Proceedings of the Ninth Session of the Assam Legisla-
tive Assembly assembled after the First General
Election under the Sovereign Democratic
Republican Constitution of India.

: The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong,
at 10 A. M. on Saturday the 24th March, 1956.

PRESENT®

Shri Rajendra Nath Barua, B. L., Deputy Speaker, in the
Chair, the ninc Ministers, the two Deputy Ministers, the two
Parliamentary Sccretaries and sixty-one Members.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
(To which answers were laid on the table)

European owned Tea Gardens in Assam

Shri HARIHAR CHOUDHURY asked :

43. Will the Minister-in-charge of Labour be pleased to
refer to the reply given to Unstarred Question No.28(b) asked
by the Questioner in the Assembly on 25th November 1955. on
the subject of “Europcan owned Tea Gardens in Assam® and
state the number of Indians employed in Managerial Staff of
/' the European owned Tea Gardens in Assam dﬁring the years

1951-52, 1953, 1954 and 1955, Assamese and non-Assamese

separately ?

: Shri PURNANANDA CHETIA (Deputy Minister)
replied :

43.—Not available. The Indian Tea Assocjation does not
keep figures separately for employment of Assamese and non-
Assamese on Tea Gardens, as no distinction has been made
hitl}erto between Indian citizens from different States of the

Unilon.
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B. °
ipartite Agreement on Bonus for Plantation Workers

Shri RAM PRASAD CHAUBEY asked:

44. Will the Minister-in- o
- e Minister-in-charge of Labour be pleased to

(2) Wheth(‘:r Government received the text o re
bipartite agreement on bonus for pla tcgnt
workers ellected®in New Delhi ? plantation

(b) Whether Government made any enquiry as to th
r'lumb-CI‘ of tea cstates in Assam where the terr? t ‘{?
the bipartite agreement will be implemented ;S :

(¢) What steps do Government propose to take in
of non-implementation of the terms of thec::?g
i

agreement by any tea estate ?

(d) The names of the employers and workers organi
tions recognised by the Government in Assglgnalgsa.

Shri PURNANANDA ~CHETIA (D o
replied : (Deputy Minister)

44. (a)—Yes.
(b)—Yes, in 335 gardens.

¢j—The matter is under considerati
(¢) ation of Government.

4)—The following are the organisations of employers

and workers in tea plantation —

Employers Organisations—

Indian Tea Association ; Assam Tea Planters’
" -~ ers’ Associati
Assam-Bengal Indian Tea Planters’ Association and f;%‘;;ahc%};
n lea

Planters’ Association.

Workers Organisations——-

al Trade Union Congress ; All-India Trade

Indian Nation
d Hind Mazdoor Sabha.

Union Congress an

The question of Government il
e recognising
organisations does not arise. 5 ng any of thee

|
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Imposition of Cow and Buffalo Tax on the Forest
Villagers

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA asked:

45. Will the Forest Minister be pleased to state—

(a) Whether Government is contemplating to impose
Cow and Buftalo Tax on the forest villagers of
Silchar Subdivision ?

(b)) Whether Government is collecting rent from some
forest villagers of Silchar Subdivision under
Sonai Range without allotment of land to
them ? i

(c) Whether Government has reccived any complaint
from the forest villagers mentioned in (5) above
of the above effect ?

{d) If so, what steps have been taken for allotment of
land to those villagers ?

(¢) What steps have been taken for allotment of land
to the ten Barman families of Jibangram under
Sonai Range, Clachar who had been temporarily

granted land in the year 1950-51 in the nearest
forest village ?

Shri RAMNATH DAS (Minister) replied :

. 45. (a)—Assessment of grazing tax for the forest villagers
n all Forest Divisions is made under Rule 10 of Forests Village
Rules at page 65 of Assam Forest Manual Vol. I and the
Government have no contemplation in revising the same at

Present.
b, —No.
¢)—No.
(d)—Does not arise. )

: (6)—Thes: Barman families have been allowed to settle
n Barmannagar Forest Villaze under Sonai Range.

People of Udarbond under Sonai Settlement
Shri RAM PRASAD CHAUBEY asked :

46. Will the Minister -in-charge of Revenue be pleased to

state—

(e) Whether it is a fact that people of Udarbond has
been placed under Sonai Settlement and they are
to pass through Silchar and thereby causing
inconvenience to the people concerned ?
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() Whether it isa fact that the people of Udarbond
were paying their Government revenue in Silchar
Tahsil before ?

(¢) Whether Government propose to allow the people
of Udarbond to pay their revenue under Sadar

Settlement as before and  thereby save the people

from their inconvenience ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Deputy Minister) replied:

46. (a)—Udarbond is for secttlement and other purposes
under Sonai Circle. Pcople of Udarbond have to go to Sonai
pia Silchar. On account of casy communication existing
petween Udarbond and Sonai via Silchar, no question of incon-

venience arises.

(b)—Yes. ‘ _ ‘

(¢)—They are still paying their revenue dues at Silchar
as before.

Toll bridge over [famdang in Kharikatia Ali
Shri GIRINDRANATH GOGOI  asked:

47. Will the Public Works Department Minister be pleased

to state— . o ! .
(a) Whether 1t 15 @ fact that there is a toll bridge over

Namdang in Kharikatia Ali ?

(b) Whether Sibsagar Local Board moved a resolution
requesting the Government to abolish tolls on

: this bridge from this year ?

(¢) If so, what action was taken on the resolution ?
Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister) replied:

47. (a)—Yes.

(b)—No resolution from the Sibsagar Local Bgapd
requesting the Government to abolish tolls has been receiyeq,

(¢)—Tolls of the bridge will be abolished frop, 15t
April 1956 as notified already zide Notification No.922-QyT.
at page 2129, Part ITA of the Assam Gazelte, dated the 93
November 1955,

T R



1950] ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE NAMES OF THE 931
MEMBERS ELECTED TO PUBLIC ACCOUNTS
COMMITTEE AND ESTIMATES COMMITTEE

Announcement of the names of Members elected
to Public Accounts Commaittee and Estimates Committee.

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER : There is an announcement :—

I have great pleasure to inform the House that both
the Government and Opposition Parties by mutual settlement
have made elections to the Public Accounts Committee and
Estimates Committee uncontested by limiting the number
of candidates according to the number of Members to be
elected. The following hon. Members are thercfore declared
elected :— '

(For Public Accounts Committee)

1. Shri Chanco Kheria ;
2. M. Moinul Haque Choudhury ;
3. Shri Akshoy Kumar Das ;

>

4. ,, Dharanidhar Basumatari ;
J. ,, Jogakanta Baruah;

0. ,, Debeswar Rajkhowa ;

1. ,, Emonsing Sangma ; and
8. ,, Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya.

(For Estimates Committee)
L. M. Moinul Haque Choudhury;

2, Sriman Prafulla Goswami :

2

3. Maulavi Md. Pahar Khan :

]

4. Maulavi Md. Umaruddin ;
5. Shri Nilmani Phookan ;

6. ,, Ananda Chandra Bezbarua :
7. ,, Emonsing Sangma ;

8. ,, Radhika Ram Das ; and

9 ,, Hareswar Goswami.
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Demands for grants
GRANT No. 7.
<c12eCharch on account of Motor Vehicles Taxation Act.”

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister): Mr. Deputy
Spcakcf, Sir, 1 beg to move that a sum of Rs.12,70,700
(Rupees twelve lakhs, seventy thousand and seven hundred),
be grantcd to the Mimstcr‘-m-charge to defray the charges
which will come in course of payment during the year ending
31st March, 1957 for the administration of the head ‘‘12.—
Charges on account of Motor Vehicles Taxation Act.”

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Motion moved is that
, sum of Rs.12,70,700 be granted to the Minister-in-charge
to defray the charges wll}ch will come 1n course of payment
during the Ye€ar ending 1.Slst March, 1957 for the administra-
Con of the head ¢12.—Charges on account of Motor Vehicles

% Ct.”

Taxa:é(;i'lri [;-I ARESWAR GOSWAMI: Mr. Deputy Speaker
hat the total provision of Rs.12,70,700 under

. to move t
2;2}1{ beg. 7. Major head—12.—Charges an account of Motor
xati

: 't -a Act, at page 40 of the Budget, be reduced
\nghlld(;s r]?athe amount of the whole grant of Rs.12,70,700 g)c:
sta;ld, reduced by R-C'I'I ¢ to raise a general di 1
By this Cut Motion I want (O A general O
5 " over and above the State ‘lransport Organisation,
Sir 9% ur State another organisation to control the
o+her bodies and private persons and quite
;s spent for the adminlstratlon.of this Depart-
iy the State Transport Authority. Sir, we had
Ortunity of discussing on several occasions about
OPPO cts in that Department and we requested the
certain de®Co ¢ to have a good Inspectorate so that these
—;fi);lcs e run properly. Tirst of all, let me come to the
.. known to everybody going in taxies
du and Gauhati, that it is very diﬁ’i_’,
which is to carry 4 or 5 passengers as
th 9 or 10 passengers. If it js
passangers, their reply is tha:

of t ’
oint bhetween Pan
S et into 2 taxi1 <
cult 1O g s overCrOWdCd wi

¢t is alway so man
they carry 3 Ly
aske szY do so0, it is 1mp0331ble to meet the expenses. There
t of fare to be charged for this route, but ¢

) aled rate c 3 :
is a schfd followed' It 1s seen that in the morning when
5 ru of passengers and there are more taxies avaj.
there 18 per passenger ftom Gauhati to Pandu comes

#*Speech not corrected.

s il A——
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down to As. 8 or As.10, but whereas at night when taxis are
rare and on occasions when only one taxiis available, the
rate gocs up to Rs.2 or Rs.3 per passenger. It may be said,
“Why don’t you report this kind of affairs to the Police ?’
Sir, reporting is not an easy aflair as this process of prosecu-
tion is not a simple affair butit is an arduous thing. Nobody
wants to stand on a witness-box from day to day and give
these things. We have provided Motorln spectorate. Last
year, motor cycles were purchased for these officers. I do not
know what these Inspectors are doing when these things are
daily happening before their very eyes. The taxi drivers
charge as they like. Even in Shillong although there are
meters for hire, these are not followed and it is not known
also whether these meters are functioning properly. There
is, it seems, no machinery to check these illegal things. Be-
sides, these black-numbered taxies, there are many white-num-
bered taxies. Although the latter Category 1s not registered,
It is daily carrying passengers and charge whatever they
like. There is no check of stopping these private cars plying
as taxis. The black-numbered taxi has got to pay tax for
registration for the purpose of using it as taxi but the white-
Numbered car does not pay anything although they carry
Passengers. I do not know how far it is true but it is said

that the oflicers, including the District Transport Officers,
are connected with this illegal business.

Another important thing about this is that at one time
the control was in the hands of Police. Now there is a sepa-
rate Department altogether called the District Transport
Organisation. Because thig is a separate Department, Police
has also become apathetic to it. They do not care whether
any particular taxi is carrying more than the requisite num-
¢r of passengers, whether it is a regular taxi or an irregu-
lar taxi, That being the problem; we must Have sumcient
Number of Motor Vehicles Inspectors who will not be Motor
Vehicles Inspectors in the office but wil] be alte ol the roats
and they will see that these things do not happen. Sir, as

we find in the Budget, there are eight District Transport Officers
for whom a sum of Rs.53,000 has been allotted. Then we

have got also eight Motor Vehicles Inspectors for whom

Rs.19,900 has been allotted aud for both the District Trans-
port Officers and Motor Vehicles Inspectors there are travelling
allowance allotments of Rs.14,000 ang Rs.20,000 respectively.
All these things have been Provided and even then efficient
Service is not obtained from these officers. If the vice of
this jllegal traffic goes on then we have no desire of passing
such a big amount.
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The next point which I also brought to the notice of
the House last yecar 1is about the trucks. Sir, our lives have
almost become risky from these trucks. Even on the Gauhati-
Shillong Road, for these trucks, onc cannot run a vehicle
properly. hen these trucks with loads of coal come at a
speed of 40 to 50 miles per hour, there is every chance of
an accident. Strangely enough they do  not give even pass
I know of a certain truck of which I took the number. I know
even of a State Transport truck of which the number was given
at Nongpoh. It did not give me pass for 4 miles. All these
trucks are running at top specd both on up journey and
down journcy. Unless there is some amount of control over
these trucks, it 18 c::ctrcmcly difficult for a man to have this
confidence in his mind that he will not meet with an accident.
Sir, whenever you come along th.c C:zyuhau—.Shll]_ong Road, you
will find on¢€ or two trucks .lalhng into the ditch. Even to-
. " nile 41 or 42 thercis & _trl,_lck wl_nch has gone off
is lying there. _’1 his is mainly due toits run-
; at a top speed- There 15 gbsolutcly no control over
L Sir, what 1s most important 1s that they never
. Even at Gauhati town, the trucks will never

dimmer and they will never dim their lights.

have @ cpuck from the other end comes with flash light
Often 2 e important that it should dim its lights as
and 1t ISit sights another vehicle from the opposite side,
soon as ‘here is bound to be an accident. Although we spoke
otherwis€ hing has been done. What I am trying to im-
about 1t, the House is this : that in these matters when a

d to be in order and nothing

press .uPOaI;Se everything is foun
truck 18 P27 'qjately- But next day or a_few days after, you
happens JTEC Opposite. The reason 1S this when a - truck is
will ﬁndft examination and passing 1t1S fitted with some spare
brought _0;"1 P gencrall}’ borrowed from others and as soon
parts Whlchicle ;s passed, these sparc parts are removed and
ag the Y€ the owner. This is the state of things going on

ext day when the truck is onthe

returnc i So n

ent timc. - :
at the hrc):;s D anot be any dimmer. Unless there 1s strict
d, t or these things, the whole Transport Department

: o
V1g11ance.ustiﬁcation to exist. ) )
there I8 another thing which is also important,

. > ationalization of the Dhu_bri—Jogighopa—Gauhati
There v\racs1 on this road some public carriage buses were given
Road an when the State Transport began to ply their
permits 21 cople were ousted. They then filed an application
buses, these P h Court. The High Court said that the nationali-

Hi b Y
5 because there cannot be any nationalization

zation was wrong

P — ] ———————— i
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without legislation. So the Road Transport Bill came before
the House and we passed it, but as a matter of fact till to-day
it has not been given eflect to. In the meanwhile those people
who have not been given permission to ply their trucks on the
road were directed by the High Court to make application to
the State Transport Authority. The High Court said that there
cannot be such a thing ; either the road should be nationalised
according to law or those people must be given their due. But
nothing has been done to those applications and again those
persons moved the High Court. This time the High Court said
that these applications must be dealt with by the Transport
Authority speedily. But, Sir, it is more than 8 months yet no
decision has been given by the Regional ‘Transport Authority.
I think this is wrong on two grounds. Firstly, there should
have been a decision and secondly if we behave in such
a manner and deal like this even with the decision of the
highest court of the land then people’s confidence in the court
also reduces which is a very bad thing in a democratic country.
The decision of the High Court should be given effect to
immediately, and in that view these applications should be
disposed of according to law immediately. As I said it has
taken more than 8 months and yet these applications are not
disposed of. It is really a very serious thing. If the Regional
Transport Authority is afraid of giving a decision in this
matter, they should refer to the higher authority. It is very
Important that at least some decision should be given. I am
surprised that when we deal like this even with the highest
court of law in this matter. what other people will think of us ?
I say that the Transport Organisation needs more supervision,
angl more control so that our people may express satisfaction.
With these few words, I commend my Motion for the acceptance
of the House.
Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: Cut Motion moved is:
g ;hat N}h'e tOtlfléa%rTllSQIOHCgf Rs. 12,70,700 wunder Grant
Veilici qjor O -——wharges on account of Motor
es Taxation Act, at page 40 of the Budget, be reduced by

Re. 1, i. 6., the amount of the whole orant f Rs. 12.70,700 do
stand reduced by Re. 1. 5 O Sab 180 _ 7

_ Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS : Mr. Deputy Speaker,
Sir, instead of moving my Cut Motion, T am supporting the
Motion which has been moved by my Friend. Mr. Goswami,
because the subject matter of the Cut Motion is the same.
Previously it was the systerm that this Transpori Department,
was under the Police Department of the district with the
Superintendent of Police as its head. It was said by the
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Government at that time that the Department was not working
properly due to the multifarious activities of the Superinten-
dent of Police and other Police officers. So Government pro-
posed to start a scparalc Department with a District ‘Transport
Officer and a full-fledged staff with him. Now we are spending
a considerable amount for this organisation without knowing
whether the Department is working to our satisfaction and
that pcople gencrally are benefited or not. Some years have
already passed and what we are noticing? My Friend, Mr.
Goswami, placed certain facts before the House for consideration,
From this it will be best judged whether the Transport Depart-
ment has’ worked better under the District Transport Officers
or was it bctter in the provious tume when it was under the
Police Department. Sir, you luwg seen things in Ga.uhati and
other places, }_)ut the people of Cachar are worst hit by the
working of this Dcpartment due to the fact that not a single

and that there is no Government

road has been nationalised
organisation in that part of the country with the

3 t
f‘zzﬁisgjft)ﬁat the geoplc have to depend mainly on the public
jers and prlvat(:-owucc_l transport for going from one place
o2 We have noticed that in some roads very rotten
buses are being passed by the Department as fit
T do not understand how these rotten trucks z}nd busesJ

fo-r}?sel:ottcn bodies and worn out machineries, engines, etc,
witl L stop at least ten times in their journey from Silchar to
whic et causing undue trouble and hardship to the
Karnl‘lil.g public every time are passed. Tt is really surprising
travelling Jings could happen unless there is an unholy alliance

; e £I 5
how ih;is the District Transport Officers and the permit holders,

he true that out of, say, a hundred trucks, 5 or 6 may
L een passcd through negligence Or oversight. But the fact s

¢ of one hundred such trucks and buses, 80 or more haye
that ou sed in this manner. Therefore, our obvious conclusjon
been pa::hcse arc passed without proper checking or, as I haye
that must be some unholy and illicit alliance between
id, there cly the Government Department and e

ies, nam 1
thcse.ﬁwlfof);;;s_ > gomebody says it is a hanky-panky Dbusiness
aately, we cannot give much credit to the newly
Unf‘o.rtud District Transport Officers who are supposed o

ointe od services to the Decpartment. But as a matter f
artment is deteriorating further because of thejp

e D€ :
t}cllministratlon. . ;
5t is a fact that Mr. Goswami has pointed out that
Sll‘:lc s and buses, when they ply at night, do not dim ¢
these t¥ thelr lights and it is a danger to cars coming from th,

ut ou djrection. Even when you travel in a privaté car you

L ——
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must stop it when passing these trucks and buses at night to
save your car and your own life. So, until and unless there 1s
a proper checking on this, it is impossible to avoid accidents.

