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Proceedings of the First Session of the Assam Legis-
lative Assembly assembled after the Second General
Election under the Sovereign Democratic
Republican Constitution of India

The Assembly met in the Assembly  Chamber, Shillong,
at 9-30 A. M. on Thursday, the 20th June, 1957.

PRESENT

_ Shri Dev Kanta Borooah, B.a., LL.B., Speaker, in the Chair,
eight Ministers, the eight Deputy Ministers and sixty-nine
Members,

General Discussion on the Budget

*Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Finance Min
Speaker, Sir, the other day I was prevailed to the
ability to reply to the points raised by
bers of this House in respect of hills an
which were alluded to by a considerable number of Members.
There is yet another point of a general interest which was
pointed out to me. 1 think I should refer to ft. This is

unemployment. - Unemployment roughly, by and large, may
prevail in our State. I would like to  dj

: . 2 divide it into three
categories, viz.,—(7) educated, (i) education of middle stand-

ard which is generally called . under-Matriculate and
{z11) Category is of the rural population—peasanys and workass!
As regards educated, itis a fact that ‘there jq considerable
unemployment. I am sorry to have o mention that some of
our good students passing M. 4., are going from door to door
anc are not finding accommodation. The employment poten-
tiality in our State is very limited, as, in a sense, there is no
industry in our State. The Railways with theip headquarters
outside the State do not do justice to the educated young men
of this State. The position in the Posts and Telegraphs
Department was slightly better, and that is due to our Union
Minister, Shri Jagjiwan Ram, who is more sympathetic to this
neighbouring State, as he is 2 man from ithari# ¥ hope and
trust that sympathy will be continued. At the present moment
in respect of other big industrl_cs managed by Central Govern-
ment or quasi-managed industries, our unemployed young meD

ister) :Mr.
: best of my
various hon. Mem-
d some other interest

*Speech not corrected,
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The State Govern-
d to take up this
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are not finding adequate employment.
ment is alert about this and it is propose
matter with the Central Government.

ned big industries, trade and

As regards those privately ow
loyment potentiality, Assam

commerce where there are cmp
pays the piper, but unfortunately Assam cannot or has not yet
been in a position to call for the tune. Let us take for exam-
ple, the Steamer Company. ‘l'he Steamer Company is making

a huge profit out of their trade in Assam, but very few of our
In the Agency Houses

educated young men get employment.
in Calcutta, particularly Tea, our unemployed people do not
tind any opportunity. They et no entrance even in Assam in
tea estates in the name of Indianisation. A considerable num-
ber of educated unemployed people of Assam do not find

any employment there. Somehow  or other there are
in Calcutta from other

‘pools’ on the Agency Houses

quarters, and Assamese unemployed educated people are
denied the advantage. I had the opportunity to carry on cor-
respondence with a very few big bosses of tea industry in my
capacity as an M. P., when I pointed out to certain European

gentlemen who had some influence over the Agency Houses that

if our educated young men could get opportpnity they, could
justify their position. ther choose their

But the tea magnets cl
Sssistant managers out of those who can smatter cockneyed or
broken English, or those who are lucky, at the cost of'our
educated unemployed people. When I pointed out such things
no reply came from the gentlemen. Later on we find that
these were the handicaps. The Government is not unaware
of the difficulty and will be alert about 1t.

Then as regards the second category, under-Matriculate
along with the agriculturists, pcasants and workers under the
third category, I may not be misunderstood when 1 say'that
thereis till now that intensity of unemployment which prevalls in
our Sftate. There is scope for employrm ent if we would be only
working a little hard. I am not talking from a parochial sense,
but if you would look around you will see that it is not only in
the supply side but in other things also there is ample scope
for our young men—whether it is fuel or milk, whether it ig
grocery or such other things. Those of our young men Who
have not been lucky enough to pass Matriculation—if they only
took to these trades and callings and occupations, I have no
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manner of doubt that they would not have remained unemploy-

ed. Particularly in Upper Assam Districts and also perhaps to
a lesser degree in lower part of Assam, whenever we want to do
anything which needs manual labour, we have to look to outside
labour than local labour. Anything between 1-2 crores of
earthwork is being done in Assam every year and I would not
exaggerate it Isay that 90 per cent of the total amount goes
out of the four corners of the State. And those people who
come from outside to do earthwork in Assam also belong to
good families such as Gossain, Bhuyan, etc. People belonging
to different stratas of society come and do earthwork here but
our people are not used to this work. There was Sramik
Bahini organized by Sri Bimala Prasad Chaliha, President,
A. P, C. C. and Sri P, C. Barua, President, Sibsagar D. C. C.
and they did a little work. This humble self also tried in
Majuli to persuade people to do earthwork so that they would

€arn a great deal of amount which is being spent by our State
Government. I cannot claim that I

attained any ‘appreciable
measure of success, but I have reason to believe that the position
18 Improving. Therefore in the matter of unemployment all

categories of people and particularly the Popular leaders of all
shades of opinion have to be alert and have to do what is needed
In various circumstances.

Sir, having said so I will try to make a few
regard to the hon. Members who took part in t
large number of hon. Members participated in t

am happy to be able to reiterate that the
mostly constructive. :

observations in
his debate. A
his debate and
criticisms were

Jonab Jahanuddin Ahmed from Bilasipara mentioned
that it is due to the weak policy of the Government that we are
not having the railway link stabilized or strengthened, that we
are not having a bridge on the Brahmaputra ang that our
bottleneck is continuing. I submit, Sir, thijs Government has
left no stone wunturned to get the railway communications
Improved. That applies to the Brahmaputra bridge also and
if a personal reference is excused, the hon, Members of the Lok
Sabha and Rajya Sabha during last five years including you
Sir, waited upon deputations on the Railway Minister and other
high-ranking  officers—I mean t i
do their level best. Every tim
same time the difficulties of the Government of India are also
Pointed out. Although we have

: not attained what we have
Striven for, it cannot be said that G

: t Overnment or the represen-
tatives of the State to the Parliament have neglected their duty.
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As regards the Fakiragram-Bongaigaon-Amingaon Section
of the Link, it is under consideration of stabilisation.

Regarding the Pandu-Amjanga Section: those 57 miles to
Garo Hills, survey is being carried out and we hope that in no
distant future we shall have this railway so that the mineral
wealth and the forest produces of that hill may be exploited to
the advantage of the State.

Shri Pakhirai Deka mentioned about Lower Primary Schools
in the plain districts the condition not being very good and the
Lower Primary School teachers’ pay not being adequate. He
also mentioned about tribal areas where the money is alleged
to be misused. I submit, Sir, Tribals need further schools and
there is provision in the Second Five-Year Plan for improvement
of 760 schocls in the plains areas and a further 200 in the plains
tribal areas under the first scheme and 200 in Sixth Schedule
Areas. If the grants-in-aid are misused and if the hon. Members
would point out things in his capacity as an M. L. A., Govern-
ment would be only too pleased to take note of those references

and will try to do their best. He also mentioned about cattle
epidemic in Mangaldai. TItis unfortunate that there is large
scale cattle mortality in the riverain tracts of both sides of the
nt has been drawn

Brahmaputra, and attention of the Governme

not only to Mangaldai but to other tracts where the cattle has
been practically wiped out. This is very unfortunate indeed.
Government is trying to strengthen the Veterinary Department
which was in a moribund condition. As regards Mangaldai,
vaccine serums and other medicines were sent on receipt of
information. I hope and trust that this area1s getting succour

now.

Shri Durgeswar Saikia mentioned about removal of corrup-
tion and appointment of a whole-time Minister for anti-corrup=
tion work. Sir, nobody would welcome it more than the
Government and Government are trying to do their level best
in th%s regard but we have two difficulties, not very generally
but in cases we find that the fencing which is put up for the
protection of the crop starts eating the crop. In this the evil
can be eradicated only if popular leaders rather not always talk
of corruption but lend their helping hands to the removal of
this, If they go on talking of corruption, things would not
improve. I may be excused if I give vent to my feeling that by
talking of corruption we do not remove corruption but we make

corrupt people shameless. Those who indulge in corrupt

practices become void of shame and they donot carefor the

——
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social stigma if we always go on talking of corruption. There-
fore, rather than talking about it very often let us help towards
eradication of it. In this, non-officials and hon. Members of this
House can do more than the Government, Government, of
course, will take into serious note of those incidents which may

be pointed out by the hon. Members in this House or gentlemen
outside.

Another point the same hou. Member mentioned is about
surplus iea labour. There are surplus tea labourers and
unhappily more labourers are also indented every year. When
the representatives of the Government talk about this-to the tea
people, they say that labourers do not meve. The only solution of
moving these ex-labourers is to do it in a planned way, Of course
for that there is not enough land. Therefore what wiil have to be
done by Government and what Government propose to dois to
settle ir a planned way when they can take to cottage industries
and also to cash crops. But let me again submit, ~ir, that
these things cannot be done overnight, it isa very difficult job,
it will take a considerable time. He mentioned that free edu-
cation should be given to pupils in this areas, 1 submit, Sir,
that is a healthy suggestion. But where is the wherewithal to

doit ?  All the same his suggestion will be taken into consi-
deration by the Government.

~ Then, Sir, I propose to deal with a very important observa-
tion made by Shri Dandeswar Hazarika,

y e He mentioned that
there were ravages in the Naga Hills borders, T myself went to

those places last year (where villages were burnt down) with a
view to meet the people living in those border areas. That is
really unfortunate, but both the Central Government and the
State Government are doing their level best to meet the
situation. I hope it will be appreciated by the hon. Member
and otners. He further mentioned that ouy supply of food to
the Naga Hills is another contributory cause for the shortage of
food-stuff in our State. Sir itis so partially but not directly
because the Central Government are supplying or, may I say so,
are going to supply the food that in necessary for the Naga
Hills—that comes to about 7,000 tons in paddy and rice. from
the Central Government supply and we shal]

; = : I'have to contribute.
But, as I said, this is parti

ally true because not only the armed
constabulary or the armed forces

s . are there but also other
paraphernalia which have to be fed in connection with the
operations in the Naga Hills. Then, Sir, he sajd that the
: econd Five-Year Plan is the most b

: Gont urning problem and also
unemployment of under-matrics is another question which needs
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close attention. Nobody would deny, Sir, that a very great deal
depends on the successful completion of the Second Five-Year
Plan and today all of us must have to bend our energies to
the utmost.

Sir, hon. Shri Surendra Nath Das mentioned about the
bridge over the Kaldia river as also the Nityananda-Sadari
Road—these are in progress. He further mentioned about
prohibition and said that the 21 seers limit allowed to Plains
Tribals should be withdrawn. Government will consider this
question and examine it in all its aspects. I said earlier that
Government are not sure if any drastic step in matter of pro-
hibition amongst tribals would not be premature at this stage,
He mentioned that the help granted to the Khadi and Village
Industry are inadequate. Let him judge from the figures that
I am going to give now whether that is so. Sir, the Board
received from the State Government in 1956-57 Rs, 57,000,
grant from the All-India Board Rs. 4,17,000 and by loans
Rs. 8,91,000—total  Rs, 13,65,000. Let my Friend judge whe-
ther really paucity of funds stands in the way in the working
of this Board. He also mentioned about kala-azar and other
diseases in this area. My hon. Friend, the Medical Minister,
made submission in this respect.

Sir, now I come to Shri Mathias Tudu. He as well as
various other hon. Members mentioned that teachers in our
Government Schools are inadequately paid. I have been told
by my Friend, the Education Minister, this moment that not only
the cases of Lower Primary School teachers but also of teachers
in Aided Schools are getting active consideration of the Govern-
ment $o far their emoluments are concerned so that some further
ald may be given. I hope and trust an announcement will be
made within a month or six weeks. Now, Mr. Tudu mentioned
abogt hos‘gel facilities in schools in tribal areas. In this con-
nection, Sir, I am glad to say that quite a_sizable sum of money
has been set apart for hostels in the tribal areas. We shall be
able to make arrangement—if not for sufficient accommodation,
but for just enough accommodation, considering the financial
condition of the S.tate, for tribal students as well as other back-
ward people. Slr,_I read in this morning newspapers that
perhaps an enquiry is being started by the Central Government
in the matter of awargl of scholarships to the backward class
people because mention was made about partiality or some
such thing in this connection. Then my Friend also mentioned
about another very important thing, that is, that money
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lenders and other officers are harassing the innocent and unso-
phisticated tribal people. Sir, this needs close watching. But
Government hopes that with the aid of the hon. Members of this
House and other public spirited people, something appreciable
can be achieved. Another suggestion Shri Tudu was pleased
to make and which is much appreciated by Government is that
Rural Panchayats should be used as agencies for publishing
Government laws and orders for the general information of the
common people. Sir, as we have not got any Information

ureau, it is advisable to give more powers to our Panchayats
and also to make them feel that they are useful bodies.

Mr. SPEAKER: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased
to conclude his observations because he has already got

23 hours that day ? I was under the impression hat he would
be able to finish at 10 to-day.

*Shri HARESWAR DAS (Revenue Minister):  After
11, we cannot take up any more questions.

... 'Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minisier Finance): I
will try to finish soon, Sir, but as you know as many as 49
hon. Members took part in this debate.

*Shri HARESWAR DAS : He may be allowed time up
to 10-30, Sir, because Questions won’t take us long.

*Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH: Sir, I now turn to
Shri Sarat Chandra Goswami. He mentioned about imple-
mentation of development schemes which need strict
vigilance : he also mentioned about Lower Primary
School buildings in the villages: both these items are very
important. Government have provided in the Second Plan to
improve 700 Lower Primary School buildings at a cost of
21 lakhs. There is an additional provision of Rs. 7 lakhs
under Article 275 of the Constitution to improve 200 Lower
Primary School buildings in the Autonomous Districts and
200 Lower Primary School buildings in plains tribal areas.

Sir, Shri Gopesh Namasudra made mention that settlement
of land has been given by Government not to the agriculturists
but to the non-agriculturists. In settling lands in agricultural
area, Government’s policy is not to deprive agriculturists, the
real tillers, in preference to the non-agriculturists. This policy
is strictly followed by Government.

*Speech nov corrected,
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He also mentioned that grants were continuously given in one
particular area in Cachar for the last five years but Government
have taken steps to realise arrears of 9 years old. In . this con-
nection, I would say that district officers have standing instruc-
tions from Government to recommend applications for remission
of land revenue on account of natural calamites and to avoid
all coercive action for realisation of arrears.

Sir, Shri Gouri Shankar Roy said, the case of 8,200 retrenched
labour in Cachar in 1953 is pending with Government. The
case was referred to a Tripartite Committee consisting of repre-
sentatives of Labour and Industry and with the Deputy Commis-
sioner, Cachar as Chairman., No agreement was arrived at.
This being an Industrial dispute the case has since been referred
:codt_hc Industrial Tribunal for adjudication., The matter is sub-
judice,

He also mentioned about the necessity of opening of two
Forest Reserves in Cachar in order to give land to landless peo-
ple. Govqrnment will certainly consider this matter, but my
personal view is that the forest wealth should be preserved and
should not be exploited for this purpose. I would urge upon
the hon. Members of this House to consider whether we should
preserve our forests or whether we should dereserve them and in
case we dereserve, say one forest rescrve to day and settle therein
about 200 families, what wil] happen when in course of a few
years, the number becomes double, where shall we settle the
c¢xcess number ? - So, I will submit for consideration of the hon.
Members that dereservation is a suicidal policy. The whole
thing about this was examined after the last great war and it
was considered that dereservations of forests would be suicidal

 Sir, Shri Sai Saj Terang mentioned about Diphu and said
that better roads, better drainage facilities and better water sup-
ply faClIltlt_?S. should be given there. While Diphu should have
these amenities, I should like to say that in the two premier towns
of Assam, namely, Gauhati and Shillong the state of affairs of
%;111;3?1(; hthucl:gsb there is also in very bad plight. But, Sir, Rs.64
g Scca(:rnd 1%33:-\??&1?1:)}?12;0[' water supply for this place during

a complained that town planning
wns, namely, Tinsukia and Gauhati
I submit that other towns will be taken

Shri Harinarayan Bary
has been taken up in two to
and not in other towns,
up in good time.
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Sir, Shri Nurul Islam said that this country is full of corrup-
tion, particularly, in policy. I need not repeat what I said a
moment ago but it is the duty of the leaders like him to see and
work hard to lessen this evil. We can approach the officers in

ifferent ways to save the country from this canker and we should

ask our people to stop giving bribes as after all it is the people
who take recourse to bribe.

Sir, Shri Ram Prasad Chaubey made mention about two tea
gardens in Cachar making default in making weekly payment.
Yes, Sir, in Santhalia T. E. and Chinkurie T, E. The Labour
Officer could not hold conciliation proceedings as the local repre-
Sentatives of the tea estates were absent, W orkers can seek relief
in Court. But Government is taking action in this regard and

has'advised the local officers to take proper action so that regu-
lar payment is done.

He mentioned that cattle loan and housing loan are not
available in spite of best efforts. I ws

ant to mention here that a
couple of weeks ago Government had issued strict instructions
t0 the Deputy Commissioners and Subdivisional Officers in
respect of cattle loan and it ‘has been categorically specified
that: (1) Within 15 days of receipt, these applications should be

isposed of, because if such loan cannot be got in time during
the season for cultivation, no purpose will be served. (2) Appli-
cants should not be harassed and it should be seen that such
applicant should not come to the town {or the same purpose for
more than two times. (3) Panchayats should be specifically
instructed that the loans taken by them should be utilised pro-
perly and timely. If anybody take cattle loan for purchasing
cattle and if it is used for any other purpose than for purchasing
Cattle, then he will be criminally prosecuted and legal action

will be taken. Thus, there will be no difficulty in having speedy
caitle loan in fiyture.

He mentioned about Nehru High Schoo]. This matter will
be looked into. There are reports

'S to say that there are only 177
Students in that school, although it is said that this school build-
ing is the best in the State. Thanks to the friends who under-
took to build it with zeal but regarding non receipt of grant-
in-aid for 4 months—this delay

1 iIs for renewal of the grant.
report has been called for fro

m the Assistant Inspector of
Schools as to why grants have to be rénewed from year to year

which causes a lapse of 2 to 3 months in receipt.  After receipt
of the report action will be taken to avoid such delay.
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He mentioned about delay in disposal of cases in law courts,
There are two causes for this, (/) thec oflicers can dispose of
more cases than they do, and, (iz) due to Five-Year Plan and
other new activities of the Government the Magistrates cannot
devote their full attention to this aspect. But having said, I will
repeat that the Magistrates can disposc of more cascs than they
do. Commissioners have been instructed to look into this and T
think, things will improve.

Then, Sir, I come to one small point raised by Captain
Williamson Sangma. I am sorry, he was not in the ITouse the
other day when I replied in my humble way to almost all the
items that he raised in course of his instructive and illuminatin
debate. It is about defeated candidates. It is the policy
of the Government not to nominate defeated c.an(‘iidates
but circumstances so conspired that Government find jt
difficult in the matter of giving adequate 1‘_cp1‘escntation
to certain section or large section without having to nomi-
nate certain persons in certain comumittces O boards. For
'example, Shri Hagjer was the Deputy BIIII}Stfir, !JecauSQ
he was considered efficientlv suitable—ift I may distinguish the
defeated candidates in elections with a little cross in certain
'special cases—Shri Hagjer was no doubt dci‘catcd,_ but that was
on-a Pparticular issue. It may be duc lo an issué on the
question of a separate Hills State and gencrally this matter
concerned India asa whole, Sir, 1 think I may not be con-
tradicted if T say that Shri Hagjcl: is found to he a most suitable
person to be nominated, particularly when the number of
';‘uitable persons is not very great. Therefore, Sir, I say it ig
not the Government policy to nominate only the defcgted can-
~didates, but in certain circumstances, we arc to consider care-

fully whether the defeated candidate is @ suitable person or
not. If the defeated candidate is found suitable, Government
will certainly give him the nomination. So, Sir, I say that 1t 35
not always justified to criticise Government’s policy........

"' #Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA [Phulbari (Reser.
ved ‘for Scheduled Tribes)]: On a pointof information, Siy,
may I suggest that in future such nomination will be given aftey
taking the opinion of the District Councils ?
*S‘!lri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Finance):
That will be remembered in future, Sir.
g *PU LALMAWIA [Aijal-East (Reserved for Scheduled
Tribes)]: Sir, is it not a fact that more defeated candidages

are nominated to such committees in the Khasi and Jaintia
Hills District for the distribution of reliefs, etc. ?

,*Spec‘ch not corrected,

A .
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oo, “Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Finance):
(es, Sir. |
Mr. SPEAKER : That has come as a Question by the

hon. Member from Shillong and therefore, that has already
been disposed of.

*Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH:
raised the point, T would like to say that it was illu-
strative, not exhaustive. Here also the same thing
applies more or less with what I have already stated in the
case of Shri Hagjer. It isnot a fact that Government would
gain great popularity or support that certain persons are
nominated but due to the particular circumstances in certain
areas, these defeated candidates are nominated. This matter,
Sir, has focussed the attention of this House as well as Govern-
ment and I think this observation of th: hon. Members will be
recollected at the time of future nomination.

Shri Hamdhon Mohon Haplongbar said that the amounts
allotted for development work may be adequate but works are
unsatisfactory. That may be so ; "after all this is a question of
opinion, but this matter will be looked into. Regarding water
supply at Maibong Leprosy Centre, the revised scheme costing
Rs.48,(87 is under consideration. Again regarding Harangajao
Dispensary. This Dispensary is yet to be sanctioned and the con-
struction of the buildings will be taken up very shortly. Sir, the
construction of the buildings is synonimous with the dispensary.
Sir, I think we should not have so many dispensaries with bottles
of medicine only and no doctor. Sir, during the last General
Elections, when' T was touring some interiors, people were saying
what was the good of saying so many things during elections
when for the last five years the doors of many dispensaries were
closed. Sir, if we consider this subject, we shall find that the
doors of the dispensaries were closed due to the fact that there
is dearth of doctors. You cannot make a doctor as you like,
it would take at least five or six years to make one a doctor,
So why should we construct dispensaries which may not be
synonimous ? Sir, we can make pots and potteries, but we
cannot make doctors. Government will certainly give pre-
ference to dispensaries in the interiors and distant places where
the people need medical help most and where we cannot
render any medical help to them from the neighbouring dis-
pensaries. - Sir, if I have crossed over regarding this subject,
I hope the hon. Members of this House will excuse me.

