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" Procéeding of the Budget Session of the Assam Legislative Assembly .
assembled after the seventh General Election under Sovercign Democratic
Republican Constitution of India. = .= - - -

The House met in the Assembly "Chamber, Dispur, Gauhati on- .
-Thursday, -the 24th "March, 1983 with the Hon’ble Spcaker in the "
Chair, 12 (twelve) ,Mlnxstegs,'l‘(one)‘ Ministe; of State and 93 (ninety -
three) Members present. C " ’ B
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‘GOVERNMENT RESOLUTION S
Mr. SPE‘.&KER :-Item'No.: 1.,,'Shri Rameswar Dh: | war to move.‘.
~ Shri RAMESWAR- DHANOWAR ’Minister) : Honmble Speaker
Siz, I beg to- move the following resolution : ‘ | T

. 4 ) ’ :
. . Lo . .
. . . .

- Whereas in view of growing unemployment situation in the State of
© Assam,_the preceding Assam Legistative Assembly. felt the necessity of %
a Committee of the House to review- the employment position of the-
seople of the State in the various publi . 1110 . ]
peopie. . ige i th¢ various public and private sector industries .
and undertaking in the State of Assam from time.to time and for
improving the relationshi; between the people and the various public
'.éector'and prlvatt_bw,sector-and- s /a - o e .

AN

 Whereas such committee having been_constituted with, nine members -

‘of the Assembly, ten reports subititted .on the subject ‘duging the term:

" of fourth, fifth and sixth Assemiblies groved to be of jmmense, benefit
to the interest of the pcoplé of Assam, and - - ' ‘

 Whereas this Assembly the ‘and necessity of haying such a commi
_ttee to work in continuity. for the same purpose with a view to further -
the- interest of the people. of the Statc in" the: matter of employment,
this Assembly do. now resolve that a committee of the House known -
as employment Réeview Coinmittee be constituted wWwith nine members of
the Assembly. B - Ve '

The duration of. the" Cominiitee will be co-terminus with the life
©of the Seventh Assembly and the members of the Committee will be
nominated by the Hon’ble Speaker. The Speaker shall also appoint . .-
the Chairman of the Committee from amongst the nominated members.

A .
. -




1983) | GOVERNMENT RESOLUTION - - i3
: Mr. Speaker : Now I put the resolution before the
august House. Whereas in view of “growing unemployment
. situation in th¢ State of Assam, the preceding Assam Le-
. gislative Assembly felt the necessity -of a Committee of the’

o House to review the employment _position of the people of
V' . the State in thevarious public and private sector industries’
and undertakings in the State of ‘Assam from time 10 time

.-* _and for improving the" relationship. between ‘the people
-+ and the various public sector and private sector industries
and undertakings ; and < AR R

. N B . . I . N . PO . -
- - Whereas such committee, having been co!n.stitu-te.d “with
V7~ .. nine members of the Assembly, ‘ten. reports ‘submitted on
.. the subject during the term of fourth, fifth and sixth Asse—
" mblies proved to be of immense benefit.to the interest of
( -+ .the people of Assamjand. - 4‘ SR
.. Whereas this Assembly feels the necessity of having such - .
"+ 'a committee t0 work in continuity for . the - same purpose’
, - with a view to further the.interest of the people of theState in the -
- . matter of employment, this Assembly do mew . resolve that
“. .« a committee of the House knmown as Employment. Review
" “Committee. be constituted with nine members of the Assembly

Co R The duration  of the Committee “will be co-terminus with
< " the Ife the Seventh Assembly and the  members of the .
- " Committee will be nominated by, the “Hon'ble Speaker- -
' The Speaker shall also appoint the Chairman of the - Co-
: .mmittee from amongst the nominated members.

. (Tl;le‘,mptio‘n-‘ is ‘addgtéd). e
~ Item No.2. Shri Ranendra Narayan Basumatari, Minister
“Agriculture to move: - .
A ~ MOTION

~. " Shri Ranendra N arayan Basumatari, (Minister) : Sir, I
~ 'beg to move— P e - ‘>

" - .That ‘this" Assembly proceed hereby to elect 3 mem-
. bers of the "Assam Legislative Assembly. from amongst
.~ themselves to be members of the Assam Agricultural Univer-

. sity Board of Management under Section 10(2) (g) of the

- Assam 'Agri¢ultural University Act, 1968.
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J’\v th -Assam Assembly with effect from. 19th March | 1982.
s The members -of the Assam Legislative Assembly may act

- f ItemNO 3 ,Hoil’I)le;, I)neml/)er "A‘f“'z’alur. ‘ Rahma‘n -
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- . 'The vacancy has arisen due to the dissolution of the.
"6th Assam Assembly with ‘effect from 19th March 1982.
. The members of the Assam Legislative ‘Assembly may act.
~.as- members of the Board .of Management of the Assam
~ - Agricultural University for.-a term of 5 years: ' -

. Mr Sﬁ’;aker_,: Now I put the motion before the House:. -
, ~That this- Asscmbly proceed - hereby to elect 3 memberfs .

- of " the. Assam. Legislative ‘Assembly from amongst ‘themselves

- t0. be- members- of -the Assam _Agricultural University Board'
‘of Management - under Section 10(2) (g) -of the ‘Assam’
-Agricultural University ‘Act,1968. , , . -

=, The vacancy has arisen due to the dissolution of the

-.as members of the Board of - Management ‘of the Assam
- Agricultural Urniversity for a term of 5 | years, S

- The Secretary will motify -the date, time and place for
- holding " the- election,  if necessary. - . L

4

‘.. DEBATES ON GOVERNOR'S ADDRESS ..

