Proceedings of the Ninth Session of the Assam Legisla.
tive Assembly assembled after the First General
Election under the Sovereign Democratic

Republican Constitution of India

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong,
at 10 am., on Saturday, the 17th March, 1956,

| PRESENT

Shri Kuladhar Chaliha, ».1., Speaker, in . the ' Chai,
the nine Ministers, the two Deputy Ministers, one Parliam

entary
Secretary and seventy-three Members.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
~ STARRED QUESTIONS
(To which oral answers were given)

Allotment of Corrugated Iron Sheets to Gauhati
Subdivision

| Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI asked -

*2, Will the Minister-in-charge of Supp]y be pleased to
State—

2 (¢) How many bundles of Corrugateq Iron Sheets
have been brought to Assam during the months
of Novembcr, DCCember, 1955, Januar and
February, 1956 ? 4

(6) How many of such bundles haye been allotted to
Gauhati Subdivision during the sajqg period (to
be shown month by month) ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER JEE (Minister) replied :

2, (a)—Twelve thousand seven hundred and ninety-four
bundles of Corrugated Iron Sheets were brought to Assam
during the period in question.
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(5)—Out of the above quantity of Corrugated Iron
Sheets imported to Assam, the following quantities were brought

to Gauhati—
November, 1955-—Nil.
December, 1955—817 bundles.
January, 1956—613 bundles.

February, 1956—207 bundles.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: What was the total
quota of Assam for the year 1955 ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister) : I want
notice of that quetsion, Sir-

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : What was the percen-
tage for Gauhati ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minist_er): It 'is
generally fixed on the population basis ; but sometimes special
demand is also considered.

Re: Allotment of CGement

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI asked :
#3. Will the Minister-in-charge of Supply be pleased to

state—
() How many bags of cement have been brought t0

Assam in November, December, 1955 and
January, February, 1956 ?

such bags have been allotted to the

(D)) Aol
() How many of r the months stated

Gauhati Subdivision fo
above ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister) replied :

3. (a)—A total quantity of 1,59,580 bags of cement
was brought to Assam from November, 1955 to February, 195 .

. (6)—Out of 1,59,580 bags, the Gauhati Subdivision
ret:)cewed 22,840 bags of cement during the period stated
above.
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Shri JADAV CHANDRA KHAKHLARI : w77 Jcefwa, I8

qZB1 T Fifaw Aaice—opalas @ gl fAae sled e (building)
Efity 7 FlHcd 2iwlT =igiq st forach w3 4a wARwR ?

Mr. SPEAKER : @ity sficg erzfets—Fe diwald 2

Shri JADAV CHANDRA KHAKHLARI: {&zpasq aitatata
fraics |

Mr. SPEAKER: You can get also at a higher price
from South India—it is 10 rupees I suppose.
Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE (Minister): It is
very difficult to answer such vague questions. Moreover this
question does not arise. However the position is this that some-
times they get something from the Director of Consumer Goods,
sometimes from District Committee where my Friend is also a
Member or it might be from the South Indian source, etc.

Shl‘i BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister); There
is also the industrial quota.

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

(To which answers were laid on the table)

Construction Works done in the Goalpara District der
2 Test Relief Work i

Raja AJIT NARAYAN DEB of Sidli askeq:

7. Will the Minister-in-charge of Revenue he
fer to the interim reply given to Unstarred Quest;
:ked by the Questioner on the 25th : Nov Cm%)ler 8115)5115N31:138t(}‘]ﬁt):
subject of construction works done in the G s
u‘;ufllcr Test Relief Work and state if the reportoalpara District

il called for from
the Deputy Commissioner of Goalpara, has been received by
Government ?

pleased to

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Deputy Minister) replied :

7.—Yes, the Deputy Commissioner’s report has since been
received, a copy of which is placed on the Library Table.



Separate staff to check the unrestricted shooting ia
the Reserve Forest areas

Shri RADHA CHARAN CHOUDHURY asked:

8. Will the Minister of Forests be pleased to state whether
Government propose to create a separate stalfin each Forest
Range to check the unrestricted shooting in the Reserve Forest
areas of the State ?

Shri RAMNATH DAS (Minister) replied:
8.—No. A separate staff for the purpose is not necessary.

The Area of Land lying fallow in the Tea
Garden Areas

Maulavi MEHRAB ALI LASKAR asked:

9. Will the Revenue Minister be pleased to state—

(¢) The area ofland lying fallow in the Tea garden
areas ?

(6) Whether Government propose to requisition these
fallow lands for distribution amongst the landless

agricultural workers ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Deputy Minister) replied:

__The exact area of land lying fallow in tea gardens

is no? i;rz(lg)\vn- But according to a recent survey by the Assistant
Director of Land Records the following areas in tea gardens
are lying fallow : —
Jorhat Subdivision ... 3719B—2K— 0L
Golaghat Subdivision ... 6900B—0K— OL
Sibsagar Subdivision ... 3660B—0K— OL

North Lakhimpur Subdivision ... 2374B—3K—10L
Figures for other Subdivisions are not available.
(b)—Yes, Government have already issued necessary

instructions to .i'_ht_l Deputy Commissioners and Subdivisional
Officers to requisition such fallow lands for distribution amongst
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the landless, flood-affected and displaced persons including
agricultural workers.

Grant received by Gohalkona Middle English School
under Article 275 of the Constitution

Shri RADHACHARAN CHOUDHURY asked:

10. Will the Minister-in-charge of Education be pleased to
state— -
(@) Whether any grant has been given to Gohalkona

Middle English School out of the fund received

under Article 275 of the Constitution ?
(6) If not, why not ?

Shri OMEO KUMAR DAS (Minister) replied:

10. (a)-—YGS.
(4)—Does not arise.

Conversion of annual leases into periodic lease

Raja AJIT NARAYAN DEB of Sidli asked:

11. Will the Minister-in-charge of Revenue be pleased to

state— 2
(a) If the Government orders for execution of the
Government declared policy of converting annual
leases into periodic lease have been issued ?

(b) If not, whether any action in this matter is going to
be taken within the next year ?

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister) replied :

11. (a)—Yes.
(6)—Does not arise.

Agricultural Loan

Shri RAMPRASAD CHAUBEY asked :

12. Will the Minister-in-charge of Revenue be pleased to
state in how many cases agricultural loan, under the Land

Improvement Loan Scheme, has been granted in Sadar Sub-
division of Cachar up till now ?
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Shri HARESWAR DAS (Deputy Minister) replied:

12.-—The question is vaguc as it does not mention any
period of granting such loans. The Revenue Department did
not grant any such loan from last year. The Agriculture
Department generally deal in such loans.

Formation of Rural Panchayat Gauhati
Shri RADHACHARAN CHOUDHURY asked :

13. Will the Minister-in-charge of Rural Panchayats
be pleased to state—

(a) How many Mouzas were recommended to the
Government by the Development Board, Gauhati
for formation of Rural Panchayats during 1955

56:¢

(b)) How many of such Mouzas have been granted
Rural Panchayats ?

(¢) What is the reason for the delay in the formation of
such Panchayats ?

Shri SIDDHINATH SARVA (Minister) replied :

13. (G)——Thﬂ Development Board, Gauhati recommend for
formation of 23 Rural Panchayats in the Subdivision.

(b)———Twenty-three Panchayats will be constituted this

(¢)—The Assam Rural Panchayat Act, 1948 was
amended Py the Assembly in the last November Session of the
Assembly and received the assent of the Governor of Assam on
the 22nd December, 1955, The Panchayats are being formed,
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General discussion on the Budget

Shri AKSHOY KUMAR DAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg
to draw attention only to a few aspects of the Budget. It is
true these have been repeated, but still, probably there can
never be too much of repetition in these important points.
Sir, we are well known to be agriculturists or the agricultural
people—we, meaning the Assamese. But unfortunately our
position has been that we are agriculturists without agricultural
lands and so the difficulty has been very great. Under such
circumstance, any real relief may come only through small or
cottage industries to the agricultural people. In Upper Assam
area the agricultural people are surrounded by tea lands.
Irom these tea lands different kinds of people are deriving
different sorts of incomes. But the local agriculturists residing
within those tea lands which are very good agricultural
lands, are leading a very deplorable life in a marjority of
cases.  Probably Government as well as labour organisations
will do well to direct their attention and energy in organising
tea labour from amongst these agriculturists who are compelled
to live without work for want of necessary agricultural lands

Again, Sir, in this respect another factor is to be considered
and that is the unrestricted importation of tea labour Fap
outside. ~There may be some restrictions
actually every year tea labour force is comin
the State. The number is certainly diminishing” from what it
was before, but this importation is still there. "If the Govern-
ment as well as the.: tea labour organisationg, T mean . the
non-official organisations, all combine to see that the local
agriculturists who are forced to remain idle for want of suitable
agricultural lands, are organised and employed ip e
then a great problem is solved and another equall Feat
problem is warded off. By the latter T mean thjg im%o%t of
unemployed men from outside ; because there ig no denvine the
fact that Assam’s resources are also limited anq as }sruc% it
cannot afford to have any number of unemployed B
thrust upon her from outside. yea zpeok

As to supplementing the income of the agriculturists b
small and cottage m.dustries,_ I am simply repeatin But a’;
I have already said, in drawing the attention of th% Govern-
ment and the people in general, there can never be too much
repetition 1n this important matter. Sir, in this respect one
factor appears to me to be very important and that is publica-
tion of all details about small and cottage industries-

Frankly speaking, we are almost ignorant of any details
whatsoever and for want of details we cannot procee

in paper but
g from outside



486 GENERAL DISCUSSION ON THE BUDGET [17TH MaRr.

in any of the industries. At present we are aware
of some names only, but how to take up any of such
industries or how the work to be done or how to proceed,
those details are not known to us. Probably the Industries
Department and the Publicity Department may help the
cople a lot in this matter. Every detail is necessary to be
published in a place like Assam because here there are
very little of industry to be seen.

Another important factor in connection with the industry is
the preservation of natural fisheries. There are very big
natural fisheries in Assam, but gradually owing to different
ese natural fisheries are dying out and as such the

changes th t Are dyir
quantity of fish 1s very fast diminishing. If Government pay
immediate and proper attention to this problem then only this

important foodstuff can be maintained, otherwise I for myself
find it difficult to believe that any pisciculture scheme can
successfully make up the loss. In preserving these natural
fisheries, the first thing that is necessary 1S to spend some money
by way of improvement. Some improvement has been
necessary in a qumber of t}}ese natural fisheries and if we
could have the original quantity of fish from these natural
fisheries, there will be a very big industry of dry fish and thlﬁ
dry fish could be profitably sold to outside people. That wi

be a good income both to the Government as well as cert:-;_m
sections of local people. ~ But till mow no scheme S or
improvement of natural fisheries have been taken up. There
may be some allotments here @md there but those allotments
have not been worked out -tlll now. _I hope Government
will not lose further time in this important matter.

Another small industry is the preparation of bone-meal.

2 - also a matter which needs proper attention ; wastage of
hates Is has to be stopped as early as possible. Tons of

w materia A - P :
{;neg are every year being wasted in different parts of Assam.

But Assam is very suitable for horticulture and for horticulture,
it is well known, bone-meal is very necessary ancl.1f we 1mport
bone-meal from Calcutta and other places of India, generally
the price becomes high and it becomes prohibitive to an
Average cultivator in Assam. So I hope some help by way

ation and instructions will be made available to

Then, Sir, 1is the oft-repeated question of transport. Tt
every citizen of Assam and as such I cannot but
myself with the grievances of our people in
transport—I mean Assam’s connection with the

touches
associate

regard to
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rest of India. SCCOll(]ly‘, it 18  our wusual experiencc
fow-a-days to wait for hours together in certain stations—I
mean those stations between Amingaon and Fakiragram. It 18
almost a daily factor for passengers to wait for two to three
hours for even the express trains. It is very uncommon for an
express train to arrive in time ; it is habitually late and some-
times as late as 9 hours. The Brahmaputra bridge

Mx, SPEAKER : TIor Railway it is not the proper forum-

Shri AKSHOY KUMAR DAS: Incidentally I simply
mention it because unless important articles are exported
and imported regularly they will altogether become rare in
the market.

Myr. SPEAKER: The railway officials are now sitting
with the Chief Minister

Shri AKSHOY KUMAR DAS: But somchow the fecling
in Assam is that people from-outside do not se
and importance of this problem. So they
we expect to be in selving this difficulty.

¢ the urgency
are not so quick as

Mre. SPEAKER : Shri Mathur, Sri Surendranath Barua
and Shri B. Arora—all of them were here yesterday : I do not
know whether they are to-day also. They have disjcussed the
various difficulties with our Chief Minister, Therclonet ot
appears, Government has taken all possible steps. ;

Shri AKSHOY KUMAR DAS: They ape
increasing the number o_f wagons. Wc also hope thg
will draw greater attention for a quick solution of th
problem.

thinking of
t the matter
1S important

Mzr. SPEAKER : At least a Committee IS St T haE
shows our Government is quite alert. AR =

Shri AKSHOY KUMAR DAS: Asto Fores]
one word. By way of utilisation of forest produce. JEarasl,
say that huge quantities of timber ﬂowing Sonetine frgm
outside Assam, through Assam of course, ang Soros e
within Assam itself through diflerent rivers are yasted every
year, Instead of allowing this huge Jquantity of timber to be
wasted, some plan for treatment of these timbers should be
thought of by the Forest Department also so that soft timbers
may be utilised for better work.

also, only

7 :
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Shri RAMNATH DAS (Minister) : Thatis being dont

Shri AKSHOY KUMAR DAS: Then my earnest request
to the Department is that there should be greater speed in
this also, because simply taking up these things for the last
few years will not help us.

Shri RAMNATH DAS (Minister): That is for the
Second Five-Year Plan.

Shri AKSHOY KUMAR DAS: I think that preparation
for these schemes can be started any moment so that the
Second Five-Year Plan does not mecan the last year of the
Second Five-Year Plan. Anyway, I am glad that it has caught
attention of the Department and they are trying that way
also in this matter.

Then also as to plantation. Scheme for plantation of

different valuable timbers is certainly possible. Only three
years or so back the then Senior Conservator of Forests,
Mr. Stracy, was heard to say in a mecting of some Assembly
Members in one of the Assembly rooms here that difterent
kinds of valuable timbers could be grown in diflerent areas
suitably and profitably. By way of example, he mentioned
Sisu and Segun as to be very suitable for Barpeta soil and
climate, but I personally do not find any start in this matter.
I think some plantations of these valuable timbers can actually
be proceeded with. We have seen Sisu growing naturally and
luxuriantly in many parts of Assam including Barpeta and IS

growth 1is also quick.

Mr. SPEAKER: It will require at least hundred years !

Shri AKSHOY KUMAR DAS: That is about Segun. In
any way these are important timbers. These constitute our
permanent wealth. We should take measures to start plan-
tation of these timbers so that our next generation will enjoy
the fruits. With these few words I conclude my speech.

Shri KAMALA PRASAD AGARWALA: Mr. Speaker,
Sir, 1 thank the Finance Minister for his long introductory
speech while presenting the Budget Estimate for 1956-57. His
speech 1s of historical importance being in between the end
of the First Five-Year Plan period and threshold of the 2nd
Five-Year P_lan. Future generations will judge the ments
and demerits of the policies, schemes, achievements and
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objectives as well as the revolutionary changes that would take
place in our socio-economic structure, as outlined in the
speech. The First Iive-Year Plan period is ending with a
blessing of a rise in the national income by 12.3 per cent and
in the revised 2nd Five-Year Plan as approvel by the Plan-
ning Commission an increase of 15.8 per cent is envisaged. But
one thing we have been noticing since the beginning of
the Plan and in spite of the increase in the national income
that the cost of living in Assani is mounting year after year
defeating the very objective of the Plan namely to raise the
standard of living. If this mounting cost of living cannot be
checked with firm determination then our lot will be like
moving in a vicions circle. If the ratio between cost of
living and rise in the national income remains the same, how
can the living standard be raised ? The price index of food
stuffs and other essential commodities of different States in
India will reveal to any on what high prices we are paying
for our food and essential materials. Unless, Sir, the cost of
living is reduced and brought in par with other States, Assam
will always lag behind and pace of progress siowed down
to the point of suflocation and her very existence would be
at stake. It is high time that we seriously think why this
i so. I am not an economist but it passes my understanding,
Sir, how in other States in spite of their having population
three or four times more than Assam articles of food and
essential commodities are selling incredibly cheap and
available in plenty ? I had the very good fortune of
visiting many parts of Northern=India fas: far 55 Amritsar
very recently and 1 was amazed to find at Amritsar mjlk selling
atsix annas per scer, Ghee at Rs.3-8-0 to Rs.4-8.¢ per seer
mutton at Rs.1-4-0 per seer, cabbages at annag 2 per see;‘
and every other article at almost half the priced prevailing in
any town and villagein Assam. I had also Compared prices at
Delhi, Agra; Dehradun, Jaipur, etc., etc., but nowhere prices
were so high as in Assam. It was a great reve'ation to me and
I only wished if I could bring our people to thege
glad they would be and how much they woylg
to grow things cheaper. Is not the boast of
that our people are better off than people o
mocking and harmful propaganda ?

The real position is that, Sir, both the people and Govern-
ment are not giving due attention to agriculture

places how
have learnt
somebody saying
f other States a

as it deserves.

As a result nothing is grown except paddy in large scale, we
have to import a huge quantity of foodstuffs from other States
which can be grown easily in our State. Had these been
grown in the country, transport of other essential commodities
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would flow which we so much need for the development
of the country. There is a saying, Sir, in Assamese that ¥4
staga @iws aifFa afez @ifz Az

I think I will be correct if I change the aphorism and
say that 9FiF @z «<iF <=l aifsear atfz =F 1 Sir, you will
appreciate my saying so il you go round in our country-side
both in the Hills and the Plains. Vast lands remain fallow
for major portions of the year. Contrast this sight with
any agricultural field in the up country States. You will, Sir,
barely even find an inch of Jand lying fallow and without
some sort of crop for a single month in the year. Why thisis
so ? The answer was given by the Congress President,
Shri M.M. Chaudhury, the other day in his Budget discussion.
He said quoting from statistics that out of 365 days in the year
our villagers remain active only for 145 days and for 220 days
they remain idle. Ts this, Sir, not a factor in making our
cost of living high and congestion in the transport due 10
import of foodstulls from other States ? Sir, I have enumerated
these facts only to show how poor wc¢ arc in agricultural

produc's and that the State has suflicient possibilities of
agricultural products in different crops both for internal and
external consumption. We have not exhausted our agricul-

over to industries and leave agri-

culture to take its own course. If our people do not culti-
vate more than one crop, means must be found to keep the
lands cultivated throughout the year. The Mymenshingia
immigrants have changed the face of the country by their

cultivation of rotation of crops. It may not matter who

among us remain idle but it does matter to the country if the

lands remain fallow. Government may consider the proposal
of incdenting seasonal cultivators from other States for special
cultivation and specially during months when paddy is not
cultivated. If lakhs of Noonious can dig earth and make ourl
roads and embankments, why not people like them come and
do the seasonal cultivation ? It can’t be helped ifpeople do not
work. 5o, Sir, my request to Government is that our Stale
must be made selfssufficient in matters of all foodstuffs., This
position must be changed during  the next Plan period.
Another great contributory causc to the cost ot high living
is the transport bottle neck to and from Assam. We cannot
depel‘ld on the present system of transport by rail and river
routes as inter-State communications. Unless Pakistan allows
flow _of goods wia  Parbatipur, the movement of goods vid
Maniharighat is bound to be costly and transhipment delays
due to absence of bridges over the Ganges at Maniharighat and
the Brahmaputra, If bridges are ever constructed that is long

tural resources to switch

P a| - SR B
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term measure. The only cheap route throughout Assam is
the steamer route from Calcutta and the other places. The
foreign steamer services is primarily meant for tea at special
freighat rates and does not cater to the needs of the
general - merchandise. They alo do not increase their
shipping space to carry extra load in preference to tea and
tea garden requirement for Calcutta. It is therefore of utmost
importance and urgency to nationalise the services. If that is
not possible immediately then Government should take the
bold initiative of opcning its own steamer service from Calcutta
to Assam as quickly as possible if it really wants to serve
the people from the greedy clutcher of the bulls and bears
every year. Sir with the solving of these two problems of
transport bottle-neck and self-insufficiency in food and
agricultural products our State can hope to march ahead of
other States and not before as many seem to think.

