the Governor cer-
tain partinent questions crop up in mind. Whether the
policy of the Government will help the State to become
a Welfare State ? Whether it-is the policy of the Gov-
ernment to help the State for an all round development'?
Whether it is the intention of the Government to safeguard
the interest of all the minorities, linguistic or religious ?
After a careful observation I came to the conclusion that—
yes, the answers is positive, Sir, I belicve and also con-
fident that everyday is a better day for the State of Assam.
‘Every tomorrow is‘a better tomorrow for Assam, Sir, first
of all T would like to suggest that the first necessity of
the State to-day is to maintain the ‘peace and hermoney
at any cost amongst ‘all sections of the people. In the
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Governor’s address we have found that Government has .. |

given stress on that point and if everything go well it
will bring a new era inthe State of Assam, Sir, Gove=
roment is taking all possible steps to maintain peace and
harmony which is the need of the present time. There
are efforts to bring cultural exchanges amongst all sections
of the community. Sir, a few days back at Gauhati there
was 2 book fair and in this fair we have seen a very lar-
ge number Assamese buyers have purchased Bengali Books
and Bengalis have -purchased Assamese Books. Sir, this
is a step towards linguistic toleration which will bring the
integrity of the State. Sir, the Governor in his Address
given top most priority to this fact and he has mentioned
that there has been an Integritation Council to bring a
feeling of good will among all classes of people. Sir, not
only this Integration Committee can fulfil our aim, our
ideas but more is necessary Sir. Sir, you will adwmit that
language also plays a vital role for assimilation and for
maintenance of integrety -of the various linguistic groups
of people in Assam. Sir, these linguistic and religious
minority groups, they want to learn Assamese, they want
to mix with the mainstream of the society or their own
accord. In Lumding we invited an Assamese theatre group
— and this cultural exchange plays a vital role in the in-
tegration of the country— and thousands and thousands
of minority people witnessed the theatre and they encou-
raged it and the troupe also got encouraged. So it is a
positive sign. T hope the Government will take measure
to encourage the Assamese troupes to move all over the
country and bring about integration. Sir, in Lumding
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there is no Assamese language in Bengali ‘medium schools
teacher. I drew the attention of the Minister to it but
I do not know why Sir, we the linguistie minority people
are not allowed to learn Assamese inspite of our willin-
eness. I do not like to say there isa conspiracy against
us but why this elective subject is not taught I do not
know Sir. So I draw the attention of the Chief Minister
to it Sir. Now, let us see whether measures have been
taken for the development of Assam. This Governor’s
address is the policy statement of the Government. Sir,
one thing is clear that is the previous Governments of
Assam did not want to expand the railway. I was in the
railways and I have seen the Government of Assam was
very much apathetic to the railways. Only this Govern-
ment took initiative for the expansion of the railways and
brought broad gauge railway. As a Tesult in course of
time industry will be developed in Assam and the rail-
ways will also employ thousands and thousands of people
and this Government has done it Sir. This Government
realised that in Assam we must get certain benefits frem
the railways and as a result a container depot has been
introduced in Assam, and the benefit will be derived in
the near future. Sir, Uptill now only three or four peo-
ple are there in the class one category from Assam in
the railways and as a result large scale development of
railways did not take place in Assam because of the apathy
of the pursows menesly to words the plus on Assam. But
with the initiative taken by this  Government the position
has changed. Next Sir, is the relation with the neighbo-
uring States, If the relation with the neighbouring States
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are not improved. it will be impossible to develop the State.
So, the Government took steps aud the relations with the
neighbonring States were improved. Once they  were the
integral-part of Assam and incourse of time our relations -
were strained. But now the other States have accepted
the leadership of Assam and they want to develop their
States in line with Assam, Sir, we are the minorities of
Assam— religious and linguistic minority, Hindi and Ne-
palese speaking minority, there was no corporation- to look
after our interest. We have got integrety, we have got
sincerety and in the crucial days our people stood behind
the Government for the development of Assam and save
Assam from complete disaster. We want to live in Assam-
with self-respect and we have seen in the Governor’s add-
ress that our Government is going to implement the Mi-
nority Commision®s recommendations through the Miunority
Board and we hope that the Board will look after the
development of the minorities, bote linguistic and religi-
ous, and we hope this Government will take initiative fo
safeguard our interests.  Sir, next is economic affairs,
What the common people want Sir? They want the bare
minimum of life— they want rice, dal, oil— the bare ne-
cessities of life and these should be ensured, Sir, this will
be done through the Civil Supplies Corporation Sir, [
put a question twenty days before the commencement of
the session as to where the Government is going to est-
ablish the Civil Supplies Corporation to check price rise.
Sir, our people deserve there things and it is the duty of
the Government to ensure the supply of the minimum nece-
ssities of life and that is also going to be executed Sir.
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'« Then education Sir. In the last session I put the sugge-
stion before the Government about free supply of books
and uniforms. This has been done and I quite welcome
it Sir. But at the same time, Sir, this derartment is not
doing justice to us. In the Governor’s address we have
seen the mention of universalisation of primary education.
But in our area it is paralysed. Our minority students
are not getting education. As Chairman of the Advisory
Board when I visit different areas I find for hundreds
of students there is no teaching and the foundation of
the education system has been affected and in course of"
time, the entire community, nay the entire race will be
affected. Therefore, Sir, I would like to draw. the atten-
tion of the Education Department to that. Sir, we find
that one of the Hon’ble members Shri Basumatary has
raise these things and has made mention about the com-
puter. Sir, I am very happy that computer has got its
place in the Governor’s address. Sir, invention of compu-
ter is a third revolution, the first revolution was the in-