Y
; ; ‘ ]

. B

A AR | . O efen™ v ool cor, SORIGIEMA B
aitg, OR oM oo a=f swowst < w1 e g fof | JEE

| RERETE, (E - afewm R | omafiem one smta 1 @8 eI

TR AR AN S s, e Sy aaer, QRge A1 9w 8w
' - . *Speech notl -corrected. . G IS L



o

Sn‘, I take ,my ‘stand .to . supp
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. Shri. ALTAF HOSSAIN. MAZUMDAR : Mr. Speaker

ort the Motion of thanks =
tnoved - by hon’ble member, 'Shti'MaZumdaIé At the outset-
1 express my deep sorrow and agony for the people who
- died, people who lost_their houses and suffered immensely.
. "The recent violence shocked ‘the State leading to. mass’
' killing, arson and Iooting. ~The . Governor . has rightly ' said
. that the violence. have -to “be"condcmnpd‘.ln' the strongest .
possible. term. : Probably. no language ‘would be enough to

©  castigate and. to condemn such hoirows of violence happened

. fqr;'t‘he last several -months. Sir, this foreigner: issue has

RV, : . N A . N
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~-been magnified out of all proportions. There lies a question,
to.be asked- -Was it really the foreigners problem ? Or,
~something else was underneath? For the gseveral years -
rather decades a- section of press. both inside and outside

. the State magnified the number of so-called foreigner. Even
~ .responsible persons holding position, politically made absurd
statement,” and imaginery figures were quoted. They went
on to say that more than -three-fourth - people of. the State

~ of Assam were foreigner. Curiously enough, emotion and
* sentiment got ~involved.  Even the highly educated -people -

. started believing it; they -started talking publicly, far less.
to speak of younger generation. And the definition of the

- foreigner was - defined according to their own~ choice. As
-a result, even the teen aged boys on the streets were shou-
‘ting during the course of agitation that the foreigners are

- - to be driven out. They startéd thinking a particular section
- .of people as foreigner. Ultimately a section of people belonging
to a  particular religion ‘or  language - were branded as .
foreigner.. This propaganda vitiated the sobre atmosphere’
of Assam. There were occasions earlier in the preceding
houses, when hon’ble members protested against it. Now, Mr,.
Mazumdar,. the Mover of the Motion has rightly said that
'this accummulated sentiment, emoOtion, mistrust and distrust

" were. concentrated after -the.death of an M.P. namely. Shri.
- 'Hiralal Patwari- -at. WMangldoi. After the death  of
Shri Patowari at -Mangaldoi, overnight there were thousands

of petitions for rejections of the voters® list.: T am not going to"
say the details of low the agitation started that through it was

" broadly stated that the agitation was a non violert one but - as"

- ., a matter of fact we. found that at various stages, violence was.
- accompanied.  ‘Now from certain ‘quarters it is said that wvio-
lence occurred .because of the election, then it may be pointed
‘that when  incidents . occurred at Mukalmua ~ and . someother

~ p aces, there was no election, soit is invitably clear - that this so

»  called anti foreigners agitation was directed against certain com-
mupnities. ** Now,  Sir, some hon’ble miembers have rightly said
that an.atmosphers of emity and goodwill shall have to be esta-

. blished. ‘Tt is'a fact that there were lapses, on the part of the
- ‘officials particularly police officials. but. at the same time
‘there are glaring example, that'a section of the police officers

, loyally servéd and saved the'lives and properties of. the
people. I'would like to convey ‘to the Government. through
the Hon’ble Speaker that those officers who at the cost of their
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'liVeq stock to their duties, gave pfotection’ to the PeoplcQ their
services should be -appreciated, 1 share the view that if we
~start condemning the police, lock stock barrel -it will not be

* ~ helpful for creating a situation~ where the police can act fear-

\ . lessly, boldly and impartially. But at the same time,it has been

£y

A

PI

s

. - recognised the urgency -and ‘impera

-

y‘.

- demanded rightly that the lapses which are brought to the notice
of the Government as regards the police officials, security per- .
- sonnels, these should be examined and the strongest possible
~ action should be taken which will be exampliary for others. .
I am happy that this Government has expressed with determi—
* -nation to cope with the situation firmly and strongly. . I assure
 the Government that the people of the State irrespective, of
~caste, creed and community will stand solidly behind - the .
* * Government in its effortsto stop recurrence of such ~distu1:13anccs. .
T hedard the speeches of some hon’ble members particularly
- .belonging to the Assamese section of the population and I
_ congratulate them that they boldy pointed out and expressed
- asto how the agitation harmed the Assamese culture an .tra_c,h- ,
" “tion. Sir, by police alone in no State we can give protection . to .
- everybody, it is neither possible. for ncasible. . Protection of the
~ poople can be possible if we can create an atmosphere in whole
~_~.of the State amongst the different section of the population, of
" “goodwill and understanding, mutual respect to- others. - Cor-
" " @dial . and congcnial atmosphere shall have fo he created. it
" about ihe real foreigners, the Governor has rightly emphasised .

