Proceedings of the Tenth Session of the Assam Legisla-
tive Assembly assembled aiter the First General
Election under the Sovereign Democratic Repu-

blican Constitution of India

——

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at
1-30 p.m., on Friday the 31st August, 1956,

PRESENT
Shri Kuladhar Chaliha, B.L., Speaker, in the Chair,

the eight Ministers, the four Deputy Ministers, and
sixty-nine-Members.

———

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
(To which answer were laid on the table)

Dalu-Baghmara, Baghmara-Darugiri
Moheskhola Roads

Shri EMERSON MOMIN asked :

and Baghmara-

1. Will the Minister-in-charge of Public Works
ment be pleased to state—

(a) When the Dalu-Baghmara Road will be ready for-
the public use ?
(6) Whether it is a fact that Baghmara-Darugiri and

Baghmara-Moheskhola Roads will be constructed
from the next Autumn Session of 1956 ?

Depart-

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister) replied :

1. (a)—The road is expected to be ready for public use
by end of 1957-58.

(b)—The estimate for Section 1-12 miles of the Bagh-
mara-Mahadeo Road is under scrutiny with Government of
India. The estimate for Baghmara-Darugiri Road j Section
1-12 miles will shortly be submitted to Government of
India for Technical approval and financial sanction, The

work will be started as soon as Government of India’s sanction
is received.
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Statement on flood situation in the Stiate
Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister) : Mr. Speaker Sir,
with your permission I want to make a statement on the flood
situation in the country to give a picture of the same to the |
House and to the public outside.

Sir, owing to the early ouset of the monsoon, floods occurred
earlier than usual, this year, The first flood was rcported from
Dibrugarh subdivision on the 5th and 6th May 1956. The
Saikhowa area of the South Bank, and Paikmahal and Sisi
Mouzas on the North Bank were submerged. The Bund con-
structed by the Embankment and Drainage Department near
Dhola was breached and considerable arcas were submerged,
Simultaneously, the river Dehing was also in spate and inun-
dated several areas in the Larua Mouza. The Aus paddy and
Sali seedlings were damaged in the flooded areas.

The flood waters of the Brahmaputra also aflected north-
western Mouzas of Nowgong district, damaging jute and Aus
Crops.

The flood also occurred in certain Mouzas on the north
bank of Gauhati subdivision and in the lowlying areas of |
Barpeta subdivision in Kamrup district in the second week of

May, 1956. Considerable damage was caused to Aus and jute
crops.

The floods occurring in the second week of May also
damaged Aus, jute, kaun, china and onjon crops over 50,550
bighas in Dhubri subdivision and 45000 bighas in Gealpara
subdivision of Goalpara district. :

From the 6th June 1956, there was heavy flood in the
Cachar district due to incessant rains in the Mizo district,
}_Iallakandi subdivision was worst affected and all communica-
tions were cut off for some time. Prompt steps were taken by
the I?lStrlCt Oﬁflcers lo evacuate the marooned people and to
provide them with temporary shelter and gratuitous relief. The
flood continued with slight changes in the water level till about
the 23rd June 1956, when it began to subside.

The Deputy Commissioner, -Sibsagar reported on Ist August
1956 that due to rise of local rivers from 23rd July, 18 Mouzas
in Sibsagar, 3 Mouzas in Golaghat subdivision and 6 Mouzas
in Jorhat subdivision have been affected. Water receded from
25th, July but lowlying areas in nine Mouzas mostly west of
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Sibsagar-Khowang railway line in Sibsagar subdivision and
some areas in South of the Brahmaputra in Jorhat subdivision
and Golaghat subdivision were under water. It is also reported
that seedlings and granaries in lowlying areas are badly affected.

The Subdivisional Officer, Sibsagar, reported on 26th June,
1956 that due to abnormal rise of water level of the Brahmaputra
at Desangmukh the road to Desangmukhghat has been breached
causing dislocation of transpert of consumer goodsand foodstuff
thereby resulting in abnormal rise of prices of these commodities.
The Subdivisional Officer also reported on 25th July, 1956 that
due to rise of water in Dikhow river there was flood in Hahchara,
Silakuti, Dhopabor, Joktoli, Jakaichuk, Kowarpur and Nazira
Mouzas including part of Nazira town. In some of the areas in
Simaluguri and Nazira the water level rose from 2 to 3 feet.
Road communication including railway to Sibsagar town via
Simaluguri was cut off. Some people residing in places
adjoining Bihubor took shelter in Bihubor railway platform.
The Subdivisional Officer further reported on 29th July, 1956
that Sakekhati, Abhoypur, Mahmara, and Silakuti mouzas of
Sonari Circle, Hopadhor, Nazira, Joktoli, Hahchora, Salaguri
Mora bazar Mouzas of Nazira Circle and Khalai-Ghogra, Bokala
Thowra, Betbari, Kowerpur, Meleka, Bongaon and Nagar-
mahal and Jokaichuk Mouzas of Sibsagar Clircle totalling 18
Mouzas comprising approximately three/fourths of the whole
subdivision were aftected by floods.