Swami KRISHNANANDA BRAHMACHARI : i9dia 9«7
TrzieE, rdld A TEmE Atetr @4 stoes 2 awas ATt [ReTdt wEived
Bt TEE 91T AAF (SdeF T2 gwEw fwes |
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e M 1 8 R L W e G o i PO o B B e ) [ £ | ) = Kl
e ArAS @2 FACEEI TACE TE @B TN MT FI AT IS AT
teata TEe BEd @A rmEiEE a9 9es  ucafes v fefaw
Aq1 AFF 929 | OAEFFSE Agra afaFelEd ST Atz A_Serm Signeas
Giffs e 2@ o FfER aifa ) A2ihe e st afFsie
GriTEIT AN ST ATAGT ol FIA AL TfoT @ATS WP fwce
amg ;. wtaifaw Gie cafss  fefeq eoascz @fsts iz fira aifsm o
giqyTet cAtaE acst wcet wifsa (afew 9 9T Signifgs Auterdfs Simea
tarm | Uiedls WiF vl afenfd e *f[Tea oo g cvas =
Stz [AATTH 9TEE wH (zez | 9% TN BbAFIcAe ST SISl 9@
¢ atest |

ceaatala ffem 2:adifFai@a 491 A¥sta iz iy ortg w99t oihaed
T eftg | &9 bpIwEd Afes e quy wthg atwsta) sizTeEaE]
crttgcatd o AoT= 2031 2FAlC | A WiF Mimmw  cosraisea AFICH
wifi at# FC 1 T2 TS A il AiEaits s faw e
Ftacd F73 Aica P Trizad gwA 1B 39 (3 93 Flwaiais wacfeEie als
Tud AT T GAFIET A At G cstiizmettay fRrare atg SpatE oA

4 ARCT 6B FlAg | @I AN 5% <y i@ ziEl SIEAEER
TeTpR A cri FAt®S T aBiE W SR )

1 72T =1 {u0n 9% @f FHeA bavtag v wrevd 6 il |
pavica ABAT AFFaT fH0S He1m wop qowg  FEET wIE FEE



492 GENERAL DISCUSSION ON THE BUDGET [17rn MAR.
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Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I offer
my thanks to the Finance Minister for his able presentation of
this bold Budget and the robust optimism which has been
spread over in the pages of the Budget—the special feature
being deficit and yet no taxation.

Sir, ours is an age of political power.
are turning to Government to accomplish pu
were left to other institutions. The Unitedq
New Deal. Great Britain has gone
ment in Russia is both totalitarian and
has gone t}}e way of socialism, nay a few monthseba ok the
Indian National Congress which met a¢ Amritsar had not only
reiterated Abadi resolution of Socialistic Pattern of Society but
had adopted and pledged to socialistic  society, . IO
cite instances, just after the attainment of Independence, India
liguidated those big Rajas and Zamindapys, The richest man
in the world, the Nizam of Hyderabad-_haq been liquidated.
The Company Law Amendment Acg, controlling the powers
of the Managing Agencies with 5 view to check the
accumulation of wealth in the hands of 4 few, legislation of

Everywhere people
r'poses that formerly
States has had its
Socialistic. Govern-
dictatorial. India too
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marriage and divorce, the Hindu Succession Bill, the nation-
alization of the Life Insurance Societies are instances in point.
In this way India is going to that end.

Sir, most of the things that are needed for India generally
and for Assam particularly are being voiced by the hon. Members
in the House. We are all grateful to the Iinance Minister for
his having said that this is an election Budget and the
hon. Members are also making speeches in that view going out
of bounds in most cases of party discipline, which I do not

consider as correct.

Sir, Land Reform, Education, Untouchability, Prohibition,
Major Industries, Minor Industries, Co-operation, Assam Link
and such other vital subjects about which the hon. Members have
already spoken elaborately. I do not propose to deal with them
now. Prohibition and untouchability are things which cannot
be attained by simply delivering lectures, unless it is done with

the missionary zeal.

are in the best of times as well as in the worst of
he Government and the Party in power,
I mean the Congress, are in the overwhelming majority and the
Opposition is thinning down to non-entity and, therefore,
Government are not to think of their Party position. W0r§t,
because Government may pass the Bud}get through with
assurances given to the suggestions made by the ‘h0n, Members
but this is not the end of it. Government lnuxé see that the
suggestions given by the hon. Members are acted up to.

Sir, we
times. Best because t

in this House are not new.
: : ; in my opinion, a very vital
¢ very important thing and, 1in I 1
%%'ect 131(-1 the present context, is family planning. We all want
Iangl and no Government can solve the land problem unless
the family planning is undertaken to restrict the growth of
population and bring about relief to the pressure on land.

Sir, most of the things told

Land reforms, family planning and industries big and small—

A1l these combined alone will, I am sure, lead us to our desired
aal 1o achieve this end , one most primary thing needed is
© Jucation: This is the panacea of a1.1 wits. In a poor country
like India and particularly Assam, this must be free in all stages
1d achieve this, 90 per cent of the so called troubles

nd if we cou : : : . )
?vould disappear- I'hen the question arises—1if free education
;s to be given as suggested whose is the money ? My answer

to it, SIr, 18 that when the boys and girls after finishing their
¥
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studies will enter into Government service and take to other
avocations of life, a reasonable deduction from their income
should be made If we could arrange to have money that way,
I 'am sure, the question of money may be effectively selved.

Sir, I may kindly be permitted to criticise the policy and
the workings of the Government.

A Government, however proficient and efficient—it
might be, must be criticised in its proper perspective.
Its policy and its workings must be changed to suit the time
and circumstances as exigencies arise, The Ahom students in
the Government High Schools are granted free-studentships on
the total rolls of the Ahom students  but in case of the other
students, free-studentships are granted on the tota] enrolment in
the school. This in my opinion, Sir, is a clear case of dis-
crimination and I would like to draw the pointed attention of
the Minister-in-charge of Education to this with a view that he
would be pleased enough to give due consideration to this
matter and do away with the discrimination at his earliest.
Yesterday, my Friend, Shri Lila Kanta Barah of Nowgong,
mildly hinted that even though some of the constituencies of
Nowgong have been greatly benefited from the developmental
Projects of the Government, his constituency has not at all been
benefited. He further hinted that our Ministers have become
constituency-minded. Righlty or wrongly—perhaps rightly—
many Hon’ble Ministers have formed the Opinion that our
Ministers have become constituency-minded. p my opinion
it is right. My request to the Ministers is that they must so
behave that the hon. Members may feel that they are of
the people, for the people. I would appeal to them to be
less constituency-minded and  that they  wouyld administer
Justice to the State asa whole and DOt "o this © or that
Constituency alone as complained of,

Sir, I want to draw the attention of “the Houseitoohc
more thing which directly comes under the portfolio of our
Chief Minister. ‘The matter relates to the Demow C. D. Block
in Sibsagar and it is in my constituency. J do not have much
experience of the work of other N. E, S, or C. D. Blocks but
50 far the works of the Demow C. D. Block is concerned it is
far from satisfactory. The workings of the p, E. O. in this
Block is simply shocking. Here the P, E. O. had concrete
reinforced rings manufactured with bamboo materials instead
of iron ores and when one of the ring-wells was in the process
of sinking, some rings were broken and a labourer had narrowly
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escaped death. I hope the Chief Minister will kindly look info
this and enquire about the matter.

Mr. SPEAKER: Was it done on an experimental basis ?

Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI: Do not know, Sir.
The concrete reinforced rings of bamboo were being sunk and
in the process one man was about to be killed as some rings
were broken. :

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI . (Chief Minister): When
the man died ?

Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI: No death but narrow-
ly escaped death.

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister) : Did you
inform the S. D, O. ahout this?

Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI ; Yes, Sir, both ‘the
S. D. O. and the Deputy Commissioner wWere informed.

Not only that. In October about 93 children of Tribal
people died of dysentery. The area where this occurrence took
place is a very backward one. Itisin Panidehing.

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister) : What is the name
of the village ? :

Shri GIRINDRA NATH GOGOI: The name of the
village is Dolopa Miri Gaon and the name of the place where
ring-well was sunk is the Kowarpore Mauza and in village
Salapathar.

These are samples of the instances how the P. E. O. is
behaving in his due discharge of duties.

With these words, Sir, I resume my scat.

Shri BIMALA KANTA BORAH : Mr. Speaker, Sir, our
Finance Minister has received congratulations from all quarters
of the House including my Communist Friend, Shri Gaurisankar
Bhattacharyya, of the Opposition side, and I do not propose [t
be an exception. Undaunted by 3 consecutive deficit Budgets
behind him and with a four crores deficit Budget before him,
our Finance Minister proposes not only to go ahead with the
developmental programmes, but is determined to find out
11 crores of rupees to finance the Second Five-Year Plan.
This, indeed, is a very good and welcome news to us, andl
have nothing but praise for his boldness and optimism. Doubts
have been expressed in certain quarters that on account
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of the deficit Budget, the financial position of our country is not
sound and some have even doubted the capacity of the Govern-
ment to implement the Second Tive-Year Plan. I am, Sir;
not at all worried by the deficit Budget of our State. Even the
Central Government, not to speak of other States, is facing a
deficit of 16 crores of rupees. In fact, all the States in India
to-day are having deficit Budget. I shall not be wrong when
I'say that in India to-day there is not a single State where
the Budget is not a deficit one. Sir, I find, even though our
Budget is a deficit one, sufficient funds have been provided
for various developmental projects. If sufficient money is not
provided for the various devplopmental projects, we cannot
expect to achieve the prosperity of the country. Because the
prosperity of the country or the introduction of the socialistic
pattern of society as we call it to-day, all depend on the
implementation of these projects. If the projects are not pro-
perly implemented and in proper time and without undue
delay, then the dream of our people nflll_not be fulfilled. If we
want to achieve our dream of the soci alistic pattern of society,
greatest importance is to be given to the implementation of
the projects under the next Five-Year Plan. Are we prepared
to implement all the projects ? Sir, Iwill refer to one thing
which, to my mind, appears to be the snag in our administra-
tion, Next to Education, I feel that Co-operative, Agriculture
and Cottage Industries are the most important Departments
for the purpose of introducing a socialistic pattern of socie e
Unless the economic standard of the people is raised, it is of
10 use talking about such a society. Mere speeches et
solve the problems of the people. T would like to submit,-Sir
that there must be regular planpmg, there must . :
thinking, As I have already submitted that these three Depart-
ments are the most important Departments, but I feel that
these Departments have not reccnfed ]:he Lecessary attention
that they deserve. Since the resignation of Mr, Choudhury
these three Departments were div1ded and placed in charce 0}-
Ministers who are over-worked. Sir, the Co-operative Deg art-
ment is the most important Department of the present day
We cannot establish a socialistic pattern of society wunless e
work through the Co-operative Societies. Yesterday and last
September, a proposal has been mooted in this House that
a loan of Rs.1,000 be given to 20 lakhs families of Assam to
improve their economic condition. The proposal was only
in the germinating stage last year. In this Session, I find it
has gone further and more Members have supported’ it. From
a small germ this scheme has developed into a plan and this is
likely to cause a headache to the Government in future. The

be proper
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question now is how to counteract it. My submission is that its
solution lies in the Co-operative Movement and we need more
money to implement it. Sir, with regard to economic condi-
tion of the people, it has become very difficult now-a-days.
We do not even get Rs.20 to borrow in the villages. How ‘
the poor people can then get money for improvement of their
cultivation ? It is only through the Co-operative Movement, t
and through it we can help the people. Of course some loans

are granted to the people from the fund of the Community
Projects and by Government as agricultural loans but that is L
not sufficient. Have we done our duty in this respect ? But P
this important Department has been given to the Minister who
is very much over-worked, I mean, the Public Works Depart-
ment Minister who is in charge of the biggest spending Depart-
ment in the State and he has to spend about...... (Mr. Speaker : |
7 crores and odd). Yes, Sir, 7 crores and odd. Then there ‘
is again the Transport Department which is growing. Being
in charge of such Departments, it is impossible for him to
think and make plans. He has no time to think about all
these things. TIfeel that the Co-operative Movement requires
vigorous thinking and regular planning. Sir, it is said that
there is everything in the Government except thinking because
these Ministers have no time to think. It was stated by Shri A
M. M. Chaudhury that our Chief Minister works 18 hours
a day. He is really so busy that he has no time_to think '
about these Departments (Laughter). (Mr. Speaker : You wang

a gentleman who can think). Sir, yesterday and all these
days we have been hearing speeches on land reforms and
stopping of fragmentation of land from different speakers, 19
Fragmentation of lands can be stopped only through the
co-operative farming. In England in order to stop the frag-
mentation of land they have introduced the law of primogeni-
ture. In Germany, it is the nominec of the father who is lg
the right legal heir to the land and the lands remain in tact.

No Government can stop the fragmentation of land unless the
people understand the Co-operative Movement. The.refore,
Sir, in order to pool these fragmentary units of land into a ‘
single co-operative farming, the co-operative farming is being
extensively practised in China and Russia. In this view of the }
matter the Co-operative Department is the most important

Pt ot
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Department. If we really want to solve the problems of the i
agriculturists......... (Mr. Speaker: But there is caution both in
China and Russia). ‘

Sir, co-operative farming is the order of the day, and that
has been admitted by the Government as well. ~The willing
co-operation of the people is necessary and there must be a man \
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who can think about these matters properly and who can make
plans and schemes. Therefore, Sir, I feel that this Depart-
ment has not been given the proper attention. Similar is the
case with Agriculture Department. Co-operative, Agricul-
ture and Cottage Industries are allied Departments. Agricul-
ture has been placed under the Forest Minister. The Forest
Department is a revenue earning Department. The Forest
Minister has to devote his time to raise the revenue of the
State. He has no time also and he generally deals with wild
animals and game sanctuaries but in Agriculture Department
we are to deal with the human beings.

- Sir, about the Cottage Industries and the Publicity Depart-
ments, I want to make a few observations. These Departments
were placed in charge of Medical Minister. So far as medical
people are concerned, they are the most silent people and they
never talk, But this Publicity Department is the propaganda
Department. Sir, these three Departments, as I said are the
most important Departments and I earnestly request the Chief
Minister to consider the matter. Of course we have only one
year and after the next election, we do not know what will
happen. Still, when we are going to implement the Second
Five-Year Plan, we must give our best thoughts to the three
Departments. There is money of course for buildings and
bridges but that will not be sufficient to raise the economic
land of the agriculturists. Therefore, my ecarnest appeal to
Government is that these Departments should be amalgamated
and placed in charge of one Minister who can vigorously think
and co-ordinate. I do notmind if a new Minister is appointed
for these Departments.

Sir, being myself a lawyer, I would now 1like to speak
a few words on Judiciary. There are Additional Judges in some
Districts of Assam including Nowgong. These Additional
Judges have no power to entertain appeal motions and other
petitions.  Great difliculty is arising after the amendment of
the Criminal Procedure Code now. Recently, a man was
convicted by the Third Class Magistrate at Now’gong and was
fined Rs.15. He wanted to file an appeal and formerly such
an appeal used to lie before the District Magistrate.

But now that law is abolished ; all such appeals now lie
to the judges. As thereis no Sessions Judge at Nowgong ;
a man who is fined Rs.10 or 15 by a Magistrate of the 2nd and
3rd class has to run to Gauhati to file an appeal. There he
engages a pleader on a fee of Rs.50 or so. Then, the appeal
is heard at Nowgong by the Additional Judge and he is again
to engage a pleader at Nowgong at Rs.50 or so. So, to appeal
against a fine of Rs.10 he has to spend about Rs.100 without,
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of course, knowing the fate of his appeal. Sir, this is very
awkward situation. I think immediate steps should be taken
to invest the Additional Judges with power to entertain appeals,
petition, etc. ~ Absence of powers is causing great hardship to

the public.
Mr. S_PEAKEB_: Mr. Borah, can we legislate on that ?
Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: Yes, Sir, it is in - the
Concurrent List. et

Shri BIMALA KANT A BORAH : So, Sir, I would request
Government to examine the ‘matter and arrange to delegate
certain powers to the Additional Judge at Nowgong and other
places. That can be done. 'Of "coursg, I have not brought
the book but I know there are certain provisions which enable
Government to do that. Lh o i

A‘I}Other thing, Sir ; formerly offences under Section 304
were tried by Jury. But now these offences have been split up
into two parts, part one has been made triable by Jury and part
two by the Judge himself without the ‘aid of Jury. Now, Sir,
this has given rise to a peculiar situation. There is no pre-
liminary hearing now-a-days before an accused is committed to
the Court of Sessions. The Magistrate reads the police diaries
and immediately commit the accused to the session, Itis very
difficult to decide under which part of Section 304, Indian
Penal Code the accused is to be committed from a perusal

of the case diary. - :
My third point is about the dress of the pleaders and
advocates in Court. Formerly the British Government prohibit-
ed certain dresses for appearance in Courts, Dhoti was banned ;
should be allowed.

but now Dhoti is a respectable dress and it
I hope Government will take steps. to revise the rules relating

to dresses in Court,
(The bell rang)

Another point regarding the Embankment. and Drainage
Department, which is very important. We are going to have
embankments everywhere, There is a proposal for an embank-
ment on both sides of the river Brahmaputra.

