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Proceedings of the First Session of the Assam Legisla-
tive Assembly assembled after the Second General
Election under the Sovereign Democratic
Republican Constitution of India

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at
1-30 p.M. on Friday, the 3th July 1957.

PRESENT

Shri Dev Kanta Borooah, B.A., LL.B., Speaker, in the

Chair, the ecight Ministers, the ecight Deputy Ministers and
eighty Members.

Regarding the order of Questions to be taken up
by the House

Mr. SPEAKER: Short Notice Questions. Yes, Shri
Dandeswar Hazavika.

Shri DANDESWAR HAZARIKA  (Morongi): (rising
to speak).

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati):
On a point of order, Sir, this Short Notice question will come
after the starred questions according to the rules.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1T sce. But the other day the hon.
Member raised this point when I put the short Notice Question
towards the end. Then the hon. Member said that the question
should have been put earlier. :

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: (Gauhati)
Yes, Isaid so because on that day the Short Notice Question was
allowed only after the unstarred questions. But according to
the rule, short notice questions come after the starred questions,
but before the unstarred questions. :

Mr. SPEAKER: No, here according to the rules, ““All
questions admitted shall be answered on the floor of the House.
Questions shall be taken up in the following order:—

() Short notice questions.

(z1) Ordinary starred questions.

(47) Ordinary Unstarred questions.
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This is according to Appendix C of Regulations made by
the Hon’ble Speaker under the Assam Legislative Assembly
Rules. Regulations were made not by the present Speaker
but by the previous Specaker.

All right, the hon. Member can now put this Short Notice
Question.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
SHORT NOTICE QUESTIONS
(To which oral answers were given)

Location of Qil Refinery

Shri DANDESWAR HAZARIKA (Morongi) asked:

3. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—

(@) Whether there is any basis for the report appearin
in the Assam Tribune of 3rd July to the effecy
that after Prime Minister’s return a high leve]
Conference will take placc between the Sub.
Committee for Oil of the GCentral Cabineg

?

and Assam Representatives :
(6) If so, what ?
(¢) What is the communication ?
plieds'hri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister) re.
3. (a)—Yes.
(6) & (c)—I have recei i icati d
: ved a communication, date
27th June, from a Union Cabinet Minister to ithe effect tha&

representatives of Assam will be given full opportunity afte,
the return of the Prime Minister to discuss the matter with the

Gqﬁinet Sub-Committee on Oil and also with the Expert Com_
mittee,

——

kR I
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Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur): Will the
Chief Minister be pleased to state if he had written any lettex
to the Prime Minister, regarding this matter, and if so, has he
received any reply from the Prime Minister.

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): Sir,
I did not write any letter but just on the eve of his going out on
the continental tour, I sent to him a wireless message, and the
correspondences between him and myself are of confidential
nature which , in public interest, may not be disclosed.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: I do not want the full

contents , but my question is whether any communication
has been received ?

Shri BISHNU RAM MEDHI: I received various
communications from the Prime Minister, Sir,

Mr. SPEAKER: That is obvious, \«:hen a letter was
written, a reply is expected to have been received.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: But has it actually
been received ?

Shri JAHANUDDIN AHMED (Bilasipara): May 1

know, Sir, whether any message from the Prime Minister
has been received with regard to the Oil Refinery ?

Mr. SPEAKER: That question has already been replied.

Shri SARBESWAR BARDOLOI (Titabar): May I
know, Sir, who is the Central Minister who wrote to the
Assam Government ?

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): I
think the name may not be disclosed in public interest.

Mr. SPEAKER: It is for the Chief Minister to decide
whether it is in the public interest or not to disclose the name,
but in view of the fact that the Chief Minister has received a
communication “from a Union Cabinet Minister”’, the
question of givirg out the name will not be irrelevant here.

Shri SARBESWAR BARDOLOI : Sir, will the Govern-
ment of Assam be represented there ?
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Mr. SPEAKER: That has been stated, ‘‘representatives
of Assam will be given full opportunity after the return of
the Prime Minister to discuss the matter with the Cabinet Sub-

Committee on (il H#&#E>

Shri RAM NATH SARMA (Lumding): Who will
represent Assam’s case, Sir ?

_ Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): That
will depend on the person or persons who will be selected by the
Assam Government to represent Assam.

Mr. SPEAKER: Evidently r(_-prc'.c;(‘m;uivcs of Assam meang
the representatives of the Assam Government.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI f_Rampulj): Wi_ll'the
Government be pleased to state whether the Prime Minister
had sent a reply stating, ‘‘Our previous decision stands.”

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): Sip
S .have not received any communication to that eflect, bllt,
having seen such a news appearing in thce newspapers, we havye
written to the Government of India enquiring 1if such a com-.
munication has been received by them.

STARRED QUESTIONS
(To which oral answers were given)
Influenza epidemic in Assam
Shri DANDESWAR HAZARIKA (Morongi) asked :

stat:z’?. Will the Minister-in-charge of Medical be pleased tq

(@) Whether the Government is aware of Influenzy
epidemic in Assam ?

() 1If so, the total number of attacks and deathg
upto the week ending the 15th June, 1957 ?

(¢) Are Government aware that about 30 9% of the
M. L. As have fallen victims of the epidemig
and some of them have left for home being
afraid of such attacks ?

(d) What measures have since been taken by Govern.
ment for prevention of the disease ?
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Dr. GHANASHYAM DAS (Deputy Minister, Medical)
replied :

77. (a)—Yes.
(b)—Number of attacks—26,922.

Number of deaths—3. (Reported by the Chief
Medical Officer, Assam Oil Company, Digboi).

(¢)—Yes, a good number of M. L. A’s, have had flu
attack. The Government are not aware of some M. L. As.
having left Shillong out of fear .

(d)—All District Medical Officers have been instructed
to be alert and to take immediate action whenever a report of
the outbreak reaches them. Propaganda to report immediately
the occurrence of the disease to the nearest doctor for medical
aid and other necessary advice has been made through visual
and auditor methods. Drugs for the treatment of patients free
of cost have been supplied to all the District Medical Officers.
All District Officers have been directed to open special treat-
ment centres in the towns where the incidence of the disease is
widespread.

Shri BISWADEV SARMA  (Balipara): How many

special centres have been started in Shillong ?

Dr. GHANASHYAM DAS : T am sorry, Sir, I cannot
reply off hand. Because the centres are being increased in
certain places with a view to meet the requirements. Here in
Shillong we hawve got 13 centres.

Mr. SPEAKER: Hon. Member requires only that in-

formation from the Government.

Srimati LILY SEN GUPTA (Lahowal): ez “Flu"”
@tos  ACAs  dIF biT FmE@re (@ Siwte  carg—92 I BIFIR
T 2 ;

Dr. GHANASHYAM DAS : Safs 439 savtea AteT I
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Shri DANDESWAR HAZARIKA (Morongi): It was
stated that the number of deaths was 3 as reported by the Medi-
cal Officer, Digboi ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, Medical):
That is the report from the Medical Officer, Assam Oil Company,
Digboi, but that remains to be verified by our department.

Shri BISWADEV SARMA  (Balipara): Whether any
instruction was issued by the Government to the tea garden

authorities to take preventive measures against the attack of
“fht ?

Dr. GHANASHYAM DAS (Deputy Minister, Medical):
Instructions have been issued to the District Medical Officers,
As such these instructions would also reach the tea garden
areas falling within the districts.

Shri RADHIKARAM DAS (Palashbari): Is there any

preventive measure ?

Dr. GHANASHYAM DAS : There is no SpCCiﬁC pre-
ventive remedy till now.,

Shri DANDESWAR HAZARIKA (Morongi) : My
duestion was that if so, what was the total number of attacks
and  deathg upto the week ending the 15th June 1957
throug’hout the whole State ? I want the figure for the whole

tate and not of Dighoi alone.

o Dr. GHANASHYAM DAS : The figure is for the whole
ate,

Mr. SPEA

. M KER: They have no other figure except of
Digboi.

Srimati LILY SENGUPTA (Lahowal): bfa, @2 w4
bIFMT ot 1 BT difielE  gug Fats  (FTT SlemdiaR
Cleaq ebate ofta O ©Ield ¥, “Sfig wag =wiz | AAfecs 912 FIy

mcq I!!

s
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Dr GHANASHYAM DAS (Depury Minister, Medical):

We have no information because that is not directly under
our control.

Dr. SRIHARI DAS  (Barpeta): Is there any difference

between this type of influenza we have had recently and the
influenza which we generally have ?

Dr. GHANASHYAM DAS: We have received expert

opinion that this is nothing but the Indian type of Influenza
and it is of mild type.

Mr. SPEAKER: Though it is a small matter, I would
like to draw the attention of the Deputy Minister to it. He has
used in his reply the word ‘flu’. It is not customary to use
colloquialism in this House, particularly in reply of the Hon'-
ble Ministers. So influenza should not be referred to as ‘“flu’.
That is a small matter but it is a question of principle.

Re: Erection of Fruit Preservation Factory and a Mecha-
nical Workshop at Silchar

. Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati)
asked :

*78. Will the Minister-in-charge of

Agriculture be pleased
to state—

(¢) Who gave orders for erection of Fruit Preserva-
tion Factory just outside the Silchar Girls’
H. E. School and a Mechanical Workshop just
outside the Narshing H, E. School at Silchar ?

(b) What consideration led the Government to select
these sites in the very heart of the office and
scheol area of this already congested town
instead of at some outlying part of the town ?

(¢) With regard to question (a) - above, who was
responsible for violating the Government
Instruction to the Municipality not to allow
erection of factories within the town area ?

(d) Whether Government propose to discontinue this
practice of erecting factories and wox:kshops
within Municipal area without consulting the
Municipal Boards ?
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+Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) replied:

78. (¢)—The sites were selected by  the Deputy
Commissioner, Cachar in consultation with the P. E.O.,
Cachar (C. P. Decpartinent) and the District Agricultural
Officer, Cachar.

(b)—The following factors were taken into considera-
tion while selecting the sites—

() These were the only suitable Government
lands available for the purpose.

(ii) The factory and the workshop contained
assets of considerable value which were not casily portable,
In order to avoid the risk of loss of human lives as well as of
Government property and of the disruption of works in the
event of floods, it was necessary to select such sites as were
above flood level. These two were the only available sites
above flood level and were accordingly selected.

s (it1) Both the factory and the workshop need
clectrical energy for their running which is not available in any
outlying area.
: (v) The requirement of water of the Fruit
Preservation Fact()ry is to be obtained from the Municipality.

: () The outlying arcas of the Silchar town
are easily and frequently flooded and no khas lands were avail-
able there. Electricity and pure water supply are alsonot avail-
able in any outlying area.

(¢)—Neither the Fruit Preservation Factory nor the
Engineering Workshop falls under the category of “factory”
under the Factories Act, because, the number of workers in
either of them isless than the minimum number of workers
required to attract the application of the I'actories Act.

(d)—In view of (¢) above, does not arise.

TShri Hareswar Das (Minister, Revenue) replied to the Questions in ahbsence of
M. Moinul Haque Chaudhury (Minister, Agriculture).
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Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati):
Was there no other site within the Silchar Municipality which
could be filled by earth and brought above flood level ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue): There
may be, Sir, but these sites were considered most suitable.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA : Do
Government propose to remove the Girls’ High School and
the Narshing High School from the places where they are at
present ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS: There is no such proposal.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: Do
not Government think that the Workshop with so much
of noise disturbs the students both of the Boys’ and Girls’ High
Schools ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS: It does not, because the Work-
shop and the Factory work only after school hours. During
school hours they do not work at all.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: Do not
Government consider this to be a waste ?

Mrs. JYOTSNA CHANDA (Silchar-West): Does
the Hon’ble Minister speak from his experience and knowledge
that water is supplied by the Municipality and electricity is
supplied by the Electric Gompany ? I know from my own
IOWIetE e v v s sasassas (Loud laughter).

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, Order.

Shri HARESWAR DAS: TIhave no personal knowledge
at all. Even this reply I am giving on behalf of my Friend,
who is absent. (Laughter).

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: Was the
Municipality consulted before the selection of these sites P

Shri HARESWAR DAS: It appears fgbefore selection
the Municipality was not consulted. Afterwards a definite
order has been issued that in future the Municipality should

be consulted.
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Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati):
Whether the Silchar Municipality objected to this or not ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue): They
did not before the factory was started.

Re: Centre for treatment of opium addicts at Chabua
in Dibrugarh Subdivision

. dShri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa)
asked :

*79. Will the Minister-in-charge of Excise be pleased to
state—

(¢) Whether any centre for treatment of opium

addicts was opened at Chabua in Dibrugarh

Subdivision ?

(b) If so, how long this treatment centre functioned ?

(¢) What is the expenditure incurred by the Govern-
ment during that period for the upkeep and
treatment in that centre ?

(d) What is that number of opium addicts who
received treatment in this centre during the
period the centre was under operation ?

(¢) Whether the centre is still functioning ?
(/) If not, why ?

repl.sélri CHATRA SINGH TERON (Minister, Excise)
1eq :

79. (a)—Yes.
(6) —From 28th February 1956 to 18th March 1956.

(c)—A total amount of Rs.4,483 was spent for the
treatment of opium addicts including thc cost of beddings,
utensil, medical equipment, furniture and pay, etc., of the staff
in that centre.

(d)=Six.

(¢) & (f)—The centre could not function from 19th
March 1956 for want of a suitable doctor. Arrangement has
since been made for a doctor and the centre will start function-
Ing soon.
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Shri DEBENDRANATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa) :
Do Government know that most of these six addicts did not

attend the Centre regularly and sometime after they reverted
to the old habit ?

Shri CHATRA SING TERON (Minister, Excise):

Government have no information.

Shri DEBENDRANATH HAZARIKA : Do Government
know that the value of the assets in  the Centre for

which more than four thousand rupees were spent is almost nil
at present ?

