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STARRED
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

(To which oral replies were given)

Date : 12th March, 1985.
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Mr. Speaker :—This question has been clatorafely
discussed and the Hon’ble Minister has stated that he
has no documents with him at present and he is ready
to give the informations afterwards:; so, we should nct
repeat the same question.

Now, Question No. 12.
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8 : QUESTIONS [ 1985

Shri BINOY KUMAR BASUMATARY :—In reply,
the Minister has stated that the estimates were submitted
late. Is it not true that the flood occurred in- September
1984 9 How is it that the department was sleeping till
the month of February, 19857

Shri ZEHIRUL ISLAM, (Minister) :—We will look
into this.

Shri BINOY KUMAR BASUMATARY :—His reply
is evasive. We want to know why this estimate was sub-
mitted late. This sort of inefficiency cannot be tolerated.
We want only to know why this was late. What does
it mean, “It will be Jooked into”” ? Disciplinary action
should be taken: Sir, whether there was any instructions
that these estimates should be submitted in time ? Why,
<«:t should be looked into” ? ;

Mr. Speaker :—He will take necessary action. This
applies for everything.
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Shri ALTAF HOSSAIN MAZUMDAR :—Sir, it is
not understood clearly whether it was a committed expen-
diture ? It was not an unforseen expenditufe and when
it was a committed expenditure then why it was not in-
cluded in the budget?

Shri MUKUT SHARMA (Minister) :—Sir, it is a
committed expenditure and we are trying to rectify it.
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1985] QUESTIONS 11

Shri ALTAF HOSSAIN MAZUMDAR :—Sir, may
I know from the Hon’ble Minister, Educaticn whether
it was not a committed expenditure on the part of the
Government ? If it is so, then why it was not inciuded
in the budget ? If it was not inciuded due to the negli-
gence of any officer, then why the Government is not
making him responsible for such negligence? Sir, may 1
kiiow from the Hon'ble IMinister whether Goveriimment
will take appropriate action against the officer for whose
negligence such things has happened and would also re-
quest the Hon'ble Minister to ensure that such thing
should not take place in future ?
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Mr. Speaker : -Now item No. 2.

Under Rule 230 of the Rules of Procedure and Con-
duct of Business in Assam Legislative Assembly, T called
a meeting of the Business Advisory Committee at 12-30
P. M. on 11th March, 1985 in my Chamber at Dispur.

The Committee discussed about the allotment of time

for debate on Governor’s Address. The debate on Gover-
nor’s Address will continue upto 13th March, 1985. Out
of the total time available 24 hours will be allotted to
the - Opposition members including the time already taken,
The rest of the time will be allotted to  the Ruling
party which will include replies of the Hon’ble Chief
Minister and other Hon’ble Ministers.

The Committee further decided to take up discussion
on the Supplementary Appropriation, if any, and voting
on the Supplementary Demaads for grantS for the year
1984-85 including the passing of the appropriation (No. 1)
Bill, 1985 on 16th March, 1985 instead of 18th March
1985 as fixed earlier. On 18th March, 1985 the Busi-
/Mess fixed earlier for 16th March, 1985 will be taken up.

A copy of the revised Calendar has already been
circulated amongst the Hon'ble Members.

I hope this has the approval of the House.
(Voices : yes, yes,).

Now, item No. 3. Mr. Mahammed Ali to call the
attention of the Minister, Jails under Rule 54.
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Shri ABDUL MUHIB MAZUMDAR, (Minister,
Jails) :—Sir, two questions are involved here. One is
regarding quality of the blankets supplied. As I have
stated, when the blankets were supplied it was found
that the blankets were below quality. That js why when
this came to the notice, the supplier was asked to re-
place them. The supplier also admitted that it was done
by mistake. The second question is action to be taken
against the officer who received the supply. The matter
is under enquiry ‘and action will be taken against him.
About the Industries Officer, if he received the supply
and certified as to ifs quality, action will be taken
against him. The matter is under enquiry.