(T'he bell rang agatn,)
Shri MANIK CHANDRA DAS: @7 S0% Teh,
w7 GICE A2 RS MTIF 17 | afsfye e[y sthw FEE | s
afits GPHTE IO R Bifer dds  @ew® faca faoettd
571 ®farm SR IAE (Sds TR cpdatia garaig. HAiE |

qezivd, (N3 aAteb fwen  fewela otcatem FEICE 2| AT
afa @t Sl e tEcE Simatem Ffacg | wie Reelscs s@tate
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Shri AARAN SANGMA : My, Speaker, Sir, I am thank

ful to you that you have given me an opportunity to take part
in the general discussion of the Budget.
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Sir, first of all, I offer myv thanks to the Finance Minister
for his: comprehensive and elaborate Budget, in which we have
observed the achievement of past four years. No doubt that
our Government with the limited fund at their disposal, done
whatever possible on their part. As many of our Friends of
this House have discussed all the aspects of the Budget speech,
I shall confine myselt within the aspects, as I feel important
from my point of view.

Sir, particularly in my district of Garo Hills, Government
haye done some improvement in various Departments but the
Garo Hills District is so backward that the improvement so
far done by the Government cannot meet the requirements of
the district. There are much more to be done yet. In
respect of education, our Garo people are too backward ; they
are poverty-stricken and therefore it is not possible on their part
to bear the necessary expenditure for education. Of course
some help has been given in the shape of free studentship’
stipends and scholarships to the poor, needy and intelligent,
boys and girls, but that is not enough.

Sir, I wholeheartedly support what has been saig by my
Friend, Mr. B. Das, regarding imparting free education to all
the students of Hills and Plains tribals in all stages of education
I also think that this will go a great way to help and encourage:
our backward people in the field of education.

Then, regarding Agriculture, I want to say that our people
are habituated with shifting: cultivation. This should be
substituted with modern type of cultivation. Arranecement
should be made to introduce modern and scientific ?ZY e of
cultivation so that all people in Hill districts can alzlo t
this method in order to help them to raise their standard :(P;f
living and improve their economic condition,

Sir, regarding Cottage Industries, I want to speak that
our people produce big quantities of cotton, Endj cocoon
Muga cocoon, etc., but they cannot produce cloths out of these
things, So, we cannot derive the benefit which e oot
have, Therefore, I draw the pointed attention of the Govern-
ment to this and would request the Government to 4 oint
more Demonstrators in Sericulture and Weaving and tq es&%}ish
Sericulture and Weaving Schools in our district for the e
of the Garo people. g

We keep large number of cattle and sell them to the Plains
people but for many of us owing to proverty, it is not possible to
rear them. So, I would request the Government to sanction
cattle loan to needly people.

Sir, in the last Budget Session, T moved in this House for
another Subdivision in the district of Garo Hills nearabout
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Rangenggiri. Tura Subdivision is not accessible from all parts
of the district and it cannot cope with the administration in all
its aspects efficiently. Therefore, I would request the Govern-
ment again to make arrangement for the establishment of this
Subdivision early.

_Last of all, Sir, I want to say that communication of Garo
Hills is not improved. There are only a few roads which
are inadequate for trade, etc. So, I would urge upon the
Government to take steps to have more roads in the district of
Garo Hills in order to ease the situation in respect of commu-
nication,

With these few words, I resume my seat.

Jai Hind
: lMaulavi KOBAD HUSSAIN AHMED: Mr. Speaker, Sir,
M"]}’ﬁisct()r}le the Budget and heartily congratulate the Finance
1056 561 for his able presentation of the Budget Estimates for

2 7. The budgeting in general is a difficult technical
%)01 0;35%‘ It is more 5o in the case of the Budget of an undeve-

rl; Dle tate like Assam with limited resources but with many
lt)hat d:FILS Our Finance Minijster has been able to overcome
deep th‘mf;'lty by his proper understanding of the problems,
i mkitg, clear vision and sound judgment. Even toa
to be ~und, I make bold to say that the Budget will prove
Getas gomp}gehenswe and sound, Though the Budget 1sa
ek derneril 1t should not be a cause of concern. Weare to
s whether there are provisions for development pro-
T pers ons ﬁleegeq for conversion of Assam into a welfare State.
headé, p?o Yos CCIIIGVe that the development schemes on different
pleted, willzl) liavettoh be undertaken in the Budget, Whelr;' com-
our e way, to a great extent, of achieving

goal—a welfare State.

i @ Strong  and intergrated administration, in the
L‘;ﬁi‘;ﬂ a;Ddthe north-east of Eagét Pakistan, is essential for the
te the Statnsef{umty of our mother country. We are grateful
the unsoun(cf corganisation Commission for rightly rejecting
West Ben land absurd demand for inclusion of Goalpara in
We welcongqa 1?]nd all proposals for disintergration of our State,
£ e 1e ¢ merger of Manipur and Tripura with Assam
; R DEOpIeZOh Manipur and Tripura voluntarily agree to
cast their lot with g,

Sir, the First Five-Year Plan was undoubtedly inadequate
to the requirements of the problem Province of Assam. Tt
has, how‘cver,v helped us 10 lay the foundation of a bigger
Second Five-Year Plan. Ag 4 result of the First Plan, we haye
been able to produce much "more foodgrains than we require
for our consumption. We “should not, however, be complacent
but should further step up food production to meet the

il 4 e i P——

'
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emergencies very often caused by natural calamities. It is also
gratifying to note that under the First Five-Year Plan much
progress has been made in construction of roads. The most
remarkable success of the First Five Year Plan has been to
make provision for training facilities by establishing some
training institutions in the State. These institutions will, I
think, remove the dearth of technical and trained personnel
whose services will be essential to work out various development
schemes under the Second Five-Year Plan.

Sir, I am very happy to find in the Budget that the bulk
of the outlay of Rs, 60,12,00,000 on the Second Five-Year Plan
will be spent on the rural areas. When we are aiming at a
Socialistic Pattern of Society, when we are endeavouring to
remove all social disabilities and economic disparities, it 1s in
the fitness of things that we should make sincere and honest
efforts to reorganise our villages to the fullest extent possible
in all respects—educationally, economically and morally. India
lives in villages. The all-round progress of the villages is the
real progress of India. Democracy cannot thrive and prosper
in ignorance. The first and the foremost duty of a democratic
Government should be, above all, to give proper education and
training to the hitherto sleeping masses living in villages.
Liberal grants both recurring and non-recurring should” be
given to the educational institutions of all cate§o1*ies from
primary to secondary schools, existing in the rural z?reas. -

We have really made wonderful progress since Indepen-
dence. The foreigners are amazing at our speedy progress ;
but it is a pity that our own people living in rural areas do noé
feel so much. It is so because the village economy is just
the same as it was before. It needs immediate reconstruction
We must concentrate all our thoughts on this vital matter. :

Assam is predominantly agricultural. Expansion of agricul-
ture on a large scale is not possible as there is not much S%II‘ lus
land, The only alternative is intensive cultivation b scienltj;iﬁc
methods. Government are taking steps in thig direcifion But
I venture to say that that alone cannot solve such a bio problem
Without a parallel development of cottage industrgiels? in the
countryside with financial aid and training facilities from
Government, the reconstruction of the rura] economy is not
possible. Our peasants, on an average, remain idle for about
six months in the year. They must be employed in cottage
industries or some other works to supplement their income.
With the rise of their income the feeling of inferiority complex,
helplessness and despair will automatically vanish from their
minds and they will begin to feel their responsibilities as



506 GENERAL DISCUSSION ON THE BUDGET (171 Mag,

citizens of a free country and will voluntarily come forward ‘to
build up a happy and prosperous Assam. :

; r, 1 appreciate the steps Government are taking to
improve the hedlth of the rural population by establishing
Public Health Dispensaries, Leprosy Treatment Centres,
Maternity and Child Welfare Centres, ctc., in the countryside. 2
But there are still many places in the interior both in the

plains and hills where the unfortunate suffering people are
going without any treatment facilities. In my humble
opinion, a Departmental survey to ascertain the necessity of
each locality of those institutions will be of much benefit to

those unfortunate people who have not received “such medical
facilities before,

Our rural indebtedness is simply appalling. It it really

a happy sign to find in the Budget that in the Second Five-
Year Plan provision has been made for expansion of co-opera-
tive credit societies to cover 50 per cent of rural indebtedness.
1 would request the Government to sec that such credit socties
be first formed in those places where they are most needed.

Sir, the development of agriculture in our country depends
to a great extent on development of cattle wealth. So it
18 natural to malke provision of treatment facilities for them,
It is gratifyin

g to note that 16 Veterinary Dispensaries have
een  planned fop

establishing sych dis
vators are quite g
of necessary hyjil

Government to relax those conditions.

Sir, T think, T shail be failing in my duty if I do not
mention some  of ' the urgent problems of the south hank of the
Dhubri Subdivisiof:: The  south- bank ‘consists  of: 12 narrow
low-lying tract of land surrounded almost on all sides by rivers.
"This strip of lang g becoming narrower every year as a result of
ErOslon O =t Brahmaputra and the Jinjiram rendering a large
?Umber of people landless and homeless. Flood is an annual
eature there, ~ ¢ causes untold sufferings to the people every
year. Abogt 25 per cent of the crops—Ahu paddy, Bao
paddy and Jute—are damaged when the flood is normal, and
when the flood is abnormal.

After the Cvastating flood of 1954 Government were
pleased to construct an embankment from Kharmuja to Fakirg-
anj on Test Relief basig to protect this area from the ravages
of flood. From Fakirganj ‘to Mankachar—a distance of 36
miles, is yet to be Protected. A wvast area of cultivable land =
of this unprotected portion had been damaged by sand deposit
during the last flood, So, I would request the Government

the next year, But the condition for X
pensaries are prohibitive. The poor cult-
nable to bear the cost of the construction
dings. I would, thercfore, request the

BRn e - R
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to extend this embankment upto Mankachar within the next
year.
The road communication is hopelessly bad. There
isonly one P. W. D. road of low standard from Fakirganj
‘ to Mankachar, the condition of which is deplorable. It is not
even fit for pedestrian traffic. Government should take special
steps to improve this road simultaneously with the construction

of the proposed embankment.
It is indeed very sad that in the whole of the Mankachar
'y Thana with a population of 42 thousand who are mostly
“agriculturists, there is not a single veterinary dispensary. I would,
therefore, request the Minister-in-charge of the Virterinary
Department to sanction two Veterinary Dispensaries for
Mankachar—one at Jhawdanga and another at Kukurmara—as

early as possible.

Of the Aided High English Schools in the South bank, the
financial position of the Sukchar High English School is the
worst. A nominal grant of Rs. 150 a month had been sanc-
tioned to this school. Sukchar is a very backward and out-of-
the-way place and as such it deserves special consideration.
I would, therefore, earnestly request the Education Minister
to enhance the grant of this school to the minimum rate of
-~ Rs. 520 a mon:h within the next financial year.,

i With these few words, Sir, I conclude my speech.

Shri NARNARAYAN GOSWAMI : Mr. Speaker Sir. I
| congratulate the Finance Mlmster fqr Presenting a very b’old a;;ld
courageous Budget. The Finance Minister is the sole judge of the
Budget. He is to determine the policy and programme. He has
got a class of good thinkers who are known ag Planning Com-
; mission. The policy and programme are predetermined by that
Planning Commission. Here, in our State, also the policy and
programme have been predeter}nmed by the Planning Gommis-
_ sion. The merit of the Budget is to be judged to what extentithe
| social advantage_is to be_ given to ﬂu? people. According to the
Budget, if we give an impartial view, this Budget has made
sufficient scope for social upliftment of the country, For that,
I give my thanks to the Finance Minister, Sir. our State pOIiC);
is not to be guided by the whim of a person. "'Our State policy
should be guided by the directive principles of the Constitution.
Sir, the_directive principles are in the nature of moral precepts.
l If we forget the letter and the spirit of these directive principles,
!
r

we wil be subject to criticism, we will fail in all our pro-
grammes. Now coming to the programme of the Budget and
giving an impartial view, we will find that our Congress
Government has been successfully guided by these directive
principles. According to the directive principles we will
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that maternity centres and Panchayats have been started for the
betterment and upliftment of the rural people. Our Government
have also started cottage industries, housing plans and such
other matters. Then compulsory primary education has been
enforced and it will spread through the length and breadth of
Assam very soon. Steps have also been taken for the improve-
ment of our backward people. Under Article 46 of the
Constitution we have provision for the improvement of the
conditions of the scheduled castes and scheduled tribes_people,
and our Government have taken it up. In this respect I beg to
mention that our full attention should be given to the improve:
ment of scheduled castes and scheduled tribes people in points of
education, sanitation, and economically too.

Here I find the other day—Mr. Choudhury is not here—
that the communal question was mentioned. But I feel that
this communal question should not be brought here in this House
because Article 46 is meant only for the improvement of the
scheduled castes and scheduled tribes people. That must be
done and should be done. The communal cry should not be
brought here in discussing these matters. Any attempt by any
person to bring a communal tinge in this House should be
nipped in the bud and should not be allowed. Sir, with regard
to the scheduled castes and scheduled tribes people I beg to
request Government to see that in matters of al:ypointnflent of
inferior posts like Road Mohurrirs or similar appointments
under the Transport Department, educational qualification
Sho&lld not be the bar, because there may be among them
u]:l].l €r-matric or people with lesser education. If this bar is
there then there will be some hardship to these people. We
must give them all facilities to bring them to a higher level in
the standard of living. In this also the communal tone should

?}ﬁ: gsda.llowed to stand ; it should, as I have said, be nipped in

Then again, Sir, under Article 51 we are to make efforts to
promote good feeling between nations and to bring international
peace and security, T am glad that our Government has been
succe_ssful n this sphere also, Our Government has been able
to bring about co-operation with China, Bhutan and other
nations in point of flood control. I am also glad to note that

our Chief Minister is soon going on a continental tour,
I hope ...... X

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister) : Nothing
has been finally settled as yet,
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Shri NARNARAYAN GOSWAMI: But it is reported
in the papers and there is no contradiction to that. However,
Sir, when we look to the workings in this House we will find
that our policy, I mean the policy of the Congress, has been
successful and it is evident from the fact that some of our
hon. Friends from the Opposition have joined our Party.

Mr. SPEAKER : Mr, Goswami please do not go into
that,

Shri NARNARAYAN GOSWAMI: Thisis a good sign,
Sir, because even Acharyya Vinova Bhave expressed a view that
there should be one Party Government in the country and that
commonly agreed programmes are to be carried out by unani-
mous opinion. If, Sir, all parties are united for the good of the
courtry it will mean that our party will consist of honest people
and we will be able to carry out our programmes unitedly, If

we work in a united spirit then in the coming elections
of 1957 ...... g

Mr, SPEAKER: Please do not discuss the elections here,
I hope you will excuse me.

Shri NARNARAYAN GOSWAMI: A
with regard to education, u1-1dcr the First Fi
have made a big endeavour in our country.
information of the House I may refer to the
Shri Gulzarilal Nanda on the subject of the §
Plan in which mention was made about the ne
of education. Sir, in the furtherance of the
of society, education is the means by which
progress in our country. But how far have e
this? I am sorry to point out that there is 5
Budget, which might be through mistake or oversight, because
Idonot find in the Budget what should be there for et
expansion of education in the Se_cond Five-Year Plan according
to the speech of the Finance Minister. The Fitancoolronter
said in regard to education that the First Five-Year Plan period
was mainly ene of improvement and consolidation. rather than
of expansion. But, Sir, expansion is the main :‘hinq for the
progress of the country as a whole. Tt is a good sign, Sir, that
after the Cotton College at Gauhati, different coll,egcs were
started in different parts of the State, and in spite of having the
Collegiate High School at Gauhati, other aided High Schools
were started in all parts of Assam. Sir, | expect that there
Féhould be more scope for the expansion of education in our

tate,

right, Sir. Now,
ve-Year Plan we
I think for the
note written by
econd Five-Year
ed for expansion
socialistic pattern
we are to make
been able to do
big gap in the



510¢ GENERAL DISCUSSION ON THE BUDGET [17TH MAR-

I expected that there should be certain provision for lthe .
middle english schools for recurring grants. I expected that i
when there are some venture colleges there should be some
provision for venture colleges also. But, Sir, I”an} sorry that
no provision has been made. “To err is human’’ Sir. In Sans- .
krit it is called ‘‘sfsiai= afggm: | . *

Then, Sir, I feel myself inspired about the First Five-Year
Plan and the Second Five-Year Plan. These are good things.

In a place like Bajali where two boys offered lives in 1942
Freedom Movement and where the writer of Kathabhagawat B >
and Kathagita was born in the 16th century, the people of Bajali - %> -
started the Bajali College in a planned way. So far the people’ == 5.
of the locality have spent Rs.11 lakhs and have constructed the .
buildings of the college and have appointed professors _wl_th pay : 2
from Rs.200 to Rs.400, I am glad that our Finance Minister in
connection with a meeting in the Prag jotishpur College ......... s

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister): Sir, he has said
that we have not done anything for the_Bajali College.

. Shri NARNARAYAN GOSWAMI: I hope, Sir, the
Finance Minister will look into this matter.

The people of Bajali have been greaily inspired by starting
the college, and good sense of responsibility has prevailed on
tl}Cm. Atmosphere for higher education should be Ir}adf‘--
There should be higher educational institution. Without higher
educational institutions we could not have got man like Pandit
_]z_xwaharlal NC}_H"u and Dr, Rajendra Prasad. Further without |
higher educational institution we would not have so many
Mm_lste_rs and legislators, So there should be higher educational
mstitutions, and withoyt higher education our people cannot

progress. I am SOITy to say that in spite of our Congress 3
(‘_}ovlernmelnt, N two-thirds of my constituency there is not a _“
single graduate for want of a college there. l

Mr. SPEAKER .

: Shri NARNARAYAN GOSWAMI : With these few words,
Sir, I would request the Government, more particularly the RN
Education Mirnister and the Finance Minister, to look into the J

Mr. Goswami your time is up.

matter and to do justice to these people by making good

provision for the venture colleges in the State. '
Pu LALMAWI.A= Mr. Speaker, Sir. I am happy to o)

take part in the discussion of Finance Minister’s speech. As

many of the previous speakers haye said, the Budget for the ‘
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year 1956-57 with deficit of about three crores of rupees is
avery bold one indeed. I have no doubt that the Govern-
ment will be able to tide over the deficit Budget without
proposing fresh taxation during the vyear.

Sir, the Finance Minister expressed the general satisfac-
tion of the House on the recommendation of the States Re -
organisation Commission in regard to our State. We cannot
deny the fact that the majority of the Members of this House are

Tisfied with the recommendations of States Re-organisation
Lommission. It is true also that some of the Members of this
jame House are not at all satisfied with it. That being the
case, occasionally we have been voicing our dissatisfaction over
the recommendations. In doing so, I understand that we have
aroused the displeasure of the State Government, and that we
have been misunderstood even by the Chief Minister of Assam.

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Lalmawia, what you have to do
with_this ? You are making a speech on the Budget only.

Pu LALMAWIA: Sir, I would like to make my position
clear, because the Finance Minister also said something about
the reccommendations of the States Re-organisation Clommission.
The Chief Minister alleged that during the debate on the
Governor’s Address on 12th March, 1956, that due to the con-
tact with foreigners some of my honourable Friends have imbibed
the idea of isolation and some sort of anti-Indign feeling so
much so that Mr. Lalmawia as a member of the Unjted Mizo
Freedom organisation went so far as to demand secession of the
Lushai Hills from India, and as a matter of fact, i e
members of the United Mizo Freedom Organisation went to
Burma for negotiation with them for union with the United
Mizo Freedom Organisation.

