Proceedings of the Second Session of the Assam Legisla

tive Assembly assembled after the Second General

Election under the Sovereign Democratic Repu-
blican Constitution of India

—————

The‘ Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shiliong,
at 10 a.m. on Thursday, the 7th November, 1957.

PRESENT

Shri Dev Kanta Borooah, B.A., LL.B., 'Speaker, in the Chair,
the eight Ministers, the eight Deputy Ministers and eighty-two

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
UNSTARRED. QUESTIONS
(To which answers were laid on the table)
Overseas Scholarships for 1956-57

| Shri DHIRSINGH DEURI [Laharighat (Reserved
- for Scheduled Tribes)]: asked

1. Will the Minister-in-charge of Education be pleased to
R state—

(a) The names of the students to whom [Overseas
Scholarships were awarded in 1956-57 and the

subjects for which such scholarships were
awarded ? :r

(b)) Whether any Plains Tribal students were awarded
any such scholarship ?
(¢) If so, what are the names of those students ?

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister, Education) replied :
1. (a)—
’ Name of Candidates : Subject of award

1. Dr. Jamuneswar Choudhury .-+ Physiology.
2. Dr. Alimuddin Ahmed ... --» Pharmacology.
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23,

24,
25,

26.

27,

QUESTIONS

Name of Candidages

Dr. Jatindra Mohan Deka
Dr. Sankhadhar Barua ...
Dr. Dulal Ch. Borkotoky ...
Dr. Ratneswar Das .
Dr. Debabrata Sarma
Dr. Chandra Mohan Brahma

. Dr. Anil Kr. Barooah

. Dr. Nirmala Barua
s DT,
. Dr,
v DK,

Padmadhar Bhuyan
Nanigopal Banerjee ..,
Lakshman Ch. Dutta ..

. Dr. Bhabit Dawka
. Dr. Asit Kumar Deshmukh
. Dr. Bishnuram Das . .

. Sri- Hamendra Kr. Gohain
. Sri Prasanna Kr, Sharma

Sri- Ram Kumar Dag
Sri Jogananda Das

. Sri Bhabendra N. Sajkia ...
- Sri Utpal Miri ...

Sri Purna Ch, Baro See

Dn:. Nomal Ch, Pegu
Sri K. Tongpangnoktang Ao

oee

Sri Radhan Singh Lyngdoh Nongbri

Sri Oriwell Terang

(b)—Yes,

((;)—-l. Sri Utpal Miri.

2. Sri Purna Chandyg Baro.

3. Dr. Nomal Chandra Pegu.

eoo

4, Dr. Chandra Mohan Brahma,

[77H Nov

Subject of award

Social and Preves
tive Medicine.
General Medicine,

Do.

Do.
Tuberculosis.

Do.
Obstetics and Gyse

cology.
j l;o.
Pathology.
Do

Opthalmology. »
Surgery.

Do.
Ear, Nose and
Throat.
Pathology-
Animal Husbanglry.
M.Sc. (Economics)
Artificial Insemina
tion and Sterilin
Gynaecology:
Nuclear Physie
(Ph. D. Degree),
Post-Graduate En
gineering or Phy
sics. &
Social Science ¢
Industrial Admin®
tration oOr Sog
Administration,
Medicine, 3
Hydraulic (Wat
Power Dam GCof
struction) M.S. =
History (Historicd
Research). |
Social Science;
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*Shri DHIRSINGH DEURI [Laharighat (Reserved for

Scheduled Tribes)]: Regarding () and (¢), Sir, what
amount of scholarship was given to each of the tribal students ?

*Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister, Education): I
cannot answer the question off-hand, Sir, I want notice of this

question.

*Shri TARUNSEN DEKA (Nalbari-West): May I
know, Sir, whether the scholarships were granted on merit or on
the recommendation of some body ?

#*Shri MOTIRAM BORA: On merit, Sir.

The Speaker’s Ruling 7¢ : The Chief Minister’s statement
on the Naga Hills situation

Mr. SPEAKER : I would like to make a small statement,
The hon. Members will have known that under the present rules
of our Assembly, there is no provision for a Minister to make a
statement on anything except his resignation. However, in the
Lok Sabha as well as in the House of Commons, a Minister is
allowed to make a statement on a matter of Government policy
any time, but no discussion takes place on such a statement as
the House is not considered to be seized of the question. The
House will have remembered that I permitted Shri K. P.
Tripathy, Minister for Labour, to make a statement on the
question of disturbances in tea gardens in Assam in the last ses-
sion of the Assembly, and, in accordance with the practice and
rules of Lok Sabha, no discgssipn took place on it. The question
of Naga Hills being of special importance to our State as well as
to India as a whole, I have permitted the Hon’ble Chief Minis-
ter to make a statement on it. Furthermore, in view of the
same consideration and in order that the hon, Members of this
House may have an opportunity to express their views on the
mattter, I am permitting a discussion on the statement. How-
ever, I should like to make it clear that this is a special case and
this departure from the usual practice shall not be treated as a
precedent in future. I would only request the hon. Members
to take into consideration the delicate situation in the Naga
Hills and to be restrained and temperate in giving expression
to their views,

*Speech not corregted,
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The Chief Minister’s statement regarding the Naga Hills'
situation

Shri BISNURAM MEDHI (Chief Mix.liste_r): 1 hg;
also agreed that hon. Members would give their views on i
matter and I would be very glad to discuss those views on e
VEry very important maiter concerning not only Assamkth
India as'a whole. This being an important matter 1 seek the
permission of the House to give a writen speech.

As T am not well I seek the permission of the Chair to read
out the statement sitting.

Mr. SPEAKER : Yes, it is permitted.

Shri BISNURAM MEDHI:
MR. SpEAKER AnD Hon’srg MEMBERS,

The hon, Members of this House are aware tha-lt tthe
Government of India has taken the decision to constitutea

Separate administrative unit comprising the Na.gE_L_ Hmsf Crl.hls
trict of Assam and the Tuensang Frontier Division of Hie
North-East Frontier A

. 4y
Ry i combliance with the resol‘{tlon.};
of the K ohima Gorwelgltiog of all ﬁll% Naga tribes. 1 owes to?
the Ho_use to make g statement of facts on the recent deVdoE-i‘
ments in the Naga Hilis and also explain the Governments:
attitude in the matter, i

At the outset, I would like to remove the misconceptions
held by_ various sections of the people which occasionally finds

€xpression in the bress or otherwise that as if the Naga Prgl} |

P P B e By

bl

Sl s

lem is due ¢ Policy or any acts of omission Or COMINISSIon
5[31111 t}le part of the Agsam Government. It is well-known ‘that
de?rn 1;135 ‘f?uﬁe (ﬁ the Naga problem is the uncompI‘Om13m§
- 12 O! ¢ (4 a, ) Nationa]_ & . Cl'ldence an
secession from Ind'g Council for indep

12, basing theip tobaganda. on the Gk |
that the Nagas are not Igﬁdians alzd psirglce 8o whoi
independ € %Vli]thdrawn, the l‘i?gas S?gumkgl :

: s iti oblem a |
out of 1fhls demar}d has not arisen eallpc())l;'t{:aslucli)één but has a |1
long history behind it, ¢ may be worthwhile to recall it. As |
far back as 1929, SOme representatives of the Nagas sub - itted a -
memorandum to the Simon Commission in which they stated |
that they had no use for any reform which the Simon Con-
mission had come to consider and if they-conld nor codeii
directly under the British GOVernment’ g el L TR
given independence. The feeling

amongst the leaders of Naga |
independence movement that they are not Indians was generated

and nurtured in educational institutions under the control of
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foreigners in the absence of any other agency to provide alterna-
tive facilities or bring to bear ideas of Indian nationhood during
the period of isolation imposed by the British. The Naga
Hills district was administered as an Excluded Area under the
Governor ‘acting in his discretion and officered by British
Officers. Even after the attainment of independence, the admi-
nistration as an Excluded Area continued till the Constitution
came into force in 1950 although the British officers retired

- and left. I have mentioned that the demand for independence

can be traced back to 1929 when even provincial autonomy
brought in under the Government of India Act, 1935, was not
thought of, and the area was administered by the Governor.
The Nagas remained loyal under the British Government and
demonstrated their loalty during the Japanese invasion of the
district, but a political ferment was caused when the transfer
of power by the British and political changes in India became
imminent. The Naga National Council, an organisation con-
stituted in 1942-43, with social and cultural objectives, drifted
into politics and 1n October 1946, the Council asked the
Deputy Commissioner o disallow any member of any political
party from entering the Naga Hills without the permission of the
Naga National Counm?. Within the Council, there were two
groups. The extremist group led by Shri Phizo demanded
complete independence immediately with the transfer of power
while the other group was in fayour of accepting autonomy
within India for a specified period. In February, 1947, the
Naga National Council submitted a memorandum to His
Majesty’s Government in Great Britain claiming that the
Nagas were a_different people and that they had no connec-
tions with the Indians. In March of that year, appeals were
sent to Lord Simon and Mr, Churchill. The Naga Hills were
visited by the Advisory Sub-Committee of the Clonstituent
Assembly under the chairmanship of thelat: Loka Priya
Bardalai which contacted several leaders without making much
headway. Subsequently, late Sir Akbar Hydari, then Governor
of Assam, on receipt of a memorandum from the Naga
National Council in March, 1947, outlining a proposal for
acceptance by the Constituent Assembly, came to an under-
standing with the moderate group in the Naga National Council
and signed a document which is known as the Nine-Point
Agreement. The Naga National Council was not satisfied
with the wording of the ninth point and pressed that it
should be modified to provide that after ten years, the
Nagas woulfi be free to decide their own future. Shri ’Phizo

was not satishied with the Nine-Point Agreement at all and
restarted the agitation for complete independence. On the



1900 THE CHIEF MINISTER’S STATEMENT REGARDING [71H Nov.,
THE NAGA HILLS SITUATION

14th of August, 1947, his own village Khonoma declared
itself independent of India. The Constituent Assembly took
Into consideration the proposals contained in the Nine-Point
Agreement and incorporated as much as possible of the safe-
guards demanded, in the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution.
The Naga National Council insisted on incorporation of 'the
Nine-Point Agreement fully in the Constitution, failing which,
they demanded complete independence. The assurance that
the substance of the nine points was embodied in the Sixth
Schedule did not satisfy the N. N. C. Shri Phizo’s agitation
and propaganda were renewed with great vigour and captured
the imagination of the educated sections and the students.
Soon he ousted the moderate leaders from the Naga
National Council and got himself elected President. After
that, the Naga National Council submitted memorandum
after memorandum (o the President, Prime Minister and the
Governor of Assam and had several interviews also. In
January, 1951, Shri Phizo decided to hold a so-called plebiscite
to prove that the demand for independence of the Nagas
was backed by overwhelming Popular support. Intense agita-
tion was started throughout the Naga Hills, T was against
allowing Phizo o hold the so-called plebiscite but was
advised to the contrary by the then Union Home Minister.
In the name of the plebiscite, Phizo 8ot an opportunity to
contact all the villagers belonging to different tribes, mislead
the people with his fi]se Propaganda and take their thumb
Lmpressions on g large  scale, To a Naga, it amounted to ;
glving a pledge. After that, he started writing to the United ‘

ations and circularised a]] foreign diplomats in Indja on the L

agas’ demand for independence. Repeated attempts by the
local officers, myself, the Governor of Assam and the advice %
given by the Prime Minister during various interviews pro- 8
duced no change in the Naga National Council’s attitude, so far Y
as the demand for independence was concerned. After the |
Promulgation of the Constitution, the Nagas boycotted the
elections to the District Council, State Assembly and Par-
lament to show their non-acceptance of the Constitution.

This phase, roughly upto 1951, can be characterised as the
first phase in the struggle for Naga independence, during
which, no overt or lawless acts were committed. From then
onwards the second phase of the struggle, namely, direct action
was ushered in. Acts of lawlessness Started with agsaults on

U s T e T
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with the Government, obstruction to Forest staff, student indis-
cipline and other miscellaneous acts. These steadily mounted,
culminating in a riot in Kohima town in 1952. The picture
began to emerge that the N. N. G. was aiming to wrest inde-
pendence by paralysing the administration. The agitation took
the form of mass non-payment of house tax, refusal to repair
paths and do other customary works of the village, forcing the
Gaonburas to resign, boycotting of Government schools and
pundits, assaults and threatening of loyal Nagas and Govern-
ment servants. These were accompanied by an active campaign
of sabotage of communications and burning of schools and
Government properties. Gangs of armed Nagas occasionally
appeared in the Reserved Forests and obstructed Government
lessees, Forest Department officials and odd murders and kid-

nappings were reported.

As I mentioned earlier, the administration of the district
continued to be under the Governor until 1951 when the Tribal
Department of the State Government was organised. The
policy of laissez faire in the administration was maintained and
no interference was caused even in face of the agitation until
acts of lawlessness started taking place. It was also clear that
the independence agitation struck at the root of the administra-
tive system by causing defection among Gaonburas and village
functionaries. In the face of mounting arson, sabotage, etc., the
Government was compelled to take measures to restore law and
order. These measures consisted of opening of Armed Police
out-posts in the interior, tightening up of the administration of
the law and imposing customary collective fines in those villages
in Ao area where the entire villagers sided with the law
breakers. These measures were by and large successful and
order was restored and maintained throughout 1954 and

1955.

In the meantime, however, widespread violence broke
out] in the areas hitherto known as Naga Tribal Areas but
constituted in the Tuensang Frontier Division of the North-
East Frontier ~Agency. In the old days, this area was
practically unadministered and parts of it very loosely adminis-
tered, under the Deputy Commissioner of the Naga Hills
until the administration was taken over by the North-East
Frontier Agency. As far back as in 1949, when the Indian
Constitution was being drafted, three chiefs from this area
addressed a communication to the United Nations stating
that they were in free Naga land and that India was going
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to invade their country. They asked for U. N. O.’s inter
vention. After the organisation of the administration of
North-East Frontier Agency and its gradual extension, there
followed a period of peace until lawlessness broke out towards
the end of 1954. In September 1954 a so-called Govern-
ment of Free Naga Land was announced under a mysterious
person  called Hongking and wide-spread armed hostilities
broke out in the area in an attempt to achieve independence.
Assam Rifles out-posts were attacked, patrols were ambush!?d,
villages were raided. T he Assam Rifles responsible for main-
tenance of law and order in the area found the situation
beyond their control with numerous gangs of hostiles armed
with modern Weapons committing depredations. The North-
Last Frontier Agency administration had to seek the help of
the regular Army to restore law and order. Accordingly the
troops went into action and after a few engagements cleared
the concentrations of armed hostiles, A jarge number of
_ rted then to have infiltrated into the adjoin-
ing areas of the Naga Hills District. They were to form the

ards later.

The situation in
the Naga Hills Distric
independence in the sh

the middle of 1955 was roughly that 1n
t, the second phase of the struggle for
TIce i1 ape of civil disobedience, arson, sabatage
murder, intimidation of loyal Nagas, etc,, had more or less
ended in a fiasco. 1In the Tuensang Frontier Division, a
regular armed struggle for the attainment of independence
was started,  but that was being crushed by combined Assam
Rifles and Army operations. Reports from our local officers
indicated that there was a good deal of frystration among
a number of Naga  National Council leaders due to
Sri Phizo’s failure to bring inde
promising the people, There W

1 i ith the blind
alley into which his policy had T e Ak

] led the Nagas particularly in
, civil disobedience campaign with arson,
sabotage, violent attacks on loyal citizens took place and
police action had to he taken for the maintenance of law
and order and for the protection of the loyal elements.
The long-promised inde cndence was nowhere in sight.
Doubts began to arise agout Shri  Phizo’s Jeadership and
one of the most prominent Naga missionarieg openly accused
the Vice-President of the Naga National Council for bringing

untold miseries upon the common people by their misguided
policies,

daaa s s . o .

|
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On the 9th August, 1955, I received a telegram from
Shri Phizo which ran as followsi—

«¢Sjtuation in Nagaland very serious andbound to get
worse (. ) No use recrimination ( . ) Request you for interview
not for question of independence but for preservation of peace
in the country ( . ) Order of arvest if any mustbe removed ( . )
Let us live in peace and accord (. ) Please fix time.”

As the telegram made it clear that Phizo did not want
to discuss the issue of independence, I decided to grant him
an interview and the Deputy Commissioner was instructed
to assure Shri Phizo that there was no warrant of arrest
against him. Shri Phizo, Shri Jasokie and three others
met..me. . They all reiterated that the Naga National
Council and the Nagas in general believed in the doctrine
of non-violence. Their formula for restoring peace was to
withdraw the Armed Police and Assam Rifles from the Naga
Hijlls. When Shri Phizo’s attention was drawn to the violent
struggle going on in Tuensang TFrontier Division, he stated
that he had no connection with what was happening there as
the Tuensang area was ‘free Nagaland under the so-called
Hongking Government’. 1 pointed it out to Phizo that the State
Government are on principle against the policy of posting
Armed police 1in the interior of any hill district or
embarking on any policy of repression. This was on the 13th
August, 1935. We were compelled to take police
action ~ most reluctantly because of mounting lawlessness
and violence. Numerous instances of violence and sabotage
committed by the followers of the Naga National Council on
different occasions were brought to Phizo’s notice. I impressed
on him that if he and his party were not responsible for the
violent acts and wanted to dissociate themselves from them as
they had assured me, there should be no difficulty on their
part to make a public statement to that effect and appeal to
the Nagas to desist from acts of violence and assist the Govern-
ment in dealing with the culprits and restoring law and order.
After some discussions, Phizo and his associates handed over a
signed statement which read as follows :—

¢«“The declared policy of the Naga National Council is of
non-violence and we, the undersigned, reiterate the same and
condemn any violence that has been committed in different
parts of the Naga Hills district by some miscreants. We assure
the Governments of Assam and India and remind the Nagas
that whoever indulges in any act of violence will go against
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the best interests of the Naga people and we appeal tot3
people in general for preservation of law and order and to & -
the administration in restoring peace and order”—(13th Aug
1955). Shri Phizo also expressed his intention to go to the &
area and approach the people and appeal to them to des
from acts of violence with a view to restore normaley.
impressed upon him and his associates that the worth of ¢
declaration made by them would be judged only by &
cessation of violent action of the Nagas in the Naga Hllls. a
the Government’s policy would be adjusted according
“In this connection I want to mention one fact. ;
written statement that he gave to me was translated B
different tribal dialects and distributed throughout the N&
Hills immediately after they left. Some time after Phi
came to me and said “You had no right to distribute t
statement in the Naga Hills”, I said this was a public SGE
ment on his part repudiating violence and naturally B
should be distributed throughout the N aga Hills. He, howeves
fhd. not like this. My suspicion was that he was SCCIes
Inciting violence while openly showing himself non-violent a=
that is why he came and accused me for distributing &
translia.tedcopies of the statement. I told him ‘You CAll 08=
question my action if the translation is inaccurate and 1if v
point out any inaccuracies I shall correct them’’. Then - &8
him the translated copies in different dialects. After 8ol
throggh them and having further discussion with me he.nad B
admit that the translations contained no mis-interpretation ’i‘:
were correctly done. So he had to be satisfied and g0 ba{:
For some time after this, there was a lull in the activities of ‘Q
Naga National Council and the number of incidents ca!_i‘?
down. The Independence Day on the 15th August 13
was celebrated with dignity and grandeur in different pat
o_f tl}e Naga Hills and a very large number of Nagas enth
siastically joined the celebrations. In the meantime, the N“?.;
?(I)a?ona] Council was undergoing a serious internal CIISIS 'Cli‘;‘ 5
O Irustration among its members with Phizo’s policy: :
liberal group headed by Shri Jasokie, late Shri Sakhrie a2
others had been holding a series of secret meetings expressit.
dissatisfaction with Phizo’s leadership in September 19588
They sent representatives to meet me during the first week ¢
October, 1955. Shri Jasokie issued an appeal—Cum-informati\' 'w
1Se}?ﬂet for ":irculation_to mobilise Naga public opinion again
Cir(rzll.lllilt’lilpzr? s‘;v.leadershlp. Phizo tried his best to prevent i |
TP ithout success and was reported to have move
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inderground. Although there was no warrant of arrest
\gainst him immediately the activities of this liberal group to
ally public opinion in support of their view and to throw out
Phizo from the leadership began, he went underground.