We have also noticed in matters of collection of fees and
taxes by this Department—although it is exclusively meant for
collection of Motor Vehicles Taxation Act, the collection 1is
very uncatisfactory. In many cases vou will see that huge
arrears accumulated in the Department which justifies the fact
that there is no proper checking and supervision in this respect
also. I must place before the House that this accumulation of
fees, fines and taxes is due to the fact that certain influential
persons of the Congress Party are having permits for running
these trucks and buses. Due to the undue influence of these
persons it has become difficult for the District Transport Officers
to issue strict orders and notices for collection of fees, etc.,
which resulted in the accumulation of arrears.

Now, Sir, coming to the next point. You will see that the
incidence of taxation under the Motor Vehicles Taxation Act
is much higher in our State when compared with other States
like West Bengal, Madras and Bombay.

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister): Did he say
Assam is higher or lower, Sir?

. . Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: I said that in Assam
1t 15 higher when compared with other big cities and States.
On the other hand we expect that when this taxation is higher,
the people who own trucks or buses would get Dbetter
facilities of tar-macadamised good roads. But unfortunately the
road system in our Staie is the most unsatisfactory. I do mnot
understand where all this money from motor taxes go. When,
as I have said, the incidence of taxation from Motor Vehicles
Taxation Act is higher, Government ought to have spent more
money in the improvement of roads and bridges in every part of
the State, Even before rains, some roads in Ciachar District were

closed for wheeled traffic; who will compensate this loss to
permit holders ?

Then again, Sir, it has been noticed that the compensation
that is being given to the Local Bodies out of this Motor Vehicles
Act is negligible—this year it has increased a bit. But if the
Government view the matter dispassionately they must allot
more funds to these Local Bodies because, pérticularly in the
urban areas, you will see that fleet of trucks and buses generally
ﬂQCk together and damage a big portion of their roads, I?Ut
with the amount of compensation that the Local Bodies receive
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from this tax, it is impossible for them to repair these roads.
So I would appeal to the Government to look into this matter
also and see their way if they caninot increase this compensatory
grant to the Local Bodies so that they can also upkeep their
roads which are being damaged by this Motor Vehicles Depart-

ment. . :
With these words, Sir, I support the Cut Motion moved

by my Friend, Mr. Goswami.

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA  (Minister) : Mr.
Deputy Speaker, Sir, my I'riend, Mr. Goswami, criticised that
there is less control and supervision in .chccking cases of
overloading. DBut, Sir, unless thesc overloading cases are brought
to the notice of the Government by those who happen to
know all about them, it is very diilicult to take any action in
those cases. In this conncction, 1 must mention that last year
when my Friend made this samec criticism, I requested him to
bring such cases to mny notice or to the Department so that I or

the Department can take action—he nced not go to the court
for that because thec Secrctary, Regional Transport Authority,
ion on such rcport. Unless these cases

has power to take acll > Ur :
of overloading are brought to our mnotice, it is very difficult

to take necessary action. In every month, in every district
mobile court gives surplisc visit aud takes action against
over-loading casecs and other oilencgs committed by the permit
ho'der under the Motor Vehicles Act.

Shri HARESWAR
driver and not the owncr o
Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister) : Whether they
fi i rt »
w??htgfqucg;ve;ngl judgment. It iswell known to my honourable
Friend that practiéally every mon_th mol:plc courts Visit these
) ke action against the permit holdep

_roads without noticc and tak _
for breach of the provision ol Motor Vehicles Acts and rules made

thereunder.

GOSWAMI: They fine only the
f the vehicle.

The Depariment have cight District Transport Officers ang
_eight Motor Vehicle Inspectors. It is not possible for thesc Disgricy
Transport Officers to inspect and check all the motor vehicles o
the road and to take action aganst the oﬁ"e_nders. It is not thejr
~duty also though Government have authorised them to do go g

_the Enforcement Branch has not yet put into action. For that
reason, the Government has sanctioned an Enforcement Branch,

and for appointment of those persons in the Enforcement Branch,

he owner of the vehicle, I canuot interfere

|
1
|
|
|
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the Government had to go to the Public Service Commission. As
a matter of fact, the appointment of such persons had to be con-
fined to the retrenched personnel of the Supply Department. The
Public Service Commission has submiited a list of probably 17
hands for being appointed in the Enforcement Branch. In order
of merit, 8 persons werc appointed. Of these 8 persons, two or
three persons only joined, and others did not join because they
have got appointments elsewhere. Even today I passed orders to
appoint 3 persons out of the list submitted to the Government
by the Public Service Commission. In this way I have been
able to appoint only 5 persons out of the 17 names submitted
by the Public Service Commission. These 5 persons have been
directed to proceed to Dergaon for undergoing training there.
Three have been appointed today. Without training it is not
possible to obtain efficient service from them. They will have to
be trained in our workshop at Gauhati for some time also. So
we have already appointed 5 persons as Sub-Inspectors in the
Enforcement Branch and another 3 have been appointed to-day.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : Sir, may I suggest to
the Government for giving a direction to the Public Service
Commission to take an under-taking from the applicants that
when a candidate is interviewed by the Public Service Commis-
sion, if he is given a job, he will have to accept it.

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister) : Sir, how
can I force the hands of the Public Service Commission and com-
pel anyone to join in the service when he is in another Govern-
ment service probably better than one in which he has been
Serving at'present ?

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: Sir, Government should
give definite direction to the Public Service Commission to
take undertaking frem candidates that when a candidate is
interviewed, if he is given the job, he should accept it.

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister) : Sir, how can
we enforce it on the Public Service Commission? The policy
of the Government is to give preference to the retrenched
personnel of the Supply Department, In making such appoint-
ments, we sent all the names of the retrenched personnel received
from the Departments for selection for appointments by Public
Service Commission. In this particular case. the Public Service
Commission had selected 17 names in order of merit. We have
been appointing one after another. The candidates have
probably got better appointments in the meantime in othexf"
Departments and hence they did not join. These are some o
the reasons why there is delay in bringing this Enforcement
Branch into action.
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Then as regards the i i

‘ s the introduction of met

; : er-box

the information _()f the honourable Members that’ ; dstatc tor
bef;n passed for introduction of meter-box in taxis at é)r Er’ P
Shillong, and probably the last date of such ;nt ?iu atl and
meter-box roduction of
tion has filed a petition asking for some time to purchase th
meter-boxes. I allowed them only one month’g,ptime eThe
lawyers gencrally come and press for them. SOmctimcs. MLe
Ag also come€ and press for them for siving them some time Ly

AURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: S;
ome and not the lawyers alone. A: SmynaEy

Shri G
others also ¢
Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister) : Sir, in this

particular case he is a lawycr.

may be unregistered taxis. But t i

the District Transport Officer anc}h%S; :ﬁzlsﬁzgﬁn

Court, action 18 taken against them. £

My Friend also indicated that the number of Inspectors a

not sufficient. We have not yct been able to put them i :‘e
{ insufficient, number may be increased but asr;e(::

There
detected DY

work. If founc . :
¢ has not been pos.sﬂ?le to put them into action because the
P undcrgoiﬂg training at Dergaon. Y

about the speec of trucks, it is very difficult to

Then, Sir, i : ; -
X b Q ne TUucK exceeding S)Ced l. Z
detect who runs % speed Limit. If
honourable Friend finds that a truck or a vehicle does not Iirly
him pass and drive at the spccd of 50_1mlcs or more per hoguVe
1l report the same SO that action could be taken 1{’

r Chief Minister found one truck Hieh dig

s on the road, he reported the matter and

ive him pass ., 4 :
not & A :mmediately taken against the driver.

action
i I'IARESWAR GOSWAMI : Sir, :
read?l:'ell)orted the matter to the Police at Nongoggﬁ, 1 had a].

i SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister) : Si
b 12151‘:0 know the ime wheh i reported the 2natter‘,r,s£ ngan
e & nquire and report to him if any action was taken again::

ESWAR GOSWAMI : In the last November

H
Shr} the Assembly.

gegsion O
SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister) : But, Sir

Shri ot it
R qend did 0o inform me. 1 could have taken some action

was 1st of March. Now the Taxi-Owners’ ASSociE

i

p— o) ————— Y il

— N



1956] DEMANDS FOR GRANTS 941

My Friend has also referred to certain applications on which
the Regional Transport Authority did not take any action for a
long time. Sir, he is an eminent lawyer and he knows that the
Regional Transport Authority is a quasi-judicial body. So how
can I interfere with the action of the Regional Transport Autho-
rity ? If the Regional Transport Authority’s action is not accord-
ing to law, one can file an appeal to the Appellate Authority.

Shri DHARANIDHAR BASUMATARI : Sir, may I know

if the Government has fixed any rate of taxi fare at Gauhati ?

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister): Yes, Sir.
You can ask for the list showing the rate of fare from the
?ﬁvers. They are bound by rules to produce it when asked
or.

Shri DHARANIDHAR BASOMATARI: Sometimes
the drivers charge as much as Rs.3 for a trip from Gauhati Court
to Ujanbazar.

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister): If these facts
are brought to the notice of the local authorities, certainly
action would be taken against them.

Y Shri DHARANIDHAR BASUMATARI: What is the
rate, Sir ?

_Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister): I cannot say
ofl-hand, Sir.

Shri BIMALA KANTA BORA: The list showing the
fates may be fixed on the body of the taxi itself.

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister): Thatis the
Lule, Sir., If it is not obtained action will be taken if and when
Teported,

My Friend, Shri Ranendra Mohan Das, has criticised that
the rate of taxes is higher in our State. Tt ig Ot 8. LSt st
rate of taxes of motor vehicles in the State of Madras is the
highest. Ours was, I think, the lowest in some cases. The rules
have been revised and the rate has been increased by 50 per
cent only, Even then our rate is not higher than those of other
States. Owur rate is lower in comparison with the other States.
Finance Commission suggested to increase our financial resources
to the increased expenditure in Second Five-Year Plan. So in
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order to increase the resources of our State to meet the require
ments of the finances for implementing the Second Five-Year
Plan, the rates have been increased only by 50 per cent. Even
then our rate is not higher than what is prevailing in other
States. Our rates arc published in the Gazette and my Friend
can compare it with those of other States.

My Friend, Mr. Das, also accused the Government for the
unholy alliance of the District Transport Officers with the permit:
holders. Sir, the permits are issued by the Regional Transport
Authority. The Deputy Commissioner presides over the
meeting. The Supcrint(:ndcnt of Police is a 1_ncmbel' and there
are another 10to 15 non-official members in the Regional
Transport Authority Board. The ._S:-:cretaries of the Regional
Transport Authority who are District Transport Officers, cannot

jssue any permit of their own accord.

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: I did not complain
about the issue of permit. ~ What [ said was that when a
ermit is issued and the vehicles pl}f on the road, that unholy
alliance grows up between them. The taxes are not properly
collected. The vehicle 1s not properly checked.

A Minister): Sir, th
SIDDHINATH SARMA ( ] g
0 s(:]:rl'l‘ransport Officers are not appointed for checking
Distri They are not appointed for that purpose. They only
ur-po'ses'ddition to their duties, as it has not yet been possible to
do it 1n Enforccmﬁﬂt Branch in duty. SO0 we have asked them to
do the checking whenever they get Luné
3 NDRA MOH AN DAS: Can the Enforcement

B Sil:r:h%ipgfe engines, cte. of the vehicle ¥

ranc :
. INATH S ABRMA (Minister) : It appears
m%ﬁ‘using with duties and function of Motor
1s gctors' There are eight Motor Veh.icles Inspectorg
Vehicles Ir]lj?gtri -t Transport Officers: Motor Vehicles Inspectors
htﬁtness ertificates after proper inspection of the vehicles

issué th the engine, etc.

RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: But they work under
hx?, ¢ ransport Officers. So 1t 15 immaterial who does
DiStrlcly want that they should be properly checked.

5 DHINATH SARMA (Minister) : Sir, when  the
Shl‘lrg:g_;)ates are given by the Motor Vehicles IHSPCCtor_

fitness €€

o\j-
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then only the vehicles are allowed to ply on the road. Sir, it may
be true that some owner of the vehicles, when they produce their
vehicles before the Motor Vehicles Inspectors for checking, they
put some new parts and after obtaining the fitness certificate,
when they put the vehicles on the road, they may remove
them, The Motor Vechicles Inspectors have been authorised
to check the vehicles on the road.
I have asked them all, although it does not come strictly
under the purview of their duties and function, to check motor
vehicles on the roads. This fact was raised in the last Budget
Session and I issued orders to that effect immediately.
Shri BIMALA KANTA BORA: How
stop replacement of new parts by old parts ?
Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister) :
done by constant checking.

As regards the model, I have already stated that
it can be fixed by the Regional Transport Authority. It
is a quasi-judicial body and I cannot interfere with its
decision unless somebody comes with an appeal against the
decision.

Sir, I think I have replied to all the points raised by my
Friends, Shri Goswami and Shri Ranendra Mohan Das, an

1 assure the Members that steps will be taken, if and when any
offences committed under the Motor Vehicles Act are brought

to my notice. My Friend will see his way to withdraw his Cut
Motion

you propose to

This can be

(The Cut Motion was, by the leave of the House, withdrawn.)

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : The
sum of Rs.12,70,700 be granted to the

defray the charges which will come in course of payment

during the year ending 31st March, 1957 for the administration
of the head ¢“12.—Charges on account of Motor Vehicles
Taxation Act.”’

question is that a
Minister-in-charge to

(The Motion was adopted.)
GRANT No.8

13, —Other Taxes and Duties®®

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister): Mr. Deput)t[
peaker, Sir, on the recommendation of the Governor 9:
ssam, I beg to move that a sum of Rs.6,52,000 (Rupees st*

lakhs; fifty-two thousand), be granted to the Miniscer-in-chacze
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to defray the charges which wil come in course of payment
during the year ending 31st March, 1957 for the administration
of the head ‘¢13.—Other Taxes and Duties.”

M. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Motion movedis that
a sum of Rs.6,52,000 be granicd to the Minister-in-charge to
defray the charges which will come in course of payment
during the year ending 31st March, 1957 for the administration
of the head ‘¢13.—Othecr Taxes and Duties.”

There are two Cut Motions. (Shii Ranendra Mohan Dag
took his stand to move the Cut Motion in his name). I think
Shri Bhattacharyya will do better to move the Cut Motion apd

you will speak on it.

Shri GAURISANKAR BH?TTACHARYYA: Mr.

Juty Speaker, Sir, [ beg to move that the total provision r

I]g:-%us)éjo()% under Grant No.8, Major head—13.—OQOther Taxgs

aid Duties, at page 42 of the Budgci, be reduced by Re.l, ie.

the amount of the whole grant of  Rs.6,52,000 do stang
reduced by Re.l.

In bringing this Motion I do 1_1101‘ propose to takealong
dime of the House. My purposc is to draw the pointeg
attention of thc Minister only to a few points, Firstly, wig,
ard to the question of Sales Tax, we find that unfortunatel

re : ey B _ .

inftead of giving further 1cllef_1o 1]1.c-._poore{. section of g
eople the common man, a new Imposition has been brollght

}jn for example, tax on ‘Bidi’, which is mostly used by the
3

common pecople. The Mix]iste1'-i11.-pllarg(i might say that smoygy
is a bad habit, and therefore it shou’d not be encouraged
Might be it is 0, but we have got mﬂl]l} .bild habits.  Bug ¢ .
after all a very common feature. Ull.(.la.%‘ ‘al‘]d' until we oy
persuade the people to refrain from using ‘Bidis’ or anp o
bad habit by educating them by propaganda and by such
other means, I do not think it VV-IH be_ Proper to put restrictioy o
the manner Government wants to pu]t.. on the use of Bidis, More.
over, it is also doubtful] whether smoking pf ‘Bidis’ doeg More
ood or evil. Becausc pcople require some amount ¢
Colaxation. If a poor cultivator or a rickshaw puller njoys
little bit of relasation by smoking a Bidi or two, I do not think
that it 1is unnecessary. Because relaxation is needed |y
everybody. As they are poor peoplcg they cannot afford to hal
costly cigarettes or scented “Tambul” brought from Lucknoy o
good tea with sweets, Tea is also not helpful (o health, |t

-1

,.-‘—"—'--m [ ——— [}
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has got vices along with virtues. But this tea is left untouched.
‘That being so, I do not understand why in a welfare State,
where welfare of the common people is the professed objective,
‘Bidi’ should be brought under the purview of the Sales Tax.

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): Is not
smoking a luxury?

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA - Smoking
of ‘Bidis’ in my opinion is not so much a luxury as a
relaxation or comfort. It is not just like lip-sticks or scents or
such other things which are quite useless and which are still
free from heavy taxation,
\

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Bhattacharyya, ladies
will object.

~ Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: No,
Sir, our good ladies will not object, because they do not use
such stufls.
Shri RAM NATH DAS (Minister): We have, Sir, only
one lady Member in the House.

Shri :AURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA : But there
are wives of the hon. Members (Laughter).

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: Sir, the question

NOW arises is: who are the good and who are the bad ladies ?

. Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: In the
nterest of harmonious family life, we must give them that
compliment,

. My point is, Sir, that the vast majority of our people do use
‘Bidis’ as a sort of relaxation, This habit is not quite new to
our people nor a habit which is not prevalent in other countries.
It is a'habit with the people of all other countries, If you
would take a census of all the adult male population, you will
sce that the vast majority of them are used to ' smoking.
therefore do not think” Government is justified to impose
additional tax on the common men of the welfare State. SO
far my information goes, no other State hasimposed tax on Bidis.

In my previous Budget speech, I had sajd something
abgut sugar, In view of the transport  bottlenecks, we€ 11
Shillong are purchasing sugar at Re.l per seer. This being
2 Occessary thing—all doctors will say that it is necessary,
because it gives vigour and vigour is necessary for
health—this additional ~tax on sugar should be removed.
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Sugar is nccessary particularly for the growth of bones and
marrow of the children. We should see that our future
ceneration becomes stronger with bones and marrow and to
do this sugar ought to have been exempted. I come to
matches. We have rcad in the books that in the old days
the Rishis used to rub wood and stones to get fire. Now-a-
days thatsystem has vanished and maiches bave cone instead and
even the poorest of the poor has to use matches. So, Sir,
imposition of this tax ol matches is also a tax on the common
man. Iurthermore, the Minister-in-charge had given some
promise on the floor of this House that with _1'egard to the
sales tax on medicine, Government would consider the matter
so that some relict to the people can be given. Government has
not given any noticéable relicfin this respect. Government had
said that for the medicine prepared in _the Pharmacies on
the prescription of the doctor some relief would be given.
1 his statement will be found in the Assembly record itself.
But the exemption has not becen given as yet AS. regards
salt, Sir, in spite of the past promises to give some relief to the
poor section of the people 1n _rcgard to sales tax, far from
giving relief, Government '1-1215 1111pqsed further tax on the
common man: 1 think, Sir, this is not proper. Secondly,
there are certain things on VVthhl‘ Government has arbitrarily
decided to 1mpose€ higher rate ol ta:;, as f'qr examplg:, onion,
Government 1s considering onion to be a kind of spice and
not vegctable. If the ’l\/hnwtcr—]n-cllar‘gf: goes to a Muslirp
house of his own constituency andll paltak_e a _meal there, if
he has no objection, he will |sce that c&non is served ag a
kind of vegetable and not1 aﬁig 5113109;- lil(()t to Spleak of the
Muslims, even Very orthodox ralml?s e myself (la.uglzm)

getable.  In State like Madras onion is

i as ve
e But I do not know why our Govern-

regarded as vegctable- _ _ ¢ '
m%itdshould consider onion as 2 spice and impose a higher rate

of tax when in Madras, which is a land of orthodox Brahmins,
it has not been done SO By the imposition of higher rate
etz in this vespect, Government has been doing an
injustice to the poor section of the people. Onion might be
used in the past as 2 spice, butat present it is always used
s kind of vegetable. Now I come to entertainment tay,
In the matter of grantng relief in connection with entertain.
ment which is a sort of relaxation, we raised discussions on several
occasions in the past, but we now find that some relief has
been granted to Certain organisations but not to others and
thus discrimination has been made from the point of view
of encouraging certain types of art. This sort of diseri-
mination is not proper. After all our nation is to develop

iy
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culturally and so all sides of art should be equally encouraged.
The proper growih of the country can be possible only by
all sided cultural development.

