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Proceedings of the First Session of the Assam Legisla-
tive Assembly assembled after the Second General
Election under the Sovereign Democratic Repu-
blican Constitution of India

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong,
at 10 A.M. on Saturday, the 29th June, 1957.

PRESENT

Shri Dev Kanta Borooah, B.A., LL.B,, Speaker, in

the Chair, the nine Ministers,
the eight Deputy Ministers and seventy-five
Members.

Mr. SPEAKER: There are no Starred Questions to-day.
We will start with Unstarred Questions.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

(To which answers were laid on the table)

Plains Tribal Advisory Board for the welfare of the
Plains Tribal

Shri BIRENDRA KUMAR DAS [Patacharkuchi
(Reserved for Scheduled Tribes)] asked:

111. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to state—

(@) Whether Government propose to constitute a
body of Plains Tribal Advisory Board with
‘Tribal M. L. As. to advise the Government for
the welfare of the tribal people ?

() What amount has been sanctioned durirg the First

~__ Five-Year Plan for the Plains tribal people ?

(¢) The amount of money spent in different heads
separately for the welfare of the Plains tribal
people ? '

(d) What measures have been adopted for the deve-
lopment of Bodo culture ?
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Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister) replied:

111. (@)—Government have already constituted a Tribal
Welfare Advisory Board at the State level with some Tribal
M. L. As.—Hills and Plaius—and others who take abiding in-
terest in tribal welfare to advise the Gevernment in all mat-
ters relating to the welfare of the tribal people. A copy of
the Government Resolution is placed on the Library Table.

Rs.
(b)—Amount from State funds 64,57,852
Amount from Central grant 1,03,27,474
under Art.275(1) of the Con-
stitution.

(¢)—A statement is laid on the Library Table.

(d)—Since 1954-55 a schemc for granting financial
assistance to organisations engaged in the promotion of tribal
culture was taken up and grants have been madec from that
scheme to organisations working for the promotion of Boro
culture as well. The Gauhati University has also started a
Department of Folk-lore, etc., for carrying on a systematic
study and research into the different aspects of tribal cul}ure
including Boro tribal culture. The University has been given
grants for the purpose by the State Government under the
same scheme.

Shri BIRENDRA KUMAR DAS [Patacharkuchij
(Reserved for Scheduled Tribes)]: Why all the tribal
Members of the Legislative Assembly are not included in the
Tribal Advisory Board ?

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister) : ‘The )
Board has been constituted on the lines of the Government of -
India. So every year there will be a change and thatis the |
reason why all the Tribal Members of the Legislative Assembly
have not been included in the Tribal Advisory Board. Thp
idea is that at the time of constitution of the Board, t!ns
 matter of associating every tribal Member of the Legislative
Assembly with the development of the plains tribal area will
be considered, Moreover, the number has already increased.

 Shri BIRENDRA KUMAR DAS :  Whether the
Chief Mmlgter_ 18 aware of the fact that the Kacharis of
Kamrup District are not represented in this Board ?

_ Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI: 1 think Shri Baikuntha
Nath Das and Shri Rupnath Brahma are IKacharis,

. e oo S
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and Shri Baikuntha Nath Das comes from Kamrup,

Shri BIRENDRA KUMAR DAS [Patacharkuchi
(Reserved for Scheduled Tribes)|: Mr. Baikuntha Nath
Das is not purely a Kachari.

Mr. SPEAKER : Is there any class like pure Kacharis ?
Shri BIRENDRA iUMAR DAS : Yes, Sir.

Shri BISWADEV SARMA (Balipara): Is there any
Member from Darrane, Sir ?

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief  Minister):
Shri Pakhirai Deka, Sir,

Shri DANDESWAR HAZARIKA (Morongi): Are
Government aware that there are large number of tribal
people in areas where there are notribal Members of the
Legislative Assembly ?

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI : Sir, in some cases,
where the number is very small, there is no.....f 505 S5

Shri DANDESWAR HAZARIKA : What do Govern-
ment propose to do regarding these tribal people who have
not been represented ?

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI : These tribal areas
are helped with  grants according to the population,
These grants are disteibuted to them along with the general
grants and where there is greater population, these areas get
the benefit of the gencral Development Plan. '

Shri DANDESWAR HAZARIKA Are Government
aware that at the time of distribution of the Tribal Grant, the
Tribal Members of the Legislative Assembly take much interest
in their own constituency and not in other *

Shri BISHNUCRAM MEDHI : ‘The general idea is
that there will be a Development Committee in each
district and subdivision where the Tribal Members of
the Legislative Assembly will also he represented and they

will send their proposals to the State Development Committee
for consideration.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA : Has anybody
from Lakhimpur District been included in thjs Board ?
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Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister) :
Shri Karka Chandra Doley, Member of the Legislative Assem-
bly and Shri Lalit Kumar Doley, Member of the Legislative
Assembly, are from Lakhimpur District.

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA [Phulbari (Re-
served for Scheduled Tribes)]|: Whether Government con-
sider it desirable toinclude all the present Members of the Legis-
lative Assembly of the Hills areas in the Advisory Board for

tribal welfare ?

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI : That aspect of the matter
will be considered at the State Development Committec. But
the number will be too big and it will be some sort of an

assembly.

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA : Do Government
consider it more desirable to include all the Members of the

Legislative Assembly rather than to tag other people to the
Board ?

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI
of the Legislative Assembly will get the
ing in the Board every year in rotation
get an overall picture regarding welfare
the tribal areas.

Shri DANDIRAM DUTTA (Mangaldai): sufe  tem-
porary  FgIqT MR wicwed (F P

Shri KARKA CHANDRA DOLEY [North La}:himpur
(Reserved for Scheduled Tribes)] : a9 feraia Tribal Mem-
ber, Legislative Assembly 42 Tribal Welfare Advisory Board ©
represent Fat I | ATATICG Tz FA 43 fasew fAcape T ?

The tribal Members,
opportunity of represent-
<o that every one will
and development of

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI: There is 2 provision for
co-option and when the Board will sit, the matter will be con-
sidered in all its aspects.

Mr. SPEAKER : Now, we will come to the next question.

Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY [Gherrapunji (R_e..
serv}?d for Scheduled Tribes)] : Sir, I may make a submis-
sion here...

Mr. SPEAKER : These are Unstarred Questions and
they should not be treated on the same footing as the Starred
(Juestions, :

R S
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Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY [Cherrapunji (Reserved
for Scheduled Tribes )]: Anyway, this needs to be
elucidated, and we have got little less than one hour, Sir now.

Mr, SPEAKER : As 1 said, there is a basic difference
between a Starred Question and an Unstarred Question.
Starred Questions are put down for an oral answer and the
hon. Members are entitled to get answers orally. So, it will be
unfair to the Treasury Benches as well as to the Speaker to
treat Unstarred Questions on the same footing as Starred Ques-
tions for which the Ministers have not come prepared with
answers in the House. 1 would ask the hon. Members not to
mix up these two, and to create difliculties not only for the
Members of the Treasury Benches but for the Speaker also by

treating the Unstarred Questions on the same footing as Starred
Questions.

Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : May I submit, Sir,

that to-day there are no Starred Questions and we have got
one hour......

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, I know. The hon. Members
have heard what I said. It is not because of the lack of time
but because the Ministers are not expected to come prepared
with replies to Unstarred Questions under the rules.

Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-RQY : Sir, I do not expect that
the Minister will come prepared with answers to all the supple-
mentary questions, but we expect only that he will give answer
only to those which he can answer. He may say that he cannot
answer to it off-hand and wants notice for it.

Mr. SPEAKER : All right, the hon. Member may put.

Rev. I. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I want
to know what is that Resolution which is placed on the
Library Table. As it is not placed on the table of each Member
and we come to know of it only now when we come here, i{

puts us in an awkward position. I want to know whether any
hill man or any Member of the Legislative Assembly from the
Hills has been included in that Committee or not ?

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister) : Yes,
Sir, the hillmen are also included.

Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : May I know the

names, Sir?
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Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): I
can give the names. Shall I read them, Sir?

Mr. SPEAKER : Yes, you may ?
Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI: They are—

1. Shri Rupnath Brahma, Minister-in-charge, Medical, Public

Health, etc.
.+  Khelhose Sema, Deputy Minister.
W. A. Sangma, M. L. A., Garo Hills.
Thanglura, M. L. A , Mizo District.
B. M. Roy, M. L. A., United Khasi & Jaintia Hills.
6. . SaiSai Terang, M. L. A., Mikir Hills. ‘
7. ,, Hamdhon Mohon Haplangbar, M. L. A, North Cachar Hills*

8. ,, Lalmawia, M. L. A., Mizo District.

9. ,, Hakim Ch. Rabha, M. L. A., Goalpara.
10. ,, Baikuntha Nath Das, M. L. A., Kamrup.

11. ,, Pakhirai Deka, M. L. A., Darrang.

12. ,, Dhirsingh Deuri, M. L. A., Nowgong.
13 ,, Karka Ch. Doley, M. I.. A, Lakhimpur.

14. ,, Omeo Kr. Das, M. L. A., Darrang-

15. ,, Hareswar Goswami, M. L. A., Kamrup. :
,»  Lalit Kumar Dsley, M: L: A., Lakhimpur. _ |
17. The Chief Executive Member, United K-J: I1il's District Coun-

cil or his representative.

18. Shri C. Saprawnga, Member of District Clouncil,
19. ,, Maham Singh, United Khasi and Jaintia Hills.
20. ,, Emonsingh Sangma, Garo Hills.

21. ,, J.B. Hagjer, North Cachar Hills.

22. ,, Satish Ch. Basumatari, Chiel Organiser, Dotma Brahmasram, [

P. O. Dotma, Goalpara.

23. ,, Jonardhan Pathalk, Sarih‘rijan, Mikir Hills.

24, Onc representative from Nowgong Sankar Mission.

25. One representative from Bharat Sevak Samaj, Assam Branch.

26. One represcntative from Adimjati Sevak Sangha, Assam Branch.
27. One representntfve from Ramkrishna Mission, Assam Branch.
28. Onc representative from Kasturba Trust, Assam Branch.

29. One tribal M. P. from Ag; ; it
Board for Tribal &g&;,reljepresented in the Central Advisory

Mizo District.

ghls'l?ol?; dc‘gﬂ;t]})te for one year only, and then another
Board wi ltuted every year. Our idea is to associate

all the members with the deyel
year in the district and S“bdivisiggﬁe?évggrks gradually every
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Re: Sale of Gobardhan Forest Coupe No.1

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur) asked :

112. Will the Minister-in-charge of Forests he pleased to
state—

(2) Whether Gobardhan Coupe No.l was recently
advertised for sale through tenders ?

(b) If so, who were the tenderers and w

hat were their
respective tenders ?

(¢) Whether it is a fact that this Coupe was ordered
to be settled with one Tarun Goswami previous
to the present settlement was made ?

(4) If so, what was his tender ?

{e) With whom the Coupe has been settled now and
tor how much ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister,
112. (a)—Yes.

Forests) replied :

(b)—The names ~of the tenderers along with their
tendered amounts are furnished below -

(2) Girindra Kr. Bora—Rs.9,045.
(i) Golap Ch. Seraigi—Rs.6,315,
(222) Abala Kanta Das—Rs.4.,725.

() Secretary, Kukurmara Amtola Scheduled Caste
Multipurpose Society—Rs.3 801.

(¢)—No.
(d)—Does not arise.

(e)—The Coupe has been settled with the Kukurmara
Amtola Scheduled Caste Multipurpose Society at Rs.5,842 the
value of which is equal to the 2nd highest offer minus the 7}
per cent concession allowed to the Scheduled Caste and the
Scheduled Tribe people. The highest tendered amount was
considered too high and therefore it was not accepted.
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Loss of Provident Fund money in Tripura Modern Bank
" Shri MOHANANDA BORA (North Lakhimpur) asked:

Will the Minister-in-charge of Local Self-Government be
pleased to state—

113. (a) What amount of Provident Fund money of each
subdivision has been lost in the Tripura
Modern Bank ?

(b) Whether Government has taken any step to make
good the loss suffered by the poor employecs
of Local Boards who lost their whole life’s

savings for no faults of theirs ?

taken to realise the

(¢) Whether any step has been
arc at fault for the

amounts from those who
loss ?

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister,
Government) replied:

Local Self-

refers to the

113. (a)—Apparently the hon. Member
Provident Fund money of the Local Board employees. If so .
the information is as follows :(—
Rs. a. p.
() Tezpur 1,29,226 4 0
(i) Mangaldai ... 1,40,217 3 0
71,300 9 ©

(ii1) North Lakhimpur

) & (¢)—Under rule 77 of the Model Provident
Fund Rules for the Local Boards, deposits on account of the Pro-
vident Fund of the Local Boards’ employees may be made with
their consent in a Scheduled Bank. The Deputy Clommissioners
have therefore been asked to fix responsibility on the Chairmen
or the members of the Boards concerned who voted for the resolu-
tion to keep the Provident Fund money of the Local Board
employees 11 the Tripura Modern Bank without their consent
and then to proceed to realise the same. The reports from the
Deputy Commissioners are awaited.
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(3) . Shri MOHANANDA BORA (North Lakhimpur) : Tz,
:gﬁ_?& (¢) 3 BaFIA corfft wM<iata 7wa7 9 12 fawen @h  Report

Q:ﬁmﬁ a7 aiava CGiltFs aga =019 5% 72 o2y, o1 f{vw feIpisr
=P Ffefrataa 4= 0 Report =At3rsta ?

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister, Local Self-
D Vernment): “izs, oz FGacg 13 2[T+(TEA0S Trad Ff4ea 102 o ufsars
epmy Commissioner @ +4q) Report codta =518

Fire in Tinsukia Daily Bazar
Srimati LILY SEN GUPTA (Lahowal) asked :
114, Will the Minister for Revenue be pleased to state—

() On _how many occasions the Tinsukia Dail
Bazar was gutted by fire from 1950 to 1957 ?

(6) Total loss incurred by the people due to these fires ?
(¢) Reasons for these fires ?

(d) Whether any financial help was given by Gov-
¢rnment to those persons who had been affect-
cd by these fires ?

( e) If not, why not ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) replied :

114. (a)—On two occasions, i. ¢., on 27th November, 1956
and on 29¢h March, 1957.

(b)—Approximately Rs.5,85,900 on 27th Novembér, 1956
and Rs.87,000 on 29th March, 1957.

(¢c)—The reasons are under investigation.

(d)-—In connection with the fire of 27th November 1956
a2 sum of Rs.10.000 as gratuitous relief and R5.70,000 as vehabi-
litation loan were sanctioned by the Revenue Department ;

esides, a sum of Rs.85,350 was sanctioned by the Relief and
ehabilitation Department specifically for the displaced ‘persons.

In connection with the fire of 29th March, 1957
a proposal for a rehabilitation loan of Rs.17,500 was submitted

y the Deputy Commissioner, Lakhimpur and the amount
Was sanctioned. )

(¢)—Does not arise.
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Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa):
May I know if any fire. fighting arrangement has been made at
Tinsukia ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) : That
does not arise out of the question.

Mr. SPEAKER : When the question is about fire, I suppose
the question of fire fighting will be relevant.

Shri HARESWAR DAS : Fire fighting does not come
within my jurisdiction. The Revenue Department 1s concerned
only with the relief.

Mr. SPEAKER : Has the Hon’ble Minister any knowledge
of it ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS : | have no knowledge.
Shrimati LILY SEN GUPTA (Lahowal) :

@ g% =efa FEd = atw 47 g2 T atza Fire Fizhting 4
Fitsea iz P

Shri HARESWAR DAS : The reasons
tion. We have not yet got the final answer.

Mr. SPEAKER : The Hon’ble Minister can find out the
reasons for the fire but cannot do away with those reasons.

Shri HARESWAR DAS : That is not 1my function.

Shri GOURI SHANKAR ROY (Katlicherra) - Who is
concerned with fire fighting, Sir?

Shri HARESWAR DAS : It is the Municipality.

Shri DANDESWAR HAZARIKA (Morongi): In
a supplementary question whether the Chair or the Ministel

will decide whether it is relevant or irrelevant ?

are under investigas=

Mr. SPEAKER : I have said it is relevant. The Hon’ble
d he has mno

Minister bas accepted the ruling. He has sai

knowledge. ; 3 Iriad
Shri RADHA KISHAN KHEMEKA (Tinsukia) : 42 afat

Hifos. ArFTTas (ot pwig aztay fra czeg 3 49 for1 cmrm T SIfE®)
gifst o7 el ? )

Shri HARESWAR DAS : The list is not maintained here,
it is maintained there by the Deputy Commissioner. If my
Friend wants, I may bring it and supply him later.

J
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Shrimati LILY SEN GUPTA (Lahowal) : 3y wzi%d,
72 wifya dfere fTapiats =2 aasr e @@l I59r Ot @i« TR

feapstea 412 23 ey =31 =29

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister., Revenue) : It is
a function of the Municipality. I do not know.

Re: Site for Junior Technical School at Masimpur
(Arunachal)

Dr. RAM PRASAD CHAUBEY (Lakhipur) asked :

115. Will the Minister-in-charge of Relief and Rehabilita-
tion be pleased to state whether Government have decided to
maintain the Junior Technical School at Masimpur (Aruna-
chal) or intend to shift the said institution to some other place ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Relief and Reha-
bilitation) replied :

115. The Silchar Junior Technical School which is now
housed in rented buildings at Masimpur (Arunachal) will be
shifted to the permancnt site at Mcherpur, near Silchar town,

as soon as the permanent buildings of the school are cons-
tructed there.