The Gaonburas, Assistant Gaonburas and elders of the
Kohima village resolved in a  mecting held on the
>3rd  December 1955, that instructions should be given -
to all villagers to surrender all illegal arms and ammunition
and to produce absconders wanted by Government for crimes.
The Gaonburas and elders of Kohima village held another
meeting on the 4th January 1956, and issued a declaration
pledging themselves to non-violence and forbidding entertain-
ment of any strangers and following their illegal directions.
After this declaration, some village elders and Gaonburas of
Khonoma, Mezoma, Jotsoma and Kohima, along with the
President of Chekrama group, and representatives of the
Southern Angami group assembled in the Kohima village and
discussed the above declaration how to keep peace and ease
the situation in Kohima area by removing Phizo from
N. N. C. leadership. As a result, the Gaonburas and re-
presentatives of other villages assured their support to Kohima
villagers in their move. On the strength of this assurance,
the Kohima villagers held another meeting on the 14th of
January 1956 and decided to issue a declaration to the

following effect—

(1) not to follow Phizo,
(2) to remove him from N. N. C. leadership,

(3) not to obey his direction or to subscribe to his
N. N. C. fund,

(4) not to give support or help to the hostiles and

(5) to take action against any person acting to the
contrary, etc.

The village elders and about 300 Gaonburas and reptresenta-
tives of Kohima Bara Basti, Khonoma, Phizema, Kigwema
and several other villages met in the Tribal Council Hall
at Jakhama on 16th January 1955, and unanimously decided
not to join hands with the hostiles and to stand by the Kohima
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village in its move for throwing out the lcadership of Sh:
Phizo. They openly came forward with a declaration disows
ing Phizo’s leadership and advocating co-operation with the
administration for restoration of law and order.

I hope that n1y account of events upto this point woule
onvince everyone that the Naga political problem is a highly
complicated one and the demand for independence has deep
roots. The agitation for the achievement of independence
had gone through two phases as I have briefly described. Far
from this agitation being due to any policy or acts of omission
or commission of the State Government, the situation 1n the
district and the political developments within the Naga

National Council itself in the beginning of 1956 reflected the

success of the policy of the State Government.

*This will be evident from the fact that in tpe yearf
1954, T made a statement in this House. I am’ reading the

relevant extract from that statement :

I
!

Our idea is to wait and to see till the Nagas themselves

are fed up with the false promises of the Naga National
Council and realise the mistake of pursuing a sentimenty

agitation for Independence and refuse to be misled by the

aga  National Council and throw out their leadership!

Sooner or later they are likely to be disillusioned about ti"f..
alse promises given from time to time for establishing it

Sovereign, independent Naga State,

This was the policy consistently followed by the Gov- |

frmment in this matter in order to create an alternative
leadershxp to throw out Phizo.

This policy pursued steadfastly in the face of mounting -

criticism  from ~ un-informed quarters and a spate of fale
bropaganda with atrocity stories from the Naga National §

th?:ncu, was based on three simple principles. The first was|
No

responsible Government could tolerate widespread i

lawlessness " and  threats of subversion and the State |

overnment had to take adequate measurcs, however

|

reluctantly, to suppress lawlessness and afford protection -

to the loyal elements. Secondly, in spite of dificulties,

Programmes of development for the welfare of the Naga

Public ip general had to go on simultaneously. Lastly,

We never believed that a mere law and order approach and
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firm hand policy could bring a solution to the political pro-
blem which was essentially a human problem. It had to be
approached with a sense of service and sympathy with a
view to winning over the hearts of the Nagas and bring
about such conditions under which a real solution could be
visualiced and steps taken to bring it about. Many well-
meaning persons of different political persuasions and social
ideals have often found fault with the State Government, but
nobody could find an answer to the main stumbling block
that unless the demand for complete independence was given
up by the Nagas themselves, there was no common ground
or even the basis of an approach to find a political solution.

In the period I am dealing with, namely January 1956,
there was a ray of hope that such a basis would be found,
as an alternative leadership which was prepared to give up
the demand for independence was coming to the surface in
the Naga Hills. Unfortunately, however, the growth of the
movement against Shri Phizo and his hostile comrades made
them desperate, Later information reveals that from the time
he went undercround, Shri Phizo was feverishly preparing in
secret for a campaign of terror and organised armed violence
which may be characterised as the third phase in the struggle
for attaining Naga independence. He showed by his action
that the declaration made before me in August 1955, was a
smoke screen and he was prepared to use any means to attain
his goal of independence. The late T. N. Sakhrie was kid-
napped and brutally murdered and all the evidence points to
this dastardly act being due to Phizo’s desperate bid to
eliminate the storm gathering round him and re-assert his
leadership by terror.  The outbreak of widespread armed
hostilitics in the district following upon the murder of Sakhrie
caused a great setback to the healthy movement against Phizo’s
Jeadership which was steadily gaining momentum and brought
about a vital change in the whole situation., The leaders of
the liberal group with their lives in danger, became shaky
and the pqople became thoroughly demoralised by the cam-
paign of kidnapping, murder, arson, loot and other atrocities
committed upon them. It is not necessary for me here to
deal in dct'ail \yith the numerous outrages perpetrated by the
armed hostiles in the Naga Hills and the Tuensang Frontier
Division from the period the armed rebellion broke out upto
date, as this is recent history. This third phase of the struggle
for independence has brought untold misery to the Naga
people in general and completely disrupted normal life, Its
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effects extended across the borders of Naga Hills into the plains
districts causing deaths and injuries to some and loss of property
of hundreds of innocent villagers who became the targets and
the victims of the raiders. The situation going entirely beyond
control of the Armed Police of the State Government, assist-
ance had to be sought from the regular Army. The Army
has been in operation since March/April, 1956. It was
impressed upon the army that it has not gone to fight a foreign
enemy but to restore order among our own kith and kin
whatever might be the attitude of the hostiles. No army has
had to operate under such restraints against determined guerilla
fighting carried on by the hostiles.

The mounting strength of the army with adequate
deployment of troops and its success in breaking up concentra:
tions of hostiles, gradually began to restore the morale and
confidence of the people that the armed forces would be able
to give them protection. Many Nagas offered themselves to
be enlisted as special police for the purpose of defending them-
selves and  their villages  against hostile depredations.
The village elders and the public in general, fully
conscious of the miseries caused to them by the hostile
elements by plundering, lootirg, burning, kidnapping an
killing, gradually began to realise the futility of the armed
struggle for independence. The village elders began to hold
meetings and prepare lists of persons who had joined the
hostiles and try to persuade them to surrender, in many
cases with arms. They also approached the local authorities
for general amnesty to those who would surrender. In pursuance
of this request in the last June session of the Assam Assembly,
I declared that general amnesty would be given to all offenders
who committed offences against the State, if they surrendere
with their arms. FEven in case of those who committed heinous
offences against fellow Nagas, if the accused persons compounded
the offences in customary tribal manner and the complainants
withdrew their complaints, the Government would take no

action. These measures, coupled with the re-grouping of

villages to afford protection to the villagers and isolate the
hostiles started to produce results. Tribes like Konyaks, Phoms
and Changs brought about the surrender of all hostiles in their
areas and restored peace. Among various other tribes also,
large number of surrenders of hostiles took place. Govern-
ment had also been distributing relief in cash and kind
including medical relief to the victims of hostile activities.
Full facilities were also given to Naga leaders prepared to work
for peace to persuade ﬁw hostiles to give up their activities
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and restore law and order. Mention may be made of the
peace mission led by Revs. Longri Ao, Kijung Ao and other
Naga missionaries.

Public opinion started gradually veering away from the
. hostiles persisting in their demand for independence and the
liberal leaders and elders of different tribes began holding
meetings to decide their attitude and devise ways and means
to restore mormalcy. Out of these different tribal meetings,
emerged the decision to hold a district convention represent-
ing all the tribes through delegates chosen by each tribe. It
was decided to give all facilities to this district convention
which was held from the 22nd August to 26th August 1957.
The hostile elements were reported to have tried their
atmost in the beginning, to prevent the convention being held
and they threatened the people with violence. The tribal
rcprcscntativqs having requested the local authorities to give
them protecrion, the delegates numbering 1,765 from different
parts of the Naga Hills district and the Tuensang Frontier
Djvision had to be escorted in military  convoys and given
shelter in the Assam Rifles lines in Kohima where the conven-
tion was held. Adequate precautions were taken to guard the
area against hostile action. In spite of these precautions,
there was stray sniping in the evening of 2Ist and the mor-
ning of 22nd August, 1957, which resulted in injuries to
two Lotha delegates. Later on, however, the hostile high
command was reported to have changed their threatenin
attitude and no attempt at violent interference with the dele-
gates in the conduct of the meeting was made. The delegates
were also not attacked or molested while returning home after
the convention.

The Kohima convention held their deliberations from 22nd
August to 26th  August 1957, and I need not reiterate the
resolutions passed by them. (The main contribution of the
convention which was representative of all the tribes was that
delegates assembled, gave up the demand for indepen-
dence as an ultimate solution of the Naga problem. The
first day’s resolution that “‘the only answer to the Naga question
was a satisfactory political settlement™, was clarified by an
amendment that by political settlement is meant, “a satisfactory
political settlement within Indian Union’. It is understood
that there was an attempt by the supporters and sympathisers
of the hostiles to have the question of independence left open
and a discussion on this amendment specifying final settlement
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within Indian Union was stormy and the Convention very
nearly broke up on this issue. Ultimately, however, the
amendment was carried by an overwhelming majority. The
next important resolution constituted a demand for the creation
of a separate unit of administration with the Naga Hills dis-
trict and the Tuensang Frontier Division under the Governor
of Assam acting as the agent of the President in the Ministry
of External Affairs, Government of India. On their part,
the convention pledged to try to bring about conditions
under which a final settlement can be discussed by ap-
pealing to the hostiles to give up violence and end hostilities.
A delegation of the convention presented the resolutions before
the Governor on the 29th and 30th of Augustalong with the
amendments. This delegation also saw the Prime Minister on
the 25th and 26th September. It is common knowledge that the
Prime Minister announced the Government of India’s decision
accepting the Kohima convention proposal for constituting
the Naga Hills district and Tuensang Frontier Division as one
administrative unit within the Indian Union directly under the
President of India to be administered by the Governor of Assam
on=behalf = of " the ™ Presidesit’ under the Ministry of E}"
ternal Affairs just like before the Independence ol India
In 1947 when the area was an Excluded Arca which was
administered through the Governor General. The Prime
Minister also announced that the Government would grant
amnesty in respect of all offences committed by the Nagas
aganst the State in the past. Following upon this declaration,
the Naga undertrial prisoners have been released from jail and
warrants of arrests pending against those at large, have been
withdrawn. The sentences of convicts have also been
remitted and they have been set at liberty. The G. 0.G,
Assam, has issued a proclamation offering amnesty to all FhOSC
who surrender with arms in the future. A meeting of the
Select Committee of the Naga Peoples’ Convention was held
at Mokokchung from 23rd October. At this meeting, the
nine delegates who went to Delhi, gave a full account of the
discussions with the Prime Minister and his acceptance of the
Kohima proposals, Resolutions passed by the select committee
emphasised that the setting up of a new "administrative unit is
essentially an interim measure and the constitutional change
for the interim measure should be such as would in no way
close t_he door for further political negotiations, The select
committee also asked for extension of the original proclamation
issued by the G. O. C. which fixed 31st October 1957, as the
last date for amnesty. ‘The select committee made an appeal
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to all the Nagas to infuse a sense of forgiveness for past offences
and to the underground hostiles to stop killing and bloodshed.
‘They also decided to send a deputation consisting of represen-
tatives of each tribe to meet the underground leaders for
discussions and to explore means to convene a general meeting
of the Nagas as early as possible.

As I mentioned earlier, the main contribution of the Kohima
‘convention has been the decision of the maiority of the Naga
tribes represented in the convention to give up the demand for
independence as an ultimate solution of the Naga problem.
‘The second important feature is the resolution of the conven-
tion that its members would make an earnest effort to end
‘hostilities and heal old feuds. It is also significant that the
\liberal leaders, the village elders and other responsible elements
'ihad the courage in spite of threats of violence to come to these
‘decisions and thereby pave the way for finding a solution of the
‘much vexed Naga Political problem It will be remembered
‘that, in the beginning of 1956, conditions were developing when
an alternative leadership prepared to give up the demand for
independence might have arisen, but a serious set-back occurred
'due to the launching of the full scale armed hostilities by the hos-
tile group under the leadership of Phizo. Since the Kohima
‘convention it is for the first time in the whole history of the
- independence movement that a situation has arisen when a begin-
' ning can be made towards finding a suitable political solution.
' We feel, that we should take full advantage of the situation created
| by the Kohima Resolution for a solution of the political problem
'in the Naga Hills. The people of Assam who have been
| associated with the people of the Naga Hills for centuries and
' consider the Nagas as their own kith and kin are more
}‘ vitally interested than any other people in finding a solu-
'tion of the vexed Naga problem. The demand for creation
\of a separate administrative unit for the interim period is
‘indeed a wrench to all of us. But it is necessary to take a
realistic view of the situation and not be carried away by
sentiment. One of the main aspirations of the Nagas has
‘been for the Naga Hills district to be united with Tuensang
Frontier Division and the demand to bring these two areas
‘under one administrative unit is quite natural. The idea
‘has been mooted for sometime and a proposal was submit-
ted to this effect before the State Re-organisation Commis-
sion. The Nagas have also been used to direct rule under
‘the Governor and not having accepted the Sixth Schedule
of the Constitution, have not acquired experience of the
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very large measure of autonomy conferred on the
Council. = Therefore, it is also not unnatural that as
interim  measure, they would like to be placed uné
an administrative system to which they were used. 3
colleagues and I thought it desirable to give full soq}
to this desire on the part of Nagas for the constitution
one administrative unit bringing the Naga tribes together
an interim measure, so that an atmosphere conducive
the solution of the Naga problem may be created. 1 wants
make it absolutely clear that the State Government or i
people of Assam are not interested in extending their domiz
tion or imposing their will on any section of the populationar
consistent with that policy, we could not stand in the way 3
the m.terim arrangements sought for by the Nagas. Our on
hope is that this will result in a final settlement of the proble
of the Naga Hills which will be consistent with the unity

security of India and Assam and the welfare of the PLOops
as a whole. ‘

I had a full discussion with the Prime Minister and'
H‘?H}G Minister before the Naga delegation met the Pri
Mm}ster on the 25th September, 1957, on the cucumstanw
l?admg to the adoptioa of the resolution of the Naga cony &
tion. All the pros and cons of the problem were discussed Whet
was at New Delhi from the 11th to 13th September, on an s
tation from the Prime Minister. As desired by him to be press
at.NeW Delhi at the time the delegation met the P
Minister, I left Shillong but unfortunately could not Pro@s

€yond Calcutta due to the sudden aggravation of my ailmen’
After the Prime Minister’s acceptance of the proposals plts
before him by the delegation, I made a press statem®s
In  Calcutta giving my views in the matter. This is gV
M Appendix “A”. In this, I emphasised the close politith
€conomic, historical and linguistic ties which have subsisted 8
centuries between the Naga Hills and the adjoining plz.u
areas of the Bralimaputra Valley. T also expressed my anxlglki
to sce that peace and tranquillity prevails in the Naga Hil\
and friendship and the feeling of unity and brotherhood af|
1
|

restored between the people of the Naga Hills and those i
the plains. ;

s I do not, however, wish to paint an unduly rosy picturf

he situation in the Naga Hills,  The hostile leadershgg
rélsscﬂn(:;F yet declared its acceptance of the Kohima Convention
u

lons, nor has it openly rejected them. Sporadic activir?
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in the form of sabotage, sniping, looting, kidnapping and
murders are still continuing. The end of the Naga problem
is by no means in sight, but as I stated earlier, the opportunity
has ‘come to make a beginning towards finding a solution.
Regardless of the uncertainty of the hostile attitude, the Select
Committee of the Kohima Convention which met at Mokok-
chung has decided to make earnest efforts to contact the hostiles
by sending deputations consisting of representatives of each- tribe
to bring them round, and it is our effort to help them
as best as we can. I wish them all success in their efforts,
as a solid basis for a satisfactory solution can be laid -only
when the pressure of public opinion will tell on the hostile
leadership to give wup its futile struggle for independence
bringing in its wake bloodshed and misery to all concerned.

.  So far as the new administrative unit is concerned, I have
conveyed my ideas to the Prime Minister and Home Minister
showing the close political, economic, linguistic and other links
of the Naga Hills with the rest of Assam. I do not
want to say what suggestions I have made Lecause it is
still in negotiation stage. Every district of Assam
bordering on the Naga Hills hasits Naga bats, Naga hats
and Naga khats and Assamese_has been for centuries the lingua
franca of the numerous tr1bes. 1nhabiting_ the Naga Hills. Even
during the Kohima Convention, the deliberations of the conven-
tjon were carried on through the medium of Assamese which
is understood by almost all the tribes, while one tribe cannot
anderstand the dialect of its neighbouring tribe. In bringin
about administrative changes in the area, the approach should be
to keep intact as far as practicable, the ties between the Nagas
and the Assamese people and base the policy on existing founda-
tions of affinity.

The overwhelming desire of the State Government and the
people of Assam has always been to restore peaceand tran-
quillity, bring about the maximum development of the Naga
Hills and create such conditions as would enable the people of
the Naga Hills to progress and prosper. Consistent = with
that policy, we do mnot propose to stand in the way of
the interim proposal for establishment of a separate
administrative unit with the hope that an atmosphere con-
ducive to the solution of the vexed Naga problem may be
ushered in. At the same time, the Delegates have also made
it quite clear that the creation of the separate unit is ap
interim measure. The time has not yet come to speculate
on the nature of the final set-up which may emerge. We
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are, however, confident that once the initial hurdle is pa
and conditions are created in which sober thinking would
possible, the Nagas themselves would not be able to b
aside the century-old ties linking them with Assam. W
confidence is restored among the Nagas that they can !
in peace and friendliness with their nearest neighbours w
out any fear of domination or interference with their ways
life and culture, I am quite confident that the Nagas v
be with us again and make their due contribution o
building up of the prosperity of the State. At the pr&e
. juncture, I seek the co-operation of all elements in the S
in helping to create an atmosphere free from controvers
and recriminations in which peace and tranquillity 1n §
Naga Hills may be restored and a satisfuctory fmal soluts
putting an end to the much vexed Naga political proble
can emerge,

I would also like to read out the press statement, the fi
reaction that I had in Calcutta.