Mr. SPEAKER: The reply was: ‘““A total amount of
Rs.4,483 was spent for the treatment of opium addicts including
the cost of beddings, utensils, medical equipment,; Letc, s e
He has not said this has constituted the asset.

CRY

| Shri DEBENDRANATH HAZARIKA: Do Govern-
‘ ment know that the number of opium addicts in that area is

on the increase and smugglers are becoming more powerful
} now-a-days ?

Shri CHATRA SING TERON: Government want notice
of this question.

Re: Catching of Elephants in Kulshi Range

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur) : asked.

*80. Will the Minister-in-charge of Forests be pleased to
state— .

\ (a) Whether four seats for catching Elephants
| (Gajali Shikar) were lately thrown open in
Kulshi Range in South  Bank of Kamrup

recently through Gazette notification ?

(b) If so, whether any tender was invited ?
ﬁ\

{¢) Who were the tenderers ?

R T e
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(d) Who have been allotted the seats ?

(¢) Whether the number of seats increased later ?

(f) On what principle the scats wWerce allotted ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, Forests) replied :

80 (a)—Four seats for Gajali Shikar were advertised by the
D. C., Kamrup, locally but not through the Gazette.

(b)—Yes.

(¢)—1. Shri Arabinda Ch. Das.

2.

3.
4.
5.
6.
i

25

2>

3

3

”

22

Debendra Nath Thakuria.
Bibhu Kanta Choudhury.
Hem Ch. Choudhury.
Bangshidhar Thakuria.
Kamala Kanta Goswami.

Biren Ram Phukan.

(d)—1. Shri Arabinda Ch. Das.

2.

O

R A

22

>

32

27

22

2>

22

32

Debendra Nath Thakuria.
Bibhu Kanta Choudhury.
Hem Chandra Choudhury.
Kamala Kanta Goswami.
Biren Ram Phukan.
Gajendra Ch. Bora.
Mahendra Ch. Rava.

Basudev Das.

(¢)—Yes, from 4 seats to 9.
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(f)—TFive seats were allotted on the recommendation
of the D. C. Four seats were allotted by Government consi-
dering it expedient to increase the number of seats after the
issue of tender notice by the D. C. to nine taking into account
the vastness of the hunting area and the seriousness of the crop
damages. For the increased seats, Government chose all
persons from among those who had applied to Government for
seats in their individual capacity including a tribal applicant

considering that tribal people also should be given representa-
tion.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur): Sir, will
the Minister state whether the non-publication of the first
notification in the Gazette was not irregular ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA ( Minister, Forest) :
So far as Gajali Shikar is concerned, Sir, it is sufficient to
advertise locally by the Deputy Gommissioner and regardin
other Shikars, that is, Mela Shikar and Kheda Shikar, they

are advertised through the Gazette.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : Is the Minister aware
whether the notification was widely circulated ?

~ Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA: It must have been widely
circulated by {the Deputy Commissioner specially in the
southern part of the Brahmaputra river.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : Will the Minister
please state in which places the notification was hung up ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA : I cannot say off-hand.

If the hon. Member insists, I may have the information from
the proper source.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : Is it a fact, Sir, that
one Shri B. Talukdar was left out in the selection because he
has a different party affiliation ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA : That is not a fact, Sir.
Shri RADHIKARAM DAS (Palashbari) : May I

know, Sir, how many tenders were received within the specified
time ?
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Shri . RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, Forest) :
Seven tenders.

Shri RADHIKARAM DAS (Palashbari) : Sir, is it a
fact that some of the tenderers did not deposit the security
money also ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA : I want notice of this
question, Sir.

Re: Coins of Mattak King

8 dShri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa)
asked :

*81. Will the Education Minister be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that some old coins of Mattak
King Shri Shri Sarbanada Singha with others
have been unearthened near Tengapani Tea
Estate in Dibrugarh Subdivision during the last
few monthsg ?

b) If so, what were the writings on the coins of the

Mattak King and where they are preserved
now ?

(¢) Whether the important tanks excavated by the
Mattak King in Tinsukia area are preserved
by the State Government with a brief history
or indication ?

(4) Whether any representation was received by the
Government during the last four years or so
urging upon by the public to preserve the
historic place of Mattak Kings which is known
as ‘““‘Rajnagar” in Tinsukia in accordance with
Article 49 of the Constitution of India ?

(¢) If so, what action has been taken so far.

Shri PURNANANDA 5. L
Education) replied : CHETIA (Deputy Nhn_lSter,

81, (a)—Yes.
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(M—Not known to Government as yet. Necessary
arrangement is being made for transfer of the coins from the

custody of the Deputy Commissioner, Lakhimpur, to the
Assam State Museum.

(¢)—No.

(d)—Yes.

(¢)—No action has been taken in respect of Rajnagar
in Tinsukia area as the question of setting up a State Depart-
ment of Archacology to look after Ancient and Historical
Monuments and Archaeological Sites and remains not declared

by Parliament to be of national importance, is under consi-
deration of Government.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa) :
Sir, has our Government recommended to the Central Govern-

ment for declaring those places as of historical importance, by
the Indian Parliament ?

Shri PURNANANDA CHETIA (Deputy Minister):
No, Sir.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA: Do Govern-
ment know that the descendants of Mattak kings are still
enjoying political pension from the Central Government ?

Mr. SPEAKER : How can this question arise ?

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA: Because, Sir,
historically this relates to Mattak kings.

Mr. SPEAKER : The main question relates to Ar-
chaeological remains and not to human remains (laughter).

Re: Cattle Epidemic in Dibrugarh Subdivision
Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA asked:

*82. Will the Minister-in-charge of Veterinary be pleased

to state— |
(@) Whether report was received by querlll{{nel:lt
from Veterinary Assistant Surgeon, Tinsukia, in
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the month of May last that there was no conta-
gious disease or cattle epidemic except minor
ailment in Kakapathar area of Saikhowa
Mouza in Dibrugarh Subdivision ?

(b) Whether Government are aware that only at 10
- different villages of the aforesaid area 201 cows
and 111 buffaloes died of the cattle disease

during the period under reference ?

(¢) Whether Government are aware of the fact that
there are instances that the death roll of cows
and buffaloes in a family rose upto7 and 4

respectively ?

{d) What number of deaths of cattle is required for
an areca or a village to be declared as cattle

epidemic area ?

() Whether the Government will make a fresh
enquiry to ascertain the facts that the deaths of
cattle in the following villages were as shown
below in Saikhowa Mouza in Saikhowa Consti-

tuency:
Name of villages Death of Death of Total
cows buffaloes
Sorumessai ., ] 30 16 46
Kachijan 27 14 41
Tanganagaon .., geil o 18 55
Hahkhati e 86 19 105

TShri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) replied :
82. (a) to (¢)—Information is being collected.

. Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa) :
Sir, how long will it take to get reply to this question and whether
we will get it in the next session of the Assembly without giving
fresh notice ?

T The answer was giver: by the Revenue Minister in the absence of M. Moinul
Hoque Chaudhuri, Minister, Veterinery.
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Mr. 'SPEAKER : The hon. Member’s attention is drawn
to the rules and procedure according to which questions sub-
mitted for this session cannot be left over to the next session.

Re: Erosion caused by the River Burhidihing in Tirap
Transferred Area and Makum Mauza of
Lakhimpur District

Shri DWIJESH CHANDRA DEB SARMA (Dighoi) asked :

*83. Will the Minister-in-charge of Embankment and
Drainage be pleased to state—

{(a) Whether Government are aware about the great

crosion caused by the River Burhidihing at
Inthem, Ketetang, Barphakial and Makum

Killah in Tirap Transferred Area and Makum
Mauza of Lakhimpur District ?

(0) Whether Government propose to take necessary
steps to stop erosion and save these villages
from distress ?

Shri SIDDHINATH S

ARMA (Minister, P. W. D.)
replied :

83. (a)—Government have no information.
being called for from Executive Engineer concerned.

A report is
(b)—Does not arise now.
(Starred Question No.

) - 84 standing in the name of
Shri Molia Tati was not put and  answered as the questioner
was absent).

Re: Paddy produced im and imported to Assam

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur) asked :
*85. Will the Minister-in-charge of Supply be pleased
to state— -

(@) What was the total quantity of paddy produced

in the State for the year ending in March
1957 7 ety
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(b)) What is the total annual requirement of the
State ?

(¢) What is the amount imported since January,
1957 to date ?

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Supply) replied :

85. (¢)—Approximately 27,31,502 tons paddy. (But,
allowance at the rate of 12} per cent may also be made for
seeds, shrinkage, wastages, etc.)

(b)—Approximately 24,67 200 tons paddy.

(¢) (1)—15,591 tons rice (up to 13th June 1957)
moved to Assam on Central Government account for dis-
tribution through Iair Price Shops.

(i{)—The accurate figures in respect of imports
of rice/paddy into Assam on purely private trade account
cannot be furnished. Reports have becn called for from the
carriers who are also unable to furnish the same due to figures
being not readily available.

*Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur): Is it 5
fact, Sir, that there is no deficit so far as paddy is concerned
within the State ?

*Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH : Considering the tota]
production , as stated 3 days back, if 1 remember aright
and the total population perhaps there is some shortage and
that shortage is to be made up with Government of Indj,
supply as well as supply from outside the State on privage
trade account.

*Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa) :
What is the basis of calculation of those figures ?

*Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH : Arithmectic, of course
(laughter).

*Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Palashbari): Whic,
Department submits figures, Sir, regarding production of paddy 7

*Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH : Agriculture Departmeng
with the help of the Statistics Department of the Government
of Assam.

- g n i

*Speech not corrected,
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Re: Copyists and Typists of Civil Courts
Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED (Bilasipara) asked:

*86. Will the Minister-in-charge of Judicial be pleased to
state—

(¢; On what condition and remuneration the

Copyists and Typists in GCivil Courts are
employed ?

() Whether the Copyists and Typists are allowed
the benefit of Provident Fund ?

(¢) If so, what arc the term and condition and rate
at which the Copyists and the Typists are to
contribute ?

(d) Whether Government contribute to the said
Provident Fund ? 1If so, at what rate ?

(¢)  Whetheritis a fact that the Copyists and the
Typists are not allowed any extra remunecra-
tion for copying and typing in urgent cases ?

(f) Whether Government will consider the cases of
all Copyists and the Typists to absorb them in
regular service so that they may be able to
enjoy the benefit of Government service like
other clerks in the Deputy Commissioner’s
Office in the districts including gratuity and
retirement ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, Judicial)
replied :

86. (a)—According to Civil Rules and Orders of the High
Court (Vol. I) no Copyists and Typists other than 2
licensed one can be employed as such. and they can be
retained up to the age of 60 years. At the time of appoiutment
preference is shown to Typists proficient both in EnghSh T?nd
Vernacular typing and providing their own machincs. p].cy
are piece workers and paid at the rate of 16 Naye Paise
(2% annas) per folio.

. —T

N e AR
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(b))—The Copyists and Typists are not regular
Government Servants and hence they are not allowed the
benefit of either Provident Fund or Pension. They are ho.weve;r
getting the benefit of Contributory Provident Fund which is
more lucrative than pension.

(c)._.Therc 1s no fixed rate of c911t1‘il)11tion. Under
the Contributory Provideni Fund Rules it is on the percentage
basis of emoluments, the minimum and maximum contribution
being between 6} per cent and 153 per cent respectively (ie.,
from 6 Naye Paise to 10 Naye Paisc in the rupee).

(d)—Yes. Government make a half-yearly contribu-
tion to the account of each subscriber at the rate of 75 per
cent of the subscription paid by the person concerned during
the half’ year—-any subscription paid in ecxcess of 8% per cent
of the subscribers’ emoluments being disregarded for the
purpose,

(e)—Yes.

(/)—The matter is under consideration of Govern-
ment. However, for the purposes of dearness allowances they
are treated as whole time Government servants.

. Maulvi JAHAN UDDIN AHMED (Bilasipara): I
1t a fact that the Copyists and Typists arc not paid any extra
Temuneration, although urgent fees are realised from the clients
for urgent work ?

That might be so, Sir.,

Maulvi JAHAN UDDIN AHMED: What is the nature
of their cmployment ?  Whether temporary or permanent.

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA : They are temporary, Sir.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur) :  Are they
employed for a fixed period or there is no fixed period ? Are

they employed casual or temporary ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA : There is no fixed period,

Sir,
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Maulvi JAHAN UDDIN AHMED (Bilasipara) :
Whether Government is considering to make them permanent ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, Judicial) :

That may be examined, Sir.

Amount of Tax realised under the Assam Taxation (on
Goods carried by Road or Inland Waterways) Act

Maulavi MAHAMMAD IDRIS (Rupochihat) : asked:

°

*87. Will the Minister-in-charge of

Finance be pleased
to state—

(@) What is the total amount of tax realised in the
State under the Assam Taxation (on goods
carricd by Road and Tnland Waterways) Act,
1954, since its enforcement ?

(6) Out of this tax what is the total sum realised in
district or subdivisionwise from Jute ?

(¢) Whether it was not the intention of Government
to allocate a part of this tax in development
of communication in the jute growing areas of
the State as assured by the Minister at the time
of passing this Legislation ?

(d) If so, what amount has since heen spent for the
said purpose in each subdivision ?

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH ( Minister, Finance )
replied :
Rs.
87. (a)—In 1954-55 55,601,437
In 1955-56 oo 1,84,47,248
In 1956-57 .o 2,41,42,350 (Provisional).

Total ... 4,8151,035

Rs.

(b)—From Kamrup ., 3,89,168
Goalpara 23,56.158
Nowgong i 12,49,261
Sibsagar - 4,737
Darrang 4,73,583
Lakbimpur 13,896

Cachar o 40,723
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(¢)—In the first instance Government revenue has
to be credited into the Consolidated Fund of the State and
expenditure required for specific purposes has to be provided
for in the budget and passed by the Legislatuce. At the time
of selection of schemes on development of communication,
jute growing areas get full consideration. I'rom the admini=
strative point of view, it is not always possible to keep a pro-rata
basis, in regard to collection of revenue and expenditure ona
particular district or arca.

