Proceedings of the Ninth Session of the Assam Legis-
lative Assembly assembled after the First Geperal
Election under the Sovereign Democratic
Republican Constitution of India

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong,
at 1-30 p.M. on Friday, the 9th March, 1956.

PRESENT
Shri Kuladhar Chaliha, B.r., Speaker, in the Chair, the

nine Ministers, the two Deputy Ministers,

. one Parliamentary
Secretary and sixty-seven Members.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
Kala-azar Hospital at Tupa

Shri AARAN SANGMA asked:

2. Will the Minister-in-charge of Medjcal Department, be
pleased to state— 2

(@) Whether Government is awar
buildings of Kala-azar Hospita] at Tura are in
worn-out and dilapidated condijtipp and that none
of the five buildings are fit for keeping the patients
specially in rainy season, due to serious lgakage ?

€ that the thatched

(6) If so, why Government has over-looked in taking
necessary action to that effect »

(¢) What effective measures ar

to remedy this ? € going to be undertaken
IS F
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(d) Whether any person in authority visited this hospi-
tal during the year 1954-55 and noticed or made
a note of the deplorable condition of the
buildings ?

(¢) If so, what remark was made by him ?
Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister) replied:

2. (a)—Yes, the buildings of the Tura Kala-azar Hospital
were in worn-out and dilapidated condition.

; (b)—Govcrnm-enF have already sanctioned to the
improvement of the buildings by Public Works Department at a
cost of Rs.40,900 during this financial year.

(¢)—Does not arise.

_ : (dA—YeS. S.l'(lil‘i O. K. Das, Minister-in-charge, Edu_cai
tion, etc., Assam paid a visit'to the T ala- Hospita
oo™ 3th May 1955, visit'to the Tura Kala-azar 1

(€)—A copy of the remarks made is placed on the table.

Copy of Inspection remarks made by Shri Omeo Kumar Das,

Minister of FEducation, ¢, ] . I
Hospital, Tura. s ¢le., on 13th May 1955 on Kala

I was glad to visit Kala-azar Hospital at Tura on the 13th

May 1955, Civil Surgeon showed re il
patients in all including two szeme;n.c rorteh: kA

The buildings are old and T understand Director of Health

Services is making enquiries about construction of new
buildings.

- s ca i
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Discussion on Governor’s address

Shri NILMANI PHOOEKAN : Mr. Speaker, : Sir, while
supporting the motion moved by my Friend, Shri Bimala Kanta
Bora on the address of the Governor and also opposing the
amendment moved by my Friend, Shri Gaurisankar Bhatta-
charyya, who only criticised without offering any constructive
criticism on the policy of the Government, I now want to
speak generally a few words on the address of the Governor.
Sir, herc T find the Governor has very emphatically echoed
the voice of not only of the public in general in the
State but also of the views of the Government as well and
also the Assam Provincial Congress Committe Resolutions recent-
ly passed in their meetings and also in the recent Rashtriya
Sanmilon regarding the formation of a consolidated Assam State.
Here Sir, in the Governor’s speech, page 1—it is said—
“TIt is my Government’s clear opinion in the interest of
National security and unity of India, that the entire region
of the north-east of East Pakistan needs an integrated
administration from various points of view and should ulti-
mately form one administratively homogeneous unit so that
it can bc developed as a self-sufficient economic zone under
a plan.”” Sir, the Governor has given emphasis on the point
of “ecomomic zone’” and he wants to form  a better econo-
mic zone under this plan. But on this point, Sir, I humbly
submit that it is not administrative efficiency from the eco-
nomic point of view that will make and bring about this
unity, the unity of the Hills people as people of the Indian
nation, and the unity of these people with the neighbour-
ing Assamese nation. Sir, to effect the unity, I believe there
are other things also which we should take note of In this
connection, Sir, I wrote a letter some 2 or § years back to
the Governor on this very point and the Governor has
been very kind enough to reply VEry sympathetically on my
suggestion. With your permission, Sir, T want to read...... ..
Mr. SPEAKER : Please don’t read.

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister) : Whatever
the Governor has stated in his letter the opinions given
thercin are his personal views, and cannot be discussed in
this House. The Governor being the Constitutional head has
stated the Government’s policies in  hig speech which only
can be discussed on the floor of the House,

Shri NILMANI PHOOKAN: Sir, I can offer some
suggestions regarding the policy itself, otherwise it will be of
no use discussing the matter that has been found in the
address of the Governor and we have also our right to offer
our suggestions............
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Myx. SPEAKER : Will you please take your scat ?
The Governor’s personal opinions are not to be brought and

discussed before the House. If it is a Government’s policy we
may discuss it.

Shri NILMIANI PHOOKAN: Sir, it is my considered
opinion that it is not only administrative efficiency that
will bring about this merger question of the hills regions.
North-East Frontier Agency is already within the boundary
of Assam as stated in the Constitution, but it is stated that
for the present that area will be administered by the Centre
so that gradually that area may be merged with Assam.
What is this merger ? Itis not only a geographical or politi-
cal merger question, it is a merger with so many other things.

Mr. SPEAKER : You will have a chance to discuss thié.

Shri NILMANI PHOOKAN : This merger question will
not be only a physical or geographical merger. Geographicaﬂy
North-East Frontier Agency is already within the boundary of
Assam. This is a question of merging this area economically
and culturally and all other things. In that way only W€
can bring better reapproachment between the Hills and the
Plains people. Sir, I take it in that line and if that be
the objective of the Constitution then nothing can be mort
dcsirable: than the reapproachment between the Hills and
the Plains people culturally, socially and economically
Tl}erefore, Sir, all along it ismy firm conviction that the
Hills people may know the culture of the plains people an
the ~ Plains people may know the culture of the
Hills people and in that way only better understanding
will prevail be_tween the Hills and the Plains people, and to
that end in view I suggest that Assamese language should
bf: introduced in the hills as an optional subject and the
hills language be introduced in the plains districts........-

_ Mr. SPEAKER : What do you mean ? Isit not impos-
ing the Assamese language on the Hills people ?

Shri NILMANI PHOOKAN: Sir,
I say that Assamese language should be
hills regions as an optional subject

it is not imposing.
introduced in the

............

Mr. SPEAKER : Don’t impése please.

Shri NILMANI PHOOKAN: I am not using the word

impqsing, I am qsing the word optional. If optional is
considered as 1mposing, I have nothing to say. 1 say optio-
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nal, so that the Hills people may learn Assamese language
with profit and we also learn the Hills language with profit.
In this way, Sir, there will be a gradual unity among the
Hills and the Plains people. This is the best step we are to take.
Sir, I believe more in cultural unity than in political unity.

Political unity is an insignificant part of the nation’s life,
all other things, Sir, we have unfortunately forgotten 10
remember. Thatis what T say. At the present moment when
the Hills people want to learn Assamese as an optional subject,
there should be no bar to that. What is our experience ? Even
the Congress High Command, Shri Dhebar, the other day at
Kohima when he wanted to speak in Hindi, was asked to
speak either in Assamese or in English. ‘This shows the Hills
people are not averse to learn Assamese and Assamese 1S
the lingua franca of our Hills people except in Khasi and
Lushai Hills. I can say without fear of contradiction and
if anybody challenges me I am ready to take it that all
the Hills people except the Khasis and Lushais take Assamese
as the lingua franca for the purpose of communicating their
ideas between different tribes and different villages. They
express their ideas only through Assamese and this language
has been in existence in the hills ever since the time Of
King Gadadhor Singha. Nobody can deny this history and
for that reason, with all humility and with a]] emphasis I
can command I say that sooner the North-Fast Frontier
is brought within the orbit of Assam Administration it will
be better not only for Assam and North-East Frontier Ageney,
but for the whole of India. Then and then only there will be
one united Hill and Plain State which will be 2 bulwark
against any outwayrd aggression.

Next, speaking of floods it is a fact tha
quake and flood }%ave done the greatest ha\trolc‘:ecfgl tIche
both economically and otherwise.
of the Governor has been drawn to that and we are thank-
ful to him for telling us what has been done on this very
Important question. The only point I should like to raise
i3 that for the last 7 or 8 years, I believe. 2 party ofthe
Government of India, Survey Department was possibly doing
all the hydrological survey and other things to ascertain how
far the tributaries of the Brahmaputra could be controlled and
I am informed that they have already  submitted their
report to the Government of India and it is possibly to the
knowledge of our Government of Assam also. Whatever

earth-
State
Therefore the attention
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it may be, I am informed that they find that it is quite possible
to control scientifically some of these rivers and if that 1s done,
the havoc done by the Brahmaputra might be less and less,

Mz, SPEAKER: What are the rivers ?

Shri NILMANI PHOOKAN: I met the party and tiey
mentioned Kopili, Na-Dehing and some other rivers. I think.if
these rivers can be controlled that will not only save Us
from these flood havoc but will also bless us withymany other
things. For example, clectricity might be gcncr;:tcd as well
as lands might be irrigated.

Mr. SPEAKER : What will be the cost?

Shri NILMANI PHOOKAN: I am not ccncerned with
the cost, I am concerned with the result. " As I stated above, for
the last 7 or 8 years all these havocs have been created by
the Brahmaputra but no such big project has been taken
even in the Five-Year Plan of the State of Assam. I should
say thatitis an unfortunate thing and we must with one voice
press the Government of India to take up some of the
schemes at any cost. That is what I feel and I feel it becausé
we are€ paying our quota more than what can be demanded by
the Ce{ltl"@- PraCtlcally, all the benefits from tea, oil, coal,
etc. which should have otherwise come to us are going to
the Centre before our eyes. This unjust and inequitable

practice should not continue any longer; there must be 2
principle of distribution of profits.

Mr. SPEAKER: You h

«atrd ave got the Finance Commission
to distribute profits. 8 nce G

Shri NILMANI PHOOKAN - g L t
we are not benefited. Nz They have discributed b

Mr. SP]:."JAKER: It is a Tribunal and it
anythlng unjust.

_Shri NILMANI PHOOKAN: But they are not doing us
justice in the distribution ; because the money which should
have come to usis going to the Centre.

cannot do

Therefore, we have every right to
_ utforward our
demand for more benefits. If any prescntp rules stand in

the way they might be changed but we cannot suffer for want

[P G VR

sl &
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of certain procedure or for the existence of certain rules
which stand in the way of our getting more, We only suggest
that these rules should be changed to our advantage because
we are going to build up not only a socialistic pattern of
society but, as the Congress has this time used the word,
also a socialist structure to that end. To that end, we must
put our heads together and think seriously and tell frankly
what we need to develop a Socialist State. By every reason
logic is on our side, sentiment is on our side and economy
i5s on our side . Therefore we must get some funds so that
these schemes could be put into execution in order to help
us to establish a Socialist State in Assam.