" . the need for a satisfactory solution. The States Government
tive need for a satisfactory
solution.of the' problem of foreign nationals in thé State. The.
Govt. of India have announced that the dooIs of negotiations
_ for settlement. of the problem is open. Cg:r.ta{nly‘; all .effprts
" should be made for settlement taking’ the realistic view of the
 situation for the betterment of the State. In this conneetionl,
I 'weht to make it categorically clear that all sections.of people
_of State should be associated with it, 'pa;ticule}t‘ly the minorities, -
. - linguistic and ethnic should be associated in this settlement;
 because no settlement can be effective unless the people who
.are affected directly or indirectly are given the scope to partiCl—
‘pate in the negotiation. Sir, some F_eﬁo'ple arec saying that Assam
“was undisturbed, peaceful but all disturbances started OI}W
after announcement of the election by the Prime Mmlst,er_whlch
‘js not.a fact.. Everybody knows that the election is not the cause
of violence. Violence was there 'and bombs. were blastzd, -
~ Independence Day celebrations were boycotted. -People: those
who joined in the: celebrations were intimidated: So’ the vio-
Iénce was there: There was no Other way then to hold elections.
This was a coastitutional obligation. . , N

o A




. those have not exercised their franchise are also subjected

/ that rehabilitation. were .should be expedited and I 'hope

i

- to- refmove. suspision and distrust: Sir, I will not take further:

. Sir, .in order . to maintain harmony and goodwill it is necessary:
.that all sections of  the. people should be given fair _share:

- to the principle of population: pattern. - It will be necessary.
to enforce the population pattern’in the truest sense to provide
cmploymentamong .,dlﬂ'e;’f‘entﬁ_se'cﬂdhs, of ‘people so that no
. -community is -deprieved of their due shares. It is  absolutely’
necessary that. population pattern should. be reflected in the

Qmploym;;.n;i ~according ...to - the. population  wattern, but in’
 practice it is found that it is not being, followed at different

- tion and if it is found - that ‘this principle is violated any .

' the rehabilitation works - Sir, I-am happy to ‘see: that- our
-to the victims for few  months will not serve the purpose;

. they can stand.on "their own .legs for starting cultivation
~and’ for their food - production. I hope, .the Government
' in a’.short .period of time, -will be' abie . to put them in-.
* their proper place. . Of course it is necessary to see that
- all the sensitive areas.are to be protected by security forces
- .s0.that no further incident may occur again. But along
- with it is also. necessary ' that the people of the locality
- -belonging . to the different - comminitjes sﬁ ' |
. effected “people who will* go -back- and see to- their convi-
-ences. in the matter of relief and rehabilitation. It islikely

- previously ‘Governmient have . issued . circulars for providing.

/
;-
-
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It will also ‘be  crystal clear from the fact that who parti-
cipated. in . the election are not only the affected persons but

to harrassment and sufferings. Sir, I will also humbly submit _
that .our Government will take .all possible steps to expedite
Government is aware of the sitiation. Sir, by giving relief

and they ‘should be rehabilitated ‘in such a way so that-.

ould welcome the

to ‘createfrust and confidence among the different section -of
people- - Sir; for stabilising peaceand harmony it is necessary

time on -this.” If there -is, genuine misgivings and-grievances:
in -any -section of the society, economic or otherwise, I am..

in -the machinery ‘of . the - administration. ' Sir, we find that

employment, particularly in Government employment according

services. . 8ir, inspite ‘of . the standing -circulars - to provide’

€ _Speaker . Sir, I convey ' suggestion’ -to the-
Chlef ..v,Mlqlst_qr ,v'thfoug,h',z you ’_tha,t‘ a. s'epar%gt’e “cell. may;,; be
established under the. Chief Minister- tG assess the real posi

i

Officer.  Then - only we can -enforce the population  pattern
in the field of employment.  In districts .and subdivision ' we.

e e e A ek b N PR S
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'~ 2 fiind several instances where Officers are. convemently ngmg

5 ;employment violating the Government circular. Lastly. Sir,”
‘what is happening in Assam today is likely to ‘tarnish the-.
image of Assam, if we all do not_ try to regdin. the tradi-
»,uonal ‘trust and confidence among different - sections of people’
- S, I 'hope, in the near future people of Assam Wlll sta.rt B
P hvmg peacefully ‘ o o

\.\
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- © Shri BIMAL GAYARI: Sir, I rise to support the -
 “Amendment moved from the side of Opposition. And, T should
Jike to speak in this Housein my mother tongue i:e. Bodo
language (then spoke ih Bodo)....... . S R

77" . . gpri MOHAMMAD  IDRIS (Minister Parliamentary.
© Affairs) :- Mr. Chairman, Sir, I think -the deliberation in this .
House should be in a ‘language which is intelligibele to

- others. Hon’ble Member may express his ‘opinion. or make

. a speech in any of the languages such as Englich, - Hindi, -
. Assamese and Bengali. C o

Shri BENOY KUMAR .BASUMATARI:- Mr. Chairman,
~ -8ir, Rule 28 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of

" Business in Assam Legislative Assembly - says.that if ary ‘
member addresses the Assembly in -any of the languages

. -« ‘which is not Assamese, Bengali, English or Hind, ‘he shall |

k’vﬁ“" have to make over in advance tO thc Secretary a COpPY of
"' the speech- written in- Assamese,- Roman or Devanagari script
. “which he proposes to deliver. This morning, Sir, we had -

' siubmitted a copy of the speech in Devanagr script along with

b - translated copy in English to the. secretary but. he has
“.returned it. We have struck. to the provisions of the Rules

. and now the honarable member may be allowed to ‘speak

*‘in his mother tongue. T

' Shri BIMAL GAYARI' In Bodo.......co.o: o

Mr. Charman : Order, Order.. ..Ru'e "says thata

. copy of the-uspeec}l shall have to.make overin 'advgnce to
3 secretary written -in Assamese, Roman oOr Devanagri * sc.ips
" which the hon. member proposes 1o deliver. But hess

we do not find any copy of the speech-

b

{
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Shri BENOY KUMAR BASUMATARI—We submitted .
a copy in advance. It was refused and returned to us.
It is a lapse on the part of Secretary himself. '

Mr CHAIRMAN——I' ﬁﬁd'eréiand the matter was refer’re&.

to the Hon’ble Speaker but it has been rejected. Therefore
- the matter is closed, o S

Mr. CHA‘IR‘MAN—,‘OiJ‘ce. the Hon’ble Speaker has raled it
out it ‘c/qnnot be reopened -now. ' o

~_ Shri GOLAK: RAJBONSHI- Sir, 1 suggest the hon-
member may take up the matter with the hon’ble speakér
in his chamber for clarification- "

- shri BENOY KUMAR BASUMATARI Sir, you are.
here to; enforce the proviso_l'l\. of "the’ Rules -in - this House: -

- ¥You do it or don’t. .

