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“Proceedings of the Second Session of the Assam Legisla=
tive Assembly assembled after the Second General
Election under the Sovereign Democratic
Republican Constitution of India

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong

at 10 .M., on Monday, the 11th November, 1957.
PRESENT
Shri Dev Kanta Borooah, B.A., 1L.B., Speaker, in the

Chair, the cight Ministers, the eight Deputy Ministers and
eighty-five Members.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
SHORT NOTICE QUESTIONS
(To which oral answers were given)

Training of Agriculitural Officers in U. S. A, and
U. K. under Colombo Plan-

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati)
asked :

1. Will the Minister-in-charge of Agriculture be pleased
to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that the -Government of
India lately requested the State Government to
recommend a few Agricultural Officers to send
for training in 'U. S. A, and U. K. under
Colombo Plan for 1957-58 ?

(6) If so, who were the Officers whose names were
recommended by the Director of Agriculture to

the Government ?

(¢) Whether the State Government have sent the
list of Officers to the (Jovernment of India ?

(d) If not, why mnot ?
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Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister
Agriculture) replied : ’

1. (e)—Yes.

(b)—The Director of Agriculture, Assam, recommended :
the following Officers under Colombo Plan, Point Four
Programme, United Nations Technical Assistance Adminis-
tration (U. N. T. A.) Programme, 1958.

(¢) Under Colombo Plan

Names Subject of Training

1. Shri M. N. Majumdar, Agricultural Chemistry.
Professor of Ghemistry,
Assam Agricultural
College, Jorhat.

2 2. Shri A K. Sarma, Plant Breeding. 1

Lecturer of Botany,
Assam Agricultural,
College, Jorhat

3. Shri Debendra Pal Das, Fruit Technology.
Fruit Technological
Officer.

1

f

4. Shri 8.C. Bhattacharyya, Agricultural Marketing.
Agricultural Marketing
Officer

(c)——NO.

(d)y—As the proposal was received late, it could pnog "
be ﬁna}ised and forwarded to Education Department for onwarg
transmijssion to Government of India. )



1957] QUESTIONS 2123
STARRED QUESTIONS
(To which oral answers were given)
Absorption of Supply Department personnel

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati)
asked:

¥]. Will the Minister-in-charge of Appointment Depart-
ment be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that the question of absorp-
tion of Supply Department personnel is being
considered by the Government ?

(b) Ifso, on what basis ?

(¢) Whether it is a fact that those of the Supply Depart-
ment personnel who though educationally under-
qualified, but who rendered satisfactory services
for a considerable period, are not likely to be
absorbed in any permanent Department with
the same status and pay ?

(d) If so, whether the Government servants serving
in cother permanent departments including the
Secretariat are all educationally qualified ?

(¢) If the answer to (d) above is in the negative,
what are the reasons for special emphasis on
educationul qualification in the case of Supply
Department personnel ?

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): to
reply. . , .

1. (a)—The question of absorption of Supply Department
ersonnel was taken up by the Government long ago. A reso-
Jution embodying the policv to be followed in the matter of

retrenched personnel was published as early as November 1952
and that Resolution is still being followed.

(b)—The hon. Member may please refer to Govern-
ment Resolution No.AAA.61/52/72, dated the 24th November
1952 in this connection.

(¢)—The procedure for absorption has been laid down
in Clause 4 of the 1952 Resolution. It has been made clear 1in

Clause 1 of the Resolution that there shall be no relaxation
_with regard to the minimum qualification reqqh:ed for different
posts and as such retrenched personnel] are cligible for absorp-
tion in posts for which they are educationally qualified.



2124 QUESTIONS [1lte Nov.’

(d)—Most of the Government servants serving in giving
in other permanents including the Secretariat are educationally
qualified in few cases of educationally under = quilified persons
have on course been brought to the notice of Government and
their cases are under consideration. Prior to 1950 relaxation of
educational qualification was occasionally resorted to, but this .
has been discontinued since 1950, .

(¢)—The same policy of no relaxation in the matter
of educational qualification has been followed since 1950,

Relaxation in Educational Qualification to Political
Sufferers

Shri GAURISANKAR ' BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati)
asked:

*2. Will the Minister-in-charge of Appointment be pleased
to state—

(a) Whether Government has enunciated the principle
to grant at least the same degree of relaxation in
educational qualification to political sufferers
as granted to the War Service personnel ?

(b) Whether Government propose to be liberal in the
matter of relaxing educational qualificatjion at
the time of absorption in the case of thowe
political ~sufferers who  though educatipnally
undec-qualified have been efficiently discharging
their duties for years together ?

Shri- BISHINURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister) replied.

2. (a)—Certain concessions were granted as regards educa-
tional qualification in respect of War Service personnel since
1946, but these were discontinued from May 1950 and as such
the question of granting any relaxation in educational qualifica-
tion to political sufferers does not arise.

(b)—According to the existing policy of Goyernment
in the matter of educational for the purpose of appointment to
different posts, it does not seem desirable to ralax the minimum
educational qualification in order to ensure efficiency in
services.

. |
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Waiver of educational qualification in case of absorp-
tion of Supply and Textile Department personnel

Shri GAURISANKAR BIHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati)
asked :

#3. WIill the Minister-in-charge of the Home Department
be pleased to state—

(@) Whether the Government of Assam has received

Circular No.F4/12/54-RPS:; " dated* the ' 16th
March 1955 of the Ministry of Home Affairs
of the Government of India on the subject of
watver of educational qualification in case of
absorption of Supply and ‘Textile Department
personnel ?

(6) If the answer to (a) above is in the affirmative,

whether it is a fact that the Government of
Assam has made a departure from the principle
laid down in that circular ?

(¢) If the answer to- (b) above is in the affirmative,

what are the reascns thereof ?
Shri BISHNURAM MEDHT (Chief Minister) replied.
3. (a)—Yes.

(b) & (¢)-—In their letter the Government of'India
stated that persons reirenched from Rationing and Civil Supplies
Departments hadno special experience of work in Central Go-
vernment offices and it would not be possible to' make any
relaxation of educational qualifications:in their case. The
Government of Indin thought that these employees might be
familier with the system of working in State Governments ancd
that State Governments might find it possible (o exempt
such persons from the requirement of educational qualification
and suggested that the matter might be considered by the
State Governments. The State Government considered the
question of relaxation in the matter of educational qualification,
but decided as early as November 1952 that any relaxtion in the
matter of qualification has the inherent risk ‘of lowering the
standard of officiency in public service and thai these can
never be conceded without grave detriment to the interest of
public administration and embodied this decision in  Govern-
ment Resolution No.AAP. 61/52/72, dated the 24th November
1952 and as such there is no question of any deviation from
the principle laid down by the Government of India as the
Government of India made certain suggestions only to the
State Government,
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
(To which answers were laid on the Table)
Regarding Recommenda_tions of the Pay Committee
Mrs. JYOTSNA CHANDA (Silchar-west) asked :

6. Will the Minister-in-charge of Finance be pleased to
state —

(a) Whether the recommendations of the Pay Commit-
tee have been made eflective ?

(6) If so, whether these recommendations have been
made applicable to temporary departments such
as Supply, Relief and Rehabilitation, etc. ?

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister-in charge of
Finance) replied:

6. (a)—Yes, generally with minor modifications.

(b)—Yes. Those who are holding common posts such
as Office Assistants, Grade IV, Drivers, ctc., with corresponding
pre-revision scales have already got the benefit of the revised
standard scales. Revised scales for the Accounts Staff of the
Supply, C. P. and R. R. Department have also been sanctioned,
As regards other posts the matter will need further scrutiny,

4
3
\

Mrs. JYOTSNA CHANDA : As regards the angwer
to Question No.6—I want to know how long it will take to
give effect to the other posts.

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH In this matter, Sil‘, there
are three categorics, Dupply Department, Relief
Rehahilitation Department and the Community Project
Department. The Chief  Minister has just stated that
the personnel of the Supply Department  who have been
discharged are being absorbed and taken in other departments.
The Relief and Rehabilitation Department and the Community b
Projects Department both these Departments have schemes of
their own ; so it will take sometime, sav, 9 months to one vyear,
to scrutinise all these things and find out who are the l‘esid’uary
officers who are not yet absorbed in other services. ‘.‘

and
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Srimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA  (Katonigaon):
May I know from Government whether the recommendation
of the Pay Committee has been extended to the Government
Aided Colleges of Assam 7

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Finance):
[ am requesting the Education Minister to reply.

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister, Education):
So far as the aided institutions are concerned, the Pay Committee
was asked to give at the time of its constitution some model
scales for those institutions. In cases where prescribed condi-
tions have been fulfilled those model scales have been imple-
mented.

Mr. SPEAKER: Is not the implementation of the model
scale a responsibility ol the Government ?

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH: Yes.
Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOI (Titabar): Is the

Pay Committee’s recommendation implemented in the case of
the Aided Middle English School teachers ?

Shri MOTIRAM BORA: Yes, Sir, implementation has
been made in cases of those Middle English Schools which
are receiving full grants and which have fulfilled prescribed
conditions and not in all cases.

Shri SARBESWAR RORDOLOI: Is it implemented
in the case of the employees of the mechanical department
of the Public Works Department—Factories ?

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH : Those who are purely
on temporary basis are receiving consideration as to whether
employees serving continuously and meritoriously for five years
and over could not be absorbed into per manency. As regards
the point raised by my Friend, my information 1is that
most of the employees are on work-charged basis and they
are purely on temporary basis.

Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED (Bilasipara):
May I know whether the same facilities were extended to the

High English Madrassas and Middle English Madrassas ?

LT
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Shri MOTIRAM. BORA (Minister, Education):
So far as the Madrassas are concerned, they are not getting the
same scale of dearness allowance and we are examining the
matter to give the same scale of dearness allowance.

Mrs. JYOTSNA CHANDA (Silichar-West): May I
- know: when effect will be given as it has been given iin the
papers but not in actual practice ?

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAK (Minister, Finamnce):
- That insinuation is not acceptable,  Sir.

Shri TARUNSEN DEKA (Nalbari-West): In reply
to 6(a) it has been stated by the Hon’ble Finance Minister
“Yes, -generally with minor modifications”. I would like to
know from him what are those minor modifications ?

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH : That,is a long story.
I think my Friend will find all these in the Government
Resolution and he can study it.

Mr. SPEAKER: I think, it can be placed on the Table
of the House for the benefit of the hon. Members.

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAM : Yes, Sir. It 15 a
publication of 83 pages.

Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOI (Titabar): May 1
know why three categories of Pay are fixed for the Agricul-
tural Inspectors against the recommendation of the Pay Com-
mittee ? What are the reasons ?

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH : [ submit for the consi-
deration of the Chair whetlicr or not these questions are outside
the ambit of the question, for which notice was given.

Mrzr. SPEAKER: He wants to know whether the recom-
mendation of the Pay Committee in respect of Agricultural
Inspectors has been implemented because the Pay Committee
has not given recommendation for three catagories of pay.

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH: | have 116thi11g to add,
Sir,

Mr., SPEAKER: He wanted to know the reasons,
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Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Finance):
All the informations that are at my disposal, I have given.

Minimum Wage Award to Journalists
Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOI (Titabor) asked:

7. Will the Minister-in-charge of Labour be pleased to
state—

(¢) Whether Government is aware of a Minimum
Wage Award by the Government of India as
recommended by the Press Minimum Wage
Advisory Committee which was constituted by
the Government of India for the journalists
of the country ?

(6) If so, what measure the Government are taking to

enforce the award in Assam ?

(¢) Whether the award will be enforced in Assam
without alteration and delay ?

(d) Whether the award will be implemented with retros-
pective eflect from the date of publication
of the award in the Government of India
Gazette ?

Shri MOINUIL. HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister-in-
parge of Labour) replied:

7. (a)—Yes.

(b), (¢) & (d)—Two important newspapers in the
ltate, 212, The Assam Tribune and The Natun Asamiya have
dready implemented the Wage Board’s decision in their esta-
}Jlishments.

‘ollected.

Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOI (Titabar): Is there
| .y Notification issued by the Government of Assam enforcing
4e Central Minimum Wage Award for the Press Workers of

‘Bsam 2

.

f Information on other newspapers establishments is being
J‘
\‘




2130 SPEAKER’S RULING [t Nov.

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHAUDHURY (Minister,":

Labour): I want notice of this question.

Shri SARBESWAR BORDOLOI : What action Assam
Government is taking to implement this Award in other
presses ?

idbrd®

sl S5 ad bl s

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHAUDHURY :  Step taken |

by Government is consideration of the whole matter.

Mr. SPEAKER: If the hon. Mecember wants to discuss
in details, he can meet the Hon’ble Minister.

Speaker’s ruling on two adjournment motions regard-
ing lathi charge by Police on a procession of
boatmen at Dhubri '

Mr. SPEAKER: I have rececived notice of two adjourn-
ment motions moved by Shri Khagendra Nath Barbarua and
Shri Jahanuddin Ahmed regarding a lathi charge by Police
on a procession of boatmen at Dhubri on the 6th November,
1957 injuring several and resulting in arrest of 17 persons. The
criteria of admissibility of an adjournment motion are two,
viz., whether the matter to be discussed is definite and whether
it is of urgent public importance. So far as the definiteness
of the matter is concerned, it is beyond reasonable doubt
that it is a definite matter, wviz., the lathi charge by Police ona
procession of boatmen. So far as the second criterion is con-
cerned, thatis tosay, whether itis of urgent public importance,
the basic test for a matter to be of urgent public importance for
the purpose of discussion in this Assembly is that it must have
public importance for the State as a whole and not for a parti-
cular locality only. In this case the procession of boatmen
is entirely a matter of local importance for the place where it
occurred and has no significance or importance for the State as 3
whole, either politically or z_idministrat.ively. Moreover, the
consesequence of this incident is not of such a grave nature as to

make it eligible for discussion on an adjournment motion in this .
House. I, therefore, hold that these two motions are inadmis- .

sible under the Rules of Procedure of our Assembly.
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Resolution r7¢: the Oil Refinery Satyagraha Movement

*Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur): Mr.
Speaker, Sir, I beg to move :  ““This Assembly do now
take into consideration the situation created by the Oil Refinery
Satyagraha Movement in the State.”

Sir, beforc 1 deal with the subject, I beg to inform the
House that the Action Commitice that met yesterday at Gauhati
have taken into consideration the gesture of the Government
in releasing the Satyagrahis all over the State and in withdrawing
the pending cases in connection with the Oil Refinery Move-
ment, The Action Commiitee also took into consideraiton the
decision of the Naharkatiya conference where we decided to
terminate this phase of the movement from the 15th and
having taken into counsideration these facts we have decided to
terminate the movement from vyesterday.  This must not
mean and this does not mean that the movement has been
suspended. The particular phase of the movement has its
limited purposes, and after this purpose has been achieved,
we arc thinking of a bigger movement, and as soon as the
preparation is made we may have to launch a bigger movement.
Sir, we have been maligned for starting this movement and
also there has been a lot of allegations against the leaders of
this movement in the way the movement has been conducted.
Further, we do not take this occasion to reply to these charges,
put, Sir, I am convinced that it was necessary to have this
movement, so as to focus the attention of the whole country to
the demand of the people of this State. It was necessary to

. have this movement to demonstrate that we do not mince
maftters or words-—that we mean business and therefore.........

*M. MOINUL HAQUE CHAUDHURY (Minister,
Agriculture): On a point of information, Sir, does that
include the leader of the refinery movement ?

*Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: Tt includes
Mr. Moinul Haque Chaudhury, also, because I am sure
Mr. Moinul Haque Chaudhury also wants it. Sir, I wanted
to be very considerate in expressing my feelings and I
thought that in giving expression to my feelings nobody ruffled
my sentiments by ravenous expressions. When I include Mr.
Chaudhury I mean that because Satyagraha is one thing and the

——__ -

-—

#Speech not corrected,



2132 RESOLUTIONS [11ze Noy i

movement is another thing. The particular phase of the move-
ment is one thing and the movement is another thing. T can
bpldl){ say that everyone in this House wants the refinery here.
Sir, ifI am correct, 1t was the desire of the party in power as
expressed in the resolution passed on the 5th August, I suppose
that if the demand of the people is mnot considered propcrly’
even the party in power will launch a movement ;  what typé '
of movement that will be is another thing. 'Therefore, Sir
so far as the need of the movement is concerned, there may be,
difference in opinion and I do not mind this difference, because
there is bound to be difference, but to malign one on this score
is one thing and to support the movement is another thing and
to-day when I find that in different parts of Assam more than
1,000 people courted imprisonment in vindication of this demand
that is not an insignificant thing. Sir, we have passed through
vari;)us movements in this State, including the ones in 1929 and
LS v s o S e

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister) :
We were not independent at that time.

*Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur): Yes, |
so even during those movements, I think exceptin 1942 move-
ment, so many people did not court imprisonment, and there-
fore that so many people including ladies courted imprisonment
in such a number shows the intensity of the feeling of the people
on this demand. Sir, as I have stated, I do not want to convert
this discussion into a discussion about the justification of the
movement or otherwise. The Motion, if the hon. Members
try to see, is a dfferent one altogether,—the situation created
by the refinery movement, and therefore we have to limit
ourselves to certain things only. This august House passed
two resolutions unanimously regarding the demand for the
oil refinery and we were all one in our demand. We did not -
want to make any party problem and even to-day I can say
we do not want to make any party problem. There are so many
issues in the country. On ideological plane a party can fight
another party, But this is not the case here. ILveryone, I am
‘ure, wants to join together so that the imbalance in our
economy may be removed. (Interruptions). Well, as I hdve
stated, I did not want to be interrupted. If they want to do so,
I am ready for that. Sir, we wanted this to be an all-people’s
demand, and therefore every time we have been trying to do so,

3
-
-
-
by
“:

#*Speech not corrected.
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but when the delegation was sent to Delhi that matter was done
in such a manner as if it was the concern of the party in power
alone. We expected that we would also be taken into confidence,
if not taken in the delegation and, Sir, it came to light afterwards
that it was also the desire of the Prime Minister that I should
go and discuss the matter with him along with the delegation.
Unfortunately, that information never came to me............

