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Proceedings of the First Session of the Assam Legisla-
- tive Assembly assembled after the Second General® ©
: Election under the Sovereign Democratic

Republican Constitution of India

‘

- The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at
10 AM., on Monday, the 1st July, 1957. ~—clzle

PRESENT

Shri Dev Kanta Borooah, B.a., LL.B., Speaker, in the Chair,
the nine Ministers, the eight Deputy Ministers and fifty-one
embers. '

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
STARRED QUESTIONS

(To which oral answers were to be given,)

~ Starred Questions Nos. 40-41 standing in the name of
Shri Hareswar Goswami and Nos.42-43 standing in the name
of Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya were not put and answered
as the Questioners were absent. :

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
; : (To which answers were laid on the table,)

Y The Assam Pure Food Act . AT
Shri GHANASHYAM TALUKDAR (Sorbhog) _asked :
117. Will the Minister-in-charge, Medical be pleased to

state— ITAT el
(@) Whether the Assam Pure Food Act has been
operated fully in accordance with its provisions

contained in the Act? 3 ATARE Tanld
(b)) Whether the provisions of the Assam Act are
similar to the provisions of the Acts of oflier
States in India ?
(¢) If not, why not ? - 2
Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, _Me_dical,—)
replied : VR ‘
117. (a)—Yes, until the Assam Act, 1947 was replaced by

the Prevention of Food Adulteration Act, 1954. TR

(6) & (¢c)—Do not arise.




5

1272 QUESTIONS [lsr JULY
L4 3 t
Labour and Staff Quarters of Silonibari Tea Estat€

Shri MOHANANDA BORA (North Lakhimpur) asked

t
118. Will the Minister-in-charge of Labour be pleased to
state— .
(a) Whether he is aware of the dilapidated c-?]nitiijozﬁ'si
of the labour and staff quarters of Sl]?,abour
Tea Estate for which the .Gargen
Union is moving from long time !
(6) If the answer is in the affirmative what Ste%igf;i
been taken by Government to save the 12
and staff from such sad plight ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister,
Labour) replied :

_ :formation.
118. (a) & (6)—Government have il mﬁzmlgbour

There is, however, a contemplation to construct 2 ar for

houses under the Housing Scheme during the current y€

which plans have heen approved by the Chief Inspector of
Plantations.

Shri MOHANANDA BORA (North Lakhimpur):
Sﬁ? ﬁr?mmﬁm Staff quarter fa=ri=s fr:ﬁta( wq1 %z (1 Wiz DA
i T 2

. Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister,
ajor-lnd“Striesh O12 A~ cptcal 473 afem coAta AL |

Shri MOHANANDA BORA (North Lakhimpur):
CIR BRI cam wAifig (FICA 3% AR HIFICT FICA T2

Shri KAM Minister.
Major-lndustr?KHY A PRASAD TRIPATHI ( EXs

AT | es): CI0H <459 18 | T e o G2 99

Shri K
(Reser?ed ?‘iK A CHANDRA DOLAY [North Lakhimpur,

g el Scheduled Tribes)] : = Iga a4 @12 a1

Shri KAMARYHy e
Major Industries), A PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister,

T it gy o I Aean |
Shrimati LILY
Inspector 713 (% T™iE

_SEN QUPTA (Lahowal): Labouy
OO 1397 0T T TFE 2

Ayt N
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Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister,
ajor Industries): =93 fauca 7 AT fasea?

Shrimati LILY SEN GUPTA (Lahowal) : EEEIVIES
A weaB) a2

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister,
Major Industries) : Plantation Labour Act ws f¥g
Sifs 2fecar Mz 9 Zry | Tals fSTats Plantation Inspector
e wate tzig | A% w1 waz A Gfvela T8I =™
i et =19 9t w1 9

Shrimati LILY SEN GUPTA (Lahowal) : (3% 333
ifata

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister,
Major Industries) : f¥g =i1 2fewai? wRE tz@ | A9
Rifte woa wite ifsie seaa ssts witalem e Ties @i 291

Shri MOHANANDA BORA (North-Lakhimpur): ¥e3

THoRE BT @t w473 sifiga AT sttt wie Labour quarter 3
Ty foFace CZTE (A ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister,
Major Industries): 4% (¥ 76T 39 77 stos =18 awe I8
@251 =9 #i@ (@ Housing Board 1 wfiaces @risfimts st otes @l
RUg| 2 A SR Siaeea wAR e wF i | fivew, shfEEte
Errrm FfFeita = 7w fFaw GIEFiea SR Wme =69 e BE

TG |
Government Grants to non-Government Institutions
doing Tribal Welfare Works

: Shri BAIKUNTHA NATH DAS [Rangiya (Reserved
for Scheduled Tribes)] asked:

119. Will the Minister-in-charge of Tribal Welfare be

pleased to state—
(a) '1he amount sanctioned to the non-Government
Institutions doing We!fare Works in the ‘Iribal

Areas in the year 1956 from grant under
Art. 275 of the Constitution ?

() The names of the Institutions and the amount of
grant received by each of them ?

(¢) Whether proper inquiry is made before allotting the
grant and if so, by whom ?
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-~ Shri CHATRA SINGH TERON (Minister, Tribal
Welfare) replied: :

119. (2 —A sum of Rs.1:70 lakhs was sanctioned to non-
Government Institutions doing Welfare Works in the Auzono.
mous Districts and a sum of Rs.55,000 to such Institutions in
the Plains Tribal Areas during 1956-57.

4

(6)—A list is placed on the Library table.

(6)—Yes. Particulars regarding the work of such Ins-

titutions and specific recommendations are obtained .frqrn

. District Authorities before grants are allotted. The Districe
“Authorities are also instructed to consult p iblic representativeg
in making their recommendations. Grants arc also made op

the Teécommendations of the Members of the Legislature and

_other authorities who might sponsor specific cases on the basig
of their experience of, or knowledge about, the work of any

.

such Institution.

- Shri BAIKUNTHA NATH DAS (Rangiya (Reserveq
“for Scheduled Tribes)]:  Will the Minister-in-charge be
pleased to say whether the money so sanctioned to the Instity-
tions doing Welfare Works in the Tribal Areas was actually
;'Spﬁllt for the Purpose for which they were sanctioned ?

S5 Shfi' CHATRA SINGH TERON : Yes, that is the
_Information of Government o

~ Shri BAIKUNTHA NATH DAS : Has the expenditure

S0 1ncurred heep properly checked by Government, if $0 by i
whom-? - i

Shri CHATRA siNGH TERON :  District Officers, °

eputy_Corpmissioners and the Subdivisional
Cers are there to-dq this.

S DAIKUNTHA NATH DAS : Deputy Commisioner
. B e s
--and Subdivisiong] Officer never check the account, <. !

____Shri KARKA CHANDRA DOLEY [North Lakhimpur
1’;-(’3‘*59!"’6&:1‘91* - Scheduled Tribes)] =[ @ =T oy
S TRIIEARS 12 ‘orbtmrare. prave & fealar afaea ?

“=o - Shri CHATRA - SINGH TERON (Minister, Triba)
Welfare) : f‘@?ﬂa %9@‘”@“ ﬁﬁ‘ﬁﬁfﬁ’ ATCAl TS ﬁ'gtﬁ' ig C@@wé&'ﬂw Wh
<> fefee: 173 Recommendayjon TSNS (z w1 T4 T
Shrimati LILLY SEN GUPTA (Lahowal) : srgia i3ty
5 GUFIBIT (FT 357 wre FRI At o

o

=2 2 Shri -'CHATR—A SINGH- TERON s I A 79 cTiatfy |

e,

..-1 |.\"l 1
.. 43S #J
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Development of Schools and “Dais” undert he Commu-
2. nity Project Scheme

Mrs. JYOTSNA CHANDA (Silchar-West) asked:

: 120. Will the Minister-in-charge of Community Projects pe
pleased to state what arrangements have been made for the
maintenance and development schools sponsored by the Com-
munity Project Scheme (now defunct) ?

121. Will the Minister-in-charge of Community Projects be
pleased to state what arrangements have been made so far 1o
absorb the ‘‘Dais®’ retrenched as a result of transformation of
Community Project Scheme to National Extension Services
Scheme ? _

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Deputy Minister, Comsny.
nity Projects) replied : oy

120.—The educational activities under the Community Pre.
ject Scheme consisted of the following :—

(a) conversion of existing schools into basic schools
and starting of a limited number of pew
Lower Primary Schools,

(b) grants-in-aid to schools of diﬁérentcategories for—
. {z) improvement of build
of equipment ;

(%) running expenses such as pay of teachers
contingencies, etc, ¥

(#2) introduction of craft-bias training,

ings and Purchasing

The School Boards concerned have taken over the res-

ponsibility for running all the schools under category (a) above,

' Giants-in-aid under category b
non-recurcing nature,

i ~ As regards categories b{77) and b(iii) above, the Education
Department have agreed to consider these Schools for such
grants-in-aid as are admissible under the rules of the -Depart-

3 ment- 1

(2) above were of a strictly

121.—The Directorate of Health Services aré' ta_ki_ll_g ,sté‘_ps
~ to absorb the retrenched Dhais in suitable posts. .

J
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Mrs. JYOTSNA CHANDA (Silchar-West): Sir,
it has been stated at 120(b), “‘As regards categories b(it) and

b(iii) above, the Education Department have agreed to consl-
der those Schools for such grants-in-aid as are admissible under
the rules of the Department.” Now, will the Government be
pleased to state why the benefits of grants-in-aigl that have bqen
given to the schools under the Community Projects are denied
to these schools when taken over by Government ?

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Deputy Minister, Com-
munity Project): Because, as soon as these schools are taken
over by the Education Department of the Government of Assam

they come under the administrative rules of the normal depart-
ment.

Mrs. JYOTSNA CHANDA : Yes, as soon as 2
school is taken over by the normal department from the
Community Project administration, it comes under the
administrative rules of the normal Deptt. Butin Silchar there
is one school which was originally established by the Community
Project, but since this school was taken over by the norn}al
department, the staff of the school are not getting their salaries

which they used to get. Will the Government be pleased to
enquire into the matter ?

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS - Yes, that will be done.

: Mrs. JYOTSNA CHANDA : Will the Government be
P eﬂsed to take note of this School ? The name of the school 1s
ehru Middle English School at Singari, Cachar.

n0te<§.h ri MOHI KANTA DAS : Yes, the name has been

hon’gll;ﬁn SARBES.WAR BARDALOI (Titabar): Wil the
opened byeg}ll;Y Minister be pleased to state why the sch(]):ﬂg

om : : . %
over by the Schoo] ]gré)‘;?;f};tPéggtec; at Majuli were not ta
have :che infOrmation TA DAS :
possession.

Shri GAURISANKAR ROY (Katli i ]
: tlicherra): May
know Sir, why the benefits enjoyed by (thcaselscchools \),vhile under
the Community Projects administration are curtailed when
they are taken over by the normal department ? )

I am sorry, Sir, I do not
asked by the hon. Member in my
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Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Deputy Minister, Com-
munity Projects): Because the normal department, in the
matter of giving emoluments to teachers and grants-in-aid to
the schools maintained by it is guided by the set of definite
rules and regulations framed for the purpose, and as soon as
these schools under the Community Project are taken over by
the normal department, they also come under the adminis
trative rules of the normal department.

Proposed N. E. S., C. D. or C. P. Blocks in the
Lakhimpur District

Shri DEBENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa) asked :

122. Will the Minister-in-charge of Community Projects
be pleased to state—

(a) The places where N. E. S., C. D. or C, P. Blocks
are proposed to be established in Lakhimpur
District together with those already formeq
indicating the Mouzas in each ?

(b) Whether it is a fact that Panitola N. E. S. Block
was proposed originally with Bogdung. Chabua
Pulunga, Gharbandi and Rangagora Mouzas ?

(¢) If so, the reason of subtraction of Rangagara

Mouza and addition of Rahmoria M :
Panitola N. E. S. Block ? e

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Deputy Minist C
nity Projects) replied: y ister, Commu-

122. (a)—A list showing the existing and proposed Blocks
is given below :—
Dibrugarh Subdivision

Names of Blocks Mouzas included/
pr.oposed to be

included |

(1) Tengakhat C, D. Block.. (1) Tengakbat, Tengakhat Taken up as

(2) K_hc.remla, N EES S.

(3) Tipling, Blocks on 2ad

(4) Fakial. and )53 ;

October 1953 ;

(5) Moderkhat. converted in-

Headquarters Remarks

to C. D.
Block on 1st
April 1955,
(2) Joypur N. E. 8. Block...(1) Joypur, Naharkatia Taken up as
(2) Chachani, and N. E. S. Block
(3) 4 Tingkhong. on 2nd Octo-

ber 1956,



1278

Names of Blocks

QUESTIONS

Mouza  included/
pro ose to be
included

(3) Dhemaji, N.E. S. Block (1) Dhemaji, ...

(4} Panitola N. E. S. Block

(5) Khowang N. E. S.

Block.
(6) Larua-Lahowal N.E.S.

Block.

(7 Dum-Duma-Tinsukia
N.E-S. Block.

(85 Kakspathar N. E S.
. Block.

(2) Sissi

(3) Sissi-Paik-
mahal of
Dibrugarh
Subdivi-
sion, and

(4) Machkhowa
Mouza of
North La-
khimpur
Subdivision.

(1) C h a b ua-
Polonga,
(2) Gharbandi,

(3) Rahmaria, and

(4) Bugdang.

(1) Lengsi,
(2) Moran,
(3) Sepon, and
(4) Khowang.

(1) Larua,

(2) Jamirah,

3, Mankata
Khanikar,

(4) Rural por-
tion o
town and

(3) Lahowal.

(1) Rangagora,

(2) Portion of ru- .

ral areas of
Tinsukia
Mouza,

(3) Hapjan,

Chabua

[lsT JuLy,

Headgnarters Remaris

Taken up as
N. E. S. Block
on 2nd Octo-
ber 1956.

Dhemayji

Taken up as
N. E. S. Block
on lst April
1957.

K howang.

Mankatta

K hanikar.

Tinsukia.

(4 Duin-Duma and

(5) Tingsai.

(1) Saikhowa,

(2) Makum, -and

(3) Buridihing.

Kakapathar,
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Names of Blocks Mouzas included/ Headquarters Remarks

proposed to be
included

North Lakh/mpur Subdivisjon

(1) Bihpuria N. E. S. Block (1) Narayanpur, Bihpuria 1 There are two

(2) Narayanpur, | normalised
Kherajkhat, N.E.S. Blocks
(3) Bihpuria and after splitting
(4) Dhalpur. - up of the
| North Lak-
(2) Naoboisha N.E.S. Block (1) Telahi .-~ Naoboisha | himpur C. D.
(2) Naoboisha and | Block on Ist
(3) Laluk. | October
J 109s6.

(3) Kamalaboria N.E.S. (I) Kamalaboria, North La-

Block. (2) Lakhimpur, khimpur,
(3) Nakari and

(4) Kadam.