(d)—Details of expenditure on specific projects have
been called for fromn districts and are not available at present.

Maulvi MAHAMMAD IDRIS (Rupohihat): Whe-
ther it is not the intention of the Government Lo spend a portion
of the tax for the development of communication n the jute
growing areas of the State ?

. Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Finance) :
Sir, the answer has clearly stated the l)()gitiﬁl], ‘ | 1'cf(31' to the
following sentences—#* At the time of selection of scheme
on development of communication jutc growing arcas get full
consideration. From the a(lmillisu"a‘tivc point of view, 1t is nog
always possible to keep a pro-rata basis, in regard to collection
of revenue and expenditure on a particular cdistrict or area”.
Sir, the intention of the Government is to provide communi-

cation in jute growing arcas as also to other areas, both paddy
and tea growing arcas.

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS (Karimganj North) :
as Government allotted any fund at the disposal of the Road

ommunication Board for construction of roads in the jute
growing areas, just like petrol tax, etc ?

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH T am not aware, Sir.

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS : Will the Minister-in-
charge be pleased to consider this 3P

Shri DEBESWAR SARMARMN : This matter will be
undoubtedly considered.

Maulavi MAHAMMED IpDRIS : Whether Govern-

ment has proposed to allot some money for the purpose of
construction of roads In jute growing areas ?
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Mr. SPEAKER : Order, Order.

Maulavi NURUL ISLAM (Dhing): Whether Govern-
ment propose to give some grant for construction of reserve
tanks for the purpose of washing and cleaning jute ?

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister,

Since the hon.
the House,

Finance) :
Members are raising these points on the floor of
they will undoubtedly receive due consideration.

Maulavi MAHAMMAD IDRIS (Rupohihat) : Do

Government propose to earmark certain sum of IO Y-

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH There is no scheme or
proposal in the line suggested by the hon. Members for
materialisation. But, since the hon. Members have raised
these important points on the floor of the House, they will
undoubtedly receive due consideration.

Number of Fair Price Shops in Tezpur Subdivision

Shri BISWADEV SARMA (Balipara) asked:

*88. Will the Supply Minister be pleased to  state—

(@) How many Fair Price ﬁhops have now been
started in Tezpur Subdivision ?

(6) In which of the Mauzas they have been started ?

(¢) Whether it is a fact that no quota of rice is
allotted for Tezpur Subdivision ?

(d) If so, why ?

(¢) Whether Government are aware of the demand
for more lair Price Shops in the Tezpur
Subdivision ?

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Supply) replied :

88. (a)—Sixty-four shops, But only 25 shops are function«
ing with rice offered by local millers. :
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(b)—The Fair Price Shops have been started in the
following Mouzas of T'ezpur Subdivision—
Gohpur, Halem, Kolongpur, Brahmajan, Behali, Sakomot -
ta, Biswanath, Baghmara, Murhadoi, Barbhagia, Chilabandha, H
Balipara, Haleswar, Missamari, Borchola, Mahabhairab.

(¢) & (d)—No. There is of course no Central
Government Depot in Tezpur and the retailers of Fair Price
Shops from Tezpur Subdivision are reluctant to bring Central
Government rice from Tihu. A quota of 10,000 mds. of
rice from Manipur has been allotted to Tezpur to be lifted
through a selected wholesaler from September, 1956. But as
there was no sufficient demand for Manipur rice at that time
only about 6,000 mds. rice could be lifted for Tezpur by the
wholesaler and distributed by appointed retailers through Fair
Price Shops at Ks.18-8-0 per maund.

(¢)—Yes. MNiore Fair Price Shops will be opened as
and when necessity arises.

Shri BISWADEV SARMA (Balipara) : Is it a fact that

the dealers cannot lift their quotas because of transport diffi-
culties ? !
]
Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Finance) :
Perhaps there might be some difficulties.
_ Shri KAMALA PRASAD AGARWALLA (Tezpur) .
Is it a fact that there is no Central godown at Tezpur ?
Shri GAURISANKAR ROY (Katlicherra): Fair
Price Shop @Y si7rg ©ieft 77 & 7 ? :
Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH: st gi—awet T & |
Shri GAURISANKAR ROY (Katlicherra) : <sza)
foraeT STIEie @y iy E P
‘ Shri DEBESWAR SARMAIJ: Sir, I gave these figures
on the floor of the House alréady, S
Capt. WILLIAMSON SANGMA [(Phulbari, (Reserved

i‘or SChEd!ﬂled. T!ri:b‘es)] 3 Sil‘; W}lctller GOVCrllant reCCiVCd
representation from the Deputy Commissioner , Tura, to open
tair price shops at T'ura.
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Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Finance) :
Sir, a conference was held at Gauhati on the last Wednesday
with the Deputy Commissioners, Subdivisional Officers, and
senior Supply Officials, and the whole matter was thrashed
out there. Accordingly Government have requested the Deputy
Commissioners and the Subdivisional Officers to do what is
needful regarding this matter in their respective district head-
quarters and subdivisional head-quarters. As a matter of
fact the authority has been delegated to the Deputy Commis-
sioners and the Subdivisional Oflicers to incur expenditure
upto Rs. 2,000 by way of subsidy and other subvention without
reference to Government.  Reference may be made by them
in such cases afterwards.

Capt. WILLIAMSON SANGMA [Phulbari, (Reser-
served for Scheduled Tribes)] : Will the Minister-in-charge
be pleased to state regarding the quota allotted to Garo Hills ?

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH: As a matter of fact,
Sir, I have requested the Deputy Commissioner, Garo Hills,
to proceed to Shillong immediately so that we may discuss
this matter in company of the hon. Members of the Garo

Hills.

Mr. SPEAKER : I think, all these supplementaries are
not in order. ‘I'hat this question relates to the opening of fair
price shops, the Minister-in-charge has already replied to it.

Order, Order.

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH: Sir, my reply to
the question put by hon. Member remained unfinished. The
Deputy Commissioner, Garo Hills, also came to Gauhgtl.
I requested him to come to Shillong, so that the question
might be thoroughly discussed here in company of the
hon. Members of Garo Hills. In this connection, I may sub-
mit, Sir, that the hon. Members of Garo Hills were absent
from the House for two days. So, this important matter could
not be discussed with them.

Capt. WILLIAMSON SANGMA Sir, Whether the
Government is aware that there was no rice in Garo Hills
which was supplied by the Government ?

L &8

3
v
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**Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Supply): The

places, regarding which information has been received, were
supplied with rice which was sent along with our officers and one
gentlemen from Garo Hills for distribution. As no further infor-
mation was received from other places, of Garo Hills, Govern-
ment is notaware of it. Anyway, Government will surely send
rice promptly on receipt of information.

**Shri KAMALA PRASAD AGARWALLA (Tezpur) .
Arq Government aware that rice supplied by the dealers ig
selling at a very high price, i.e., Rs.24-8-0 per maund ?

**Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH: Thc present  price
ofrlce at the rate of Rs.24 per maund is not considereq
high enough. If you take a few of the relative price
pf other essential commodities, as also the cost of production
In the production centres, you will find that this Rs.24 is nog
a very high price.

Re: Subdivisional Officer at Karimganj

foF ghri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS (Karimganj-North) ,
ed:

*89. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—

(@) When Mr. R. K. Srivastava, Subdivisiong]
Officer of Karimganj, was transferred from
Karimganj Subdivision ?

(b) Who is jn_chargc of the Subdivision after hlS
transfer ?

(¢) Why a permanent Subglivisional Officer was not
placed there so long ?

(d) Whether Government are aware of the import.
ance of Karimganj as a Border Subdivision p

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister) replied . 1

89. (a)—Shri Srivastava made over charge to the Senior
Extra Assistant Commissioner on 12th April, 1957.

T e —— ———

———————— e —

**Specch not correctec.
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(b)—The Senior Extra Assistant Commissioner, Shri
Soneswar Kalita, has been in-charge of the Subdivision after
the transfer of Shri Srivastava.

(¢)—Shri T. S. Gill, 1.A.s., Subdivisional Officer,
Lungleh, was posted as Subdivisional Officer, Karimganj and the
transfer was notified on 8th May 1957 but the order of transfer
of Sri Gill had to be cancelled. In view of shortage of
I.A. S. and scnior A. C. S. Officers, it was not possible to-
send a Subdivisional Oflicer to Karimganj immediately, but
in the meantime one senior A. C. S. Officer has been
appointed as Subdivisional Oflicer, Karimganj.

(d)—Yes.

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS (Xarimganj-North)
Has the Government received serious allegations from the Bar
Members as well as from the public of Karimganj against the
Senior Extra Assistant Commissioner who is holding the charge
of Karimganj Subdivision ?

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister) ¢
There are allegations and counter allegations also. A large
number of people of Karimganj also supported the officer for
his retention there. :

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS : Will Govzcrnment
tnquire into these allegations ? '
Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI: VYes. All these reports

will be enquired into, i.e., in support of his retention, and
against retention of him.

Shri RANENDRA  MOHON |DAS: Sir, some specific

allegations were madec against the officer, by me, the other day

m the floor of the House. s

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI: Sir, I was not present
at that time.

Shri RANENDRA MOHON DAS: Sir, the chafges are

in the hands of the Government. Will Government enquire
into those charges ?

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI: Sir, the charges made in
the House briefly by hon. Members are considered difficult
to be enquired into. :
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Mr. SPEAKER : Regarding the charges made in this
House, I would like to say that our rules are silent. So in future
we have decided to follow the rules and procedure that are
being followed in Lok Sabha, i.c., whenever any charge is made
against any officer or person, the hon. Member has to take the
previous consent of the Speaker, provided the Speaker approved
that it is in public interest and also due time and imformation
be given to the Minister-in-charge for cnquiry. Therefore,
that was the practice in the past and we have now decided to
follow the rules and procedure of Lok Sabha in future.

Shri RANENDRA MOHON DAS {Karimganj-North):
0 matter about my charges in this Housc. Did Government

receive allegations from the Muktar’s Bar and the public of
Karimganj ?

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister) : [ (g

ot exactly remember. But I have received some allegations,
$ @ matter of fact, I have alrcady said that if any person takes

the responsibility for making the allegations, the matter Mmay
e taken up for enquiring

Mr. SPEAKER : Order, order.

i rf{he Chief Minister did not know what has happened ip
PUchdo,use. I have alrecady ordered the portions to be o

Shri RANENDRA MOHON DAS: My  question ig
when certain allegations have been received I want a

Categorical answer whether the Government will make
enquiry or not ?

an
i Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI: 1 have already stated that

Iany body takes the responsibility, then the matter will be
enquired into,

Shri RANENDRA MOHON DAS : Tam taking the

;‘;Z?;I;S}blhty' Will the Chief Minister enquire into the

Mr. SPEAKER : Order, order.

The Chief Minister has saiq

I body should
responsibility then he will make anlf any body should take the

enquiry into the matter,
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Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister) :‘. If any
body takes the responsibility and if the representation is made
to me, 1 will certainly enquire into the matter.

Re: Storm at Majuli on the 29¢th April, 1957

Shri KARKA CHANDRA DOLEY (Nerth-Lakhimpur
(Reserved for Scheduled Tribes)] : asked:

*90. Will the Minister-in-charge of Revenue be pleased
to state—
(@) What was the total number of families affected
by the last storm of 29¢h April 1957, of the
three Mouzas of Majuli ?

(6) How many of them were rendered homeless ?
(¢) Total value of properties damaged by the storm ?

(d) Whether any relief has been given to the storm-

’

affected people of Majuli ?
(¢) If so, how many of them have been siven relief ?
(f) If not, why not ?
Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) replicd:
90. (a)—Approximately 1,750 families. .
(6)—116.

(¢)—Approximately Rs.] ,90,000.,

(d)—A sum of Rs.8,000 ag gratuitous relief has been
sanctioned for the storm-aflected people of Jorhat Subdivision
including Majuli. Besides Rs.25,500 has been given as Agri-
cultural seed loan and R5.20,000 as Agricultural Cattle loan
for the entire Subdivision.

The Deputy Commissioner has also been asked to
submit proposal for rehabilitation loan ' fof hose families
who need it for reconstruction of their houses.

(¢)—The exact number of families who have received
relicf is not available, but gratuitous relief has been given
mainly to the persons who have been rendered homeless.

(f)=Does not arise,
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Re : Housing Loan at North Lakhimpur Subdivision
Shri MOHANANDA BORA (North Lakhimpur) asked:

%*91. Will the Minister-in-charge of Housing be pleased to
state how many pcoQIc were provided with Housing loans at
North pLakhlmpur Subdivision in 1955-56 and 1956-57 with
names !

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHY (Minister,
Town and Country Planning) replicd:

91.—Information has been called for but not yet received.

Shrimati LILY SEN GUPTA (Lahowal): =z,
fafimte wasttw House Building Loan fe tzte, CIEfAECE 9AChI
Loan 7 5=ita W’L’_{F Ffaq o4 =fa4 fwm CETET?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHY (Minister) :
a3 Loan faatzw @bl fafwz Scheme 7 @famcs fum 23 =iw 47 cam
=1 1 93 Loand fewars a3 744 27 |

Re: Loans to rice mills in 1953

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA ( Gauhati )

asked :
%992, Will the Minister-in-charge of Supply be pleased to

state-—
en loans by the

(a) Whether some rice mills were giv
Government in 1953 ?
of the said loans and the

D

(b) Who were the recipients
h of them :

amount received by eac

(¢) What was the rate of interest charged for the said

loans ?

(d) Whether the said loans were paid after the
Government had given Uup the procurement
scheme ?