~ vention of electricity while the second revolution was the
industrialisation. Sir, invention of computer has brought
the universe closer and the distance between the places
have been shortened. Therefore, Sir, more introduction
of this computer in some selected schools will not seive
the purpose. I would, therefore, like to request the Go-
vernment to give appropriate attention th this matter,

Sir, there is Lokayukata Bill which is going to be in-
troduced soon. Sir, we the Hon’ble members feel that this
bill will be effectively implemented so as to remove the
corruption and unholly practive in our life. Sir, my humble
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submission to the Chief Minister and Ministers is that
they will effectively deal with corruption so as to bring
a clean administration for the people. Sir, corruotion -is
now the order of the day there is corruption at the level
of Lot Mandal, corruption is DIC and in police. This has
very adversely affected the life of the people. Sir, I would
like to make make a special mention of the corruption in
DIC. Sir, for every application they demand four thousand
or five thousand from the educated unemployed youth,

Sir, these educated unemployed youths borrow money
from tﬁe money-lenders and pay these officers in order to
get their work done. This is particularly so in the Now-
gong district, Sir, whenever we introduce a new scheme
for the people this opens up scopes for corruption also.

Sir, regarding the foreigners’ issue, it has found place
in the Governor’s address. Sir, this foreigner’s issue is an
assault to our morality and our dignity. It is not anew
thing for us in Assam - the linguistice minority has faced
this problem so times. But, Sir, this time our Hon’ble
Chief Minister has taken a right and justified initiative to
solve this problem. Sir, we went to see that this foreig-
ners’ issue is solved once for all so that no such problem
is faced in future in Assam, Sir, we the linguistice mino-
rity want to live at par with the other citizens of Assam
and this is our demand. Sir, this is our legitimate dem-
and because this issue is not a new one in our State. This
kind of problem has also been faced in other developing
countries like Vietnam, korea Germon also where countary
was parli lioneev or postical conseerehon. But, Sir, the
kind of problem has not been faced by anybody clse. Sir,

L2}
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the minorities have rallied behind the Hon’ble Chief Mini-
ster and will do so, so long we find that he is interested
to protect our interests. Sir, as regards the appointment
of minorities in Government jobs we have faced some tro-
ubles to some extent. It isonly the officers who are res-
ponsible in depriving jobs to the minorities. This is beca-
use we have adopted the system of representation on popu-
lation pattern. In Assam large scale appointments have been
made in which the minorities have suffered most. Sir, our
Chief Minister sympathetic to us. Though Government has
noble intention it can not fullfil it as some of the officers
forget their responsibilities and duties. Sir, Assam cannot
march ahead in the matter of development so long these
corrupt officers are there.