(4) Bardoleni N.L.S. Block (1) Bardoloni, Ghilamora.

(2) Dhakuakhana and
(3) Gohain.

(6)—No, the only proposal received by Government
suggested Chabua, Polonga, Gharbandi, Rahmaria and Bog-
dung Mouzas for inclusion in the Panitola N, E, S, Block,

(¢) =Does not arise.

Shri DEBENDRA NATH HAZARIK A (Saikhowa)
Will the Hon’ble Deputy Minister in-charge be pleased to state
whether he is aware of the fact that the headquarters of the
Panitola National Extension Service Block was approved by
the Development Board, Dibrugarh, to be at Panitola, and
this information was communicated to Government by the
then Deputy Commissioner 2ide his letter No.DLDG, 6/53/13,

. dated the 26th June, 1953 ?

Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Deputy Minister, Com-
munity Projects): So the latest decision of the Deputy Com-

Missioner 1s concerned, it has been stated that the headquarters
should be at Chabua.

Shri DEBENDRA NATH HAZARIKA
eputy  Minister know that there
Ment amongst the public of Panitola are
of the proposed headquarters of P
ervice Block to Chabua ?

s Does the
is great discontent-
a due to the change
anitola National Extension
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Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Deputy Minister, Com-
munity Projects): Sir, some applications were received
from the protagonists of the headquarters at Panitola.

Shri RADHAKISHEN KHEMEKA (Tinsukia): 907%
Teeta,  533(4) M orefs R’ A4 Wk, TR 017 JERS
‘B:oiz’ 3= Fiem G AT |

Shri MOHIKANTA DAS (Deputy Minister): (TZTRI
fBeafz |

Procedure of advancing House Building Loans to
refugees and displaced persons

Mrs. JYOTSNA CHANDA (Silchar-West) asked :

123. Will the Minister-in-charge of Relief and Rehabilita-
tion be pleased to state—

(a) The procedure of advancing house building loans
to refugees and displaced persons?

(b)) Whether these amounts are given in instalments ?

(¢) What is the minimum amount given in each in-
stalment for urban areas as well asin rural
areas?

(d) Whether this procedure is strictly adhered to?

124. Will the Minister-in-charge of Relief and Rehabili-
tation be pleased to state whether Government have 3ty
scheme of introducing Built House Scheme for the rehabili-
tation of Refugees and displaced persons ?

__ Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Relief and Reha-
bllitation) I‘eplied;

123. (a)—(i) House building loans are issued to deserving
displaced persons in urban areas who possess land with legal
rights in the land, procured by purchase or on lease, whereby
the land together with the structures built thereon can be
hypothecated to Government to provide adequate security fop
the loan. The term of repayment in urban areas is 20 years. EE
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Loan upto Rs.3,250 may be issued to displaced persons on
the basis of their contribution towards cost of land and con-
struction of the house. For a contribution upto a Rs. 750 loan
to the extent of three times the contribution of the displaced
person concerned, z.¢., a loan upto Rs.2,250 may be advanced.
For a contribution beyond Rs.750 an additional amount of loan
equal to the contribution can be given subject to a limit of
Rs.1,000. A displaced person who cannot contribute any

amount of his own, may get a house building loan upto Rs.1,250
only.

(22) Rural—House building loan to agriculturist families
Is given at a fixed rate of Rs.500 per family. To non-agri-
culturist families a loan at Rs.575 per family is granted of
which Rs.75 is for land and Rs.500 for construction of house.

In both cases the loanee displaced person must have inde-
feasible title to the homestead plot of land which has to be
mortgaged together with the house constructed on it to Go-
vernment as security for repayment of the loan in 10 years,

(b)—House building loans in urban areas are

3 : y : usually
1ssued in two instalments according to the progress of construc-
tion,

(¢)—No minimum amount for a
Usually the first instalment in the urban
Rs.1,250. In Rural areas house buildj
usually in one instalment.

(d)—Yes.
124.—No.

ny instalment is fixed.
area i1s not less than
ng loans are issued

Mrs. JYOTSNA CHANDA

to (¢) it has been said: ‘““No mini

ment is fixed. Usually’ the first instalment in the urban area is
not less than Rs.1,250.” Do Government propose to enquire
whether it is a fact that in Silchar town the

: house building loan
has been issued at the rate of Rs.200 or Rs.300 only per ignstal-
ment ?

(Silchar-West): In reply
mum amount for any instal-

Shri HARESWAR DAS

: (Minister, Relief and Reha-
bilitation): It will be done. ,
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Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur):
Will the Minister-in-charge state the reason why certain ap-
plications from rural areas of Gauhati Subdivision have not
been granted any house building loan up till now ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Relief and Reha-
bilitation): Therc may be various recasons, I cannot say
offhand. If any specific instance is brought to my notice I
may enquire.

Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI : Isita fact
that the officer who issues the loan at Gauhati has not got
adequate amount of money for the purpose of issuing loans ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS: Then my Friend knows the
reason, that funds have already been exhausted.

Proposal for Refugee Township Scheme

~:Mrs. JYOTSNA CHANDA (Silchar--West) asked :

125. Will the Minister-in-charge of Relief and Rehabi-
litation be pleased to state—

a) Whether there is any proposal of developing 2
; Refugee Township Scheme adjoining Silchar
Town ? |

() If so, what steps have been taken so far ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Relief and Reha-
bilitation) replied :

125. (@) & (b)—No. There is however 4 proposal for

setting up a colony of 629 families of displaced persons at
Dudpatli near Silchar Town, which is under examination,

Mrs. JYOTSNA CHANDA  (Silchar-West): Da
Government propose to set up a colony at Arunachal ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS: There is no such proposal.




-
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Polytechnical Imstitution at Silchar

Shri NANDA KISHORE SINHA (Sonai) asked:

126. Will the Minister-in-charge of Education be pleased
to state what action has so far been taken for fulfilment
of the demand of the Cachar people for starting a Poly-
technical Institution at Silchar ?

Shri PURNANANDA  CHETIA (Deputy Minister,
Education) rcplied:

126.—The question of starting a Polytechnic by develop-

‘ment of the Junior 'L'echnical School at Silchar, is under

active consideration of Government.

Shri NANDA KISHORE SINHA : Is it a fact
that the Central Government has sanctioned a handsome amount
for the expansion of technical education in the State ?

Shri PURNANANDA CHETIA: There is provision
in the Second Five-Year Plan for establishing a technical
school at Meherpur and  developing the junior technical
school at Silchar to a full-fledged technical school.

Shri NANDA KISHORE SINHA: My
tion was whether the Central Government h
handsome amount for expansion of technical

Y ques-
as sanctioned g
education ?

Shri PURNANANDA CHETIA : Yes,

considerable amount has been provided in the
year Plan and sanctioned by the

Sir, a  very
Second Five-
Central Government,

Shri NANDA KISHORE SINHA: Is it a fact that
the Government have already submitted a scheme in this
behalf where there is no mention of Silchar ?

Shri PURNANANDA CHETIA: We have not submit-
ted any such specific scheme as yet. :
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Shri GAURISANKAR ROY (Katlicherra): The
answer is “‘the question of starting a Polytechnic by developing
the Junior Technical School at Silchar, is under active consi-
deration of Government”. May I know when the final decision
will be arrived at ?

Shri PURNANANDA CHETIA (Deputy Minister,
Education): That will be sent to the Government of India
for approval and as soon as we get their approval we shall take
up the matter.

Proposed Industries to be started by the Government and
the Private Sectors under the Second Five-Year Plan

Shri KAMALA PRASAD AGARWALA (Tezpur) asked:

127.  Will the Minister-in-charge of Major Industries be
pleased to state—

(@) Why no industries could be started in the 1st Five
year plan in the State of Assam both by Govern-

ment and by Private Sector ?

(b)) What industries are proposed to be started In
Assam by Government and the private sector dur-
ing the 2nd Five-Year Plan ?

(¢) Whether invitation has been offered to _inc_:lustli_l‘
alists of other States and foreign industrialists 10
open industries in Assam ?

(d) Whether any industrialists (Indian .and. Foreigﬂ;
have come forward to open industries in Assam ‘

(e) If so, what industries they are opening ?

(f) What concessions or facilities are given to attract
Indian and Foreign industrialists ?

(g) Under what terms and conditions the Government
proposes to come to an agreement with the Indus-
trialists who are willing to open Industries 11
Assam ?

et i Al | e SN
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Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister,
Major Imdustries) replied:

127. (a)—In the 1st Five-Year Plan, greater stress was laid
on development of Agriculture and some of the basic needs of
the State, e¢. g., University, Engineering College, etc.

(b) -By Government—A Spun Silk Mill. In Private
Sector—Cement, Pulp, Textile, Sugar, Jute, Rerolling, Galva-
nised Iron Wire, Bicycles, Cafleine extraction, Rayon Pulp.

(¢)—A public announcement was issued in November
1955, inviting application from intending industrialists, no
matter whether they are from within the State or outside or
foreign.

(d)—Yes.

(e)—Paper Pulp, Textile, Re-rolling, Galvanised Iron
Wire, Bicycle, Cafleine extraction, Jute, Cement.

J)—A copy of the announcement issued in Novem-
ber 1955 in which the facilities offered were indicated is laid
on the Library table.

(g¢)—The terms and conditions will be decided on
negotiation in each individual case.
Shri KAMALA PRASAD AGARWALLA (Tezpur);
May I know whether any financial allotment had been madé
for the development of industries in the first Five-Yea

r Plan ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI : In the

First Five-Year Plan the industries were expected to be open-

ed in the Private Sector, so no financial assistance was allot-
ted by the Government.

Shri KAMALA PRASAD AGARWALLA With
regard to (d), may we know who are those Industrialists ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI :

| i We will
place a list on the table of this House.

Shri KAMALA PRASAD AGARWALLA: May we
know whether any agreement has been reached with

_ those
industrialists ?
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OPPOSITION RE: NON-PARTICIPATION IN
THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE HOUSE AS
A PROTEST AGAINST THE DECISION
OF THE LOCATION OF OIL REFI-
NERY OUTSIDE ASSAM.

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister,
Major Industries): With regard to some of the industries
like textile mill, license has already been granted for re-rolling
mill, applications are pending, with regard to galvanised iron
wire, no license has been issued, with regard to bicycles also
no license has been granted. Applications have been made
but have not yet been approved. They are under considera-
tion. License for Jute Mills has already been granted.
Cement license was also granted but they have not yet come

up.

Mrs. JYOTSNA CHANDA (Silchar-West): Do
Government propose to introduce power handloom industry
in all districts of Assam ?

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI: With regard
to power handloom we have not been able to finalise our policy

yet.

Mr. SPEAKER : We have come to the end of our ques-
tions.

Statement made by a Member of the Opposition
re: mon-participation in the proceedings of the House
as a protest against the decision of the
location of Oil Refinery outside Assam

Shri HIRALAL PATWARY (Panmery) : @@ wraied, 12
R wem TOTAFA ST AR W8 e ATITEEaT ilaai® fwa ot &
Sl FAFIE ¥ AN TETAS 2wia gt wfoTed Facs cem At
o JtfEzTs 7foh =0 fralw ey | 93 frstea Fers amey 900
At fon cate AT ©ld gfemim e wpmed wfacs | SaE A
gifeg =tF ST 9 aF W 58 oaigs P e da srerTdT
oAAfre AT AT it g | @z @B wfe Tk w46
offaa At | 2 =i St @ 1% smafefem worm FifEas oatalad
gotas AR A I8 /71 W5ch Wp sdeifeT BoAtT 9 @3 BAE-
7191 G f[AAETe T sawtET oate fastcs 5o A9 |

qTF AR, C9F CHAAiiE womm mifime ol fRAEiEe w9
JtEE T2 BATFI] ATCE MTA T[@AY r @w oSeAF e A9
wasAfrs A wifer TEERETICT FCare 5= stqizwiznrs cteatT w03 | 20T
F99 [fice? 78 AvTe A R |

.
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Motion to discuss food problem of the State

Mr. SPEAKER: Now we shall resume our debate on
Food. The hon. Member from Goalpara was in the possession
of the floor. He may now continue.

Shri KHAGENDRA NATH NATH (Goalpara): iy
qqrr qrEien, wifE i oeds 1 AeTemiE e fits orscn IS
e I TR T o MB ) afw simw fTw =iy oy Ttm, T2 Sith
@ e 2 AWTTEPT A2I—2 afawetwzr oM 9ify b e 3w
ol Ttw, 7% @ify @ideq zios Ba w131 4wy wife aris S35 I 2
afem s T2EET A1 521 o=w Beifre ow csfem ords MTPTTR oy
fron  witfr (rfite) @1 Au0T anta—atwieeS Heprem Beifvs G | @3-
FTe T2 F9 cAeE A ABECS T wiEweta oz wem | skdrares gifey Steg
Sitn iG=m criwta 4femy, St Sicn sfvdd fants s Flaeg 'm, frw
T A (AR AT I GRwets w2 3 R w2 |
TR Sitdl @ wivArs T G el wife e witafer s AfFvds
Gtz BAfrs czrm | IS SRIIRT Fawitae covie Wi Twr e Gl
cefata FCd @i AT SR frghr 7% ot Bole rrm—viife S
b Al =7 CETT | Ol TEre? wifey Wt v Soifrs txrw |
S atet =est atfer A ST Folat AT 4wy cottar oty SISl eTan)
Tt T2 ST (T 3 FEACSE ONE ol 95 T ISetE,  wEisie fo
frta =oits g1 o2 TR i @lRcm v St sife e T e
tztg WiF  AdTEees Stca st T B. Hospital =fag

S91S
Tt 20100 IgFq TS <if a=n ctst 75 oo TITFEZEHW—} Qﬁ%
e sfifer @ AT T TN o MR AW e iy qb TH st
e i wiface < SRG9TIees oo MR Sior S g Hospital
=ft fofFela Tan =FE Alls Afitg ) o PR aift sif o i

afgq @teet @ Tl @ifs I st clfw w1 @i SIS iy Fazacy
qfF 9T T@Ce @RliET w9y SRATes mig atd,  cy iy
B 496 Ffw 1 @il fmE frome @ afie 5w afiw stos B TN
Trel Sl SiF 9 FEF Aigs—a S FN | e MG org pr:n
AT GETFE T (FCATA G| WY gl 17 4t i Sfes
@12 AT AR glaTre If4ss ezew | wi@Twa it ot s RIS I o
St deE A Ao, Sl 4T Hate 7% ety corace (T i St
79 ATtz freag ofF e fega aren 539 elicac » o2 Itrd ¥% Ies2a5)
@ St eI ATPEET Tzg—ing TREs srem 8o 2ty |
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fefen TR0z CIRTBI AeAttaics I =lifeg | wifer 3t TeT BT
e ofem =icet cecmaeer @B wf Fretshh afen oz 89 ailia | afem
wifi crfeg TS T Fotih wity; @ RobR Tere FHHRNS GRRT
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Mr. SPEAKER: Order, Order.

The hon. Member will please not cast any reflection to
any hon. Member.