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister) : In
this respect, Sir, 1 want to make the position clear. Before I
left for Delhi leading the delegation I did not get the letter of
the Prime Minister. I received it only on my resturn from
Delhi.

*Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur): All I can
say is that I accept the bonafides of the statement of the
Leader of the House. Itis true, Sir, that the day on which
he left for Delhi, just an hour before, he called me to his
place at Gauhati and told me that I should also go and that he
would try to fix an interview for me with the Prime Minister.
But, Sir, it was not possible, on that informzl basis, for me
holding a position in the Action Committee, to go. There-
fore I did not go. Afterwards the President of the Provincial
Congress Committee published a letter purported to have been
written by the Prime Minister wherein it was stated that the
Leader of the Opposition was invited to New Delhi, but
he did not go, and in that letter it was said that this fact should
be made known to the people of Assam. Immediately I wrote
to the Prime Minister and the Prime Minister sent a2 reply
wherein he stated that he did write to the Chief Minister that
I should also go to New Delhi. However, 1 take the words
of the Leader of the House that he received that letter from the
Prime Minister after his arrival back from New Delhi, after the
delegation. That is one thing. The second thing is that it is
also true that on 26th of July the Leader of the House contacted
me on’phone and told me about what transpired between him
and the Prime Minister. This contact on’phone was from
New Delhi when I was at Gauhati. But when he arrived
back at Gauhati I expected that the whole matter would be dis-
cussed with me, because we wanted to know in details what
actually transpired during the delegation because all the press
statements made in this connection were somewhat cryptical
as I considered them. So, Sir, that advantage was not given
to us. In the meantime on the 29th of July there was a

*Speech not corrected
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strike and Hartal, which was unprecedented in the annals
of strikes and hartals, and I congratulate the Friends
sitting opposite for the active participation in that strike and
Hartal. On the 28th of August, 1956, also there was a strike
and through such strikes was brought into lime light the demand
of the people of Assam as never belorc. When we wrote all
these things there were certain things which were not clear to
ust: Therefore, Sir, I am placing also on the table of the
House a letter written by me to the Prime Minister and the
Prime Minister’s reply thereto. I am not divulging everything
in the letter written by me to the Prime Minister. I am quoting
that portion of the letter wherein I wanted clarification on
R TGN =0 s dis oommsiasisn sas sain swiswiscas

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): Sir,
is he entitled to or has he the permission to disclose the Prime
Minister’s letter which may be a private letter between him and
and the Prime Minister ?

Mr. SPEAKER: So far as that matter is concerned,
it is not within my jurisdiction. But if anybody quotes any
letter whether it is private or public it must be placed on the
table of the House for the benefit of all the Members. It is not
for me to decide whether that letter is private or public but it is
for the hon. Member who wants to quote it . He may not
place on the table of the House the whole contents of the letter,

but a part of it only.

*Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur): Sir, I can
assure the Leader of the House that I am not going to
divulge the whole thing. I am going to place on the
table of the House the conteuts of the letter on certain points
I raised and while going to do so I think it will not be open
for the Press for publication.

Mr. SPEAKER: If he goes to place it on the table of
the House that also means that he goes to divulge it.

*Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: If the matter is placed
S he table of the HOUSC, it is not open for the PICSS,

I suppose.
Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI : Even then that becomes
a public property.

" #Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : No, Sir.

*Speech not corrected.
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Mr. SPEAKER: The Press is entitled to publish any
statement made on the floor of the House. But if any document
is placed on the table of the House for the henefit of the Members
and whether any Member can get it published is another matter
and on that I will give a ruling, may be, tomorrow.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur): I make a
distinction between placing a thing on the table of the House
and releasing that thing to the press.

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): Sir,
has the hon. Member cot the permission to make it public or

place it on the table of the House ?

*Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : If it is so much
objected to, I will not place it even on the table of the House
(4 voice: It is a question of principle).

Mr. SPEAKER: This is a matter between the hon.
Member and the Prime Minister and whether he can quote it
or place it on the table of the House, that is not my jurisdiction
tosay. If the hon. Member feels justified in doing so, he may
do so and in that case I shall insist that the entire contents of
the letter should be placed on the table of the House.

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHIY : Sir, before he goes to
disclose the contents of the letter, I want to know, whether
he has got the permission of the person who wrote the
. letter. That is the information I want, because it is an impor-
tant matter.

*Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS (Karimganj
North): Sir, it is the responsibility of the Leader of the
Opposition whether he should take any permission from the-
person who wrote the letter, if the former intends to disclose it.

*Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : Sir, I am quite
conscious of my respensibility. But what has pained me is that
somebody is imputing motive on it.  Sir, I know what I am

oing to do and even without placing the l_etter on the

table of the Housc the points that create doubts in my mind
can be spoken here. There were certain points which created
doubts in our minds.

*#Speech not corrected.
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Mr. SPEAKER: The House may be interested in
procedure to be followed regarding personal letters. Even
before the House of Commons this question arose on more than
one occasion, but ultimately it was thought that in respect of
personal letters it was doubtful whether anything but good
taste could restrain a Member.

(Voices:—That is the point.)

*Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur): I have
not crossed the limits of good taste.

(A voice:—Some people question it.)

*Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: People who have lost
good taste may question it. Sir, my point is this: I raised
certain points of public importance in that letter and, therefore,
those doubts which I expressed to the Prime Minister can also
be expressed here, because those are not matters which relate
to me personally.

*Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur):
The hon. Leader of the Opposition has already said that he is
in possession of the letter and wanted to disclose it. He has
said that he can place the letter on the table of the House.
As this Assembly is more or less a public body whatever is spoken
in this Assembly will get publicity and so we want to know the
details as regards the matter referred to in the letter.

*Mr. SPEAKER: So far as I am concerned, I cannot
compel any Member to say, what he does not want to say or to
quote what he does not want to quote. But if the hon. Member
quotes from any letter, in all fairness it should be placed
on the table of the House.

So far as the point raised by the Hon’ble Leader of the
House is concerned, whether the hon. Member has got the
permission of the Prime Minister to do so, I can only hold that
any restraint that may be imposed will be of good taste and it is
for the Leader of the Opposition to decide.

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister, Education):
n a point of order, Sir. The Motion of my Friend is only
of a very limited purpose. It reads like this: “This Assembly

*Speech nat corrected. .
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do now take into consideration the situation created by the
Oil Refinery Satyagraha Movement in the State.” Whether
there was any necessity for the Satyagraha Movement, whether
he had any doubts about the points raised in the Prime Minister’s
letter, all these things are not, strictly speaking, relevant,
because it is the subsequent situation that was created by the
Satyagraha Movement, that is to be discussed by this Motion.

¥Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS (Karimganj-
North): He can explain what is this Refinery Satyagraha
movement. This is quite relevant.

*Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur) : I agree
entirely with the Minister of Education that this Motionis of a
very limited character, but it will be within the ambit of this
Motion if I explain why this movement was staried, if I say
that those doubts were there and, therefore, the movement
was started and even to-day those doubts have not been dis-

1led.
Pe *Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Finance) :
May I crave your indulgence for two miniutes, Sir?

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, even longer if the time is usefully
atilised.  (laughter).

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH: My submission is that
pe hon. Leader of the Opposition is referring to a letter
Which is said to have come from the Prime Minister of India...

---------------------------------------------

Mr. SPEAKER: Please wait. Let me dispose of the
soint of order raised by Mr. Bora.

So far as the point of order raised by Mr. Bora is concerned,
4 is true that this Motion, under the terms of the rules governing
yfotions, has to be on a definite issue and, therefore, this Motion
ould confine itself only to the situation created by the Oil
p efinery Satyagraha Movement in the State, that is, the pre-
sent situation. But to make a proper apprisal and better appre-
cqation of the situation it may be necessary to give a background,
4t only to the extent that it helps us to understand the present
itﬂation created by the Satyagraha movement. A detailed
gjscussion of the background, I am afraid, will be not only out of
,yder, but also hardly in consonance with the commonsense
jew without which this Assembly cannot function.

*Speech not corrected.
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*Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur): But
that background has to be given. I am aware of the limitations
imposed by the motion itself.....................
Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, Mr. Sarmah wanted to say
something.

Skri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Finance):
What I was going to say, Sir, is this: when the letter is said
to have been received from the Prime Minister, itis an Important
thing. I personally feel very proud that I belong to a demg-
cracy wherein the Prime Minister of India writes to the Leader
of the Opposition here in Shillong. What I am submitting s
this: that mentioning about a letter from the Prime Minister
and thereafter throwing a smoke screen around it, is perha
not in consonance with the dignity of this forum—1I mean the
Legislative Assembly.

Mr. SPEAKER: So far as the point raised by the Hon’ble
Finance Minister is concerned, we have discussed itiassy
far as the hon. Leader of the Opposition is concerned, he yas
going to quote from that letter. I made it perfectly clear by the
ruling I have given on more than one occasion that in all
fairness it must be placed on the table of the House for verifica-
tion of the Members. The Hon’ble Chief Minister rajsed
the point whether the hon. Leader of the Opposition had got
permission from the Prime Minister to do so. Now, thig isig
matter for the hon. Leader of the Opposition to consider, Al
I can say is that in this matter, as in the House of Commgops,

good taste more than anything else should be the restraining
factor.

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH: That was exactly what
I was in a way pointing out. Some Member stands up and
says, “‘here is a letter from the Prime Minister” and throw
nsimuations and innuendoes, while we do not know anything
about it. Ts that in good taste ?

Mr. SPEAKER: Has the hon. Member quoted from
the letter ?

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH: Not exactly ; he hag not
quoted a sentence but he has put across insinuating that the
letter contains something to condemn us.

*Specech not corrected.
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Mr. SPEAKER: In this House, I cannot compel a
Member to say what he does not want to say. I can only insist
that if he says anything he must say it in full. It is for the hon.
Member to decide whether he wants to use that letter or not.
So far as the mention about the letter is concerned, there is
nothing under the rules to stop him from mentioning about it.
Ifhesays, I have received a letter from the Prime Minister”
I cannot stop it, but I can restrain him from quoting that letter
unless he quotes it in full.

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Finance):
So that area or gap between mentioning about the letter and
quoting it or not is what it is covered by the quotation mentioned
py the Chair 7e: the House of commons.

M. SPEAKER: Yes.

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister, Education):
My Friend was referring to a letter from the Prime Minister
Without disclosing what the Prime Minister had said. The hon.
sMember also said that the reading of the letter had created
~ertain doubts in his mind. If he does not disclose how the
1oubts were caused by the Prime Minister’s letter, how can we
sispel them ?

Mr. SPEAKER: Our rules and procedure and also
Lrliamentary practice make it very clear that I can go this
.+ and no further. He cannot quote from the letter unless
. places it on the table of the House.

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): The
41y thing is that he cannot draw any inference from it.

Mr. SPEAKER: It is not for me whether there is any
iference or not and whether my hon. Friend had written
2 letter or not.

*Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur): Sir, my
(meission is what I have stated on the floor of this House, tche
finisters may call for its report immediately. The only thing
‘pave said is that I wrote a letter to the Prime Minister of India
trarding certain points and I have received a reply. Then
I 1150 stated that.1 might be permitted to place the copy of the
lecer on the table of this House, if it is not objected to.

.

#*Speech not corrected.
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Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): No,
Sir, I have not objected to that. '

*Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur): Si
I thought we the young people are only impatient. I noy
find that people who are more than 50 years of age are als
impatient.

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI: As a matter. of fact, ]

may inform the House that I have got a copy of the letter, and
it is In My possession Now.

#Shri. HARESWAR GOSWAMI: Sir, the other day
when I did not speak anything , the Leader of the House stated
on the floor of this House that I wrote a letter to the Prime

Minister, and that he got a copy of the reply sent to me
by the Prime Minister. Nobody objected to that, and thi
statement could be looked into from the report.

Myr. SPEAKER: This chapter is closed now.

#*Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: All that I wanted
to tell the Fouse is that the I_-Iouse should have sufficient
patience to hear what I have said.

#Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI  (Kamalpyy):
Sir, what we want to know Is that, as this is a matter of pyple
importance, we want to know what reply Mr. Goswami recejyed

from the Prime MINIStET vvviiiiiiiieiiieiniiicinnniiiiin,

Mr. SPEAKER: In this matter I cannot compe]l the
hon. Member if he does not want to place the copy of
the letter on the table of the House. We must be guided by the
rules and procedure of parliamentary practices. We cannot
do anything here except by the rules of procedure. If the
hon. Member does not want to quote anything from the
letter, 1 cannot compel him to do so.

At this stage many hon. Members from the Government
side wanted to speak ata time.)

My. SPEAKER: Order, order. This chapter is closed

now,

#Speech not _corrected.
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*Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur): Sir,

I do not know why this matter has been taken in this manner
by the hon. Members from the Government side. The
hon. Members speaking on this matter should have the
patience to hear what I want to speak. What I have ventured
to say before this House is that [ made a request to the Spcaker
whether with his permission if I could keep a copy of the letter
on the table of the House. I do not know if keeping of the
copy on the- table of the House means releasing to the Press the
contents of the letter. I am still in correspondence and it is a
great thing for a humble and tiny man like me to be in
correspondence with the greatest man of India. I do not want,
to disclose the contents of the Prime Minister’s letter nor have
I taken his permissicn to disclose the contents of the letter. All
that I thought is , as this matter was of great importance, on
which we have some doubts, therc should be a correct appraisal
of the whole situation and in that connection some observation
of the Prime Minister would be useful. This I  wanted
to. do without disclosing the contents of his letter, but
only by giving a substance or the relevant portions. Unfortu-
nately there has been too much mud slinging in this House and
we have acquired the habit of imputing motive to any thing we
speak. Sir, when the Party in power imputes motive, it
becomes really very deplorable. We had doubts regarding
certain points. Because at one stage it was stated that the
location for the oil refinery was finally settled at Barauni,
and sometime after, it was stated that Government wanted
project reports both for Gauhati and Barauni, and final deci-
sion would be taken after studying the project reports.

Now when that statement made on the floor of Parlia-
ment is not withdrawn and when there has been a treatment of
this. kind to the matter, we have some doubts in our mind.
whether or not that decision still stands.

Secondly, we have been told that a project  report will be
prepared. So we want to have clarification whether the Loca-
tion Enquiry Committee Report has been given a good-bye or
that it still stands. If that is the situation then the matter assumes
a different colour and we want to know whether this report
would be the basis of the project report. So far as I know,
the Location Enquiry Committee have given Calcutta the
the first place, Barauni the second and Gauhati the third place

*Speech not corrected,
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and it is difficult to understand on what new facts the project
report would be prepared. A very reliable Friend of mine
told me that he had read the report and found that Barauni
has been given the second place and Gauhati has
been given the third place. Whether the project reports will
be prepared independently now and on new facts and figures
or whether they will be based on facts and figures available to
the Location Enquiry Committee, nobody can say.

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): The
Project Reports will be prepared and there are facts and figures.

*Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur): The
third thing, whether the oil refinery will be located at Barauni
or not, we have been told by people who have seen the place
that there is a big sign-board placed at a site for the oil refinery,
and we have also read in the newspaper that some lands have
been acquired by the Bihar Government for the purpose and
lakhs of rupees have been sanctioned for constructing an embank-
ment at Barauni, and it was also stated that the embank-
ment was meant for the oil refinery. We have some doubt
whether it amounts to a commitment for locating the oil refi-
nery at Barauni or not. We have also our dow_ubts that in this
behalf we did not say anything about the technical or economic
consideration. We made our demand in a plain and a straight
forward way that we want the oil refinery in Assam. We now
find that the Government have changed their position and a
new stand has been taken. We passed two resolutions in this
House and therein we based our demand for the refinery
on the economic imbalance of the State and on the ground of
effecting regional development. Once the Government agree
to have the refinery only if economic and technical factors
favour it, then ifit is denied on these grounds, the quernmcnt
will have to reconcile to this position and they will not be
able to protest. Our stand has been whether it is economi-
cally feasible and whether it is  technically feasible. Even
then the refinery Is necessary for ‘the purpose of removing
the imbalance in our State. And in doing 50-1_1" the Central
Government or the State Government sufler initial loss, ulti-
mately they will gain. For having a balanced economy and

regional development it 1s not possible to have profit all the

#Speech not corrected,
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time. Therefore, ifit is necessary to consider regional develop-
ment then these things need to be put forward. Also Shri Mala-
viya, the Union Minister in-charge of Minerals, made a
statement in September last that it is not only economic consi-
deration but there are other considerations too. And therefore we
are afraid. We have also to know whether the Prime Minister’s
desire to develop our State was only to see exploration of oil
n this State ? It will also mean some amount of develop-
ment—gas plant may be possible, fertiliser plant and other
such things may be possible even if the refinery may not be given.
It may mean developmieut to a certain extent even if the refinery
may not be given. Whether exploration of oil means location
of the refinery within this State or only building up of these
industries ? All these things were there. Therefore we are
in doubt. We do not get clarification. Therefore we consider
that the movement that we have started is necessary in order
to keep the people alive on this issue.