Shri HEMEN DAS :—I iwant another clarification,
- The district authority asked the I. G. of Prisons to take -
back the sub-standard blankets, but even to-day, so far
as my knowledge goes, the I. G. of Prisons has done
nothing in this regard. Again M/s K. C. Khemka has
not gone to replace these blankets. What action will be taken ?
Shri ABDUL MUHIB MAZUMDAR (Minister) .—
Mr. Speaker Sir, I have answered already. The blankets
were no longer required. We were not accepting the
blankets as they were found to be below standard and
the suppliers have not got the money for the supply of
these blankets. We have asked them, they are either to
replace the blankets by standard blankets or they are to
get the stock back. No payment has to be made,

Shri HEMEN DAS :—Sijr, regarding the crimijnal
silence on the part of the I. G. PriSois, what act;on
will be taken, we want to know.

Shri ABDUL MUHIB MAZUMDAR (Minister) :—
Sir, if there is any criminal silence on the part of any-
one, he will be dealt with criminally. There js no question
of condoning the lapses on the part of any officer. Yes
neCessary action will be taken and the whole matter iq'
under enquiry now. z
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Mr, ;SPEAKER:— :Now we. take: up- the snext stem,
No.4. Hon. Member Shri Binoy Basumatary to. resume,

" shri BINOY KUMAR BASUMATARY.— Mr. Spea-

ker Sir, " was dealing with :the forgigner’s issue and infi-
Itrations., What has been ‘stated in the. Governor’s Address
on. this issue is reassuring. Now the Govt. has to prove
that @ person who. came, to” Assam is really a foreigner.
As ‘per the Ilegal Migrants . (Determination by Tribunals)
Act, 1983; it is ificumbent on the person to prove that
he is not a foreigner, but the situation has developed now
in a way where Govt.” has .to piove that so and so or
Mr. A'or Bor- Ci1sa forelgner. What is going on at the
moment ? The police officers are visiting the houscs of the
tribal people in the name.of. excluding the names of for-
eigners -from' voter’s list. It is a matter of suspicion and
misgivings Which again proves that on ecarlier occasions
names of plains: tribals Were not included in the voter’s
lists. That was our contention and this jis now proved,
Because these officers are now busy in visiting the houses
of . tribal families if these tribal people may be excluded
as foreigners; As per rules, M-L-As. who are also incly-
ded in the Subdivisional Committees constituted for this
purpose but are not consulted. This committee in the

Darrang district has not! been  convened yet. ‘It was. Con-.

vened once but it was cancelled. So last year the Goy-

ernor assured . that our  population would be pl:'(;-tec_t_ed, but’
what is. really happetiing~is-that our population ‘is not-

required here. Sir last yéar on the same subject, the

Governor’s - Address mentionied about: stopping the - ‘influx-

of foreigners across the border by taking several :steps
which included erection of barbed wire fencing all along the
border etc. etc. This year hoWever we do not sce anything

about- barbed wire fencing a'ong the border, We want to’

know whether the proposal of border fencing has been
abandoned or will- be taken in hand soon. Another thing

is that the Election Commission has given instruction to

the Government of Assam to the effect that those people
who are residing in forest arcas, their names ‘should .not

be included in the  voter’s list. This again is primarily
directed against the tribal people. Tribals are the poorest.

of the poor people and now the Election Commission has

come up With another ‘shock to the tribals that their naines

would not be .included for living in the forest areas. This
denial Of 'OUI‘ baSIC ‘right to vote ls a very seriols mﬂtter
and ‘we are very unhapgy ,;_a.bom-

s

>,
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Sir, in regard to the “Relation with neighbouring
States and Union Territories” as - mentioned in the Governor’s
Address, 1 have brought to the notice of  the highest
authority. of the country the matter of entry of Bhutan
Police into the Indian territory during the first fortnight
of January 1985 and taking of four persons including tWo
tribals of our side, to their State. This year in February
last another person Wwas taken away from his home in the
area. There is free intrusions by Bhutan police into our terri-
tory. Sir, we want to know Whether this part belongs to
Bhutan and if not, the . Government should stop this
nuisance forthwith. Then Sir, there has been a wasteful
expenditure incurred on the demarcation work on Assam
Nagaland border. It js learnt that a Commission Was esta-
blished to go into the whole gamut of Assam Nagaland border
disputes, by the Central Government, but one does not khow
what has happend ultimately. If their recommendation is
accepted by the Assam Government, and not accepted by the
Nagaland Government, where is the solution to the problem ?
What steps are going to be taken by the Government of
Assam as to the Nagaland Govhrnment’s rejection, should
be indicated and this August House should be taken into
confidence in the matter.