APPENDIX “A”>

Press Statement of the Chief Minister,
dated 26th September, 1957

. o ol
It is known to all that the people of the Naga Hills, D.ls‘;;; ‘
had the closest political, economic, historical and linguistic A
for centuries with the adjoining plains areas of the Brahr}xllapﬂ%r |
Valley, particularly, Sibsagar and Dibrugarh, prior 1:0_t1i3 w..§_,
of British into Naga Hills. Having also lived so cordially ;;‘ﬂ
having mutual co-operation for more than 80 years even B
the advent of British in the Naga FHills, the .(,ovcrnmcgt.ft‘!
Assam and the people of Assam have been anxiously watciis
restoration of law and order in the Naga Hills as speedily J
possible, as it is essential for progress and development of t".
Naga Hills. 3

So far as the Naga Hills District is concerned, Assame
has for centuries been used as the lingua franca among
innumerable tribes inhabiting that region, and they have soc
and economic contact and trade relations with the plad
through innumerable trade routes. 1 have all along bee
emphasising that this historical fact has to be carefully bors
in mind in formulating our lines of approach of the problem ¢

|
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the Naga Hills. No State other than Assam has been so directly
and vitally affected by the disturbance and discontent in the
Naga Hills which has been going on in that part of the country,
since before attainment of Independence, and naturally, there-
fore, the Governmeat of Assam and her people would be very
anxious to see that peace and tranquillity prevail there and
friendship and feeling of unity and brotherhood are restored
between the people of the Naga Hills and those of the plains.
Such feeling of unity is essential for the national interest and
security of the North Eastern Frontier of India, and will
no doubt be the foundation for solution of the final political
problem.

It is gratifying to note that the representatives of almost
all the important tribes assembled in the Kohima Convention
gave a concrete lead to the people of the Naga Hills by abandon-
ing the demand for independence and by adopting a resolution
clearly seeking settlement of the political problem of the Naga
Hills within the Indian Union.

I am glad that at the time of handing over the copy of the
Resolution to the Prime Minister, the leader of the Naga
Delegation promised to put an end to violent activities and
disturbance committed by the hostile elements as soon as
possible and help the Government in restoring law and order,
and usher in an atmosphere conducive to the dispassionate
consideration of all aspects for a final political settlement of the
problem in the best interest of the people of the Naga Hills and
the plains. In doing so itis expected that the historical,
economic, linguistic and social contacts between the people of
the hills and plains will be borne in mind and will form the
basis of permanent solution of the Naga political problem, so
that it may encourage the brotherly feeling and unity amongst
all sections of the people to serve the best national interest.

1 hope the Delegation and supporters of the Resolution of
the Kohima Convention will now earnestly make an effort to
restore law and order and win over the hostile elements also
in support of the resolution and its implementation.

I have beenlying ill on my way to New Delhi and sorry
that I could not be present at the time the delegation met
the Prime Minister. = Last night I had telephonic communica-
tions from the Prime Minister and the Home Minister and
learnt about what the Prime Minister stated to the delegation
and what reply the delegation gave to the Prime Minister.

This morning I have read the text of the press release and
the telegraphic summary from Governor of Assam and have
taken this opportunity to release the above statement.
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General Discussion on the Chief Minister’s Statement
regarding Naga Hills
Mr. SPEAKER : So far as the time limit of the speeches
is concerned, I would like to allot half an hour to each
of the leaders of parties and groups, and 15 minutes to other
Hon. Members.

.. Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguri):
Sir, this is a very important matter, threatening as it does, as
the Chief Minister, has said, the very existence of the State
of Assam. We should, therefore, Sir, be allotted some

more time.

. Mr. SPEAKER : Well, those Hon. Members whose
observations are considered worthwhile to the House, may be
given a little more time.

Re: Naga Hills Situation

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur) : MT-
Speaker, Sir, we are glad that the Chief Minister has been
Pleased to make this statement on the vital problem of the
Nagas. But today we are confronted with a fait accompli.
The decision has been taken by the Central Government to
constitute a separate unit with the Naga Hills and Tuen-
chang area outside the State of Assam, Sir, I would have
liked, and it was essential for the Chief Minister, to convene
an emergent session of this Assembly before according his
approval to this dismemberment of Assam. He had time

€tween the Convention and the decision taken by the Prime

inister. Sir, if T am correct, even in the Constitution O
India there is a provision that if any boundary of a State
1s to be re-demarcated, the opinion of the State is to be
taken, and I hold our Chief Minister responsible for giving
his assent to this vital matter without consulting this House.
TO-day,. Sir, as I have already stated, it is a fait accompli ;
the dec1si9n has been taken, and I do not know what
PUI‘POSC_ will be served now by this discussion. Sir, we have
cen discussing  this Naga problem for several years, and
when in 1954, if T am correct, certain amount of heat was
generated in this House, we were told that we should adopt
2.sPolicy "OF" whit ~and “sce S PWeé Srestiained ourselves, ‘we
Waited and saw through this matter. When during the last

udget Session this matter was discussed, we were given a
TOSy picture of the situation in the Naga land. We were
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told the hostiles were being cornered, the moderate elements
were coming more and more towards our side and that the
situation would be soon normal. Sir, what pains us most
to-day is not that the Nagas have decided to go outside
the State of Assam, but what is most important as the
Chief Minister has himself said—their demand all along for
an independent Naga land and to-day they have compro-
mised on that demand, but compromised at the cost of
Assam and this has brought out a crucial problem. Why
should the Naga people decide to remain within India and
why should they decline to remain within Assam ? Sir, the
Chief Minister has said that this problem does not grow all
on a sudden. I agree, since 1929 the demand was going on,
but the point here is—the statement made by the Chief
Minister is more a chronicle of events than an analysis of
the policy, therefore, we find all along Assam Government
is responsible for omission and commission, If that be a
fact, why should the Naga people who wanted to go out
of India decide to remain within India and go out of Assam.
Is it not a contradiction of his own statement ? Is it not
2 condemnation of the policy of the Government of Assam that
the decision of the Naga people to go out of Assam is the
decision of the Central Government ? Sir, this is the confirma-
tion of the failure of the hills policy of the State Govern-
ment. Sir, we were not always told and informed about
the situation in the Naga land. Naga land was more or
less a sealed book to wus. We were not allowed to
move in the Naga land, and whatever facts were given those
were only given by the Government. Sir, there was all
along a dual control over the Naga land. On the one
hand there was the machinery of the Central Government.
The Chief Minister had admitted that he wanted to adopt
a policy regarding thc".: situation in the Naga land but the
Central Government intervened and therefore he thought that
perhaps it is better to allow the Central Government’s policy
to prevail over the Assam Government’s policy. Not only
this, even during the operation time it has been clearly
ointed out that there was no policy of Assam Govern-
ment regarding the Naga land. All along the Naga land
was under the policy of the Central Government, there was
hesitation regarding the Naga land all along on part of the
Assam Government, therefore, we cannot bring about a
solution of the Naga land satisfactory to all. Sir, to-day
it is said towards the end of thespeech of the Chief Minis-
ter—that Naga land was hefore independence an excluded area,
the interim arrangement is only to go back to 1947 position,
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Sir, this clearly shows the defects and failure of the Govern=
ment’s policy. ~ Sir, I have secen a tendency growing in the
party in power. I need not go very far. Even at the time of
partiuon of India, if we look back—what was our policy
tp-wards Sylhet ? If we were very serious about_ keeping
Sylhet within Assam.......I leave it for the party in power
to reply. What about North-East Fronticr Agency ? We
were simply fumbling. To-day Naga land has gone to the
cxcluded areas and nothing has been done and we §l‘10uld
only rest content without doing anything. This is the
policy of the Government and therefore, the sooner we give up
this policy, the better it is.

Sir, we want the Naga land, we want the whole portion
because we want an area big enough to develop sulfficiently
fo attract the attention of the people, to help proper planning
etc., for the good and interest of the people, it does not
matter whether Assam is majority or minority. If we cat
Properly develop all these areas and if every body feels that
we are really independent, we are equal partners and if we
have properly developed all these areas, then the policy 18
Successful, otherwise not.

Sl?; not only that, before the States Re-organisation
Commission came to Assam, the Assam Government submit-
ted a memorandum to the States R e-organisation Gommission
that Naga land should remain within Assam, at that time the
Pltuation was as bad as it was when the decision was taken.
Lhe States Re-organisation Commission took into considera-
ton all aspects of the matter and decided that Naga Ial}d
should be within Assam. Sir, to-day we have been placed in
such a Position as if we have Just recovered from hcadaCh_C-

am rather surprised to find to-day what has happened n
the meantime that Naga land has been taken away from
us—should we not appeal, should we have nothing to clamour
that we don’t want to stand in the way of the Central Gov-
ernment ? - Sir, when I say that this decision is wrong—
that this decision has been brought up in a very peculier
Manner, in a very undemocratic manner—I] say so in the
closer and larger interest of India, of integrity of India. Sir,
the decision has been taken by the Central Government and
therefore, we have taken that the chapter of the States Re-
organisation Commission is closed, the boundries have been
properly demarcated and therefore, to-day there should be
Lo attempt to re-open  the whole matter, to bring about the
new demarcation of bouundries, 2

P ——
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| .Sll‘s regarding the solution of the Naga land, I ' think
B R Onehhad ' a right to discuss the whole matter and
COMMSE 107 5. decision. I think' we! ;lad: severy right to
e*PIESS oy opinions, and therefore, at the outset; as I have
stat‘?d alregdy. I hold the Government responsible fot not
calling o meéging of the session of the Assembly to discuss this
problern before giving its approval to the matter.

Sir, what strikes me most is this—that in the Naga Con-
vention wwhich was held on the 22nd August, 1957, a member
of the Ministry, the Deputy Minister himself, was present in
the convention. May I know from Mr. Medhi whether the
Deputy Minister in the Convention supported this decision of
the Convention or opposed it. If he did support the resolution of
the Convention how could he remain a member of the Ministry?
Is it not 5 condemnation of the policy of the Government ?

| Sir, we have to consider these things in the most
;dﬁ“}()cratic way and see whether we have followed the correct
policy.  So far as the Naga problem is concerned, all along it
has found its place in the chapter on law and order or at
most on the chapter of Community Development or some
economic development. Either we were told there were some
'miscreants cither we were told that some people were hostiles,
the law and order situation was bad—we have to control them,
‘We were told we have been spending lakhs of rupees and even
crores of rupees. Even after the decision of the Naga Convention
we find the eagerness of the Assam Government, in the
supplementary budget, to spend more money there. Now after
spending lakhs of rupees—crores of rupees—have we been able
to change their heart, have we been able to change their minds ?
If not, what is the reason ? We have been all along saying
that the Naga problem is not a problem of law and order ; it is
a political problem. We have to approach the problem in a
political manner to see whether a political situation could be
brought about. I hold Mr. Medhi responsible for all these
things. While Mr. Medhi met Mr. Fizo not as the Chairman
of the Naga National Council but as Mr. Fizo to discuss
some problems of law and order, he has always hesitated to
meet him as the Chairman of Naga National Council. It should
not have stood on his prestige to discuss with him because I
am confident nobody would have thought Mr. Medhi would
have liked to dismember India. Therefore, he could have
discussed points of view. But that was not done. All along;
it is clear from Mr. Medhi’s statement that they were trying to
create alternative leadership. Sir, it is one thing tQ speak
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against the policy of somebody and it is another thing to fost
a leadership.  Sir, what the tribal people hate and disappros
most is the fostering of leadership from outside. I am sure th
instead of attempting to foster leadership, if a systematic attems
was made to dispel the misunderstanding in the minds Oft_!
Naga people, in spite of the activities of Mr. Fizo, an alternatiy
leadership could have been created itself, and we would
have been bothered to create an alternative leadership.

can tell vou, Sir, I met Mr. Zesoki, Mr. Vizol and [at
Mr. Sakhrie in their hide-outs. I do not want to take any pi
in that. I met those people, argued with them. I do notwa
to say that my arguments made them moderate or 1*ea§0nabk
but I can say this propaganda had its effect and if in thi
manner, Sir, the Congress and Government carried On

Systematic propaganda, a leadership would have grow
itself.
Secondly, Sir, we should be frank enough. It is true the

some Nagas are in the grip of the National Counc
i p of the Naga Nation

which may be following a very unreasonagblc policy, but at th
same time we

sar ¢ cannot be oblivious of our own omissions. To-da
1L 13 not for me to give a catalogue of those things. I wrote
letter to Mr. Medhj just after my visit to the Naga Hil
wherein T gave an account of the omissions and comms
Stons and stated to him that those things should not have bet
done. To-day Mr. Medhi said about the indiscipline of &
Students. But what happened is that on the 15th of Augh
there was some apprehension that the Naga students would i
come to the school and therefore the Deputy Commissiof

issued a circular that * hool ; th¢
e€very one must c o the school ;
must come and sa) Y et

ute the National Flag. After all an indepel

‘ence day has to be observed, but it shou%d be voluntary and thet
any compulsion. Even in the plains areas we knot’
ak something against the Govel!
p%ndence. We are not touchy about that&b‘;
: Y about the Naga students! Those studen
1‘::31;2 Czllgynot coine to the school gifvere expelled from the schot
" at was a st tiond

Couniéil.~ Theyils Strong hold of the Naga  Nation

Uilt a Na G 3 . 3 bu]l
up National schools durin ga National school just asw

2 our in ment. The
did so in Mokokchung. ']%hese wmc*l(f I‘Zﬁzd;ﬁf %ﬁ?{‘;e R egardin;
Gaonburas, similar things happened, Sir, instead of tryil
to understand’ their mind, appealing to thejr _sentiments, W
‘wanted to boss over them. at-was a wrong thing. Althoug
in' 1929 the Nagas wanted to go out of India, althoughi

1947 Sir Akbar Hydari our late Governor signed a documen!
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‘which was denied about which T spoke in 1954, even the Nagas
were in an accommodating mood. The whole ten-point
programme shows they were in an accommodating  mood.

Had we taken advantage of that situation then the situation

would have been different. But what did we do ? We wanted
to keep the Nagas in isolation as was done during the British

'regime and  allow some people only to go there and behave in

their own way. Therefore the whole situation became  very

complicated. It is good that Mr. Medhi has realised to-day

' that the situation has become very complicated. Some time
' back he considered it only as a problem of law and order.
Vet this belated wisdom has come for our guidance in future,
and I think that this belated wisdom will be taken advantage of
by all not for the solution of the Naga problem but for the solu-
tion of other problems which are gradually putting up their
" heads. :

Sir, I will not take much time of the House, I will oh,ly
say that this interim arrangement, whatever it may be, does
not seem to be an Interim arrangement. One and all will agree

' that this separation from Assam is. forever. Let us not console

ourselves with these sweet words and I would like to say that Shri
Medhi is the main person f"or this liquidation of Assam today. 1
therefore hold him responsible for this. Sir, I would only hope

~ that after this problem we shall be able to solve other problems

in a better way. We only hope that even if the Naga people
go from us the old tie of friendship will continue. These Naga

- people were like our own kith and kin to us, flesh of our flesh

and bone of our bone. They have no grudge against the
Central Government, but they have a grudge against the
Assam Government.  They want to go out of Assam, but
they do not want to go out of India, So I say that there
iy something radically wrong with the State of ™ Wrasl
and that has to be remedied. To this decision we cannot
be a party, this House cannot be a party. Let it beid
decision of the Central Government, we  would not put ahy
obstruction. But let it be known that this House = cannot
be a party to this decision. I would only request that in
future if any decision has to be taken this House will be taken
into confidence before a unilateral action istaken. What I am
sorry for is that Pandit Nehru made the decision and the Naga
Convention afterwards issucd it in a statement as the !possible
solution of the Naga problem. What did the Covention do ?
They only took it in a resolution form. I would like to know
whether before making a statement in the Lok Sabha,
Shri Medhi was consulted, whether he had any objection
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to that. However, an amnesty has been given and it is goﬁ
that thereis a move, a sincere move, to bring about peace wk
peace is most needed. We do not like that hundreds of yous -
men there be kept in detention. We do not like this int ;
interest of India. We are glad that an attempt has been ma
to’ bring about peace. What is most essential is that all ¢
Nagas including the hostiles have to be content with the decisic
Without their consent the whole thing may end as a douly
edged sword. 1 give this warning that if immediately th
‘consent or approval is not obtained this formula will be like
double-edged sword. Therefore we are to see that we get the
approval. And in doing so we must not forget that we shoy
try our utmost to keep up our closest ties with the Naga peop!

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhai
- Mr. Speaker, Sir, we are grateful to the Leader of the Hou::
for giving the statement today because it has given us &
-opportunity to speak our mind on the problem which 15 ve
vital and on which the public opinion is really very tens
But the situation in the country particularly in this State
such and the problem is in such a melting pot that at of
time I thought whether jt would be advisable on the ps
of our Government to make any statement on this issue il
now, and whether it will not further complicate an alrea’
complicated matter and also whether the negotiation which &
continuing will not be adversely affected by generation of h¢
oF Passion in a public platform like this. But when the Che
Minister has decided to make a statement we cannot naturd
femain silent. I shall of course try my utmost to be as digp®
Sionate as possible though at times I must frankly admit on

t0p}i1c s ébis I may not be so. If I fail 1o remain dlspassio%ah
Ope, Sir, you will be pleased : 11 nie up ands
shall be grateful for this. i enough to pull nie up

£ 1;At the outset we are very glad to see that a general amnes
fgs °en granted. It was most pamnful that in this holy lan

? oi?\‘:),tl;rgthers should be shedding the blood of brothe
S onsibi f8 to_saywho is;mor i - who is l&®

responsible for this ; € responsible or wh

- , but the fagt remains that in the Naga Ia“'{.‘i
mother earth was besmeared with the blood of her children, I©

is good that the general amnesly has been declared and thi
blood-shed is going 1o be stopped. Ty is also good .that (i

Nagas ]iVing in the Tuensang area and also in the Naga ]_li“\l

if they so desire, can now be grouped together and they can b\
brought under one administrative unit, hecause when people o

the same kind remain separated under different administratis
units they find themselves inconve nienced and that also create

5o st i e
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sentiments which are helpful neither for them nor- for. their
friends. Itisalso good, as we have heard today from the
Chief Minister, that the Government of Assam and particularly
our Chief Minister has at least come to a position when he
admits that the Naga problem is not a law and order problem,
but a political problem. I wish he and his Government had
this knowledge and this understanding in 1953. T have got
the Assembly proceedings for 1953, 1954 and 1955 before me
where the Governor’s address mentioned the policy of the
Government. In these Assembly proceedings we find the
problem of the Naga Hills to be under the heading ‘Law and
Order’. I wish the Chief Minister referred to this. I wish
the Chief Minister who was pleased enough to quote a passage
from his speech from the Assembly proceedings of 1954, read
the entire proceedings where he decried even the honest efforts
of the President of the Assam Pradesh Congress Committee, Shri
Chaliha, as not representing his attitude. T am not making a wild
allegation., T am stating what appearsin black and white in
print. If the efforts which were made by the President of the
Assam Pradesh Congress Committee and by some mem-
bers of the Praja Socialist ~ Party and others in the
country for a political solution of a political problem
would have been understood by Shri Medhi and his
Government, I think the situation to-day would have been
otherwise. If he could not agree to this and if he would have
graccfully vacated his office perhaps the whole position would
have been different. To-day it is very clear that so far as the
policy of the Medhi Government towards the INaga problem
is concerned, it isa total failure, and I hope and believe that
Shri Medhi asa democrat will realise that he should resign on
this issue and then only will come a better atmosphere in the
Siate. Then only we will see a better solution of the problem
of the hills in Assam. I say this not out of any bitterness
towards the Chief Minister, but out of my respect for the tenets
of democracy. This is what 1s done in every democratic State
in the world. If; as I said, Shri Medhi had gone out two years
ago, the Naga land would have stayed back in Assam. That
is the position.