Sir, without disclosing anything of the Prime Minister’s
letter to me— of course I have no objection that those Members
who want to read it van do so, but as I have already stated
that I have not taken the Prime Minister’s permission to release
it, I have not publislied it in the Press. But whether the letter
is beneficial to me,  whether it is favourable to the Congress,
that is another matter—the people will judge it. But without
his permission I do not want to release it. But I am under the
impression that if I give only the substance of that letter all the
Members are allowed to read it, it will not be divulging any
secret in this matter. T for one would like that all Members should
also go through that letter. Sir, these are the reasons for
starting this movement. And as I have already stated, there
was a big response so far. If you go through the reports from
various parts of the State you will see that there was a big
response.  Sir, I am sure this movement has strengthened
the hands of the Government in pushing ahead this demand of a
refinery and in going forward with this demand keeping in
consonannce with the Resolution passed by this House to the
effect that location of the refinery is necessary to remove the
cconomic imbalance in our State.

The Leader of the House said that for this movement the
sympathy of people in other parts of India will dqcrcase. Well,
I had also the privilege of going out of Assam during these days
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and T have seen how this issuc has been taken by those people.
It might be my people are not the people of the Leader of the
House but I have not come across any man taking an adverse
view on this score. Today also I do not brag that because of
this movement there has been a change in the attitude of the
Central Government. But the fact remains that the bridge
which was not contemplated even in the Second Five Year
Plan, that has now been done and the Railway Zone is there
now. I give all the credit to the Government for all this but at
the same time they should not discredit us. Though you may
not approve of this movement, Isay that the whole movement is
for economic development. And in this regard I can boldy say
that the people of Assam to-day—as my Friend, Shri Tripathy,
said that we have no industrial bias in our minds— T can say
that within these few days our people have become industry-
minded,—a thing which could not have been brought about
even by 20 years’ of propaganda. But to-day all the people
even in the villages have become industry-minded. For that
also I give all the credit to the Government. I do not

want any  credit.

Sir, I will also say that this movement has been an all-
people movement. People from the hills demanded it and
people from the plains demanded it —all of them Bengalis,
Assamese, Nepalis, Hindustani, Punjabi, €very one in towns
and villages are at one in this demand. This is something
spectacular. And why is this so ? Not just because of the
refinery, but because the people have seen _Vsome.thmg behind
this refinery question. The people feel that if this refinery is
located here then a new vista, a new avenue for the development
of the State will be opened up. Sir, let us not bring disruption
in this unity. Let the Government, let the Congress give a
proper lead in this and we are ready to follow it because we have
no party interest in this question. Also, Sir, in this regard
two things have been clearly demonstrated. One is that the
people are ready to suffer and sacrifice for this. Let it be taken
note of by the Government that if a correct _lead is given in this
matter by the Government, the people will follow them and
they will suffer and sacrifice for this issue. Secondly, I will
also ask the Government to remember that because of this
movement problems of the State have been focussed properly
now and let us not forget that aspect. And, therefore, in"moving
this motion to-day, that this' Satyagraha has ended, let there be
Aoibitterness:on this score, let there be a correct appraisal
of the situation. Let us gauge the feeling of the people correctly
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from what has been demonstrated through these agitations,
Sir, we have heard the Leader of the House said that things
cannot be had through agitations. But Sir, if ordinary demo-
cratic measures fail, there is also scope for expression of public
opinion through extraordinary democratic methods. It is not
only in our State that such things have been done, not only in
our country but everywhere. Sir, when people cannot achieve
their ends through formal democratic methods and democratic
processes, then extraordinary — popular methods have been
adopted. Thereby, I do not mean violence, nor do I mean
disorder. Even on popular level these things have been not
only in other countries, but even in our own country, and that
oo, after the Independence has been won. Well, if I am
wrong, throw me out, I do not mind, but this popular enthu-
siasm should not be watered down. This enthusiasm should be
properly harnessed, properly geared up so that the interested
persons may not attempt to escape the problem. Sir, with
this idea in view I am moving this motion. My Friend, Shri
Moinul Haque Chaudhury, has charged us with having atempt-
ed to escape from this movement. Sir, when Shri Moinul Haque
Chaudhury was not in the forefront in many a battle of our
country, we were, and we know how to remain in jails, how
to court imprisonment and how to suffer for it.

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHAUDHURY (Minister,
Agriculture): Sir, it was never my intention to cast any
pcrsonal reflection.

#*Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur): So, let
t not be said that we did_ not _join the Satyagraha only in the
kar of being arrested and imprisoned. Well, it is the leaders
vho conduct the movement and if they court imprisonment
it the beginning,  the movement will automatically fall flat.
That was not sought to be done. And now if we propose not to
itart Satyagraha any more cnabling all the leaders to join in it,
it is because we feel that at this juncture, when the Satyagraha
has been _suspcnded from the 15th. of November and all the
Satyagl‘ahls have been 1'61(3;13(:(12 situation does not warrant
now to court arrest and imprisonment. Our ideal is high,
sur intention is ncble, and so let there be no imputation, no
P otive attached........cevviiinieiiiin

"
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*Shri LALIT KUMAR DOLEY [Moran (Reserved
for Scheduled Tribes)]: Sir, is it not the misapplication
of the Satyagraha when the real Satyagrahis are rottingin jails,
‘their leaders are going on merrily outside ?

- *Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur): I am
not here to take a lesson on Satyagraha from my hon. Friend.
If my Friend wants to have a discourse on ‘Satyagraha’, we
can have a discourse on that at some other time but not here
and now,

*Shri LALIT KUMAR DOLEY: Is Satyagraha a means
to put innocent and unsophistacated people into jail ?

*Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUA (Amgur;);
Mahatma Gandhi also did the same thing.

*Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: When some people
are bent upon misinterpreting things and creating bitter-
ness in the debate, it is no use trying to bring them round,
“Sir, I have no intention to be ruffled up by these interruptions
put I would only say that a situation has developed in qyuf
‘country, and that situation has compelled us all to take noge
of it, and I hope, the party in power will also take note ofit
and move accordingly.

Mr. SPEAKER: Motion moved - *This Assembly do
now take into consideration the situation created by the Qil
}R’efinery Satyagraha Movement in the State.”

Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh) .
Mr. Speaker, Sir, cvery one in our State wants the Refinery
for processing crude oil extracted from the Naharkatiya oil
fields to be located within the borders of this State. " This
"House also accepted a resolution unanimously wherein the
desire of this House and also of the people was expressed to have
the Refinery in Assam with a view to remove the economic
imbalance of the State. T am sure our Government also have
been trying very seriously to have the Refinery located in the
AState. ‘The question, ther(‘.forc, ari@es, when CVCI'YbOdV in
‘the State wants the Refinery to be in Assam, and when the
“Government is also trylng to. hav'c it, and I belicve they are
very serious apout 1t, what is this movement for ?

Shri MOTIRAM BOCRA (Education Minister) .
'On a point of order, Sir, the hon. Member is only trying 10‘
justify the Satyagraha movement. That will only mean re.
petition of the same argument.

p——— e i

e e ——— - p———

T
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Mr. SPEAKER : That is not the point. The 1161_:1.'
Member is only trying to give the background. _

Shri NNLMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh): This
Government have come to an understanding with the Union
Government on the issue of the location of the Oil Refinery
according to which, it has been advocated, the whole issue has
been declared to have been re-opened tentatively and according
to the terms of that declaration, two project reports will be
prepared, one for the relinery at Barauni and the other
for one at Gauhati, and as the oil is extracted in Assam, Assam
will have some preferential consideration in the matter of
allocation of the site for the Refinery. It was also understood
that the capital expenditure that is to be borne by the Rail-
way Board to make the necessary improvement of the Railway
to facilitate the transport of oil from the refinery site to the
distribution points will not be added to the capital expendi=
ture of the refinery for the purpose of comparing the two pro-
jectreporters, Now thesec terms have made our Government
wyery sanguine in their belief that we are going to have  the
Refinery located in Assam. But, unfortunately, our Governs
ment have failed to take into account certain very important
factors and therefore this optimism on the part of the Govern=
ment appears to be misplaced. Firstly to have the refinery
at Barauni pipelines for moving crude oil will have to be laid
grom Naharkatia to Barauni—pipelines of about 20 to 22 inches
diameter, and as the crude oil is very heavy viscous and
cusceptible to ordinary temperatures, pumping arrangements
will have to be provided for at every 30 miles or so. .Further
to keep the temperature of the crude oil at optimum point
heating arrangement shall have to be made. Now possibly
sur Government have been calculating the cost of laying
ihese pipelines which will be very high and therefore ~the

garauni project will have to be altogether dropped - out.

Alternately, the Government are possibly arguing that if we
have the Refinery somewhere in Assam, say at Amingaon, to
which the crude oil may be brought by barges along the
PBrahmaputra, and from: where the finished products may be
taken away to a dlStI‘lbUthH: points by a product pipeline, it

ould be financially and technically an easier proposition. That
i5 possibly the reason that has made our Government cock-sure
‘pat we are going to have the Refinery in Assam.

This whole time of reasoning appears to me to be 1;; risky
me. Because in the matter of laying the pipelines from
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Naharkatia to Barauni our calculation may not be accepted
N‘c}ther the “experts of the Government of India nor thf.*
Ministers of the Assam Government have a control over the
price of steel which will be brought from Great Britain, United
States of America or Japan or West Germany at a price
dictated by the big business magnets of those countries. 8

~ Secondly, Sir, the pumping sets or the heating arrange-
mients will also be possibly supplied by those countries, therefo?-g
here also our present calculation may not hold good. Moreove;
the cost of the transportation of the entire machineries from
the port to Gauhati or to Barauni is a factor beyond the control
of the State Government. We shall have to accept whateve
figures the Steamer Companies and the Railway Board give usr
In this connection I may mention that ncither, the Government
of India nor the Assam Government will be able to produce
experts. We have I think laid too much emphasis on the
enormous cost of laying thesc pipe lines. Another point is that
even if we have the Refinery in the State sector, crude oil will
have to be purcha.scd from the Burma Oil Company, because
we have alceady given them the prospecting and mining lease
and, therefore, we cannot force them to §cll the crude oil at a
particular price. Even if we cancel the mining lease we may he
sued for compensation and the compensation will be of such an
order that we shall not be able to pay on account of shortage
of foreign €XChange.....coovvrririiuuiiininnns S

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister) ; I
want to know from the statement of my ITiend what is't.he
basis that the price of crude oil will be fixed either by Burma
Oil Company, oOr Assam Oil Company ? There is a captain
term which I cannot disclose regarding this point.

&hri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh): Uptills
now the oil companies have got their own formula, namely, the
Gulf parity formula, Mexican Gulf formula and the Persian
Gulf formula. There is no likelihood for the oil companies to
départ from their formulae, therefore, if the price is calculated

P hat basis the cost may be such that even if we have the
Reﬁnery in State SCCtOT... ......... coenesars R X I I P,

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI : The whole thing is that the
Oil Refinery is to get out of all these gulf formulae, Every
effort fs made to that effect and the oil companies cannot

fix prices without consulting the Government.
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Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR : I am happy that
Government is making every effort to defeat the game of the
oil magnates who arc fixing price of oil according to their
formulae. I think, as we all know, even the Government of
India have not be enable to defeat the game of the oil com-
panies. Crude oil is also available in Indonesia and  other
places, therefore if the Government succeds in defeating the
game of the oil companies the price structure will naturally be
affccted there also. But the immediate question in supply of
crude oil to our Refinery cither at Barauni or at Gauhati
and if the Government can defeat the game of the oil com-
panies, certainly we shall all be happy.

If we consider the location of Refinery from the stand
point of facilities, certainly Barauni is more advantageous.
Barauni is centrally situated, The whole length of the
Ganges from Barauni to Calcutta may be made navigable for
the safe, casy and chief transport of crude oil, machinery and
materials from the port of Calcutta and of the finished pro-
ducts to the important distribution centre, viz., Calcutta.
The whole of the Gangetic valley i1s within the easy reach
of Barauni. Further the Refinery if installed at Barauni shall
admit of future expansion as it might use crude oil from out-
side if necessary. It may not be very adventageous to have
the Refinery located in Assam. We have not claimed it on
that score. The people of Assam want to have the Refinery
here in Assam for the simply reason that Assam is very much
under developed ; and it is not possible to have any heavy
industry here excepting the oil industry. No country can
develop without a heavy industry as its base. We have
enough rivers which may be harnessed for hydel power. But
for lack of industries we shall not be able to consume the
electrical energy that we may produce. In the Umtru Hydel
Protect for example we have a capacity 4,000 kilowats per
hour, but we have as yet been able to consume only 400
kilowats, the rest we have at present, no use for. We have
enormous natural wealth but we cannot utilise it, for we
have neither industries mnor developed transport system.
Bamboo and wood we have in our forests, in abundance, but
they are rotting in the jungles, as we cannot utilize them
due to transport difficulties. We have mineral wealth, but
mining industries are not fully developing. QOur industries
cannot develope because of a weak and under-developed trans-
port system. But Nature has given us one solution and that
is oil. . Crude oil is found in our State and if the Refinery
is established here it will break the industrial inertia of the
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State, We have power potential which if we . can develop
and utilise, we may improve our transport system to the extent
of having modern electric trains. The Refinery will set in
motion a chain of industrial activity which shall ultimately
enhance the resources of the State and raise the living stan-
dards of the people. Our demand is based on this ground.
We want a decision from the Government of India simply
on the ground that Assam remains undeveloped and it is the
policy of the Government to remove regional imbalance. Our
Government by making agreement have fallen into a trap.
Sir, it is like a story of A & B fighting each other for Head-
master’s prize. While the former is good in some subject the
other is good in another subject, and as this could not easily
be ‘decided, naturally an examination has to be help, Now
if in the examination a scores 90 per cent and B 80 per
cent the only course left open for B would be to congra-
tulate A on his success. I believe our Chief Minister may
have an occasion to congratulate Barauni in the near future,
Further Sir, this agreement has been made at the back of
the people and without taking this House into confidence,
This House adopted a Resolution regarding the Ilocation of
the Refinery unanimously, But the Government have acted
wrongly in making an agreement without taking the opinion
of -this House, I think this subject could have been discussed
even informally. We have received the sympathy from the
Centre and we shall continue to receive that sympathy but
not the Refinery. Therefore, Sir, it was considered necessary to
resort to Satyagraha to convince the Government of India that
the Refinery in our birth right. We want the decision to be made
before the Government appoint an Experts Committee to find
outthe best location for the Refinery. Now Sir, it has been
found that ‘our Government have shirked their own responsi-
bilities, and have placed the burden on the technicians,
the technicians of the GCentre and the State. Butit is
surely not a fight between two groups of technicians. It isa
fight between the Centre and the State on the question of
principle—on a matter of a policy. The location of the Refinery
in Assam is largely a matter for decision ata political level
rather than an economic and technical level. But it is being
viewed as if it is a technical problem. We do not like thege
things and the country is not prepared to accept such  things,
If the justice is not done, the people shall take the intitative in
their own hands. The people now feel that if the Covernment
fail, they will have to come to the rescue and take the leader-
ship in their hands and make the Central Government recognise
their basic right the right to have the refinery in this State,
‘They know it is not possible to develop this State without heavy
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industries. Therefore Sir, the situation that has been created
by the Satyagraha movement has made the people realise that
the agreement that has been made by the State Government
with the Central Governmentis ruinous to the country which
may block the scope for future development of this State. We
even now feel that Government will take a decision before
having the project report. Project report, may be called for
even after the decision is taken. After all in the matter of the
cost of installation of refinery either at Barauni or at Gauhati
the difference will not be very much. But we want the refinery
above all to give an impetus for the development of our trans-
port system. Therefore, Sir, I am of the opinion that the
refinery movement has given enthusiasm to the people and
has created a propitious condition in which the Government
might take a correct decision. The Satyagraha movement is
at present a restricted one, but a time may come when it may
be so wide as to invite the hon. Members sitting in the other
side of the House to participate. Such a movement, I am sure,
shall have to be continued, if the Government fail to retrace
their steps, till our basic rights, namely, the right to live and
to prosper and the right to use the gifts of nature for the bene-
fit of the people, are acceded to.