Now the administrative reorganisation. It is very good
that we are having new SubdiviSions because the purpose
is to bring the administration closer to the people.- And
it 1s a laudable step. These new Subdivisions were created
on 15th of August 1983 and to-day it is 12th March 1985.
Yet not a single post has been sanctioned for the new
Subdivisions. How the Government is going to make the
administration closer to the people if it cannot be timely
manned ? If the Government does not sanction the post
how the administration can be run ? What is the position‘.’P
It has been given to understand that Government in the
Finance Department is sitting over the whole thing. We
have also gathered that now corruption has entered into
Finance Department also. We have been told, if financial
sanction is required to beé given by Finance Department
the Departmental Officers demand a certain share of it for
according sanction. This sort of thing, we do not know
whether they are facts or they are imaginations, but tha:-
are there nevertheless. :
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. Then Sir, at the same time under the same head men-
tion has been made about the Bodo Language, We have
cor_lgratu]ated the Government for this. We are congratu-
lating the Government again, But we want to warn the
Government for the Bill as 1S now sought to be introdu-
Ced or already introduced in the House is not liked by
the Bodo people. If justice is to be made to the Bodo
peoﬁ»le, };Yi}iat the Bodo people want should be provided for
1il N 1L, : : :

I do not want to deal with the economic situation
but about this welfare activity, we are surprised to learn
that the Chief Administrator ~of Udalguri has got some
funds and he is spending them independently and it does
not require the sanction by the Mahkuma Parishad or
Gaon Panchayats. This sort of thing i happening there,
[s this the practice only in Udalguri Sub-division or it
is in all the Sub-divisions ? :

Now Sir, about the 20-Pt. Programme, I am very sOrTy
to say that no fund under NREP, RLECP is coming into
our Block, Special programme was Jaunched on 18th Noy-
ember last. However, there was instruction issued by the
Government that all officers work should be diverted to
the enumeration of the voters and preparation of voters
listss How can this Government claim that these welfare
activities are going on in Block areas? No Sir, it is not
and in my Block many surprising things are happening.

Sir, our B.D.O. at Udalguri was suspended. We do not-

know why. But I am told it is the Secretary. We have
enough evidences that this Secretary of DRDA chase every
women Who work under him. We have public complaints
that he stays in some lady officers house some times. I
do not know Sir, how this sort of scandalous behaviours
of a senior officer could be tolerated by the Government.

Then Sir, about ICDS projects I want to say a few
words, About 1} crores of rupees have been kept unused
till the month of December. The Governor’s address says
something but in reality it iS not so. About the welfare of
weaker sections we were told in this House that for the
location of TSP Rs, 46 crores are earmarked and the
Hon’ble Minister has asked us to give names of schools
for giving building grants etc. We have given our lists
but we have been told that the files and papers connected
with it is mijssing. But later on, of course, it was found out.

e
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Then at page 10, I do not know Wwhether it is through
oversight or a major mistake has taken place in respect

: of the name of a place called Bhakat g?,OIl. On 3rd Feb-

ruary, 1984 our late lamented Prime Minister Mrs. Gandhi
inaugurated the first sos village at Bhakatgaon. It is
Bhakatpara and not Bhakatgaon. There are Certain pro-
blems there, I do not know whether these have been sorted
out. A mention has been made about the Tribal Deve-
lopment Authority and there iS an inherent provision that
the Tribal Development Authority should sit once in every
3 months by which we were expected to see magic but
unfortunately there was no result. <

I want to deal witn the Co-operative Department, Sir,
briefly. Sir, in Mangaldoi an amount of Rs. 16 lakhs
were allocated to TSP and this money was not released
as 1t was arbitrarily decided in the Secrctariat and Regi-
strar’s level. Now, the Co-operative Officers have given
in Writing to the D.C., Darrang that this money does
not belong to the Tribal Sub-Plan. We haye been unhappy
with the performance of the Government on this. I have
heard Whisperings that my friends are unhappy with me
as I am touching on every point. But I am sorry to say
that I must do it as if concerns the people of the State.