(¢) Whether there was any condition to the effect that
the loanees would have to supply rice to the

Government and the public at a price fixed by
the Government ?

(/) Whether the loans have since been repaid ?
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Shri DEBESWAR SARMA (Minister,
replied :

92, (a)—VYes.

© ® N o

I1.
12,
13.
14.
15,
16.
17.
18.
19,

Messrs Bajranglal  Agarwalla and

(b)—Names of the recipients of loans
amount received

« Messrs Prahladrai Sitaram Rice Mills, Khetri

another,
Rangiya,

. Messrs Poddar Rice Mill, Tihu

. Messrs Bijoylaxmi Rice Mill, Rangiya

Messrs  Nagarmall Gaurisankar Rice Mills,
Gauhati.

Messrs K. C. Rice Mills, North Gauhatj

. Messrs. Annapurna Rice Mills, Gauhati

Messrs, Bhartiya Rice Mills, Nalbari

+ Messrs, K. D. Jalan Rice Mills, Pathsala
10.

Messrs Sreemanta Rice Mills, (now Uma Rice Mills)
Changsari.

Messrs Bhagwati Rice Mills, Pathsala

Messrs Sreemanta Rice Mills, Gauhati

Messrs New Rice Mills, Rola

Messrs Netram Rice Mills, Kathiatalj

Messrs H. Atia Rice Mills, Jamunamukh

Messrs Mangilal Tilokchand Rjce Mills,” Jamunamukh
Messrs Akbar Zaman Rice Mills, Jamunamukh
Messrs B. G. Rice Mills, Kampur .,

Messrs Annapurna Rice Mills, Hailakandi .. (i

1581

Supply)

and the

by each of them are indicated below—

Rs.

1,00,000

30,000

1,25,000
1,25,000

70,000

60,000
75,000
1,00,000
75,000_
50,000

60,000
1,00,000
3,00,000
1,25,000
35,000
1,50,000
40,000
85,000
10,000
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(¢) —Three per cent per annum.

. , . e 1 T
(d)—Yes, in certain cases, the loans were paid afte
temporary stoppage of procurcment.

(¢)—According to the terms of the crmtracls’(;ll?c:‘(l):llll‘:gﬁst
had to supply rice/paddy to Government at (o)}
procurement prices.

(f)—One of the lonees has repaid the {UEI- anbl‘(t)(:u;lstllz'?\]'(f}
several other parties have made part pay 1"m.]n‘s:s > é"u'ly i
been taken to recover the loans from the delaulters as ¢
possible.

Shri DANDESWAR HAZARIKA (Morangi): May
I know from Government whether there was }m\ 1'11311)(1(?“1,1':;
from Sibsagar and Lakhimpur districts, or “'hml\lT(lvn_ono.' '-mtd
any applicant from the other districts cxcept NOWEONg «
amrup ?

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Supply) :

Sir, the records show no such applicant.

Shri BISWADEV SARMA. (Balipara) :  Under what

schemes these loans are issued iy

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAR : Sir, loans are issued to

terent mill owners to procure paddy. At that time there wag

control,  the mill owners were granted advances to.‘_pEu-cipase
paddy and deliver the same to (iovernment at certain fixed
rates,

These rates differed in the different zones.

Shri BISWADEV SARMAIL : Does the scheme still
continye g

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAM : No.

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS (Kal~imganj-NOrth):
Was there no applicant from Cachar district ?

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAR : There 1s one. Messrs,
Annapurna Rice Mill, Hailakand;.

Shri KAMALA PRASAD AGARWALLA - (Tezpur):
The Hon. Minister said that loans were granted and at the
sametime he said advances..... ..........c.o..ns e aneg
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Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister Supply): That
may be terminological inexactitude. Advances were loans and

loans were advances.

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Palashbari):
what period the loans were to be repaid ?

~ Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH : Loans were to be repaid
within the next harvesting vear.

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS : Why no action has been
taken to realise the entire amount of the loans ?

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH : Sir, we are beginning
to take action.

Within

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

(To which answers were laid on the table)

Detection of Excise Cases by the Town Defence Party
in Dibrugarh

Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh) asked:

183. Will the Minister-in-charge of Excise be pleased
to state— '

(a) If some excise cases were detected by the members .
of the Town Defence Party during the months
of March and April, 1957, in Dibrugarh ?

(b) Ifso, how many such cases ended with convic-
tions of the offenders ?

(¢) Whether it is a fact that the number of cases of
such detection had dwindled in the town of
Dibrugarh after the disbanding of the Town

Defence Party ?

ose toform a Town
the Department in the

(d) Whether Government prop
' f crimes ?

Defence Party to help )
detection and for the preventiont O
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Shri CHATRA SING TERON (Minister, Excise)
replied:

183. (a)—Three cases were detected by the voluntary
Town Defence Party in March, 1957. No cases were detected
by them in April, 1957.

(6)—One.
(¢)—No,
(4d)—There is no such proposal.

Kamalpur N, E. S. Block

: lShri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur)
askKed »

184, Will the Minister-in-charge of Community Projects
be pleased to state—

() When the National Extension Service Block at
Kamalpur will be opened ?

(6) Whether it is a fact that the Kamalpur Nationa]
Extension Service Block was due to be opened
m the financial year 1956-37 ?

(¢) In view of the largeness of the area and backward.
Ness of the locality whether Government wijj
be pIeaEscd to consider to open two Nationa]

Xtension Service Blocks in Kamalpur Thana ?

Shri MOHI KANTA D ini m
d AS (Deputy Minister, Com-.
munity Projects) replied : (Deputy

184, (2)—Sometime before the end of the Second Fjye
ear Plan period. The exact date cannot be stated now,

(¢)—This is not possible.

Pr0posal'_ for opening of gz Multi-purpose Community
Project in the Abor Hills Transferred Area

ailic g!n-i DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa)

185. Will the Mintsterain. choree o :
ment Projects be Pleasedeic)lrét;};:fgc of Community Develop-

(a) Whether there is a proposal to open a Multi-

purpose Community Project in the Abor Hills
Transferred Areg ?
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(b) If so, when the project will be opened ?

(¢) What are the amounts to be spent in different
heads ?

(d) Where the headquarters of this project is proposed
to be located ?

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Deputy Minister, Com-
munity Projects) replied :

185. (a)—Yes. A proposal to include the Abor Hills
Transferred Area in a Multi-purpose Community Development:
Block 1s at present under consideration of Government.

(b)—Second October, 1957.

(¢)—Twenty-four lakhs of rupees ; the break-up-uader
different heads will be done in consultation with the Project
Advisory Committee.

(d)—No decision has yet been taken regarding the"
headquarters of the proposed Block.

Heads of Departments who are also Secretaries
to the Government of Assam

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Palashbari) asked:

186. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—

(a) How many Heads of Departments are also the
Secretaries to the Government ?

(b) Will the Government be pleased to state the
number of days spent outside the headquar-,
ters station by such Heads of Departments who
have combined to themselves the position of
Secretaries to the Government in the years
1955-56, 1956-57 ?

(¢) How many such Heads of Departments spent morlfl:
than twenty days on tours in each mont
during the aforesaid years ?

(d) What are those Departments ? ‘

(¢) Whether it is a fact that the Accountant Genela}
has raised objections to abnormal pmcrcasc of
T. A. in some of the Departments
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(f) Whether Government are aware that due to such
long - absence of the Heads of Departments
from the headquarters station the office works
suffer ?

(g) Whether Government propose to put a stop to
such touring ?

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister) replied :
186. (a) to (¢)—Information has been called for.

Permit for Vehicular Transport in Cachar D_istric!: and
Parking Arrangements for Public Vehicles in
Silchar Town

Mrs. JYOTSNA CHANDA (Silchar-West) asked:

187. Will the Minister-in-charge of Transport be pleased
to -state—

(@) The number of various Vehicular Transport per-
mits (Public Carriers, Stage Carriages, Taxies
and Private Carriers, etc.) that was current on
the 31st March, 1957, in the district of Cachay ?

(6) The number of permits prevalent on 15th Auguyst,
1947 in the district of Cachar ?

. (¢) Whether any enquiry was made or statistics taken
to ascertain the suitability and economic utiljt
for such increase in the number of permits ?

“ ~ (d) Whether any survey has been made about the
eamnings of the permit holders ?

188, Will the Minister-in-charge of Transport be pleased
to state—

() What is the present arrangement for parking of
Public Vehicles in Silchar Town ?

(6) Whether Government propose to take immediate
steps to provide suitable stands for Public Vehi-
cles in Silchar Town ?

(¢) Whether Government are aware that penalties
are frequently imposed for parking the vehicles
outside the stand although suitable parking
arrangements have not been made as yet ?
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Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister, Transport)
replied : ‘

187. (a) to (d) and 188. (a) to (¢)—Information has been
called for but not yet received.

Transport Charges of Potatoes
Shri BROJO MOHON ROY (Shillong) asked:

189. (a) Is the Minister-in-charge of Agriculture aware
that the potato, . e., potato produced in the
United Khasi and Jaintia Hills District and
exported to Calcutta and other places cannot
compete with potato exported from other States
due mainly to its high price created by the high
transport charge from Shillong to Gauhati ?
(6) If so, whether he proposes to take up the matter
with the Transport Department for high trans-
port charge ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,
Agriculture) replied :

189. (a)—No. The main reason why potato produced in
the United Khasi and Jaintia Hills District cannot compete with
the potato produced in some other States in the Calcutta market
is the transport bottleneck and the time taken in transit which
results in a high percentage of rottage.

(b)—Does not arise.

Subsidised Dispensaries in Assam
Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOI (Titabar) asked:

190. Will the Minister-in-charge of Medical be pleased to
state—
| @) Whether the Government are aware that the
subsidised dispensaries which are now running
throughout the State are not properly func-
tioning ?
(b) If so, whether Government Wwill plea%e ta}ke
over these dispensaries for the interest of better
health service to the public ?

(¢) If so, when this will be materialised ?
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1_1::1.-. GHANASHYAM DAS (Deputy Minister, Medical)
replied :

190. (a)—Yes.

. (b) & (¢)—The matter is alrcady engaging the
attention of the Government.

Badarpur Local Board Dispensary

3 cll\’laulana ABDUL JALIL CHOUDHURY (Badarpur)
asked :

191. Will the Minister-in-charge of Medical be pleased
to statc—

(¢) Whether there is or was any .propusal to turn
the Badarpur Local Board _Dispensary as one
of the Primary Health Units ?

of the Subdivisional

(b) WhethCI‘ any Ol)i:n-io.n. ) '
s taken in this regard ?

authorities concerned wa
(c) If so, what was their opinion 4

(d) Whether it is a fact that the said  Primary

Health Unit was established at Baraigram
instead of Badarpur ?
(¢) If so, why ?
Medical)

shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister,
replied :
191. (a)—Yes there is a proposal.

(b)—Yes.

(¢)—The Subdivisional Development Board, Karim-
ganj, recommended conversion of Nilambazar ILocal Board
Dispensary.

' (d)—No.

(g)—Does not arise.
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Homeopathic Medical System

Shri MOHIDHAR PEGOO [ Jorhat (Reserved for
Scheduled Tribes)] asked :

192, Will the Medical Minister be pleased to state—

(a) Whether Government have made any research
as to the fact that treatment of disease under
Homeopathy is the Cheagcst and harmless
than any other treatments :

(b) Whether Govemmqnt has recognised treatment
under Homeopathic Medical System ?

(¢) If so, since when and under what basis ?

(d) Whether Government propose to open an ideal
Homeopathic College and patronise the Hom-
eopathic system of treatment ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, Medical) replied :
192, (@—No.
(b)—Yes.

(c)—Since 1955 under the Assam Homeopathic
Medicine Act.

(d)—This matter will be examined and considered,

Steps taken for providing doctors to various Dispensaries
and Re: Gauhati Ayurvedic College

Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur)
asked :

193. Will the Minister-in—charge of Medical be pleased
to state—

(a) What steps have been taken to provide doctors
to the dispensaries which are at present going.
on without any ?

(b) Whether Government propose  to  open
a medical Institution which may train up medical
personnel of the same standardg of L.M.Ps._ to
cope with the dearth of men in the medical
line ?
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194. Will the Minister-in-charge of Medical be pleazc.d
to state whether Government propose to open Ayurvch}c
dispensaries immediately in the localities where the Allopat 1(;
dispensaries are kept closed for want of qualified doctors :

195. Will the Minister-in-charge of Medical be p{eié}sed
to state how many students have come out successfu Il;om |
the Gauhati Ayurvedic College and how many of them .

have been given employment by Government since the very
start of this Institution ?

Dr. GHANASHYAM DAS (Deputy Minister, Medical)
replied :

193. (a)—Posts of Assistant Surgeon II which could not
be filled up for want of Licentiate doctors, are being
converted to that of Assistant Surgeon I and M. B. B. S
doctors are being posted gradually. ’

(h)—No. ‘
194, —No, .

195.—Passed—43,
Employed—I1,

Cases of Food Adulteration
3 ghri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS (Karimganj-North)
asked :

196. Will the 1\/Iinister-in-chargc of Medical be pleased
to  state the number of Food Adulteration Cases filed by

all the Municipalities in Ass lv since 1948 to March
1957 year by vyear ? PRI B 54

Dr. GHANASHYAM

DAS (Deput Minister, Me- 3
dical) replied : (Deputy

196.—The information has been called for but not yet

received,
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Detected cases -in connection with Wine Prohibition
in Kamrup

Shri BIRENDRA KUMAR DAS [ Patacharkuchi
(Reserved for Scheduled Tribes)] asked :

197. Will the Excise Minister be pleased to state—

(@) How many cases have been detected in connec-
tion with Wine Prohibition in the district of
Kamrup?

() How many persons were arrested, jailed and
fined?

