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Proceedings of the First Session of the Assam Legis-
lative Assembly assembled after the Second Geperal
Election wunder the Sovereign Democratic
Republican Constitution of India

The Assembly met in ‘the Assembly ‘Chamber, *Shillong,
at 10 aAM. on Tuesday, the 18th June, 1957.
PRESENT
Shri Dev Kanta Barooah, B.A., LL.B, Speakef, iﬁ the

Chair, four Ministers, seven Deputy Ministers, and sixty-five
Members.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

(To which answers were laid on the table)
Construction of footpaths in the main s
Jorhat Town

Shri HARINARAYAN BARUAH (Teok) askeq ;

treets of

30. Will the Minister-in-charge of Local Self-Government
be pleased to state whether any money has been provided
during the year 1957-58 for the construction of footpaths 3
the main streets of Jorhat Town to avert accidents ? S

*Shri MOTIRAM .BORA (Miuister, Educagj,
replied : =

30.—No money has been provided for the purpoge R
othe State Budget or in the Budget of the Jorhat Mﬁ;l:g n}
Board for the year 1957-58. : P

Shri  SARBESWAR BORDOLOI (Titabar). ir. will
" the Government be pleased to take such Proposal tq 'all ;
money for footpaths in future ? 0

— o IR

._-__-—-"'_--—

*The questions was replied by Shri Motiram Bora (Minister,

account of the absence of Minister, L. S. G, Education) on
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Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister, Education): For a
particular town such a proposal cannot be entertained. The
ton. Members know that there is a provision in the Budget
for widening the municipal roads and this provision is about
one lakh of rupees and it is on self-help basis throughout the

State.
Number of Primary Schools in Assam Valley

Shri DURGESWAR SAIKIA (Thowra) asked :

31. Will the Education Minister be pleased to state—
(a) The total number of Primary Schools qnd the
number of school-going children in the
Assam Valley? 3
() The total number of additional teachers required
for these schools?
(¢) The number of additional teachers
appointed? :
(d) Whether Government propose O appoint .the
required number of additional teachers for ima
proving the teaching standard and also to solve

unemployment problem to some extent?
Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister, Education) replied :

31.—(¢) Number of Primary Schools is about 9,000 and
number of school-going children is 10,70,000 approximately

in the Assam Valley.

already

(b)—3,000 approximately. ;

(¢)—500 additional teachers were appointed last year for

Venture Schools.

(d)—Yes, subject to availability of funds and s
teachers.

Shri DWIJESH CHANDRA DEB SARMA (Dighoi) ;
= oifiT ARaca fear =mtr wiacd aga e fom = e

Uitable °

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister, Education): It is
not _ﬁxed. Generally for 40 students onc teacher is to be
prOVldCd: but this rule cannot be adhered to strictly for various |

reasons.
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Shri DWIJESH CHANDRA DEB SARMA: 5333
GIEATT (@ 9Fq fFF 21200E a9 bo-50 FA A1 Ap Afesl |

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister, Education): ¢t
(s314) W) PG aC < IS B (€

Leave structure of 4th grade Government servants
\Bhri SARBESWAR BORDOLOI (Titabar) asked:

32. Will the Minister-in-charge of Education be please'd to
state—
(@) Why the letter No. PWWU/56/84 of 24th March,
1957 from the Union to the authority of the
Prince of Wales Technical School has not been
answered as yet ?

(b) Whether there is any leave structure to the 4th
grade employees and employees of commercial
section of the Prince of Wales Technical School,
Jorhat ?

(¢c) If so, why there are discriminations to grant leave
to these employees ?

(d) Whether Government propose to grant leave with
wages to the 4th grade employees from now
and restore the losses to those who were de-
prived of the same before ?

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister, Education) replied :

32. (a)—The reply to the Workers Union has since been
sent by the Principal, His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales
Institute, Jorhat. .

(b)—Yes, there is leave structure for 4th grade Go-
vernment Servants according to rule.  But the. two catego-
ries, viz., (1) casual employeces, and (2) employees of the
commercial section on daily wages basis are not entitled to
leave as per rule. '

Casual employees are however sometimes allowed casual
leave up to 10 days in genuine cases.

(¢)—The terms under which the latter two categories
are employed are different.
(d)—There is no such proposal.
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Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOI (Titabar): Sir, there
is some anomaly in the answers given here. My Question
No.32(d) is “Whether Government propose to grant leave with
wages to the 4th grade employees from now and restore the
losses to those who were deprived of the same before ? and
the answer given is ““There is no such proposal.”” This I
cannot understand.

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister, Education): The
answer is there. Those who are regular employees get leave
according to rule, and those who are irregular employees do
not get leave.

Mr. SPEAKER : There are two categories of such
employees. For one category there is provision for leave and
for the other category therc is no such provision. The answer
is given in Answer to Question No.32(5).

Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLQCI: My question is
««Whether Govenment propose to grant leave with wages to
the 4th grade employees from now......... .

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister, Education): Re-
gular employees do get leave,

Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOI : The answer given

here is not clear.

Mzr. SPEAKER: The hon. Minister has made the point
clear.

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister, Education): For
permanent employees there is provision for leave and for .the
casual employees and employees of the commercial section
on daily wages basis there is no proposal for leave. It 15
quite clear here, Sir.

Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY [Cherrapunji (Reserv-
ed for Scheduled Tribes)]: The question is whether Govern-
ment propose to grant leave with wages to those casual em-
ployees. I think the hon, Member means this.

_ Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOI: Yes, Sir, that is my
‘pOIIlt.

-
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Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister, Education): There

is no proposal to that effect, and we cannot have it for
casual employees.

Unemployed persons in Tea Gardens

Shri DURGESWAR SAIKIA (Thowra) asked :

33. Will the Minister-in-charge of Labour be pleased to
state—

() Whether Government are aware that the number
of unemployed persons in tea gardens is increas-
ing day by day ? :

(6) Ifso, what is the number of such unemployed
labourers ?

(¢) Whether Government propose to employ those
unemployed labourers ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister,
Labour) replied :

33. (a@)—Government have no definite information, but are
congsidering to conduct a sample survey to assess the facts.

(b) & (¢)—Do not arise now. Necessary action will
be taken on receipt of the report.

Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR
it a fact that some tea gardens are
from outside through their agencies an
ing unemployed labour at present day

(Dibrugarh) : Sir, is
still vecruiting labour
d thus avoid recruit-
increased wages ?

Shri PURNANANDA CHETIA
Education) : Yes, Sir, because in
surplus or unemployed labourers do
tea gardens for employment.

(Deputy  Minister,
SOme cases tea garden
not like to go to other

Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLO] (Titabar): Sir

Government aware that the sur
have no objection to being empl

SrEare
plus labourers of ‘a tea garden

oyed in the nearby tea garden ?

Shri PURNANANDA CHETIA ; Yes, that is right.

Normally in special circumstances Government issue instructions

to the Industry for making arrangements for employing
surplus labourers of a tea garden in the nearby tea gardens
where there is scope for employment,

Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOQ] : Will the Government
cite some instances where surplus labourers of a tea garden have
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been erﬁployed in nearby tea gardens through Government

agency ?

Shri PURNANANDA CHETIA (Deputy Minister,
Education) : I cannot say offhand.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati) :
Is it a fact that there is no instance to that effect ?

Shri PURNANANDA CHETIA That is nota fact
Girls’ High School and Middle English School

in the Jorhat Subdivision.

Syimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA (Katonigaon)
asked :

34. Will the Minister-in-charge of Education be pleased to

state—
(¢) Whether Government are awarc of the existence
of a Girls’ High School at Kakajan and a Girls’

Middle Enzlish School at Karanga,in the Jorhai

Subdivision ?
() Whether any representation on behalf of the local

public has lately been received by the Govern-
ment regarding grant-in-aid to these Institu-

tions ?

(¢) If so, whether Government propose  to sanction
adequate grant, both capital _am;l recurring for
the development of these Institutions ?

Shri PURNANANDA CHETIA (Deputy Minister, Edu-
cation) replied :
34. (a)—Yes.
()—Yes.
(c)—The q}lestion of a recurring grant to Kakajan Girls’
High School will be considered after the departmental recog-
nition of the School.

That of Karanga Girly Middle English School will be
taken up when funds permit.

Shri D%NDESWAR HAZARIKA (Morongi): May I
know from Government when departmental recognition is ex-
pected to be given to the Kakajan Girls’ High School ?
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Shri PURNANANDA CHETIA (Deputy Minister,
Education) : After fulfilment of necessary conditions.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa) :
Is there any proposal in hand to help such institutions which
come up to the standard of getting recognition ?

Shri PURNANANDA CHETIA: There is no proposal

from the Government._ Rather those schools have to fulfil the
conditions prior to getting any grant.

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA : Will the Govern-

ment help such institutions which come up to the standard
to get recognition ?

Shri PURNANANDA CHETIA :
the recognition that the institutions co
up for Government help.

It is only after getting
ncerned should come

Shri BISWADEV SARMA (Balipara): Is it a fact
that under certain circumstances these rules are relaxed ?

Shri PURNANANDA CHETIA : No, Sir,

Flood Damage in Some Villages of Bagribari Mauza

Maulavi TAJUDDIN AHMED (Tarabari) asked:

35. Will t

be Minister-in-charge of Agriculture be pleased
to state—

(@) Whether Government are aw
" vast part of Mouza Bagribari of the villages
Raumani, Raumari Pathar, Chenimari, Dam-

dama, Chenglidia, Jatradia, Khutabari, Bardia,
Sorudia, Atia, Dandali were damaged by flood
and by water hyacinth since the last four years ?

(&) If so, what is the cause of flood ?

are that all crops of a

(¢) Whether Government propose to make plan to
protect this vast area ?

(d) If so, what is the plan ?
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M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Agri-
culture) replied: :

35. (a)—Government are aware that some villages of Bagri-
bari Mouza have been affected by floods during the last few
years but no reports have been received about extensive damage
to crops.

(b)—Flooding is due to the fact that the land in ques-
tion is lower than the high flood level of the Brahmaputra.

(¢)—There is no proposal at present to undertake any
work for protection of the area from flood.

(d)—Does not arise.

General discussion on the Budget

Kumar PROKRITISH CHANDRA BARUA (Gauripur) :
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I thank you for kindly allowing me to speak
a few words in connection with the general discussion of the
Budget. Sir, I am not an orator, but as an accredited repre-
sentative of the people, I am duty bound to place before this
august House the woes and miseries of people whom I have
the honour to represent.

_ Sir, going through the Budget Speech of the Hon’ble
Finance Minister, I do not find anything hopeful for the people
of much neglected Goalpara. I hope, Sir, my Friends from
Goalpara now adorning the Treasury Benches will not object
to my using the word ‘neglected’ as an adjective of Goalpara.
Fact is fact. Sir, nothing has been done by the GOvernment
for the improvement of Goalpara during the last ten years
though it is a border district of Assam. In view of its strategic
importance, the district of Goalpara should receive special care
and attention from the Government in the way as Assam
being the frontier State needs special attention of the

overnment of India. In common with the other parts of the
State the burning problem of Goalpara is the food. The
tract of land bounded on the north by the Assam Rail Link,
on the east by a line starting from Rangia vie Koch Hazoo,
Sualkuchi, Pala:sbgtrl and Loharghat, on the south by part of
Khasi and Jaintia Hills and Garo Hills and on the west
by East Pakistan is a flood-affected area but nothing
has been done to improve the tract. Sir, in this vast area
there are big Beels_and Boro paddy may easily be introduced
here by the Agmcultpre Department to improve the food
situation. Secondly, Sir, the Muli system (forward sale) is one
of t.he causes of shortage of food-grain. During the difficult
period the rich merchants purchase in advance 75 per cent of
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the food-grains from the cultivators at Rs.5 per maund
and hoard it to smuggle to Pakistan and West Bengal
under the very nose of the authority and small quantity
is sold at double the price to local people. It is an irony of

fate, Sir, when the grower of food is starving, the truck-load of
food is smuggled in thousands of tons to Pakistan.

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister,
Unfortunately perhaps the amplifier is not working.

Mr. SPEAKER : That
House. Can’t help it.

Finance):

is also an act of God in this

Kumar PROKITISH CHANDRA BARUA (Gauripur):
Specially, Sir, the Dhubri Subdivision is a paradise for
smugglers. The entire western boundary of the district is
with Pakistan which is still not well marked and there are a
number of channels of the Brahm

aputra where it is easy to ply
country boats between the two countries. Over and above,

large scale corruption among the Government staff maintained
for the purpose of checking smuggling is to g large extent
responsible for this state of affair. The opinion has gained
ground among the masses that he who has money can purchase
the favour of the Government staff. Sir, in my opinion, only
opening of some cheap grain shops will not improvia the
situation as long as Boro cultivation is not introduced in large
scale and the production of food is not increased. Strong step
should be taken to sto

stop this smuggling. Smugglers caught
should be severely punished and Mulj systegm shoulggbe prohi’git-
ed by law.

Next I want to speak about the road system in our district
The road north of the railway line which is called the toil.]
line is the only road which connects Bilasipara with
Sherfanguri and the other one is from Kokrajhar to Shorbhang
Both these roads are only fair weather tracks and we have
no good road to carry on our trade with Bhutan,

So we
want an all weather track to Bhutan, This is a great need
for us in this area.

The food situation needs special attention. Speci
i n needs 3 ecial ste
should be taken in this direction, G :
Sir, I want to speak a few words about the tribal people
because I represent a large

_ ge portion of these people. The people in
the tribal are as are facing great hardship. They lost market
for their timber in Pakistan which has added to their distress
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From 1940 up till now I am in close contact with the tribal
people, and I have seen and I have experienced that now-a-days
they cannot rely upon us and think us as their own. I am
proud that I have a number of friends among them and I
marked that we mix with them with superiority complex and
pity them and as a class taking advantage of their simplicity
tiy to exploit them in all respects. Petty business-men are the
main cause of creating a gap between vs. For example, n
the Garo Hills during our stay there, Sir, I have seen
the people are cheated right and left in  those areas,
This should be stopped and prices should be fixed so that
they are not cheated like this. T know it very well that a
little friendly behaviour towards them turns them to be best
friends. So, I have special regard for these simple people and
I am eager to do any service for them to improve the relations
between the hills and plains.

Then, Sir, those places in our district still uncultivated
should be brought under plough on a co-operative system with
the help of the Government, becausc the people are not rich
enough to start co-operative farms on their own. Many people
have settled in grazing reserves as the low-lying areas arc
inundated almost every year. As itis not possible tu construct
a Bund on the mighty Brahmaputra, collective farms on high
lands are needed to improve the lot of our peasants. -

With these few words, Sir, I resumc my scat.

Shri MAHADEV DAS [Barpeta (Reserved for
Scheduled Castes)]: =g AT T, faesdl oleRuz 48
avas ofiFfee fadd e wmed ancd AN e (I B | O | 17
Fata wlaced W 7 FiHaa calg aatElada \BA9D fafkatts wfs @rEsd
Sheaab g <RTd [ @ Sfe-3393 2o Sifaw a2 s wife (3085
afing feslach atst azw widie 8 FiB ©d atd bl gifs @uifst 1z @
T ST A= TS EEw FiEeE | qiATT ARAT AFCEA G

Mr, SPEAKER : staqtg o7 Acziwcd &0 T AT coticd Ll
AFAT ApAAT AFA, A Tgin TTHF ACHLT P ANF (SIS T fFareR
A aT A9 FfHT |
] : :

Shri MAHADEV DAS: w&F Toziwd, i opory I
afafis wzq @, ez wgam  cdtaia #I6e, cifm - siged 9F
TS T NFGS AfRGE | wr A@ENT GNE A [ A ikt
cottatz A cafar diwrr catalt fag frea wiacd FRE aoh exfem 1 OR
TAS AT 57N ufags diwy Seoitna afear T TIL Sz TFag Aztacs ]
afee ¥ Sfwa | qand wiw Afastdd w91, d5e2 BT AR wify 2564
ZH—AT A 5IFIAT Steawe facans F41 HSS VEF 47 Geoltw My
fi aiff A9 Mee fert o czfea ofF FAERT IWIE IIAT I
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wlfge asfaca | ¢1® Ftaed 7% sIstaF BT wwealy a1 @q e ST
q% v 9T AFAF AB-47 7 o tAwa ToAwla AeT @y BRI
T i wixed slfaEia @F A @ wTiw g9r A9 T2 T
4ol 12T AT 9T TF afes Wit ; ot Fad @3 wad Aibd 462
A2, (STEAS (FCACF (12 @FfFET A0 B wify ww AR wifew @

Teq T _fAfce it afEs 23 Adt Tm—corw Tatetw w4
AT T AT FIF AT g A P

Y AR, it Ao 15 afw 9tfy cram e edwer fRs e F:0R)
OB A g @ FA1 271 TR e oA AT g uwa mee aagd
g, A, TATA 8 FAR feTae AT | TG AR et 4 SPEE
MSFA b T AT Ty WA wE TR oS Atz wwyw @S R
THiEad @fb A2 Fe—Al4ITe Zrae—aTT AtnrE @B Wy e gaa ateie
q7_agmed @dAita AN Fed—ieR wiT T g ? atwita Sigeew  win
T2 fFa @b f=f7 ztes oo wifzcae Mtz ofF TN @ity 1 @2 FEed
atfT foesn af@= At @, aiem 2fs W29 cite @ wts Tiza 2141
GISY ATITHA 7[fS bawiea wif¥ne wihewlw o witg | Tare Tifes wtacd
fedn cwtea 3w @ w2, afve 512 fy g g, Namza @@= cws
155 1 B e ) B Gl e B E B B (1B e B o s e v fasr <fa=
Gifatfa | =ifer ate e 7 2 q@dr SimTea aig—odnh qiwfee uiw
fdtach s toaE T A4 AT A A7, G sifrs csta el
AT Atelcs Az wifgs aing wife FifF o=l 5 it e oo
fFiTma vos  olifET AfREnte— af-fa il ctrs B i Ui
gtaztcs wi-fA9 [eiew faces stutars T A Stfer dfedtSin sfmta
Gt Tza [af afq =iz aditztg | i =ae o s IBfT S0I5:
e B ATT A | @ BT AN AW e Fater Tfes o wfd 209
a4 BF GATT A FEAEAETE T g Wi ey & el
AfRafTo T ©fI 43t =TE zTEW | o1 Tt T8 w9 4 fate afte
SRYTS 9% w=a fEwa fet wiad b iy @ 70 wees fis
dwy TeAWT ST ITFY @l I FRA B 27 9T iy gy

ENFIFAL TATE Fa =23 [eINeT, i oifF =i, Ag-mtn 317 39t 9
g fbe gifeq, Gits |

NAT AT qalT Ay Az S i ceiata 471%,
atest |1 @Ta eryia @b v o fe faceds ame
st =ifoa ofF fafacn Roedr Csiiewniz G
Tfag A9MS dfacgr 1 T 3w g 4q 70

g1 T N2 LA I Fm (Frat 23 @erg fofadm sandt st dag v «fea
wify orfdtes) coliztiea ateitars, staabie gt fTpatas | o= wIets b
cm atest @ ofs fafkarr -3z 9w $i87 97 @ify 34 CTTE—sItNIT Fiacet
C12 RAFT BTzl AN T ey A sfidica 57 sifimied foar st g
gt NI @ AT (RNE || oSles Wi 2ot gz e w2
At (f5) e e 9% MR 3z @ g e

s cafem
@fea s Aol ® iz =fF e wiF sla wiet-stied 4 gty

- |fs
A5ta3 FACT Sife coatea sfem @2 AN fFate B aig a0 20wt i

wia gyfef@m fZoicy A #Atftg siflg welq | @2 @ol w1 <9t savi99

MR 14w fag
TAFIC—ISIer 5 253
Wi =R Wit wife qazis
M AR spiva_wacd sasrce
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orgl FET TIF AT FRIACA 1% 5IFIAF AT e (- -5 ‘GIR
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aifiig ACal, @ F9CS @F phe B atcdl TS AT FITE A7) gm qp |
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stz MLE. =i st@tn High Schoola 71zfA® 1i%S (3fad 7ziTs f&w 4 s
wca | 12 MFES s sqeraspa Aa FedT B A6 Azt cairAiale
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D
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Adiaey | algF cates AT dimEim atzte cAfs—zEr edis wwisla 33

87T | ¢12 F=Ete afv “if% 2wl TRt a3derds offas @iftg Tzt cte
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@ ooigta wta T=as 4% 2/fom a1 st =3 cefem zace Arm-Police
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“From my personal knowledge of the answer papers of the
candidates of the FI. R. H. Technical Institution, Jorhat,
I found that the students were generally notup to the mark in
the practical side of engineering profession. It is true that no
technical institution can produce a fully trained engineer who
can immediately after completing his course of studies take up
any high position of technical responsibility unless he has had
proper practical training.