Now, Sir, there are certain other things. I see even in
today’s statement one thing being hammered and hammered by
the Chief Minister. He said that the Nagas have got several
different dialects and one tribe does not understand another
tribe except through the medium of Assamese. Even in talks
in the Conference itself the Assamese medium was used., What
was the good of repeating these things here ?  Who does not
know this fact ? Everybody knows it, Why should it be
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repeated here ? What is the purpose ? Knowingly or un-
knowingly does not the Chief Minister give further pin-pricks ?
Though itis a fact, does not this careless remark give pin-
pricks to others also ? And does not this sort of remark lead
some people to believe that there is a Government which is not
the Government of Assam but a Government of the Assamese ?
Are not the Assamese people wrongly understood by others due
to wrong presentation of things and facts by people who are on
the saddles of power ? I think this is an absolutely unnecces-
sary pin-prick even in today’s statement. I of course bchev’t”:
that there is no such thing in political history which is “settled

once for all. I do not believe that our brethren in the Naga
Hills and the Tuensang area, who have today decided to remainl
under a separate administrative unit, will for ever remain so if
we behave properly. If we know how to behave, tomorrow or
day after tomorrow they will themselves put themselves in closer
touch with us. But they will not put their heads like a pair of
bullocks in yoke. They must feel that they are equal partners
with us. Tsit not a ‘fact that these people feel that they are

oPPre]s:?‘ectlh? Thel)cz1 do not feel that they are equal partners witht
us. at would not h b i T : Fe siaternn
of the Chief Minj ave been the feeling then the

1ster would have been meaningless. I am
glad that the Clhj : i to-day partially gdmits that
the Naga problem i a political problem, that it is a very
complicated problem :

and the demand for independence

has deep roots, Whyvy has ; J : i
independence ? D:)y as it deep roots Why did they w

<D . €S not remaining in India mean also re-
maining independent ? But they thought partly because of
their attitude of exclusivenesg and partly because of our acts of
omission and ccmmission that they are not going to be treated
as equal bartners and out of that apprehension they felt from
the core of their heart that they should have independent
2l U e the understanding of the Chief
Minister at that time » It was the understanding of Shri

. : Lo the Speech, which he himself referred
to, delivered in 1954 ¢ the floor of thig Assembly,—that this
movement of our Naga brethren was the work of some Baptist
Christian Missionaties | That was what he said. He ridiculed
the Naga Good-will Mission which c ;

did not represent the will of the Naga people. But to-day he
admits that this fecling in the Naga Hills vyaq widespread and
very deep. If this understanding

had dawned on him
in 1954, he would not have made that Statement, because that
was not the reality. He refused to see the reality and to-day he

has presented his report in such 2 way as though whatever was

being done by Government at different stages was correct, If
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all that the Government had done in the past were correct, the
result would not have been what it has been to-day. I do not
want to elaborate that point because my Friend, Mr. Goswami
has dealt with it. But I would again repeat and request the
Chief Minister kindly to look at page 185 of the Official Proceed-
ings of 1954 and to see what he said there about the Naga
delegation—*they are all Christians’’ and so on and so forth and
in that very speech how ke treated the whole thing as a make-
up of the Baptist Mission.

Now, Sir, I would like also to say a few words about his
political phraseology, He has given justification of a political
policy of laissez faire. We all know as humble students of his-
tory, politics and economics that laissez faire is essentially an
economic theory. But in politics laissez faire means simple
chaos. If the Government had any responsibility for the Naga
land, they could have pursued, only either of two policies, viz.,
one policy was the policy of blood and iron, intermingled no
doubt with bribery and giving of presents, The other policy was
the policy of conciliation, understanding and association.
Let Mr. Medhi reply himself what policy he had adopted for
the last five years. I am not going to say anything. Let him,
answer for himself as to what policy he had adopted for the last
five years regarding the Naga problem. So, according to him
what he had done _in the Naga Hills was a laissez faire policy
—a policy of allowing a kind of chaos. In my opinion that is
not the function of a Head of the Executive in a democratic
Government.

Then another thing.—Throughout his entire statement on
the Naga problem today, the tone is that there are some loyal
Nagas and there are some disloyal Nagas and he has analysed
how he tried to play the loyalists against the so-called disloyal
Nagas. This is known in political parlance as a policy of
divide-and-rule. For a colonialist policy it becomes necessary to
divide the people and to play one section against another, but
not so in a popular democracy. With a view to solve the Naga
problem what 1s necessary 1s unity of the entire Naga people
not excepting even Phizo, and to bring the entire Naga people
into the confidence and love of the Government, because it is
the unity of the people alone which can deliver the goods in g
democratic regime. So I submit that even to-day Mr. Medhi’s
attitude towards the Naga problem is not one which could really
deliver the goods to the country. May be from 1lst of Decem-
ber Mr. Medhi will not be directly responsible for the govern-
ance of the Naga Land. But there are other parts in our
country, viz., the Garo Hills, the Khasi and Jaintia Hills, the
Mizo Hills and so on, and if this line of thinking continues then
God alone knows what will happen to the future of Assam,
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With all respect to his political wisdom, let Mr. Medhi answer
f'or himself whether all his political alliances are that of an
imperialist or of a democrat.

- Then another thing about which he has also spoken is
about the association of the people ofthe Brahmaputra Valley

and also of the Naga people in the past and soon. I am glad

that he has not forgotten the word “history”. I would like to
submit that when history is studied, it should be studied very
carefully. When the India History is studied it will be found
that the development of India has come in different stages.
When we look to the India History we find that there are
diversities among the Indians from the ethnological point of view,
cultural point of view, racial point of view, linguistic point of
view and so on. We know that India is united in diversity.
This unity in diversity is not a source of weakness. It is rather
a source of strength. Mr Medhi’s flower vase will look more
beautiful if decorated not only with white roses but, if there be
artistic combination of roses, white, red, yellow and so on. So,
' a country where people with diflerent ideas, different races
and hationalities live, this could be contended if they grow 1n
cordial atmosphere, and unite themselves and gather strength.

hat 1s true of India as a whole is also true of Assam, because
Assam is the epitome of India. In connection with the solution
of the Naga problem what is necessary for Mr. Medhi is humi-
lity, and what is lacking in him is exactly that in the matter of
appreciating the tribal problem. For example, asa partan
parcel of this Naga problem there was noticed an air of super-
10rity.  Instead of going to the Naga people as humble wor-
kers, and trying to learn and take counsel of the people whose
Problem we are trying to tackle, our Government to say the
least showed an air of superiority and created more troubles and
difficulties. This attitude had been shown to the Naga PCO_PIC
throughout the last five years. Without self-criticism a nation
canuot grow. As human beings we are apt to commit mistakes
—‘to err is human’. . -o it is nothing very big if some body or
some Government commits mistake. But what is required of
a real democratic Government or a real popular Government
1s that when mistakes are found, it should have the eyes to se€
that the mistakes it has committed are removed. It should
have the determination to see that no mistake is committed in
future.  Sir, man may come and man may go, and Mr. Medhi
may be here or he may not be here, but the nation will
continue and the people will go on forever., Therefore in our
approach to the different problems certain mistakes are found,
and if those mistakes are not corrected we are bound-to rot,

e I —————
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I do not think that this question is a party question.
. do not accuse the Congress Party as such as being respon-
sible for all that has happened in the Naga Hills. Ihave
said that the President of the Assam Pradesh Congress
Committee himself had made certain suggestions with a view
t0 solye the Naga problem from a salutary political point of
view. But at that time the Chief Minister told us that he
did not represent  Congress President here. In connection
with the Naga problem, the Chief Minister took a position
above his party itsell. So I would like to level my criti-
Cisms against the Government because it took up the execu-
tive responsibility on behalf of the State. :

Throughout the entire period of last five years this Naga
problem had come -before the House for discussion, and
Mr. Medhi was always very vehement if we submitted any
thing regarding this Naga problem. Weregret that we did
not retort with greater vehemence when we knew that he
was in the wrong. We cannot absolve ourselves from res-
ponsibility to that extent. T would appeal to the Congress
Party here in this House that though Mr. Medhi was the spon-
sor of the wrong policy adopted in the Naga Hills, at least
they could have pulled him up during the last five years.
Mr. Medhi could have been pulled up and the entire
House could have considered the problem and see how best -
the problem could be solved, so that we would not have
to come and say here to-day that we are sorry that the flesh
of our flesh has been cut away and the blood of our blood
has been taken away. But we have not been able to under-
stand and we have not been able to make our brothers
understand it. If today we want them back, then we can
have them back not by negotiations at higher levels, by
secret consultations or Dby creating certain pressure on the
central Government or on the Nagas themselves, not by
making disruption among the Naga people, not by giving
presents to a few of them and possessions to some others and
such other things because that will only mean that we shall
be creating a galaxy of flatterers around us which will stand
as a screen wall between us and the people and so we shall
never be able to see the problem of the people and shall
not be able to solve it. I do not want to go into further
details at this moment because this problem is a very deli-
cate oneand it is in the stage of negotiation and in the melting

ot, any statement made here may rather do more than
ood if it slips away form the correct appreciation and correct
perspective. I should only like to request the Chief Minister,



b
s

1528 THE NAGA HILLS SITUATION [7Tr Nov. _

his Cabinet and all hon. Members of this House to considerE
the point dispassionately. But at the same time from thepoint

of view of brotherly love and brotherly feeling towards the
Naga brethren and as an interim policy certain arrangements
are to be made, I do not say that we should be dogmate
about it because any settlement made today may be made
unsettled tomorrow. Instead of giving advice to  others let
us try ourselves to behave properly.

With these few words, Sir, T conclude speech.

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA [Phulbari (Reserv:
ed for Scheduled Tribes)|: Mr. Specaker, Sir, in the first
mstance I should like to express my greatfulness to the Leader
of the House for making a statement on the Naga situation
and thus giving us an opportunity to gexpress our feelings
In the matter. At the outset, Sir, T cannot but say that
this  Government is responsible for the mal-administration
of the Hills Areas and the geographical as well as administra-
tive disintegration of the Naga Hills and Tuecnsang arcd
1 am to say that Government has failed to have a correct
PﬂO]ICY towards this wvital problem. So unless and un'tll tl}ls
Government rectify its mistakes so long committed, it will
not be only the Naga areas that will go away from Assam
but many ‘more other hill areas also will go away. "There-
fore, this may be taken as a warning or rather as an advice
that should make the State Government come to 1ts SENscs.
We all know  that originally the Nagas demanded complete
mdependence outside the Indian Union, but recently they

ave agreed to be within the Indian Union but not within
Assam. Why ? I believe that will give an opportunity to
the Chief Minister and his Cabinet to realise that there
must have been something wrong with the policy of the
overnment. Why should the Nagas who agreed to be
within the Indian " Union not agree to be within the State
of Assam ? This clearly shows that the Nagas have no confi-
dence in the Government of Assam. The Chief Minister,
Shaes been pointed out bY-my friend Shri Gourisankar
Bhatta:charyya, is talking about the language. He said that
even in the last Kohima convention., the Nagas transacted
their business in broken Assamese. I think this Government
:/iflas. of the opinion that since these people cannot express

€ir opinion to each other except in broken Assamese there
€annot be any reason for them to ask for separation from
ars;.stml.k_Tod_ay here in what ]angl_lage_ are we talking? We

inioreng n English. I am speaking in  English, the Chief

hister himself gave his statement in English, my two friends

e e v



1957] THE NAGA HILLS SITUATION 1929

from the Opposition were talking in English. Do you mean
to say that since we are all talking in English, we should
very much like to be merged with England ? This Government,
it appears to me, Sir, always belittle the hills problems. When-
ever the Hills people come with any grievances or demand
or suggestions with regard to various problem pertaining to
the different parts of the hill areas, the Government have
never been sincere to attend to all these proposals, they have
never been sincerc in treating them with care, in fact they
never cared to solve these problems. On the contrary they

have always concealed what is actually happening.

Now let us trace the activities of the Naga National
whether the Naca people right from the very

Council,
wanted to be away from Assam or not.

beginning

Shri BISHWADEV SA.RMA (Balipara): On a point of
information Sir, at what point of time did the Naga demand

that they wanted to be away from Assam ?

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA [Phulbari : (Re-
served for Scheduled Tribes)]: 1 do not want to be inter-
rupted, Sir, I think replies or objections and counter-objections
can be made afterwards.

Now, in the year between 1945 and 1946 at a place
called Wokha the Naga National Council passed a Resolu-
tion for integration of all the areas inhabited by different
Nagas to be placed under one administrative set-up in one
district and to be within the State of Assam. But the
Government did not listen to that.  They did not realise
the intensity of the demand of the people. At that time
these peoplc decided that they would be inside the State
of Assam and not outside. They simply wanted, as I have
said, that all the areas inhabited by the different Naga tribes
should be formed into one district which should be within
the State or Provincial Autonomy of Assam. But the Govern-
ment policy is not to al.low these different tribes to live
together, Government policy has always been to divide the
hills people and rule. Therefore, I feel that it is this Govern-
ment’s policy of divide-and-rule which is responsible for this
Gcographical as well as administrative disintegration of the
Naga land. Government do not want these people of the
same stock to be placed under one administrative unit.
While saying this, I must be able to give some example
with regard to the divide-and-rule policy of this Govern-
ment. The Hills people living in the plains areas are not
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treated by this Government as Scheduled Tribes. Th
have taken the place of habitation as the criterion for the
determination as certain Tribes as Scheduled Tribes o
otherwise. Assam Government under the leadership of the
present Chief Minister many a time assured us that it 15 the
sacred duty of the Government to help the Hills people, ané
to doservice to the Hill people, and so on and so forth.
Of course that sounds very nice. But in the actual work-
ing of the Government in running the administration we
find that they have always been attempting to divide us
The Hon. Chief Ministér  himself at the time of inaugura-
tion of the Garo Hills District Council had the occasion to
say that the Government of India as well as the Congres
had realised the necessity of giving the Hills people a
separate administrative set-up so  that they can develop in
their own way and according to their own cusiom and geni-
us. Like our Naga people we had also occasions to ask
that the. areas inhabitated by Garo people contiguous to
Garo Hills now inside Goalpara and Kamrup and such
other areas contiguous to Mizoram and Mikir Hills should
be brought under one administrative unit under the
sixth schedule administration. Mr. Medhi agreed to this
proposal before the ¢jeneral Elections of 1952. But later on,|
for reasons best known to him, refused to do so. Even
on this day the Garos of Goalpara and Kamrup district
11:1hab1tm_g thc; areas contiguous to Garo Hills are still pres
sing for inclusion of thejr arcas in the Garo Hills District &
that they can be under one administrative set-up. Gover
rr;el_lt has however paid no heed to that. But when certai
?nzgzs PteOple klll the Garo Hills submitted petition to Governr
Sixth Sccl)LecfﬁlcC c&ut. e Pportion of the district, from the
set up under tiemllms:t.rauon’- A commission was immediately
and Mr. Dgas thccmu.mamhlp of Shri Rup Nath Brahm?

2 present Revenue Minister, as a member

of that commissi i
attonsiand I wias select Advi-
sory Council to represent the Siar(\r:)scmed by the then

OintShOI;: Ilgg§1§agf{AM MEDHI (Chief Minister): Ona
" s set up ? Tl;mil = may I know when such a Commis
¢ b P € fion. Member does not seem to be correct.

Capt. WILLIAMSON A, SANG i: (R
- served for Scheduled Tribes)] Nﬁ& yo[lf’l;‘gl?l?guélf t}z!

correspondence of the Government ; 5 ding this
matter you will be able to find 1:11;3.tm::n.1t.1900 5 -mg “§

S!“‘_l HABESWAR DAS (Be"enue Minister): That
commission, if I remember aright, was with regard to
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Shillong only and not with regard to other parts of the
State.

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA [Phulbari : (Re-
served for Scheduled Tribes)]: Not with regard to Shil-
long only. I was a member of the Advisory Sub-com-
mittee. This Advisory Sub-committce was asked to select one
member to be in the commission, and I was selected tobe a
member of that Commission. At that time Mr. Rajkhowa was
the Deputy Commissioner and he had communicated this to

the Government.

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Revenue Minister): 1 was
not a member of that commission. I was a member of a
Commission which was to examine the boundary of Shillong.
That Commission might be at the time of Late Bardoloi.

Shri RUP NATH BRAHMA (Minister): It is a news
to me, I was also not a member of such a Commission.

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA: T hold to what
I have stated. If my statement is challenged, I can bring
that letter about my appointment as a momber to that Com-
mittee for enquiry into the matter. However, the Commission
had no occasion to enquire into the matter as the non-Garos
withdrew their demand for exclusion of the plains portions.

But what happened next ? When these non-Garos repre-
sented that they would have no more objection to be under

the Garo Hills district administration, Government asked the

Deputy Commissioner to enquire into and verify the identity
of the signatorics of the representation and if they actually
wanted to withdraw their demand for exclusion of the plain

ortions from the Sixth Schedule Administration. But as stated
above, no attention was paid with regard to the demand of’ the
Garos of Goalpara and Kamrup districts for inclusion of their
arcas in the Garo Hills Autonomous District so that they could
be under one administrative set-up.

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Mimister): Is he
relevant, Sir ? : :

Mr. SPEAKER: He is speaking about the tribal policy.
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Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA [Phulbari: (Re-
served for Scheduled Tribes)] : I am trying to let this
hon. House know that this Government is unsymphathetic
towards the tribal problem and the wrong policy of this present
Government is entirely responsible for the disintegration of the
State of Assam. Fow shall I be able to do this without giving
some back-round ?