The hon. Member from Cachar, Mrs. Jyotsna Chanda,
has mentioned about the Jowai-Badarpur Road. Govern-
ment will try to complete the road as early as possible and

Since my Friend has

*Speech not corrected.
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when completed is expected to remove the difficulty of the
people. She has also mentioned about the standard of Middle
English examination, Sir this is redundant, after only four
years of development, it is too early to examine and judge the
advantages, but this question is being taken into serious con-
sideration by all educationists of India both in the Centre as well
as in India. fr=17 =igs «fF=ga a1 With a view to meeting
all the needs of Lower Primary Schools and Qollcgcs every-
- where, to build up better men and women, to build up better
India mnobody can deny that it is not the wish of one and all
of us, but what can be done is the matter which aggravated
the minds of all the leaders in the country, therefore, Sir, I
find it hard to reply to that. As regards Engineering Institute
in Gachar I have said that it is not possible to open the Insti-
tute at present due to various reasons. y

As regards harnessing of Barak river for power a}rld industry,
one amongst other things is that the soil is not suitable. The
Flood Control Engineer and other officials stated that the
survey work did not show any sign of prospect, the only other
alternative is that Bunds should be constructed on both sides of
the river.

Sir, the hon. Member from Nowgong, Shri Lila Kanta
Bora, made interesting ohservation and important suggestion
regarding re-organisation of administrative machirery for the
success of the Plan as mentioned in the Budget and speech
also. Sir, Government will take up this point although this
reorganisation will take some time but we want that our plans
should be  successful. Another point, Sir, raised by
Rev. Roy is regarding the earning of the Shillong-Gauhati-
Pandu Route State ’Transport Organisation. Rev. Roy gave
some figures but those figures were not correct. I am giving
the correct figures as follows :—

Gross profit from goods ... Rs.34,75,811
Gross profit from passengers ... ... Rs.21,19,218

Total Rs.55,95,029

i, S—e

Gross expenditure ... ... Rs.38,83,029

. Therefore, the net profit is Rs.17,12,900. Sir, the other
point mentioned by him that empty trucks be utilised on
return trip, this question will be duly considered by Govern-
ment to_give back load to such empty trucks in order to
reduce the cost of carrying coal from Shillong to Gauhati.

.i
|
|

i

4
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Again, Sir, the hon. Member has also mentioned about
Mawsmai-Shella Road that the progress of construction is very
slow. The reason for the slow progress it is known to the hon.
Member himself as well as to the hon. Members of this House.
Regarding construction of a road bridge between Gauhati and
North Gauhati, the absence of a scheme, he said, was due to
short-sighted policy of Government. Sir, I need not say any-
thing on this because this will criticise the hon. Member him-
self.  Another point that has been raised by him is regardin
postponement of Khasi and Jaintia Hills District Council Elec-
tion. Itis not the fault of the Government to cause the great
disappointment to the people as stated hy Rev. Roy, but due
to various difliculties in the Khasi and Jaintia Hills, the people
themselves do not come forward to hold the election. There
is no question of oppression or suppression on part of the Govern-
ment. Sir, Rev. Roy again mentioned regarding adjustment
of relationship between Hills and Plains people. He said that
there should be fellow feeling, understanding and equal status.
He says that the question of separation is due to the fact
that the representatives of the Hills people are not taken into
confidence. Sir, we deeply appreciate what he said even
though we may not agree with all the points he raised in
respect of the Hills people which were not all in k
the realities. But even so, what he has stated must provoke
thought in us as to why my Friend harbours this kind of
feeling. These feelings may be correct and may not be correct.
The fact that he has uttered such things, it should be our duty
to try to come to an understanding for which we sincerely
hope that the co-operation from the leaders of the people of
Hills will be forthcoming. ;

Shri Abdul Jalil has mentioned about Madrassa educa-
tion. Sir, the aided Madrassa Institutions a
on the same basis as is applicable to other aided Institu-
tions of the Government. Sp, if there is any discrimina-
tion, he will be pleased to point this out to the Minister-in-
charge of Education. Certainly we shall make efforts to
remove the grievance, if any, on this score. He further said
that Rs.1,000 should be given to every cultivating family. = 1
say—why one thousand rupees ? It is not enough because
the pre-war value of Rs.1,000 will come to Rs.250 to Rs.300 and
with Rs.1,000 one cannot buy one pair of good Manipuri -
bullocks and seeds and mnothing will be left for purchasing a
shirt for his son. 1 think at least Rs.2,500 or Rs.3,000 should
be given. After all whose money is this ? All these crores of
rupees I have provided in the Budget belong to this State. The
hon. Members are the dispensers of these crores of rupees

eeping with

re given grants
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(laughter). But the hon. Members will find that the money we 2
have got is not enough to make our both ends meet. There-
fore we shall have to practise austerity among ourselves, as the
hon. Leader of the P. S. P. Group and Mr. Bhattacharyya of the
Communist Party have been pleased to state. Thesc are healthy
suggestions. Perhaps we shall have to cut some of our ameni-
ties. Sir, I am so sorry, 1 am speaking too fast in order to
finish my speech within the time limit and I hope I will get
time till about 11 a.m.

Mr. SPEAKER There are Starred and Unstarred Ques-
tions. Anyway, the hon. Minister will get 15 minutes more.

*Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Finance) : Sir,
I shall try to finish by this time and for this I shall have to touch
briefly the question raised by my Friends. Sir, my Iriend,
Shri Larsing Khyriem, has mentioned about the inadequacy of
bone-meal for distribution among the cultivatorsin the Khasi
and Jaintia Hills. Sir, Government will see to this.

_Shri Mahidhar Pegu has put forward three substantial sug-
gestions %‘cgal‘ding () land scttlement and land reforms, () seed
distribution, (ii7) cottage industries. Sir, Government will try
to give effect to his suggestions.

Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya was pleased to give three
suggestions which are highly constructive. Government cannot
but give due consideration to his suggestions without peril.
But to give effect to his suggestions, it will take time.  Then he
has mentioned about the freight charges of Steamer Company.
Sir, from 1938 to 1953 the charges have been increased by
324 per cent. Sir, we are helpless in this matter, so the Com-
pany }_laS t:dken advantage of our helplessness, which is unfair
and it is said in trade there arc some occasions when they
become unfair,

Shri Bhuban Pradhani has mentioned about agricultural
loan. I have mentioned about it before. Shri Hiralal Patwari
has spoken very useful things. It is about the milk supply.

Sir, schemes have been draw ithin the limits of the S it :
ke SIS , awn up within the limits of the Second

p n.

1 tTh‘?nhStlzil M}C]l Idris has spoken about jute ; alleged use of
shortweightthat the buyers buy about 48 seers in place of 40 seers
in 2 maund. Sir, a Bill was passed in this connection and we
are awalting implementation of the provisions on the instruc-
tion from the Government of India. Government is alive to
his suggestion and in future it will he seen if his suggestion can
be acted upon. Then he has mentioned about establishment

e S 5

oy’ J——

/ .

_—-.W

*Speech not corrected.

.
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of a Jute Co-operative Mill on co-operative basis. I hope
Shri Md. Idris with all his energy will take the initiative and
will be able to collect sufficient funds from the jute growers in
order to have such a Jute Mill in course of say 2 years. :

Shri Tarun Sen Deka has made certain observations which
arc good in their own way. Government will try to implement
them.

Shri Molia Tati has asked for introducing a scheme for
giving pension to the unemployed tea garden labourers. Sir,
in the present state ot things here in Assam we are notin a
position to give effect to his suggestion. But Government will
apply their mind and see if this can be possible in the measura-
ble distant future.

Shri Bishnulal Upadhyaya has mentioned that rinderpest
diseasc was rampant among the cattle population in Assam.
Sir, steps are being taken in this direction by making arrange-
ments for giving rinderpest injection in large number of cattle.

Srimati Padma Kumari Gohain has spoken about the most
important subjects like provision for Girls’ Hostels, training of
more compounders and 1nurses, provision for more maternity
centres. Sir, these are all important things which are meant
for the welfare of the people, particulary to our fair sex.

Sir, my Friend, Shri Lalmawia, has mentioned about non-
supply of (. I. sheets to Lungich Subdivision. Sir, I want to
inform the Housc that in 1955 it was decided by Goverment
to allot (., 1. sheets on quota certificate basis to be issued to
Messrs. F, H. Hazarika, the Sub-Agent of Messrs Buangthanga
& Bros of Lungleh, the registered dealer of Lungleh as
authorised by them. Ultimately the C. I. Sheets could not

¢ procured by the above agent in Calcutta in spite of pay-
ment of the advance money by the above stockist. Then fur-
ther allotment could not be made to the Subdivision as C. I.
Sheets could not be procured by their Sub-Agent in Calcutta.
The Subdivisional Officer was therefore directed to suggest
alternative arrangement.  The Subdivisional Officer suggested
for an allotment of 40 tons of C.I. Sheets and a regular
allotment of 20 tons. Then we communicated that regular
quota for 1956-57 was tagged with Aijjal quota and at the
same time requested him to intimate the destination station and
the route by which the C. I. Sheets are to be sent. (Sir, I am
afraid, the hon. Member might be finding it difficult to follow
me, as I am going too fast). Because this was very necessary
before any action could be taken for direct allotment to Lung-
leh. Reply has since been received from the Subdivisional
Officer that supply should be made from Aijal by road. As the
Aijal quota is being despatched to Secaltickghat, the Lungleh
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quota will also have to be booked to the same steamer-head
wherefrom the dealer shall have to transport the same to Lung-
leh. The Subdivisional Officer, Lungleh has therefore, been
directed to let us know if the dealer will agree to the same. If
the dealer agrees to lift from Sealtickghat, action for direct
allotment of quota to Lungleh from period 1 of 1957-58 onwards
will be taken in due course, otherwise Lungleh quota will have
to be tagged to Aijal.

Then he has mentioned about subsidising food. Sir, food
has been subsidised in that district. The rate of subsidy vary
from Rs.9 to Rs.24 per maund, in respect of various centres
and different commodities, and the expenditure that has been
made for subsidising food alone is this :

In 1956-57: For sali, Rs.1,25,000; for kerosene, Rs.25,000;
for sugar, Rs.21,620 ; for wheat, Rs.4,870. In 1957-58 : For
salt, Rs.1,34,000 ; for kerosene, Rs.31,200 ; for sugar Rs.22,000;
for wheat, Rs.6,000 ; for rice, Rs.38,100. But I may inform
the House that this amount of Rs.38,100 will not suffice and
we are going to make further provision. For Aijal and Lungleh
as far as this matter is concerned, Government are taking utmost
care so that the commodities can reach there in time.

Shri Sahadat Ali Mandal Saheb spoke about Fakiragram
embankment. The record of rights arc not available and there-
fore it is taking a long time.

Shri Ranendra Mohan Das was pleased to point out about
deficit budget and deficit financing. There is no time to try
to do justice to the subject aIthouEh I am not an economical
Pandit, _ But financing is a Central subject which cannot be
helped in the present context by our finance. The hon. Mem-
ber knows that to a modest scale financing has been resorted
to by the Centre since the big power is there which can spare
money for our purpose through some indirect means. Deficit
financing in India is mainly due to rising price of commodities
and the dearth of consumption goods. We have not been able
to put in the market as much consumption goods as we should
have put to check upward trend of price.

kHe also said to raise the standard of living. I can hardly
make any cominent on this, That is everyone’s effort to do it,

]Egctl how soon to do it ?  That is the crux of the matter of every-
y.

He ﬁalked of cottage industries. IFwe can spend all the
money we have provided in the current year, it will be a great
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thing, I can assure the hon. Members that cottage industries
work or co-operation work will not suffer for lack of fund. But

while we have got funds for it, we have not got perfect machi-
nery where it is required.

Shri Biswadeb Sarma talked
recommendations for plantation labour. It js an important
atter. Since our Minister, Shri Tripathy, who is a Minister

in charge of Labour and who is also a labour leader, will
deal with this matter.

of the Expert Committee’s

Shri ‘Thanglura mentioned of an important subject in res-
pect of paucity of funds. that is being experienced by the
District Council of his District. I will deal with this subject
later on.  Government will examine everything that he and
other Members of his District have spoken.

Dr. Srihari Das said somethin

! lar g about medical matteys. Our
Medical Minister

" will deal with them.,

U Jor Manick spoke about communic
transport in the hills, scholarships for tribals
particularly for giving correct training in agriculture, = Nob ody
WOplgl dispute that there is great necessity for giving correct
traming in agriculture, If we fail to give training to our agri-
Cult}lral_ Inspectors, sub-inspectprs and demonstratoyrs regarding
cultivation and also psychological training to enthyse our culti-
vators, our work will then greatly suffer. Government will try
to 1mplement his suggestions. But [ >

1t may inform him that
there are training classes where our

z ] agricultural demonstrators
get as much tralning as circumstances Permit.

ations and road
and agriculture,

Kumar Prokritish Chandra Barua said that Pakistan-India
boundary has not been clearly defined. I hope with the increase
of time things will be set right. He also said about difficulties
of small traders. It is our earnest endeavour to help in improv-
Mg matters particularly the border trade by taking them up
with the intransigent Pakistan leaders,

I may mention for his information thag ¢ i
for construction of a road from Bismuri to Sar};?;(;.l}zsm atopc?rlftfcszgi
the Bhutan border and this is being taken up.

Mahadevji mentioned of some jm

cern all of wus, that is, ‘=iy, g
Initiation.  We will try to give i
necessities.

Portant things that con-
¥ T that fy, fish, milk and
mportance to what are our vital
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The Leader of the Praja Socialist Party spoke of invisible
taxes. Really they are not taxes. Sir, it is our habit of cutting
the ‘s and dotting the ‘i’s. The Government is getting money
from such sources for the benefit of the peoplc. He was talking
of land reform and ceiling fixation at 60 bighas. He thinks
that the economic ceiling would be round about 20 bighas.
Perhaps nonc would differ that 20 cconomic bighas would be
sufficient or 30 bighas would do better. But it cannot be
denied that owing to pancity of land, 20 bighas will be reason-
able and 60 bighas will be ceiling. If need be, Government will
be driven by circumstances to revise the whole thing. He also
said that Government should enthuse our cultivators by land
reforms. That is the object of the Government and its policy
aims at that point. But the factis that the paucity of land of
our cultivators are standing in the way in giving full eflect to it.

He further said that in industrialisation Government should
take part. Sir, this suggestion is under close examination. But
experience does not show that Government-sponsored industries
are the best. Yet sooner orlater for this we have to tram a
set of personnel and that is the urgent werk which Government
seeks to do. It will perhaps be taken up in no time, His
advice to tighten our belt is welcome.

Shri Hem Chakravarty from Silchar spoke about Ayurvedic
treatment. This matter has becn taken up carnestly by my col-
league, the Medical Minister and he is going to upgrade the
Ayurvedic college. He is also going to have an Ayurvedic
hospital with a minimum number of 200 beds for the interior
with at least 8 beds. He is also perhaps going to open a re-
search centre for Ayurvedic attached to the college with 2 or 3
harberium for piaﬁts'

That is being contemplated and I think money will not be
wanting for this most important branch of our treatment for
the benefit of the poor people.

Shri Prabhat Narayan Chaudhury said that Government
had failed to convince the Centre and. therefore, we could not
have the Brahmaputra bridge. Sir, 1 need not take the time
of 'the House by re lying to this, He mentioned one important
thing, viz., the cﬁalay in budgetary practice and procedure.
This matter will receive consideration and I hope we will not
be open to this accusation next year.

Shri Dwijesh Chandra Deb ‘Sarmaand other hon, Mem-
bers mentioned about some very important points, but 1 am
sorry, Sir, Ihave no time to deal with them.
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Sir, I thank the House for the very constructive criticisms
offered and also patiently hearing to my rather lengthy submis-
sion for these two days. I thank you, Sir (Applause).

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, Medical) : Mr.
Speaker, Sir, I am extremely sorry, as I was lying ill yester-
day, I did not know the change of time and therefore,
could mot turn out in time to-day. There are some very
important questions and if you permit

Mr. SPEAKER : We have not taken up the questions yet.
The general discussion of the Budget is over. We now take up
starred questions. Starred question No. 13.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

--------

STARRED QUESTIONS

(To which oral answers were given,)
Contagion Influenza in Assam

Shri BISWADEV SARMA (Balipara) asked :

*13.  Will the Minister-in-charge of Medical and Public
Health be pleased to state :—

(@)  Whether the contagion influenza has spread over

the State of Assam and if so, what are the figures
of the victims in diflerent Subdivisions
tant towns ?

(b)) How many of these cases are of the

and impor-

g new type
popularly known as ‘Flu’ ?

(¢) What is the fatality, if any, from this epidemic so
far ?

(d)  Whether Government are aware that several Mems
bers of this Assembly including some Ministers
have been also attacked by this contagion ?

(6)  Whether it is a fact that this epidemic is unusual
and may have relation to the contagion spreading

over major parts of the world including India ?
(/)  Whether Government have any information to the

effect that this contagion might be the result of

the series of recent nuclear tests in the Pacific
Ocean ?

(g) What steps Government have taken so far and pro-

pose to takf: immediately to prevent the spread of
this epidemic and treatment of the victims ?
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(k) Whether Government think it urgent to close down
congested institution and congregations like
schools, colleges, cinemas, sports, etc., in the State

as a preventive measure ?

(1) Whether it isa fact that this epidemic hasspread into
various Government offices all over the State ham-
pering the normal working of the administration ?

(7) 1If so, what alternative arrangements have been
made in this respect ?

(k) Whether Government have undertaken any research
on this type of epidemic and if so, with what
result, and if not, whether the Government will
take immediate action in this regard ?

(/) Whether it is a fact that there has been great pres-
sure on all the hospitals in admitting victims of
this epidemic and large number of patients are
being refused for want of accommodation ?

(m) If so, whether Government propose to take imme-
diate steps to establish temporary camps for treat-
ment of the patients ?

(n) Whether it is a fact that there is acute shortage
of stock of medicines for treatment of this disease
and if so, what steps have been taken in this
matter?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, Medical) replied :

13. (a)—VYes, Influenza has broken out in some parts of the

gt?te and the attacks upto 15th June 1957 are furnished
elow : §

Places ' o Deaths
Dibrugarh (town) 8, 500 Nil
Doom Dooma | 10 ”
Tezpur i3 500 »
Dimapur ~ 109 .
Kohima 9 50

22

et S—
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Places Attacks Deaths
Karimganj Town 33 Nil
Jorhat o 6,367 P
Aijjal Nil

1"

(b%———None. Almost all the cases are reported to be mild
cases of Influenza.

(¢)—No fatality is reported so far.

(d)—Yes.

(e)—Yes.

(f)—Government have no information.

(g)—All District Medical Officers have been instructed
to be alert and to take immediate action whenever a report of
the outbreak reaches them. Propaganda to report immediately
the occurrence of the disease to the nearest doctor for medical
aild and other necessary advice has been made through
vitual and auditory methods. Drugs for the treatment of
patients free of cost have been supplied to all the District Medi-
cal Officers. All District Officers have been directed to open
special treatment centres in the towns where the incidence
of the disease is widespread.

. (B)—Yes. Action is being taken to issue immediate orders
to this effect. Educational Institutions at Dibrugarh, Jorhat
and Shillong have already been temporarily closed.

(i)—Yes.

(j)—No alternative arrangement is considered necessary as
the staff who suffer from the disease remain absent fora short
period only,
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(£)—Yes. Some investigation has been undertaken at
Assam Medical College, but the result is not yet available.
Research on ‘‘Flu’’ is a highly specialised subject. The Specia-
lists on the line under World Health Organisation and the
International Influenza Centre for the Americans are jointly
carrying out the research for the benefit of the whole
World.

(l)—Yes, thereis pressure in out patient Departments
where the incidence is widespread. Government have no
information about refusal of admissions for the indoor treat-
ment.

(m)—Will be done as soon as it is considered necessary.

(n)—No.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati) :
Have Government not been able to ascertain the figures from
Gauhati ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, Medical): We
have not received any report from Gauhati so far. Butl am
calling for a report.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: Has the
attention of the Government beecn drawn to the report of the
Doctor in charge of the Red Cross, Dr. Duara, that the num-
ber will be more than 50,000 at Gauhati ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA : It may be ; any way, we
shall get a report as early as possible.

Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY [Cherrapunji (Reserved
for Scheduled Tribes)|: What is the figure for Shillong ?

; Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA : I have already said that the
1 %urc 15 3,500 up-to-date. I may also state that here in Shillong
I centres have been opened for treatment—7 in the existing

€ that ou ‘vate ~actiti = a-
S il r private practitioners are fully co-opera

Shri BISWADEV SARM i i
; : A (Balipara): Were any ins-
tructions issued to cinema, houses t(o 31052 do'?vn ? Y

Shri RUPNATH ; . O 1
i T Rein question,BRAHMA : I will have to ascertain it j

Shri BISWADEV SARMA : Itis not a new question

Sir, I menti <c T Rogpd s :
o oned “‘congested institutions’’ in my Question

May I know whether in : : _
. structions were issued to the pro
of cinema houses to close down ? r 16: proprlclon

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA ;: T will look into it,

it ———— {——

-
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Mr. SPEAKER : His Question is whether cinema house
proprietors were instructed to close down their halls because
they are congested areas.