Mrs. JYOTSNA CHANDA  (Silchar-West) : Will
Government consider to have that Junior Technical School at

Arunacha}, where Government is going to acquire the whole
area for Government purposes ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS : The school will be located at

Meherpur. ‘The hon. Questioner put a similar question in this
Session. The detailed answer is given there,

Shri GOURI SHANKAR ROY (Katlicherra) : Will
Government be pleased to continue the existing technical school
at Masimpur and establish another at Mcherpur ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS : There is no such proposal .

Bus accidents and measures taken td check them

Shri BIRENDRA KUMAR DAS [Patach ‘ [
erved for Scheduled Tribes)] asked!: arkuchi (Res

116. Will the Minister-in-charge of Home be pleased to

state—
(@) Whether Government are aware of ‘the bus

accidents that took place in huge numbers this
year ? BT :



(b) If so, the number of accidents that occurred
during this vear and measures taken to check

1208 RULINGS FROM THE CHAIR (29TH Jung, )
these accidents by Government ? !

116. (a)—VYes.

(b)—Number of accidents up to date is 31.  Govern-
ment have taken measures to check the accidents by deputing
Special Police parties to check important places, holding mobile
courts and prosecuting the drivers under the Law.

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister, Home) replied: ;

Regarding Supply of early Answers’ to Questions
Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Palashbari) : I have given

notice of some questions more than a month ago, but I have
received information that they have been admitted only to—d?ly.
I do not know whether we will get the answers during this
session.

Mr. SPEAKER : The hon. Member was absent perhaop?

yesterday when I made an announcement regarding 1t. ’
course the hon. Member can satisfy himself from the Secretary.
Tt would be advisable to say that the Hon’ble Chief Minister
has already taken immediate action on my suggestion that the
questions should be answered at the earliest possible time.

Speaker’s ruling about discussion of 2 judgment of
75 a Court of law by the House

g

Mr. SPEAKER: A point arose in this House as to the
propriety of discussing the subject matter of a Court of law
which is not sub-judice. There was some amount of diflerences
of opinion in this score amongst the hon. Members of the House.
The rules of procedure of this House as well as of the Lok
Sabha are silent. Assam Assembly Rule 35 (9) and (10) and
Rule 55 (viii) are not directly related to this point. Under
Articles 105 and 194 of the Constitution, the freedom of speech
of a Member of the House is restricted by the standing orders
and procedure of the Legislature. So far the State Legislatures
are concerned, I could not find any direct answer to the question.
In the old Central Legislative Assembly, however, the President \
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of the House ruled, <“that no comments reflecting upon the
conduct of Judges were permissible whether the case was
pending or disposed of, but that criticisms of judgments were
permissible in so far as they were possible without reflecting

on the conduct of Judges—L. A. Debt., 26th January, 1926
Pp.278-79.”

In the House of Commons also there is no standing orders
or rules of procedure in this behalf. I therefore referred the
matter to the Lok Sabha and I am informed that the practice
there is that as “‘facts of case and interpretation of law are
concluded by judgraent of court the House cannot sit as
appellate authority over judgment. Question of change of law
or any matter of public importance arising out of judgment on
basis of facts established by judgment can be discussed in the

House”. This is a very wholesome practice and I would like to
adhere to this practice.

The Assam Finance Bill, 1957

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Finance Minister) : Sir,

the consideration stage was passed. There was an amendment
submitted by my Friend, Shri Hazarika, who has seen his way to
kindly withdraw it at my request.

Mr. SPEA.KER: He has not moved the amendment,
Therefore there is no question of withdrawing,

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH :

So I move that th .

Finance Bill, 1957 be passed. vy &5 Assam

Mr. SPEAKER: The question is that the Assam Finance
Bill, 1957 be passed.

(The Motion was adopted.)
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The Assam Sales Tax (Amendment), Bill, 1957

Mr. SPEAKER : Next we come to the Assam Sales Tax
(Amendment) Bill, 1957. There is an amendment to clause 3

in name of Finance Minister.

*Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Finance): Sir,
I beg to move that for sub-clause (3) of clause 3 of the Assam
Sales Tax (Amendment) Bill, 1957, the following shall be
substituted, namely :—

and (2) shall be deemed
he last sale of the declared
d for sale in the
the sale of all

““(3) Nothing in sub-sections (1)
to render any dealer liable to tax on t
goods inside the Stafe if such goods are intende
course of inter-State trade or commerce oOr on
other kinds of goods where such sale takes place—

-

(i) outside the State of Assam ;

(i) in the course of the import of the goods into, or
export of the goods out of, the territory of India ; ‘

or

(227) in the course of inter-State trade or commerce, as
laid down by the Central Sales Tax Act, 1956”.

EXPLANATION

The expression “last sale of the declared goods inside the
State” means the transaction in which a dealer reglstered
under this Act— L

- — s

() sells to another such dealer declared goods for use
by the purchaser in the manufacture of goods
for sale or for use by the purchaser in the
execution of any contract; or

*Speech not corrected.
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(i7) purchases declared goods from another such dealer

for sale to a dealer not registered under this Act
or to consamer in the State.

As I stated earlier Sir, this Assam Sales Tax (Amendment),
Bill, 1957, has been brought in to be amended in order that
our Bill will be in conformity after the Central Act was changed
due to certain judgment of the Supreme Court. On the earlier
occasion, I informed the House that Section 15 of the Central
Sales Tax Act, 1956 has made specific provision restricting levy
of sales tax under the State laws at not more than 2 per cent
of the value of certain goods which are termed as ‘“‘declared
goods’’. Accordingly we have taken steps to amend the Assam
Sales Tax Act, 1947, vide sub-clause (2) of clause 2, sub-clause
(3) of cluse 3, item (d) of clause 5 and item 2 of Schedule II.

The Parliament has recently amended section 15 of the
Central Sales Tax Act, 1957. It has- imposed further restric-
tions in regard to the levy of sales tax on declared goods within
the States. Under the new law, the last sale of the declared
goods inside a State, il intended for sale in course of inter-State
trade, is also not 10 be taxed under the State sales tax laws.
So, an opportunity has been taken to amend clause 3 of the
Bill through this amendment so as to conform it to the new
provision contained in the Central Sales

Act. 1957 Tax Amendment

With a view to making the expression “last sale® more
specific an explanation has also been appended in the line of

the explanation given in the Central Sales Tax (Amendment)
Act, 1957. /

~ So, I hope the hon. Members will agree to this amendment.
Sir, I beg to submit that T have been obliged to bring this
amendment to the amending Bill which has been necessitated

by the President’s assent to the Bill on 24th June, 1957, S
Sir, I make the Motion that the amend : ’ . So,
Bill be adopted. ment to the amending

(As no Member rose to speak, the amendment was put as
a question before the House and was adopted.)

Mr. SPEAKER : The question is that cl: ded
do stand part of the Bill. ; clause 3 as amende

(This was adopted.)
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Mr. SPEAKER : The question is that clauses 2, 4to8
and the schedule do stand part of the Bill.

(This was adopted.)

The question is that the enacting formula, the long title
and the preamble do stand part of the Bill.

(This was adopted.)

*Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Finance) :
Then, 1 beg to move, Sir, that the Assam Sales Tax (Amend-

ment) Bill, 1957, as amended, be passed.

Mr. SPEAKER : The question is that the Assam Sales

Tax (Amendment) Bill, 1957, as amended, be passed.

(The Motion was adopted.)

The Assam Finance (Sales Tax) (Amendment) Bill, 1957

#Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Fiqance): Sir,
this Bill is meant only for rounding off and as there is no amend-
ment, I beg to move that the Bill, viz., the Assam Finance
(Sales Tax) (Amendment) Bill, 1957, be passed.

" Mr. SPEAKER : The question is that the Assam Finance
(Sales Tax) (Amendment) Bill, 1957, be passed.

(The Motion was adopted.)

mcr—

® Speech not corrected.
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The Assam (Sales of Petroleum and Petroleum
Products, including Motor Spirit and Lubricants)
Taxation (Amendment) Bill, 1957

*Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Finance): Sir,
this Bill, viz., the Assam (Sales of Petroleum and Petroleum
Products, including Motor Spirit and Lubricants) Taxation
(Amendment) Bill, 1957, drops one clause and it rounds off
the Naye Paise.  There is no amendment and I, therefore,
move that the Bill be passed.

Mr. SPEAKER : The question is that the Assam (Sales of
Petroleum and Pectroleurr Products, including Motor Spirit
and Lubricants) Taxation (Amendment) Bill, 1957, be passed.

(The Motion was adopted.)

The Assam Taxation (on Goods carried by Roads or
Inland Waterways) (Amendment) Bill, 1957

*Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Finance) :
Sir, this Bill also seeks to round off' the Naye Paise in the
matter of calculation. There is no amendment. I, therefore
beg to move that the Bill, viz., the Assam Taxation (on Goods:.

carried by Roads or Inland Waterways) (Amendment) Bill,
1957, be passed.

Maulavi JAHAN UDDIN AHMED  (Bilasipara) :
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to opposc passing of this Bill.
Sir, I oppose this method of calculation of Naye Paise
at the rate proposed by the Hon’ble Minister. I find
that on the pretext of this Naye Paise, Government is going to
raise the rate of carrying of goods by roads and inland waterways.
So far as the road is concerned, I think a very small portion
of the increased income will come to the public exchequer as
the major portion of roads has not been nationalied yet and
So the major portion of the benefit will go to private enterprises

ith regard to the inland waterways, the benefit of increase will
entirely go to the Steamer Companies, which are foreign
capitalist concerns, since Government have not nationalised
any inland waterways. .

Then, Sir, I object to the very method of the rate of
calculation. To explain my point, I would like to say that

——

*Speech not corrected.
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supposing the rate was previously onc anna per seer of goods
and in terms of Naye Paise the rate will come to 63 Naye
Paise, but according to the provisions of the Bill, the
rate will be counted as 7 Naye Paise. Sir, if a man
carries 100 seers of goods, he shall have to give to the com-
pany oi the Government 75 Naye Paise more in sum total
for 24 maunds of goods, .e., 12 annas more. Ile shall have to pay
Rs.7 in place of Rs.6} for 160 seers of goods.  This 12 annas
will go for the increase of the freight of goods. ullima_tcly which
will be charged on the consumers, that mecans, without the
Government having any benciit of i, “The bL.ISIIICSS[nell
will surely charge more for the [reight they arc to give for 109
scers of goods which is 12 annas more. Ultimately 1t will be the
consumers who shall have to pay which s something like indj. ¢
rect taxation on the pcople who will be moving the goods on |
roads, and who will be carrying their  goods for the
consumption of the pecople at large, and ulllmll_lcl}/ the
public or consumer at large shall have to bear the burden.

*
b
>
1)
|

et 43

Lo & e d
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Sir, when I go to inland water-ways 1 ﬁnd1that nog
even an iota of benefit is going to the Government becl|lequ:=:r.
All inland water-ways are run by the R.S.N. & LGgg
Ltd., which is apparently a RBritish company, e.md a_lso by
some of our capitalists in ¢ aleutta who are carryins on some
business on the line. So if we want to raisc the rate of carrymg
cost on the pretext of Naye Paise nothing will come to Govern-
ment but it will benefit those companics only. ld.(?. gk
understand why Government, who profess Lo .be Ll}c ‘iucgf_is
of the poor pcople, are so anxious in this madtter. Sin,
in this connection my suggestion will be that the Govern. |
ment should not raise the rate. Let them keep the rate ag f
it is, say | anna. Let them keep it at 61 Naye Paise. Let them A
calculate the sum total at that rate. If aftcr sum total there by
any fraction to the whole sum then that fraction to the whole\. E

4

—

sum should be given in terms of next higher Naye Paise. I'q
example, suppose we take, say, 1 anna rate per scer, Of th
Naye Paise calculation it would come to 6} Nayc Paisc. S0, 3¢
30 scers of goods are being carried by a person then he shall hay,
to pay according to my suggestion to 1873 Naye Paise for 30
seers of goods. This 187} Naye Paisc may be converted.
188 Naye Paise which is the next higher Naye Paisc. By,
according to the Government proposal of the Bill, it will come ¢,
210 Naye Paise, i.c., 22 Naye Paise for 30 seers of g00ds—thy
is the burden on the people. Therefore if my suggestion 18 taken

.
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by the Covernment, the people will be relieved of the extra
burden when there is no benefit to the Government and there
is no difficulty on the part of the Government or on the part
of anybody to calculate in that way. So, Sir, this Govern-
ment on the pretext of Naye Paise should not impose on the
people of this Stuate any new burden whose condition is well
known to the whole of India, and whose standard of living is
very low and the per capiia income is also very low.
Thercfore, Sir, il this is enforced on the people of Assam ,
certainly it is nol going to give any benefit to the Government
when the major portion of the bencfit is being utilised by the
private companies and also by forcign companies.  Sir, T sece no
reason . why Government should prefer this to  enforce,
Wwhen practically no henchit is coming to the Government and
why should Government levy an indirect taxation on the
people of Assam when Government is not getting any benefit
from it. Therefore, Sir, T would request the Government to
withdraw this Bill and bring in a fresh Bill on the lines I have
suggested, and I think if this is taken up, the people of the
State and also the private companies will not be, in any way,
put to any dilliculty.

With these few words, Sir, I oppose the Bill, and it should
not be passed.

*Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Finance Minister): Mr.
Speaker, Sir, frankly speaking, I have not been able to follow
the arguments advanced by wmy hon. Friend, Maulavi
Jahan Uddin Ahmed. To my mind, his speech was perhaps
construcied for another purposc and his speech has been
completely misplaced in the present time. Why do I think
so? To illustrate and buttress his arguments, he gave an
instance that ifa man carries 30 scers of jute, he will have to

ay so much. I submit, Sir, if a man carries 30 seers of jute
ﬁe pays nothing.

*Maulavi JAHAN UDDIN AHMED (Bilasipara): That
is not jute, Sir.

*Shri DEBESWAR SARMATR: Sir, in the Bill there is no
provision that a man could carry 30 seers of goods,

*Maulavi JAHAN UDD!N AHMED: I think, Sir, that
is an example.

* Speech mot corrected.
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*Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH(Finance Minister) Fur
example that is completely wrong cven to illustrate for the sake
of his arguments which are misfit and misplaced I dare say,
Sir, not firmly. Although my hon. Iriend is a senior Member,
as he was in the Assembly since 1937, I do feel, if I may he
permitted to express, that he has not studied the Bill at all
otherwise he would not have opposed it, because the Bill refers
to two commodities-—tea and jute. Thesc two commodities
in their entirety—tea in chest and jute in bale—are carried
either by roads or by rail. That is why I venture to suggest that

my hon. Friend has not taken the trouble to go through the

provisions, either of the parent Bill or of the amendments. Sir,

in the amendment the only factor which needs consideration is &

that whether that 6 and odd Naye Paise should or should not

be converted to 7 Naye Paise, because 8 annas is equal to 50 °
Naye Paise. I submit this rounding up is a small m easure,
ho are more else-
where than in Assam. Who are to-day, after all, dealers of tea -
and jute and who are the consumers of tea and jute ? Majority |
of them are not inhabitants of Assam. Therefore only |

and th’s incidence is passed on to consumers W

a very insignificant portion of the incidence falls on the
consumers under the contemplation of my learned Friend.
Therefore, I submit that the House should be'pleascd.to
accept the amending Bill which proposes toO bring a trifle
amount of money by way of rounding off Naiya Paise
which is so directly needed for the representatives of Hit
different districts of the State, even for my learned Friend who
has criticised it.

Mr. SPEAKER : The question is: The Assam Taxation
(on Goods carried by Roads or Inland Waterways) (Amend-
ment) Bill 1957, be passed_

The Motion was adopted.

The Societies Registration (Assam Fourth Amendment)
Bill, 1957

*Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Fimance)
Mr. Speaker, Sir, no amendment to this Bill has been sough,
to be moved by the hon. Members. So, I move that th,
Societies Registration (Assam Fourth Amendment) Bill, 1957
be passed.

T —

#Speech not corrected
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As I stated earlier, this has been nccessitated by the
Central Act which takes away our administration of the

Indian Companies Act leaving the Societies Registration Act’
to be administered by the State. IHence this amending Bill.

Mr. SPEAKER : The questionis: The Societies Regis-
tration (Assam Fourth Amendment) Bill, 1957, be passed.

The Motion was adopted.

The Assam Adhiars’ Protection and Regulation
(Amendment) Bill, 1957.

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue): Mr.
Speaker, Sir, I beg to introduce the Assam Adhiars’ Pro-
tection and Regulation (Amendment) Bill, 1957.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Motion moved is that the Assam

Adhiars’ Protection and Regulation (Amendment) Bill, 1957
be introduced. 4

(After a pause)

The question is:

That the Assam Adhiars’ Protection and Reoulaf
(Amendment) Bill, 1957, be introduced. gt 1

(After a pause)
The Bill is introduced,

Shri HHARESWAR DAS:

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I b
_ A > . eg to
move that the Assam Adhiars’ Protection and 'Requ]aiion
(Amendment) Bill, 1957 be taken into consideration,

This 1s, Sir, a very small measure, and it has been brought

just to .bring t‘x}e Z;\dhiars’ Protection and Regulation Act in
line with the Fixation of Ceiling Act.
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Mr. SPEAKER - The Motion moved is that the Assam
Adhiars’ Protection and Regulation (Amendment) Bill, 1957

be taken into consideratioi.