With these words, Sir, I except our Government will revice
their decision and revoke the agreement on the issue. :

Shri MOHANANDA BORA (North-Lakbhimpur): g7
qeztrn, AT clEET StediaE oA cltamtie e R o= wifie
G TR 2 wE-6ifF AR FwtA Fem w1 f[RRCEE s
s 1A TiedlaE faaE F4im Sad sfacg, R Qea ERER 39
oEiEE AT At cdliE AE ) :

@tfsr TwcAicas coF citaielia e atercs [eifam O e cltamatlts
atst | ¥ cliEtl eliedlaE ek o wtfis 9F oF spmts Smd
Ffarg 1 (STATANFAT SITEGT wf oreis aife @b Redw oififefer R
tmrm | (12 FRNem 92 9 AT @ @R wiew e (RN (Fie ARG R
Fa A2 wiw sfamree T cdiftw qfF s wwa 1 9 AwEe wien
@ Tee[z @B ifeT «fe | foe wify 1 gtz IF v e B oome
Ttz 24, Ste tifeT e wet1 €3 TeilE AN cetdte 4 aqed
Ffag 9T (Fe @ HATS ATl iR e ) (Polce—ezita ais
1) (STATIE 9FE AT wu aig—wifis Awiez Rl ghE
Slesf T 9Fa (Trdtez @giea, 9ifi awcaiEz i | , ,

afem fa Totterz Al E‘i?,‘li, 5] B3] NETEE T2A | 9% Tz
g @ ATEE wiEIE Tk czry fiwica @@ ACWETE 9{tE 3y
¢Afy 2| TS TSIEET T @ 9t oIS (I TMEFR ZT | ity
STt (oA AEF FET 4w 1 gam o@iE e I AR St e g
coéralts qfeceed AE | Uitwmiaw v TN SEEO (43t ey
T @ A S (IS AT fargr Siie @R AT o7 ai me
W raca ¢5fr Afaiee | caitard) ohediniRe A TSt it e

B
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(I ITI0T, (ST (I T@S MR (TALA WA CSETATCT ey
Il ZJCT 2 O ctemtalia atate |Atest At SiF AR FtEce i e
wif oz el | P2 AntET At Atz @ g e an e
A Ffatqedt FfEca gwe Tt s fram aferss o creth oify
DR | (17 =it AtEe Faeia @ols <ifs afw 5w 72 9, o
SR AT @A A9 2 Oitw EAFE e ofvm @l o RleIEn
@ fbe €z ety o2 FIACL A0S AT oo Bt AtTAGT AEA Fra e
O TR T2 FE @ TS T @B w7 ATE AT T Gt
2ofe Tigh F1% atF T 2AR T frgam qaEe ©F ot i cobmee
T2 FAE AiEA AN g @i TtE 1 T s oFem AR % T
A2 G Ffawe Gt | AfatA=E @At afen @it @ wicwsg
pratd B ¢z ARy, efem @érAltT 9T Yo SifF4T fooaw a3 Tfes
fr7 w1 T ofom @ifm ifftm @ o Sifftd? a5 w9 =,
citamteiia ARz T =T stedmiz fres @eim 3 o

(A voice :—at4fre F7 @tala wworwe z@ 3 1)

TEAeT T FfEea Az AT s AT 9F s st
AT FABIEA s Aficg @—"@rmes @b APT W e
TIARF &= TOPIT qq T ot coam wfam 4w Fu onq wieg
IR 1 AT A Ffwa T P o ton IR @rif fres
etz A9’ | aizweaz afem citaeta e otz atas 5h Tt
TAENRY q9F AFAT fAvs oAt s coF et @ ooms oy st
@Zehl ify AT R @t S A A A 9 gz iy
wifr fou Ff@ Sta A4 wp@d T, con Gz T _oF 7R fow qifs
T ] |l sieftalw waie @ mita e TS i @2 e,
ittt 33 FfRAca wfte 1.9 @il | FARE F IE IS awfi

Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur)=
Sir, I ccngratulate Mr. Borthakur for his speech in which
he has enlightened the House about oil technology to SOme
extent. His speech contained some points of justificatioy
about the establishment of the refinery in Assam , hut | could
not follow how he could justify the Satyagraha.

The Mover of the Motion Shri Goswami, at the outset
condemned this side of the House by stating that to the whole
movement has been imputed some motive. He meant tq
say that this side of the House has imputed motive to theijy
endeavour of having the oil refinery in Assam. Sir, e never
imputed any motive to their movement, because we also sup.
ported the oil refinery demand and we unanimously adopted g
Resolution on the floor of this House that the oi] refinery
should be established in Assam._ But Sir, their action hgg
given scope to such interpretation. Sir, when  the Action

ommittee passed a Resoluiton asking the people of Assam to
dissociate with the ensuing Congress Session which will pe
held at Gauhati shortly, is it not some amount of politica
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motive given to this movement by themselves ? The Action
Committee also passed a Resolution asking the people to boycott
the State function in connection with the Independence Day.
Is it not also some amount of political motive imputed to this
particular movement ? Mr. Goswami said that this side of the
House had made this demand purely a party demand. I ask
Mr. Goswami whether he was not consulted by the Leader of
the House in the evening when the news appeared in the Press
that the Government of India had finaily settled to have the
refinery at Barauni ? Then, Sir, was he not requested to
accompany the Ieader of the House in the delegation to Delhi
after which he (Mr. Goswaim) issued a statement in the Press
that he and the Action Committee had no belief in any sort of

negotiation and therefore he declined to accompany the Leader
D

RERSTEIETcoation P.....ccovvrsenisaronsanirsivgeee

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur): On a
point of clarification, Sir. My friend is wrong in saying that
I ever issued any statement in the Press after I was offered to
accompany the Leader of the delegation to Delhi. I issued a
statement after I met the Leader of the Delegation at Gauhati
on his arrival back from Delhi.

| Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur):
[t was stated in the press news that the Action Committee did
Lot believe that the negotiation would be able to do anything
1 the establishment of the refinery in Assam. For taking passive

yarticipation on the 29th July in the strike and Hartal he also

 pngratulated this side of the House and in spite of that how
,n hesay that this side of the House is against the demand to
ave the oil refinery here in Assam? This demand for establish-
o the refinery within the State is the demand of all the persons
4 the State. What the Leader of the House said was that at
sresent this movement was unnecessary for the reason that the
fnhal settlement or the final decision of the Government of India
las not yet been given whether the refinery would be established
2t Barauni or at Gauhati and this matter is still under considera-
#ion. Thercfore it is stated that such a movement will not
(rengthen our demand, but perhaps weaken it and therefore
,e are not a party to any such sort of movement. We must do
Lings in a democratic way for having this demand of ours
L1filled, but we cannot be a party to any sort of agitation at
i present stage when the final decision of the Government of
l.dia has not yet been announced. I am surprised to find that
shen the Leader of the House made a statement on this point
iy Friend has brought such a Motion before the House.
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With these words, Sir, I oppose this particular Motion
brought by my Friend Mr. Goswami before the House.

Shri BISWADEV SARMA (Balipara): Mr. Speaker,
Sir, I was wondering when I found this Motion of Mr. Goswami
to discuss the situation created by the oil refinery move-
ment in Assam. After the spcech made by Mr. Goswami he
made an announcement that the oil refinery movement has been
called off as he said that owing to this movement for oil
refinery we have got a bridge over the Brahmaputra and a railway
zone. I wonder how this question can come while discussin
a Motion which is mainly concerned with the establishment
of the refinery in Assam.

I am still puzzled as to how Mr. Goswami can establish
the fact we have called off the movement for the oil refinery in
Assam because out of it we have got a bridge over the Brahma-
putra and a railway zone. I think these words are fit for propa-
ganda purposes only in the villages and not in this august House
(A voice: Hear, hear) Owur only objection to this movement
is that this is not the proper time to have this movement when
the whole matter is under negotiation. Sir, it is known to every-
body that when a particular matter is under negotiation no
party should indulge in such things as may affect the decision
on the very particular issue. It is only with this idea that we
objected. When the matter has been reopened and the whole
question is being examined de 7novo there should not be any
movement in Assam which will affect the very purpose for
which  the movement - is launched. Therefore,
Sir, we do not like that at this stage there should be any move-
ment or Satyagraha. Another situation created by this move-
ment is that it has shown disunity in its own rank and fie.
Mr. Goswami wanted to unify all the people of Assam on
this issue, but we find in the papers complaints are being made
that some of the leaders have courted jail on this issye and
some leaders have remained outside. This has really created a
division amongst them and has done harm to the cause of

Assam. I do not know, Sir, what will be the reaction in New
Delhi.

Another thing I would like to say is that everybody in Assam
is very serious about the location of the oil refinery in
Assam and this has been expressed in this House as well as in
the public platform. As a matter of fact our Governmeng
has taken a very serious view and has taken a bold stang
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on this issue. We have not only taken a stand on this issue
but we have been trying to establish our case before the Central
Government and for that matter we have been deputing people
outside the country to find out as to the feasibility of locating

the refinery in Assam.

Another aspect also we must consider is that we are not fight-
ing against any alien Government. In a democratic set-up when
we want to establish a case, the only way is to establish it with
facts, figures and reasoning. So, Sir, I am very glad
that at last better sense has prevailed and the Refinery Movement
has been called off. But I do not agree with Mr. Goswami
that the situation created by the movement is what he wanted
us to believe. With these few words, I oppose this motion.

Shri RAMINATH SARMA (Lumding): 70 947
0 M o IR AT B B 1 B g A U o S B o B ) B 1 (G2 e e
4f@ o e F@sigaa A [t Ife wfieen ofe @@ et @
IS i frere ereate stacz 9 fececds e faed, Tonezd sealeaiaes
4% @iAed TS TE 1 oA clidTeiy wre et @ MR i
Foheq A1z T OT2 THTH 42 we 2[Tiea oz FEee i {2 7onez JiewEaa
ArATTAEe (GeraAlFa Ife (Ig g e,  Fd 3 ArAlEiaets 912 wiw
fAwtive At aFtreicd S 9. crir qp diEd |

qB) qHZ (T @F 4FNch 57 wfEcs,  AbaibleI—aftw s

| Zigiffs Bdtgem  wfevwTs teiAl fREm wis @oawd ERE Eleee
G 5 1 A i ) (1 I ) R T 173 ) -l ) ) o T ) B | S G

7 AT g5 T4 o A oserwa oief§F  Organisation I @@
A cretz,  « fAfE T FlEce ofeea oo 4@ a fif s T Aiss
Sz @2 Tefs atst feca & 1 @3 e srerterzt A BAigeR  \ebaw
A T a7 T T FAe IfF At gfF wifgw 9F o ¢el S ced-
e ateF T T e FiTe TR wifgm) @R GTolgcaR JifRIea oo
ez T[E] (FEE qetEEd A PARIT Ttz wfaaca QRpiE T wifzfReest |
wraz 2 ol FE @, coA  cfigeieiiE wie cwiws A ToiiE wicwiEm
wfoA-sts aifF rol A es gacee <€ aibe 621 e fea wiw
eifg Aotz = Foe—0T wfs vda wiewiEe 9 R geaigisds
gfcAE A IrdS TRCA  AftAis gme @2ohre Wiy farg
7—942 AftaE o wfeEEa @i ¥ Democratic way @ 2xtm |
27 T8 (IS TFEA @ WSl g wiE  wyfesrme—=a4 Democratic
way § wirie ri—eia 3acet Facts @i Figure @ 26 29 atféiq |
749 A Aoz Facts and Figure 3 =9/S cFitm  itverm 712
ot 2 G ma frem oiwE etlms el o re e 9% JigE @3-
LA el A A A | cotds e s IR eiffts o
S A aif oo cfiaaisita =TTe Tiditg e e e Iify 2R T
AT @B FET A | (SAS TFE 9% qeAred WIE T FIUN 9y
% T o e o frebr Tt @ @® TR AR St
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42 Ry R Sita sicalsT 02 foa wie 9F1 2[%taw 319 9% W vy TAI3Ts |
G2 7[eia93 ‘ertars fofesfaraz wimm «f 715ifs v ety s9=ia Loca-
tion Committee 3 Report © <=1 (v43iz frald oo aedis =
A famie AT ww5 FR 4 a7 foasarm Fiacd w45 Project fre tear
FRACT ofe tawiE foddt facs | @3 Fedis Am T com cltetelies
7 A% =3 wiw @ G TECe? T 1 [REE v e @
CoT  effgeietta e =9, 42 Wekets afeate cAlsd SR o
A FF FA AT BT 2R _ME | SA citgiid Taws siffoe
(o4 TFAa @2 Tonterz wicE Facts and Figure 7 s4vw offofs
R ZCa q) RFAE T A T Fe Pratem fve g siewisg
@I =20 {7 firepa Form atZem wicwiEm 7 e 7% ong Wz «fey
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AF o7 cltdiata Fhe Fiice TRins gl WE 1 IR 2 A aiaes
RSN (z AT fatml  «a%h Wi (AT TR Tt At
Tey dffeececed At @2 s eeE-FAd AREtTS Tamten | o
Iqisits & e —>eawFica @B fFaas awdz Twcael e Ot oo Cligaisits
S 2T Faet Project report twAiad  AdiCAT AT firm v
T FAY F AT | AT ST RwEd EiES 2rad RAb ek
T Ado—Fr@ A4vF  Expert opinion (@@ @R fim i
TR A g E@w 92 e gifn wiEEca wiF direct atdicass
RF T AFCA AT [1aT ARt S ... ‘

Al A

Mr. SPEAKER: faatficaa 1o 19a%  ciebm sig aoaes
TFfET

Shri RAMNATH SARMA (Lumding): s5a  we
BRI (ords AFea fAfes Ath 3 AGE F «F aitwiEe 1 99 6
a2 Aipars 42 oItz SicHET—EEIET AR S St dfes
@ T (307 AT 92 WTHEACT FICH F96TT SPFE A3T gy e
FATS el 1 7E Wi 8 complete failure 281 wifY wicy yaek
54 ICAITTS TieT TIET (T AFCA Al 2[0S AMHATTS  Fifi—afataast
FhRfea wie wte cords a99d 5S w@ifed orE TS ey e
gt g o< SH=s withiEas wif oot Sivd ool ie—
1 =7 29 cro—cedmET aF ¢[NA fiey, G TRE G ige e
FICA 20 g% fFgata SfArst AFE v fedcd 5AlE @ vhtm— ¢ (ot
@RF 9z frg— i @i Fatfea com cTieefial FfE— | TS
i o cte @ sretaze FRtGd s 08 G ity A
@itz 9937 Az qge ek F—uarm ToT T o 3 S
FE—aT AT @@ aetafes v e Shg s
91 07w WiF 2 cFfoute coE cemioia Fiole R TR T Wi | ofivs
e fafsy  atocafer  waARElE @2 @97 RN frg—eery
O falte W2 wichtaa wd IFe T 7 AT OR Fad 18
T @R 2Tl NG FEA A 9 CordS TFA QF GG g s
s dice ot wrats FRCE! |
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Shri HIRALAL PATWARY (Panery): {7 AR
gify Oil Refinery = fawcn coit=lTi  Sfedimiz  witivn  Isfa <49
st ¢ W2 Thm wowiela A FEea edAizeR) | Wi 9I8 Jiz JiT wibte
7ol “itziea =9 wicaleTm Tere wifi ¥ swece wiiEea diRfecn @ Ruling
Party 3 c2fs  wh  71%a Wl FECA @iRig | cofem =IhE Sfe
Aiftfesr @ Ruling Power «@ «fi  FifgFd I IR i
Ifr1 wifr @il b= o2 %@ Oil Refineryd s womi
Te3 TFA 9 77 3@ crdataca 621 <fweg | Oil Refinery 3 fosie
etz Leader of the House 7 @wical g, =i wme Oil
Refinery zra cotdea  wimdl zacel  ©fF 2 9ifdd | fFs qearcas
01 UM K (s R B 7 B e M e b (o ot ) o G e B | E R
a2 | fizes Ruling Party 3 == g it Fied 99159
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(Voice :—=chiatat ©iedimm @8 icwiaae  F9ef4 o ?

Shri HIRALAL PATWARY : @3¢ T-mEieeet
gl @ A wifEea argaiz frm oz gh Fdic 2 uibRe G
@ TfEtE pawica acfFgtam wifs Baen =@ @ gitiavse e fwm 1 =tgR
sl afFstaa focates aFca Aitwiaas it e Fistd seSiE
g4 Circular fofesr @ <=festa J9a @sEss Wife Jsa9
Control =fF= =icsd, ACe oSElts it wiw fWiwca | wfEFslk =0
YoBfF= #1491 ¢ Bta =ifz==r 1w RifTs zuce cogtatss Wife awss Control
Ffa Hiffm 5w =fess 1w f4fe fooee Fraece Control 3 ? wa
g@qq  Control #fr wa=sia cotTeea pawid coragal  Rule s@3 #ifqea
S| wtfee | '

754 9795 Oil Refinery =icsiz wiw o Fiwed afw At icwtam
FRg =Fetm =TA cecEcA SitalET e aifalT | :

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister, Home and Educa-
tion) : Mr. Spcaker, Sir, after hearing the speeches of my Honour-
able Friends Shri Goswami and Shri Borthakur, I feel convinced
that the motion that has been placed before the House is not
very happily drafted. The motion as it stands, before the
House, has very limited scope. Shri Goswami and Shri
Borthakur have referred to matters beyond the scope of the
motion, and they wanted to justify the action taken by them
regarding launching of the Satyagraha movement and these
things are not clearly relevant. Any way, I will try my best to
reply to them but I am sorry to add that my Friend who moved
the motion is not present now in the House to hear my reply to
he points raised by him.
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Mr. SPEAKER: According to the Parliamentary prac-
tice, the hon. Member who moves a2 motion should be in
the House to hear the reply givenn by the Hon’ble Minister
to the points raised by the hon. Member.

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister, Home and Educa-
tion): Sir, we feel that there is no justification for them for
launching a Satyagraha Movement of this kind. In any way,
when my honourable Iriends, Shri Goswami and Shri
Borthzkur, have raised such points, I must reply point by point.

My honourable Friend, Shri Goswami, has pertinently
brought certain facts before the Hoqsc. ’l_‘hey have resorted to
Satyagraha movement on account of certain doubts that remain
in their minds. As there has been no clarification to those doubts
which have been raised by my honourable Friend, they resorted
to Satyagraha movement. [ would like to reply to his points
one by one.