Sir, as we understand to-day, this Government have agreed
to allow these Naga friends to remain within the Indian Union,
and to have a separate administrative unit as an interim mea-
sure. In course of the statement, the Chief Minister stated
“We feel that in future the Nagas may have an opportunity
to think that they should be with us.’ But why could this
Government not agree to give a trial to the 9 Point Agreement
of the Nagas ? [ know that the Nagas right from the begin-
ming were opposed to the Sixth Schedule as it is and they
wanted more administrative powers and they also wanted that
aLseriilie expiry-of= 10 years, the Nagas should have the liberty
to speak abput the future administrative set-up for the Naga
i to-whu:l? the Government could not agree. But to-day
the, Chicf Minister has stated that the interim arrangement for
the administration of Naga area direct by the External Atild
Ministry has been approved by his Government. We also learn
that as regards the political set-up nothing has been decided as
ek :l[t has been further stated by the Chief Minister that
f,f»cent Y MF)kO.kChung Convention decided to work out the type
k : l‘fllmstratmn fo_r. Naga areas. Thercfore we are yet to
Vls;‘li(i;roist t)n;v‘&?; p&l}tm?l set-up the Nagas are going to demand.
them a trial of f;hell-s also, this GC_)V{:rnm_ent have agreed to give
being 5o the G lmel‘"lm administrative arrangement. This

g ¢ txrovernment should have been as well agreeable

at the beginnj
menteofetghlgnll\rrlg 10.2 low:-the Nagas to have the self-Govern-

If that were fg%-ieacfeiliﬁmlid“}g to the 9 Point Agreement.
in the Naga Hills would > & -am sure _the present situation
ment cannot but g Juld not have at all arisen. Govern-
h I killed j gree that thousands ‘of our Nagas brethren
ave been €d 1In their attempt to.. resist an administrative

set-up which they did not Jike. Bt et ;
keep this Naga area within Assa;_ ut still then we could no

_We spent crores of rupees for development of that arca and
to kill our own brothers and sisters bhut we. couldanot-makeriban

agrecable to be within Assam. What made (his people to resort
to violence, to take up arms—is it not their political demand ?
Was there any sincere attempt on the part of the Government
to give them an acceptable solution ? TIf to-day the Naga
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people have agreed to be within Indian Union—they would have
a8rced ten years carlier to remain within Assam if there was
ally correct approach and if any alternative acceptable political
s0lution wag offered to them. Is itnotthe arms ?  Is it not the
bl:lllcts which made the Naga pcoplc to-day to agree to come
W]t.hin Indian Union ? Yes, Sir, it is the arms and bullets
which made these people to decide otherwise. We should how-
eVEr remember that these arms and bullets have not been able to
WL the hearts of the Nagas. Even to-day this Government has
failed to attract the hostiles to come out, the Assam Government
wanted to force the will of the people by arms and bullets.
SIT, to-day T am not surprised that the Government of India
have agreed to accept the decision of the Kohima Convention
when the Agsam Government have failed to solve their problem
by peaceful methods. So I appeal to these who are running
the State, I mean the authority of the State to have a correct
approach not only to this problem but to the other problems
which will be coming from the other areas also. As a matter
of fact the hills people of other Hills had the occasion to express
through their representation before the State Re-organisation
Commission when it came to Assam that they were not happy to
remain within Assam. But this Government said in their memo-
randum that the demand for a separate Hills State was confined
only to a certain number, etc., de-tribalised arbanised, christia-
nised and a few English speaking christian leaders and the mass
people had nothing to do with this demand. In this way the
Chief Minister concealed the fact,

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): Did
I say like this ?

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA : All these things
were stated in the memorandum submitted to the States Re-
organisation Commission. It has also been stated in the said
memorandum that the move for a separate Hills State is virtually
confined to Capt. Williamson A, Sangma, the Chief Execu-
tive Member of Garo Hills District Council as far as Garo
Hills is concerned and the public at large is ignorant of
the demand. In this way this Government’s policy has been
always to belittle the problems of the Hills people and to con-
ceal the actual fact. If this same policy is still being adopted
by the Government, if they still try to conceal all the facts
and if there is no sincere attempt on the part of the Government
to try to understand the problems, sentiments and feelings of
the hills people and try to sit together, put their heads together
in a friendly way to find out ways and means to solve all the
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problems, I say there will be further disintegration of the hills
areas. ‘[Time will come when there will be no alternative but
to agree to the disintegration of the hills areas ; so, Sir, I would
make an appeal to all the hon. Members of this August House
to be alive to the sitvation. It is no use now speaking
more about the problem of the Naga land, it is going away
from Assam. As stated earlier, it is not the language which
can bring them back. It is not the contiguity of the area
which can bring them back butit is the contiguity of hearts
which can bring the Naga people back to Assam. Sir, it is
the contiguity of heart, the feeling of sincere brothcrhoqd
which will prevent any more disintegration of Assam. Sif
these are the things which have got to be taken into serious
consideration. Sir, detailed statements and speeches have
already been given by my fellow brothers and members o! this
House, 1 do not therefore want to repeat those things. But
finally 1 simply say that the wrong policy of the present Govern-
ment towards the hills people and incorrect approach to the
Hills problems, divide and rule policy, concealment of fact,
other disregard of the feclings and sentiments of the hills PFOS
Ple and dictation of their will on the hills people are responsi-
ble for the disintegration of N aga areas and for the dissatisfac-

tion of the hills people. So, if we sincerely want that the

remaining parts of Assam should continue to be together under
one administration, a change in the policy of the Government
towards hills pcople should be effected. I don’t know whether
that could be done by the change of leadership, I am not here to
:ﬁggest. But my suggestion is that if we want to live like bro-
ers and sisters among the hills and the plains people, let us try
42 hf“’e the contiguity of hearts, let us respect each other’s feel-
1;11_;55 and let us not try to dictate our will to others. Let ustry to
divisl?tea;:f}l thle problems of cach other, but let us not try to
stated carl; (;t l?r’ €t us ot try to be against each other. Aj
oot areaset s t '€ present Government is trying to send agents
: O Create mis-understandings and ill-feelings amongst

our people and to divide them, this is most unwelcome.

dSh_n BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): Did
I understand that for the different feelings of the hills people
Government 18 to be made responsible ? l

Shri CHATRASING TERON (Minister, Excise):

Because some hills people took different views against the
creation of a scparate Hills State—Jg it Feshonsible . forne
disintegration of the Naga land ? Can the %overnment be
made responsible for it ? Is Government trying to create divi
sion among the people ?
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Mr. SPEAKER : The Hon’ble Minister for Excise may
have a chance (o speak.

Capt. WILLTAMSON A. SANGMA [Phulbari: (Re-
served for Scheduled Tribes)]: As for example, the
Government of Assam wanted to purchase few of the Hills
people, by offering them job, by offering them land, by offering
them loans and by this and that thing and tried to make them
say before the authority that they do not want this..................
(at this stage the Minister-in-charge of Excise wanted to speak
but the Speaker intervened and said “The hon. Member will
get a chance to speak afterwards™ ).

The Government wanted to show that those people who
have got some favour from the Government as I have stated
above were the spokemen of the hills people. Those representa-
tives who got elected during the last general election were not
considered by them as the representatives of the hills people
and they are in this way trying to divide the hills people. You
may call them agents or not, but the fact remains that Govern-
ment is trying tc divide and rule by purchasing (interruptions)
some hills people in the way I have mentioned above. You
may call it Bakshish (a voice from Congress Bench ‘loan is not
a Bakshish’). Itis a favour. Sir, one thing is definite. The
Assam Government policy towards the hills is a total failure.
(interrupticns). So if you want to appreciate the feelings of the
hills people, let us not interrupt but try to appreciate the
intensity of the feelings of the hills people. Government should
not consider that we are criticising the Government for the sake
of criticism. (a voice—what is the concrete suggestion ?) There
should not be any interference. There should not be the divide
and rule policy, there should not be any imposition and the
problems of the hills areas should not be ignored or belittled.
Government should try to understand the problems and try to
solve them. In fact, Sir, I suggested to the Chief Minister
that we should sit in a Round Table Conference and discuss
these matters. I told the Chief Minister so during his last visit
to Tura. But the difficulty is that the Minister wants to meet
us individually and notin a group. We tried to meet in
a Round Table Conference and thereby try to understand each
other’s feeling. But that has not been done. We were not
given any opportunity. .

So with these observations, Sir, I must emphasise again
that the Assam Government’s policy, I do not say the Assamese
Government policy—is responsible for the disintegration of the
Naga Hills and if this policy is pursued, a time will come when
further disintegration of the Hills areas will take place,
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Shrl KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUA (Amguri)
AT Q4w Aczivn, wGifem 93 awas, w9mas g4y wEicn i) statement
Tifeqfs oprm wweeowa Atwl frm st wlft efEtA zws it 9

et o 5s ara @it Fagam clgsds wafzza =ie awca ) ¥ state- =
ment wify zos cotdrs wie 4fs 12 statement COAA FRRCA

(ST FCNQ GTZT T A9 5T Uiw (srdwd aial SAzFiFe 9 92 @

-

iy wmta  FtEe TgetsTeFe Magw oz AfEcs | agHts feg P2 A S
A4 ‘BErE @AFTFCF e afyT alEavw-—aiad, «2fFEte @iTiE aiEE iR

A1t TY FX F@—FFy coraen wmag wmceuwa camdlEs amte foafers
Jfitz AT 9iF FAR Fifds wFEie wim gween g adm @l
(was mAE 2T GEE) wdm w1 @ wiedlalcEiE e 9b SHeR
Ffaea oF N el Sfme—mgm = mzl (9 Gbl EE
AT I FND 2 EfEsi——voices) @F @leica A0 TFA— IRE
21w coltaleT 2R TNy Ay wfaaca ol awE o SAAfEd GR
=f33 =tz ¢

FIT MET, @2 2PFS U2 (A Altwd  lAcTdTD  GAwiaC fofl
=i Aife afafge | :
= ]:"I‘*T‘V-ﬁ—-ﬂfﬂwm T Al weiffcs e wiata’ (cease fire) &

faSheti—General amenstry 7 =icet |

GOMCBI—a2 MR st Sowedy i awcAlEART e
MBI ATl @1 Ao o(fsfiffm =rsrs gadim crza e (Round Table
Conference) #tfisq =irst s fsw Sicy =l wwaa A@she  AlEADA. SRS
WOl AR YNICS AT ARPEReT  miza atwdm weTEEE TR AR
?j WAL 1, F4T AT wmem v wtmgm opala H&T 16, WRGE ISIA
f:?T‘?i LR 107 o % % 21X weepm patata cafge’d il St F
oo AT BAN | SR s 3 fomiva sgdtcr ot (Bl e
qir_z_': T_\ﬁfj{;i "l;’:; ?I"T’:\'?_ﬁﬁa"-ﬂ ? 4 AfFEa Ssae 573 T QGEFE
e | Py 0 A TS A e s coee o
B '_&E;C?r.___"lﬂ?;:??i?‘ﬁ R giEgay s SiEie °=TC°’IT;D""‘H ﬁ:&
Round Table Cin T difed  aizet wfta Ambet @A S

Bllad ot i e, %I}vfﬂ;’gf; TTfmr;{ = =t wazs A @2 allnes
$°cﬁ;§n§ﬂmw T2 GEE T awfi cafgion o), RElm DTG W
et BRI ATNor i o9 qerw oAln Aifke 9
SO RO FT 35 Wty o) ‘*Ti Ta.i:«n A AGTE bR -
T AN 971 Wt o5 N 1T g | wma A 240 ARl i
g FfB® TR | a s 3 AE =g (N, E. T A.) =i dicl
& = 2 NTCAAD @re wprag gaAtdETE ) T8RS
ml‘c:ﬁg!‘?:?ﬁm_ SIT TR Rawm win iy S | ot e AT
i - ol o AT *Fic 'uwhﬂjﬂ”frn'. =1§?T e dnens
S ?T T afsnte ey ﬁglez’ siFY =fgwts w9 9fE |
ir :I;T:{':% fg;l;! FLLARY O NFTA—F329rm Wit 15} spre THA A6 Viﬁ@“_ﬁ
FA DS A2 F2 TN T MMtaq sjats Brarg wa wET ARG
(Kohima Convention) 7% @ ¥ bazttn wup = facy wie sia 26
Aq AT MR 1 @BfFEe T TEAMETE weisg i gai bl bARHA
fim &6 atfem | (7% fa, +1% fa—voices)
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Mr, SPEAKER The Hor’ble member need not speak so
loudly by, as there is a microphone in front of him (Loud laughter)

Shri KHAGENDRA NATH BARBARUA:— 3519 Tdfas
BRFIE miey micd, (Fiic ceiferg 5 el AlRe 476 Ffegl e
BN opaz i Fawicasd wiid 436 F140a R =4 5F 1 ¥ AT F4
FE FiEare F Aale s aea’, e @@ieT @ qE FiEea
(b2l =f=q atfit{sa =ie (g 43p <fqq affdfea | wibiE
AT Tejmg cwas A FfEReE il SA0e wisigpiz a1 Adtcbics wifgE
MEtaT wEqy | w4 giET coifEmies whf ated o oeeEs sl G=6

FER catwq A
oiel
My, SPEAKER The House stands adjourned till 2. p.m.

The Assembly reassembled after lunch at 2 P. M.
with Mr, Speaker in the Chair

Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUA (Amguri):
Mr. Speaker, Sir, when the heart is full, words are few.
48 oppets 2 @6 Fh T8 | (voice tdffr BIAIS  FEF
ofeuics awcatta 3@ i) bR, Foisa [{Eer s wifxe codEE
SalSins cam, 12 WA SEwa g SR e IR’ Ffa4
dte Fiqcd a2 wnAlETes we | i zew aiv U e f1 937 loyal
Naga wilfga, csécalcs fac ifs [k e @ mhasa_ s #[
ddw ow afiFd  wiw  Fia 59stad  foreign affairs fRetlm &Rl
difis =g | wiEia pawics afsn AltF 2[wiatgeE 178 919 FRee @ S
Pt g ofeAfEE BATE 4FiEiTa i@ 2w sl afE Sid | fatk select
committee AMEHGE WCERA WEa 2w wifed oo Qg FN - AtfeE,
@ weh stz (57 FEA FECl (P BIERE oAe UIFW, GRBE 96
interim measurc ¢z | 2ala fPlgs TWMSl 4TI Ad FITelT WIrs
aifes sics | ©la {463, bla, Y47 THF statement IT S B (STATT
T |

«“The Primec Minister has announced that the Governmenf
would grant amnesty in respect of all oflences committed
by the Nagas against the State in the past”.

Select Committee I weaira  —af@ @7y b4sica amnesty
ate FEcg | @ 9fiEEe @fen @it el wsEe amnesty e
w1l cFEeE cofell BITIRA AW cRn edaw sfam w1 A | s
@fem Prime Minister citzata st (sfom stea s 7=

North East Frontier Agency @ sprlm st 4549 (91 3% W
g oo 9EbE A clorikty aen TR Bifm 4=
stvos @fdtsl Naga Hills og eppftr @@ et SR 79412 ey
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5IFT frmte <fEcy | 4 Fiste rmta bawica aws Si4 9l 73
4T GFNT dg e zlEla dieiz aFfE s fwm | ofem R
GFE ARIS] waETs Wza AAwifEE feferst Ads wAlel Oie A%
WF = ¥l arafe @iy (otares vaslaa alisc sl T4ate fs |
TR W BIFHIT FHIT baFtam CF) 51 e Aifs 9l @Rl Q@
el A =@y FE 5IFI 1 A w7 wiferw  bawha  ohtF AR
T3 | afsm Oil Refinery cwawa 3= atm s 5aFhA (FER
bITIRT 2T WM FH—=iad cFEIT awicae afete @ wiTe e k
BIFE AIZ | AT wwrEE ¥t oy bawlcd AzCEE  Cwals fira Al
T ES W S S ww A@w [Fateg w29 o ateté |

Tl ARE [T R Aivs Mma s @iz a9 Gt ek i
ARBT qma wta S g g fra | e oAt TweRd AR
BT fam ezt | womw 4w fage ciats a1 g FfEFa 9T I\
T YW NS qm Tl wnitarz capstma aeis qiEET 1R
gfenta aFiea goas integrity T 37 o a1z | dfore 93 bR
=Y resign v s |

TR A2 oIS At s TFAF WiE ateig ZreiEd ArREE
AL TE @ ATtAnE fafy ags ateya integrity 3% TS
TIC AR SR et ace wmm epirs i A9 il B
SIS IR T-TFE statement s AT cwiem A A1 % oAl AR
A 1 A cordwn statement % fqud  wiET Algal, Aq% T2 OR
Al SR Gz ©Y g s so RSy i3 walk
OUt “FRTN | (The member returned back the copy of the
statement to the Speaker).

Shri HARINARAYAN BARUAH: (Teok) i ila 947
Ae=Td, GG Fottettotas wisg ey, THF 9% gD AtcaAreT 207 Al TR
T e firer St ey TS | GZCE vaesy Afetdr T4 @ 9g Tl
R foei<m <o sastan @y MR FEN ATl AP 21 R
AT 550 %9 51 21 it wiw iac TeA Aty A g Sfed Al
ST =75 e witeais C2 | 3283 TR sl wirwiATs (afEAl T3 BATE

TS Tof agam =g 6F T em A, csfsg Shefd Fieee 4
IS A" T = g, cefem ats

e T AR s ifbrar tolem, <qfpg iy (R
FIEAICA T2 Toteifey F[I G 7 ra ﬁz%;’é_:,;f 1% @zE[ aiF qElf
A= IF OIT AT Zoh1 <% wra wirer o bawiad wfiaE
SIRAS "‘”ff, SRS I FTT rE cerde et ;) (erg B’
18 T T ARE B sy R wwta) | wiiny w1 zta—afe
IS CFICN TR ottt oy g TGt FRFg @Al TH G AR
egF I |

oReRd T RN Bis g S sttfgty wicn w4 Aty 29 |
S RALUNRMEN G L T T AN e
B o6 J1200 «T TRIE G il ) et crprorater Ga R R
bIFRT Afe 79 T R o1 apampe To g | omie O
T S 11 ATGNTT FACE AN Az qmpn Azratst F91 Sivw %
O T TG 1w AR A T wfomg st 29 ¢ |
oife =elielizta catata atca @1 s AP Aatgta TRI criaRia AT FLTR
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Gisicatt 3T At | d azes «zch =i | TR Sised T afiEe
FRaca cFicTe (521 T AT | {FgEie (g (1 AsdreEs @ T A A
Do ozt w47 wa0s ¥ w@EH AR 2y, (FFAT «eT Fw @ 4
T5s Eld AFta e « i Bed terg | dfetE i FS  cFTEld
rEiRRTE oy 9 [T |

asiteitslaa 5ifs stadia foaim st A% « 2 TPm S 9Bl FiEs
a1 Bi7 Aol czrm | AT bAFIRE fewe welieE csarca wifE @ifz 3ies
sy ga-<ipa @i FiEEa | FiRd osEE wiqt sfafee @, @iva wiiE
wie e @lfEE codraAiea eI A fraEd Fiaa atel | (OsER eI
g 53F1ed (Tl wfawia AlEA | @PiqEed agita TiE AR A
qelRE A~ OlE  dwm fer aififgs 1 e ke wi9T e
A5s  Aeltnwca algTa da w9 FhHa  wie dem ol Qe s iR |
SérElrE WA A0 8 TAAIEE ceEraise uie St wtta wfER AR |
@3 ST (SEAlT TS (FCT FAEEA P i fqe 9 o freow 3 og
pagtad b Aifed a1 ssFETT ¥ A4 SR cliE A by AT
aeAq Sl AT 9@ifga | i 1 {Eye A otz @2 Sl @ oolfeE |
/85T BRAZ  (F(E @ TR ‘Touit @iz FA Nifer (Sfes it
Safstm | % T CFRI—WAET @B Tife cwfoate 72y Wi «@F MR
cafEale A pCAMTEl TFCT |

el 1Ty At TiE iy A wife sy @iniias 3 & |
Safs «b1 FA 159 =7 bia Altd @ cwimicetst FA AFCA @R TN AR
A f AFle Gl SR | FOYeF SIS e w4l AR (s
g mAlgEE Aid fTodFEiE clsim afiug afem facaldy w53 @
dqgera aia AfEieE cfem coetaies atcs fwm iz (Voices—ataea
fafica) 1A CSICENF TR AT AT AT GG CFIA) eita wife
71 Aifea | @fem TeliT wrebel fiey wifzigs cofen ool [fe] was
form A 4% #4% ST @ TR, <iw A dF eicd ttd sicba FiR Fsigm
galEfya | acd ST AR SEairs Seiize wu TRAC P 9srieg
4% EcATT (1 @ECAIF TzZigsfefia calw 1o Wi P Q2B WA ARy
afig weasid  (qES L Gifi AwtaEis @¥relE 631 F4 WA 4R AT
it 4 Fba BiEElT A7 eag e |

Captain WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA (Phulbari:
Reserved for Scheduled Tribes): Before Independence of
India, there was a move by the Naga people for integrating all
areas inhabited by them into one district: that was in  1945-46.