Shri DEBESWAR SARMA (Minister, Supply):
52 A26tcz |

o @Bl AR FATT I | orwtacd T2 @i a8 Rl I @
Tl ey «td T S af waren faq |

Shri DANDI RAM DUTTA (Maogaldai) : s%
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Shrimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA (Katonigaon)g
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am thankful to you for giving me this op-
portunity to participate in the discussion about
food problem of our State. It is really unfortun
part of the country which was always a surplus
sufficient in food has now come to be a State where gacute
scarcity of food is prevailing. The problem has become more
and more intricate and a vexed one after the great earthquake
It scems asif the topography of the State hag been ch:lqnged-'
Inclemency of weather and irregularity of the scasons have
become rather normal features. Flood and drought have caused
great devastat}ons to the economic side of our cultivators, the
yield has not improved. We depend largely, rather absolutely,
on Nature for our cultivation and in the past the bounty of
Nature was never denied to us. The shortage of production
is the cause of the scarcity of food in our State.

the present
ate that this
area and self-
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Again, on the one hand, due to the repeated failure of
crops, the production has been short and, on the other hand,
a very large number of non-agriculturist people have come
over to the State, who are to be fed from this  deficit stock.
Every year the influx of immigrants is being continued and more
pressure has been given on the limited resources of the State.
The Railway, the Steamer Company, the Tea Gardens, etc.,
have also a good number of employees who are non-producers
of the State. _Over and above these, the unscrupulous hoarders
and businessmen have placed the Government in a tight
corner for their speculative bargain and greed.

natural calamities, irre-

Thus, fall of production duc to alam
menacing increase of

gular and untimely flood and drought, )
opulation and speculative bargain of traders, all have contri-
buted to the scarcity of food in the State. Our present Supply
Minister has successfully tackled the situation and has been
successful in arresting the upward trend of prices of rice.

ent have done their utmost to ipcrcase pro-
ected vyield has not

introduced various

The Governm
duction. But due to these factors the exp
been obtained. The Government have
schemes with a view to increasc production. But the expectcd
zeal, enthusiasm and co-operation of the people have not been
obtained. Our leaders must put their heads together so that
best results may be obtained. There may be errors and short-
comings here and there. But my Friends over here and there
and their followers should appreciate that no amount of abuse
and ridicule can solve the problem. They should co-operate
in the proper implémentation of the schemes SO that some good

result may be derived from them.

Government also should survey the causes and engage
village level workers so that they can feel that Government
is thinking of good to them. FEmbankments and drainages
if they have proved abortive, should be corrected and scient!:
fically constructed. The Government officers should also fee
that they must identify their interest with that of the country-

With these words, Sir, T appeal to the House to realise the
ravity of the situation and to rise up to the occasion for 1ts

offective check and remedy.

Mr. A. THANGLURA [Ajjal-West (Reserved for
Schedgled_TribeS)P Mr. Speaker, Sir, I thank you for the op-
portunity given to me tosay a few words in this matter, Well,

a———
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Sir, though I believe that man does not live by bread alone,
yet the present food situation has eaten up a big slice of my
time. I take this opportunity to say a couple of words on this
matter. Being fully aware that the food situation is not a
very happy one, I am torn in between the desire to speak in
favour of the Motion and at the same time to acknowledge

the immense service rendered by the Government towards
improvement of the situation,

Sir, we all know that many people here in Assam, either
in the hills or in the plains, have been faced with an acute
scarcity of rice. We know the situation is already difficult
and to make it worse some people have taken advantage of the
situation to enrich themselves by means of hoardings and pro-
fitcering, much to the distress and misery of the people. But
fortunately, Government have been quite vigilant in this matter
and have spared no pain in bringing the situation under
control and thus amcliorated the condition of the people. But,
Sir, though the means of the Government are somex_vhat limited;
yet by procuring quite a handsome amount of rice from the
Centre, they have taken steps to ease the situation by way of
opening fair price s_hops 'in c.liﬂereatlt places. At the same time
they have been quite alive in taking steps to check smuggling
and restricting movement of rice from one place to another,
While gratefully acknowledging Government’s efforts in

tackling the situation, I would humbly submit that there 13
yet room for improvement.

Sir, some of the Members of the Opposition the oth
pressed on the Government to be rather liberal
help to the tribal areas |in _p_artlcular.
not going to take up such a position.

we live in hills or plains ; none of us would like to be famished,

After all, the horizon of hunger knows no geographical barrier.
So, Government should render relief according to the needs of
the areas, whether they are in the hills or plains

I realise the position of the Government ; they are trying to do
their best, but, at the same time, I cannot but draw their
attention to the situation which the Mizo District is facing,
Many of the hon. Members might know that the people in
Lushai Hills depend entirely on jhum cult

. LR vation, which is a
very unreliable method of cultivation.

g ¢ Moreover, this system
of cultivation is also detrimental to the land. Sir, Aijal, the

the headquarters of the Mizo District, having a population of
over 8,000, entirely depends for the
-villagers, who are the main cultivators,

ther day
m giving
But as for me, I am
It does not matter whether

. Now, Sir,

subsistance on the
But strangely enough,
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though the Lushai Hills is the biggest district in Assam in area,
there is not even a single fair price shop at Aijal which is the
headquarters.

Well, Sir, on my part it may not be discreet to show
ungratefulness to the Government, but I cannot help maintain~
ing this sort of attitude. I am happy to know that facilities
have been extended to the people of South Lushai Hills by
means of air-dropping. Although quite a big amount of rice
and other food-stuffs have been dropped there and the position
of the people also to a great extent has been ameliorated yet
there are people living in the border close to the Chin Hills
who have been still confronted with the scarcity of salt and
other mnecessary commodities, not to speak of rice. As you
know, Sir, the Lushai Hills is sandwitched by Burma and
Pakistan and you can well imagine in what sort of position the
people of the Lushai Hills are living there. So in this matl&:r,
I hope, the Government will spare no pain I S€cing that the
people are better looked after.

e already stated that the

Th i - thi I
en with regard to that thing, I 1aventircly s villaga]

people of the Lushai Hills indeed depend .
When there is heavy rain in the Lushai Hills, the CommumC?-
tion becomes the most critical problem for the peop.le. : Not tho
speak of the absence of good inter-village communication, the
condition of the so-called Aijal-Silchar Road, which ,ISH.HC
main line of communication for the people of the Lushal 1os
is not good enough. This has deteriorated the position
the Lushai people who are already hard hit. But, whet o
if there is good communication, the condition of the Peggre
with regard to rice, etc., could be ameliorated, even when tHills
is scarcity of rice. But the people living 1n the Lushai o
where the cardinal problem is evidently bad communica ; o
their position is very bad. Though I have 2 lot of th"-lfe %
say, as the time at my disposal is very short, T would not Ii
take any more time of the House.

With these few words I would request the Governn}ent_lfo
sce that something is done for the people of the Lushai DS
specially with regard to the communications.

Shrimati LILY SEN GUPTA (Lahowal) : oS
qretwm, AW RN TAGE R cheap grain shop 3t& Ly
TS qeCel IICEADTl B T bl crficatd w4 A ARSI <
wisfcs @2 cheap grain  shop | wwmwm fFg FU | fecRl |

- )

q

e,

&
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Tiig terdtal weEs cafem AART afeE cofom ot aitte WA U
va%ita cheap grain shop fmw =iwtd 21 <ffgs @E TS
fifem 1 «@%  cheap grain shop 3 =@ =te AZw  SFECT
st “iita ofF a7 FEca alets  baFhw {1 et officer ¥ wifW
fifes cotds Twea (Fpal Jdiea TEam Ot siee <ie foa ofea @
aist ofF W Wze food committee © el FiEed  @CTEiE
afgml  ofF Hios aisty afom sin iRy st s cofom A &
srF-cFicd sit@Eim Figwa 4 wita cotgm Az food committee ©
Tea  pawica dierd fwee wlw oty Saie @oiwifs 3 99 a9 = |
frehre cafen It eviE “ biSs M Ta cofem pIsia S ploatss
faca, 173 9118 <liers siSafT=ls Aty = fefs T sl gmm e
dffqeg aite oy iz bigs emizfon | W IFaics wiffe @ oifes &
Gt CFICN TN oi%ars shetsitar =fatgl @2 s wtaiete supply
faststs officer « =iyt fifos @ SfRwcs afem wwiwg o oies
e cofom oSmEis siacs oI a1 e ouifet wift ety SRt —
et 4@ cafem si8a supply @ =@ cofem wfe  supply fFetix
fiws SobAw? TUBHT dTF (e AT (A (T 43901 e Rty ©fF
otEew o aif4 food committee T csrmpal W BTGB E TS
1 @tft fRles a7 cafom sa=viss <9t @@ie s@ cofem @ food
committee it SfT Sife ffm = 9w Te7 e Fiaaes wifie
A 9% TeA IiF FAae A%cd {75 wfw ol wis @@ wfwdr 0
gifit witm, @ wT@me Minor ¥ Adult IR coEim | Rl
Sub-Deputy Collector charge s <itv o8 wifizs =
pige c7itafs TrgfR 92 o Fien 99 @ = Feafem  vea-smes
Gr@FEpl T Cofom Bawid 5. i IfF wkh FReh 1 IR gt
<eq TN CRTAEt AiBS A2 AR | At @R Ny oy 18 98 %9
a1 1 W12 orfdcel @ 3iBed Ot TG B siew e w9
Fd=ta FRCAE i@ si%am AR[eE 1o wmi fimt o siear iieen SE
Ration <fters 521 =¥ a1 @fem aidvw ztoe  Bw sidice
Agim 0 T8 & sieafdft Tt o Ot fiw wh zm 1 @ SEE
Afces w=Zd O FiEcet B IrEE AR =it

T2 wed faeel @ uife & aEm sieay miwe ois o e
fatet Food Advisory Committee =37 o wfF Az =9 st
i {ARETT TCE B8 AR CobReriara an fmt i i S oot fepiet
fa @ @il @i oEas S8 supply wRm awet St <R
wifer {1 Tf[Fa Catg @12 9F[F ¥T =9 37 9 50

fa<F *777 BeoiivTs, WifoI® TR e seiifiar, cr st foms,  @Seh
S5y 4l | %@Wﬂ@ﬁﬁﬁﬂmwgwmlmmwmgé 247

wqy ooty 29 AN 5% 591 WS o=wts gfRa ffecn | wicolcy 3092
sAfFmice AMT-<17 C=fem =7, % wifem «% NeEfer gwg fime @2 TS
iy« TR e 1R TS T dfen Asfs wifge ity ot i ARIET
g a@ifsm 1 =iy tfes @ts s sfag  aieg e (fs F3@
smfog e FfRT =ifim)  wifT oifies sitgem @ afeom v widliEd
stesm eE I5-a7, Te-az, cbil-TE wifig cfs, dRe fAfits <, 9
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e qUa? Afmd @ Besde z9 Atm oF fFaea (ertaE 499 e P
afem aetre, sia s w=a csfeom vawita p-Alz, Te-TiE viff T3
Tl ATTF BeiiEs Ffaa a1 wZva @fees 45, Te wiff T dfs
Ffaca 4t AGRTE g «om 73 Adfta | SR Alfe oRfEE 9

s =fEa Attt ez =@ witg | O AE T @ 3 e ¥
s 70 12 TS FR-defq ARECE ata Fom 7 At i e
Bt = it 72 @fom @ifer 777 «ta oz Ar—Iersea iz offe. @
femed afe@ =5m Sfs ez At | et A o A0 ASIR
TS C4fS FFRA GAICA | foraen, A Sl /50 O/, FIERR Shis
/3¢ OF ataeatz At fa wws faead cicztar wacd e TR
A TT@ CERETe gt TIm A (e st P e GRS
1% @iF Afs @1 2 e Wiy foft Iued | pasEas gkl 19 A=
i @fsats gl «4ifFT | oEfE 513 aar Al &= o CIBARIGE |
=4 S TGS A 4 azrae Atgza g e 29 AT

-2

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Ministers
Agriculture): wlaEE Grata T 9 7 (P IZT9 A0TEl g ?
% oS i FABCT GRiTT atAef Read w wzl @I e 94
It q%ET T2 @ IuAs zea g 42 [FWcd enquily =faT |

Shrimati LILY SEN GUPTA (Lahov}ral)éi DRG;
FF S5eY bTe ey wHm Ha | @@ Tz transicrre area
frmcats | tordfat aitew  wm cn wtgm farws ilb S wfag @l
s 12 W@ wm e Aot | of o oA FHeg T T |

i Supply fRetda & = T wttg (Srdte Clentral

Government 3 #m waz Afmie e aif AR T2 GBI
el TR | TEA WS At Am prga ifrEca o, 5 SRR
TS BI®A witfem @i w1z7 slx e Wﬁaﬁﬂﬁﬁ;ﬁiﬂﬁﬁ afesl
otFE 53 o Toe 4199 I fFead wfag ated 1 T T e a7
faqc 4 fizfs oo At com clfs st @12 | o3 AT 3tz M
forsSter =5m sifa #itta o Tt sawica foaet fwa @ieol |

FfafFetlm Demonstrator fAmteg cdifgr  TACH TAR e
Afcst | cAfST s wifsws) w91 Demonstrator 8 9itg | (STAR
Demonstrator « aifez Guifes wfw ctaica | Demonstrator fale
Matriculate a1 under-matric wre ifs R A TA QL
72T I AN T o Bentdt wites SwrenE 20 ofF =y A
47T TN ITRCR DAL AT 5T i waet (681 T AR e 47
5I8AT AAfR=TE S S TR A wmpst piger aify =79 A0 AW ST
tate HA7 T T2 sHfawicet Tt =g =f5y oy wcg 11 GTE FiEcd @2
e sawiea AT TS Aitg 78 o mrs iR

i'
:
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Shri MOHIDHAR PEGOO [ Jorhat (Reserved
for Scheduled Tribes)] : =il W= Wz, JIEMT A
TR TACE Sl oF-ReF gt witaiem micatm iR f#ivs iR
Ret 30 2 Ifecere 71 ol @it —Sreie AifF crits Sfte—
T A7 St s @S’ o1 T2 guiuis @iw s9ea B fiog |

grF Teeiva, @it witatdie Jita 9sg fadlad it Obklce @tis
T e Fiad G It o6h =@T Aot dvtsis aive Siesats
it ozt wata wtsits O @f gokm gE wied nEea aF FRI aieet
@A @T4TT 2l o[dg T Catg—at et afents wifds  yogeret
e [T A4 AT,  firze—F @49 vl adeEE ot S st
g Aigfow wr@tsd | S5¢0 A EEEal Sfer wie ofF offefem w5t
ofs agea wifr 4= o/ IA=AT 1 Balw pares  ART A s
ewsitfar AAfqwen ¢z e %R 791 9w 2aiw wiecd? Aiife axisifas G
E 1R s AT T wblEe 2 Afn | ol fEaer af¥ere
¢its =it sridiE stelfde IfFcre Antete 3% sl e IS IRl
A atazics i Sedtva i it )