I presume that the Chief Minister completely misunder-
stood the true meaning of my previous statement on the floor
of this House as well as the motive of the Unjteq Mizo Free-
dom Organisation of which I happened to be the Presiaiit
during the last eight years.

Mr. SPEAKER: Did you go to Burma ?

Pu. LALMAWIA : Yes, Sir, in the year 1947, and after
that also some of our men went to Rangoon. .

I would like to make it clear that at no time we did ever

harbour any anti-Indian feeling as such, and we have never
been imbibed with the idea of isolation.
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Last year, during the debate on Governorsi speec]
I said that I did not blame the Assamese people for trying - +
get the lion’s share in everything from the Governiie i |
we (the Lushais) happened to occupy their position .
a single majority community we might have done the sut:
or even worse. I never hate the Assamese orany other p
only because they are Indians. Under some partijcaq:
administrative set up of the Government like the one we gh =
in Assam, where one community or omne........... R oot

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): M=
I unde.rstand whether at onc time the Mizo United Freeda.
Organisation wanted secession of the Lushai Hills from Tndia
This is all about which I made a reference in any e )
I also congratulate that the honourable Member after L qapsa
few years has undergone a radical change in his cuioch « g
feels_ the necessity of the Lushai Hills remaining a i of r.f
Indian Republic. That was my idea. e

Pu LALMAWIA: Sir, the Mizo Union who i
a majority at that time were in favour of remainingsmIng g
the. Mizo United Freedom Organisation therefore disconting ¢
their move for secession from India. At S

"Then, Sir, where one community or one tribe s m e,
numerous than all other communities put together, 0r cq J
bined there is a chance or possibilities for that*big =
community to hold the rein of administration of the Sta o
it may bein the name of some political organisation like t§
(%Opgrcss, and take advantage of their numbers for $atisfy§
tlu_alr selfish ends, and neglecting others. It is to counter

s possibility that we try to find some safeguards for the smajy’
gg:(ljﬂutllut{cs in this eastern corner of India. The: idea
° ?nlel. 1fclir)_w tribals may be different, but, franﬁ‘fy Spe ']
thg, ¥ .IY 11( €a 1s to find some safeguards from exploitation

¢ tribal communities by others.

__Shri NILMANI PHOOKAN: Nobody wants to
ploit you.

$
Pu LALMAWIA -

i b xploit
is well and good. If nobody wants to exploit us

Shri NILMANI PHOOKAN: So your idea IS
secession of the Lushai Hills from India.

Pu LALMAWIA :
Lushai Hills from India,

B

My idea is not for secession Oof +

8

ST F
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7 (3) Mohmd. Shahabuddin, m.A. is (Double), m.A. in Arabic
dand Mrsian. He is the Secretary of the Board. He was
Wi -- - .3;}'}@@1}119 a Lecturer in the Islamic Studies, Cotton College.
isd o
o aieProfessor Abdul Latif, m.a. Head of the Department
lof Isiamic  Studies, Cotton College. He is certainly Arabic
2 knowing.

2,

(5) Moulana Islamuddin Ahmed, Mm.a., M.M., M.th. (Cairo),

‘Principal Rangia Arabic College. He is cerfainly Arabic
| knowing.
1¥ (8) Moulavi Abdul Gafur, B.A. (Arabic as one of his sub-
! sidiammsubjects), Superintendent, Bagariguri High Madrassa.
iHeqguisbe Arabic knowing and so on.

Iy 22kl 8 19,

aie Hadltse are the persons besides others with whom w

e have
} Colaeiisged the Madrassa fducation Board. However, subsequent
f M femarks made by Moulana Abdul Jalil on the floor.

- ded with Maulana Jalil and I found th
. 999%.othey are not the products of the )
they Had-Arabic for University Degree.
[ - n0o: '
Another point he - mentioned was with regard to the
, currigilum.  When the new curriculum was sugeested to me,
some of the Members led by Maulavi Faiznur Aj; met me and
; represented that Government should not accept thig curriculum
* without the sanction of the Madrassa Education Board, I
|‘ assured. him and the other friends that withoyg consulting the
Madrassa. Education Board Government would not certainly
! introduce the new curriculums. ‘The matier was (hen taken
. Up with the Madrassa Education Board. But  this Board had
g IOt yet been unanimous on this maiter, Due to the
o pesisicnce of Maulana Abdul Jalil T referred (e matter to
~ Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, our Union Education Minister
}being not myself a connoisscur of Istamic studies. I wrote
“a letter to him more than a year ago, but | did not get the
reply from him till the end of December lagy,

at his objection
ladrassas though

N

In August last when I visited New Delhj | again personally

met him and mentioned to him that this matter was still pending

- for a considerable time and that he should give his views on

wthe matter. ‘I hen in the mon'h of Deceniber Tast he wrote me

-~ aletter and that letter was placed before the Madrassa

ducation Board, :nd the Board after going through the letter
vassed a resolution which I am now reading out to the House :
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«“The Board have taken note of the Demi official correspon-
dence between the State Education Ministry and the Central
Ministry of Education and are of the opinion that before the
Madrassa  Curriculum of the ‘Jamiat—ul-UIama-i—Hind’ is
approved by the State Government with a view to its introduc-
tion in the Madrassas of the State, it should be examined in
detail in the context of the genesis of the curriculum now in
force in Assam with due regard to the principle so far accepted
by the State of the secularisation of the courses—and their
corelation with the High School and College courses as framed
by the Gauhati University. The Board are further of view that
Government may proceed to appoint a representative committee
to go into the question thoroughly and to recommend such
modifications as may be called for by the local conditions
without lowering the standard of the various examinations to
which the courses had.”

Sir, this resolution was passed in_the State Madrassa
Education Board held in the month of December, 1955. On
receipt of this resolution, the Government has taken up the
question of constitution of the Committee as envisaged in the
resolution. I must again mention that my friend Mr. Jalil
need not be anxious about this matter as we arc already pur-
suing this matter in right earnest. We would proceed with
this matter as soon as this committee submit its considered
views.

Mr. SPEAKER: wiemy @igia qar @ga = !

#*Maulana ABDUL JALIL wifii sifagaicTs e E I IAS
Bia |

Shri OMEO KUMAR DAS (Minister): Sir, a_lthough
my Friend Mr. Jalil has been persistently pressing  on
these things, the details of the curriculum cannot be discussed
here. He has to wait till the view of the proposed Committee
is submitted.

*Maulavi ABDUL JALIL : wifi cred faqca w1 JE2EN
et include =31 zeg % a1 P 3

Shri OMEO KUMAR DAS (Minister) : Sir, that ig
not the point. The Madrassa FEducation Board lays its
emphasis on the introduction of certain subjects while my
friend lays emphasis on the introduction of certain othey
subjects- So these differences are there. And I have already
assured my friend that this question will be taken up
separately by the Board, when the views of this proposed
Cilommitice is received. Regarding his suggestions for twg

*Speech not corrected,

. T

-
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additional members I assure him that they would be included
in the Board.

Sir, some mention has been made regarding sanctioning of
more grant for improvement of Sanskrit education. Sir, as
you are aware Government of India are also very anxious about
the improvement of Sanskrit education in our country. An orga-
nisation known as the Biswa Sanskrit Parisad has recently been
formed with no less a person than the President of the Indian
Union, Dr. Rajendra Prasad, himself as the Chairman. This
Parisad has been considering this question as to how we can im-
prove the Standard of Sanskrit education in our country. But, Sir,
there aresome differences of opinion here also. Some persons
Want to give more emphasis on memorisation of Sanskrit ‘suiras’
orslokas, whereas the modern persons want to lay more stress on
rescarch. So these differences are there, In future, Sir, we
will be guided by the suggestions made by the Biswa Sanskrit
Parishad so far Sanskrit education of our country is concerned.

Sir, certain references have been made by some of my
friends with regard to Basic Education. Sir, The Basic
Education Act had been passed more than a year ago. Imple-
mentation of the provisions of this Act is certainly a very big
task beset with many difficulties. Sir, we have ot yet been
able to train up personnel required for conversion of all
primary Schools into Basic. The House may be aware
that only a few months ago a Basic Education Assess-
ment Committee constituted by the Ministry of Education
{(Government of India), visited some of our institutions in the
months of January and February. Another officer was also sent to
our State by the Ministry of Education to mspect and examine
as to the manner in which we have been utilising the Central
8lants and how we are working in the field of Basic Education
i our State. Sir, here I have a letter received from Shri P.D
Shukla of the Ministry of Education of the Government of Ind'ia.
Who has, T have stated before, visited our State recently, I s
Not propose to read out the whole letter as the e my
disposal is very limited, but I would only quote certain
Important portions from his letter for the information. of the

ouse, Here he has stated ,—-

“The policy followed in your State to develop Basic
Education on the compact-area basis is sound, This technique
a5 been adopted in a few other States of the ‘country as well.”?
H_e has further stated, ‘“The organisation in every sub-
division of Basic Education Committees which include both

: s in
official and non-official elements, is a healthy feature.’
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He has also mentioned in his letter about one of the features
in our Basic Schools which is the holding of annual Melas.
Annual Melas are held in the Schools where the people of the
locality are also invited to take part and sce the way in which
the pupils of the Basic Institutions are shaping. Various products,
arts and crafts produced by the pupils of the Basic Institutions are
also exhibited in the exhibitions held for the purpose. Referring
to_this he has stated, ‘“The Mela idea is excellent’’ and that
this should be followed up by other States also.

With regard to a Basic Education Centre at Titabar he has
stated, “My experiences at Borhalla Community Centre, 1
can only describe as thrilling. I must admit that from what I
saw, I would put this Community Centre among the top o
community centres in the country’’, .. India. “Ifyou could
arrange to send me a detailed account of the working of and
the life in this particular community centre supplemented by
some interesting photographs, we shall be glad to publish the
same in our Education Quarterly which, as you know, has a
circulation both within and without the country.”

of our work.
For instance,
dditional

These are some of the remarks in appreciation
He has also suggested on certain other points.
he has suggested that we should bring in some more a
staff fur strengthening the Basic Education Directorate.

The suggestion we would certainly consider.
Shri GIRINDRANATH GOGOI: Sir, may I know whg
is the author ? .

Shei OMEO KUMAR DAS (Minister): He s
Dr. Shukla in the Education Ministry.

Mr, SPEAKER : He came to Shillong the other day.

Shri OMEO KUMAR DAS (Minister): Then
Sir, with regard to tribal education, SOme of my friends
have been pointing out that it was Decessary that we
should give free education not only to tribal pupils but also
to scheduled castes pupils. This question has been under
consideration since last year by the Government and weé have
made an estimate of the expenditure that would be incurred
for this purpose. For scheduled castes the number of
students in Assam is estimated at about 7,000 and amount
required would be Rs.1,97,000 for free education, For the
scheduled tribes of the plains, the number of students
estimated 1is approximately 6,000 and the expenditure esti-
mated is 1,72 lakhs and for the scheduled tribes of the hills
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the number of students is 15,000 and the amount required is
Rs.5,40,000. Certainly we have not been able to provide for
free education to all the children of these communities but we
have, in our budget proposals made additional provision to
the existing provision. Another additional amount of Rs.50,000
has been provided with regard to  scheduled castes
and for scheduled tribes. Sir, some of my friends have
mentioned about improvement of education of the tea
garden labourers. I am much anxicus about this and for
many years past, I have taken up this question of improve-
ment of education. of the children of the tea garden labo-
urers. The difficulty had been that the Industry is not willing
to give their co-operation in this connection to the extent desired.
They might not have been as anxious as to have the chil-
dren of the labourers educated. At the same time we had no
legislative authority to have the schools inspected. In spite of
this fact, we have been able by persuasion to introduce
supervision of the schools located in tea gardens. That is why
we could not move as fast as was expected of us.

Shri BIMALA KANTA BORA: Sir, how long will it
take to produce one M. L. A. from the labourers ?

Mr. SPEAKER: You mean to say whether we have
got any labour leader from the labour themselves.

Shri JADUNATH BHUYAN: May I know whether these
schools can be included in the School Board?

Shri OMEO KUMAR DAS (Minister) : Sir, with the
enforcement of the Plantation Labour Act. I think these
difficulties would be solved and we are takiné the question of
improvement of education in the tea garden areas. The
question of including these schools under the School Board
and also their inspection is under our consideration.
I hope, the House will excuse me if I mention an instance
as to how I have been trying to improve education in the tea
gardens. Sir, some time ago some representatives of the Industry
were invited to Titabar Basic Education Training Centre where
we held a meeting and they were- pleased to see the working
of the Centre and we asked them to send their teachers for
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training. I must mention that 5 teachers were sent by the
Industry for training in the Titabar Training Centre. Our
object is that they appoint qualitied teachers, We are consi-
dering this while framing rules under the Plantation Labour Act.
The question of appointment, inspection, etc., will be considered.
The rules have been framed on some questions but there
are other points on which rules have not been finalised.
The Industry have been spending about 5 lakhs of
rupees and all this expenditure had been more or less spent
haphazardly. Sir, another point has been raised by Swami
Krishnananda with regard to the border areas schools in
Goalpara. Sir, the Chief Minister, the Finance Minister and
myself are aware of this problem and we bave been trying
to give them grants to the best our capacity. Sir, there
is another question of the Diphu High School which has
been raised by my Friend, Mr. Barelong Terang.

Shri HARINARAYAN BARUA : On a point of information
Sir, Venture School fRatea T2 @ St F41 tgfos, @EtaEa fF U971

cafa czee 91 23 P

Mr. SPEAKER : Venture School is a matter of p]anning,

' Shri OMEO KUMAR DAS (Minister): Sir, with regard

to the Diphu High School, this has been already in the
Second Five-Year Plan. The question of upgrading of the
M. E. School into a High School has been taken up and
I am issuing orders for opening Class VII. ‘To my know-
ledge, there are only 6 students who have passed from this
M. E. School. It is expected that they would seek admission
in Class VII. I have taken up the matter for its upgrada-
tion. Sir, I think I have sufficiently met tiie points and the
other points will be touched upon by my Friend, the Finance
Minister.

Shri GIRINDRANATH GOGOI: Sir, the Ahom students
enjoy free StUan}‘Ship according to their number but the
other students enjoy free studentship according to the total
number of students in the School. This is the discrimination,

M. SlPEAKER: You cannot have a second edition of
your speech.



-
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Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister): Mr. Speaker, Sir,
a very large number of members of this House have spoken
on the first three days of the Budget discussions. This had
enabled me to take notes of the points raised by them
and also to preparc a reply to  meet those points. But,
Sir, it has not been poissble for me to have a prepared
speech to mect the points raised by my TFriends who took
part in to-day’s discussion. It has mnot also been possible
for me to make reference to varions Departments to get the
necessary information on the points that have been raised
to-day. Therefore, Sir, it has become a bit difficult for me to
do justice to all the points that have been raised in to-day’s
debate. However, that cannot be helped. I would, therefore,
like to take up first the points which were raised this morning
by Friends, who have spoken to-day, so that I may not forget
them.

I shall first take wup the points rised by my Friend,
Mr. Hareswar Goswami. I am thankful to Mr. "Goswami
and also to Mr. Bhattacharyya in the Opposition for the sobriety
of their views and the practical suggestions of a constructive
nature which thev gave. My Frined, Mr. Goswami, expressed
a feeling of surprise that unlike the members of the Opposi-
tion, some of our members. sitting on this side of
have gone beyond certain limits. Some of them
to Mr. Goswami, have ruthlessly criticised the d
on certain matters. This has aroused a feeling of
him and he asked, “Is there any rift going op Tl e
Congress Party”? To disabuse Mr. Goswami of any such
misapprehension or misintermation that he might have sot. I
must most emphatically assert that this is far St btru’th
Rather, thatshows that the Congress Government. which is
a creature of the mighty Congress Organisation ’Gan allow,
this kind of free criticism by their members, I’t s
only in the Clongress Orgatisation and not in any other Ic))rcani-
sation. And that redounds to the credit of the ConpresiGhe it
sation. My Friend, Mr. Goswami, cannot conceive of sugh Z
thing because he is not in the organisation which is actuated by
high ideals of liberalism and gives freedom of expression to its
members.

the Ilouse,

according
Goverment
surprise in

He has also expressed some surprise how the Congress .
President and the General Secretary of the Congress could speak
in the vein they had done, Here again he feels, ““Is there any
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rift going on between the mighty organisation and the Gongress
Government ; otherwise how could the Congress President:and
the (_}eneral Secretary of the Congress speak in such a way ?”
To disabuse Mr. Goswami of that feeling also, I can say that
there is no such thing as rift between the Congress Organisation
and the Congress Government. Probably Mr. Goswami was
not present when Mr. Choudhury and Mr. Kakoti spoke.
They did not speak ill of the Congress Government. They
simply gave certain suggestions which, according to them,
should be acted upon by this Government. I cannot under-
stand how Mr. Goswami could put such a construction on their
speeches. Possibly he heard something from somebody and
thought that something was going on inside the Congress Orga-

nisation.

Now. Sir, I come to other observations of Mr, Goswami
which are ofa general nature. My Friend spoke about the deficit
that confronts this Government. I have been placing deficit
before this House and my Friend said that this was not alt
exception in Assam. Other States of India were also doing the
same. As my Friend, Shri Bimala Bora, said deficit financing has
become the order of the day. Mr. Goswami said that we should
not be afraid of deficit financing, but he asked Government
to be cautious and to take certain controlling measures. As a
matter of fact, in an under-developed country like India,
deficit financing in the initial stages cannot be avoided. There
is no cause for apprehension on that account. Mr. Goswami
said that certain precautiol should be taken by Government
to check inflationary tendencies and other undesirable
results. Iam thankful to him for this suggestion, Sir.

Another thing Mr. Goswami said is this : this Government
have done well to try to stand on their ewn legs instead of
looking up to India every time with a begging bowl. This
Government, under the guidance of the able Congress Organi-
sation, have taken measures 10 increase their resources and
develop their power and thereby stand on their own legs.
According to Mr. Goswami, this stand of ours is quite sound.,
It is also admitted on all hands that we should try to devclop
our own resources. How long can we go ol looking to India
for help ? Itis better if we can develop our strength, financial
and otherwise and iry to stand on our own legs. From the
pudget proposals my Friends will find that we are moving in
that line. We are trying to increase our resources and to finance
a part of our development programme from our own resources.
1 have already stated in my Budget speech, Sir, that we spent a

——
T e
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sum of about 9 crores of rupees from our own resources for

development in the Iirst Five-Year Plan period, besides Rs.20

crores which was allotted to us. We have to do it if we want to

develop our State. I am glad that this stand of Government

has been appreciated by Mr. Goswami and I thank him for that.