Shri HARINARAYAN BARUAH (Teok): wiw7 7tz !
aita «zehl 7F R @ A AwcEim gweared b SR, 499
(et (CRYAICACECST  UIE AR gfss Rravw FfRcacten, w92
s tate AdS it fgra bl AR ke |

afom 7isfRat@ wdics @z1 | wfRgtra Sixth Schedule ceats
Fffed cFICT 7 R W BRI @Ay T Al Ffafea, Sigea
Constituent Assembly @ wsiteltziag s Tea 2ty ¢z Sixth Sche-
dule @ Atz | @2 wFEA wg pIwl W Al @l TRy
sorbl: @A R A wrefy ticg o1 Sixth Schedule 3 stz
s Gawlad dAPTE crtte w=d ; guiE f6ee Wi AT oy wnle
qzeatsl IR T FACITCST AFCA ONIR AT IHACRCST |
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Captain WILLIAMSON A, SANGMA (Phulbari—
Reserved for Scheduled Tribes) : Belore the Sixth Schedule

camc we the Hill people had lifc and good administration in
all the Hills Districts.
Shri HARINARAYAN BARUAH (Teok) : (463

BistZ  ¢Ftm @ ssh SEaFaT titsta A aGiewias, @R
it afenitz @4 2t 1 i w0 oAbl azar 9F GitwiET 99’8

5A@ A wiag FRiga 1 afs own =a csgg 1% Awas Sixth Schedule
Constituent Assembly <tt wmsg =:0sj5 cagia @ifi attal 9= @i
atfgd, @t A 12 AT 43T Uy gAlGa - corw afeal FCACE bR
qifew cmicat?t Fa P

Captain WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA : I could not
quite follow. Would the hon. Member pleasc speak in English
this particular sentence ?

Mr. SPEAKER : Order, Order. I have alréaqu given

a ruling to the effect that when an hon. Member is not 1n

3(‘113031{1011 to speak Lnglish, it would be unfair to ask himto
0 so.

Shri HARINARAYAN BARUA : cordcs oidta il

GItT | 92T (AT ;AT wiras w5 N |

_ O Stediate w2 wsfifics =4 4T | o «re 4B @ibd TPl
SNGCIST el T B T cordorecy aics e wE Al AT W6
125 AN WS A 92 R A ook wrr | ag @RS AR T
W& @a—b39179 ST 7ty AgApy cziata =iget =gl ates Awad TEIIIES
AT IR =4, cofonr A wthtTa s qmidfy @iz a4 gl
% 215 =g v 9

iadaal CRECS @RI Sl 34dT | SEIbhTy sledIaE CFCE 1 BIFA

}V:deﬂand Rule Policy Tfacy | ualagi? J\ﬂggéfrt;;cﬁ@” AFHL A
MR 20w | wtmadt wmeq oz @1 AT foan Atad FUCE T
cﬁﬁtﬁ?‘r TleTiaie wfsrais FlMe 1 vawicr s 2 eity TS e
T AT FR08 2 @iy iy s ST e o wfacy 2 cafal A
frg1 “ftas T TACH AN sty Tledtts (12 farer THOEz S ®
GPTARAT 0 fifen qae gieg ATt o Afe A | DIFA
At F91 FATO T Qe M9 w21 §fow ‘f?a‘lf !

ettt leTI | AleAttrasa sithrg o1 vt o tefedt cr 9o
fw371® Sawiaa FHFPITAUNS A4 4013 smraivory corome o &4 GTalE |
12 il (ISR ﬁﬂzraa‘ T Efitte Sywrtng wpate werzoatd FEfA |
TS JUSIT TIPS TS WA 7wt odifrg gafger | At Y4
I AcAtSlT ATy Ala—F% O wie ey Sozeia 3T | Fifel
313 ift 9 | @ify Stawgd &b &Fifb sa-a3i0y ascatest Aecalfsied e

¢ b od ¢ | dadad 2 A0 EE
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GEy %E*ri\?mt feqcll “limT =4tz & atdfe 4difFT Al e fEsa aia @bl
fcween 73 “ica, iz 7AFTAZ 2T TT9 Divide and Rule Policy-a
Steel Faalz e 2T 2 AT @Of SO BWEd  frMe  (SrdehReEs
gz T T?l'ﬂ'-' F41 afste “fets 7% st Divide and Rule FifSch
(erds AT AMEd e s firg | orfe R fEe Freonsiat va wizs.,
fifsats otstas! (Frileals "ITTu Shfrats @ 2fFRalws Tl w=EeT P
T2 sita] wEfElT F6E T fafes oim R Ffacg) 98 @i =N
fiwrm @Al atlmaFsT oA ""frr ?T‘F'ﬂ"{ ata) offeqtats Teera Tt Aedie
73 791 czey, TtdiaitaieE cifs orewt

QATT WEIET | TT SHeA T2 AT WAL TASe 92061 Thed FAR fzanll
(21fz) acafzare FHTFAMAa Tz AR AT T 2 @Ets T

I’I

‘L‘I

qify Tz SATNA A GIT FIFNI AERF @HAT i SR
Enau| (rnvs;m stedtatzn @y affd  “asE z7, (Sfom (Srdtee IRl
N SR e Y o I B i o B 101 B © G o B ) O | GRS 5
AtfarT | (VOlCe-—Bh’t‘f&Lh ryyaFadsaEs P, .ﬁﬁ) Coalition =74
cdsF AT ?am G437 23 Algg | Feadigea 0 QA FILA FFAl
(g% CoAa T-FW‘fu 73 wfars | A5 39 A= A FTAE FFIA Leader-
shlp roata =@ o #inm Ff3Eta wfoare ¢fl Twa |

Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUA (Amguri) :
JddteE f[ee s zA1 Leadership weitlizias toaia a1 41 03 |

Shrwi HARINARAYAN BARUA (Teok) : fithi Leader-
Shlp w4l F et Tt #7913 L(‘;‘L(]C]\llllj could FalE I (Ffeare Fia
51 ofF (57 TNAT WLATE BAEBCy | 3N AR ARG (g (Ffeae
FF Leadership 5573 71zta asm 1saen Ffoate fzom Tifss . o2
fafera | sAwtca T AHFRETE 12 stEiRw iy @tTwad fratdsicg am
=f ey | AT AFTEs a7 sf@atace S Leadership 3 gt
€=y |

(FATEET BT ek = CFen SfF  aeraltd 9qed 0T | 9l e
g Az face | o2 AT e St sl mm% Tz |
TAGa a1 Toh ©iF A Ttatrag RIGE

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA (Phulbari—Reserv-
ed for Scheduled Tribes): What I said was that the Naga
people arc Tndians and they are being  killed by the Indian
Army and the Assam Police who are also Indians.

M. SPEAKER : Order, Order.

Shri HARINARAYAN BARUA : 72 TEehl FN FEATTF
i | @€ (Al Ao ing AR CFIFTeE eA9T BT, TS i
4w @i F 5AF wWifERy | (7% Bewar @F TIEAT BRI I9AHAS
Sata (52ICE BARCE |
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atd EiF 12 Loyal @sh w5 | 13 zont=iat %97 @499 bAFE
CICT it A% 77 Aif5H%m cora St oA Gz #[ifecd oo At cota IR
9 fRas sf=ata oo =7 wifzey | <@tz F3a=71d 999 \e5acq Ao 2B
WIS 1% cAtw nwce TAAna =facy, fAadias lEziha it At 49 Jtaes
87T T Bowa Ffafea Few g7 ARG, e atEwa, iz ke
12 F aaawais oz atm sficeas Sad sffea, am 8@t #91 1we
DA (TTANFF IAACA wifiwgm 1 3w oArzfmA o1F awe il
USRS ¥R @D T Affifem | cogrmisE wacaca whawtd F6[es
T aw =fafem <iw AT (sods oo (Roaifiea) fwa =607 B A6
COCH2TA TleT AT F41 29 | Ga=1q7 Tifss afs a1  Haf@at o =@
I efta utealvm =7 3 <51 =fistes g4z zacsceT cors M AR
stara awa AT FfAcascea | wify Gratdt wmm awen awcd el
FTFS ALF| ATFIB AT 49T T = A AHF oo ¢q GlfF AZ7 <4 B
¢z Bt | WIS (SANT  qra frwme AiwT oAt FE colrm (AEEE
TN AN ©IF AT AT foiret caimm meard G olita |63 2iwS
<! HART T Bbs T9 7 93 wwirs cace st =91 cFiat ¢2tg o
A A ot aie) avn wgw Ao swew w7 coiARCA <o (ISR
TG T2 51610 77 Featdt weag sam qtor iy =7 =105 |

Pa. LALMAWIA ( Aijal East—Reserved for Scheduled
Tribes) : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I would like to gayi..i. e

% er. SPEAKER : I would request the hon. Member to

e brief, because I propose to call upon the Chief Minister to
give his reply at 3 ¢’ clock, and I would like to give chances
to one or two more Members. :

. Pu. LALMAWIA : Well S S
than 15 minutes, if possiblee, , Sir, T would like to have more

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHT (Chief Minister,) : Sir,

e M g
igrr:spealf.mbers from this side of the House may also be allowed

Mr. SPEAKER - Let 1]
heard thp speech of the Hon’blleenzj
take their stand, I would giye the

make a stand, they have
hief Minister, Now if they
m chance to speak.

Pu. L.ALMAWIA * M. Speaker, Sir, from the Statement
of the Chief Minister we come  to yndersiand the policy of
the Government with regard to the Tyipa) people, specially
with rcgard to the Naga Hills, First of all ’I would
like to comment on some of the points e T by the
Chief Minister, At the out-set the Chief Minister said, “I
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would like to remove the mis-conception held by various sections
of the people which occasionally finds expression in the Press
or otherwise, that as if the Naga problem is due to any policy
or any acts of ommission or commission on the part of the
Assam Government.” It is clear that the GChief Minister is
trying to be free from the blame. Well, I do not think that
the Assam Government is absolutely free from this blame. We
can prove in many ways that they are not free from the
blame. Had it not been for the wrong policy of the Government,
the Nagas would not have gone so far as to secede from Assam
as many spcakers before me had already stated. The
Chief Minister has stated that the demand for Indepen-
dence could be dated back to 1929. But I do
not think that it is a true statement of fact. If he could
produce the copy of the demagd for independence, we cannot
deny, but so far as I know from some of my Naga friends;
they never demanded independence in that year, not even in
year 1945-46. The demand for complete independence was
never advocated by the Nagas. But what they demanded
previously was not complete independence but formation of
a Government, a type of administrative set-up, acceptable to
them. But after the famous 9-point agreement between the then
Governor of Assam and the Naga National Council, the Naga
people expected that the agreement would be incorporated in
the Coonstitution of India. In 1947, T went to Kohima to contact
the Naga leaders 1n t}ns respect. I was givena copy of the 9 point
agreement and definitely there was no provision for complete
secession but those 9 points were so framed as to give the essence
of the real demands of the Nagas. But since it was an agreement,
it was to follow a give-and-take policy, and so they had to come
down to this extent, so that, it may be acceptable to the Govern-
ment. But even that 9-point agreement was not incorporated in
the Constitution as the Chief Minister himself has just said. That
was the reason why they started demanding more, to the extent
of independence. When an agreement was signed, the Nagas
thought and also sincercly expected that the agreement would
be implemented. But when the Government failed to honour
the agreement, the Nagas have lost their confidence in the
Government of Assam. That was the reason, so far as I know,
why the Nagas demanded independence. In the 9-point
agreement, the Nagas demanded that various reserve forest
should come under the control of the Nagas, and certain areas
which are now outside the Naga Hills should be also included
in the Naga land. These demands were not fulfilled. There
were also many other points which were nc+ fulfilled. Since then
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prove that the Naga people were in favour of comple
independence, a plebiscite was held. That plebiscite clearly and:
beyond all doubt proved that cent per cent of the Nagaswere
in favour of independence., But our Government is trying to
make out that a large section of the Nagas were not in favour of
independence. I understand our Government is busily engaged |
In trying to win over a small section of tl e Naga people, 3‘}d
they are successful in this to some extent but they cannot win
over their real mind. Well, some of my friends have stated the
reason why the Nagas have come down to accept something
short of independence, because of the force of arms. For a small
tribe like the Naga people to fight against the Government of
India itissomething is beyond imagination. Only the fight which
they had put up against the Government shows their courage
which we very much admire . but no body will ever think for.a ;
moment that the Naga people would be able to subdue or Win
the Government forces ; but this shows their honesty and dqsm:
to be free from any domination, to be free from being a subject
race. All this clearly shows that the tribals are never satisfied.
This tribal problem is not confined to the Naga Hills alone,
The problem is everwhere amongst the tribals wherever
they may be. In the autonomous districts of Assam,
m Manipur, Tripura and wherever the tribals are, the
problems are there and they need immediate solution. Sir,
tho‘.lgl.l we blame the Government of Assam, Government of
India is also not free from all these blames. To some extent the
Government of India is responsible also, but I would like te
gonfine- . my statement to the Assam Government’s policy
Rgfgil;:grwﬁ are immediately concerned with it. The GChiel
. amed the Naga National Coouncil for giving false
Promises to the people. Well, Sir, sometimes these people
Eade promises according to  circumstances but because
ere 1s some power above them which can allow or
not allow what they asked for and because of that high
power abgve them these people may not be able to fulfil their
f1:‘)rormsc~:s.t_t_) the peqp_le » but I rather blame the Government
Gouncll aléo made prgnd not fulfiling it. The Naga Nationl
;) made promises sometimes but they could not fulfil

some prOmISC.S as they are not the ﬁnal auth.)rity to giVﬁ the
people anyth.lng they want to, Sir, the dissatisfation with the
Government is not qonﬁ_ned only to the tribal areas alone. In
Cachar District, which is a plains district there are to be found
complaints against the Government. We al] know their demand
for another kind of administrative sct-up for Cachar district. 1
think we all know about the Purbachal demand from that district

this demand for independence has been going on, and%

e
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and there are also other kinds of demands to change the present

administrative set-up of the State. Sir, this needs close study,

it needs immediate solution. The tribals are not satisfied with

the present set-up. How many times we have suggested to the

Chief Minister and other leaders that a meeting of the tribal

leaders should be called, we should sit together round

a table, and try to solve the problems, but I regret

to say that the Chief Minister ignored the idea of
the tribal leaders sitting together to discuss matters, but instead

he preferred to talk to individuals and, therefore, discussed

matters suitable only to those individuals. He made promises
to them and the result is that some of our friends have been
won over while some still remain dissatisfied. Sir, in this way
we shall never be able to solve the problems ofthe tribal
people, and, even now, I would like to suggest to the Govern-
ment and particularly to the Chief Minister to call a conference
of the leaders of the hills districts and also some of his trusted
friends sit to together in a conference and discuss the tribal
problems and find out ways and means to solve them. Sir,
unless the Government can make proposals acceptable to the
tribals as a whole, not only to a few selected individuals but to
the majority of the people, I don’t see any possible solution to
the problem of the hills people except a separate hills State.
By separation we may not be benefited economically, but
we shall be satisfied. Even now, sir, we are willing to consider
any reasonable proposals that may come forward from the
Government or even from any independent persons. Sir, as
time will not permit me to speak longer, I shall conclude my
speech with a suggestion that the Chief Minister calls a
conference of the representatives of all the hills people to sit
together and trv to solve their problems with real earnestness.
Sir, I am surprised that in the Congress party there are
still some people who have strongly supported the statement of
the Chief Minister with vehemence. The hon. member who
spoke before me, unfortunately I could not understand what he:
said because the language problem again is - there. This is also
one problem which needs solution. Without knowing what my
friend said how can I say a men ? Sir, I do not know what he
said, He should speak in a language that we all know. In
this connection, I may say that we should not try to impose
a language upon another who is not willing to accept—it, this is
also one thing I would like to request the Government to
solve.