‘The Subdivisional Officer, Golaghat, reported on 27th July,
1956 that duc to incessant rains the local streams Kokodonga,
Ghilladhari and Mokrong were over flooded as a result of which

some villages of Kacharihat, Athgaon and Ghilladhari Mouzas
of Golaghat circle were submerged.

By the 5th and 6th June, the Kapili and Barpani rivers began
to rise and submerged the paddy fields of 8 Mouzas, namely,
Kampur, Jurabari, Gorubari, Kathialtoli, Jogijan, Jamuna-
mukh, Hojai and Lanka in Nowgong district. Simultaneously,
the Kolong and its tributaries also rose and submerged portions
of another 8 Mouzas and extensive damage was caused to stand-
ing Aus and jute crops.

The Kulshi river in the south bank of the Kamrup district
was in spate by the middle of June and submerged a large area
of Chyayagaon Circle. The Pagladia and Boralia rivers in the
north bank also rose and flooded certain areas in Nalbari and
Rangia Circles. The houses of 45 families of Ulubari were
washed away due to breaches in the Pagladia embankment.
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The Brahmaputra was again in spate in the third week
of June. Some damage was caused to the first stone-spur and
the revetment above it at Dibrugarh. There was some ero-
sion in the Bagibeel area down stream of Dibrugarh town. The
dyke constructed by the embankment and Drainage Depart-
ment on the north bank of the Brahmaputra was breached over
a length of } mile near Matmara; Sissi and Dhemaji Mouzas
on the north bank were flooded.

There were floods also in the North Lakhimpur subdivi-
sion of Lakhimpur district and erosion of the Subansiri and
the Brahmaputra rivers displaced about 250 families. Due
to the erosion at Ghunasuti the Public Health Dispensary
building, one M. E. School and one L. P. School buildings,
etc., had to be dismantled.

It has been reported by the Deputy Commissioner,
Lakhimpur, that Dehing river was in spate from 24th to 27th
July, 1956 and there was flood in Sassani, Tengakhat, Khera-
mia Tipling, Tingkhong, Fakial, Larua, Khowang, Lengri,
Moran Sepon and Maderkhat Mouzas. The Dehing Bund
near Bamundi, Kuligaon, Haladhibari in Khowang Mouza
has been breached in several places. Transplanted paddy
and seedlings have been damaged. The Burridihing river
was also in spate from 24tk to 26th July and there was flood
in transferred areas, and Margherita,

2 Since 25th July, 1956, the whole of Cachar district was
visited by a third flood which caused additional loss to stand-
ing crops and transplanted seedlings, etc.

Due to heavy rains during the third week of August
1956, in the Garo Hills the rivers Jinari and Jinjiram have
overflooded their banks causing fairly high floods in the
neighbouring areas both in the Garo Hills and Goalpara sub-
division. Vf;hlcular traffic on National High Way was closed
due to washing away of a bridge and damage to others.

Due to repeated floods some local officers could not yet
complete the surveys and submit detailed report on the
actual damage and loss caused by the floods. Based on the
detailed reports so far received from the Subdivisional Officers,
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North Lakhimpur, Goalpara, Golaghat, Karimganj, Hailakandi
and Deputy Commissioner, Cachar—-a statement of damage
and loss is prepared and given as follows:—

Subdivision vagl;:donftl?:fgkpj;tc Value ofl'ogsnfoperiies
damaged
Rs. Rs.

North Lakhimpur : 3,69,700 1,92,500
Goalpara : 9,91,200
Golaghat 5,425 300
Silchar 19,76,200 59,850
Karimganj 8,70,160
Hailakandi 24,36,000
Barpeta 4,89,600 15,700

Sir, from the statement that has been prepared it has
been found that paddy and jute cultivation to the value of
Rs.71,38,285 just now mentioned has been damaged and

also properties to the value of Rs.2,68.350 have been lost
in the 7 subdivisions,.