As regards food we have improved much,
a deficit State just now. It is to the credit of the Government
and the policy they have followed to save us from all these
troubles that we have been spared from a king of a famine
that stared at our face. But regarding th
Campaign, Irrigation projects and few other
lot of his money has been spent, I may
money should be spent in a rational way
At present 1 can say without fear
the money which has been spenton the Grow More Food
campaign and other campaigns have not been very carefully
and economically spent. T should like tq suggest to the
Government that a method should be foung out so that there
may not be waste of money in these campaigns,

We are not

€ grow-more-food
schemes for which
Y suggest that this
» 1l an economic way.
of contradiction that

Next, I like to say something about
Recently we have found that the highey authorities from the
Centre have been satisfied with what 1as been donerb e
Government. There is no complaint aboyt that, Th 3.;ther
extolled the Government by saying that the Assameyé; rn-
ment has been doing as much as they can. Byt Sir thvec 1S
another side of the picture. Off and O = o Ao

i in 1 ur
Governmf;ar_lt_ doing so much for these pCOPfe, thesrlzlt%agfbgen

the displaced persons.

cat these people

11 A en t}
I myself in this very Assembly Hall clearly sali?iy ﬁr 1StE t‘}fg”l‘?,a}}f,-f

tan - Government is not in a position ¢ ensure the safety
and security of the minority Community they e honld tshie
that burden to us but the Pakisian Governmer};t should cede
certain pOI‘tiOl’l of their 'Pakistani ]and on the border of west
Bengal where ~those minorities may be migrated and the
Muslim population may be shifteq to Daccal side bt it
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was my demand (Loud Laughter). That is not a question
of laughter, it 1s a vital thing to us. You are quite safe
in your own way but these evacuees must be placed some-

where so that they may not be always a burden to other
people.

Why Pakistan should not part with a piece of land? They
have not been able to protect our minorities, they have gone
back upon their word, they have established an Islamic
Republic and no other community can feel that it is their

home land. Therefore, when they have established an Islamic
Republic.... :

Mr. SPEAKER : Mr. Phookan, you should not go_ on
criticising another State. This is beyond our jurisdiction. You
cannot speak-above whether another State should cede a part
of their territory or not. Tkhis is transgressing beyond our

scope. You can only discuss whether the refugees have been
properly treated or not,

Shri NILMANI PHOOKAN: All right, Sir. At the
present moment there are displaced persons in this State- They
have been displaced by a political policy. But there are also
other persons here, who have been displaced by the mighty
Brahmaputra and other rivers and by the last great earthquake:
These people should also be treated on equal basis with the
other displaced persons so far as rehabilitation is concerned.

Mr. SPEA_I_KEI.‘i There is one difficulty, Mr. Phookan,
refugee rehabilitation is a Central responsibility and this
Government acts according to the direction of the Centre. But
the eroded people are the responsibility of the State Govern-

ment. S0, their case is different. With regard to refugees, W¢

carry out the directions given by the Centre. We should feel

sbyI:tPathY for the refugees from FEast Pakistan and should do our
est. :

Sh!;;l ?ILM{\NI PHOOKAN: In that case. I humbly
suggest that our displaced persons should receive the same COB-
sideration in the hands of our Government. Our Government

might say that the position of our pe -
o nd
therefore, we cannot accommodate people is not better and,

: any number of refugees,
who may come from East P
sympathy for them........... .. akistan. Of course, we have
Mr. SPEAKER: Will you ple
= . p ease tak g t ?
You are again straying away. This is also ;(f n'};g?ttar fq‘g? the
Centre. They have, through their experts, investigated what

o B T e R N R
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number we can absorb, They have accordingly fixed a quota
which we should fulfil. Of course, I do not know much about
it. The Chief Minister will reply to this,

Shri NILMANI PHOOKAN: But I have every right
to speak on behalf of my people. There is no land for
larger number of outsiders, This is my firm conviction. I
have a duty to those whom I represent here and on behalf of
them I have the right to say that unless the croded people are
rehabilitated no land should be given to outsiders,

Then, as regards industries, Sir, we have got no big
industry. We shall not also be able tq establish big industries
during the Second Five Year Plan period.  Therefore. we
should think about complete ruralisation of our village side.
Let the 20,000 villages of Assam be first organised to their fullest
extent and then we can think about industries, Some industry
here and some industry there will not benefit the people in the
villages. Therefore, Sir, since we have ot been able to
establish regular indusirial concerns in the First Plan period
I should suggest that during the Second Five Year Plan perioci
the wiser and more prudent policy would be {q concentrate on
village intensively. The Government should take every village
as a unit for rehabilitation and every village should be 5o bu?lt
up that the Ram Rajya, of which we talk off and on, may he
coming to our peeple sooner than we imagine, A patchwork
of industries will not solve the problem of thig State, which is
called by everybody as g problem State. We always ’deem this
as a problem State and we always plead oy helplessness to solve
our problems. At any rate, I have no capacity or suthonity Cie
solve these problems, but I have got every right to S that} the
People will suffer if the power that be does not take precaution
from now to build up the country from the bottom }{/Vhen we
have got no big industries, let us undertake rypatie

. anae ralisati
the villages. I myself feel that it is high time foxfs?}tlliiiir?f‘ gﬂ
those lines. >y

Then, as regards the land policy, the less
I know how the Adhiars Protection Act
Working for the beneﬁt of those for WhOI'I’I it was enacted I can
cite hundreds of instances to illustrate my point, At aI; rate
I do not believe in intermediaries between the GOVsznmen::
and the actual tiller of the soil. I ave always maintained
that the intermediaries should be Wipeds out L ere e el
not be any patch-work in this matter. When we are abolishing

the Zemindaries, when we are abolishing the big Rajas and

> said the better.
18 working. 1t is not
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Maharajas, we must not allow any intermediary belween the
tiller of the soil and the Government. ( (/e bell rang). Every
village should be taken as unit for the purpose of land distribu-
tion and the Government should find out how much land the
village has and how many families have to be supported. After
utilising the land available, the surplus man-power should
be diverted to small cottage industries and things of this kind,
That will solve this problems. Otherwise, u’i\—\"ing' some land
here and some land there will not do. That “will only be

throwing dust in the eyes of the people and will not solve the
problem.

3 Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: Mr. Speaker Sir, I
rise to support the amendment moved by my Friend, Mr.
Bhattacharyya. Sir, it is a very important time. We arein @
transition period, we have completed our First Five Year Plan
and entering into the Second Plan. I would therefore first
speak about the Government policies enunciated bY the
Governor in his Address regarding the Second Five-Year Plan.
I say this 1s Important because we have gathered much €X=
perience during the First Five-Year Plan pet;‘iocl and our future
plan should be chalked out in such a way that all the failures
and shortfalls of the First Plan period should be checked. 1D
the last part of his Address, the Governor said ‘Suflice 1t
to. say that significant advances have been made 11 a}
directions and all efforts have been steadfastly directed toxs'gl‘db
the stupendous task of creating a Welfare' State [rec from
disease, poverty, want and ignorance.”

_Now, I ask the Members of this House to pause fOF 2
while and to say what is the real state of affairs. HPW
many rural dl%pensaries we have opened during the First F1ve
Year Plan period and how many crores and lakhs of rupes
have been spent for the amelioration of the suflerings ¥
way of medical treatment of the rural areas ?

Mr. SPEAKER: What is the number of our dispeh
saries

- Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: T have not the figure
with me now. We know that we have incurred huge €Xpen-
diture for the Assam Medical College. Thijs js an investment
for our future generation.

Shri RAMNATH DAS (Minister): Are you not getting
doctors ?

. i

S .« 4
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Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: Yes, we may get in
the future but for the present, what have you done for the
medical treatment in our rural arcas ? Poverty is still rampant
there. Price of commodities is almost the same, if not higher,
while cost of living increased manifold. The mass people of
the country are still in rags. Then, how can you say that
there is remarkable improvement in the economic condi-
tion of our mass people ? If you look round Assam, can you
say that we are progressing towards socialistic pattern of
society, which 1is the aim of our Government? The gulf of
disparity of wealth is increasing between one section of the
people and the other and this is more evident in the first
Five Year Plan period. Glaring mequalities of wealth and of
opportunity can never be reconciled with any ideas of
Socialism. Luxury in one part is anti-social and dangerous
by the side ol the national poverty in another part. In ts’a.yim?;
so the Prime Minister made a frank admission that thijs gulf
of economic development is being widened between prosperous
and less prosperous States inside the country. There are pros-
perous States and less prosperous States, namely, States like
West Bengal, Bihar, U. P., Madras and Bomi)ay are quité
prosperous, and States like, Orissa and Assam are lagging
behind—this the dlspanty_\\-'hlch was in existence in 1930-51
has been aggravated during the fist Five Year Plan period.
This is the first point of disparity.

Secondly, Sir, let us come to individuals. Disparity in
this sphere is also increasing. We have seen the g capita income
of the country as a whole which has sone to 18 per cent
whereas the target was 11 per cent. Our Assam’s per capitr;
income has increased only by 5.5 per cent during the first plan
period. Is it not a clear proof of big disparity Lcompared aith

other regions of the country ?  Let us consider the disparity
in and individval cases.” There is little doubt thl'ws.tI:) thi}"s»
disparity of wealth between one individua] and ano(ther is
increasing to a great extent, e. g.. redistribution of land is

not working satisfactorily, it has taken a he]

Ratio between minimum and maximum salariesd creh
Govqn}mel}t seIvices presents a glarlng ‘contrast to that
Obtalmng in the countries of the west. Is it not intercsting
to note that huge disparity exists even in Government services
under a Government run by Congress who professed Rs. 500
as maximum pay ?

Sir, the other day, Shri B. R. Bh
Minister of the Government of Indja
meeting organised by the backward

ated start.

agat, Deputy Finance
> while addressing 2
asses’ Union of Delhi,
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expressed the view that the development undertaken in the
first Five-Year Plan had accentuated the social and economic
inequalities. Many Central Ministers who were present in
that meeting could not refute the view.

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister): Where from the
hon. Member has got that ?

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: This is from the
proceedings of a mecting.

_ Shri Chintaman Deshmukh, Finance Miuister wanted to
side track the issue by saying that the provision made for the
Backward Classes Community is not bad.

. Thus we see that wealth during this plan period IS
being accumulated in the hands of a fortunate few, whereas,
the poor section of the people are daily growing poorer:

: EVII‘- SPEAKER: M. Das, does this apply to this State
also

Skri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: Certainly, our pla

is based upon the Central Plan. It is the general disparity
of individuals, in every State.

Mr. SPEAKER : What about this State ?

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: Naturally, here the

disparity will be bigger ; this is the case with our State al0:
I will be coming to that also.