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, Medical) : That
might have been done. 1 have no information now,

Dr. GHANASYAM DAS (Deputy Minister, Medical) :
Most of the cinema houses have been closed. My hon. Friend
mentioned about sports also, but we consider sports should
not be stopped.........

Mr. SPEAKER : 1t is not necessary to give
What is wanted is reply to Questions.
ther the cinema house prop
down their houses.

an explanation.
: The Question was whe-
rictors had been instructed to close

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA : I will look into it and, if
niecessary, instructions will be issued to close them down.

Mr. SPEAKER : But I heard the hon. Deputy Minister
saying that most of the cinema halls have been closed.

Shri BISWADEV SARMA (Balipara) :
the cinema houses have been closed ?

: Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA :
Into the matter and take
been taken.

In which places

As Tsaid, Sir, I will look
necessary action, if no action has yet

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur) :

fact that some specific medicines for influenzy are n
m the market.

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA : So fur | h
from the Director of Health Services th
cine is not sufficient at the moment.

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS (Karimganj-North)l
May I know how many Members of this House have been
affected by flu ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA . | cannot give the exact
number, but it will not be less than 25 so far a5 I know.

Shri RANENDRA MOHANDAS: Witk regard to (%),
do Government consider the Assembly Chamber to be a
congested institution ?  (Laughter).

Mr, SPEAKER: Order, order.
need not reply to it.

- We proceed to Unstarred Questions.

It is not a
ot available

ave got no report
at the stock of medi-

The Hon’ble Minister
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

————

(To which the answers were laid on the Table.)

Dhamdhama Village Key Centre

Shri BAIKUNTHA NATH DAS [Rangiya (Reserved for
Scheduled Tribes) | asked

37. Will the Minister-in-charge of Veterinary be pleased
to state—
(a) Whether the Medicine Section to Dhamdhama
Village Key Centre will be opened ?
(h; Whether there is any proposal to that effect ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,
Veterinary) replied :

37, (a) & (b)—It is proposed to supply somc nmdici_nes {0
Key Village Centres, for carrying out [irst-aid treatment without
detriment to the main work of artificial insemination.

Shri BAIKUNTHA NATH DAS |[Rangiya (Reserved
for Schedule Tribes)]|: May I know whether the Govern-

ment propose to open medicine section with the village key
centres ?

. - MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : ‘The reply is
there.

Shri BAIKUNTHA NATH DAS: 'The answer is some
medicines will be supplied to the Key Village GCentres.

Mr. SPEAKER : Order, order. 1f the written reply is
there, the hon. Member need not put the question afresh.

Shri BIRENDRA KUMAR DAS [Patacharkuchi
_(Reserved for Scheduled Tribes)]: Will the Minister-
in-charge be pleased to state whether Government are aware of
cattle deaths amounting to 700 cattle in 7 villages in Uttar-
Baska and Dakshin-Baska Mauzas in Kamrup District, and,
what action has heen taken? '
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My, SPEAKER: This question does not arise out of
Question No. 37.

Shri BIRENDRA KUMAR DAS [Patacharkuchi (Re-
serve for Scheduled Tribes): Does the Minister-in-charge
know the number of cattle deaths in Lakhimpur District ?

Mr. SPEAKER : This Question also does not arise out of
Question No. 37. T was referring to Question No. 37 and we
will take up Question No. 38 when it comes.

Shri BIRENDRA KUMAR DAS: May I know what is
the number of catile deaths within the State?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,
Veterinary): Sir, I have called for the reports and I will
Pass on the same, on receipt, to the hon. Member.

Cattle Epidemic in the State

Shri BAIRKUNTHA NATH DAS [Rangiya (Reserved
for Scheduled Tribes)| asked:

38. Will the Minister-in-charge "of Veterinary be pleased
to state Whether it is a fact that there has been cattle epidemic
Iin the State during the month of April and May, 1957 ?

‘M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Ve-
terimaxry) replied:

 38.-~Yes. In the districts of Goalpara, Kamrup, Darrang,
Sibsagar and Lakhimpur.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa):
May I know from the Minister-in-charge what was the epidemic?

1\2-: MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: Itis rinder
pest, 1r,

Shxi DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA : Is it a fact,
Sir, that for want of vaccine cattle diedin large number?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHOURY: Sir, Govern-
ment have no such information that due to want of vaccine
ihe cattle died. There was a complaint for paucity of
serum, put that had nothing to do with vaccine.
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Shri BAIKUNTHA NATH DAS [Rangiya (Reserved for
Scheduled Trbes)]|: Are Government aware that the cattle
death amounted to 25 or 30 even in cases of vaccination?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,
Veterinary): Even in normal cases 25 to 30 % cattle
die after vaccination. If there is mass innoculation_there is check
against epidemic but that has got nothing to do with the cure of
_the disease

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa):
Does the Minister-in-charge know the number of cattle deaths
in Lakhimpur district ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY  (Minister,
Veterinary): Sir, I have already said that Government have
called for the reports district-wise and when I will get them, I
can supply them: to the hon.Members.

Establishment of a Veterinary Hospital at Shapahi
Khola in Jorhat Subdivision

: dShrimati KAMAL KUMART BARUA (Katonigaon):
asKe 5

39. Will the Minister-in-charge of Veterinary be pleased
to state— :
() Whether there has been a proposal to establish a
Veterinary Hospital at Shapah.i 'Kho]a in the
Holongapar Mauza in the Subdivision of Jorhat ?
() If so, when the works will be started ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,
Veterinary) : replied

39. (2)—No.
(6)—Dces not arise,

Shrimati KAMAL KUMARI BARUA (Katoni :
: at : gaon) :
Will the M1n1ster~1n-(-harge be pleased to note that there is a

great necessity of such dispensary in the area ?

verhri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,
g!;er inary) : Government Teel that there is a necessityito have
gtaizpensary not only in this particular area but all over the
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‘Alleged issue of licence for ligquor, wine, ctc.,
to Government Officers

Shri RAM NATH SARMA (Lumding) asked:

1
]

40. Will the Minister-in-charge of Excise be pleased to
state—

(@) Whether licences for use of liquor, wine, etc., have
been issued to Government Officers ?
(6) If the answer to (@) above be in the affirmative,

what are the names and designations of such
officers ?

1_S‘él'in-i CHATRA SINGH TERON (Minister, Excise)
replied :

40. (a)—No.
(b) —Does not arise.

Shri DANDESWAR HAZARIKA (Morongi): Mayl

know from the Minister-in-charge whether licenses are issued to
some clubs and bars ?

. Shri CHATRA SINGH TERON: Sir, this question
1s related to the issuc of licenses to  the Government Officers.
So it does not relate to the issue of licence of the use of liquor

by clubs and bars.

Dibrugarh Circle Chah Mazdoor Sangha Welfare

Centire
Shrimati LILY SENGUPTA (Lahowal) asked:

41, Will the Labour Minister be pleased to state—
(@) Whether Government are aware that in the

Dibrugarh Circle Chah Mazdoor Sangha Wel-
fare Centres arrangements have been made to
teach daily 310 tea garden labourers’ children ?

() Whether itis a fact that the Labour Officer of
Government after inspecting these centres
lately has submitted report to the Government ?

(¢) Whether Government are aware of the night
schools of the Dibrugarh Circle Chah Mazdoor
Sangha Welfare Department ?

(d) If not, whether Government propose to enquire of

it and arrange to .give some financial help
in those schools ?
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42. (a) Whether he received any representation from the
Dibrugarh Circle Chah - Mazdoor Sangha
Labour Welfare Department some time in
January, 1957 for some financial help to the
Department ?

(6) If so, what action Government have taken on it ?

(c) Whether he had received another representation
in 1956 from the same Sangha for opening 8
Labour Welfare Cenires and 5 Labour Clubs
and night schools in the Dibrugarh Subdivi-
sion ?

(d) Whether Government are awarc that the work of
the Dibrugarh Circle Chah Mazdoor Sangha
Welfare Department was highly praised by the
All India Congress Presidcnt,—Shm.U. N.
Dhebar, the delegates of Jogoslovakia and
Russia, former Minister of Labour—Shri O.K,
Das, Present Ilabour Ambassador, Shri B. C,
Bhagabati, M. P., etc. ?

(¢) Whether it is also a fact that the Labour Officer of
Dibrugarh sent a report some time in January,
or February 1957 to the Government after his
inspection of the Welfare Department ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister,
Labour) replied :

. 4l. (a)—Yes. Exact number of labourers’ children now
being taught under the arrangements made by the Dibrugarh
Circle Chah Mazdoor Sancha Welfare Clentres is, however,
not known. N '
(b)—Yes. ]
(¢)—Yes.

(d)—TIt is obligatory under the Plantations Labour Act
to provide for education.

It may be difficult for Government to give financial aid but
thq suggestion will be examined, It is also expected of trade
unions to undertake such welfare work.

LE2] (a)—A representation was submitted to the Chief
Minister, but financial aid was not directly sought for,
)—Does not arise.
(6)—Yes.
(d)—Government have no direct information except

copies of remarks sent alop with the application,
(e)—VYes, s e
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Shrimati LILY SENGUPTA (Lahowal): wtziway, Plan-
tation Labour Act 7ts stz =% 7 siwca fafyats w1-gR4 coila 01, @
M et iz Oitfag gfag, oty 360 ot ARe @ ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister),
Labour) : Plantation Labour Act wts fiff=is s ToR T A
TN 1R FTA FIT_ 4B programme TS 2RI T ity Wi (R TAAR
fegmt st atsrs, frgm FIT os afe Frgum w6 civs 29 =il | 16
CFAT IS Z3= T fFgna AFT Gnes civs 23 @90 FhEcE F948
T ATE F Qe (EEiR T AR 7 vew o8 R afem @4
Agreement ¢z ¢ty | T2 99T Fi% 27 |

Shrimati LILY SENGUPTA: =%91 i1 Memorial
Trustq ss=tsi o Base @ Tete 5= T Ffary 1% s 7ot P

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI : o3 =4
¢ &1 7 |

Shrimati LILY SENGUPTA : 13 fReiws 9fs oriasic 499 o

Tl [ patea T PATSl (S8caTE o e 4fE3 e vOb SN
(T F Fiaaea fw z2eq P

Unemployment in Tea Gardens
Shriznati LILY SENGUPTA (Lahowal) asked :

43. Will the Minister-in-charge of Labour be pleased to
state—

() Whether he is aware that for want of employment
in the Tea Gardens most of labourers born in
the tea gardens are no unemployed ?

(6) If so, whether Government will please enquire and
state how many such labourers are in the Dibru-

garh Subdivision and what action Government
have taken for their employment ?

44. (a) Whether it is a fact that w
labourer marries a girl from another tea garden, the girl does
not get any employment in the garden of her husband ?

(b) If so, whether Government have taken any action

for employment of such newly wedded girl in the tea garden
of her husbhand ?

hen a tea garden

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister,
Labour) replied:

43. (a)—Government have no informatjon.
(b)—Does not arise.
44. (a) and (b)—Government have no
obviously this will depend more on
in the new garden concerned.

information but
availability of employment



I
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Shri DANDESWAR HAZARIKA (Morongi): Is there
any proposal in the hands of the Government (o ascertain the
information in reply to Question No,43(a) which runs “Govern-
ment have no information.”

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister,
Labour) : I will inform the House that since we come to know
from certain representatives that there was a growing unemploy-
ment in the tea gardens, we have taken steps to have a sample
survey of the tea gardensso that we may be in a better position
o understand where there is unemployment and to what extent.

Participation by Labourers in last General Election
Shrimati LILY SENGUPTA (Lahowal) asked :
45. Will the Minister in-charge of Labour be pleased to

state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that theGovernment issued direc-
tion prior to last general election to all the tea
garden authorities to give all facilities specially
to give holiday or half holiday to the labourers
so that they might cast their votes in the last
General Election ?

(b)) Whether Government are aware that during the
last General Election most of the authorities of
the tea gardens in the Dibrugarh Subdivision
did not give such facilities to the labourers for
casting their votes ?

(¢) If so, whether Government have taken any action
on it ? )

(d) If not, why not ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister,
Labour) replied: 3 |

: 45. (a)—A direction was given to all interests concerned
in thelight of the advice received from the Government of
India. A copy of the press note issued by the State Govern-
ment is laid on the table, dia

Employer’s organisations were advised to give reason-
able facilities to their workers to cast their votes. Where in any
establishment a substantial proportion of workers applied in
good time for a substituted holiday on the polling day, i.e., a
holiday in lieu of another to which the workers were entitled,
the managements were advised to agree to it,
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i PRESS NOTE

Voting facilities to workers

Government of Assam’s advice to employers

The Government of Assam attach great importance to the
General Elections under the Constitution and would like to see
that all workers get a reasonable opportunity to exercise their
right to vote. They have, therefore, requested employers’
Organisations to advise their constituent members to give reason-
able facilities to their workers to cast their votes without
their being made to suffer any loss of wages.

It is also suggested that if in any particular establishment a
substantial proportion of workers apply m good time for a substi-
tuted holiday on the polling day_, that is, a holiday in lieu of
another to which workers are entitled, the management should
agree to such an arrangement.

Memo. No.GLR.459/56, dated Shillong, the 13th February
1957,

Copy forwarded to :—

I. Director of Information and Publicity, Assam, Shillong,
for favour of publication in the next issue of Assam Gagzette
and wide publicity.

2. Labour Commissioner, Assam, for favour of communi-
cation to different Employers’ and Employees’ Associations.

3. Special Officer, Assam Government Press, Shillong, for
information. .

4. Adviser, Indian Tea Association, “Cedar Lodge”,
Shillong, ;

5. Secretary, Surma Valley Indian Tea Planters’ Associa-
tion, E-3, Clive Buildings, Culcutta.

6. Secretary, Assam Tea Planters’ Association, Jorhat.

7. Manager, Assam Match Company, Dhubri.

8. General Manager, Assam Railways and Trading Com-
pany, Margherita.

9. General Manager, Assam Oil Company, Digboi.

10. Secretary, Assam Oil Mills Association, Gauhati.

11. Secretary, Bharatiya Cha Parishad, 9, Chowringhee
Road, Calcutta-13. :

12, Agent, R.S. N. and I. G, N,, Gauhati.
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13. Secretary, Indian National Trade Union Congress,
Dibrugarh.
14, Secretary, Indian Tea Planters’ Association, Jalpai-

guri.
By order, etc.,

L. BAROOAH,
Assistant Secretary to the Government of
Assam, Labour Department.

(b)—Government have no information. e
(¢) & (d)—In view of the position explained at (), this
does not arise.

Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOI (Titabar) : Sir,is it not
an anomaly of the second para of the Government Press Note
issued by Government when in many gardens therc were
difficulties o’ Labourers in getting holiday or leave to cast
their votes?  Sir, I think the second para is anomalous.

_ Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister) :
Sir, it is a historical fact but whatever is suggested by the
hon. Member will be taken into consideration in future.

Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOI: Sir, so many tele-
grams have been sent from many circles and Zilla Sanghas to
Shillong regarding these difficulties, but Government have
stated that they had no information of any difficulties.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati) :

Ffea fremeg ga,

Selli 51C5 cavmeg A |

elling out of some Land by Horoochari Tea Estate

Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOI (Titabatr) asked:

s Wlll the Revenue Minister be pleased to state—

(@) Whether Government are aware that the owner
of Haroochari Tea Estate, Jorhat, has sold
out several pieces of lands which were occup-
ied and cultivated by some families for a long

_ time ?

(6) If so, whether Government propose to arrange
the land to be enjoyed by the former occupants
who have cleared the jungle and made the
land suitable for cultivation ?

T
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Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Reveque) replied :

46. (¢)—Yes. Government have received report about
the sale of two plots with a total area of 72 Bs. OK. 19Ls.
But enquiries reveal that none of this land except 5Bs. was
in the possession of labourers on the date of sale.

()—This is a civil dispute between private parties

and Government cannot interfere,
Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOI (Titabar) : Sir, I brought to
the notice of the Government that some plots of land have been

sold at Hoorichari Tea Estate within Jorhat Subdivision.
Will the Government be pleased to allow

those lands to be used
by the cultivators ? :

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) : Sir, the
reply is there that this is a civil dispute between private parties
and Government cannot interfere.

Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOI: Whether there is
any case pending in the Court ? If some instances not pending
I the Court are brought to the notice of the Government,
will the Government return te the original cultivation ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS : There need not be any case
pending in the Court. As I have already stated, the dispute
15 between private parties.

Shri GOURI SHANKAR ROY (Katlicherra) : #m; sra
TMF & "ifgw Government # & g€ I 39 gwa T

Shri HARESWAR DAS: Yes, they can,
Sonari-Brahmaputra Ferry

Shri LALIT KUMAR DOLEY [ Moran (Reserved
for Scheduled Tribes)] asked:

47. Will the Minister,
ment be pleased to state—
(@) Whether it is a fact that the Sonari-Brahmaputra
ferry at Dibrugarh is running very irregularly ?
(6) If so, what steps the Government have taken  to
improve the ferry service ?

(¢) If the veply to (b) above is in the negative, why

no steps for its improvement were taken ?
(d) Whether Governmel:lt are aware that there are
recurring boat disasters causing loss of life in
the river Brahmaputra during the monsoon

since the great Earth-quake of 1950;in the
Dibrugarh Subdivision ?

mn-charge of Public Works Depart-
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(¢) Ifso, what steps have so far been taken by the
Government to stop these calamities ?

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister, Public Works
Department) replied:

47. (a)—In high and turbulent current during flood sea-
son, the ferry cannot run regularly.

(b)—To improve the ferry service a proposal to run it
with flat bottomed single boat fitted with engine is under
consideration.

(¢)—Does not arise. :

(d) There were two boat disasters causing damage
and sinkage of two marboats one in July, 1955 and the other !
in April, 1956. There was no loss of life in any one.

(e)—Reply as per (4) above.

" Result of election to the Gauhati University Court
Mr, SPEAKER : The quecstion hour is over.

I have great pleasure (o inform the House that hoth the
Government and Opposition Parties by mutual scttlement have
made election to the Gauhati University Court uncontested by
limiting the number of candidates according to the number of
Members to be elected. The following hon. Members are
therefore declared elected :—

1. Mrs. Jyotsna Chanda.

2. Shri Devendra Nath Hazarika. ,
3. Shri Lalit Kumar Daley.

4, Shri Prokritish Chandra Barua, and 4
9. Shri Tarunsen Deka,

Statement made by the Speaker regarding time-
limit in discussing Cut Motions on Demands
for Grants
Mr. SPEAKER : We now proceed with the Demands for
Grants. I understand the usual practice is to allot 50 per ceng
time to the Opposition and 50 per cent to the Treasury Bench ,
T now propose to continue the same practice.
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Now under Grant No.1l, the Opposition will get only 50
minutes’ time. Therefore cach one of them who want to move
the Cut Motions will get 5 minutes’ time.

So far as Grant Nos.20, 21, and 50 are concerned the
Opposition will get exactly 3¢ minutes. Now there are eight
members, so each one of them will get only 4 minutes’ time. I
think the hon. Members will consider the position. I think
it would be better if they put ‘their heads together and see
whether they could reduce the number of Members who will
move the Cut Motions standing respectively in their names.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur): Sir, what I
Propose to do is that in Grant No.11l, under General Adminis-
tration there are only two Cut Motions standing in the names
of Shri Ranendra Mohan Das and Shri Larsingh Khyriem res-
pectively for raising a general discussion, If the other mem-

ers are allowed to discuss the whole grant then we will move
only one Cut Motion either of Shri Ranendra Mohan Das or
of Shri Larsingh Khyriem and other Members will speak on the
Motion.

So far as Grant Nos.20, 21 and 50 are concerned, we
should better wait and seec how the arrangement will succeed
on Grant No,11.

Demands for Grants
Grant No. Il

25.—General Administration

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister, Home) s IVIT.
Speaker, Sir, on the recommendation of the Governor of
Assam, I beg to move that a sum of Rs.1,30,19 500 (Rupees
one crore, thirty lakhs, nineteen thousand and five hundrcd) , be
granted to the Minister-in-charge to defray the charges which
will come in course of payment during the year ending 31st

March 1958 for the administration of the head *‘25.-—General
Administration,

Mr. SPEAKER : The Motion moved is:
“That a sum of Rs.1,30,19 500 (Rupees one
lakhs, nineteen thousand and five hundred), be granted to
the Minister- in-charge to defray the charges which will come

in course of payment during the year ending 31st March 1958

for the administration of the head 25.—General Administra-
tion.”

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS (Karimganj—North):
Mr, Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that the total provision of

crore, thirty
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Rs.1,30,19,500 under Grant No.11, Major head—25.—General
Admistration, at page 58 of the Budget, be reduced by

Re.l, i. 6., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.1,30,19,500
do stand reduced by Re.l.

Sir, my intention to move this Cut Motion is to raise
a general discussion on the work of the Administration, Sir,
we have been discussing the Budget during the last three
days and we have suggested that due to our financial difficulties
the top heavy administration should be curtailed, wasteful
expenditure wherever found should be avoided. But the
Government has given no indication so far as these things are
concerned. The next thing we talked in this House is that
we should raise the efficiency of the administration and
corruption must be uprooted. In this connection, so long we
did not bring in any names of officers of the Government,
Rather we only criticise the Government. The Government
has failed to infuse that sincerity of purpose in the ranks of high
and low-paid officers. The high ranking officers have been
doing their work also without any sincerity for the development
of the State in the various develo pmental projects. They have
been attending to their routine work from 10 A. M. to 4 p, M,
in Ofﬁc?. But nowhere we shall find any sincerity and service
mentality excepting a very few.