My third point is with regard to realisation of this tax.
We notice a great amount of evasion of this tax. Govern-
ment would have carned much more money f{rom sales tax
and entertainment tax had there been no evasion. Unfortu-
nately this evasion takes place sometimes due to the fact that
the officers arc in league with the people concerned. Of course,
I cannot lay the entire blame on the Government. We have
not been able to raisc the mora! standard of our people or
nation to the proper level or standard and as a result of
this, bribery and corruption are not regarded now-a-days as
crimes. Formerly to give and accept bribe were used to be re-
garded as somec sort of a heinous crime. Now-a-days some
persons arc found to accept bribes and yet no serious action
is found to have taken on them. In place of dismissal
from service as punishment such people or officers are found to
rise ultimately. Such people are found to be given some
trusted position by the Government. For example, 1 give
the instance of a Decputy Director of Procurement. While in
this position, he carned a lot of money and as a result there was
a lot of talk and criticism by the public. He left
the job or went on retirement and then started a big business.
Such a person has been appointed by Ethe Government as
a Provincial Organiser of a semi-Government enterprise. What
impression will then the public have on this account? (A
voice from the 'L'reasury Benches: You are beating about
the bush). Yes, because such bushes are being nurtured by
some hon. Members; 1 have no alternative but to beat
about the bush. This is how, Sir, things are not done pro-
perly and tackled effectively. We find that bribery has
become almost a common thing among our officers with regar
to realisation of sales-tax and other taxes as well. It is pro-
bably known to all the hon. Members of this House that
there are some business people who keep 2 sets of K hatas :
One set for his own personal wusc and the other set for
inspection by the officers of the State Government or the
Central Government. If our officers are very careful then
such things can be detected. Those businessmen Who keep
two scts of HKhalas can easily eyade tax. Supposing
a businessman has earned a profit making him liable to pay
a tax of Rs. 50,000 and he does not show it in the & katas meant
for inspection and instead paid Rs.5,000 to the officer con;_
cerned as bribe, still then there will remain 2 surplus o
Rs. 45,000, and this Rs.45,000 is a big sum indeed !



948 AN ‘ RANTS
DEMANDS FOR GRANTS [24TH MARCH,

It is not necessary to give fi
. 2SS a give five | Y .
thousand does ¢ al de: [y housand ; VeSS
Sal aoes a grcal ¢ al. ,\r} suggestion Is that Govern
ment should be very particular and very careful in checking

these evasions. I" hope Government knows that there
15 Iarg(:-sz:alt_: evasion, cspecially by a section of rich
On the other side, we find that these

businessmen.
officers are to show some work to justify the salaries the
are drawing and, therefore, they go on harassing the sma]]e¥
of businessmen. Generally, we find that in the matter

section

of sales tax realisation there is a great deal of difficult

between the smaller section of businessmen and the ta:{

collectors and very Jittle between big businessmen and the
This is not because the big businessmen are

tax collectors. .
very good p.gople and smaller businessmen are people of lower

morals ; the reason is that the latter cannot offer big bribes
and so, tnesc unscrupulous 't)ﬂl(:cr:;, in  order to satisfy
Government that they arc doing some work, jump on the
smaller fries and the big guys escapc. Government should take
particular care to see that this does not hhppen. Of course
I am glad to say that in comparison with two years back the
behaviour of the Supcrintendents and other officers of the
Tax Department has slightly improved.  This must be recog-

sce that those who do their

nised. Government should tho:
job honestly and who deal with the public in a better manner

are encouraged and others are asked to emulate them. In
romotion and other facilities, those officers who

ter of ;
the matic .3 ientiously and deal with the public amiably

heir job conscl . ] '
d}? ;d bCJ givcll better consideration at the hands of the
i}ggernment than those who arc very harsh and at the same
time not Vvery immoral.

These arec the few observations I wanted to make in thig

nection. I hope Government will take my observations
con -~i¢ in which they have been made  and see thag

in the spiri . _

: . in future.

thlngl:\s/i ;mlgfgl‘;%rry SPEAKER : Cut Motion moved is that the
1 r.ovision of Rs. 6,52,000 _under Grant No. 8, Major

totfad Ii ~Other Taxes and Duties, at page 42 of the Budget

hea d éed by Re.l, . ¢., the amount of the whole grant of

bB e uooo do so stand reduced by Re.l

R,S.6,523
- RANENDRA MOHAN DAS : Mr. Deputy Speak
Sir ]‘.Slv’v’t:uﬁ like to say a few words about the Sales Tax ]%epai:;‘.’.
Shent. My Friend, Mr. Bhattacharyya, has spoken about increase
? ‘vems and I do not like to reiterate the same

of taxes on some 1 .
T am going to discuss the Department from different angle.

y

a
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Sir, we have seen that sales tax has come to stay in our
land and Government is deriving a substantial amount from the
Sales Tax Department. We are, frankly speaking, glad to
note that after 4 or 5 years of strenous fisht from this side
of the House, Government has agreed to impose tax at the
source, at least for some items of commodities which are
consumed in this State. The petty dealers will thereby be
greatly relieved from maintaining accounts, etc., for inspection
by the officers of this Department. On the other hand,
evasion of tax would be much less if the commodities are
taxed at the source. I am sure Government will get
a substantial amount by taxing at the source and the smaller
businessmen would breathe a sigh of relief,

. Now, Sir, when this Department has become a very
Important Department, every eflort should be made to remove
all kinds of lacuna in the Act. Firstly, it should be the
endeavour of the Government to see that small businessmen
are not harasscd unnecessarily. Mr. Bhattacharyya has cited
Some such cases ; on the other hand, we find big evasions
come from bigger section of merchants. So, if Government
wants that this Department should work properly this evasion
of tax by big merchants should be drastically checked.
I shall discuss about the system of appeals in the Sales Tax
Department. I have gathered some information and from my
Own experience I can say that in some cases of appeal, the
appellant authority being the  Assistant Commissioner, we
ave seen that the assessment which was made by the
Superintendent of Taxes are reduced to half and even less
than half by the Assistant Commissioner, This arouses
a suspicion in our mind that he was won over by the party ;
when the Superintendent could net be won over but the
appellate authority could be. The Superintendent, being officer
under the Assistant Commissioner, cannot push cases to the
higher authorities for the sake of his own safety in the Depart-
ment. My suggestion to Government therefore, is to
Cstablish a separatc appellate body having no connection with the
administration of the Sales Tax Department  so that they may
deal with these matters judiciousl. The Superintendent also,
not being under the administrative control of the appcllate
authority, will be able to push the case to higher authorities, if
Decessary. 1f this is done, evasion of taxcs can be checked

to a great extent. Also the appellate authority being
unconnected with the Department will be able to apply his judicial
mind to all cases. If this lacuna in the Act be removed,
I am sure Government, which needs more money for the
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implementation of the Second Tive-Year Plan, will get
a substantial amount of w hich they are deprived of now due to
evasion and negligence of the appe late authority or ofany
other officer and the merchants. At the same time, harass-
ment of small businessmen will be munnus?d. :
With these few words, I ]IN)in: the Minister-in-charge will
sider my Sllggt:%lifﬂl ; Sr).th:-t the Government can give relief to
g cople on the onc hand, and get more money, on the
g}zﬁeg;fcﬁr’thc iHII)IC]]}(']l'_Hii()]} of the Second Five-Year Plan.

Shri MOHENDRANAT H DEKA: Mr. Deputy Speakers
i ‘he Budget head--other items, we see  that
Qir, when we go (o ) o : :

i, 32 .57.000 the income derived under taxes from sales
a .1“"11 e riutiw—; rupecs one Ccrore and five lakhs is from
tax anc O1cCcr 5 . el i R

p from sales tax. [t is the only tax under which the
recelpés_tlt[rc- is very small if we compare with other sources
o ts (jlit of this amount of onc crore and five lakhs
Oflrccz(JE;);:. cent s spent towards cxpenditure on collection
only, =
administrat:o:j.

i I have words to 58y against the contention of

Sjl;i- : U_’g_(“ll%,ll':'\'é;l 01l ’l.?’l_'xii.i;cmll on Bi(’li I want to draw the
Mr. B 1attact %)

i f the Housc tO the Rahim Bif.}_i' prop_aganda van
attention Ol . ht on the pitch roads of (Gauhati Town with
noving .—fvu]y 11.(,?(I 1;1(‘,'11[_% and singing songs with loud speaker
variety r)f' co ol_.;TC’ i]l'_i']itv of Bidi. This van is an example to

ropagating t1 Rahilnl Bidi Company is draining out money

show how lhl‘b Sale T hope, my Iriend will not deny the

from our peor pe t}rl%g Rahim Bidi, lakhs of rupees 1s squeezed

fact f,hiE}t H{mﬁu‘ m'aﬁs p;;up]c. ( Hear, hear). Does he fing
TO )

way ( 1
a’ieasurc in hearing

does he oppose with

the songs of this Bi‘diﬁ? If he does not, why
the proposal ol ({(?Y.Cl"li})11611t for taxing
PP every rupce on the Sj?l(‘. of Bidi ? Does this tax
only 2 }31‘-‘3 O}: . will be spent for our mass peoplq, cause
of 2 Plcet:;v}-iiflz 2 Does he not grudge the firm of Rahim Bidi

headachc o and that is also from the pocket of our
- hs of rupec

POOI' 'peOPle ?
Bsil&fﬁworkcrs also who get money.
are

. MOHENDRANATH DEKI} After paying the

Shri ¥ Jso the proprictor of this Bidi company earns huge

Ridi work(;:i.s 131 is squeezed out from our common mass. I do

amount w thIld thy he does mnot raise any objection to the

no:n 1;233‘75 tiking away lakhs of rupces from the common mass,
co

!l‘?‘-.
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but he objects to this raising of tax of only 2 pice per rupee
in the sale of Bidi, which amount of tax will go to ameliorate
the conditicn of our common mass. So, my request to
Mr, Bhattacharyya would be that instead of making such un-
necessary objection for having a small tax on Bidi, he will, in
future, take such action as will help our common mass use
Bidi less than now.

With these words, I oppose the Cut Moticn moved by
Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya.

Shri MAHENDRA HAZARIKA: = isdin  $«dtars J0eiwd
ifgs v @t FEtfivas 93 Ny GlFEms St fAach w6
o3BT gEetach w{acg—sta ([wEldie) wfFats 98 f4n corm 1 cordee fAfS
oft Stz (AT ..., a voice) ‘erws 7 == 4T3 AACE
itz FiFce <12 {903 72 AnicaeT i@

SAtaTw rglwn, ST SEGtT TeaE g cr fJfe ofm e e
%9 ; T gatag (comfort 3) Fawd 2 | O FA0d AFAtAFAT WA T
F9 Eftw w37 |

T3 e gudt (wfoate wiar@ I¥ TEm 1 @R A9 gw 1S
AT w2es) aga on IFH FIAMEF IS TIeT §F WS @2 T AR
s aife |

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: csfoal=
fr7e fife wifera? |

Shri MOHENDRA HAZARIKA : g Al
FEC S| i S S G A A arAlT AR wiws s
0T qezfom |0 EEA AW SR wiilgw AR TRl sime (rrd 0RE]

4 2517 =717 =get @icsl 9% AMAA 3wT Aty faowy S fes ) afonis
Z Mg tmem whg | 24l o @it @w sitgiRed grgical qew TifT 2@
4Tt sgs e @va ofeTs @ 98 AT oRiE bl wify wicaiel
wfTSta tarm | awfd "scel Atz 9F & 43 siwhs ISR §4% AR |

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA : fafs cafcdian
R Afacy | )

Shri MAHENDRA HAZARIKA : wgg saig o (59
@R 77 Bre7 @tsta Bva  cztg A 3O MAwdt @i wfsts e
FREG | orF wiaes AN BIFIE F9 AN wigfosa cia =tz | F=90D
5ITNA 77 AeATATE @8 w4 Wil SfAng | 4Ny fawe  g@E Beicd
ATRT A clted Ff@ e A, FiAe waAfry ey ;0 BT O129C32
At basiae w4 Awta Ffacg AT AT AFAtaind qtges (MeEE TYLOT
ZRA poftn | AT FA 16T TleT S iy sppazm gemrse €251 AT
AClded  wirm  ziEEd @F Al wchle esdas w9 ACAIEiE
7918 Bfps 3ficg 72 SILal |
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- csfira AT F3 AT s 8 @ 6T MaRdrs RS IR T
'«Ha;?r qtez wq 45971 FA Wi gz w49 9d49s F4 a3 | (i IRITIA
5zt Wcz ot ann  fwyhta A f1 utatq szia @l #fT 9b) 998

SiraAtEa BE A9Z1 G | 1% TG @B W

ogwita atata favica | 13 (S
AT AT AlEAwT (200 | IAEitS 2 AR v i §l

oo [

Arstatcdr A i 3
Sedlaare ALt wfa4, F1ad wq3 YBAT afa #ta 1 @% ¥ i E
43a7tA1 ATAA edaT FFIR «fs % “a6) {Z6it | afe  atla rdT Bafe

aq4 Aot [t erated, azca dIaT 9 FRed

#{qq aAtest (STAZTA
Bl g AA THTA ) ara AT A4 (AT fAINTE 48 AT R AR |

TE—

gl AtTafia feeds Gifa ¢ali4iq BI¥T 89aT giF I3 el S
Gifsm | BiE cHtata A= T BAFE T 9 zifacz z0 | of o AR
eda® (A 7a i F#lEcy 1A AT =rala THBIAT sledrats ik ¥67 gqwl
=ta a¥ facaldrs ==l |
fs =IfT wic oA, afaE defmFs 7 ste
salz, Alp-dta @ifT =4, =< Bilm 2za W3 | 4 Rates 5w o
% FAlee AtalAdrs ata BF1 4I6E WSk AT, O 4MEPRER
% ey caiABia BIAcA ATFIET ciiT e 20 w1 erm
At A Al T ranE 2 9l v77 fAEtes fAfats Te-dts
7 7i0E Gtatd EIEIRER edas o s
=7 AANH gf@iws @yl sfes

(oeF 7741 24, (12 A=At
cate Adca | AfsrE 72 AT
<5167 slediats 1 757 U=ld wifrs 7% ©F fFraldie sfam |

Shri BISWADEV SARMA : Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir
we all know smoking isa petty VICE. At least smokers a’lwa ;
take this excuse. A welfare Statc cannot encourage thi)s’
So. 1 oppose M. Bhattacharyya’s contention that it isa
pleasure for people to smmoke.  If this contention is accepted
with regard Lo liquor, there are qlsu pecople who say that they
hecause it gives them pleasure. So ;ﬁ)s

are takin liquor ( .k }
5 1ly incorrect, but it is harmful. }

Fat e[F« 15 GifHE =9 |

Y
A
|

4
=+

|
,..:;ﬁ e

F s

contention is not ol :
Sir, I also take this QP_P_O”UH}W to draw the attention of
the Government to the activi ties of a certain Bidi company ywho
distribute Bidis to school-going Ch;!d}‘cn- I have seen at Tezpur
Ve dilue representative.s of this Bidi company give 2 Bidis (o éi
the school children with a cupon : if that boy can prodyce ;
the conpon the next day, he gets 4 Bidis and also on the third
day he gets 8 Bidis and soon. In this way, Sir, the Bidj
company encoura moking of Bidis in the country and tja¢
too among school-going children—they are pupils of ¢
Middle Vernacular and Middle Ep l-uﬁ.
request Government to take imme(%};
hat this smoking habit does not Spreaj

gcs S1Mo

Lower Primary,
Schools. So, T would
steps to check this so €
in the country.