Shri GOPESH NAMASUDRA [Patharkandi (Reserved

for Scheduled Castes)]:

T ST ACotwE, Ateta ateew wH @i Sifaara e (>28b)
SIECT @ AT Aigra e ute $4fzs Fracem @ Aafoiz afeama Al
q@fod AT AlcE FaF A wiEaias wacaa g4a wiowa ity itfaFa T

Ty AGiz FAE | FiotG  crHET cSsteh witwiEdG I Aastra olea
cAtefm 1, waet@ afad e o4 facs zeang | few EwHE ST

Afiet 1 AT T T AN S8 DA At woaw o 4tz difamidd
e © 7a A3 | AR 1,57 49 AGt TE @ @ AMF A4 17 T FIAFCH
ofi ziosiel 79T ATaFT A fom;  4ac w1 T ofF grares | T
= g9dl gt [ gl atfEered g Steft 7[elta e e gfaa fwenel
% PR SAFICA 71 ArFT UIeIAT |

gEatT et wfre TCAFs AT Gfgwta FAwcqE aw T @Al
F55q AT AEFN @7 0 @EG T F A § Az s S FZed a1z
e R, P TS SiAAEATe Subew wAcs AMd zid | BIpRT (LAl
% 2T

opas: >0 @R GfiTs 7 a5 wfiFtm Fiela $0a el Zeacz | ST
goa Fes A a1 >0 {4t vieam ol cder wawm Beowd 20 | AFerT TIE
Sfe @B 21a T @FAIT s f[Fm T 51 wacs “licd @Fc ¢ SCRT 96
Afaics @ #AfFNa g gquatgs | Fewg fuped AfEET Y0 fagis 2fF908
se¢ fawi zem TS |

Section ITI (¢) s «¥B fmfs wts wicg 470 @piE zed AHI
gifrwcea CAFT 94 | A4ICT 54 STacy |

(¢) If the landlord is a minor, or a widow or a person
subjected to any physical or mental disability or a member of
Military , Navalor Air Forces of the Union, then it shall be
obligatory on him to leave a minimum area with the adhiar
as prOVIded for in (a) or (b) above.

agg TSFSIATET of| 2 39 zrang AfFaT | G (dreT FiT A
wea Se IZT TACT S AT ofm Fie ¢ AT FITE @i TaeTT A
cca et TS |

wrApfeE @i ﬂll%ﬁf_ M g Ry zA 99 ST sfFIea a9
sfaf.m AT WFCAS TG, THET Ao fra 12 FAcl OfF < 990wq Fhor A0
scn ace Afmeaw | Physical and mental w41 g1 =8 =R | et

—
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A wfE® ea 2ra2 =fF0 Tra atst Mental and Physical disabili,
tya a=b1 Certificate catstta 31 @2 9192 EREFT 4TS CIH2 I5R0 2TE A
93t Permanent 4% catd 7.3 f*ta Permanent physical and mental

disability =7za 19517 @ Bowdi [0 sRetest QarmeEs (B wiEe 4% 203
Fea. aifa wca =fF )

Tq3 T aFB1 fca @i amata sty T 4R iwvd fcs. siRd
AFFICAT ABH ¢ AL uEy T Tay e 9teg, few wifqatmma. awis
Ty wd AIEF T rem wtats AEl uEaE wife (m oiwe gt oitE
i R VI PRI L i Sl 1 0 ARG o S P I S I o B GE R P8 (e R MO

A 496 A FEhA Ghm fAce Aitg G 9l 9 9B AivEnw 9w fne
@EFiha qf

FEwta wiGfEEa el it wifmmes e @8 g
TaA Gl T wcAd wod fmm onay za, a9 few e w? @ s
Giata TEiCT w®Aa wEiEa why GEeS 03 | TSR F 9W0d 99S A%0S 0T
qizcad FiFa wifaaigan ota wig amaw g9 @i ) 9iffan Gie ssstesa-
tod {2 ats Uifsalaowed o o fefhat ¢ | ettt st gse Tt Tifssn
&7 I TA | Migatcam aizea ®REa otz 9w Fooms s
gfiFE T 3fws T Fhov: @ 3 @G IS @ifiaE om g eHa
AT ARCA T AT AT WIS AR BT 2[fefaat diFm Sfved
tat =T AT 1\l wiBcEm 9% g vEEel eF 93 FRE e F9E
Aqcelca i Aty udicr gmaw o9z @ @ e dAfmie zee f5H
T AT AU fvcw aws and ulBoaw awHlET quEese

e
~—t

Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR
Speaker, Sir, this amending Bill
improvement on the principal Act,
ment 1s concerned,
amendment we f{ind

(Dibrugarh): Mr,
seceks. to make some
and so far as this improve-
we fully support it. But even in this
some defects or loopholes through which
the land-owners will try to escape. The new definition that
is to be inserted runs as: “Personal cultivation’ means cul-
tivation by the person himself, or by any member of his
family or by his servants or hired labourers on fixed remu-
neration payable in cash or kind but not in crop share
under personal supervision of the person himself or arﬁ;i
member of his family, provided it is accompanied by the
bearing of risks of cultivation by the owner and by residence
in the Villgge in which the land is situate or in a nlearby
village, during the greater part of the agricultural scasons:”
Here a fan_nly has been defined as a joint or undividéd
famd}(._ Itis a very vague term. Taking shelter under the
definition of “ a family” a landlord may depute one of
his employees who may be in charge of looking after his
land to supervise cultivation. So his supervision will entitle
a particular land owner to have land for personal cultiva-
tion. So, this definition of the term should be improved
uponr
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On the other hand we find that the maximum holdings
which is made available for a tenant is 10 bighas. To
bring the provisions of the Assam Fixation of Ceiling on
Land Holdings Act in line with the Assam Adhiars’ Protec-
tion and Regulation Act, we find, fromn the debate in the
Assembly, that the Government have been pleased to accept
50 bighas as economic holding and the basic maximum
holding has been raised to 150 bighas. Though the Planning
Commission have not given any ligure for economic holding,
they suggested itshould be in the neighbourhood of 50 bighas.
But I fail to understand why a tenant has not been allowed to
retain more than 10 bighas, while a landlord is allowed
to resume upto 100 bighas. Even for a very small cultivator
family 10/16 bighas of land are necessary for providing only
the staple food.

Shri Namasudra has pointed out something about the
expression physical or mental disability and about a widow
or a minor, etc., and that it should be seen that these terms
Jeave no scope for a land owner to take advantage of. So,
Sir, some improvement may be made in the definition of a
minor, or a person having physical or mental disability.

I request the Minister to see that the amendments sug-
gested on these lines are taken into consideration so that the
whole Bill may be really helpful to the tenants.

Shri HIRALAL PATWARI (Panery) : ST 4T AR,
Gisd dTs, €% Sl iz opmm wate wifr e x| S
alf @A @fem GeieT w@ign reaads Gefeiaicd o 92
@12 wiE TS AFcEcT wAfsT SAwla = wica =T Ffag @it «@?
aizTs AF 4B A @CEca Atsem cr bz A {EES farcE
afaar ol Gifiras S, oorT eids & I 9T T
i@ T @ AT

Sz T U7 FE @ FRAET wie Eaas e[ 99,000 A
st AfisR  aifErsc aifiista s=Edaa sEed Fee Simple Grant
bl 7 Teel Tqle Sfieaz afan fora  cdfe  wfEee fided |
fra PAbS (% wlfymt AT acca Beobw T A A TR 271 B
w ABEET ApT e aizad @l AdffEea g f[Ee @oreifa
a1 difers wigadm acn w9 acsl atcs iz AiflelE il awcas
Q% wiFTT dm Gdws za | fafentdr @ie catR [ 72 Celing
Act 7 witaibats azels =7 | wéaicn w2 gaiw o ot wfEea o

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Palashbari): Mr. Speaker,
I am really glad thatthe Revenue Minister has brought

<

e ———— I
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this Bill to amend scction 5 of the Assam Adhiars’
tion and Regulation Act. This Act,
Practically creates a havoc speciall
District because under the
landlords are evicting

Protec-
as it exists at present,
y in the south of the Kamrup
protection of this Act, some of the

their tenants and thus rendering them
landless, The provision under which this is done is section 5

of the Act which gives protection to the landlords and not to

the tenants. Now, the Revenue Minister has brought this
dmendment.

But one thing I want to point out to him is about ()
Which runs as, “if the aggregate area of lands in . actual
Occupation of an Adhiar exceeds 10 bighas, then the Adhiar
shall not be evicted from a minimum area of 10 bighas as
selected by him (Adhiar), uuntil he has been provided with
and of equivalent value in the locality”.

If a cultivator occupies more than 10 bighas, he can be
evicted from the excess of the 10 bighas. In many cases we
nd that an Adhiar takes land to an extent of 3 or 4
ighas from several landlords. It is not clear who will take
Possession of the excess land from an Adhiar who occupies

More than 10 bighas. It would have been better if that point
- Would have been made clear.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Motion moved
Adhiars’ Protection and Regulation (
be taken into consideration.

i1s that the Assam
Amendment) Bill, 1957

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister,
Speaker, Sir, I thank the hon. Friends
have offered. I will reply to some

Revenue) : Mr. ,
for the suggestions they
of the points raised.

My TFriend, Shri Radhika Ram Das, wanted some
information with regard to the ten bighas of land, The Bill
brovides that the aggregate area of land in actual occupa-
tion of an Adhiar does not exceed 10 bighas, he will be allowed
© keep 10 bighas; but if it exceeds 10 bighas, only 10 bighas
will be allowed to remain in hijs occupation, the rest will
be resumed. In any case, 10 bighas, must remain with an
Adhiar. I admit that there are some loopholes and we want

o do away with those loopholes and the definition for personal
fesumption will do away with the loopholes. -

As regards the provision for

minors and widows, some
of my Friends have taken objectio

n but thisis exactly what



1229 THE ASSAM ADHIARS’ PROTECTION AND REGU- [297H Juxg,
LATION (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1957

the Planning Commission wants. We have provided this
because if a cultivator dies whose total possession of land at
the time of death was 10 or 12 bighas, he dies leaving
behind a widow and a minor son. What they will do?
They cannot cultivate the land themselves, they will let out

to others.

Shri NILMONEY BARTHAKUR (Dibrugarh) : That
is not our point. What we wanted is that the definition of
widow is not appropriate, becausc the widow may have g
number of relatives, some of whom are able-bodied men,
They can take up the cultivation of the land of the widow,
Of course, the case of a destitute widow Is different. We wang
definition of minor and widow so that they cannot misuse the

provision,

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) : 1 want
my Friend to consider all the points. Now, there are two sides,
one is landlord and the other is Adhiar. There must always be
some marginal cases. We have provided 10 bighas but one
Adhiar may have 12 bighas in his possession ; we will have to
take away the excess of the two bighas from him. Notl‘nng can
be done with these two bighas. So, there will be marginal cases
always. A statute cannot be provided for all these marginal
cases. In drafting all pros and cons arc considered and a
via media is cut. In case of widows and minors there may
be some marginal cases.

~ As regards minors and widows, I give an instance. There
is a widow who has a total arca of 10 bighas of l.and. She
has a minor son. They come of an agricultural family. After
5 years the son comes of age'but the land is in occupation of
an Adhiar., If the Adhiar cannot be evicted, the family will
suffer. So the provision is there at the insistence of the Plan.
ning Commission and we also think it as a salutory measure.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. Member wants definition qp
widow and minor,

Shri HARESWAR DAS: That is given in the genera]
clauses Act. No other definiticn is necessary.

Genera}ly, when a minor attains 18 years of age he can
take possession of the land but if he is a school-going or college-

going student, in that case as he cannot do personal supervision

oz

Zoxzp.,
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of the land, the age limit in his case is extended to 25 years of
age. In other cases, definition of a minor will be guided by the
general clauses Act.

Then, about the definition of personal cultivation, we have
taken that definition from the Five-Year Plan, for the sake of
uniformity in India. But no definition can be provided for
marginal cases. To give effect to this Act; we want the
co-operation of the hon. Members. I see that inside the House
Members are very willing to co-operate and I hope, they will
equally co-operate outside the House.

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Palashbari): I want
clarification of one point. Supposing an Adhiar occupies 20
bighas of land belonging to four landlords and all the landlords

give notice for resumption of all the land, what will happen
then?

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) : That is
a point from the side of the landlords and it will be regulated
by rules that prior application should be considered first and
latter application should be considered later.

Shri GOPESH NAMASUDRA [Patharkandi (Reserved

for Scheduled Castes)|: Physical 43 mental disability ¥ts
fF za?

Shri HARESWAR DAS : When personal supervisibn 18
not possible, say in the case a man who suffers from T, B. or
some other serious disease, or he suffers from physical or mental
disability, in that case he gets exemption. Butin the case of
a man who loses a hand and is able to supervise personally, he
may not get the exemption.

Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh): The
point is whether physical or mental disability also-means a
person who is down with malaria for a week and gives a
medical certificate or a man who temporarily suffers from
mental disorder and gives a certificate from a physician will
also be exempted ? I think, unless the physical or mental
disability is of a permanent nature no exemption should be
allowed.

Shri HARESWAR DAS: My Friend has missed my point.
A man is not required to engage himself for the entire 12
months in the year in cultivation, If the man is temporarily ill
that does not mean very much, he will not get the exemption.
In case of permanent or semi-permanent disability, he will get
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exemption. The point is: is he able to do personal supervi-
sion.

Mr. SPEAKER : The question is that the Assam Adhiars’
Protection and Regulation (Amendment) Bill, 1957, be taken
Into consideration.

(The Motion was adopted.)

The Assam Betterment Fee and Mooring Tax (Dibrugarh)
(Amendment) Bill, 1957

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue): Mr,
Speaker, Sir, I beg to introduce the Assam Betterment Fee and
Mooring Tax (Dibrugarh) (Amendment) Bill, 1957.

Mr. SPEAKER : The Motion moved is that the Assam
Betterment Fee and Mooring Tax (Dibrugarh) (Amendment)
Bill, 1957, be introduced.

(After a pause)

The question is : '
That the Assam Betterment Fee and Mooring Tax
(Dibrugarh) (Amendment) Bill, 1957 be introduced.

(The Motion was adopted.)

Shri HARESWAR DAS: I beg to move that the Assam
Betterment Fee and Mooring Tax (Dibrugarh) (Amendment)
Bill, 1957 be taken into consideration.

Mr. SPEAKER : The Motion moved is :

That the Assam Betterment Fee and 'I\/Iooril'lg.dTax
(Dibrugarh) (Amendment) Bill, 1957 be taken into considera-

tion.

Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh): Ng
Speaker, Sir, the Bill which has been introduced, as an amenl"
ment to the principal Act has a far-reaching consequence. It
refuses to Tecognise some of the basic rights of the people,
namely, therightsof the people to receive benefit from the
taxes and revenue paid to the Government, the rights of the
people to get the services for the fee paid to the Government,
and above all, the right of the people to claim protection from
natural calamities. The Hon’ble Minister piloting this Bill seems
to be playing with words, For example, the word “revetment’
of the principal Act has been done away with and in its place
the words “flood protection work” are sought to be introduced,
The term “flood protection work ** as explained here connotes
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protection from floods as well as from erosions. So this inter-
pretation of the expression *““flood protection” is very far-reach-
ing and strectched to the extent to include spurs that were
provided as a measurc. of protection from erosion by the river.
It is true that spurs may help in diverting the current of a river
or a stream. ‘T'hey may also slow down the velocity of the
current but they can never be a flood protection measure.
Nobody heard of spurs and revetment serving as a measure
to control, check or protect from floods. Neither has any-
body heard of *‘flood protection work™ stopping or checking
erosion. Sir, the definition is of such a nature as that “‘oranges”
may mean bananas, mangoes, pine-apples or any other variety
of fruits. Government have admitted that the revetment proved
to be a failure and the other measures that have been under-
taken for the protection of the town from erosion are yet to
prove their worth.  During the time of introduction of the
Bill in 1953, there was a discussion on the point whether
revetment was going to result in anything which would hel
protcction of Dibrugarh town from erosion. We hoped then
that the revetment would succeed and the erosion of the Dibru-
garh town would be checked but unfortunately we found that
the crosion could not be checked and the mighty Brahmaputra
washed every part of this revetment. The big erosion of 1954
had rendered several hundreds of families in the town homeless,
It tock away three of the municipal wards including a great
many Government buildings and the best part of the town.
It was expected of Government that they would come to the
rescuc of the people and would give them protection and would
rehabilitate them. But instead the Government secks to tax
them to the point of extinction. Now, Sir, this Bill is brought
to amend the principal Act in order to oppress those unfortu-
nate people—the victims of erosion—whom the Government
refused to rescue and rehabilitate. This Bill is most oppressive,
if we look to the very principles on which the Bill is based.
The whole protection work is financed from the Five-Year Plan
pool. _Now, to finance the Plans, Government had to rely on
the savings from the revenue, taxation, public loans and deficit
financing. For such resources, in the last analysis, the people
have been made to pay. Drawing on this common pool of
finances, Government have financed the different programmes
and projects in their hands. We find here a different case of
going in for double taxation. Once the people have been taxed
in order to finance the different projects which have been under-
taken by Government. But after the projects have been under-
taken and have been under way, another Bill is sought to be
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passed to tax the people further.  So, I think this is a gross
abuse of the principle of taxation. Even the Taxation Enquiry
Commission recommended that those States which have not
been favoured with benefits from the implementation of the
different projects and schemes under the Plans, should be
exempted from the burden of taxation. But we find that these
recommendations have been flouted. In this Bill we find that
the rate of taxation is 5 per cent of the total prcscntvalue of
property to be paid annually in order that the value of the
entire property, at its present price, may be l'cc_ov:-crcd_ in 20
years. That means within 20 years persons living in four
zones of Dibrugarh will have to pay the entire value of their
property to the Government. From whatever angle one judges,
the longevity of a middle class house is only 20 to 25 years, and
during that period, the owner will have to pay the entire_value
of that property to the Government in the form of tax. This 15
the case of a jealous and malicious person, who finding a poor
friend of his in an improvised hovel, plans to rob him of tha_t
also like the legendary giant sharing the prosperity of his dwarf
friend all to bimself, leaving all the miseries to bim. The poor
indigenous people of Dibrugarh are labouring hard or are
borrowing to make their shelter and the Government instead of
helping them, want to realise the entire value of the land and
house in 20 years’ time as tax. It is not only absurd but
abominable. So, if this Bill is passed, people will have to leave
the town of Dibrugarh and take shelter somewhere _e}lse. The
people have not been able to pay even the municipal taxes
which is only 13} per cent of the annual rental value,
and sometimes, it so happens that the property ha_d to be
attached for the realisation of taxes. The Bill may suit a few
rich persons, particularly from the commercial class. Such
people may be in a position to pay this tax. But the overwhelm-
ing majority of the pcople cannot pay such a tax. The tax 18
very high, and if the people are to pay the entire value of pro-
perty in 20 vyears, they will be forced to believe that it 1s a
crime to own a house. Nobody can say whether this system O
protection will succeed or not because the recent floods have
shown that the nose spur No.4 has been washed away. There
was some amount of erosion also just in front of the court build-
ing. Sir, the Government want us to pay for an experimental,
uncertain and dubious undertaking. This means that Govern-
ment want the people to pay a tax for a project which is not
very sure to succeed. We are asked to investin a bank which
is already on the rum, ie., in the bank of Brahmaputra. I,
therefore, request that the present Bill should not be taken into

oY Tt
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consideration. I therefore be g to move that this Bill be circu-
lated for eliciting public opinion thereon by 30th September,
1957. I am sure of the nature of public opinion that will come
from the people of Dibrugarh. 1 am fully confident that the
people of Dibrugarh will be united ‘to a man’ and that they
will give a verdict that this Bill is very oppressive and that they
are not in a position to pay the tax. If we judge from the basic
principles also it is unwise for a State to tax the people irrespec-
tive of the quantum of benefit that the people living in diffe-
rent zones may derive from the schemes and projects launched
by Government. Now what benefit the people of Dibrugarh
have got? 'They have lost their property and they have lost
the best portion of their lands and for good. Somehow or
other, some of them have subsequently built their shelters in
the outskirts of the town. Sir, these affected people have lost
in aggregate properties worth Rs. 80 to 90 lakhs. Now a great
number of them live in temperary shelters, bu: surprisingly
enough, these poor unfortunate people who are now living in
temporary shelters in the outskirts of the town are sought to
be taxed instead of being helped. What will happen to them if
they are to pay the tax? Naturally these unfortunate people

will be forced to sell their belongings and everything they

have in their possession now; and to what plight these people

will then be put to? Sir, you can easily imagine. So I
request the Government that the best thing for them to do
in this direction is to circulate this Bill for eliciting public

opinion, not only from Dibrugarh but from the other parts
of the State as well.

Now, Sir, the Central Government have not allotted any
major project to Assam in the two Plan periods. The oil
refinery is sought to be taken away. The railways are where they
stood during the British period, rather they have deteriorated.
The Union Government have utterly failed to help us to establish
basic industries for which there is a tremendous potentiality in
our State, even though this strategically situated frontier State,
gives to the people of India, that golden liquid—oil—and an im-
portant foreign currency earner—tea, We have been completely
neglected.  We have not been given anything except a mite—
the protective measures for Dibrugarh—and for that we have to
pay them extra. ‘The people of Dibrugarh cannot pay such
a tax, and if I have been able to judge them correctly, will not
pay such a tax.  But even this scheme is not a definite propo-
sition. Unless a permanent division for Dibrugarh Town
Protection is created, I am sure, we shall not be able to protect
Dibrugarh town from the clutches of the mighty Brahmaputra,
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Sir, at present erosion is continuing on the north-eastern parts
of the town ; so unless we can extend the town protection mea-
sures at least 10 miles to the north-castern part of
Dibrugah town, the mighty Brahmaputra may again form a
cavity near a place in Maijan, Mathala and Nagaguli arcas and
thereby the intruding main stream of the river may wash the
whole town of Dibrugarh away. So Sir, I say that instead of
taxing the people, with the help of this preposterous and oppres-
sive piece of legislation, Government should have thought of
taking up certain permancnt measurcs in consultation with
experts and engineers to find out ways and means to protect
Dibrugarh town and to save the people from such calamities 11
future by sealing the possibility of any danger of cavity forma-
tion towards the north-eastern part of Dibrugarh town. Wit
these words, I request the Government that the Bill in question
be circulated for eliciting public opinion by 30th of Septem-

ber, 1957.
Myr. SPEAKER : I have one sugge

behalt. It will be convenient for the
move their Motions before they speak so tl
able to follow the points and it will be also convenient for Fhe
Speaker to watch that the hon. Member is speaking according
to rules of procedure. So in future the Mover should first
move his Motion and make his observations later.

The amendment moved is that the Assam Betterment I'ee
and Mooring Tax (Dibrugarh) (Amendment) Bill, 1957 be
circulated for eliciting public opinion thereon by 30th of Sep-
tember, 1957.

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) : I\Ir.
Speaker, Sir, I am sorry, I am unable to accept this an_'lend-
ment. Now my Iriend, Shri Borthakur, has entirely miscon-
ceived the scope of this Bill. This Bill is not a taxation
measure, there is a great deal of difference between fee and tax.
This is a betterment fee, that is, money realised for servic€
rendered. Secondly, Sir, my Friend attacks the fundamental
principles of the Act itself, that no fee should be realised......

Mr. SPEAKER : That is why I do not know what he 1S

speaking about.

Shri HARESWAR DAS: That is the difficulty. He
has contradicted himself. He speaks against the fundamental
of the Act itself and not this Bill. My Friend has

stion to make in this
House if the M_ovc:rs
iat the House will be

rinciples

said that the Act is misconceived and therefore, the Act should

T,

T
ot il
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not be there, but the Act is already there. My Friend is to con-
finc his speech to the amending Bill but he attacks the Act,

which he cannot do. He being a new Member, I did not like
to interrupt him then

------

Mr. SPEAKER: Nor could I because the Mover of the
amendment had not moved his Motion.

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue): By moving
this amendment he accepts the principle of the Bill and hence
he contradicts himself when he opposes the main principle of
the Act, which is sought to be amended. This Bill may be
accepted or rejected but still the Act will be there.  Within the
scope of the Bill nobody can say whether it is right or not to
thereon realise......

Mr. SPEAKER : That is the point which you need not
labour, That is a matter of procedure. Will the Hon’ble
Minister confine his observations and reply to the points raised
by the : over ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS: Then I finish here, Sir.
unable to accept the amendment.

Mr. SPEAKER: The question is that the Assam Better-
ment Fee and Mooring Tax (Dibrugarh) (Amendment) Bill,

1957 be circulated for the purpose of eliciting public opinion
by the 30th September, 1957,

I am

The House divided with the following result—

AYES—18
1. Shri Birendra Kumar Das 10. Shri Larsingh Khyriem
9. Shri Emeron Momin 11. Shri Mathias Tudu
3. Shri Ghanashyam Talukder 12. Md. Matlebuddin
4. Shri Gopesh Namasudra 13. Shri Mody K. Marak
5. Shri Harrison Momin 14. Shri Nilmoney Borthakur
6. Mr. Henry Cotton 15. Shri Pakhirai Deka
1. Shri Hiralal Patwary 16

. Kumar Prokritish Chandra
Barua.

8. Maulavi Jahan Uddin Ahmed 17. Maulavi Sahadat Ali

9. Rev. J. J. M. Nichols-Roy 18. Capt. Williamson A. Sangma -
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1. Shri Bishnu Ram Medhi
. Shri Siddhi Nath Sarma
. Shri Moti Ram Bora

2
3
4, Shri Rup Nath Brahma
5. Shri Debeswar Sarmah
6

. Shri Kamakhya Prasad Tripa-
thi.

. Shri Hareswar Das
8. M. Moinul Haque Choudhnry
9. Shri Chatrasing Teron

10, Shri Purnananda Chetia

11. Shri Mohi Kanta Das

12. Shri Girindra Nath Gégoi

13. Mrs. Usha Barthakur
14. Dr. Ghanashyam Das

15. Shri Mahendra Nath Haza-
rika

16. Shri Indreswar Khaund
17. Shri Khelhoshe Sema
18. Mr. A. Thanglura

19. Shri Baikuntha Nath Das

20. Shri Bhuban Chandra Pra-
dhani

21. Shri Bishnu Lal Upadhyaya
22. Shri Biswadev Sarma

23. Shri Dandeswar Hazarika
24. Shri Dandi Ram Dutta

95 Shri Devendra Nath Hazarika

NOES—62

26.
27,

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.
47.
48.

49,

Shri Durgeswar Saikia

Shri  Dwijesh Chandra Deb
Sarma.

Shri Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed
Shri Harinarayan Baruah

Shri Hem Chandra Chakra-
varty.

Mrs. Jyotsna Cnanda

Shri Kamala Prasad Agar-

wala.

Shri K hagendra Nath Nath

 Prof. (Shrimati) Komol Ku-

mari Barua

5 Shri Lalit Kumar Daley

. Shri Lila Kanta Borah

Shrimati Lily Sen Gupta

. Shri Mahadev Das

Maulavi Mahammad Idris
Shri Manik Chandra Das
Shri Mohananda Bora

Shri Mohidhar Pegeo

Shri Molia Tati

Shri Nanda Kishore Sinha
Shri Narendra Nath Sarma
Maulavi Nurul Islam i
Shri Omeo Kumar Das \:

Shrimati Padma Kumari Go.
hain

Charan Choy.

Shri Radha
dhury.
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NOES
50. Sh;:i Radha Kishan Khemkn 56. Shri Sai Sai Terang
51, Shri Radhika Ram Das 57. Shri Sarbeswar Bordoloi
52. Maulavi Rahimuddin Ahmed 58. Shri Satsuo Angami
53. Shri Ram Nath Das 59. Shri Surendra Nath Das
54. Shri Ramnath Sarma 60. Shri Tajammul Ali Barlaskar
55. Dr. Ram Prasad Chaubey 61. Maulavi Tajuddin Ahmed

62. Shri Tankeswar Chetia

(The amendment was lost.)

Myr. SPEAKER : The question is that the Assam Better.

ment Fee and Mooring Tax (Dibrugarh) (Amendment) Bill,
1957 be taken into consideration.

(The Motion was adopted.)

The Assam Fixation of Ceiling on Land Holdings (Amend-
moent) Bill, 1957

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Revenue Minister): Mr.
Speaker, Sir, I beg 1o move that the Assam Fixation of Ceiling
on Land Holdings (Amendment) Bill, 1957, be introduced.

(The Bill was introduced.)

Shri HARESWAR DAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move
that the Assam Fixation of Ceiling on Land Holdings (Amend-
ment) Bill, 1957, be taken into consideration.

Mr. SPEAKER : The Motion moved is that the Assam
Fization of Ceiling on Land Holdings (Amendment) Bill, 1957,
be taken into consideration. ‘
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Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh): |
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I want to make certain observations on this f
Bill. We are really surprised to find that the Government
have come forward with an amending Bill before the principal
Act is put into operation. It is stated in the Statement of Objects
and Reasons that certain amendments to the Act are necessary !
after discussion with the Planning Comnission. We expected,
therefore, that the amendments will be in a progressive
direction. _

But, Sir, there are some provisions in the amending Bill
which will certainly protect the landlords and not the tenants. |
For example, here we find in clause 4 which runs as follows :— |

I — _—

“‘Provided that where the person holds orchard lands,
the aforementioned limit shall be increased by the ”actual area
of the orchard, subject to a maximum of 30 bighas.

It means that an additional 30 bighas of land will be given
to a landlord who wants to keep the land 1n tl}c name of
orchard. In Assam we have orchards whose area 15 not more
than 50 to 60 bighas of land. So, there is no necessity to |
give more lands to orchard owners whose maximum will now
go to 180 bighas of land, according to the provision of the
present amending Bill.

Then, Sir, we find both in this Bill and in the Adbhiars’
Protection Bill that the economic holdings have been brought
to 10 bighas. But the land which can be resumed by
a landlord has been raised to 100 bighas. Therefore, Sl%‘,
I would like to say that in the case of Iandlord.s the economic |
holding has been fixed at 100 bighas, and 1In the case of §
a tenant under the landlord the economicC holding hgg
been fixed at 10 bighas only. So there 1s apparently
a discrepancy which goes against the legitimate interest of the
tenants.

T —
SSIEETEY. s

The area to be allowed to be retained by a tenant shoulq
be raised to at least 15 or 16 bighas.

Then, Sir, here again a special provision has been made fo,
persons subject to any physical or mental disability. I woulg
like to observe that there may be a temporary or a permaneng
disability—physical or mental. A person suffering from Malarija,
Dysentry or In_ﬂuenza may be described to be physically disabled.
But clearly, Sir, a person may quickly recover from such
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a temporary disability and in thag case 1t would be wrong to
exempt that person from the operation of the relevant section
of the Piincipal Act. So, Sir, with such changes effected in the
Bill, it will receive the support of the vast masses of the
peasantry. With these quahﬁ.catlons, I am fully in agreement
with the Bill. It should be given effect to as early as possible.

Maulavi JAHAN UDDIN AHMED (Bilasipara) : Mz,
Speaker, Sir, 1 would ‘ike to speak a few words in connection
with this Bill. My Friend, Shri Borthakur, has referred to certain

defects in the Bill, and 1 propose to add only a few words
more.

There appears to be certain irregularities in respect of
clause 4 which says, “Provided that where the person holds
orchard lands, the aforementioned limit shall be increased by
the actual area of the orchard, subject to a maximum of
30 bighas.” Sir, we do not know why the Government ig SO
anxious to add these 30 bighas of land when they have made the
fixation of ceiling on land holdings at 150 bighas. This means
that the total ceiling on land holding will be raised to 180 bighas
for a certain class of people enjoying privileges. May be some
Deputy Ministers or Ministe.rs having some orchards are sought
to be given protection by this proviso. In my Opinion, under no
circumstances, fixation of the ceiling on land holding should be
allowed to rise beyond 150 bighas. T am sorry to note that this

rovision has been incorporated only with a’view o give some

benefit to landlords who are already in possession of sufficient
lands.

Then again with regard to  benami transfer, it has been
provided under sub-section (2) of clause 4 thus

“No benams: transfer, including usufructuary mortgage
made after the twelfth day of November, 1955, shall be akan
into account in determining the limit up to which the transferor
shall be entitled to hold lands under sub-section (1) sk

That means that benami transfer, includine usufructuary

)
mortgage made after the twelfth day of November, 1955 will be
excluded. But I do not know }Nhy this should be so. Because
some of them may be mortgaging their lands under certain
compelling circumstances. So this provision is not intelligible
to me.



1234 THE ASSAM FIXATION OF CE!LING ON LAND [291H Juse,
HOLDINGS (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1957

Then again regarding benami transfer, the definition of
benami transfer is not clear. In case of Muslims, property
made over to wives on marriage may also come under the jpur-
view of this Bill. It may come or it may not. This is not ex-
plicitly stated here. So this requires clarification. Because
in case of Maharwana, the property goes exclusively to the wife.
Over such property no family ieinber can exercise any right
of property. So the definition of Benamdar should be clearly
stated.
We expect, the Hon’ble Minister, when he brings the
amendment for discussion, would be pleased to make necessary
amendment to this effect.

With these words, Sir, I beg to resume my seat, and 1 hope
the Hon’ble Minister will amend the Bill in the light of the
suggestions given.

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue): Mr.
Speaker, Sir, the point raised by my Friend, Maulavi _Jahan Uddin
Ahmed, regarding benami transfer is not clear to mec as I coul’q
not exactly follow him. If the land is transferred for “den mohar”
then that is not a benami transfer ; it is not a benami
transaction. But now we want to amend this section. Section
4, sub-section (2)—we want to amend. The section as 1t stands
at present, presents certain legal complications ; so we want to
amend. And in the amended section thesc difficulties will be

removed.