In connection with the technical education in Assam for the
quick turnover of useful engineers I make the following sugges-
tions for consideration :—(1) Provision for adequate workshop
and laboratory ' facilities to be made in every technical institu-
tion. (2) Actual manufacturing of machine building of model
dams, bridges, roads, drawing of transmission lines, etc.,

should be included as part of the course in technical schools
and colleges™.
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*Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur): Mr
Speaker, Sir, I am thankful to the Finance Minister for givin :
us a detailed picture of the economic life in Assam. [ am a1s§
thankful to him that although he has Eresentcd a Budget that is
deficit to the tune of Rs. 4 crores yet he has not considered it
advisable to levy any visible tax on our people, I say ‘visible
tax’ because I feel that there will be invisible tax op the people
even in this Budget and I also do not find in those items 516
amounts of which is being taken into consideration in giving us
the correct estimates of the Budget. I am referring to the con-
version of the various taxes under sales tax, tax opn cigarettes
and cigars, tax on petroleum. I find that these equation with
Naya Paise may bring to the treasury a sum not less than Rs. 70
lakhs because in smoking tobacco alone the new conversion will
leap to an increase of tax to the tune of ab

; out Rs. 20 per cent.
I may be wrong either this way or that but it sh ¥

ould not be far
from this figure. e

*Specch not corrected.
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Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Finance): Isit
20 per cent advalorem ?

*Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur) : Not advalorem.

Whatever tax 1is there now, over and above that you get

29 per cent more, and that should have been shown but that is =

not very much. I congratulate him for he has not levied any
new tax on our people and I am also glad that he has admitted
that already the burden of tax duc to its levy by the GCentral
Government is very heavy on the middle class and the poorer
sections of our people. He has given us a picture of the econo-
mic life of Assam which speaks for itself. As a matter of fact, the
people in Assam are perhaps worst off than in any other State
in India. Here, the price level of almost every conceivable arti-
cle has gone up, cost of living has gone up and over and above
that the per capita incomeis below than the per capita income
of the people elsewhere in India. Evea during the First Five Year
Plan period when the per capita income in almost all States
went up, in our State it did not go up in the same way and it
only 55 against 10:2. Our per capita income is already low.
We have not been able to fill the lacuna, to fill up the gap,
betv_veen our per capita income and the per capita of an average
In_dlan elsewhere as against that we arc living in an unecono
mic Stat<_: where taxes are high, prices are high and that we are
actually in a very bad economic plight. One thing very note:
worthy is that our Five Year Plans almost reconcile with our Five
Year allocations. Ina way it makes us difficulty to visualise things
In their proper perspective and make certain promises, promises
which we find it difficult to fulfill afterwards.

Sir, the First Five Year Plan, on the admission of
the Government itself has not taken us any far. In our State
if we take item by item, we will find that we are in a very d&
plorable state. Tirst of all, let us take the case of agricultuft
When I speak of agriculture, I speak not only about the agrict!:
tural operations but about the land holdings of the people;

speak also about the average yield per acre and all these thing®

. First, coming 1o the problem of land holdings, we find that
different surveys are carried out by the Statistical Department. It
is said that about 1 per cent of the pcople here are completely
landless. Tt may be less than 10 per cent in Darrang, it may be
the ﬁgure 1s slightly higher in Sibsagar but if all those surveys
are taken together and average is calculated then it will not be
less than 10 per cent of oup agricultural population. Then the

Minister has himself admitted that on the average holdings |

*Specch not corrected,
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vary between 10 bighas and one bigha or 36 per cent to about

22 per cent in various districts of Assam. From our survey

we find that there will not be more than 12 to 13 per

cent of people who have land more than 30 bighas in our State.

So, Sir, thisis th problem of agriculture. We cannot enthuse

the agriculturists, the cultivators and the tillers of the soil that
we are going to give them land. I am not saying that it
will not be possible for any Government to give land to every-
one. Land is not something like rubber which is elastic and
which can be expanded and surely, Sir, when land is once given,
that cannot be increased or expanded like rubber. So we cannot
80 on depending on extensive forms of cultivation. Then, Sir, the
question is—can we give land to the people who are actually not
the tillers of the soil ; can we with a glass of parasite who live
upon the toil of others improve the method of cultivation ? It is
true, Sir, certain land reforms have been carried through at least
in papers, at least in Acts, but the real benefits of these legisla-
tions are still beyond the reach of those who really need the
same. Take for instance, Sir, the case of Adhiars Protection Act
which we have passed so many years back, and yet today, not
in one district but in so many districts, we find that the Adhiars
who were sought to be protected and benefited by this Act had
not been really benefited. I am, Sir, not for a piece of legislation,
I am for having 2 comprehensive system of legislation which
will give land to the real cultivators where the real fruits from
the land will b : enjoyed by the tillers of the soil,

Sir, I come to another very important piece of legislation
passed by this Flouse, namely, the Urban Areas Tenancy Act, The
People in the urban areas have still been suffering in these days
and they are not getting any benefit of this Act. The Act hag
been so defectively framed that it has given rise to so many liti-
gations instead of fruits to the tenancy, it has given the fryits to
us, the lawyers, it has created a paradise for lawyers, I feel. Sir
unless we are bold enough to state clearly thatin urban arcas
without reservation, that if a tenant is there for four or five
Years, whatever his stature of structure may be, he will not be
evicted from his tenancy until he defauls’ in the payment of
rents, otherwise the real benefits will never come to the tenants,
Then, Sir, there is,Ceiling on Land Holdings Act. We have put a
ceiling and it has created a great psychological atmosphere in
our State. I feel that today we will not allow any body to be
landlords, but when we compare the existing statistics re-
garding land with the Bill or the Act, we find that only a
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small fraction of the people will be deprived of this structure on
land and even whatever land there may be, that will not bring }
much benefit to the people. So the whole problem of land tenure
has got to be reviewed at the time of passing this Act. Although
I agreed to the main principle of the Act, we oppose the fixation
of ceiling at 150 bighas, because thatis too big a ceiling, and’
this is also against the recommendation of the Planning Com-
mission—that ceiling must not be more than three times of the
economic holding. Itis difficult to define what is economi
holding ; but even taking all factors, the improved methet
of cultivation and intensive forms of cultivation, W
can have 15 or 20 bighas as the basic holding. Three tim®
the basic holding, that is 60 bighas, should be
maximum area of land that a man should be allowed to hold®
because we know in these days of modern scientific invention, tht
method of cultivation and everything has been changed.
Japanese method of cultivation is there, and there is ammoniv®
sulphate bussiness and other fertilisers which can enable us®
raise a crop of, say, 20 maunds from a bigha of land—whi¢
yieldeq only 6 maunds before. So, Sir, if all these factors 3
taken into consideration, we think that 60 bighas of land st
be the basic ceiling for Assam. Asagriculture is the main sourt
of livelihcod—and where land is mnot enough—
pons1dcr that 60 bighas should be the basic ceiling that a mé*
is allowed to hold. Sir, it was stated that the greatest achiev’.
ment was received during the First Five-Year Plan in respect
food production, but we found that the figures were not correct
0therw1_sq in such a short period, we would not have fac
food crisis. Whatever that may be, it Is a fact that in Assan! \
must try to increase our food production. Here in the Buds;
Speech, we find that we are to achieve a production targe! £
8.42 lakh tons instead of 2.3 lakh tons. Sir, in our Staff “i‘
have_-to 1ncrease the production of foodgrain sufficientl) §, -
that it will enable us to have some surplus foodgrain whifrh,‘.’!' '
turn will enable us to bring other materials which we requi”
badly for our State from other States. Therefore, Sir, anint*<
in the production of foodgrain, although that may not |
necessary for the State itself, is essential for two purposes, il
to givemose profitable employment to our rural population anhl
secondly, to give us surplus” foodgrain enough to have othel|
articles, other goods which we may require for our industi®
development. Therefore, Sir, in the field of agriculture, a3
have stated, we have done precious little and we cannot boas
of our achievement in this field.

-
i

=
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When we come to the field of industries, itis far worse
still. In the field of industries, although we .ha.ve : been
clamouring for so many years to have certain industries for
which this State is uniquely situated, for which there are enough
potential resources, yet due to our inertia we find that those
industries have not developed. Capital in our State is very shy;
secondly we have not got technical knowledgel. We have not
even the persons—the entrepreneurs—to take the initiative. Sir,
can we go on allowing this state of affairs to continue in our
State ? We cannot, because at one stage if we cannot shift

quite a sizeable portion of the population from land to other
avocations of life, by land alone we cannot maintain this
people. Therefore to solve the problem of agriculture we have to
start industries. Sir, industries and agriculture are not two
poles apart. They are complim

Gt entary to each other in the
context of our economic life and when we find that the industries

which should have automatically grown up in our State have
not done so even to-day, the Sta

done s te has a responsibility to take
the initiative. Here I venture to say that the State should
engage in building up at least one or

_ two industries, run it
efficiently and bring it home to the people that in Assam also
industries can grow and prosper. That is the only ‘way how we
can break the industrial

inertia in our State and though it is
told that we have already S

/ _givena start for having a jute mill
and a co-operative sugar mill, Sir, I am

veryfrank to express my
doubt that unless the State take active interest and pactively
participate in building up one or two industries at least within
a span of two or three yearsat

whatever cost, we may not be
able to attract the finance, the entrepreneurs, who are not at all

willing to come to our State. When we develop at least 4 or 5
industries, we can have other subsi

diary indusiries h ill
. N WI
grow almost automatically, and these will jp turn inctregge the

employmer}t potentialities. Si'r, one sugar mill, gpe a1
one jute mill or a cotton textile mill may eng’age atngl)gt i?)l]t(;
12 thousand people, but as soon as these People are engaged,
there will be effective demand for g

oyt o s consumptj hese
people and they will give fillip to the gowth of ot}?ffgo?nggsfries-
The multiplying factor will come into acti

: . : on and help in the
growth of other industries. Therefore, Sir, there is » brig%t'vista:
bright future for the growth of industrieg in our State. For
this, Sir, I submit the inertia has to be b :

. e roken ; ‘we cannot
remain under the mercy of capitalists : :

- . p ‘ W€ cannot expect oné
Birla or some big Singhanias to come here P

: A ‘ - . 2 and  develop the
industries. The Financial Corporation is there, the Governlr)ncnt
is there. They must

¥ co-operate  and build up  these
industries. Sir, we have also to

see thatin our State we can
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develop electricty profusely. We have only one 7,500 k.w. of
Umtru Hydro-Electric Project, and perhaps this is the smallest
project in the whole of the country, and as we have enough
potential resources for developing such Hydro-Electric Projects
which will bring cheap powers for the would be industries, we
il{puld 1ilrr_1.1-11<3c1iz;.tely dtake up the development of these things.
ter all in a planned economy riority has to be given, Ina
planned economy, for the prcs)c’ntlzve must suffer so thgat we may
gain in future, and to that end it is necessary that we develop it
in a(tlreas V\}rlhere wel: are expecting industries to grow. We must
produce cheap electrical powerso that the same may :
the industrialists and we cle)m have better industrie?in’ltttll;ﬁ(s:;
?ﬁfgli-iThghtmnzport }:Eotli:lc-neck is no doubt a problem, but I
< 1n €S€ days, 1f the motive power—cheap electricity.—is
provided then entreprencurs woul(lpgct a fillip eIL)nd even if }‘;ilere
iiz?lﬁgigagffpolzt difficulties, they will come forward to start
s Ir, 1t \_-Vfll not be proper to say that we are oblivious
¢ transport difficulties and that we do not care for the
devglo%ment of the transport and communication. This is
?v(:: hzgetatl:fna{?pm?-st problem for a State like Assam where
Todia, Fo1" Tk corridor that connects Assam ‘with the rest of
2B regitn shoulgeg)grgphlcal position also is it necessary that
e sofficiency: 1 ¢ developed w1‘th_ a view to having economic
extent it shogidopomic sclFsufficiency s not growing to the
7 e O &; msg_ nto consideration the potentiality that
D o t?l €. o1r, when I scrutinise the Budget ijrom this
priorit’y AR at no attempt. has been made to give such
vitalnrchl §_our economic problem which is ~the most
problem. Coming to the financial aspect of the B d
find that after the capital outl ill bP left witl neache
balance of enly 27 lakiis, That is 5 very significant fastor 1ol
Gk intor ool don, 52 at is a very significant factor to be
sideration. T also find that our deposit has been

dwindling fr
Om yea
Sird o canno¥ I to year. We cannot have enough reserve

have " g 4 . Z st

alto ; minus negative closing  balance
avfihféétgﬁr Ssutate 1s a bankrupt State. Therefore, Sir, we
shows signs of ijf;lgesnon to make. Our estimated revenue
estimate is 2,420 | crease every year and today our revenue
: akhs. If we can” tap our revenue resources

exhaustively and corr .
e
more. I have not the i,ﬂy, they are bound to increase more and

Ime to speak on this point in detajls byt

;)vc{;i?blewct:ocsz?chot\? various items in this connection, it will be
On the expenditurwe' can further tap our revenue resources,
Estimate C()mmittee-e Elde 2l 1 believe; it we can have the
Al heriedl unction properly and effectively, there
Sate where th ur expenditure. It is necessary that in a
ate where the closing balance is estimated to be 27 lakhs, the

-
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expenditure is to be very thoroughly examined and it must not
be allowed to be spent unnecessarily. To-day for our unsound
economic position, everyone of usis to suffer, Therefore, it
should be first of all our duty to scrutinise our Budget before we
go to spend the money. In a State like Assam where we are
108 Members in the Assembly, we need not have a Cabinet of
nine Ministers with eight Deputy Ministers and we should not
have a salary of Rs.1,000 for the Ministers and about Rs.800 for
Deputy Ministers. The number of Ministers and Deputy
Ministers and their salary must be reduced. In our State it is
also necessary to curtail the amount of tours as much as possible.

Unnecessary tours of the Ministers, Deputy Minsters and officers
should not be allowed. We should not

have so many Committees
unnecessarily. Let us go first of all for tackling our problems in
our State in every possible manner. Let us be determined to build
our State so that after five years we can tell the people confi-
dently that after this period of our sacrifice and suffering, we are
lioday in a position to give you prosperity that will loom
arge.

Mrs. JYOTSNA CHANDA (Silchar-__WQst): Slr I, wanlt
know from Mr. Goswami how much land he possesses.
Shri HARESWAR GOS

. . WAMI (Rampur):I do not
possess a single bigha even.

Mrs. JYOTSNA CHANDA : Does

i : . he not bel t
Hindu family where charity begins elong to a

at home ? (Laughter).

Shri GURISANKAR BHATTAGHARYYA (Gauhati) :

He belongs to a “Dayabhaga™ Hindy family wh
inherits after the death of the fath ¥y Where - the Ssom

€r unlike the Mitakshara
system.

Shri NARENDRA NATH SARMA (Dergaon):
QYT TCEted, d5EA-al 59 fr AT AMeTE sy fFe e wife ¢fe
2 ICTE SINAT T2 TG T | i ot @ atees 47 afs
A ST 20T, S T TN T T4 TR Rl i (<
i cllth? (oies wfeafes  wonts gar - ey | wdeafer  gafen
AfrFaata catetficz witalg e FEigs alst IFE fag si= Tig CLEIET
qAMT ¢ AN AREITN W rwe G| @l Al -
FAAS  WATT AT 0> FHF 5w

T TR ez fy AR 9w
tatg WS (12 ARt Efe Wiy ory TAE—
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PR teFA pe Traz dferE, csératwa Eifs FfAAea =0A sfT
AT AAtqtaE @3EE F wiE9d AT sitm stE Aifde ) ag  f[R€nr @ =

4Tm WiET e[EmA  FAicEcy | fFw @it fdaca AtEcm @ 9iza @R

st 3wty Flars AfFds @ AT cdfens dwaEF Aib R A
sawica afre B <facy, b [Hedd 7a1 Ftiw oo cdfoms T AR
Atz ae  fAewd Swakee ze e Attacs | sfearar dfersas wifds
GEte citora ¢z Afarm | eSraics Atg a@siim azion JE S el
a2 | @fSrws A6 fFead w@ cwas fa wairel Gg 12 TH4IEC
wbla &t | ot R @fEifacs cfesass s T F4 @I
AN A2 1 IR dfSaF AFAs wtdapts facE zeA AT AQiewETa

EAlE | 4% TR wmEe @t wifn cdfsas oaeEe dd 3% I

eAfae e BT flmm weydt Befe atamw wfam dAifRm g g
Th Gt AR A9 AmEtn giewmEma ofe st 4@ A2 AR
gitwi=E=a FEgTe AIEEFAT T2 | whlcs fafF=miz awata trading com-
pany A Fadta AfEfe @ifgn @izfzate oigas aw 0z oolvg, Alw  @12-

fRafea. audit wife 58 3wz afre v @i AF 1 A GEEie GEiE

cdifers Atz Gifs 44w @t atffe catatzs 1 afim dfers a3a3
WEF AT 6T | 9T dfum Amaw wtlAps MAta mA @b w7
TR ACHETT o[foq FfEm Aifi | 93 amatEm AEitaa (SEEEE -
AT 7 AFq A9 AT 9w 3 cotaren wdEs v *(@d A 29
12 _FA0 AT =i tzrm cn cweE @A olid Sre et
QAT @olf2 oliths wrs @B (G wie FfEa Syfe 139 Aif
Sz TFF FRI At tzem | fem wen z0A 9F AT ATCTER
AFCEA AT TAS A TH atzen catata atey |0 fFAC WAtelcs amam
T wfime R s s afifs asd e 2o el ofem
T (T MYl SR wAw e Afmza 5w A6l WAlTS F 0z AR
TR | oRfER Audit wife sgoye awta cin gt AE | @R @i
LT A AN @A @R gAton afe o[49s T4 A% (S0 AN
AlS ML= Fftr gz o i ovm o oim whcd A% 98 @, o o
""W e RAiwa o Adrem fatea facn wtdcs @B Tam S
M IS WAtz 4 acwmiE) gq wfaa =f 1 cofoaitr wifv @3

2?:1!1 @fCfF  atera  wfHa fm e Ffgm Eiffe a7 FRaga O

ST 58 ctwlns e Fifds walm Tuwdr 2@ CERATE G

(TN =M G2 T[S =1 Wi mow  crastes <@ | @R si@d
IS AT A Aew Awtaen caiaifs e FET AT 20w G
Ffaq A TG Sl cdwtre e wwn otfr-rlE AT-24NCT
T T Mg | Planning Commission @ =@ sti@stm qﬁ%—ﬂﬁ ife

fTe3dq Sltal v Awiics wice sfjgg o123 S S
: A=q7e  Sr[fo FAS BAFIRT 7w
FfT Hica 97 T79m 3 st | !