I would like to refer to page 16. A reference has
been made in respect of tourism in the State. Sir, I have
some friends in some Western countries who like to visit
Assam. They have deposited in advance their lodging
expenses etc. in Kaziranga Forest Lodge with Indian Con-
sulate in European and American countries. But unfortu-
nately they were not allowed to come to Assam and have
been sent back from Delhi or Calcutta. If such things
continue, it will earn a bad name and bring a slur on
Government of India. I request the Minister for Tourism
to kindly look in to it, so that these are refunded.

I want to deal with Education Department also. The
most shocking thing is that in the month of December
the Education Department was short of Rs. 139 lakhs, and
the money was diverted from TSP Department. The
money granted to the Education Department was spent
already and they have come with a request for diversion
of Rs. 139 lakhs from the TSP. This matter was put up
in the last Advisory Council meeting. It is very bad be-
cause it is an injustice to the tribal people.
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Now, regarding provincialisation of Schools, I want to
say a few words, Assamese medium schools were already
provincialised while other medium schools like Bodo-medjum
were left. This is a partiality and has created a lot of
bad blood. We are only thinking about Computer Edu-
cation and only a mention has been made. But this does
not mean that this has come into existence. Even a back-
ward State like Arunachal Pradesh has already started
Computer Education. ~

_ At Gauhati University one of our Tribal students
was very badly treated at midnight on 9th February 1985.
He was residing in Room No. 32. At midnight he was
summoned to Room No. 37 which was occupied by Pre-
fects Shri Barva and Shri Gohain. He was asked by them
to get out of the room at midnight. He refused to do
so and after treating mercilessly his things and beddings
were destroyed and thrown out. This is the treatment we are
getting at the hands of our Assamese brothers. The Govern—
ment have not been able to tackle this problem Yyet.
There was a complaint from a teacher that he has been badly
treated by the S. I. for not giving him a share of Rs. 1€00.
I have already requested the Government for removal of
the S.I. from my area. The Managing Committee also
complained that the S.I. wants Rs. 10C0 for givinga
formal letter provincialising the school. These are the
things going on in the Education Department and, Sir,
today we are very sorry to read in the Sentinel thatin
Silchar four thousand rupees was given as bribe for
appointment as teacher. Sir, it goes on like this, “What
happened the other day in the Circuit House here was
both ShOCking and shameful when a Young girl, an 3;8]_)]1'31}?
for the post of school teacher, accosted @ ministers
nominee with her footwear in her hand and demanded
Rs. 4000 back which she had reportedly paid to him.
Witnesses to this melodrama included among others, Mr.
Nihar Ranjan Laskar, Ex-Union Minister, and Mr. Jagadish
Chowdhury, PHE Minister, who appeased the girl by
paying Rs. 2000 each from their pockets just to savethe
situation”. Sir, when the Ministers have taken out Rs. 2000
from their pockets it implies that these Rs. 4000 have
gone to their pockets. Therefore, Sir, this Minister is to
resigh or prove that heis not guilty. Sir, it is unfortunate

¥



1985] Debates on the Governor’s Address 19

that at this juncture when there is a charge against the legis-
lators that “they are corrupt, these high officials are Sub-
stantiating the rumours and maligning the legislators.

ereas the Prime Minister of India has said that he 1s
against corruption, in our State the Ministers, the people
from his own party are doing these things. Therefore,
ir, I am very sorry to bring this to the notice of the
House. Then about Health and Family Welfare, Sir, in

Udalguri the boys have driven out one Doctor because -

one day from one village'a baby was brought and the
Doctor ™ said-without any benefit this baby will not be
2admitted. So the villagers gave Rs. 20 to the Doctor
but even then the baby was not given any treatment and
boy died in the evening. The infuriated vllagers surroun-
ded the Doctor’s house and in the Doctor’s house the
Chief Adminjstrator was also there; they all ran away
and the Doctor has ran away the same night and till
today he has not gone back to Udalguri. Then Sir, about
land. On 31st January this year in the district of Lakhim-
pur in a village called Dolongmukh Patharipar flood affected
people of last year took shelter in the forest. But these
people were driven out from the forest. Sir, here isa
photograph of their backs, their backs are black because
they were whipped. The skin of their backs are peeled off
Sir, are we living in feudal times or in the 20th century?
Then Sir, on 28th September, 1981 the D. C., Darrang had
recommended acquiring some land from Manabag Tea
Estate but the subsequent D. C. on 2nd November cancelled
the previous D.C.’s order and land was not allotted to
the tribals. I wrote to the D. C. to bringit to his notice
and here is a letter from the D.C.