Moaulavi JAHAN UDDIN AHMED (Bilasipara) :
Regarding illegal transaction and mortgage ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS: My Friend does not seem to
have been able to follow me. fliegal transaction and mortgage,
everything comes under it. My Friend may %ook to CIa‘_‘lSC
4 of the amending Bill. The existing sub-scction of section
4 is sought to be substituted. Benami and other matters will
not be challenged, but the land concerned will be taken inte
account at the time of calculation of the ceiling. All
transactions will remain. ‘There are legal difliculties to
make a transaction null and void. We want to do away with
these difficultics. Whether a transaction is valid or invalid,
that will not be questioned or challenged now.

Shri FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED ( Jania): On a pomnt
of clarification, Sir, the objections raised by Maulavi Jahan Uddin
Ahmed are in the existing Act, where all the accounts of transfer
are included. While in case of the amending Bill, only Benomi

W —
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transactions will be taken into consideration. In the existing
Act all accounts to be transferred are taken, but the present
Bill secks to do away with it, only benami transactions will be
taken into counsideration.  So, Sir, the objections raised
by my Friend will be met by the amending Bill.

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) : Yes, Sir,
what my Friend wants to amend, we have already taken action
to amend it. So, further amendment will not be necessary,

My Friend, Mr. Borthakur, has said that we have accepted
10 bighas as an economic holding. This is correct. We have not
defined what is an economic holding. We have kept 10 bighas
with an Adhiar as the minimum area which should be kept
with him when a landlord resumes land. If more area than {)0
bighas is held by an Adhiar then that excess land can be

resumed for personal cultivation by the landlord., That is the
intention.

Another point I want to clear is that while fixine
ceiling we should not take any step which may lead to fall in
production. In case of an orchard it may so happen that 1,
breaking it up the production may fall. ~The Planning Com}:
mission suggests to fix ceiling in such a way that it does not
lead to fall in production in any State. It is generally found i
our State that orchards are confined to 30 bighas of landn
There may be a few above this limit. But if we breqk.
up such an  orchard in fixing the ceiling th:tn
the production is liable to fall. An orchard may contaj
mango trees, jackiruit trees, bettlenut trees, and so on. If l:l)n
| fixing the ceiling we take these fruit trees away and cut th
to make the land cultivable, the production will fall. So t}fm
’ cannot be allowed to be done. If we do it then we do ’sonzltt
, positive disservice to the State as a whole. ‘That is the princj ]g
why orchards are kept outside the ceiling, 2

the

Maulavi JAHAN UDDIN AHMED Bilasipaxra):
Hon’ble Minister has not understood my po(int. Ipd: a:l)o‘t w'ghf
| that any orchard should be divided. ~What I want to imprezs

is that including the orchard the muximum sh 1
at 150 bighas and not more. ould be fixed

Shri HARESWAR DAS :
that is what our Act provides
ceiling now.

I quite follow my Friend and
and we want to extend the

e
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Myr, SPEAKER : The question is that the Assam Fixation <
of Ceiling on Land Holdings (Amendment) Bill, 1957 be taken 2

into consideration.

(The Motion was adopted.) ‘

. A

The Assam Land and Revenue Regulation (Amendment)
Bill, 1957

Mr. SPEAKER: Therc is a message from the Governor
in this connection which I am reading out—

“T recommend under Article 207 (1) of the Constitution
of India that the Assam Land and Revenuc Regulation
(Amendment) Bill, 1957 be introduced and moved in the Assam

Legislative Assembly.””

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue): Mr.
Speaker, Sir, I beg to introduce the Assam Land and Revenue
Regulation (Amendment) Bill, 1957.

(The Bill was introduced.)

Sir, I beg to move that the Assam Lanc.l and Reyé:nue
Regulation (Amendment) Rill, 1957, be taken Into considera-

tion.

that the Assam

R: Th i i
Mr. SPEAKE e Motion moved 15) Bill, 1957, be

Land and Revenue Regulation (Amendment
taken into consideration.

(.4J ter a ﬁausg)

The question is that the Assam Land and Revenue Regu-
lation (Amendment) Bill, 1957 be taken into consideration.

(The Motion was adopted.)
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Before I call upon Shri Brahma to move the next Bill
Iwant to clear two points raised by the Revenue Minister
during his observation of the Bill. The first is about the scope
of discussion on the Bill. It is clearly mentioned in Assembly
Rule 62 (1) that on the day on which any such motion is made,
or on ary subsequent day to which the discussion is postponed,
the principle of the Bill and its general provisions may be
discussed, but the details of the Bill must not be discussed
further than is necessary to explain its principle. This Bill is
an amending Bill and not the original Act. So, when an
amending Bill is moved the discussion under this rule shall have

to be confined to this Bill and not the original Act to which
this amending Bill is moved.

The second point he said is that if a Motion is moved for
cliciting public opinion then the mover is committed to the prin-
ciple of the Bill.  But it is not because it is a dilatory Motion
and its purpose is evident. It is the procedure also in the Central
Assembly that if a Motion for circulating a particular Bill for
public opinion is passed by an Assembly, the Assembly is not
committed to this—for principle of that Bill. Therefore, the
point raised by the Revenue Minister does not hold water.

The Assam Repealing Bill, 1957

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, Judicial): Mr.
Speaker, Sir, I beg to introduce the Assam Repealing Bill, 1957,

(The Bill was introduced.)

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that the Assam Repealj
Bill, 1957, be taken into consideration. e+

Mr. SPEAKER: The Motion moved is that the Assam
Repealing Bill, 1957, be taken into consideration.

(The Motion was put and adopted.)
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The Assam Land Revenue Reassessment (Amendment)
Bill, 1957 3

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) : Sir, I beg g
to introduce the Assam Land Revenuc Reassessment (Amend- 3
ment) Bill, 1957.

(The Bill was introduced.)
Sir, I beg to move that the Assam [.and Revenue Reassess-
ment (Amendment) Bill, 1957 be taken into consideration.

Mr. SPEAKER : The Motion is that tllCﬂ Assam Land
Revenue Reassessment  (Amendment) Bill, 1957, be taken
into consideration.

(The Motion was put as a question and was adopted.)
Maulavi JAHANUDUIN AHMED (Bilasipara): Sir, I

gave notice of a Motion for circulating the Bill to elicit public
opinion. I want to speak on it.

Mr. SPEAKER : The Bill is alrcady adopted and you
cannot take part now.

Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED: Sir, I thought I would
be called to speak on it as I gave notice of a Motion.

Mzx. SPEAKER : That is not the practice. If the 1}02‘;
Member had any Motion., he should have risen 11 his pla
to move it.

The Assam Municipal (Validation of Elections) Bill, 1957

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister, Local.S_elf~
Government): Sir, I beg to move that the Assam Municipal
(Validation of Elections) Bill, 1957, be introduced.

The reasons for introducing of the Bill, is as follows:—

Sub-section (1) of Section 17 of thé Assam Municipal Act
provides the period within which the general elections of
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Municipal Boards are to be held and completed and there is no
law by which extension of time can be given to hold the elec-
tions beyond the period so laid down.

The General Election of Jorhat Municipal Board was to
have been held and completed within the 24th December 1956,
The Magistrate-in-charge of the Election duly fixed the 27th
day of November 1956 as the election date. But it so happened
that in preparing and publishing the 1_)|‘elunm:u‘y electoral rolls,
the names of certain persons were omitted. The persons con-
cerned duly submitted their claims to_lh(‘ Magistrate but the
latter dismissed their claims ex-party without giving mnotice to
them as required under rule 12 of the Municipal Election
Rules. In consequence thereof, the aggrieved persons filed a
case in the High Court. In making absolute the ryle obtained
by the petitioners, the High Court issued telegraphic' direction
to the Magistrate on _2~1-Lh NO\'L‘ll'lbt’l‘ 1956 to hear t.h(.: claims
and dispose of objections according to law after giving due
notice as required under the rules and then to proceed to
publish finally the electoral rolls and hold the election accor-
the General
Election of the Jorhat Municipal Board scheduled on 27th
November 1456 was mnot he'd. This has necessitated holding
of the Board’s general election on a fresh date, But the
circumstances so exist that it was found impossible to hold and
complete the election within the statutory period, 1, e., within
the 24th December 1956. On the advice of Legal Remem-
brancer, Government had to take recourse to the issue of the
Assam Municipal (Va}idatmn .of Electtons). Ordinance, 1957 for
the purpose of extending the time for holding the general election
of the Board and the aforesaid Ordinance was promulgated.,
On the strength of the Ordinance a Notification has been
issued by Government fixing the 9th day of September

) : 1957 ag
the date for holding the election of the Board and the
Magistrate has also been directed to take such steps as would be

necessary to hold the election on the date so fixed.

Ordinance shall lapse after six weeks from the date of re
bly of the Legislature.

But the
-asseni-

Hence, the Bill, is introduced.

Mr. SPEAKER : The Motion moved is that the Assami
Municipal (Validation of Elections) Bill, 1957, be introduced.

(The Bill was introduced.)
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Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister, Local Self-
Government) : Sir, I beg to move that the Assam Municipal
(Validation of Elections) Bill, 1957 be taken into consideration.

Mr. SPEAKER : The Motion moved is that the Assam
Municipal (Validation of Elections) Bill, 1957, be taken into
consideration,

(The Motion was put as a question before the House and
was adopted.)

The Assam Roads Communication Board

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister, Public Works
Department) : Sir, I beg to move that this Asse mbly recom-
mends that the Assam Roads Communication Board be
constituted to advise Government in the matter of 1'oadddcl\;'e-
lopment in the State with the following members an _tlat
they (members) do hold office for the life time of this Legisla-
tive Assembly:—

1. Minister, Public Works Departinent ... Chairman.

2. Chief Engineer (Roads & Buildings) Ex-officio Member.

3. Additional Chief Engineer {(Roads & Build- ..- Do.

ings).

43 Ch.iei.)EngineCF (Flood Control and Irriga- Do.
tion).

Secretary of the

5. Deputy Chief Engineer or in his absence ey

Assistant Chief Engineer (Roads and
Buildings).

6-17. Twelve members to be elected by the
Members of the Legislative Assembly.

Members elected.

18-21. Four members to be nominated by the ... Members nominat-

Govt_arm.ncnt to represent Local Bodies, ed.
special interest, or area, which does not
find representation in the Board through

election.
992 G}I;alrman or representative of the Assam ... Do.
Chre}nch of Indian Tea Association.
23. airman or representative of the Assam ... Do

Branch of Assam Planters Association.

24-25, Two members (one member of Lok Sabha ... Members co-opted,
and one member of Rajya Sabha from
Assam) to be‘ Co-opted by the Government

at _tht? mstance of the Government of
India in non-voting capacity.
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Mr. SPEAKER: The Motion moved is that this Assem-
bly recommends that the Assam Roads Communication Board
be constituted to advise Government in the matter of road
development in the State with the following members and that

they (members) do hold office for the life time of this Legisla-
tive Assembly.

1. Minister, Public Works Department

Chairinan.

2. Chief Engineer (Roads & Buildings) Ex-officio Member.

3. Additional Chiefl Engineer {Roads & Build- ... Do.
ings).

4. Chief Engineer (Flood Control

and Irriga- ... Do.
tion).
5. Deputy Chief Engineer or in his absence ... Secretary of the
Assistant Chief Engineer (Roads and Build- Board.
ings).
6-117.

Twelve members to be elected by the Mem- ... Members elected.
bers of the Legislative Assembly.

18.21. Four members to be nominated by the ... Members nomina-
Government to represent Local Bodies, ted.
special interest, or area, which does not find
representation in the Board through election.

22. Chairman or representative of the Assam ... Do.
Branch of Indian Tea Association.

23. Chairman or representative of the Assam .. Do.
Branch of Assam Planters Association.

24-25. Two members (one member of Lok Sabha ... Members
and one member of Rajya Sabha from opted.
Assam) to be co-cpted by the Government

at the instance of the Government of India
in non-voting capacity.

CcO-

(The Motion was put as a question and was adopted).
(after a pause)

Then we come to Private Members’ Business. Now, there
remains only one minute, so I adjourn the House till 2 p. M.

Adjournment
The Assembly was then adjourned for lunch till 2 p, M,

gy
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(After lunch). :
(The Deputy Speaker in the Chair).

Point of orders raised by Maulavi Jahan Uddin Ahmed /

that he was not callied by the Chair to move his {
Amendment to a Bill ‘

Maulavi JAHAN UDDIN AHMED (Bilasipara): Mr.
Deputy Speaker, Sir, I would like to raise a point of order
regarding the procedure of moving the amendment
consideration of the Bill comes. Sir, I would like very much
to have a ruling on this poiat from the Chair. In this con-
nection I beg to say that previcusly. 1 mean the previous
Legislative Asscmbly in Assam beginning from the year 1937
to 1945 when I was a member of this House, we were gene--
rally given some opportunity of moving the amendment yvhen.a
Bill is moved for consideration. Sir, it a Melp}?e_r gives In
writing any motion for amendment cither for eliciting public
opinion or for referring the Bill to a Select Committee,
generally, the Member is given an opportunity by the Speakt_ar,
to move the amendment.  Sir, there is no pardicular rule 1n
this regard.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : I want to cut short. Is it nota
reference to the Motion fixed for to-day ? I think, you did not
catch the Speaker’s eye, that is, you did not give any notce of !
it at the consideration stage.

when the

v - ot

LB BT

a
e

Maulavi JAHAN UDDIN AHMED: Let me explain
this, Sir. Previously, if an hon. Member would give something
in writing to the Hon’ble Speaker, it was our experience that the
hon. Member was called by the Speaker as to whether he
would like to move his amendment, that is, some latitude 1s given
to that particular Member who has given notice of amendment
in writing. That was a convention. Anyway, Sir, I shall be
very much obliged if an opportunirty is given to the hon. Mem-
ber who gives something in  writing previously. .1

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : When a motion for consi-
deration comes, generally the Member should immediately rise,
if he has not given any notice of it. Of course, it 1S NOW passe |
away, and if something was given in writing, that is waived out 3
now. There is no question of convention.

&
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Maulavi JAHAN UDDIN AHMED (Bilasipara:) There is
no definite procedure regarding this.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes, you should catch the
Speaker’s eye.

Maulavi JAHAN UDDIN AHMED : There

is no con-
vention, Sir.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Whether the hon. Member had
given any notice ?

Maulavi JAHAN UDDIN AHMED: Yes, Sir.

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER : I think, this refers to the matter
when the Speaker was present in the morning session. So I
am sorry, 1 cannot give any ruling.

Maulavi JAHAN UDDIN AHMED: Sir, some latitude
should be given in future and I like that in future a conven-
tion may be crecated by calling upon the Member as to
whether he will move the amendment as it was done pre-
viously and that is the convention.

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, Medical):
Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, so far as we remember on this side,
sufficient time was given to the hon, Member,
Speaker paused for some time.
at that time to rise and speak.

because, the
It was up to the hon. Member

Maulavi JAHAN UDDIN AHMED: As
convention previously I expected that
would call me to speak.

there was
the Hon’ble Speaker

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister) : Sir, on ano ther
occasion, when Mr. Nilmoney Borthakur from Dibru-
garh wanted to send a Bill for eliciting public opinion, he
immediately rose and spoke and the matter was discussed.

Motion to consider food problem in the State

Shri HIRALAL PATWARY (Panery): Mr. Deputy
Speaker, .SII‘, I.beg to move that this Assembly do now take
into consideration the present food problem in the State.
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_ Sir, 9tatg AFCAIC FieA AN} AT AT TP Stz 0% Bfstg ufld
97 3tEifrae (SrdEd ST cFfe=......

«There are some movements of rice outside the State, and

a large scale of smuggling is taking place to Pakistan.”’
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CwEtTr 9T @Bl AfAFIfeT atws wiaie AREE it @s7 cetft it
g cIstAiE A w@auzm HAftw, ST coiatws AfRalET div-33 v TAB
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Shri RAMNATI_—I SARMA (Lumding) Is there any
ration. shop prevalent in the State at present ? ) i 8
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@313 2 70 4353 Ftawd Tihu s 771 @, Rice could not be supplied
a2 [{afT [@oaEtfEa Fad 3@ TEs @ T2 4 92 5 E T 42w
ez oS =3 o1 biSw wifaran | Ewizad gaed 72 S.D.O. 3 bl 4%

Tl |
““Subdivisional Officer, Mangaldai.

The transport charges allowed for this centre vide your
No. DMS. 8/56, dated 8th June 1957, are 162 Np. Therefore
the deduction should have been of Rs.145°80 Np and not
Rs.145'82 Np. Therefore the rice cannot be supplied.