iz T UG Axtrer wEutere  afs wwl fem wIw | eifers
ARACT NS SN 70 iffen sr sty ota wa=w  FET =it |

St 4 o
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TENT Anime fAots 7 Sifss sdss s <M ]

witel g
ATrEtat  9ipes | Swizad

FacA T3 difa @ wisds e Awtres
TAMCE  <ey BF A, TiF T T sdwmltea @ Rl (9eF GO
Blcs fam za 1 @ e 9 cafcir Om I 1 et
AT 97 EIFIFT  GITET IToETE T Ty 9T @ETE qF 5I5T

THIE | 93 fFatE ciasiea fatm 9sfem AT o 13 Tius
Il FETE @ melT

Q1T fAbs, “wiars Swm fAfEmw T @ o REed sk
F[@ata arwtgs Technician 7 Bods  wawia | IS (SIENT  GrFE
Technician =t g 713971 T g O R

dte wme f1 [E AT @=4a oielr 4 i o Rars fufie
Sl gt atiws caniEm fBfven =@ @fatT ;. fSacm cosEiss

RIAT BFI-PIT5) 9T Su4-AAlfS T | aifrs @ fdle oot MNTT-Gree
frm torg ots frames @va-iifs aft @m wzx w19 ol@ cPmyEda it
CAwia w77 |

2l Alferae wif wftw @ tsaw StscE gweR wlecd @ B
WEID el 4s w4 @iffts 1 o1z pw fE e TFC BT
FEALS 495 (2l AT @ At wiE T s wmEs i Figtt
aifr Gi¥tma TR T 5189 i Tame FAtw  awe  fBfeemicat
TICARE A1 | wle S 2B w4a aff  oiasia fm ower o8 e
a9 fbfesia cwtem R sz )

alfe tfE Reliefa  wtacd 531 g7 o7 | FITM @da 5139 (=it
MTET afem Atz =gk 29, oF AztT 3w am oR i fGor
TR 1 pafelenmia wfeotan zivs AT oS 33 s SE b £
M| TAlRA wECA T TG @ 9T HESm Frres g7 vals soffaea 1 =gy
FGATA 2ITT (ST MRINT @ A AR Y7 b AZS) @ 3 tatfea |
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QZTH 49 FU 070w 7 Fha flag @ttt sty tsRptE iR g
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Meatrsa S alziahs Ssits wifsg ciidica |

C? fFaie Sivs atts st
U= wiF 9Tt 28 Sita 1% A9 Aeet |
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=tfg @ A FA (At 7T IS {FEAld oFaS ¥ e |
farwres, Atira Fyaw 31 AfBLF am-viT FFT AN tzrg | ©iT SR EE

4
stapia catelis A=ATA cprafEraT wiaa = czrg 1 A FfE e S
crre wiE® FiZaia Afe FAA= ANA ozt nnrs cdfs *few o9 Sk

“ -
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y =3 Tranha Rieg e

arst wErS FNATHIRA (514 ZT 2@ H/EW IR
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T TEn, e A (HETtE Jiga Aok FIArAlR AANSE W (USE

/4 ;“/x/ef.".;gfcf'_ S, F thank the Fow /:_/r" Pz MAuster
for presenting che Budget for the year 195758, in wiich e
tried to lay before the House a vivid financial picture of the
State of Assam. He did not hesitate in showing both the
dark and the bright sides of the problems and the steps the
Government of Assam are taking [for solving the various
problems of our State. Sir, our State’s resources are so limit
that there is very little scope, as w¢ find from the Budget
speech of the Finance Minister that he won’t be in a position
to augment the revenuc of our State. Be that what it might
be, Sir, we are very grateful to the Finance Minister that he
has not imposed any further tax, the pressure of which has |
already been very heavy on the poorer section of the people
and which have gone beyond the paymg capacity of the
general public of the State. Jn connection with particular
problems, I would frst like to draw the attention of the |
Government to one foremost factor that 1s, refugee, problem.
We have found in the speech of the Finance Minister that the
number of refugees in the State 15 mOre than 4,86,000. Of
this total number, I would not be wrong if Isay, Sir, that °
more than half the number of these refugees are in Cachat ‘
The population of Cachar is already very high, and more than
half the total area of Cachar is covered Dby either tea gardess |
or hills and Tillas and the rest which is available for habita-
tion, is densely populated and as the pressure on land in Cachar
has a_lready been very heavy, it has become almost 1mp0351b1€-
to accommodate such large aumber of refugees on land alone.
I, therefore, draw the pointed attention of the Government to :
see  how best this refugee problem could be solved. I am
definite, when those people who have lost their hearth and
home and their land in their native villages, and had to leave
them for no fault of theirs due to the partltion of the country,
we can make an all-out effort to see them well rehabilitated.
The resources of our Government is very limited, and it is
very difficult for our Government to tackle this problem: but
then we shall have to solve this mighty problem. In order

o st 2
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to solve this problem, all sections of the people of the State
of Assam shall have to join together in bringing about a heal-
thier so'ution of this difficult problem. Therefore, I suggest, in
order to solve this problem, we shall have to establish
industries, when distribution of land alone would not be
sufficient for an eflective approach to solve this problem. If we
could establish industries, then we will be able to absorb
a large number of uncmployed refugee young men as well as
local pecople. I have seen in the speech of our Finance
Minister where he mentioned that it is the declared policy
of the Government of India to develop simultaneously the
undeveloped regions in the country”. T only take the opportu-
nity of repeating that along with the development of the
different parts of Assam, Cachar is also developed which is in
the extreme corner of the State and linked up with the rest of
our State with only a very slender communication line, that
is the Hill Section, which also goes out of communication on
various occasions during the rainy season almost every year.
The attention of the Railway Ministry of the Central Govern-
ment should be drawn by our Government so that this slender
railway line of communication be improved, for thatis the
only life line of comrmunication of Cacher with Assam.

Sir, 1 am glad that our Transport Department has takenup
some new lines for running the State Transport buses. I hope

our Government while taking more lines in the near future
will take some lines in  Cachar also.

‘The construction of the Jowai-Badarpur Road was takenup
in the year 1951 and it is now 1957—the said road was not

completed on the 14th of April last. T happened to pass by that
road, I was very much surprised to find that hundreds of small
bridges and culverts have not yet been completed. I am thank-
ing the Public Works Department for the nice alignment and
gradation that they have made in this road. But what purpose
such nice alighment and gradation will serve when the
bridges and the culverts are not yet completed and in the
eventuality of stoppage of the Hill section. the people of
Cachar are cutoff from the rest of Assam ? So. Sir I would
request our Public Works Department Minister to  take up
completion of the bridges and the culverts as early as possible.

I now come to one vital problem of the Katigora consti-
tuency. Thereis a ““Khal” named Kakrakhal, which was dug
out by the planter of Kalain Tea Estate to drain out the water
of the tea estate. It has become the main outlet now and as
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% FTH (eNid Fa A7 czn ois fFoain cFas @f4ats il 3
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T 437t FArAiag ofa 37 ST orain Fiae 27 sSerAcRa ey felad
s 2[f5 fAsti@ Co-ordination 7 413 Ffard | 2[fs [k Fds =i
frsteta 7% T aftst e afg sdedrack FaaE e 29 A0 |

Shri HEM CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY (Katigora):
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I thank the Hon’ble Finance Minister
for presenting the Budget for the year 1957-58, in which he
tried to lay before the House a vivid financial picture of the
State of Assam. He did not hesitate in showing both the
dark and the bright sides of the problems and the steps the
Government of Assam are taking for solving the various
problems of our State. Sir, our State’s resources arc so limit
that there is very little scope, as we find from the Budget
speech of the Finance Minister that he won’t be in a position
to augment the revenue of our State. Be that what it might
bC, Sil', we are very grateful 1o the Finance I\’IiniSlCT that he
has not imposed any further tax, the pressure of which has
already been very heavy on the poorer scction of the people
and which have gone beyond the paymg capacity of the
general public of the State. In connection with paricular
problems, I would first like to draw the attention of the
Government to one foremost factor that 1s, refugee, problem:
We have found in the speech of the Finance Minister that the
number of refugees in the State is morc than 4,86,000. of
this total number, I would not be wrong if I say, Sir, that
more than half the number of these refugees are in Cachat
The population of Cachar is already very high, and more that
half the total area of Cachar is covered by either tea gardens
or hills and Tillas and the rest, which is available for habita-
tion, is densely populated and as the pressure on land in Cachat
has already been very heavy, it has become almost im ossible
to accommodate such large number of refugees on land alone.
I, therefore, draw the pointed attention of the Government to
see  how best this refugee problem could besolved. I am
definite, when those peoti)le who have lost their hearth and
home and their land in their native villages, and had to leave
them for no fault of theirs due to the partition of the country,
we can make an all-out effort to see them well rehabilitated.
The resources of our Government is very limited, and it is
very difficult for our Government to tackle this problem: but
then we shall have to solve this mighty problem. In order
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to solve this problem, all sections of the people of the State

of Assam shall have to join together in bringing about a heal-

thier so'ution of this difficult problem. Therefore, I suggest, in

order to solve this problem; we shall have to establish

industries, when distribution of land alone would not be

sufficient for an eflective approach to solve this problem. If we
could establish industries, then we will be able to absorb
a large number of unemployed refugee young men as well as
local people. 1 have seen in the speech of our Finance
Minister where he mentioned that it is the declared policy
of the Government of India to develop simultaneously the
undeveloped regions in the country”. I only take the opportu-
nity of repeating that along with the development of the
different parts of Assam, Cachar is also developed which is in
the extreme corner of the State and linked up with the rest of
our State with only a very slender communication line, that
is the Hill Section, which also goes out of communication on
various occasions during the rainy season almost every year.
The attention of the Railway Ministry of the Central Govern-
ment should be drawn by our Government so that this slender
railway line of communication be improved, for thatis the
only life line of communication of Cacher with Assam.

Sir, 1 am glad that our Transport Department has takenup
some new lines for running the State Transport buses. I hope
our Government while taking more lines in the near future
will take some lines in  Cachar also.

The construction of the Jowai-Badarpur Road was takenup
in the year 1951 and it is now 1957—the said road was not
completed on the 14th of April last. I happened to pass by that
road, I was very much surprised to find that hundreds of "small
bridges and culverts have not yet been completed. I am thank-
ing the Public Works Department for the nice alignment and
gradation that they have made in this road. But what purpose
such nice alignment and gradation will serve when the
bridges and the culverts are not yet completed and in the
eventuality of stoppage of the Hill section. the people of
Cachar are cutoff from the rest of Assam ? So Sir, T would
request our Public Works Department Ministc; to  take up
completion of the bridges and the culverts as early as possible.

I now come to one vital problem of the Katigora consti-
tuency. Thereis a ““Khal” named Kakrakhal, which was dug

out by the planter of Kalain Tea Estate to drain out the water

of the tea estate. It has become the main outlet now and as
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a result the original Kalain river has been silted up. This
has created a great havoc in the western Katigora area
where three-fourths of the population live. In this Kakrakhal
there is so much water every year that with a little rain the
entire western Katigora area goes under water—I mean the
area to the western side of the railway line which is better
known as Gumra where a large number of rcfugees have also
been rehabilitated. We took the Central Minister, Shri A, P.
Jain, when he was in charge of Relief and Rehabilitation,
Government of India, when he paid a kind visit to Cachar to
that area and he himself saw the havoc that was being
wrought by the water of Kakrakhal. Thereafter, we took
the Public Works Department Minister, Assam, and he also
visited the area. He saw the difficulties of the people who
live in that area and kindly agreced to put a Bund and also a
sluice-gate in that ‘Khal’. ~ But nothing has yet becn done in
that direction. Sir, I hope that our Government, when they
are spending so much money for improvement of t.he Jot of
the people, would be coming forward for spending a very
small sum in putting a Bund and a sluice-gate in Kakrakhal
which will not only benefit the villagers but also the refugees
who are in large number living in that arca, and
will also be a source of permanant help to thesc helpless people,
I mean the refugees for their propcr _rchablhtat_lop. .

Sir, I am thanking our Hon. Finance Minister for his
frank assertions that he is sad while trying to find out
funds for implementing our exchequer as our resources have
become rigid and static. Yesterday we have tllSquSSGd this
point in connection with the location of the oil refinery
here in Assam, and the entire House was at one i exprés
sing their views regarding the location of this refinery 1
Assam. I too join with all my Freinds in this House of
that point and "I would further stress that unless some¢
heavy industries are established, especially this oil refinery
is located in Assam, there will be little scope for augmen-
ting the revenue of our State.

Sir, our Finance Minister has budgeted the largest
percentage of expenditure on education and we are thankful
to him for that. I hope the people of Cachar will be
gettlng a larger share on that account and the only Girls

chool at Silchar will be provincialised this time from the
funds that have been allotted by our Hon. Firance Minister
for expenditure on education. The first grade college in our
district, I mean the Guru Charan Clollege, is also suffering
a lot for financial difficulties. Itis no secret, Sir, that this
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college has got a handsome amount from the Relief and
Rehabilitation Department, but it is not sufficient for
completing the projects that have been taken up by this
college for its improvemeni. Even now we have not been
able, Sir, to have a common room for our girl students
whose number has gone up by more than 100 in the Guru
Charan College. I hope our Government will be taking
special steps for allotting funds for the amenities that are
going to be granted for our girl students of Cachar. Then,
Sir, there is another institution known as Model Tol. It was
established about 31 years back and it has been rendering
nice help to those who are willing to take up Sanskrit as
their branch of education. For jts development this institu-
tion is trying very hard to impart this kind of education, I
mean Sanskrit, to the people. I hope our Government will
also see that duc encouragement is given to Sanskrit edu-
cation along with Muslim education.

Sir, I am glad that a lot of hel
Medical Department, but
share, I hope our I

P is being given to the
_ Ayurvedic has not got its due
Mance Minister who places much re-
liance in Ayurvedic system of medicine will be taking keen
interest in this so that this indigenous method of treatment
gets encouragement and this  will alse help solve the un-
employment problem and the people in the remotest corner in
the wvillages will get medical amenities. Sir, I am not
going to take much time of the House, but before I resume
my seat, I again thank the Hon, Finance Minister for not
taxing the people any [urther because they are alceady over
taxed.

Shri PRABHATNARAYAN CHA
East) : M. Speaker, Sir, I
to speak. I congratulate tl Tinister for his
presentation of the Budget before the House where he has
frankly admitted about shortcomings. OFf course he has not
given any dehn}.tc suggestion in that regard as to how to
remove them. Sir,  the Budget speaks of decentralisation of
units, but there is a centralisation in the Budget as will be
seen. Sir, I want to speak on the time-lag in the matter
of provision of funds. SIr, when there s provision in the
Budget and this provision is tommunicated to the adminis-
trative department, it takes a ot of tme to utilise that pro-
vision. And also when the administrative department calls for
proposals, for instance on medicy] grant for high price of
medicines, ctc., that communication coes from the adrbinges
trative department to the departmental head or to the dis.
tricts, say in September or October, and then the proposal

UDHURY (Nalbari-

th’ank you for allowing me
e Hon’ble Finance N
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gets through, say in November or December, and again this
proposal goes back from the administrative department to
the Finance Department for final sanction. So in this way
it takes a lot of time for distribution of money available
for educational, medical or other institutions. In most cases
the money for actual utilisation by any particular Depart-
ment gets there in March and it mcans a lot of difficulties
when grants, both recurring and non-reccurring and particularly
non-recurring grants, reach the allottees just before March
when the year is almost out. At the same time, there 1is
always one condition recuired in connection with this uti-
lisation of funds and that is: that there should always be
a utilisation certificate to the eflect that the money has been
properly and timely spent and for the purpose for which it
was given. So, Sir, my suggestion to remove this anomaly is
that the Administrative Department may perhaps be given a
general authority to utilise the allotted funds in order to save
time and to make the money available to the allottees in time.

Sir, regarding the First Iive-Year Plan, the less said
the better. I remember once IHoma, the humorist, said why
this Five-Year Plan was called so, because it took us five
years to prepare the Plan. Here in Assam we have a
different idea, that is, it takes us five years to understand
what s there in the TFirst Five-Year Plan. So also, the
Jess said for the Second Five-Year Plan the better, because
the Tirst Five-Year Plan was a failure in Assam—it cannot
attract the people nor can it give any bcn:eht to them.
The Second Five-Year Plan also is 2 disappointing one s0
far as Assam is concerned because it does not provide for
any multi-purpose scheme, river valley project or even the
much talked of Brahmaputra bridge, or doubling of the rail-
way lines or strengthening of the rail link and so on. Per-
haps we have failed to impress upon the Central Govern-
ment about our bare necessities without which we cannot go
ahead. I particularly mention about the Brahmaputra bridge,
Sir, because this bridge is necessary not only in the interest
of Assam alonc but in the interest of the whole country, and
we ought to have got this bridge long ago. As a matter
of fact d”_ﬂ“g war time, the Government of India proposed
to have this bridge constructed and materials were collected
for the purpose but I understand that cargo carrying materials
were sunk in Arabian Sea or somewhere clse. ILven now after
the advancement of time-after six years of the Plan period-
there 1s no definite proposal of having a bridge over the
Brahmaputra,
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Sir, much has been said about the distribution of lands,
tenure system, etc., by my hon. Friends, Mr. Goswami and
Mr. Bhattacharvya. It is seen thatin the Land Ceiling Act
there is no provision for suitable distribution of land. This
1s also the case in the Zamindary Abolition Act. The land
problem has become distressing and acute in all parts of Assam,
In this connection, I speak of Kamrup district. The census
of 1951 showed that the population has become double than
that of the censns of 1941, It was 7 lakhs and it became
14 lakhs odd, and if my information is correct. the popula-
tion figure has risen now to seventeen lakhs. In the census
report it is said that the most thickly populated area is
around Nalbari where the density of population is as high
as can be found everywhere else in 2 purely agricultural
country of the world, but, Sir, to solve this problem nothing
has been taken up by Government. I want to point out to
a few Mauzas of which I mention the name of Uparbarbhag
which has an areca of 236 square miles with a population
Of, 39,000 that ab()ut 1,?00 to a qulare nﬁlc' Nef\'t COMes
Bahjani, Pokowa, Dharmapur, Khata Mauzas where also_ the
population is 1,500, 1,400, 1400 and 1,200 respectively to
a square mile. These figures are astonishing not only for Assam,
but for the whole of India, that no special measures have been
taken for the last so many years to ameliorate the grievances
of these people. In Uparbarbhag Mauza the land for an
average person, after deducting the areas occupied by rivers
Bunds and roads, comes to about :

: _ : 7 to 8 Lessas, as against the
economic holding fixed by our Government at 5 bighas per

person and 30 bighas for a family ofsix. Is it not very
distressing ? I would draw the pointed attention of the
Government to solve this acute problem, It is for this very
reason perhaps people in some areas live oy one meal a day

Even there are cases in which people get one mea] for threc;
meals. This acute state of food problem i there for many years
in some of the villages, such as, Dokoha, Barbukia Barsig;alia-
and Dingdingi, which are inhabited by Scheduled Caste people.
Thc_re are also two more vi_ll_ages, namely, Jaha and Charia
having the same state of affairs, T hope, Government will take
some visible measures so that these People can be settled else-
where as the food problem is mainly responsible for want of land
When these people approached Ministers. they advised them to
start co-operative Krishi farms, The Finance Minister said
that in_the State there are ahout 12 Co-operative Krishi
Farms, but, I think, 5 per cent, of them are not, working - Ia
my place there are 5 such farms but they @

are not functioning
for want of land as well as for want of money for purchase of
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materials and seeds. As this problem of land is getting bad to
worse day by day, Government should try to solve it~ Ifitis
said that lands are not available to settle so much people, we
should give them alternative employment by introducing
industries. As you know, Sir, unemployment question is very
acute in our State as has already been said by some of my
hon. Friends but it is most acute in my place, i.e., Nalbari area.
There are some villages where there arc not less than 300
unemployed youths, who read from Middle English to Matric
standard. Ifan average figure is taken of unemployed of educat-
ed youths there will be, in Nalbari arca, not less than 15,000,
and the figures will be much more higher in the case of un-
educated unemployed people. To solve this problem, some
industrial measures should be undertaken. We [ind that some
industrial schools have been taken up but for the youths who
are trained there practically therc is no measurc for their
employment. I know ihat there arc 4 or O students in my
locality who have passed out of the.c schools but they are
sitting idle for want of employment. There ought to have been
some opening for practical training-that is also wanting. I am
glad to say that Government have started, at Gauhati, an
Industrial Institute but, I hope, this will not have the same
fate 7as the Gauhati Refugee Market. This  Industrial
Institute ought to have been started in a place where the
unemployment is most acute in order to attract students and
also to help solve the unemployment problem.