It has been stated at page 21 of the Governor’s Address
that this Government envisaged an expenditure of Rs. 2907
crores 1n preparation of the Second Five Year Plan, but the
Government of India ultimately fived it at Rs, 59.39 crores
say Rs. 60 crores. This is a sad commentary. The estimate
expenditure of Rs, 290.7 crores say, Rs. 300 crores, envisage
by our Government in order to achieve the barest minimum
of our ceonomlicERlarge= Please  mote- the words. ‘“‘barest
minimum’. It was meant to raise the ber capita income
and employment in the State to the necessary minimum by
expecting to spend Rs. 290.7 crores, The result whizh would
have been ach!cyec.l by spending 300 crores would mean to
meet the bare minimum, to improve the economic condition
of our poorer section to some extent, but whereas, we have

P ———



1956] DISCUSSION ON THE GOVERNOR'’S ADDRESS 103

been given only about 60 crores. Now, the question is if we
get a bare minimum result by spending 300 crores we would
be getting one-fifth of that bare minimum by spending 60 crores
in the Second Plan. To fulfil the bare minimum as
stated above we shall requirc 5 more plans, in other words,
25 years more to give our people a bare minimum economic
holding. 1t i1s a purely niathematical calculation and in it
there can not be any question f{rom the other side of the
House. What have we achieved in the first Five Year Plan,
we will discuss later.,

So it is fully clear that another Five Year Plan, i. €ey 25
years will be_ necessary to-givc the people of Assam the
minimum reéquirement according to the figures supplied by the
Government. Now, Sir, let us see. In the first Five Year
Plan we have scen that the target has not been achieved.
We have spent near about 23 crores of rupees with what
result ? Let it be judged by all the Members who are
present herc. I do not deny that Government have done
some good works. Government has also spent
amount In some good works and also
investment for future development of the country. But for
the present nothing substantial has been done. We can onl
appreciate the work of Government so fay a5 flgoqd contro);
measures are concerned. Of course there are no m.a'or hemes
or River Valley schemes. I would now refer t()‘] ri\srz‘clglent
work which has been done in Dibrugarh, hag become success-
ful. I must thank the Government for doing success lbll!c' d
work in Dibrugarh and thereby saved g lot of trb5 El Gt g
there. And also, Sir, I have seen from Personfllm-l' Tar
that in major irrigation and some minor il‘riO‘atiocn C?pirlel}gf :
example putting of bunds, etc., to check zros'o “101 : nd
there, some substantial works have been done b1 ﬁ rlgc ?‘ 5
ment. But the trouble is with regard to miy ‘10_‘ 'Ov‘t:'m
works which come under the Agriculture De anto ; 11r1g211 l?n
not mean that the Public Works Departmen}g 3 ?cnﬁ & (15)
Department have not done good work in thiih.' d But'
what I mean is with regard to sma]] irrigati 1egark. that
comes withm-the Agriculture Department g'iqlontrw?grle here
is that there is no supervision and no Cori'ect éZtaouIn some
cases 6\6611 false certiﬁcflifes are given—where the work actually
cost 500 rupees, a certificate was of ; . ;
other such 1zhings. So Governmengt.\f?r.l..f‘m g i e

Mr. SPEAKER: Where do you find it 2

a considerable
they have made
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Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister): Can you cite b
specific instances ? '

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: 1 can give the m-
stances, if required. What I want to suggest to Government
is that they should tighten up the machinery so far as minor
irrigation works arc concerned. )

Mr. SPEAKER: No, can vou give specific 1nstances of
your charge ? ‘ :

. Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: Lack of supervision, :
trained personnel like overseers and such like things, 18 the K
trouble in this Department.

Now, Sir, let me come to food. It has been stated by }
the Governor in his Address that the food position 1s Very |
good so far asour State is concerned. Sir, I cannot accept ~
this statement as wholly correct that the ]jl'iccs of importe ¥
fOOd%tuﬁ‘S remain fail‘lY stable. Sir, the 1)(_)5i1i011 of Cachar
district, the Lushai Hills and North Cachar and also part of
Trlplllja—WhICh does not come within our Province, 18 5“,]1
very difficult. These places are entirely dependant for theil
supply of essential commodities in the market of Karimganj:
But during the dry season the position of Karimganj market
bccomcs Vcry ba(l becauSC woe gct our 9;00(15' [‘1‘0;?1’1 Calcuttﬂ-
al’ld_SO per cent of thCSC gOO(]S; gcncralfv come by gtcamer.
During the dry season big steamers cannot ply on _the Tivess
because they are dried up and only- small barges could Pply:
So you can easily Imagine, Sir, what quantity of food can be
brought by thesc small barges.” On the other hand only about
20 per, cent of our goods can come vig the Link Linc,

Sir, I shall explain by facts and figures which T have taken
from the Merchants Association of Karimganj how the prices © ,
essential commodities are going up. This position has become 2 B
permanent feature for five to six months every year during winter
gravity since last four or five years. Sir, you will realisc the
of the situation if we take the population, into consideration.
About 15 lakhs of population of the e >

Mr. SPEAKER: What arcg ?

P v —

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS : Cachar. Lushai Hills
and North Cachar. ;

Mr. SPEAKER: Whatis the population of Cachar ?
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Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: About 11 lakhs. So,
Sir, about 15 lakhs of these population in that area were
taxed heavily during these three or four years.

Mr. SPEAKXKER: Tax in freight you mean ?

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS : Yes, in everything, Sir,
because when we have to pay heavily in prices for these
essential commodities, it means indirect taxation and this
position, as I have said, prevails for the most part of the
year. I want to explain the position in detail so that Govern-
ment will taken up the matter and help to ease the situation.

Now Sir, sugar—the usual price is from Rs. 30 toRs. 31
per maund, it has gone up to Rs. 40. Salt from Rs. 8/4/-
per bag it has gone up to Rs. 11 and it is still going up.
As you know Sir, our merchants used to purchase salt from
Calcutta in huge quantity, but they are not getting wagons
to transport it which helps to the rise in price. “Mustard
oil—the usual price in the whole State is between 45 to 50
rupees per maund and now it has gone up to Rs.60. I am afraid
it will still be going up. Regarding Atta, there is abosolutely
no stock, and flour the price is Rs. 24, but. , A Tt 3

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister) : Is this in your area ?

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: In the whole area
which is dependent on Karimganj market
have said, during the dry season goods are being carried
by trucks from Karimganj. So,Sir,” this abnormal rise in
prices of essential commodities in this area is not an accident
it has become a permanent feature of gyp Stc-ue When
some unforescen calamity happens in  the Sigte Icike- flood or
of other natural calamities and thereby there S e
in prices of foodstuffs ; we would not consider it as
serious ]?u_t if in the absence of these causes, the same thing
is prevall}ng every year since the last five orasi\; ears, 1t 1s
a matter lor serious thought. The Steamer Com gn is reluc-
tant to do any improvement because it ispa 3r[nonopoly
Company Wwhich is doing service on that lipe The position
of Steamer service in the Brahmaputra is d.iﬁ“

d erent. It is
not under a monopoly Company and river is navigable
throughout the vyear.

because, as I

Further it has been stated by the Governor im his
Address  that we are getting our goods through Pakistan by
rail, Sir, you will be surprised to hear that the Governer
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does not keep correct infomation about his State. With
effect from 23rd January the booking of goods via Pakistan
had been suddenly stopped by Pakistan Government and
the position has again been reverted. The Steamer Company
in dry season only carries 4 to 5 hundred maunds of goods
in comparison 6 to 8 thousand maunds of goods everyday
during the rainy season. Sir, you can well understand by
this about the plight of our people and how can Wwe
satisfy ourselves with 4 to 5 hundred maunds in place of 6
to 8 thousand maunds everyday. I would, Sir, request the
Government to take up this matter with the Pakistan authorities
because it has become permanent feature in that area where
15 lakhs of our population are affected.

So far as sugar and salt are concerned, I am told by
the Supply Minister that there is an adhoc quota from the
Central Pool Reserve at Gayhati and some supply will be
made" to- Karimganj from Gauhati and some extra wagons
for the merchants of that area will be placed so that they
could bring particularly sugar, salt and oil, from Calcutta
ste- Link  which“are’ the essential commodities for our people.

Sir, next I come to the Naca problem, It has been
stated by the Governor in his Address that all peaceful
means to solve the Naga problem had failed and Govern-
ment has taken stern mmeasures towards the Naga PCOPIC‘
If we carefully look into the State of affairs in the Naga
Hills, we will find that a reign of terror is going on in
the Naga H_IHS DlSt;rlct; in other words, miniature form
of war 1S gOImMg on in the Naga Hills where the the Nagas
are said to have been using deadly weapons and ouf
Government also have heep requisitioning Army for this
purpose-. I do not know what would be the ultimate resuit,
put I would only like tq quote few words as stated by the
repres_entathC of the “Statesman?”’ who visited the areas,
sometime back probably within two or three months. He
has visited North-East Frontier Ageucy, the Naga Hills District
under the administration of the Assam Government. He is not
an ordinary type of representative. He jq the person who accom-
anied the Prime Minister of India in his Russian tour. He said
that the administration of the Naga Hills District under the
Assam Government is much inferior than in North-East Frontier
Agency. How far it is true I do not know. But it is a report
from a Very responsible journalist not yet contradicted by our
Government, as such I may take that as  correct

P
S FEP P St e £ 1
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Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): Sir, what
happened in Parliament is not our look out. The report
1Is an unauthorised one.

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: But the fact remains
the same that things are not going on well. Sir, what I
would like to place before the Chief Minister is . that he
should not entircly depend on these third rate officers, but
he should see things by himself,

Mr, SPEAKER: Mr. Das, you please send that report
to the Chief Minister if you get the report. You may
place a copy of the report in the Library also.

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS : Why, Sir ? Does he
not read Statesman ? It is really a shdme on our part
that our Chief does not keep correct information. Regard-
ing border problem, I want to speak a few words because

come from the border arcas. Fortunately or unfortunately,
Mr. Mookerjee was also there at the time of firing incident
by Pakistanis in Bhangabazar area on the border. The
fact is that there was incessant firing continued for two
or threec days.

Myr. SPEAKER: Is it blank fire ?

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: 7T do not know
whether it is blank fire. But so far I know a blank fire
does not. kill a man. There had been two deaths,

The firing was continued fqr two or three days when
fLvey. was _going on ‘In theé -disputed areas. The ' pame
situated on the border. The Pakistanis fired at the time

Wihen 21t - was about 5 to-=5-30" 55 %t 35 the: ‘eveni
They killed some of our men. Somebody says  they Iilllzl;lgc
killed two and others say they have killed

three including
of our Govern-

one armed guard. I ynderstand the difficulty
Government which is

ment in dealing with the Pakistan

a foreign State. But still I hope that the Government
will take special care as a panicky situation had already
been created by this incident throughout the Karimganj
border. The two Deputy Commissioners fr

1 om Sylhet and
Cachar respectively met together and discussed the matter

and a declaration on cease fire was made. But I do not
know how far this cease fire will be maintained. So we
should be very careful if we want to save the people and
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also to protect them from the border troubles, Sir, I do
not like to say anything about merger of other areas with
Assam at the present moment. We shall deal with it fully
while we shall consider the Report of Government of India.