© sd. Illigible,
G. S. Tihu,

12th June 19577,

Who will be responsible for that u:h.ether the Supply
Inspector of Mangaldai or the Subdivisional Officers O;f
Mangaldai or the Superintendent in-charge of Tihu Godowh

7% T@rel CliERiAd T4 Fion | Afsce i awAced Supply Inspec-
tora IS Fm A6 w77, fF7 atsrs steq AiAla | piea Blackmarket
wq | 4T orefcals S FHpiAT aFa Transfer iz 924, TG 43 390
F91 Tivw | wzeA v Aife faatad =7 |

NG teta sigAq T qwcd W Fe v, wdtunbla o m:gm
Q4TS Q@A BI%AT T brew | (7T «ff T Gl 9  oled
atfta 3F@ evaca AT frea) |

Shri DANDI RAM DATTA (Mangaldai): a7 I8
Cetdsq g1 21 Ttfacs 3= |

Shri HIRALAL PATWARY (Panery): 7939 &% e
it =@ @ oi%A 9gT dfdteacs aitw g | (2 11%2) .

fil 29%, TEI 72 59T TAT Fa FoifACR] @, TE GFF AT
AP AT FERA W At el gy wiEea 2ee Aved SeAMaS
@t 71 =T | WP caffens s of w7 Fria atztan, 6 «ta At iy
A3 | ASITS Al A% St AR W F5izs Fshal 29, Sfe 91F Wil
@i 7 FW AP ot Plgs Tits el wtfig 79 7 G2 929, Sy
EoY @ TI7) DIFITT_CATA AT oz iy mifs | otk Acet weat fifFEy
fers O TT FOUT_t2 e mgly Az, eEweaw v @6NMCE
o%,© 191 T 23 L 97 erq '
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FqATF AR, oA T AR W FEA TeA) Pu-anTE o, 37 11
T WA @ fa criem P EErs BedtvR @@ i) o s wifw
g gt czfata FfFcs o9 oowee ataez gias 8o 33 @ 3 A
4 eddiwa 3% w 7T Afa Sitsz wfF 47 9sir 1 920h 39 AT 39
o Ftare 72 GiNE wfEeEd sawaE  ANE TR @ e 3ifEEe o
dlFq tq) 95199 atta aedtics I79% Tow =T |

(A voice =1 3tz & =fm kst ?)

Besttwst apta Aftet | o1 T 1% AW wie I 1l @ Shhe
R firw 3fa sifafeeen Tz o3 s @ s 9y e caifEs )
Wty Bats  [@EAF eviction 7 AlMadrs o1®  f3A Rainy season
Stz | ©id wEws w7 Az za dfecs Eviction 3% sfin atcat, afw
Tolen Ffa A @12 NS FtEs Eviction #f3s7 31a7 =fvw ateet |

Shri HERESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) : iy o3
TR F {9 A

Shri HIRALAL PATWARY : (Panery) ©i% <) w4 wif
1 bz 418 1% B1T wICS oAl 77, fos wws? ©R Wy @b )|

TS
ega Beotr 27 fTw wmS AfEr v @f5 1 o Fwd food 7w
e T A2 FLA |

" Shri DANDI RAM DUTTA (Mangaldai) :  cig= csteag
Aty |

Shri HIRALAL PATWARY: ciga aiim =z, frw afom

Gafzta 41 B 4B IR BIBA A @ zacofom  siemr wim aifs ata |
Transport 7 cost Ftatet food 7 7l AT | 72 cafon sta-tars ahs cofism
efs q atzas Bif =M & esew, frs @l fate 4 wEEe L0 T firx
=iTat |

e ATS AT Fuan FFN_ B0 NS wme e woid T2y
g 7% F1AACA BAFlAT FAty Tl |

Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOS
Sir, may we know the name of the
sample of rice has been obtained ?

WAMI (Kamalpur):
dealer from whom this

Shri HIRALAL PATWARY : This sample was .given to
me by a certain consumer at Gauhati. ‘

Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI: Did the hon.
Member go to the shop himself ? |

Shri HIRALAL PATWARY :

It is the duty of the
Inspector to go to the shop.
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~ . Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur) :
What is. the name of the dealer ? KR

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : The hon. Member had said
that he obtained the sample from a certain consumer. -

(Voices—Why the hon. Member did not complain about
this at Gauhati ?)

Shri HIRALAL PATWARY (Panery): I am not
allowed to do that. It is for the consumer to go and complain_

. Shri RAMNATH SARMA (Lumding): When the
sample of rice has been given to the Hon’ble Minister, Supply in.
the Hc;use, why the name of the dealer is not also given in the

House: *

Shri HIRALAL PATWARY : Because I think that the
Hon’ble Supply Minister is concerned in this regard.

_(VofceJ:\aVlly that consumer did not go to get his rice freny

the Fair Price shops 2y ) 1

. Perhaps that consumer could not get his rice from the
fair price shops. .

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue): ~The
quality of the sample of rice brought by the hon. Mcmbf:l: is
not so bad, but because the hon. Member himself eats Joha rice.
so he says that the sample of rice he has brought is bad.

_ Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Supply):
What is the name of the dealer he has given ?

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon. Member does not
know the name of the dealer but the hon. Member has got the
sample from a certain consumer, vt

Dr. :G_HANASHYAM DAS (Deputy Minister) : When
the hon. Member has brought the sample of rice to the House,
why hf: cannot give the name of the dealer. In this case there
is suspicion that the rice is artificially blackened. If the name of
the dealer 13 given it will be easy on the part of Government to
make an enquiry and if necessary ‘the rice can also be medically
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Shri HIRALAL PATWARY (Panery) : Alright 1
will give the name tomorrow. : '

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Thehon. Member will give

the name of the dealer later on. 1

Shri HIRALAL PATWARY: Now regarding production
I am feeling shy...

(Voices:Why the hon. Member does not give suggestion ?)
I have given my suggestion to the House.

If necessary, i will give my suggestion to the Hon’ble Food
Minister and the Hon’ble Agriculture Minister because they
are the Ministers responsible.

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue): For
information of the hon. Member we haye made that reference.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : The Motion moved is that this

Assembly do now take into consideration the present food pro-
blem in the State.

Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY [ Cherrapunji
(Reserved for Scheduled Tribes)]: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir,
I was going to make a statement yesterday about the food
situation here in the United Khasi-Jaintia Hills, The position
is indeed very bad. We read in the papers that the food posi-
tion in other parts of the State also is not good at all. There
are scarcity areas almost everywhere on account of flood
drought and other factors. Here in the district of Khasi and
Jaintia Hills, famine conditions prevail in many parts of the
district. We have heard of the distress of the people for lack
of rice. From the border areas we set reports that people
are suffering terribly ; many of them do not get any rice to
cat. I shall read some of the letters, which state that the.
people are really in great distress,

Now, Sir, the Hon’ble Supply Minister met ettt
the public here in Shillong and nominated a Food Advisery
Committee ; that was about two months ago. The Food Advi-
sory Committec met in Shillong and discussed .this matter.
very seriously.  We stated that rice should go to all the villages.
The people In many villages in the interior do mnot know that
Government had started fair price shops. Then, these fair price..

shops are not able to supply the needs of the people in. every
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viltage. This has caused a great deal of discontent. - The
people say, “ Why should Government give fair price shops only
for certain areas ? We in the interior do not get any rice at
all. - Sir, this system of fair price shops is not all satisfac-
tory ; it has created a great deal of discontent. Therefore, Sir,
it is very necessary for the Government to consider whether they
shoulgl not change the fair price shops into real ration shops,
especially in this district which is practically suffering from
famine. Sir, in this district, there were heavy rains for the last
two months in‘some areas and crops were destroyed on account
of that. But in other parts of this district there was drought
and people cannot sow their sceds. When sceds are sown, the
plants grow a little and then are dried up. S0, conditions are
very bad. In the border areas particularly, there were heavy
raius for the last two months, destroying all crops. whereas here
in the Shillong area we did not get any rains ; even the potato
crop has'suffered greatly for lack of rains. Asa result of these
vagaries of nature the people are feeling the pinch of famine
and are asking the Government to give them rationed rice.
Therefore, Sir, almost all ot us, who met and discussed together
in the Food Advisory Committée, had stressed on the Govern- I
ment to change the fair price shops to real ration shops, which can
be started in every village. There is, of course, 2 doubt whether

this rice will reach the consumers. I believe, Sir, we can make
reach the con-

arrangements in such a way that the rice will 4

sumer and will not be smuggled to Pakistan. This can be done
by the Associations of consumers in every village, who  will
arrange their own men to come and get rice from the Govern-
ment stock here and then distribute to the CONSUMELS there.
These permit-holders will be at the mercy of the consumers ; {
they will have to give this rice to the consumers ; they will be
responsible to them. The existing fair price shop system has
been objected to on account of various defects. ne defect 18
that it cannot reach all the consymers. This system has been ‘
introduced only with a view to make rice cheaper. A personl §
gets a permit to have a fair price shop in a certain locality, but
he can sell that rice to anybody ; he can sell only to his friends,
he can give t0 any one he likes, many do not get any
chpap rice at all. Therefore the co;’nplaint is that these fair_
price shops do not at all meet the needs of the really needy
people. Then, the amount of rice given 1is also small and,
therefore, it cannot reach all the needy people in the wvillages.
The ~amount of rice given to permit-holders is so small that it
cannot feed all the areas. We find here in Shillong also that
a-certain amount of TiC€ was given to a fair price shop and the
Government wanted to issue ration cards for that shop. But g

.
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then when we discussed about the introduction of ration cards,
we felt that it was not possible for anybody to take responsibility
for issuing ration cards because in the ration cards it will have to
be mentioned the amount of rice to be supplied to a consumer.
But adequate supplies of rice were not available to issue rice
according to the amount mentioned in the ration card. This.
would have created troubie for all concerned., People would
have gone with their ration cards to the shop concerned only
to find that adequate supply of rice was not available. This is
also the condition of our fair price shops now. The quantity of
rice supplied is so small that some people get it, others do not.

Shri SARBESWAR BARDOLOI (Titabar): Does the

hon. Member suggest that any quantity should be allowed to
be purchased ?

Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY [Cherrapunji (Reserved
for Scheduled Tribes)_]: No, what I mean is this :
say, a man is allowed to purchase three seers of rice per week
from a fair price shop in a certain area. The supply of rice to
the shop is so inadequate that it cannot satisfy the needs of all
the people of the locality even at the rate of issue prescribed by
Government. ‘T'he fair price shop system is subject to corrup-
tion also. I am informed that if a 'man sells rice to another
man there 1s nobody to check him, because an Inspector goes
only once 1n many days to the fair price shops. There are few
Inspectors. So the permit holder is not responsible to any
body. There_fore, people here in Shillong in the Advisor}
Committee tried to localise the area even for the fajr price sho sy
I am strongly of opinion that the people in the district §h01]3lci
be supplied with rice through ration shops on account of th
famine condition prevailing in the district and that the syste -
of fair price shops should be changed. At the time whenythelr-r;
is famine, every village should be reached with the supply of
rice, which means that every consumer shouyld get rice, The
consumers 1n a locality will form a committee to check the per-

mit holder and the quantity of rice which has b
by him to the locality with "a view to distributeezrrlng:‘lou%ll:;
consumers of the locality. The committee will decidegh"
much r.ice each family will get. This is the only wa to towr
smuggling and corruption in the supply of rice by thg Govs (;1;3
ment to the people. At present nobody can deny i ooroL
corruption in the supply of rice by Government Many needy
people are not getting rice at cheaper rate. : avagapyed
The other day my hon. Friend
constituency spoke about the famine condjt
the border of the Garo Hills and the United

from Nox}gétoin
ion prevailing on
Khasi and Jaintia



Hills. The people are in great distress there on account of the
fact that there was flood and the people lost their paddy. There
were also-heavy rains which spoiled the crops, and the people
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could not get enough food from any neighbouring areas. /

The other day while we were discussing in this House
about the suffering people at Larpany near Balat Bazar, my
report which I based on the report of the people of the locality
was read. I was told that the Garos who fled from Pakistan to
Larpany, a village in the Bhowal Syiemship near Balat Bazar,
are in a starving condition and that many of them have no food
to eat and that they live on jungle roots and leaves. So I sent
some one to go to the area and to send a report to me. That
was done. I sent the report to the Deputy CGommissioner of the
United Khasi and Jaintia Hills. He directed the Sub-Deputy
Collector to go to the area and to take rice with him to distri-
bute among those people. The Sub-Deputy Collector submitted %
a report to the Deputy Commissioner and_ did not distribute
the rice. But unfortunately, the report which I got from th::i
people of Larpany area after the Sub-Deputy Collector ha
gone there is quite different from the report given by the S‘.lblz
Deputy Collector. I got the report the other day. I thin l
these people must be given help by Government. I want tg- 1
place the letter by the Garos of Larpany which was addresse
to the Deputy Commissioner, United Khasi and Jaintia HIHSI,
as it is, The House will hear this and I pass 10 judgement,
only place facts. The letter was written in Khasi and the
literal translation of the letter is given here.

This is the letter—

— T —

“To—The Deputy Commissioner, Khasi-Jaintia. Hills,

Shillong.

U Bongkhim Mulor and others from Larpany, Bhowal—
Petitioners.
Sir,
- There is great gratitude of us, the Garos, to you the gOOdf
hearted Government that you have sent for us 30 maunds ©
rice' to help us the poor and hungry Garos at Larpany.

But the great sorrow was that almost all of us Garos were
not-in the village on the 30th May, 1957 when the Sub-Df}PUtY
Collector came to see our houses and the people of our village
because many went to get jungle roots and other kinds o
jungle things to be eaten. ~ For that reason the Sub-Deputy
Collector did not see the cooking pots of the Garos in which

they cook mixing many kinds of jungle leaves or vegetables:

r




1957] FOOD MOTION 1253

There were only some people on that day. There were only
one or two Giaros who understood the Khasi language, as the
Sub-Deputy Collector spoke and it was like this—

When he saw somewhat big houses which were well built,
he said—thesc people have food. When he saw the cow-sheds
near the houses of the people, he said—these are houses of rich
people. When he saw bundles of dead wood or fuel tied together
to be taken for sale he said, ‘these people get money to buy rice’.
When he saw the women pounding paddy to prepare rice he
asked them-—"They replied to him that they were pounding the
seed paddy becausc they had no more rice. He said—They
have rice to eat. There were houses in which he entered in-
side, and saw their carthen pots or bamboo receptacles in which
they put rice, where he saw one or two condensed-milk-tins of
rice, and he said, ‘they have rice to eat’. He said the Govern-
ment sent me to give rice to the people who are starving to die.
He was led inside the house in which there was one who was
lying starving and weak--he said this man is lying sick—go and
get medicine. He went and saw another person who did not get
food for several nights, he was lean, his belly was driven to the

backbone and was small-—he said—this man has a weakening
diseasc.

Afterwards he said, if rice is distributed, you will get only
one or two seers each. That will not be enough to be of any
help to you, it will be better that I shall report to the Govern-
ment to open a road from Balat to the Larpany, then you will
get works and it will help you much to live.

So there was no distribution of rice to us up till now.

So in all these days and weeks for the sake of those who are
lying weak owing to starvation, and because they do not get any
more food, we are trying our best to get help by begging or
asking pecople to give help in order that these people may live.
Now is the time when we should work hard in

] 1 order to sow and
plant our paddy. But when we do not get food to eat, we feel
wealk and become tired soon.

Therefore if the Government will be merciful to us to give

us rice, this will be a great help to us, and with our little means
also we shall be able to finish our cultivation.



s
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Then on account of your kindness we shall be very grateful

to you.
Petitioners :—

U Bongkhim Mulor, Headman, Larpany.

U Sel Song of Larpany.

Heoris Sangma and others, Larpany.
Dated Larpany,

The 20th June, 1957,

Writer—U. S. D. Dkhar.”’