- Mr. A, THANGLURA (Parlimentary SeCretary :)
Mr. Speaker, Sir, this morning three leaders, belonging to
the 3 parties have expressed their gratitude for having the
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opportunity to express themselves on the floor of this house,
in matters primarily concerning the Naga Hills. As for
myself I have no hesitation in saying that I am no less |
grateful for having an opportunity to say a few words.  Sir,
since the Chief Minister was the main target of criticism and
attack, I take my stand to support and acknowledge the
statement delivered by him. As a budding politician gngia-
young lawyer I had not the privilege or pleasure of associating
myself with the Chief Minister before, but now when I have
come in contact with him, I know what sort of man he is
As it was told by my friend Sir Bhattacharyya, who is .l'f_faﬂ,\’
a good friend of mine outside the House, that the Chief Minister
is hard-working, sincere and really above corruption. I think, |
I can safely believe even Sir Bhattacharyya up to that extent |
Sir, it is true that the Naga problem has primarily concerned
Assam but at the sametime jt cannot be gainsaid that it 15 @
national problem as well and in fact it rocked the whOlﬂ‘Of
India. Mr. Bhattacharyya unfortunately said that if the Chief
Minister left the Chief Ministership two  years back the Nagas |
would have come back, as if the situation is only a new |
thing. This problem could be traced back to 1929. So how |
could a learned and wel] informed Member like Mr. Bhatta-
charyya express like that is g thing that I do not understand.
Perhaps he has said like that just to indulge in personal spite
against the Chief Minister. Sir, as I have stated, the matter
1S a very delicate one and at the same time potential. So I
have been very attentively listening to the statements of the
three. hon. . Members of the opposition viz. Mr. Goswami
Mr. Bhattacharyya and Captain Sangma but they have not
Proposed anything Constructive and ‘on the concrete line. S0

I wonder whether th [ e
problem. Rather €Y are really concerned with the Nag

it seems iti bers simply
want to fish in troubled Watei.}_le I?cl)j rp ?jllél;n itNIic;mno % oncIlJer
that the Naga land jselr has become a happy fishing spot
Agam.there 1S no unanimity among them in their statements.
Captain Sangma appears to blame the State Government
ji/f\fh(}a'lreasau%\é[ ri.:aﬁ?swai{ni blamed the Central Government. So
l(z'n:‘:er?zptiom). ng like that, Ido not know their real motion -

Mr. SPEAKER :; Order, order be
continue his speech. order. Letthe hon. Member

Mz, A, AHAN TS (Parliamentary Secretary);
Mr. Goswami has said so many things of the Nagas in sich
a beautiful language that “they are our flegh, of flesh, eftAEt
Such remarks are very gratifying., I have: Aricds doufsial
the real meaning, but I wonder whether he js sincere cnough,
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Such surprisingly generous remarks almost impart a mental tonic.
Well, Captain Sangma said something about the Assamese
language ignoring the affinity of the Assamese and the
Nagas. There is no doubt that itis spoken by the bulk of people
of the Naga Hills. While my iriend Lalmuwaia just complained
the difficulty in following the speeches of some hon. Members
we cannot deny the importance of language in bringing us
together, It scems Captain Sangma has been incidentally
overtaken by his own political whim (interruption), He said
that Agents were being sent out in various districts to divide
the hills people and thus the Assam Government was
following a divide and rule policy, by offering Bakshish to
these agents. This is equally fantastic. (enterruption).

Captain WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA (Phulbari—
Reserved for Scheduled Tribes): It is absolutely correct.
Mr. A. THANGLURA: Sir, as the Chief Minister has
already more or less elaborately spoken about the matter I
need not take the time of the House. I support once again
what has been stated by the Chief Minister and with these
few words, I resume my seat.
 Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): Mr
Speaker, Sir, there has been an attempt on the part of my
Hon. friends sitting in the opposition to make an impression
as regards the policy that has been pursued in the Naga
Hills and other Hills districts that there is no - unanimity
between the Congress organisation, the Congress Parlimentary
Party and the Government. That impression 1is absolutely
incorrect. Sir, we belong to a democratic party. There may
be difference of opinion among some members but these
are removed after discussions and the decision is accepted on
principle, by the Organisation, by the Party as well as by the
Government. In this matter of Naga Hills situation, as it will
appear, the Assam  Congress Party passed a resolution
which clearly indicates this policy which is being pursued by
the Government in this matter. So, that impression is not
correct. I hope, after realising the situation my frineds will
consider this matter dispassionately and try to understand
whatis being done from time to time by us as a democratic
Government. With regard to the constitution of one admini-
strative unit their assumption is that the Naga Hills and the
Tuensang area will be taken outside the boundary of the
State. 1 do not know wherefrom they have got this idea.
No such idea is given anywhere in the statement of the
Prime Minister. My friend Mr. Goswami who is a young lawyer -
and a much better lawyer than myself should have logked:
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into the Article 3 of the Constitution. Therein it will he
found that for the formation of new States and alteration
of boundaries or names of existing States consultation with
the State Assembly or with the State is necessary. Now,
there no such proposal for changing the boundary of our State
and the boundary will be within the State of Assam. In the
First Schedule the boundararies of the states have been deﬁnpd.
For Assam it is given as : “The territories which
immediately before the commencement of this Constitution
were comprised in the Province of Assam, the Khasi States
and the Assam Tribal Areas.”” The Tribal Areas have been
defined in the Sixth Schedule. The Areas specified in Part
A and Part B of the Table shall be the Tribal Areas within
the State of Assam. So, the boundary is not mentioned there.
The Tuensang areais under the External Affairs Ministry and
is under the control of the Governor as the Agent of the
President, Before the independence the Naga Hills area
was an excluded area and at {hat time the Governor was
administering that area ag Agent of the Governor General,
Now_ the Tuensang Area which is under a separate admini-
stration though within Assam and the Naga Hills area are
brought together as an Interim measure before final settlement

by the Central Government which can nsor any measure,
thlz:t 1s necessary for amending the sixtsl?osghedule? For the
za, e of convenience during this interim period the Tuensang
;ga. 1.'i:m"l the Naga Hills area have been proposed to be,
g ught ‘-}llnﬁiel"‘ one administrative unit giving an opportunity
whg I;SYCb0=(igl?al reaction in the minds of the Naga people
AssamreThom 1 the Tuensang area and the Naga Hills Wltl,lm
ofbunii fiyhal‘e brought together so that there may be a feeling
e di\?;-d = éls shows that _there has been no contemplation of
G ficerule policy in the mind of either the Centra
ngllllgeatA%‘ the Assam Government
P LR T —
leased to clarify wheip i°% - Sir, will the Chief Minister be
Ipi]ﬁ?ssearea wi?lnfgr;h%;lf{ 1t\hls. e Tucnsang. Aoy
or it will remain within the cl)\fI‘. tl!:‘,lf: FSIXEI 1832131?1(111;11: s
Shri BISHNURAM_ MEDHI (Chief Ministes;): At this
stage I am not 1 a position to disclose an thing in the best
interest of India, but as far as I ¢an unde);stand there is no
idea whatsoever of taking this one unijt administration outside
the State of Assam. That iquestion will pe determined oh]y
a_ft_er.t_he interim period is over when the hostiles also come
and join in.
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Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur): Sir; is it not
a fact that the States Re-organisation Commission defined the
boundary of Assam and included whole Naga Hills area
within Assam and not within N. E. F. A. and today this
formula of the Central Government is a deviation from the
States Re-organisation Commission ?

Shvi BISNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister) : 1 will not
reveal the confidential discussion or correspondence that passed
between us and the Central Government in this respect. But
this much I say that constitution of one unit of Tuensang area
and the Naga Hills does not mean that it will go outside the boun-
dary of Assam. Whether the unit will be Part A or Part B
or a separate part of the Schedule will be a matter to be examin-
ed later. But in future or even after the interim period or
during the interim period if some such contingency arises to
take the unit outside the St.&tC, then the Government of India
may ask us to give our advice as was done when our advice was
taken before the acceptance of the recommendations of the
States Re-organisation Commission relating to Assam. So, the

“arguments advanced by some of my friends in th e Opposition

including Shri Barbarua that there is going to be dis-integration
of Assam are not correct. Nothing can be imposed on the
mind of the tribal people. Their mind can be approached
only with sympathy and reason. We can attract them only
with reason and sympathy and that is the policy of the Govern-
ment all along in dealing with the problems of the hills and
plains. I, on different occasions stated that the welfare of
the peopleof the hills and plains are inter-dependent. -~ This fact
must be borne in mind that it will be detrimental to the
interest of the people living both in the hills and plamns if there
js any plan of separation between them. Such an idea will
never serve the best interest of the people of either the plains
or the hills. By unity we can try to develop our country
because nature has made us inter-dependent.

Nature has made us inter-dependent on each other. That
hint has to be taken by us in building the country and each
individual district, plains and hills. The hills and plains of
Assam are economically so inter-dependent on each other that
i¢ will serve the best interests of both plains and hills if they
are developed as one economic unit. With that object in view
we have tried to remove misunderstanding and suspicion.

Capt. WILIAMSON A. SANGMA (Phualbari——Reserved
for Scheduled Tribes):—Then why is this dissatisfaction ?

Shri BISNURAM MEDHI: Our efforts may not succeed
for some reasons or other, but to say that we have been pursuing
a policy of divide-and-rule is not correct.

=
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Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA : May I know whether
the definition of the scheduled tribes was made by the President
himself or it was done on the recommendation of the Assam

Government ?

Shri BISNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): As is known

to Capt. Sangma, we obtained the views of the tribal people
through their representatives inthe District Councils and these
were sent to the Government of India. The Backward Classes
Commission also after examining the scheduled tribes made certain
recommendations. After examination of al] aspects of the matter,
the Government of India came to certain decisions. They laid
down that the scheduled tribes of the plains living in the hill areas
and scheduled tribes of the hills living in “the plains areas
would get all the facilities, educational and otherwise, to which
they are entitled, but in_ the political sphere they would he
debarred from contesting for the reserved seats. That means that
Plaivs tribals living in the hills and the hills tribals living in the
plains can contest for the general seats but not for the reserved
seats. If, of course, my tribal friends in the hills and the plains
can come to an agreement on this matter, we can have no objec-
tion. I have already stated on several occasions that there is
much difference amongst them. All the different views were
sent to the Government of Indj a. Asa matter of fact, Sir, my
Government have been pressing the Government of India to

SLV€ more autonomy to the hill areas and to remove the difficul-

gesuithe way of working of the District Councils. We have

always maintained.:that;, the.district councils . should: escror

f::;gl? fu?]cmons.()f the State, the other functions being-admini_s.

e ijvznie%EEIS]ature and the Excecutive. With this end in

and ascertain Otﬁogvenﬁ a conference of all the district councils

councils were elect e&r cll'mcultles- I waited till all the district

on the Prime M?r:l'e-t i }1;* thc_ meantime, I have been urging

of the Nagg lsbm that Slmuhall@ously with the solution

§a problem, steps should be taken to give greater

aumn? g tl?‘ Ehcihill districts and remove the difficulties in the

Y o e 3. the districts councils, Prompt action has been

taken by the Prime Minister and he sent Pantji to study this

problem. Sir, I do 1ot want to create any heat at this time; I feel

was -the propaganda in Shillong thep » ol :
the Prime Minister had sent Pantji ir;r g%gioljoagggiatﬁ: g }1;3}
State ! That was the propaganda thronghout (he Khasi Hills,
I ask, was that right 7 Was it not the duty of every one of us to
keep our minds open and to evolve a solution which would serve
the best interests of both the hills and the Plains people, whether

Ll
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by formation of a separate Hill State or by some other means,
viz., by giving fuller autonomy and by removing the difficulties in
the way of working of the district councils. Why should we
prejudice our mind by insisting a Hill State beforehand ?

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA (Phulbari—
Reserved for Scheduled Tribes): Sir, 1 wanted to
know from the Chief Minister whether the scheduled castes

- and the scheduled tribes order was done by the President
. on his own motion or on the recommendation of the Gov-
ernment of Assam. My point is that all the scheduled
~ tribes, whether residents in the autonomous districts or not,
" but who belonging to the same tribe or tribes, should

| have been treated as such. For example, the rights and

. privileges enjoyed by, say. the Garos living in the Garo
hills should also be enjoyed by the Garos who are living in
plains districts. I would also like to know whether the
exercise of certain rights and privileges now entered to the
hills tribes in the plains districts was made on the recom-
mendation of the Government of Assam or by executive
instructions issued by the Government of India on its own

motion.

Shri BISNURAM MEDHI (Chietf Minister): As
I said, there was difference of opinion among the tribal
people themselves on the question of political rights. The
President has, therefore, directed that the plains tribals
living in the hill areas and the hills tribals living in the plains
areas would be cligible to contest for the general seats but
not for the reserved scats. Since there was difference of
opinion, we forwarded the different views to the Government of
India. We did not want to impose anything.

Capt. WILLIAMISON A. SANGMA: All the hill areas
are pressing for that.

Shri.BISNURAM MEDHI: I am not in favour of impos-
ing anything on any body. I want to do away with all imposi-
tion. Asa matter of fact, all these matters were gone into and
examined by the Backward Classes Commission. They also
considered whether these political rights should be given or not.
They made their recommendations which weze considered by
the Government of India. The Government of India decided
that the right to contest in reserved seats should not be given.

Sir, our Constitution also recognises the salient facts that

this great country of ours is rich in its variety of people, who
have their own culture,” characteristic ways of life, custom
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and usages and that each cultural group must be afforded
fullest freedom to develop in the manner it considers k
according to its own genius and inherent traits. The essence
this scheme of local autonomy envisaged in the State is, the
fore, that the Tribal people should be allowed the utmost fr
dom to shape their lives: and their future according to th
own dictates and in the manner they consider best without leg
hindrance from outside, the rest of country co-operating y
them and helping them, whenever such help is sought, to devel
themselves in a manner consonant with their background, t
ditions and culture. I have repeated on various occasions th_at t
policy of Government is to allow every group oOfr .sect mn t
country the freedom to develop along its own cherished lip

Now from the statement that I have made it appears t}
:che various Naga Scheduled Tribes were discussing mat,
in Assamt_asc. I did not thereby want to support ‘divide g;
- rule’ policy. That was not my intention. I WasROS
emphasising that there should be unity among diversity.
did not want to impose any language with the idea of divig

and-rule policy as has bee expressed by some hg
Members of this House. % 2l

Capt. WILLIAMSOM A, SANGMA (Phulbari-Reserys
for Scheduled Tribes): No. Sir, I did not say that ¥
Government had been adopting divide-and-rule policy among
the Hills people and others. What I said was the divide

and-rule policy of the Government amongst the Hills peoph
themselves.

Shri BISNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): Then
are differences of opinion about the policy adopted by th
Government. The. people may accept the policy adopted by th
Gove;‘nmeut, but if they do not accept the policy adopted by
the Government, it is not 5 fact that the Govt. adopted divide
and'l"ﬂ‘? policy. As a matter of fact, this Government ha¢
been doing all that is possible todo with a view to giving ful
autonomy to the District Councils in the Autonomouw
districts. |

As I was not convinced ‘with the idea of a separate Hj
State, I stated in my statement before this august House on th
19th ~ of November, 1955, which I would like to repeat &
follows :—
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«The whole of Assam presents a piture of the mingling of
innumerable races and tribes and it will continue to be heteroge-
nous with an underlying current of broad unity and a composite
culture. Any artificial vivi-section of the State is not likely to -
be conducive to the welfare of any section of her people.
This great collection of peoples in the hills and the plains has
been set in a particulary well demarcated corner of the world
and their welfare will depend on their proving able to live
together, ~ Assam should lock to her diversity and to her
capacity for tolcration to provide her strength.

The State Government have opposed separate Hill State
not because of any hostility to the Tribal people for their legiti-
mate aspiration, but because in their opinion a separate Hill
State will be no solution to the problem, and the sentiments
behind it, if not checked, are likely to undermine mnational
unity which is detrimental to the interest of the hills and

lains. I therefore request the hon.  Members who have
stated to be unhappy with the recommendations of the States
Reorganisation Commission to consider these difficulties and
accept the recommendations whole-heartedly and work for
building up New Assam with abundance of good-will of the
people of the plains. It will be also for us, the majority in the
Jand, to remove any suspicion and misgivings that may be linger-
ing in the mind of anyone living in the hills and it will be
our duty to bring them closer together by our good-will for
this joint endeavour of building New Assam. The overwhelm-
ing desire of the people of Assam is for the plainsmen and
hillsmen to rn_ar_ch han.d in hand towards national unity and
progress and achieve a richer life for all. I can rightly expect
that our brothers in the hills will appreciate and accept this
good-will of the majority pcople that the path of progress and
self-realisation of hill people does not lie in isolation but in the
unity with the rest of the State and India.”

So, this has been the policy followed by the State Govern-
ment. . - There is no question of imposing any language on
others. I was the first man from the Government side to
examine the matter thoroughly and how: the difficulties of the
District Councils could be removed in pursuance of the policy
adopted by the Government.

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA (Phulbari-Reserved

for Scheduled Tribes) : What was the expression of opinion by

Chief Minister about the District Councils in the Autonomous
Districts before the States Reorganisation Commission ?

Shri BISNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister) : Before
the States Reorganisation Gommission, I only spoke about the
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constitution of a separate Hill State. There was no men;
here and there, about the District Councils, and not cv;nha
the functions of the District Councils and difficulties which g

be removed andmore power for the proper functioning of
District Councils that should be given.

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA [Phulbari (
served for Scheduled Tribes: Sir, the Chief Minjg,,
expressed before the States Reorganisation Commission g,
power should not be extended to the District Councils.

Shri BISNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): W
I was saying at that time was that some District Coy,
cils were not constituted, and Shri Pantji also desired
to examine the matter whether more autonomy could
given to the District Councils, and that was the reag
why Shri Pantji consulted the different tribal leaders in I
recent visit to Shillong with a view to give more autongy)
to the District Councils. We tried to examine all those p

posals put forward by different tribal leaders and polifi
parties dispassionately,

Now another point has been raised by Shri Khogen y
Baruah about the Naga Convention which was held ;
Kohima and pointed out that the State Government b,
spent about Rs. 2 lakhs for holding the Convention.

Shri KHOGENDRANATH BARBARUAH (Amgurj
hat was the actual amount spent for this Convention?}

Shri BISNURAM MEDH] - So, Sir, he seems to I

impatient even to know the amount that had been spenth
the State Government,

Shri KHOGENDRAN

N A BARBARUAH : Becaur
Sir, the Naga Hijlg hag L A :

gone away- -7--.¢ e o & 8 » * s 0000 0

(A hﬁge laughter in the House)

Mr. SPEAKER - Order,

order.

I thought that the hon. Member has refreshed hin:
self by walking out of this Hoyge, It seems to me now thy
he could not refresh himself outside, - :

Shri BISNURAM MEDHI: Sir, T would like to say fy
the information of the House that the expenditure incurred

, Al
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on the Kohima Naga Convention on items like camps, food,
etc., was less than Rs.20,000.

Then, as a matter of fact, when the tribal people assembled
in a certain place, it is the customary duty on the part of
the Government to feed them............cooeen.

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA [Phulbari (Reser-
ved for Scheduled Tribes)]: When we have the opportunity
of meeting together, will the same help be entrusted to us ?

Shri BISNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): If you

approach us.

Besides  this, as you know, this is not a question of °
divide-and-rule.  All the representatives in the Kohima
Convention were elected representatives who assembled in
a meeting. What was done by the hostiles ? The hostiles
wanted to kill persons and snipe them even in the meeting
lace. It was our duty to preserve law and order amongst
the representatives of the people of the Naga Hills. There
is no transport system in the Naga Hills. Naturally by Military
conveyance the representatives of the people had to be carried
on to the Kohima Convention.

Shri GAURISHANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati):
So Government acted as a Reception Committee.

Shri BISNURAM MEDHI : No, Government did not
act as a Reception Committee. We had to protect the
elected representatives of the different tribes, in the Naga
Hills from the hostiles who were meeting in a Convention.
It is not a question of divide-and-rule, but it 1is a
question of protecting the people so that they can freely
express their views. “After so much terrorising, killings and
shooting we feel it 15 the duty of the Government to protect

these people.

Now, these people on their own free will passed a resolution
requesting the Prime Minister to grant an amnesty to their
fellow Nagas. My friend, Shri Borboruah, says that the Assam
Government never granted any general amnesty. I think my
friend was present here last June when a general amnesty was
declared by this Government to persuade the hostiles to
currender their arms and to come out of the jungles. Asa matter
of fact, many people come out from their hiding in the jungles ag
a result of this amnesty. Similarly an amnesty was given by the
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Prime Minister recently with the object of persuading the hostile
elements to change their wrong notion of a separate Naga
Independence, but to agree to the general public opinion of
coming into one administrative unit under the External
Affairs Ministry. Is not this a great achievement ? Is it
a question of divide-and-rule? I think this question of
divide and rule has been misquoted here.