SHTT Eien, W2 AEE i AfRfERR wwen iRt e —afi
TES @B T FA D FEI cAren, Wi R R AT T @
e ciita Ote U= TS 291 IR0 —aify 9t amE Tt Sfse
AE ZLAE cofEiBem | 1o A53E v et wt it Felte 5ol Tebres —
TR @2 CIOF Saon J5 T ot orfsfem @ce I699a @8 vy
T A7 9 @iE el Sed wim ) wlnie W AT IEBE e
TR «ECBIE? I T wEife T wma) T

VLT T2, PR wRet fw wfRem o wiw @ w6 aoes
AT GIAT W@ e AF iy G wmw b I i s
Btz wdCd &1 AT G e W' ab FificewE MR sigst
AR T colfem, a's s fSwiela b g%y w2 shifta w1 mivey
Wa2itdR Mes Srs wifer = dews S8 Fife @1 1%y e sE T o
AT CFACS  FIA-RI@N A IF ¢zl s @R wreiite oig Bestg
3 gl AT A e G AteTs wimm oz @R TP e
gblered (2 WifErg | 9 TPUR CNTRRA i tr claie v a1E e
T A AT ST T Ffom wftn o @iem frsme gy
CrEFtae GAF ST st ARl «is st spem i 1 o
sfRars M Tt Fdhe 6w <[ 9 @dim b

FETT T, B 2l AR TS ety By o -
cofara st =eet Nt R4ER A e ate e, ﬁi‘;m m%\z
Tofee fFae A2 @2 [T OB TN wedce wify gp g stz
q2q @ O sldeaz A Goyernment of the people, by the
people and for the people,” @& wmmig Soiffg w94 a0
oen ¢ery IR oieE? SN Fd-wvame Beife oo PRI, YA
Iiris 53 #HET 2[SIT F9 AP 5161 | @ig 27 @1 A2 GRS BT
s Ficot=a ol (ST CFEs Oiiamst  whamig sk T2
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ST TCEITE, 747 e i o st @i ate sfme frea
Tolas TR TG et 7T o wiE 1 12 AR G ople STl
TFCA Afe AFaT FIN FfT a4y T TS ate fettw
TH TR At T @ CFEiE AR cfa, ap et ota” @2 FURe
TS Altd | Atzes «fem WP 4wy M TEEE TACE T-AiNe A 3
e |

Shri DEBESWAR SARMA (Minister, Finance): 772
AT o=, A PinfE Y’ Sats @B w4 wiaEE oleddr e e

Shri MAHIDHAR PEGOO [Jorhat (Reserved for
Scheduled ; Tribes)]: Sum wiedds ztm @ ot afrg
AZCT2 I —adi@ o Atamcm oirs om0 A2 qbtre ©F AT
CTolFcas wifd =3 a@oifs A |

AT T crEs Saicy we @ (vaA AAGIeBd eras  citatatd 9
wote  “mzfs FAmifEAeh” @2 3@ A8 o T CFACS ERARE
LAt NS itz T T wfE ST TS TR 2R ﬁfm
R 1 7 TmeF e mat rAFe b TR @ AT at ﬁj
TR MRivE w2 wiF e T e a—sigdres Featd 1 e e A9
Eﬁﬁm%‘tﬂmﬁwﬁlmgﬁ sty AEEd 9eig EAFE =g , s
S =C et R SR A tte 4t el A eme R A |
CIEAIE O Wil afema o/ = =iacacsl 92 corded mn-sﬁ?rmtf
o3 sfm A o omen | i e 3, A e @R
AT T ACS =T sldciceh ofmred FAcd  Toqces 4 TS
M Sl a1 it 2me wreta cripe BAtm A 3w S
A wta 9 o ot w3 et cecezcd Primary Panchayat
RAFTE 590 A 7 vt o AifFca  AwToEia T91 ar 4T
TR FF fren writs = Aifw i e aatil TR Gawldl eried
ZNIES T b7t ol wgtmatTs o it e OfF A g T
YU Ti2iTs fremd =fm odifgm | g Sliae Jacel 7% A T
I 9Iits G182 i At ot qeq fAfrms Af@sim e g T

e GF 4t Pivs @S wis Far g @3 4 A" oAfaid fams2
AT =7

TGF R, AT pemn < - & o g e |
TCAT B 17 557 miem eEF e @b

Bt S 2SS oy sy scaica Azcalt g o 40
:nfamlﬁﬁg Wmﬁiﬁiwﬁ% \;rrﬁl STl oF Gl qwar AR

Swami KRISHN Lkra-
ihar): 1R s NANANDA BRAHMACHARI (Ko

TR, T, Safs weifi—-ored #1412 e 2 | T
e T4 ife ﬁﬁ@?ﬂaa%tqﬁhqﬁaqm ‘\:J“\:)E{T"merc%j g cziald fioe
bIICa orid FHac [ [T =est qrap s | wicecn 7' A e ©fe I
g, 7' TR Tl lfea e

: AT 7 wfacw, 79 Clieadt Aifed O
BITT (20, TS T AR, O war-ata1er wifers cavg | wilifhe alfer T~

AAtaet 5T G G2 W1 FTis ©ig stainet czem 9 P Satat op4id TG
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0 A+[-TFE TG | CRRPTICT 9 +14m ol colted sfafes @ SifmeR
A% ot T T % A-TEF IR S Sived ATelm NIRRT I
T Z91 T8 ClveTid AT widor el aet B sleed
TSNS 1909 94e Iifga, g-4 559 Jg=mi qows 9T @3- I
I ATws The ifen, oR ot Af%s &2 Rl Afde Z4 |
SIS Fa-aia Stely [4dma 22 b 24 = | sfigfor quuriel? FeF
RN YA TR FEF WA A 0 TS S Gl AT &2
CRET =e[-T53 9Bl <415 75 cvl ol AR oft =eet el i
gt (ricy et i oae SR cir TRee rleiRie S
TE-TZI TICF 29T 20917 0T 7 g T e R0 | I
Qfem [T MeGF 20 cofem 754 72w, AR T zeae Gl 4
e T T BRI TE fEca A g Si%s qaish qificg @i
glF W 4w T TR T ARG g awic iwis zieis Gl
CAFI CEUy Wi WihEit zieiE ziws Giww 9fe o Fiaeg | fFE=t
e RS =iz ofe entd o 0 v T cefem ) o @i @fem
INT (T AlTEinm 2w ot e R TS citd sy B R
fefafga | se=ica «i9-6184 fwa= T5a7 zlos ey, % Tgiga A wfe
@SS AT FMS  AfE Siw biEam =5is Aidq Fz= fre @ ais RS
7] FRIZI GCIFA oG AEs Wity | oeREPT aict qiiR TS
COSTEATT AT Tt 471 2[TErT ST iR T wew wRE oW P
aizme focaft A oM At Uzemwcz a@le s bW SRI Et
T T AT A IR TR G A 3R soh ze Siaest
faezm  =ifeat |

1 gifern affm o7 @Ifzen viT tifee oo wifTe gwq Fiafe=
TE R (PIRETE tifeT bR aof 9% oot stfwetet =0 | ot COER!
I TR T e AT 92 ST AT T8 ezl G T T
@ote 18T e | SITGT 2COIT TE-ANIET @% o wifAg 9t | o
I ZCAe T TASH e SicEelfET titelr w@ferte @5l IS |
o7 TRAST FIACL TS A Afvy Al TRiTeR a@ie Gt e
m%mﬁﬁmﬁmtwmmmm| Q% g TN qE]
R I TN TS [0 Sl W e e el 9ede Ate
fretd croTTl wiedl T GifST o/ its o) g =@ oISl
g7 qicd @T |

Shri SURENDRA NATH DAS (Patacharkuchi) ¢ SieE
Gy AR, 4T TR T Ime icaip T vty | wify e
CIftBR SPTIS AMTT TOR =9itS o1Efes wrdmiest T Ife qigd Ty |
o Bifae FiER 2l <39 ifzeg | meﬁacﬁfﬁmﬁlﬁ‘cg @ bifds
e AT BNTT 23 AR 1 FHeNeT ol qoy ahy e A2
T© qEANT I AR 1 BT, T, TS, afem, qweeh, 2R
Gt sHtbe Terial Clels cife ataaiiic =i Ffeg | 3aig BdfRe wEIIHT
meet wpest A ZA om0 SR e w5 cofenEfiE | AAAMTS CR-
QT B a1
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Y seTeeE TepAiEda At Sien st AEim GieEd Gl frrg | OR
= (T Gt A6 AT A TR sieEa atelt g | Tare cifsfed
= AE Bt few A qEies oiemm citedtw afFm Aifaies 1 GriRd
q@ats ARy ey AT R A A 5igA i RATR dvEe
foq At | o bt SfeAR wnlT wis_wite) =S el TR |
477 Azrm, o wwAw FAm Vigilant Clommittee, Business Gom-
munity @iF sawfal  zifFEr 9Fe 7 CTAE Tl oS _Tesigh
ficg | %3 w4 atm oo wbos 0 AlRds @@ TR a2
At @ W9E Ty 9wed o czew 1 ¢ AEE mEa A fer@@l
ACE oA wifem mieatl @% Griwt Gl e ARE AT AfETE /3110
MEE Aaa (oo fratr @men F=a Aol «Z Biead CrfFmE TE
5iTsE Bl wws oW few Ale, e 9w meads g <A
AfecE. . T2 W e o fils sawe 1 Apex  Bank
ity Site B @ fwatm Tz wfaca ofaeed pigs fAend FiW
Aical  =ETel cAmE  fdes  Grow-More-Food Campaign
7ztal Grazing Reserve, dereserve e | Tz eifafed S
%33 qeld 7 791 (72 TEce cAaadit), s, F=1 Toifre =@l
AR She PP whCAd | FF A cobrreT iz I
BB B %R cobmtrr fm cotal miz | =ielcs i oefer a1 Se
At qiea TeE diffem, b oaz i, pfeera T9E JifFF, OO
@ cafen T A (T e atn aify ¢ q8F 2 A G
52 afeate Trelitz wieg | cEfmle Fiscm g | e o 7f
GCTEm TSl s et Wz afsate 4afd @ clfe R
witg | oiEwEed @t oA 3fE oot iz | orRwEcd il TR
T cifon Trm A A A cooe wEar A (AR e
WFE2 1 1 T feeE 4w fwa an @ aAAffea o2 g@ed I3
G 2| cAfor B Bl i qie Al cAforce oibs Aficd A
:w"@ IS D%@w 4f5 =7 oM = ? o fAamcaa Contractor 1 Z
i a;rel?gonstrator:f sfes qdc? | ddfers (1 @ cfeTs TZ“’*’
e mf_‘;_?rmtﬁmm?ﬁam ﬁTeE@WC@T?ﬁHM] oa 4fqE F
sl q;a%\') ;ﬁ‘i E};ﬁ “mrca i oS cafgucs T T A 1
Sl el 1=eieet 1 Sfow wie oia Al @ ATs cdAfeq Rt
T IS AR | % frelcel ong T cvas R g o2 T

MM 2i2ew o2 Toa =l s > : 4foTe®
: o st e wiw AfReifs fZoler oaRd ol
TS e, FaZ TN ot fodrs wacEt e fFoes T
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iz 58 3 i '
mfﬁi CF;%CE”C;F @I T TS Atzgs Toord =T it & CW’FE fr3
e A el ©55 sk wi cAfor agea aes G0l
“Iiscws WTT@E AU AT TenE @3 wer cotaR A o
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QTTEA TN 1 999 TS ZACS! GFT AfowE 8 (iR 4m @R
a1 4i7c fHfgz 1 Aoe 49 aiftdla Tas v i g fRa ash =11 &Rl
qbfra e 71 corewa e e Fw-gw ol sR el e
AuEifbafae gits 929 SR 7516 T beAsid e’ Attt cefentce
it dtwrrenifEeied TiE et ath 39 9T

Shri TAMIZUDDIN PRODHANI (Dhubri) : wiw
qqrF O, G s 1 diwrreni B e o fRvw @ e
TS T2Ce! ANEDT FEw, W 9uk T 39 Y |

T, wiE 4391 EEAE GithE e fooas B SifB o) wiEs |
@2 439 @A AFSTE TEIBIE =z | ure hws Sl o s
Aferat atfr atfz<e 515ta a1 @2RE stads @S TEINT  YiFETEm
gips (zrg | Alw wify ¢2 gt 4y 9w, R, R, e,
sfetdzaim St Teiilw einfer wranelfREte @ i
fafem  ¢slith2 o= wigwd @) o) wad Aferss 9w e fie
ciioiis xCg | baFica afre @M biSsd (isie 999 SR et
dfozsfaate @udle 29 0z itz ifers 12 = whce oied [ ciaifa-
ciferaFaa T@e Fola AT [ [at qifiiea sis A2 oot |

e 9% 4eelw atqa Fiffm s @ cotdes 99t siheT WS T3
afate iz 419ta e, Sie 4t fata fre T4 st @ o= t«mc@:g
WFE TE0E CIATS Sis fFefta ) TR A foeTe sites wigz-
falwa F === ? -

atfer =Aela 2lota Aiqez A=t A shen IR w1 Tew St
fi =l @i T5-Fra 42 @ity |

QETF AR, AT oo ol cifs Tt awie it ol SR
wiel® QT 3ien Sien ST AT @ cifsrersar awesw shed ma )
on TR T8 7 cfm—aew 5i3s cfems ateses @lebicy
@t rg !l FhRd iRl fmd e Affae oo e T i
e witfed (12 AT @ R T ey, few ST e AT e Sluice
Gated % 7AFTS AT ARGF TS eAE 117 ciakls B AHT T
cifs-aifs AT AN o=iT e =t T3 At w3 i frew wfomer ok
g 1 G RS 43T AP & 3t fm o ofs ghell CAdT IFHT
e aiF ©fS Sluice Gate fifiats wdfefRm  seug winismir cife-
s 2[fReRET TS TR 72 0= Wity | afi @B JafeRs @iy Sluice Gate ¥
Teg TRA_ CCTRCA TSIRT el miwiw faw  wifpe i A
AT A2 T 1 AT R A Rrwn saed) w Ao oReets «@s
R THT TS 63T T=e B9 AR twrn wiw wiwica A4S 4foTIR
e A ot AF 4 TR T terg 1 gam aees w3 ¥ clitn - «®
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WS fR9 flataws 1 T4 9 2 959 TRy FE, % I IRy FEes
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Shri DEVENDRA HAZARIKA (Saikhowa): Mr,
Speaker, Sir, when I think about the food problem in our
State I find the sky is gloomy. In spite of the eflorts mac.le
by our Government they cannot see clearly when that sky will
be a clean one.

Sir, in a welfare State, the first item of the Government Is
the food. Unless one can get food one cannot survive. S0 I
believe, all the activities and schemes of the G(_)V(frmnent_ should
centre round food. I would like to ofler in this connection one

or two suggestions.