It has been reported that there were loss of 14 human
lives in Dibrugarh subdivision, 2 in Hailakandi subdivision

and 2 in Nowgong district. The deaths in Dibrugarh and
Nowgong were due to boat disasters.

As a measure of relief the State Government have so far
sanctloch Rs.2,85,487-8-0 as gratuitous relief, Rs.2,95,000
as agricultural loan, Rs.62,500 as rehabilitation loan and

Rs.30,000 for test relief works. The subdivisionwise alloca-
tions are as follows ;—

Subdivision Gratui- Agricul- Rehabi-  Test
tous relief. tural loan litation-  Relief
loan
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs.

Dibrugarh e = 42,550 90,000
North Lakhimpur i - 76,375 e 62,500
Jorhat i i 4,000 5,000 y
Sibsagas e oo 23,312-80 10,000
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Suhdivision Gratui- Agricul- Rchati- Test
tous relief tural loan litation Reliel
loan

Rs. Ras. Rs. Rs.
Golaghat s 5,000
Nowgong .. ae 15,000 25,000
Gauhati .- 0 47,250 60,000
Barpeta
Dhubri .- o0 o 25,000
Goalpara e .t 8,000 20,000 o
Silchar .. 5 23,009 56,000 . 30,000
Karimganj .. =i 22,000 40,000
Hailakandi 00 o 24,000 49,000

Besides, about Rs.1,50,000 have already been sanctioned
for maintenance of reliefboats in various parts of the State.

From the Governor’s Fund a sum of Rs.4,000 has been
allotted for Hailakandi subdivision and from Oh’ief Minister’s
Fund a sum OfRS'S’U.OO has been allotted for Gauhati subdivi-
sion, Rs.5,000 for Sibsagar subdivision, Rs.3,500 for Dhubri
subdivision, Rs-16,000 for Cachar district, Rs.5,000 for Dibru-
garh subdivision and Rs.2 500 for Goalpara suhbdivision.

Necessary cheap grain shops have already been opened
where considered essential,

Just at the beginning of floods the local officers were
instructed to keep a watchful eye over the flood situation
and to render timely relief whére found necessary.

From the statements that I have read out to the hon.
Members of the House it will be seen that the intensity
of floods in this year is the greatest in the district of Cachar.
There were as Inany as three floods in repeated succession
in that district and the damage caused has been very heavy.
Sir, I have ah_"eady stated that almost all the rivers in Mizo
district weré 1n spate and some rivers in Cachar also were
in spate and the cumulative effect of this made the flood
situation in the district of Cachar a very serious one. The
water level _Qf flood in the district of Cachar was reported
{0 be the highestsince the record flood of 1929.




1956 STATEMENT ON FLOOD SITUATION 1541

Another remarkable feature of this year’s flood is that
on account of the ouset of early monsoon there were repeated
floods all over the State, but curiously enough there has
been an eratic behaviour of the monsoon this time which
resulted in not only repeated floods but also serious droughts
in many places in the State. There are some places in the
districts where on _account of flood people have not been able
to begin transplantation and at the same time there are
some places where for want of water, people have not been
able to steep their jute. That has been the position. On one
hand there has been extensive flood caused by the early mon-
soon while on the other hand another serious situation has
been caused by droughts. Sir, I have got a report from
Goaipara district that in some places people have not been
able to start cultivation atall and thatthey want that Govern-
ment should come forward to their rescue, and provide water to
their fields by artificial means, thatis by means of pumps. But
the question is whether it is possible to relieve the situation
by using pumps. What is the number of pumps that we have
got ? Have we got sullicient number of pumps to provide
water in the areas that have been affected by drought.
Sir, to me it 1s not a feasible proposition. Therefore, I
should like to bring to the notice of the hon. Members
that if things do not improve we may also have a
repurcussion on the crop position of our State.
Sir, there has been a silves living in the dark horizon and
fortunately during the last week we have some good showers
and that has given a hope to the people that somehow we
may beable to tide over the situation. This is in short the
position caused by floods in our State, Position in the
Cachar district is abnormal. In the Brahmaputra Valley
there is of course considerable damage to the crops but  still
there is some time ahead of us for cultivation and it is
hoped that if we get sufficient rains in the coming few weeks
ahead of us, perhaps our people will be able to do the
transplantation and also collect the jute crop. This is in
brief my statement about the flood condition in our

State. AndI beg to resume my seat after the short state-
ment., Thank you.