“Dear Shri Basumatari,

I have received your letter, dated 2nd January 1985,
and advise the bearer to submit formal application with
necessary stamp paper for furnishing the certified copy as
per prescribed procedure.

With best wishes for a happy New Year.”” Sir, this
is a nice letter from the D.C., Darrang. So, we sent
the people to the D. C. with proper application but the
clerk has rejected the D. C.’s order. Is this a country
where we are to live under the clerks ? Then Sir, there
are more in the statement regarding land. ‘Land Reform
is going on and Chapter X will be implemented’. Sir, I
want to ask the Government whether during the last twa

~
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years this Government was successful in driving out a
single person from the tribal belt. Sir, T have with me
the original chitha copy which show that ineligible people
have been given land in the tribal belt in 1976. And
here is a judgment of the P.R.A. which says these people
are eligible. Sir, we know this P.R.A. has taken Rs. 30,000
to pass this judgment. Sir, where do we live if for tri-
bals even justice and law is not for us? What we are
to do ? That is why in this part of the country we have
violence ; armed insurrection by the Nagas and Mizos.
And these officials are pushing us and they are not
aliowing us to live in peace. Therefore, Sir, our boys
and our peéople are determined to liberate our area from
the hands of this Government and these officials.
Thank you Sir.
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98 A et REPORT OF- “ “"T% '[12th Mdsck :
THE BUSINESS ADVISORY COMMITTEE

(The House re-assembled after lunch at 2.30 P, M, with
Hon’ble Mr. Speaker in the Chair)

Mr. SPEAKER—Under Rule 230 of the Rules of
Procedure and Conduct of Business in Assam Legislative
Assembly I called a meeting of the Business Advisory
Committee at 12.30 P. M. today, the 12th March, 1985.

The Committee after discussion decided that the obi-
tuary reference will be taken up after the announcement
of the Report of the Business Advisory Committee after
which the House will be adjourned for the day.

.The Committee further finalised the time table for
Voting on Demands for Grants. The time table will be
circulated to' the Hon’ble Members today.

I hope this has the approval of the House.

( Voices : Yes, Yes.)
OBITUARY REFERENCE
I rise to condole the death of Mr. Konstantin

Chernenko the Soviet President and General Secretary of
the Communist Party of the Soviet Union.

Mr. Chernenko became the President of U.S.S. R.

after the death of Mr. Yuri Andropov. Mr. Chernenko
was a stern follower of Brezhnev former President of the
US.S.R. He was born in Siberia and had a reputation
of being an able organiser. He was very much Keen in
the peaceful settlement of all disputable internatjional
problems through serious and constructive talks and he
reaffirmed his country’s faith in the United Nations to
preserve world peace.

Mr. Chernenko had a genuine interest for averting
nuclear catastrophe and to ensure lasting peace. He also
took keen interest for resuming the present =Geneva talks
arranged between United States of America and the U.S.S.R.
on reduction of unclear weapons for the survival of
mankind.
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Mr. Chernenko was also a sympathiser with the
requirements and development of the people of the Third
World and expressed his country’s solidarity with the
people who have shattered the fetters of the colonial
dependance and embarked on the path of development.

Mr. Chernenko. died on 10th March, 1985 at the
age of 73 due to illness. He continued in office as the
President of U.S.S.R. for 13 months. He has left behind
his wife and daughter.

I now request all Hon’ble Members to rise in their
seats to observe two minutes silence as a mark of respect
to the departed soul.

(The House observed two Minute's silence)

The House stands adjourned till 10 A. M. t !
the 13th March, 1985. ] Omorrow
ADJOURNMENT

The House then rose at 2—37 P.M. and stood adjour-
ned till 10 AM. on Wednesday, the 13th March, 1985.

Dated Dispur : P. D, BARU
The 12th March, 1985. Se‘éretary, =
Assam Legislative Assembly.

AGP. (Mini) L. A.—23/86—1,500—9-7-87.