Then, Sir, this is the statc of affairs obtaining in the area.
Government will make a thorough investigation about these
people by a competent officer. There is difference between the
official report and the non-official report. These are necd for
investigation. I finally Sir, request the Government to consider
about increasing the amount of rice to be given to the consumers %
of this Aistrict. '

Mrs. JYOTSNA CHANDA (Silchar-West) : Mr. Deputy
Speaker, Sir, I take this opportunity to discuss the present 05
situation in the State of Assam. The price of rice still high
and it is still on the increase. The present Government
has taken certain measures to check this upward tyend of price
level in respect of rice but in spite of it, the prices of sugar,
flour, cereals and other essential commodities are still soaring
high in this State. In Cachar, even the slight dislocation of
railway communication, specially of the Hill Section, gives a
further spurt to the price level of commodities of daily use.
There is no scope to check this rise in prise of essential commo-
dities including even Kerosene. So, Sir, I request Government
to empower the Deputy Commissioner of Cachar so that he caI}
take steps to maintain the price level even when abnorma
condition occurs. The prospect of Aus crop In Cachar is not
hopeful and I feel Government should take precautionaly
measures from now on to supply cereals and other foodstuffs to
Cachar so that sufficient stock may be kept ready to avert alﬁy
emergency. I do not like to give any more suggestions at the
moment as I feel, popular Government as it is, it will always
remain vigilant to the rightful demands and the g?nume
grievances of the people. The last request that I would. like to
make in this connection is with regard to smuggling of ricc from
the border areas of Cachar. Unless Government exercise 2
stricter vigilance on this menace of smuggling, no amount of
food-stuff supplied to Cachar will ever be successful in putting 2
stop to the rising price level of essential commodities that 1S
obtaining in Cachar to-day,

"Thank you. !
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_..Shrimati PADMA KUMARI GOHAIN (Moran) : 3wl
CAlq3w AT, 4195 15T {99 ga9isi3 ain w9ga geatd fvate Sier awas
fMEM gaizcel | SifE Telcbzr 9uEe 497 99igca 9Bl e ARERS
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@y = Iecs 9yPt wa 1 few 3R e [T e @ pawlw ool
@tAllEET  eEmen [ e Fcalet 9E Ay SfF 9R) WITe. W3 s
o GIFiK 43¢ wfaa afaa
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qUitsl ACR AT WY | @2 TAS A% 5AFIE TG I GISE DIelge
TAGHBT F(ACA 499 09T ©led Glex ¥ ealy Buly gt o 9T T3
T Z3 ATACT P ARIT TqE 49T BT Lo CIRA @i i Fhatede. =g
At | AT 9w IR @ b 9T corew wfedls @S zrae
¢ifs w12 =7 |
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T3 Al 1ReT| 9IS FeaiT 3% F @@ iR ok afF o (BBl FT9)
CICAZC WL Gy FT AATAl AT AT TONE wfem et e e ctaten
92 @ ww FE AR @R omhatm sty g cfens i)
T AT A | QAT g sfa s wa s afe Supply
Minister =7 @I 9% 9Ai6T 49 T@T @RIRT | afeces 13 & @
g 42 ST ASTYAT T3 At | 3

ST AT TP T o AT IR fReteiea s2f@if wifag ey |
G TZ T it o glRfFsela af, sivfistsm Sy FHEBIST T TE T
fg Afaaicn aiata FME Tife =fiqea e sfny sts oo 799 @ wfavg
A | COSENT T T ATt gvd wfarg woRew @R gt wfag
o = T TFAT Tedare e @il 1 w3 @B s 74 o2 g
@ ¢ A AT ol wme FEEtT e TEBRNAIE wAwtsh
qz 1 WiE 12 ¢ IR fSOAT W1 g TS qeimtet (3fb 2zeg |

AR, AR A 2[4l AT 2 4T | g ;
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gt AfGTF TTAFI Woqw T | @IFAtT wiawiEg dw A0S G
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Aislptaq 7¥tg 0z Afqes | g@IF A@Ad  Fiaiestda @ aem @3 TR |
CTATS T T3AlCzea FS 2D 7 47 Apm AT FAT A4 2T 3fF 33
ANFTA | Gl crfiTg 1 A A A e st waie S afee
TAZT A9 AEA gl TME FZ AT wca a agaa [ A R
iy Tty @3 @ficg Ale ©F sl T3 bAwicd fa 3o 39
ziTs ¢arg WAt ateIa AT T atT  cnerriE difes cTEie |
ATGT eAWAT #1975 qielaptE Az wria aga a4l AgAica @ FHeFITend
I 279 alcst erzfAft awalts mdtce giacas g Ay A GRS
Ayafd stfzeen | }

Capt. WILLIAMSON A.SANGMA [Phalbari Reserved
for Scheduled Tribes]|: Mr. Decputy Speaker, Sir, I want
also to participate in the discussion of the food problem to
a_cquaint this House and the Government the acute food situa-
tion in the Garo Hills District. ‘L'his acute food problem is not

7
1

only in the Garo Hills, but, as we know, it is all over the State
of Assam. Therefore it is very essential that every onc of us
1 was very

should be allowed to speak on it. In the beginning,
much disappointed to find that the Minister in charge and some
hon. Members in the treasury benches are not very serious
about it. Sir, it has become an established fact that the food
problem is very acute here, specially in the hill arcas. Govern-
ment should be fully alive to the situation. As you know,
Sir, we, in the Hills, are not self-sufficient in the matter of food.
We are to 'import rice and paddy from outside and we are to
pay high price for imported rice or paddy. Our people are to de-
pend on imported rice and paddy specially this year becaus€
Jhum cultivation has totally failed thisycar ~We do not have
much wet cultivation and the Jhum cultivation is not giving us
spfﬁa_cnt rice production. As I said, this year, particularly, the
situation has become worse due to prolonged and .nusual
drought. All our Jhum crops have failed. Not on ly that, the Aus
cultivation in the plains areas also has failed. Therefore, lrom
October onwards the food situation in our District will be still
worse. Government up till now have not taken up any scheme
by which the hill districts can be made self-sufficient as far as
food is concerned. Of course fair price shops have been
established here and there and the people are getting their rice
at subsidised rate. On a previous occasion I informed this House
that people, not only in my areas but in other hill districis also,
are not in a position to get the supply of rice from the fair price
shops even at subsidised rate. They have absolutely no means
of earning to purchase rice from such shops. At present the rice
is being sold in the fair price shops at Rs.21-8-0 per maund anfi
our people are not in a position to pay that amount to get their
rice, It is therefore a very very serious matter. Sir, though
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some rice is available in the fair price shops the people
are madc to starve because they cannot to allord to buy rice
from those shops. Last time 1 ' had’ an™occasionSsie
draw the attention of this House to the expenditure
mcurred by the Government in cloth distribution in our District.
I said that when the Government couid distribute cloth free of
cost upto such an amount then why not Government come
forward today to distribuie rice free of cost to the starving
people in the hill areas?

Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOI (Titabar): Does the
Hon’ble Member want that rice should also

be distributed
free of cost ?

Capt. WILEIAMSON A. SANGMA [Phulbari Reser-
ved for Scheduled Tribes| : Certainly, when the Government
thought it desirable to supply cloth to  the Garo free of cost
because they are very poorly clad and for that purpose
could spcnd Rs.50,000, T do not see any reason as to
why the Government should not be prepared to spend double
of that amount in the supply of food free of cost to the starving
people. I suggest this because the people are not in a position
to buy rice even at suhs_idiscd rate of Rs.21-8-0 per maund. 1In
fact though Fair Price Shops are there and rice is available in
those shops pecople are starving as they have absolutely no
purchasing capacity. I want thercfore to impress upon the
Government tlhat i comparison food gets priority over cloth. If
today I die of starvation and thercafter 1 am placed on this
floor naked nothing will happen to me. I shali not then be
able to realise whether I am placed on the foor with nice cloth
or without any cloth. 1 can think of putting on good and
decent dress when I am alive and physically fit. So food o
more essential than cloth, Our people do not die because they

ut on scanty cloth, but they are dying of starvation. That ig
why 1 have been trying to impress upon this House that when
the Government could spend Rs.50,000 for free distribution of
cloth in Garo Hills, today the Government should spend that
amount for feeding the starving people.
with me to see the condition of the
Garo Hills he will surely find that the people are either starvin

to death or living on jungle roots and bamboo shoots. Unforg—
tunately this ycar our people, due to drought, are not getting
even bhamboo Sh()()t.s. This is the actual position that is hap-
pening in our Hills. Sir, at the time when the cloth was .
distributed no enquiry was made as to whether a particular
person was agtual]y in need of cloth or not. The local autho-
rities would simply visit the market places and distribute the

cloth at random. I give an instance. At Garobadha hut one

If the ainister comes
people in the villages of
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man came to the authorities to reccive cloth with a ‘baniyan’
(vest) on his body, so e was refused cloth.  The same man
went away a litde distance and put ofl his vest.  After some
time he came back bare body and approached the authorities
for cloth and he received ; so where is tie proper enquiry? But
I am sure that the Governiment will repiy that food cannot be
distributed free without first making proper enquiry. In fact
the people were forced to receive cloth in market places when
people did not come forward to receive cloth,

Sir, as I said earlier, though Cheap Grain Shops have been
opened here and there this will not permancntly solve the food
problem in our Hilis. This food situation will repeat every
year unless something is done to make the Hill areas selt-
sufficient in food. Therefore something must be done in  this
regard. Some schemes should be drawn up so that' th}.\; food
problem will not pe repeated every year. Scheme  for increas
sing food production in the hill areas should be taken up
immediately.

In the meantime, { would make an appcal to this FHouse
and through this House to the Government (O spend one lakh
of rupees, the amount which Government was prepared to Sp?nd
before the last general election for purchase ol cloth for h‘c_e
distribution to the people o Garo Hills. I opposed it and so it
was not implemented. Iknow that some Congress M.L.A.s
of the district wanted it. Sir, the Government was at thgxt £iRIC
prepared to spend rupces one lakh for free distribution of cloth,
let that amount be spent today for feeding the starving people
and save these unfortunate people from de‘at‘h by starvation

Sir, it may be said that I am excited. ©f course, I have
got to be excited because the lood situation In i arc}i:s
1s very very serious. We do not shout. We do not make
publicity in the papers. But we die of starvation unnoticed.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: You are arguing the same
point over and over again.

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA : [Phulbari (Reser-
ved for Shceduled Tribes)| I am not repeating but I g
simply bringing to the notice of the House a serious madtter
in order that the Government come to the rescue of these
unfortunate starving people.

I have some suggestion to put forward. Firstly, fair price
shops should be increased throughout the hill areas and not

i T
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only transport cost should be subsidised but price should be
subsidised so that poorer section of tlie pecple can take advap—
tage of the shops. Secondly, in the hill areas gratuitous r;hef
should be given and in the plain areas loans should be given
because there is failure of crops. Thirdly, test relief wor}i
should bestarted in diiferent parts of the hill areas. In doing this
we will be able to find out eachh scheme which will be given
permanent benefit. We will be able to find out what work
shoull be given to a particular arca. In some areas there
should be irrigation which will heln in reclaiming land. 1n
another area embankment work may be undertaken whereby
some land can be brought under cultivation. In another area
road construction work may be taken up. In this way peol.)le
May be given means of earning. These are my suggestions.

Sir, although you have asked me not to repeat but I will
repeat that when Government wanted to spend rupees one lakh
for free distribution of cloth, Government should spend that

money now to save the pcople from starvation which is their
bounden duty.

With these observations, I want to impress upon the House
the serious food situation which is prevailing not conly in the
hil] areas but also in the plain areas of the State.

I want to make a last appcal that if the Hon'ble Supply and
Food Ministers are not convinced with the statement I made let
them tour with me in the interior of the Garo Hills and I will
show them hundreds of starving people.  OF course, it may be
said that they are not starving but having some disease.

(The time bell rings and the Member resumes his seat).

Tatvn, AT TED TICH T witenom ten @F attaisars cns fiwes w3 foalg
M Al SAT FECD | A2, calon a At ot a1 @5 oneta i
o A ORL 3[3_ T R TS Al | freer oot Flga9t WTTBTc‘*I, fret T
q’ﬁ iﬁ-yﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬂ HGT@'-%?IT::? cFats woa Al FHE AT e g Cﬁﬂ‘iﬁ'
Uneg T CR 0TS Wy a1 fim (il Wi @ @i ool o
Aoy czfaAlcBl 37 wedm ey |

wifi AT o TS evlmw FgT T o wifsewr | e co
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wEFATT A (50T NZ A A Aty awipa @A owCsl @iw 7 owE CUBig
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Granary of Assam =itdit 413fF=, sis fior @i w0 St
FRa AfTT

FifT Project arecas atw4iila we@s ifs ozt g1 ofw
deep tube well =fars =3, 53 «H =iy (laughter) =i feotw o5
ultg ¢Fieme wt=ieT |

Maulavi JAHAN UDDIN AHMED
I'inform the hon.
tion,

(Bilasipara) :—May
ANember that tube well is not fit for cultiva-

Shri RAMNATH SARMA (Lumding) :—Looking at the

Opposition when T am speaking, the hon. Member should not
szeak.

cizzata tube  well & fgstts Fzasfom TElem, fos
i 80,000 @Fa aF  reclaim ¥W tzw wls %  deep tube
well successful z=tzizw (ztz 12 TS SF @S TatzteT | sifece
WrTm fFgmA wh Ghe fREE AR4TCE ST s i) o
S AT 1 aTET tere siw fSfice v co ow gz ap deputa-
tion wifzfyz | @@ @stAFa @ demand @ demand Afqe”
FRaca %o se AL FFE ccatea | s afF e=d raced 9B T
Fiacd sa @A FF1 @bl Head © 475 fFw (lita | e osm aais
T Al AT ST IRGTT qfer w4 At i afve oo «i sras
1) orga f=Ef6S o2 wifEce, wify 2ais et wormy Ciifew oS o7
AR =t 1 cEFETe @t ol wma o Bsita s Eat o
Piifsa w42 T9 Affta | s afba wwemm oF vy ARG o Tfag o
Itcd cordTT 4w w3 | wErdss WS A Eh suggestion fetst @72
(F361 suggestion T 2[fs @ sivet cieeh =767 A | cim suggestion ¢ty
(v) irrigation = fafics geARwhs anf ztes =7 e, () climage
change «% Research work 1 a7 zios A9 S, (0) AlsfEe iy
B cdfoa frzl 0 4w apa =itest st (8) @iy A weg deforestation
tztg cizwed @7 deforestation @za TEThRte I Ats |

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Supply) : Mr,
Deputy Speaker, Sir, may I know, when the Chair proposes
that this debate should conclude, and what time is proposed to
be given to me for reply ?

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Generally half an hour.

shri DEBESWAR SARMAH
But, Sir, only 35 minutes remain.

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA
ved for Schedule Tribes)]: Sir,
matter and I think, we should c¢ontinue

(Minister, Finance)

[Phulbari (Reser-
this is a very important
till Monday next.
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : The House will adjourn at
4 p. m. or (looking at the Opposition) do you want to sit to-day
for half an hour more ?

Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOI (Titabar): The Chajy
may extend the House for half an hour more.

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Supply) 3 am
not objecting to anything, Sir, but I am only seeking informatioy
from the Chair, I am at the disposal of the House and the Chajy

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Yes. The debate will continy, l

till Monday next.

Shri SAI SAI TERANG [Mikir Hills-East (Reseryeyg
for Scheduled Tribes)]: Mr. Depuly Speaker, Sip
<Frafrate 412 ox toem o famialE foats ¢1ft 399,427 _"”’F ERICIN =T
@fs aa s 7za | G ergwea TiEE feg  Atzla  1TEIS) SERR NG (a7

SoTs | A @ aas, st dfre el SAE | faslfit AE qfgy |
#fa: (A voice—=iFst wfA) @fF TIF =|fz AT “?;Fﬁ' CEg |
st Ftacd Sia sits  wa wT @w Ena) (laughter) | 23T It

T AT Tiow gieF oot 4Tz FCA | frzrs  WIEER-—T e 9tags |

gtwatfs 7w | (A voice-—v (7% @ltE (7T meP) W ETT.‘?:‘TL witg | fef
@2 faaca | (A voice—mETalr AMA (% g “f¥) TIANT | Gy
TEE A T @F ol g @A wies (o TR A LRI CTS
fifea At et 4t @i =t At 4 3%, T % catem TAFIN sjfs
ATTE 418 @or T cAmtEeg | 17 wacd =wifF AT Tafea Atz oy
T cliigaa oz Afs | sifer a5 wA Aty P sasica @ aE i

Az Fates afeoiasia wf dd FE (A VOICCQ—?‘W' aest e
Tatcet ?) ael sawica FfAcaz wlew | AP fpatw @l fwq 2 (laughter)
G @ cdfs gt @i%, «4a3tH  pAFET AEIAYE CETE (T, Fiwettal T35
TS CZ03 G, II9 A 29 @iacs? 208 c1EThl F A (laughter) | |
frgaica 7 @ Tad (AzEE wacd dAfs T2 AT (qfoeT AL

Attt zeae s w=w 3 w7 wcwew  crdl AW CT I @AtTF Ryyq |
fm, TELAe W | W viws qrawa@ (ges F4 TR (laughter) | |
(A voice—aaT et afw (=t g corw AT feaEce bawias 9@ m} ;
(renewed laughter) | ;

e

BeAlT walwn, w3 afem = ez et L T cAfeRs
BAFIAT T wwm: Arw ww z[f® SO0\ T 00y BFT ¥ fide Ty
=fq atesl I @2 4 92 armw fewacs o atesl - T4 18 & aiZ A3 bc‘/bfq
T T SIS | Bt e tory @3 Azee T TICARS A T 0
Frtcaz AANGT At B cotrata aivar 7w @2CBICAZ | TR fAsea e )
FAseg TAFIT T2 | %

|
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29t fPi5s sawtdt TEIM Rt macs Fe—utaR fifse Azt W2
@IFM cdiFezes afve TfFT amtatada crzs, @1 4@ a8, O =i
aiff s @ Adam Al wTREEE W AE- ottaie e e 38
fefitasr otab1 =5 A1 7 7 obifasmm @A els, w8 96w Anp) 4P
fresefria 155t 751 i otw, cafsm wza® w2d cefeatrz, 99 I
MR 12 s, wiedl=icats zows sifzm a, cdfess qurn gtaietal
CIRg @Bta 2t o =09 9a=atg 49 994 o |

9T A AFFNT CIEAlE wiw (T ifzm w@f) e wam stacd g
o7 fFfiaear 4a61 F5 AR P of wtard 12 bERT 9Ll I @,
T 7 faetl® araw fm cifsar awas @fosl aifs gagig saieats
@ wfs oA c TE w0

(778 TFT)
W 'ﬂﬁ] :fqu ?T:E .......................................