With these few words, Sir, I support the Motion moved
by my friend, Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya.

Shri DHARANIDHAR BASUMATARI : =i«id 997
Trzivd, AR 2 WMae A atedlE aceivcn, e faosted WA OF
32 A AT FROG AF A AT (SASF AR Fape | FAA A9009 92
2[HS 1S T TIeIANZT Fh «=talfel, 2[zia  wife afaes  crzepa gfs 9@
wielw =4 wivzics [{tdt 757 s Sata edas (ot s T 9@ 6
o[featn fimlea i oifeam wca1 | At ortalads wrm wie TRiTged
s fofe =fi cotfmizs yfeffin sfata wify «z swaa foots &
el AT Realdiveg sioe  cifedE zeae gmrtaEds Facd Resd B
=W, TR IZS WA Tmla Ade TwE Guw zach Azm s IR A%
@4a, Reaes s Shiphy  ofedimlz  fach sl geta 130 W
sledla’® M o 2[WasE etqs wificg @12kl erdas fefe 3 1

TS SBIGHT Sledmy cota medtT ul ife 4fF sere T

Fala WAl FfNg ww eEfE aft gqfeam wa Az corazid T
3 291

AMS (AT, ot Azalfasdy ARFaais Axa-nm peia AR T
i@ A1 AR Al @iy aig et 3@ 9 2rwics st st 2R bkl
W 5AFEF CI7H Gl (Fhithia e AT FECE | cordce @2 T4 I
Tf6S (1, SO GIRRI -AfRmgm  wicalced @b T4 Mifer edze e F
Siaed ATCA AGITCF 9949 @ity e | 12 JAN o7 e fofe ®1E TR
A WINT G Shie fach wd “ifcg cTEcE @ity Aige 3 90U ]
wife TS [EiA ag @iy doeEm s oo aiw fagiz
(oCIRTE  GEE ElF st wepeiies. @ify @fs g AE@ |
A BT A FfHq o g 3 cordes A pasias @] faze |

s s St S Gerars fer e A Tt s A
ACF -

Sq oS | cvace sawics Wt = w@is crftcald
1 % ¥
off P T e afi | iz gf pas

%3 cotdces ST sigte gfped fr1®
2 ~ = 8 ST S A B L
atats we = Fla <ifes, o afem g oF e @EE, 99,

Ffaeel, TRCWRN =frs fg2 @i gt iy wife | sAfeeT el
=t A AW Cled wlea T wiztw, @aEa 2fgm wifn wedaia F9 S
cofem =i SIf @i tzesl oofiq =21, wioioa ey e 996 A
Figdtad a9 F0 AT otewE aift sfmea tac), ofem  Afere 9
et afr Bffr FEAAAET w0 oftr  cofom Wi wifg afm 23 3
Tmid F4 | ENF TleT Sler fga TN Steatts wify sifgg =t IHAE
raed w1 | AR 7Y, T 9we 9o st wifem @ P W.Da
TAld R A difEEE A9 Az @ifim wd cefes (@t @t i

LSy L R v
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CIT 2[ta7 (el Sftel wia feivs Tga AfFmd fmodm w3 3@
GElfe f[Geive wif|m afm g | oo SRists siefair fifom wimez
arF) FECAe i 4w Freitie @iw @3 | 3% el 2@ @ aEite
femes welvs F19 w3 dm WR, cofem W A s AT
gaiz W et 3w Qi odm  wiafie wiEie | sifee
d1 wWEHE  wqE e aB wfiw 4w o o@ odm Roeds
fft <aE @A | AifStE 9 wefRd Jeres Wity | B Af
TARCF Al FUeT cofem @1 fF 29 27 B R e 45k @RifEaEr
(20T FIAS BF1 ATIOrE AT ZA0T0ET | M7 TSlS Ul oEAlIR

inflation czt@ 3 FraTETeT Afete Rzee Swmi ote coleld @eice =4
@R stfa st Bfes |

ST4TS CFTCE a3 THpEH Tz At 73 afest, s sewdie fig aiteat |
5l SORM =W @ Al teats F79 1 Aem @B limit wies | i
FICE IS WFT 071, @% A TS J=ve! [Regsat sRw A5 s |
gz =t eles sig wfzg aifte | SUPe sasica TSy Tz i
fafmitsre 4t A12 | ooa I FEEI ANE > G Rwien @fs T
fim czeg | o1RWe3 Vaste Land 7 91 @F =4 @5 =zl &u firmn ozes |
g A [EST o 5 ziely T A T tem 1 9's ©s s
b Aqle Ata o8 a4 f[EiNf ot F9 2B 1 (T WI G5ArS AT
TaAth RS, awtTege Geatdr sificel 98 W fRead sf3cs | i
edqw 0T AF4 =3ty wre A IR Atg | @12 Stagd SifF bR =ik o
(799 BIFIAT CTINCRA FREAZ 748 F1T F01 727 | (Voice w7e SIS wais)
O a1 ARG AR Fafrz 79 | TN S0AS  @fem w3 watzitg
gAfiatsas WAl do wtgla ©fF @ A, o cordes Tt w4
FtetfEe T4 Yo W17 (3IBT 291 9Bl BIeT TN | 72 Figrd fqers Az
4ty sits FefR | 1% srard 98w S i

Tl @Bl T corACS FCR A ART MG M7 tarn | e (oS
i oica ohea A prearczeeT oS0 IGT eifRcematen wpmm e
Afprers FAE | @il AR MR @A B e w1p
sifvewices Tg 5ifSa ity OS2 I WMtsitacel @ars aitacs 291 ifa
AT | O T gem Ay AMRT VO NG Afpig——m am | T
W pe AW T owT s IWHEE L Per capita xew B @ cetm
@Bl @4 I cerdres o |

(ETACS T 9By F1 CFCR (T IV S 41 biy ifeimiRess @B
Discriminatory Tax I=ai3 @it | % csrars iTie (7 IS F0YD
59Fiaa AT I (Fieal SR T N1 Setawiig 7[fs Discrimination
W g | a@R Suyy 5IFRI w&PIR | Sale Sao ol B |
cErdeT AR IR fire @ 9 AAfaice) @z wwaia gfm S 60T
+figfea A2 | Wife fz gaTslieTe sis, I8, TG Wiy Fsie 59 HAfeacE
Ti9f ez 70z | AifEaig (e weo wifre Safs Ts - | FfEty @ slAre wifE
1 979 o919 A BefS Ffte 1 2foehme catczt =011 <hisiE; oleTH)
18 Fif4Flta 6= ¢z 18 Tl [opst FReg—a% 33 wisfae ozem |
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Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: Mrn
Speaker, Sir, I take strong obje:tion to the use of words like
‘Chela’ and other things. I am here to represent the
Gauhati Constituency and not as anybody’s ‘Chela’.

Mr. SPEAKER : Mr. Basumatari, pleasc do not use the
word ‘Chela’ because it is improper.

Shri DHARANIDHAR BASUMATARI: But Sir, he
himself announced that he was a member of the Communist

Party. If, however, he now denounces his profession, 1 shall no
longer use that word.

ST 155 Srdte s o , 91857 Economic condition F8¢@l (Fd9
LA T | TR Awer aB) AT e wq 9#5@ | (98
SIF FRAE FA AW (Srdrs Aismpi A |

cotdts 9GitET 9 @ Displaced erson 9 Ffare pawicd 9wl T
T8 (OrdTe AMHr @ @% ﬁiﬁ“?@@p sita \,11‘31?: at s g e e
7Fea BT fbefa & afts @ “Displaced person” ez A
I ai??“ | costiT=r bifrewea s frew | =it fofgay qgest 1% | AEN
T 231 wife Bdaf =oq o i ST Aeaw @ifiy grw w4
AT 94 IANSF WFoAG Fraicer @t ME ASFm zm | GCATI9
CSCATS A2 2T TFAT fomrm  cwranT oAt Ffig 7z wisfe G|
AT G A ML 7 coretrs @1 afis AFAT Tow ot AT (A
foera 2 T AT oty Tig ToBIRTT |

(STAST 712 oile @ s Displaced person f=fts? TR

TFCANCT S ) wtym qmdw o otenan gqoere Al
warwit@‘i‘ SlEEF =R wfy @mqatsts @ @ify r.?WFI{‘f.‘EF _-Efrafr.aitﬁ 9
fateifs, esta a4 7y FEeE | iy aféa, e wifacs ASSIEE
NG R AIS HFIN e Ruffrm | acy g 9 R
Mo | S ST aa wfigim s sivey i toammics a0
SRICIRRER 1] TR AN | coemes Swaa afees @i it @iz 3E91 09
fr1 7941 T AR divide and rule D5 to) fau  oprTEl AHE
e @ 4T ANy =i CSATS  3fGcm  cordre @2 FAd T
TN W R iy vy o aive st w1ag | 2AR S
QT I S Shadtn oz oiy i s eprfiatd gfe =il
TIE TS (TSI iRt wnRiEscati TF i | |

qey ATY @Attt fme aeg s e
T i S Ne My iz 2o fAEEd
SN fam | RS CodST R Fwmltn wing Wi gy e | GO
et Wiy (T o, fzt1 wiw Sfm FY 2T wmzem | (T2 F
wod | 9% TR A A covdte @tui MiETAR opfer ot THE

FIHA ME | FRE o ol @i Pigs
. S %, G 5 I?F-Ef?f $m
=Y 3% @IEtalE wa) ATl

o wnw s AT . APBEES ES L TR I I Bt 4 4t e s

i Fry
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(srdrs 215G o'z A9a9 FU FE 1 (SStAT WE fF AM¥w ?
fu 5180 warzigen fyoa siffwwits e e oeEis e Wb,
IRGMLT BTz | 51T Atz 9o, BECT ANifgm we wife yoo, BRIta
A | GAEFAS (TS Fite oA w3ied s sfne Ten oR
FATd (ordeF TE YRy TG |

B (F A% WIMT T4 GledTata o[wiacsl T=aieisacd aman FRm 9
SBIBITT hedata sgeiaal 7[miathls @ Faifas s |

Shri DALBIR SINGH LOHAR: sizaqm 7w @S in
@fs ?