. Sir, during these 10 years the Government have failed to
infuse that feeling among the officers in general.

In this connection T want to say something about my
Constituency. 1 come from Karimganj constituency, Karim-
8anj 1s a very important subdivision, During these years after
Partition all'sorts of troubles were going on there. There were

order troubles, there were smugglings of rice and paddy and
other things which were going on unabated. Some Government
officers whether of high or low ranks in Police Department and
other Depertments also are involved in smuggling business, In
the last general electiong in Karimganj the people have given
their Verdl_‘:t against the Government—one Minister and the Con-
gress President of District Congress Committee were defeated
The Congress p arty has utterly failed in Karimganj and the Sub..
d1v131%1 has practically been now called the ‘Kerala of Assam®.
Two ongress candidates returned on the strength of theiy
community only and four for Congress organisation., So, Sir
the public opinion is g ey

ub. 15 against the Government of the day in t
subdivision of Kanmgani' - ¥ he

RSN o g
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It is really painful to raise complaint against a particular
man. I would like to speak about one officer, although I never
like to bring any charges against such a small fry. But, Sir,
the whole public opinion is against him, I am compelled to level
certain specific charges as desired by the pepople of Karimganj.
‘There had been a public meeting concerning the activities of this
officer, He is an Assamese officer. We have no grudge
against any Assamese  officer. There are  many
officers of various communities also, say, Assamese, Bengali,
Bihari and officers from U. P. but we are quite happy with
them. The name of the particular officer is Shri Soneswar

Kalita. He is said to be the illegitimate child of Assam
Government.

_Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. The hon., Member
while referring to an officer of the Government should not

make - remarks as to injure his personal dignity but only his
activities as an officer may be called in question.

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister, Home): It isalso
not parliamentary, Sir, to use the word ‘illegitimate child’,

Mr. SPEAKER :

Yes, the hon, Member will please with-
draw it,

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS (Karimganj—North) :
If the Hon’ble Speaker objects, I withdraw it. Now, Sir, I had
to use this appropriate term chausc he was not appointed in a
regular way. As you know, Sir, this gentleman was a rival of
the Chief Minister, Shri Bishnuram Medhi, in the last election
of 1951 and because he withdrew his candidature, he was
given this post under the Government. That is why I said

that he is not the proper child of the Government. He did
1not come through a proper channel.

Now, Sir, on 31st July 1956,
the Muktears’ Bar Association in Karimganj Subdivision against
this officer, copies were sent to the Government since last one
year but unfortunately no step was taken. As you know, Sir,
our Subdivisional Officer was Shri R. K. Spivastava who is an
LAS. Officer. TDarlier Government prefered to place I. A. S.
officers in this troubled Subdivision, but Shri Srivastava was
tranferred to the Secretariat, and for the last few months
Government did not care to send any I. A. S. officer there but
allowed the Senior E. A, C., Shri Soneswar Kolita to officiate
as Subdivisional Officer, Sir,let me read out some extracts

a Resolution was paésed by



660 DEMANDS FOR GRANTS [20T11 JUNE,

from the Resolutions passed in the Muktears’ a Bar Association
meeting I mentioned earlier which give a correct public opinion
concerning this officer :—

¢«“Whereas Shri Soneswar Kalita, Magistrate, Karimganj, is
unfair and indiscreet in recording evidence and also in restrict-
ing whimsically the examination, cross-examination and argu-
ments resulting in scrious miscarriage of justice as instance in !

G/R case No.660 of 1953, in Misc case No.43 (M) of 1956 ; and

Whereas the said Magistrate at his whims sometimes
records incorrect, erroneous and misleading order in the order
sheet of respective cases as for instance in the case No0.2155 of
1956 in which case he wrongly recorded that the petition under
section 526 afier the disposal of the case ; and

Whereas the said Magistrate is incapable of maintaining
jpdiqial equilibrium rather appears to be perverse and vindic-
tive in gxercising discretion, vested in him by law in the matter
of granting, accepting and forfeiting bail and bail-bonds and
even in frustrating the very object of bail passed by the Sessions
Judge by abusing his power and by ingeneous mecans and in
allowing adjournments and adjoummcnt\' costs as for the great
harassment of the parties as for instance in the G/R Case
No.522 of 1953, Case No.16 of 1954, in the G/R Case No.55 of
1955, in the G/R Case No.174 of 1953 ; and

2

Whereas the said Magistrate is in the habit of making - \
unnecessary adjournments, only for the delivery of Judgments
in the cases to the great harassment, inconvenience and in justice
to the partics as for instance in the G/R Case No.20 of 1955 there
were about 14 adjournments. In case No. G/R 599 of 1954, 6
i;igg;lsraments, in Case No.1408 (I) of 1955 about 9 adjourn-

Sir, regarding the case of 19 adjournments, I would like
to say that the person involved was the cousin of the Congress
President of Kanmganj, His was a case of defalcation of
mOHCY. f\FtC_I' 19 ad‘]ournfnents Covcring morc than s1x lI’lOIlthS,
he del_wcred_ Judgment and the person was accused. I do not |
want to go 1nto the merit of the .case or of his judgment. I
It.:ave the matier .fOr the JudngHL_of the House. Let me con-
tinue Fhe resolutmp. “Wheras the unwholesome, insulting and
objectionable dealings of. the Magistrate with practising lawyers
not to speak of the parties and to the clerks coupled with his

.
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arbitrary refusal to hear the law

tion of the records and his ill temper have rendered it impossi-
ble for the lawyers to appear and conduct cases before him

with their prestige and position and the administration of just-
ice is in jeopardy ;

yers and to allow them inspec-

This meeting of the Karimganj Muktears’ Bar Association
urges upon the Government to take immediate step in the mat-
ter to relieve the litigant public and the lawyers of the gross
Injustice and handicaps they are labouring under and also de-
mands a public enquiry into the conduct of the Magistrate to
restore confidence of the public in the administration of Justice”,

Sir, if you make an enquiry you will see

that many other
officers, both Assamese and

, Bengali, are not happy with
this man because he finds fault with any and everybody and

even with menials—some were fined, some were dismissed or
transferred. All these things he does at his whims, Sir, to
Prove that this man is probably suffering from some derailment
of brain I will cite an instance. In a certain case involving
Passport offence, 7. ¢., some one entered India without a Pass-
port, this party consists of @ man, his wife and g child below one
year. These people were taken to the Court, tried and Judg-
ment delivered. Now his judgment is like this: he sentenced

th(_: husband to jail for 15 days, the wife for 5 days and the
child for 1 day (loud laugther).

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister,
point of order, Sir, can the hon. Member
the House the judgment which was

r, Home): On a
discuss on the floor of
passed in a court of law?

. Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, the hon,
mind that any judgment passed in
called in question in this House.

Member must bear in
4 court of law cannot be

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS (Karimganj__North) .

am not questioning tl_le Judgment. J cite it because it is a

peculiar case, Sir ; that is why T am telling about it. Now consi-

der what would happen to Jailor, Sir, when he will have to release

that child of below one year after one day which is still a breast-

fed child (more laugther, laud and brolonged) ? To whom the Jai~
lor will hand over that child?

e, : : Y suggestion, to the Hon’ble
Minister is that this man should be sent 1o Tezpur for examina-
tion,
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Now, Sir, there are other very serious charges. We know
during the British days when an officer has got too much
acquaintance with the locality, he is transferrcd elsewhere in the
interest of public services. But this man has been in Karim-
ganj for three or four years and he is taking part in all sorts of
Tocal politics. During the last Panchayat clection you will see,
Sir, that where the Congress candidate was defeated, he ordered
re-election on some pretext and in all other cases where the
opposition party were successful he cancelled those clections,

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister, Home): On a point
of order Sir, here again the hon. Member discusses the action
taken by the Magistrate.

j S}lri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS '\Kariinganj—— North) :
This is done not inhis capacity as a Magistrate but as Sub-
divisional Officer, so...... '

Mzr. SPEAKER : Thisis a matter which will have to be

gone into later.

I noticed that there is a rulc in the Rules of Procedure of Lok
Sabha regarding this but this will have to be looked into. In
the meantime, the hon. Members will refrain from making
rcfe‘felrcncc to a question which is lying for disposzll in a Court
of law. '

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: (Karimganj—North):
All right, Sir. Now, I shall show his activities in discharge of his
executive functions. T give instance of a Panchayat election in
Srigouri. Election was held on 28th April 1957 and a member of
the Opposition party was elected president hut after one month
from this day, 28th April 1957, the Sub-Divisional Oflicer gave
an order nullifying the election on the ground that the notice
which was issued for election was not valid. The fact is that in
that meeting all the members were present and in 2 lawful man-
ner they elected the President but it is surprising that after one
month he cancelled this election.

§hri MOTI];_{:A.M BORA (Minisier, Home): Was it done
by him on a petition of appeal ?

p Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS (Karimganj-—-North):
I do not know about that but what we have heard is that he after
discussion with the Congress lcaders passed this order. He could
have passet;l th}S order after a week or so but why did he take
one month’s time ?

4__‘- P —— #—"w—-ﬂ“—m
e L
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Besides this, on this matter there is a serious charge against

him. Election for the President of this Panchayat was fixed again
foytthe.5th June, 1957, ***

Mr. SPEAKER: As I have said already that I have little
difficulty as there is no specific rule in our Rules but it is
common sense and practice that a matter which is in the Court
of Law in any part of India this should not come under a Cut
Motion. This matter is being dealt with by the High Court, so we
cannot discuss this. So pending dispesal of this point at a later
stage, hon. Members will be well-advised not to say anything
in matters lying with a Court of law,

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: (Karimganj-North):
Then, another thing 1 wantto bring to the notice of this House
1s that several transferred petitions under section 520 (a) were
moved against this oflicer. 1 think, Sir, when there is resentment
against this officer by a large number of people in Karimganj
he should be transferred from this place atonce. I think, Mr,
Moinul Haque Chaudhury, now a Minister, while he wasa
pleader knew certain things about this person.

Maulavi MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,
Agriculture) : I think my Friend should not have dragged me
m this controversy as I am a Minister now. As a lawyer 1
might have had some instructions for some people.

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS (Karimganj-North); I
said Mr. Chaudhury not as a Minister but as a lawyer, But what
I want to emphasise here is that there may be hundreds of other
Kalitas, but we aie fed up with this Kalita. Government should
take up all the charges against him and hold an enquiry but at
any cost we should be relieved of him and if Government likes he
may be made the Deputy Commissioner of Shillong, but for
Heaven’s sake save wus form this corrupt and insane person

(Laughter). With these words, I commend my motion to the
acceptance of the House.

*kkExpunged under the order of the Speaker.
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Mr. SPEAKER: Cut Motion moved is that the total
provision of Rs.1,30,19,500 under Grant No.11, Major head—
25—General Administration, at page 58 of the Budget, be
rcduced by Re,l ie, the amount of the whole grant of
Rs.1.30,19,500, do stand reduced by Re.l.

Shri KHAGENDRA NATH BORBARUA (Amguri):
AT T AZMI—AT @llT FET Agrackia 700w AT 92 TS AR
FEATFAT {AAsAed s wah w0

4R 7% Fe Uiy Gfilg fE 4poa 9 oWl @TFENaE
GaATAdt W T B @St ? |
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R ot f3S40 — P e
B (TSP —E AT sty |

T4 BF 44 FrANNS—FAst 4= 71 wra «f =l (7E 474 W Tle
st ffSiT =964t wiy oot S e I ot ot D1 A G RO B A 1
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Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati):
Mr.  Speaker, Sir, my  Friend  Shri Borbarua  from
Amguri has criticised the Government of top-heaviness. I
think he has been too modest in saying so. He would
have  been  perfectly justified if  he would have
said that the Government = at present Is possessed ol swell-
headedness, and therefore, what is there in Parliamentary
practice and procedure is sc,)ught to be ignored and by-passed.
Sir, this Budget is an example of this. The purpose of a
Budget Session of the Assembly 1is to get the money necessary
for the administration passed by the Legislature sanctioned by
1t.  What should be done by the Government? In seeking for
the money Government shoyld place all the facts and concrete
proposa]s_ so far as they can be visualised on the day of
presentation of the Budget. Sir, no truth should be
concealed. T now charge the Government with concealment
of truth.  Sir, we see before us as many as 8 Deputy Ministers ,
but by going through the Budget, you will find that there is
provision only for 4 Deputy Ministers. Why this truth that
4 more Deputy Ministers  have been appointed has been
concealed from this House ? We don’t find either in this big
book or in the Memorandum that their pay has been reduced.
What more do we see ? The same amount that was drawn by
the -two Deput_y Ministers has been shown as the present
requirement. Will the rest serve as Honorary Deputy Ministers ?
If we look to the figures, what do we find ?° Over the budget
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estimate for the last year, on the “charged” side for example
on the Governor and his staff, an increase by asum of
Rs.2,000 has been shown. I do not say it is unnatural
There has been expenditure and it has been shown. But on
the ‘voted’ side for example on the question of Ministers we
find that apart from the Chief Minister there will be only
8 Ministers. Let us remember that this Government have
committed to only 8 Ministers. Let us see that a 9th Minister
is not appointed. Let us also hope that even during this
Session, 4 Deputy Ministers are ecither dismissed or made
to resign. Of course I have no personal grudge against any
one of my worthy Friends who have become Deputy Ministers.
But the misfortune is that the people at large have taken it
very badly. As a matter of fact the other day one gentle-
manj was saying in disgust that **% Sir, what I meant
to say was that people are disgusted -with so many
Deputy Ministers. Again, Sir, as soon as a Minister or Deputy

inister is appointed what is expected of him ? He or she
should take charge of the Department, iry to understand things,
try to get in touch with the office files and so on and so forth
so that he or she is not guided by the nose by the Secretaries,
Deputy Secretaries, Assistant Secretaries, etc., whose number is
increasing every year. What we find here is that the Ministers
and the Deputy Ministers are not content with the long tours
they undertook during the last election. As soon as they
became Ministers and Deputy Ministers they undertook long
tours at Government COStiveseenessivns'se

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister, Home): The
Ministers and Deputy Ministers did not charge anything for
tours during election.

#*+*Expunged under the order of the Speaker.
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Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati):
My point is when the Ministers and Deputy Minisiers had enough
contact with the mass people during the last election (laughter)
what was the necessity of undertaking these long tours as soon
as they became Ministers and Deputy Ministers ? We say
them undertaking long tours starting {rom Shillong to Dibru-
garh and other places. It was not only to show that he or she
was somebody (laughler) but it also enabled them to earn good
travelling allowances. Sir, what have we seen during the last
five years ? Assoon as the Séssion is over, some expenditure
is incurred which is not voted in this House and Government
afterwards bring Supplementary Demands for it and 1 can
show by quoting chapters and verses that this practice has been
there during the last five vears. 'There was not a single
Supplementary Budget where the demand for Ministers and
their staff was not one of the highest. Now, here I do not
want to be harsh, but I want to say, is it not dishonesty on the
part of the Government to show less expenditure on account of
the Ministers during the Budget Session and then bring in
successive Supplementary Demands ?  What was in the revised
estimate for 1956-57 ? Here we find that less expenditure has
been shown on the Ministers than what was in the Budget
for 1956-57. In the original Budget it was 4,77,000 rupees
but in the revised Budget it has been shown 5,58,000 rupees.
Here we expected that for the sake of honesty as the number
has been increased, as the pay has not been reduced, a higher
amount would be shown, But the money has been
shown less. The amount has been shown as Rs.4,83,000
why ? We will find that after the Session, Government will
come forward with a Supplementary Demand on this account,
Let the GOVEI:nmem give us an assurance that no Supplementary
Demand  will e brought forward in this connection.
Then we also see that so far as the tours of the Ministers and
Deputy Ministers are concerned, during the last five vyears
tht_arc_: was constant criticism on the fioor of this House that the
Ministers and_Deputy Ministers undertake unnecessary tours,
Even for opening a Middle English School which can be very
well done by a Sub-Inspector of Schools or a Deputy Inspector
of  Schools, the Minister or g Deputy Minister  will
undertake a tour of 300 miles and draw a handsome Travelling
Allowance from the public coffer., Sir, the purpose is something
else to earn money, Now, as we find that there is no reduction,
no less money has beer_l shown on account of these tours, I rather
apprehend that on this account also there will come up Supple-
mentary Demzfnds, Let me hope that it will not come. I give the
warning that il any Supplementary Budget is brought forward
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we shall not accept it. Sir, here again less money has been
shown with regard to the operation in Naga Hills. = Last year
it was 1,25,000. 'This year it is shown as 1,00,000. Do you
think ‘Sir, that it will‘® confine to one lakh ? No. In the
Supplementary Budget L would be raised again, During
Supplementary Demands it is mvariably said by the Government
that  “‘it cannot be discussed now. We are to confine our
discussions to the amount asked for. You are either to accept it or
to reject it”.  Such words will be said by the Ministers in future
also. You know, Sir, our number here in this  side
of the House. So the Government will carry it through.
In order to scal our tongue, shut our mouth, in order to
deprive us of discussion the conspiracy is there and these false
and fictitious figures have been shown, The long experience
of the last five years had very little effect, Of course we are
hearing from some of the Hon’ble Ministers many sweet words
that they are ready to take the hon, Members from the

PPosition in confidence, that the Mmatters will  be looked into
and so on and so forth (laughter). But, Sir,

4 fexls fomisr
':‘-!1?'{:'{7, ‘g ":?ﬂ:;*'i |
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So far as the General Administragion
the last five years we find that there hag no
ment. We" are always being misled.
giving us misleading figcures. I have ga]
for Ministers it was 9 lakhs, but here it ig shown as 8 lakhs
94 thousand. For the ‘Legislative  Body? when the revised
figure for 1956.57 1s 34 lakhs 38 thousand rupees here it is only
15 lakhs anq odd in spite of the fact that 3 more hon. Members
bave been added. The number ol Members now js 108. Last
tirfie it wag 105. Then District ;\_dministration: The reneed
for 1956.57 " yaq Rs.64,88,00. It has

: : been shown here as
Rs.4-6,30,000. Development bchemes_ under Article 275 the

revised ~ was  Rs.45,000. Now 1t has been shown as
RS.‘L0,000. In the case of Ghief h’ﬁnister S his
stafl’ of course it has been shown correctly. - But ‘so faratioim

inisters are concerned there has been a good deal of
understatement. From a sum ol Rs.5,88,000 they were going to
meet the expenditure when there were only 8 Ministers,
2 Deputy Ministers and 2 Par]iamentary Secretaries. Their
number is now increasing, but the expenditure has been shown
less. In  this way, Sir, there has been an altempt to mislead
the House either knowingly or unknowingly. This I say
because either in the budget spe

ech of the Finance Minister or
in the memorandum that hasg been attached to this budget

1s concerned, during
t been any improve-
Government has been
ready said that last vear
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or in the details we do not sce any scheme or proposal for
economy—that there will be any voluntary cut in pay or
anything of the sort. I say this because there are certain items
about this volountary cut in pay of Heads of Departments,
Ministers, other high oflicers, etc. This is what our
magnanimous Ministers have shown. I thank them for their
frankness. In the Centre there is a voluntary cut of 10 per cent
of pay of those highly placed people. In another State, namely
Kerala, the Ministers pay is Rs.350 only and the Chief Minister’s
pay. 1s Rs.500 only per month. Our Chief Minister gets
a salary of Rs.1,500. My point is, when there is no proposal
of voluntary cut or any economy Or reduction  in the number
of Ministers, how conld there be less figure shown in the
Budget ? [ do not want to dilate on (his point any more.

There are two other points on which I wanted
to say and these two points wcrc incfliciency and
corruption. About inefficiency about which the less is said the
better because these budget details  themselves show that the
number of Deputy Se(‘:'rclurics, Assistant Secretaries  and
also typists and other things is increasing. Why so ? Because
efficiency has been decreasing. At the (ime of discussion of
the report of the Public Acguunts (lommittee on the floor of
this House we found a proposal that there would be appointed
2 Commission in order to fix the ‘norm’ of work at least mn
our Secretariat. But this has not been donec. There is a
great deal of idling away of time. If the Ministers remain
outside for 20 days in the month and if the Secretaries and
Heads of Departments remain outside for about 25 days In a
month then of course their office stafl find «ullicient scope to
while away their time. That is not only 11 the Secretariat and
Heads of Departments’ offices but also 1D the District offices
whqre norm of the work is not found and so there 1S good
deal of waste of time. During the British regime therc were
two things—one is bureaucracy and the other efliciency. We
appx_"e(:latec! the efficiency. Now we have bureaucracy minus
efficiency in ‘the administration, We ind a great deal of
corruption owing to which you do not get 2 €oPY by paying
proper fees, as you shall have to give . dditional something as
tip. Similarly you do not get a S;\,per which you are entitled
to get unless you give something to the clerk” concerned and
others al}d to the bigger officers some ‘Dalt’ during Christmas,
Pujas, Bihu or Idd festivals. So, the result has been that not
only tb ere has been increase of taxation on the people visible
or invisible—but there has been this soct of taxation, that is (0
say, the premium on corruption. He who can pay more gets

-
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quicker relief and the result is that the poorer the man is the
greater 1s the denial of justice to him. When I said this in
the very beginning; some of my Friends including some
Ministers took great offence. Itis quite true that the people
have lost faith in the entire administration. Therefore, Sir,
it is high time that this House is alerted to the
opinion that the country holds about it. Government
should be conscious about its prestige among the people. It
might be said : We are the clected representatives of the people
who have given us confidence in the form of vote and we are
here as accredited leaders and so on and so forth. We all
know after all that in this form of democracy
elections are played, not only on the strength of merit but also
on the length of the purse eizTs wars being our motto. Let
us not forget this aspect also. Let us not blufl’ ourselves. Let
Us not remain content that as we have got the votes of the
people, we are the accredited leaders of the people. We have
still to win the heart of the people and that we can do only
by running the administration honestly and faithfully. The
Administration is expected not only to rule the people but also to
serve them and that can be done only if those who are highly
placed show an example of honesty and intearity ;: because
example is better than precept.’ Up till now in our State
Socialism is proceeding in the reverse, that is to say, the rich are
getting richer and the poor are getting poorer, exploitation is
Increasing and the exploited are getting more exploited. Let
us reverse that course

and let us try to be true to what we say.
Let us say what we mean and let us

: mean what we say. In
this Budget I do not find that.