. Shri. GOLAK RAJBONGSHI_Sir, the ‘matter has been
referred t6 the hon’ble speaker. And he 'has not accepted .
- . the contention of the hon’ble member' Therefore, I .sug est

ithat the hon’ble member may: further take. up the matter

- with the speaker in his chamber. ' I

~ Shri BENOY KUMAR 'BASUMATARI_- There is.é
- provision 1n the rules of ‘Procedure ‘and Conduct of Business.
- ‘Mr. Chairman, Sir, dare you going to- enforce this provision
in this-house or not-? ~ ° RS R

)
7/

‘\Ml'-,}CH'AI\VRMA'N—'-Once' ‘the fuling‘ is giveﬁ it <’='an'_n6t': ;
be\reopéncd for fn}_]st_h'er ‘diSCUSSi on.. | ; . R N

Ty

_ 'Shti BENOY KUMAR BASUMATARI—We failed 'to -
- get justice  from' you. We ‘registet ‘our protest and walk
out of the House.” (Hon. mambers «belonging to P.T.C.A.
staged a walk--out). " T

v-/ . T
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(At this stage Shri Altef Hussin Mazumdar, Chairman,
who. was in the Chair vacates the Chair and Mr- Speaker
occupies the Chair). : ‘

Mr. Speaker:- order, order, Hon’ble Member Shri Tanti
will resume his speech after lunch at 2-30 p. m. The house
now stands adjourned till 2-30 p. m.

After lunch

. The house re-assembled after lunch with Mr- Speaker
in the chair.

Mr. SPEAK ER —Before we start I would like to inform
the House that we have got 15 speakers for to-day. To-
morrow is friday andwe will sit from 9 A.M. to 11-30
A.M. and it cannot be extended. After the remalining spea—
kers complete their speeches the the Chief Minister will
reply and  that' will be done tomorrow: After that the
mover of the motion will have right of reply and he will
have to be given the time. So it will be helpful if the
hon’ble members try to shorten. their speeches and conclude

the debate today.

Now, I request the hon’ble member Shri Satya Tanti
to resume andafter he concludes Umaruddin Sahib will

speak.
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Shri. Md. UMARUDDIN—MTr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to
speak a few words in support of the motion moved by
Shri Majumdar on the Governors address. I have gone thro-
ugh the address. It is a fairly comprehenstve document
touching upon various aspects of the the administration,
devolopment pians and other matters which generally come
within the purview of such an address -but I was greatly
distressed with thecontents of the first three paragraphs of
the address. These have referred to the recent disturbances
and the have which has been wecought all over the state
affecting certain communities in very large numbers.
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. To understand the ,whole situation in_its trué perspec-

- tive, I would say that the present disturbanc¢é is -the cul= = -
- mination of a process and that process started - many.years ago. *
.- Maulana Abdul Jalil Choudhury" rightly pointed out. that” -
- .it began with the immigration of 'people from. Bengal into" .
. Assam for settlement of land.  Other people also came and - -
.- "‘they, came for trade, for commetce; for service -and, other .~

> . professions. Here, the whole objective .of the movement is

. eforeign 'nationals. Now, who . are those  foreign nationals ? It >
. is.not that only now this question has. ariSen-it has arisen.
. ‘miany years ago. It siarted once in 1961-62 and -before that .
" .also, though not’in this form' but in:other . forms. ~Here, - .
. %  ynless I give the whole history I think  the Hoti‘ble Mem=-
S.. - bers will not ‘be able ‘to - appreciate- the full implications’
7™ " of the whole problem. If you are to-solve the problem .
. you must see through its  true perspective, the - historical .
* "¢ background and other relevant aspects.- . - . 0 oo o

Ve
o

.~ . .Sir, about 30 or 40 years ago, ‘Assam, not the present - -
" “Assam.but. the undivided Assam™was a very. peaceful place . -
- to.Jive in. People used to say that. Assam: is the f;hang;r_‘ii}g,j; s
'of "the .east. ‘Shangrilla’’ means - paradise 0on earth.  Now. -~ .
Assam has so much changcd and. the. attitude of people -
. 'alsp has- 50 changed that I do not knoW what is. going to -
" “happen in the near fururé. In.-fact, the whole gemeration . =
"has - been fast ‘changing in “their 'oxit-look‘ogi:sqqal;aggi poli=" - -
tical | problem, Sir, I had been in . Government service for +. -
. ‘long time I was a Revenue -Officer. and I know that. thefe,
mas immigation in this State as faf backas 1880 Istar-’ .-
‘ed first in the district of Goalpara. which Was'a perimenently -
settled -area. Land was .avajlable there for ;;:Se;\tpl;;ixgmt‘:. and-
the ‘Zamindars brought people -from Mymiensing and -other -
“places of the ‘then East Bengal:~ Such immugration “had ot -
touched - the indigenOusf.people",‘f but -in'i .ce'ft_a‘lﬂ;._'pt.}}c_r. areas, -
large tracts of ‘land remained undeveloped;. ;’ga’rt;(:‘.ulagly__. -
har areas. In. fact, in greater.. part--of .Assam shifting -
cultivation ‘was practised. -People .did not remalil .stuck of
tie piece of land; they. shifted from ‘one plaCe-10 another
or virgin. land. to. cultivate,, t0 - get ‘better_crop. - Therefore,
the Apnual Patta system wasi il vogue. ‘Those lands\ which -
.were . kept under cultivation continuously” for 10-to" 19\years - . .
-hetome periodic with -heritable ~ahd ‘transferable (right, So,
. - the. flow of people from ‘outside continued.. Some voice of
. protest. was raised by :leaders Of the Assamese community
n‘resPeeuvc/: of caste or creed that ‘iminigration of A'p"eo'pl'e.iﬁ-\