I'S;lri CHATRA SINGH TERON (Minister, Excise)
replied :

197. (a)—2,400

h (h)—Persons arrested—2,063, persons jailed and fined
—1,732.

Re: Number of Maternity Hospitals, Development of
Child Welfare Centres and Family Planning
Scheme in Assam

Mrs. JYOTSNA CHANDA (Silchar-West) asked:

198. Will the I\/Iinister-in—ch;11‘g(‘. of Medica' be pleased to
state- —

(a) How many Maternity Hospitals in the State are
provided with Government aid or grant ?

(b) Ts it a fact that no such ajd or grant of IECUTTIAS
nature has been extended to Silchar Narishikh-
shasram (Maternity Hospital) except that of salary
of a Lady Doctor ?

199. Will the Minister-in-charge of Medical be 1316'?15‘2:,‘3}I {3
state what steps are being taken for the development of Chi
Welfare Centres in the State ?

200. Will the Minisfer-in-charge o Medical be I:ileals?zc:n i‘{o
state what has been done so far in the State under the ¥

Planning Scheme ?
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Dr. GHANASHYAM DAS (Deputy Minister;
Medical) replied :

198, {a)—None.

(b)—Except for lending the services of the Lady
Doctor whose pay, allowances, etc., are borne by Government,
no other financial aid of recurring nature is given to the Silchar
Narishikbshasram (Maternity Home;.

199.—An officer trained in Maternity and Child Welfare
has been appointed by Government for the development of
Child Welfare Centres in the State. In addition, various cate-
gorics of personnel, viz., Medical Officer, Midwives, Auxiliary
Nurse-Midwives, Health Visitors and Dais are h<?1ng trained in
institutions within and outside Assam for posting to various
Maternity and Child Welfare Centres.

200.—On the recommendation of the Planning Commission
a sum of Rs. 1 Jakh has been provided in the current year to
open 7 Urban and 9 Rural Family Planning Gentres in the
State. A Family Planning Officer has since been appointed by
Government who is now working out details of the Scheme, A
proposal to depute officers to the Family Planning Training and
Research Centre, Bombay for a short course of training in
Family Planning is also under consideration of Government,

Re: Hospital Committee of Nowgong Civil Hospital
Maulavi NURUL ISLAM (Dhing) asked :

o 201. Will the Minister-in-charge of Medical be pleased to
state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that after the provincialisa-
tion of Nowgong Civil Hosp_ltﬂl, the Hospital
Committee, consisted of official and non-official
members has been abolished ?

(b) If the answer to question (a) above be in the
affirmative whether Government propose to
take steps to re-appoint such a Committee for
the better management of the Hospital ?

- 0



1957 QUESTIONS 1593
Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Medical, Minister) replied :
201. (a)—Yes.
(6)—A new Committee has been formed,

Re: Fire in different Towns in Assam during the last
Five Years

Shri KAMALA PRASAD AGARWALA ( Tezpur )
asked : -

202, Will the Minister-in-charge of Local Self-Government
be pleased to state—

(a) The number of fire occurrences in different
towns of Assam during the last five years ?

(6) The extent and amount of damages and loss to
public ; private properties and business caused
by each such fire in each town during the
above-mentioned period ?

(¢) What amount of gratuitous relief and loans
were  granted to fire-allected persons in each
ot these towns ?

(d) Whether there are eflective means of fire fighting
equipments in  the hands of the different
municipalities ?

(¢) Whether Government contemplates to take in
its own hands the responsibility of dealing
with fire-havocs by opening Fire-Brigade Services
in every major town in Assam ?

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister, Local Self-

Government) replied :

202, (a), (b)) & (¢).—The information so far _'recelyle]d
from the local officers in respect of certain towns showm% 11 €
occurrences of fire, extent of damages and loss ?nd gslo ;1&3
amount granted as gratuitous relief and as loansl;ls fabpRale
in a statement which is placed on the Library tabiC
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(d)—At present Dibrugarh and Karimganj Municipal
Boards have got their fire-figchting arrangements. Reports
in respect of other municipalities have not been received. As
regards Shillong, the Fire Brigade has been taken over by the

Police Department from the Municipal Board with effect from
Ist April, 1956.

(¢)—The question of establishment of Fire Brigades
In every major town in Assam is under consideration of Govern-
ment in the Home Department.

<>

Re: Total Expenditure incurred for Ministers and Deputy
Ministers during the Last Five Years of the
Assembly term

k_Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS (Karimganj-Noxth)
asked :

203. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state
what is the total expenditure incurred for each Minister and
Depaty Minister of (he State separately during the last five
years of the Assembly term on account of their (i) Pay, (i)
all - allowances, (zi) order]ies-, (iv) personal assistants, (v)

ico.s:t of car, (vi) travelling aligwances and (vif) other charges
ncurred by them ingjde and outside the State ?

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister) replied:
03 .= Necessary particu]ars are being collected.
Re: Allotment of Lands whose Agricultural Lands were
‘ rendered useless by the construction of
the Main Drain in Dibrugarh

Shri NILMONEY BARTHAKUR (Dibrugarh) asked :
204. Will the Revenue Minister be pleased to state—

(@) Whether Government propose to give lands to

those cultivators whose agricultural lands were

rendered uselegg by the construction of the main
drain in Dibrugarh ?

(6) If so, when, and where ?
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Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) replied :

204. (a)—No such claim for giving lands has been received

from any cultivator. Government will consider when such
claim comes up.

(b)—Does not arise.

Re: Principle of Granting Loans to Refugees.
Shri B. M. ROY (Shillong) asked :

205. Will the Minister-in-charge of Relief and Rehabilitation
Department be pleased to state—

() How far it is a fact that the principle of granting
loans to the refugees according to priority of
applications is not being adhered to by the
officials in general authorised to grant such
loans ?

() Whether Government will be pleased to have an
enquiry instituted into the matter by an officer
of integrity with a view to redress the grievances
of refugees ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Relief and Rehabili-
tation) replied :

205. (a)—Chronological order for granting ioans to displaced
persons throughout the State is generally adhered to except in

special circumstances such as fire, flood, cyclone, etc., and acute
distress.
(6)—Does not arise.
Re: Shifiing of the Trenching Ground at Dibrugarh
Shri NILMONEY BARTHAKUR (Dibrugarh) asked :
206. Will Revenue Minister be pleased to state—

(a) Whether Government propose to shift the tren~
ching ground of Dibrugarh near which the
erosion-affected families have been s_e*ttlegll,1 in
the interest of the settlers, to Japihagia village

Grazing Reserve ?

(6) If so, when ?
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(¢) If not, what steps Government propose to take to
protect the health and well-being of the
setilers ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) replied :
206. (a)—Yes.

(b)—Possession of 65 bighas of land in the Japihagia
Village Grazing Reserve was given to the Dibru-
garh Municipal Board on 11th June 1957 and
the Board are taking steps to shift the trenching
ground there.

(¢)—Does not arise.

Re: Surrendering of Ceniral Grants in 1956-57

Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOI (Titabar) asked: '
207, Will the Finance Minister be pleased to state—
(a) Whether it is a fact that a sum of Rs.13'47 crores ‘r
of Central Grant had been surrendered in
1956-57 ?

(6) If so, under what heads of Expenditure ?

(¢) What are the reasons of surrendering the sum ?
Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Finance Minister) replied :
207. (a)—No.

(0) & (c)—Do not arise.

Re: Surrendering of Central Grant
Shri HIRALAL, PATWARI (Panery) asked: :
208, Will the Minister-in-charge of Finance be pleased to

state—

(¢) Whether it is a fact that a sum of Rs.13 crores
41‘7 lakhs has been surrendered by our State
Government to the Central Government during
the year ending 31st Maych 1957 ?

(b) If so, by which Department ?

e
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Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Finance Minister) replied :
208. (a)—No.
(6)—Does not arise.
Barpeta Civil Hospital
Dr. SRIHARI DAS (Barpeta) asked :

209. Will the Minister-in-charge of “Medical be pleased
to state— '

(@) Since when Berpeta Civil Hospital was taken
over by the Government ?

(b) What is the amount spent for purchasing the
equipment and apparatus since the Hospital
was taken over by the Government ?

() Whether it is a fact that the menialg’ quarter
of the Hospital has become unsafe for dwelling
purpose as the same is on the verge of
collapse ?

(d) If so, where the menials are now residing ?

(¢) How many seats arc there in the said Hospital
for indoor patients and what are the average
numbers of  indoor patients admitted since the
Hospital was taken over by the Government ?

(/) How many Doctors, Nurses, Midwives, Com-
pounders, Wards boys, Dhais and other me_n;a]s
are there in the said Hospital at present !

(g) Whether it isa fact that the Hospital bmldmlgs
have mnot yet been handed over to the Public
Works Department ? :

() If so, why and who is now repairing and
reconstructing the building after the Govern-
ment has taken over the Hospital ?

Dr. GHANASHYAM DAS (Deputy Minister, Medical)
replied :
209. (a)—Since 13th November, 1955.
(b) —Rupees 6,892-15-0,
(¢)—Yes.
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(d)—Pending repairs, the menials have been accom-
modated in the corridors and verandahs.

(¢)—Thirty-four seats (including paying and Maternity

wards).
[SE5E 2. " - = s 5
1956 ... . - G ... 513
1957 ... o 390 (upto 14th June 1957).

o2

( f)—Doctors

Nurses 2
Midwife ... ... .. ..l
Compounders - - iy i :
Wards boys 2
Wards girl 1 ﬁ
Female attendant 1
Dresser ... 1
Cook a
Masalsi 1
Peons 2
>Menials
Chowkidar . - 1] 8.
Male Sweepers .. 2 5
Female Sweeper ... 1)
Dhais ... nil i

(g)—Not yet taken over by Public Works Department.

(h)—Public Works Department have taken steps for
necessary repairs. '
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X-Ray Plant at Barpeta Civil Hospital
Dr. SRIHARI DAS (Barpeta) asked :

210. Will the Minister-in-charge of Medical be pleased
to state—

(a) When the X-Ray plant of the Barpeta Civil
Hospital was purchased and installed ?

(b) What staffs were employed for the purpose
and since when and what is the amount of
salary paid to each incumbent ?

(¢) Whether the X-Ray Plant is actually working ?

(d) If so, since when ?

() What is the average number of outdoor patients
in the Berpeta Chest Clinic ? -

(/) How many of them were X-rayed or screen-
ed, since it was installed ?

(g) What are the areas, the health visitors survey ?

(#) The number of chest cases detected and sent
for clinical test since it was opened ?

Dr. GHANASHYAM DAS (Deputy Minister, Medi-
cal) replied :

210. (a)—Purchased in 1955 and installed in April, 1957.

(Since 20th  February 1956.
(6)—Omne Honorary<{ Honorarium of Rs.100 per-
Medical Officer. || mensem.

"Since 18th  February 1956 at
(2nc Health Visicor ]R§80 per mensem.

"Since 19th September 1956
at Rs.45 per mensen.

["Since 9th March 1956 at Rs.100

per mensem.

One Laboratory Assistant

One Radiographer

One X-Ray Assistant Information not available.

Peon Since 5th March 1956 at Rs.28
per mensem.

Since 10th April 1956 at Rs.28
Nursing orderly ‘per mensem.
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(¢)—Yes.
(d)—Since 20th April 1957.

(e)—The average number of outdoor patients is
0°59 per day.
(f)—9 patients screened.

(g)—Barpeta Municipal area including Sundaridia
and Metuakuchi in the Vicinity. -
(£)—31 cases detected and 11 sent for clinical test.

Re: Construction of a road from Mawsynram to Hat
Mawdon ziz Lawhah

Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY [Cherrapunji (Reserved
for Scheduled Tribes) | asked:
211. Will the Minister for Public Works Department be
pleased to state—
(@) Whether he is aware of the great need and
demand for a road to be constructed from
Mawsynram to Hat Mawdon via Lawbah ?
(6) Whether Government propose to consider the
question of making a survey of this road ?

Shri SIDDHINAT/H SARMA (Minister, P. W.D)
replied ;

21]. (a)-—-No_
(b)—Does not arise.
Road from Mawngap to Jakrem

Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS.-ROY [ (Cherapunji (Reserved
for Scheduled Tribes)] asked : ’

212. Will the Minister for Public Works Department be
pleased to state—

(2) Whether it is 4 fact that the Chief Engineer last
year inspected the road from Mawngap to
Jakrem, and that the people there at Jakrem
represented him to make a branch road from
Jakrem to Mawkyrwat and thence to Rang-
thong in the Maharam Syiemship, United
Khasi-Jaintia Hijlg ?

]
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(b) If so, whether Government propose to consider
the desirability of taking up this road as
quickly as possible ?

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister, P. W. D.)
replied:

212. (a)—Yes, when Chief Engineer,

‘ Assam. inspected
the road on 3rd and 4th November 1956.

(b)—The road from Jakrem to Ranikor which will also
pass through Mawkyrwat was recommended by Assam Road
Communication Board (5th Meeting) for taking up by Govern-
ment. It will be taken up out of Petrol Tax Fund after neces-

sary approval from the Government of India is obtained. The
rough earmarked cost is Rs.62,000.

Number of families affected by the recent storm at
Jorhat Subdivision

Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOI (Titabar) asked:

213. Will the Minister-in-charge of Revenue be pleased to
state— :

(¢) How many families have been affected by the
recent storm at Jorhat Subdivision ?

(6) How many families have been given monetary help
and to what extent ?

(c) Will the remaining families be helped accord-
ingly ?

(d) Whether Government proposed to help them with
some C. I. Sheets also ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) replied :

213. (a) & (b)—The information has been called for from
the Deputy Commissioner.

(6)—This will be considered on receipt of Deputy
Commissioner’s report.