With these few words and with these few charges to which
I expect a reply-—true and faithful—from

: the Government I
support the Motion moved by my Friend, Mr. Das.

Shri NILMONEY BARTHAKUR (Dibrugarh): Mr.
ggeglﬁal‘, Sir, I support the Cut Motion moved bhy my Friend,
ri Das.

Our Finance Minister has presented a deficit Budget, and
the deficit is the highest in this State than ever before. But
he has not suggested any remedy to make up this deficit. One
of the usual methods of shortening budgetary deficits is to take
effective measures of

cconomy by pruning the different branches
of our top-heavy administration. In the General Administration



672 DEMANDS FOR GRANTS [20Ti1 JuNe,

there is much scope for such economy. As my Friends, Mr.
Barbaruah and Mr. Bhattacharyya have said, the economy
must start from the top. There are at present 8 Ministers and 8
Deputy Ministers, or I should say half-Ministers, in the State,
I think more Ministers are yet to come. And for this they have
allotted a sum of only Rs.4,82 600. If wecompare the last
year’s figures, we find that last year there was a Budget provi-
sion of Rs. 4,76,900 for 8 Ministers, 2 Deputy Ministeis and 2
Parliamentary Secretaries, but in the revised  estimate the
actuals came to Rs. 5,57,998.

Now, Sir, we have 8 Ministers and 8 Deputy Ministers on
the stage and a few more Ministers and Deputy Ministers are
in the green room. But for them a sum much less than that
for the last vear is provided. The Government, therefore, shall
have to bring a Supplementary Demand for grant under this
head after a few months. It has been the habit of the Govern-
ment to deceive the pcop](: bv L;ivjng‘ low i'l;_{m-(:,-; of c:\:pcnditurc
in the Budget and then come é,q;dn with  Supplementary
Demands. But this time, they shall have o be satisfied with
what is there in tha Budé-::t. "Theyv should be given no other
option, cither they should reduce their pay or recuce their
numbers.

Sir, the Ministers preach austerity to the people but  they
do not themselves practicc it. Why do they not make @
voluntary cut in their pay and allowances as their brothers-i-
faith in the Centre and Uttar Pradesh have done ? Why
the number of Ministers and half Ministers cannot be reduced ?
Sir, in Kerala, which has a population of 114 millions, they
are running the administration as efficiently as in any other
States in India with only 11 Ministeis and no Deputy
Ministers and no Parliamentary Secrctaries. I donot think
the worst enemy of the Kerala Government will say that the
administration in Kerala is Jess cfficient than the administrd-
tion In any other part of India. 'Then, Sir, in addition to ther
salaries, a huge provision has been made for our Ministers and
Deputy Ministers on  account of contingencies and tour allow-
ances. In this connection, I may state, Sir, that in the
month of May, just after the formation of the Ministry, they
were golng about the State at Government expensc, In the
last week of May, nearly all the Ministers and Deputy Mini-
sters v1,~'1te:d Dibrugarh ind I could not understand what was
_the ostensible purpose of their visit. Of course, the Minister
in-charge O_f Finance who is also Minister for Supply, had some
talks with the mill owners there. Barring him, I do not find
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what was the purpose of other Ministers visiting Dibrugarh
except to carn their Travelling® Allowance or to raise funds for

the ensuing Congress Session in Assam. I understand the
Ministers collected good funds during their tour.

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister, Home) : Was not the

Education Minister lving ill at the hospital at that time ?

NILMONEY BARTHAKUR (Dibrugarh): That was
possibly the only exception.

Now, Sir, let wus contrast the pay drawn by the Ministers
with the pay of the low-paid Government servant, whose mini-
mum has been fixed at Rs. 61-8-0 in  Khas] and Jaintia-Hills
and Rs. 58-8-0 in the rest of the State, by the Pay Committee.
We find a great disparity here. This revised pay hasbeen fixed
ou the basis of figures supplied by the Statistical Department.
The Statistical Department has calculated that ap average
family consists o 3 consumption units. This figure is either a
jugglery of the Department or an invention, If a survey is
carricd out in this State, it will be found that the size of an
average family will not be less than 34 consumption units.
Nevertheless, they have calculated the size of a tamily at 3
consumption units and have state.l that Rs, 29 per month is
Necessary for one unit. This is another new invention by
our Statistical Department. If we take the view of the
highest authority 'in India, »iz.,, Dr

Zes . W. R. Aykryod, we find
that calculating on the basis of 1953-54

consumption unit, Rs.35:38 is necessary
aside the cost of fuel, housing, clothes, education, festivi-
ties. - "etc. ‘The food expenscs  alone come to Rs.35.38,
taking the price level prevailing in India as a  whole in
the year 1953-54, But here in Assam, the price level is the
highest in India. Even the Venugopal Committee, a Com.-
miftee  appointed by the Government of India, admitted
that the price level in Assam was the highest in

price level, for one
for food alone leaving

India. But
even  then, our Statistical Department calculates that in
the year 1956, the minimum expenditure per consumption
unit in Assam comes to Rs.29 per month! T

say, Sir, this
9 per consump-
87 should be the basic
nment have found them-
ure in view of the low
finances of the State, If

figure is wrong. But even if I accept Rs.2
tion unit, three times of Rs.29, z.e., Rs.
minimum  wage. But owr  Gover
selves unable to accept even this low fig
national income and depleted
the Government have not found it possible even to give
the minimum wages, I do not understand the farce
of appointing a Pay Comimittee.  Why should there hav.e
been a Pay Committee, if Government cannot accept their
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recommendation ? The Government should have fixed the
pay of low-paid emplovees at a pre-concieved level  without
trying to make it look scientific. But this, at least poor
peoples’ money will have been saved.

Then, Sir, not only in calculating the cost of living
or consumption units per family, in other mauers also, the
figures compiled by the Statistical Department arc cither
wrong or are a jugglery. Take for instance, the agricul-
tural figures. TFrom the figures furnished by the Department,
we find that production is increasing every year, but I can
refer to certain bulletins where they have pul different
figures, with regard to production of tea, production of

potato, etc. Very often we find that the figures do mot tally, .

let glone their conforming to realities. Sir, I may be per-
mitted to state in this conmection that the work of “the
Statistical Department is very important. It is on the
basis of the figures supplied by them that ~ Government
policies are framed. It is, therefore, essential that we
get correct figures, For that, I  suggest that  a  Statis-
tical Research Committee, consisting not only of Statisti
cians but also of economists and planners, should be formed
and they should be entrusted with collecting correct
data in our State. For example, 1 can say the Statis-
tical Department have made a sample survey of 17,000
villages in the plains, But [ know, Sif their Inspectors
have not visited more than 200 villages. For the rest,
they must have relicd on the figures supplied by  the
Mandals, which are bound to bhe fictitious. Therefore,
SlrsISubl’llit, if the Government do not take steps even
now to devise a machinery to collect proper figures and to
collect and sysiematise them, there will be no  basis for
the policies to be adoptcd’bv Government and all the States
plans will, therefore, go to pieces and with it the future
of the people of the State will also go to pieces.

*Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur): Mre
SPPakC‘": Sir, in supporting the Cut Motion moved by my
Friend, Shri Ranendra Mohan Das, I would like to empha-~
sise the 1mportance of improving the tone of administration

*Speech not corrected

o i . 7 "‘ Iﬁﬁ »
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for the successful implementation of our plans. Rightly,
Sir, we have taken up as the firstdemand the demand
for General Administration because without an efficient
and prompt Administration it is not possible to  carry
out any plan, whoever may be at the helm of the
affairs. However, laudable may be our plans, if we do not
have an efficient adminisiration we cannot implement the
plans.  Sir, while discussing about this tone of adminis-
tration, one thing we have to remcmber is that the Ministers
are the framers of policies only. They are to decide upon
the policies and leave them to the administration. The
task of carrying out this policy, which means that suffi-
cient initiative must be left with the administration lies
in the officers. Otherwise thereis no meaning in  giving
such  high salaries to somec of our Secretaries, Heads of
Departments and to our district administrative officers.
If we treat them only as workers who are supposed to do what
we dictate, it is really a sad thing. In our State that
initiative has been taken out from the hands of our
officers so far as the policy matter is concerned. I can see
that initiating the policy must be with the Government
but they have not done that. The oflicers, I feel; fogSie
should be given the full freedom to carry out their initiative.
Unfortunately, wherever we go we find that the  officers—
I mean the officers of to-day—lack the initiative. The very bri-
lliant officers in our cadre—though they.are very good officer—
dare not do anything lest they may incur displeasure to the
Minister concerned with the Department. Sir, it has gone
to  the extent that in the matter of making appointment of a
peon or that of a Lower Division Assistant, the dictates
from above that so and so must be taken in were
carried out. The officers, therefore, had to take them just
because if they do not do so, they may be transferred to-
other places or they may not get their promotion or what-
ever it may be from the Government. Sir, this factor has to
be very carefully considered. In a democratic society  there
was a division of labour and one should not enter into such
a domain unnecessarily. In that domain he must be fully

free to carry out the programme. The Minister will be there
If there is anything wrong in implementation of the pro-
gramme, the Minister is there to correct him. But so long as
he is carrying it out faithfully, my submission is that the
officer must be given full initiative and full freedom to
carry out his work. Unfortunately (I need not go into the
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specific cases of this nature) however, this has been the
case with our officers. They do not feel that they have
the initiative. Secondly, Sir, our officers have bf_:en over-
burdened in certain cases like the District Administl:ap‘.fc Heads
with some unnecessarv functions. Whenever a  Minister visits
or is to pass through Gauhati, he wants that the Deputy
Commissioner should be there to pay his respcct or whatever
that may be even unnecessarily. Almost in a weck one
Minister will visit Gauhati and if somebody from the Centre
comes to Borjhar, we want that the Deputy Commissioner
should go and meet him. There are as many as 30 to 40 Com-
mittees over whick we want the Deputy Gommissioner to
preside. Then also the Deputy Commissioner is to tour the
district. Unless there is some rationalisation of the ‘work and
unless we can leave the Deputy Comrmissioner or other officers
free from things which he is not required to do and give him
n:ore specific work wherein he can devote more time, our ad-
ministration is bound to suffer. Sir, some how or other politics
has entered into the administration also. We find that our
officers, because they fear of transfers and want to be promoted,
instead of coming from the front door they have taken the back
door for receiving financiaj patronage. He is allowed to do
certain work for the Minister which he is not entitled to do.
I know of'such cases with the Election Oflicers of Government
who are ever eager to please the party in  power.
They openly supported the party in power, and even
when the attention of the Government was drawn and enquiries
made, no action on such officers was taken. I do not want to
blame the officers. T was in correspondence  with the Chief
Minister on this matter, and, I must say that inspite of re-
mlndﬁl'ff, 1nspite of my earnest request that the matter should
be considered properly and cncuiries made and  also inspite of
the fact that the then Hon’ble Finance Minister said on the floor
of the House that Government will not allow any officer to
inrlulge_ m politics, these officers were allowed to do so in con-
travention of _their profession. Sir, this is becausc the spirit of
pleasiﬂg certain party has developed in our oflicers due to the
fact that by pulling wires from behind they may be able to get
certain amount of consideration from Government. We want
the co-operation of the officers, no doubt, but at the same time,
those officers wl}o have been serving Government with devotion
should also be given promotion. Sir, these things are important
because they alone can tone up our administration. If we are

really to succeed in toning up our administration and winning

the best confidence and co-operation from our people, we must

make our administration free from politics. Just now, the Finance

4




1957] DEMANDS FOR GRANTS 677

Minister stated that it will take ten vears to have the beginning
of what we want the administration to be. Sir, ten years may
be for perfection of the administration but even now for five
years we have been shouting here and outside, not a single
step was taken by Government to remove the difficulties which
our people want to be removed immediately. Sir, I will also
come to the question of the Cabinet. It has been said here the
other day that it is necessary  to remember that we are for a
very bad time, we are short of funds and we have not got
cnough finance to implement our plans and meet our require-
ments. But here in this House in 1952, we criticised that the
Cabinet should not have a ten Minister Cabinet, We are told
that the Cabinet should not be a bigeer ome. This matter
should be looked into in future for the sake of administration
of the Government and not for fulfilling the party affiliation.
We had to increasc the size of the Cabinet to 10. Not only
there are 10 Ministers, we have got 8 Deputy Ministers, If the
Newspaper report is correct, we are going to have two more
Deputy Ministers. There may be two or three Parlia-
mentary Secretaries.  Sir, in a House of 108 and with a popu-
lation of less than a crore we are to have ten Ministers | Is it
necessary P Is it not possible to rationalige the work and to
run the administration with less than 14 Ministers, 8 Deputy

inisters and two or three Pm'l';micntal‘y Secretaries ?

Secondly, about pay also I do not grudge. Because I know
that many people earn more than what they are getting here
as pay. ‘Lhis is a political aspect on their life, As Minister
they must suffer, When that is the position it is necessary that
their pay should be reduced. It i always easy to justify a
certain thing as lawyers very often do, and that on either side
something can be said by arguments which can always be
advanced.  But, Sir, my point is, looking from the whole
State  of affairs obtaining in the State and considering the
same from economic aspect, political aspect and every other
aspect, is it not time for us to make gz beginning and show
to others that we have reduced the pay so that the people

alse show eagerness for sacrifice for the successful implemen-
tation of the Second Five Year Plan,

Then, Sir, about tours we discussed this matter here in
this House. It is not necessary that two or. ihkde Ministers
should go to a certain place, " and also it is not necessary
that a Minister should visit the same place after two or
three days when ancther Ministey has already visited the

same place. Sometimes it happens that over-night a Minister
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goes to a place for two hours, say for instance, Dibrugarh
and next morning he comes back to Gauhati and we find
the next day he goes to Dhubri. Is it not possible to
rationalise that type of tour ? The responsibility of the
Ministry is collective responsibility. Suppose a particular
Minister, say, Minister for Food and Agriculture visits a
certain place, if something regarding l.ducation, something
regarding Public Works Department are told by the people
to him then he can on his return from the tour apprise
the Minister, Education or the Minister, Public Works Depart-
ment about what he was told by the people. Is it necessary
that all the Ministers should visit the samc place at a time?
We know that the tours are also very cxpensive. So the
number of tours should be reduced. I do not say that the
tours are not necessary. Only those tours should be under-
taken by those Ministers who will be able to know things on
the spot, and secondly it is not necessary that there should
be duplication of tours where it could be casily avoided.

I hope the Ministers will accept this suggestion. I do
not say this with any feeling or with a view (0 bring them

down. But this is the feeling of the people, and I hope that
they will consider this.

With these few words I resume my scat.

Mr SPEAKER: I would invite the attention of the hon.
Members to the Rule 17(1) which prohibits any reference
to any matter of fact if a judicial decision 15 pending.
Now this applies both to the debates in general as well
as discussions on the Demands for Grants. This Rule
1s on all fours with the })l‘ilctiCC of the House of Commons where

any reference to matters pending a judicial decision are out
of order. .

Rule 210 of the Rules of Procedure of Lok Sabha rules
out any cut motion to a demand for gran( which relates toa
maltter which isunder adjudication by a court of law having
jurisdiction 1n any part of India. Under the circumstances,
any reference to a matter pending before a law court shall
be out of order. I therefore dirgct that rcference made by
the hon.  Member  from Karimganj in moving his Cut
- otion to a case which is under adju&lication of the Hon’ble
Assam High Court is out of order and as such it should be
expunged from today’s proceedings.

i
3
!
1




1957] DEMANDS FOR GRANTS 679

Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned for lunch till 2 p. M.

(After Lunch)

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister, Home): Mr.
Speaker Sir, as many as five hon. Memder of the Opposition
have taken part in the discussion on the Cut Motion. Sir,
some of the observations they have been pleased to make are
welcome to me and I agree with some of the observations
they have made, but some of them,I am afraid, are not
based on facts and are rather wunfair to Government.
I will try tc reply to all the points raised by my Friends
opposite, if time permits. If, however, for want of time I may
not be able to meet all their points, I request my Friends
not to go with the impression that Government is going
to neglect their observations. that are worth consideration.

Now, Sir, both my Friends, Mr. Bhattacharyya and
Mr. BRorthakur, from Dibrugarh, have pointedly drawn the
attention of the Government and of this House thai the
present  budgeting is not an honest budgeting and that there
arc some concealment of facts especially the budgeting with
regard to the pay and establishment of Ministers. My Friends’
contention is this, Sir. The amount of over 5 lakhs was
shown Jast year under this head, or in other words the
actual revised expenditure under that head came to over 5
lakhs and odd and this time in the present budget under this
head a provision of 4 lakhs of rupees and odd has been made. My
Friend’s contention is that when we are having the same
number of Ministers and when the number of Deputy Minis-
ters has increased to more than double, why then under this
head the expenditure has been shown as more than a lakh
less and for that they allege that this is not an honest
budgeting and that there has been concealment of facts. My
Frienc’s “apprehension is that we are showing less now because
we will come up later with a supplementary demand to make up
that figure. Now, Sir, my Friend’s apprehension is baseless. If he
will only scrutinise and examine the figures more closely he will
find that this time we are using knife to the utmost. Itis known
to hon. Members of this House that we are required to conti-
bute a large amount of money from this State for the Second
Five-Year Plan, and financial position of the State being very
difficult we have to take drastic measure of economy and drastic
cut is sought to be made everywhere keeping in view safety
and efficiency in the administration. It will be seen, Sir, that
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under this head last year travelling  allowance  of Minister was
Rs.1 lakh 25 thousand whereas tln.»: titae it is only Rs.90 thPU-
sand. Thus under this head we have reduced  the wavellin

allowance of Ministers by Rs.35 thousands. 1 here have been
complaints that Ministers are going on tour Loo frequently and
also unnecessarily, aud therefore iravelling a_Iivm anc:: Is mounting
up. If my Friend examines the budgect figures closely he will
find that tne travelling allowance of Ministers =L_i1|s year has been
reduced t6 90 thousand rupees only. Then again last year a sum
of over 6 lakhs iad been provided tor purchase of cars for the
Ministers, but this year this amount was 1ot shown because we
are not going to purcha-c any new cars for the Ministers. So
if you deduct this amnount of Rs.35 thousands plus Rs, 6 lakhs as
I have stated above, the expenditure under this head, about
which my Friend Lias objectcd, actually comes (o four lakhs and
~odd. So there is nothing dishonesty in this yeur’s budgeting nor
there is any concealment of facts,

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYVA (Gauhaii) ;

n a point of informatio, Sir, is not the number of Deputy
Ministers increased this time ?

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister, Home): I am coming
to that, Sir. So far ag Deputy Ministers are concerned the expla-
nation is very simple. Acbm‘éling to the Budget Manual ]| items
of expenditure to he incorporatc(l in the Budget are required to
be sent by the Departments « oncerned belore i5th October each
year. At that time it could not by all human imagination’ be

ascertained what could be the number of Deputy Ministers in
the next Govey nment,

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA. s
not the necessity  for

C having  more Deputy  Ministels
forescen and if not, why?

Shri MOTIRAM BORA : Sir,

the new Goverpment

was only constituted on the 22nd  April last whereas

the budget Provision had to he made much before that

date. As such, the Provision made for Deputy Ministers durmg

the Jast year, had to be kept for the current year. When
the new Mlmsu_'y Was  constituted with cight Deputy Ministers,
it was not posglble to make any alteration in the budget figures.
It was not possible to Cut or alter figures as it was too late then
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Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati) :
i

L am pointing out that this is in flagrant violation of sub-rule (4)
of Rule 117 of the Assembly Rules.

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister, Home) : From 4, it was
Increased to 8 and the expendicure on 8 Deputy Ministers could
not be incorporated in the Budget as alteration of the budget
figures would be necessary, and this was not possible. After the
formation of the Minisiry when the Budget was placed before
the Cabinet. it was  found that it was not possible to alter
the figures. That is why it was allowed to remain as it is.
No b.dy could foresee what number of Deputy Ministers would
be needed. Sir, how could we provide for 8 Deputy Ministers
at the time of preparation of the Budget without knowing what
number of Deputy Ministers would be needed ?

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: Whether
a thing that is already known at the time of raming the Budget
can be left on for a Supplementary Budget in the tuture ? Is

it not a fact that only for unforeseen things Supplementary
Budget is warranted ?

Shri MOTIRAM BORA : How could an outgoing Ministry
foresec what number of Deputy Ministers would be required ?

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: Do we

understand that this Budget was the Budget of the outgoing
Ministry 2

Shri MO'ITRAM BORA: Yesin a sense, The new Minis-

try came into being on 22nd April, but it was too late after
2znd April to alter those figures.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA : These are
all post-mortem figures. )

Shri MOTIRAM BORA : That is inevitable 3 nobody

could foresee what number of Deputy Ministers would be
needed.
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CAPTAIN WILLIAMESON  SANGMA  [Phulbari
(Reserved for Scheduled Tribes)]: What about Parliamen-
tary Secretaries; are we going to have them ?

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister, Home): How can I
say that ? This is a question which cannot be replied by me.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA [Gauhati):
In the Budget it is shown nil. So the principle is that there will
be no Parliamentary Secretarics. What is the opinion of
Government ?

Shri MOTIRAM BORA : Government have not yet
come to a decision in this matter.