He said that after the return of the delegation from New
Delhi after discussing matters with the Prime Minister and other
Hon’ble Ministers of the Government of India a statement
was issued by the Chief Minister, and that on perusal of that
statement Shri Goswami was not convinced and did not find
anything to remove his doubts. Thcreforc he resorted to
Satyagraha movement. Doubts are like—(1) that a signboard
has been placed at Barauni for a site for the Oil Refinery ;
(2) the final decision taken by the Government of Il](;lla. regard-
ing location of the Oil Refinery at Barauni still remains, and it
is not altered,(8) That settled fact about Barauniis still there and
could not be unsettled by our delegation, (4) that the statement
of the Prime Minister has given more emphasis on technical
and economic grounds. Here my Friend, Mr. Borthakur, also
is at one with Shri Goswami in that they apprehend that on
technological grounds and also on economic grounds the
Gauhati refinery may not be a sound proposition. Therefore
both of them want that this matter should be decided on political
ground only. These are their points.

Captain WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA [Phulbari
(Reserved for Scheduled Tribes)]: On a point of informa-
tion Sir, I would like to know whether at any time Government
communicated to the Central Government that if this question
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is not taken into consideration in favour of Assam, then the
entire Cabinet would resign ? That is also a political consi-
deration.

Shri MOTIRAM BORA  (Minister, Home and
Education): No, Sir, no communication of that kind was
ever communicated to the Central Government nor was it ever
made for that matter.

Now, Sir, if they are really sensible men as they are ex-
pected to be—they are hon. Members of this House and they
are all highly educated men, it is really surprising that they
should resort to Satyagraha of this nature on such flimsy grounds
that certain points were not clear. If they had any doubt on
any point, the best thing for them to do was to have that point
clarified. I would ask my Friend, Shri Borthakur, who is present

here and also through him to Mr. Goswami who is absent......
whether such action with serious consequesces was warranted
at all ?

Shri JAHANUDDIN AHMED (Bilasipara): On a
point of clarification, Sir. There was a ruling from the Chair
sometime in 1937 that when a Member of the Cabinet is
absent from the House at any time one of his colleagues may
note down the points discussed as it is their joint responsibility.
Similarly now when Shri Goswami, the Leader of the Opposition
is absent, we are taking notes for him.

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not object to anyone absenting
from his seat but 1 objected to Mr. Goswami because it was he
who moved this motion but did not wait to hear a reply to it.

Shri MOTIRAM BORA As I have said, Sir, the
best thing for them would be to get this clarification from
appropriate quarters. This clarification could have easily
been given to them by the Chief Minister himself if
he had been asked to do so. But instead of doing that
they have resorted to this Satyagraha movement. I would
respectfully ask my Iriends whether they have at any time
approached the Chief Minister to discuss these things
after he had issued his statement. They have not done that.
So where is the justification for this movement ? Sir, we have
all seen the result of this movement—near about one thousand
persons have been taken to jail.

Again, Sir, is the movement of this nature at all justified
on any other ground ? My Friend, Shri Borthakur, is saying
that he is anticipating that the Government of India may go
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against us or that the experts in preparing the project report
may be influenced by interested parties and their report may
go against us and so we may not get the refinery. On that
anticipation only they have launched this Satyagraha movement.
Sir, it is not correct to entertain such anticipation—we have
left these things to experts—we are not expert ourselves. Then
again, my Friend, Mr. Borthakur, was anticipating that the
expert report will be against us on technological and economic
ground and therefore he is asking the people to come to a
decision on a matter of this magnitude on a political ground
alone.

Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh):
My point is that the deci5101_1_on the location of the refinery
should be taken finally on a political basis as a matter of policy.

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister, Home and
Education): Sir, if decision for location of an industry is
taken on political ground alone, where that will lead us ?
SO it s ez ‘

Shri NILMIONEY BORTHAXKUR : There are instances
the world over that some important decisions have been
taken on political basis.

Shri MOTIRAM BORA I am sorry I cannot
accept the contention of my Friend, S.ir., that location of
an industry should be decided on pohtlcal. ground alone.
Sir, if that contention is acceded to, if this Government
or any other Government acceded to that? what would
be the consequences ? Sa}{, for instance, if .locaticm of s
paper industry, or a jute mill or things of that kind is decideq
on political ground alone, the people of Goalpara would demand
that it should be located in Goalpara, people of NOWgong
would demand that such and such industry should be located
in their area. What then would the Government do ? What
would the Government do if the question of location of indugtries
is left to political parties to be pulled this way and that way
without consideration whether it is economically or teChnicalIy
proper and sound to do so. Sir, these are untenable suggestions
and on such untenable considerations my Friends have launched
this Satyagraha movement.

Captain WILLIAMSON A, SANGMA [Phulbari,
(Reserved for Scheduled Tribes)]: May I know whether
Government approve or disapprove of this Satyagraha movement ?
From the fact that all prisoners taken in this connection have




1957] . RESOLUTIONS 2161

now been released and pending cases against others are being
withdrawn, it appears that Government approve of this move-
ment.

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister, Home and
Education): Sir, Government never approved a movement
of this kind. Owur case is that this movement is absolutely
unwarranted.

Captain WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA _[Phulbari
(Reserved for Scheduled Tribes)]: If the Government
do not approve of the movement, how and why did they
come to the present decision to set the Satyagrahis imprisoned
in connection with the refinery movement at liberty ?

Shri MOTIRAM BORA : I am going to reply to
the point raised by my Friend, Sangma. But before that
I would make this humble submission, Siz, I am only
surprised at the contention of my Friend, Shri Goswami, the
Leader of the Opposition, that decision on location of industry
be taken on political ground. Some youngsters were misguided
and instigated to take resort to the so-called Satyagraha move-

ent with a view to forcing the hands of the Government to
make a declaration that the refinery would be located in Assam
on political ground. Now my Friend is the Leader of the Opposi-
¢ion, tomorrow he may be occupying the treasury bench, will
he then go to decide thc? _location of an industry, be it small
or large, simply on political consideration alone ? They now
want to have the location of the refinery at Gauhati on political
round, and political ground alone, and therefore they are
faunching this movement which they call Satyagraha. This
¢ind of movement on such ground is not at all justifiable,
,nd I hope the House will agree with me on this point.

Now, Sir, as I have already stated, my Friend, Shri
Goswami, himself was requested by our Chief Minister to accom-
pany him to D_elhi so that he might have an interview with the
pe Prime Minister, if not with the Congress delegation which
a5 entirely separate from the Government delegation, at least
eparately, which, I am sure, could have been arranged by the
tshief Minister if he would only have given assent to the Chief

\finister’s request.
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Shri. NILMONEY BARTHAKUR (Dibrugarh) :
On a point of clarification, Sir, the Chief Minister did not
make it clear whether he wanted Shri Goswami to accompany

as an appendix to the Congress delegation or as the Leader of
the Opposition.

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister, Home and
Education): If the hon. Leader had any confusion in his mind

regarding this point, he could have sought for a clarification
from the Chief Minister.

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): Sir,
the hon. Leader of the Opposition was then the Chairman of
the Action Committee of the Satyagraha movement. As I had
some doubt because of a resolution passed by this Party that
he might not join the Congress declegation, I requested him,
as a responsible person, mnot as the Chairman of the Action
Committee, to go to Delhi and have an interview with the
Prime Minister on the refinery issue. If, however, he would
have told me that he would like to have the interview not with
the Congress delegation, then in that case, I am sure, I could
have arranged for him a separate interview with the Prime
Minister, and as a matter of fact, I arranged such an inte
view for Shri Hem Barua, Praja Socialist Party Member of
Parliament in the Lok Sobha.

Captain WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA [Phuibati
(Reserved for Scheduled Tribes)]: If it was a Congre
delegation, then it was only natural that Shri Goswami refust
to accompany the Congress delegation to Delhi.

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI: As a party here in this
House, it is true, we represent the Congress Party, but as@
Government we represent cvery party here in this Houge. Y5
the Congress party led a delegation to Delhi, but as a Gover”
ment, it had its own delegation too, which went separately.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur): Mr.
Speaker, Sir, I do not want any discussion in the House &
whatever discussion I had with the Leader of House on (h®
point was of a very private nature. But as he had referred ©
the matter on the floor of the House, I now feel it necessaty
to say that he invited me to go to Delhi. Tt was, as if, T woul
go, and he would arrange the interview. The hon. TIeade"
of the House was aware that I was the Chairman of the Actio?
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Committee at that time. If his intention was that I should
go to Delhi as the Chairman of the Action Committee, he could
have told me so. This was not done. He only said, “Well,
you come, and I shall arrange an interview.” Well, what
ort of an interview, I do not know.

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): In
this connection, one thing has not been stated. When I invited
‘him,  he told me that he could not say definitely whether he
would be in a position to go, but that he would first consult the
the Action Committeec and then let me know. But later on
[ received a telegram from him at Delhi that he could not go
| The copy of that telegram is with me now.

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister, Home and Educa-
tion): So, Sir, it is clear that if only he would have stated his
intention clearly to the Chief Minister, that he would go to
Delhi in case an independent interview was arranged and not as
the Leader of the Opposition but as the Chairman of the Action
Committee, that could have been arranged as the hon. Mem-
bers have themselves heard from the Chief Minister.

Mr. SPEAKER: This matter has been talked of enough
much more than is necessary, and I would request the Hou bk
\linister, so far as this particular point is concerned, not to
filate on 1t any more.

Shri MOTIRAM BORA : Yes, Sir, but what I want to
oint out is that the hon. Leader of the Opposition could have
ot the position clarified frpm the Chief Minister if only he so
Lsired. But instead of this, to set a volt face to the humble
.quest of the Chief Minister of the State does not speak very
goqucntly of the high sense of public duty which the hon.
eader of Opposition possesses, I am sure, in such an abundant
fleasure-

Now, Sir, our case all along was that all the facts that
yere Mecessary to arrive at the decision for locating the refinery
ad been gone into, and that in case all these facts were
)mpcrly placed before Prime Minister, the decision might be
ifferent. So, with this intention we went to Delhi;, and the
Lult is well known. . We got the decision once arrived at
b Opcned. And if again it is decided to instal the refinery




2164 = RESOLUTIONS [11ta Nov.

at Barauni, that will require a second decision. Under the
crcumstances there was no justification, when the whole
question has been kept open, to resort to a Satyagraha.

Mr. SPEAKER: It is now 12-30. The House will now
adjourn for lunch till 2 p.m. when the Minister-in-charge will
resume his speech.

Adjournment

The Assembly was adjourned for lunch till 2 p.m.
After Lunch

(Deputy Speaker, presided).

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (I\_/Iinister, Home and Educg.
tion): Mr. Deputy Specaker, Sir, from the speeches of the
hon.” Members of this House I have already shown thejr
reason for launching this Satyagraha movement. This
movement was either launched for clarification of doubts
or for having certain political decision about the locq.
tion of the refinery in Assam. Now, Sir, my respectful
submission is whether they have got their objective fyl-
filled. Nowhere have my Friends said that they haye got
their objective fulfilled but they have withdrawn this movemen;
without having their objective fulfilled. And  why? Sir,
it must be either they have failed in their objective or there
may be some other COHCIUS}OH' Sir, though my Friends have not
admitted their failure in this movement but the fact remaing that
they have withdrawn the movement and though they do not
admit the failure of the movement the conclusion is irresistiple,
that it failed. They launched this movement with certain
objective in view, either for the clarification of doubts or a
political decision about the location of the Refinery in Asgam.
Sir, if my Friends do not admit the fzul.ure, there may be
other conditions—namely, that my Friends have realised
their mistakes and therefore they have withdrawn the movement
after realising their own mistakes and I am sure my Friends have
vealised their own mistakes because people do not come forward
now to join the movement. There_fore, .SII', from whatever
stand point the matter 15 looked into, it has become quite
clear or as clear as crystal water that the movement was pot
warranted by any circumstances and it was altogether unwarran.
ted. That is my submission to you, Sir,

Then again, Sir, MY Fl“_lends have Confpsed two points.
Two points are involved 1n this matter, one is the location of
the refinery but as far as the location of the refinery is con-
cerned, there is no question that we are all one in this matter,

4
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The difference between my Friends on the opposite side and us
on this side is on fundamental matters. Sir, they are confusing
the two things, so far as the location of the refinery is concerned,
we are all one and our difference is on the method of approval.
So far as the Satyagraha movement is concerned, the country
is not behind them, only a very small section of the people is
behind the Satyagraha movement. The Satyagraha movement
is not getting support from the country and so now my Friends
have realised this and they have withdrawn the movement
without having their objective fulfilled. Sir, my Friends want to
have the refinery in Assam through a political decision and
since they have failed in their objective, they have now with-
drawn it. Now if we look to the number of persons courting
arrest you will find that the number is daily on the decrcase
and it is crystal clear that the movement has become unpopular
now. If any one reads the newspapers he will find that the
number of persons for the Satyagraha movement is going down
every day, thatis also an indication that the movement is getting
unpopular every day. This movement has not got the support
of the whole country behind it and it has got no deep roots at
all. Sir, my submission is that this movement was a movement of
two or three political parties just to discredit the Congress, it
is just to make the Congress unpopular that they have taken
recourse to this kind of Satyagraha movement. Sir, my Friends
wanted to unsettle the settled fact and that has been achieved
by us. The decision had been taken that the location of the
refinery would be at Barauni. That was regarded as a final
decision. After the final decision was taken, our Chief Minister
along with his other colleagues met the Prime Minister on a
a deputation and placed before the Prime Minister some
material reasons which convinced the Prime Minister to agree
to our point of view and, therefore, the decision to locate the
refinery at Baruani had to be abandoned at least temporarily.
In view of the facts placed before the Prime Minister he had
to agree to reopen the case and allow the preparation of another
Project Report with Gauhati as its site......... B e koo

Shri TARUN SEN DEKA (Nalbari-West): In the
Experts Committee Report, Gauhati was given the third place—
Why is this new project report required?

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister, Home and
Education) :  Sir, it needs only a litde amount of
imagination. If it was actually in the third place,
that has been altered to a front place and now a pro-
ject report is allowed to be made in respect of that place
which was said to be occupying a third position, That
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means Gauhati is no longer in the 3rd place, it has now come
to occupy a front place. So I think I have been able to convince
the House that by placing certain facts and figures and certain
arguments which could not be refuted, we have succeeded in
unsettling a scttled fact and ultimately the Prime Minister had
to agree to reopen the case. Sir, this is no mean achievement
and we could achieve this success because reason and public
opinion were behind us. Not only we could gather sufficient
data, sufficient materials to place before the Prime Minister to
convince him about our case, we had also the sympathy and
support of political opinion of our country. All this led to our
success. Therefore, when we could have the political sympathy
of the entire country behind us, would it be prudent on our
part now to eliminate that sympathy ? Will it be wise for us
to antagoénise public sympathy that we have been getting so
long ? That is the reason why we have asked our Friends not
o resort to a Satyagraha movement which may lead to anta-
gonise public opinion in our couniry. With that end in view
d their co-operation in making the project report a
we wanted their full support and co-operation in the
preparation of a successful project report, and the Chief Minister
made an appeal to all of them to extgnd their co-operation.
But, Sir, what do we find tq-day ? No such response was coming
forth from them ; they did not give us any kind of assistance,
any kind of co-operation. On the contrary, they launched a
movement which was altogether unwarrantf:d and unjustified.
We have, by this inovement, alienated public sympathy. Tam
just going to cite one 51nglc mstance to convince .the House how
this kind of agitation has led to antagonise public sympathy in
our country. It is know: to the hon. Members of this House
that the Praja Socialist Party Member from Gauhati who was
returned to the Lok Sabha staged a walk-out from the Lok Sabha
on this issue of refinery sometime before. Did anyone else of the
Praja Socialist Party or of any other party follow him ? When
my Friend, Shri Barua, sta,_ged a walk-out.wnh regard to this
matter, he did not find a single Member. in the Lok Sabha to
support him, to stage a walk-out, along with him. Not to speak
of other parties, even from his own party no Member followed
him. That is a clear indication, if any indication is at all
wanted, that we are fast losing _sympathy not only of our own
State but also of other places in India. That 1s what we
apprehended has happened. We were apprehending that it
would be injuring our very Cause.

we wante
success,

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur): I am
afraid the Minister is confusing the issue. The walk-out was

i |
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on the 15th July long before the movement was started which
was on 14th August.

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister, Home and Educa-
tion): At any rate on this very issue the movement was started,
an deven before the starting of this movement, the agitation that
was led by Shri Barua on the floor of the Lok Sabha had no sup-
port. That is a clear indication how things are going on, how we
are fast losing public sympathy from our country. Government
all along apprehendec that a movement of this kind was likely
to lead to unpleasant and undesirable consequences, a Satya-
graha on an issuc like this was likely to lead to unpleasant con-
sequences. Government was apprehending that such a situation
might arise any day which might cause breach of law, breach of
peace and many unpleasant things. My Friend, Mr. Goswami,
has moved the resolution to discuss the situation created by this
movement. He moved the resolution with limited purpose but
went bevond the scope of the resolution itself and he said lots
of things about the necessity of this Satyagraha movement. He
did not, however, have the goodness to say anything about
undesirable consequences although it was known to him that
this movement actually led to undesirable consequences. 1 only
refer to him the incident of our Chief Minister at Gauhati after
he returned fromm Delhi. I only refer to the incident in which
our Chief Minister, after he returned from Delhi where he led a
delegation to the Prime Minister, was manhandled at Gauhati.
What a sad thing itis, Sir ! The Chief Minister led a delegation
to New Delhi and was successful in unsettling a settled fact, in
reopening the casc and he wanted to make a statement in this
connection, in a public meceting, organised in memory of late
Desbhakta Tarun Ram  Phukan. Our Chief Minister was
invited by the organiser to make a statement as to what was
the result of the delegation he led to Delhi. He attended the
meeting and what happened ? Tt is known to all. I need
not recapitulate those things here. It is very regrettable that
an aged and respcctable gentleman like our Chief Minister
was surrounded by some people. He was confined there and
he had to be rescued by students of some institutions who went
there. It is a well known fact, Sir. The Chief Minister was not
even allowed to make a statement and rather he was insulted
inthisway. So I was telling that such kind of movement
would lead to undesirable consequences. I would have been
glad if 19y Friend, Shri Goswami, in course of his statement
would have made a reference to such an incident. But he has
cleverly omitted all these things. That is why, Sir, I would only
request my friend to make a note of such things—that such
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undesirable things may happen if they resort tc such a kind of
Satyagraha without much thought and plan.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur): Sir, the
Satyagraha was started on the 14 th of August and the incident
took place on the 28th of July. So it has nothing to do with the
Satyagraha movement. Between the 14 th of August and to-day
can they say that any such incident has taken place ?