FLTF TMEMA, 92 GEGP FdRH paFlEE wR AT 4 33 trw—cy
T fafea df@a Aqzam cizts  wige 84w 3T S twis wie farw
fier @foatn aater Az afws | (rw weEe) @@ v SRR A
fesea @ifs ctaztea 79 <fca sta 27, stad 2 TwLa Mers 797 37 5%
Ww T 3 fa of wifzem | s

Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur) :
Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I have heard with deep attention the
debate that has been going on in this House regarding the food
situation in our State. It is no denying the fact that there is
scarcity of food in our State. T feel that we should try to do
something how to relieve this scarcity of food and how to
relieve the people who are suffering from want of food and try
to solve the problem so that this calamity may not recur again
and again. The problem has two aspects; the immediate suﬁply
of food and a long term plan to increase production. Now the
question before wus here is how to solve immediatt—:]3,i
the food problem, how to give relief to the suffering people.
What the Government has done towards this direction
and what Government can do to increase production.
Sir, some of my Friends have said that there are’ so
many fair price shops, etc., but the purpose of these
fair price shops is not the purpose of introducing ration
System, but the real purpose for which the fapr price
shops have been established is to reduce the price of rice in the
markets and to stabilise jt. If that 1is the objective, then
certainly I submit that to that extent we have been able to
bring down the prices of this commiodity ; so, Sir, we must sec
that these fair price shops should serve the purpose for which
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they have been established. As a matter of tact I quite agree
that‘thesga fair price shops have not yet been established in all
the interior parts or some particular areas in our State and to
that extent we should see that these fair price shops should be
established in all places as far as possible. In this connection,
Sir, I may say for the information of the House that this
problem of food was discussed at Gauhati with the Minister of
Supply and Finance. In that discussion we devised some plans
that whenever fair price shops are to be started there should be
a Vigilance Committee who will take the responsibility of
appointing the dealer of such fair price shops. It is the duty
of this Vigilance Committee to see and examine everything and
to inspect whether the actual quantity allotted to them hag
been lifted and brought to the shop and to malke it a point thag
the fair price shops should distribute rice to all persons accord-
ing to some principle. This Committee is also to see that those
persons who are able to purchase rice from the open ;narkgts
should not be allowed to draw their rice from the fair price
shops so that persons who cannot buy from open mquet may get
priority. Sir, regarding the food crisis 1n our thItC,;I- ha\fe
found that many hon. Members have become OvVer-conscious on
the subject, of course we are conscious that there 1is scarcity of
food in our State but I say that nothing can be done simply by
abusing certain persons or officers. We must put our heads
together and try together to solve the problem in a better way
and it is the duty of the hon. Members of this House as well as
the people outside to co-operate in solving this food problem
otherwise no lasting solution of the problem can be oblained.
My Friend, Shri Patwari, happens (o come from a community
of traders and merchants, so he knows things better than I as
regards the prices of different commodities prevailing in d1ﬂ"erent
parts of the country and he has given a comparative estimate of
the prices. As a matter of fact we have secen there
are unscrupulous dealers and  these . unscrupulous
dealers are responsible to some extent for not doing their part
sincerely. They are also responsible for the mixture of rice,
Atta, wheat, etc., with unedibles and due to_their action the
calamities are now prevailing in our State. Therefore, I say
that we must co-operate with Government and unless we
ca-operate with Government we will not be able to eradicate
these evils to bring about a solution of the food problem
and check corruption. Unless we can develop our nationa)
character, unless we can discipline our spirit Wwe
cannot check corruption. To attain this end we must a]j
co-operate and set an example before the public. In this con_
nection, Sir, some of my Friends have stated that the scarcity
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of food 1s due to the bad land policy of the Government and
the defects that we have not been able to give settlements to the
landless peasants. We must also consider the fact that there
are large number of migrants coming to our State from the
other parts of India and as for instance, in the Gauhati thana
the population has been increased by 61 per cent in the 1951
census over that of the number of 1941 census. If within these
few years the population had come to such a magnitude how
do we expect that all these matters can be solved satisfactorily 2
We do not possess enough land even to settle the indigenous
landless people. We have not been able to distribute land to the
people coming from outside. It may be said that the increase
of population not only brings so many mouths to be fed but also
so many pairs of hands to work with. But work must be found
out for them and they must also be willing to work what is
offered to them.

Sir, I quite agree that we have not been able t
sufficient work so that they can earn their livelihood by work-
ing. But as a matter of fact, another problem to-day is that we
have become too much relieFminded and when there is any
calamity of any shape we begin convening public meetings ;
we at once begin writing to the Press ; we begin deliverihg,
public lectures demanding this thing and that thing from
Government, forgetting that we have also got some amount of
responsibility for the solution of the problem. We must also
try to emulate the spirit of self-reliance.

o give

Then, Sir, some of my I'riends have b
ing their remarks to their own constituencj
tuencies are the only places where stary
while milk and honey are flowing in other
This is not the correct approach. We
problem State-wise. I can say, Sir, no part of the State is
unaffected and the problem is critical almost in all parts of the
State. I would, therefore, ask my Fri

uld, ends opposite to consider
the problem in its broad perspective. In gfder to 50132813'32
problem, all of us must put our heads together. We must not
rest satisfied with only criticising the Government officers, who
go to the villages in order to help the people. ’

een all along confin-
es as 1f their- consti-
ation conditions exist
parts of the State !

must consider the

Some persons have indulged in the : o RIA L
whatever has been done by the GOVernment.hal}-lIte ?f\f;ﬂf ri?ffféﬁﬁ
and ridicule the officers who are entrusted with stee e
ment works in- the villages. They never ask the. people- to
co-operate with these officers and :

no attempt is made to -derive-
the benefit under the schemes, Government should: engage

o,
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more village level workers to see that production increases.
There should be training centres in the villages so that better
kind of cultivation can be obtained.

Then, Sir, I fecl that Government should have a reserve
stock. A large stock was in the hands of the Government and
I feel they have not acted wisely in selling that stock as bad rice
at a very low price {The time bell rang and the hon. Member
resumed his scat).

Shri GOPESH CHANDRA NAMASUDRA [Pathar-
kandi (Reserved for Scheduled Castes)] : T AZFET G4TE
T, A AR 95 AT <[t otBatET (@ et BT Foaed RIIES
ofF AT T 1.2 aF e F T=cs 5ig afwe AHTRE AT i ey
G5 7[@H 24 |

FTITO! “Aars w4t qg7 Acas FraA AAFT Aty AT AT ?TC?F?T
@ 371 i G177 wwet aterg e wfs zom atieg—aaT T & I3 !
@F AT 4T M AFCE TRimeER ot 4 Ace AfEcn M ST AFFICAT
GoAridels To0s T @ dicry wA: A4 @z Aty @t @i freee A0
5% TS T AT crE ey fom Aa oy wietn | 9EI-68 WITT
GO A @92 2. foT WA wlRziem celta GEICTT  FIAF 93 T
wfoca fowem @ it At Tae (G@ Feafy | vy 4enE T o1 IV 43
oo Pteafes | wiE cr zos wtiwa AfceyE 4419 AT g IGr At
JECS FAICAT AT 2[4 “AzeAtfadt sAfaam Fmg 9 TFI T ] o]
AfAN (UG XA AfEE wetaw T Pl apw ;  Fe AR
AT GEIE 7 R Wit AR @ b A S = s @ A
3t A 2[= fox O %7 FiEredtn BAaE fg @ <fF ofzea e Afaaia
A TS AT P Aoy Tl ATFICAT i AfwrE (i TR 21 ¢
o £ TREkE T Fme das |0 ©fg A qFh, ARITOR
Iiier <, 19 g4 TS ceinet “lts At |

sragts teAtE St @1 Embankment-a izig 31 (LT 1 S GBI
I 5,000 WtZE Embankment t=ft st « 7w AT of IrtE 2O
Gt a7 0T ST A FcAgT | AtetEifwa, Al ors fe ama I
Embankment @05t ST a1 (Faip gwecad  GandiEeed gow A
Ayl @t (T TR WA offtn @ [afw Tei@ FUF 9l wrfeatal
Feaf% | iR FRI5T 6% ASRIG-telmeitn dmm i g i 2
cowo iz Embankment c¢oltafs | =g wfaapiia ke @A g
a1 T ANT IUE AT O A,z M 0w ppwwE Az BN g A9
o IFF 7 AMMFFIACTF aw FT oy ez wvics J 4 onem =
sfigfawif e ARSI A PN o forer Fmria 7w weew A6 WCF w7
T 9 1wca &= G CHERCE [t FACSE Wiy @IBN8 SCd ST T |
i ARGT frcwd @61 [ats 0157147 e atw e zed oA 00 I AL
CTBtcE FHTeicd oead Teb MM U7 7w | feeAmeEord FA zE GG
o 7w Embankment &= 1 $9031 e whe Sliuce gate & siw A
scersls i @} W@ Embankment fits =1 wrr woRicTs orem TR

"'-:'mcw -
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3t Embankment-a st atts | <t® Sliuce gate @t= 078 @3 QF61
o | Tt fAedns w% afsy, fFs aFh afcse 9 «sh1 ety

@ Tiwstty AFrs diwcs &t Biste | w0 SiE dfvwsn i ey 2
G T gt=eh | :

T TEFET 9w AeEivd, i TEE ey s g9l gt a9
Embankment-7 “fFFa=1 39 99 (F19 8AFNT Gieafw, Tqres st w9
wAACE TN 2HS (AT T FAre ANAE TR AT A4S cwm i > 3ieE
Affaiacs BatE sadts a6 AfFeam Gem Tens |

afing fAsts e T3, S1EiE, fia o AR 0w Tt siers =t
Mg =7 BRATT - v:ﬁFS-:LS\g TALD <ot Fieited FTIATICT 479i9 ﬁ‘t@
| ofoFF AlEtenls FFcs Auee TN @ w19 el Fierm foes
@ata g TEc Gt S4sieE qiRls Jwcae aivm 4T Tweaie 99rs
dgett | 7% TaFicET T AtwticiEeE e 397 NS gy Tigle (=i
g8l = a1 AT MFE TR FEw

T AR A TASF MFE [FATTI TIF 347 5 {RFd 73 o0 o5
Tetead F18 At Biwl rafos, a1 Bt AfScdices w7 s9emg o B150\
Bl T 7CA ATG W1 S drels wiew TR 2W0S Sem fice g7 =y
419 @ St I9_ SwiFws 2T bre Ity (e FiRls oo

A TIT el Fieltew
Deputy Commissioner-47 Fitg 7534 (dcF 49 Faaty way rEforEy |
FfEmsgd T e 78w 9w w0 @ 5 4fecas /% Subdivisional

Officer-43 <1ty g7 1p4w freafreaa atcs 1wei7 fine aiv feg wicds |
aZ 7@ AT FFE am T qws w9 Al 9w zfRutts s
oAt ¢ | U AT BIerAY w9 W ;W 00\ | 9B1R fod wiuiog
afges] | 4 \TF CIF T FAAT GAT GBE RGIET Iy aizaw oiis [
AT TR T A MR AT FLT FU RO M 0w @ o yrm
R S @R awred et {9 Wifrmer > 37 wo wfery Tef
gt= FelCed IZT st mats Al Foafgas | st g Ty @ g
qieetaldl AFGHT THAT 2T 91 FRE QR G T T 1 15
ZaeTl A TS AT W) FEET aFIT SN @, @7, @ wy
afie AT Proposer fatas ta zi2atwifvg 3

TCTAFT 77 T @3y
G-TLUACE 2,000 T4 417 BIEAA AT ARG orem zawcg | @g 397 wiey

qg 9 VR | BiEtEm wa fm w01 ARRE ¥m wam e 3Tt
salabs BIFCS wT 8¢5 oo |

RAEIIS BRI ERIE I EEE el b R e e
qeta 417 OISl 99 S oy | @b Sites wdi Wty sy crafa |
forg 9971 AT frcs aifensr o

ST 30N 35 91 «Paivepiv @iE
qF B OF TR 7917 TR Ty Feafseasy, o T cAfemeT, —

CRLT a1 T TiewtE TR oA O I W I | py¥7 =iFicaw ,
qte CE TIW FIET |7

[ >6% gz “qfi=” Afaw cirs vy ]

ATSI A7 sifFe 7 f5 997 W@ Ty cdeg @ FH AR



1268 FOOD MOTION [29TH JUNE

oI ez atft Al Bleafeatt | oo auifz BIETET T 019 |
AR AR oier 7 fon @ e, ada @ W sfed s A G
T2 T41fe T @32 TAw AT Wy oAb cdrs AFTg A T T
wit wifw fen fg ot wac @1 | e sierae crteta A e AT
ATy <N WA FEA | s Aem ww wiea ¥4 (e, Aefaif,
TS & Fireias amty Ficw m bigram At ol T feE
I ST TI71 A1 |

a% ¥ fera 704 W ifera 9% ot7 aca 1 A% 417 fom @ A 74 (1 4T
fearg | Bam ofF FEl ara dtr Gy, wte @ e f
oIz 7@ F9F T 417 @ o4FT BElg T TEErad FE T firtacg |
aifit ATF T T AF S CrwEA #ly CI0F ATEL G A1)
F 3FCRLd BIF (A T aics @iy AawaT T g Tty T

it =7 ohels ziEiE cdow 7 %5 offSffy 7 W AT A
ol FTAGT SO 7 aF TraF A A aEd = cTdicTe  ARE
e b BISTm | e ey .o Wt ey P TSCH G e
% ST A4 W | A T Bibs @ Y IO T 2T
gai%re) A foea o5 wam wewa Abrierd A stetaceg A9 T 9FAN I
Al ZACE A AT T AwCE A iAo A frer af o 2@ O

FaF T Bt Avica | =iew | Afq afE oTl wqa wAcs qoAlta 9l
51 Gfsiewd be ti R o) )

ftrd (ACF TAA Aes 8l wd AT &l

7, qF0d citm A7 orafa aca fFge w0 b g wA (T FEANT eTT—
SHCANLFA (31 TF 1 Sl waFiEd Wiy e T EEc B E I ICIRE
3 f cAtarg $ta &= M Fea erdter 1@ T it 4AA | FAFCCE A
4t e %7 Bt e o AT o 7R e ——crdraa AR lord ol

T
B5T Hoa FHl 9% @tdta i |

Shri KHAGENDRA NATH NATH (Goalpara) : T
B4 Terhva, Tify % ae gt AT AT ACADIS a stzet F(EACA
catr S=et iR forata Fiacd w2 =it Gl e ET 47T ST Ffaczl |

Trziva, oifey a9 auE woms =if (F34 TIWKE@ ﬂm—{ 0z wifz
i o oA R AR AT @z Ay T 98 (RN S alf
wfsl @& St stetpsifes etz Al | fre ©F TS T
1 TE G g ais citr Armz Az Ste-wicettag FP
afEiee® Oled TN % e i F AT At eI e TAfe

PERCIERSE
a5 A TETE T8 «@F T wwy FfEeE A frg T FCT L
fopg it wafEicy gl

afe i gt TR 5I%s qramn 412,
aieg | A PO CIF Wiy, 7 ofp3 ol o BaEAd Fe wfifpd
ozl @Tel =wet AR

A for coten fRepPT FIRCATR P st opt 1T
e ot 74 T dm, ami ste  FeAld POOE G Af |
qftom @i st @ifad <ifit q% S i FEEcE T (20 G P

i
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5580 55 @fen Ffweis safafa PR G T\ e 445 =fem
I (e s cIfeml SiENM Wi Ste-Fitelidy e SRIt
TElzics wFiE w2 Steamt 1fT LifEm o2 e goyfs sae it 71 @4
A Gt Az FE AR FOLEE T 9 crel orea @fen e
vifem cofom owfEm a1 Aol 4bma zew s @fom «bm S TR
Fera wifEa cofem @i catd o4 R wfRgst mem i FREY
Ty wifrTea Fivs (1F EFIFtaR e ot g zd waid ferel OR
She-Ficadtad  TU0E @iy ore B9 Tt it atww e a2 ?
( fif waig zioeif® ) cim o 25 gife  fon ofe Fiedla 790
Tt czial 12 |

gtz @A iz [FfFER Feds =T agqs oEme 12 @ aw TR
wheg | (Srdts W% FiqEel AithiEas  atd 7 sRmEis  cgEce esleg |
TS (itF 92CA @fars BT fween, Sfe 4RtT Tta s cordre ©fs FidiR
R ot A @ QT @FCIEAR KT A | e Aqrd g [
99zl @ifod G2 9FEE STl Gtd Sre-Fhelle weld gl i |
F-platATca wea=m v 3fs A ofHs Affafes | afem s Fiss w@s
raf sl ol @37 ezeg |l A3 wfh anfis tzm cotdcs e
@ a5 FA-CEEAET A=A ot E w15 Bulte de 29 | walve s
@fF AT ?

% BAFIET Ctd (A 9T O AT Fwem gl S 1R9tE  baSis
5 wrfjFal arEl oz fagg P

pasica AT AT T AfTFam, @ fHve fiolm dwaifys  «fSwgm
ariw  AfREFAE TS dAftwrm s @iy | frw wify o), &9 e
7 ez colts 9= Wjﬁm Awe fwra fers ‘?ﬁ*ﬁﬁfﬂ Uiy | wimE 5w
Yo @it BFICA wAEIBrS Atfgs ARt al I sificy, wite erel 518 ik @i
batca fafes: (oUlE =faw 4fate,—fw oty Rffces Foss ebra-siteE
Tcel Azcdl T Ahper Fu-eiiE tice wizhE, wniEie 43S
Aits #AfTE @1 FlACT 9T @B ARl 12 @fEate Avam w=fRT lEic )

TE PAGIAF FQ @ wiiF o¢iF Ste-FAEa e Amietn SR iy
caatea ?

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Mr.

_ Nath will continue his
spcech when the House meets again.

Adjournment

The Assembly w

as the nadjourned till 19
the 1lst July, 1957. - A.M. on Monday

SHILLONG : | R. N. BARUA,

Secretary, Legislative Assembly,

1 70 }
The 23rd May, 1958, ) Assam.

A.G.P. (L.A)) No.315/37—220—27-5-58.