Sir, with regard to the administrative reforms, there
have been many ommisions which will not help us. I
would like to suggest thiat Government of Assam should
introduce the Master Business Management Course. Sir,
at Delhi I have seen many top officials of Public Sector
and army also take training in this Course, This taught
the affective public relation and taught with public not
other officials not political teachers maintain relation with
public.

Sir, T would also like to submit before you about the
professional Tax. Sir, this should be abolished or else
there should reformation in the professional Tax Rules,
because though the scale of pay has increased but the rate
of professional tax has not changed. Sir, the persons who
are drawing less salary are paying the same amount of
professional tax as the persons drawing more pay. The



66 Debates on Governor's Address 13th March

State Governments as well as the Central Government should

realise that there should be a change in the Professional -

Ta.x Sir, with these words I extend my support to the
motion of thanks brought forward -by the Hon’ble member
Shri Devananda Konwar. Thank you, Sir.
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Shri Devendra Konwar & Mr. Speaker, Sir, I have
been listening with interest and attention the speeches made
by the hon’ble members on the motion of thanks which
I moved on the Governor’s Address including those deli-
vered in support of the amendments tabled by two of the
hon’ble members from the Opposition. In fact, I congra-
tulale all the hon’ble members who- have participated on
this motion of thanks on the Governor’s Address to this
august House and put up valuable suggestions on policy
decisions and execution of works in verious departments.
As a matter of fact, discussion on the Governor’s Address
is a parliamentary device inbuilt in the Constitution and
it provides valuable opportunities to this august House to
discuss on the failures and successes of the administrasion,
The motion of thanks which I moved in terms of Article
176 of the Constitution read with Rule 14 of the Rules
of this House is in accordance with the norms of parli-
amentary from the Government and in a measure, it re-
presents the appreciation of the House for the address

made to it on behalf of the responsible and responsive

Government. The Governor’s address which has been de-
bated, has given the board -outlines of specific Governs
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~ = ment policies that are being pursued and to be pursued.
' In fact if is admirably exhaustive, although it is not sup-
posed to be exhaustive, having touched upon 29 broad-
heads of administration right from law and order up to
flood and earthquake damages to the tune of Rs. 165
crores. It has even covered the very recent event like
holding the National Handloom ‘85 Expo—exhibition' held

at the Capital of the State. Constitutionally speaking, the
Governor’s ' Address to this august House under Article

w 176 is a curtain raiser of thg budget Session. Now many
hon’ble members who have spoken on this motion of tha-

nks on‘ the Governor’s Address and who have also tabled
amendments, have largely dwelt on the failures and shor-
tcomings of the administration, thatis, at the stage of the
imp]c;,me'ntation of Government plans and programmes. As

I have said already. Governor’s Address is not> a catalo-

gue of the Governmental performance. It indicates only

” the contours of Government policies or charting out or

pegginp out of the future course of action Government
is going to follow. Viewed from this angle, the Gover-
nor’s address has touched upon the whole gamut of the
Government administration.  While the Governor is a part
of the legislature of the State and the Chief Executive
head of the State, he has in his address touched upon
the very important burning issues of the State. For ex-
ample, he has mantioned at page 2 “there will not be
any let up in the Government’s vigilance against infiltra-
tion and the administration will continue to make sincere
efforts to locate the infiltrators without causing harass-

ment to genuine citizens.” The problem with recard to
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stoppage " of foreign infiltration is, therefore, considered to
be a very burning problem for years together and it per-
turbed the minds of all. On this crucial issue the Gov-
ernor has assured this august House and through this au-
gust House, the people of Assam, as to how the Admi-
nistration was going to stope this menace. Secondly, one
hon’ble speaker who has just concluded his speech has
mentioned about the electoral roll. With regard to that
also, in the Governor’s Address it has been assured that
the electoral roll is expected to be published soon. In
this way the Governor has outlined the policy decision,
and in accordance with the parliamentary system of Go-
vernment it is obligatory on behalf of this august House
to move a motion of thanks on the Governor’s Address.
I would like to request the hon’ble members who have
‘tabled 2 amendments to this motion, kindly to withdraw
their amendments. With regard to various criticisms of
the administration, the hon’ble Members will nodoubt hear
the reply from the hon. Leader of the House. Hon. Chief
Minister, T hope will reply on administrative lapses or
short-comings and the respective Ministers will certainly
take mnote of these. With these I commend the motion
for the 'acceptance of the House which I hope the House
will adopt. 1 conclude Sir.