With  these
Mr. Bhattacharyya.

words, Sir, I oppose the Cut Motion of
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Shri DHARANIDHAR BASUMATARI : si@dls 84i4m
AR, (13 9% SHIEHT Sledtata Feq ofwlach ¢iwa edqs (TiRaE sifFfgen
(A (TS MMMt AT BoAFlaq Flagd o5 L7 GImF 5IFRTF 42 FING
_ TR 37, fogcordor fRfse a6 Swd =7 sta o ofit 3994 «tea
' Ui (72 WA 7T S ofeqiw Fhem |

(O4re f4i%7 eriae F3  Fz@la TN 0w | AwTtEce Qi @fon 4ES
ARt @tatg stiasn calcs & B qAETH | (srdrs ldItam e
MWot4ma saw  wfRcas @ f&fea Huminating light {3 pas atfca?
@fF, ¥ Re 7 Rfea oba7 3513 aifiats wifzcy cafs, Fa (ARt |
fos cerdre e Fals (1fEs 22es 3 [fer eI Aw0a (oraas 4FA0R
@R Flardz fafea =< Brad a7 ciaifEea |

f1 zew, facdsrs wiats gazidla s wioskcs Afs = golte =R
1 g5 gl AM2fHm ; wie fepaicn oz 5w aelted  Atscs cidls oa
foollcab <f3 4i3fEa, aiza sidiie I <77 eI et @EE [ 3G
Wew ) aify wifn 93 B aiffr goam z wmfE, ataid geife Toad
lier 799 @lfyy 71f Tz 4odtea dfs sRatars afy firg 1 Afs AT @
feaiq TE Gl tzee ©lF wwtas T3 (IR frm @Bl ot BeR
fm ) Totcg Wiy 0 mza fovas sae a7 wminTe T caile g7 R0 |
OBISH Bedtare afv @2 3w FT 90t St covded SCAIGAE 1 2palfe-
M FRrarzred cors caig Fa=eT TR 1 (3TATT 9 AT (3 @B F[Eea Ig=
T 935 [iGq 4aeeag 3 seAe @b Fim Az | R TE @ [Afea feT
I Rete obtalwa Itgs v 3 w4 Iye sfece a2 SfeF 1 qeIite
I gagiG awAe ol WE LOIN0  IRACATT WMET  waES @I
bMCF 94 Nam AT FA @ADL (9 W FE o gucal SlaiE
:"ﬂ Rea) «z ffee @M wdtwcais ciag sl a7 =99 3fa 7% F9
I

afsta f344b e alm FIF@ @M 9w dima siacd TRa Ty 7R
TG | @3 crm 799 fowre Rife @B | oifers ffer zw =4 ciats 72
S treg i ordre ik 3 sl Fiiog G1E0E AREtaEds BAIANCA
TR 717 | ISt SEicHT Tledtalz ﬁ'ﬁsa 8ATS (B =FArsiigig it sIFicE
f1 3 wfRat otEcs o Reciflel TS g AR | it @z wEd
. U™ 77 fH=ifie FfEcs |

Shri HEM CHANDRA HAZARIKA : goiigrw wcaiva, @iFta
@S fifg opa ez ot WM @FA TS Il | frgw SHETT
BTz Rifga Boiwifae fuc (wlals 2 <isfas wificg) | wisics @il
T goits 4fS wfafenn [ ewam@ A oz s  «rwacg @
AMgZ | wtics ez et 4igfEE o siacd feoatg) Tz dete A
a9t 377 (i fAfE,—F1Rd @ 12T wfE of 298 focaielz @die AR
fa ey 4 =R er ows wis W3 s | wife sdgg P
T feraet® #HY wifemta araree Mbs Ffadarr  f&afg of4 i@ ¢4l
A |y it e @i Fon fetatel  waze ciedats cdlsT A
AN R OF i ol WA | AT AT mAIM A (giataen A 6
A afr win1  qFMm R wfe  wrezeim s @A 26
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2[b12 (RIAIT FTF 1T =2 w7 (AfT Al 3% 33" e F@l . @R

zEiq ¢zEE b= Tata €3 4 S W 2rm 1 lferTF a3 2e fafsaedie 6
Affzra o 29 | TEFTA CAFIT =%z Prohibition 77 7@ A,

fafea edas BH AP 3% A ATAE aAferE TR % T6 A
Rt frs =facs

Shri MOTIRAM BOR:'_‘- (f\'Iinister) . 1\/_[1‘. Deputy
Speaker, Sir, I am very thankful to the hon. Members
sitting on the opposite, specially i view of the fact that this
small matter has aroused such lively interest in the House. I
am also thankful to (hem for the suggestions that they have
offered to Governmeciif in the course of their speeches made on
the floor of this House. Now some of my honourable Friends
have replied to them very aptly and eloquently. Therefore, T
would not like to speak o1 the points which have already

been dealt with by them.

So far as taxation on Bidiis concerned, my honourable
Friend, Shri Bhattacharyya, says that Bidi is not a luxury and it
is a necessity of the poor. It s :‘.10ul3tful, hC_ saYys, whether it
is dangerous to health or not. Thercfore, thisis a tax on the
comfort of common meDn. do mnot like to deal with this
matter, except by saying that prolgably my honourable Friend
knows how somc QF bur merchants in Assam earn lois of
money by selling Bidi. I know of one man that by selling
Bandar Bidi he earns more than a lakli of rupees as commis-
som.  Sir, what we are going to do by this taxation measure
is that we want to impose tax at the very source. As has been
referred to by MY honourable Frle_ncl, Shri .Rauendra Mohan
Das, that by such a measure we _w:ll be faI_lmg upon this kind
of people who are importing Bidi from outside the State, and
not on the ordinary sellers Qf Bidi.  As has already been
replied to by my hono.urablc Friend, Shri Mahendra cNa.th Deka,
that proceeds from this measurc wguld be less th?,n.). per cent
of the amount spent by our people in A,SSEI.HI on Bidi, I do not
like to say anything more. .don t think my honourable
Friends sitting on the opposite side would very much grudge

on this matter.

My honouable Friend, Shri Biswadev Sarma, has brought
to our mnotice a revealing information. I did not know that
the distributors of Rahim Bidi were going to our school boys
in the manner described by him. If T had known that
before. I could have made some provision for prevention of

such things in the present Bill itself. By the present Bill we are

o B

.;’M —— ,-’_'ﬂ -
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trying to imposc tax on such people who import Bidi and
sell it. But these pcople who are distributing Rahim Bidi
are not sclling Bidi. ‘They are only distributing Bidi. Any-
way, this matter will be looked into, and if necessary and
possible, some taxes will be levied on such distribution of
Bidi. I take note of this.

Now, Sir, my honourable Friend, Suri Bhattacharyya,
has brought to the atteniion of the Government that
there should be exemption of tax on entertainment: By
this probably he is rcterring to exemption fromm the enter-
tainment tax which some people at Gauhbati wanted about
ayear back. But, Sir, in the name of entertainment it
some people wanted to propagate a paricular kind of politi-
cal creed, probably Government cannot allow such exemption
to this kind of enteriainment. It was not a case of single
entertainment. it was not free from politics. There was
some motive behind this kind of entertainment. Government
was satisfied that by this kind of entcrtainment the organisers
Wanted to propagate some kind oi political creed among our
people. So, Sir, how can Government be a party to such
kind of things ; and that is why Government did not allow
exemption of tax (o such kind of entertainment.

With regard to sugar my honourable Iriend, Shri Bhatta-
charyya urges on the Government that there should be no
tax on sugar. In this connection he was also very very aptly
replied to by my honourable Friend, Shri Mahendra
Hazarika, from Nowgong. Besides, I would like to draw the
attention of the House to the ifact that there are taxes on

‘\ Sugar in every other States of the Indjan Union, and only
‘ - In Assam there was no iax on sugar. In West Bengal and
adras, itis reported that the tax on sugar is four pice per

| Tupee whereas in Assam we are 'goiug to 1evy only two pice per
Tupee. We want to fall in line with other States of the

Indian Union, in the matter of {axation on sugar. But

In doing so, we have not gone to the extent which the other
States have been doing in this matter.

Ishould like to draw the att
) other thing. When I placed
1t disclosed a deficit—both capi

ention of the Members_to an-
my Budget before the House,
_ tal deficit and revenue deficit—
to the extent of nearly three crores and ninety lakhs. Now,
how to make up this big deficit and to make provision for finan-
cing the Second Five-Year Plan? in the developing stage of
our country, money is absolutely necessary. Personally I do
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notp like taxes ; it also aflects me. But what 1is the way
out? All other States in the Indian Union have done it and

we are following the suit.

. Then my I'riend, Shri Bhattacharyya, referred to certain
kinds of tax evasion in our State. Sir nobody denies it
and there is some kind of evasion of taxes everywhere in thé
country. We know what a vast amount of income-tax was
evaded by unscrupulous traders in our country during the
i These people are generally very ingenious and
their ingenuity and cleverness
are trying to rope in these

war period.
clever and taking advantage of
sort to such tactics. We

they rc¢ -
poeple, but sometimes, as 1S natural, we may fail. But our
honest eflorts are there and we are making some head-

As a result of our efforts, it will be seen
are going up from year to year. No
doubt there i8 still a great deal to be done. But if we get the
co—operation from the public, our efforts to prevent evasion and
to bring taX dodgers to book will be easier, otherwise it would
be difficult to rop¢ in these wealthy unscrupulous traders who
are in 2 position  to employ a large number of clerks under
them to maintain two scts of Khatas as to dodge the tax. On

.~ alone we cannot go and search their houses; there

difficulties. But if the_public come forward and help
1 :hformation in confidence, the clue will be

o rope in these people.
hcleul p d, Shri Ranendra Mohan Das, has spoken about

way in this matter.
that our tax ﬁgures

My Frien _ L
the provision of appeal the Sales-Tax Department. He says
me Cases of assessment by the Superintendents of Taxes
SO been lowered or reduced to a great

1, the taxes have
nd as such he opines that atleast something should be
ith it. ]i\{/_Iy Fﬁ‘lend knows well thata
of death given, after taking the verdict of the juro
gentence - gy the High GCourt on appeal and on thrasé
ith the provision of appeal. That

do away wit
d merchants at the mercy of

n
grov ing the traders an

“guperintende s .
the Sslfri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS : My point was that
Appellate Authority should be separated.

PP Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister) : The Assistant
of Taxes was in-charge of appeals and he has
on of promotion and transfer of the

segjoner
Comm lsstlorél@ with the questi
My Frienc}, Shri Das, has rather
certain goods at the sources
the advice given by him. He now asks us to extend
the same procedure in respect of other goods. Certainly weshall

y

- 4
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do it, when we find that this mode of taxing is more advanta-

geous and less irksome and we shall extend to other items
also afterwards.

Sir, with regard {to onion, about which my Friend, Shri
Bhattacharyya, referred to, I want to say that it is after all a
kind of food. According to him itis a kind of spices or a kind
of vegetable. Some people take it as spice and some people
may take it as vegetable. But after all it is a kind of food.
Moreover it is known to the hon. Members that it is selling in
the market at high price. So what is the harm if Government
realises a fraction of it for the benefit of the people ?

With these observations, Sir, I request my Friend to
withdraw his Cut Motion. There is another point of my Friend,
Shri Bhattacharyya, and it is with regard to taxes on medicine.
Probably he is referiing to the assurance I had given last time
with regard to this matter. I can assure my Friend that I shall
look into it. I hope I have been able to explain the positions
and I hope my Friend will see his way to withdraw his Cut
Motion.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Are you withdrawing, Mr.
Bhattacharyya ?

SS_hri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA - Very sorry,
no, Sir.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : The question is that the total
Provision of Rs. 6,52,000 under grant No. 8, Major head—13.
~Other Taxes and Duties, at page 42 of the Budget, be reduced

by Re. 1, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs. 6,52,000
do stand reduced by Re. 1.

(The Motion was negatived.)
(After a pause.)

The question is that a sum of Rs. 6 52,000 ted to
the Minister-in-charge to defray the ch,arées wllfi?:hg\iait{f iome

In.course of payment during the year ending 31st March 1957,

for the administration of the head—¢13"_ Other Taxes and
Duties”’. :

(The Motion was adopted.)
Grant No.12
“27.—Administration of Justice™’.

Shri BAIDYANATH MUKER JEE (Minister) : Mr.
eputy Speaker, Sir, on the recommendation of the Governor
of Assam, I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 14,46,400 be granted
Yo the Minister-in-charge to defiay the charges which will

.
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come in course of pavment during the year ending 31st

March 1957. for the adminisiration of the head ‘‘27.—Admi-
nistration of Justice™

Mz, DEPUTY SPEAKER : The Motion moved is that
46.400 be granted to the Minister-in-charge to

|

a sum of Rs. 14,

defray the charges which will come in course of payment
dtlllil""" the year ending 311 “T.reh 1957, for the administration
of Lh(é head €07 — Administration oi justice . |
Shyi GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: Mr.

De uty Speaker, Sir, I bra o 1L hui the total provision of
L p ! 1 £ i 1 . ,’. s AT | _-[ W [: ) ."\J:t‘]‘-”‘ }1"3—(1_27,—-—Adminis_

RS.I.VI‘, HL‘.:’(‘;: Iil;lr‘l at page 89 of ‘he Budeet. be reduced by
ti‘atirj-.’_(u ; 3 amount of the w ole wrant of Rs; 14‘,46’400(10
‘Re. 1, 2. ., the cl..-'l[;: nt
ERg 1‘C(ilif_‘<:‘d }j'lvi ¥ o+ Motion, 1 shall try to confine myself to
LT [ “-"g. ’ ]H ('ll-i. 1| the (;'Li-r:itm of separation of the
only one€ I_'fr,nl"t,_,--“" eocutive: As all the hon. MembaHEE
JUdicmry- from ";1. Foxec Wogd B0 A JUdiCiarY
this ! iousc 1{1’10'\'-_’ . - heeti heard <ince long before Indepen_
ol = !"XCCI}}!\;(: S ]]ll(?(‘!] oetting 'lllnmt‘i cven in the iop o[ﬁcial
o i 17}:]}5 'M:'l‘Jﬁ it has got a place among the directive
e m{ElC 115()(;()'”5%‘]:,{1:!,E,tm. Tt is now several years since
I‘iI’lCJP!CS > m-li11:i.(-1')-(r:1dvn{1 and we have got our own Cons-
we have beCU_n]?:. éli]‘(‘(t!i\"T ])I'iilCE;'ll(‘. has not yet been achieved
titution. But 71.;19 w when (overnment is going to take mea-
and we do not :{nt(;i“ lone cherished g al.  There s noudaa
e :lflthW»F ‘ l"’;;"I’-‘?ia“ of the Judiciary 1n certain level, for
gl 9o ﬁﬂ"ouln‘ I'O[U?(l“"ilif(% érui ihe .‘~2111J(>3(1i1_§21*::.;’u(]g?s on the Givil
exatnl = d "thc High Court ;u-ul thm} promotions and trans-
side, arc unce done in consultation ith the High Court and
fers are to be O‘ilo has guammocd that the District Courts
the Constitution d.btbofriinaie to the High Coourt should be
and ‘0o C'O'Urts(/‘b:n-t and their postings and transfers should
under the ngi} Hp h Court. But so {ar as the Magistracy is
Besii s 1(01')? i‘t-xlllﬁJtlléjg‘Grixiiilaztl side, we find here the Executive
~1Ne

the cry for

concern ' ficjary have been kept together and the High Court
and the Juc ldc'lat'yn sither in the matter ol appointment and
has n<¢ B, lct;; transfer of the Magistrates, No.t O}ﬂy that,
POStings Oél?xrr is not consulted, nor €ven the District Court
The High GO E 0 ime of conferring First Class or Second
is Consu}te(!~qato;1 JThirci (lass Magistrates. We find people

tly rvecruited 1into the Gadre with very little
cent’y = cond Class or First Class powers, and
y heavy responsibilities to the detriment of

experic A
dministration.  We also find that unlike

they are given ver
_the proper judicial a

|

. el . &
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the recruits to All-India Services, the new recruits of Magistrates
in Assam are not given sufficient training before they are given
responsibilities of dispensation of justice and, therefore, we
find that the Magistrates cannot actually work with a pure
Jjudicial mind free from Executive influence, their transfer, _tl’{elr
Promotion, their upgrading—all depending on the good opinion
of the Executive side of the Government. FEven the pgl_lce
report is smuch dreaded by the Magistrates. Any practising
lawyer, and there are many practising lawyers in this House,
will agree’with me that sometimes the Court Inspectors and
Court Sub-Inspectors dictate things to the Magistrate and the
Magistrate, who may not like it, sometimes is compelled to
swallow it because 1f he displeases the Police, then there may
be police report against him and from the police report
there will be transfer to a place, perhaps, which he may not
like. At least there is the apprehension of his remaining
under the mercy of the FExecutive and, therefore, if we want
Justice to be done, if we want that our people should have
confidence in the administration, in other words, if we want to
have in our country the rule of law, then the separation of the
Judiciary from the Exccutive which was a cry during our
National Movement, which is a principle incorporated in our
onstitution itself, should not be held up any more.

With these few words, Sir, T commend my Motion for the

acCeptance of the House.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : (ut Motion moved is that
the tota] provision of Rs.14,46,400 under Grant No. 12, Major
head, 27 Administration of Justice, at page 89 of the Budget
be reduced by Re. 1, i. ¢., the” amount of the whole grant of
Rs. 14,46,400 do stand reduced by Re. 1.

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS - Mr. Deputy Speaker,
I, 1In supporting the Cut Motion Just now moved by my
Friend, Shri Bhattacharyya, I would like to speak something
about the judicial administration of the State. Sir, he has
rightly sajd that it was the main object of our Constitution to
S¢parate the Judiciary from the Executive and after Indepen-
dence, 8 years have elapsed, yet we see verv little progress
having been made to achieve this object by the State Govern-
ment of Assam. It is known to all thag there cannot be any
Justice and equity in the application of law, unless and until
the Executive is separated from the Judiciarjz, Because these
Executive Officers who are on the one hand to run the
administration being under the Government and on the other
h_and they also try the cases as judicial officer of the State,
S1T; Very rarely you can get one man in a thousand or one
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man in a lakh in a State or in the whole country who can
very judiciously play double 1':)1':',_ . Let us L}}ke the .instancc of
Subdivisional Officer. As Subdivisional Officer, he is to order
for arrest of a culprit and to produce him before his court,
and the same Subdivisim!ul {)I}I(:a-;', when _hc sits in the chalr of
justice, 1s to decide his action as Magistrate., So, Sir, how
difficult it is for the pcople with gc:ng;ml standard of morale to
be successful in this endcavour, particularly when we havp seen
so much of interference by the (.:'c)\v't"rmncnt in the affairs 'of
administration ! The number of oflicers of all the categories
has increased sO much now-a-days that it Is all the more urgent
and necessary that there must be separation of _]ud1c1a1‘3_r frc_.m
the Executive if we \_vant'tllut_ there shoulhd‘b_(-: proper justice
and that the administration 1s to ruin af:(,m_dmgjto law.
Secondly, Sir, I want to bring befor= the House certain
facts of Karimgan] Court. The delay 1n ustice is done in
h a way that it is impossible for the litigants to spend money
oy }? lawver. So, Government should see that steps are
f(;iei:l ef'or qyuick disposal of cages. Somctime back, I stated
in the House that cases of 1949 and 1950 were still pending

. e & - 4 years that some i
. It was morc than 3 or 4 yea 2% RALES
upto 1955 tinued. But I must admit that things havye

ases con . : . |
cular c But I want further improvement in this

improved a little.
direction. o

There arc 4 Maglstl_dtgs‘
but there arc 3 Ejlases.

for the criminal court of Karim-
How is it possible for the 4i}

ganj, Ate  to do his work in the Khaskamra which is pot
MagIS:tlf’l‘c 10" x 107 7 Is it possible for the lawyers, for the
mgrzsiée?n and the others to gather together in a small roop
witn oy =

: . s .+ 4] court of Karimganj ? Moreover, S

xe thlslm thlfrtc IAlbrililllcling of Karimganj is i_n such a bad Stzité
the w.ho e Cocollapse at any moment. During the rainy seagon,
that it rrlla‘{j -i]ding Jeaks continuously. So, Government shoyld
g who it uim srove the court building so that the magistraes,
take ‘s_t_eps to arld others can get proper facilities when cages
the litigants lrfhcrc is no spacious vcx:andah also in the bujld.
are 1:‘?_.1‘:.63rl _L‘péople to take shelter when it rains.  On the top of
11}11§m01 Sirc ]tjherc is no latrine or urinal attached to the coyyy
;C:)uild’ing. " The magistrates arc to use the latrine and urinal of
the Local Board Office. Hundrc.ds of IIJeqple are to VIsit the
court building daily and yect u_nfortur_late y there lé; not a single
latrine or urinal attached to it. Is it not funny:

All these things require careful conside}‘ation and I hope
Government will take immediate steps to 1mprove the couyrt
building and to make 4 Ijlases therein,

I

R b ol

.
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Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, I am grate-
ful to the hon. Members frr bringing these matters before
the House and I am also grateful to them for giving
their suggestions. Though the suggestions are not new, yet
they consider them to be urgent and that is why they
have spoken about them. Preliminary steps have already
been taken by the Government for the separation of
Jjudiciary from excutive and also for speedy disposal of cases.
Shri Bhattacharyya has agreed that something has been
done in this direction of separation of judiciary from
executive. But he wants that complete separation should
be given effect to at the carliest possible opportunity. Sir,
Government is also at one with Shri  Bhattacharyya
in this respect. But there are certain difficulties in giving
effect to it to the fullest extent within a short space of
time. Therefore, Goverrment is taking some time. Govern-
ment is not unmindful about it. They are proceeding in
the matter step by step, as I stated the other day. It will
take some time to have the required number of personnel
also if we divide the work into two. The principle has
been expedited, but the time to be taken is not entirely
within the control of the State Government. However, Sir,
the suggestion will be kept in view. My Friend, Shri Das,
has stated that in this direction complete separation has
10t been done evem after 7 or 8 years of Independence,
but he has also admitted that something has been done.