serious
However,

Shri JADAV CHANDRA KHAKHLARI: iy o
ez, IGAT FATART ATORE otaiw W G fSpsrs qay cslitgs
SIS AT @B AT €2 Afey (7 FAtT 9FIATSNT @B e s o
tgs | @F ATAME TR fFrintF Sl @i eTT T 39 i tetg,
ceEraT [Raaw R | ©fw T atd atd, & il B qimerd ey
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atstapgcel 435 cErm | 3 @B weATm @) atwethy Tm FEd “Aifaca
= B ott 9 wyaifen FiTs 436 FF3 o4 2ACICST |

afi s @ @F A w7, Sfwel was  WIEER
feives aF-@ AT0E AR FFCHE tEem 1 whsieg wAet wpad qtarettat
afem | cafed sfacd oA Atasitdig wastta) | fre Jed @ SO
AT 0z AFts cdfare ¢ifs wfe  cwtm ate cglm Az 1 M
cfsacs Atalaces Izis@ o Fifsaizte cifeddta se@ e avla S8 19
Jife ol Z9 8 ARAMY Utz @ife | afeaitacE wizes  @atd AL
et | Plow frg i Sifs cife wfirg, fes afeate AR e
o7 ifa Aifa af cifears s o a1z | wEs  cFea  dfoFd
fifiz A2 | T3 AUANEE oordtal chetm @A we | ofsfy AW
qifits Il WA Af e coeTHAits  wfEd cEls | O
EAtFATET oo s [ A tfen fa, afem rfrm @@ e fECACE
Tt w21 Shits 3 ifE f.?‘l'?b?& fufes  AsfEats  mcaz Fuwls  Offe |
afeq) @4 tdcs 12 AT cdfor Eocatit axm ) ordlal SRAS
EAEs [ TAEE ww zry F asitT ata fag Atraca oAt BF SaER]
oq Az | FEA Afe AW A sfw Atw Sifgrs | C1EEAE AF AT
wgEs At 9 FAT  ©fF Al e A am tz Afica zma AT oA
ot At | frfZed  dge S w4t sife ieg | wi@ THE v SF
<% witg A DR ATART Az cofom 1% wefs za| corhd CNES
u;fs q AtEA TSR AT AfR | oz fwen Az a@Tcstead LB AT
Ffacen |

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister): <5l CITO
Tftg e ?

Shri JADAB CHANDRA KHAKHLARI aFa T
777 wts Sluice Gate @ fiq @ftst | «37p) ¢z 4 ste At za a4 CHETA
a7 020H | CFA AfGAS FT Az,  awicA aifwea axiea  sifE 3,
ATITH 9AlE @fatca 7z &g =it |

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister): 3s7@ af® iz
Ffa AR FHcE fral s Fom Z9= |

Shri JADAB CHANDRA KHAKHLARI : 3I#t@ 7 Ff4
oifen frcais clthZ AT Bifer o | 74l 239 @t aw facag @bg 1919 cafatal
vy | o (AP, AT A3 zmca atg Affa sata o @ B AHfecE
fegata fReing Fcaist #R =17 512 7 wfaq weat cwta 5139 F qAfET NS
i 517 Sluice Gate 7 aftst ste stacs #9tw =13 b2 wfe CTAFTA
19 98 F1 WIGT g4 Ttefe  fira Acst |

fafes trdm 4ifn coftmiz firq aifcet | e st =facaz w27 ; ff
o Flce aEdm wie 4ifg Al | cofericz @ WA size  fAfEElw
AT G 2 (IR At eAiR A AR

R
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FATF A, FAN e AT 4T TG F@ AN s w-ga
IE FEes paFiaca s As WA ficawa wfRaan =™, o, @, q,
fEnTFe saei 77 wiwwd 307 oozl fom @ THeRR owate
T BIFIE BAAlw @A B ozH 1 FAR whed %m0 RElE oo
SIS 5IFIT BICS A AT | o1F wwd T ot 6% @ paFiy
BILSA A cot 512 a4 | wraw ovme mdl Aqn @ @%  Fedy geq
TdefAfEAE AR Sifers  cataaEw oy A i gt 59 59 0
2414 7191 5AFI Il q1Zga fudy Awia Tn 9f efcn e @B sl
47 offe A baFE B A2 Tm W Ai%ww Wfeddie a2 @) OB
FHOT AT TE A AT A Wedaka Fodw ow osame veE zn cotts
i 3tfe i =iteet |

ol fAbs 92 #& 9% wtafEis FANCS wwaT ®fF oz Ain ;) crfeata
ar7e 74 (1 afent? s =@sh w7 A w@ics F3 e w2-fef1 awa +ta tz
| o1z FlEc 92 Qialg At