In order to give employment to the unemployed, Govern-
ment ought to have started tr.:n.ining-cum-prOﬁllctlon centresy
which have been started in other 5States in India. I understand,
here in Assam, some such centres have been started but the
number is very small. I believe that before it is too late to
solve this problem of unemployment, especially, in my locality,
there should be training-cum—production centres and some
industrial centres.

Then, Sir, 1 come to Community Development and
National Extension Blocks. Approach of the Assam Govern-
ment in this respect is quite different. ~ The original idea to
start such National Extension Service and Community Develop-
ment Blocks is to give stimulus to the pecople where there is
enthusiasm from beneath like that of Nilokheri and Sonpat.
This is very important in Community Development and
National Extension Service Blocks but in our State it is quite
different. I find none of such block has been started in
Nalbari area but, I think, in it large number of industries should
have been teorganised. There were many industries, such as,

]
»
*
.
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sericulture, weaving, etc., but these are in a moribund = state

for want of help and subsidy from Government. These indus-
tries  should be rcorganised giving necessary help from
Government,

Then about co-operative industrial socicties. There are
many such at Nalbari. As far as my information goes, there
are about 15 but none, except one at Belsor, is getting sufficient
help. The industrial institutes are sullering for want of raw
materials and there is also no proper market for the sale of the
finished articles. I hope Government will sce their way to
make proper arrangement for the supply of raw materials to
the industrial institutes and for purchase of finished goods.
Again, Sir, 1 like to mention about the case of Nalbari
Japi Co-operative, Ltd. Sir, this particular institute has
actually brought glory to Assam. It has been producing the
best materials and novelties which are not only sold in Assam
but the finished articles of this particular society have been
supplied to the other emporium stores in Calcutta, Delhi,
Bombay, Madras and other places, But in spite of all these
things, 1 don’t know why Government feel shy to give adequate
help to this society. I hope Government will give due consi-
deration to this particular Society at Nalbari and orant such
financial help to itso that it may bring more laurels to the
Government of Assam.

About Medical and Public Health,
| claborately, but one particular thing

notice of Medical Minister. This is about the Nalbari Hospital.
Medical Minister, Deputy Minister, Medical, and the Director
of Health Services paid

visits to this hospital and all of them
promiscd that Government would take over this hospital. But
only four beds and a skeleton staff have been taken, leaving 14 beds
and many quarters of the staff. The great calamity is that instead
« of taking over the hospital, even the grant that was given last
year has been withdrawn. The stafT is going without pay for the
last 7 months and 14 beds are maintained on credit, This hos-
pital contains a 12-bedded indoor hospital and 5-bedded
maternity ward started with public contribution. I hope, the
Medical Minister will see that the

} r i remaining part of the
l hospital 1s taken immediately. 8P

I have nothing to say
I want to bring to the

. Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, Medical): Mr.
1 Speaker, Sir, a general reply will be given by my Friend, the
Iinance Minister, but it will be desirable on my part also to
give certain informations to some specific points raised by some
of my Friends relating to Medical and Public Health and
Forest Departments.

|
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Sir, in to-day’s discussions I find that little reference has
been made so far the Forest, Medical and Public Health
Departments are concerned. At the beginning, my Friend from
Gauripur, Shri Barua, referred to the sad plight of the tribal -
timber contractors as a result of partition of the country,
because before partition these tribal contractors used to have
their markets in Pakistan where they used to sell the timbers
especially in the form of logs. Sir, I admit that the plight of
these tribal contractors, specially in this particular constituency,
is really very deplorable.

Now regarding Parbatjoar which my Friend has mentioned,
I like to say for the information of the House that this was
really a big portion of the Zamindari forest. After the abolition
of the Zamindari system we have taken over this big portion
of forest and I have already instructed the Conservator of
Forests and the Divisional Forest Officer to survey the area and
also to make certain blocks after marking of the trees and
give due consideration to the tribal contractors, because these
tribal contractors happen to belong to the poor and backward
communities, such as Doro Cachari, Rabha, Garo and others
Sir, many of these tribal contractors came (o me and I have
assured them that it is the policy of the Government to safe-
guard their interests. Sir, I am looking info the matter and
I have already passed order that certain coupcs should be kept
veserved for these tribal contractors in order to help them in
timber business which was practically dymng out there. Again,
Sir, my Friend has mentioned about the backwardness in com-
munication in the forest areas—that is true.  But I may inform
the House that we have already certain r.oad schemes ~ for the
forest areas. Timber operation generally is started by Novem*
ber because due to lack of communication in the forest areds
practically no work is being donc in th:C forest areas during the
monsoon. In this connection, I may inform the House so 12t
the road connecting Bhutan State through forests is concerned,
the Public Works Department has already sanctionced the road
from Bismuri to Saralpara, just on the border of Bhutan State.

"The construction of this road will be taken up as carly as |
possible and as soon as this road is completed, we are sure that
trade and commerce will open between Assam and the Bhutan
State ; plenty of chillies, oranges, and other commodities will
come from the Bhutan State to Assam. With regard to other
roads inside the forest, we are going to improve them because
we shall need the roads for the extraction of timbers,
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Now coming to medical, my Friend from Dergoan, Shri

Sarma, said that for want of adequate funds the Public Ht?alth

Dispensaries are not properly developed or improved. Sir, I

admit that we require more funds to improve and develop the

Public Health Dispensaries. When these Public Health Dispen-
saries were first started, they were of temporary structure with
the idea of giving temporary relief to the people suffering from
kala-azar. Now, after independence of India, we have taken
up the matier and we have decided to improve the condi-
tion of these Public Health Dispensaries, and for this reason
évery year we are making provision for the development of
these temporary structures by permanent structures, My Friend,
Shri Sarma, has specific

ally mentioned the case of Kamargaon
Dispensary, saying that there are

Kacharis and other back-
ward communities at Kamargaon. My Friend met me and
I had already discussed the matter and I had given him an
assurance that at the

time of distribution of grants under
Article 275, certainly the case of Kamar

l . gaon Dispensary will
be given due consideration.

Now, my Friend, Shri Ch
about the Medical Department, perhaps he is satisfied with
all our activities. I am glad that my Friend hasg strongly
supported the steps already taken by the Government.

For the development of the Ayurvedic system of medicine,
my Friend is quite correct when he says that our present
Finance Minister has special liking for this system of medicine.
As a matter of fact, I had already some discussion with him,
We are thinking in - what best way we can bring out a scheme
for the further development of this system of Ayurvedic medicine
and treatment. As the hon. Members know, we are going
o upgrade the present Ay

urvedic College, by shifting it to a
better place where we are gomg to build up a }

1erbarium
administrative bloc, hostels, maternity ward and some of
these buildings are nearing completion, So it appears with
the help of our esteemed colleague, the Finance Minister it
will be possible for me to draw up a scheme in this direction
and I hope there will be no difficulty to

¢ : s get the necessar
Financial help from the Finance Department. 4

Now, Sir, coming to the yesterday’s speech of Dr. Srihari
Das who, being a man of the medjc

: 1cal profession, practically
confined his speech to matters relating to Public Health and
Medical Departments. I would info
regard to the question of B. C. G,

akravarty, has nothing to say

rm the House that with
(Dr. Das said there was no
mention of it in the Budget speech), we have a provision in
our State Budget in this direction. Unljke other States there
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was no opposition from the people in our State. Every-
where the respouse was spontancous ; they are quite willing
to have the vaccination, and I may inform the House that
from the beginning of 1949 upto March 1957, the cases tested
were 24, 59, 614 and number of cases where the B. C. G.
vaccination were given was 10, 81, 121. TFor the implementa-
tion of this scheme we have, in this ca mpaign, as many as four
teams and we are having another team. So, altogether there
will be five teams. These teams are working in different
parts of the State. Our idea is to cover the whole of Assam |
within the next five years. Ior this purpose we have been |
provided with medicine and transport from the Government
of India. In this respect, we are taking mnecessary steps,
Sir.

Dr. Das has made certain reference to X-ray p_lant at
Barpeta—that it was not functioning properly. Sir, it may
be a fact, but I shall see that it functions properly. He
made a reference to the T.B. Ward in the Gauhati Civil
Hospital also. I do not know whether the Lon, Member
knows that we have decided to shift this ‘Nm‘d.to the side
of the Lokopriya Bordoloi Hospital at Gauhati where the
number of bed will be increased. It is going to be done
very soon,

Dr. SRIHARI DAS (Barpeta): May I know, Si'l‘,
whether it will be a hospital or it w_il% be an Qbst_r}'va't)'ory wal
attached to the Lokopriya Bordoloi I'. B. Hospital }

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, l\r/I‘edica_l); 'S]l',
it will be atiached to the Loko Priya Bordoloi T. B. Hospital
We have got money [rom the Tribal Areas Department also
in this connection. Of course non-tribals will also be takenin.

Srimati JYOTSNA CHANDA (Silchar-West) : On 2
point of information, Sir, our Medical Minister said that Shri
Chakravarty has not said anything regarding Medical Depart-
ment, so far as the disirict of Cachar is concerned.

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA: [ am coming to this.
My Friend, Mrs. Chanda, has said something about the Civil
Hospital at Silchar., On this point I can say, Sir, we have got
a general programme for the improvement and development
of the district Civil Hospitals. We have got money for it and
we shall proceed according to our plan and necessary improve-
ment and development will be made in case of Silchar Civil
Hospital also,
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Mrs. JYOTSNA CHANDA (Silchar-West): 1 have
also mentioned about the T. B, Ward., There aie no stafl

and no equipment for this Ward. 1 have mentioned about
the Narishikshasram also.

Shri RUP NATH BRAHMA (Minister. Medical): So

far as T remember, there was a provision of Rs,20,000 for this
lnstitute,

Srimati JYOTSNA CHANDA (Silchar-West): That
was kept as a grant for making the building.

Shri RUP NATH BRAHMA : Sir, T shall look into this.

I can assure her that I shall consider all the points raised
by her, in her speech.

Now, Sir, the other day certain
raised by some of my Friends from North
dra Nath Das and Shri Birendra Ku
kala-azar and leprosy in the northern part of the district of
Kamrup. Sir, for the information of the hon. Members,
I may state that although it is a fact that kala-azar and
leprosy are endemic in the tribal areas, within the jurisdiction
of the Civil Hospitals and the T.ocal Board Hospitals, the
Medical Officers in charge have been instructed (o undertake
regular surveys within their respective jurisdiction. But I
inform the hon. Members that no report about the increase
in the incidence of kala-azar and leprosy in the northern
part of Kamrup district has so far been received. Sporadic
leprosy cases also exist due to unhygienic condition of these
areas. Sir. in order to afford medical facilities, three new
Public Health Dispensaries at Nikachi (off M'ussalpfu‘) Patabat
and Kalgachia have been sanctioned by Governme’nt cdurin
1956-57. Besides these the Medical Department is also egtag.
blishing in  Northern Kamrup one New dispensary (under
Article 275) at Subankhata, six Primary Heall Usit ot
18\;;5:/11;1;0021, Domdoma, Golagaon, Nalbari, North Gauhati and

specific points were
Kamrup, Shri Suren-
mar Das, regarding

‘There are at present 4 Public J
Mikir Hills, wviz.,—Dolamara, Baith ealth
Rolonga. Further to these, one Maternity and Childl Welfare
Centre al Gunjung has been sanctioned by Government
during 1956-57 (under Article 275). 'The Baithalangsu Dis-
pensary 1s also being converted into g Primary Health Unit

Dispensaries in
alangsu, Dengaon and
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with facilities for indoor ward., There is also a proposal (now
ander consideration of Government) for establishinent of a
dispensary at Lumding or Sarulangphar, during 1957-58. The
Ganjung State Dispensary is also being converted into a
Primary Health Unit by the Medical Department.

Shri HAMDHON MOHAN HAPLANGBAR [ North
Cachar Hills (Reserved for Scheduled Tribes)]: Sir, there
is no doctor at Ganjung Hospital.

Shri RUP NATH BRAHMA (Miunister, Medical) : Sir,
I shall see that a doctor is sent there.

Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned for lunch tll 2 ». M.

After lunch

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, Medical) : Sir,

I was just giving some replies to the points raised by my
Friends from Mikir and North Cachar Hills District. My
Friends, Shri 58:1 Sai Terang, stated that therc is a dispensary
at Dalmara wlnc:}} is situated on the border of the Mikir
Hills and that this dispensary should be shifted to the Mikir
Hills District. This dispensary is at present situated on the
3*oad31‘dc. and actually in Golaghat Subdivision.  Previously,
it w.va{s sltuated at'Nfelnsipathar; The question of its shifiing
i)of ;I;rfgi(gnipnlaces m Mikir_ Hills will b(, exa miue_d at the time
This dispenqg rgconstructlon of buildings of this dispensary.
o bleai ) oD ihowigot two leprosy out cenires mhgrg
az.ld g in(;e 1at leprosy cases are there in the IYI:kl_r Hills
Officer in Novensﬁe-survey carried out by the Special Leprosy
D S otfn] 317, 1956 it was found that there were cases
survey. Of thes L ‘1- These cases were detected during the
non—in.f'ectious g f) cases, 4'4;6.(:&5;6:9 were leprematous and 1025
Mikir Hills. a schue to the high incidence of leprosy cases in
- Da"tm’" i eme fpr establishment of colm:ues at Phulani

a 1 "d “:,.a 15 recewving consideration of this Government.
SJ}I} e {m[ that the incidence of leprosy cases is very
high in the arcas Predominantly inhabited by the tribal
people due to their habits and living conditions. - We have
already sanctioned an amount for a survey party to make

L aaa e, ANEEERESENSREG cDte
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survey of these leprosy cases in both south and north banks
of the Brahmaputra. This survey party consists of two doctors
and other necessary staff, According to our leprosy scheme
with the assistance of the Central Government, we have opened
one subsidiary centre for leprosy treatment in the District of
Goalpara at Dotoma, a plains tribal area where the incidence
of leprosy is very high. In this matter we are proceeding

according to our plan and schemes we have adopted, keeping
in view of the situation,

So far as kela-azar is concerned, I
House that we have opened new kala-azar
areas where the incidence is very high,
Districts of Nowgong and Goalpara,
we have taken all necessary steps.

like to inform the
wards at different
particularly in the
In this connection, Sir,

My lIriend from Golakganj made mention of a maternity

centre at Golakganj. We have already taken steps to provide
the necessary staff, that is, a midwife and a Dhai, for that
centre.

d ) cality and so he
wants an  Aywvedic dispensary there, That matter will be

looked into duly, I may inform the hon. Member that
for a plaCt?, probably, Harmagar, Jjust near his constituency, we
have sanctioned one Ayurvedic dispensary already.

My Friend, Shri Biswadev Sarma, drew my pointed atten-
tion to the present condition of the forest villagers there in
his arca.  We have got a scheme for the improve?ncnt of those
forest villagers also. The total :

amount planned

during the Second Iive-Year Plan for items of worktgplisigfﬂf :
for the benefit of forest villagers is ahout Rs.2,03,000 foi;'
villages of Plains Tribal Areas and an equal amount ’fmf i
located outside Tribal Areas in the Plains Districts Thgré
are about 400 forest villages in the State and so far’as I re-
member there are only about a dogen of forest villages in the
area referred to by my Friend. 1In that particular arca also
we have taken some steps for the development of those forest
villages. 1In the year 1956-57 ip the Darrang District, the
following works werec undertaken :— ¢

Roads—Rs.4,000 was spent for
two miles of road to connect the Dp
with an existing Forest road and th

the new construction of
arikati Miri Forest village
us provide communication
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tacilities for this village with Charduar and Tezpur. Rupees
9,415 was spent for new construction of four miles of road from
the Selaikati Mikir Village to connect this village via an existing
forest with Diplonga and with Sootea on the North Trunk
Road.

Wells—For supply of water one ring-well was constructed
in the following five forest villages of the Darrang District at an
estimated cost of Rs.3,188.

Thus the total expenditure in 1956-57 in the Darrang
District has been Rs.16,605. As the district has got only about
a dozen forest villages, the cxpenditure per village in one
year has been above the average per village programme

during the five year period. This is because a number of

v1lla.ggs_, are fairly recent and did not have cven elementary
amenigies.

Shri BISWADEV SARMA (Balipara) : What about my

point regarding Gohpur Mouza ?
Shri RUP NATH BRAHMA (Minister, Medical) : I have

not the figures exactly with me at the moment. I may supply

them later. I am speaking about the entire Darrang division—
that includes Gohpur, I think.

Shri BISWADEV SARMA : No.
Shri RUP NATH BRAHMA : Any way, I will look into it.

Dharikhati Forest Village in Balipara Reserve 1 well
Belsiri Forest Village in Charduar Reserve ... 1
QOuguri Forest Village in Gohpur Reserve B
Balijan Iorest AVillage in Gohpur Reserve .. 1
Rangajan Forest Village in Gohpur Reserve ... .1 - &
Total ... 5 wells

tqkerszzeg:_f,b? ti{épiears from what I have said that we have
i mprovement and development of o
villages. The hon. nd ! our forest
this (1:01;¥1<3.ct1.0n f:l}a_t the facilities and advantages now offered to
people living within Panchayat areas are not extended to the

Member has raised an important question in

L
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forest villages. I do not exactl

the position, but I do feel that these amenities should also be
extended to the villagers living in the forest reserves, We
have some difficulty in the matter. There are certain rules and
regulations by which these forest villages are maintained. If it

does not interfere with these rules and regulations of the Forest

Department certainly all these facilities will be extended to the
forest villages.

Next, I come to the speech delivered by my Friend,
Srimati Padma Kumari Gohain. I think it would be better if
I speak in Assamese.

y know at the moment what is

afem @tz emm <frast AT citztea aiees wieat

o

, Ol IT~ATE frm otge
TF gAlRtaaT s T3 4R | cerdes T @ 95 979 IR fowacs
AT afSeea wiw A @AY fCABmTs fifrs ClEd, 5 wifvg weig
TS AT wT Ffaeg oo cordrs iy I Ffg | @iy @ T
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Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUA

fo9sa “ita"s Y femgra ? (Amguri) ;
Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Ministor, Meds
Naa7wa2 @ T3 Steami fowea 515 2y oneal) : apatg oy

a2 mAfS Wtfewe 4fws | fre e RIS
®EIET BT A4S | @iy SR e S Ale Tgwms (e
(Maternity Home) witts % f3ats bR I A 7 Bapg afy ;WTE
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Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguri)
w4 1w wface wedl® Seat wiw 3fs wig f& w9 ?

(A voice —IFAFATAT T 72T ZE@TZ) |

*Shri PURNANANDA CHETIA (Deputy Minister,
Education) : Mr. Speaker, Sir, in course of the Budget discus-
sion many of the hon. Members raised many questions and mat-
ters relating to the educational problem of the State which
calls for certain element of details. So the Finance Minister
thought it fit for me to reply to thosc points.