Now, after these things, Mr.Goswami, had spoken about

certain difficulties in his own constituency and some other

places. He also referred to the North Trunk Road. It is a fact
that the communication in the northern part of Assam is not so
much developed as it has developed in southern part. The
condition of the South Trunk Road cannot be compared with
the condition prevailing in the North Trunk Road. He wants
that it should be improved upto a certain standared. My Friend,
Shri Sarveswar Barua, also spoke about it. In my budget
speech specific mention of that matter has been made and there-
fore I need not take it up here again.

Sir, my Friend, Shri Goswami, has given us left-handed
compliment so far as road buildings programme is concerned.
He said that we have made good progress in this respect during
the First Plan period. He admits this but he does not or cannot
give us a full compliment of achievements and therefore he has
compared our achievement in this respect with achievements
obtaining in other States of India, where according to him road
programme has made great headway.

Mr. SPEAKER : It is not so.

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister) : My Friend. Mr
Goswami has not seen the interior parts of other States I’ havc;
also not seen them. But what I find from reports gre ‘Eilese bt
we are not worse off in spite of the fact that we Bace 123 rs
hurdles and difficultics than these States Mr. Goswami gh =
mind. The inherent difliculties, which we experience in our S?b tln
are not the same as in Bihar and other States. M a.cg;
spreading throughout the State entail heavy expen dgitu¥e 1an
greater difficulties in bridge making. Then there js e
problem. We have got to depend on labour from outs'dz the
State. They generally come to work for 3 o 4. months in. I'r:t ear
and go back. We have got an extensive : %

3 I‘Oa.d. rogram but un-
less we get sufficient labour we cannot derivepthg desi?::fél T
In making bridges, we have got to depend on imported materials

such as cement, joists, iron rod, etec, from outside the State and
we cannot bring them timely and adequately for the transport
bottle-neck. In some parts of India a road i made by cutting
two drains on two sides but it is quite otherwise in our State.
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But in spite of these difficulties of labour, transport, etc ; we have -
made considerable headway.

Regarding hill roads, even alignment of a hill road takes a
couple of years. It is a’difficult task. Some of the engineers whom
we have from outside the State have no knowledge of such road
making and it takes time for them to know to work.

I hope, all these difficulties will be appreciated by my Friend,
Mr. Goswami and others.

Then Mr. Goswami made a grievance that in making
selection of places for Community Projects and National Ex-
tension Service Blocks, we are not judiciousand in some cases we
sclected areas where people are already advanced. I am sorry to
say that he did not give an instance of such a selection. In this
matter, Sir, we take the utmost care and select areas where the
people are backward. My Friend mentioned that in making
selection we did not inclide Boko, Pub Samaria and Paschim
Samaria or such places. But these arcas will get the chance in
due course. That is always the policy of the Government to select
only backward places. He ought not to have cast aspersion om us
that we made discrimination in selection of these places and
it is absolutely baseless. We have not selected a nice pl_acc where
people are advanced. My Friend will himself admit that the
arcas we selected in Kamrup District are more advanced than

Boko area.

Then, he cameto land problem. This problem was also
taken up by a large number of my Friends from thisside of the
House. It is only natural that land problem has caused a
headache to us, as well as to them. It has become rather a
perplexing problem. We have got a very large number of land-
less people and the number is increasing every year becat}se of
increase of population due to birth and exodus from East-Pakistan, 2
We have to mect the need of the growing demand for land of the "
indigenous landless and river croded people besides, we are get-
ting demands from refugees for their rehabilitation. \_f\rhﬁl'c shall
we get enough land for these purposes ? Not only this State but

other States of India also have not been able m.tackle this =
problem satistactorily, We have therefore been trying to take

full advantage of the Japanese and other scientific lpethods of
cultivation to tackle this problem to & certain extent, if possible,

Mr. Goswami has suggested that we should open the Teserves,
as if we have got many unwanted reserves. The policy of this
Government 1s always to throw open any rescrve not found \‘

e .
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useful for the purpose it is meant into cultivable land. Although,
he said that we could open reserves which are lying unused, he
did not mention any name. He said that there are certain
grazing reserves which are not used for grazing purpose, but
he ought to mention the names, so that we can examine whether
they are really so. On the one hand, he says that we should
open the grazing reserves, but on the other hand, our people
are saying that by opening such reserves Government are
depriving the cattle population their grazing pastures. How=
ever, it appears to me that there is not enough ground for
opening these reserves.

Further, Mr. Goswami. suggested that we should take to
scientific method of cultivation and should have some industries
by which we can shift our population from agriculture to
industrial employment. As a matter of fact, Japanese method
of cultivation and other scientific methods have been already
introduced in our State by us. ’

Adjournment
(The Assembly was then adjourncd for lunch tj]] 2 P.M.)
After Lunch

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister) : Mr, Speaker, Sir
my Friend, Mr. Goswami, had given some Squestion; t(;
enable Government to solve the problem of landlcgs"pcople *THE
first suggestion was the introduction of a scientific meth.od of
cultivation among our cultivators. That is a good suggestion and
for his information I should like to state that this js ;10‘1; nev:r to
us. This Government have been working upon this suggestion for
a long time. We have given considerable emphasis on the Japa-
nesemethod of cultivation, etc : Secondly, my Friend- I\Bfr
Goswami asked us as to why we have not tried "o shift , €0 lc:
from agriculture to industry and suggested wus to do sg Tlljuatpis
also a good suggestion which is also not unknown to kus.' But we
do not have industries in the State. I have already Statc;d in my
speech about the difficulties in setting up industries. But we
are making a headway in this direction and when we have
been able to have industries in sufficient number, it will not
be impossible on our part to shift people from agriculture 10
ndostry and this will to some extent solve the problem of land-
less people. But this by itself cannot enable the Government
to solve the problem of landless people in our State fully.

R @0
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1 do not like to go into the suggestion regarding lowering
the ceilings because we are going to introduce a. Bill before the
House in a very short time and the House will have ample
opportunity to go into the question and decide up the ceiling.
But for the information of my Friend I should .like to state that
ceiling or no ceiling this will not enable our landless people to get
land to any appropriate extent. It may help us to bridge over the

ap that we have at present between the rich and the poor people
the landlords and the tenants, But we cannot get enough surpius
land from the hands of landlords. We cannot get surplus land
by means of legislation. This, therefore, will not enable us to
solve the problem of the landless people though it may help us in
bridging the gap to a certain extent between the rich and
the poor and also pave the way for ultimate establishment of a
socialistic society in our country. My Friend also suggested for
taking up some more reclamation projects like the Kaki Project.
That is a good suggestion but the difficulty 1is where to find out
land for this project. If land is available, Government will
certainly take up such projects. Another suggestion of my
Friend was for taking up family planning by Government. I:ie
also gave his support to Mr. Gogol’s suggestion about family
planning. Thisis also a good suggestion no doubt. But here
also there are certain difficulties in taking up family planning in
a country especially like India where half of the popu}atlo_n are
still ignorant and superstitious. Among such people this will not
be an easy task. This idea of family planning is an idea which
can be successfully adopted by the educated peo_plc only. B“t
in a country like India where the people are still conservative
and orthodox in habit, adoption of the itea of family planning
is not possible, especially when our country 18 130p1113dt€d by
about 37 crores of people. In a sm_all country some advance
can be made in this direction butin a vast couhtry like India,
this will not be so ,easy.

: My Friend, Mr. Goswami, had also spoken something
about the tax structure of our country. He said that 1mposition
of taxes on biri, match-boxes, and sugar was done in such a way
that the ultimate burden will fall on the poorer section of the
people. Sir, some of these are not new taxes. What we are
doing is that we are simply enhancing the taxes. My fl'icnd
said that the burden will ultimately fall on the poorer section of

the people, but this is inevitable and cannot be avoided, [
should like to place certain information before the House on this
subject, Sir.  In the life of a nation certain stages come when
certain number of the people are required to make some amount
of sacrifices and sufferings. This happened during the last 30
years when the country launched the freedom struggle against

. e ——
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the Britishers. A large number of the people had to undergo

a lot of suflfering and a good deal of sacrifices for the

sake of freedom and for taking the powers in their own hands.

Had the people of India not undergone such kind of sacrifices

and sufferings, prebably freedom would not have been obtained.

But due to their sacrifices, the fruits of freedom are now enjoyed

by their posterity. Similarly, after the attainment of Independence

we are to build our country. We are now engaged in the task
of constructing our country, to make it better and prosperous.

This prosperity cannot be obtained without some amount of
sacrifices and suflerings from some section of the people. Now in
this constructional and transitional age, the countrvasa whole
will have to come forward and make certain amount of sacrifices
and sufferings. That will enable us to build the country as we
like and our posterity will have the benefits of being prosperous.
So far as tax burden is concerned, whether people are rich or
poor, everybody will have to undergo some amount of sacrifices.
This is my understanding of the situation. I, therefore, request
Mr. Goswami to see things from that angle and with that
perspective. Some S{:ctio_gfs of the people, whether rich or poor,
have to make the sacrifices, otherwise we cannot build our
country.

My Friend, Mr. Goswami has raised ano
we have been able to gear up administra
make it fit for a Wellare State. The administrative machinery
that we are having in our State was created at the time when the
Britishers were ruling our country and they were havine atPolioe
State. Then my friend has asked whether necessaryb changes
have been made in that administrative machinery with a view
to make it fit for a Welfare State. He feels thaf there is neces-
sity for it. I agree with him that there is Necessity for it. He
says that there should be some changes in the attitude of our
officers. In his opinion some of our officers are not roperly
behaving with the people after independence the mex?tality of
these officers has not undergone a change, ané that should be
done. That is of course not qpite a  true pictur; There 1is,
however, necessity for changes in the administrative machinery
to gear it up, but I do not think that our offiecrs have not
changed their attitude, have not changed their outlook in life.
After all, like yourself and myself they " are also Indians
fhiey are our countrymen. As I have some duty
towards my country, some obligations to the people;
similary our officers are also actuated by the same feeling. I
cannot say that patriotism is my sole monopoly. There mays
however, be some black sheep hkere and there but that docs

t_her point whether
tive machinery to
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not indicate that our officers are all bad, that our officers are
not up to the mark and that our officers have not been able
to discharge their duties satisfactorily. I submit it is the same
set of officers who are responsible for successful implementation
of our first five year development schemes. There may be
some drawbacks, there may be good and bad things here and
there, but taking it as a whole, it is these officers who have
made a success of the five year developmient projects in  this
State. Therefore it is wrong to sec the picture from one angle
only; it should be seen from the other side also.

My Friend, Mr. Goswami wants that the work of the Pay
Committee should be cxpedited and the Pay Committee

should come to immediate decision. That is the wview.

also expressed by some other hon. Members of this House in

course of their speeches. I am taking up that point in my prepared
spcech and therefore I do not like to  spcak anything about it
- st at the moment. But only one thing I can submit to you
and it is to have some amount of patience in a matter like
pay structure. It needs comprehensive study of the whole
question. Unless we can 80 thoroughly into the infricate

roblem, we cannot do justice to all sections of cmployees and
we want to do justice to all sections so that no cnc can complain
that discrimination has been made against him. That 1s why
it needs some time and I would request the hon. member 10

have some amount of patience. While we have been waiting
SO many years, why cannot we wait for a few months more ?

My Friend, Mr. Lalmawia from Lushai Hills had fiexrglopcd
certain attitude of mind, certain temperament, certain kind of
mentality which, I think, sooner he shakes off the better. He
is looking at things with coloured glasses on his cyes. Therefore
it is simply useless to argue with him—to have some altercation
with him. Whatever is done by Government he looks at that
with coloured glasses and hence he always sces a distorted
picture. That is why I think it may be prudent on my part
not to have any altercation with him on those points. Unless
he shakes off his coloured glasses from his eycs, whatever he says
will not carry conviction with me.

My Friend, Mr. Akshay Kumar Das from Barpeta has given
certain suggestions to the Government and I will keep them in
my mind He wants why not Government resort to certain
kind of policy whereby we can stop import of labour from outside,
why not the tea gardens are compelled to stop recruitment of
labour from outside the State ? Sir, that is a suggestion of my

SESASETFT I TV
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Friend which is not a new thing. We have been insisting on the
tca garden authorities to engage as much of labours
as is possible from inside the State, to restrict recruitment
from outside as much as possible, For the information of the hon.
Member I should like to say that already tea industry
has been bringing from Cachar district quite a good number
of labour population for work in the Assam Valley districts.
We are not only talking about this problem, we consider it
generally as a serious matter. Our unempioyment problem cannot
be solved if we allow this kind of unrestricted recruitment
from outside. Unemployment is going on increasing on
account of new people coming into our State and their unwill-
ingness to go back. We are going on nsisting on the tea garden
authorities to accept our suggestion and I am glad to inform the
hon. Member that they have also fallen in line with us and have
agreed to work on this line as soon as possible and as far as
practicable.

My Friend, Mr. Das, has also said that we have not done
much for development of natural fisheries in our Sate, Sir. it is
true that we have got a large number of natura] fisheries 111 our
State from which we can get good amount of money to our
State Exchequer, but those are gradually drying VP IRl
ment have not taken step for reclamation of “those
interest of increasing the fishes and also in the int

iR : ¢ erest of Govern-
ment revenue. This is a good suggestion. For :

he information
y provided

money for this in our Second Five Year Plan, though it may

not be ample.

He has also stated that there is amp]e possibility for

encouragement of bonemeal industry in guy Statc T isytruc
that there is ample possibility for the cncouragement of that
industry. As a matter of fact, Government ;g doing their best
to encourage this industry. There are one oy tWo such Andusties
in our State and we have been helping  thepy with loans.
; A1 - ndustry, Government
will be only too willing to help such kind of cottage industry.
It is not a big industry. It is quite good if gur young people
come forward to take up such industry, Government will be
always willing to help them as much ag possible.

My Friend, Mr. Das, further stated that at present we are
Having plenty of wastage of our timber materials in the
State, a good quantity of timber is washed away by the

fisheries in the”
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river Brahmaputra and by other rivers during  the
flood season. This ‘s true and is not denied. But there are
certain difficulties also in this respect. When the Brahmaputra is
furious during the flood season it hecomes very difficult to catch
the floating timber and bring them (o the bank. When it
s difficult for the Government (o tackle this problem
departmentally, Government have encouraged .a large num-
ber of people of this State living on both sides of the river
to catch the floating timber as far as possible, and as a matter
of fact they are doing it every year. The supply of fuel in
the town of Dibrugarh is mainly from this source. For the
other towns also the Government have encouraged the people
to supply fuel from this source as far as possible and from this
we are also getting some amount of revenue. When the people
catch such floating timber and bring them to the bank they
pay some dues according to the naturc of the timber. In
this way, Sir, we are utilising the floating timber as far as pOssi=
ble. But it is a fact that some portion of the timber goes to

Pakistan which cannot be prevented during the furious flood

season.
My Frieud, Mr. Brahmachari, has given certain suggestions
to Government for acceptance. He says that Sanskrit educa-
tion is being neglected in our country and so due emphasis
should be given to this education and as much encouragement
as possible should be given by the Government for the spread
of this education. For his information I should like to say
that Government is not unmindful to the importance of such
Sanskrit education. My colleague, the Education Minister, has
already said that what is possible is done by the Ga?vernmcng.
Government do spend moncy for Sanskrit enducation, but if
the people do not go for this education; then nothing can be
done. It is marked that people now-a-days are less inclined
to go for Sanskrit education though we are providing institutions
for this. Government has substantially aided a Sanskrit college
and a large number of Tolls, but the number of students attend-
ing them is much less than in the past. This shows that the
ecople arc not inclined to go in for Sanskrit education now-as
days and the reason is not difficult to find. It 1s mainly the
cconomic reason. Unless you can make Sanskrit attractive
from the point of view of economy, no amount of money spent
on Sanskrit College and Tolls will enable us to attract students
in sufficient numbers.
He has said th_at our refugee brothers who have come to
Assam have complicated the refugee problem to a certain extent
by their own behaviour. A large aumber of refugee popula-
gon float from place to place, as it seems. Some refugees

T
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found in the Nowgong District, for example, will be moving
to the Kamrup District or Goalpara District in course of a few
months. In this way, Sir, a large number of refugees float
from place to place and thus they make the refugee problem
or the rehabilitation of refugees problem more and more com-
plicated. This Bohemian conduct so to say also makes the
refugees disliked by some section of the local people. My
Friend, Shri Brahmachari, gave another reason for this. He
said that some refugees take land in one place and after doing
so they move to another place and get themselves registered
there in anticipation of getting more land. In this way also
they make the refugee problem more complicated. 1 would
request the Refugee Association to help the Government in
tackling this problem or to make the solution of the refugee
problem easier.

He also referred to certain bigh Schools in his areas and
my colleague the Education Minister has already said that what
is possible will be done in the near future.

I have already made mention in my budget speech about
the damage caused by the river Ai. My Friend, Shri Brah-
machari, has said that this river Ai has caused a great menace
0 a vast area. This river has really created a headache for
us as to how to tackle the problem and how to protect the
people from the damage caused by this river, Sir, this is a
problem which cannot be tackled without much thought, much
care and much study, and thatis why this problem is’ ey
some time for solution. I request my Friend, Shri Brahmachari.
not to he impatient for solution of a complicated problem like
this, The river Ai is a vory furious river during the flood
season, it is rather a treacherous river, I should say. Therefore
to tackle the problem it requires a great amount of thought’
care and study, as I have said. >

My Friend has also made a grievance against (he Govern-
ment saying that the reserves ordered to be thrown open for
the rehabilitation of some flood affected people op the people
eroded by the fury of this river, are not gelting land and as
a matter of fact the people from the south of the Kamrup
District are occupying the land. The District officers are
warned times without number to see that the land is settled
with the people really eroded by the river. However. I assure
him that something will be done in this regard in the near
future and I request my Friend, Shri Brailmacllari, to have
some patience in this respect also.

My Friend, Mr. Gogoi from Sibsagar, has spoken about
the family planning and I have already replied to it and I do
not like to say more on this point. He has also said in his
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speech that some amount of discrimination has been made
against the Ahom students. Sir, this is a news to me. I have
been meeting Mr. Gogoi for the last 4 or 5 years and during
this period and also on the occasion of my last visit to Sibsagar,
he never brought to my notice that there has been any case of
discrimination against the Ahom students in the matter of
obtaining frec-studentship or scholarships. I request my Friend
Mr. Gogoi to give me a specific note on this point and I can
assure him that the matter will be given due consideration and
the Education Minister will also go into the matter and try to
find out of there is really any case of injustice done fo the
Ahom students and if there is any he will surely try to remove
the injustice. T also assure him that no discrimination is
sought to be done against any cOm munity. Mr. Gogoi has
made certain aspersion on the Government saying that in cer-
tain community project arcas somc contractors—I do not know
if this is in collusion with our officers—did not do the work
according to specification and that the work done by them is
not up to the standard. I have taken note of this matter, Sir,

and I can assure my Friend that this will be gone into” by the

Department concerned. )
My Friend, Mr. Gogoi also said that there were 26 cases of

death from dysentery in a particular area in his constituency. 1
am not aware of that, and I have not the opportunity of con-
sulting with the Department concerned. In this case also [
assure my Friend that this matter will be taken up with the
Department concerned. There may be some deaths in a certaiy
locality caused by disease and m.al-nutmtlon, _but Idon’t knoyy
if my Friend has himself ascertained about this or h(? just got
the information from some other source and has passed it unto us,
1 admit that if deaths are caused for want of medicines 10 the
Dispensaries, there is something wrong in the State of Denmark,
At any rate I will look into this matter and see how 1t can
happen sSO.