=T
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sach large numbers might jeopardise the economy and other
interests of the Assamese people, but it continued. When
the popular Government was establisacd under the Govern-
ment of India Act, 1935, this matter was taken up. The
problem was studied but the demand continued to stop
further immigration. Therefore, Sir, the ‘Line system’ was
introduced to safeguard the interests of the indigenous people,
and land which was not immediately required or might be
required in future were thrown open to settlement with
immigrants but it was restricted fixing the limit of area-of
land to .Sctt!cw.i'\h each fdmlly undcr What was knownthen
as ‘colonisation system’. Then in 1945 this matter came to
a head. Sadulla Government was in the power. Late
Gopinath Bordoloi also was the leader of the then Congress
Legislature Party: They had a discussion as to how to
effectively protect the interests of the indigenous people. Inan
agreement then reached an embargo was placed on future
settlement to immigrants who had come to Assam after 1938. An
ipmortant aspect in that agreement was the creation of Tribal
Blocks, Tribal Belts with a view to safeguard the interests of the
tribal people. * Sir, afier the partition in 1947 there was
“an influx of refugees into Assam from East Bengal which
then became East Pakistan.  The refugees were Hindus.
Our State had also to share the responsibility as a national
obligation to accommodate some. of these people. . So far
~as our Government is concerned, they also took certain
- responsibilities. I think 5/6 lakhs of people we took
for rehabilitation from the year 1948 onwards. Then again,
when the partition took place there was immigration of
muslims to East Pakistan from some districts of West Bengal
and Bihar. In the western sector some sort of transfer
or exchange of population ‘took place -after large scale
riots and colossal loss or of human lives ;  but! so far as
Assam 18 concerned, Muslims did not migrate to East
_ Pakistan_because they had full faith in the Government of
Assam that they would be able to live here in peace and
amity with their Assamese neighbours and they considered
this State their home. Even at the commencement of
jrrmgration as far back as 1920 in the temporarily settled
areas. in the districts of Kamrup, Nowgong™ and Darrang,
the immigrants began to adopt Assamese as their medium
of instruction. This was, indeed, a commendable gesture
on their _part. I' know this because I was the S.D. O.
Barpeta in 1946. The leaders of the Assamese communities
also desired this and appreciated this gesture. Gradually,
all of them immigrants-adopted Assamese as their medium
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of ‘instruction because in all the anary schools the
,mcdlum of instruction was then Assamese even though their-. -
own mother tongue was Beéngali. |~ This. they . did - because .
_ they wanted to live’ in ' peace - \m Assam’ and “-identify
© . themselves with the people "of. Assam  $0. aﬁ ‘to- have both -
cultural and . econ0m1c mtegratxom LT d STl -‘ ; L
Sir,- I want to ask . the Hon’ble members,- has there
" been any such gesture ‘anywhere ‘in - India-or -elsewhiere
" people, giving up their. mother tongue. and . adopting’ anothel‘
- language. sO_as to create confidence ‘in the mind. “of thexr
Assamese nighbours ; and: they did . proclaimi - -that £ we_ are"
" not ‘foreighners, we are a: . part.;and parcel ‘of Assa.m >

s, . but "yet there was trouble.. - But" with. the. parntwn when
?f the Mushm- populatlon bec‘xusc of - their - fauh m the,
22N - Government and their Hindu nelghbours that . they WOU]d

Y -.."‘be ~able to live in peace and amity did - not mlgratc to.

| . East Pakistan. ‘But a. section - .of - the - interested. - people
~faised 'a hue and- cry that ‘1akhs - and - lakhs, o of. mushms %
j had crossed - over to Assam from East' ‘Pakistan_"and there -
*was so much of - pressure put on ‘the Parliament” by then -
umtcrested qua.rters that the . Government of ~“India ‘.-was"
“ hustled - into- enacting ar Act known ~ag:Assam . (EXpulslon) ,
-of Illegal Immigrants Act. “That - wag in - 1949 . or-a : httle~ ~

; later. It might Hhave been even. earlier: Immedlately

,' followmg the promulgatlon -of -the "Act -some’ »mterested
~people began a -whispering- catnpa: n-among. the. md:genous

_Assamese and; tribal . people "that- the Government . of India-
-‘had._passed an Act to drive -awdy.the ~Muslims 1rom Assam_ .
~to- East ‘Pakistan_  for  ithe - creatlon -of “which - they had -
"-Campélgned., A wave of, organised’ violence starteds: - There". .
.;Was mdespread arson and..thousands of houses: were. “buined
| ‘ rendered ~homeless. THe' hole -
from™ North . to-, South~came under the -
1 -was: -4 Witness - t0: ‘the."scene, ' and. -
_pearly. two' akbs pc0plc from Goalpara. “distdct dlone -
. Were’ . rendered victims, " of- this- drive.. . In’ ‘the Barpeta Sub=
»?d1v1swn “about 60,000. 'people .were - rendered - :homeless and
fhey’  were. compellcd to ~seek’ =shelter in - East’ Paklstan.,
D ThllrtY to forty, thousand' Muslims: were 51m11ar1y rendergc_lw
o g hdmeless in - the district: 6f 'Darrang -and. elsewhere:. in_
‘ - 'No -such - thing ‘happetied in “the * district < of

; ~and, that - was’, because” of the efforts of a ‘benign
lea - like "late Motlram Bora. "Amaong: these two lak h
' ‘“"ople sir,, were: many" 1nd1genous ‘peoplealso, . 1 but they
ore also expelled by force. i\ Slr, this__ had brOught a’

s.. R
. ‘n:..‘\\.