In the first place, hon. Shri Pakhirai Deka of Panery
raised that no steps have been taken by Government to take
over private venture schools in Maungaldal although some
such schools are in existence for 10 years. In this connection,
I would like to point out that taking over of venture schools
in the plains districts is entirely the responsibility of the School
Board concerned. (Voices: Not of Government ?) Govern-
ment simply give necessary grants; they have no direct respon-
sibility. There is a general directive from the State Education
Board that schools in backward and tribal areas should be gene-
rally given preferential treatment over schools in advanced areas.
If there is any such school which is in existence for last 10 years,
the matter should be brought to the notice of the School
Board or the State Education Board so that Government may
take action in the matter.

Hon. Shri Deka also raised _the question of the plight of
the primary school teachers. In this connection I would
like to point out that nobody denies that the condition of our
primary school teachers is bad. Government are equally keen
to ameliorate their condition consistent with the financial
resources of the State. So Government in the meanwhile are
taking steps on the basis of the recommendations of the Pay
Committee to prescribe a pay scale for these teachers which
is in no way less when compared with the pay scales of other
cadres of service. In this connection, Sir, I would like t0
refer to the pay scales published in the dssam Gazeite, dated
the 18th January last. The pay scale of the untrained primaty
teachers has beén raised from Rs.30-1-40 to Rs. 40-1-60 and for
the Guru or basic-trained teachers, the pay scale has been
raised from Rs. 30-1-45 to Rs. 50-1-65. So, Sir, it will be
evident that the teachers in the first category serving for one
year will get an additional benefit of Rs. 15, as any teacher
who has put in one year’s service will get an additional benefit
of Rs. 5 due to new fixation of pay. The teachers of the second
category will get an additional benefit of Rs. 20.

#Speech not corrected.
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*Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguri):
On a point of information, Sir. Why some of the lower
primary school teachers do not get their pay for two or three
months together ?

*Shri PURNANANDA CHETIA {Deputy Minister, Edu-
cation): That is a different matter altogether From what I have
said, it will be evident, Sir, that Government have taken adequate
steps to ameliorate the condition of the primary school teachers
on the basis of the recommendations of the Pay Committee.

*Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS (Karimganj—North) :
Do Government consider that the revised scale of pay of the

lower primary school teachers is sufficient to' meet their daily
necessities ?

“Shri PURNANANDA CHETIA (Deputy Minister, Edu-
cation) : That will be replied to by the Finance Minister. From
Ist October,1956 to 31st March, 1957 an additional sum of Rs. 15
lakhs has been sanctioned to give effect to these pay scales. In
the current year’s Budget a sum of Rs. 32 lakhs has been allotted
for this purpose. From these facts, it will be evident that
Government have taken adequate steps to improve the condi-
tion of the primary school teachers. :

*Shrimati JYOTSNA CHANDA (Silchar—West) : On a
of point information, Sir, why there is a difference in pay bet-
ween a normal passed teacher and a senior trained mistress ?

*Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister, Education): That
matter is under consideration of Government,

“Shri PURNANANDA CHETIA (Deputy Minister, Edu- .
cation) : Then, Sir, Shri Surendra Nath Das said that the educa-
tional institutions in tribal areas should be given special atten-
tion by Government. In this connection, I may point out that
they do receive special consideration. Not only they are given
grants under Article 275 of the Constitution, buf in addition
they get grants from the normal Budget. So, Government are
giving special consideration to the educational institutions jn the
tribal areas. Tle also urged that the Bojali College should be
given grant-in-aid by Government. Sir, in thi connection I
would like to draw the attention of the hon. Members that in
view of the three-year degree course and reorganisation of secon-
dary education, any question of encouraging new colleges or
aiding the existing venture colleges needs careful examination by

*¥Spcech not corrected
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Government. Government is, therefore, not in a position to
give any assurance just at the present moment regavding the
Bojali College.

Then, Sir, my Friend, Shri Mathias Tudu, raised the point
that the lot of the aided high school teachers is deplorable. In
this connection, I would point out that the pay scales as
recommended by the Pay Committee have been given effect
to from the 1st October, 1956. From the recommendations of
the Pay Committee as published in the dssam Gazette of 18th
January, 1957, it will be evident that these are in consonance
with the demand of the aided high school teachers though the
scales may not satisfy their full aspirations.

*Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS (Karimganj—North):
Do Government consider them adequate ?

#Shri PURNANANDA CHETIA (Deputy Minister, Edu-
caton) : Government think that the pay scales prescribed by the
Pay Committee are better than the pay scales prevalent elsewhere.

Then, Sir, my Friend, Shri Gouri Shankar Roy, raised the
point that the Government should take steps to establish an
engineering institute at Silchar. I would .llk(:‘. to draw the
attention of the hon. Member to the reply given by the Chief
Minister on the floor of this House in the present Session of the
Assembly that the matter is under examination of Government
and if found feasible, Government will deﬁnltel}: elt_her upgrade
the existing technical school or establish a new 1nstitute.

Maulana Abdul Jalil criticised the Government for not
taking effective steps to implement the scheme submitted by
the Jamiet-Ulema. In this respect I would like to point out
that the scheme submitted by Mr. Jalil had received due consl-
deration of Government, but its implementation has not yet been
possible as certain important aspects of the scheme have beet
objected to by some members of the State Madrassa Board
and some local Persian scholars. Government have, however,
taken steps to appoint a small Committee to go into the whole
system of Madrassa education and give their suggestions for
improvement as in the case of Sanskrit education. The matter
rests at that stage.

Then, Sir, Shri Bhuban Chandra Pradhani said that
educational institutions in his constituency had not received due
grants from Government. ile said that out of as many as

& *Speech not corrected,
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six high schools, only one was receiving full grant-in-aid from
Government. Sir, Government sanction grants on fulfilment of
certain conditions. There must be at least 300 students in the
roll, 40 per cent of whom should be in the upper classes, i.c.,
from classes VII to X. These rules havebeen prescribed with
a view to give eflect to the recommendations of the Pay Com-
mittee which involves financial commitment from the side of
Government. So, Sir, unless these conditions are fulfilled, no
grant can be sanctioned. When these conditions are fulfilled,

these schools will automatically come under the purview of
Government.

*Maulavi JAHAN UDDIN AHMED (Bilasipara): Is it
followed with regard to every school ?

*Shri PURNANANDA CHETIA (Deputy Minister,
Education): Yes, Sir. But in respect of girls’ schools, the enrol-
ment has been prescribed to be 150 students in a particular
school. But so far as the percentage is concerned, the students
in the upper classes must be 40 per cent. The Government have
been following this principle very strictly.

Then Maulavi Muhammad Idris raised the question that the

Governmept ha,\{e not been liberal regarding grants-in-aid to
the educational institutions in Nowgong.

*Maulavi MAHAMMAD IDRIS

not spoken about Nowgong only.
State,

(Rupohihat): Sir,I have
I spoke about the entire

*Shri PURNANANDA CHETIA :
Government have been giving grants-in-aid to the institutions—
either they are of special type or general type-without mak}ng
any discrimination. I can assure the hon. Members of thje
House that there was no discrimination from the side of the
Government at the time of making allotment of grant-in-aid to
the different institutions in the entire State. So. Sir. it is
not correct that the Government have not given due con;idera-
tion to the Madrassa schools in the entire State, '

‘Then Shri Idris has raised the question of the teacher
the Middle English Madrassa. cachers of

In the entire State

*Maulavi MUHAMMAD IDRIS : Sir,is it not a fact
that the teachers of the Middle English Madrassa have not been
given equal treatment by the Government in comparison with
the treatment given to Middle Vernacular Schools ?

#Speech not corrected.
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#Shri PURNANANDA CHETIA (Deputy Minister): Sir,

in respect of other schools also they have been given equal treat-
ment while making grants by the Government. There isno
such discrimination on the part of the Government. Butin
some cases if there be any discrimination, if it is brought to the
notice of the Government, the Government will surely try todo
something in such a case.

Then he raised the point that the tcachers of the Middle
English Madrassa are not given equal dearncss allowance. This
matter is under the consideration of the Government so that
this disparity in dearness allowance is removed.

Then Shri Molia Tati from Doom Dooma raised the point
" that there must be provision for free education in tea gardens
for the labourers. Under the Plantation Labour Act, the
responsibility of giving frec education to the labouiers rests with
the tea garden authorities. Unfortunately this is not done in some
of the gardens in Assam. The Government has been trying to
do its best with a view to sec that it is actually donc by the tea

garden authorities. -
He also raised the point that there must be provision for
awarding foreign :cholarships to the students of tea garden

labourers, Sir, foreign scholarships are awarded strictly on
merit. If there is any suitable candidate from the tea garden
labourers he is given foreign scholarship. Before awarding
foreign scholarship the candidate must fulfil the condition of

requisite qualifications.

Mr. SPEAKER: I now propose to call upon the Finance
Minister to give his reply. That was the arrangement between
him and myself, as he desires to finish his reply by 3-45 p.m.

. *Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Finance Minister):
Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is gratifying to note that a large number
of hon. Members have taken part in the general discussion
of the Budget, and still more gratifying to observe that the
debate in this House has been followed with high order. Sir,
I may be excused, having been in Lok Sabha for the last five

years, if I could say that this House is really conducting the.

business in a digaified standard.

*Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS (Karimganj-North) :
Sir, it is fiattery only. :
~ *Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH: Sir, I am no flatterer,
I give the due to which it places.

*Specch not corrected,
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The hon. Member (who is an interjector) is an illustrious
Member of this House, and his replies are quite enjoyable. If
the criticisms from an Opposition Member would have been
more critical, if I may say so, a little rancour, nobody could
have found the fault with bim  After all, in a democratic set
up, the party which carries the responsibility of the Government
is subjected to all sorts of criticisms, and that is the essence of
democracy. One day one of my esteemed friends in Lok Sabha
stated in the Lobby—"Mr. Sarmah, why do you call our Prime
Minister a thief ?  What morbidity you have to call the Prime
Minister a thief ? I told him—“It is not morbidity, because

in a democratic country, I can call the Prime Minister as such.
That is the spirit of democracy.” '

Now I propose to deal with the subjects and ‘the points that
have been raised by the hon. Members from all sides of the
House. |

I now start with the hills and then I roll on to the plains on
general subjects, and finally T will try to mention of my appre-
ciation or of my thanks to the hon. Members. '

When I take the hills it occurs to me as w

have been done because when esteemed friends like hon. 'Rev.
Nichols Roy and Captain Williamson Sangma talk +f ti‘eatin"
the District Councils as foreign bodies, talk of exploitation ‘talﬁ
of not giving out a fair deal to the hills, :

I feel actually that thes
statements cannot be substantiated, a 4 e

: nd that they are more than
correct. But at the same time, I feel that these statements were

unduly made. To say the least, these statements sought to
bring in sen}se offsearching our own hearts,

With these few words, I will now take the § 3 ‘
has been raised by my hon. Friend, Rev. Roy. lIfIS; ‘};?lgntt! that
to understand the three figures given at page 31 of th‘e B 'zflmgt
Speech, viz., the net disbursements under Loans and A dvu ge
which are estimated at Rs.457 lakhs, and then Rs.1.999 laiﬁes
and then under Net Tncome from Deposits etc.---Rs 05 lakha Sci
also the item of our Public Debt. Tt would haye bhony o
economy of time, and another additional advantage f? t?n
hon. Member would have taken the trouble to seekgclariﬁ 4
tion from the Superintendent of the Budget Department h_ca.
services have been placed at the disposal of theW1 ose
Members in the Assembly Chamber. However, I submit :ﬁn.
the figures of Rs. 457 lakhs has been arrived tilus- Loans ag
advances by the State Government ( vide page' v Ofatllll
Budget)—Expenditure Voted—Rs. 4,89 &

,80 thousa
Rs. 1 lakh 70 thousand—total — R, ousand, Charged

C 4 crores 91 lakh
thousand. Deduct from this sum the Receipt, that e

is to say,
Loans and Advances by the State Government which is Rs.?f:}

hat really will
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lakhs 13 thousand (vide page II of the Budget) and thus we
arrive at this figure of Rs. 4 crores 57 lakhs 37 thousand. If the
hon. Member cannot follow the pages in the Budget, I will pass
this on to him and at his leisure he can see to it. But if whatI
have said or what I am going to say does not satisfy him,
then we shall discuss and thereafter it will be a great satisfac-
tion for us to correct ourselves.

*Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY |[Cherrapunji (Reserved
for Scheduled Tribes)]: Sir,it is not a question of being
satisfied or not ; my point is that I do not find these figures in
the Budget.

*Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Finance) : That
is what I am hinting at, Sir. My Friend need not take notes,
I shall pass this on to him and he can sece it. Now, the next
item that he wanted to know is how this figure of Rs.1,999
lakhs was arrived at. This is how it is arrived at:—Revenue
deficit—Rs.461 lakhs, capital expenditure (vide page IV of the
Budget)—Rs.1,056 lakhs, repayment of Central loans (page IV
of the Budget)—Rs.25 lakhs and Loans and Advances by the
State Government—457 lakhs—the total comes to Rs, 1,929
lakhs. Now regarding this 25 lakhs repayment to Central
loans it is, if I may say so, rather an undecrestimate because
we approached the Finance Clommission to relax in terms of
payment so that we can take longer period to pay in instal-
ments.

Then, Sir, about this 93 lakhs, it is arrived at thus—
Receipt: Contingency Fund (page VI of the Budget)—2
lakhs 35 thousand, public account (page VII of the Budget), 36
crores 72 lakhs 85 thousand and the expenditure on Public
Account at page VIII of the Budget 35 crores 82 lakhs 7
thousand—thus altogether it makes Rs 93 lakhs 13 thousand.

Sir, the next item is Borrowing—200 lakhs (vide page II) of
the Budget. This amount represents proposed borrowing, but
we have not as yet finally decided upon borrowing. A meeting
was going to be held on the 23rd of this month at Bombay with
the Central Finance Minister and the Reserve Bank people,
the Finance Minister of the State was asked to go, but I have
sent a telegram that it will not be possible for me to go and
I have requested the Central Finance Minister to defer this
discussion. As regards the state B, the figure of 2 crores is a
provision for liquidating Treasury bills if and when a necessity
arose, treasury bills are issued for 3 months and within these
3 months these treasury bills are liquidated. So, Sir, these
9 crores have been voted, credited and debited—as a matter of
fact it does mnot affect our Budget.

®Speech not corrected,
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- Now, Sir, the next item that I would like to take up and which
has been sought to be made out in the comments about these
autonomous district councils as well as the exhibition of actuals
of receipts in the Budget for autonomous councils, These two
items have been cited both by Rev. Nichols-Roy and GCapt.
Sangma as to how the Government of Assam seeks to suppress
the accounts of these autonomous councils and as to how
they do not take these councils into confidence and as to how
according to these statements the Government are not takinz
serious consideration. Let us examine whether the facts justif’
these or unfortunately a misunderstanding has crept in. Sir,
let us take up this item of the grant for development schemes
in the autonomous districts, namely Sixth Schedule Part (A)
areas. Now, Sir, the cxpenditure under Article 275 of the
Constitution of India is estimated by the Government of
India and approval has to be taken from the Government of
India. These schemes and items of expenditure are planned
by the State Government in consultation with the elected
Members of the hills. Then these schemes are sent to the
Government of India for approval. The Government of India
scrutinise these schemes, plans and estimates, thereafter those
which are not approved cannot be taken up and those that
are approved are sent back to the State Government for
implementation., It will be easily understood that these
schemes and plans cannot be implemented in a day. Tt takes
all the year round and sometimes there is a lag continuing to
next year. Then Government of Assam goes on implementing
the schemes and plans throughout the year and, I am sure,
Rev. Nichols-Roy is perfectly conversant with this procedure
that expenditures are made from State revenue and then the
Government of India takes the actual expenditure for the 9
months of the year, that is the current year in which the
schemes are implemented and taking a view of the estimates of
the actuals of the previous 9 months the Government ot India
credits the State Government with the whole amount for the
year including these 3 months. It will be found that what is
really spent for the autonomous districts ﬁr_lds place in the
cxpenditure side. Now, a question may arise, in fact, was
raised, why the actual receipts are not shown. It will be
observed in the budget that while expenditures are shown
receipts are not shown. Sir, it does not make any difference
if actual expenditures are shown and the actual receipts are
not shown.

*Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY [Gherrap!lnji (Reserved
for Scheduled Tribes)]: May I ask a point, Sir ? The
question is that the actual receipts are not shown at all and
1 want to know why the actuals are not shown ?

#Speech not corrected,
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#Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Finance) : [am
directly dealing with that identical point. I have tried to =
make the point clear that the State Government implements
the scheme out of the State revenue and that towards the
third quarter of the year the Government of India takes the =
actual expenditure for the 9 months and expected expenditure:
for the remaining 3 months and they credit the State Govern-
ment with the amount. Let it be clearly understood ané
let there be no mistake about it, the State Government can
spend what the Government of India approves and thettss .

*Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY [Cherrapunji (Reserved -
for Scheduled Tribes)]: What we do not understand, Sir, i
this that these expenditures for the autonomous districts are not
only from the grants-in-aid from the Government of India but
it is also from the Government of Assam ; but expenditure side
shows of both the Government of India and of the Government
of Assam. But what grants were received from the Government

of India were not shown for 5 years.

#Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH: The Government of
Assam implements the scheme approved by the Central
Government and spend the amount as sanctioned by the
Central Government. Now, Assam Government spends what
it gets under Article 275 from the Central Government
Assam Government do not get a rupee mIOTe OF 3 (kg les.
Now, all these expenditures are shown clearly in the Budget. Let |

iled Budget estimate at page 26, We will se¢

us see in the detal : =i ;
what amount is being spent there. As this point is a serious Uit
I want to clear it. Let there be no misapprehension that theré

is ‘cooking account iu the Budget for this amount. The hon.
Members to see that under Sixth Schedule Part (A) areas the
amounts are shown clearly in different heads, such as, establish
ment, conservancy and works, development schemes for the
Second Five Year Plan, etc. *‘

*Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Yes, Sir.

g

+*Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH: As the break Up B
required, it will be found in details at pages 32 and 33 the
amounts for the First Five Year Plan and at page 35 the amounts A
for Second Five Year Plan. The hon. Member will be pleased 1]
to know that every rupee sanctioned by the Government of
India under article 275 has been accounted for and shown how
it has been spent.

T TR e TRT | i e et it
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*Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY [Cherrapunji (Reserved
for Scheduled Tribes)] : I appreciate that; but what I want to
know is the expenditures under the autonomous districts under
column of sixth scheduled areas incurred by the Government
of Assam and the Government of India separately. I want to
know what is the receipt from the Government of India as
grant-in-aid under Article 275 and also what amount
is given by the State Government? I want to know simply
how much 1is the receipt from the Government of
India ? I asked the Superintendent of the Finance
Department and he said he does not know why it is not shown
separately. It seems there is some mistake.

Mr. SPEAKER : Are the figures known to the Superinten-
dent ?

*Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY [Cherrapunji (Reserved
for Scheduled Tribes)]|: We discussed these figures. He
could not explain to me ; so I say I was bewildered as to why
this grant-in-aid from the Government of India is not to be

seen separately for the last 4 years; but in 1951-52 it was shown
separately.

*Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Finance):

I will now for a2 moment give the explanation why we do not

- find the actuals. This is not of our choice or our doing. We

pursue the matter a little further why we are not having the
actuals at the present moment,

Now, the Accountant General has, as you know, gives a
detailed picture in respect of grants for the Sixth Schedule
districts. The Accountant General said that this grant is not
a receipt which the Government of Assam necessarily collects
as revenue for the autonomous districts.