My Friend, Mr. Bimala Kanta Bora from Nowgong hag
brought to the attention of the Government some difficultieg
experienced by the people in ‘udicial administration n the
State and he wants that Government should take steps to invest
certain powers on the Additional District Judge, if possible,
This matter will be gone into and I can assure him that if
work warranted it, steps will certainly be taken to invest the
aecessary powers on the Additional District Judges. So far, the
ress of an Advocate appearing in the district courts is cons
cerne_d> 1 kn_ow there is no bar in respect of courts of the
District Magistrates or Additional District Magistrate. While
1 muyself was practising in Nowgong, nobody took any exception




1956] GENERAL DISCUSSION ON ['HE BUDGET 553

0. my dress which consisted of a Dhuti and a coat. I think
it might be only in the High Court that this is insisted on.
However, this matter rests with the High Court and not with
the Government.

Shri BIMALA KANTA BORA: But the Sub-Judge at
Nowgong does not allow it.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: In the Assam High
Court, Sir, only the gown with a black coat is enough.

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister): But according to
my Friend, Mr. Bora, the Sub-Judge of Nowgong does not allow
it. Now my Friend has got his information from Shri Goswami
who himself practises in the High Court that the High Court
allows it, and it is not understood how a Sub-Judsze at Nowgong
do not allow it. At any rate, Sir, asI have said already that
th's is a matter which pertains to the High Court,

My Friend, Mr. Sangma from Garo H
nice things and he has alsc given man
tions, I can assure him that I have t
suggested and everything will be d:
and distress of our Garo brethren.

My Friend, Mr. Kobad Hussain Ahmed from Dhubri has
also spoken many nice things and he has given some construc-
tive suggestions and I have taken note of all  these
Suggestions. ~ We all know, Sir, that this areq is a flood
affected arca, and there is no doubt about it, It is true that
this area has no communication worth the name and that the
Bund that has been made by Government is also not yet
complete.......

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister):
the Bund is completed, the road will

ills has spoken many
Y constructive sugges-
aken note of all he has
me to relieve the difficulties

As soon as
be constructed,

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister) :
culties of my Friend I personally know hec
sometime in 1954 and I moved from pla
indeed like an occean—wherever you los
sheet of water. But as has been stated b m DG REhhe
Public Works Department Minister, wit1§1r thg ggll'llf}fal%?io’n of
this Bund, road construction will be taken up. My Friend has
also mentioned about his school, i. e., Sukchar ‘school. He
Wants some grant to this school. T can assure him that this
question will be examined by the Education Department.

My Friend, Mr. Narnarayan Goswami, spoke something about

Bajali College. I can inform him that in my written “specch

About the diffi-
ause I had been there
Ce to place. It was
k you will see only vast
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which I am going to read now, I have touched something about

this matter. That is with regard to the Venture College about .

which a question was raised by my Friend, Mr. Sarveswar
Borooah ol No_rth Lakhimpur. In trying to give him a suitable
reply, I have jotted down some points which will also cover

Bajali College. Some hon. Members including my Friend,

Mr. Goswami have made certain grievances that Government
on of educational facili-

has not made any provision for expansi

ties in the villages by way of more Lower Primary, "Middle
English and Middle Vernacular Schools. Sir, in my speech
which I delivered the other day I clearly explained that there
will be 25 per cent increase in the facilities for expansion of
T.ower Primary Schools in the State.

Shri NARNARAYAN GOSWAMI: I mean Middle
English and Middle Vernacular Schools, Sir.

; Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister) : There is also pro-
for exparsion of Middle English and Middle Vernacular

Is in the Second Five-Year Plan. Therefore, my Friend
e on this score. When there is

ation budget under the Second
dle English and Middle Verna-
1s will get due share. Of course,
o what will be the number
y—the provision for expan-

yision
Schoo ;
need not have any grievanc
lenty of money in the edgc
Tive-Year Plan, all these Mid
cular and Lower Primary Schoo
I have not shown separately as t
of schools, but that is not necessar

sion is there.
Sir, this
of members
deet. -
A ng. SPEAKER: Seventy-seven ii e :
Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister) . Yes, Sir, but there
s and two Parliament-

also 9 Ministers, two Deputy Minister
1 number may cOme fo

re ) 3
2.IY Gecretaries. That means the tota

So, Sir, a large number of hon. _Me_mbers_ of this

et discussion in this session,

90. :
House have taken part in the budge
have evinced keen interest 1D the development of our

e

zglugtrY- They have shown keen interest as to how to rajse
the standard of our people. They have also been making a
1arge r}umber of constructive suggestions 1n the course vof the
discussion of the budget estimates. Without any hesitation,
Sir, I must say that these suggestiOﬂs w111‘ be very helpful to
the GoY ernment. Sir, it is not possible for me to cover al]

oints that have been raised by the hon. Members

the P : :
¢his House during these four days. But this does not mean
1 not receive attention of

of -
chat points left untouched by me, wil
h Friends not to g0 away

overnment. I request the hon. )
with the impression that their points which they have raised

occasions, a very large number

time unlike previous :
he general discussion of the

have taken part in t

. W
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o
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during the course of the debate have not been replied to and
will therefore be not attended to by Government. I am quite
sure that the Departments will examine their suggestions in
due course.

Sir, with these observations, I should like to read out my
prepared speech.

I am happy to observe that the hon. Members have,
in general, been appreciative of my labours and have made
references to the same and I take this opportunity of extend-
ing my thanks to them. It is naturally not possible for me to
deal exhaustively with all the points which have been raised
in thecourse of the debate, within the compass of a brief
reply. I shall, thercfore, only attemp! to refer to the more
important points raised. I would, at the same tinie assure
the hon. Members that due note has been taken of all
that has been said, and in regard to the points which will
not specifically be covered by my reply, action, as is neces-
sary will also be taken by the Departments, concerned after
due examination.

Government are in full agreement with the view expressed
by Shri Bhagavati that the admiuistration of Manipur, Tripura
and the North FEast Frontier Agency should be iﬁtegrated
with that of Assam. I am also in agreement with him
that there is scope for comsiderable improvement in the
wage structure in the country, and steps are required to be
taken to bridge the gap which now exists petween the
highest and the lowest wages. So far as the pay scales of
Government employees are concerned, the matter js now before
the Pay Committee. I am sure that the Clommittee will
take all relevant f'ac.tors into: consideration “hefore . formulas
ting its recommendations.

The need for permanent _machinery in the  State for
planning, and for keeping a vigilant eye on the implemen-
tation of schemes included in the Plan, is obvious. This
function will primarily be discharged b;; the Planning and
Development Department, and at the higher level we have
the State Development Committee under the Chairmanship
of the Chief Minister and consisting of the Ministers of
the Development Departments and the TFinance Minister.
This high level body meets from time to time to plan for
future requirements and take stock of progress in regard
to the implementation of plans. We have also the State
Planning Advisory Board comprising of public representative

and prominent non-officials to advise Government in the
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311&11561‘ ~of planning. Likewise, the various departments plan
ahead in regard to their requirements for the future in the
matter of technical personnel and other essential materials.
These requirements arc periodically reviewed by the Plan-
ning and Development Department, the Secretaries’ Commit-
tee and the State Development Committee, and - concrete
steps are taken when necessary, to provide for these require-
ments. As I .havc stated in~ my budget speech, we have,
during ._tl_lc First Five-Year Plan pcrioEl laid the foundation
for training programmes for the supply of the necessary
technical and other personne' who will be required in con-
nection with our ever-cxpanding developmental programmes.
The position in regard to our requirements of technical
and other personnei is under constant review.

Government entirely agree with Shri Bhagavati that if
the country as a whole is to march on the road (o prospetity
there must be balanced development of the different regions.
This means that comparatively backward arcas should be
given necessary weightage in the matter of development.
Fhis view has repeatedly been placed by us before the
Government of India. It is true that the ceiling of about
Rs. 60 crores which has been fixed by the Planning Gom-
mission for our Second Five-Year Plan is meagre taking
into account our requirements. Our Draft Plan which envisa-
ged an outlay of over Rs. 290 crores was designed to raise
the standard of amenties in our State to a level comparable

with that in the more advanced parts of the country at the
* It is unfortunate

end of the Second Five-Year Plan period.

that our Draft Plan was cut down so drastically. We have,
I pointed out in my budget speech, submitted 2 Supple-
Plan costing about Rs. 40 crores to the Planning
ke up for the deficiencies at least in some
spheres. We shall press for the
n to the fullest.

as
mentary
Commission to ma
of the more important
acceptance of this supplementary pla

Government have been concerned over the attitude of
the managements of some of the tea estates towards
labour. - Gases such as those referred to by Shri Bhagavati
of our new managements discharging their labour en bloc
and recruiting new hands in their place have come (o
Government’s notice. The question of undertaking Jegislation,
if possible, with a view to prevent such action -on' the

art of management is engaging—--Government’s attention.
Government have also been impressing on the - 1. TS SAS

and the representatives of the tea industry of the necessity
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to recruit their requirements of labour from within the
State, where there is considerable unemployment, instead
of making fresh recruitments outside the State to meet
their requirements. We have also made strong represen-
tations to the Government of India in regard to locating
some of the important industries undertaken in the Central
sector in Assam, and especially on the need to locate
the oil refinery for processing the crude oil of the new
Assam wells within the State itself. T am ocratified that
in the stand we have taken, we have the full support of
the Members of the august House.

I have taken due note of Shri Bhacavati’s
suggestion that a ceiling should be placed in
holdings in wurban areas also. Governmen
giving due consideration to this matter.
need to prevent fragmentation of holdings and the importance
of consolidation of small holdings there can be no two
opinions. As the hon. Members are aware, these matters
have been engaging the attention not merely of the State
Government, but of the Planning Commission and the Govern-
ment of India for some time. Ways and means :
our large rtesources in man-power for the successful
mentation of development schemes are
constant attention,

valuable
regard to
t are already
In regard to the

to tap
imple-
also being given

I cannot agree with Sri Moinul Haque Chaudhur
that Government have not bef;n paying due attention to th?:r
development of some areas. He mentioned the difficuliies
of the people living in the Mizo, United Khasi and Jaintia
Hills and Cachar Districts in the areag borderine Onc East
Pakistan. Government have every Sympathy for tﬁese eople
in their difficulties, and have been taking ever sfc ptO
alleviate them. The House will agree with meythatpthe
partition of the country from which these difficuities have
sprung, is not the creation of this Government. I . have
referred to the comprehensive road programme 1.mdertak6ﬂ
in the border districts with a view to divert the produce
of the border areas to alternative markets and to enable
the unhampered flow of consumer goods int(o‘ these areas
from outside. Shri Moinul Haque is surely aware of the
Pilot Fruit Preservation Factory we have established at Silchar.

"The object of this Pilot Factory is to show to the people

how the fruit wealth can be conscrved and utilised to advantage.
Government hope that using the results and experience ©
the working of the factory, enterprisine people will come
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forward to establish large scale fruit preservations for gainful
utilisation of the fruit wealth of Cachar and Lushai Hills.
The need for a direct road link between Shillong and Silchar
has been recognised and the highest priority has been accorded
to its completion. The House is probably aware that the
Chief Minister and the Public Works Department Minister
travelled by this very road last December with a view to
personally inspect the progress of the work and sece how
the work could be expedited. It is not a fact that the
bridges on this road could not be completed according to
schedule as indents were not placed in time, as has been
alleged by Shri Moinul Haque Choudhury. My Friend should
know that designs of bridges with large spans, especially
over hill roads, take time to be finalised. These designes
have in every case to be submitted to the Government of
India for their scrutiny and approval. This process takes
time. Sri Chaudhuri referred to the necessity for spreading
over the expenditure on the plan evenly throughout the
plan period, and keeping the tempo of work even. This
o not always possible as the sctting up of the administrative
machinery, recruitment of necessary technical personnel for
whom there is dearth and collection of materials, which are
invariably in short supply, take time. With the foundation
for large scale training programines laid during the Five
Year plan period, we have been able to achieve larger targets
of work and expenditure during the last two years of the
Plan, and it is expected that the tempo will get progres:
sively accelerated during the Second Five-Year Plan period.

I agree that so far as is practicable, it-r1g desiral?le
to decentralise the industries. But the locations of industries
have to be decided upon, on a balancing of all relevant
factors including availability of raw materials, power, labour
etc. and transport facilities. When the industries arc mostly
lefc to the private sector, the industrialists’ view point in
regrad to the selection of sites has also to be considered.
Tt is surely not a fact that Government have been concen-
¢rating all their institutions in any particular place. Two of the
jmportant advanced technical institutions, viz., the Medical
College and the Agricultural College are located respectively at

Dibrugarh and Jorhat. But again in the matter of locating the
jmportant institutions, the deciding factor must be the maximum
convenicnce of the maximum number. Sri Moinul Haque
Chaudhury also made a reference to the Deaf and Dumb
School being located near (Gauhati. I do not know whether
my hon. Friend s aware that this School owes it8
existence to a handsome donation of a benevolent personage,

ity M AR i —— T —
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glad to see the buildings at Arunachal utilised to advantage.
A junior teachnical school has been temporarily located
there. In all the technical schools recently established, viz:
at Nowgong, Tezpur and Silchar local candidates are also
admitted. The non-recurring expenditure on all these
three institutions are shared by the Government of India and
the State Government in equal proportions. Both the Govern-
ments of India and Assam are of the view that the facilities in
all the institutions set up or sponsored by the Relief and
Rehabilitation Department should be availed of by the local
candidates also. The necessity for upgrading the Junior
Technical School at Silchar has been stressed by Sri Hem
Chandra Chakravarty and Moeinul Haque Chaudhury, The
matter is under Government’s consideration and was also
discussed by me with the Union Rehabilitation Minister. Sri
~ Hem Chandra Chakravarty and Sri Moinul Haque Chaudhury
- haye also suggested the provincialisation of the Gury Charan
College. This does not appear to be practicable. = The  Guru
Charan College at Silchar has been receiving financial assistance
from the State Government along with other non-Government
colleges in the State. G‘oycrumcm are aware that there is a
- very large proportion of displaced students in the college and
_ haye accordingly recommended to the Government of India
that a prant-in-aid of Rs.40,000 be paid to this stitution during
the current year for improvement of the Library and Laboratory
facilities, The State Government are examining a scheme for
the development of this College submitted by the College
authorities, and will submit their recommendations to the
Government of India in regard to the essential requirements of
this institution in due course.

l[ and not to Government effort alone. Government would be
|
|

I do not know the basis for my Friend, Sri Moi
statement that the condition of teachers in Middie Vernacular
Schools has deteriorated since the School Board took them over.
While generally the pay scales of teachers of Middle Vernacular
Schools taken over by Government have improved, the teachers
are also allowed the option of retaining their olq pay scales
should they so desire. Any particular case of hardship ‘will be
duly examined if brought to the notice of Government,

nul Haque’s

My Friend has also questioned the Propriety of the nomina-
tion of a person who is only third class matriculate as a chair-
men of a School Board. Government see nothing wrong in this
as education qualification is not the sole criterion of an adminis-
trative post like this, Sri Ramesh Chandra Barooah and

N e e



560 GENERAL DISCUSSION ON THE BUDGET [17TH MAR.

Sri Radhika Ram Das have also been critical of the nominations
made by the Government. In the matter of making nominations
it is not possible to satisfy every cne. Government are satisfied
that the nominations they have made are as good as any that
could have been made. In regard to primary education, the
entire policy, such as curricula, standard of examinations, the
qualifications of teachers to be recruited, etc., is laid down by
Government. The Deputy Inspectors of Schools, who are well
conversant with Government policy and the rules and regulations
of the Education Department are the Secretaries of the Boards.
The Chairmen are only required to administer the affairs of the
School Boards within the broad hi amework of Government
policy, with the assistance of the Secretaries. I do not think
that any minimum academic yardstick could be laid down for
the selection of Chairmen of the School Boards. I would
emphasise that in practical administration, academic distinction
is not the sole factor making for success. I know of some, whe
for some reasons or other could not pass the matriculation
examination and who have been selected as Chairmen of Schoo]
are doing remarkably well. I am sorry that Sri Moiny]
Haque should have gonc to the extent of questioning the
ability of an hon.Member of this House, who has been chosen
2s the Chairman of one of the Boards. Sri Hem Chandry
Chakravarty in the course of his speech has rightly refuted the

arguments of Sri Moinul Haque.

As to the point that the Deputy Inspectors are Very hard
worked, and as such cannot discharge their onerous dutle:q &
Secretaries of School Boards properly, I_would inform my Fr}f-‘nd
that wherever warranted, necessary relief _has bcep given 10" the
Deputy Inspectors in the matter of their routinc dut.les b
appointing additional Deputy Inspectors. It has to be remem.
bered that the duties of the Secretaries of the School Boards aye
cuch that some background and experience as well as know-
Jedge of rules and regulations are necessary for those selecieqd
to fill them.

I was feeling very distressed to hear my Friend, Moinyj
Haque Chaudhury, complaining that justice had not been metegq
out to Muslims in the matter of appointment and nominationg,
He was in particular referring to appointments in the Assan,
Civil and Police Services, in the Assam Agricultural and Foregt
Services, in the Community Projects, State Transport, Excise
and other departments. My Friend is surcly aware that all
important appointments under the State Government are made
by the Assam Public Service Commission on the basis of merit

P —— .
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assessed on the basis of performance in competitive examina-
tions, The Public Service Commission is an independent body
and there is a Muslim Member on it. In the case of these posts
to which recruitments are not made through the Public Service
Commission, there are Committees specially constituted for the
purpose of selection. My Friend has mentioned the Community
Projects Department as one of the departments where Muslims
have not had a fair share of the app-intments. I have ascertained
that there are nine Gazetted ard six Extension officers, who are
Muslims in that department, in addition toa large number of
non-gazetted officers.

The Constitution of India provides for reservation in favour
of the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes in the Services
only. There is no such reservation for Muslims who have to
compete with others on merit. It is not proper io expect
Government to show special favour to any community for which
no reservation has been provided. My Friend also alleged that
i the matter of nominations to Schocl Boards, Muslims, the
Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes have not had their fair
share  Here are some figures which speak for themselves, Qut
of the members nominated to School Boards, 18 are Muslims,
6 are Scheduled Castes and 18 are Scheduled Tribes, Shri
Moinul Haque and Shri Abdul Jalil said th_at Government had
not made any provision for Madrassa educatlon. i the coming
year. My esteemed colleague, the Education Minister, has given
afitting reply to that question and I need not take the time of
the House to reply to those questions again.