(d)—The Deputy Commissioner has bcen instructed

to give priority to the storm-affected people 1n 155Uihg C. I
Sheets from his general stock.
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Malaguri-Dingding Irrigation Scheme
Shri MATHIAS TUDU (Gossaigaon) asked:

214. Will the Minister-in-charge of Agriculture Depart-
ment be pleased to state—

(a) Whether the Malaguri-Dingding  Irrigation
Scheme was completed ?
(b) If not, when will it be completed ?

(¢) What amount is allotted for its completion ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,
Agriculture) replied :

214. (a) to (¢)—Information has been (_:allcd for from the
District Agricultural Officer which will take time to collect.

Social Welfare Centres in different Plains Districts of
the State

- ghri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa)
ea : .

215. Will the Minister-in. Social Welfare Depart-
ment, be pleased to stat;f_r fagharge, :

(4) Whether he will lay on the table a list_of Social
Welfare Centres in different Plains Districts of
the State ?

(6) What is the amount spent during the last 5 years
for each of these centres ?

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister) replied :
Tablﬁ%i (@) & (b)—A Statement is placed on the Library
Secretary, Social Welfare Board, Dibrugarh

¥ dShri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa)
€eda:

216. Will the Minister-in-charge of Social Welfare Depart-
Mment be pleased to state—

(a) Who is now the Secretary, Social Welfare Board,
Dibrugarh ? T




1957] QUESTIONS 1603

(b) Who appointed or nominated this person to this
position ?

() What was the basis of selection or nomination
of this person to this position ?

(d) What are the functions of a Secretary of Social
Welfare Board ?

(¢) Whether there is any co-ordination with the local
M. L. As. with the Social Welfare Board in
matters of work of this Board ?

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister) replied :

216. (a) to (¢)—Information is being collected.

Re: Refugees in Assam
Mrs. JOYTSNA CHANDA (Silchar-West) asked :

217. Will the Minister-in-charge of Relief and Rehabilita-
tion be pleased to state—

(a) How many Distress Warrants have been issued
up till now for realisation of loans given to the
Refugees ?

(6) Whether these persons are properly rehabilitated ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Relief and
Rehabilitation) replied :

217. (a)—One thousand six hundred sixty-two of which 598
were withdrawn or cancelled,

(b)—Majority of these displaced persons are properly
rehabilitated.
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Re: Expenditure incurred on relief fmd rehabilitation of
Refugees from East Pakistan

Shri B. M. ROY (Shillong) asked :

218. (a) Will the Minister-in-charge of Relief and RC!’libl-
litation Department be pleased to furnish a
statement showing the total expenditure incur-
red by Government year by year on relief and
rehabilitation of refugees from East Pakistan
since the partition of the Country ?

(6) The total amount actually paid so far on—
(7) Loans.
() House Building Advance.,
(22z) Education.
(tv) Other benefits to the refugee students,

(v) Ceremonials,

Shri HARESWAR DAS int lief and Rehahi-
litati()n), replied : (Mlnlster, Relie

218. (a)~-A statement showing the total expenditure incur-
red by Government year by year on relief and rehabilitation. of
displaced persons from East Pakistan since 1949-50 is placed on

the Library Table. No expenditure was incurred prior to that
year.
(6)—

: (1) Rupees 4,96,58,879 (Business and professional
loans),

(%) Rupees 79,24.878.
(#7) Rupees 34,38,456,
(7v) Rupees 4,21,666.

(v) No separate figures are available. Expen-
diture for thege purposes is booked along
with those on account of natural calamities
and financial aid to displaced T. B.,
patients, etc,
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Re: Fatal accident of a P.W.D. Road worker on duty
at Patiagaon in Jorhat Subdivision

Shri SARBESWAR BARDOLOI (Titabar) asked:
219. Will the Minister for P.W.D. be pleased to state—

(a) Whether Government are aware of the fatal acci-
dent of a P.W.D. road worker on duty at
Patiagaon in Jorhat Subdivision recently ?

(6) If so, what compensation the Government have
proposed to pay to the unfortunate family of
the deceased workman ?

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister, P.W.D.) replied :
200, ()= Ve,

(b)—Necessary action has been taken to refer the
case to Deputy Commissioner who as Commissioner of Work-
men’s Compensation Act, deals with such a case.

Motion relating to revision of the Assam Legislative
Assembly Rules

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister) : Mr.
Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that a Committee be formed with
the following hon. Members with the Hon’ble Speaker as the
Chairman with a view to examine the present Rules of the
Assam Legislative Assembly and to see how far these rules can
be brought in line with thé rules of the Lok Sabha and similar
Rules of the other State Legislatures as may be considered
necessary and also to suggest necessary amendments.

Names of Members of the Committee
(1) Hon’ble Speaker—Chairman.
(2) Hon’ble Deputy Speaker.

(3) Shri Hareswar Goswami.
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(4) Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya.
(5) Shri Ranendra Mohan Das.

(6) Capt. Williamson Sangima.
(7) Rev. J. J. M. Nichols-Roy.
(8) Shri Debeswar Sarmah.
(9) Shri Hareswar Das.
(10) Jonab Moinul Haque Chaudhury.
(11) Jonab Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed.
(12) Shri Ram Nath Das.
(13) Shri Radhika Ram Das.
(14) Shri Mohi Kanta Das.
(15) Shri Biswadeb Sarmah.

Eight Mcmbers will form the quorum of the Gommittee,
he Committee will submit its report on or before 30th Octo-

ber, 1957, Secretary, Legislative Assembly, will be the Secre-
tary of the Committee.

... Sir, some opinions have also been expressed in this House
indicating that some changes are necessary in our rules. There-
fore, in order to make a comprehensive study of our rules and
to suggest such amendments gz are considered necessary, to
bring them in line with the rules in the Lok Sabha and the other
States, I have suggested formation of this Committee. The
Committee will go into the rules and give their suggestions.

With these words, I move this regolution for the acceptance
of the House.

(The Speaker then read out the Motion.)

‘"
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*Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur): Mr.
Speaker, Sir, I rise to support the resolution moved by the
Leader of the House. The Resolution has not come a day too
early because we have been feeling that our rules do not provide
us sufficient scope for discussion and disposal of many items of
business. When we have made the House of People our ideal—
and it is the idcal so far as India is concerned—we have
also to line up  with its rules. I need not go into the various
defects in our rules, as the Committee just now proposed by
the Leader of the House will go into them. I only hope this
Committee will be able 10 amend the rules in the light of rules
prevailing in the House of People and will give us sufficient
scope and opportunity for speedy and proper disposal of the
subjects that may crop up in this House.

Mr. SPEAKER : The question is that a Committee be
formed with the following hon. Members with the hon. Speaker
as Chairman with a view to examine the present Rules of the
Assam Legislative Assembly and to see how far these rules ca
be brought in line with rules of the Lok Sabha and similat
Rules of the other State Legislatures as may be considered
necessary and also to suggest necessary amendments.

Names of members of the Committee
(1) Hon’ble Speaker—Chairman. -
(2) Hon’ble Deputy Speaker.
(3) Shri Hareswar Goswami.
(4) Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya.
(5) Shri Ranendra Mohan Das.
(6) Capt. Williamson Sangma.
(7) Rev. J. J. M. Nichols-Roy.
(8) Shri Debeswar Sarmabh.

(9) Shri Hareswar Das.

e
———
e —————— e e e

#Speech not corrected,



1608 RULING [5TH JULY,
(10) Jonab Moinul Haque Chaudhury. ¢
(11) Jonab Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed.
(12) Shri Ram Nath Das.
(13) Shri Radhika Ram Das.
(14) Shri Mohi Kanta Das.
(15) Shri Biswadeb Sarmah.

Eight Members will form the quorum of t}lc Committee,
The Committee will submit its rcport on or bglorc 30th Octo-
ber, 1957, Secretary, Legislative Assembly, will be the Secre-
tary of the Committee.

The Motion was adopted. !

Ruling by the Chair regarding Procedure for making A

statement by a Minister

Mr.SPEAKER : Before the hon’ble Minister for Labour
and Industries makes a statement for which he has sought my
consent, I would like to draw the attention of the House
that our Rules of Procedure do not specifically provide for any
Minister to make a statement on a matter of public importance
except in the case of Minister who has 1‘(:51g1110d his office on a
personal explanation on hig resignation. 11_%c_pract1ce i the
House of Commons, however, is that a Minister may make
such a statement but no debate ensues as no question is before
the House. The Rule 372 of the Lok Sabha Rules of Procedure
says, ‘A statement may be made by a Minister on a matter of
public importance with the consent of the Speaker but no ques- |
tion shall be asked at the time the statement is made’. 4

Rule 171 of the Rules of Procedure of the Assam Legislative
Assembly empowers the Speaker to decide all questions not
specifically provided for by the Rules. Under this rule and in °
the light of the practice prevalent in the House of Commons
and the Lok Sabha, I have given my consent to the Minister for
Labour and Industries to make a statement now. Needless
to say in the light of the practice in the Housc of Commons and
Lok Sabha no questions will be rajsed on the statement.
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Statement made by the Minister, Labour regarding law-
lessness prevailing in ceriain Tea Estates

*Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister,
Labour) :  Mr. Speaker, Sir, Government have viewed with
concern the several acts of lawlessness which occurred in Tea
Estates in this and past years. While Government are
determined to maintain law and order in the State and to see
that misdemeanants are punished according to law, Govern-
ment also feel that it would be proper to study the
psychological and other causes which lead to such lawlessness
with a view to take remedial measures on a short and long
term basis, so that such violence may not occur at all.

Government have therefore decided to set up a Committee
consisting of- the representatives of Industry and Labour with
a public man as Chairman to go into this matter. There
will be an official Sccretary to the Committee. Government
may appoint such other officials on the Committee as may be
necessary in public interest.

The objects of the Committee are preventive rather than
punitive.  Occurrences regarding which cases are pending
L 5 : < = i, % . i
in courts will be outside the purview of the Committee.

The terms of reference of the Committee will be to probe
into causes of lawlessness in Tea Estates and to suggest remedial
measures both short and long-term.

So long both Industry and Labour have often been casting
blames on cach other for these outbursts. It is hoped that the
representatives of Industry and Labour when brought together
in this Committec will try to study scientifically without any
bias the root causes and devise remedies so that peaceful indus-
trial rclations, productions and progress might regult in this
enterprise.

#Speech not corrected,
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Laying on the table copies of (/) Appropriation Accounts,
1954-55 and Audit Report, 1956, Part II (:7) Finance
Accounts, 1955-56 and the Audit Report,
1956 (iiz) Audit Report, 1957, Part 1

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Finance):

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to lay on the table copies of—

(¢) Appropriation Accounts for 1954-55 and the Audit
Report, 1956, Part 11.

(¢2) Finance Accounts, 1955-56 and the Audit Report,
1956.

(22z) Audit Report, 1957, Part 1.

The Assam Land and Revenuc Re-assessment (Amend-
ment) Biil, 1957

1 Mr. SPEAKER . We <hall now resume discussion of
}Tlle amcudmc:ut moved yesterday by Shiri Jahanuddin Ahmed,
1¢ Hon. Minister is (o reply.

. Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue): My,
Speaker, Sir, I am sorry T cannot accept this amendment. If
this amendment is accepted, it will create unnecessary compli-
cations.  The Tuxation Enquiry Commission remarks  ““fey
things are so difficult to gauge as the Indian cultivator’s cost
of production”. Now, here this amendment secks to fix not
only the cost of production but also the cost of other necessities
of an agriculturist. If this is accepted then the entire Bill wil]
be unenforcible. To provide for cost of production the Taxation
Enquiry Commission advised that sufficient margin should be
left between increase of price and increase of revenue. Accord-
ing to this advice we have kept sufficient margin in the
Bill.  If the increase of price is 5 annas in the rupee then only
half anna per rupee may be charged as increased revenue and
that half anna in the rupee is the maximum. So, Sir, the

’
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suggestion of my hon. Friend in the amendment that “over the
cost of production and other necessities of an agriculturist’
will make serious complication making the Bill totally
unenforcible.  ‘Therefore, I would request my Friend to
withdraw the amendment.

Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED (Bilasipara) :
Sir, may I know whether the Hon’ble Minister is willing to
accept the cost of production ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) :  Sir,
we are bound to accept the cost of production. That is the
suggestion of the Taxation Enquiry Commission and that is
in the main Act itself and accordingly we have provided sufficient
margin in the Bill.  We find it very difficult to accept the
suggestion of my hon. Friend relating to the cost of production,
because there is no reliable statistics to show actual cost of
production.

Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED : Sir, I am not
satisfied with the replies of the Hon’ble Minister. So, I do

not like to withdraw the amendment.

Mr. SPEAKER : The question is th
(#77) to Section 13 of the Principal Act sought to be inserted
by sub-clause (2) of clause 5, after the words and comma
“fifteen years™, and before the words ‘“‘then the assessment,
elc.,™ occurring in the 5th line, the words, ‘‘over the cost of

production and other necessities of an agriculturist”” shall be
added.

at in the new proviso

The House was divided with the following results—

Ayes—26,
1. Shri Birendra Kumar Das,
2. Shri Biswanath Upadhyaya,
3. Shri Brojo Mohon Roy,
4. Shri Emerson Momin,
5

. Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya,
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6
7
8.
9
LO.

Il
125

155,
14.
15.

S0
175
18.
19,
20,

21

22,
24,

24.
a0

26.

MENT (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1957
Shri Gopesh Namasudra,
Shri Hamdhon Mohan Haplangbar,
Shri Hareswar Goswami,
Shri Harrison Momin,
Shri Hiralal Patwary,
Maulavi Jahan Uddin Ahmed,
Rev. J. J. M. Nichols-Roy,
Shri Khogendra Nath Barbaruah,
Shri Larsingh Khyriem,
Shri Mathias Tudu,
Md. Matlebuddin,
Shri Mody K. Morak,
Shri Nilmoney Borthakur,
Shri Pakhirai Deka,
Shri Prabhatnarayan Chaudhury,
Kumar Prokritish Chandra Barua,
Shri Ranendra Mohan Das,
Maulavi Sahadat Ali,

Maulavi Tajuddin Ahmed,
Shri Tarun Sen Deka,

Capt. Williamson A Sangma .