In this connection, Sir, T will read an extract from the

i&gccountant General’s Letter No.BT.3458 dated 20th February
ol. :

“According to the views of the Government of India
Ministry of Law, contained in the last para of their letter
No.F 26/500 dated 18th April, 1950 to your Government, para
13 of the Sixth Schedule applies in relation to those moneys
which the Government of Assam will necessarily collect as
revenues within the Autonomous district in the course of their
administration thereof ............ 5

#Specch not corrccted,
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«“The overhead charges do not thercfore seem to come
into the picture nor do the rececipts common to the Stateasa
whole such as subvention from the Government of India, share
of Income-tax and other duties, Post-war grant and other
capital and extraordinary receipts.......... ‘ i :

Sir, the Accountant General under instruction from the
Ministry of Law booked the two accounts together. T mus:
inform the hon. Member that we are taking up the matter witt
the Accountant General, and we shall try our level best to gd
this split up if the Government of India permits. The Gover
ment of India gave us money under Article 275 but for the twe
actuals the Accountant General does not book the account
separately that is for the plains and the autonomous districts.

Let us make it clear, Sir, that there should be no doubt‘;
that the amount received by the Government of Assam from
the Central Government under Article 275 will not really be

#Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY [Cherrapunji (Reserved
for Scheduled Tribes)]: Sir, what Is the amount of grant
given by the Goverment of India under Article 275 (I) proviso

() to the Autonomous Districts. If it is not possible to give
the account now, it may be done so after the third or fourth |
at the amount received

year, we don’t mind, but we want th :
by the Government of Assam from the Government of India
under Article 275 as stated above should be entered inthe
Budget.

#Shyi DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Finance): SI"
B i AfStd the Hon. Member has confused the point, he has
taken the two things together. What are the statutory grant
under Article 275 ? The statutory grants are the fixed grant
but the actuals............... !'-1

*Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : That is correct, Sir, but
such gants under Article 275(1), proviso (b) are not fixed, they
are according to...............

*Shri DEBESWARS ARMAH : Is not the amount of Rs,40 |
lakhs fixed, Sir ?  Sjr, there is much confusion on this -
issue, I propose to take up this matter with Rev. Roy at
son};kothe_r suitable time. 1he House will find it boring to go
Ofl’-l ﬁ e I_’ihm and I find that this subject will take away the time
of the House. Sir, for the Autonomous Districts, Assam Govern-
ment prepared the estimates in consultation with the members

—_—
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of the District Council, subsequently these are sent up to the
Government of India for approval and actually the AssamGovern-
ment can implement those schemes which are approved by the
Government of India. The fourth is that the Government of
Assam spent out of its own revenue and goes on implementing
the schemes, the fifth is that towards the close of the year, the
first nine months’ actuals are taken, and the balance three
months’ probables are taken, the sixth point is that the Assam

Government spent money exactly on those approved schemes
only and spent nothing morve or less..................

*Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY [Chexrrapunji (Reserved
for Scheduled Tribes)]: We do not doubt or suspect the
Government of Assam, we want only to get the correct figures

*Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Finance) : But
oir: .1 Bave read . the Jetters o e

Mr. SPEAKER : 1 have an idea that this can be taken

up personally between the hon. Minister and the hon Members
at some suitable time or at their pleasure,.

*Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH : Sir, I bave not
the least hesitation to go to Rev. Roy’s 3place with all
these papers with me and sit in his parlour and discuss all these
things and perhaps I might also get a cup of hot coffee in his
house. (Laughter) Sir, I have tried my best to place out things
to the best of my ability but of course I won’t mind having
personel discussion with the elder parliamentarian.

The next item, Sir, is the serious charge against the Govern-
ment about the non-submission of the comments of the Budget
to the District Councils. But let us examine the whole thin
My friend Capt. Sangna has said that the comments are ngi
circulated to the Members, but in this connection I may say
that no other hon. Member has complained that the comments
are not made available to them. Sir, in the past years the
comments from the District Councils were placed on the
Library table and very few people except the Members took
interest to these things. I have no doubt that the representa-
tives in the hills did their best to discuss matters with the Chief
Minister and others and things are going on smoothly In this
way. Sir, from adolescence we have grown to youth, I mean in
democracy, Sir. I'rom the next year, Sir, I may inform the hon.
Members and especially the Members from the hills that hence-
forth the comments will be made available to all the hon.
Members of the House.
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For the information of the hon. Members, henceforth
Government propose that we should have some sort of time
table for our whole budget procedure and all this thing will be
drawn up by the Budget Department of the Government and
these things together with the comments will be sent to the
District Councils for their comments, when the comments are
received back by the State Government, if everythingis in
order that is alright, but if there is difference or anything like
that the Budget Department will send for the representatives of
the District Councils and discuss things to avoid frustration and
other difficulties. If there is no difference then these things
can be ironed, if still some difference persists, then the
Budget Department of the Government will propose such things
to go to the Cabinet. The Members of the different District Coun-
cils will of course associate in the discussions with the Cabinet. I
submit, Sir, by this procedure, perhaps all the difference will be
satisfactorily solved and I hope there will be no difficulty in
this regard provided we can present the time-table to the hills
members.

*Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY [Cherrapunji (Reserved
for Scheduled Tribes)]: May I speak a few words Sir, on
this account? The members of the District Councils complained
that.the Budget together with all the connected papers were
received only a few days before the session commenced, and all
these things were sent to the DeputyCommissioner concerned and
cvery member was asked by theDeputyCommissioner to go to his
office to receive the copies of the Budget from him, that is the
thing which is resented by the members. They don’t want to
go to the Deputy Commissioner and get the copies of the
Budget from him. This was felt very much by the members the
Government did not care for the District Councilsand that that
copies of the Budget were sent to them for the sake of forma-
1115Y- I thm!; the Finance Minister will see that these things
will change in the future, so that the members may get their

copies of theBudget direct andnot through the Deputy Com-
missioner.

*Sl_lri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Finance): I do
hope, Sir, things will do change for the better. Even the world
is cl}angmg apd progressing. The hon. Member need not
consider a.nythjsng fixed, because the very earth on which we
are standing is changing so also the sun and the moon. We
hope that there will be ample discussions so that misunderstanding
on these minor matters may be eliminated and we may arrive
at a proper understanding. I appreciate the feelings that has
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been at this moment expressed by the hon. Member. Sir, as
a Member of the All-India Congress Committee, as a Member
of the Provincial Congress Committee, we sent many things to
to the All-India Congress Committee, but even a comma or
semicolon we cannot change. We feel disgusted and frustrated
sometime when we cannot effect any change. Afier all what is
necessary in this case is not to have a feeling of frustration.
We may have more detailed discussions. I think we should

have discussions and more discussions till we can arrive at a
decision

---------

*Shri C. THUAMLUAIA [Lungleh (Reserved for
Scheduled Tribes)]: I want to know whether any separate

provision is made for the southern region viz., Nonkrong area of
the Lushai Hills or it is included in the Lushai Hills District
Council Budget ?

*Shri DEBESWAR SARMiAH (Minister, Finance) : Sir, [
must confess I am not very conversant with the fact whether
the District Council budget covers the whole district or there is
a separate provision for the region referred to by my Friend.
I think I would be able to satisfy the hon. Member now.

I shall look into this matter and in future adjustment would be
made to the best advantage of the people as a whole.

Sir, there is another instance of
a glaring instance as to how misunderstanding arises between
friends, between people leading to serious trouble. I am very
sorry that my Iriend, Capt. Sangma, is not here, I expected
he would be pleased to extend the courtesy to me to listen to
this point. He was pleased to say in course of hisg speech that
not only we were bluffing this House but we were exploiting
them. He cited one instance of how the Government of Assam
is bluffing and exploiting the hills people. Sir, if T make it
clear, I hope my I'riend will find how sadly he is mistaken
about the whole thing. He further stated that he represented
this matter when the Congress President, Shri Dhebar, came there
and he stated that Dhebarji was satisfied that t

_was 3 he Garo Hills
people had reasons to be dissatisfied. Sir, the misfortune is
that when an one-sided and exparte submission ig made,

do not have the advantage of knowing the

issue. Sir, when I heard him I myself felt ver
I thought to myself what was our Governm
very much dejected when Theard his charge. But, Sir, if we go
deeper into the subject and try to understand, before we
castigate others, before we lay the blame on others, before, if
I may say so, we vilify others, many a misunderstanding, many

misunderstanding—it is

people
both sides of the
y much perplexed.
ent doing ? I felt

*#*Seech not corrected.
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a quarrel, many a division, many a sccession, many a divorce
could be avoided. Sir, he mentioned the Budget for 1953-54 at
p-59.—Grant No.28.He said that a sum of Rs.1,31,800 was saddled
on the back of the Garo Hills District, under the head Drainage
and Embankment Works, but not a single Officer was
appointed, and that the whole amount shown under the above
head for the Garo Hills has been grabbed by the Government
of Assam, and to add insult to injury...............

*Rev. J.J.M. NICHOLS-ROY [Cherrapunji (Reserved for
Scheduled Tribes)]: He said that no Officer was appointed.

*Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Finance) : I am
coming to that, Sir. He said that an Executive Engineer went to
his place, and paid his respect. Sir, he was the Ghief Executive
Member of the Garo Hills District Council and it was quite
proper for the Minister-in-charge of the Public Works
Department to send one of his Officers to a gentleman of his
reputation to pay respect to the hon. Member. But that
point has completely been misconstrued if he thought that the
Executive Engineer went there as one of the employees of the
Garo Hills District, No, Sir. He went there as an Officer
of _the Goalpara District and as he went there on some other
businesses, he took the opportunity to meet the hon. Member.

*Rev. J.J.M. NICHOLS-ROY : Whether it is not true that
the Executive Engineer of Goalpara is in charge of the Public
Works Department works of the Garo Hills District ?

“Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH : That is perfectly
s0, Sir. I hope the hon. Member will have the
patience for a couple of minutes more to listen to what I
am saying. I refer to Grant No.28—Charges on account of
Public Works—Tools and Plant and Establishment. (Heads of
Account——lB—B.—Navigation, Embankment and  Drainage
Works, 39.—Public Health and 50.— Civil Works.) This I am
reading from the Detailed Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure
for the year 1955-56 for the Garo Hills District. At page 59
all the detailed figures have been given. The Actuals of 1953-54
under Establishment are as follows :—

B.—Charges on Construction —-

Rs.
1. Pay of officers 17,232
2. Pay of establishment 54,104

“#Speech nit corrected.
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Rs.
3. Allowance and honoraria 46 618
4. Contingencies 13,846
The total amouni comes to 1,31,800

The mistake is there and I do not blame the hon. Member
or Capt. Sangma. But on the face of the matter it is
and I do concede it. Let us look at page 14 ante of the same
budget. Here under Grant No.9, Charges on' account of
Navigation, Embankment and Drainage  Works: 68.-B.—
Navigation, Embankment and Drainage Works—you will find
that the whole thing is blank. I am forwarding this copy to
the hon. Member to see for himself how the position stands.
The fact of the matter was that there was actuall

g y not a single
rupee spent out of this budget under

Navigation, Embzankment
and Drainage Works. But what has been spent was in con-

nection with Civil Works in the Garo Hills. The confusion
arose out of the fact that all the 3 heads have been jumbled
up together. Perhaps in future our Budget Department will be
a little more careful and will not economise paper as they are
doing now. These are the little

things which create great
misunderstanding and at times such things lead to

: . to war between
nations and here, if not war, they lead to disaflection, They
lead to disturbance in our fancy between different people.

*Rev. J.J.M. NICHOLS-ROY [Cherrapuniji (Reserved
for Scheduled Tribes)]: The Hon’ble Minister has said that
there is some confusion in the Budget. ‘Things have been put
in such a way that it has not been possible to find out the exact
position. I think he will take such care so that we can fing out
the figures easily.

*Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Finance) : Not
to the extent the hon. Member has said. I said simply that the
confusion has arisen due to those three items. If he would look
into the figures at page 14 of this Budget then the whole thing
would be clear to him. I do not say that the confusion is owing
to the way in which the Budget has been prepared. The system
of the Budget preparation is followed from the British ‘days.
We have been only trying to improve it

a bit confusing

I now come to the next point about Bajrengdoba bri dge
Capt. Sangma raised the point about this, but heis not
here now............

*Rev. J.J.M. NICHOLS-ROY : Sir, another Member from

‘the Garo Hills is present here and he shall be able to' speak

something about it.

*Speech not corrected,
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*Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Finance) : Sir,
if things continue like this tben it will be like a’Gaoburah Mel-

Mr. SPEAKER: Ifwe allow this I do not think we.
shall be able to finish the debate this afternoon. I suggest the
Hon’ble Finance Minister to continue his speech and to reply m-"]

the points already raised. Y

*Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH : Sir I am trying to &
that to the best of my ability.

Mr. SPEAKER: But there is a procedure and we wan

to follow that procedure. 1

*Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Finance): Tj.
Chair will pardon me for taking a long time on this _matter.]
I am speakings in my humble way to make clear the misunder-
standing and misgivings in the minds of the Members  ith
regard to the Garo Hills budget, because it is said that thing
are done in such a way that the hills are not getting justice.
That is why, Sir, I am taking a little more time of the Hoyge,

The next point is about Bajrengdoba bridge. It has been
stated that the work is shown to be progressing and a sum of
Rs.15 000 hag been shown to be spent. As regards the progres
I should like to state that estimates were drawn up and the
schemes were Sent up to Government of India for approval. The
approval was €xpected to come much early, but perhaps due to
last election and other pre-occupation in the Centre this
approval of the scheme did not come when it was expected to
come. Since the approval is given by the Centre for such
Projects in the hills areas and in anticipation of that approval

€ Department began purchasing some materials before the
¢nd of the year. Hop. Members might have seen some of such
pon and steel materials just below the Sukleshwarghat on the
bank of the Brahmaputra. Some machinery and iron and stee
are purchased by the Public Works Department much before |
the real construction works begin. They are so purchaseq
ccause they are not generally available at short notice.
ot only for Bajrengdoba but for various other schemes |
these things’ were purchased and dumped to be utilised g
and when Necessary. The hon. Member will be pleased ¢
note, that Rs.15,000 is the estimate for the whole year
and the money will pbe spent as the work progresses. Sp,
there ,need be no apprehension that the Assam Goverp.
ment 1s diverting money from the Barjrendoba bridge to
clsewhere. This is another glaring instance of how misunders.
tanding arises. |

=
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Sir, after having cleared this misunderstanding I will
now take up the broad questions. I may be pardoned by
the Members from the hills if I have no time to go into
the details. 1 will touch the main salient points only,
giving details wherever it is considered necessary and wherever
possible for me. In the speeches made both by Rev.
Nichols Roy and Capt. Wiliamson Sangma, it was alleged
that the basic needs of the hills people were not sought to be un-
derstood. Sir, as I said earlier, this is a thought provoking
statement, which cannot be factually examined. Whether
enough has been done and whether effort has been made
to do enough are matters of opinion. My son may feel that
I have done enough for him within my means, or he may
not fee! that I have done enough for him. It is a question
of opinion in a family, in a community and in a nation. But
let us examine whether bona fide efforts have been made.
As I said, Sir, apart from the facts, whether efforts have
been made to ameliorate the condition of our hill brethren,
to bring them to the same level with the plains people of
India, the notion they hold about us is altogether a different
matter, belonging to the psychological sphere, When state-
ments are made that the State Government consider the
District Councils to be foreign bodies, that the Government
do not treat the hill brethren as equals and that they are
out to exploit them, surely this is a psychological matter
which needs mostly psychological treatment. As Rev.. Nichols-
Roy, Capt. Williamson Sangma and  the Member . from
Amguri—-Sﬁri Barbaruah were pleased to say that the hill people: -
are having a feeling of frustration. If indeed they are havin
a feeling of frustration, it is upto the Government to dg
their best so that this feeling of frustration is removed. It is
upto the Government to approach the leaders of the h‘ills for
their earnest co-operation to remove that feeling. :If there
be a feeling of frustration it does no good to anybody, When
it is mere discontent it may be styled as ““Divine”,  If we do
not have discontent we cannot have progress. But when
there is a feeling of frustration it needs

going int 3
o Baiind i, - We must strive. to, bring abpp i B

. : ng about an s
tanding by discussions with the leaders of ?lrlle lilncggisc

Whether we live in the hills or plains, it does Hoticmattat
very much, but what I want to stress is that there must be
understanding as there used to be

: in the dim an 3
past. There was understanding an d distant

d we must revi
: evive that:
understanding and that can only be done by earnest co-oneration

and understanding arising out of mutual discussions
Itua | etween
Government and the leaders of the hills people, .
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Having said this, I would now briefly state what has beent
done to remove the’ distress of the hills people and ameliorate
their condition. Sir, in 1954 2 scheme was taken with the
Central Government’s assistance of Rs.50 lakhs and 500

families from the border arcas of Khasi Hills were brought
and rehabilitated at Bhoi. Then when more families were
needed to be rehabilitated 80 more families were brollglft
and resettled at Bhoi, These 580 families were given agri-
cultural loans, the land was reclaimed for them and help
was  given for paddy cultivation, minor irrigation and other
projects; the distribution of seeds and manures was made
amongst them. . Sir, when these 580 families were settled,
they were given Rs.450 o gratuitous grant and Rs.500 as
loan; agricultural loan v also advanced to them. Now 24
families out of the total number thought that they should
not work and that Government should give them Rs.2,000
per family so that they could engage labourers. They created
dlﬂipgltles and did pot fall in line with the rest of the
fa.ml.hes. They submitted a memorandum to the Congress
Prgisgdent, to the Government of India directly, to the Prime
Minister and the Union Home Minister. Enquiries were made
and the Government of India sent their people to engquire.
It was found that thoge people were realy asking for more
than_ what they should o would get and they were really
creaing trouble for oheys, The rest 556 families are doing
well there and ape Prospering. Sir, it may bhe recalled that
the Ayyangay Commiitee came to Assam in 1952. Shri H,V.R
Ayyangar wag one of the seniormost and most respected
officer of the Government of India for his ability and integdri%'-
?‘was PC0t 1o enquire and find out the wants and diffi
culties of the tribal people of the hills. He came and re-
ﬁ(i)lrlnmendcd that rice should be subsidised in those I_)Ol‘der
icear\:;s' and, Some  people should also  be reh?.bihtated-
e Rssl 0!f3111l1:1131chsed .to the extent of Rs.10 lakhs in 1_954'?’§
continued ,T};OBZ 1 1955-56.  This subsidising s stil
el ereafter the local M. L. As. advised the Govern-
e e dsubsidy i was  not really to the benefit of
s 5 goeltol the ¢xXtent that by giving doles of rice we
T Pb Pf’: a2y and in some places some tendency to-
wards fggary developed. Therefore the local M. L. As.
n ;;consu tation with the Government advised that test relief
mor 4 on roads_ should he taken up and agricultyral loan
shou be substituted in place of rice subsidy, Sir, the

road schemes wepe ¢ ricult
aken up and a ricultural loang were
advanced, P - |
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“Rev. J.J.M. NICHOLS ROY [Cherapunjee (Reserved for
Scheduled Tirbes)] : Sir, may I say a few words for the mforgna-
on of the Honourable Finance Minister? The M.L.A.S. advised
1ot to give any agricultural loan. There was something wrong
N the transport before the rice subsidy could reach. That was

y should be stopped.
“Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Finance): Then

I take the information from the hon. Member that rice subsidy is
Stll sent to the interior of the subdivision. I think we are
Making suitable arrangements to check corruption in different
Places.  Sir, the hon. Member is quite correct, as there
18 a saying in Assamese—‘‘We do not stop excavating a tank till

ere is fog, and still we €0 On excavating it” and in the same
Manner still the state of affairs in this respect is going on in
the Subdivision. But op the top of that I think Rs.10,11,820

ave been given as agricultural loan and not as rice subsidy.