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister, Home and Educa-
tion) : Before the Satyagraha was started, even when the prilimi-
naries were being worked but by them, such unfortunate things
happened and when they found this they should have abandoned
such movement. As a matter of fact, Sir, if the Government
did not take utmost precaution to avoid unpleasant incidents a
very serious and unpleasant situation might have arisen as a
result of their uncalled for and ill-conceived movement.

Shri HIRALAL PATWARI (Panery) : 9NR ¢Tobi<as
T Giats g cdits’) @@ a2 AortarE =i @ft z9 afw coa Ciaaeie omes
GifE EiE | o2 FtEcdE @ Aws o< oA oEeE @2 (oE  citdmbelfe
IS ZACT 924 |

Shri MOTIRAM BORA : Sir, here we are not con-
cerned with whether the oil refinery will be established
in Assam or not. We are concerned here with the resolu-
tion—the situation created by the Satyagraha movement.
So far as the resolution is concerned our Sscope is res-
tricted. My Friends, Shri Goswami and Shri Borthakur, should
not have supported ~such movement where hundreds of
youngsters were incited to launch such an uncalled for move-
ment and court imprisonment. When we are all one in our
demand what is the necessity of starting such a movement ?
Let us have patience, let us sece what are the contents of the
report of the Expert Committee ; what is the Project report ?
Before we have all these things it is quite premature to launch
such a movement and to create such an unpleasant situation,
It was only done to discredit the Congress Qo_vernment, to
make a political propaganda. This is my suspicion all along,
otherwise I do not find any justification for this kind of uncalled
for movement. Many a time we have asked for their co-opera-
tion in the matter of making out a successful Project Report, but
we did not get their co-operation in such — matters. They
did not respond to such invitation. So I say this movement
was started with a political motive behind it. There cannot be
any other conclusion. That 1s my reply to some of the points
of my Friends in the Opposition. With these observations
Sir, I resume my seat. :
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Resolution r¢: the abnormal fall in the prices of Agri-
cultural produce.

Shri GOPESH NAMASUDRA [Patharkandi (Re-
served for Scheduled Castes)] : My. Deputy Speaker,
Sir, T beg to move: ““This Assembly do now take into
onsideration the critical situation created by the abnor-
mal fall inthe prices of Agricultural produces, particularly
paddy and rice simultzmepgsly w‘ith the rise in price level of
other necessary commodities of daily use in the district of
Cachar.”

T2, 92 oAl ATI TwiAT T Wi wwrw  ofF EEREE S i T

Grd FIST TR | 49 OFIST FUAR @F Fawd @, w4 T i
Bfg] BT WS I SR AST T A TE (el ety T

W qa3 40 e eiten aneE fwEet 4 apmen Beto ferses l

T4 QT TZ0wT AT 93 TN A i ofrey ofefifd e
1§ 7e72f7 SiEEEA-corecaa <[if9, I, OTT affn 933 Gifewt o o
bifeg <4 WA Tirw oefeE MRS wiwe ECCIENR SECa i T e
Wpm ZCA AP o AR @i |

47 SHST Al IS P17 tom @t weEe @i Ty
ot 2iF=iE Metw e e wifce At g “The food. situe
tion in India is difficult......... T TS 7 IrAeT W
ered AFIb AtETE [E Tt 9FF TEaw gwee TIF TS di7-piSrag
g fEifS @92 Bow =y A TS 21t Bedtofw Tacs Iy qFTq
7 ofef 4 fZolea, FaF fZoa o9 933w caty IR TN

q:d 43 AT TN AT TASHIET T AR @9 MEREI O o
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b o AT LA G WS ARST 74 @90 ety w4 | =

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Supply):
gy A [ qEcg

Shri GOPESH NAMASUDRA : wsica smwaiz Sifers
! grew, 96! Shameful. T+ satwg, e w@m fRotve
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Shri RAM NATH SARMA (Lumding): What is your
suggestion ?

Shri GOPESH NAMASUDRA (Patharkandi (Re-
served for Scheduled Castes) : <99 w447 s
e Ade @t F=E ) ey
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Mr. SPEAKER: Reslution moved: ¢“This Assembly do
qpow take into consideration of the critical situation created
py the abnormal fall in the prices of agricultural produces,
parncularly paddy and rice simultaneously with the rice in
pricq level of other necessary commodities of daily use in the
qistrict of Cachar.”

Shri HIRALAL PATWARI (Penary): S4#®7 J2iwT,
f=1d TEA ol ATl aeie Aot (iR Fracd FigR Tt w0 s
197 SeTiE FigT fFalg 4 Biesm wiw <f g Wi T ARSH
zA @ A Aifzog 3fF 1 orete @2 s swetah i o [eiRce-
vz A w2 W@ Faca ARt dfews |
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M. MOINUL HAQUE CHAUDHURY (Ministers

riculture): On a point of clarification, Sir. My friend
4 the shortest-statured man in the House. How can he contain
#e whole of Cachar inside him ?  (laughter)

Shri HIRALAL PATWARI: f3g o7 fes @feq om
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Shri MOHI KANTA DAS (Deputy Minister): Has
he got khatas, i.e., books of accounts since 400 A, D, Sir, ?

‘Shri HIRALAL PATWARY  (Panery): wig v fifis

S99 TAT—
pre=a wiT it 840
(4oGE] 5 g 20y
fagq 5 " (doN
frds > 34 @

(12 ae wu4as T wi wifgm e —opoice)
(widfer dietg A7 Fegrals 2 :~—voice)

R wHE miA Sfaniv 4at =9 ((laughter)
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wta 453 SH9» bTe bfewa wiT

i 840
cgA9 Cafce R0\
[EER e ({oN
wi2=g et a
coeTiE cteet S3110
s <= EN

@2 FAE i e =intas TEH e 9iF A9 TWmE Ot @
GBFT  WINCIDE GTF T BieT il colfem | sifers @fem o et
I wifwrideiE aF1 971 @iEE T Gz YifEtn aite frere 939 Ade
A gy ditw | afem e AT a% ug oia el e SiE |
@Fs WEl FES OF (2O uz T%Ed Flacd cafed o 013 BRiee @f
(7 1 I o

Voice :-—=mi15  fFata ot <=ftg 2

Shri HIRALAL PATWARY (Panery): ST 73
b B 1 2 B G o B 3V B ) (ol e 7 ) s £ (o BT - B A T
waew Black marketing Control =f3g?

You will have to control business men. They must have
to know how many Golas those are in Assam and all the
situation of the State because we have taken the responm-
- hbility. Now it is an absolute necessity.

gfem BT T Fics cFoaes =9 wiag oingy OitE AT |

Shri GAURISANKAR ROY (Katlicherra): 3w #wa
ZATY T STAGEAT AT JaTaT F4T 97 |

Shri HIRALAL PATWARY : g9 sW ®? # adsm
MITRT L 99 SHTAR g 29 S oeeerr 9 Y | W SmE Wy
gaar g ot faaam gw fad Ssd gy feg @O AT g2 A @
fr 9a STATHH IS T AT T AEY a1, faaEr TS 2

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHAUDHURY (Minister,
Agricalture): =9 ATy ey T o W
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Shri HIRALAL PATWARY  (Panery): <t &, w3
fewt & & armen = i fF g WA wEEw W aa A guw @ Ll
gafrd & feedt 7 & e

W gg FeAr A@Ar g B AW AAA F @A T gE@d A v
ot gzar =nfed | g wree d At srgrer SIS # A qw o &
g mrsThe ot SISl FT 2 93T d% T 8 SHE AT W 9 ATHesT
AW AT AEN 3| FAD GEeARd gATL (FEE WAl F1 FrmiE g wmf gy
AT ZATE 19 UF FHAATIIAT HT T47 2 )

ZarE 7T AERAR fage qA-aeE wEA A 7z FifEsw w5 N R o s
FT A9 92 IF AR gL HIEHT &1 q60 GHAA O 194 97 1 33 2 iy
Fifgd | fRg O 9@EE FT 0 I OTIAT AE AMfEd | qW W@ # §ig
AT T AST FT ATA AT A0S |

q A=Al g % 3 GAEATRT TATAE 92T ZEAF &
ad 3 fF A gHIL i A ZATE SR A aTeT ¥ AT W@ &
W g SATET A1 &, gATE TEIS & AT A & g% 997 FA &7 90193,
QT (AT AT 2 | 3T FICW AT FT I WY A ST 3
A ATAT d78 FTAT A | Y@ T AT AT fF52097 F#a 9997 o
a T gz SR 1 AT IH GHEAT F FUH F AT TEEAT ERT | zhm
#arr  Inter District @#= @1 JMgd | @19 a9 F 70 fmg gz
Inter District sfaaras @Y gr =fea o

:
3
:

1
1

azzrﬁmmrsfaﬁﬁ'marwgmﬁ,ugag“rqaﬁaf?raragﬁ;@
9H fHe & fad A FALEA3 @3 w1 A E | zafed 6 aRmay
S ram ATEAT AT AEE T AM0ET | TR FT A AT g9L FAIOF Sorda
TT7 Waﬁgw ar fF Fre s fFawit #1 T aweis a5y T
T FET T2

g TI T3
g1
& ()

a,ﬁ .
g wE T Wifgd F zma ol i fgar

Fragre faaqd mae awr 2 |
WEET qAT IAF [AATTRT EF AATE
FHA AT F1 AR FCAT AT(EH |
IIE FAT AMEE |

_‘J
i
%}31

fall A
i
g,
e}
=

g @ wigd 7 3@ fwem & @l o o a8 ) oY o sd A
i w0 =g )

Shri GAURISANKAR ROY (Katlicherra) : srges
FAA SATITZATE , TEH (a9 AT FAT ALET AT qqrER 7 E freg dmia &
A qz AT £ 1 3 (ad 4 & feared e ?

_ Shri HIRALAL PATWARY : st =, = 4 4
5% o weft a2 @y g 1 AN E =W ave il w9 221 zafd T ALl

G g e 7 g AT T ST mez A A § 1w wge
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A FHET @rE A B aTET FIZ ) PumpsaqTg a1 T4 FL 0 TTH AGTET
3 AT T ATAAT FT G 21 T WS ST &3 (% @i b qug arfer &r
o wEIET T & Gfafata aEE a6 o) I°E WA 8 NTIAT FI A0 6
qw arfear 21 | @ ST wEd "qwar &l |

Shri GAURISANKAR ROY (Katlicherra) : =1 wer<d
e & gfafafa & a1 s & afafafag ?

Shri HIRALAL PATWARY (Panery) : 1 @ g SFav
% yfafafy &1 feeg & wana & sfafafa s @ g ) & FIEAAT H1 faar Fr
3 WA £ | AEEY F1 wIqT 997 IFATAT AT THAS 2 | AN AR b M
£ wrErT & afafafa gEa § 1 S8 WEm A wraAn FAT SAT(gd, WX "I AT
727, Pumps #T == 9 IFT AR FT AIZ FA AfeA |
§ FEAT AEAT £ 06 WS WA A grew agd a0 ) T gaR A s fad
T AT FIRTE AT WfEd | GTRry FHATal 1 a69 dgr &A1 A
a9 TAfE 81 | F AT SEed F7 dre @ded g99 gl | HIX A9
AT zmi foar wTsdl AT 7 e ga¥ gawT Gar fRAT gE 4v A A
g el & fad gg sf=a 7@ fae :

AT 2 AGE AT I gATEl F1 AL fage s A ] A 9% AW AL

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Supply) :
Mr, Deputy Speaker, Sir, although this motion reached me
rather late, I readily agreed to it because it would afford us an
opportunity to discuss the situation in respect of the prices of
rice and paddy in the Cachar district. Sir, at the outset I have
to say that it is not correct that there has been an abnormal fall
in the prices of agricultural produce, and also I am obliged
to observe that the statement of my learned Friend, Shri Nama-
sudra, which is of a statistical nature, 1s not borne out by
facts, Comparative study of the prices of rice and paddy last
year and this year will go to show that the contention of my
jearned Friend  is not correct. In October and November 1957
the market prices of Sali rice were reported to vary from Rs.28-8-0
to Rs.25-8-0 per maund, and the price of Sali paddy from
Rs.12-8-0 to Rs.13 per maund. These prices are in no way to
be regarded as abnormally low. During the corresponding month
of the last year, the prices of Sali rice varied from _RS.QO to
Rs.94-4-0 per maund. Perhaps my ]?‘ricpd is referring to or
thinking about prices of Ahu paddy and rice. Recent reports
show that the market price of Ahu paddy now varies from
Rs.7-8-0 to Rs.8-4-0 per maund, and the market prices of Ahu
rice from Rs.13 to Rs.18 per maund according to local circums-

tances.
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It may be mentioned that there are certain areas in the
interior where because of cost of transport the prices generally
remain low. There had been a recession in prices, as movement
of Ahu paddy and rice from Cachar to other districts was not
quick for sometime owing to non-availability of sufficient
wagons. It may be re-called that the type of wagons which are
used on the hill section is diflerent from those normally used on
the plains line and the number of this type of wagons is not
verygreat. The Railway authorities have been specially
requested to make sufficient number of wagons available so that
Aus rice and paddy can move freely from Cachar to other
districts of Assam Valley where prices are high. Tt is now
understood that there has been definite improvement in the
supply position of wagons and  this will certainly raise the
market prices of Aus rice and paddy in areas where prices
have gone down.

Shri JAHANUDDIN AHMED (Bilasipara): But the

wagons will never come.

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH (Minister, Supply):
Whatever that may be, Sir, it may be recalled that during the
last session of the Assembly Shri Namasudra criticised Govern-
ment for abnormally high prices of rice in Cachar., It was
not very long ago, it was on 29th June 1957—(now, July,
August, September and October, only four months Intervening, )
Let us recall what our Friend said on that occasion. These are

the words he uttered :—

“TRites watem Figeed 4 FhEE wnr steng aig fioaee Sifoafes
il @ o smefcs T w9 oifwaeam | e ey 2wy
ORI 1[5 S i M T B M1 e B o o B e B R Rt BCIGE
I X2\ BT A fomr g ety 417 Tl Aitns e e T
I A T Jowe TEFE FE AT (T B | winie zErs 1 Pre BT
5ISH 9% FafF €I coEl 4T A°FE e IJOTCAT TIT TG By #pfie
e TetAfs o Aoz Az fisbe o #H5iEatfEem

At that time he was pleading for stoppage of export of rice
and paddy from Cachar and cemplaining of unusually high
Prices. Sir, if the Government are to follow scrupuloys]
the advice given by our Friend, Shri Namasudra, Government
Will find itself, in not distant future, in the plight of the
father, the son and the ass’ in Aesop’s fable which Govern-
ment can jll afford to do. If there is any surplus in any
district it is the common principle that the surplus quantities
should move outside the district so that the prices may not
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fall. Tt is really creditable on the part of Government
that the prices which according to Shri Namasudra went up had
aeen brought down to a reasonable level.

Now, Sir, in order that the cultivators who have got
surplus stocks may not be affected, Government have decided
to purchase Aus paddy in Cachar at a reasonable price fixed,
2, Rs.9 per maund with bags, and Rs.8-4-0 per maund
without bags, and store it in Government godowns. Necessary
instructions have already been issued to the Deputy Commissioner
of Cachar for starting the work immediately. Besides, move-
ment of rice and paddy which has already been programmed
will be despatched. Thus there is no cause for any alarm.
I can assure my Friend that arrangements have been made to
have Government godowns in every subdivision so that where-
ever there is surplus paddy the same may be procured and
stored in Government godowns for movement to other deficit
arcas so as to assist the deficit pockets in the same area.

Whatever may be the view of the mover, itis not possible
to climinate normal trade channel in the present circumstances.
1f the suggestions put forward by the hon. Member are carried
out trade channel will be completely upset. Sir, it is
. nown to everyone that there is no complete control now
,nd in the absence of complete control, many suggestions put
yrward by my learned Friend cannot be carried out. But
can assure him that those suggestions of his which are feasible
~d practicable will certainly be attended to.

If the trade channel functions properly and there is regular
_,vement of rice and paddy from surplus areas to deficit areas
ices cannot be very low. The fact that prices are not yet
., low is proved by the existence of 25 Fair Price shops uptill
v in Karimganj Subdivision.