We find that different schemes launched by Government
cannot get equal response from the people of all parts
of the State of Assam. In some places we find that the response
of the people is quite good and in some places 1t 18 inadequate
and there is no enthusiasm or support from the people. It 1s
perhaps due to the reason that in those places where the Govern-
ment do not get adequate response, the pcg)PlC there are gene-
rally backward—educationally and socially. I'hey cannot appre-
ciate the idea. When a revolution comes from the bottom W¢
get greater chance of success, but when a I‘CVOIUU.OHJS 1rnp(iSC
from the top, there is little chance of success. Similarly wiell
we put forward any scheme to the people, if they cannot 1€¢
homely, we cannot hope to get adequate response from them.‘
So, 1 would request the Government to s€€ that itis oBY
the way by which we can create equal enthusiasm amongst
the people in all parts of the State so that we can make the
different schemes successful. If we could do so to maxe
all the schemes successful which have already been taken
up by the Government and which are - already
in the hands of the Government I believe we will be able to
attain the goal and we will be able to solve our problem, So, Sir,
from my practical idea what I see is that in certain places
people are over-enthusiastic, and in certain places enthsusiasm
is lacking. In those places where the enthusiasm of the people
is not adequate, it should be our foremost duty to pay more

Vi v—
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attention there with a view to create enthusiasm amongst the
people, and our officers to whom we entrust the responsibility
should be well-equipped with the ideas and knowledge. Sir,
in a way it should be taken as long-term programme about
which I have suggested above.

Then with regard to the short-term programme I would
request the Government to make means so that the people can
have their purchasing power , and to provide employment to
our people. I think, only criticisms and allegations  from
certain members of the House, will not do any good. I have
heard during the course of the discussion in this House that
people in the Mikir Hills live on roots of jungle trees
not because there is no supply of rice but because the people have
no purchasing power. Similarly I would also like to say
something with regard to some people living in certain places
in my district. I have heard in the previous years the people
have no purchasing power and they have to live on roots of
Jungle trees. I do not know the position this year, As for example
some people interior of Tingrai, Doom Dooma, Hapjan and
Saikhowa Mauza have to face great difficulty as the position is
very bad there. I have got also reports that the people of the
Abor Hills transferred area and Mishmi Hills transferred area
had also similar difficulties. The people of Morkongselek area
have been suffering since the great earthquake. The people
of Saikhowa are facing great difficulties, and the people of
Sadiya whose lands have been eroded by Dibang have not
yet been rehabilitated and the people are having similar
difficulties. In some places of Dibrugarh Subdivision such as
Bogdong, Lahoal, Jamira, Rohmoria, Mancotta, Moderkhat
Gharbandi, Chabua, Pulunga, Rongagora and other Mauzas the
people have no purchasing power. There is supply of rice, no
doubt. There is cheap grain shops,but the people have no money
to purchase. There are tea gardens in the localities to provide
employment for them but they cannot get job there. There
are already surplus labourers in the tea gardens. With'regard
to their position, Sir, if I say, it would not be out of place—

“Water, water, every where
But not a drop to drink”,

So, Sir, their position is like this, They are within water
but can not drink a drop. !
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Adjournment
The Assembly was then adjourned for lunch till 2 p.m.

After lunch

Shri DEBENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa):
Mr. Speaker, Sir, in the first half of the day I narrated about
the lack of purchasing power of the rural population of my
district.

Mr. SPEAKER: T notice no senior Member of the Cabi-
net is now present in the House. So, I hope, in fu@ure “{11?11
discussions are going on in the House at least some senior Minis-
ters will make it convenient to be present in the House.

Shri DEBENDRA NATH HAZARIKA : Similarly,

Sir, so far as my knowledge goes, in many parts of the
plains district of Assam, people in the rural areas have to under-
go great difficulties in purchasing their requirements of rice from
the ration shops. So, asa short term measure, I would like to
suggest that there should be test relief work all over our State,
So long it has been the practice to give self-help work sometimes
50 per cent, sometimes 75 per cent and some time 25 per cent of
the actual cost of the work, Bu this year, I hope, the percentage
may be reduced and the test relicf increased so that our people.
in the rural areas can engage themselves in manual work and
carn their livelihood through i during the coming months
before the harvesting season. After the harvesting season is over,
we do not know what the situation would be. We are mostly -
dependent on the next cultivation. Sir, the food crisis, I think, -
is due partly to our rice mills also. Mill owners generally
hoard rice for making profit. If these mills are nationalised,
I think our problem of food scarcity will at least to a certain
extent be minimised. If the husking of rice is diverted to ‘Dhekis’
in villages, a section of gy population will also. be engaged.
It has alredy been a Professed policy of our Government to give
reater stress on cottage industries,” and husking of paddy is
also a cottage industry. In this connection I would also like to
suggest that paddy should be supplied to our rural population
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and also to the tea gardens, who accept it. There will be
population who would welcome paddy instead of rice. They
may ecasily and comfortably husk their own paddy. Dheki
rice, as you know, Sir, is also much richer in vitamin
contents than the rice produced in mills. So I request our
Government to think over this suggestion and see for themselves
whether our rural people welcome this suggestion. The next
thing that I want to speak is about supervision of fair-price
shops. Present supervising arrangement is, to ‘my mind, not
effective to the extent it is expected. I, therefore, suggest
that the supervision of the fair-price shops should be entrusted
to the village Panchayats, members of which are elected by
the people themeselves. Because, if a committee is formed
by the Supply Inspector or the Supply Superintendent to super-
vise over the functioning of these fair-price shops, the committee
formed by them may not represent the correct view of the
people in the villages in as much as these Supply Inspectors
or the Supply Superintendents are not expected to know
all the village people receiving supply from these fair-price
shops. So, I request Govermnent that the supervision of fair-
price shops in rural areas may be entrusted to the Primary
Panchayats. Of course our officers of the Supply Department

should see whether these Panchayats are effectively supervising
or not.

Sir, in the first half of the day I mentioned about the
enthusiasm of the people in different parts of the State. I
have already stated that the sense of responsibility of the people
in all parts of the State is not the same. So, I request Govern-
ment to see that really good and efficient officers with sense
of responsibility and with Missionary zeal are posted in the
less developed areas of our State so that they may create en-
thusiasm of the people and canalise their energies and effort
in such a way so that we can produce more. Sir, I do not
like to take more time of the House. In conclusion I request
the Government to create enthusiasm amongst the people in

all parts of the State to produce more so that we may be able
to solve our food problem permanently.

Shri MAHANANDA BORA (North Lakhimpur): 7
Tzivd, A2 AT TR ICADTS @telvte sfRkts wRe e R SR
Gl TR0 |l @' WS AT ) e zre, G SITEbTS
B TN ARED (3Us (@ iR (IS vy sifafes <7 9iba (208 | FRIE
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3fn gl WS @if A= e o e 2 E-Ie RS AR AR
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M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minis-
ter, Agriculture) : Mr. Speaker, Sir, really, I had no
intention of taking part in this debate, but natural as it 1s,
while discusing the food situation certain problems regard-
ing agriculture have cropped in and referred to in course of
the debate by the hon. Members ; and as such I am
compelled to rise to reply to the same :

Sir, in fact, after assumption of the charge of the Agri-
culture Department, I had to be overwhelmed with numerous
representations and letters regarding the food situation in
the country and this was done possibly taking it to be a
problem of the Agriculture Department to be tackled by
it directly and primarily. In order to avoid delay in dealing
such correspondence, I had to issue a statement in the Press
requesting the public to direct their correspondence to the
Supply Department as most of the matter referred to was expected
to be dealt with by Supply Department and that it had nothing
to do with Agriculture Department. Of course in, this debate
to. I find the same mistake being committed in as much as
many of the matters which are not directly concerned with

Agriculture Department have been referred to this Department.

These would be replied to by my colleague, the Supply Minister.

I will only take up those which refer to Agriculture Depart-
ment primarily.

In course of the debate it has been said that the affairs in
the Agriculture Department have not been up to the mark and
that efforts should be made so that production in the State
would increase. I am entirely at one with .the hon. Members
when they say that there is great scope for improving the day
to day work of this Department for the purpose of increasing
the production in the State. It may be known to the hon.
Members that the State Government and the Central Govern-
ment have increased the target of food production for the
Second Five Year Plan. In order to achieve that target cer-
tainly the work of the Department alone is not sufficient ;
we all must work hard, we must put our heads together so
as to achieve that target figure. In order to do that certain
setps have been taken by the Department about which my
colleague, the Finance Minister, stated in details on the floor
of the House the other day while delivering his budget speech.

Sir, it has been complained that the seeds supplied by
the Department do not germinate and that very often the
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Department is not in a position to supply the required quantiy

of seeds and whenever they do supply they do so at suc
an hour of time that they aré of no use.

Sir, as far as potato seeds are concerned, I stated on the
floor of this House on the other day that the Department did
not supply potato seeds in the last few years. As regards padds
seeds it is a fact that the Department has. bcgn dfstnbutmg the
same but the quantity required for distributing is much mope
than what is actually being distributed. Naturally when the
‘demand was more and supply was less there were difficultie
which we had been experiencing in the past. 1T can appre
ciate it. T informed the House the other day that in ordey t
meet these difficulties, Government proposes to start seed farps
“all over the State and to spread them in such a manner so thy
each National Extension Service and Community Developmen
Block will have a seed farm for multiplying primary seeds in the
Second Five-Year Plan period. Sir, when this i being dOnf,
I hope, the problem will have a long term 301}1“0“’ b“t,_lﬂ
the meantime, I agree with the hon. Member’s suggestios
that more efforts should be put so as to obviate the Imme
diate difficulties. T assure the hon. Member who complain

ed about it that we shall pay greater attention to it so tha ‘
these difficulties are removed.

Sir, it has been said by the last speaker that some of t#
officers of the Department are too ignorant to give any ad:.-'m?
to anybody. When the First Five-Year Plan was put in®
operation the work of the Department increased terribls:
Particularly to cope with the agricultural programme t."kﬂ} 4
by the Department itself and those by the Community Project
we had to recruit a large number of untrained persons as Demor-
strators. Those people were taken on a temporary b"‘s.ls’
~with the idea that the services of those people would be dis- |

TR

pensed with when the position would be eased, but, Sir, ini[
~order to meet the new increased programme of food pro.
duction we are not in a position to dispense with the services of .
those people. The Department thought over  very seriously,
as to how these people  could be equipped without .facin'gj
them to unemployment and we have accepted a policy thay

these people who ‘arc untrained should be given facilities Forll
further training in a short course. Unless and until the un;
trained personnel p

! ass such a training course, they may pqf
be retained in the Department. Therefore, T do not thiy,

after this programme of training is put into operation,
" complaint will be there.




19571 FOOD MOTION 1315

Some Friends complained that since the headquarters: of
the Department is in Shillong there is not much supervision,
but I can tell the House that the Department has accepted
a policy of having four Deputy Directors with their headquar-
ters in different places of the State. At present there is one
Deputy Director with headquarters at Jorhat ; another is
at Gauhati and the one for the Hills Districts in Shillong.
‘Therefore, it is obvious that we have not centralised the orga-
nisation here in Shillong, but it is working in a decentralised
manner. But I agree with the hon. Member that there i
room for improvement in this matter. The question of
rationalising the work load of the officers of the Department
is in hand and T assure the House that it will be looked into very
soon and seriously by me so as to improve matters.

Sir, it has further been said that the statistics issued by the
Agriculture Department are far from correct. I explained
the whole procedure about it the other day on the floor of this
House in details. T said on that occasion that these figures
are called Agricultural statistics more by courtesy. I add
here that except the last act of multiplication, the vest of the
work is done by the Revenue Department in close co-operation
with the Statistics Department. Since these figures are arrived
at depending on human agency and not on any perfect scienti-
fic method, it is very natural that thereis scope for mistake.
But in any casc all over India, in all the States, the same procedure
is being followed in order to arrive at such figures, If we
feel that the figures are wrong, if we feel that these are not
sufficiently correct and scientific enough, we will have to put
our heads together in order to evolve a new procedure, but
till that is not done we have to follow this procedure of arriving
at figures in this manner. 1 can assure the House that
this question is also receiving the attention of the Government.
The Government is very seriously thinking over/as to which
this procedure requires any further amendment or modification.

I bope, T have been able to cover most of the criticisms
levied against the Ij_eRar tment in this House. 1 also assure the
hon. Members that it is the intention of the Government to
increase the production in the State. Tt is not only the head-
ache of some particular persons but it is the headache of the
Government itself. We feel that if we want to make a permanent
solution of this problem of short supply of food we will have to
increase our production  target. But it is not possible for " the
Department alone to tackle such a problem without the



1316 FOOD MOTION [1st Juvry,

Co-operation of the hon. Members of the House and the public.
It should be the endeavour of all of us to find out a permanent
solution of this problem.

I quite agree with the sentiment expressed by my Friend,
Shri Mahananda Bora, that there is a feeling in some quarters
of the State that it is for Government alone to solve all problems
of the State but, no problem can be solved alone by a Govern-
ment however competent it may be without maximum co-
operation of the people. 1 in my task of improving the work
of the Agriculture Department, in my task of achieving the
target of maximum food production, invite the CO-opcration
not only of this House but of the people of the whole State‘at
large, through this House.

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Supply):
Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is unfortunate that the hon. Members of
the Opposition have clected to keep away from the House when
such an important debate is continuing. It is they themselves
who initiated this debate. It is not for me to presume that the
Opposition wants to use the high price of rice as a stick OI}IY
to beat the Government with, and they are not concerned with
the welfare of the people.

Sir, various hon. Members have taken part in this debate,
and they have thrown very valuable suggestions. Government,
no doubt, will take note of all these and try to solve the pro-
blems as they arise on the lines of those suggestions and to the
best ability of the Government.

__Sir, I propose to reply to this debate in 15111‘6‘3 parts. (1) ,I
will make a broad general statement regarding the food posi- H
tion, (2) I will briefly state what Government thinks to do in
future, and (3) I will try to reply briefly to the suggestions £
as offered by the hon. Members, if time permits. If T cannot &
reply to all the hon. Members in detail, it¥is not because the
points raised by them are not fit to be noted, but because, it is
the time factorfwhich may stand in the way.

Since last year the problem of food has been a matter of
concern in Assam as elsewhere in India. The decontrol of
foodgrains was announced with effect from 10th July, 1954
by the Government of India. Immediately after decontrol
the market prices of foodgrains sharply declined and such situ-
ation’remained till the end of 1955, The causes for rise in the
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prices of foodgrains since 1956, which have been discussed
at different levels, are generally as follows :

(1) Mild inflationary pressure caused by deficit
financing.

(2) Increased economic activities under the Second
Five Year Plan.

(3) Difficulty caused in the bordering areas in conse-
quence of Partition.

(4) Speculative hoarding in some cases in the excepta-
tion of getting higher prices during lean months,

(5) Suspected smuggling of foodgrains in the adjoining
areas of Pakistan in the past where the prices
were abnormally high.

(6) High prices of other essential commodities imported
into Assam.