€ road schemes are going on even now. In addition, two

Dtensive Development Blocks have been started at Jowai and
airang in the district. There are National Extension Service
locks for which Rs.7 lakhs have been allotted

C : ted and Community
rojects for which Rs.15 lakhs have been given. These two
ntensive Development Blocks entailed Rs.27 lakhg each, and for .

Us purpose Rs.I5 lakhs are given out of Community Project
and Rs.12 lakhs out of National Extension Service Blocks, and
of these amounts 50 per cent has been given oyt of Central Grant
and 50 per cent out of the State coffers. As | have said
the local M. L. As, advi ] i
work on roads should he taken up and
should be sushtituted in  place of rice In actual
Implementation five major road projects were taken y
the border areas of the district involving an expenditure of
Rs.92,32,000 for construction of 137°7 miles i
€€ are new roads. Besides there are 21 miles of road.
In the Second Five Year Plan two more road projects are
being approved by the Government at an
Rs.11 lakhs. So, Sir, may I
of the House that these are no
be said that it does not solve the problem of the
the borders of the districts, I would concede perhaps one-twelfth
of the problem facing the people living on the borders will be
solved by these road projects s—particularly the people; livine  on
the border of Pakistan, Let us also consider the enormous diffi-
culty with which we have been  confronted with in having
machinery, in having implements and other things. With due
deference to all fair-minded people T would consider that this is
no mean achievement on the part of the Government.

“Speech pot correcied,
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Next, coming to the point that was sought to be made that
the people living on our border areas of the Khasi and Jaintia
Hills have lost their markets—particularly of fruits and other
crops. Theie 1Is difficulty about it. Government arenotun-
aware of the difficulty of the people living on the border areas.
People have been approaching Government through their leaders
to help them in their difficulty. I also appreciate the tremendous
difficulty with which the people living on the borders
areas have been confronted with. Government, according
to the present arrangement, are having an air-strip build
up at Shella, and in the meantime, arrangements were
made with the Government of India for air-lifting oranges
and other fruits grown in the border areas. ‘These arrange-
ments were continued for two years. The growers were
getting fair amount of income from oranges, pepper, betel-
nuts, etc., by air-lifting them to Calcutta market. So from
the side of the Government they have been trying their best
to relieve the difficulty of the pcople living on the borders.
For two years air-lifting of oranges and other things were
going on at a heavy subsidy from the coffers of the State
Government. Then the Pakistan traders began to infiltrate
ir.lto the border areas as a result of which there has been a con-
slde:rable smuggling of oranges and other things to Pakistan,
So in the third vear the Assam Government or for the marter
of that the Government of India was making no arrangement
for air-lifting anything from the border areas. The Govern-
ment of India even wanted that the air-strip at Shella should
be abandoned. But the Assam Government is trying its best -
to keep the air-strip at Shella.

“Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY [Cherrapunji (Re-
served for Scheduled Tribes)]: Sir, I donot know whether
the Hon’ble Finance Minister understood me correctly.
What I stated is this that most of the orange groves died and
tl:nc_: erop is very very small. 1 wish he should go with me and
visit the areas where the orange groves have been dying,

*$hri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Fi e
they have been dying ? A (Minister, Finance): Why

*Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Because people living
on the border areas do not get enough money to upkeep their
growth. By selling oranges and other things they could collect
only a very small amount of money.

N
b e e
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*Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Finance) : Yes
Sir, I quite appreciate what the hon. Member has stated.
I am going to see the orange groves hereafter. ButI am  think-
ing what purpose would be served if the people do not ‘use
manures with a view to upkeep the growth of the orange groves?
There is ‘enough manure. Perhaps manure does not reach

the proper quarter.

Then, Sir, I would like to say that of all places
in Assam, I find the people of Shillong are lagging behind in
the matter of co-operation with each other. This is even found
amongst venerable people and people with position. Perhaps
it is not at all a good picture.

So, Sir, if manure does not reach the growers of oranges,
we take note of that and we shall do all that is possible for us
to do. But I take this opportunity of requesting.............

*Rev, J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY [Cherrapunjee (Re-
served for Scheduled Tribes)]: On a point of information,
Sir, I said that manure is meant for the paddy fields in Jowai
as was stated by my Friend, Mr. Khyriem, the other day and
not for oranges.

*Shri DEBESWAR SARMA H I quite understand
that, Sir, although I do not know much about agriculture.
I know this little thing that bonemeal is quite good for
oranges also. However, Sir, all the oranges are not wasting as
has been said—may be in the interior or in the remote villages
the people are finding difficulty in disposing of thejr oranges ;

do not want to minimise the miseries of the people in the
border areas, but what I want to say is that the Government are
trying their level best to bring succour to the people whe wanted
and need succour. At the same time Government also earnestly
requests, seeks, entreats for co-operation of the leaders of the
hills people in their efforts to do all that is possible for the . hills
people.

Sir, the question of coal was mentioned. Before | go into
the figures regarding coal, I would like to remind my  hon.
Friends, those who come up to Shillong by this Gaubhati-Shillong
Road, how many trucks were there 4 years ago, 3 years ago,
2 years ago -and to-day ? The number to-day has immensely
increased that it is well nigh unsafe for private cars to negotiate
on this road and one has to be extra careful. Now, Sir, having
cited this important point, let me now come to figures. Sir, as

-

- =
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- regards Khasi coal, we have ‘really been instructed that it is
of second class nature, there is too much sulphur in it and as
a result there is also less demand for it. But all the same the
Assam Government is trying its best to induce prospective
buyers—tea planters, steamer companies, railway companies
and other buyers of coal to goin more for Khasi coal. Now
the figures will show that in 1953 only 36,000 tons of coal was
operated, 78,000 tons in 1954, in 1955 one lakh tons apd the
present estimate stands at 10,20,000 tons. It is true, Sir, that
trucks which carry this coal to Gauhati return empty to
Shillong, but as has already been said by my Friend the Minister
for Planning and Development the other day, negotiations are
going on as to how to ply these trucks more economically
keeping in view the fact that the State Transport may not have
its income dwindled thereby. Now, having passed from the
Khasi and Jaintia border, let me come to Garo Hills.

Regarding Garo Hills, there again the Ayyangar Committee
recommended subsidy of rice. So in 1953-54 we gave subsidy to
the tune of Rs.43,000, in 1954-55 we had to subsidies Rs.66,000,
in 1955-56 Rs.73,000 and in 1956-57 Rs.10,46,000 were spent,

*Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED (Bilasipara): May
we know, Sir, whether these coal collieries in the Khasi Hills or
the coal that is carried to Gauhati run by the Government ?

Shri DEBESWAR SARMA (Minister, Finance): Sir,
out of respect to the hon, Member himself I would not answer
that question for the simple reason that the hon. Member is
cxpectcc} to know of it much better. Now, Sir, rice is sold at
G_raro HII!S in the Fair Price Shops at Rs.18 per maund. Rice
disposed in this way is 5,000 maunds for April, 6,000 maunds
for May, 20,000 maunds for June and there are 24 centres
being opened for locating these fair price shops. Besides that,
kerosene, salt and sugar are also being supplied at subsidy
rate. ‘The House will be pleased to note that a sum of
Rs.15,00,000 has been set apart for this item. Then again in
Garo Hills there are two major road projects covering 77 miles
costing Rs.11 lakhs. One is the Dalu-Baghmara Road 44 miles
and the other is the Phulbari-Garobandha Road 33 miles.
This length of 77 miles is now jeepable. Agricultural loan
also has been issued to the people in Garo Hills which amounted
to Rs.37,000 in the last two years and Rs.1,000 is granted as

_caftle loan on personal gecurity. If I remember aright, the
hon. Member from Garo Hills complained that since the people
have no security it is therefore difficult for them to ~get this
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loan. So Government arranged to see that those people who
bave no security to ofter, can be given the loan they
require without any other security than personal security.
This loan amounted to Rs.20,000,

My Friend, Capt. Sangma, complained of another thing.
Let us examine 1. He said, Rs.50,000 worth of cloth
is given but they cannot give us gratuitous relief by way of
ricc”. Now, let us recall this incident of distribution of cloth
to the tunc of Rs.50,000 to our Garo brethren. What happened,
Sir, in 1953 ? A Resolution was tabled on the Floor of this House
recommending that cloth should be given free to the Garo
population with a view to induce them to put on more cloth-
ing—some of them used very scanty clothing and therefore,
they should be given clothings absolutely free. The Chief
Minister was in complete sympathy with that Resolution and
agrced to do it ; so on his assurance that cloth would be dis-
tributed frec to the population in Garo Hills, the Resolution was
withdrawn. ‘Lhercafter the Deputy Commissioner with local
Members of the Legislative Assembly drew up a scheme. The
scheme was submitted to the Government and
sulted the local Members of the Legislative Assembly from Garo
Hills before finalisation of the scheme. When the scheme was
finalised Government purchased cloth worth Rs.50,000 to be
distributed in pursuance of the assurance given by the Chief
Minister. Then suddenly a message was received from the Garo
Hills. Hon. Members like Capt. Sangma and others thought
that if Garo people go with scanty clothing, it is not Fo ks s
of cloth so much as for their backwardness and that if educa-
tion is imparted to them, even if no cloth be given, they will
begin to wear cloth. Sir, that may be a very good idea. But
I am not going into the merit of that. Let ‘us remember that
Government accepted the idea of providing free cloth to Garo
Hills and the Resolution was withdrawn, the scheme was
drawn up by the Deputy Commissioner and in consultation with
local Members of the Legislative Assembly, accepted the scheme
and purchased the cloth. Do vou think that Governm.euf}
will throw away the cloth to the lake or give it to sorﬁewhel—({
else 7 Any way, Government said ‘alright we agree to givé
as much help towards education as it is possible : Eut then let
cloths be given, that is the complaint by Captain  Williamson
Sangma which he placed before this House by way of saying
that they do not want to understand the pcople, they do “not
understand the sentiments of the people, they do not care to
know the basic needs of the people. Sir, is this not basic. need
that cloth was going to be given to the halfinaked brothers and
sisters 7 If it is not, we can only regret that in that case what
can we do ?

Government con-
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Then there is another item which he has put forward very

strongly and it seems on the fact of it if what he said was
correct, the matteris really difficult to understand. The matter
is one which all right-thinking people will consider; yet this
Government of Assam is called viilains and taking advantage of
the simplicity of the Hills pcople they are trying to exploit them!
He said, when district councils were formed for the first time -
and primary education became a subject under the jurisdiction
of the district councils, Assam Government, villainously wanted -
to snatch away this lower primary  education from the
jurisdiction of the district councils and they wanted to run
the lower primary schools in a way, it has not been stated
clearly by him but it was said in such a way that Assam
Government wanted by this to take away the children of the
Hills to their views. But what are the facts ? When the 3
district councils were formed for the first time, Assam Govern-
ment wrote to the Deputy Commissioners  to find out _the
views of the district councils, I repeat, to find out the views
of the district councils, as to whether the district councils
would like to run the lower primary schools on their own
account but if the district councils for want of money or any
other reason would like to leave the running of the Jower primary
schools with the Assam Government. and if they like the
latter the Assam Government, would be glad to run them.
I do not like to dilate on the subject but I want Lo_rea:d the
resolution of the Garo Hills District Council. This 15 an
extract from the proceedings of the district council from the
first session of it held on Monday, 12th May 1952, at 11 a. m,
at the District Council OfTice, Tura :—

In connection with the motion moved by Mr. H.-W. Momin

and adopted unanimously by the district council, the resolution
Eeacsy ==

“_Iha:t under paragraph 6 of the Sixth Schedule O_f t_he
COIISllt_ut10,=1 of India {;his resolution empowers the DIStl‘lCi'
in(;Lclllécll - .establi_sh and manage this .G.ouncil and in Vl?W of
existi]cl{'fat‘f fund it will not be in a position to manage al th.e
tllereﬁi Prm?a-l‘y schools and to arrange changes this Council
exccpf ‘fOOPIHGC]_ tha‘t the State Government of Assam; II}ay
2 duCationr €nvisaging general policy in respect of primary
education l;?‘l\lfcg to envisage in which language the primary
financial i Ili ¢ run, be pleased to take full responsibility of
e Cxistinqp 1f:iatlons and administration and inspection of all
GOVCI‘HmC};th};) mary  schools of this district through its (State

CXisting agencies. This Council further

undertakes ¢ . e : ooy T
takes to make sincere efforts within its financial limits
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cither to establish or give grant-in-aid to as many primary
schools as may be possible and appomnt an additional inspecting
staff and officers whenever necessity arises.”

Sir, is this an attempt to suppress the Hills pecple ? Is
this an effort to treat the district councils like foreigners ? Let
the hon. Members from Hills answer. Let the House judge.
The Government wanted whether the District Councils will be
in a position to take up these primary schools or whether they
would like to handover them for management by the State
Government. The District Councils accepted by a resolution
unanimously passed that the primary schools would be handed
over to the State Government reserving to themselves, certain
powers, such as, policy and language., Sir, is this cheating the

Hills brethren oris it trying to help out and out the District
Council ?

Sir, this is an instance for Captain Williamson Sangma to
prove that Assam Government is trying to treat the District

Councils as foreigners.

There is yet another point, which I want to reply
Unfortunately, Sir, Captain Williamson Sangma is not present.
in the House. Sir, it is no blame on Captain Williamson Sanoma
if he has to consult the English dictionary to fing out the
meaning of the word ‘patriotic’ because foreign domination for
nearly 200 years has reduced us to a plight which drives us to
consult dictionaries, to conuslt foreign agencies, but I will give
him the answer. Isit patriotic if Captain Williamson Sangmq
asks for a Hill State tomorvow, from the Finance LfIinistegr (gf
Assam whoever he may be, as' I am here to.day and T may not
be here tomorrow, the Finance Minister will call him a patriot o
cnemy ? Itis not upto me to call him a patriot or call him as
enemy because it would be his choice to say whether he wants
a Hill State or whether he wants to be ruled by the Centre o
whether to ask to work shoulder to shoulder in collaborat; :
with the State Government of Assam., But when he said th';t ;(Im
misguided Naga youths were patriotic in thejy mischievioyg ;no L
I want to say whether my Friend, Captain Sangma, ig under t\ie,
mtoxication of liquor or Ganja (Bhang) when he s;ays all ¢l 2
things. If my Friend is under the intoxication of liquor or G'uf?e
and if he says or does anything under such inﬂuence——should( 132
call him a patriot ? I admit, Sir, misguided as he is under such
influence, Captain Sangma will not be led away by these things
but I hope he will consider these things deeply not in 2 feeli§ :
of frustration, not in a feeling of anger. Sir, if my Friend thinkg
that the hills can form themselves to be a self-sufficient State, if
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they consider in that line, we can only regret. I hope, Sir, my
Friend will considerall  these pros and cons. What would the
Finance Minister say if he 1i; asked to give a separate Hills
State ? The Finance Minister of a State may be now here and
tomorrow who knows whether he will be a Finance Minister
of the State? Sir, Captain Sangma goes on to say that the
Assamese people have taken away evervthing from the hills
people. Let us take for instance-Shillong itself. Let us take
from a wide policy. There are few officers and few clerks. Would
the hon. Member think that some Pakistani fellow doing business
here in Shillong, or some other pecople from outside, or perhaps
a small family or a small group of business people-take away
more than 50 per cent of the total income of  these few officers
and clerks in Shillong ? Would my Friend call that exploitation ?
Pardon me, Sir, if 1 speak a little aloud about my I'riend,
Captain Sangma. Captain Sangma is not here, it would have
been better if he would be here to hear iy statement. It
would be found that there is no question of exploitation although
there is little misunderstanding or some aspect of' the problem
needs adjustment ; except this, I find there is nothing more.

Sir, under the Sixth Schedule there is provision for the
appointment of a Commission to advise on the working of the
Sixth Schedule, Sir, the Governmeni will have no objection
iFithie Governior will appoint such a Commission to do the
ne?dfu]. Then again, Sir. the Assam Government, will not
i e Commission from outside, if persons like
Shri Kaka Kale] Kar, Shyi Kunt. known as social workers with
great records and are persons helél in the highest esteem all over
Tndia 25d. in foreign countries are included in that Commission.
o R cive their valuable advice we shall
e T to have them amongst us to solve the
Problem of oyur brethren in the hills avising out ofgiige
mlsunderstanding.
acco:{};f;gaig here, S.ir’ f()r a few }’f‘aI‘S On:lY} SO l(?t us nDtS.aCt
G i travg:‘ir Var_uty and pleaﬂure. ] HaVzlng %ald S.O: rclili‘;]]:
the food Prohléfnq“mkly fo another ImMpOTAnT ftetn I S

Rev, T,
for Sche'd'llxlgd I\'I!n
congratulate the F
18 hope of gig

.

NICHOLS-ROY [Cherrapunji (Reserved
bes)|. May I speak a few words, Sir ? I mus¢
inance Minister in his speech. To-day there
hills leaders T} 8 the misunderstanding by approaching the
with the ﬁgt.lr 1atis well and good, although we do not agree
best  ta cleqis’ tl-'}’lllt since he has stater_l that.he wquld do his
apreciated by i ;elfggiﬁﬁerswndmg’ his attitude 1is greatly

cussin
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Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Finance ):  Sir,
Lappreciate the sentiment expressed by the hon, Member.

With regard to food problem I will confine myself to reply
to certain points only that have been raised by the non.
Members in this House. No doubt there are misiakes and lapses.
I will elaborate certain points with a view only to clear the
fecling of the representatives of the people as to how they have
been misguided by making representation or allegation againsi
the Government.  Sir, [ admit the food situation in our State, 1
admit also that the prices are high that these are beyond the
reach of alarge number of cross section of the people. I admit
also that in the hills areas there are great difficulties and
distress. I submit, Sir, that a big amount of rice has been
imported in the Khasi and Jaintia Hills district. During the
last two weeks about 15,000 maunds of rice were brought to
Shillong from the Central Government stock at Rs.18 per maund.
‘The cost price of the rice here would he between Rs .30 and
Rs.32 per maund. The Government of Indijq has to purchase
the rice round about Rs.32 per maund, So Sir, these
15,000 mds, have been brought to the Khas; and i]aimia
Hills  district and a lal:gc number of {aip price  shops
have been opened. Here in Shillong 1 have to say with
regret that we are not getting sincere co-operation from the
retailers. 1 admit there must be some difficulties from the

retailers, in other places too. TLet us say that in regard to
this problem tne public men are misled, :

j : L. the newspapers are

misled by the incorrect reports from the interiors and even Rev

Roy also can be misled like this by incorrect reports, others
r 3

also can be misled.

I will now read the letter from Rev, Roy—

“From Rev. J. J M. Nichols-Roy, M.L.A.,
South East Mawkhar,
Shillong, Assam.

Dated Shillong, 27th May, 1957,

To
‘The Minister-in-charge, Tribal Welfare of
the Hills Districts,
Shillong.
Sir,

I am writing to you for quick action to b
to the Garos who ﬂeq from Pakistan to Laharpanv, a village in
the Bhowal Syiemship near Balat Bazar, g

. . They arc now in
a starving condition. Many of them have no food to eat.

e taken in regard
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They live on jungle roots and leaves. 'Therc are some Garos
in the village Jumaduar in  Maharam Syiemship also who are
in the same condition.

When 1 heard this, I sent one of my Christian Leaders from
village Raibah named U Shondrell to go to the Laharpany. He
has given me a report which is heart-rending. [ received on the
23rd May, 1957. The report is written in Khasi. I have had
it typed—1I am keeping the original letter with me.

The 286 persons in Laharpany area need immediate relief
otherwise many will die. Some already died in 19546.