Capt. WILLIAMSON A. SANGMA [Phulbari (Reserved
for Scheduled Tribes)] : What we mean is that the Naga
people have been separated from other hills people now ?

Pu LALMAWIA [Aijal-East (Reserved for Scheduled
Tribes)] : In giving protection..................

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. Let the Leader of the
House continue.

Shri BISNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister) : Sir, as
I have already said, our policy is absolutely clear on this
point. ~ As I said here, no responsible Government could
tolerate widespread lawlessness and threats of subversion
and the State Government had to take adequate measures,
however, reluctantly, to suppress lawlesssness and afford
protection to the loyal elements. Secondly, in spite of
difficulties, programme of development for the welfare of the
Naga people In  general had to go on simultaneously. Lastly,
we never believed that a mere law and order approach and
E{m hand policy could bring a solution to the political pro-
blem which was essentially a human problem. It had to be
apprg/aiched with a sense of service and sympathy.............

Mr. SPEAKER : Order, order, is the Chief Minister
reading f_‘rom today’s speech ?

Shl}.:orPIS?/IURAM MEDHI : Yes Sir, because I find
many b embers could not understand. However, as
.I sald,ht 18 FO tll(iy 18 being Pursued from 1952-'54., Our idea
is to show to the Naga People themselves the futility of
the false promises of ~the aga National Clouncil and to
make the_m .reallse the _mistake in followin this senti-
mental agitation f01“_ S€cession from the IndiangUniOn and
to amend their mistakes by replacing the Naga National
Council by other lealdershlp among themselyes s

Again, on several occasions the Prime Nfin: i
met these people and advised them to give uMpmtlligelidengFcf
separate Independent Naga land.  On one occasion the Prime
Minister met the delegation from some of these Naga people

175717}
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including Phizo and talked with them for three hours when he
persuaded them to change their view of independence but to
be a unit within the Indian Union. Butto no avail. In this
connection I can place some facts for the information of the
House. The Prime Minister considered freedom very precious.
He was sure that the Nagas were as free as he was, in fact
more free in a number of ways. For, while he was bound
down by all sorts of laws, the Nagas were not to the same
extent bound down by such laws, and were governed by their
own customary laws and usages. But the independence the
Nagas were after, was something quite diffierent from individual
or group freedom. In the present context of affairs both in
India and the world, it was impossible to consider, even for
a moment, such an absurd demand for independence of the
Nagas. It was doubtful whether the Nagas realise the conse-
quences of what they were asking for. For, their present
demand would only lead them to ruin.

The Prime Minister then told the deputation that he
wanted to make a few things quite clear and definite. Firstly,
no part of India as conslituted today, including Naga land,
can be separated from India. Secondly, no people whoever
they be, can be exploited by any other people.  All have
equal rights throughout the Indian Union. Thirdly, in parti-
cular areas, which have their special culture, traditions, etc.,
there can and will be no outside interference with the customs,
usages of people, and their development will be along the way
best suited to their genius and culture. So, even after three
hours of deliberations, persuasion and arguments with
these people they did not give up their idea of separate
independence. After that it was thought that there is no
need for negotiation so long these people do not give up
the idea of independence. That was the stand taken by
Central Government as well as the state Government.

Now I will just place some facts as to how the Communist
Revolutionary Party was encouraging and helping the hostile
Elements...: « « « s vae

Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguri) :
I challenge the Government.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order.

~ Shri BISNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): I have with
me letters which have been translated. But I do nét want to
mention the names of persons involved here.
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Shri BISNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): In
connection with this matter some cases are still pending. So I
do not want to disclose the names of these persons. But I am
convinced from the report of the D. I G..........

Mr. SPEAKER: Then do I understand from the Chief
Minister that this entire matter is now sub-judice ?

Shri BISNURAM MEDHI : No, not the entire matter,
but some of the names mentioned in this letter are implicated
in connection with certain cases regarding supply of unauthorised
arms and ammunition.

Mr. SPEAKER: If itis a matter of arms and ammuni-
tion, 1 am afraid, that letter will also be sub-judice, because
it will have to be produced before the court.

Shri BISNURAM MEDHI: Sir, this letter refers to a
previous case and not to the present case I am speaking of.

Mr. SPEAKER: Are you sure ?
Shri BISNURAM MEDHI : Yes; ' Sir.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur): May I
know if any member of the R. C.P.I. was put under
arrest for giving such aid to the Naga hostiles ?

Mr. SPEAKER: Let the Chief Minister say what he

wants to say, and then g2 _ r ] i
sought for, ny clarification required may

Shri BISNURAM MEDHI
S ! ] : So some of the persons
mentioned in this letter rendered help to the Naga hostiles

to continue thejr .
some of these I struggle against the Government, and now,

Pelons named h ted to be
members of Rf‘VC'hlliona €r¢  were reporte |
. . % r .
position. y Communist Party. That is the

Mr. SPEAKER: SO 7 :
Minister, this letter has > as I understand from the Chief

ivin . IO connectio :
arms and ammunition i n with the supply of

g ‘ase which is now sub-
judice. Therefore there should pe no objection in mentioning

the names,

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA (Gauhati):
Sir, if the Chief Minister refers to any sycp 1§t§r ;%iczll)is
not subjudice, he should also give the names, otherwise he
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should not implicate any party as I think it isnot only improper
but a breach of the privilege of the House and also of the
Members belonging to that party.

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS (Karimganj—North):

. Sir, with regard to the ruling given by you:the other day,

you were pleased to say that if any body wants to refer to
any person, he should first bring it to the notice of the
Speaker. May I know, Sir, if in the present case the Chief
Minister brought these names to the notice of the Speaker ?

Mr. SPEAKER : 1In persuance of the practice followed
in the Lok Sobha, I held on a previous occasion that if
any Member wants to make any reflection on any body,
be he a Member of the House or a member of the public
outside, it is nccessary that these names should first be
placed before the Speaker, who would then give these names
to the Government for verification of facts and that Govern-
ment after ascertaining fact would make them available to
the ;Speaker -who would then decide as to whether or not
these names might be mentioned in  the House. Hon. Mem-

ber from Karimgan] now wants to know whether the names

which the Chief Minister proposes to refer to before the Fouse
were first referred to the Speaker.

These names were not referred to me. So, they may
not be ‘mentioned here.

Sari BISNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): Yes, Sir,
these names were not referred to you, so I will not mention
the names,

What I want to say 1s that the members-of the Communist
Party never lthI'm_Ed these Nagas that they were against the
move for complete independance or secession from India. Be-
cause those members of the Naga Good-will Mission visited
this State from one end to the other and met people pro-
fessing different political parties. Wherever this Mission went,
they gave out theu: aim to be complcte independence. They
met our friends of the Communist Party also. ' But these
members of the Communist Party never (ried to dissuade them
from their wrong path of complete secession from India. They
met our Tribal people and Tribal leaders. It must, however,

be said to their credit, they asked them to give up their

claim for complete independence and to join them in their
movement for obtaining a Hill State. But the Members of
the Naga Good-will Mission did not agree to that even.
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Mr. SPEAKER : In this connection, I would like
bring before the notice of the Chief Minister about the p
dure of reading or quoting before the House. This isfr
May’s Parliamentary Procedure :

““A Minister of the Crown is not at liberty to read
quote from a despatch or other State paper not befOf’c
House, unless he be prepared to lay it upon the table™.

The same practice is followed in the Lok Sobha alse
Here it says—

“If a Minister quotes in the Fouse a despatch orothe
State paper which has not been presented to the House, b
shall lay the relevant paper on the table’’.

Shri BISNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): Sit,I¢
not propose to disclose them.

.Now about the Praja Socialist Party including my Friep
Shri Hareswar Goswami who along with two others, one .
them is Shri Bipinpal Das, the Provincial Secretary of t
parly, visited the Naga Hills probaly in the year 1953.
that time my Friend Shri Hareswar Goswami could
visit all the places but the other two gentlemen, Shri Bi
P Dgts and the other, moved from place to place und
the guidance of Miss Iralu. But unfortunately none of th
persuaded these misguided people to give up their dema®
for mdepend_ance. Photostat copy of the Press Note st
Iﬁld?r ghe Signature of the Information Officer of the Nt
rezic::on.al C.ounml_ claiming that the Praja Social_ist Party hat
wasg{;lsed the right of the Nagas to political 1'ndependcm‘€
g fgzught before the House on the last occasion and the
consistedm f‘the Proceedings of this House. The visiting part
Provincialo SShrl areswar Goswami, leader, Shri Bipinpal D&t;
Shri Birend ceretary of the Praja Socialist Party, Assam, an

,rehdra: Kumar Bhattacharji, Shri Goswami could n¢
continue the tour J1. .

; foga0me : urgent CA
from home. ountry due to some ge

Nagas were told that the Prajn Qenials Party of Ind
stood for the liberation of non—selfz‘l ‘étvigg;h%eople ¥‘rom polit
cal and economic domination of asthers. Fconomic freedos
was not possible where political fre :
tent with this principle the party recognised the right of Nag
to political Independence for which they were now struggling
The party also stood for the establishment of a third pows

edom did not exist. Consi
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block to balance the two power blocks of the present pulling
the world to conflicting directions.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI (Rampur): On a point

' of clarification Sir, on an earlier occassion this matter was

raised in this House, and then I had stated that the Press
Statement did not give the actual picture of what had actually

happened, and then 1 said that my statement should be

accepted, and I got the impression that my statement was

accepted.

Mr. SPEAKER: Do I understand that this matter was

' discussed in this House on a previous occasion ?

Voices—Yes, yes.

If this matter was once settled on a previous occasion by
this Assembly, I think it wili not only be against the rules
to bring this matter once again and discuss it here, but

| it will also serve no useful purpose.

Shri BISNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): Yes, Sir,

| this matter was discussed in this House on a previous occasion,
| and as my Friend Shri Goswami has stated, I also accepted

his statement. But hc-r? what I want to point out is about
the impression created in the minds of the Nagas by the visit
of the Praja Socialist Party g]e]egution. I also want to show
that no political party ever tried to dive deep into the Naga
problem and give a definite and practical solution to resolve
the complicated situation arising therefrom. Only critising
the Government saying that this should not be done or that
should not have been done would solve no problem. The
conduct of these political parties in their dealings with this
matter was nothing short of giving encouragement to their
demand for independence. So under the circumstances, the
best thing the Government could do was to leave the matter
to the Nagas themselves. That is the only thing that we
can do to solve the Naga problem. That is why the Govern-
B ¢ has ordered a generffll amnesty so that “those hostile
clements may come out of their jungle hide-outs and sit
round face to [face with their friends and brothers with a
view to come to a lasting solution of this long drawn-out
struggle.  This is, however, the first stage. If this can now
be established, I am quite sure, there will be an atmosphere
of good-will in which the problem can be solved in the best
possible way. That is why we should support and we sent
our good wishes for the success of this interim measure,
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(REMOVAL OF DISQUALIFICATIONS)
(AMENDMENT) BILL, 1957

The Assam Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1957

Shri- SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister, Local Self:
Government): Mr. Speaker, Sir, T beg to introduce the
Assam Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1957. ,

- The Motion was put as a Question by the Chair and
adopted.

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I'beg
to move that the Assam Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1957
be taken into consideration.

Sir, the reasons for introduction of this Bill are very simple.

Section 154 of the Assam Municipal Act, 1956 (Assam Act
XV of 1957) empowers the Municipal Boards to acquire land
necessary for the sites of (he buildings to be erected on the sides
of the road. But since the purpose of erecting such buildings is
not mentioned and under Article 31 of the Constitution 1o
Property can be acquired save for a public purpose the provi-
Sions=of« thistisection ‘are ulrg vires 'of the Constitution. It 1s
therefore deemed necessary to repeal this Section.

adoPEE Motion was put as a Question by the Chair and
At this stage Shri Tarun Sen Deka (Nalbari West) wanted

to speak. Since the question was ad e
5 adopted, the Speaker told him
that he might speak on it later, S I

The Asfsafm State' Legislature Members® (Removal of
Dlsquahﬁcations) (Amendment) Bill, 1957

S §}}l:>ri LOPNATH' BRAHMA (Minister) : Mr. Speaker,
}_1{ . e% s mtroduce the Assam State Legislature Members’
(Removal of Dlsquallﬁcations) (Amendment) Bill, 1957.

‘The Motion X 7
s Was put as a Question by the Chair and

Shrihiuﬂfq AEH BRAHMA :  Mr. Speaker, Sir, Tbeg
to move that the Assam State Legislature Members’ (Removal
of Disqualilications) (Amendment) Bill, 1957, be taken into
congideration. s

ifhis, is.2 Vely SEAP.G Bill. It seeks to remove certain
disqualffications relating to Certain persons now serving under
the Auxiliary Air Iorce or the Air Defence Reserve.

The  Motion was put as a Question by the Chair and
adopted.
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EMOLUMENTS) (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1957

The Assam Displaced Persons (Rehabilitation Loans)
(Amendment) Bill, 1957

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister) : Mr. Speaker, Sir,
I beg to introduce the Assam Displaced Persons (Rehabilitation
Loans) (Amendment), Bill; 1957.

The Motion was put as a Question by the Chair and
adopted.

Shri HARESWAR DAS : Mr. Speaker, Sir, that the
Assam Displaced Persons (Rehabilitation Loans) (Amendment)
Bill, 1957, be taken into consideration.

This is a very small measure. Only the person so displaced
is considered as a displaced person. That was the decision
taken by the Relief and Rehabilitation Ministry of the Dis-
placed Persons. This definition was accepted by the Union
Government, so we have come to amend the Act,

The Motion was put as a Question by the Chair and:
adopted.

The Assam Legislative Assembly (Members® Emolu-
ments) (Amendment) Bill, 1957

Mr. SPEAKER : 'There is a message from the Governor

in respect of the Assam Legislative Assembly (Members” Emolu-
ments) (Amendment), Bill, 1957,

“Camp—Rashtrapati Bhavan,
New Delhi, 4th November:1957.

I recommend under Article 207(1) of the Constitution of
India that the Assam Legislative Assembly (Members® Emolu-
ments) Bill, 1957, be introduced and moved in the Assam
Legislative Assembly.

Sd./- FAZL ALI,
Governor, Assam.’

2

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH  (Finance Minister):
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to introduce the Assam Legislative
Assembly (Members” Emoluments) (Amendment) Bill, 1957,

The Motion was put as a Question and adopted.
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NISTRATION OF JUSTICE (MISCELLANEOUS
PROVISIONS) BILL, 1957

Mr. SPEAKER : There is another message from the Gover-
nor. 1 will read the same.

““Camp-—Rashtrapati Bhavan,
New Delhi, 4th November 1957.

I recommend under Article 207(3) of the Constitution of
India, that the Assam Legislative Assembly (Members’ Emolu-
ments) (Amendment), Bill, 1957 be taken into consideration by
the Assam Legislative Assembly.

Sd./- FAZL ALI,
Governor, Assam.”

Shri DEBESWAR SARMAH : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg
to move that the Assam Legislative  Assembly (Members’
Emoluments) (Amendment), Bill, 1957 be taken into consi-
deration.

! This is a very simple Bill and it has been clearly explained
in the Statement of Objects and Reasons.

The Motion was put : it ; Chair and
adopted. put as a Question by the

The Assan.a Aut9nomous Districts Administration of
Justice (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill, 1957

Shri CHATRA SING TERON (Mix; ibal Wel-
- { nister, Triba e
fare) : My. Speaker, Sir, I beg to irftroduce the Assam Auto-

nomous Districts  Administrag: i i '
e AL S stration ellaneous
Provisions) Bill, 1957 PLuatics | Misc

The Motion was put ag i i
‘ Quest )yt an
adopted. a Question by the Chair

Shri CHAI.TR.‘f- SING TERON H Mr. S:Pcake‘[" Sil‘, I ng
to move that the Assam Autonomous Districts Administration
of Justice (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill, 1957 be taken into
consideration.

This is a very simple Bill and the need for it has been
fully explained in the Statement of Objects and Reasons.

The Motion was put asa Question by the Chair and

adopted.
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BILL, 1957

The Assam Hindu Religious Endowment Bill, 1957

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Minister, Revenue) : Mr.
Speaker, Sir, I beg to introduce the Assam Hindu Religious

Endowment Bill, 1957.
Mr. SPEAKER : The Question is that the Assam Hindu
Religious Endowment Bill, 1957, be introduced.

(After a pause)
'The Bill is introduced.

There is a message from the Governor of Assam, dated the
4th November, 1957 in respect of the same Bill.

«] recommend under Article 207(3) of the Constitution of
India that the Assam Hindu Religious Endowment Bill, 1957
be taken into consideration by the Assam Legislative Assembly.

Sd./- FAZL ALI,
Governor of Assam.’”

Shri HARESWAR DAS : Sir, as the Bill has an important
bearing on the social life of the people of Assam, I beg to move
that the Bill be circulated for eliciting public opinion thereon
by the 15th March, 1958.

Mr. SPEAKER : The House now stands adjourned till
1-30 p.M. to-morrow the 8th instant.

Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned till 1-30 p.m., on Friday,
the 8th November, 1957.

R. N. BARUA,

SHILLONG : Secretary,
Legislative Assembly,
The 26th July, 1958. Assam,

A.G.P. (L.A) Non.128/58—220—29.7-1958.
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Messrs. Chapala Book Stall, Shillong.

Messrs. Sirbhumi Publishing Co., Calcutfa

The Proprietor, ‘Graduates Union,” Gauhati.

Mr. Banwarilal Jain (Book Seller), 1719/2002,
Mati Katra, Agra (India).

Messrs. Law Book Society, 65/3, Harrison
Road, Calcutta.

The Director, Benares Corporation, University
Road, P.O. Lanka.

Messrs. Law Book Society, 4A, Wellington
Square, Calcutta,

Messrs. Bodh Raj Marwah, Booksellers, Shop
No.63, Pusa Colony Market, Delhi-Karol
Bagh, New Defhi.

The Oxford Book and Stationery Co., Scindia
House, New Delhi/17, Park Street, Calcutta.

Messrs Mokshaoa Pustakalaya, Publishers and

Book Sellers. Gauhati.

Messis Popular Book Depot (Regd)), Booi-
sellers, Publishers, elc., Lamington Road,
Bombay-7.

Messrs R.H.U. Press Book Depof. Booke

sellers. Publishers. etc.. Banaras-5 (India).

The Manager, The Modern Book-Depof,
G. S. Road, Shiliong.

The Manager, The Modera Book-Depot,
Gauhati.

The Manager, The Wodern Book-Depof,
Calcutta.

The Manager, The Modern Book-Depof,
Agra Cantonment.

Proprietor, B.S. Jain and Co., 71, Abupura,
Muzaffarnagar (U. P.). India.

Firma, K. L. Mukhopadhyay, 6/1A Bachha~
1am Akrur Lnae, Calcutta-12, India,