- India,” Pandit Nehru. and
. known 2s Nehru-Liaquat Pact of 1950. - Under -this - Pact,

- - Press ‘representing that; this- increase. in population - was ‘due.
%o lagge - gcale ipfiltration of foreighhers—the i Mauslims: ifi
.v.paclieular from ‘the then-East Pakistan: T '
-eause, and -as.T studied the problem it becar

r

~and leadership of Mahatma . Gandhi and Pandit. Nehru, -
-ours, became a secular State. But on account of this

" we were goi

- to India. T ' ,

- who” had 'to cross_over to East - Pakistan earlier, were- to.

-, displaced people. in’<the -district of Goalpara, .- There was. .

. neighbours.  In ~rehabilitating “these ' people .both - Hindus *

 religious, .ingnistic and ethnic groups: was thefn Prevailing

- This matter was - given, much’  publicity. i the. Calcutta

they could no,t_ "Bc

" Union’ béfore: that year would be treated as Indian citizens

- having realised their mistakes. - That ~showed . the - true

pwas  bappy to see this ‘mutual understanding . being

—
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_serious ¢risis, a crisis | ip.vo]v.ing. a challenge tg the_d'very_g
~ basic corcept of secularism in India.. Under the .guidance

development, we were faced with a challengec as to Wh‘?@?r
were - to take those affected people back to If.‘d‘a_'
‘or they would be forced to live in East Pakistan. _“Sorme
politicalforces who. engineered the riot wanted that they
~should, remain in- Pakistan and had no right to- come baplg
-, This gave rise, as I said, to a'challenge to the very:
ideal” of secularism. :Therefore, the then Prime Minister of -

the then Prime ~Minister ‘of

- Pakistan, late ‘Liaquat -Ali Khan, entered into an Agreement-

- those displaced people—all Muslims-who were in Indian

R .

and allowed. to return-to India. So those Indian citizens
be . taken :back:. and ;rehabilitated. . S;r I and some other
“local leaders took active’ part in _the, rehabilitation -of these
“fortuniately: a.. change of .attifude . which. gradually ' took -
place -on ‘the ‘part of the both- the- Hindu . and the.Tribal"

and the Tribals came forward  with all ‘sorts “of help.
character. of "tolerance and good-will -of these people. I .

- re—-established, and petice * prevailed.,- That ‘mutdaul - under- "
standing . and - good neighbourliness: *sustained- - amongst: all

in gssam. Then came 1961 there¢ was a - Census operation
- and ‘a* large ‘increase. ':of;;,zmuﬂimz;,;,gsoipulavii_;sn%‘-, was, . .observe

2 %

-that the .increase of Muslim . population in ! the ~cengus Of
-1961" was: due “to"  the “inclusion. of these displacéd - peop
*Wllb._'wcyi; Omitted -from- the Census  of. ‘I951~—though .
houses ‘of these People wetre nuimbered

“registered "as part of the preliminary Census “operation but

-counted-on.-the final enumeération day ,
o /‘ C ,"’.“.'.;“-: L .-";.
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which fell due after the ot in early 1950. - At the time
of the final enumeration no houses were found on the sites nor
the population who resided! there permanently before. — Mr.
Vagaiwalla, the Supdt. of Census, Assam in his coticluding
paragraph of the Report on Census of 1951 specifically said that
in the district of Goalpara-the worst affected-population
increase was 49, while in unaffected districts it was 209%.
In some other riot effected districts there was mot ~only no
increase but decrease. Mr, Vagaiwalla cafegorically obser-
ved that with the return of those displaced people who
were' carlier expelled but come back later as per the Nehru-
Liaquat Pact, would reflect a higher rise in 1961 Census
in the riot affected districts. Taking advantage of the higher
increase of Muslim population in Goalpara and other riot
affected districts a section of the Calcutta Press and some
interested politicians in the State raised liue and cry that
several lakhs of Fast Pakistan Muslims had infiltrated into
Assam causing danger to its security. Then the Government
of Assam started deporting scme Muslims giving . full autho-
rity of deportation to the S.Ps under the Foreigners Act.

There was no legal or other safeguards for persons rightly,
or wrongly detected as foreigners with the result some gen-
In their enthusi-

uine 'Tndian citizens were also expelled. | :
asm some S. Ps signel blank deportation notices and left
names to be filled by local officers according to their sweet will.