® 15 not satisfied with the manner in which the disposal
Ol Cases is done. Sir. the other day when I gave areply
0 a question raised by my Friend, Shri Bhattacharyya,
urmg the discussion of his Cut Motion on the Supplemen-
4 'Y Demand, my Friend, Shri Das, was notpresent. How-
- oven, for his knowledge I can say this much that Government

15 quite alert in this respect and are trying their best to
: €€ that the cases are not delayed unnecessarily. Adjourn
f Ments are not taken unnecessarily. There must be ~ valid

reasons for such adjournments. It is not left to the discre-
ton of the magistrates. Adjournments are taken by both
the parties even. If we want that Justice should be given
Y the magistrates without any interference in that case
We€ can issue circular. that adjournment should be
SIVen  with greater scruting but we cannot say that no
adjournment should be given. We have brought this to the
notice of the Magistracy by our circulars that all possible
steps  should be taken to see that justice is done at the

carliest possible opportunity and cases are not kept pending
unless it is absolutely necessary.
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Now Sir, regarding extension of Court rooms in
Karimgani, for speedy disposal of cases and for develop-
ment works, which had increased in the subdivision, we
thought that the number of magistrates should be increased
even though we could not for the time being provide
sufficient accommodation. We hoped that the people of
Karimganj would appreciate this and extend their co-opera-
tion (Shri Ranendra Mohan Das: we are glad). Very
well, Sir, nevertheless, I can assure my I'riend thatI shall
see how quickly this difliculty can be removed. As regards
the other point, my Iriend 1s here as a Member for the
last four years and he had never brought this to the notice
of the Government. If he had done so, Government would
have at least seen whether there was any difficulty. Of
course, he does not carc to go to the court, but even the
magistrates did not bring this to the notice of Government
(Shri Ranendra Mohan Das: This was done). It has
never beeu brought to my notice and. I hope my Friend
will accept my statement, Any way, Sir, I shall see that
if there is any real d{f!lCU“Y. 1t 1s removed  soen.
Lastly, Sir, my _l*rl(:nd, Shri Bhatt.acharyya, said that
there are some magistrates who are afraid of the Police gq
cauch | that they cannot do jusuce o the parties. I do net
know, Sir, whether there are any such magistrates, but |
can cite examples 1O the contrary where the Police got
from the magistracy. You will find, Sir, that in

strictures : _
large number of cases the verdict has gone against police
reports. Sir, the magistrates are held in high estimation

of our people, they are edu.cayed Pilt‘ﬂsons recruited thrOUgh
the Public Service COI'IIITHSSé(_)Il. - _th'ey are so  muyeh
afraid of the Police, . then, SIr, f]lt 1s Dbetter that we g,
Aetiiidiseyss: this matter 05 the floor of this House; e
should rather curse ourselves “}, onc OSwn rooms that he
picked-up educated youngmen o OW'h tpate cannot impapy
justice being afraid of the Police. }; because they mj,
not get promotion due to adverse police TEPOrts agajng
them ? Sir, there may be one or tWOksuch weaklings, whicp
also I very much d?Ubt- Buf} to fﬁa B general  obsery,.
tion like this is going too far an 11not fair. I don’t think
my Friend, Shri Bhattacharyya, rfi"f‘ y means it. He might
have met onc or two persons, who, thou_gh ot so wegk.
hearted, might not have liked to cross with the police i
the court ; but that shpuld not be taken as a  genera]
standard. 1 think my Friend did _not mean it because iy,
that: case we shall be condemning ourselves in such 4
way that we won’t be able toshow our face to the people
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outside. .1 think he had said these things, not because he
himself believed in them, but possibly to make his argu-
ments in favour of separation of executive from the judiciary
forceful. Sir, I agrece with him that there should be
separation of executive and judiciary, but as I have explai-
ned, it will take some time due to the circumstances
prevailing at present.

After I have explained the position and met the
points raised by my hon. I'riend, I hope Shri Bhattacharyya
will see his way to withdraw his Motion,

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: In view
of the assurance given by the Minister, I beg leave of the
House to withdraw my Motion.

(The Cut Motion was, by leave of the House. withdrawn.)

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The question is that a sum
of Rs,14,46,400 be granted to the Minister in-charge to
defray the charges which will come in the course of pay-
ment during the year ending 31st March 1957, for the
administration of the head ““27.—Administration of justicc.”

(The Motion was adopted.)
Grant No.23
“42—Co-operation—1—Co-operative Societies.’’

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister) : Mr. Deputy
Speaker, Sir, on the recommendation of the Governor of Assam.
beg to move that a sum of Rs.27,87,200 be granted to
the Minister-in-charge to defray the charges which will come
In the course of payment during the year ending 31st March
1957 for the administration of the head 49 .—Co-operation
I.—Co-operative Societies.”

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Motion moved is that a sum
of Rs.27,87,200 be granted to the Minister-in-charge to
defray the charges which will come in the course of Pay-
ment during the year ending 3lst March 1957 for the
administration of the head ‘42.—Co-operation-I.—Co-opera-
tive Societies.’*

There are two Cut Motions.

[
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Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACH
Efl)%t’%fé??pgggcf, Sir, I beg to move that ll(ilhiﬁlz;ly‘iA L
XS, 87, un_(!cr Grant No.23, Major 110*1(1—-11210(5”510n ok
tion-I.-Co-opecrative Socicties, at ’PQIL‘;{} S3al ‘of tl e
be reduced by Re3, i.e, the amount of the ;C Rt
of Rs.27,87,200 do stand reduced by Re.l Whole e

In moving my Cut Motion, I beg to place certain suggesti

ons for the consideration of the Minister concerned.  Si
C C t ; ir,

this subject, «¢Co-operation g has beecn given a greatd

@b ingpertas o by the Planning Ciommission Unfb' cal
though India is a country suitable for the COItunate.ly,
movement, the movement has not advanced muo}-opelratlvc
this for India as 2 whole, because so far as m Ckl.——l say
goes Assam does not lag far behind other Sta'zfcs or}o\xir eccii.ge
Except perhaps some three States, viz., Punjab M;ldla.
and Bombay, Assam has got rather 2 good record buttflas
is a good record below _the pass mark, which is kno 2
¢ gty CATCEME in Sanskrit “@3aceti? @‘-IWCVXP’
there are 1o (rees the “Brand” itself is a- l:\:
spee, »1 am placing certain general suggestions which w'llg
be applicable to our Statc also. 111

Adjournment.

a(]jQurned for lunch till 2 » M.)

as i R K fafa4”> or
i e., where

embly was then

(The AsS
After a Lunch
Shr GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA : M
caker, Sir, I had been saying that the Pla:nninr'

t . i
Depu Y -OE had given a grcat deal of 1mportance to thj
18

ComﬂusSlfco-operatiVC and on an All-India scale. Accordj
. 50 per cent. of the rural indebigd

téliifé directions of India, e

£0 mhiies were 0 Pe SV Do “all types of loans within 15
rs.

yea Now, in our gtate the Congrees Parliamentary Party wa

not satish with the present progress and they thought th

1d be much more and therefore the Party d?re e

Siate should be brought wiiffig

ou

rogress SO L population of the

ral credit within the Second Plan period. This j
; is

1t 4 P :
the orb od venture and if this target 15 to be achieved, the w
a,y

really 289~ ve D i ki
o erative epartment 18 working at present will :
the Co-°P he Department's targe netce,

lculatior W i

(;:'e nt’s vie and the State Congress Parliamentary Party’

S dhat 50 per cent. of the rural. 11:1debted families were t.:)igS
f loan within 15 years and indebteg

h
rittnall types o

e |
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families should be covered with loan within Second Plan period.
For any one of these three, the target set up by the Union
Government, the target set up by the Congress Parliamentary
Party of this State and the target setup by the Department
itself, the present tempo is too inadequate. Of course these three
do not agree with one another. But even if we want to meet
the minimum or the Icast of three, the All-India level, the
Department shall have to be improved a great deal, notto
speak of successfully reaching the via-media or the Congress
Parliamentary Party’s recommendation. We have seen from
the Report of the Department itself that the progress in the
past is not very promising. During 1952-53. the total rural
credit was less than Rs.2 lakhs. I am trying to confine
myself to the side of rural credit, because that is the most
important aspect of the co-operative movement and that is the
most difficult part of the movement too. In 1952-53, according
to the Report, the rural loan advanced was less than Rs.2 lakhs.
This has, of course, gonc up and in the present year it has
come upto about Rs.20 lakhs and it is said that about fen
thousand families are expected to be benefited by this. Even
if this rate is taken, the target will not be reached. Moreover,
we have scen that there are pre-conditions for making the
movement successful. The moest important thing is to make
the people co-operative minded. They should themselves
feel that it is through this means that their difficulties will be
over come and that Government is only giving aid advice
and so on. The initiative must be there in the people. It is
their thing, they must be able to maintain it and improved
1t and that requires a great deal of education, both general and
technical because from experience in the past, especially,
during the war years, it was seen that when there was difficulty
In obtaining controlled commodities, mainy co-operative societies
grew up on ungound .footing. There were trading co-operatives
for getting things like sugar, salt, cloth, etc. but they were
actually meant to get the immediate ends. As soon as the war
was over and the circumstances eased to procure these necessi-
ties, these co-operatives failed because control was removed and
these things were casily available. This is one aspect. There
are others.

Even at the time of forming co-operatives many were 1ot
very respectable persons, who are known as village touts, who
wanted to make two piceout of these co-operatives by becoming
Chairman and Secretaries and who actually made Vvery good
profits, some of them misappropriated money. Some of them
were deected and many were broucht to the Court of Law.
These things scared many people. In other words, the experience
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of co-operatives In war years made people lose the confidence for

building co-operatives, made pcople losc enthusiasm for building

CO—opcrati\'cs and instead of grasping the ideals of co-operative,
they becamec scared and thought these co-operatives are
nothing but a resort for village touts. That is one important
reason for apathy or antipathy for the improvement of the
Co-operative movement. This is a bad heritage of the past and
this shall have to be I‘Cl'l'l'C‘V(:(l. Of course, for creation of this,
the present Government is not responsible. I do not blame
them. But this heritage 18 still Img(‘fcl'n_lg. What is that ? It
is some thing which is known as village politics’” e
playing 2 great part It is scen that many imposters have
changed their colour overnight and hfl.VC_ worn the garb of
tr‘iots though in the pas.t _whcn patnphsm meal}t §uﬂ‘cnng:

i found within the orbit of patriotic move-

ot to be
they wercn aged to dbecome the office-

LC}. A E > > ] ] C ll k wW

1 I i1a tic to come fowar d Lll’l(_lCI" their le [CIShlp,
enthus 5 ac

Srimamn PRAFULLA GOSWAMI : Can you give an
jnstance€ -

an be found in the constituency of my Friend, Sriman

Government should see that this

L oint is that
not retard the progress of the co-

IMOME o gLz poli'rics does

laoe
sort of vill '?novemcnt-

I'e) crativc . . - .
P - ovement which is above 1?0_11t1cs and which must be
It is 2 ﬂie factional fight of political parties. Unless and
hused with the spirit of co-opera-

: t
1118. ers arc cn 3 " B
% cra%io > and non-coperation will be there, side by

O_operat_ion and non-co-operation go side, by
will not be desired result. We must remember that the
his movement 15 VCIY high and this ideal is very
of thi = attained unless and until all difficulties are

5 t
dificult ¢ omits way-

; i to mention is rural i
thing I am going t credit,
Anothfifsuauy find is that this money dqes not reach the
What WC. i, time. In other words, thereis a great deal of
agricu}turl " actual disbursement of the credit., Government

delay in te that this delay is lessened so that the man gets the
A he needs it. For example, a cultivatorin a

s

l’r——
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particular village wants to purchase a pair of plough cattle.
Itis no good making the credit now and disbursing the money
after because this is the time when he is  to purchase a pair of
bullock. If the money is given in this season then it really
becomes helpful io the cultivator and if the money 1is given 5
months after then the entire amount is lost because being a poor
man he will spend it 1n some other purposes which means
consumption of other things. So the result will be that he will
be in further debt ; instead or saving him from usurer it will be
putting him in further debt if the money which was purported
for the purchase of a pair of bullock was actually spent by him
in other things. So these are the things which should be given
attention to.

The next point is that Government has made a scheme of
making three kinds of loan iz long-term loan, medium-term
loan and short-term loan, and these loans are sought to be
made on the average at Rs.200. This sum of Rs.200 is not
sufficient now-a days for an agricultural family to purchase a
PAIr of bnllocks, not to speak of purchasing better seed ; better
imp_lements and sometimes also food duriug the period of
agriculture. So my submission would be that even if we cannot
reach the target set by the Congress Parliamentary Party we
should at least try to reach the via-media target  set by the

fPartment. But even if we want to reach the target set by the

aning Commission or the Government of India we cannot
do so by giving small loans, by ineffective loans. ‘The other day
W,h?n my Iriend, Mr. Lohar, was harping on the question of
giving Rs 1,000 per family, my other Friends laughed perhaps
for the fact that he was repeating it very often. But I, for
myself] found that there was some substance in his suggestion.
Really at least Rs.1,000 1s necessary for a family to give a
good start. If you cannot cover the entire number of fami-
lzes Within 5 years that does not matter. But so far as Govern-
ment is concerned they are to see the country as a whole and if
they.haVC a long plan, say aplan for 15 years then at the end
of this 15 years all the families will be covéred. So. instead of
trying to cover all the people within 5 years or instead of giving
them only one-fifth of their requirement, I think, it would be
better to cover only one-fifth of the people but o give each
family the total amount required by them because that will really
pelp a family in making a start. But if only a part is given, no-
pody will be actually benefited. 1, therefore personally think,
though I quite appreciate the cagerness of the Congress Parlia-

entary Party and I rather congratulate them for being very
€8T on this point, that from practical point of view let us
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do even half or onec-third, but let us do it well. For
that purpose my suggestion is that at the time of giving
loan we should 1ot say that cverybody must get something
but those who get must get it adequately so that they can
give a real and effective start in a Welfare State.

My next point is with regard to the return of the loan,
Government has said, it has to be returned within 15 months,
but I think this 15 month period is too short a period. Sir,
a man after getting this money has to get a pair of bullock to
do his cultivation and then get something  out of that and
it is not possible that within® 15 months he will be ina
position to rcpay the moncy. It may be said that he may
come under the category of medium-term period. In that
case the short term pc:ri(nr.l may I)_c done away with. Let us
begin from the medium-term period and  sce that he gets at
least 2 years for repaying the nioney. [ think Government
should consider this cuestion very carcfully that the cultivator
rs time to pay the money because if he

should be given 3 yea '
has to pay it carlier, perhaps he will have to pay from his

capital and it is not proper to lessen his capital before it is
mature and before it1s capable of giving some return.
Then comes the qncft.ion Of :S(tcunty. On this point I
again refer to what my Friend, Mr. LO}”{& said the other day,
Of course, Government has now 11])(:}:111.4(;(1 this provision of
giving security anc I C(_.m,_;rr'utulntc_thc“(;ovolznmcn‘t o that
cxtcnkt : butl think therc 18 scuij_ for fmthm‘ hbcrahsﬁa.tmn i
this matter. After all, the very cxislence ‘Of a citizen is

his willingness and capacity to work. If the
the Government is to help the lowest to rise from
to a higher position th_erc should not be much
stringency in this provifion of seculrlty. Echr; some bad debts
may be there and (’-Ovc-mmm%t 11-?5' ?’l;tu‘a 4 made  some
provision for writing off this ba CC GU% , 11 DCGRSa S0 there
is no reason to fear anything. C?“““%‘Q” Ofﬁ" State Relief
and Guarantec Fund and State Jo—fopc.mtlvc Tund for the
purpose of writing off bad debts z}nd lﬂr 1‘nc1ustr:al development
is urgently necessary. There is already some proposal of the

Gl xR o0 a Fund where bad debts can be written
If there be a real national movement

off whenever necessary- : devel ’
and real pecople’s novement for development of co-operatiyes
tage of bad debts will not be very

in the country, the percen
¥ 1l be the people of the State them-

high and the guarantce wi
selves. ‘Thetefore, there should not be too much stress on  the

issue of guarantee. These are the few suggestions from this

side,

that posi tion

/ .

|
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Again Sir, it is the oflicers after all who are to conduct
these things and in the sclection of these officers also we should
be very careful. We have scen a tendency that whenever the
question of developing some Departments comes in a the first
thing that is looked to is the Registrar, the Deputy Registrar,
the Secretary, their stenographers, etc., as if the primary work is
Bereat the capital. I do not say that these are not necessary but
my point is that too many deputies and too many officers may
ot be necessary if there is a fair amount of decentralisation in
.the matter, As a matter of fact CU‘OPL‘.}.'ali\’C movement itse]_f
18 basically a movement for decentralising economy and an
€mphasis on national reconstruction. We have also found , Sil:,
that at the time of selection of these officers particular care 1s
lot taken : sometimes cven the posts are not advertised. High
Posts are filled up without advertisement or without interview
or without actually coming to the Public Service Commission.

hese things happened with regard to the appointment of the
Cputy Registrar himself. So, in the selection of officers there
should” be " greater carc and particularly the Department
should be asked to see that those people alone are selected for
thls movement who have C‘.\‘pcric‘nc(: of contact with the mass
Pople. After all, it is they who have to hderstand the teiing
O'the people, to appreciate the difficulties and aspirations of
¢ people and those who are not connected with the people;
tgfze who are only al‘ijhi}il‘ officials may not be quite effective
uch posts. The Minister-in-charge of the Department will
Pcrhaps agree with me when I say that there are officers—to
we a rather moderate  term-—who are very pessimistic.
:NheneVCr any scheme or proposal is placed before them, they
Cge only the d1II"1culL1csuand they “think that after all this

*Operative s e
officers who are at the helm of S hnnot succeed. If LacEs
in the movement, how Cle_l th(;y Ciliéllléztgsciﬂzsi lf}'?l\{lel nionfa;ltlé
People ? How can they inspire the pe le o pmt e i
€ success of this movement ? So Pcip ¢ to co-operate 1o
People are placed at the helm of V}’(}‘S 1ould see that those
. placed at the helm of affairs who have got robust