Now, I would go to some general observations made by
my hon. Friends in the Opposition. TIirst I take observation
No.l that the Adminisiration is top-heavy in our State,
Most of the hon. Members who have brought this charge against
the Government waxed ecloquent that we  are allowing
the Administration to become top-hcavy. Sir, I would
only be too happy if 1 could accept this statement as true,
but, I have examined the case and find that it is absolutely
otherwise. This can be illustrated by referring  to certain
facts and by a comparison with other States. If welook to the
cadre of Administrative Service in Assam and if we compare it
with Orissa or Kerala what do we find ? e will only find
that the cadre in Assam is the smallest one. The cadrein
Assam 1s 55, in Orissa it is 85 and in Kerala 66. If Assam
1s comparcd with Kerala, we will find that in Kerala they
have a cadre of 66 while we have only 55. So we stand a
favourable comparison with Kerala. Similarly the cadre in
Orissa is 85 whereas our cadre is 55. Here also we stand a
favourable comparison.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: On
a point of information, whether our area is bigger than

West Bengal . g b
Bengallf gal and whether our cadre is bigger than West

Shri MOTIRAM BORA: Our cadre cannot be bigeer
than that of West Bengal. West Bengal have a m%%h
bigger cacllre than Assam. As I said, the cadre in Assam
is the smallest in the Indian Union; we have got only a

cadre of 55 and our Administration cannot be called top-
heavy. =
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Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA ; (Gauhati)

Then the number of our Ministers should be reduced to half,

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister,

Home) : Why does
he confuse the ]

cadre of administrative service with Ministers’
cadre? His statement is that our administration is top-heavy.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA : Including
the Ministers.

Shri MOTIRAM BORA: How can Ministers conie in

here, Sir ? I ain refuting the allegation that our administration
is top-heavy.  After carefully comparing the figures with
Orissa and Kerala, I have been.. 1 think, able to convince the
House that we stand a favourable comparison.  You will find
that we stand a much better comparison.

Then again if you look from another
that we are much better situated. If you consider the amount
of money that is consumed by our officers who draw Rs.800 or
more and compare that figure with the amount needed for the
rest of the establishment, you will be convinced that our
administration is not at all top-heavy. What is the amount
that is needed for these officers in comparison with the total
cxpenditure of the State of Assam in Establishment ? . This
figure was taken in 1954-55 and it was found in that year that
the total expenditure required for maintaining such officers
who draw Rs.800 or more in the State is 85 per cent of the

total expenditure under the head, “Pay apd Establishment™.
Only 3'5 per cent of the total

angle, you will find

! expenditure under “Pay and
Establishment™” is consumed by the so-called toprheavy -y
stration ? If the question is looked from

on is om this angle, it wiil' be
seen that the administration in Assam is never top-heavy. On
the contrary it is otherwise. My hon. Friend, Mr. Ranendra
Mohan Das, was only complaining, about an hour or so ago
that we have not been able to placy a Subdivisional Officer in
his Subdivision and we are satisfied by allowing a Senior Extra
Assistant Clommissioner to work as S

ant s Subdivisional Qfficer there,
Why it is so ?  Because the cadre is very small in our State.
Sometimes it so happens that we canno

t depute a certain officer
for some urgent work because of our inability to find a suitable
substitute, From all quarters pressure has been put on this
Government to increase the cadre.

;s £ That is the position. To
say that the administration is top-heavy is not borne out by
facts.
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The sccond statement, rather the second charge against the
Government, is that our administraiion is nellicient and not
only inefficient, they allege that we in Assara have «n absolutely
inefficient administration. I am sorry, my Fricuds in the Opposi-

tion have made an unjust and unfair estimate of our officers in
the State. Sir, only very recently we passed through a very
stupendous work of election like all other States of ihe Indian
Union. Frow the preparation of the eclectoral roll to the
completion of the election it was a very stupendous work.
It is really a very stupendous work in a State like ours where a
big percentage of the people are still illiterate.  They carried
out this stupendous and arduous work very smoothly and very
successfully and in course of general discussion of the Budget
and Governor’s speech, I am happy to note that no hon,
Members from the Opposition could cite an instance of ineffi-
ciency on that score. In spite of successiully perlorining this
stupendous task by our offizers, it is really unkind to some of
my Friends to say that our officers are ineflicient. It this is the
case, how can you expect zeal, enthusiasm and carnesiness from
our officers ? After all, you must give the Dcvil his due,
Sir, this successful performance of this huge work by our
officers has evoked the admiration of all pcople both inside
and outside this State.

Ot course, I do not say that there is no incfliciency in any
branch of the Government. There may be some amount of
inefficiency in some of the branches, but to brand the whole set
of officers as inefficient is doing injustice to our State and our
officers. For this inefficiency in some spheres, there are obvious
reasons. Before Independence, this State was a Police State with
the main purpose of keeping law and order but all on a
sudden this has been converted into a Welfare Statc and this
Welfare State has been called upon to take up manifold deve-
lopment activities with the result that we have had to take near
about ten thousand fresh recruits within the last ten Yyears and
when such recruitment had to be made, naturally some of our
ofﬁc_ers must be in experienced and are not having the same
efficiency as our former officers used to have.  In those pre-
Independence days, an administrative officer could not aspire
to become a Deputy Commissioner or Superintendent of Police
or Head of a Depariment without serving for 10 to 15 years in
different capacities in different places of the State. But what
do we find now ?  An officer—a, compara.tively very junior and
young man with five or six years’ service to his credit, is being
appointed as Deputy Commissioner or Superintendent of Police
or Executive Engineer. The same state of affairs is found
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in the Secretariat and other offices. In order to rectify these
deficiencies and inexperiences, the Government have already
taken some definite actions. In order to tone up the admini-
stration, they have revived the posts ol the two Commissioners,
As the House is well aware, while the Congress was in the
Opposition they wiged vehemently for the abolition of the two
posts of Cominissioners, but this Government, after realising
that these posts are essentially necessary inthe new set up of
things and for better adminisiration, have revived these posts.
After reviving these posts it has been found that they have ser-
ved a very useful and helpful purpose, namely, the toning up of
the adminisiration and giving advice and guidance to our
officers,

Besides, Sir, we have started some training classes in  the
districts as well as in the Secretariat. For Deputy Commis-
sioners’ < ffices one batch has already completed training -and
a second baich is under tramming now. Similarly in the
Secretariat we have intioduced a training class and a large
number of assistants have already been trained in administra-
tive matters and fresh recruits are being (rained. Not only
that, we are going to have a training institute for training
administrative officers and when this starts functioning, not
only new administrative officers will be imparted training, but
the older ofiicers will be also given training as a refresher
course. Already appreciable result is visible after takine up
these Steps ancdi if things continue in this manner for alfé)tller
3 or 4 years, I am sure, inefficiency in administration will be
a thing of (he past. |

Sir, a lot of things has been said b
the Opposition about corruption. This matter also was referred
to i1 course of the debates in the general  discussion of the
Budget and discussion on Governor’s speech. My hon. Friend,
the Finance Minister, made a very lucid statement in this
connection as to what steps are being taken and how we are
going to do away with corruption, Sir, my Friend, the Finance
Minister, has given a nice and lucid statement on this score and
therefore, I do not want to say much on thig subject.  Sir, all
that is possible is being done and T can only tell my Friend one
thing. OQur Assam Officers, if compared with the Officers of
some other States on this score, are expected to stand a favourable
comparison. I feel myself confident that our officers will give
a better accouni of themselves.

y some of my Friends in



686 DEMANDS FOR GRANTS [20TH JUNE,

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gaubati):
Who is incharge of the Anti-Corruption Department?

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister, Home) : My I'riend the
Finance Minister, is in-charge of the Anti-Corruption Department.
With regard to District Establishment which is under his control,
our officers have rendered good account f themselves and have
also performed a lot of difficult tasks and I am really proud of
them. Now, Sir, I will go to the third charge that has been
levelled against the Government, regarding wastefulness.
Shri Bhattacharyya saict that the Ministers have become extra-
vagant and Shri Borbaruah said that Ministers make unnecessary
tours. 1 may bring to the notice of the hon. Members of this
House that by using the pruning knife—we are going to cut down
the expenditure. Last year the expenditure on this head was one
lakh and twenty-five thousand and now we arc goingio cut down
the expenditure on this score to ninety thousand; thatis an elo=
quent testimony that Government is trying to avoid unnecessary
expenditure wherever possible. Sir, I do not admit that this
Government is wastelul in their expenditure and I‘ find that
except making the allegation that the Government is wasteful,
no specific suggestion has been given by any'hon. Member
as to where it is extravagant and how to avoid it. In this con-
nection, Sir, I would like to say that this Government is very
conscious of its obligation on this scorc, and, thercfore, the
Government have already taken some steps in_thatdivection.
The Government have appointed already an Economy Com-
mittee. That Committee had gone thoroughly into this question
and the recommendations of that Committee is under exami-
nation of Government and Government will surely give due
effect to it after examination. Not only that Sir, this Govern-
ment has also taken other steps by appomting_!;hc Organisa-
tion and Method Division Department, This Department
will be responsible for the suitable distribution of works among
the different officers and office assistants and is expected to
bring about some rationalisation and equitable distribution of
works and it will enable Government to avoid some wasteful
expenditure in the administration.

Now another charge has been levelled against the Govern:
ment by Shri Nilmoney Borthakur of Dibrugarh. My Friend
has s_tated that there has heen much too disproportionate
dlS.PaUtY between the lower grade employees and the highly
paid officers. He charged the Government with maintaining
that dlspal‘lty_ which, according to him is very high. In this
connection. Sir, I would like to refer him, to the speech of
the Finance Minister the other day in which he has stated
that even the Planning Commission considers that the ratio
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of 1 to 30 is reasonable. But here in Assam the ratio is between
1 to 23 only ;so it is much better than the recommendation
of the Planning Commission,

Sir, before making the recommendation, the Planning Com-
mission collected figures from all over the world. They scruti-
nised everything, then they come to the conclusion that the
disparity between one to thirty is reasonable, but in our State
the disparity is between one and twenty-three only......

Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh) : Sir, the
all-India ratio is calculated by taking into account the pay
and allowances of very highly paid officials, #iz., the Chairman
of D.V.C., Director of Bhakra Nangal, Oil and Natural Gas
Commission ~ oflicials, etc. As there are no such highly paid

officials in Assam the comparison of ratio does not prove
anything,

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister, Home): I am
coming to that. Though the disparity in our State is 1to 23 only
yet the Government is not satisfied. They want to reduce it
stll further, if' possible, and for that reason we have taken
Steps.  What action has been taken by our Government during
the last four ycars on this score ? We had one Pay Committee
in 1948 and some financial assistance was given to the low
paid officers according to the financial resources available at
that time. Then again a revision was made in 1954 in our State.
Then in 1956 we had another Pay Committee. So you will
see that we have already had three revisions, The recommen-
dations of the last Pay Committee will entail an additional
expenditure of one crore and twenty-five lakhs of rupees. Over
and above this, Sir, this Government have never said that
Wha? they have done is final and as a matter of fact the Finance
Minister  yesterday stated that more relicf may be given
to the Lower Primary School teachers to the extent of
Rs.5 per head per month as dearness allowance, This shows,
Sir, that this Government is doing all it can to reduce the
disparity, consistent with the availability of revenue.

As a matter of fact, Sir, these low grade Government
employees will be getting a min

imum emolument of Rs.66-8-0
per monthi......

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS (Karimganj—North)
What about the teachers ? -

Shri MOTIRAM BORA: I am speaking of the Govern-
ment Servants, Sir. So far as the t

eachers are concerned, they
are not Government ecmployees. Now if we compare their condi-

tion with that of the average villager, what do we find ? The
Statistics Department has given us the information that an
agriculturist villager gets about Rs.50 or round about as income
from cultivation per month. When such a villager gets an
appointment as a peon, he will get Rs.66-8-0 per month as his
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total emolument. Certainly when the question is looked from
this angle, it cannot be said that this Government is not doing
anything for the low grade Governmeni Servants. So if the
question is viewed from that angle, it will be seen that we are
trying to remove the disparity as far as we can, consistent with
our other limitations. I do not say, we have said the last say in
this matter. It needs further improvement no doubt, and let us
hope that when the schemes under the Sccond Five-Year Plan
are executed, the national income will go up and the Govern-
ment may be in a position to review this question and to see if
further improvement can be effected. So it is the constant effort
of the Government to reduce the disparity within as short a time
as possible. So the charze levelled against the Government by
my F riend, Shri Borthakur, from Dibrugarh does not stand to
scrutiny. Now having disposed of those broad charges brought
against the Government, I shall take up certain matters, I
mean an allegation broughtby my Friend, Shri Ranendra Mohan
Das, from Karimganj. Now, Sir, my Friend, Shri Das, had an
allegation against a Government Oflicer who has been tempo-
rarily put in charge of the Subdivision of the Karimganj. He
has used a word “illegitimate child’.

Mr.. SPEAKER : That word has been withdrawn,

~ Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister, Home): Thank you,
Sir, I forgot about it Sir, so far as this Officer
is  concerned, Government received a resolution passed
11'} a pubhc mCCtil’lg’ with some :.Lllegation against
him. As usual, Government in such cases will make
enquiries and take necessary steps. My Friend had stated
that this officer entered Government service through back-door.
It is not atall true, He entered service through the Public Ser-
vice Qo_rr_lmission like all others. He has been put in charge of the
S‘ub-dlv.lSJOH only as a temporary measurc. As a matter of fact,
Shri Gill was to go there as the Subdivisional Officer, but for
certain reasons, for urgent necessity, he had been sent elsewhere.
Therefore a temporary vacancy occurred and the Senior Extra
Assistant Commissioner was allowed to act as the Subdivisional
Oﬂ]cg:r as usual ags g temporary measurc, till a suitable
substitute can he sent there. Sir. I can inform the House that
already order.s have heen paS;cd to send a suitable officer
ok K:‘E“mga“-]‘ as Subdivisional Oflicer.

*cgll“, my Friend, Shri Borbaruah, has made a remark that
i)ur Secretariat is a white elephant, Sir, I am sorry, my I'riend
1as made an uncharitable remark against so many officers
who are working s hard. Sir, has he not scen for himself

tl}at our officers are working here from morning till 10 p.m. at
night these days ? |

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Finance): He
means the building.

Shri MOE'IRAM BORA : Probably so.

. e
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Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguri) :
If the Secrctariat is functioning properly, then why is there so
much delay in getting a reply from the Government? I also
suggested that 20 per cent or so may be withdrawn and em-
ployed for wuseful purposes.

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Mnister, Home): Sir, my
Friend has no idea as to how many letters are daily received
by the Secretariat. How many lettersa Minister now-a-days
get every day, cannot be imagined by my Friend.

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Finance) : In De-
mocracy, there is bound to be delay. 1In a totalitarian country,
you can do a certain thing by a stroke of pen. In Russia one
thilng may be decided by the authority atthe point of the re-
volver.

Shri MOTIRAM BORA :  Sir, another charge has
been brought against the Ministers that they unneces-
sarily spend a lot of money by keeping guards. Sir,
the Ministers never employ guards. He has seen that during the
last general election while I was touring in his constituency, I did
not take any guard and I also did not use the Government
vehicle  (Interruption). :

Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH : Everyone
knows that the Minister’s car is followed by a wvehicle with
Policemen, armed and unarmed (Lnterruptions).

Shri MOTIRAM BORA :  Sir, in his very constituency
in  Amguri, was I not touring without any guard, any
Policeman | Interruption) ? The Ministers are the repre-
sentatives of the people.  Why should they be afraid of
going in the midst of the people ?
question. ;

Shri MOTIRAM BORA :  After all whom should
we be afraid of, Sir? We are not afraid of Mr.
Bhattacharyya or Mr. Barbaruah. My Friend, Mr. Barbaruah
has referred to the wuse of big cars by the Ministers.
"These cars were purchased last year. What should be done when
these cars will have to be replaced by new carsis under the

~ consideration of the Government.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati) :
Why the Ministers did not purchase cars themselves and why
they used State cars unlike in the Centre ?

Shri MOTIRAM BORA : For that my Friend is respon-
sible, because he also took partin making the legislation pass-
ing the Ministers’ Salaries and Allowances Bill, in which it
has been provided that Ministers be given State cars. Probably
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it is known to the Members of this House that our foreign
exchange position is far from satisfactory and so the purchase
of new foreign cars is being drastically curtailed all over
India. Even our Prime Minister himsell has directed to avoid
purchasing such foreign new cars for the State at least for some
time to come and so we are to run with the existing cars as far
as possible to save our foreign exchange. (Shri Khogendra Nath
Barbaruah : What is directed from Delhi, our Ministers humbly
submit.) We have to do so in such matters, because when it
is a question of foreign exchange we cannot ignore their
direction. So far as forecign exchange 1is concerned, we are in
a tight corner and you cannot do unless the Central Govern-
ment help us in this matter of purchasc of forcign cars with
forcign exchange.

My Friend, Mr. Barbaruah, made some reference to the re-
commendation of the Pay Committee and he has taken objection
to onec thing, that is, how can wec treat the Sericulture
Inspectors and the graduate teachers as of the same category.
I could not follow what he means. 1f the Sericulture Inspectors
are educated persons and do as valuable work as the oraduate
teachqrs, what is the harm if they are treated as equal and
what is the objection in putting these two classes of officers as
same?  Mr. Barthakur has said that graduate tcachers do
valuable work. ButI do not like to say that the educated

ericulture Inspectors do not render valuable work.  We cannot
underestimate their work also. Both the categories of officers

render the same kind of valuable work in their respective departs
ments.

i o hod JE BSR4

‘ He also has made an uncharitable remark about the
Chief Minister’s Sccretariat, e has said that there are as many
as 23 persons in the Chief Minister’s Sccretariat., 1t is not true. \
T_‘here 1s one Supcrintendent, and a few assistants in his Secreta:
riat. SO, his statement is not been borne out by facts. (Shﬂ
Khogendra Nath Barbaruah : Itis found here that there aré
as many as 23 personnel, may be some of them are 4th grade
personnel.) T cannot agree with my Friend. I do not believe
that where there are fow assistants, there can be a large num-
ber of orderlies.  For his informatijon I should like to state one
thing. In the rest of the Indian Union or in different States
of India most of the Chief Ministers retain senior 1.C..S, Officers
or senior Admlr_nstrative Officers as Private decretaries and 50
this can be well imagined how much more expenditure is incur-
red there. But here in our State our Chief Minister has retained

only a Provincial Service man as his Principal Private Secretary
which involves much less expenditure.

T
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Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguri) : On
a point of information, Sir, including the Chief Minister his
Secretariat has 24 persons and not 23, I will read from this : 4th
grade estabishment 10, Assistants 9, Personal Assistants 3, Private
Secretary 1, onc Chief Minister (laughter).

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister, Home) : We have only
taken from Provincial Service cadre one officer as Private
Secretary and that shows how we are saving expenditure. We
could have appointed such an officer from the I.CG.S. or IA.S,,
cadre, but in that case expenditure would have been much more.

My Triend, Mr. Bhattacharyva, referred to one thing :
that although the Public Accounts Committee made a recom-
mendation for establishing a Committee to fix standards and
norms in our State, no step has been taken by Government,
As a matter of fact, Sir, 1 can state that the same work which
was intended to be done by that Committee, is being done by
the Methods and Organisation Department.  We also appointed
a Spccial Officer to go into this question, That officer has
made certain recommendations, which are wunder examination
of Government. Government are likely to accept his recom-

mendations as far as possible and some improvement in this
matter will be effected.

Then, Sir, my Friend, Mr. Goswami, made certain observa-
tions of a general nature. While replying to the general observa-
tions made by several hon. Members, I have replied to his
observations as well.

My Friend, Mr. Goswami, stated that this Government were
encouraging their ofﬁccrs. to tal-:;: to politics and help the
Congress Party in the clections.  This insinuation has no basis
whatsoever. Sir, I was not present at the time when the count-
ing of votes for the Rampur and Gauhati constituencies took
place at Gauhati, but I have got reports that there was great
jubilation on the part of a large number of officers when
announcements were made that my Friends, Mr. Goswami and
Mr. Bhattacharyya, had won defeating the Congress candidates.
The jubilation was open and some of the officers made an
exhibition of it. We know those officers, but still we have not
taken any action against them (4 zoice) : How can you 2. .

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati) :
There should be a legislation that they cannot smile !
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Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister, (Home): Not only
smiling ; the jubilation went beyond normal limits. Still, Sir,
we did not take any action against those officers.
That shows how this Government is impariial in this matter
and are not encouraging any party politics amongst our officers.

With these few observations, Sir, I request the House to
accept my Motion.

Mr. SPEAKER : May I know from Mr. Ranendra Mohan
Das whether he is going to withdraw his Cut Motion ?

ghri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS (Karimganj-Neorth):
No, Sir.

Mryxr. SPEAKER : The question is that the total provision
of Rs.1,30,19,500 under Grant No.11, Major head 25.—General
Administration, at page 58 of the Budget, be reduced by Re.l,

i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.1,30,19,500 do stand
reduced by Re.l.

(The Motion was negatived.)

(After a pause)

Now I put the original Motion.

The question is that a sum of Rs.1,30,19,500 be granted
to the Minister-in-charge to defray the charges which will come
in course Of_Payrnent during the year ending 31lst March 1958,
for t}},e administration of the head ¢25.—General Administra-
tion.