Shri DHARANIDHAR BASUMATARI: «f o 2
e B @ dim miest qffE tFm 1 PG 9 bRt mm SR
At | e Atz Atz @age F@ (IR A TA L9y coScalew firwa
37 F4l |

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: sbiw «4g
Apa ==t |

Shri DIHARANIDHAR RASUMA;I‘ARI: Fhle AT ety
T cgdeew @f5 sgp Sir, StdSd T @B A Wi h & own
728 |

Shri PRABHAT CHANDRA GOSW{&MI: Mr. Speaker
Sir, I take my stand to support the Motion moved by Shri
Bimala Kanta Bara and to oppose the amendment that was
moved by Shri Gaurisankar BhattaChaI‘YYa- Because I feel
that the allegations that were brought by Shri Bhattacharyya
while moving his amendment were all vague and almost all
of them were baseless. If wesurvey the various developmental
works that have already been done and those that are bein
taken up in hand, we cannot but admit that at no other perjog
of the long and chequered history of this country such concerted
and all round eflorts were made, both by the Government a.n'd
the people, to make the State happy and prosperous. We
know, Sir, in the face of the gravest natural calamities such as
the earthquake and repeated floods, this Government was able
to move forward witha bold programme of economic recons-
truction of the country. I feel sure, Sir. this period of deve-
lopment of our country will go down in the history of India as
well as that of Assam as the golden age. It is. indeed
gratifying to find that even in spite of the éreat earthq,uake and
recurrence of floods, every year, our Government was able to
" execute the schemes under the Five-Year Plan with commendable
success, and most of the schemes were executed with unusual



112 DISCUSSION ON THE GOVERNOR’S ADDRESS [91ta Marcy,

skill and efficiency. We are definitely of the opinion that if our
Government can execute the schemes under the Second Five-
Year Plan, there will beno cause for anxiety for our people.
The roads, the embankments, irrigation channels, the incentive
given to our village people to take to and develop our various
cottage industries and all round efforts to set up certain big
industries including the Co-operative Sugar Mill at Dergaon—
these things, to name only a few, bear ample testimony to the
earnestness and sincerity of efforts put in by the Government
to do good' to our people against tremendous odds both in men
and material as well as financial. The problem of unemploy-
ment, specially of the under matriculates have already drawn
the pointed attention of our Government, and I hope this
burning problem of the country that has been facing us to-day
will be waning in its intensity if the Second Five-Ycar Plan
can be properly executed. Efficiency of the officers for this
purpose, at any rate will have to be improved and the
charges of corruption that were brought forward by Shri
Bhattacharyya would be a thing of the past if our officers
and the public try their utmost to check corruption. Unless
there is an improvement of our national character, we ca‘rll’lot
expect — to prosper and meet the demand of the time
which is no doubt the all round development of our country-
Therefore, there should be concerted efforts both from the
Goxfernmqnt as well as from the people themselves to fight
against this corruption. Only Government machinery cannot
stop this corruption unless there is a move from the peoplc
themselves to stop this corrupt practice. Regarding the allotment
under the Second Five-Year Plan, Sir, there will be no cause
for despair under the dynamic Plan there can be no limit
to the finalisation of funds. Let us show our works by propet
execution of the schemes which are in our hands, and _then
proceed to get more and more funds. Sir, we are sure, if We
can ris¢ 1o the occasion, the Central Government will always
be with us in our efforts to make Assam happy and pros
perous. Lastly, Sir, we must express our gratefulness to the
Governor 1n informing this august House, the people of Assam,
his and his Government policy in bringi,ng the whole region
to the north east of East Pakistan and also the Government
policy towards the Naga Hills.
Mr. SPEAKER : What do
cast of East Pakistan’® ?
3 S_hr: PRABI_{AT CHANDR A GOSWAMI : T mean merging
of Tripura, Manipur and North East Frontier Agency with the
rest of Assam, Sir, we are happy with the s

: olicy followed by the
Assam Government with regard to the ﬁagay tgrr(;rists. YThe

you mean by ¢“to the north

e

i B
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Naga National Council should prove by their action that
they are not with the terrorist activities. In that case our
Government will see their way to put an end to the co-ersive
measures, so far adopted.

With these few words, Sir, I support the Motion moved by
my Friend, Shri Bimla Kanta Borah, and oppose the amendment
moved by my Friend, Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya, because I
find no sufficient reason for him to request the House to accept
his amendment.

Maulavi TAJUDDIN AHMED : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I take
my stand to support the amendment moved by my Friend, Shri
Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya. In the amendment of Shri Bhatta-
charyya there are 11 items. 1 shall discuss only a few of them.
I am taking the first item. It is true that in the Governor’s
address there is no mention of any eflective measure to be
taken by the Government in order to secure the legitimate
share in the Second Five-Year Plan. Opposing this item my
Friend, Shri Radhika Ram Das, said yesterday on the floor of
the House that Assam’s legitimate share on the Second
Five-Year Plan is Rs. 46 crores on population basis and that
we have been given more than our dues, that is, Rs.59.39 crores.
But his Government says otherwise. At page 2 of the
Revised Draft Second Five-Year Plan of Assam Part III,
Supplementary Plan published by the Government of Assam,
we are on an area basis. Assam’s Plan should be 189 crores
against the total outlay of Rs. 4,300 crores, On a population
cum area basis, the State’s share comes to Rs, 148 crores.
Against these figures the ceiling of Rs. 59.39 crores fixed for
the Assam Plan by the Planning Commission appears wholly
inadequate. So, it is clear_that Assam has not received the
legitimate share of Second Five-Year Plan and in the Governor’s
Address there is no mention of any effective measure to be taken
by the Government for its realisation. Also my Friend, Mr.

. Das, is trying to multiply the stand on his Govern;ncnt
and the party.

Second item of the amendment of my Friend, Shri
Bhattacharyya, is about the immediate distribution of land to
landless pcople. This is a vital problem of our State. Lakhs
of our landless cultivators are passing their lives without
land when there are lands for distribution. But Government
is not taking any definite plan regarding the immediate
distribution of land to them also there is no mention in the
Governor’s Address. My hon. Friend, Shri Pratap Chandra
Sarma, purpqrting to oppose the assertion of Mr, Bhattacharyya,
supported his thesis; because, he admitted that not only
in Kamrup, but in Nowgong also thousands of landless
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peasants were evicted, their houses burnt or destroyed and

their crops confiscated and sold on the plea that they encroached

upon the Government land. In my own constituency this type

of eviction has taken place on a large and ruthless scale.

What does it indicate? It indicates that lakhs of our peasants

are without land. There are lands in the so-called reserves

where they can be settled. As Government did not settle them

there, they had for their ver; existence to cnter into them.

From technical legal point of view they may be encroachers.

But does that mean that they are not citizens of this State or

that they should not be given an opportunity to live and

cultivate for the prodiiction of national wealth. ? :
Now, I come to the fifth item of the amendment of i]

Mr. Bhattacharyya. Yes, Government have not taken any i

immediate step to check the deteriorating economic condition

of the masses. In our State only few pcople have become

richer and rich_"-‘r and the masses have become poorer and

pOOTEL. _'I:he miserable condition of the Scheduled Caste

people living even in town like Barpeta cannot be expressed.

Also the cultivators of our State have become poorer an

poorer day by day and Government should take some

definite cflective  measures for stopping this cconomic

deterioration.

v b PBEN. . 2EPLEL 1, ]

Now, I come to the seventh item of the amendment of |
Mr. Bhattacharyya., 1t is true that Government have not |
mentioned any effective measure to lighten the burden |
taxation of the common man. Rather Government is imposing [
more and more direct and indirect taxes upon the masses. AlS0 5
now they are to pay more and more land revenue. In Barpeta |
Subdivision there was the resettlement operation for the last

8 years. People hoped many things out of it, But instead of
cverything, only the land revenue is increased and no mOr€:

So, we have seen that people are taxed from all directions an 1
in the Governor’s Address there is no hint to lighten the A
burden of taxation over the masses.

In the 8th item Mr. Bhattacharyya has mentioned about
the nepotism, corruption and favouritism in the administration.
This is not a new thing in the present administration.
Mr. Khakhlari of the Treasury Bench has rightly mentioned
in his speech yesterday. I nced not speak more on his point
pbut I must thank him for his free and frank speech.

Government should take effective measures to stop this
nepotism, corruption and favouritism in the administration.
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Now, I come to the 9th item, that ‘is about the
problem of the displaced persons. The LEast Bengal refugees
as well as the river-eroded people are the displaced persons
in Assam and for their rchabilitation, immediate effective
measure should be taken by the Government. But our
Government is doing otherwise. In this connection I like
to mention that due to the construction of Adabari-Bahari-
Naghbor flood embankment, the current of the river Brahma-
putra has become stronger and some villages in Mauza
~Barkhetri in Gauhati Subdivision and also many villages in
Barpeta Subdivision were eroded and people becorne helpless
and homeless. The people of the villages Khagrakati, Bagna-
pute, Rangchar, Puranchaprapare, Godhonichar helplessly
took their shelter temporarily in the Bhagnari Professional Grazing
Reseryve which is just on the opposite side of these villages.
The actual area of this Professional Grazing Reserve was 28 ,000
bighas. Now these villages are eroded and the lands being
added to the area of the Professional Grazing Reserve together
with the Khas land, the total area has become more than
48,000 bighas of land. So, some portions of the land of
this Professional Grazing Reserve can l_ae given to the eroded
people of the nearby willages or at least the river eroded
people may be allowed to live there temporarily. But instead
of rehabilitating them . they are evicted and the houses are
destroyed and burnt down to ashes. In Barpeta subdivision also,
specially in Mauza Bagribari and Baghbor, thousands of families
have become homeless and helpless due to the erosion of the
river, but no definite plan has been made by the Government
and there is no mention in the Governor’s Address regarding
this, Some of the river-croded people of Bagribari and
Baghbor Mouzas have taken shelter in the Government Khas
lands of Baghbor, Junia and Mondia Mouzas, There are
25,000 bighas of Khas land in those Mouzas. i is stated
that out of this about 23,000 bighas of land have been:
reserved for the refugees. There are 1,300 r
in Barpeta subdivision and if 10 bighas of land are given
to each family then 13,000 bighas will be sufficient for them.
The rest of the land can be given to the eroded people.
Land will be reserved for pcople who aye d
i ded o A not present an
the river-eroded people will roam without any shelter. I think
this ijs an Injustice done to the eroded people. I hope
Government will enquire into the matter and do justice to
the eroded people of Barpeta subdivision.

efugee families

Moreover, due to the

construction of Bahari-Baghbor
flood embankment the currents :

of the river Brahmaputra have
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become stronger and stronger and every year many villages are
eroded. For their rehabilitation definite plan should be
taken. Also one very strong current of Beki, known as Kalam-
pur Dhala in Mouza Jania in Barpeta is damaging the
crops of a vastarea of Mouzas Mondia, Jania and Baghbor.
A plan should be made to control this Dhala and thereby

save the people of Jania, Mandia, Baghbor and some portions
of Titapani.