Noes—517, :
Shri Bishnu Ram Medhj,

Shri Siddhi Nath Sarma,

[5TH JuLy,
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10.
11,
124
13
14.
15.
16.
17,
8.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.

24
25.

(AMENDMENT) BILL, 1957
Shri Moti Ram Bora,

Shri Rup Nath Brahma,

Shri Debeswar Sarmah,

Shri Hareswar Das,

Shri Chatrasing Teron,

Shri Purnananda Chetia,
Shri Mohi Kanta Das,

Mrs. Usha Barthakur,

Dr. Ghanashyam Das,

Shri Mahendra Nath Hazarika,
Shri Indreswar Khound,

Shri Khelhoshe Sema,

Shri Abdul Hamid Choudhury,
Shri Baikuntha Nath Das,

Shri Bhuban Chandra Pradhani,
Shri Bishnu Lal Upadhyaya,
Shri Dandeswar Hazarika,
Shri Dandi Ram Dutta,

Shri Devendra Nath Hazarika,
Shri Dhirsingh Deuri,

Shri Durgeswar Saikia,

Shri Dwijesh Chandra Deb Sarma,
Shri Gauri Sankar Roy,

1613
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26,

20
28.
29,
30.
31.

o2,
33.
34.
S5

36.
.7 8
38.
39.
40.

41,

42,
43,
44,
45,

46.
47.
48.

Shri Harinarayan Baruah,

Shri Hem Chandra Chakravarty,
Mrs. Jyotsna Chanda,

Shri Kamala Prasad Agarwala,
Shri Karka Chandra Doley,
Shri Khagendra Nath Nath,

Maulavi Kobad Hussain Ahmed,

Swami Krishnananda Brahmachari,

Shri Lalit Kumar Daley,
Shri Lila Kanta Bora,
Shrimati Lily Sen Gupta,
Shri Mahadev Das,
Maulavi Mahammad Idris,
Shri Mohananda Bora,

Shri Molia Tati,

Shri Nanda Kishore Sinha,
Shri Narendra Nath Sarma,
Maulavi Nurul Islam,

Shri Radha Charan Choudhury,
Shri Radhika, Ram Das

Shri Rajendra Natp Barua

Shri Ram Nath Das,

Shri Ramnath Sarma,

[5Ta Jury,
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48. Dr. Ram Prasad Chaubey,
50. Shri Sai Sai Terang,

51. Shri Sarat Chandra Goswami,
52. Shri Sarbeswar Bordoloi,

53. Shri Satsua Angami,

o
-

Shri Tajammul Ali Barlaskar,

o
n

Shri Tamijuddin Prodhani,

56. Shri Tankeswar Chetia,

w
~l1

Shri Biswadev Sarma.

(The Amendment was negatived.)

Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh): M.
Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that in the new proviso (ii2) to Sec-
tion 13 of the Principal Act, sought to be inserted by sub-clause
(2) of clause 5, the expression <25 per cent’”’ occurring in the
third line shall be substituted by the expression “50 per cent”.

Sir, unless this amendment is incorporated into the Bill,
the Bill does not square up with the objects and reasons. In the
Statement of Objects and Reasons it has been stated, “Further,
while the price level of agricultural produce since the last War
has gone up scveral times, the limit of assessment prescribed
in the Act has remained the same”. Now, Sir, ‘scverE}I times’
means more than twice. So, the price level of agricultural
produce has gone up by more than 200 per cent, smce the
last War. When the price level fluctuated by more than 200
per cent, the level of assessment has been kept the same. But
why ?  Was it out of consideration for the depletion of the
real earnings of the peasantry, or was it because the rise 1 the
prices of agricultural produce by several times which was notice-
able in the late fifties did not warrant an enhancement of land
revenue, in view of the crushing burden of taxation on the
peasantry ?  Now, Government have come up with this piece
of legislation with the proposal to re-assess the Iandl i
with a view to correlate it to the changing price level ;  and
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they propose to raisc the land revenue by 3% per cent for a
rise of 61 per cent over 25 per cent on a slab scale. Thus for
an increase of prices above 200 per cent there was no enhance-
ment, but now the Government scek to increase the land
revenue for a rise of even 6} per cent. So, here is this discre-
pancy between the object of the Bill and the provision sought
to be incorporated in the Bill.  Further, Sir, there IS NO provision
to safeguard the peasantry from the rising price level of non-
agricutural goods. Therefore, this provision, z.e., if’ the assess-
ment is enhanced for a risc in prices of just over 25 per cent
for a period of fifteen years preceding the last fifteen years,
then it will affect very adversely thc poorer category of the
farmers with small holdings. It has been stated in the State-
ment of Objects and Reasons that the whole thing, I mean,
the whole principle of the Bill has been taken from the Report
of the Taxation Enquiry Commission. But I would like to
submit here that the principles enunciated by the Commission
have not been accepted in toto. The Government have accepted
its recommendations only so far as it deals with the collection
of more revenue from the peasantry lcaving out the rest of
its recommendations, particularly the healthy and the pro.
gressive part, wherein it suggested the abolition of the system
of land revenue altogether. Although we feel that the major
part of its recommendations are not such as may ensure the
maximum benefit to the peasantry, cven this Report, we find,
suggests elimination of the land revenuc system and replace-
ment of it by a system of progressive él-gfI:lCU““_l‘ﬂ_I Income-tax,
At page 207 of the Taxation Enquiry Commission’s Report,
Volume III, we find, “The first of the contexts of future policy
we have mentioned is that of total replacement of land revenue
as being an inequitable levy. The 1ssuc of equity is impor-
tant only if land revenue, at the present levels of assessment,
can be regarded as an unduly heavy burden on the majority
of farmers. It is all the more neccessary to COHS{der this ques-
tion, as we will do later, since it scems 1O US ObVIc_)us that none
of the alternatives cited can be an efTective substitute for land
revenue from the point of view of the finances of the State
Governments, though some of the measurcs suggested, such gg
agricultural income-tax, may indecd be Cxtrqmcly appr_opriate
as features supplementary to land revenue itself. It is only
necessary to recall that in most States, the proportion of the
number of holdings under five acres to the total holdings
is more than 50 per cent, while those under ten acres account
for 75 per cent, in order to realise how inadequate agricultural
income-tax would be as a substitute for land revenue®#*#*,

!
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So, Sir, the Government have accepted only the reactionary
part of the Commission’s Report and have rejected the progres-
sive part. In other words, they are very prompt to enhance
the burden on the peasantry but are loathe to relieve them of
the burden.

Sir, the Bill will hit the bulk of the peasantry hardest,
because though the prices of agricultural produce have registered
a r1ise, the prices of industrial and other products consumed
by the peasantry registered a sharper rise, and as a result the
gradual impoverishment of the peasantry is continuing. The
index number of parity between the prices received and the
prices paid by the farmer in the State of Assam has declined
from 116-7 in 1951 to 877 in September, 1955. These figures,
Sir, are not mine, but are computed by our Government.
Therefore, Sir, the pecasantry have to spend a far greater amount
of money on goods other than agricultural produce, than the
extra amount that they rcceived from their own produce due
to rise in prices. TIurther, Sir, the cost of production in agri-
culture has gone up several times. The cost of labour,
plough, bullocks and sced, for example, has gone up to such an
extent that in the last analysis the real carnings of the peasantry
stand much reduced. This applies to the majority of our pea~
santry. For it has been stated by the Hon’ble Minister for Reve-
nue that in the majority of cases, i.c., over 50 per cent of the
cultivating people, hold land below 10 bighas. Naturally, the
cost of production for the small holdings is proportionately
very high compared to those who are carrying on large scale
agriculture. So, Sir, we should not contemplate to enhance
the land revenuc at present. There should be no enhancement
of land revenue for a rise in prices of agricultural produces by
50 per cent orless. I, therefore, request the Hon’ble Minister
to accept this Amendment.

Mr. SPEAKER : The Motion moved is that in the
new proviso (ii7) to section 13 of the Principal Act, sought
to be inserted by sub-clause (2) of clause 5, the expression
“25 per cent” occurring in the third line shall be substis
tuted by the expression 50 per cent”.

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) : Sif,
I do not like to accept this Amendment. At present weé are
not considering the question of total abolition of land revenue.
What a particular Minister of the Central Government said
in course of his tour in our State we cannot discuss here, But
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at present we cannot do away with land rcvenue. If it is
done in whole of India then we shall also follow it............

Mr. SPEAKER : That is in a way obiler dicta and
you need not labour on that point, because that will be irregular
under the terms of the present Amendment.

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue): As
a matter of fact this figure of 25 per cent has been suggested
in the Report of the Taxation Enquiry Commission. It Says
that up to 25 per cent there will he no increase and after that
there will be graduated increase. This is suggested for the sake
of uniformity for the whole of India and we cannot change
E S e

Mr. SPEAKER: I am not quitc surc whether the
cdon’ble Minister is referring to the authority of this House.

Shri HARESWAR DAS: No, Sir, I am not. I have
accepted what the Chair has said and am not rcferring to the
authority of the House.,

.. Mi. SPEAKER : When the Hon’ble Minister said that
thwe cannot change it. . , . .. >> T thought that he was referring to
¢ authority of the House on this behall.

Shri HARESWAR DAS: No, Sir, I was referring to
land revenue only. T said that Government cannot now go
to that question” of total abolition of land revenue, but
if the whole of India decided that there will be no
land revenue, but then we shall simply fall inline.  When
the Taxation Enquiry Commission suggest that up to 25 per
cent there will be no increase and after that there will be
graduated increase and that there should be a uniformity
throughput India in this respect, we have introduced this figure,

ne point T want to make clear is that the Taxation E-HCIUiI'Y

:ommission is not a separate body ; it is a branch of the Plan-
ning Commission only,

Mr. SPEAKER : Docs the [on. Member intend to with-
draw his Amendment ?

Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh) : No,

Sir,
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Mr. SPEAKER : The question is:

That in the new proviso (ii7) to section 13 of the Principal
Act, sought to be inserted by sub-clause (2) of clause 5, the
expression “*25 per cent” occurring in the third line shall be
substituted by the expression 50 per cent”.

(The Amendment was negatived.)

Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibxrugarh) : Sir,
I beg to move: ““that the table appended to new proviso (zz)
to section 13 of the Principal Act, sought to be inserted by
sub-clause (2) of clause 3, shall be substituted by the following :—

Changes in prices Changes in Land Revenve
(a) Upto 50 per cent . Nil.
(b) Above 50 per cent but not 1 per cent.

above 75 per cent.

(¢) Above 75 per cent but not 9 3 per: cent
above 100 per cent.

(d) Above 100 per cent N 124 per cent.

And after the above.. ..

@ & 0 2 0 s v e eyt e

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) SION
a point of order, Sir, this Amendment is out of order because
the figure 50 per cent has been rejected in the previous Amend-
ment. This isonly ina way... . .. crsadey:

Mr. SPEAKER : VYes, I am also looking intoit. I am
grateful to the Hon’ble Minister for pointing it out to me. In
view of the fact that the previous Amendment of almost the
same naturc has been rejected by the House, this Amendment
is out of order.

I now put the question. The question Is that clauses
2-5 do stand part of the Bill

(This was adopted.)
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Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED (Bilasipara) : !
do not think, Sir, my Amendment to clausc 6 will now be in
order. So, I do not like to move it.

Mr. SPEAKER : T think so. It will not be in\ordcr.
Then I put the question. The question is that clauses 6 and 7
do stand part of the Bill.

(This was adopted.)

The question is that clause 1 do stand part of the Bill.

(This was adopted.)
The question is that long title, preamble and enacting
formula do stand part of the Bill.

(This was adopted.)

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) : Mr.
peaker, Sir, T beg to move that t(hc: ljl—‘:ssam ’Lan(l and Revenue
e-assessment (Amendment) Bill, 1957, be passed.

Mr. SPEAKER : The Motion moved is that the Assam

Land and Revenue Re-assessment  (Amendment) Bill, 1957,
be passed.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati):

I, my Friend from Dibrugarh raised a very pertinent question
when he said that our Government, while considering certain
reports does not consider the reports in their totality or n thelr
entirety. They take only those portions which bring a little
money to the Government IFfund, but avoid or overlook those
recommendations which seem to give some relief to the people.
Birs =56 fam asr the Taxation Enquiry Commission’s report is
Concerned, there are certain matters which are deemed to be
the benefit of the people and there are again others which
seek to bring more money to the Government coffer. If the
Government secks to follow the recommendations of the Com-
mission it would be better if all the provisions and all the recom-
mendations of the Commission would have been taken at the
Same time. The Minister-in-charge said just a little while
ago that this Government is not in g position to be guided by
the remarks or opinion of a particular Minister of the Union
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Government. Of course not. I may suggest that this House
is not also bound by law to pass a legislation simply because
a particular Commission has given a suggestion that this should
be or might be done. When the Government decides about
re-assessment or about making some changes in the existing
taxation measures, Government ought to take into consideration
the entire situation. It has been said that in comparison with
the period before the War, there has been some rise in the
prices of agricultural produces ; in other words, Government
seeks to prove the thesis that the condition of the peasaniry
has improved a lot in the meantime. That is a one-sided
picture. It is a fact that the price of agricultural produce
has gone up, but it is equally a fact that the things—the com-
modities that the agriculturists have to purchase have also
gone up in prices and if a proper estimate is made it will be
found that the condition of the average peasantry has become
worse than it was. It is no doubt true that in the peasantry
also there has been greater diversion in the economic position.
If we make a class analysis, we shall find that so far as the middle
peasantry 1s concerned they have taken to a two-direction
swing. Some of the middle peasantry  have become rich.
But by far the greater number of the middle peasantry has
become poor and most of the poor peasantry has become agri-
cultural labourers and as a result the vast bulk of our peasantry
has gone to a position which may be described as a position
of impoverishment and indebtedness. There had not been
rise in the production in the agricultural field and the incentive
of the peasantry has not increased along with the tempo of
the Iirst Iive-Year Plan or the Second Five-Year Plan. There
has been great imblance in our national economy. In this
context, we should review the entire tax situation and we should

reconsider whether the land revenue system which is prevalent
in the country is sound.