(7) Increase of population, which is very considerable—

(1) Naga Operation, which has brought a lot of
people from outside into the State.

(¢7) Influx of refugees, which is considerably higher

during this period, than perhaps in most of the
other periods, and

_I would submit that there are lots of Pakistanis in Assam
during these last few months, more than at any other time
They come with or without visa. '

It will appear that the causes for rise in prices (which is an
all-India phenomenon) are not mainly local in character.,

Our production figure for the last two

- ‘ears as re d
by the Agriculture Department, is as follows: } oty

1955-56 %t -» 16,66,446 tons (in terms of
rice).
1956-57 r .. 17,07,189 tons (in terms

of “rice) as per final
forecast.
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The year 1956-57 began practically with no carry-over
from the previous year. Besides, we are to take into conside-
ration the quantity to be deducted for seeds, shrinkage, wastage,
etc. After making a deduction of 121 per cent for seeds, was-
tage, ctc., the total quantity available for consumption is
14,93,800 tons. The total population of Assam including
unadministered areas of North-East Frontier Agency accord-
ing to census of 1951 was 98,43,707. Since then the popu-
lation has considerably increased owing to natural increase, influx
of refugees, military operations in the Naga Hills and various
development projects taken up by the State Government. Op
a rough estimate the present population can perhaps be esti-
mated at 1, 10, 00,000 and the consumption of the present
population at 15,42,000 tons. Hence there may be a shortage
of about 50,000 tons of rice this year. Accordingly the
Government of India were moved to allot 50,000 tons of rice
to Assam during the current year. An allotment of 26,000
tons has_been made for the whole of Assam up tll now and a
special allotment of 7,000 tons for the Naga Hills. It is expected
that more rice also will be available. Besides, a regular monthly
allotment of 3,000 tons wheat is being made by the Central
Government for Assam.

The average market price of common rice from January,
1957 till May 1957 in respect of important centres was Rs.21 per
maund in January, Rs. 21-8-0 per maund in February, Rs.22-8-0
Per maund in March, Rs. 24-3-0 per maund in April and
Rs.25 per maund in May till the middle of May.

It will appear that since February, 1957 there has been
gradual increase till the middle of May, 1957. Since the middle
of May, 1957 market prices have shown down-ward trends:
I most of the areas. The rice mill owners were contacted
and persuaded to release rice at prices lower than the existing
market rates. Largely for the co-operation extended by them,
the ex-mill prices of rice have gone down by Re.l to Rs.2 per
maund. The average market price of rice in respect of im-
portant centres is now Rs.23-19.0 per maund.

It is expected that this downward trend will be maintained.

The State Government have been quite alive to the food
situation since the b_eglnning of thelast year. Even when the
prices were not highin January, 1956 the Government of India
were approached for allotment of rice for distribution through
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fair-price-shops under the apprehension that prices might go
up during lean months. Accordingly about 20,000  tons of
rice were received from the Central Government during the
last year for distribution through fair-price-shops at Rs.18-8-0
per maund (generally). The State Government godowns
at Karimganj, Silchar, Dibrugarh, Naharkatia, Tihu and
Jorhat were placed at the disposal of the Central Government
for storage of rice. They also engaged hired godowns. at
Shillong and Gauhati for opening Central Government depots.
Since September, 1956 distribution of Central Government
rice  through fair-price shops continued. The number of
fair-price shops which was 627 in September, 1956 was raised
to 1,028 in November, 1956.

In this connection, Sir, I will also give the number of
fair-price shops at the moment. By the middle of June, 1957
we have now got 1,164 fair-price shops. We have opened further
22 fair-price shops. Now, Sir, Jorhat has got 82 fair
shops, Shillong 358 Nos. , Mangaldai 52 Nos., Dibrugarh 139
Nos. and in this way as 1 have stated earlier we have now by
the middle of June, 1,164 fair-price shops.  During the last
fortnight we have opened another 70 fair-price shcpg’ i diffe-
rent parts of the State. Sir, with the new harvest the number
declined to 945 in December, 1956, 874 in January, 1957. 760
in February, 1957.670 in March, 1957 and 747 in ‘J’\pril i957
In the month of May the number was 957. The 111111115e1- l‘ias.
now gouc up to 1,164. Sir, the actual qu

My 4 antity of Central
Government rice issued in May, 1957 was 4,303 tons.

-price

I have already stated the quantity of rice that has been
obtained and allotted so far. In order to combat smuggling
a Control Order was promulgated. Sir, the total quantity
received in Central Government depots up till now during this
year 18 about 16,500 tons and the balance of the allotted
quantity is in transit. Besides the distribution of rice through

fair-price shops the following steps have been’taken b
ment to tackle the problem :— y Govern-

1. In order to combat smuggling a Control Order was
promulgated in November, 1955 reggulating {}?e nfmfement

and distribution of rice/paddy in the bordering belts. Addi-
tional enforcement staff have been

appointed in the border
to enforce the Ordex:. Thus the scope I())f' smuggling has been
climinated to a considerable extent,
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2. Another Control Order was promulgated banning the
movement of rice/paddy from Assam to any place outside
without permits. Up till now it has not been necessary to issue
any export permits.

3. Assistance is being rendered to private parties for bring-
ing rice/paddy into Assam from outside. In fact, considerable
quantities have been imported by Assam traders on private
trade account and Indian Trade Association from outside,
besides the quantities imported on Central Government account
for consumption in Assam. Thus the total availability of
rice in Assam has increased in view of absence of export. In-
formation has been received that the Indian Trz_).d_c AS‘SOCIaHOn
alone has imported 5,16,965 maunds in terms of rice from out-
side from Ist January, 1957 to 15th June, 1957.

4, The Central Government was moved Lo authorise
the State Government under Essential Commodities Act to
seize the hoarded stock, if any. Recently the Essential Com-
modities Act has been amended by the Cent_ral Government
and the State Government have been a,uthg)};lscd to acquire
any stocks at a price which is thc average of 3 months’ market
prices in particular localities. ‘This new measure will go a
great way towards the release of hoarded b_‘tOCks. In fact t_he
millers agreed to release their stocks at prices lower than the
existing market rates before this legislation was enac.ted. 'l'_'o
cite one instance, one miller in Dhubri as also others in vari-
ous other places already supplied 2,000 maunds of rice at
Rs.22-8-0 per maund for distribution 1n the deficit areas of
south bank of Dhubri Subdivision. This ricc was dlstl*lbqtcd‘
through retailers at Rs. 23 per maund, the transport cost of
Rs.1,250 being subsidised by Government.

5. The main problem is not so much o§ scarcity as lack
of purchasing power of the poorer section of population. i
order to help the Ppoor people to acquirc purchasmg power
steps have been taken to organise test relief works wherever
necessary and feasible and the following amounts have already
been sanctioned by Government for test relief works:—

Rs.
1. Goalpara i .. g i 10,000
2. Nowgong - - .. 92,000
3. Jorhat - . o 10,000
4. Gauhati A% ) o 25,000
5. North Lakhimpur 10,000

Sanction is also being accorded for Rs.50,000 in respecy
of Dibrugarh Subdivision,

- ey -—;«M,‘
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6. Sir, besides this, a very considerable amount has been
sanctioned to different subdivisions also to help the agricul-
tural population for purchasing cattle, seeds and other things,
and in the matter of granting such loans the Subdivisional

Officers and other District Officers have been instructed to be
SEhv-laberal........

Shri DEVENDRA NATH HAZARIKA (Saikhowa):

On a point of information, Sir, what is the amount of test relief
works in respect of Dibrugarh Subdivision ?

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Supply) :
Sir, I cannot off-hand give the amount of test relief works
in Dibrugarh Subdivision as required by my Friend, on the
other hand we have already instructed the Deputy Commis-
sioners and Subdivisional Officers to carry on test relief works
wherever necessary and feasible. In this connection the Deputy
Commissioner, Lakhimpur, has also been authorised to start
test relief works as best as he can. Sir, I can assure the hon.
Members of this House that no test relief works will be held
up for want of funds because the policy of the Government,
as was stated by my Friend here, is not to make our people
a race of beggars. We want to do as much as possible.  Sir,
in certain areas I have suggested that if the people do test relief
works for four hours and spend four hours for their own
works, daily wages to the extent of Rs.2-8-0 are to be paid
in such cases. No matter if the rate is high, we want to hel
the people who have lost their purchasing powers. So, Sir,
more or less the District Officers have free hands in the mattes
of the test relief works and also in the matter of establishin
fair-price shops in scarcity pockets. Government have taken
these steps in order to ameliorate the condition of the people.

Where transport costs are high, local officers
instructed to subsidise transport costs
offered by the millers from the points beyond which trucks
cannot go to the retailers’ ShOpS in the interior. Millers
already agreed to release rice at Rs.22 to Rs.24 per maund in
different localities according to local circumstances. But as
Central Government rice is sold at the subsidied price of Rs.1 8-8-0
per maund, the demand for local rice, the price of which
is much higher than the Central Government rice.is small
even in spite of subsidy allowed for transport.

have been
for movement of rice
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7. Local officers have been directed to form Subdivisional
Food Committees and arrange for distribution of rice
through fair-price shops. In certain hill districts where trans-

ort costs are high, provisions have been made for issuing rice

and other food-stuffs at subsidised rates. Arrangements have
been made for issue of rice at the subsidised prices in the Lungleh
Subdivision of the Mizo District, Naga Hills and Garo Hills
Districts.

Sir, I would briefly state the steps taken for subsidising
foodstufls in the hills :—

In the United Khasi-Jaintia Hills District, rice is being
issued from the Central Government Depots for bordering
areas in the interior of the United Khasi-Jaintia Hills. The
ex-godown issue price at Shillong is Rs. 18 per maund. Trans-
port cost up to Rs. 2 per maund from Shillong to the interior
places is subsidised by the Government of India ,  that 13 to
say, where the transport cost does not exceed 1RS.? per maund,
the people even in the interior get rice at the same price as
people in Shillong, giz.; at Rs. 18-8-0 per maund. As the
transport cost is deducted from the issue price of Rs. 18 per
maund, the amount of transport subsidy 18 not separately
sanctioned. The total amount of relief cannot, 1—11e1‘¢f01‘e, be
immediately ascertained.

Furthermore, Rev. Nichols-Roy was pleased to say
that rice should be made to reach the cONSUINELS, SO that there
may be less chance of smuggling and corruption. Sir, more
than a2 month ago, we had a Committec of representative per-
sons, both from the Shillong town and the 1nterior representing
various interests. Some Members of the District Counc}l were
also there and we decided that rather than giving delivery of
rice here in Shillong, it may be taken 1m trucks to the point
where these can go, so that the retail dealers can take delivery
of the rice from those parts, and a programine should b,"i‘ S0
phased that rice may be carried on different dates. The retallers
may be informed of such dates so that they can come and take
delivery of the same. I regret to say, Sir, that the scheme
could not be put into operation till to-day due to various reasons
and influenza is not an insignificant factor in causing this dis-
location. But I hope in another two Or three weeks® tim¢ We
shall perhaps be able to reach rice to the consumers.

In the Garo Hills, in the last financial year, Rs.13,900 has
been spent in transport subsidy in respect of rice supplied t0 ‘the
Garo Hills. For the current financial year, the Deputy Gom.

missioner, Garo Hills, has submitted a scheme for subsidmg

/iy
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transport cost in respect of rice, sugar, salt and kerosene
oil, to be distributed through 24 fair-price shops in the out-lying
rural areas. Six thousand maunds of rice allotted to Garo
Hills from the Central Government Depot at Gauhati are being
sold at Rs.21-8-0 per maund throughout the Garo Hills, the
transport charges varying from 12 annas to Rs.11-8-0 per maund
from Tura to the places of distribution. During this fortnight
* the allotted quantity was not available from the Central Govern-
ment Depot at Gauhati. Arrangements are being made for
supplying the same from certain mills of the Goalpara District,
so that rice may be available at Rs.21-8-0 per maund in the Garo
Hills by subsidising transport cost and the difference in prices.
In the scheme recently submitted by the Deputy Commissioner,
Garo Hills, to the Tribal Areas Department, there is a proposal
for sanction of Rs.1,50,000 for the current financial year, in
order that the transport costs of allotted quantities from Tura
to all out-lying areas may be subsidised in respect of rice, salt,
sugar and kerosene oil. There is a Budget provision of Rs.74,500
for subsidy for the Garo Hills and the United Khasi~Jaintia
Hills. Action is being taken to provide funds as required
by the Deputy Commissioner even by obtaining advance from the
State Contingency IFund in consultation with the Finance
Department.

Sir, Captain Williamson Sangma, who is unfortunately
not here now, again repeated his stock argument that when
Government could give Rs.50,000 worth of cloth, why they
could not give rice gratuitously ? Sir, T need not take the time
of the House by repeating what I said. Suffice it to say thatif
Government gave Rs.50,000 worth of cloth free, it “’asfbecause
they asked for it. Government could not foresee that Captain
Williamson Sangma and others would change their minds
and turn round and say, after the clothes were purchased
that no cloths were required ! Sir, I will not dilate on this point,
I have indicated to Captain Williamson Sangma to give his
own plan how to ameliorate the condition of the people in the
Garo Hills so that Government may be able to see what can he
done about that.

Mizo District.—During the last financial yvear, a sum of
Rs.10,000 has been spent for subsidising transport cost of 1,000
maunds of rice from Silchar to Aijal for distribution through
fair=price shops, anc_i Rs.6,000 for Lungleh for subsidising the
cost price of local rice at Rs.6 per maund. Since 1954-55,
in view of the difficult transport condition in the Lungleh Sub-
division, transport costs for essential commodities, such as salt,
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kerosene oil, sugar and Moida, according to allotted quantities,
are being subsidised. Sir, I will only briefly state the amount
of subsidy, although I have stated it once before, that the
Government have to pay in respect of these commodities in the
Mizo District.

Sall.—In 1956-57, Rs.1,25,390 and this year the estimated
amount is Rs.1,34,070.

Kerosene—Last year, Rs.25,715 and this year Rs.31,200.
Sugar.—Last year, Rs.21,620 ; this year Rs.22,176.
Moida.—Last year, Rs.4,870 ; this year Rs.6,180.
Rice.—Last year, Rs.16,000, this year Rs.38,100.

This year, the subsidy by way of transport alone comes to
R5:2,51,726.

In 1955-56, the actual amount spent on this account was
Rs.2,57,000. The actual expenditure for 1956-57 has not yet
been worked out. There was a total Budget provision of
Rs.3,00,000 for Lungleh under the Subsidy Scheme. During
1957-58, besides salt, kerosene, sugar and Moida, 1,700
maunds of rice have been arranged to be air-dropped ; 700
maunds at Lungleh and 150 maunds at Bualpui have already
been air-dropped. The details of the allotment of rice for
different centres are as follows:—-

Transport sub- Selling
sidy price
A

¢ \
Mds. Rs. Rs.

(1) Lungleh . 700 24 per md. 20 per md.