I have examined the case of watersupply loaus to Sjlchar.
I am sorry that the points referred to by my Friend, Shyy Moinul
Hague Chaudhury are not quite correct. However, we are
giving due attention to it and it is hoped that everything will
be done to set at rest all these things in the near future.

Shri Moinul Haque Chaudhury has also complained of the
slow progress in the improvement of the Surma Trunk Road. It
has been decided to blacktop the portion of the Surma Trunk
Road from Karimganj to Tripura border and work of raising
the road in the lowlying portions and soling it hag alrcady
begun. The portion between Karimganj and Badarpur is also
cxpected to be black-topped during the Second Five-Year Plan
period, and this stretch is already being improved - in places.
Some portions of the road from Silchar to Dhollaj have already
been black-topped and a few more selected portions will also be
black-topped in the near future. It is not the intention, however,
to black-top the entire length from Silchar to Dholiaj at present;
as scheme have to be taken up in order of theijr importance and
relative priorities with an eye on the available resources.

T
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The question of increasing the hostel accommodation for
the Members of the Assembly is already engaging Government’s
atlention. The establishment of a township at Dudpatil opposite
to Silchar on the other side of the Barak to accommodate
displaced and local people has also been taken up, and I have
already asked for plans to be made for the purpose after proper
suivey. An expert with knowledge of town planning will be
deputed by the Ministry of Rehabilitation to help us in pre-
paring the plans. Government have taken note of my Friend’s
complaint that since the coming into force of the Criminal Law
Amendmant Act, there have been difficulties in obtaining copies
of Police dairies, and I assure my Iriend that steps for
improving the position will be taken.

I have taken due note of Shri Harinarayan Barua’s
suggestion that with a view to avoid road accidents the condition
of the roads within the towns as also arrangements for traffic
conirol require to be improved. The departments concerned
will be requested to examine these questions. My Friend also
raised the question of increasing the provision for self-help
grants, as these grants have been of great encouragement to people
Th the rural areas to undertake development projects. In fact
self-help grants have helped in harnessing the vast population
in the rural areas for construction of dCVelOPHICnt:dI works such
as roads, embankments and the like, and for this reason the

rovision on this account has been _lncreased from year to year
and I expect io be able to provide larger amount for this

purpose in the coming years also.

-ua and some other Friendshave also

Shri Harinarayan Barua | len:
urged the expansion of primary education facilities and the

taking over by the School Board of more Venture Lower Pri-
mary Schools. I have indicated in my Budget speech that. the
Second Five-Year Plan envisages expansion of educ_atlor}al
facilities for the age groups 6-11 by 250 per cent. This will
enable a considerable number of Venture Lower Primary Schools
to be taken over by the Board and properly developed.

A large number of Members from Upper Assam have urged
on the necessity of establishing a Mechanicgl_ and Electrical
College at Jorhat., As my leader, the Chief Minister, has already
given a_reply to this point, I nced not take further time of the
House by reverting to this subject once again.

The delays in disposal of loan applications in district
and subdivisional offices referred to by my Friend, Shri
Abdul Jalil, are regretted. Government have again issued
jnstructions to the district and subdivisional officers to

-

)
.
)
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ensure that loan applications are enquired into and report
submitted thereon within a reasonable time. I have enquired
into the reasons for the delay in disbursement of compensation
to those whose lands near Badarpur were acquired for the
railways. The compensation payable were assessed by the
State Ciovernment as early as 1950 and submitted to the
railway authority. The difficulty here has been that though
we have made several references including nine reminders,
the last one being on 24th February 1956, to the Railways
in regard to this matter, there has been no response from
their end. I am having this matter taken up again. 1 regret
the delay and difficulty it has caused to those whose lands were
acquired. My Friend. will be glad to know that provision for
one of the two roads mentioned by him, ziz., Bhanga-
Mayonkanchi Road by the alternative alignment suggested by
him will be taken up 1in the near future. Government
appreciate the necessity for protecting the low-lying areas
referred to by Shri Jalil from the encroachment of the Barak
river. 'The matter will receive due consideration, though it has
to be remembered that we have to take up schemes in order of
preference and priority and with due regard to our resources
in funds and technical personnel. We have taken up with the
Government of India the provision of an over-bridge at the
Railway Junction at Badarpur which is badly needed. They
are again being reminded.

Reference is made in my budget speech of the Government
scheme for converting some of the existing schools into multi-
purpose schools during the Second Five-Year Plan periods The
cases of the school referred to by my Friend, will be considered
along with' others in this regard in due course by the
Education Department.

My Friend, Shri Mahendra Hazarika and others have
stressed the importance of undertaking river valley projects
in the State both with a view to control rivers and for the
general development of the State. We have been impressing
upon the Government of India the need for undertaking river
valley projects in the State and necessary investigation and
collection of data are in progress. Some Friends have even
indicated that they are gettingimpatient over the delay. 1he
fact is that planning for a river valley project, which entails
an outlay of several crores, needs reliable data of a number
of years. For some of the major projects in execution 6
other parts of the country, data for periods ranging from 30
fo 50 years, were available. It is unfortunate that no such
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data were collected in respect of the Assam rivers hefore the
advent of Independence. Government are anxious (o provide
increased facilities in respect of training in technical and
vocational courses. Government regret that there have been
several deaths in Goalpara, Nowgong, Mikir Hills and other
places due to Kala-azar. 'The area around the Laupani
Dispensary is heavily infected with Kala-azar. The Public
Health Department has arranged for the survey of the
extent of Kala-azar in this area and has also arranged for the
treatment of the patients. The Laupani Dispensary was
without a doctor for some time as he had to go on short
leave. A survey of Kala-azar in the Bhuragaon arca which
includes Bokani, Dhing and Lahorighat has been completed.
As a result of the survey two out-centres for treatment of
Kala-azar have been opened at Lahorighat and Bhuragaon.
The Bhuragaon Centre has been provided with some indoor
beds and steps are under way to open moIic such out-centres.
I can assure the House, that all that is necessary to be done
to combat the spread of K ala-azar will be undertaken.

I entirely agree with Shri Hazarika that the schemes in
regard to removal of untouchability should not be confined to
urban areas alone. In fact the propaganda and other schemes
in regard to the removal of untouchability, extend to rural
as well as urban areas. Government recognise the importance
of providing greater educational facilities to the pupils of the
scheduled castes. In fact during 1955-56 in addition to con-
tinuing existing schemes out of the normal budget, Rs. 15,009,
Rs. 45,000 and Rs. 20,000 were spent out of the grants-in-aid
made available by the Government of India for the award of
scholarships, grants-in-aid to schools to compensate the 1oss of
fee income, and grants-in-aid to primary scho_ols on account of
Scheduled Castes pupils, as against an expenditure of Rs. 5,000,
Rs. 5,000 and Rs. 10,000 respectively on the same accounts
during the previous year,

I agree with Shri Dalbir Singh Lohar
made to improve the conditions of the agriculturists as far as pos-
sible. ShriLohar’s suggestion in regard to the establishment of
industry for the manufacture of card-board has been noted.
Maternity and Child Welfare Centres arc being established in
the rural areas in increasing numbers. My Friend, will be
glad to Jearn that in the Second Five-Year Plan, the Agricul-
ture Department has a scheme of making the State self-sufficient
in pulses. As such steps will be takem to increase the area
under Dal cultivation with a view to reduce the dependency on

imports from outside.

that effort should be
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I appreciate Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya’s assurance that
he would co-operate with Government, and offer constructive
suggestions in regard to the implemention of the development
schemes. I cannot, however, agree with his view that the con-
dition of the people has not improved during the First Five-Year
Plan period. The surveys conducted by our Statistics Depart-
ment clearly established the fact that it has substantially
improved. He is not correct when he says that since 1948, the
ratc of lard revenue in the State has doubled. Of course the
receipts from land revenue have increased to some oxtent. This
is more because ot reclamation of lands which were formerly
lying waste, requisition of surplus lands from tea gardens and
bringing them under cultivation, ‘and other steps taken by
Government to provide lands to landless people. As I have
explained in my budget speech, a proportion of the increase in
the land revenue for the coming year is accounted by the
receipts which are expected on account of the premia and fees
charged for the conversion of annual Pattas into periodic. It
is true that there is a certain degree of disparity between the pay
scales of high paid and low paid Government ~employees. The
Pay Committee is examining the question of improving the
pay scales of low paid employees. It bas always been my
endeavour to see that incidence of taxation on our low income
group is not heavy and the extra resources required to be raised,
are found by taxing the richer scctions.” All the taxation
measures which I have had the occasion to introduce in recent
years will bear testimony to this.

I have enquired into my Friend, Shri Mal Chandra Pegu’s
complaint that the I\/Iajull_Nat1011al Extension Service Block has
been going without a medical officer for g long time, The fact
is that though the post of the medical officer was sanctioned for
this block early in 1953, in spite of repeated advertisements
no candidate was available for the post. Government therefore
decided that part-time services of the medical officers serving in
the existing dispensaries in the blocks should be utilised to the
extent possible by granting them additional remuneration and
in fact their services have been so availcd of Thereafter in
July 1955 a full-time medial officer was appointed and he has
joined the Block. With effect from firgt April this National
Extention Service Block is being converted into a Community
Development Block, and as the pay scale of the medical officer
of Community Development Block is higher, it is hoped that a
qualified docter will be available to fill {he ~post. The other
suggestions made by Shri Pegu, espccially in regard to the nce
for development of the transferred areas of Dibrugarh Subdivision
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have been noted. As regards his reference to Miris not securing
their due share in Government services, I should remind my
Friend that reservation bas been provided_in the services for
the Scheduled Tribes of the plains and the Scheduled Tribes
o_f the hills separately. There is however no separate  reserva-
tion for any group within the plains tribes or the hill tribes
Government hz}ve taken note of the observations of Shri Pe.gu.
z.il.l’ld other Plains Tribal Members of the House on th(-;
inadequacy of rcpresentation of the plains tribal candidates 1n
non-gazetted posts and subordinate and district oflices.

I am thankful to Shri Mahendra Mohan Chaudhury for his
valuable advice and suggestions. I agree with Shri Chaudhury
that housing conditions both in the villages and  urban areas
require improvement. I have briefly indicated in my budget
speech the steps being taken by Government to develop housing
sites according to plan in and near the bigger towns in the
State, and to provide better houses for the sweepers. Rural
housing will also reccive attention. Considerable progress has
been made both in the hills and the plains in the — con-
struction and development of roads ; but the progress in the
hills is comparatively slower, in view of the difficulties of terrain
and alignment, dearth of labour, etc. I share Shri Chaudhury’s
anxiety that in the interest of the nation’s welfare steps should
be taken to attract the best talents to the teaching profession.
He and Sriman Prafulla Goswami and some other Friends have
expressed anxiety over what they called delay in the sul?mission
of its report by the Pay Committee. The Pay Committee has
so far examined a large number of w1tnesses.a1'1d recorded their
evidence. The Committee is naturally anxious that its enquiry

should be comprehensive sO that all factors bearing on the pay
<cales of the different classes and types of Government employees
ly considered, and no injustice or inequitable treatment
Every cffort is, however,
ork early.

are du
is meted out toany group or class.

being made by the Committee to complete 1its W

The valuable suggestions of my Friend, Shri Mahendra
Mohan Chaudhury and Shri Robin Kakoti in regard to the
development of cottage industries, strengthening of the co-
operative movement, and the revitalisation of the Panchayat
movement have been duly noted. The Department of Flood
Control will give careful consideration to the problems that may

arise from construction of embankments oD hoth banks of the
ceferred to by Shri Mahendra Mchan Chaudhury,

agavati, Shri Robin Kakoti, Shri Khagendra Nath Nath,
Prafulla Goswami, Shri Jadunath Bhuyan and

rivers
Shri Bh
Srirnan
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other Friends have expressed concern over what they have refer-
1ed to as the slow pace of land reforms, and the delay in the
taking over of Zamindaris.

Government are anxious to speed up the pace of land
reforms and much has already been done in this direction.
I do not see how the delay caused in the acquisition of
Zamindaries as a result of suits pending before law courts
could have been avoided. We won the case in the High Court,
where the matter was pending for about two years, and the
matter is now pending in the Supreme Court. Shri Chaudhury’s
suggestion in regard to the need for preventing alienation of
land from the hands of the agriculturists to non-agriculturists will:
receive due attention. Government have been extending liberal
assistance to non-official social service organisations to undertake
welfare work. The great Congress organisation and
individual: Congressmen can do a good deal in organising
social welfare institutions and ~ Government welcome every
effort in that direction. I am in entire agreement with Shri
Chaudhury that for the success of the Plan small savings have
to be harnessed and pooled by encouraging the people to
practise thrift and austerity and invest their savings in financing
development  projects.

Shri Mahendra Mohan Chaudhury, Shri Robin Kakoti, Shri
Romesh Chandra Borooah, Shri Bhagavati, Shri Rajendra Nath
Barua and other Friends have emphasised the importance of en-
thusing people and taking steps to secure their help, co-operation
and active participation for the successful implementation of the
development programmes. In my Budget speech I have referred
o the encouraging measure of pcople’s participation in the
community development, National Extension Service, road
communication and local development works programmes. I
would request Shri Mahendra Mohan Ghaudhury and. other
leaders, who can enthuse and educate the people, to do
everything possible to organise public opinion in the matter of
active co-operation and participation in the development
Programmes by the people. :

Sir, I have listened with great interest and sympathy to
the speeches of Shri Barelong Terang and Shri Nihang
Rongpher. I can assure them that Government would do every-
thing possible to promote the welfare of the Mikirs, which they
tegard as a sacred charge. The need for development of
permanent and fixed villages amongst the WMijkirs and for the
Mikirs to have permanent dwellings is obvious. The Mikirs
are accordingly being encouraged to take up wet cultivation 11
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the plains. I assure my Friends that Government would sym-
pathetically examine every proposal, including the grant of
loans for purchase of plough cattle and seeds to facilitate the
achievement of the aforesaid objective. Government agree
with the view that the available plain lands in the Mikir Hills
should be reserved for the Mikirs and protected from encroach-
ment by others. Government are aware that a large number
of refugees and others have encroached on lands in the Mikir
Hills and are taking steps to have them ecvicted. Efforts are
being made to provide deserving refugees with land for home-
stead purposes elsewhere. I would assure the District Council of

full help and co-operation in the administration of all subjects,
including land, now falling within its purview.

I appreciate the need for better medical and public health fa-
cilities in the Mikir Hills, especially theneed to provide adequate
treatment facilities for leprosy. Government have taken due
note of the suggestions for the establishment of new dispensaries
in this area. I agrec that there is need for a full-fledged high
school in the Mikir Hills and the Middle English School at Diphu
will be developed into a high school in due time, The Basic

Education Training Centre recently established in the Mikir

Hills would help in providing trained teachers to man the schools.
d for better road communications

Being a backward area, the nee
in the Mikir Hills is obvious. I am glad to say that

the Amsoi—La0pani-Jukuta-Singimari Road mentioned by my
Friends has been included in the Second FIVC-YC&I‘.PI&H.
I agree with Shri Nihang Rongpher that the sghopls in the
hill_ areas should be given increased grants-in-aid 1n vicw of
the special requirements of the backward and hilly regions.

Sir, Shri Tajuddin Ahmed has merely rcpcatcd again
what he has been saying in the past years apd as I hav.e
replied to him on more occasions than one in the past, it
is not necessary for me 1o take the time of the House by
dilating over them again here.

I am sorry that my Friend, Shri Basumatari, sbou]d have
expressed the view that the State Government did not, or
could not, put the case of Assam properly before the
Government of India and the Planning Commission in regard
to the Second Five-Year Plan, and he has no knowledge
of all that Government have done in this respect. I can
assure him that he could not have done better than
o urselves, had he got a chance to do so. The rapid strides
made in the development of road communications improve-
ment of schools, provision of hostel facilities in the plains
{ribal areas in rccent years clearly contradict my Friend’s
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contention that little has been achieved. During the curren
year itself, 49 Middle English, 29 Middle Vernacular and 27
High Schools in the plains tribal areas have been assisted with
grants-in-aid, totalling Ks.2,76,950 for improvement and
Rs. 94,804 spent for provision of hostel facilities. In the Five-
Year Plan period the amount spent for these purposes alone
amounts to Rs.12,25,000. Besides the school facilities, there have
been other facilities provided in the tribal areasin the shape
of dispensaries, kala-azar hospitals and things of this sort. A
length of 155 miles of road has been constructed in the
plains tribal arcas at a cost of over Rs. 30 lakhs, In view of
all these, I am surprised to find that some of my Friends ex-
pressed the opinion that not much had been done by this
Government in the plains tribal areas. '

I share Shri Robin Kakoti’s anxiety that agricultural
production should be further increased and arrangements
made (o ensure a fa:y price to the agriculturist for his
produce. I fully agree with him that it is very important to
have the work of the different departments properly co-ordina-
ted. In fact, the Secretaries’ Commitiee and  the State
Development Committee at the Ministers’ level, which meet
frequently, serve to effect the necessary co-ordination to a
great extent. It is true that the District and Subdivisional
Officers are heavily worked. But they have vital role to play
in the implementation of development Programmes anc!l in
co-ordinating the activities of the different depariments in their
areas. Attending meetings is an essential part of their dutjes.
However, wherever necessary and whenever it
assistance has been provided to them to
routine duties. I would assure my Friend ¢
would take every step necessary to see that the targets set for
the Veterinary and Animal Husbandry Departments are
achieved. His suggestions in regard to the acceleration of
land reforms, co-operative institutions and Panchéyats have
been noted. Instructions have been issuedq by Government
Circular No.AAP-234/55/3, dated 12th August 1955, directing
all Subdivisional authoritics_ to ensure that defgartrnental
proceedings are completed with the least possible delay, and
the attention of every one concerned wii] again be drawn
to this matter. In fact, quarterly returns of pending discip-
linary proceeding cases are insisted upon by Government now.
My Friend’s observations in regard to the necessity for taking
measures to tone up the efliciency and discipline in local
bodies have been taken note of by the Iocal Self~-Govern-~
ment Department for appropriate action,

] is possible,
relieve them of
hat Government
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: My Friend, Shri Khagendra Nath Nath, has drawn atten-
tion to the need for the improvement of rail communica-
tion between Assam and the rest of the country and also
within the State. The State Government have repeatedly
been urging the Government of India to take effective steps in
this regard, and also offered concrete suggestions as to how the

osition could be improved. They hope the Government of
India would take action on the Jines suggested by them.
The spread of Kala-azar in Goalpara and other areas of the
State is causing concern. We have issued instructions ‘to
Health - Officers to take effective steps to check the spread of
this disease and to provide adequate treatment facilities to
those afflicted, by opening out-centres, providing indoor beds
at dispensaries f"md out-centres, etc. I would request hon.
Members to bring immediately to Government’s notice any
cases of Kala-azar or outbreak of epidemics which they might
become aware of. Shri Khagendra Nath’s suggestion in regard
to long-term co-operative loans will be duly examined.
beswar Rajkhowa has spoken of the importance of

Shri ‘De Lajkh

Technical education in the context of the development of

the country- Government recognise this and have recently

sanctioned - the post of a Deputy Director for Technical
d attention to the problems

Education to give more concentrated
of technical education. His suggestion 1n regard to th? esta-
plishment of a Town Committee at Dergaon and holding ~of
Session Circuit Courts at Golaghat and construction of roads
have been noted and will be examined. A guest house
ttached to the Medical College has already been sanctioned.