(The Motion was adoptef.]-)
GRANT No. 20

(40.— A gricul ture)

. M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDIHURY (Minister,
Agiculture) : My, Speaker, Sir, on the recommmendation of the
Governor -~ of Assam, T bheg to move that a sum of
Rs.1,71,21,800 be granted to the Minister-in-charge to defray
the charges which will come in the course of pa: ment during the

year ending 31st March 1958, for the administration of the
head ““40.—Agriculture”.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Motjon moved is:

That a sum of Rs 1,71,21,800 be granted to the Minister-
in-charge to defray the charges which will come in the course
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of payment during the year ending 31st March 1958, for the

administration of the head “40.—Agriculture”,

There are seven Cut Motions to this grant. I would like to

be enlightened from the Opposition whether they would like
to move all the Cut Motions or only one.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur): Only one
will do.

Mr. SPEAKER: Which one ?

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: No.3 will be moved.

Shri TARUN SEN DEKA (Nalbari—West): Mr Speaker,
Sir, I beg to moved that the total provision of Rs.1,71,21,800
under Grant No.20, Major head-40.—Agriculture, at page 224
of the Budget, be reduced by Re.1, i.e., the amount of the
whole grant of Rs.1,71,21,800 do stand reduced by Re.l.

M., MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,
Agriculture): I rise on a point  of order, Sir.
The purpose of this Cut Motion is to criti
policy of the Government. The Agriculture Department has
nothing to do with it. _“Agrarian policy” is a matter pertain-
mg to the Revenue Department. The Cut Motion is, there-
fore, out of order.

cise the agrarian

Mr. SPEAKER : Has the hon. Mover got o say anything
about it?

Shri TARUN SEN DEKA : Agrarian policy @teatcs 13
Agriculture Department 190 99 cdice |

Myr. SPEAKER: The difficulty is that ‘“agrarian policy”
is 2 subject-matter which comes under the Revenue Depart-
ment. The Agriculture Department has very little to do with
the agrarian policy of Government. This demand relates to
Agriculture and not to the agrarian policy of Government. My
difliculty was that we have no rules regarding admissibility
of Cut Motions. If I were to be guided by the practice in the
House of Commons or the Lok Sabha, I coud have ruled it out
of order at the beginning. But I am handicapped because there
is no rule in this House which entitles me to rule out any Gut
Motion at the time of admissibility,
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Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue): Here
the practice has been to print all Cut Motions in the order paper
and when any one is objected to as out of order, the Speaker,
if he upholds the objection, rules it out on the floor of the House.

Mzr. SPEAKER: I feel under the circumstances that this
Motion has to be ruled out of order. The Opposition will have
to move any other Cut Motion.

Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguri):
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that the total provision of
Rs.1,71,21,800 under Grant No.20, Major hcad, 40—Agriculture,
at page 224 of the Budget, be reduced by Re.1, 7. e., the amount
of the whole grant of Rs.1,71,21,800, do stand reduced by
Re. 1.

The object is to criticise the wastage of public fund in the
Agriculture Farms and the supply and propagation of unreliable
and misleading statistics by the Department.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have got only onc observation to
make. This Motion seeks to ¢riticise ““the wastage of public
fund in the Agriculture Farms and the supply and propagation
of unreliable and misleading statistics by the Department”.
Therefore, all criticisms under this Cut Motion will have to be
confined to tl}cse two items. No discussion of a general nature
will be permitted because these two items are specifically
mentioned here. .

Maulavi JAHAN UDDIN AHMED (Bilasipara):

So, Sir, No. 5 may be taken up which will cover all.
Mr. SPEAKER: It has already been decided.

_ Shri KHOGENDRA WNATH BARBARUAH: Sir,
T RSt a1 et b geerm wfEcs 92061 TECEla g w9
72 AfGT@ T oot wE ap qim Trlzad oifer afgq 4fEE

@FRES @4 M wd ape wiw # FAA @S w0 tmm ) 6
BT S A7 SRR BRIt mis cslm T AT Sks 49d-
CICTD TN T WG afaw G wfgead w9 @eh 7 afie o g
I VAT ST By pafrarzres (orastd  CIATCN SIRZAZCST I
rfi—[ fasit fﬂf‘?ﬁ TG A9 T B wABT EA GEST 1 @3 ok
izi slelf—sufﬁcmnt T @@ sz AiFwa BF AtTmed 495 T Bt
RS

ol TS afom Atsem o o, g ATt w1, o2 AR
caata el W’f wfxsma T 2 | s WiEd wie diggled wEawls 7y |
g @@l TV oI 38 9w cqfeen wa o6 Al cefearne R
frelest =BT Sz | afen amel facr cofom zavs ez BHA
A 1 SLF T 0 G Fwificg 5o ome A |
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Mr, SPEAKER : =iwia 7715 sfeqiuid @ ®wh @ Cut
Motion wificg ©ie @faa “To criticise the wastage of public fund
in the Agriculture Farms and the supply and propagation of
unreliable and misleading statistics by the Department” @2

FIC (TTATS @T 761 FAKT ACADT FEF AT i uiw U Fea G1(W
el

The Cut motion is specific on two points, 2iz., to criticise
(i) the wastave of public fund in the Agriculture Farms,
and (ii) the supply and propagation of unreliable and mis-
leading statistics by the Department.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur): Are we to
understand that when we speak on the Cut Motion, we are
not allowed to speak on the motion as a whole ? Sir, I think
if we speak on the Cut Motion, we can also lay emphasis on
the Motion in general.

. Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati):
Sir, suppose we have got no Cut Motion, what will happen ?

Mr. SPEAKER : When a particular Member moves a
Cut Motion on particular items, then he is to confine himself
indthose items only. Then only the Cut Motion will be in
order.

Shri GAURISANKAR BIATTACHARYYA: Will he
get two chances?

~ Mr. SPEAKER : There are three kinds of Cut Motions
viz., (1) Disapproval Cut Motion (2) Economy Cut Motion,
and (3) Token Cut Motion. The Cut Motion in question
is a token Cut Motion under which only one or two grievan-
ces may be discussed. The hon. Member has specifically
mentioned that he wanted {o discuss two items only.
Therefore, he is bound to discuss the two items only.
These are the policies followed in the Lok Sabha and in
the House of Commons.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: Sir, because I have
not moved my Cut MNotion, it does not debar me from
speaking on the Cut Motion ! :

Mr. SPEAKER: Ina Cut Motion to raise a general
discussion, if other Members want to speak, they can
speak on both the Cut Motions. The hon. Member from
Amguri will have to confinc his observations to that Cut
Motion.

Shri LARSINGH KHYRIEM [Jowai (Reserved for
Scheduled Tribes)]: On a point of information, Sir, I have
got one Gut Motion here.

Mr. SPEAKER: Hon. Members

can speak on the
Cut Motions without moving them.
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Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH ' Amguri) :
Sir, 92 4% 7B THLHS AICAGT FES | 7T L) 5 12 Fhm wiFeh i
Ttz AN A WS @Ak AR a2 oz A | TEef @S o 9 9 20
ia IF T fFE gReA se GIAts emin 1 G oteli T Slt
B AGE | e I7 W et @it Tt T2, ©itg, wigqty
T | odferE 4% uEef fron ? mimr Anr 2 0 Al wiman e

42 MR FCA | A2 FiArd 9 fFmisw wAwT 496 72 T A6 I e
v fr_Sta 7 9fcs o1 Tsfs atm 1 aF wra oot ot Officer aie ot
f oo -, T

FIAST T T TR s At | FEm w1 250y 930 difens e
Iraining 73 Al - sA9rweB Training Centre 4@ At 91w iy
t=ifste Special Farm 4= el 1 sftazrtan AlgTE waifs o1 Farms fiy
o =icst | o f‘lf:?::m s wrwF =ifa Troinine Bt o8 s
T CAfa) WAzt T wtE @i da waalaEda g 95T 1 9% aer B
a%fa af% State Farm « 13 digg wagtzad=s 1 Fw w57 corazea IR
CiffS el AstE ag | it 7 el T SHrs | U8 frdaves gy
A B T F9 AT @ ot w7t Ammonium Sulphate =ty fegy
I T9 AT T BT it mm g wtad 0B AT B 0T oam |

Mr. SPEAKER . =t 7on  tedtale 78 tofeen @ Qu
Motion © Swad 701 w51 iz «iftra corrs Aifzal w1 G |
It Fdh T3 -.;iﬁ:r(,z:[ C‘J Motion = Trgd «if== == 1 eres Wast-
age WiFE Stafistics s 77 g7 | |

Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH: cdifere
TFcd Ammonium Sulphate fifiry =7 foz @R @M e
Rl AL | AAFEF (oemEtir Ba Az wAlzeCS 495 w9 cgry A |
Q2T 74l AT @ Fh Fetr edle A AEET SR B NG

CTTT |

mdms frg o figure wvats vawita 9T AT twey
bumper crop t:7w i W @z 4im Tl B @Sak @
ST @S w7y | cwdratcr fioure BEAITE gSwra 9oize
IS T TP T 9%EA oAl CaleFIo) aPnea o L%
f:-‘zsfvf _aB IR fa armE @ Statistic ¢ 7 zem shieg ?
AT ATty wf7 Eyfen fafive =iwE siwl ) 445 (2@ !
Ifatz A BT AT AT gz wmm cerera oI5 T gz fiew
1z TR 98 =i ﬁguré w467 Tty 1 Sir W fEstie i
§tat_13t_1<:s TCE G e Statistics Department s cfesife cazas
Statisties 7oz wiyg et 1wt Farm @99 7« ere g aie
GAIFDIT T Sig LRI @t Agronomistd 2 1% zaty appst | @R
CFLEI TN T3 eify a4 il awqy cdy FECE |

Shri GOPESH NAMASUDRA [Patharkandi: Reserv-
ed for Scheduleq Castes)]: Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to
move taat. ihe total  proyision of Rs. 1,771.21,800 under
Grant No.20, Major head 40—Agriculture, at page 224 of the
Budget, be reduced by Re. 1, i, e, the amount of the yWhoS
grant of RS.I,?I,QI,SOO do stand reduced by Re.1.
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TEE HAPT ACEiRG, 9PiTtas F9 AT
AQiTAbaE  sEeiaT FaAlE TE7 93 giFiE v SKiHT iyl S
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AlFenT T AT F99T S @ Glwalcad 847 Ateiea fef  Freped

T 1T (0T AT O Fop=1a AT (47T AT Al7 (0 FGTT R |
TRl TN [eivola wazlas) < wdntde) aiF 9%6 (9 R 17 | 9E
FlGlceq AFH SIA F4FIT w7 | A AviE 9w CeiEmer aed
FIRICGT AN U, TTF 92 20A ¢f0g | TF cHAa ATT 4 4F  Siew

354 fqca @B, =TT at1 %3 99 7w ‘%1%’ 942 N. E. S. C. D. Block =
e ATFIT 0152 RN Tl Felte %) Fa7s cArac
FACe AT 7 1 4% Department 47 spngznem =0q aia F w3

Shri TARUN SEN DEKA (Nalbari—West):
Mr. Speaker, Sir, as my Cut Motion was not moved, I may
be aliowed to speak a few words in this connection, on agra-
rian policy of the Government.

Mr. SPEAKER : I amsorry, we are against time. We
are to finish the business of the day by 4 p.ar. If the hon.
Member wants to raise that particular question he may do so
when there is any demand for grants under “Revenue”  which
will be under discussion afterwards.

Shri LARSINGH KHYRIEM Jowai (ikeserved for
Scheduled Tribes)|: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move
that the total provision of Rs.1,71,21,800, under Grant No.
20, Major head-40.—Agriculture, at page 224 of the Budget, be
reduced by Re. 1, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.1,71,
21,800 do stand reduced by Re.1.

Sir , in moving this cut motion I want to bring to the notice
of the Government that we jn Jowai Subdivision used the bone-
meal as manure for our wet rice cultivation, This bone-meal
was first introduced about 30 years ago. At that time when it
was first introduced, people did not like to use it, but the Depart:
ment took 4 to 5 years to induce the people to use it and when
they used it, they found that it gives very good result. So in
this way bone-meal comes to be used in large scale. Up till last
year, cultivators used about 14 thousand maunds of bonemeal.
Another fact in this connection is that those fields where
this bone-meal wasg used, if discontinued for one year, it affects
the yield of paddy. Sir, for the last 4 or 5 years Government
have given subsidy up till last year but this year they are only
giving 3,500 maunds ag subsidy to the cultivators and the
cultivators have found it very difficult to purchase bone-meal at
a high rate of Rs: 20 per maund. The subsidised rate is only
Rs.13/4 per maund. ~ So cultivators on account of rise in the
price of bone-meal could not purchase the required quantity




1957] DEMANDS FOR GRANTS 699

and as a result this year there will be a serious fall in the out-
turn of paddy. In the last 4or 5 years, as I have said
just now, Government is giving subsidy under Article 275 of
the Consiitution and from the Grow More Food Scheme. I
do not understand whether, the Government have
discontinued giving this  subsidy under  Articlie 275
and from the Grow More Food Scheme. If the grant
is still there, I do not see any reason why Government is not
given this subsidy this vear. As I have said, Sir, this subsidy
helps the people in the past because while improving  the
yield of paddy, it also checks the rise of price of this bonemeal.
Sir, as I have just now said if this subsidy isstill there. I do
not see any reason why this subsidy is not given. I réquest
that Government should see and find out who is responsible
for non-procurement of subsidised bonemeal and to take
action against him. With these few words, Sir, I resume
my seat.

Maulavi JAHAN UDDIN AHMED (Bilasipara): Sir, I
want to bring to your notice that the time given to  us was so
short that it is simply impossible for us to place all our points
before the House. = We feel that we have been treated very un-
fairly, Sir. So I want to say that the time at our disposal should
be increased because we feel that through the discussions on
these Cut Motions only we will be able to place all facts and
grievances of each constituency so that Government. will take
steps to remedy them.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 appreciate the Observati
by the hon. Member. As a matter of fact, nob(l){()ir;rs f‘::lllifL dli
more acutely than the Speaker. It has beep my unpleasant
task to have to ring the bell while hon, Members are on their
feet, but that cannot be helped since we are racing against
time, as indicated in the time-table. Sq far this time table is
concerned, it was fixed by the office in consultation with leaders
of various parties in the House. As such, the discussions have to
take place within the time limit. T understand that it was also
the practice before my time. But at any rate, it will be our
effort and also the effort of the Government to see that in future
all Members, whether they belong to the Opposition or to the
Treasury Benches, get more time, not only for hon. Members
to make thier points but for the Governmeént to reply to them.
We have seen from our experience during the debate on the
Budget that the Finz_lnce Mmister took 3 hours and 45 minutes
to reply to all the points raised by hon. Members in the Opposi-
tion and it is as it should be.” I think we have to uphold
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in this House the sovereignty of discussions. So if we put our
heads together, both the Government aand the Opposition,
1. do not see why we could not improve ma:cers in future. This
is a matter to be considered when the time comes.

*M. MGINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,

Agriculture): Mr. Speaker  Sir, I thank the hoi. Members
in the Opposition for kindly bringing up certamn poiats 1n the
discussions here which are helpful But as the time 1is very

chort, I would like to reply to themn point by point, if time

ermits. In moving the Cut Motion, my Friend, Mr. Barbaruah
said that the farm at Jorhat is not giving any profit and
the Government should sece that we get profit from the farm.
Sir, I would like to tell him that this farm is mainly to serve the
purpose of experiment and demonstration.

~hri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguri):

How long the farm will remain experimental?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUZHURY: Sir, it may
remain for eternity. In this farin nucleus of improved varieties of
sugar-caneis produced and it is found on experiment that these
improved varieties can increase the yicld and this yield is very
high.

This farm distributed improved varictics of sugar-cane
cutting to the cultivators. As this farm is run on purely experi-
mental and demonstration purpose. we cannot expect profit, but
there are other farms in the State, such as, secd larms and
horticultural farms, which are running at a profit.

The next thing that has been said by my Friend is about
distribution of potato seeds and other seeds distributed to the
cultivators by the Department which do noi germinate. Sop far
as potato seed is concerned, my Friend is making a wrong state-
ment because for the last two to three years no potato seed

is distributed by the Department. Therefore, it scems he is . in
the hands of some cheats,

(ShriK hogendranath Barbaruah I am a man of the
field and I know).

~ Sir, if my Friend was cheated in regard to potato seed, I
have full sympathy for him as a fellow Mem wer.

——— S

*Speech not corrected.

|
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Then as regards paddy seeds, Government is experimenting
difficulties about distribution for some time past. At present
there are only 9 seed farmsin the State apart from the two
experimental stations at Akbarpur and Titabar. In order to
improve the supply of se=d position, it has already been stated,
that Government has divided the whole State into 160 N.E.S.
Blocks in the Second Plan with at least one seed farm in each
of it and with that ntention Government is  going to put up
151 new seed farms in the Second Five-Year Plan period and
cach of the seed farm is expected to give 250 to 500 maunds of
primary sceds. The same is expecied to be multiplied through
registered growers inany times more. If these farms can be
put into opcration, 1} hope, difficulties of the seeds will be re-
moved. ‘This alzo dispotes the point raised by my Friend Shii
Gopesh Namasudra, '

Now about agricultural staiistics, Sir, these fioures are
called agricultural rather by iallacy because these figures: are
collected, and furnished by the Siatistical Department in close
collaboration with: the Revenue Department. So far ag Agricul:
ture Department is concerned, Government issued a press
communique in this connection.  The Agriculiure Department
1s anly responsible for the compilation of agricultural statistics®

1€ area estimates, both ofactual and forecast, are prepared by
the Revenue siaff and these are done at district level and che-
cked up by the Deputy Commissioner and District Agricultural

1cer.  As regards actual vield of paddy, certain Dlote i
selected by the Director of Agriculture and he gives the names
of the plots, Dag number of Patta, etc.. to the district officers,
namely, Deputy  Commissioner or  Subdivisional O ffices
and they find out the figures of yield in those areas, by
their Mandals or Patwaries. Now, if the hon. Members feel
that this is not wholly a scientific way of ﬁnding out statistics, we
shall have to put our heads togcther and do something else. At
present, this is the practice in the whole country. It seems
there is some snag somewhere as on these figures we have to
depend on human !abour.

Lastly, Sir, Mr. Gopesh N amasudra, has made a complaint
that no power pump has bcen' given in the district of Qachar,
When I went to Cachar during my last tour, I found that
there is sufficient number of Power pumps there and there
would be no difficulty to meet the demand if anybody ‘make
requisition, My Friend did not mentior any particular instapce
where there was difficulty in getting these power pumps. If he
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would have given me information about any oc_casion of failure
to get these pumps, I would have welcomed it. He made a
reference about Nowgong. I can tell him thatin Jamunamukh
alone, 30 pumps are working and therefore there should be no
room for such criticism. Of course, I do not say that in the
Agricultural Department there is no room for improvement.

Now, Sir, my Friend, Mr. Larsingh Khyriem, made
certain allegations about the failure of the department to provide
subsidised bonemeal. During 19561957, 5,009 maunds of bone-
meal were supplied to the Jowai Subdivision al subsidised rates
and 2,500 maunds have been supplied in the Shillong subdivi-
sion. During the current year in anticipation of the voting of
grants by the Assembly, 1,000 maunds of bonemeal had been
supplied so far to cultivators of Jowai Subdivision and 540
maunds of mixed fertilizers equivalent to 1,620 mau nds of bone-
meal are now available to cultivators at Jowai Subdivision, which
also has the same manurial action as bonemecal. 2,700 maunds
of bonemeal is expected to be supplied within the next few days
as the sanction has been received from Finance on I7th June,
1957. In addition, we are proposing to provide another 500 tons
of bonemeal from Calcutta and U. P. for which arrangements
are ready and now that Finance’s sanction has been received,
orders for it will be placed. Out of this quantity, 3,240 maunds
will be made available to the Khasi and Jaintia Hills. Bonemeal
has been in short supply all over India and it is with very great
difficulty that supplies are being arranged. We are now con-
centrating to switch over more and more to the use of phospha-
tes. I hope, 5ir, within another week another thousand
maunds of bonemeal will be supplied. With these words,
I hope my replies will satisfy all my Friends and, therefore,
I request them to withdraw their Cut Motions.

SHRI LARSINGH KHYRIEM (Jowai Reserved for
Scheduled Tribes): Mr. Spcaker Sir, the Hon’ble Minister
has said that within a week 1,000 maunds of bonemeal will
be supplied .May I point out that the cultivation season will be
over by 25th or 26th instant ? Unless bonemeal can be supplied
immediately, there will be no meaning to supply the same after
the cultivation season is over.

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: (Minister,
Agriculture) : Sir, T will try my best tosce thai bonemeal i
supplied as early as possible.

(The Cut Motions were, by leave of the House, withdrawn.)
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Mr. SPEAKER: I put the main Motionas a question
The question is that a sum of Rs.1,71,21 800, be granted to the
Minister-in-charg to defray certain chargese which will come
in the course of payment during the year ending 31st March,
1958 for the administhation of the head“40—Agriculture”,

(The Motion was adopted)

Grant No. 21

“40 Agriculture—II.—Fisheries”

Mr.SPEAKER: We have two more Demands Nos.21 and 504
I am afraid, we are to sit longer to finish these two Demands.
Whether it is the pleasure of the House to sjt beyond the sche-
duled time (4-30 p.m)? :

Shri JAHAN UDDIN AHMED(Bilasipara) : We don’t like
to sit beyond 4-30 p.M.

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister,

_ : Reveaue) : Sir, you
cannot extend the time of the House. I refe

r to Assam Legislative

Assembly Rule 120(2)—¢ ......... not more than two days shall
be taken up by the Assembly for the discussion of any one
demand &

......

Mr . SPEAKER : Maximum time fixed is two days for one

emand; therefore, at the end of second day we can sit up to
4-30 p.M.