The said messenger also reported about U Indro (Garo) who
came from Pakistan with 22 persons in one house—with children
of 2, 4 and 6 years old. They have no food—they live on jungle
things. Then he has reported also about Garos from a village
named Jamuduar, Maharam Syiemship. Some Garos in that
village also arc in a starving condition.

I am sending a copy of this to the Chief Minister and also
to the Deputy Commissioner, United Khasi and Jaintia Hills for
taking immediate action.

Kindly do the needful immediately.

Yours [aithfully,
8d.f- J.J- M. Nichols-Roy.”
Copy forwarded to —

1. The Chiel Minister of Assam for favour of quick action
and to order for relicf.
2. The Deputy Commissioner, United Khasi<Jaintia Hills
to send relief,
3. Gl’}gﬁf Executive Member, District Council, United
ast and Jaintia 1ills.”’

lett ﬁrS. . ;gzrzf ffankness he has sent the report along with the
In the report i:;" }1110 reflection on his frankness and sincerity.,
poverty which ad b{_fcn mentioned that it was only (]1..18 to

y which they had in 1956, It said that he went inside

their houses and f; ) ¥ o
& DABSE sceakln i)ilf%en_d they had no paddy. 'They were living

reporte e peohard heart would melt when one hears such
Pakistan to I 1POI‘t that our poor brethren migrating from
i lS an to Indian Union are faced with this miserable plight.

€ has given a list of persons, pyut [ will not take the time of
the House by reading the names Lere.
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Sir, a Khasi Sub-Deputy Collector was deputed. He sub- -
mitted a long report and in  that report he said that there was
nobedy in  that village who was starving, and that the house
mentioned there had a big family. There were 32 heads of
cattle. They were cultivators, they had paddy and that they
offered good tea to the Sub-Deputy Collector.

*Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY [Cherrapunji (Re-
served for Scheduled Tribes)] : Sir, 1 am glad that the
Finance Minister has read out some portion of the report.
What T mean to say that I got a report that the report of the
Sub-Deputy Collector was not correct and that the people were
actually suffering...... :

“Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Finance) : Sir
if the hon. Member is not satisfied with the report of the Sub:
Deputy Collector, let me read the relevant portion of the report
of Mr. Booth, the Deputy Commissioner of the district of United
Khasi and Jaintia Hills.  Sir, we cannot manufacture a man to
the satisfaction of the hon. Member. The Deputy Commis-
sioner’s report is—“1In connection with. ... :

“Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS
Sir, there is no use reading the report ;
Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH: Sir, 1 will only read.
Mr. Nongbii’s report 1s (from Deputy  Commissioner’s
report) in full detail and he has made this after  a

housc to house inspection. Mr. Nongbri found no Casc oR
starvation, and he also found that there was no ground to
give gratuitous relief. =

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS
Sub-Deputy Collector did not go.

*Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH .
uddin go, Siv (laughter). Sir, thisis a report of the Deput
Commissioner. There may be starvation clsewhere andp ag
a matier of fact in this country there may be cases
where  people n:nght be starving. It is indeed a fact
Therc is starvation among  the black-marketers who '1re.
lamenting for want of rice to hoard \laughter) (interrs ;

iptions)...
“Rev. J. J. M., NICHOLS-ROY Sir, a mnon-officia]
committee composed of oflicials and non-officials could have

made an enquiry, when the reports were found to be
contradictory.

(Karimganj-North) :
he may say the contents.

He says that the

Then let Mr, Jahan-

e
* Speech not corrected,
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#Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Finance): Sir,
here I want to make it clear that like almost all the hon.
Members including Rev. Roy of this House who have come to
this House through the pleasure of the voters, have to lend ears
to what is stated by our supporters although sometimes these
things may not be quite correct. This is also true in respect of
supply C. L. Sheets, cement, etc., (interruptions). Sir, 1 do not
cite this in order to make a reflection on the hon. Member.
I mentioned the report only to show how sometimes we are
misled.

Sir, undoubtedly the price of rice has gone up and it is
beyond the means of the poorer section of ‘the people (inler-
ruptions). Sometimes we wonder where do the paddy  and rice
go. We had better production last year, and as a matter of fact,
Sri Krishnappa, the Union Deputy Minister, pointed this out to
me the other day. I (old him that the shortage might be due
to the fact that some people were holding back the stock for bad

days, some paddy and rice might have been smuggled to
Pakistan.

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS (Karimgauj-North) :
Some might have been consumed by rats also (laughier).

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH : May be, Sir, (laughter)

l(lfli{el'f‘ltj)tzans). Therc is a saying in our language which £
means when one falls in bad days even the pariah dog does ’

not give the way (laughter).

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS : All that he was

going to say is that he is _ oy A -
: s i e is not satisfied with the repor
the Officers, L ports of

(abri DEBESWAR SARMAH : Sir, in the Demo-
Memhr-'{?-StFm of Government, it is ecasier ftor the hon.
J€T8 In the Opposition to make out poiuts and urge upon

conditions which t
o l&r; which they themselves cannot perform or act up (o
Y may come to power (inlerruplion).
Rev,

J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY [Cherrapunii
. 8= punji  (Re-
served for Scheduled Tribes)] : My Friend should not cgraw

any infere 1 iti |
3;' ol t}]&t because e mie. Hi tl‘lC (J)ppnmtlon we are 1
making out points, |

2. %}“t II)EBESWAR SARMAHM : Sir, I am not saying
K. BTN =, jacan 10 | say {hat when my Iriend from
arimgan) said that he was not satisfied with the report

e
e i J—

e
Speech not corrected,

.
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of the Deputy Commissioner, with all humility I submitted
that if he came to power he would have to also run the adminis-
tration with these officers—the Deputy Commissioner, Sub-
Divisional Officers, Sub-Deputy Collectors and so on, These

Officers cannot be metamorphosed when they come to this side
of the House (interruptions).

Sir, I am afraid I will have to continue till tomorrow.
About 42 hon. Members have taken part in the budget dis-

cussion and I shall not be able to do justice to them if I am
not given some time more. :

Mr. SPEAKER : Hon. Members know that tomorrow is

a recess day. Then we will have to wait till day after tomor-
row, z.e., Thursday.

*Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH :

' : If the hon. Members
be only gracious to bear with me till half-

‘ past five, I will try to
finish by that time.

Mr. SPEAKER : What is the pleasure of the House
Should we sit till 5-30 ?

(Voices : Day after to-morrow.)

*Shl"i DEBESWAR SARMAH H But day after tomorrow
there will be voting on demands.

Mr. SPEAKER : That is our difficulty. May I know

how long the Hon’ble Finance Minister will take to finish his
observations ?

*Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH : It all depends on how
many points I am required to reply. I may cut down my

speech to 35-40 minutes. In that case many hon. Members
will not expect me to reply on all the points that haye
been raised. Therefore I do not want to disappoint them,

Mr. SPEAKER : The problem is that we have voting on
demands on 20th June. So unless we cut down discussion on
the demands for grants we cannot finish them by 4.

*Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH : Sir, we might sit tomor-
row for an hour or so.

Mr. SPEAKER :
earlier, that is at 9 A.m.

—

We can sit day after tomorrow a bit

* Speech not corrected,
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Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED (Bilasipara): We will
get time after the question hour.

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS (Karimganj-North) :
Make it 9-30 A.M.

Mr. SPEAKER : Do you want to do away with the
question hour ? The demand for grant shall have to be
finished by 4 &’clock.

~ Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) :We may
sit up to 5 today and at 9-30 day after tomorrow.

Mr. SPEAKER : Very well let us sit up to 5 to-day.

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Finance): _Hil}s
I_have nearly done. Except touching on those points of the indi-
vidual Members, the broad outlines of Hills I have done.

: If the House will permit me I would not also take much time
in respect of food, because we are anticipating a full dress debate
on it. I will cut down my observation with your permission by
saying that the price is having a downward trend, that the demand
on mills is not keen, that there is sizeable gap between the ex-mill
price and the retail price. Hon. Members from all sides of the
House are 1ightly discussing the point that the prices have gone
high and that people are feeling distress. By way of an illustra-
tion T would just read a telegram I received last evening. It1s
from Sri Krishna Goswami of Kampur, a responsible social
worker. He has sent a telegram like this : ‘No rain in Kampur.
All cultivation totally stopped. People facing starvation. Cheap
gff 1? S}I}:OP solicited—Krishna Goswami’. DNo rain at Kampur p'
ﬁu?n-?f the vagaries of nature in this benighted State to-day !
ivsion o ogarh, Sibsagar, Jorhat and a part of Golaghat Sub-
the Truniri{ﬂooded by rain water and the rivers are in spate and
right from oad was under water resulting in traffic dislocation,
umdin f_fn.le.Where in Nowgong district—a line drawn about
about SOgO %]al and Kampur there 1s no_ rain I It is only
kachay andn;l es from Sadiya to the border of Pakistan near Man-
nature, Sirn' between this distance there is such vagaries of
destroyed by 1, 1€ eastern part of the State crops have been
is abso]u»ceh? n(c))o much water whereas in the western part there
which is very ovater. As you know, Sir, riceis a commodity
Uhidler-thats cirémlted from ~the consideration of world supply.
Herculean st umstances the Supply Department has to make
Orts to keep the stream going on so that the flow of

supply may not be interrupted. In certain papers it was

|
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written that the Supply Minister rubbed his hands with the mill
owners and said why not get at the neck of horders to get rice ?
Sir, apart from other considerations, social, political and various
other considerations, itis not very easy to find out a solution
of the problem. To-day we are in the midst of a whirlpool. If we
were aware of this whirlpool a few months ahead we could
devise some means by which we can side-track this difficulty. But
if we disturb the market to-day there may be bad results. Sup-
pose for two weeks there is no rice in the market then there will
be a big hue and cry. There will be no _lnmt to the miseries of
the people if they have to go without rice about a couple of
weeks. What would they do ? So we are in a delicate position
and we do not want to disturb it. Even from that stand point
we are going on expanding thq numbc‘r of rice millers. ButI
may state thatif the ex-mill price of rice is fixed at some level
then the retail sellers will fix it at somewhat higher level. How
can that be averted ? This can be averted through the CO-Ope-
ration of the good citizens. We have not advanced much from the
days of the last great war when money was cheap and conscience
did not prick us to make easy money. That spirit still continues
and though our people are suffering, our shopkeepers are making

easy money by raising price level. I appeal to the hon. Mem.
bers to think as to how we can so arrange matters with the retail

sellers so that we can get rice at reasonable price and they can at
the same time keep some rcasonable profit. If the ex-mill price
is say Rs.21, the retail sale price is about Rs.23-8-0 or so. To over-
come this large diflference we are contemplating to issue loan for
forming consumers co-operatives to take up this business. In that
case the Government will issue loan to the extent of 1¢ times of
their capital. The public spirited people of a locality can come
forward and take part in the formation of such consumers
operatives. I find many consumers co-operatives thriving and
still now we get supply of rice and other commodities ljke salt,
sugar, kerosene, etc., from some of them at reasonable price,

Co-

I find that we have about 1,000 consumers co-operatives
throughout the State. If.we can have another equal number of
such consumers co-opceratives in all the Subdivisions to 2 great
extent the question of unemployment problem will be solved by
engaging one or two persons in w1-1qlc time jobs, paying at least
Rs.30 per month. Sug'h co-operatives can perhaps keep their
shops open for 2 hours in the morning and 3 hour,

. s in the evening.
To solve the problem I find no way out than to work on this ling.

In Shillong what we find in this respect? The other day to
the shop just near the Civil Secretariat attached to the Cafeteria
about 40 bags of rice were sent for selling at fair price rate of
Rs.18. The Food Inspector, Mr, Mahatab—a decent youngman
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—of the Central Government got information that the shopkeeper
had not got all the bags with him and the next morning he went
to enquire the matter. The key was missing at the time. After-
wards the shopkeeper arrived and the key was found after a
search. In the presence of the Food Inspector and a Sub-Inspector
of Police when the shop was opened some 10 to 12 bags of rice
were found missing and as a result a large number of persons
who came to get the rice from this fair price shop had to go back
disappointed. When the shopkeeper—a Khasi lady—was ques-
tioned about the missing bags she replied that ofter taking deli-
very she sent all the bags in pony carts and she did not accom-
pany them and she did not know how this shortage in bags had
occurred. When she was questioned whether she counted or not
the bags before payment was made to the pony cart owners for
carrying the rice bags, she replied that she did not do so. When
this happened in the premises of the Secretariat building I got
the report and came myself to the scene at 6 O’clock in the after-
noon and T sent for the Deputy Commissioner and the Superin-
tendent.ofPoIice to take up the matter. If such a thing can
happen in the heart of the capital what worse can happen
lsﬁchthle‘ distant villages we can well imagine. To avoid
s det E?gs I hopf: Re_v. Nichols-Roy wo_uld take some trouble
e Igone: some Christian leaders to the villages to ask people to

SUmers co-operatives which is very necessary now-a-

Says' If we do not have consumers co-operatives, I believe we
annot tackle this rice problem

Shri R
What ah

-------

ANENDRA MOHAN DAS (Karimganj—North):
* 0}“’ Hayley’s Co-operative system ?
o noshri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Finance) : We
o ave suflicient interest and faith in such Co-operative.
o e11{10t l?lame the Co-operative. Let us not blame aqybody
it i Eer}t1 goes into the whole thing in  Assam  he will find
intelligenuc Co-operative what is necessary is that spirit, that
these are Clg’ k_and that faith to make it success. But all
himself witﬁ }Ilr-lg now-a-days. Hayley had a zeal to work. He
District for ablS wife stayed in an interior village in Sibsagar
to have r out 7 days.,. How many of our officers are found

. Fémained in the villages for so long a time like this.

: apl;;f_’c;:tte him for his servicgs. &
1th these f :
respect of food, words for the present I want to conclude in

Next i : . ; :
Shri Gheti;ﬂ%ortant item after food is education. My Friend,
» ZCPuty Minister, gave an idea on education. A
i S niste

*Speech not corrected.
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pertinent question was asked by a certain Member from the
Opposition side, “Are you satisfied with the Pay Committee’s
recommendations for the teachers ?”> The answer is: “Certainly
not, definitely not>. I give an answer that the recommendations
of the Pay Commission do not satisfy us. Even they do not
satisfy the Commission itself. But under the circumstances that

was the best that they could do. There is nothing static,
nothing final.

The hon. Member from Silchar also raised a point regard-
ing the discrepancy in the scale of pay of certain categories
of teachers. Not only in certain categories of teachers but in
other categories also we find some anomalies or discrepancies
after meeting a deputation. Such a thing can happen after
carrying out such a stupendous task by one Committee which
too had to be done a bit hurriedly as the Committee had to
attend to some other functions also. Though we are not satis-
fied with its recommendations yet the Committee had gone
to the extent they could keeping in view of the finance of the
State. Let us remember that we are now dealing with
a Department which is a nation building department with
a large number of employees. On . the one hand we are to
look after our teachers who build Up our next generation, who
would be ruling this country tomorrow. On the other hand
their number is no less small that we can afford to pay them
adequately in the circumstances. For their sacrifice we would
only say that we would make our humble effort to relieve the
burden which they have been shouldering.

Sir, we are at the present moment contemplating to give
the lower primary school teachers a dearness allowance amount-
ing to Rs.5 per head per month. Some of my Friends may - say,
““Ob, only five rupees ; you are very generous”. But Jat e
tell them that dearness allowance at the rate of Rs.5 per head
would involve us in an expenditure of Rs.12 lakhs, if not more,
in the face of our cash balance of Rs.27 lakhs only. This is not
to say that the hard condition of other teachers, viz., Middle
Vernacular, Middle English and Aided High School teachers,
1s not engaging the attention of Government.

*Mrs. JYOTSNA CHANDA (Silchar-West): My
submission was that the qualifications for senior trained
female teachers are the same as the normal passed male
teachers. But there is a difference in their pay scales and the
female teachers have submitted a representation to the
Government.

Speech not corrected.
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#*Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Finance):
Even before the hon. Member raised this point, this matter as
also some other matters are engaging the attention of Govern-
ment. Nevertheless I can say, Sir, that when any hon.
Member points out any anomalies or raises any other point,
they receive the very anxious consideration of Government and
1 have every hope that within the period of time when we
meet again for the next Budget Session, this anomaly would
be removed.

The next point 1 would deal with is prohibition. We are
taking to prohibition on a gradual and progressive scale. We
have not abandoned prohibition ; on the contrary, we are
making efforts how best to extend it to other neighbouring sub-
divisions. But, Sir, this pachai, as they call it, perhaps we call
it laopani is possibly a neccessity. Of course, I am not sure if
I can say that it is a necessity, but it is prepared in their own
houses by the tribal people of both plains and hills, and it has
got some food value also. In these circumstances, Government
are not sure whether it would not be premature to take any
step towards interference with this amenity, if I may say so, of
our tribal brethren. This is the Government’s position, Sir.

There is yet another small matter which has been touched
by some members from the Cachar District. As they feel very
_dﬁeply about it and since several members have spoken about
it, I think I should deal with it as a general subject. It 15
about an engineering or technical institute in Cachar. At
present there is a junior technical school at Arunachal, which is
proposed to be shifted to Meherpur. The school offers two
years’ training for under-Matric students. This has caused us
nearly Rs.5 odd lakhs till now. There is a provision of Rs.9:54
lakhs in the State Second Plan to develop this institution, The
school wil] have its own land and buildings and for this money
NEILS been provided. A plot of 30 bighas is being acquired at
weeierpur for the purpose of the.school. In no distant fgturc
anotl-?ge' that the institute will be upgraded. Thereis yet
Commr Nstitute at Srikona. This school was started by the
At bunlllty Projects Department. It has since been taken
! t31’1t ¢ State Education Department. Financial assistance

€ Ministry of Labour has been assured on 60 :40 basis
for development of the Srikona institution for introducing
CraftSI_Ilen training courses of All-India standard laid down by
the Director General of Resettlement and Employment. The
training at Srikona will be intensive and the course will be for
one and half years. The State Second Plan contains a provision
of about Rs.11:7 lakhs for the Srikona institute. When the

*Speech not correcetd
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two institutions at Srikona and Meherpur ave fully developed,
it will be easier to upgrade one into a full-fledged Diploma
institution for post-Matric courses. The State Government are
committed to spend a total sum of Rs.21 lakhs approximately
for development of technical education and training in the
Cachar District out of the Second Plan provision. I hope, Sir,
for the time being that will be taken as a token of Assam,
Government’s earnest efforts to build up the Cachar District
in technical education and also in various other ways.

Then, Sir, there is yet another point I need touch and that
with regard to the backward classes. In the Second Five Year
Plan, the planners have included under this category all
communities, and castes which are considered socially and
educationally backward. It will be recollected that there was
a Backward Classes Commission, which was also called the
Kaka Kalelkar Commission, after the name of its Chairman
Kaka Kalelkar. I need not introduce Kaka Kalelkar because
the hon. Members, I anticipate, know him well. That Com-
mission submitted a lengthy report which is under the examina-
tion of the Government of India. I can take the House into
confidence when I say that Kaka Kalelkar apq his  Backward
Classes Commission have givcn. an excellent report for the
upliftment of thc.bagsz}rd classes in India anq we, in - Assam,
will have no hesitation in accepting all the recommendations
of the Backward Classes Commission as approved of by the
Government of India. Meanwhile, scholarships have been
granted rather liberally to backward clagg students. If I
remember aright, hon. Member, Mr, Tudu, or ma
else-—I speak subject to correction said, “Yes, SChOIarships =
given, but they are not always given on merit», Sir, I would
only say that scholarships arc given by People who do not know
the applicants personally. If there is alacuna apq if the
deserving students do not get it, than W€ ourselves are to be
blamed. The only thing we can do is to see that fair deal is
given to everyone,

It is 5 O’ Clock, Sir.
general points.

y be someone

I think I have nearly finished all the

Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourneq il
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