Sir, the suggestions which have been put forward by my
“iend, Shri Patwari, are welcome and 1 have also appreciated
s interesting account as to hon the economy of India from a
g time past has changed to this present state. Not very long
b, if 1 rfzmeml)e}" aright, only 20 years back, perhaps, rice
.. selling in Manipur at annas 14 per maund, and there was
. cost of transport added here. Sir, as regards t_he price of
“ or commodities, it is well-known,  there is the inflationary
“dency in India owing to a large amount of money .bemg
“wcted into the country for these development projects in the
wiynd Five-Year Plan, and proportionately, consumers’ goods
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are notavailable. Soallround rise of price is in evidence and,
if I may say so, from a perusal of world conditions to-day, it is
evident that everywhere prices are higher than they used to be
immediately after the last Great War. I submit, Sir, necessary
arrangements are being made for procuring 20lakhs maunds of
paddy out of the nextwinter crop so that the Government will
have in their hands stock to put where there is great necessity
as alsc to render help to those cultivators who have got surplus
paddy in their hands. I hope the Government of India will
give us due permission for this arrangement.

Resolution 7¢: Widespread drought in the State
and its consequent effect

Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugarh) ;
Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that this Assembly
do now take into consideration the acute situation caused b
widespread drought in the State and its consequent effect on
the production of food-grains.

Sir, I believe the hon. Members of the House are fully
aware that we are in the midst of an acute drought condition
in our State, particularly, in the districts of Nowgong and
Kamrup and in parts of the districts of Goalpara and Darrane
and in consequence of this widespread drought, the most imp()rtaf{'é
crop, namely, winter paddy, is not expected to prove success-
ful, the result of which is the inevitable depletion of the
rice stock of our State which may lead to famine conditions
in some areas. As far as I can see, our Government are not as
alive to the situation as it is expected of them. It can be very
well argued that such a condition of drought is the work of
nature, and the Government have no control over
the idiosyncrasies of Nature. It can certainly be
argued like that. But on a careful consideration of the
whole matter, it will appear that weather condition is not alone
responsible for this drought condition prevailing in the country
to-day. We had several droughts in the past, and the droughts
occur in our State intermittently. It may be quite well-known
to the Members of the House, that if this drought condition is
not properly tackled in time, it may assume a proportion more
serious and damaging than even the recurrent floods inasmuch
as floods confine themselves to particular places or localities
mostly low-lying areas, and can be controlled by human ingenuity
at comparatively lesser cost and with greater efficiency, while
drought conditions which usually prevail in a much larger scale
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are beyond the control of our growers and cultivators. The result
of drought is vastly damaging not only to the crops but also
to the live-stock which brings in its trails the resultant famine
on a still wider scale. In my recent tours as a member of the
Estimates Committee I had the opportunity of visiting several
districts, and from my experience I can state without any
hesitation in my mind that the crops, particularly, the winter
crops, this year will not prove very successful and a famine
condition may prevail in most of the drought areas. Now the
question is: why this drought has come ? As I have already
mentioned, it comes intermittently. But it can also be dealt with
by human ingenuity becauvse modern science has developed to
cuch an extent that it is now no longer necessary to be entirely
dependent on Nature and it can be circumvented by methods,
made available to us by the modern science. In the districts
of Nowgong and Kamrup, as far as I had been able to judge
owing to the failure of the Government policy, or rather it will
be proper to say, lack of policy at all, this drought condition has
been further accentuated and aggravated. For example, to
prevent floods Government have constructed a number of
embankments on the banks of big rivers such as the Brahmaputra
and others. As a result of these ‘embankments, water has been
completely shut out from coming to the paddy fields. No
rovisions have been made for allowing water to enter the
fields for agricultural purposes. We have mnot scen any sluice
ates in either of the districts of Kamrup and Nowgong. As
2 result, the peasantry have been made to suffer in two ways.
Frirst, these embankments prevent the flood waters which carry
jarge quantity of silts and fertilize the fields, from entering
¢he fields. This deprives the soil of moisture and 1ertility and,
a5 a result, whatever crop they grow requires additional water
which has to be brought in at additional cost and labour in all
¢hose regions where rains fail cr the usual rainfall is poor,
and even then the yield becomes very poor due to loss
of fertility. Then again, little provision has been made
(o drain out rain water through these embankments,
¢he inevitable result of which is the fluoding of the fields by
rain water which sometimes stays on for weeks together.
ow these embankments are undertaken by the Embankment
and Drainage Department of the Government. It appears to
¢ that these embankments are made without any reference
to the Department of Agriculture of the Government which
can be in a position to advise as to whether a sluice gate in
an embankment will be necessary to allow water to go out or
come in for agricultural purpose in a certain place. No provi-
sion has been also made anywhere, particularly, in the
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Nowgong District for providing tanks for reservation of water
for use in the fields during droughts. This apparently should
be the function of the Agriculture Department to see whether
the peasants have sufficient stock of water for use  when
required in their fields. But unfortunately there appears to
be no provision to look to this aspect of the matter, which
speaks a lot about the Agricultural Policy of the Government.
Further, our Government’s policy of maintaining reserved forests
which are Nature’s rain-bearers is defective, Rather, it would be
more correct to say, our Government have no definite policy
regarding the conservation of forests, Dcforg:static.)n has been
going on wantonly, there is nobody to chpck it. It is very diffi-
cult to say whether failure of the Kaki project in Nowgong is not
due to this wanton deforestation of the area. History tells us, this
ruthless deforestation policy of the then ruling class is at the root
of the extinction of rich civilizations of Syria and Babylon, Here
in this country also, we are facing with arid conditions in certain
parts. Therefore our Forest and AgriculL.urc Departments and the
Department of Embankment and Drainage should co-ordinate
their activities in such a manner so that the forest wealth of oyr
country, wherever they are in existence are carefully preserved,
and where there is none, our people should be encouraged to
grow them. In the countries where rainfall is very poor they haye
with the aid of modern science built up sufficient LESETvVoirs
of waters to irrigate the cultivable lands. In Assam where
the average rainfall is never below 40 to 50 mches, it ig quite
posiible to conserve the rain water so that the drought condj-
tion can be successfully fought. In Palestine water is collected
from dew-drops by allowing the dew to condense on smooth
stone slabs placed at a slant. The condensed dew-drops which
trickle down the stone slabs are collected in basing placed at
the feet of the slabs. In Assam where we have plenty of rain-
fall such laborious process need not be undertaken. It will be
enough if irrigation facilities are extended to drought areas, It
is necessary that our peasantry be initiated_ to all forms of
irrigation, They sheould be cncouraged to maintain tanks and
reservoirs of water within the agricultural lands, Deep tube
wells may be provided wherever possible in drought areas, We
should also try to introduce some new methods of cultivation, so
that our people even in arid areas may be induced o grow
some suitable varieties of food crops. ~ Unless things are done
in a planned and scientific manner Assam shall never
self-sufficicht in food. In order to increase food production it
Is nccessary to bring more land under the plough.  But we must
also see that we do not allow any further deforestation. Op
the contrary we should have more trecg which by holding the

become
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moisture in the atmosphere act as Nature’s rain-makers. The
time has come when the Government should take ardent
measures to plant belts of forests around arid areas which will
not only act as wind screens by shutting out the dry wind but
shall also help in maintaining the optimum humidity. Belts
of trees should also be planted on the bank of the
rivers and in arcas where the rate of soil erosion is very high.
We may reclaim lands by dcforestation. Only when there
there are enough of forests in the neighbourhood or when
the necessity is absolutely imperative. But even then rich
forests should not be touched.  We should try to reclaim other
waste lands and for this purposec our mode of agriculture
may be rcorganised. I hope the Government will pay attention
to these problems with more seriousness. Sir, our cultivators
are being faced with problems that have become perennial,
so I think, the time has come to review the whole  pattern
of our agriculture. Sir, in the matter of agriculture, our
peasantry arc suffering all the year round from either drought
or flood. Government should therefore seriously consider
whether the time has come for us to take up new methods
of cultivation and whether cultivation of cereals other than
the wet paddy can be successfully introduced in our State.
I am of opinion that unless we change our pattern of Agri-
culture, we shall never be out of the woods. It is essential
that an attempt is made to change the agricultural habits
of our people to encourage them to grow crops that require
lesser quantity of water, and to grow several crops in rotation.
Greater emphasis should be laid on Rabi crops. This neces-
sarily involves a change in our food habits. I believe our
lasting solution lies in this dircction. We must adjust our food
habits to the needs of time and our Agriculture shall have
to adjust accordingly.

Further, Sir, in this age of science it 1is possible to
increase the moisture content of the soil by use of chemicals.
But, thanks, to our Department of Agriculture, we have not
been able to initiate the pecasantry to the use of fertilisers,
let alone the use of chemicals for augmenting the moisture
content of the soil. Our yicld per unit is falling due to the
gradual depletion of the fertility of the soil. We should be
alive to the situation and should read the writing on the.
wall. Science should be wedded to Agriculture. I am sure,
Sir, that by introducing new methods of science in cultiva-
tion, we shall not only be able to make ourselves sclf-syff-
cient, but may produce enough food to help our sister

States.
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Then again, Sir, our Government do not appear to have
done anything to off-set the effect of this widespread drought,
viz., famine. They have not built up a good stock of food-
grains as yet. The price of rice in the valley is already high.
Sir, we find that rice is selling here from Rs.27 to Rs.29 per
maund, whereas in Cachar District it is sold between Rs.8 to
Rs.9-4-0 during the harvest season, and it is for the Govern-
ment to put a stop to this disparity between the two valleys.
In Cachar District no sooner has the agricultural produce come
to the markets than the merchants purchase everything at the
prevailing market price which is forced below by the
company of merchants in . order to corner the _entire marketa-
ble surplus, so that they might dictate the price to the poor
consumers subsequently. So Government should restrict thig
particular move of the merchants. We are thankful to the
Finance Minister when he told the House that Government
have already taken a schcme to purchase a respectable quantity
of rice and to store it either on the State or the Central
account to be released as occasion so demands. I think the
Aus crop cannot be stored for a long time, so I believe some
other arrangement will have to be made. Government may do
well to purchase the surplus Sali paddy from the QCachar
District and store it. We have found that the Government
have not been able to link and balance the two valleys and the
result is that while we are starving here, in Cachar District
they are having a fall in price of paddy. Therefore, Govern-
ment should try to balance the price structure of food-grains
between the two valleys. We hope Government should be
alert to the situation and see that proper and S}li_table measures
as suggested are taken to prevent drought con_dluon, and should
also procure enough paddy so as to avert famine.

With these few words, Sir, I close. I hope Government
will also see their way to revise the present policy with regard
to Agriculture and initiate better methods so that we may havye
the maximum production of food-crops in our State.

Mr. SPEAKER : Resolution moved: ‘‘This Assembly
do now take into consideration the acute situation caused by
widespread drought in the State and its consequent effect on the
production of food-grain’.

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Palashbari): Mr,
Speaker, Sir, I am really grateful to my Friend, Mr. Borthakur,
for having brought to the House this important resolution.
He bas brought this resolution at a very opportune moment,
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By this resolution a warning has been given to the Government
of the condition which is prevailing in our State. ~We have
seen in newspapers that in our country drought has been pre-
vailing in seven States although the name of Assam is not there.
Sir, the condition in Assam as we have seen may be worse
than in some other States. I had the occasion of moving to
different districts and personally see the condition of paddy
in most of the districts. Except in Lakhimpur division and
Sibsagar district the paddy in other districts has been damaged
by drought. Even in Nowgong I have seen that for want of
water people have not been able to ret and wash the jute. Now
it is high time that Government should adopt certain measures
in the current year and also take up some measures for the
future so that the pcople of our State may not starve. Last
year, Sir, we saw that although our State was a deficit one,
Government’s figures showed our State as surplus. I request
the Government to make careful survey and to see that
actual state of affairs is enquired into. If our State is really
deficit, Government should procure paddy not only from our
own State but from other States also, if necessary, and to take
up measures to_produce both Rabi and Boro crops, if possible,
otherwise we will be in a very critical position and there may be
starvation in our State. Sir, every year we have found that our
State is suffering either from drought or floods. Now we should
take up measures to fight this drought. ~We have already
taken up measures to fight floods although it has not become
very successful and in case of drought also we should see what
measures can be taken up. Sir, these are the days of science
and therefore in these days Government should take up scientific
measures that even in the cases of droughts crops can be grown,
otherwise, Sir, if every year there is drought and flood, not to
speak of surplus food but our State will never be self-sufficient
in food. Sc it is now high time for the Government to adopt
sufficient measures for this year as well as for the future so that
there may not be any scarcity of food in our State. Government
should take scientific method of cultivation so that our State
may be a surplus one in the matter of foodgrains.

Shri NURUL ISLAM  (Dhing) : Mr. Deputy
Speaker, Sir, itis true that almost all parts of Assam are suffering
from a drought condition, more specially the districts of Now-
gong, Kamrup, Darrang and Goalpara. I can speak of
the district of Nowgong. Sir, Nowgeng is known, specially
Hojai in Nowgong, is called the granary of Assam. Now that
has gone. Now you will find this year that in the district of
Nowgong there is not sufficient paddy for the people to live on.
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. Sir, Nowgong district is divided into three parts. One part
15 suitable for growing paddy, one for jute and the for other te,
Now whatever jute they grew there was not sufficient water to
peel and wash them. So also in the paddy growing areas there
was not sufficient water for paddy to grow.” In the northern side
of the Nowgong district the Bund is responsible for this state
of things. This embankment was raised without any sluice
gate or without any inlet or outlet for water t0 come
and go and consequently, owing to this Bund, jute could not be
grown and so also paddy. That is the state of affairs in Nowgong
district. In the western side people were dependent upon
rain water. Now this year as there was not sufficient rain
there was no water to grow paddy. My Friend Shri Borthakyr.
has said that on account of the deforestation there has beer{
insufficient rain, I think it is correct. In the northern
district most of the paddy fields remained dry and nothing
could be had from that side.

Sir, if the Government does not come to the help of peasants
with sufficient funds and also with sufficient measures for the
protection of the cultivators of the Nowgong district and otheyp
districts, a time will come when peopic will be disappointed
and they will dic of starvation. So, Sir, it is desired that ip
order to protect the people of Assam suflicient measures should
be adopted so that people may grow paddy and other crops.

With these words, Sir, I resume my seat.

Shri RAM NATH SARMA (Lumding): T siage
ToelT, TR stedratz wify @fs =tifoar rziad eife @ WE  corgwe
R SRRl | 92 A3 INIET TS we 1 SWY 9T turg o
gt ifeT cafata 4 atw Ticg | afem w2 9fF oo ’FrEE cdifons 5
@ & T=zte @i eiEc sifs 99 oz Afas | PE

@Zh BF @ TS THET TS wiE wofEeEas 9 s g7
TS Afdvy C12ehl 9 FE CUAE 1 Toltaca st R Al =y e
A5 T = oty | fagw e Jute Cultivationd @ Ridirs wfg
A A G SRR A ol CTIAEE At aret Tifets Wit |
2AM A1 (T A ez FACAST Ty g oy ai Ty 8
o witafer wagte T Ffacg | afem wqez ahesw |, fes, e
difs i frz) FfReg | 9% TES AT @3 faqachia 21T 9 & w5
wif fi oty wwReA o cifSe @ ABT | siEAm AZTT T wh
«ofgate atm oty | (D&CAIFT AT amc’ﬁwwﬂﬁ?ﬁ?mwgﬁa
S zieiel wEE ol 77 1 T clfsrer g ofs T us
Uity | FeA cAforeE qEe A TOARE AeE it | e e Ry q’ W{"'
M2 J@ cafon @it sawiea w3 @bl o1z e e %'am‘”f
A2 | T cafod BoRw e A SFAT 7 acen 4 Wit M Forest
Reserve 71 fowrs witg @1F @i il sawics wes afeateacs fim
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A2 | «@EElEE TrEr clnEica awfaca feen wfews ol e 1 sl

F1FT e Z[ziachia A9dTS MM FE @ HAFA AT &FF IS
@4 (2 JqIEt TaE FA

qfem Fta stewt«iTl fastd Tiza goim 99z odd, @, 92
Fi6fTs b1 1T, 4T <isfTe (F E AAte el @R TR 9 9% W16
FiFmre FATFAl FfAa cEiE, corEea, AT wwE AR Aifoea T4
75 | 1 cFiem T = 3 zeae g b Sesiiva Sf9e gfenis A 9l |
LAt s seielfer Awfota aued e #fRfefS fZofts w1 <@ =i |
am Afafzfes afe Sl wiw I8 9 T guRls GEEiR AR
F@ dite corzea Az AFeE @Al TFE 1 9ify At Aen TeE . TS
faatta atn Sfe wfza gagz @i 5FARTT BT aifR | oz Fiaed 2aE
difos a7 FfEAAca pawaa biF g2 afFdd FfREea |

*Captain WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA [Phulbari (Re-
served for Scheduled Tribes)]: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I thank
the hon. mover of this Motion for bringing to the notice of
the House about the acute food situation due to widespread
drought in the State and its consequent effect on the production
of foodgrain.