Phmism, who really appreciate and understand the mind of

the people and who are determined to see that this movement
®accepted by the people-voluntarily of course. aud tlatite
arried through to complete success, So, Sir o [ IaeEaiey
$ald, in the selection of these officers who are ic fir S
and control the movement, Government should see that only
those officers are appointed who have got such confidence in
the people and in whom there is confidence of the people:

hen again, we should see that certajn difficulties of the
Past are removed as soon as possible. For example, in such a
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new or rather a growing Department redtapism should be
loosened, if it cannot be altogether removed and there should
be more popular discussion in the matter. I must say with
thanks to the Minister concerned that of late, in the recent
past we have seen some tendency on the part of this Depart-
ment to seck co-opeciation of all sorts of opiniton irrespective
of political leanings or colour. We expect that the Minister
and the Decpartment will ask their district officers also to
emulate that example : I <o not understand one thing here,
Sir, and that is this: I was 1'11\.'1“3(1 to the State Co-operative
Advisory Committece, my Opinici and suggestions are taken,
but while here I am supposed to be (1(‘Sll‘a1)10——_at least not
undesirable in the district level when we sometimes go to
offer our co-operation and give certati suggestions or when we
want to suggest that “you better discuss certain matters with
us—we also have got somc (‘011[;}(:[ with some sorts of PCOple
who can help you with their ('_‘slpo:-m(-n-(‘(::3 ‘\lvlTO Cfllj 1:(3]1 you how
the people think about you, how they fec db'oi]t- you, or offer
constructive criticisms, and all these things wil (.crtmnl’y hel
you and will benefit you in 'I'urthcrmg this ll‘n.m"cmcnt’ —well,
the explanation that we gct from the f)fﬁcm‘s 15*i yes, we would
Jove to’—not only ‘like’—but they say we Wwou d love to have
your opinion, but the trouble 1s 1haltlf1.\’(£ are 1111l contact witl
you a Communist then there are pcop-C ;0 will report about
it and we will be in trouble and we \-\.11‘1. o suspected’.  That
is the difficulty, Sir, with regard to dxstﬁugt committees., T
cannot understand this when this co—(ip_c'la.tu[{e movement hag
got nothing to do with Communisin. | L ][SFa At ;hczltt t,hls fear
still lingers in the minds of these district O ]ICI?-‘IS—B on't know
whether this is only imaginary fear or 2 ”ﬁ‘ ;ar.\ ut whatever
that may be, 1 hope the Govcrnmcn_t. \\‘1 ; in oria the officer ip
the district level that in these matlcr? 110Y1810L11d seek the
opinion and co-operation of allscts © IiﬁnOeP f, as I have sajd,
irrespective of political colour. If_ }ZOU Wﬂl;l < _11 1PEI‘ %elltsuccess
of this movement, then you must cover ak peop (c31 o] .all. sets of
opinion in the State. You s}.muld not make any discriminatiop,
If the officers are still going O

n with the idea of fear o
pessimism, that idea should be removed and that too the sooney
the better.

Now, Sir, I do not want to take much time of the HOl.lse_
f can only hope that Government will appreciate my pointg
and direct those responsible for cent per cent suCcess of this
movement to see that this expecctation 13 fulfilled. With these
words, Sir, I commerd my motion to the acceptance of the

House,
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: (Cut Motion moved is that

the total provision of Rs.27,87,200 under grant No.23, Major
head—42.—Co-operation—1.—Co-operative Sociecties, at page
351 of the Budget, be reduced by Re.l, i.e., the amount of the
whole grant of Rs.27 87,200 do stand reduced by Re.l1.

Shri JOGA KANTA BARUAH: atasta 84l4rw arziwd, sf5s
®WA FRRCA ota iy AR BF (F4Eits  Toida sfawe 995 s (€lR=
dTed s B sfare |

SH® BAFtAT wisfa  wr3 fAraute atmiz 4TEatm clfeas gainsad
TeF co0 ot 92 mata wisfia sfaars se asan fewas atEfsm
¥ frg crdh ala, TmA dad acBa agma sfach) ocigetaa da S
el fEacm Tt <dg< rated sa 9w4a Aafa 1% 9t FEF @it ¢ IBAM
Uisfg  wfaace Anldia Ff@aca op s AT ctE alcaty @3tk 39
MeAg w4

giE atFgTs Yo At AfanE wttg | F {Toas WsFa) qo Stol gFITF
¢ Ij37 fowaw wzfem <FiEata B2 BT 7% 39 =4 A%cm |

atafr facatdivas SHIBT  eledlat® «%B wiges b4y =y eitas
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@ @, 9tz gqrerF (dfens AfRatas  arzetats TR fug @test | TRCB)
1 fragacer @8 agata wEala wisfas wfaucs g <39t 13 @08 1
®aza Atztar fqqca aevlee FQE1 9 HA4T TN

giaiq AI%wa fowas 20T 92 Rly fEsiar st [eds win cstat
W afr afewatd w1 wn AT T atff 9w Bfis @ @8 fAstls
ISTITTE IS 777 ARTT RTANSlT  wAas—awa  pledatad eddS
frsa sfd «iffta @291 TR0 Gicwtars @iy apitecr | ey S
Ui A MBI WA S a2 flg ey Btene dwcEics IS
W e atedta | oifStE AT i medt cr atseg wam peliwald
FfEta zoa AEE AeTETd AR S 12 | ohiplyy sledialg (08
w44 T Be frmts wwm Siacg oec 4 g oo o1 99
et dd EwetT  @ftT A A%ty wme s fowee WSl 49
@i @2eH frm 27 IS ATF Anad fowars aafsq  atag 7w TG
O s att @fs bw AT Aty @7 oizg | oty atfzee W9 O
44 > zlgraeacs  fwats T ANGT | sifsrs oEistT 7 oledtate AEIRIZ
Mft 71 Fata Sowdncd A% @ A AT woey | wm M5 @IS U8
¢ ife B 4t fratsl U I0MT" w91 tmrg wie opwatn afafed @A
e 5w =t torm1 aAfts Bt Sy wfaca zwa, cotesR o
T Afifers @aid Al #ifls ol sniw gowlwT IfRECE JCT
@Eq AT TSI edTe AT ofacaE wma)
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_ 9% AR ACAAT FEIAT afaara zra AFCAl (G EEIE AT qAE
T?Q— Sizaia Atfdcacz 291 9729 Brajtd =149 zE C‘T‘j:i?{ 7 79 AR
s, e atzed  ©fF FRAL A caratoa | el SEled i gioatfpaca

i calE [ATs waaty @a AFe e Ry

%A Ayaty WAz AFTE T
GifF ate 3150F 2ars Sz aitd @ oA Si44ps e |

Shri NILMANI PHOOKAN : Mr. Deputy Speaker,
Sir, I . want 1O spcak a  few words, bhecause I
am taking a good decal of interest  in the Co-operative
movement from the very beginning. It 1s a fact that the very
word < Co-operative’’ Ppresupposcs that there must be co-
operation between the two parties. S0 the Government
officials and the public both should co-operate in relieving the
ignorant masscs from the clutches of the money-lenders.  After
Independence, the policy of the Government h‘;nf been changed
to a great extent. Now the Government 1s giving emphasis, 1
should say, not only to relieve the poorer section of the
masses from the clutches of the m_rmcy-lcndcrs, but they are
actually making a policy which w11'1 not only relieve them from
distress, but also give them various benefits and ncw avenues of
life. 'Thercfore, it is high timc for us all that the co-operative

movement must not be taken for any .pohtical party colour in
relieving the common man x}zlnch_ls the object of all the
parties that we profess. Therefore, 1 this matter of co-ope-
rative movement we put our .c!;um ?S a national objective
and not a political party objective. We m[ust sce that our poor
peasants who are cxplongxd by hu_nclreds a-nguone way by money-
lenders and others while making som¢ transactions with our
peasant classes,

and who try to cheat them, are relieved and
saved from the cl

utches of such money-lenders and  others. It
is high time, thcrpfr)rc,' to take scriOL'ISb‘" Hlfftco'-cipcra.tive ideal
in every sphere of our life. We 11;u§tlffcb 1«11 without co-opera-
tive movement, our pecascnts, gpecially W0 arc poor masses,
will never be free from penury and want.
ry working under this co-ope-

rative movement Ww¢ should cpnsidcr 'thalt ‘lt 15, 2 sacred duty of
one and all to gear it up. But in practica experience, and in my
humble experience, W€ find that the co-operative —organi-
sations were organised in such haphazard wlay that neither the
co-operative officers nor the natural leaders have b een able to
take this seriously. The whole movement depends not so much
upon the short-term and long-term _1021115, but actually
it depends upon the character of the people who are
members of the Co-opetative Societics. We must see our

Sir, as regards the machine

—‘v‘_ ! '
" gl e

-,
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personal integrity and character above all. To build up the
Co-operative Socicties all the persons at least require co-opera-
tive knowledge and co-operative principle to undcrstand  the
very meaning of the co-operative movement.

As regards  the short-tevm loan, I find that short-term
loans are given on annual term.  In the Lower Assam where
thereis a money crop, this short-term loan given on annual
term works very well, because after a year pcople get
the money crop and by immediatety selling such money crops
they could repay the loans.  But in Upper Assam where there
is no such moncy crops wZ,. Jute the people find it
difficult to pay the loan immediately. After harvesting their
crops, the people can vepay the loans by sclling their food
crops. Naturally due to this, they always find themselves in
the defaulter’s list thoueh it is not intentional on the part of
the people. Therefore, there must be some sort of principlc
in this matter of short-term loan for placing the different
crops along with the money crops, food crops and whatever
crops it may be, with a view to repay the loans.

Then, Sir, while forming the co-operative societies it
should be the duty of the co-operative officers to take into
confidence the natural leaders of the locality. To fulfil the
object of the co-operative movement the natural leaders ol tlie
locality should be found out and taken into conficence and
not to leave the co-operative societies in the hands of the bad
people. This is the only panacea for the poor pecople.
The natural leaders of the locality should be entrusted with
such works, and opportunitics should be given to both the
natural leaders of the locality and the Government officials to
try their level best while organising the co-operative socicties
whether credit or multi-purpose socicties to find out the real and
honest men of the locality who have hearts to do the work and
to feel for the poorer people. If these things are seriously taken
into consideration, not only by the Government Oflicils but by
the natural political leaders of any political faith then the move-
ment will certainly grow stronger every day as it is growing
sironger now . We must admit that the Cio-opcrativE move-
ment has taken some root in the minds of our people at the
present movement. If the Government and the local leaders
work upto that ideal, then I have no doubt in my mind
that the mass people will also  follow that ideal. Sir, due to
the bungling of some people without character these Co-ope-
rative Socicties come to QIiC[ and to remove that iITlprCSSiOn
from the minds of the people a certain amount  of propa.gand_a
work is necessary so that the people can realise the econommic
benefit behind this organisation.
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A Shri §1DpHryATH SARMA  (Minister): Mr.
Jeputy  Speaker, Sir, I am grateful  to my Friend
Sri Bhattacharyya for the various suggestions which he has
given to the (_;'ovcrnmnnl in moving his Cut Motion. IQhE?il
take into consl(!cration hjs suggestions, but it will be dif'ﬁcult
to accept z}I] his suggestions. I think, he bimself will revise :
some of his suggestions if he goes through the Report of
the All India Rural Credit Survey and the recommendation
made therein. I shall point out to him why all his sug- ]
estions cannot be accepted in course of my reply and quote ’
the Statistical data given in the All India Rural Credit
Survey Report in formulating our plan. The other day my
Friend, Sri Bimala Kanta Jorah, criticised this  Department
for lack of thinking and plan also. I could not reply to I
him that day. There is no lack of thinking. He also accused )
that there is no plan : there is no lack of planning also
Even he ctiticised that the Minister-in-charge has no contact
with the people. I do not like to say much about myself, [
Sir, I served in the Non-Oflicial Organisations for 27 years-]é
S Secretary, District Clongress Committee, Gauhati, 13
Provincial Congress Committee and 9

years as Secrctary, :
years as President of the Provincial Congress Cemmittee.  So
least some contact with the people within

I can claim at
this 27 vyears of service in the Non-Oflicial  Organisations.
Sir, I request those who claim to be friends of Co-opera-
tive Movements to read the bouk—at least the Second
volume of All India Rural Credit Survey, at least the smal]
abridged book. I proposc to translate it into Assamese and

distribute it to the public.

Shri BIMALA KANTA BORAH: Sir, it appears from (
the speech of the Minister that I know nothl-ng about this \
Organiqation. o1 his informtion, I can tell him that T am !

f the Nowgong Land Mortgage Bank and I wag |

the President o
a Director of t
editor of the only qu

> T was honorary
T am connectec

te Provincial Co-operative Bank. T was the {
arterly Co-opcrative Journal of Assam ‘
<exmta’ Organiser of the Co-operative Societies
for many ycars. | with a lot of similar instity-
s, (Laughter.)
Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA _(Minister): I have not said

so. So. Sir, there is no lack of thm_kmg or la_Ck OF_ plan. There
may be some lack of co-operation. Sir, in this connectioy
e Plan and also the small Booklet entitleq
««Co-operatives in Assam’s Sccond IFive Year Plan ang
Progress made under the First Five Year Plan”. Sir ip
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Assam there are 13 lakhs rural agricultural families and of
these 40 per cent, Z.e., nearly 52 lakhs families are ill(lpl)tccl.
Of this we propose to issue loan to 50 per cent of these
families, i.e., 2 lakhs and 51 thousand indebted families,
during the Sccond Five Year Plan.  The plan for the Govern-
ment of India is to cover 50 per cent of the indebted
families of whole India within the period of 15 years. We
have got 36 crores of pcople in India and five out of
every six live in the rural arca and the total agricultural
population in India that is sclf-supporting persons and their
dependents who live either in rural or wurban arcas and
who derive their income is about 70 per cent. Of this, 7 out
of 10 persons live on agriculture or atleast their principal
means of livelihood is agriculture. About half the national
income of India is derived from agriculture and animal
hllsbandry. In Assam wec have got 5 lakhs 20 thousand
Indebted agricultural familics.

Now, what is our Plan ? Personally, I may lack in
thinking, but our country is full of great many thinkers,
and our Plan is practically speaking is the product of their
thinking. The General Report of the Committee of Direc-
tion, All-India Rural Credit Survey, has been welcomed
8 a report of great value and significance for the future of the
O-operative movement in  India. The Government of India
and a]] State Governments have gencrally accepted the basic
Principles and lines of re-organisation underlying the integrated
Stheme of rural credit recommended in the Committee’s
port, and in particular, accepted State partmership as a
Method of re-organising and developing Co-operative institu-
tlons, The Second Yive Year Plan Schemes formulated by
th_e Co-operative Departm_cnt agree with all basic principles
L e by the Committee of Direction, All India Rural
redit Survey, and approved by the Planning Commission,
Overnment of India, subject however +to such minor
Variations as were deemed necessary in  order to provide
Or special requirements of our State and to suit local condi-
tions, The main principles involved in the integrated scheme
are giyen like this.

s (1) State praticipation in the Share Capital of Co-opera-
tive Tpstitutions at all level.

. (2) Formation of larger sized limited Iliability primary
aflicultural credit socicties in  place of smaller unlimited
Primary credit societies,
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(3) Sccurity is to be determined more by the character
of the- borrower than the landed or tangible properties
possessed by him.

(4) Constitution of Statc Relief and Guarantee Fund
and the State Co-operative Development Fund for the purpose
of writing off bad dcbts and for industrial development
respectively.

(5) Integrated scheme of Rural Credit to be introduced.
Production is expected to risc along with credit facilities and
the producers shall have 1o be provided with facilities
for marketing the produce. Products which can be processed
before marketing such as husking, oil crushing, Gur making,
cotton ginning, jutebaling, ctc.. .:Sllf)ul(l also bc done .by
the agriculturist on co-operative basis. Thus credit, processing

and marketing arc to be integrated.

(6) Arrangement for proper training of oflicers of the
Co-operative Department and office bearers of Co-operative
Societies and also provision for educating general public in

o

Co-operative matters.

Sir, our Plan is based on thesc principles. During the
Second Five-Year Plan period a total sum of Rs. 14 crores,
15 lakhs and 17 thousand will be involved in the various
schemes in the Co-operative Department as follows ;—

(1) Government contribution to share Capital and 170 lakhs

Subsidies.

(2) Short medium, and long term loan. .. 124517 lakhs

—

Total 141517 lakhs

——— e T — e,

Government Contribution to share Capital and subsidies

Rs. t

Y ity

will amount to 1 crore 70 Jakhs of rupees and the short,

medium, and long terml 104>, , _
and 17 thousand. Sir, this 18 indeed a very big amount,

. Now with regard to the point of Shri Bhattacharyya
that Government have no such administrative machinery to
cope with such a huge programime, I would only say

loans will be Rs. 12 crores, 45 lakhs \

l
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that Government is quite conscious to its responsibility with
regard to this matter also.  About 115 or 120 Assistant
Co-operative Officers and Deputy Co-operative Officers, on
the recommendation of Public Service Commission, will soon
be appointed by the Department.  Sir, for administrative con-
venience the stall’ of the Department has been reorganised.
It iy now proposed to place two Mauzas or two Chaukidari
Unions in charge of an oflicer. "There will be onc Assistant
Co-nperative  Officer in two Mauzas or two Chaukidari
Unions and one Deputy Co-operative Officer for every two
Thanas. There will be one Assistant Registrar for each
district. Most of the complaints received by the Department
are based on one point mainly, and that is the delay in
registration of socictics. As the hon. Member know well,
until recently we had only one Registrar with headquarters
at Shillong, and the responsibility of registering the societies
was vested in h'm. Apart fiom this and other responsibili-
ties vested on him as the head of the department, he has
to go very often to Declhi and other places in India in
connection with the work of his Department. Naturally
therefore there is some delay in registration of societies.  To
eliminate this difficulty, Government have now appointed one
Assistant Registrar in each district who has been authorised
to register the primary societies.