Lastly, I come to the most important item of the amend-
ment of Mr. Bhattacharyya. Government should take effective
measures to counter the move of grouping Assam together

with Bengal, Bihar, Orissa, etc. In the speech of the Governor
he has welcomed the merger of Tripura and sought the
integration of North East Frontier Agency and Manipur In
Assam. But there

is no definite mention that Assam should
never go under the grouping scheme,

With these few words, I support the amendment of
my Friend, Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya.

Shri AARAN SANGMA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, in support
of the Motlon' moved by my Friend, Shri Bimala Kanta Borah,
and in opposition to the amendment moved by Shri Gaurl-
Sar.l.kar Bh'rl.ttacharyya, I take my stand herc to Spcak a.fe\,v
words, which, T feel, I should speak for the information
through you, of the august House. That in course of his
speech, the Governor was kind enough to mention in a right
way about .the recommendations of the States Reorganisa
tion Gommission, who, in their Report, made a recommenda-
tion to keep Assam in tact. I personally appreciate anb
accept the recommendation of the States Reorganisation Com-
mission because while giving the recommendation they had
minutely gone through all matters that concern Assam and
accordingly for the henefit and the interest of all people
living in Assam in particular and f

or i i i d securlty
~ of the countr r the solidarity an

. Y in general they made ise . and Hie
sighted recommendation. Y their wis

Sir, regarding natural calamiti 1,48
: mities and flood control,
will not be out of way for me also i -

t the State
Government made their greatest eﬂ'ortts~ Itosagvt;larelief to the
people affected by providing various means. It is gratifying
to note that a huge amount of help, whether in  cash or
in kind, has been rendered to the people during the days
of matural calamities by this .

dss ] State . Government Even the
district of Garo Hills of which some low-lying arcas adjoining
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and contiguous to the Goalpara District, received considerable
amount of help from the Government during floods in 1954
and 1955. I am very much thankful to the Government because
of the Bund constructed under Embankment and Drainage in the
Lakhipur-Fakirganj area which did splendid work ~ to the
people and gave tremendous relief to this part of Garo
Hills from Phulbari upwards. In such matter, I inform the
Government that more effective measures be taken by the
Government so that the downward portion of Garo Hills be
also benefitted and saved from future floods.

When we talk about the food situation in the State
as a whole, I am glad that by undertaking various methods
of cultivation and under Grow More Food Scheme, our State
could be surplus in food production, but, regarding the
food situation in my district, during the Jast Sali

A ; : crop,
I inform this House that due to destruction of this Salj crop,
particularly, in the southern Part of the Garo Hills, that is,

on the Pakistan border, by pests and insects, our food
position in those areas has become a great problem which
is agitating the minds of the people. ‘Therefore, Sir, I
request the Government to make a note of this matter of
great importance ; and as such provide us with the adequate
number of cheap grain shops of paddy in thoge areas so
that people badly affected may be in a position to purchase
paddy for themselves at a considerable cheaper price.

With regard to Jhum Control Cultivation, T
to the Government who have already taken
to introduce alternative cash crop cultivation
To my knowledge, I fully understand that our people have
taken keen interest in this matter and are very much anxious
0 grow cashewnut trees, black pepper and coffee. T, there-
fore, beg to request the Department concerned of this Govern-
ment to kindly see that good and germinating seeds are
timely supplied to our people.

Mr. SPEAKER: You ought to speak these things
when you take part in the budget discussion,

am greatful
up initial step
In the Hills.

Are you concluding ?
Mr. AARAN SANGMA : Yes, Sir,
Mr, SPEAKER: You will get two minutes more.
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Mr. AARAN SANGMA : Regarding Primary education
in my district, I like to say that more stress and attention
should be given by the Government by way of giving bigger
amount of financial help to the District Council. Otherwise,
it will not at all be possible to educate all the children 1
the District. If such attention is endcavoured by the Govern-
ment in this regard, then only, our children shall be able
to have education. Everyone of us know that without
education people cannot be brought into light and develop
themselves.

Sir, my sincere request to the Government 1S that our
Government be pleased to convince the Government of _Indm
and the Planning Commission to provide us with the Railway
Link from Garo Hills to Bongaigaon or Amingaon, during
the Second Five Year Plan period. If this can be implemented
during this period, I am sure that the mincral products, Su¢
as, coal, limestone and the like can be exploited for the
development and benefit of the district and the State.

: Sir, with a view to bring out all developmental worlfts
in th_e district in the most rapid way and to have mMOTe
“effective and eflicient administration in the district, I request

the Government to provide means so as to establish one more
‘Subdivision in Garo Hills.

With these few words, I again support the Motion of

Shri Borah and oppose the amendment of Shri Bhatta-
charyya, and resume my seat.

Mrs. USHA BARTHAKUR: aifta sy aceied, a1
T2 ST offS smha wwtn fs ferEn == “etedraz sl 2o
T I8 ST maw A wits Fratdt waa s ot el
ficald 9T R sRfen ofF @@ saica qizg @ie FEA
ARG HOIF Heok A - wF eltawfist G BaiE i ©FF LRIl
siFcT T TRty @tw oz AiScw o sAwtan o(fe TOEO! @t
sfag | AETAET SN GudT w7 & omta wife afcg | (12 JSEAR
fFeatie FF fizs SBSHs otedls  fig sieaaq  oad A (&1
g gt w9 cdite | g

fastm s == Afasaats auw paste o & T A
Fiagd =ittg sIFica Ao FiETem G ::ﬁ? aii::{ rﬁgi%jﬂg ifAee,
T cAfcata 1R ST GTFACT WAT | 9 bymien @ B (A6
gfF atd oeld gEate fAfAfT B it st' qrmatcd @ 3F T
craifs, wiF @2 BT Afam 3fE FfRata wtun g @ wte [ E)

] i
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gtedra oeis g gowiine tzfed | (i Fiad SHbiE Siesialy TN
qrFaia fads af«s w3 Affa

ShistaT Siedtalz @i targ @ Wbz qiges qreaita TiE Read
T fag ated | @2 2w % T4 AT @ GIFNI ABRA AR
I fraca @Al 621 FRI aifitg, fFe @it i Sellgw  ed=e
farsq =fa <ifFca sz TR Al zrg ME foore o4 3| S
eyl 0ZCs TR | (1 FIRed 9ify @3 awm gt sfacae stfEea
it Fwrdn @G @ dta 5 T oz el St ofem SifEs
fazdiza @iv TAtn SfFmis atbln <ie owiadcs @3 49 @R 9
@A odald a@ifis | gl Sdtafer wEwik wmafes B I
Fatg fa9ca ATHiET Sigde SEd Witz | ©bisldT Slefmis «E FYie
g afecatd wifcg 9fE@ a8 9 cdliten |

FATAd ©IFd [ AlNfedzd 28 wlw T g Sgmas wmed
Grl BAlEtE | @E fig Az giwre i s efews Iz s
Sie FEAACA STAGT Aigtg | WY @S OIF ON A% Aww  ARTE
qotm AifEE | @l aeIeE ST TCAE OF FN (ST 9imid ©iF St
AT G2 FET Taidnics BeilfEe (7 49 I9Eis WNE GemeE IwiRd
s zcall FE cogrisw fwl SR S Fa @ifi w9 amis 339
Afggal FOwA SfEgea AT 2T O IR0 TR 9y 9l opuie
F577 zd 948 THA f@a ltets AR WEEF Tz Twidm % wiaie
Sfims  FAAT Asa T 1 COfem WA AT FiaiRds Siged TAwed
et Acet @i g afa AN | IS Tl aimed aodR
i etz 3 w9 Aifa 1 @B T AT TSI FhRem q A AT teretta
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ZACTF T AT A GETNT AV E W F e |

Pu LALMAWIA : Mr. Speaker, Sir i support
the Motion of thanks moved by Shri B,imalz’t Ig_a;{csf Bgi'ah.p%ut
I would 1_1ke to comment on some points raised by the
Governor in his Address and offer my humble suggestions.
The Governor said—*“Itis my Government’s clear opinion
in the interest of National security and unity of India, that
the entire region to the north-cast of East Pakistan needs
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an integrated administration from various points of view and
should ultimately form one administratively homogenous unit
so that it can be developed as g self-sufficient economic zone
under a plan”. To serve the best interest of the hills people
ol these areas he also recommended an economic unit which
sounds very well. But to what degree or extent the homoge-
nous administration of an area will be desirable or beneficial
to the people of that area or how that economic unit will
serve the best interest of the people of that area, is a matter
of opinion. It should be governed by many considerations.
Unless the people living in that area belongs to one commu-
nity, having come up to the same standard of civilization
and living or hav_lqg the same culture and customs, Oneé
homogenous administration and one economic unit may 1ot
serve the best interest of all the different people within that
area. Knowing that in this north-eastern corner of India,
there are different people and communities having diflerent
culture, manners and customs and also vastly varying in stan-
dard of living and civilization, I cannot agree that one
homogenous unit of administration would serve the best
interest of the people concerned. But I quite believe that
something like Zonal Council, as the Prime Minister of India
Proposed, may be desirable. Under this Zonal Council,
several Regional Councilg may be formed enjoying regional
autonomy. Assam, Tripura, Manipur and North-East Frontier

Agency may conveniently be divided into two such regions each
having a Regional Council,

Mr. SIEZFI}IKER: This matter will come up a little later
and you wi ave a chance to speak about this then ; so you
can omit it now and speak on something else.

Pu LALMAWIA: But, Sir, it is so closely linked with
some other poimnts, so I may be allowed to finish,

Mr. SPEAKER : Al right, carry on.

Pu LALMAWIA : Now, Sir, West Bengal, Bihar and
Orissa will each form a region and all these Regional Councils
will come under the Zonal Council in matters of commoll
interest ; the eastern zone thus formed will play the role of a
strong bulwark for the defence of India. “The economic
inter—dcpendence of these different areas may also be esta-
plished. If'we try to .pa‘tch up old and new cloths, it may
tcar off again where it is patched up.



1956] DISCUSSION ON THE GOVERNOR'S ADDRESS 121

Formation of different regions will not destroy national
unity, solidarity orsecurity of India,

Even now, there are a good number of States within
the Indian Union. If all the different States are administered to
the satisfaction of the people concerned under the Govern-
ment of India, then we shall have that desired national unity,
solidarity and security of India. It will also result in economic
prosperity of the country as a whole.