- LA FCE ) @, (TR AT 291 B
“Hb 7217 A IS o5l @8 iy faats = ie 1T famre i cin =fa

faq =itst | TSP T4 47 s a0 =faea @ (FTNF T ifes Fi
R FE—BF (AT 95 TaSEfEET Tt cdn Ffag = est | [
faore faca alq-4'ta sdtgas 7= wjamd atSoq wifis gl @m T AR )
GETBI ST T WIF SR wFTT 07 ot wiem =7 |

(a°B1 =)

fogpals 1947 997 i sz A cov T TSR ) FiTCh
afF w2-BH W AlhT sies =rars e |

(77 351 =t Bes)
% FA T2 AT 7% wlww T =i At 1—a AR 512 «@fs
fegeq 7@ 77ICa @l AT 7

YR AT A AT O GAFT T HoI
G GG @, 95, @, 8 AT Rt |

(Voice —aa, @71, 4, faats arm =i ot5is AT ?)

coragal of (3R es wfs wiawiea Bife =@ wi wHrd b A |
o7, 44, o, faEtr C?Fﬁajrm W Al wwEle oF S zA,  cre St
N1, wEtedT TN | 9% fEiw wmeay i T =T |

(73 TH =)
Mr. SPEAKER :  sftsitaia #7g 23 ot |

Shri JADAB CHANDRA KHAKHLARI: @i TR,
oiF qA7 IFCAZT 29 |

Mr. SPEAKER : =33 ¢ {2z o4 i f7 9%F |
(Voice—c12 77 fieri= i ?)
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Shri JADAB CHANDRA KHAKHLARI: =@ 3% sttgic
............ e ) -2 e e S

Mr. SPEAKER : @i fii 725 |

Shri JADAB CHANDRA KHAKHLARI: 2ats ¢ =2
5aF1RE §7  colibq T3 (iwita 74183 shfamie G wwe FiEaca AES

Fahe |

Shri SARVESWER BARUWA : Mr. Speaker, Sir, we
are thankful to the Revenue Minister for giving us an oppor-
tunity of discussing the flood situation in the different
districts of this State.

He has eiven us the dates of the carly floods and also
the dates of the floods that occurred later which had decvastated
the different parts of this State this year also. Sir, in my own
Subdivision there had been floods, ‘of courses this year’s floods
are lesser in number there than in previous ycars. But
the early floods—the quite unexpected early floods of this year
have caused more damage to the Ahu aud Bau crops of my
Subdlvmpn than they used to have done before, because the
people did not expect such heavy floods in our place in May,
Just as stated by the Revenue Minister there were heavy
floods in the first week of May and also about the middle
of May. These floods the almost totally destroyed the Ahu crops
and also greatly damaged the Bao crop, basides damagi“g
the early seedlings that were sown by the people. Now, Sir,
for some time there were no floods till the middle of July but
again very recently in the third week of August, we had heavy
floods. Now many embankments which were the hopes of the
people that they would give them the necessary. protection to
their homes and protection to their crops——unfoﬁ'unatel}’ gave
way at the early May flood which damaged most of the Ahu
cultivation in the Bordoloi Mauza. The later flood heavily
damaged the Brahmaputra dyke which was constructed in
the Dhakuakhana Mauza and people faced great difficulties.
The embankments near the Mathmora area about which a
reference has been made in the Revenue Minister’s speech,
was also breached by the ecrosion of the Brahmaputra river
and the High School and other institutions have been
damaged there very badly.

N BEEARER & ghe H the Middle
English  School ? The High School or the iddle
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Shri SARVESWAR BORUWA Sir, the High School of
Mathmora was damaged and the Middle English School at
Ghunasuti also was thoroughly washed away along with
the Inspection Bunglow and the Dispensary. Then the embank-
ments on the Singla river have been damaged very recently
and the embankment of Kaki river was also breached with
very disastrous effect. All the crops of the people who live
on both the banks of the river was damaged. Thus, Sir,
these floods have caused heavy damages. At the same time,
along with other places of the State, my Subdivision has
also suffered from draughts as well as from floods. The
transplantation of the paddy in my Subdivision has been
suspended for a long time due to want of rain and 25 such
what has become the fate of the State as a whole has been
true in the case of North: Lakhimpur. The State has suffered
from droughts and floods and my Subdivision has not also
been spared of these disasters. '

Therefore, we fully endorse the Revenue Minister’s state-
ment that the State has been very unfortunate in this
matter this year, and we all wish that with the help of God
and also with the help of the Government we shall be able
to tide over the difficulties.