(2) Bualpui “ 156 24 o, f: S

(3) Lungleh - 350 22 " 20 it

(4) Bualpui - 250 24 ,, 18., it

(5) Demagiri . 2500 18 5 0 20T
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Thus for the 1,700 maunds of rice air-dropped, the total
expenditure incurred for subsidising transport costs will come
to Rs. 38,100. The rate of transport subsidy in respect
of essential commodities vary from Rs. 9 to Rs.22-8-0 per
maund in Lungleb Subdivision according to local conditions.
So, Sir, the conditions are such, I would concede, what has
been done has not been able to relieve the distress entirely.

Naturally scarcity is great and the distress of the people is very
considerable.

Sir, the prospects of  Aus Paddy which were not previously
bright duec to continued drought have now become better in
certain areas in conscquence of the improved weather condi-
tions. Aus paddy is likely to be in the market within 4 to 8
weeks. If there are no natural calamities, in the meantime,

the arrival of Aus crop is likely to ease the food situation to some
extent.

As a result of the steps taken by the State Government and
the Central Government the situation is now under control and
there has been definite improvement.

As regards the imported food-stuffs, such as salt, pulses
sugar, etc., Assam is wholly dependent on other States. The
State Government have been regularly assisting the private
traders in importing suflicient quantities of decontrolled food-
stuffs from outside. With a view to climinating mal

v -practices,
a new system has recently been introduced according to which
the private traders are required to book all the consignments

in the name of the local officers though the commodities are
being imported on private trade account. The Deputy Com-
missioners and Subdivisional Officers will endorse the R/R’s
to the parties concerned and excercise some sort of super.
vision over distribution. The number of wagons placed at the
disposal of the State Government are regularly sponsored by
the Trade Adviser in favour of genuine traders.

Sir, during the recent months the sellin
wagons at certain profit at those rail-h
has practically diminished to zero.

g of permits for
eads outside the State

Then at the request of the State G
‘Board has been pleased to allot 6 adhoc specials for movement
of essential commodities into Assam. As a result there is no
dearth of essential imported food-stuffs and in Assam the prices

are not higher in comparison with the price prevalent in the
production centres.

overnment the Railway
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The rise in prices of food-stuffs and other necessaries of
life in Assam should not be rcgarded in insolation from the
general rise in prices throughout India. Even in some other
countries of the world the prices of commodities have gone
up. All possible attempts are, however, being made by the
State Government to keep the situation under control as faras
practicable.

Now, Sir, having stated what has been done during these
few months, 1 will now briefly submit what we contemplate
doing (I would like to use the word “contemplate” advisedly
as, we have not yet worked at the scheme and even  we
think that there might be some t:llélll.ﬁ(“}; The  Govern-
ment thinks that the trouble regarding food is mnot coming
to an end. With the coming of the new harvest n next Decem-
ber or January, even this year we think that the Government
should be prepared to face such difficulties not only durin
the remaining period of the Second Five Year Plan but also
we must guard ourselves against any emcrgency and eventu-
ality in the Third Plan period also. Although there is no
control, if I may say so, we do not welcome control, and yet steps
willhave to be taken by which we can face such emergency.
But the Government proposes to hold stocks sufficiently to be
able to influence the market and relieve the distress of the
poor consumers in crisis and for that purposc Government
proposes to buy and stock some paddy every scason.  For that
purposec we shall I'qu.lilc g()(l()"-’\"“:": and the (J()}'(El‘}llll(‘,llt has
decided to have at least one godown in each subdivision. Here
also with regard to the question of procurement of paddy, several
factors combine and complicate matters. ‘The market is not
so simple as it used to be in early twenties and after the first
Great War. In our scheme we have to take 1nto consideration
three factors. We need hardly stress that the interests of the
country and the growers of paddy are the first and foremost
in the mind of the Government. The growers of paddy must
have a fair price for their produce, as they are 1o purchase other
essential necessaries of life, Thercfore, under all these cir-

cumstances, they arc to be given a rcasonable price for their
produce.

Secondly, comes the question of the consumers. The
consusers shouldsbe enabled to get rice and paddy at resonably
fair prices because all our countrymen, by and large, are poor.
I think, Sir, I would not be far away if I say that about 60 per
cent of our population have to depend upon purchase of rice
today. So the question of a fair price for the consumers should
also receive adequate consideration of the Government,.

iy =
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Then before I go to the third category, Sir, 1 take note
of the plantation labour into the category of the consumers.
The Indian Tea Association representatives are big buyers
of rice and paddy in the market. Therefore, their require-
ments will also have to be taken into consideration.

The third category is our trade. In our society, each
section and cross-section of the businessmen have their assigned
places, and each section has its functions. The welfare State
has to look after the requirements of these sections of the people.
The trader has also to get some profit from the trade to which
he applies himself. So, Sir, this is a matter of consumers, the
purchasers, and the trader. So the difficulty arises on account
of competitive markets. Normally we cannot fix fair prices
for the consumers and the traders, who can always look after
themselves, just like ourselves. So, Sir, we are contem lating
that the purchasers will be co-ordinated so that all the three
categories I have just mentioned may have a fair deal, and that
Government will be very loath to use the powers that they
have in regard to this procurement business. Government
will be obliged to use the weaponsin their armoury only when
they are unavoidable. I hope and trust that with ~the co-ope-
ration of all sections and classes of our countrymen, Government
will be able to execute their responsibility to the satisfaction
of all concerned. Sir, by this we will be able to pump in more
rice and paddy whenever there is up-ward trend in the price
level, and whenever there is a down-ward trend, then we should
look to the interest of the agriculturists, and try to purchase
at a higher price so that the equilibrium in the price-leve] may
be maintained. TFurthermore, Government contemplates that
effective, as far as practicable, if I may so say, check posts will
be installed on the routes from which our experience in the
past reveal that paddy and rice had been smuggled. Sir; we
hope that with all these steps combined with the good-will
of the people, perhaps, we will not find insurmountable diff-

culty in maintaining the price level for the years to come and
also during the Second Plan period.

Now, Sir, T would briefly refer to the criticisms which
my Friends have offered. Herein, Sir, T am in considerable
difficulty. When I listened to the discourse of the hon. Member,
Shri Patwari, opening the debate, it reminded me of the mem-
bership of a club in my earlier days. In the food debate all
sorts of conceivable subjects, I do not say they were not im-
portant, they are to the point and sometimes very helpful also,
have been introduced, and it has reminded me of the football
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club of the Jorhat State Railway in the years between, perhaps,
1910-15. Membership of the Club was limited to students
who travelled by the Jorhat State Railway.

Any one who had travelled by the Jorhat State Railway
could be a member of the Club and others could not. So
also in our food debate all sorts of subjects are introduced.
As I have said before, they are not irrclevant, they are very
interesting. But unfortunately I have no time to go into all
these things in detail. But one thing I would like to refer
as read out by Shri Patwary. He said that for want of two
Naye Paise a truck had to come back from Tihu. Sir, I
extremely regret this incident. It is an instance of gross stupi-
dity on the part of the officer responsible, for which this
Government holds no brief. But such thing could happen
only beacuse of the soaring prices of the food-grains. So,
unless and until the rising food-price is brought under control,
unless and until sufficient food-stuff is produced 1n our country,
some difficulties will have to be faced by our CONSUINEIS. But,
Sir, for want of two Naye Paise one has to go back 50 or 60
miles with his truck empty, it is simply inconceivable. Let me,
however, mention here that this oflicer does not belong to
this State Government. He is a Central Government Officer,
and we are taking up this matter with the Government of India,
and will try and see that such things do not recur in future.
I must say here that the intention of the Government of India
Officers is not such. Recently the Deputy Sccretary of the
Government of India came here, and he tried to straighten
up the difficult situation created by the so called rules as best
as he could. He was pleased to stay here for one day, and
we had the opportunity to discuss with him all sorts of matters
that some of our officers and the Government of India Officers
also have to encounter due to those irk-some rl_ﬂes. _He really
rendered us very great assistance by issuing directions so that
our people may not have to fice this sort of avoidable diffi-
culties. As a result of his wise and practical directions Our
dealers are now in less difficulty. Even so, there are: certait
difficulties, and we are going to take up these things with the
Central Government so that the remaining difficulties may
be solved to the extent it is possible. Itis to be, however, remem-
bered that whether it is the State Government or the Central
Government, things have to be done according to certain pres-
cribed rules, and rules impose certain restrictions, and our
people, if they find itinconvenicnt or irk-some to comply with
these rules, that cannot be helped. When things are done
on a very big scale, we have got to conform to certain rules,
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But we should try to straighten up the rules, as much as possible,
- 80 that the people may have to face the minimum of difficulties.
Sir, I do not find any more important point to reply to, as
raised my by Friend, Shri Patwari, and particularly when he
declared himself as a ‘Jaha’ rice eater, we wish him good luck.
May God help him, but the Government has very little to do for
him. He produced some rice brought from a certain fair-price
shop given to him by a friend. Some of the hon. Members
have given him fitting replies and I do not propose to go over
1t once again.

My Friend, Rev. Nichols-Roy, had said that there should
be a change from fair-price shops to ration shops. This was
one of the main themes of Rev. Roy’s speech. I am surprised
that the hon. Member is not aware of the difference between the
fair-price shops and the ration shops. Because there is no
control we are issuing rice in very small quantities to consumers,
During a period of abnormal rise in price of essential commo-
dities we expect that those of our countrymen whose income
is not more than two to threc hundred rupees should not be
put to the hardship of having their entire requirements of
rice from the open market at exhorbitant price. Therefore. we
make efforts to supply rice to the poorer section of our pe:)ple
at some concessional rate. At the same time, the purpose of
these fair-price shops is not to cater to the needs of the entire
population. The purpose is to pump in more rice to stabilise
the price level. Unfortunately, I admit, we have not been
able to put in so much rice for distribution through
shops as we should do. This is due to the fact that the Govern-
ment of India have not enough rice to cater to our entire needs:
they have to look to the other States. Considering all these
things, all that can be done have been done. Fair-price shops
are no substitute for ration shops. He further said that cor-
ruption should be stopped so that rice may reach the consumers
Sir, on an earlier occasion I had stated how we are trying to do
this. He laid great stress on corruption. Sir, we all want
to stop corruption as far as we possibly can. Save and except
those who are directly benefited from blackmarket, no Orlfe
else supports corruption. But let us all search our oywn hearts
How few of us make actual efforts to check corruption ? If
a large number of our countrymen would have made honest
and sincere efforts, at least wvisible efforts, to check corruption,
then it would not have been prevalent in the magnitude
that it is now to-day before us. How can they check ? I ma
be asked like this. I may advise that citizens may suddenly

fair-price
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go and give a look in the fair price-shops and try to see what
quantity of rice was obtained and what quantity of it has been
sold and they may easily find out how the fair-price_shop dealers
behave with the people. A Government Food Inspector may
not be able to know this because he may not be quite acquaint-
ed with the locality. So, it is the local people to know better
about the local fair-price shops. They can know the actual
position whether the consumers get actual help from the local
fair-price shop owners. Only just for chatting some local
people can drop in the fair-price shops, take seats and smoke
a little therein and in the meantime they can watch what is
going on. If the dealers find that some people are keeping
a watch, then they will be more careful and there will definitely
be a check on their blackmarketing. In this and various other

ways our Friends can check corruption.

My Friend talked of non-fulfilment of the conditions.

I have asked the hon. Member, Mr. chry Cotton, to
look into the affairs himself as I am unable to give the exact

detailed information in absence of the Khasi and Jaintia Hills
Officers in-charge of Supply while he is down with influenza
and we have appointed another Sub-Deputy Collector to
accompany him to the place. If that officer is found to keep
fit then that matter will be looked into. In the budget debate
I went into the details in my reply to the points raised by Rev.
Nichols-Roy. I am surprised to find that he put so much
faith in his Christian leader and he did not care to understand
the entire things himself. I am sorry that he has adopted
that frame of mind. All the same 1 also approach him for
taking the trouble of having a personal survey of the Khasi
-and Jaintia Hills affairs as best as he can. I see the limitation.
He is an elderly statesman and he cannot be expected to go
about the sundry affairs. But certainly on Sunday and other
off-days he can look into different parts of the hills (4 vorce—
Sunday is a prayer day.) What prayer can be more fruitful
‘or nearer to our creator than trying to serve the poor Ecople ?
If we serve our poor people in our villages visiting thelr door-

steps then we have done a great thing. So, I submit that he

would render such a service to the poor people instead of always

harping on the same thing on the floor of this House. If he

really Tooks into the affairs himself he will feel convinced that
things are not exactly what is represented by his Christian

leader. :
Srimati Chanda mentioned that prices are still high,

S_hrimati Gohain said that unless and until we take to construcs<
tive work of grow-more-food, even if God descends on earth; we
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cannot fill our belly with food. Both of them are quite
correct.

Captain Williamson Sangma  said that the food position
is very acute and jhum cultivation cannot feed the population
in the Garo Hills. It is known to us that, as in other areas, in
Garo Hills also the food situation is acute and so Government
are trying their level best to seek the co-operation of Captain
Sangma in ameliorating the condition of the people in the Garo
Hills by bringing some relief for them. He said that rice
should be subsidised. Sir, we are already subsidising rice and,
as I stated already, if need be, we will give further subsidy.

He also stated that test relief work should be sanctioned.
Sir, I repeat that let Captain Sangma organise test relief works
in the Garo Hills and he will find himself in no paucity of fund
for that. But for that proper schemes shall have to be submitted
to the Governmment. He knows about it being the Chief Excu-
tive Member of the District Council.

Shri Ramnath Sarma from Nowgong gave very valuable sug-
gestions. He mentioned that there should be a research bureau
to find out the causes as to why there are vagaries of weather
found prevailing at the time of cultivation and also drought
unlike before. For about the last two years, particularly last
year, this difference is very great. While the Dibrugarh Sub-
division and Sibsagar District are under heavy rain and flood the
greater portion of Nowgong and Kamrup Districts are dry and
as such the Aus cultivation fails. So, a research:bureau is ve
necessary and Government will take the matter into consideration
and see what can be done. He said about river valley projects.
We are thinking of such projects and the Kopili river is going to
be the first big project of all such projects that we are going to
have in Assam. Let us hope that by the end of the Second
Five-Year Plan we shall be able to make a beginning of the
Kopili project by which lakhs of acres of paddy land might be
reclaimed. He also spoke about tanks which perhaps in ancient
times served the purpose of irrigating paddy lands. But itis to
be seen that if there is no rain then those tanks will be of no. use
as no water will be found in those tanks. I am sure the Agri-
culture Department will try to do what can be done in -this
connection. I may mention that this matter is not ~within the
ambit of the Supply portfolio. Wherever the pumps purchased
by the Government of India are lying idle, - they are intended
to be brought into use irrespective of the fact whether the people
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are able to pay for their use or not. I am requesting the
Department concerned to use those pumps without further
delay so that any paddy lands can be brought under cultivation
as quikly as possible.

Many hon. Members talked about Kaki reclamation
project. This matter will receive consideration from the De-
Department concerned.