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY(Minister, Agri-
culture) :Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move on the recommen-
dation of the Governor of Assam that a sum of Rs.6,71,000, be
granted to the Minister-in-charge to defray the charges which
will come in the course of payment during the year endine 31st
March, 1958, for the administration of the head “40.——Ag?ricul-
ture.—II.-—TFisheries”

Mr.SPEAKER: The Motion moved
6,71,000, be granted to the Minister-in-c
charges which will come in the course o
year ending 31st March, 1958, for the administration of the
head ““40, Agriculture, I1. Fisheries” There are three Cut Motions
Cut Motions No.2 and 3 are of general nature. It is better
that these two Cut Motions can be taken up together.

is that a sum of Rs.
harge to defray certain
' payment during the
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Shri GOPESH NAMASUDRA : [Patharkandi (Rese-
rved for Scheduled Castes)]. Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg
to move that the total provision of, Rs.6,71,000, under Grant
No:21, Major head 40.—Agriculture—II--I'isheries at page 308
of the Budget be reduced by Re.1, 2. ¢., the amount of whole
grant of Rs.6,71,000 do stand reduced by Re.l.

By The Cut Motion I want to discuss the condition of
fisheries in the State.

A WATF Wi, FaFma AT oFle Afoiwioam dsEe g
sAfFrFam M AFE @ qATE = G1a7 9F ) wiEd FATTEE and
HHfGrang, (1% AFT @2 AT AT pltad wAE AT G9FB RFEAL TREE
L1 AP AT gwatEcdd foam wa atveT AgsEaria Ty o
I AT TG qrAtaara 4w 1, @4 st A4na Grab o 93z e
eitd e 47 AifFza fom ghies s vt as cva |1 o e g
1 93Ete [FAIIZ | fF7 719 So awwmaa Fergpl AlTiwe oiFhE S
FAAT (FIT (B2 A FITFA FiT AfFFgm Am=ta ozd Feaw aF | qiAwd
FIRiG fFa i f7m waz atetfam aicr 2251 7= @ig | FisIfE® a9 slog
o d (1A @ 28wt @ 7797 43 7wz wig! (F3 7 shwd (i
AffFam M dtwm Stw oF w55 & awn Gl g e | 9ds Figle fam
N G ATTIE 9T g5 W @ #ER A iy ctdtT watd we aed |

4732 ¢t [RacE sicas SAcarlt w=ata o AwE e s 7 Al
faca 1% dte (Embankment) fair Af=aa foowgs | ars e a9 }
Ftfze g Afaaib o At Balsan wtfuca otstonst  ofT A Qo
AGE 9 €0 IA AT et 7w wAls zew At | blewa wfim wtaed
ANGF @Bl AFCAZ BT | frw uig gy frae wits 1 A @b o
BICST 9 FIeifiT cwasics aster «f (7 wizra w0 @ o afy 39rd
ST @ AT ol 9F oy Giw atm w17 wa @l 2@ 5 ihiae T
B Ay fomlr o ddtfrgics fos zoa | @i ate @ s ?
w6 AMT ¢ fmm ceAics B oAl @ weAz fAoicd Gmm@iln s off
AR, O Wl T it i qata cdew @At AT B adaz s :
G| T Fw aIfiE agg gz Foga W o ;

4

ffoms: ate fam—meite ga At oW T9n sl ond
ferta w2 =z oltg | wum A e i Ay cnelonfe atet fE
a= T 907 5tm Abtesl | @@ wfmm g T o ofg 9
G T A g afs AwwR Tutw gy @F e Fea A 4 e |
FEA T TH FCT (TGAA ST oAt wime wm TCd colem | wbh 3,

q
T At w2 fraa €3 Sttt o3 wE atel@F TOT Shas cRatd ’
T FIIF JIIF FACIT | -

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,
Agriculture) :Sir, I want to know whether this Sonbil Fishery is
auctioned by the Sub-Divisional Officer or itis a Zamindari,
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Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS (Karimganj—North) ;

It is a Zamindari.
Mr. SPEAKER: You will have a chance to reply.

Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH: (Amguri)
Sir, 9% motion 79t 72 F7 4 {8 @ wrve MeA TedAww 1 5 wfRaca 2o
GUTCS A @ AzfEEats aalia af 3w sf3g aid, It 9 fefREats Wy
At @z a1 Goaes, 5o coliga e s wizlRd sk eifedtare Aise
Bt g | «ifscw ¥ s s 9@ 3% Ry 97 k9 Yk sE
RARICE: B EAO T R P B = B R R Y B A B 6 B | [ R £ I )
TS Tga cAFiat waa @ za | il e ped cAlRd  feme A wimw
Al wifFtacs sty am 75 atfia At | (4 voice —acwaita qdas i ) |
A% FIF (gt pawica Tion, <idta, F9 @l 43l .3 79 steet |

Fishery Act wrs fof gfesiw cafs “hza o4 cdai cafaie s o
TF G = 1B acs fway | 3w awea it s sl St
AT 97, @A, g Wi | SEE (1R weEs fg fiEe, ey wma 4
SIg4 4 91 T 'wsdtgafis itz @12 3 94qirahicr feeae 9ET 997 s B
4017 4fare @i (% Fard alios ff: s or fEts 4T ae a0t e
G2 Frael  wwcE wI—Tels e Tl dF Ty e
tdfe @ acm wa we | (laughter) 9@ & TwaE
wiZT Ty cgrds AwcAT AW WET Siew (orTntd (71 Ry (roaeE 29 9
Sir, (12 35w (A 465% 431 020w |

Fishery @ stgd tacga i @ls 91 @l 208 St ¢stal 7a919 |
itz ¢1vo Agxa fewrace @l OB WHR T fowate als wew
@tazea fishery = 30 5% 496 w3 ©fow 727 1 Sir, flamsky gpilsles
T A== 4feeg | frs (F6ifEoa ez toa coltad &7 clahe—s A=t
(®FAlCE Cea (Laughter) | 2o oS (eaaiidl 9fiF 391wy 221y |
a% (TIAL BF wiT H15T 496 T4 203 (74T gl Tl TECRCST |

CGFlem it s weE e e ata Sl sfis e
Morw Steatn w2 oz AT 1 (1R FACH 7 My N T St presevre F319
TIH Fqq Aot | Baies FlAA Aifac @i 2o TAw 51| i @b
Ufs smate iy «diwy | @18 wiEcd wioa AT afea fifies aeaifs aam
A9 At | Satew oF NF I Aty aifaaE |

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS
Mr. Speaker Sir, I beg to move th
Rs.6,71,000 under Grant No.21, Major head-40-Agriculture-II,
Fisheries, at page 308 of the Budget, be reduced by ‘Riedsseses
the amount of the whole grant of Rs, 6,71,000 do stand reduced
by Re.l.

By this Cut Motion I wait to raise general discussion.

Sir, we have seen that fish is a very important item of our
food for the preservation of our life, just like that of rice. I may
say that next to rice we must give importance to fish. It 1s
known to this House that almost the whole population of this

(Karimgnaj North) :

at the total provision of



706 DEMANDS FOR GRANTS [20TH JUNE,

State consume fish. The protein value from fish 1s also very
high. Unfortunately we have seen, during the Iirst Five-Year
Plan, no spectacular thing was done for the culture and impro-
vement of the fishery by the Department concerncd.  We have
seen in the neighbowaing State where there is scarcity of fish they
are trying to improve the position by introducing deep sea fishing
and such other things. In our State, we have scen supply of fish
has been dwindling every day with the result that 1t 1s going
beyond the reach of common people. We have scen, Sir, tue
price of vegetable is also going very high in different areas of
the State and as such fish is considered to } ¢ the cheapest food for
the poor people, but due to its scarcity, the price is going up
and it is going beyond the reach of the common people.  Sir,
we have seen the hon. Ministersin-charge has been given only
a sum of rupees six lakhs, seventy-one thousand. I think with
this sum the poor Minister cannot do any uscful work. The
amount allotted is nothing when we consider that a lot of thing
has to be done in this matter. If we want to give any impetus,
any help to the people to improve the culture of fish, I must men-
tion that the amount given is most insufficient. 'There arc two ways
to improve fisheries. One is open sca and open river and big Beels
from where the fish can be grown and protected.  The other
way is to rear fishes in reserve tank. The scedlings of fishes
can be preserved by the Fishery Department and they may be
made available to the pecople at cheaper rate so that the people
may get encouragement to rear fish in tanks also. Now a good
scheme like that of Son Beel area as mentioned by my I'riend,
Shri Namasudra, cannot be taken up by morcy as allotted in the
Budget. The Minister in charge wanted to know who was the
proprietor of the Beel. For his information, I can tell him that
some of the Zamindars and the Court of Wards are the pro-
prietors. Whatever that may be, if the Government wantto
take up the_ project, they can do it. If they want 1o leave at
the hand of the private parties, they can do it by giving impetus
to them by way of providing sced ings, technical help and
other facilities necessary to iﬁlprovc the culture of fish, TFor
these long long years, T have been requesting the Government to
take up the culture of fish in the Natya Khal which is very close
to Karimganj town itself. Two ends of this Khal is blocked one
by putting a Bund on one side and the other by sands accu-
mulated on the mouth of it. That would be a very profitable
thing for the Government. On one side it will improve the
sanitation of the town and on the other side there would be
fish and the people would get fish very cheap. But untortunately
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we have seen that Government have done very little in this direct-
ion, and the money allotted is negligible considering the schemes.

Secondly, we have seen that Government has started
schemes during the last two or three years by which they want
to excavatc all big and historical tanks for the purpose of start-
ing fishery. DBut unfortunately I must inform the House that
all these works are being started towards the fag end of the
year when most of the works cannot be completed and thus
money is being wasted. We have seen what happened at
Gauhati so far as that biz tank is concerned. During the year
the work could not be completed and so steps should be taken by
the young Minister to sec that more fund is made available
without which nothingcan be done. What is to be done should
be done in right carnest before rainsset in,  With these words,
Sir, I commend my Motion to the acceptance of the House.

Mr. SPEAKER : Cut Motion moved is that the total provi-
sion of Rs.6,71,000 under Grant No.21, Major head-40-Agricu.-
ture-1I.-Fisherics, at page 308 of the Budget, be reduced b
Re.l, i. e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.6,71,000 do
stand reduced by Re.l. 3

M. MQOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister
Agricultare) : Sir, this Department was started only in 1950.
I am really thankful to the Members that they have realised
that the money at the disposal of the Department is not so much
and therefore we cannot think of schemes as has been taken
up in Bengal. There they have a deep sca fishing scheme
as they have got a sca and a scaport and the consequent
geographical facilities. We have no such facilities whatscever,
In any case, in the First Five-Year Plan period, our work was
mostly confined to fish farming, seed collecting and disiribution
scheme and issucof loans to private enterprisers, Government
thought that thesc steps would help in increasing supply of
fish ; they thought that through seed collecting and distributing
schemes might they make available more lingerlings to the people
so that they could take to fish farming increasingly. The idea
was that through those schemes the private individuals would
be given more facilitics so that fish supply of the State could
be improved  through privatc sources and for that a sum
amounting to Rs.1,67,000 was 1ssued as loans to private indivi-
dual during the first plan period. For the Second Five-Year
Plan we have taken some more schemes which have been
approved by the Government of India and we wili try to im-
plement the same and I hope fish supply will increase further.
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My Friends, Shri Namasudra and Shri Khogendra Nath Bar-
baruwah, made some criticism about the management of Govern-
ment fisheries. But I respecttully point out that they have made
a mistake. The fisheries they referred to arc managed by the
Revenue Department and not by the I'ishery Department. Infact
most of the fisheries in the State are under the Revenue Depart-
ment and they are auctioned every year. People take such fish-
eries on auction whether there is suflicient fish or not. In some
cases villagers do not pay anything to the lessees and in some cases
payment are regularly made, Anyway, these are quite different
matters and they do not concern the present demand and today’s
debate and Cut Motion.

My Friend, Shri Namasudra, referred to Son Beel ; this
is a private Zamindari fishery. That is not within the scope of
this Department. Unless that Beel is acquired, nothing can be
done. Of course my colleague, the Revenue Minister, has heard
the speech of the hon. Member and the proper course will be
for him to raise this matter at the time of consideration of the
Revenue Grant. We operate reclamation schemes only when
lands are made over to us by the Revenue Department after
acquiring or requisitioning the same. IFirst, the land must be
declared as Khas and a fishery, and then made over to the
Fishery Department whereupon we take them for management
and development. Forest Department has got some fisheries
also. Some of these fisheries are also taken up similarly for the
purpose of development by my Department. 50, Sir, our hands
are tight. I quite appreciate the suggestions given by Shri
Namasudra as well as by Shri Das.  If they move the Revenue
Minister either inside or outside the House, [ hope he will
consider their demand.

Asregards the sugzestion given by Shri Ranendra Mohan
Das that we should take up the Natya Khal, I shall examine
this question.

As regards his complaint that works are being  started very
latein the year, thatis, after  the starting of rains, T should
like to assure him that this will pe kept in mind for future
guidance. Howecver, I may inform him that the work of Digli
Pukur is already complete and in other cases these are nearing
completion, ' e

As regards the scheme of renovaiion  of Municipal tanks,
I should say that steps arc being taken to complete the same.
Survey works are not taken up as late as my Friend thinks.

With these assurances, Sir, [ hope my Friends will with-
draw their Gut Motions.
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(The Cut Motions were by leave of the House, withdrawn)

Mr. SPEAKER: The qucstion is:

That a sum of Rs, 6,71,000 (Rupees six lakhs seventy-one
thousand) be granted to the Minister-in-charge to defray the
charges which will come in course of payment during the year
ending 31st March, 1958, for the administration of the head
““40—Agriculture—II—TFisheries™.

(The Motion was adopted)
) GRANT No.50
“?1.—Capital Outlay on Schemes of Agricultural
Improvement and Research

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : (Minister,
Agriculture) : Mr. Speaker, I beg to move on the recom-
mendation of the Governor of Assam that a sum of Rs.7,94,900
(Rupees seven Jakhs, ninety-four thousand and nine hundred)
be granted to the Minister-in-charge to defray the charges
which will come in course of payment during the year ending
3Ist March, 1958 for the administration of the head—¢7].—

Capital Outlay on Schemes of Agricultural Improvement and
Research™,

Mr, SPEAKER: The Motion moved is that a sum of
Rs.7,94,900 (Rupees seven lakhs, ninety-four thousand and nine
hundred) be granted to the Minister-in-charge to defray the
charges which will come in course of payment ciuring the year
ending 31st March, 1958 for the administration of the head—

“71.-Capital Outlay on Schemes of Agricultural Improvement
and Research’.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati) :
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that the tota] provision of
Rs.7,94,900 under Grant No.50, Major head——?l.——Capital
Outlay on Schemes of Agricultural Improvement and Research
at page 556 of the Budget, be reduced by Re.1, 7.c.. the amount
of the whole grant of Rs.7,94,900 do stand reduced. by Re.l.

By this Cut Motion I want to raise a general discussion
on this demand. 7

The head of the Grant shows that it is a very grand thing :
Capital Outlay on Schemes of Agricultural Improvement ansl
Research !|  When in the country population is increasing and
food problem is also rising, everybody is naturally eager to
know as to what has been the progress in the schemes  that our
Government has embarked upon for the improvement and
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research in agriculture. We find under this Grant several
heads. Oneis jute seed collection farm scheme, tiien mecha-
nised cultivation scheme, then development scheme for scarcity
areas, then fishery development, then forest fisheries and so on
and so forth. :
But I am afraid, Sir, there are only headings and not much
of work. For example, there is one heading here, “Develop-
ment schemes for mechanised cultivation”. At least so far as
this grant is concerned, there is nothing in this respect.  As the
Minister said a little while ago, his Department is really a
peculiar Department. He is in charge of some fisheries and he
is asked to develop them, but most of the fisheries in this State
come under the head “Revenue’”. He is in charge of agricul-
ture, but he has no say in the matter of agrarian reforms. He
is to improve agriculture and make arrangements to give more
food to the people, but he has no say what should be the land
policy of the Government. I can appreciate his difficulty and
do sympathise with his present position, because a young and
energetic man like him does not surely want a sinecure job,
So far as the subjects under different heads are concerned, a
Head Assistant is sufficient to deal with them. A Minister is
not at all necessary. If Government propose really to do some-
thing , then Government should make some arrangement for it.
For example, if Subankhata and Kaki be the symbols and sam-
ples of our mechanised cultivation and grow-morc-food cam-
paign, then God save us from this sort of things ! Subankhata was
abandoned after incurring not a small expenditure and Kaki
stands. there as a standing shame to this Government. Not
only no fecod was produced there, but Hojai and Lanka, the
granarics of Assam, are suffering from drought because with a
view to show some progress, deforestation was done rapidly.
The result is no water | There was no timcly experiment made
whether deep tube-wells would be successful at Kaki. The
first thing that was necessary to sce was whether water would be
available for that area. "But without ascertaining that, trees
were cut.  After so much moncy being spent for tractors, cater-
pillars and so on and so forth, " after so many Ministers had
paid so many visits and drew their allowances, what do we
find ?  No paddy and also no cultivator ! The lands were
settled not only with non-cultivating men but also with non-cul-
tivating woman. That woman may be cven a Brahmin woman.
Not only that she does not cultivate, even her hushand does not.
She may even be a Headmistress, a Minister or Deputy Minis-
ter ! So, in .thls way we find that this scheme has failed. I
only sympathise with the Minister-in-charge and want very
much to know whether there has been any progress in the
meantime after he has taken charge. ‘

- — s apS— . 4 oy Hrﬁﬁ-:, —
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With these few words, I beg to commend my Motion to the
acceptance of the House,

Mr. SPEAKER: Cut Motion ‘moved is that the total
provision of Rs.7,94,900 under Grant No.50, Major head —71.—
Capital Outlay on Schemes of Agricultural Improvement and
Research, at page 556 of the Budget, be reduced by Re.1, 7.e.,
the amount of the whole grant of Rs.7,94,900 do stand reduced
by Re.1.

Y M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,
Agriculture): Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am grateful to the hon.
Member, Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya, for his kind words of
sympathy for me.  But, Sir, all his tears are those of a croco-
dile as these arc far from sincere. However, I offer my thanks
for the crocodile tear-cum-sympathy of my Iriend for me with
whom I had quite a good encounter in earlier years in this very
House. There was no need for shedding such crocodile tears.
Anyway, Sir, T may point out to him that the Cut Motion was
In wrong context and my Friend has opened a wrong page. For
the first time he is trapped. He complains that page 556 is
practically blank. It mentions of schemes but without any
corresponding provisions. Butthe fact is that mogt of the
schemes about which he spoke are not at page 556; they are
under ““40—Agriculture’’, “at pages 551 to 571 and, therefore,
Sir, he has really missed the bus. His Cut Motion was under 2
wrong head for discussing these schemes which he cannot do
and therefore, I cannot but sympathise with my Friend,

Nevertheless, Sir, I cannot tell him e
at my disposal is very short. I ha
about Kaki and I can assure him that T will personally enquire
aboutthem, It is neither the policy of Government nor can it
be the policy of my Department to cncourage people with land
to have land in Kaki or in any such reclaimed area and I can
assure him that I will enquire into it. Of course | cannot pass
any orders about cancellation as the allotment was made in this
case by the Revenue Department, b

ut I shall pass on the results
of my enquire to the Revenue Department. 1 can say, Sir,
that the Government do not intend to encourage absentee

landlordism or giving land to people who have sufficient land and
if any specific cases are brought to our notice, Government
will certainly enquire about them.I can assure the hon. Member
that we will leave no stone unturned far less cancelling such
allotments for regularising such matters, But, Sir, I have been
hearing this complaint on the floor of this House for the last two
years. The other day when such a complaint about Kaki was

verything as the time
ve heard a lot of criticisms

—
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made, several Members on this side, including a lady Member,
Mrs. Sen Gupta, threw a challenge and there was no Knight to
accept the challenge. That was most unfortunate. Sir, I am

not going to ‘make any insinuation. I want hard facts. If

the hon. Member wants to accept the challenge thrown out by
Mrs. Sen Gupta, let him give the names.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati):
I shall give the names.

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister,
Agriculture): Thanks, T shall see to it. With regard to the
water scarcity in Kaki, we decided to dig three deep tube-
wells; two have already been dug and one did not prove suc-
cessful.  With these tube-wells, we hope to relieve water scarcity
to a great extent,

.With these few words, I request my hon. Friend to kindly
to withdraw his Cut Motion.

Mr. SPEAKER : Is the hon. Member withdrawing?

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: I have
no objection to withdraw.

(The Cut Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.)

Mr. SPEAKER: The question is that a sum of
Rs. 794,900 be granted to the Minister-in-charge to defray
the charges which will come in course of payment during the
year ending 31st March, 1958 for the administration of the head

*“71.—Capital Outlay on Schemes of Agricultural Improve- ‘

ment and Research”,

(The Motion was adopted)

Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned till 1-30 r.ar. on Friday,
the 21st June, 1957, ‘

Shillong : R. N. BARUA,
Secretary,
The 4th January, 1958. i Legislative Asssmbly, Assam.

A.CLP, (L.A.) No.291/57—216—8-1-1958 !
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Messrs. Chapala Book Stall, Shillong,
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Mr. Banwarila! Jain (Book Seller), 1719/2002,
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Messrs. Law Book Society, 65/3, Harrisen
Road, Calcutia. :

The Dircctor, Benares Corporation, University
Road, P.O. Lanka.

Messrs. Law Book Society, 4A, Wellington
Square, Calcutla.

Messrs. Bodh Raj Marwah, Booksellers, Shop
No.63, Pusa Colony Market, Delhi-Xaroj
Bugh, New Delhi. | ETON

The Oxford Book and Stationery Co., Scindia
House, New Delhif17, Park Street, Calcutta

Messrs Mokshaaa Pustakalaya, Publishers and

Book Sellers, Gauhati. ) :

Messrs Popular Book Depof (Regd), Book-
sellers, Publishers, etc., Lamington Road
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Messrs B.H.U. Press Book Depof, Booke
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