So, in every District there  will be one  Assistant Registrar
and he is authorised to register the Societies and to sce that
clay in registration is avoided. At present there is one
R‘egistrar'of Clo-.op.cr:uivc Sncicties, one Joint-Registrar of
(‘0-|0pcrat1vc Societies, three Deputy Registrars of Co-operative
S_omctics, thirteen Assistant Registrars ol Co-operative Socie-
tles.. We do not .mnkc selection  of candidates for such
appointments of Assistant Co-operative  oflicers and Deputy
O-operative officers. Appmntn}cnts are made at the recom-
Mendation  of  Assam  Public Service Clommission.
bout 115 new appomtments will be made shortly on
:{1@& recommendation of.thc Public Service Commission. So, Sir,
ps have already been taken up to gear up the adminis-
trative machineries _to cope with the work of co-opera-
tion in the Second Five Year Plan.
fore : t?lclm}iltonthaE\/I;}Eggrqis ofl:l Ot‘:ln'ﬁluch Propagana SHEL Ee 0

3 : - lis House and the public
outside do not know muqh about our plan and also of this
;novemcnt. I shall try to improve the propaganda machine-
y. My Friend also suggested that Government should see
that. Co-operation of all is received by Government, ITes-
Pective of party politics.  Sir T seek the co-operation of all
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cast. crced or party. Sir, I invited Shri H.
Bhattacharyya and others to attend the
connection in February and March. Mr.
that is, on the 19th

0978

irrespective of
Goswami, Shri G.
meeting held in this

Bhattacharyya attended for a day only,
| on 20th March unfortunately he

February. On the meecting hel:

had to be busy otherwise and so he could not attend. But Mr
Hareswar Goswaml attended for an hour only. Probabl);
he was otherwisc busy and could not attend to full discus-
Bhattacharyya, would have been

sion. If my Friend, Mr.
there during discussion_on both the days he would not have
given certain suggestions herc. He suggested that Rs.200
on the average is a very small amount for short term loan
It is not so. He will find at page 217 of the All-India
Rural Credit Survey Report  that the average loan borrowed
by an average pcrson in Bombay is 105, Madras 50
Now we have provided Rs.200

but our figure is 7 only.
on average which is 30 times more than the Assam’s

average 1n the past and many times more of other States
and 2 times above Bombay level. I quote the figures which

are as follows—

Bombay e 105
Madras ke 50
Coorg - 38
Punjab i 49
Madhya Pradesh 108
Assam s {

s the highest. So, Sir, o avers I
double than the highest, 3»b0ugte 313

Madhya Pradesh ha
f the State.

not less. This is almost
tim.es more than the averagc O

lium :
m, mecdi term and long term

T now come to short term, ; 1 ‘

loans. This was (1ISCU?SC(1 in tTC ast meeting of the
term loans are ve :

The short ery pOSHISIINN

Advisory Board. :
e the people cultivate money crops

¢ localitics wher _ :
tc. But in places like Upper Assam

potatocs, €
do not grow such money crops, such as jute
3

where the people oney ¢
mustard seeds, etc., they find some¢ difficulties to repay sheop
term loan. DBut there is a provision to convert the short tepm
loan into medium term loan if the horrower desires (0 convert
them. So, there will be no difficulties for the cultivators or
the debtors to convert this short term loan into medium tepm
loan. As regards short and medium term loans to be advanced

at Rs. 200. As for long term,

to each family, it has been paid :
it has been paid at Rs. 1,000 each family. Short term; medium

successful fo
like jute, mustard,
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term and long term loans proposed to be issued during the
_ = =) . I p g =
period of the Second Plan period 1s as follows :(—

Ist year 2nd vear 3rd year +th year 5th year
Short term .. £0 lakhs 10 lakhs 150 lakhs 200 lakhs 250 lakhs
Medium term .. U5 o, 1011 RN 150 4, 200
Long term i & 15 2 5 35 4 50,

For issuing loan the following important credit institutions
will be set up and some of the existing ones will be re-organised
during the second plan period for rural credit.

(1) Assam Co-operative Apex Bank, Ltd. (Re-organised).

(2) Assam Co-operative Central Land Mortgage Bank, Ltd.

Registered).

(3) Seven Central Co-operative Bank (will be organised).

(4) Fifty Large Size Primary Co-operative Credit Societies
(will be organised) ; minimum share capital to be achieved by
1961 for each institution (50 per cent of which is to be
contributed by Government) is 3D lakhs ; for Assam Co-operative
Apex Bank, L., 10 lakhs ; for Central ‘\j(‘"ﬂp(‘l‘illi\fc Land Mort-
gage Bank, 6 lakhs : for cach of T Central Co-operative Banks,
0:20 lakhs ; anrd 0°50 lakhs for L5 size primary land mortgage
banks. _

As regards sccurity, Sir, character is the main thing.
Security is to be determined more by the character of the
borrower than landed or other tangible property possessed by
him,

Then, Sir, with regard to delay in actual disbursement, I
have alrcady explained that there was some delay duc  to
shortage of officers in the past.  Now administrative machineries
have heen re-organised and we have better result. I do not like
to ecnumerate here the reasons for failure of the ce-operative
trading societies in the past ; but one rcason was certainly lack
of proper control and supervision over them. Now, Sir, there
will be one Assistant Co-operative Oflicer for every two Mauzas
and one Deputy Co-operative Oflicer for every two Thanas.
We can now c.\'p(‘.(:t better control andd Supcriiision over the
societies. It is also proposed to (rain our oflicers and oflice
bearers of the Socicty as v as possible, ‘

As regards appointments, I have already said, Sir, that
appointments are made on the recommendation of the Public
Service Commission.,

My Friend, Mr. Barua, sugeested that small industries
should be organised on co-operative basis,  Sir. we are trying to
establish a sugar mill in the State on CO-Op(;l‘atiVe basis and,
if possible, to take some other small jndustries in future o1
co-operalive basis also. :

Mr. Phookan suggested that in Upper Assam, short term
loans would mnot be wuscful. I short term loans are not
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successful there, they can easily be converted into medium term
loans or medium term loans may be issued. This suggestion
will be taken into consideration.
Sir, I think I have replied to all the points raised by my
Frieads, Messrs. Bhattacharyya, Barua and Phookan. I now
request Mr. Bhattacharyya to withdraw his Cut Motion. I also
request every Member of this House and throngh this House
the public to fully co-operate with this Departnient, This is a
department which cannot succced without co- jperation from all
concerned. 1 invited many Members of this House who are
interested, to attend the last meeting of Lht"-‘ Acdvisory Board held
on the 21st here for discussion, Some ol them attended and
ave us valuable advice. Shri Bimala Prasad Chaliha, M. P,
came from Delhi and attended the meeting from beginning to the
end ; he and some other Meml ers gave \u\ \":dual)lc suggestions, .
I appeal to every )/IL.?I]]!J«:?I“ to .('.-.Ltlfll‘fl 1].1_cn co-operation for t_h.e
success of our scheme. Il criticisms arc made only for criti-
cism’s sake and are not constyuctive, it will be helping the
enemies of this movement. We 1'111‘_'_0 many  CHESSER t}le
businessmel and traders arc not very f:l"[:n(ll'}/ \"\"itll(‘O-l)pCl‘atl\’c
movements, Sir, at the Lm}ﬁ. w}‘l_n the i\pg._x Bank was_startcd.
At the timec our late rcvcn:vu_lc;-.rte_:r, lfﬂlul[){‘3’3’13“1'(*_“)]0}, when
T e was hief I‘-’Iinis.tcr (Primc_ Mover 1‘ln-n) (m'd ..‘3111'1‘Blmala
prasad Chaliha was lll-:C]rl.'\]'j_‘"(:.f)[ 11?(’ Dcpn._rlm.cn't:,” in_ Calcutta
some reprcscnmtivcs of. I‘r.ul_mg Cmmmm_utyif ‘1‘117\ 1-lccl Lokapriya
Bordolol and they praised this movcmcné,‘ :.1} they suggested
that finance should not be arrangr;cd_ b)’; ’? -“Clnftlnent or Apex
Bank should not be startecd. Ile came ’_J'fl(}::h an<d spoke about
: ot they appi'CCiELt('d our (;o-op(lct_il ¢ scheme but they
this that that we should not make arrangements for
suggestC_ fap means, the Apex Bank should not be organised,
finance ; t{"igrcﬁ;rc see the game. S0, I say that we have many
Youmci:;l;l’of[ Co-ol);?ratfon and we should not play into theiy
ene

hand;'hri RANENDEA MOEIAN Df’s‘tsf AT AT AR
T G2 Zcacs, Aobl Cut Motion Azac® A7 T e 8a (Af6E ALY |
zl_ﬂ%ﬁﬁ» <t =tseTn (i)
Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister) : 1f 1 am wrong,
lll apon me. But I request cvery nw(pzbcr of this House
o fa ~p«rh this House and the public oi Assam who call
and throunﬂ the friends of Co_gi)cmtives to give full co-opera-
tbemselvﬁi ‘Department and give necessary advice to remove the
tion to t }'“*O_operatives failed in the past, but it must succeed
flef?’ﬁﬁirc JI therefore request the hon’bic Members to withdraw
in .

the Cut Motion.

i, | —
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Is the hon. Member with-
drawing his Cut Motion ?

(Mr. Bhattacharyya nodded assent).
(The motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn).

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The questionis that a sum
of Rs. 27,87,200, be granted to the Minister-in-charge to defray
the charges which will come in the course of payment during
the year ending 31st March 1957, for the administration of the
head ‘:4'2.——-‘00—01)01'}111H!l—-—I.-——-—(:U-Upprali\'c SOCiCtiCS”.

(‘The Motion was adopted.)
GRANT No. 24.
"42.-—-—00-01)-\‘1‘;1ti(m——lI.—l(uml Development™.

Shri SHIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister) : Mr. Deputy
Speaker, Sir, on the reccommendagion of the Governor of Assam,
I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 09,27,600 (Rupees sixty-nine
lakhs, twenty-scven thousand and six hundred), be granted to
the Minister-in-charge to defray the charges which will come
in course of payment during the year ending 31st March 1957,
for the administration of the head—¢<42,—Co-operation—II—
Rural Development”.

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER : The Motion moved 1is that a
sum of Rs. 69,27,600 (Rupees sixty-nine lakhs, twenty-seven
thousand and six hundred), be granted to the Minister-in-
charge to defray the charges which will come in course of
payment during the year ending 3ist March 1957, for the
administration of the hcad—‘c“1'2-“—-GO-Opcration—-II.——Rurai
Development”.

There are two cut motions, one in the name of Shri
Hareswar Goswami who is not present in the House and the
other in the mname of Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya.
Will you move your motion, Shri Bhattacharyya ?

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: AS there

is only 40 minutes left to four, I am not moving it.

(The Motion containing the Demand was then put by the
Chair as a question before the House and was adopted)e
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GRANT No. 5
«¢10.—Forests"™

 Shri RAMNATH DAS (Minister) : 1
Sir, on the recommendition of 1h: (("r?.'.....'“' Deputy Speaker,
Lo MOVE that a sum of Rs. 7 1,‘).'._:-;r.ui l;{,l\ll()'l':‘-)l? .U.r'\”ls‘"““’ I beg
nII?CFY-SIX. thousand and three ‘lmnt'r:-(]'i‘ ;)S-LV,?I.].W-RJUF lakhs,
Minister-in-charge to defray the r'll('.l""f“;’ \;’l(l' Tldn.-md ' tl.lc
course o.f payment during the year "mli_:w'.- 31 ‘”C : will come 1n
the administration of the head—*¢10.— I(?“)lzt, March, 1957 for

M Ii{Es I'TJITL)Y(J ?OE:F/?EER I'he  Motion moved 1s that
» 3 7054 upces seventy-four lakhs, ni :
and three hundred), be oranted to the A Inety-six
d(,:ﬁ'ay the charges which will come i;:mlsmr_m_
luring thc year ending 31st March, 19’)7C0[%I;‘50t10f

* 1€

3

f the head—*10.- _TForests’’.

administration O
Shri GAUR];SANKAR BHATTACHARYYA
Deputy Speaker, St beg to move that the total pr 15 Mr.
Rs.74,96,300 under Grant 5.—Major ]‘C"“l*“l(-)-——l?c)ll-cs?; liion of
; s at pa
¢ : the amount optl%g

24. of the Budget, be reduced by Re.l; i e
f Rs.74 26,300 do stand reduced by Re.l

whole grant ©

The purpose of my Cut Motion is to raise a g

discussion.- aise a general
Sir, Assaib which

ade, so to say, &

a sum of
thousand
charge 10
ayment

s so much rich in forests could h:
Jand of gardens instcad of a l'lnzl(lve
. [
In this Department of Trorests asOIf
Z 3

been m so to,

jungles, which it 18 to day.

shall show Jater o1, the rule of the jungle is going on and publi

: vandared away like anything. It reminds 1'1116 l%
0

money 18 SAdY
what a friend told me the other day—
zrer w1 fAfZAT
TrFF T A
ar @1 f=afgar
w7 & 9Z

ans all this property belongs to Rai
gs 1 am and
so let the birds fill up th:;lrl

T his M€

these birds belong to Ram ;
i fpll. JOCIE d8 T rule and regulation, so eat t

’ o

bellies 1O >
your satisfaction 22 much as you can.
Sir, it will not be possible to deal with all the items. I shall
few. Very big promises were siven to uS at

confine myself to 2 : .
inning of the Tirst Five Year Plan that there would

e very beSi o ntation of teal d

& large scale plan ationof teak, sal an other trees :

cesin tapping mills, treatment of wood, celloloid man,usfz\év;énﬂlél;,
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manufacture of charcoual, cinchona cultivation, etc etc., Now
let us see what amount of progress in these respects has been
made in all these 5 ycars and swhat is the return we have got ?
I remember, in the very first year of my attendance in this
House, the Forest Minisicr was speaking cloquently about this
resin and turpentine indusiry in Assam, which was repeated in
the next year and third vear also. In page 34 of the budget
under Miscellancous —Pinewood Industry, what do we find ?
It is a big zero. No allocation is made here, where has gone
that pinewood industry about which we heard so much and for
which Rs.34 or 4 lakhs has been spent ? Where is that industiry
to day > Who is responsible v the fact that this industry does
not exist today and there is no allotinent for this in the
budget ? Iu the original estimate the amount allotted for
1954-55 was Rs.45,600 and in the revised it was Rs.46,200. This
industry is non-existent today, although about this industry
there was much of talk and notinz. It 1s stated thus in a
booklet, styled as, Notes on Forest Industries for Assam, issued
by the Forest Department :—

“In 1950, a Special Ofticer was entrusted by the Forest
Department of the State to further cariy out investigations into
the possibilities of exploiting Assam pines on  a commercial
scale. Experiments in resin tapping were carried out by this
Oﬁi?el‘ in the neighbourhcod of  Shillong o find out the
optimum conditions for resin tapping in these hills’.

~ Itgoeson to say.— ‘The resin obtained from the Khasi
Pine was then analysed by the Special Oflicer and found to be of
very good quality, containing an average of 25 per cent of oil
or turpentine with a boiling range of 154-158- C and clear
golden yellow resin («5,70 per cent approx.). The turpentine oil
was found to be within specifications laid down for high grade
oils as imported from the United States of America and contain-
ed aboug 80 per cent aiphlu-pinene, the starting material for
synthesis of camphor. The results were further confirmed by
the Forest Research Institute, Dehra Dun’.

Then, it says: “Based on results of experiments as to
the yield of resin and its qualities, and estimation of the poten-
tla}ltl.es of the raw material resources of the Khasi and
alntia Hills District, a scheme for distilling 2,000 lbs. resin
2 day in Shillong was submitted to the State Government.
1 he scheme found approval of the Government and has
peeh in operation from Ist April 19517,
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What do we find now is that this industry with a capital '
outlay of Rs.34 lakhs and odd, about which it was said :

that this State would be able to get a profit of Rs.200 per
day and in a year about Rs.72,000, is out of the picture
now. In fact, it was said to us that Assam’s rejuirements for
resin and turpentine required for soap, varnish, etc., would
be available in sufficient quantitics and also the yield of =%
twpentine would be of high quality and 1t would have great
demand and it was expected that this produce would be of the
order of oils imported from U. S. A. and would contain
about 80 per cent alpha-pinene, the starting material for
synthe.cis of camphor and pm(hu:nu,-n prr day was expected
at 2,000 opounds of resin and after the experiment of
Shillong it was cxpected to extend the scheme to. other
parts of Assam. Those big promiscs were given by the Govern-
ment.

After five years’ work we find that the industry to-day
is to be closed down. Why ? Was it because the turpen-
tine produced from this factory is of a wvery inferior quality ?
Not in the least, The two things that were produced from
this factory that is, turpentine for mnedicinal and commercial
purposes or in uther words, the furpentine of one distilla- :
tion and the other of double disdllation 1s found to be one }
of the best in India because its standard which is used for =
medicinal purposes could be made nu_l‘:‘ from  the resin that
is got only fiom the pines of the Khas and Jaintia Hills,
Lven this turpentine of one distillation is alsc of very high
quality and yet this factory has to be closed down—why 2
Because the whole thing was badly managed.  We shall have
occasion when these accounts will be audited and when this
House will be faced with audit objection when a copy of
the audit report will be placed on the table, we expect to

/ "
——

know many details about this aflair.  But even without -

going into details we can see that 2 house was constructed

there at a cost of Rs.30 thousand. I'hat s lying there \
1

useless. There are machineries and cquipments including a |
Jaboratory for which about Rs. 6t thousand was spent. That
is also lying wuseless. A truck was purchased at about 18 ‘
thousand rupees for the purpose but to no use A gas plant A
of about Rs. 2 thousand is lying idle and a boiler COsting

about Rs. 10 thousand also is lying there.  And above all,
after all we can have hundreds of Ministers but it is very
The technician who had done

difficult to get technicians. ( : '
this pilot plan and made all these things, his services are no
longer required—he was made a scapegoat. For the fajlyre

Goo o TS
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and irresponsibility of the Minister-in-charge this chemist was
sacked.

Shri RAMINATH DAS (Minister): Can you say who

was responsible for this ?

Sbri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA - The
Minister-in-charge is primarily responsible for all this bungl-
ing. It is the Minister who had brought this plan before
the House, it is the Minister who had the sanction for this
scheme, it is the Minister who made promises on the foor
of this House year after vear that this plan would succeed.
But today hec came with 2 budget provision showing a
blank—now you ask me who is responsible for this ?

Shri RAMINATH DAS (Minister) : But whv should he
be so angry, Sir ?

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA :
angry, but I am stating facts, This as a serious  matter—
1t 13 a question of wasting public money. Not onlv that
this failure will discourage our people from starting an n;‘\\’f
industry : what if the clnchonga factory is cstablisﬁea zlrnd it

s If all these factories that have been established in
Assam fail in the like manmner what remains ? We shall be
"y cafarn =i, ' )

| Tt et AT =y

that is to say—whatever 1s placed in the hands of this Minis-
ter dlSappca_rs in the 01')11\1'1011'-53\,-011 the sen  will dry up at
his touch. So I say, Sir, this s a very serious matter—it is
not a matter for fun. We know that all these things were
done with high hope and big  promises, but all for nothing.
Let us hope that ‘when all these things will come after audit
as they will certainly come Sometime or other, we shall be
able to go into fuljther details. As for now, let me point
out 10 one thing, Sir. Here we find that this double-distilled
turpentine was sold to a Calcutta concern to one Kanoria
at annas 15-6 per galion. Now jif any hon. Member goes to the
bazar to purchase one ounce of single-distilled turpentine—
that also not of as good quality of Kssam turpentine, what
he Will have to pay ? He will have to spend 6 annas for
one ounce of turpentine and thus if he wants to purchase
one gallon of double-distilled turpentine then he will have
to Pay about Rs.60 for it, As I have said, this turpentine
which is not as good as that produced in our factory costs
Rs60 per gallon, but our turpentine was sold at annas 15-6
per gallon to this man Kanoria of Calcutta....