Mr. SPEAKER : I do not think that the hon. Member
will be in order to discuss the entire land revenue system. As
an experienced Parliamentarian, he knows that in the third
reading of the Bill, his observations should bq COI}ﬁned to the
contents of the Bill. So far as the third reading 1s concerr}ed,
the House is committed to the Bill. Therefore, any suggestions
for construction or changes of the entire land revenue system
will be out of the order in this context,
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Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati):
Sir, my contention i1s that now that this Government was re-
considering the situation as envisaged in this Bill, the Govern-
ment should have taken a direction wherein a proper appraisal
of the tax situation in the pcasantry is made. Now the Govern-
ment through this Bill seeks to enhance the permissible

wantum of the re-asscssment. When previously it was 25
per cent it is sought to be raised to 30 per cent.  When it was
previously 40 per cent, Government secks 10 raisc it to 50 per
cent. The trend is upward and not downward. My point
is that when the Government considers that this is the time
to reconsider the situation, the consideration ought to be not
in the direction that the Government has taken, but in the other
direction, and in taking that consideration, Government of
course could have considered the vicws of persons like the Finance
Minister of India, not of course as a dircciive or a  binding

rinciple but at least as a guidance. ‘then, Sir, the Minister
said that with regard to certain things, for example, so far as
the land revenue is concerned, the Government would follow
the same rule_ in the same manner as it is ])i‘L'.\“.lI('nL i other
parts of India. }i\/_ submission ig (hat it is not a correct
analysis of thg: objective situation. So [ar as the subject  of
land revenue is concerned, that is in the State List, and every

State_has 1ts OWn way commensurate with the objective situa-
HOn; I gk ;Stat(‘, .'SO far as onr  State is concerned, even
according to the admission of the Government, the cost of living
of the pCaSﬂl_ll!”}f_haS gone three times up and the general ccot:
nomic situation in th_(‘. counirv-side is worse than what it was
before. So, even _""(1]“‘[L'il'lg that Government needs some money
for the nation building developmental work which ave in hand
Government could have found out means to find out the m(me);
elsewhere, could have taxed these who can pay without taxing
the over-taxed poor peasantry, and specially in re-assessment.

When there 15 a limit set, that limit should not be by-passed,
if there e no Hmsm"molulntab]c consideration.  Sir, Tdo not see
here any lr%sulin?gﬁtr?kjﬁ consideration which might prompt
the Gpyerninch= b € such action. Sir, this is not a ques-
f figurec, but this 15 a question of trend , and the trend

tion O enn &l in thi . e .
which has hecen 19.10%21111(‘ }TWF this particular Bill, 1s definitely a
reactionary trenct. Lherclore, Siy T cannot but oppose this

Bill.
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Shri HIRALAL PATWARY (Panery) : Mr. Speaker
Sir, @ifer @2 swwwgatszaE! wavta 1 fm Suwits shce, @it SiRfer
A 12 A3 rem agnta Afafefeta 512 dtetn fim | Figd 9 {6-
M EWCH CIrATA ACTE AG T 93Fd (B

“The majority of our agricultural holdings are of
2
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T oAfaar | st=dcB CEzrs 93—
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el wAE | o whEcd ws ToE 959 fApizidt = wiw IWT i
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Shri DANDESWAR HAZARIKA (Morongi): Mr. Spea-
ker, Sir, I want to speak a few words regarding the observations
made by my learned Friends on the opposite. My Friend from
Gauhati has probably considered only one side of the picture.
Sir, it is quite clear from the amendment that the persons who
will be mostly affected by this Bill, are those who have sufficient
lands, I think the land-lords ......:..%..080 =t Tecs

(Voices)

No, mno. That is wrong. We do not recognise the land-
lords, they are also taxed .........ccoveennn
Shri DANDESWAR HAZARIKA : Sir, those persons who
have more lands shall have to pay more land revenues. Sir,
it the Tea Gardens................
Shri KHAGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguri) :

Revenue will also be realised from the Tea Gardens..........

Shri DANDESWAR HAZARIKA : My Friends are
aware, Sir, that about 5,000 to 6,000 acres of land
is possessed by one tea garden owner ; now when the revenue
will be raised, these persons also will be affected, as their revenue
will be raised. Those agriculturists who have sufficient lands,
they will also be taxed. We know, Sir, that in Assam™ more
than 50 per cent of the people have no land. They are
cither adhiars or agricultural labours as such no tax will be
realised from them. It is only the owners of the land who will
be taxed. So, Sir, if we want to benefit the poorer section of the
people, then Government should provide more funds = for
their welfare., and to provide more works for them. Let u?i
therefore, hope my Friends would not grudge if some tfcllx “I’;
be realised from those people who have more lands allS. IT
are in a position to pay for the welfare of the State. Il re-
garding the price of agricultural products, my Friends are aware
that the price of tea has gone up very high.....c.:..--

Shri KHAGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH : What
about the cost of production ?

Shri DANDESWAR HAZARIKA : Evenl insiﬁinﬂ?rffgf
with the high cost of production, the proﬁt0 1801‘ . 1§12-‘(.)
The cost of production may be Risil=8:-0=orsihs:dsdact
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per pound, but the price of good tea is -Rs.i} %o fligf
per pound ;so we see there is still a big profit per pound 0 thad.
Sir, those people who are in a position to pay l'nOlC.ICVClHl?
should pay it when the Act comes into operation. Sc‘conc Y,
Sir, I like to point out that the price of paddy has also gone up
very high. It is clear from the Statement of .Objcg.tsralgd
Reasons of the Bill that in pre-war time the price of paddy
was Rs.2 to Rs.2-8-0 per maund, and now the price has gone
up to Rs.15 per maund..................

Voices—No, no. The price is Rs.8 only per maund.. ..

However, it is apparent, Sir, that the price O_f 'paddy 111;-1 2
gone up very high in comparison with lfmd_ ‘]l(?\’-ellw'e" 1g
land-owners are stil] paying the same amount 0|I. anc ;(:\ en.}le
which was paid by them in pre-war times. ‘-S;“’ s CIb “e
circumstances, Sir, in order to give relief, to do e
‘and welfare works for the good of the poor people, lhc: I)l_ﬁ;‘lql?(l-
owners shall have to pay higher rate of land revenue, so that the
Poorer section of the people may be benefited.

With these ébservations, Sir, T request that th.e Motion
moved by the hon’b’e Minister be accepted by this  House
without a division.

Shri KHAGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguri):
T, @ T, 93Th almfEes 97 ABstda w4 @ ST e GhE Az
SIeTItE witcs) % = a3 wlw oamgmds sdas AlgTE @t TR
A% | Fal w e o, afom cofite cr feEieT 02 o T SR oA
TRIC e 5w ME | e wmf oo Afes ate FFTENDE 2ioe
ME2 | Afw aF cdfom A oram FedipTa SIS 20, CstTRca

~

St gfsfem fsn @t zensram

(4 wvoice ‘Eram’ zEwsTE) |

Mr. SPEAKER : The hon. Member will be completely
out of order to refer any other things, except the contents of the
Bill. - Please confine your observations to the contents of the
Bill only.

Shri KHAGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH : i
TRAA, 77 FA @i I 7y |
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Liie uonom]c condition of those who live mainly by 1.—
Agriculture 2-—Value of agricultural products and 3.—cost of
production.
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The land revenue of the State shall not be liable to en-

hancement on account of drainage works and irrigation works
since the last resettlement operations.
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In this connection mention must be made of several im-
portant major embankment schemes executed by the Embank-
ment and Drainage Department.

afgm 712 slzaifism @it w6 4altag sieAEEs Ifeg @ =
wiff frata eIz Qisim apis sz, distm 3pE Si6R Tk 9igg el e |
SiZatelta =iiffa At @92 vo 9m, fos 9offm atife sizasm ¢t 25610 @ |
AT AFica e AT Astm = di0 9m ;s @R gifs 9w JiE
0\ BT |

MerF T2 FTe @ IR T sdte TEIM sizaffeinim it digtm I=9
BT A AT AR dfoasa atfte dietm 389 FRT Ao |

ofa s atwz [t e Tt aosifEs sa 96 | @@ SifEe
femtaa fegai it G. ML F. 7wt crarw sawiva fofem | fre @feaitas
12 B (FHNT SMATIRT (7 W RIGTIRT O W@t BF o) A | S
S cdfs Fata =t wtaia cdfisass e 59t fine Ty |

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) : i<
Fine =fars 2

Shri KHAGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguri):
THEA CIo oMaw-fesram aas iorya e ore sfastge S0iF
bO\ B 72T 08 | frw mifw ifts oo, @i seeilR o7 @@
T ofF bF afoate czim WB 1 eifers @B wwEls oo fine <f33
e 2

[ T26F 957 eows 4T 37 arwaia PR ozt 1S 9 T€0-
ITe zf TME | CIEFRETd 9% [{F oz wi%ed Sotves wfacd dAtas e
Afcet zea AT A9 =Alvst )

*Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur) : Mr.
Speaker, Sir, we have been opposing this Bill, and even after
opposing the clauses of the Bill we see no reason why we should
walve our objections to the Bill. Sir, the incidence of land
revenue, perhaps barring Bombay, is the highest in Assam and
today by this Bill we were asked to give power to Government
or to settlement authorities to enhance the land revenue not
on any reasonable ground but on the supposed hypothesis that
people have been getting more by selling agricultural produce.
On a cursory glance it may be correct that the prices of agri-

Speech not currected.
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cultural produce have gone up. But when we ('(’mpf“"c ‘.h(i
prices of agricultural produce with the prices of mii“UﬁiU}_‘le(
goods, there is still a great disparity, ;uu_l till we cannot I)llliclgf:
this gap, there is no justification for passing a legislation allow-
ing the authorities to increase the land revenue.

Sir, my hon. Friend, Shri Barbaruah has referred to Sce-
tion 8 of the parent Act. Section 8 of the _parent Act speaks
of four conditions which are to be taken into consideration,
before there is any re-assessment with a view to mcrease the
land revenue. We find that the economic condition of those
people who live mainly by agriculture has got to be taken into
consideration, the value of agricultural produce and the cost
of production, letting and selling value of land.  Now if these
factors are not taken into consideration before. b_rlllg-l{‘g this
Act into being; then I am afraid, there is no justification for
enhancing the land revenue in our State.

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) : Sir
what is the section ?

Mr. SPEAKER :
proposals of re-
assessment Act,

“Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur) :  Sir,
looking at the present Act from this point of view, we would
like to say that it is a bad financing if the State has to depend

on the inelastic land revenue, and it is not possible 1o increase
In the manner

Took: - envisagcd_by the Act. Thercfore, we have to
© other means of bringing the surplus produce from agri-
culture, | think, it would not e very relevant, and so I would
like to suggest that the A%‘l‘icultural Income-tax Act is the
best way by which the Government could bring in the surplus
prodpge from the agriculture, | find today in our State the
condition of the Peasants wheo live mainly by agriculture is
really very deplorable - It is more so. because they have to
purchase the daily necess 1
factured goods which co

ities of life which are mostly manu-

: . come from ougside the State at a very

high price, and the high prices of daily necessities of life really
affect the economic condition of

those who have to live mainly

Section 8 at page 4, Part II, general
assessment of the Assam Land Revenue Re-

#Speech not cotrected,
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by agriculture. Therefore, it is necessary to give them some
relief and so it would be unwise to enhance the land revenue.
Sir, in this fashion we expect that we should not bring any legis-
lation to increase the tax burden on the people of our State.
Unfortunately, Sir, we have seen that the Finance Act has
increased, though very calumniously, the taxes on the peasantry
of the people, and so also the Petroleum has increased the burglen
of taxes on the people, and now, over all to crown everything,
we find this Act to increase the land revenue. Although, there
is provision, there is nothing to make it compulsory to re-assess
the land revenue in the manner as suggested in the Act. Let
this Act remain in the Statute Book. But let Govern-
ment take into consideration the views expressed in this House
before they decide to re-assess the land revenue and increase it.
Let them do it twice or thrice. But if we are to be a party to it,
at any rate, to increase the burden of taxes on the peasantry,
then it would be a criminal act, because by such an act, we

will be giving the Government something adequate to com-
pensate their loss.

Shri GOPESH NAMASUDRA [Patharkandi (Reserved

for Scheduled Castes)] : 77 Wy TR, SteETa giEiews aEed
dtgm ITET TU @ AT

AT ATTRT @12 A~4tF iaiews 9ea® I
T A T TR T Plowes | arevs @ vt @2 sicons 7590
I3 Otd AT [{Esm s o T4, @92 13 T ReH (it @3 Bhw 3fad
ot fApta 0T it Szt 719713 9 GFL, AR T 70 Flo—
SCT s AT TIFCT AACT | qivies i ey w5 CERECRE iR (E |
fAfey Ao (TR o aiiers @2 AwT AFig Aoty e | A
qima ©f 7 D TGS 9N FESET 7 -

“Central taxation heavily imposed on the middle classes
and the poorer section of the State where cost of living 1is al-
bl 22
geadsi high™ o L S

Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned till 10 A.u. on Saturday,
the 6th July, 1957.

SHILLONG : R. N. BARUA,
The 27th June, 1958. Secretary, Legislative Assembly,
: - Assam.

A.G.P. (L.A.) No.115/58—220—2-7-1958.