Previous speakers have already stated about this acute
situation causcd by widespread drought in the plains areas.
But I think, Sir, I should also speak something about it as far
as hill areas are concerned. Mr. Borthakur, the mover of
this Motion , Mr. Sarma and Mr. Das, had been to Garo
Hills as members of the Estimate Committee. They entered
into certain villages of Garo Hills and found what was the
food production after the harvest during this year. I had
the occasion to speak on the food situation in the hills districts
during the last session of the Assembly. Due to widespread
drought in the hill areas our jhum crop was very unsuccessful.
Flowever, we thought that we would do something for the winter
c1op, because in the plains portion of our hills areas we have
sali paddy cultivation. But as we could not have sufficient rain,
our Sali paddy cultivation also failed. In fact, the food situation
jn the near future in our side will be worse than what it was
pefore, as last year. We could to some extent produce some .
food as in the previous year. But this year both jhum and
winter paddy cultivations have failed and as such there will be
more acute food situation in the hill areas also. On two occa-
sions I think I brought to the notice of the House that no agricul-
qural scheme for the hill people has yet been taken up by the
Government. The schemes for the plains areas in respect of agri-
culture donotapply in the hill areas and so different agricultura]
programme in the hill areas is necessary. The condition in the

—r i 7 GF

#Speech net corrected,
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hill areas is quite different from that in the plains arcas where
there are schemes for embanknicnt and drainage and so forth.
Even by having embankment and drainage schemes in hill
mmaswccannotnmkcanylnngn35inlhcfmklofbodpnmhmﬁon.
So,Isay,nothhu;luﬂ;bccn.doncirrourldllarcas.()urjhunlcuL
tivation is deteriorating year by year because the preasure for land
has become more and more due to increase of population., I
have come to learn that 80 per cent of the Community Develop- |
ment activities are directed for improvement of agricultural |
work. But direction cannot help. So, the Government of
Assam  could have a thorough survey as to what are the
agricultural possibilitics in the hills arcas, as to what schemes can
be introduced profitably and improve lhc_ cconomy in the hill
arcas.  Otherwise this food problem, cither d_uc; Lo dl‘Ollght
or flood, will continue to remain so, rather 1t will become
worse and worse. I would therefore make an appeal that the
Govenment should be alive to this problem, a very vital
blem. Food is the most impertant of all our requirements,
My Triend, Mr. Barthakur, spoke about deforestation in
certain areas which probably causes drought. Deforestation iy
our hill areas is more extensive. We cannot help it because
we do not have any other method of cultivation except jhum
cultivation. Government have been asked on the floor of
this House to introduce some other mecthod of cultivation SO
that there can be less deforestation in the hill arcas, But, Siy,
nothing has been cone up tll now, and as such deforestation in
the hills areas will have to be continued—in the absence of any
alternative method of cultivation. I w 0ul.d, Lhcr_cforc, make an
appealthataihn-having rcalmeclLhC})ecuIHU'conchtunlprevaﬂh@
in the hill areas the Government of Assam may be so pleased
45 to organise or to establish a land and ;'l.gl‘lCLl“:Ul'al develop-
ment corporation and this corporation should be glven adequate
funds and also technical personnel. 'l‘hrough_ this technijcal
personnel technical possiblities in the hill areas will he examined
and also extensive reclamation of land in between the hills should
e taken up. They will also see if other schemes of agriculture
can betaken.up_h1the hill areas so that the food production can
be increased and the jhum cultivation can be profitably replaced
It can be done both by departmental agency or by the people
themselves. So, my appeal is that while we are all trying to
solve this food problem which is duc to widespread drought or
Or any other reason, weshould not forget the' prevailing
ﬂhmﬁmlmwhehﬂlanmsandIlmﬁmmlheau@oqumm\MI
take into consideration this proposal of establishing a unit of
agricultyra] development corporation for the benefit of the
ull people, )

pro-

£y |
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With these words, Sir, T thank the hon. Deputy Speaker

for giving me this opportunity tc speak on this subject and T
believe that my sugeestion placed just now before the House will
receive due and sympathetic consideration by the Government

and the House.

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHAUDHURY (Minister,
Agriculture): Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I am extremely
grateful to my Friend, Mr. Borthakur, for bringing this resolution
before the House. Tt is true that certain areas of the State are
suffering from a drought weather condition. Reports received
<0 far from various districts show that there had been drought
in major parts of the district of Nowgong and in some parts
of Goalpara, United Mikir and North Cachar Hills District
and in some parts of Khasi and Jaintia Hills district. Conti-
nuous drought weather condition had been prevailing from
the month of March till about August and as a result the standing
crops of these areas were affected and the sowing of Ahu, Bao
jute and growing of raining scason vegetable was much delayed.
Besides (ransplanting of Sali paddy was alse much delayed
IR AT e OF rain... oo cociieneons s B A0ERLY

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS (Palashbari): On a

oint of information, Sir, from whom this information
has been reccived ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHAUDHURY: [rom the district
officers, both of Revenue and Agriculture Departments.

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS: May I know whether
_,ny information was ceccived from the Kamrup district ? If
10t whether the Minister will be prepared to enquire ?

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHAUDHURY : I will certainly
enquire about the Kamrup district, but no such report of
Arought was received by the Agriculture Department. Some
Aistress was reperted to the Revenue Department about which
1 shall speak later on.

Now, Sir, this is not the case of Assam alone. Bihar has
| very badly aflected by drought and serious scarcity is
Prevailing there and in parts of Orissa.......occveeiee.n.

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA [Phulbari (Re-
erved for Scheduled Tribes)]|: We are concerned with
Assam and not Bihar.

‘ M. MOINUL HAQUE CHAUDHURY: Have patience
please. 1 did not intervene when the hon. Members  were
;peaking. Some of my Friends while discussing this matter

pee
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tried to lay blame on the Revenuc Department of Assam
for reclamation of certain areas including Kaki., ‘Then
some of my Friends were critical of the Embankment
and Drainage Department for their Bunds and a certain
amount of blame was put on this Department for their
work, as if these two Department’s projects are respensible
for the drought. Therefore, T have to refer that this pheno-
menon 1s not confined to some parts of Assam alone. The
drought is prevailing in some other parts of India also and
that too at the same time. As T have already stated, Bihar
has been seriously affected by drought ; also parts of Orissa,
Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal have been
affected by it.

This is a natural calamity but I do not brush aside the ob-
Jections made by my Friends that due to deforestation in some
areas the condition of whether might have been affected, be-
cause I am not an expert. As such when my Friend, Shri Njl
money Borthakur, suggests that due to deforestation parti-
cularly in Kaki weather condition had been affected very
much I have nothing to criticise. I accept his suggestion grate-
fully and I can assure him that Government will look intg this
matter.

Shri NILMONEY BORTHAKUR (Dibrugaxh) : T giq
not say that deforestation is the only factor ; it is one of the
factors.

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHAUDHURY (Minjster,
Agriculture) : Yes, I understand that. But so far g this
as a factor is concerned, I can assure the hon. Member that
Government will keep his suggestions in  mind while making
schemes in future for reclamation of land for distribution to the
landless people.

Then, Sir, some of my Friends referred to the part played
by the Embankment and Drainage Department. They have
said that due to the construction of Bunds, our agriculture had
suffered very much and that it 15 one of_ the causes of drought.
I do not reject the contention straightaway. Thepe may
be same force in the argument but I would like to remind
the hon. Members of the condition prevailing in this House
ever since 1952 and onward. If we look to the Proceedings
of the Assembly, we shall find that in every Session there were
demands from all quarters for construction of Bunds to save
the people from floods hecause floods were a regular feature
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at that time. We all used to say that construction.of Bunds
here and there was the panacea of the said problems. Every
action has got its reaction and mnow possibly when some
reaction has appeared, my Friends have started vehement criti-
cisms against the Embankment and Drainage Department
for the construction of these Bunds. It mayv be true that some
amount of disorder has been caused by these Bunds and I agree
that Government should consider the whole matter and, if
necessary, remedy the mistakes, if there be any. I can assure
the hon. Members that this aspect of the matier has already
been receiving the attention of the Government. My Friend,
Mr. Sarma, has already said that so far as Nowgong is concerned,
the Minister for Embankment and Drainage Department had
assured him to consider the whole matier and to see what adjust-
ments could be made. I can assure my Friends that the matter
will be considered by my Hon’ble Colleague, the Minister-in-
charge of Embankment and Drainage and also by the Govern-
ment, -

Now, Sir, it had been suggested in the House that there
was not much co-ordination between the Agriculture Depart-
ment and the Embankment and Drainage Department in the
construction of these Bunds. But I should like to remind my
Friends that they themselves at the beginning or end of the last
Session had passed a resolution for formation of a Board called
the Embankment and Drainage Advisory Board.  The Agricul-
ture Minister is a member of that Board. Therefore, whatever
projects are taken by the Embankment and Drainage - Depart-
ment through the said Beard the Minister-in-charge of Agricul-
ture Department is expected to be consulted. But I agree that
there had not been the same amount of co-ocdination between
the Officers at the lower level as we would like to.  Therefore
Government have this year decided to set up certain boards
both in the districts as well as in the subdivisions, at the
subdivisional and headquarters level. For this purpose actually
boards have been formed to co-ordinate the activities in this
respect. At the subdivisional level Subdivisional Agriculture
Officer, the Subdivisional Officer, Embankment and Drainage
Subdivisional Officer,  Public Works Department and the
Subdivisional Officer (Magistrate) from the Revenue side
are the Members of the Board. Similarly, at the district level
the District Agriculture Officer, the Deputy Commissioner anci
the Officer representing the Embankment and Drainage anq
Public Works Departments are the Members. Similarly, ¢
the State level, we have formed a Committee representing
both the Departments to look into these difficulties. Therefore
Sir, I hope these difficulties will be removed to a great extent, ;
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Now, coming to the problem of Nowgong, my Friends
have said that what Government have done was not suflicient,
It may be, Sir. But I would like to give an idea of what hag
been done since the drcught had set in.  As soon as the news
came, Government decided to allow use of power pumps in Now-
gong free to those who were poor. At that time, the Government |
of Assam had only 200 power pumps at their disposal. Out of 1
those 200 power pumps, in one lot 64 were sent o Nowgong
during the A4 season and another 94 pumping sets were 1
sent during Sali season. Now il we are to allow use of all thege '
pumps free, the financial implicaticn would be to the tune of
two lakhs of rupees for Nowgong alone. I would now state what
more Government have done in this respect. In the Nowgonge
district, in the current year, gratuitous relief to the tune of
Rs.3,150 has been granted ; agricultural loan in one lot
Rs.5,400 and in another lot Rs.5,000 has been sanctioned -
distress loans—as seed loan, one lakh of rupees in one instalmen;
and Rs.30,000 in another have been sanctioned. Then, Sir, for
test relief work in the distressed areas Rs.41,980 in one instalment J
and Rs.50,000 in another instalment were sancti(_)ned. Besides !
these, as I have alceady said, two lakhs of rupees will be necessary
for allowing the use of the power pumps free. Similarly, Sir,
my honourable Friend, Shri Sangma, was complanung that in
the Garo Hills district Government have not been generous.
I am going to give facts and figures about the Hill districts,
I am sorry, Sir, Shri Sangma is not present in the Hoyge o
hear me. Any way, [ am giving the figures so far as {he Hil
Districts are concerned :—-

Test Relief—

RS. a. p.
United Khasi and Jaintia Hills District 1,66,000 0 g
Mizo District 3,500 (Q =q
United Mikir and North Cachar Hills. .. 41,000 0 ¢
Naga Hillg vee 1,600,000 0lE $

L . e e 0
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Grauitous Relicf— Rs. ‘a. p.
United Khasi and Jaintia Hills 664 0 0O
Garo Hills ... 55071 =8%=0)
Mizo district 2557 EEOS=()
Mikic Hills 3526 0FR0SR0
North Cachar Hills ... 4,735 0 0

Aericultural Loan—-
Mikir Hills 54,000 0 O
Garo Hills ... e 2 1500;0005S0SS0

For United Khasi and Jaintia Hills a proposal to grant
Rs.4,50,000 as agricultural loan is awaiting consideration
before the Government.

Apart from this Government have supplied essential food-
stuffs at subsidised rates, to the people of some of the Hills as
follows :

Rice— R =2 S sns
Mizo district for Lungleh subdivision ... 34,200 0 0O

United Mikir and North Cachar Hills ... 68,000 0 0

Other essential commodities like Salt, Kerosene and Sugar, elc.

: R, assn,

Garo Hills ... 7 1,50,000 0" 0 ialoEEE
cluding
rice).

Mizo District

(For Lungleh) ... s~ 8,00,0008 1090

Sir, now my honourable I'riends from other Subdivisions
may find fault with me that they have not been given anything,
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I would like to give the figures for thesc subdivisions which are

as follows ;—

North Lakhimpur
Dibrugarh

Tezpur
Mangaldoi

Dhulri

Goalpara ..
Kckrajhar
Silchar
Karimgzanj

Hailakandi

Barpeta

My honourable Friend, Shri Das, spoke about Gauhati. For Gauhati

the figures are—
Gauhati

Jorhat

Sibsagar

Golaghat ..

Do all these figures have come near about Rs.27 lakhs,

RESOLUTIONS

Rs.
27,144

91,260
37,200
5,100
5,000

0,600

4,000

2,500

3,214

Gratui- Agricul-
tous Re-
liel

ture
Loan

Rs.
10,000

50,000
21,600
30,000

25,000

20,000
5,000
10,000
10,000
10,000

this
Ioan,

3 Rehabili-  Test ve-
Distress Loan  tafion lief
Loan i
Rs. Rs. Rs. i
3.250 19,250 20,000
416,000  2,85,750 2,500
Nil 50,000 Nil.
Nil Nil. Nil
16,000 2,250 10,000
20,000 /Cattle
loar. Particular-
Iv tor drou-
ght aflecterd
areas).
Nil 55,000 Nil
13,000 Nil. Nil
Nil Nil. Nil
Nil Nil. Nil
Nil Nil
(the crop positinn  being gocd in Cachar
was not cousidered [or Distress
cte,)
10,000 Nil

Nil

Rs. Rs.
21,300 66,200
14,200 20,000

2,500 20,000

Nil 20,000

Rs.
96,200

[ o]

5,500
Nil
Nil

[11Ta Nov.,

Rs.

36,564
4,000

Nil.
Nil.

Rs,
25,000

10,000
Nil
13,000

Er
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In order to clarify the matter I would like to say that
out of the money allotted to Nowgong seeds worth Rs.1 lakh
of rupees were purchased and distributed to the drought
affected people. Similarly the cattle loan of Rs.5,400 and the
test relief amounting to nearly Rs. 92,000 was confined to
drought affected people of Nowgong. Out of the money allotted
to Goalpara a sum of Rs.20,000 was specifically sanctioned for
cattle loan to be distributed in the drought affected areas of
Dhubri by the Revenue Department.

As soon as Government received information about drought
in different areas of Nowgong, Gecvernment agreed to allow
use of power pumps 1in those areas free of charge to people wao
would be unable to pay the charges. Government decided
to consider the cases of cther areas on merit if demand would
come. There were no demands for Goalpara to allow the
use of the power pumms free till a few days back. And as scon as
the demand came, Government had allowed the same privilege
to the people of the district of Goalpara.

We had also distributed Pesticides in the following Sub-
divisions free. I give the names and the amounts.—

Rs.
Dhubri 1,000
Mangaldoi 1,000
Goalpara 1,000
Nowgong ... ... 1,000
Golaghat ds 2 1,000
Jowai ... 500
Shillong - 35y 300

Apart from the money I have already mentioned, this
year so far we have sanctioned agricultural loan for land im-
plement and large scale farming to the tune of Rs.1,37,700 in
the current year to the people of the State. Sir, I would like to
place these figures for the consideration of the honourable
Members of this House . 1 do not like to say that the relief
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given to the people is 'more than sufficient. Tt may not be
sufficient in comparision with the distress of the people. But
the honourable Members cf this House will at the same time
kindly consider the financial resources of this Government.
The resources of the Government are such that it cannot possibly
give more relicf than what the Government have given so far.
I feel, the feasibility of giving more money is beyond the capa-
city of the Government.

My honourable Friends have given certain suggestions,
One of the suggestions is this that we should allow all availahle
cultivable land in the State in Forest reserves to be used fop
the purpose of Boro cultivation on a war-footing. I may tell the
henourable Member Shri Sarma that Government have already
issued order through the Forest Department to the D. F, O
to allow lands within Forest reserves to be used for Bor(;
paddy cultivation wherevers available. 970 maunds of Bepg
Paddy seeds are being distributed in Nowgong District

But these arc all short term steps. As I have said, thig
problem will have to be tackled by long-phased programme
We had no such droughts in the past to my knowledgc exccpi
in the last two years. I would like to inferm the honourable
Members of this House that the FEmbankment and Drainage
Department is considering the possibility ¢f a minor ireigation
pregramme for irrigation of those parts of Nowgong which are
affected by drought and Survey is geing on.  But for irrigaticn
alsc we should have to take a Iong-term programme. Byt the
hon. Members know the fact of long-phased Major Irrigation
programme in the whole of Assam. We tried to include some
of the Major Irrigation Schemes like Kopili and Barak in the
Ist and 2nd Five Year Plans. But unfortunately we could
not get them included either in the Tirst Five Year Plan o ip
the = Second Five Year Plan. We still hope that the Govyerp-
ment of India would come to our 1escue.

Then as regards food situation, T would like to inform the
honourable Members that there are at present 1342 TFair Price
Shops  functioning throughout the State  and ag the
procurement progresses we  will be able to increase tnem
gradually.

Sir, T hope I have been able to meet all the points raised:
by the honourable Members of this House. :




1957] ADJOURNMENT 2195

Adiournment

The Assembly was thea adjourned til 10 A. M., on
Tuesday, the 12th November, 1957.

Shillong, R. N. BARUA,
Secretary, Legislativ
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