That was the most unfortunate state of affairs. lasa Mem_ber
a protest against

this irresponsible manner of handling the deportation ope-'
ana Abdul Jalil Sahib was also

and  there ias support from

there and he supported me - : )
2 lot of discussion and agi-

other Members as well. After ! ’
iation, it was -decided to consult the National Register of
Citizens compiled in course of the 1951 Census operation

and to set up Tribunals to examine the cases of people
claiming to be Indian citizens. Even so, deportation con-
4 a result abofit 1,92,000

tinued for several years and
n 1961 and 1971.<Then came

MUSHH‘IS Were deported thWCC
and about 11 lakhs of refu-

the Bangladesh War in 1971,
Pakistan entered Assam, due to the

war situation and oppression by West Palgistaqis. The total
figure migt be even 1 crore including migration to . other
Statess Then again apart from the refugees housed tempo-
rarily in camps there were others who sought " shelter
elseshere. After the Bangladesh State came into being, these
people were sent back. Some of them did not return and
stayed in India illegally. Tt is difficult to estimate their

gees from erstwhile Fast
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number. Due to change in the political situation in the
country and to foster could neighbourly relations between
Indian Union and the newly born State of Bangladesh the
process of deportation was kept under suspension. Non
talked about it. Now after 8 years or 9 years, the issue
arose, in the State as a foreignersissue. The agitation was
spearheaded by the All Assam] Students Union and Gana
Sangram Parishad. Sir, during the Janata regime, in the
name of elimination of foreign nationals from the Voters’
Lists, detection and deportation by Police personnel was
started and marny were forced back into Bangladesh. This

~ time it is not the Muslim alone, but also some Hindu -

refugees  who had been ecarliar rehabilitated in the State were
deported. They said, population had increased enormously.
I agree with that. The rate of ipcrease in the population
is one of the highest in Assam compared to other parts of
the country. : : :

In the decadal census the increase of population was
34:98%. From 1951 to 1961 and 34.949, from 1961 to
1971. Though there was no census in 1981, the Registrar
General of India estimated the increase at 36.69, from 1971
to 198l. The <cumulative increase of extra population on
the basis of the all ‘India average was estimated to be
about 44 lakhs. This extra burden of population to the tune
of 44 lakhs caused a considerable amount of concern ‘and
the - agitators described this 44 lakhs of people as foreign
nationals. Some of them may have come from other parts
of India or the demographic growth might have been hi—
gher as compared fo the national average rate of growth.
We have seen Gauhati every day new business establish-
ments arc being set up and people from out side the state
have becn coming in. They may be Punjabis, Biharis,
Bengali .and so on. This is largely because of economic
factors,s/As we expand our development plan expenditure
in wvarious spheres and create fresh employment oppOrtu-
nity there s bound to be in-flow of out side people. Un-
less the ,I?Cal people take advantage of the employment
oppOrtunitics people from ownt side the State will come

and avail of such opportunities. Aftcrall there cannot be

any economiC vacuum anbywhere. Our people do not like

taking to hard works. They want easy jobs such as working in_

offices etc. Thercfore Sir] whep this “matter came up in
the House 10 1969 or 1970, this House' by a resolution
constituted the Employment Review Committee. The Com-
mittee studied all aspects of the matter and made com-

r T

R —————
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© % prehensive recommendations. 1 was myself Chairman: con- |

 secutively for six years. But if we instead of taking sdvantage [ ©
”?Of 'the~ oppor tunities go on Sayin'g.f—that all” thepcopie who B
.-are ;emplo)’ed here are a,ll fpreigners" that\is bOﬁnd' to 7
" have -dangerous repurcussion. Now this’ jssue has-gained tre- .~

“mendous proportions. Talks on. “settlement \of * the, forsign '
. national issue has been going on for: the last three -years.
- 1 .do not understaud why the talks should go en indelini:

.. . tely. Had the istue been negotiated: with: certain “amount - o
.’ of determination or even a unilateral” decision - -had - been - .
“taken ‘then definitely the situation would . not have .come-to ...
this pass, Therefore Sir, my point is “that since many: of ..
‘the hon’ble members have given “specific, accourits- of ~ther . ..
 disturbances, house . burning " and. kilkings;: etc. 1:do not,. ® .
" {iké- to deal with the details.. It is " really a- grit. picture. *
"and. I feel that” we are on _the - brink -of :-a - precipicé:. .
“If *we take ' one -false step we will- be- ‘doomed.”. .Not -
%% only~ the Muslims - and : Bengalis, ", but -eveiil "the Agsa- "
""" -mese people belonging to the various political * .pardes .-
‘who warnted.election, who wanted to fulfil -the Constitutional ~  *
. 6bligation are being threatened . and Acvgr;i.gmefrfbers.'og,j their -
family have 'not been spared. " The agitators and thir sup-- ;-
“porters have the liberty to. boycot the "election, but-they:" .
“cannot ..force others not ‘t.c');j~-garﬁf:i_pat¢-fvgiif.':jsthbrfj"-ejqct‘l‘gn}.j".l‘)y.,_ -
‘physicdl  force. On the”cve "of " the election .there was. &
systematic preparation by, the agitators. in scollusion-; with "7
some officers. of the Government’ otherwise: they ; could’ figt +*
have éaused such horible destruction. of life  and property. .,

The. first requirement- at-.this stage is'fo, strengthen-the: ad— -
. ministrative. machinery and at-the. s‘am‘e:jjtg.l:n‘e}c take g1 pos- .
aible ’steps to repair the damages of distarbance and fo_ .
‘take. prompt. and effective steps - fof . rehabilitation of the’ - -
‘Victims: - Government have allotted’ Rs. 44 crores to provide - .
‘telief. - It is ‘ot _the question. of amount,.’it is the:guestion -,
£ magnitude of human . misery, it-is the guestion of human

life;, T don’t. mind even if Rs. 100" crates are to_Dbe spent.. - -
A systematic programme should  be drawri up for rehabilita- -
tion, Sir..as the csituation stands the relief alope. camnot -
brifig' noimalcy unless the gap-in ‘the ‘emotional relationship, -

he: emotional -divide. that ﬁiasv_bée\n' j‘._érea-t;ed'_,_l,,s,":'brjls;_lged-‘i: If -