Mr. Speaker : I am sorry I cannot allow the hono-
urable member to speak any further on the Address of
the Governor. After the light refreshment the honourable
Chief Minister will give his reply. Now, the House will
adjourn for 20 minutes. The hon, members of the House,
the Press Representatives, the officers in the Official Galary
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and reporters are requested to go to Room No. 1 for a light
refreshment, The House stands -adjourned till 5.20 p. m.

(.The-House re-assembled after tea break with hon’-
ble Mr. Speaker in the Chair at 5.20 PM.)

Mr. Speaker : Now the hon’ble Chief Minister- will reply.
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seWe were highly impressed by the construction of
School buildings under NREP, Were shown two cases of
extension of old buildings and one new construction. What
was highly satisfactory was the mobilisation of resources

Mt
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by the community to supplement  NREP fun‘dé-. Actually,.
NREP funds triggered. off a process of resource mobilisat-
jon by the people to have better educational - facilities for
their children. Teachers, students and--the general public

“were highly enthusiastic about these-schemes.. They dem-

anded for the allocation of funds under NREP for further
extension of the buildings, playgrounds, auditorium etc. All
these schemes satisfied the long felt need of the -community.

We were also equally impressed by the Bhojkhowa-
Bundh-cum-drain project. This nullah connects two rivulets..
and passed through a- fairly upland area. It provides irr.-e
igation basically supplemental to 45 hectares of paddy land..
It is a very effective scheme, Per hectare cost comes to
roughly Rs. 511 which is very.low compared to the stand-
ard cost per hectare of medium irrigation- scheme. There
should be ‘many more such schemes for irrigation and dra-
inage as it would provide-continuing benefits to-. the lan-.
diess workers “by: increasing - the  cropping . intensity. Such.
schemes would provide much needed infrastructure for J.JO,:,-.
osting up agricultural production; ' L

We are highly satisfied by the tremendous efforts made
by the administration in sincerely implementing the Anti-
poverty programmes under the inspiring guidahce and lee-
dership of the Chief Minister” |
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The situation is so troubled in Assam — right now—
that nothing is functioning. The agitation hag affected
the normal work of Government and has made it almost
impossible to help the people............
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Shri G. U. Borbhuyan is qualified for selection on me-
“rit to undergo training at the Forest College at Burnihat.
Shri Borbhuyan should have joined the College after ob-
taining permission from Government— instead he has left
his post without authority and entered into correspondence
directly with Government of India. He has been asked
to explain his conduct......... qfe faax sre sfHa o tfaq o
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©#q 4idita (3fes, Dr. Burner, who came to the Court of
Emperror Shahjahan and Aurangjeb wrote in his histori-
cal note— in India corruption has been a traditiona] phe-
nomena. He wrote to his Minister > My Lord in the East
the Great are never approached without anything in hand.
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feat Cofft62 ~Poroias 92 7 caet | ot awt wat fif 33

fa=5g i |
Shri Binoy Kumar Basumatary : Mr. Speaker Sir, the

Hon’ble Chief Minister has already completed his speech.
But he has not replied the points which I had raised ear-
lier in my speech. Did we not remember, in the last
occasion, about charges against M. L. A. appeared in the
Newspaper ? [ challenged and I had requested to bring
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it before the Privilege Committee as per Rule 58. Sir,
even the senior member like Md Umaruddin, from the
Treasury Bench, did not co-operate with us in this res-
pect. So, therefore, Sir, gradually in the State, we have
developed a situation that this House has not been able to