As regards the flood control, T presume the House will
appreciate the effective measures taken by the Government
in controlling the floods of the river Brahmaputra from
erosion of the banks and destruction of important towns,
villages and paddy fields. But the length of embankments
already constructed and proposed to be constructed rather
strikes me. If the total length of embankment to be cons-
tructed is 3,400 miles as mentioned by the Governor, T am
afraid that it might include some portions for wich embank-
ment is not necessary.

Mr. SPEAKER: Why do you presume that the emba nk-
ment is not necessary in some portion ?

Pu LALMAWIA - Bccausc_this suggestion is given here
in the Address of the Governor is so long that I pPresume it
must include the portion where no embankment is necessary.

Sir, I am glad to note that the Government js alive to
the need of exploitation of abundant water resources of the
State for beneficial and industrial purposes. But, I reoret to
learn that no investigation has been Proposed of the r?vers of
Mizo District, where there is abundant water 1‘esour¢es Some
of the rivers flow through Cachar district and if thes.e water
power is utilised, it would be sufficient o feed Cachar and
the Mizo district with electric power. The Mizo district has
the most plentiful supply of bamboos which can be utili-
sed for paper pulp. I would suggest that the rj
Lushai Hills be also surveyed along with other
sins to be surveyed during the Second Five Year Plan It
encouraging to learn that the Government have aIW;lyS been
alive to the urgent need of bringing their tribal citizens
educationally and otherwise to the level of others in the
country, and that no opportunity has been lost to achieve
all round development of these tribal areas and of  the
inhabitants thereof. But, I am afraid that this may be only

1s
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a lip service w.hen' we see that all the important and higher
educational institutions are located in the Assam Valley and
that representatives of tribal people in Government services are
far below the percentage as provided for by the Govern-
ment of Assam. Most of the autonomous districts have not
been represented in the Ministry of the State, and they can
only vent their feelings of satisfaction or dissatisfaction through
the faint voice of their few Members of the Legislative Assembly,
which are usually not sc effective. 1, therefore, suggest that
each of the autonomous district be represented “in  the
Ministry of the State either as full-fledged Minister or Deputy
Minister at }east whose duties will be to look after the
interests of their respective district. In Burma, each of the Tribal
District has a Minister dealing with the affairs of his own
district, and this arrangement is found to be working
satisfactorily.

The Naga problem figures prominently in the Governor’s
Address. I amsure that the Houge will be very anxious 10
sclve the Naga problem quickly and satisfactorily. The ques”
tion is how to solve the problem ? As the Governor said, the
State Government are determined to cffectively maintain law
and order 1n the Naga Hills, and to ensure that the continued

rogress of the development schemes is maintained without
any interruptions. Maintenance of law and order by mer¢
force and liberal grant for development schemes without the
willing co-operation of the people is not enough. The Nagas
do not complain about the amount of devclop?ncnt grant they
receive from the Government. If I remember correctly, theY

complained about the non-implementation in the Constitution -

of India _bY the Government of the a ; ~ween the
Naga National Council with the late Si%rejilﬁf;: Ilj_f;z]aﬁ, for-
merly the Governor of Assam. The result is that they
Jost confidence 1in the Government. The Naga people starte
the dcr_rgand for independence which seems to be unrea.solflable
and oo g b Honssy aill be < the belt policy
(0} 1 ; : 1
Itlrc';{)al people of Assam. e pechIe, bt wichall “2HE

As regards P‘;che claims of some Nagas as not being Indians,
and that the INaga areas as not forming part of India the
claim _soundS rather fantastic to those who com letely iclentify
themselves as Indians. But the same opinion in) ‘rc\}alent not
only among the Nagas, but among some other (ribal people
alsoyin If L we look back to the history of this north-eastern
—orner of India, we shall find that some of the tribal areas of

‘Assam remained independent countries till the British came and

Fe s 7 PR
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ruled over them. The feeling prevailing in the Naga areas is
that since the British Government had left the country, they

should be allowed to choose whether to remain within India
or not.

Mr. SPEAKER : What is your idea ? Do you want
them to cecede from India ? You seem to be talking some-
thing else.

Pu LALMAWIA : Sir, I try to explain the stand taken

by the Nagas. As I go on I shall try to find out a solution
to the Naga problem.

Because of this feeling prevailing in the hill areas, it is
all the more essential that in dealing with the Hills or tribal
people, the use of military force should be avoided as far as
practicable and that the desires and aspirations of the tribal
people should be respected also. Unless the tribal people are
giving their due place and due shares in India, it will not be
possible for the Government to solve not only the Naga prob-
lems, but also other problems that may arise in other parts of
tribal arcas. In my humble opinion, the only solution to the
Naga problem and the problems of the tribal people is to allow
them to have a State of their own, or at least a Regional Council
as proposed by the Prime Minister of India. I should like to
suggest to the Government to call off the declaration of Naga
Hills as disturbed area, withdraw the military force, and leave
the tribal people to start negotiations amongst themselves. By
doing so, I am confident that a satisfactory “solution will co
out. A separate State within the Union of India does not
independence. The activities to that end does not mean
State activities.

me
mean
anti-

I would like to say that the Assam Government committed
some acts 1n the past having unprecedented regylts
opinion, the division of India into India and Pakistan
result  of the opposition by the Assam Governm
grouping of India into four groups—as sy
Cabinet Mission. Also, the Bengalees
not happy in Assam, and the Ass
Sylhet should go to Bengal.

_ Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): Sir, this
is absolutely an incorrect statement. Assam Government did
not want that Sylhet should go to Bengal.

Pu LALMAWIA : Sir, I apologise for it.
may be wrong.

In my
was the
ent to
ggested by the
of Sylhet district were
am Government wanted that

My statement
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Now they have gone to Bengal and to East Bengal. It
is high time that the Assam Government examinc their policy
towards the minority communities and also in all India
matters.

As regards the displaced persons, the question of giving
relief and rehabilitation to the displaced persons has been
raised very often. It is said that refugees coming into India
from Pakistan are increasing instead of decreasing even cight
or nine years after the partition of India. Howcver unfortu-
nate these refugees may be, I am of the opinion that they
should be able to bear their misfortune in Pakistan rather
migrating into another country. How long the India Govern-
ment is going to accept the citizens of Pakistan as their owi ?
As long as India Government take the trouble of rehabilitating
the refugees at the expense of the true citizens of India, I am
afraid that there willbe no end of influx of refugees from
Pakistan. Itis quite possible that many people will sell their
houses, lands and other belongings in Pakistan with the hope
that they will be given land, jobs and all kinds of other facilities
by the kind Government of India. They may not suffer under
Pakistan Government as they picture it to be. It is therefore
necessary that the real condition of these so called refugecs
in Pakistan be examined and the chapter be closed for good.

Sir, I am glad to learn that five N. E. S. Blocks have
been opened in the Naga Hills. But not a single N. E. S. Block
has becen opened in the Mizo District.... .......

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): ButYo!
have got a Community Development Block.

Pu LALMAWIA: If a i E. S.
. : prodigal son gets five N. I
Blocks, while the son who remainedgwith his %ather gets nonc
I am afraid it will encourage a faithful son to adopt @ Pro-
digal life. I therefore request the Government to allot at least

one N._ E. S. Block out of the four N. E. §. Blocks to be openeé
immediately. '

Mr. SPEAKER : Your time is up.

Pu LALMAWIA: If the Government is really keen on
raising the tribal people to same standard of living and education
with that of the plains people, more grants for education should
be given to them. in addition to all the schemes already proposed
for implementation within the Second Five-Year Plan.
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As regards the amendment Motion moved by Shri
Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya, I support many of the points
raised by him, and I should think his speech in the House
yesterday was most interesting. But, I cannot support all
his points particularly the last one which is to counter the move
of grouping together several States including Assam.

I shall therefore resume my seat by saying chat I support
the Motion moved by Shri Bimala Kanta Borah,

*Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, we
are grateful to the Governor for giving us comprehensive survey
about the state of things in our State, but unfortunately
the way he has dealt with the burning problems that confront
our State may lead us to a sense of complacency and may even
make us believe that there is no problem in our State. Sir,
the two problems that have agitated the minds of our people
most to-day arc the problem of States Re-organisation with
the latest development of the theory of Zonal Councils and the
treatment that has been meted out to this frontier State by
the Government of India in the matter of Second Five-Year
Plan.

Sir, I shall briefly say about the state of our State. To—day
there is a clash of arms in the Naga land. The North-East
Frontier Agency which is so near to us 1s yet too far from us.
In the matter of economic field we are almost where we were,
The supply position has deteriorated. ‘The supply of essential
commodities like C. I. Sheets, iron rods, cement, etc., have
deteriorated to a great extent. Not a single industry—major
industry—worth the name has taken birth in this accursed land
of ours, and what is more the prevailing prices of manufactured
goods have remained comparatively higher than the price
of agricultural goods. As regards the people’s economijc
position, it is not a degree better than what it was in the last
year. Sir, I will not to-day, in making my observations on
the Governor’s address. dilate on the economic side of our
problems, but I shall mainly concentrate our attention to the
States Re-organisation, the Naga Problem and to a certain
extent the Five-Year Plan. Sir, the Governor began his address
by saying that this was a year when we had had occasions
of anxiety and concerns. But from his address we do not
know whether those occasions of anxieties and concerns have
ceased to exist. To me it appears it will not do simply to say
that our Government want the integration of the region to the
north-cast of FEast Pakistan into one integrated unit. We

YT ———y—

*Speach not corrected,
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would also like our Governor to say what steps arc taken to give
an impression on the power that bein Delhi to bring about the
desired integration. The danger to-day is the rcal one. If the
grouping—the merger of Bengal and Bihar comes into effect,
then unless we take proper action now and here, we may be
drawn into it, and it is also to be remembered that on this
very issue of joining Bengal during the Cabinet Mission that
the proposal contained in that Mission failed, To-day if we have
to go back and forger the lesson of our past then it will be a very
bad day for Assam. Sir, as in Bihar and Bengal, the Governor of
Assam is also the Agent of the Central Government regarding the
administration of North-East Frontier Agency. We would like
to know from our Chief Minister whether a joint demand has
been made by these two Heads before the Central Goverament
that these areas should be integrated into one. I would like
to know what steps have been taken by our Government to
persuade Manipur and Tripura to agree to the proposal of merger
and forming an integrated unit. 1f this integrated unit 15
formed and if an atmosphere is created only then and alont
will there be no apprehension of our being dragged into the
Eroposed Bengal-Bihar unit. Sir, I am apprehensive about 1t

ecause _the circular that was circulated to us by the Assembly
Secretariat regarding the proposal of creating five zones
we find N orth-East Frontier Agency, Assam, Tripura, Manipuf,
Bengal, Bihar, and Orissa have been grouped together under
one unit which gives an indication of the mind of the Central
Government, unless this move is countered to-day by an
opposite move of having an integrated unit here and now and
unless we also have to confront 2 Jait accompli that these people
have agreed to merge, then it should be suggested to the Centra
Government that if Agsam along with North-East Fronti€l
Agency, Trlpura_ and Manipur is merged with Bengal and Bihar,
1t VYlu be such big unit that it will be difficult to administer this
entire area under one adminisirative machinery. Therefort
I would like our Government to take effective steps not merely
to expression of pious wish that we want integration of Manipuf,

Tripura and North-East Frontier Agency but effective steps ©

bring about integration of this entire area. Sir, when we read the

Governor’s Address we find that Governor js halting. He says
that the Goveynn?cnt welcome the recommendation of the
States Reorganisation for merger of Tripura in Assam in the
national interest provided the people of T’ ripura are gcnerally
in favour of such merger. And about Manipyr he says thatif
at any time in the national interest and in the interest of unity
and sohdarl.ty of In'cha,, the people of Manipur State in general
agree to the integration with Assam as one political administrative
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unit, the Government of Assam will welcome such
merger. At one time we said so, I admit that one time I myself
also said like that. But to-day even such a remark is not
enough. It is time to say definitely, categorically and also
with determination that we want complete merger of these
areas irrespcctive of the fact Manipur or Tripura would like
to come or not. There should be no reservation in our mind
because if we maintain such reservation to-day, that reservation
will always be there, and it will be very difficult to persuade
these people to come to us.  So, Sir, the problem that has been
facing us to-day is a very vital one and in solving this proble
we want not only an expression of wish but also taking very
effective steps, bold and forthright, for bringing zbout such an
integration.