I am not
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related to the Birlas

hri RANENDR2A MOHAN 3 :
Shix RAM D2A MOHEAN DAS: Because he 1

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA : lan
c_onccrncd with that. I know that bccause they are ?nnm
tight corner they sell it to whoever can buy it. You will bz
surprised to know, Sir, that ihis chemist ‘who is an expert
and who was brouzht here to make researches in the labgra-
tory to develop this produce, was 1ot allowed to do so
Instead of doing that research  work he had to run tc;
Dibrugarh, to Gauhati and other places in search of pur-
2 Tt is all on account of the inefficiency of

chasers-—why

t.hc -Forcst Utilisation Department, because this Forest Uti-
]'sation Departiment does not know how to utilise it. This
salesman instead of doing research work

in the lahoratory. More than that, I know that the Assam
Chemical of Gauhati, had offered Rs.27 per maund for
the Resin. but Government wanied Rs.39,  yet instead
of giving this to this Assam Ciompany and instead of realis-
ing Rs.27 per maund for this resin, the Assam Government
gave 1t to this gentleman Mr. Kanoria of Calcutta at
Rs.12-8-0 per marnnd. Then, as I have already said in tl?c
beginning, we have also scen that this factory and other
things are lying idlec. I want to know from the Minister-
in-charge whether this factory which was built there was
built as other Government buildings aie built ?  Whether
¢he truck that was purc]m;cal for this purpose, was purchased
with proper sanction as any other Government vehicles were

purchased and whether it was run for the purpose for which
urchased and so 0Ol We remember too  well that

expert was made a

it was p ha”
for . the last three yecars the Minister gave us every good
promises—yes he gave these promises for three years conse-

tion now ? It is closed down ?

cutively ; but what is the posiit .
responsible ? - Is it not the Minister

It has failed. Who is _ .
onsible for this failure ?  We know only

who is primarily resp o
it is he who takes the money, it
bl

the Minister who came¢ here, |
is he who promised us that this scheme would be successful

Then let us come ‘to another thing—that is about
Cinchona. We find that Cinchona cultivation is there but
when we turn to the Budget we find a blank there also uI
will just refer to the capital outlay stated at page 526 of

the Budget.

a horrible picture will come. Here

If we compare it,
the vyear 1956-57 under the

in page 526 of the Budget for
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Head—Quinine Factory—it is blank. But we find in the
revised estimates for the year 1953-56, Rs.2,390 were taken
by the Department on the original Budget estimates of
Rs.2,28,100.  This being the position, only last year the
Minister had promised that he would make a factory, and
this House sanctioned a suin of Rs.2,28,10) for this purpose.
This House belicved him and gave the grant. Ultimately
he could not spend it and did not spend it, that is to say, his
promise remained unfulfilled. On what foresight did the
Minister promise that he would make the factory ? I have
utterly failed to understand. This only I see that before the
year ends his promise becomes entirely bascless.

We find also in page 530 that it is entirely blank. On
the plantation side also it is blank. In other words, Cinchona
which was also an industry of big promise as stated by the
Government have alse proved a failure. It was said about this
Industry that experiments, were going on in Assam about it
from as early as 1867, in a hallk}"—pank}r manner. But after
this long experience, ultimately the Government come to the
conclusion that it could be done on a commercial scale.
Therefore, this grant was very important. But after long
Years of experience the Government have ultimately f{ailed.

Then another thing was promised that oil could be ex-
tracted from Nahar seeds, and now it is said that the GCo-
coanut oil is very cheap and easily available from the place
of the present Senior Conservator of Forests, and so this
should be abandoned. That being so, we find now that all
Promises made by him on Cinchona and on Nahar utlirpately
end in a zero. Without going into any further details, as
the time is very short at my disposal, I want to say that
let this Minister who is in-charge of the Forest Department
Bive a satisfactory explanation to the House and to the
Country. He must satisfy the country and this House that
within these five years of his term whether things have been
made worse or not. This at least is our hope and expecta-
tion. Also it will bc better for our Government to consider
Whether he .can be replaced in the Cabinet by a more
suitable person, because the country cannot and should not
Continue to suffer for the sake of an individual.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Cut Motion moved is that
the total provision of Rs.74,96,300 under Grant No.5, Major
head—10.—Forests at page 24 of the Budget, be reduced by
Re.l, i. 2., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.74,96,300
do stand reduced by Re.l.
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*Shri HARESWA . GO3SWAMI : Mr. Deputy Speaker
I do not want to ake much time of the House ‘by rcpeat:
hon. Friend. Mr. Bhattachaiyya, has said.
the notice of the House '("L:rmin SCI‘iOUS

il

Sir,
ing what my

He has broughbt to
irregularitics done by the Minister-i -charge and demandedian
CX])I&H&L‘?:)!] from the Ministe r-in-charge. 1 would also likeiin
draw the attention of the Housc to other serious irregularities in
the Forest Department. The Forest Department is not an
ordinary Department of this Government, but it is revenue
earning Department. [f we could properly utilise the forest
resources of our State on commercial basis, it could bring a
lot of revenue O the State cofter which is very essential for
financing our devclopment plans. o N
Sir, I would only refer to certamn ‘1':'1’(:gL11.;1}j‘1[1<:s in felling
bers in Doom Dooina, namely, 10 Philobar1 Forest Reserve.
¢ hundreds of trees have  been felled illegally,
because the Divisional Forest (.)Hi(‘cr-i'n‘—ch;ugc oi the area was
in link with som¢ of the contractors. I'lius the revenue from it
which is due 10 the State Government has bc;rn deprived of and
felled trees had been taken from there. We have also heard
that the Divisional Forest Officer had been in charge of the
Division for morc than five ycars'and 'hc‘ was about to be
transferred from there when the Consci VTtOI]S)‘E Forests found
this illegality- When it was 1‘(':port(:;! Lh:]u the : visional Forest
Officer <hould be transferred IIT]mC(JIZLt('_; vl'l‘s he was there for
more than five Years, his transfer Ila(,l-l?t?l cz{r}cc}]ed. I do not
know how far itis true. 1 would liketo deaw the pointed
attention of the Housc that this 1s a “:’IC-JI-'IOUS‘mat'tel‘ where a
résponsible officer 1s involved, agd an this matter not only the
. 1e of the Divisional Forest

Officer is involved, b
itu : o 2L
Egrgi;;rpc}ovcrnment had lost revenue also for which it is

essential that the Divisional Forest Officer should have been

d from this part of the area.
transferre another thing. In Borduar Reserve

1 efer to :
1 would also ¥ ere felled illegally. The Batadraba

some trees w .
of Kamrup | have some trees and paid a royalty

: wanted to .
Sankar 1\/115510“1\/4[3'ny irees had been felled, and it was found

of Rsils ?3?3::; were sufficient to cover that ampunt of royalty.
that_38 tr ditional amount of royalty was given for felling
Again an 2 e 8 this way only 40 or 50 trees remained to be
more treess 1d learn that the contractor who was given the

felled. I €O had taken away all the trees. Itis really

ing trees : )
that trees are felled in this manner and taken away

te
unfortuna ©. is not proper to allow the contractorto have

in this matter.
#Speech not corrected

tim
It is reported tha

17
;
f
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Thirdiy also T will refer to the system which have been in
vogue in our State with regard to the Forest people. According
ty that system the Forest people give their labour and in lieu
thereof they get some trees and some other things free for their
own use. But although it has not been suspended in the Borduar
area where the I'orest people  were ready to give their labour,
they were not given anv fuel, ctc., for their use. Then, Sir, I
have to draw the attention of the House to the urgent necessity
of remodelling the Forest villages hecause these villages are not
properly looked after. There is no proper facility of water
supply, the condition of the roads in these area arc also far
from satisfactory. Generally these arcas are malarious : the
Public Health Department  should payv more attention to these
areas. I request the Minister-in-charge to see that the need
of these pcople, in respect of road, water supply, health, etc.,
are looked after properly ard with these words, Sir, I support
the Motion moved by my I'riend, Shri Bhattacharyya.

Shri JOGAKANTA BARUAH : Setary wcziva, 9% 939
Eﬁfﬁﬁ@ ﬁﬁ—ﬁ@ffi'ﬂ wFiFtd q@ FAY 4=l 9te® -7“3?{:“ I b .ﬂﬁ b GGG a0 51
A9z 07 alfzre am-fastachl OtE wfe warEm fRetd | @B IATEE O
Afa 705 «o 287 g (17 fcRia Am wwe: sor, B cif@ AT | EEIT
6630 FTEA RS AT by T wm fAwle @i Wity ot IR
Al MES o5 @l TA ialg pawiga wiw sma qtife @oed CICE)
FédeaeR sAta Aficarzsa | 98 5oty @ anm ﬂﬁ?ﬁ"ﬁ?ﬂ&" fsoas wifT gfw i=2-
@R AT S0 @ IF BF 495 Fea) corazia co a5dq feeas @¥ S0 (I AR
Y0 3T (FHE BFE AT 57 | Afers @3 F9cy Alcs sawicd g7 faen SfIFE
e sicen | Wzt @it efeas wsdlam e« sifege i T
ABTeng wiAF CwiT fwq |

Shri RAMNATH DAS (Minister) : Mr. Depuly Speak-
er, Sir, my Friend, Shri Barua, has said that .Gox'el“ln‘nc.'.lgt
should have spent more money than what is provu‘led 1101 til(c::
development of the forest resources in Assam. : 1Club :
agree with him, but the Government is circumstancec y
the limitation of finance which is placed under them.

Sir, with regard to the criticism of my Friend, bhlfl uii}éaét
tacharyya, I am afraid that he had made this un %—Ie s
criticism without knowing the real fact of the casé Gioveriis
attacked me and also the Department because the g Ay
ment has closed the Rosin Factory.  Sir, if I would Igowould
taken steps to close the Rosin Factory, Governmen e
have been blamed in a way more than what he has urlilr'qc =
ably done to-day. Sir, in the general discussion of t 1h . I
Motion he has raised a specific point. From what
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remein o A1 . .
sch eSS I will ITIC{:'[ his points from memor 7
scheme was plamled for the establi -mory. When the
SR hown | 2 '(,.‘al.tbll-hﬂ'lcnl of 4 Rosin F
muchJ t)l s, \»ri »y that chemist about whom he h n Tas Sl
1at » if i as
s Gat_ ‘t‘IC scheme, if 1mp!r-mcmC(1' — Sp?kcn SO
=k e r chlumcnt to  the tune of Rs.60,000 pe 1 an income
n : ' Trie i Cr ycar.
ae ) d} mlgt‘gd by my Friend over S o iHYLSI It has
GL' chemist has shown what would be the inc(l)e SCHETES
Choveg %1m{]3nt. RCIYm'-q; on this scheme submitted by | :}16 of
emist t.lrough the Conservator of Forests who o éat VOLy
modifications, the Government approved that schem ade SHES
~ i

Maulavi MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN: - Was it
. not

verificd by other chemist ?
Shri RAMNATH DAS (Minister): Our
Senior Conservator of 'l_"())r.esls. UIISCSSU::‘OtVI"aS
ay

examined by the
the entire blame on that chemist, because it was scrutinised b
‘ sed by

the Head of the Department too. Sir, the scheme whi
preparccl by the chemist and supported by the H_Wdllch was
Departmcnt shown the estimated income of Rs 4;&000(}{“ .th.e
ear. It was not approved by me because I tooriut?ll-

e

muth per yeal.

Forest portfoho in 1952. My Friend, Shri Bhattacl

must realise that this scheme was going on prior P tﬁc 1aryya,
De_pa-rtment by me. It was accepted by m - g‘kmg

i ing on the right of me and 1t was no)tf };le. ey

> Nath Das. Hence oF Aot

by the Forest Minister
have been no personal attack on me. This was als
Members of this House. If after a;g}%la?ég\:id

e

by the . :
scheme in that way, 1nowW Shri Bhattacharyya comes to bl
rnment for the closure of the schgme

me

the Minister qnd the Gove
without knowing the reasons thercof, then I must say that M
; x

BhattachaI'Y)’“' has levelled this criticism out of motive and th
: hat

is with 2 bad motive in his mind.

when this scheme was submitted, it was shown th
roduction per maund of rosin Wou;dt gt
e

n

34, Butw
ist, about whom my Fricnd has spoken so highly n
ow,

i e out at one stage that the cost of productio

e about Rs.54 or 55. What ispmore’ tﬁsp‘;;ma.und of
estimated that the sale price would be much higher glelt who
of the pro::luf_i’ﬂo‘1 cost per maund of rosin, but at tl?en s
when the rosin was actually put in the market, it did n fizlme
siore-than Rs.35 even for the best quality on retail °a10tbet(':h
Now, Sir, wa not the .Minister-in-charge knowin-u tf ta31§.
venture b rospect in future, justiﬁcd in dl"gawi:lz ttlﬁlg

ad no prosh
attention of the Gabinet and secking its decision as to whetl
‘ cr

over t his

i
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the scheme should be run at a loss or it should be closed
down so that Government might not undergo further ‘loss. I
leave it to the House to decide whether I, as the Minister-in-
chaige of the Depariment, acted wisely or not in keeping with
duties and responsibilities imposed upon me in advising the
Cabinet in the manner T did ? As vou might know, Sir, this was
a scheme which was launched not entircly on my own respon-
sibility but on the sanction of the Cabinet and also of this House.

Another charge that my Friend, Shri Bhattacharyya, has
brought against the Government is that Government allowed
the sale of the certain products of this scheme at a price much
lower than the market price.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: 60 times
lower, Sir.

Shri RAMNATH DAS (Minister): Sir, Shri Bhatta-
charyya seems to have come prepared to attack me with certain
facts and figures about which I make bold to say that these have
no bearing on the aciual state of aflairs. He only wanted to
raise a general discussion while movineg this Cut Motion.  Sir,
he cannot thercfore expect me (o give all the details on the
points that he has raised in this question of Rosin Factory. But
I.can, however, throw a challenze to him and boldly say that
his charge that Governmeni had sold certain products of this
rosin schemec at Ans. 12 per gallon which was sold at the
market at that time at Rs. 60 per gallon is to say the least is
entirely bascless. That could simply never be.

. Maulavi MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN: On a point of
information, Sir. Was any tender called from outside the State
at the time this commodity was put in the market with a view
to atrtact purchaser from outside ?

Shri RAMNATH DAS (Minister\ : I am coming to that
Point. Sir, tenders were called for. But what I wantto say
18 that I challenge the statement of Mr, Bhattacharyya that
Government sold certain commodity at the price quoted by him
when the market price was Rs.60 per gallon.

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: At annas
15/6 pies per pound to Messrs, Kanoria of Calcutta.

I accept your challenge,

Shri RAMNATH DAS (Minister): - The statement he
a8 made I repeat, is entirely baseless.
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Before S.C”i”-q our things, we called for tenders not only in
Assam but from outside too. Now alter calling for tenders if
we could not get the price as stated by my i;‘OC‘;d I'riend, Shri
Bhattacharyya, to-cay hcre in this House, what was the pro-
per course for us to follow ? Does he want us to wait and
wait for years until the stulf had gonc completely waste and
would not have fetched even the price at which they were sold

then ?

Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA: Mayl
know from the hon, RS rinter . o i oo iia

Shri RAMNATH DAS (Minister) : I am not giving
way to you Mr. Bhattacharyya. You were very unreasonable

to-day while critising mec.

Myr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Das, you should address
the Chair.

Shri RAMNATH DAS (Minister) : Sir, the way in
which he has criticised the Government and me, it has created
o very bad fecling not only in me but many Members of the
Flouse also have felt it very badly. Any way, Sir, my point is
whether or not I was justified in drawing the attention of the
Cabinct to the great loss sustained by this new venture which
had no prospect of being a payiig proposition even in future

in deciding to closc it down altogether ?  And secondly

justified in allowing the sale of the
ct at competitive rates when it be-
1t after calling for tenders not

only from this State but from the _outside also that the commo-
dity would not fetch any higher  price _than what s
received in tenders ? I feel Sir, I was quite jsutified in my

action.

and
whether or not I was

commodity in the open mark
came known to the Governmet

1. Members of the House will not

Therefore, I hope the ho1 _
be misguided by the wrong statement given by Mr. Bhatta-

charyya on this score.

Myr. DEPUTY SPEAKER :

o say all the facts just now.

Shri RAMNATH DAS (Min:ister) : But T can definitely
say this much that we have not sold any turpentine at 154 annas
per gallon against the alleged available price of Rs.60 per

ga.llon ;

I think you may not be able
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : On the next day of the sit-
ting you can come preparcd to give a reply.

Shri RAMNATH DAS (Minister): For giving details
of course, I can wait for my reply. But for the other matters, I
think, I have given sullicient reply in order to contradict the
Statement of Mr. Bhattacharyya that we have sold any turpen-

tine atannas 151 against the market price of Rs.60 per gallon as
alleged by him.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : The rest of the business can
stand over. I now adjourn the Housec.

ADJOURNMENT
The Assembly was then adjourned till 10 A.nm. on Tuesday

the 27th March, 1956.
R. N. BARUA,

Shillong, Secretary,
The 7th February, 1957, Legislative Assembly,
Assam,

AG.P. (L.A.) M0.214/56~-126m=18-2-1957,
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AGENTS IN INDIA

Messts. Thacker Spink & CTo., Calcutia.

Messts. W. Newman & Co., Calcutta.

Messrs. S. K. Lahiri & Co., Calcutta.

Messrs. R. Cambray & Co., 6 and 8/2, /Jactinga
Street, Calcutta.

Messrs. D. B, Taraporevala Sons and Co., 103,
Meadow Street, Fort, Post Bnx No.187.
Bombay.

The Indian School Supply Depot, 309, Bow.
Bazar Street, Calcutta.

The City Book Company, Post Box No.283
Madras.

The Director, The Book Company, Limited,
Book Secllers and Stationers 4/4A, College
Square, Calcutta.

The Manager, The Imperial Publishing Co.,
99, Ry. Road, Lahore.

Messrs,. Chapala Book Stall, Shillong.

Messrs. Sirbhumi Publishing Co., Calcutfa.

The Proprictor, ‘Graduates Union,” Gauhati.

Mr. Banwarilal Jain (Book Seller), 1719/2002,
Mati Katra, Agra (India).

Messrs. Low Book Society, 65/3, Harrison
Road, Calcutta.

The Director, Benares Corporation, University
Road, P.O. Lanka.

Messts. Law Book Society, 4A, Wellington
Square, Calcutta.

Messrs. Bodh Raj Marwah, Booksellers, Shop
No.63, Pusa Colony Market, Delhi-Karol
Bagh. New Delhi.

The Oxford Book and Stationery Co., Scindia

House. New Delhi/17, Park Street. Calcutta-16.

Messrs Mokshada Pustakalaya, Publishers and

Book Sellers, Gauhati.

Messrs Popular Book Depot (Regd.), Book-

sellers, Publishers, etc., Lamington Road,
Bombay-7, '