face the public. The Hon’ble Chief Minister has stated

that he will discharge the Minister if he is proved guilty.
That is a very good thing, That is why, what we want
is that as we are governed by Rule, if is for the interest
of the House to get a categorical clarification that the
Government would bring a breach of privilege to which
I would be a party to work under Rule 58. 1 also wan-
ted to know about border fencing. I had mentioned, Sir,
whether the boider fencing proposal is there or the scheme
is shelved. Sir, I had produced photographs which amply
demonstrate the atrocities meted out to tribal people. They
were beaten in their backs. The aftrocities are of very
serious nature. Will the Heon’ble Chief Minister catego-
rically state that inhuman treatment on the tribal would
be stopped ?

Shri Hiteswar Saikia (Chief Minister) : Sir, regarding
border fencing, I could not refer in my speech. During
my last visit to Delhi, T met Hon’ble Prime Minister,
Home Minister, Defence Minister, Cabinet Secretary and
Home Secretary and discussed with them about border fen-
cing. During discussion, they have assured that the work
would be resumed soon. Sir, it isa fact that during the
period of elections, we have not been able to contact ag-
ain, I assurc that by to-day or tomorrow, 1 will be able
to contact the higher authorities in Delhi and I will let
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the House know about the exact position
border fencing works. As regards tribals, I assure the Ho-
use that the tribals will be protected and nobody will
harass them.

Shri Abdul Muhib Mazumdar ( Minister, Parliamen-
tary Affairs ) Sir, Hon’ble Member Shri Basumatary has,
perhaps, mentioned the incident which occured in the Ga-
uhati Circuit House. We would like into the matter and
appropriate action would be initiated.

Mr. Speaker : Now, Mr. Hemen Das and Shrj Binoy
Kumar Basumatary to withdraw the Amendment,

( voices — No, No).

Mr. Speaker : There are two amendments moved by
(1) Shri B. K. Basumatary and (2) moved by Shri Hemen
Das. Now [ put first amendment No. 1 that at the end
of the Motion of Thanks on the Governor’s Address mo-
ved by Devananda Konwar the following be added -

« But regret to note that the Governor’s Address has
failed to focus the differences between the Governor’s
claim of welfare measures and the actual happenings at

the grass-root level in the State”.
( The amendment is lost )

Now T put amendment No. 2.

@2 faata Aete TN AT AWIET (FET w7 Swife
st St ww @fbafesis FwAag w31 AT dleeag s
eolqw 1 4T @B 90 (202 ©IF AL @R e
fagl @affafl «3—

(s) wifes fagra =i UFE gzd QI s
(3) wA=ERE oie fRrsran sfenzs Reta sweta U8l dw
Ffqa @l |

in respect of s

ilng
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(¢) fagedt apifss A9l ANEET CTa® SRR A MO ED
Ff3g Al |

(s) vz arw fofes Bme qiff «rwdics ol g99T @i®
Ffaq erre fAceia iz A Awe faegq {3 @l |

(¢) 4% (Z 4% FA-FAAR AIZ BT FfIate waml €T et |

(v) FSE iRt e fie) s AANAIZ TS TS
catsii 4f{a &S | '

() 53 wemq Wb Sl @ 53 wEEI opiueARe @fte
oite Wi @iee Tb fawsd Ffe @ )

(v) wec fasgais faesdl o e weml 9T @ |

(3) Aol <T@ sipTazaNEl (Il @919 I WA T @A
zfqa @is |

(s0). BITA =t AsffrfEte (gl A aeee wifie se-

Fg @4 @t |
( The amendment is lost )

. Now I put the Motion before the House.

« That the Members of the Assam Legislative Assem-
bly assembled in this Session are grateful to the Gover-
nor for the address he has been pleased to deliver to the

House today, the 6th March, 1985.”
( Motion is adopted )

Now the House stands adjourned till tomorrcw the
14th March, 1985.
ADJOURNMENT

The House then rose at 7-14 PM and stood adjour-
ned till 10 AM on thursday, the 14th March, 1985.

\ P. D. Barua
Dated Dispur Secretary

The 13th March, 1985 Assam Legislative Assembly,