My Friend from Mikir Hills Shri Sai Sai Terang talked
about rat menace and said that this also adds to their distress.
I do not know what best can be done in this respect.
But I think some medicine has been discovered, for instance,
Gammexine, in order to scare away rats.

I think, in Goalpara Subdivision or somc;vhcre else, that
rats were creating havoc with the crops. This matter needs
careful investigation so that we can stop .wasta_gc and damage
to crops by insects, pests, rats and other wild ammalg. I am not
sure, perhaps, 8 to 12 per cent of our total crops go 1nto wastage
or destruction through these extrancous things.

Our Friend, Shri Gopesh Namasudra, from Patharkandi,

was very vigorous in his statement that he meant as if by

bringing paddy from Cachar by railway some Ministers
were responsible for increasing the price of PaddY, and rice
in Cachar. I regret such a statement. Any comment is needless,
but, in Silchar last year certain mill-owners of Hojai stored
60 to 80 thousand maunds of paddy for transporting them to
Nowgong. It was in December or January last. But owing
. to the Control Order and certain orders of the Deputy Commis-
sioner, Cachar, this paddy could not be removed by the
buyers. This paddy which belonged to private mlll-owners
of Hojai was stopped at Silchar. Permission was issued for
removing this paddy from Silchar to Nowgong. One thing
has to be noted that the quantity already purchased and stored
in a godown at Silchar was checked and Yenﬁed by the
Deputy Commissioner ; so the argument that since this paddy
was ordered to be removed, prices in Cachar went up, does not
hold good. No other purchases were made in the market.
I submit, Sir, that when this paddy was purchased and was
to be removed the price of paddy and rice at Silchar or Hailakandi
did not go up beyond the price that was prevailing then
in the North Lakhimpur Subdivision. He also mentioned
high prices at Patharkandi. A telegram was sent to the Subdivi-
sional Officer, Karimganj on Saturday evening and a reply was

o




1957] FOOD MOTION 1333

received last evening and in it is stated that the market prices
of rice at Patharkandi and Karimganj Town were as follows ‘—
The price of rice during 2nd fortnight of April at Patharkandi
Rs. 22-8-0 to Rs. 23-8-0 per maund (of course, I am giving
wholesale rates) and Karimganj Rs. 22 to Rs. 23 per maund.
In the first fortnight of May at Patharkandi Rs. 24 to Rs.26
per maund and at Karimganj Rs.26 to Rs. 28 per maund.
In the second fortnight of May Rs. 24 to Rs. 96 per maund at
Patharkandi and Rs.24 to Rs.26 per maund at Karimganj.
In the first fortnight of June at Patharkandi Rs. 94 to Rs.26
per maund and at Karimganj Rs. 24 to Rs. 25 per maund.
By the time orders were passed for removal of this paddy,
which could not be removed for paucity of wagons, the price
actually went down bv Re. 1 per maund.

Sir, the present position of Central Government rice is
stated in a news item from Karimganj on June 30, 1957. Tt
stated thus .—‘‘Seventeen thousand and five hundred maunds
of rice, despatched by Government for Karimganj Sub-
division, have arrived here. This rice will be distributed
at Rs. 1850 N.P. per maund through the fair-price shops
in urban and rural arecas. Besides, fair price-shops at
Karimganj Town, about twenty more such shops will be
opened in rural areas shortly.” Further, it is stated that a
meeting  of the Karimganj Subdivisional Food Committee
was held on June 25 over which Subdivisional Officer presided
and amongst others, Shri Jojneswar Das, a Communist
leader, participated in the discussion. All the members were
unanimous that fair-price shops should be opened in rural
areas to give relief to the people. Tt was also stated that
already relief to the cyclone-affected people in several areas
has been given, and that the Government would surely help
in distributing rice to the people. So, Sir, what my Friend
sought to make of the situation does not hold water.

He further said- that due to wrong alignment of embank-
ments people are suffering. Sir, when the experts draw up
a scheme for alignment, they cannot have the alignment near
the river bank and in order to keep

: ey it safe from onslaught
of the river this alignment has got to be built at a safe distance.
In this, it is always found that certain families living within

the alignment suffer and in order to obviate this difficulty
Government is trying to find out land for them in some
safer areas and this will be done as far as circumstances
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permit. Sir, these alignments are made for the greatest
good  of the greatest number and consequentlty some people
are suffering but Government is trying its best to give
relief to these people as far as feasible.

He was also, I should say, shedding crocodile tcars for
Nowgong people. I wish he left Nowgong alone and looked
to ]:Lls_ own constituency. This [ am saying because he was
speaking critically ; so my reply will be such.

My Friend, Khagen Babu, said about a controversial
matter. He said that the health of our people is depleted
owing to poor and unbalanced food, therefore, we must have
more food, rather than have more T. B. beds and
T.uberculosis Hospitals. He said that 10 or 20 years ago we
did not have Tuberculosis cases or Tuberculosis Hospitals.
It reminds me of a sad incident of my boyhood. A villager
near my village was suffering from some serious illness. Some
people of the place thought that he was under the influence
of aghost and brought in some Ojas, who kept him on a bed
and, put some chillies under his bed and put fire on it and
they recited some Mantras. These chillies produced pungent
smell of smoke but unfortunately the man suffered terribly
and the Ojas chanted Mantras and they said that the ghost was
leaving and put more chillies into the firc and unfortunately
with the leaving of the ghost the man also breathed his last.  So
it appears my Friend’s suggestion will take this turn.

He also gave another suggestion which requires serious
consideration. ~He said that if we do away with mills and
revert to Dheki, perhaps, there will be less scarcity of rice.
This is a debatable point. I have my own feeling and inclina-
tion towards that: If perhaps there werc no mills, and’ if
paddy would not have been supplied to the tea gardens and
other places, except the town of Shillong and other industrial
town like Digboi, perhaps, the poorer people might have
been better off. Here they would have been able to make
their cakes, they would have got rice particularly to make
their tiffin, and they would have got better husks for their
cattle, but with the mills coming Ginto our society, we not
only miss broken rice, but also we miss that paddy husk
along with bran.

If T may say so, Sir, we may miss a portion of our health
also, because, those who used to husk their own paddy, in our
areas (Sir, I am talking about 40 to 50 years back), particularly
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the ladies used to have less difficulty. But, whether the wish
in doing away with the rice mills, is a pious one , or it may
materialise into an act, I do not know. Let our Friends ponder
over it, and advise- us.

Shri Radha Kishen Khemka was also pleased to mention
about giving of rice.

Shri Sarbeswar Bordoloi gave very valuable suggestions,
He talked of control of the price of rice as a policy of Government.
He also talked of food commodities, and recommended that
Panchayats should be alerted to look to the price, black-
marketing and proper functioning of fair-price  shops.
I think these are very valuable suggestions, and Government
can neglect these only at their own peril.

Shri Dandi Ram Dutta from Mangaldoi mentioned that
our cultivators in their lean months had to borrow
exorbitant rate. The other day, one person fr
and gave me an account as to how K
our people dry to their bones. He h
and addresses of the persons to whom

of rupees for a maund of paddy. The Kabulliwala also stood
at the door of the same person and said, “If you would have
given paddy at Rs. 22 per maund, the profit would be Rs.150,
so now your debt to me is Rs.150. T herefore, you will have to
give me rice which shall be worth Rs.150”.  This 1s the way
how our poor cultivators are being harassed by money-
lenders in spite of the fact that the “Assam

Money-Lenders’
Act has been passed more than two decades back. The
poor cultivators have mnot been able to take advantage

of the Act. I wish our constructive workers ag also our Govern-
ment agencies and private individuals hasten to complete the
programme of our co-operative societies both .o production
as well as for marketing, ~ so that we shall be able to relieve our

poor and ignorant villagers, .7.e., the cultivators, from the
harassment of the money-lenders. 1

That is the onl to
my mind, and we shall have to hasten to it, TSR

money at
om Nowgong came
abuliwallas are sucking
as also given the names
a Kabuliwala gave a sum

In the current budget, we have estimated a very good
amount. During the current

i Pl 1 hall be able
to do something appreciable, Whi::h Wi OPS, e

. 1l oo a long way to help
the poor cultivators a great deal. o :
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My Friend, Mr. Thanglura from Aijal, also spoke about
the distress in Mizo District. I think, I have covered all his
points in the meantime.

Shrimati Lily Sen Gupta spoke very well on the subject.
I quite appreciate all that she had stated, and I still more
appreciated her speech in chaste Assamese. Few of us can
speak so fluently and in such fluent language depicting the
picture. I know that she sings very well and when she
tells the wants and worries of the people........covviiiint,

Mr. SPEAKER: How is that relevant ?

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH  (Minister, Supply):
To me, there is some relevancy regarding the ability of the
hon. Member of this House in her efficiency = to place
the matters of her constituency so properly. Sir, I beg to say
that she has done it admirably well.

Mr. SPEAKER: I think, the Minister 18 referring to
her musical attainment.

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH Sir, the tales of worries
in music by one cannot detract from one’s efliciency.

Shri Mohidhar Pegoo from Majulis poke on yital matters.
I think these points will go to the coOre of the subject.

Shri Krishnananda Brahmachari, in his exposition of the
themethat he has put up to-day, has raised the level pf
debates in this House and it has ennobled our hearts, Sir,
although food is necessary, but food alone is not enough for an
Indian. He should also have character, and character is funda-
mental of the national life............c--c-->- s

hifzaEcte Btee b @ W s @l (ot ey AT
S AT ATRARA | ACRAgT  mwawa zoq qzeel e qfE it ey
Stasata @fiesy coragdl T2 SeIET Atz T firm mwAya BT
co%tatea iR gt AR S dRfelT TTe erdTs |

et o
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(AT TiF G TN FE @ RTEhT ot w=ie . wtes
TS AT =leet cr “FaAtE A ol gm PisfE o edw” Wik @
1 M A%qF A FAFAT 90T A [T FAFER 9w efatE |
4% SftA 9% A=t Asia Twe St f7rs

o MBS ATt g @ Yl siea 3, 3399 oiew @R
Tt T MCFICT bAFE FW A wie FHAT A 649 A@ieot) e
(12 Tita A9 @z At ey |
72 fifdm 92 s feaw wfEeen @ 2f94ted® 9 District
Officers @ite= Subdivisional Officers 75w wimig wagq o
T2 fdm 020w 1 12 WA cordteIRa RE oy SieeE i) s
S A= Tataca 7aF | \

TE GBI CTLATS T THA T FYAI O @8 @, wiwag e
#T-5t8A Tow w7 AfRE A Wi 92 [Ee oEnd sdwrer s
frewdt =fam =t 1 92 e 9tfy 72 S AEten =/ Js3sw a9
a2 FAER 521 =7

Mr. Speaker, Sir, cita caitara  =ifE 167 gemm aotaSm
fi = =0A, coarts AFIrs ANGEA W Stere?  wiem AR w3
Tsb 4@cld wiiifyssta whta Tvee witEiivs oRE| sE STF  oiel
TdtfFTare WAz AT w97 ity |

TS F@d wior [feade @EeifFm 0 o) a3 Ifem @ B
g fwmta coivzibre seihe uidfe =fts1 18 wate @ Apex Bank =
wiaacs b T frars 4w 518 o1 aIfSte onf ettt wfem =13

G=At Bfewfea  orafiics afom fafemz ois zhealm = oo
AT WF wAGfres czform—" e wiw ten  witm e’ feres
Ffacen oot AtfFaaca e AT T Am) 7B cordes Assurance
ezl (1 =i o ofommes FE0 4@ cordts @it o @ [Ranig
T frm wafewa czrm;  Sluice Gate fafrats wizwtwr  tzes)
sif 7 @2 fFaem wicaten @ @R @ a4 Sluice Gate
frers 550,000\ B st | oot FACH i srzw 201 437 Tmicas
qiff wr%E, orEch wifa wiem |

St qe etedlaf? e TU2 & iom | cordcs ot el TEe
wigm TN T | 43T T Wi e seratfei @8
Ffaaea 681 T =S T Ot e §ofre zaca T 29

Mr. SPEAKER, Sir,I have come to the end of my
Speech and I cen only submit to the House that no pains
will be spared and no efforts will be leff unmet to make
the Supply Department as efficient as it should be for the
service of the people of Assam,
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Half-an-hour discussion notice on Unstarred Question
No.102 Regarding number of Public Works

Department Division in Assam

Shri SARBESWAR BARDOLOI (Titabar): Mr.
Speaker, Sir, regarding the half an hour discussion to Ques-
tion No.102, we have decided not to raise the question on the
floor of the House. We shall decide this question in the Party
meeting.

Mr. SPEAKER: In view of the fact that the hon. Mover
of the Motion does not want to move the same on the floor of
the House, the Motion for half an hour discussion stands with-

drawn.

Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned till 10 A.M. on Tuesday,
the 2nd July, 1957.

R. N. BARUA,
] Secretary,
The 31st May, 1958. Legislative Assembly,
Assam.
|
A.G.P. (L.A.) No.330/57—220—4-6-1958,




v BWNS

o

10.
11.
12.
13.
i4.
15.

16.

17.

13.
19.
20.

21

AGENIS IN INBiA

Messrs. Thacker Spink & Co., Calcutis.

Messrs. W. Newman & Co., Calcutta.

Messrs. S. K. Lahiri & Co., Calcutta.

Messrs. R. Cambray & Co., 6 and 8/2, Hastings
Street, Calcutta.

Messrs. D. B. Taraporevala Sons and Co., 103,
Meadow Street, Fort, Post Box No.187,
Bombay.

The Indian School Supply Depot, 309, Bow
Bazar Street, Calcutta.

The City Book Company. Post Box No.283,
Madras.

Tha Director, The Book Company, Limited,
Book Sellers and Stationers, 4/4A, College
Square, Calcutta.

The Manager. The Imperial Publishing Co.-
09, Ry. Road, Lahore.

Messrs. Chapala Buok Stall, Shillong.

Messrs. Sirbhuri pPublishing Co., Calcutta.

The Proprietor, ‘Graduates Union,’ Gauhati.

Mr. Banwarilal Jain (Book Seller), 1716/2002,
Mat Katra, Agra (India).

Messrs. Law Book Society, 65/3, Harrison
Road, Calcutta.

The Dircctor, Benares Corporation, University
Road, P.O. Lanka.

Messrs. Law Book Society, 4A, Wellington
Square, Calcutia.

Messrs. Bodh Raj Marwah. Booksellers, Shop
No.63, Pusa Colony Market, Delhi-¥Xarol
Ragh. New Deihi.-

The Oxford Book and Stationery Co., Scindia
House. New Delhi/17. Park Street, Calcutia.

Messrs Mokshaaa Pustakalaya, Publishers and

Book Sellers. Gauhati.

Messrs Popular Book Depot (Regd.). Book-
sellers. Publishers, etc., Lamington Road,
Bombay-7.

Messrs B.H.U. Press Book Depot, Books-

sellers. Publishers, €1C., Banaras-5 (India}.