& oarding the points raised by Shri Ananda Chandra Bezbarua,
]]E.{ ét%ave ‘stated in my budget speech that _adequate provision
has been made for expansion of the facilities for primary
education 10 the Second Five-Year Plan period. ~Governuent
will take neccessary steps 10 ensure that there is no unglue
delay 10 -making enquiries 1nto and disposal of loan applica-
tions- The position in regard tO the clecirification Pproject
for gibsagar has been explained by the Chief Minister. The
mendations of the Taxation Enquiry Commission in

com :
i:g gard to the augmentation of the finances of local bodies

Are under examination. My Friend’s su_ggestion in regard to
the improvement of the

& Construct_ion of roads, and 1O )
eterinary dispensary at Nazira will be carefully considered

in due coursc.

ghri Davidson Bhobora has pointed out the need for pro-
viding improved training facilities in_cottage industries, and
for an increased number of scholarships and hostel facilities

Y Il .
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for nurses’ training ; these will be examined and - given due
weight at proper tine.

I thank Shri ‘Purandar Sarma for -his appreciative
remarks, Government are taking steps for the separation of
the Judiciary from the Executive, but complete separation .
has to be phased over a period.

Shri Chaubey’s -suggestion with regard to the construction
of Juipur Hai Nagar Road, and the Laitkor Basti Road
will receive due consideration. The improvement of pay -scales
of teachers, and the increased grants-in-aid to schools and
colleges referred to by Shri Mehrab Ali are matters which are
constantly under Government’s consideration.

= - Bt =

I am afraid that Sriman Prafulla Goswami’s suggestions
in regard to the settlement of town lands in Gauhati and
Shillong do not very much appeal to me. The question of
legislation to provide for the proper administration of temples
r is engaging attention, and_ the suggestion in regard to the
improvement of the Medical -College Hospital will be duly
considered.

A large number of the five hundred families who were
displaced as a result of erosion by the Pagladia river, as has
been mentioned by Sriman Goswami, has been allottjcad lands
in a2 V.G.R. Rehabilitation loans amounting  to over Rs.1.20.000
have been sanctioned, and -these are mnow being." L
buted by the Sub-Deputy Collector. Regarding the remaining
persons orders have been passed by .the Government . asking
the Deputy Commissioner to open a certain Reserve for their
rehabilitation and also to give them loans after allotting them
land.

Regarding the case of the ‘Mandal who is alleged to have
migappropr-iatﬁd some rice meant for relief this matter was
enquired into by an Assistant Commissioner and again by the
Additional District Magistrate and they report that there yis— noe
proof.

Shri Hemchandra Hazarika has referred ¢ . fc
development of the Dhemaji and some areas, ar?d—#t%? priiffcildh?gr
adequate facilities for the treatment  of Leprosy in ‘the North
Lakhimpur Subdivision. These have been noted. ~The
question of establishing a telegraph office at Dhemaji - will be
referred to the Posts and Telegraphs Department,

L mow _deal with the points raised -by Shri. Harrison
Momin and Shri Emerson Momin. Government are aware.o
the ccenomic difficulties to which the people in the. border

D e
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areas have been put to as a result of loss of their age-old markets
due to Partition and I have referred to the measures which
are being taken to rchabilitate the economy of these areas in
my budget speech. Steps are being taken to have the Dalu-
Baghmara road completed as expeditiously as possible, as
Governimnent recognise the importance of this road for the
people of the border areas. I would also assure my Friends
that the question of providing increased accommodation in
the Tura High School to meet with the large enrolment
there will receive duc attention. The suggestion of Shri
Md. Idris that embankments should be provided with sluice
gates will be duly examined. The question of providing sluice
better communications in the areas where jute is grown, is up-
permost in the mind of Government, as they appreciate that jute
is one of the most important crops in the State and a large
amount of tax from jute comes to the coffers of Govern-
ment. My Friend’s suggestion that Char areas should be
settled with landless people has been taken note of. AsI
have mentioned earlier, in addition to grants-in-aid being
given to Madrassas as in previous years, provision has also
been made for increased financial assistance to some Madras-
sas during the coming year. The question of enforcing the
Assam Standard Weights and Measures Bill, 1955, has been
under Government’s consideration. The delay has been due
to Government of India’s suggestion that as they are con-
templating comprehensive legislation on the metric system of
weights and measures, other similar legislative measure may be

stayed for the time being.

Chaudhury, Shri Biswadev

I aoree with Shri Harihar L .
¥ nd other Friends that increased

‘ma. Shri Jadunath Bhuyan a .
izgleiltién sh(')];JId be paid t}:) the education of the children of
tea garden labourers. The question of taking over of sonie of the
schools in the tea gardens under the Schpol _Board will be
examined and something will be done in this regard. The
Inspectorate will also be strengthened to prqwdc for proper
inspection of tea garden schools. Shri I-Iq.rlhar Chaudhury’s
suggestion that forest plantation should be increased and that
the settlers in the Philobari Reclamation Area should be
given adequate loans for purchase of cattle and seeds will be

duly examined.

I thank Shri Mahendra Deka for his appreciative remark
on the budget. He has answered all the points raised by
Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya, and pointed out how Govern-
mental efforts in recent years have contributed to the

tﬁtm il e
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in-crease in the prosperity of the people and has also shown that
the contention of Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya that the rate
of land revenue have been increased steadily in recent years,
and that the incidence of taxation of the low-income groups
has been higher, is not founded on facts.

I would assure Shri Baikuntha Das that the department is
doing its best to complete the embankments which have been
started on the Pagladia river, as also the repairs to the
embankment damaged or washed away by the last floods.

The question of extending the embankments upto the
course of the river, as suggested by him, will be examined.
The question of free education for children of the Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled "I'ribes has been raised by almost all the
Members representing the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes of the plains. As I have stated in my budget speech
Government’s aim is to provide for free education of the
children of the Scheduled Castes and Tribes of the hills and
plains, but in view of the financial implications, the programme
has to be phased over a period. Measures to provide irrigation
facilities in the Subankhata Reclamation Area are being taken up
by Government. A survey for this purpose has beey completed
by the Public Works Department who have been entrusted with
the project.

Shri Hakim Chandra Rabha has also referr
of Kala-azar in the Harimura area, and to the
ing the number of beds in the Dudhnoi Ka]
The instructions issued by Government to the
steps to be taken to combat the menace of Kg)
mentioned by me earlier and it is not therefore
to repeat them again. Regarding the appoi
in the various departments, and in the n
Government will take steps to see that the
secure their reasonable share in all services,
tion, T would refer to the contents of the follow;
by Government. I am having this important matter looked into
again. The circular reads as follows: <¢f 5, therefteidirer
ted to request you to kindly note that at the time of 4 ointment
fo the posts of office assistants, Tribal ang Schedlfllljcd Clastes
candidates, if qualified, should be invariably appointed to fill up
the quota of their representation according to the proportion
prescribed by Government already. ALy instan e viereting
such appointment is possible due to reasong beyond control, may
please be reported to this Department with full details’”.

ed to the menace
need for increas-
a-azar Hospital.
Ir officers on the
a-azar have been
Necessary for me
ntment of tribals
On-gazetted posts
tribal candidates
In this connec-
ng circular issued
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This circvlar explains the anxiety of Government to do
astice to our less advanced brethren of the Scheduled Tribes

and Scheduled Castes communities.

I agree with Shri Rajendra Nath Barua that there is need
for a rest house at Kaziranga where people with compara-
tively lower incomes can stay. I shall have this mat-
ter examined by the Forest Department. ‘The need to
amend the Village Panchayat Act to suit  present
conditions as pointed out by Shri Barua will receive due con-
sideration. His suggestion that an institution to train Homeo-
pathic physicians should be established and Homeopathic
dispensaries should be subsidised will be examined. I am sorry
that Shri Jadav Chandra Khakhlari is under the impression that
the suggestions made by some Members are not- receiving due
attention. I would assure him that all suggestions made by the
Members are examined with great care. His suggestion that J
the system of subsidising dispcnsarifzs should be given up and
that steps should be taken to provide better medical facilities ‘
to. the rural areas will be examined by the Medical
Department. On receipt of the scheme which be proposes to
submit in respect of collective farming in the Philobari area, the
question of making loans available for the purpose will be con-
sidered.if the scheme is considered. descrving of support. Shri
Khongphai has referred to the necessity for railway links to the
Garo Hills and United Khasi and Jaintia Hills Districts. As has
been stated in this House on more than one occasion, Govern-
ment have repeatedly emphaslsed the urgency and imporiance
of a railway line to the Garo Hills. Some survey wor k in t}}IS
regard has also been completed. I appreciate Shri Khongphai’s
anxiely that more roads should be constructed in the hill areas,

- —

—

Shri Ramesh Chandra Borooah and some other Friends have
drawn attention to the fact that Sub-Deputy Clollectors are
overworked as they have to attend to multifarious - duties, In
the context'of an expanding developmental programme it ig
unavoidable that Government officers including S. D. Gs have
to attend to multifarious duties. Government, are however,
examining the question of reducing the areas of circles and
:ncreasing the number of S. D. Cs; so as to enable them to cope
with the work properly. Shri Borooah has suggested that for the

lanned development of the Medical College, the Principal and
{he Professors should be appointed on a more suitable and other
than temporary basis. Temporary appointments are not
expected to serve the purpose we have in view. This matter has
peen engaging the attention of Government,

N iy =
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Shri Emonsing Sangma has made several important
suggestions in regard to the development of the autonomous
districts in general and Garo Hills in particular. I agree with
him that a separate Hill State is not in the interest of the tribal
people, and every effort should be made to bring the Nagas
round to work the provisions of the Constitution in regard to
their district. I have taken note of his suggestion that gra-
tuitous relief should be given to those whose crops have been
destroyed by wild elephants and have already issued necessary
instructions in that regard The necessity for opening cheap
grain shops in the border areas will be duly examined. It is
Government’s policy to popularise cash crops like cashewnuts,
pepper, etc., in the hill areas and steps are being taken in that
regard. The Sccongi Five-Year Plan has made large scale
provision for the improvement of agriculture and cottage
industries in the autonomous districts. Shri Emonsing
Sangma’s suggestion in regard to establishment of weaving
demonstration centres, agricultural demonstration farms and
training of students in fruit preservation and canning will
receive due attention. Shri Radha Charan Chaudhury’s sugges-
tion that National Extension Service Block should be allotted. to
the Boko thana for the development of the tribal people has been
duly noted. Agricultural loans will be sanctioned in accor-
dance with necessity. Shri Sarveswar Boruwa would have seen
from my budget speech that the North Trunk Road wil be
greatly improved during the Second Five-Year Plan period and
all the necessary bridges constructed. Large portions of the
road will also be blacktopped. The suggestion in regard to the
establishment of a junior technical school at North Lakhimpur
and the convers.on of the North Lakhimpur Town Committee
into Municipality will be duly examined. It js Government’s
policy to reclaim arcas at present lyin_g waste for purposes of
cultivation, and specific suggestions, if any, made by Shri
Sarveswar Boruwa in regard to the reclamation of land in North
Lakhimpur Subdivision will receive careful consideration.

I am sorry to note that Shri Biswadev Sarma has the
impression that Government have not done much for the welfare
of the labourers. I would inform the House that Government
have been lending their support to every reasonable demand of
the labourers for the improvement of their conditjons and taking
every possible step for the promotion of their welfare. I am in
agreement with his suggestion that the tea gardens should
employ qualified people of the State to their clerical
and supervisory posts, and Government have drawn the
attention of the tea companies to this matter from time to
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time. I welcome the co-operation of the INTUC in the
successful implementation of the prohibition programme.
I would mention for Shri Sarma’s information that the State
Government did not exclude the Bhorali river from the

purview of investigations for river valley projects ; technical

advice was, however, against the feasibility of this project.

'Shri Karka Chandra Doley’s suggestions i regard to the
across the Brahmaputra

necessity for improving the ferry services

are important. Government are providing better steamers
for the ferry service from Kamalabari to Neamati. The ques-
tion of improving the ferry services connecting North Lakhim-

pur with Dhemaji and Badatighat with Majuli will be duly
considered. I agree with Shri Doley’s suggestion that Medical
facilities in the tribal areas should receive more attentinn,

The suggestion that increased grants-in-aid should be paid to

schools in hill areas, so that teachers may be properly paid,
consideration. Shri Lila Kanta

as I have earlier said, deserves
ty of completing the Rupahi-

Bora referred to the necessi
Laokhowa-Nowgong road and the Laokhowa-Silghat road

expeditiously. The Public Works Department are doing every-
thing possible to have these roads completed early, Shri Alley
considers the provision made for the development of the autono-

_Year Plan inadequate. We

mous districts in the Second Five
y schemes for the welfare

have already submitted supplementar
including the promotion of welfare

of the backward classes 1 the .
districts costing about Rs.2

of the people of the autonomous : g .
crores for the approval of the Planning Commission. Apart

from the schemes which will be separately undertaken for the
development of the autonomou? districts, these districts will

also benefit greatly by the setting up of a number of high
in the State. Shri

academic and technical institutions

Jogakanta Barua and some other Friends have referred to the
problem of beggars in the State. I am glad tosay thz_i.t Govern-
ment’s attention has already been drawn to this matter,
Shrimati Usha Boithakur has stressed the mnecessity for more
maternity and child welfare centres in rural areas. Government

the importance of establishing these centres, but the lack

realise .
personnel stands in the way

of sufficient number of trained
of very rapid progress in this regard.

She and Sri Baliram Das have also drawn the attention of
the Government to the need for giving more attention to female
education. Government are alive to the importance of female
education, and I can assure them that more attention will be
given to this subject in future.

Different opinions have been expressed in the House as to
where the spun silk mill should be located. This is a matter on

L 4
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which Government will have to be guided by the opinions of
experts.

Shri Mahadev Das has pointed out the need for allotting
more lands to the Scheduled Castes people.  Government are
allotting lands as far as possible to landless Scheduled Castes
families. But it will be appreciated that there is dearth of culti-
vable land in the State to meect the requirements of the vast
number of landless people. In regird to the concessions granted
to the co-operative societies of fishermen, Government do not
see sufficient justification for any immediate change in the pre-
sent policy either way.

Shri Jadunath Bhuyan has referred to the need for fixing
ceilings on urban holdings, for improvement of the pay scales
of lower primary teachers, on the need to provide more financial
assistance to Middle lnglish Schools and for taking over garden
schools under the School Board. As I have already dealt with
this matter, I need not dwell upon this again here, All the
points raised by him will receive due attention from Govern-
ment.

The question of opening a sub-treasury at Tinsukia will be
considered by Government in due course. .

Government appreciate Shri Pratap Sarma’s sentiments in
regard to the development of the University, and ‘the creation
of a proper atmosphere for higher studies.

Shri Hem Chandra Chakravarty has suggested that loans
sanctioned to refugees should be given in one instalment. In
fact this is already being done as far as possible. . -

I have mentioned earlier in my speech that the question of
upgrading the junior Technical School at Arunachal is under
examination. His suggestion in regard to the development of
% Toads in Cachar and for according priority to the Baral.Proicrs

have been noted. I would like to inform my Friend that ﬂeli-
Minary investigations in regard to the Barak project afé o
Progress.

gShri Raghunandan Dhubi has made Constructive suggestion
in regard to the schemes to be undertaken for mmovalggf un-
touchability. These will be examined.

Shri Chanoo Kehria has spoken of the need to sanction re-
pair grants to Lower Primary Schools and the necessity of taking
over garden sctools by the School Board anq for sanctioning
cattle loans and agricultural loans to those in need. These
matters, as I have earlier stated, will recejve due attention.

. Shri Dandiram Datta has referred to the necessity of expan-
sion of the Mangaldai Government high schoo] to meet the in-
creased enrolment. The matter will be looked into. As regards
his suggestion for grants-in-aid to the Mangaldai College, the

WP = SRR, R e m
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case will be examined along with cases of similar colleges, pro-
vided the enrolment justifies and other necessary conditions are
fulfilled. He has also referred to the need for taking effective
steps to check the spread of Kala-azar and Leprosy. AsI have
mentioned l_)efore, concerted and concentrated attention will be
given to_this matter.

Shri Radhika Ram Das has mentioned that some schools
not affected by floods have received grants whereas some others
actually affected by floods have not received such grauts.
Grants are sanctioned on the basis of reports submitted by
local officers. Specific instances, if any, brought to notice will
be duly enquired into.

Shri Baliram Das has, apart from referring to matters on
which other Members have dwelt, suggested that the Dungabari
dispensary which has been built by the local people should be
taken over by Government. My Friend, the Medical Minister,
will give due consideration to this matter. He has also referred
to the urgent need for checking erosion in the Chaparmukh
areas. This is important and wiil receive due attention. His
suggestion that weaving demonstrators should be provided for
"~ West Nowgong area has already been agreed to.

All the suggestions made by Shri Gaurisankar Roy 1n
regard to the development of the South Hailakandi Subdivision
have been carefully noted. As the entire State is expected to
be covered with National Extension Service Blocks within the
near future, the case of South Hailakandi in this regard will

automatically receive attention in due course. :
Shri Pravat Goswami has pointed the need for increasing

the number of officers to cop€ with the work in connection with

the large scale development programimes which are being un-
dertaken. I would inform him that more officers arc¢ being
appointed as and when circumstances necessitate.

Shri Tamizuddin Pradhani has asked that more grants
should be sanctioned to subsidised dispensaries and that housing
and agricultural loans should be given for flood affected areas on
2 more liberal scale. I would only mention that funds are
always sqnctioned by Government for this purpose in accor-
dance with necessity. Government arc also taking steps to See
that grants for improvement and development schemes like
rural water-supply and rural communications are made availa.
ble sufficiently early in the year, so as to prevent lapse of funds
at the close of the year.

Sir, my Friend, Mr. Ghosh from Mangaldai, Mr. Santosh
Barua from Gauripur, Mr. Agarwalla from Tezpur and Mr. Nury]
Islam from Nowgong and others have also made very usefy]
suggestions in their speeches to the Government. I would like

{
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to tell them that all the points raised bv them have been duly
noted by the Government and action will be taken as warranted
and as funds justify.

Sir, with these observations I should like to bring an end
of my speech in connection with the discussion of the Budget.
Before closing I should like to offe my thanks to the hon.
Members of the House for giving me a patient hearing and the
considerations that they have shown to me will never be for-
gotten.

With these words, Sir, I beg to close my speech. (cheers)

Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned till 10 A.M., on Monday,
the 19th March 1956, )

Shillong : R. N. BARUA,
The 6th December, 1956, Secretary, Legislative Assembly,
Assam.

AG.P. (T A)No 208/56—126—11-12-1956.
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