e love the State “of Assam, -if we\iwant' the; ‘prosperity “of
e State then the  sociomoral . approach 'shiould -be: brought . ..
Bear on. the ‘issue. . While considering the gravity. of the. . .
gitiation “we have "a_ big " résponsibility -to- fulfil in this -
fegard.” A" fear psychosis® has developed "on ‘the part of -
agitators “that the future of the” Assamese is bleak, and
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such fear psychosis generates a violent and malignant me-
~ntality- Therefore, with a view to wean them out of this
atitade, appeal to the agitation leaders to abjure violence
and come to the negotiation table, take a rational view o
the matter as by such approach alone we can bring no-
rmalcy in  Assam. Sir, we are facing dangers every day.
Every day there are bomb blasts, arson, murders and so
on. -Assam is passing through a grim period of its history
which may dritt the State into the canyon of destruction.
I feel that we should organise peace missions consisting
of different cowmunitics, leading members of public,
educationists etc. so  that = sanity returns. If e
approch the problem in its right perspective, I am sure

cace and amity will return, With these words Sir, T

conclude.
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Mr. SPEAKER:—Order, the Chief Ministsr is going

to give a statement regarding Assam -and Nagaiand border = ..

~at 5P. M. to-day. So, I request the Hon.  Members, who - -
" will speak, to try to make their speech a little voncise..  (
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Mr: Chairman : Now, Mr. Kaizasong will speak-

Mr. Kaizasong : Hon. Chairman, Sir, I want to bring into <
light a scene of Karbj Anglong - district. There is a cons- -
piracy,a rumour that the General Election of Karbi Anglong |
district Gouncil due to be held in the month of May is ‘
proposed to be extended for another one year- Concer—
ning this, I want to say ahout the Karbi Anglong scene ,
before the Government. ~Disturbance may take place in 1
Karbi Anglong district. The present term of jhe District
Council is going to be expired on the 5th of May: There
Is & Tumour among the public that the Council i going
to be extended for another one year. I think, it is against
the right of the public and an exploitation of rights of the
public. So, in view of this the Karbi Anglong people like
‘to hold election in due time, so that the people may ex- g
ercise the voting rights as it is. If it it .extended, our
rights. will be ezploited for one year; and this extension. we
think, is not a necessity: At the schedule time We must

holq glection as democratic norms are followed in a demo- b
cratic country. In Karbi Anglong district so tO say, _the‘
disturbance has nothing to do to hinder election.  Since ’

election in Assam was held in disturbances which is quite -
good, why the Karbi Anglong election is not held ? Tt js :
only to down the minorritics. In 1982 January 15th  \
they submitted a memorandum demanding separate State
comprising Karbi Anglong N. €. Hills> Tribal dominatiny
area of Ludding and Jaglabana of Nowgong District Especi-
ally, in Karbi Anglong they claim that there is only two
tribes, Karbis and Demasas. But there -are SO Many minor
tribes like hill tribes and plains tribes in Karbi Auglong.
There are 29' communities. Leaving these tw0 commu-
nities there are 27 communities, We the 27 cOmmunities
who are left out, form one Karbi Anglong
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minority Communities party. - We are strong

- this tiwte, So in fear, that we may capture the District

Council, they want to extend the scheduled time of elec-
.tion. And they may equallydeléte the names of indigenous

. 'Bengalees, Deshwalis, Kukis; Nagas, -Paites Hmars and so oft:

The problem we are facing is this-—here you -are saying,'
everybady is saying . our problem s to  deport foreigners .

*bu in Karbi Anglong we are all treated bs foreigners. That .-
. -is_why, we demand of thé - Government that the Distriet Con-
. cil election should be held in due time, sg,that the peo- -

ple of that area may excrcise their voting: fight: You can

see the situation no tnpleasantriess, no’ quarrcing fothing -

~ at all, except step- mothely treatment. We -are treated as - |
. " foreigners. I, myself one of the hill. tribals residing in
- Singhoshan pahar. since time immernoable’ but sinee - 1979
' ‘omr. area' ‘Singhashan Pahar, ;62 = square .miles, is made ‘a. .

reserve and they say we-are encroachers- © But since long. -
we are there. Again  and again I approach the District

" 7 Council -authority but got no ~answer an B ‘was -compelled
.2 to file a case -in.the High Court.. In 1982, at the time of . - |
¥ . harvest some politicians in Karbi Anglong, made somee€0-
- “ .. 'romittees and instigated the local people to g0 and ‘hagvest
s .of their paddy by force. Thenmanydpeeple ~wenit and. - |
"+ harvested ‘the crops of Bengalees and FHiric ustanis. ‘Fheysaid |
-1 it'is mot your land it is not your ‘field, s6-
.- .we’ get its fruits. Then there Wwas: ‘maramar?s ' Few Ben— |
- galees were injured and. their eyes ‘werc ‘broken. - ‘When
. théy approached the Bokulia: thana ‘they . said / they "eams -
. not go against the Karbis.: "Then they - approached . their
.. MLA Gandhi Ram . Timung but he -said 1 am mo._more
. ' .a Minister so I cannot help. - There are some 1500 Karbis
- ~apnd against: sO many_ Karbi peaple -how  can I go to your -
. MDG: - But the MDCG' sxid what your MLA ' canniot do how
{. . .can I do' that. - Seeing the unity - ‘of the ‘minorities. they -
./ “want to extend: the time for, the' ensuing. election. . They
may do something hgainst these:. 27 communigies. - You |
-+ gaid-.we are all Assamese I accept that. . Your ‘problem " |
* and my problem is the same actual foreigners - must . be

why sheuld not

N e
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Sthaazasong—-—Gansidenng all these I reciuegt. Gov-
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ernment to look into the matter. and not to extend the

B time,  for the ensuing election, Thank you.
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