Sir, the next problem is the problem of the Hills, We
have found in the Governor’s Address that enough has been done
regarding the implementation of the developmental activities
of the Hills. But we cannot forget that only till recently
there was a big movement for creation of a Hills State and this
move came not only from one quarter but also certain sections of
the people of Khasi and Jaintia Hills, Garo Hills and to
a_certain extent those of the Lushai Hills were also 2 party
to this move. It is our bounden duty to try to know their
psychology, (ry o remove any misapprehensions they might be
labouring under towards our intentions. We have to change
their psychology, try to find outthe causes ]eading to such
a separatist move and try our utmost to remedy them. At the
same time we must tell them categorically that w
opposed to any such demand, and convince the
will not benefit them. We should tell them
inscparably connected with them, we are intertwined together.
We mugt_depend on each other and for that we must banish
all suspicions and we must learn to understand each other
closely. And for that it is not a matter as to
we build, how many tanks we dig th
a question of removing misund erstanding
that end in view we should direct all oyr
Otherwise suspicion may again occur.
have not found any indication about ¢}
laborious speech of the Governor.
problem again, Sir, we have waited lon
solution of this intricate problem, bhut in vain. It was about
three years back I on the floor of (his House charged the
Government of bungling in the Naga land of making the
problem more complicated. But then we were told that the

€ are entirely
m such a move
that we are

how many roads
at counts but it is
and suspicion and with
efforts and activities.
I am sorry Sir, we
at in the long and
Coming to the Naga
g to see a satisfactory
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Government should be given some more time to deal with
the problem, and we remained silent. Very often it has been
harangued in our ears that we should support their policy.
But, Sir, it is very difficult to follow the Government blindly
without understanding the policy that Government propose to

pursue. Therefore, Sir, we say that if we are to give our support

to the Government’s policy, we should also be taken to their
confidence gmd given us an indication of the broad outline at
Jeast of their policy. We do not say that we should be given
fuller details of the policy they pursue but if Government want
our whole-hearted support we should be taken into confidence
and at least the broad outline of the policy should be made
known to us. But to-day again we find in the Naga land that
there has been a bungling going on. In the Governor’s address
itself we find a good deal of complication. On the one hand
they say that co-operation has been coming forth from the
PGO_Pk{ and on the other hand it has been stated that subversive
activities undertaken by a handful of -lawless and terrorist
elements are going on unabated. If that is so, then may

ask the Government why this handful of lawless and terrorist
elements create these things ? If the people are not behind
them, may I ask the Chief Minister how can these hemdf:u1
of people engage themselves in lawless activities and g0 merrily
untrapped by our Police and the Army ? Did not Phizo, the
leader of these handful of lawless people, who is wanted by
the Police to-day, for whose arrest a sum of Rs. 5,000 has
been declared to-day, come to the Chicf Minister only a few
days ago and sit with him together ? Could he not then
understand the policy and principle that was proposed to be
followed by him ? My accusation against Government is that
the Government policy regarding Naga land lacks positivencss:
It also lacks in understanding of the psychology of the people
out to create disturbance and lawlessness. And that is WoJ
we are being faced with a situation of chaos and disorder
prevailing 1 the Naga land. I also want to make it clear t©
the House tha_t we do not support the Naga people in their
demand for independent Naga Land. We have made it
?bundan.tly clear that it is suicidal for the Naga people ©©
mdu_lgc in thel_r clzur_n for the Naga Land, we ha\;ge told them
to give up their tactics of violence. But \’fvhat we exhort is that
we should go to them, mix with them, sit together with them and
try to remove their misapprehensions and try to eyolye a common
solution. It is necessary for us to go deeper and dec e} into the
matter to see that these extremists cannot pu rSUad(;;pthe peopl
misguide the people with a view to swell the ranks of these
lawless elements. If this is not done, Sir, then I believe
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that this Naga problem will not be solved this year ;

even for years to come it will remain wunsolved. Then,

Sir, when the Disturbed Areas Act was passed, we were

told by the Chief Minister that the Act was meant mainly for
the Naga land and also in the disturbed area which was mainly
‘confined to Tuensang area because the people from Tuensang
used to come aud create trouble. To-day, Sir, we find that it is
not Tuensang where there is disturbance, we find the main
disturbance in the main Naga land. What is the reascn ? To-day
the disturbance in the Tuensang area has stopped. I would only
draw the pointed attention of the Government that while it is
necessary to disarm the terrorists, while it is necessary to protect
the peace loving and law abiding people from the extremists, it
might be necessary to take some punitive measure and action and
it 1s more necessary to sec that not a single peace loving citizen
is harmed, not a single man is arrested or detained in jail. Sir,
I am sorry to learn that Phizo’s family has been keptin detention.

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minisier) : It is
not a question of detention, but is a question of some specific
offences.

Mr. SPEAKER : Mr. Goswami, please confine yourself to
the subject.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : We do not find any
thing specifically mentioned about Phizo’s family in the address.
There is nothing in this address that Phizo’s wife and his
children have been charged on any charges. That is what we
have heard. Sir, I have come to the floor of the House to know
from the Government whether the charges that Phizo’s wife
and children have been arrested have got any basis or without
any basis. Sir, I know that among the Naga people there is
a feeling that if they are treated properly, they will be good and
understand things also properly. So, Sir, T am syre if we can
only approach these people properly we shall be able to solve
the Naga problem., .

Sir, regarding the Second Five-Year Plan, I do not want
to say much now. Tt is a fact that we have b,een meted with
a bad treatment by the Central Government, While our demand
was 290 crores, while we are economically backward, while
we have so many rivers to train, when we have so many of our
problems to face, we have been given a small sum of 60 crores
only to spend in five years time. Sir, on a comparison with
other States this is a wvery small amount. Sjr my feeling
is that while Bengal which is €conomically more advanced
and their needs are not so acute as ours, they are going to get
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more, but we get less. Is it because we have not been able to
impress our Central Government or is it that what is given we
shall not be able to spend? Sir, if those things are there, it will
be a very bad thing. Sir, unless we can build up our Industries
the future of the State is dark. Sir, these hopes will belie us and

we are living in some sort of darkness. Sir, if we are thinking in -

building up our industries, we should be unmindful whether
private party will come or not, we should impress upon the
Central Government when these demands are there, when the
industries are to be started in our State, we shall be allowed
to start the industries even at our own expense and at
our own initiative. If it is not done, Sir, the arca in the
north-east of Pakistan will ever remain a deficit area. To-day,
Sir, during the monsoon if there is a breach in the railway
line, the whole State is cut off and Subscqucnt]y we
have to depend whatever little can come by air. For that every
year more than one or two crores are spent unnecessarily by the
people, because the prices of the commodities go up ak
for that we have to suffer. Therefore, Sir, it is necessary
that this area to the north-east of Pakistan should be made
self-sufficient unit, we must think of our economic condition:
But, Sir, we have' seen that we have been keeping @S
a hinterland, as a colony of some other States. Sir, we shoul
see that we must develop all these things. But it is most
unfortunate, the other day we have heard that the Brahma-
putra brldge of which we have becn clamouring so much wi
not come into existence in another 3 or 4 years to come. The
railway line in the Garo Hills also will not be opend in another
S (T 4 years to come. Sir, I do not know how far the
newspapers are true. Sir, is it not our duty to goto the
Central Government and impress upon them that thesc things
should be done in aneglected State like Assam ?

Mz. SPEAKER : Do you rely on the newspapers ?

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : Sir, T have not the
correct information. T am asking the Government whether the
news published in the newspapers are truc or not, Whether
the Brahmaputra bridge will not be constructed in another 3 or
4 years time and whether the railway line in the Garo Hills will
not also be constructed in another 3 or 4 years to come-

Sir, we have not got any industry in our State worth the
name. What are we goingto do about it? Lastly, Sir, I

will mention about the remarks already mentioned by some of
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our Friends whether the status of the Opposition would now be
given. Sir, it is for you to decide this. Many hon. Members
have of course left us......

Mr. SPEAKER : You have stated about certain rumours.
This is a matter for another time. Just now please confine to
the main speech.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : Regarding a Welfare
State, Sir, I am sure, whether we like it or not the aim of
Socialism is bound to come. To-day, Sir, it is very easy
for the hon. Member to cross over, but still then we have
a responsibility to establish democracy in our country. No
matter, Sir, whether any hon. Member has changed basically,
but whatever it may be, the hon. Member who has come here
with the mandate from the people shall have to go back to the
people who have given him that mandate and ask them whether
his change of the policy is liked by them or not. But whatever
may be, we are all in onebig country and we must try to
bring about the democratic development 1n our country and
therefore, it is our onerous duty to see that Welfare State should
be established in our country, and we are dg:termincd to build
up a Welfare State, we are determined to build up a democratic
~State but unless we are able to build up a democratic society,

we may get Socialism, but democracy will not be here.

With these words I feel that the Governor has failed to
indicate certain vital problems in his address and therefore I
support whole-heartedly the amendment moved by my Friend,
Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya.

Adjournment

The Assembly was than adjourned till 10 s.m. on Monday,
the 12th March, 1956.

SHILLONG, B R. N. BARUA,
__ Secretary,
The 10th October, 1956. | Legislative Assembly, Assam.
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