With these words, Sir, I resume my seat.

Shri KHAGENDRANATH NATH: stvfm 9@ Ereatiz
aif§ atzz A8 WEW AATE e @icatsm wfEea @ sotd @ats
@edwe 4T fRsl | @23l we SEelR qzit ace @ieE owrs |
e IFd CIANANTS 2w ceolieg? wmes AR, wiE giw ate cdifs
Fl A0 A1 TS Aist tr Tgs St Az Sriwin g 9
feata A B A TS T2w ©IF w1 o ateigE Pite iy
gifgdr 49 | IR0 ATAF 51T 4R s I oAm AT 1 eimEeta
faats 923 512 43 2RlT Flwd aigwa wee Stwiwin toos wtad qqwd
Az AT (4Afs FE Gy T g wwE afw 3

@ d6 WP AJR A @it dfaprics TRed R 2wm Gl
fegat 512e fom fas fSfT afs sicq qagd twrg | dfre sb wiatee
A7 THlE, TR, et Wi afte ATz eicat dfziaw AEE
clfafFdl @AFIS TS JITS MRiFE wwElE R wfaca | @I SiStel
a7 44 (National Highway) =12 =f¥ atetuies wzfFda wbiscs, ate
5AFMET TAS AEEN-fAm Tale Btz dAfitg 1 18 4T @47 ©feq
cAtzty wag AARITT BT @ sl wiw et AiziAT WA 3R @’ aets
o AFT W cAetTatd A% R eE | eficatetiziad TGS Ywss ey
g A (20 | ATHEARN Al @EnFaIc I q@s AW 4 f ap b,
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MEAT T AF AI20AE FA G2 2T, TR BETFAGRS ATAMIE M
@ | fFu g3 F0 @ AT ATs AZewea acdz AfEea A
cAtal 2 | cifarmeta 9w GfEE qie wteq ¢q o fee oT=ia fra cet
AN FEAFT AT TARS R 1 wieltn A I e
A2ty T AT 7T 1 aR Ao @AF A (Ffon gt T[T TR
Ffem Azl w3 @if 9 @Ria | o wiEgd wE SdIE W
9pTs ©ofF @ltd TAlEfrA | osTAa  afim SalEal  [Fgaiad Shk
fita w® fFoai@ 72 FRea | @d w@Ele codraws iz fm
fIole 0T | AT @@ o i 4 3o FAIT 291 92 JEES
215-3913 (A 61877 71 aiff eafeg | adfes o Tates fm Azt fafg
997 T TN (1 Il A2 Gcaty Fface ate oIwiid oy g
fratm Ffata b1 A2ty @ o7 o4 Az gaiwE o« AfREE AR
CQ%W T::ﬂ FAI  @Twica My e cos At 4fs aifos X ailblfs
3fa @ |

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: Mr. Spea-
ker, Sir, we are extremely thankful to the Revenue Minister
for kindly giving us an opportunity to discuss the flood
situation in Assam. I will confine myself mostly to the flood
situation in the District of Cachar as I am well aware of
all the happenings there.

Most unfortunately this year the monsoon set in very
early like other parts of Assam in the District of Gachar
also. From the last part of May till the beginning of June
there was incessant rainfall in the District and also 1n the
Mizo District. During the last part of June there was rising
of the water level of the rivers which had their origin in the
Mizo hills and so the rivers Dhaleswari and Sonai and other
tributaries of Borak went up very rapidly and as a result
there was flood situation in the Subdivision of Hailakandi
atfirst. The intensity of that flood was so high that such
experience was unknown to most of the people so far as
Hailakandi Subdivision was concerned. Although it is said
that the flood of 1929 was the highest in the district of
Cachar, but the extent of miseries that has been brought about
by this flood particularly localised in some portions of the
Hailakandi Subdivision was unknown to living memory. In
1929 even there was not so much distress caused by that
flood. The flood water suddenly came down like an avalanche
a]!l around without practically any notice from the Mizo
hills  before the people could take shelter, at safe places or
even in their own houses which were submerged, cattle and
f)very thing washed away. That was the situation there.
.cople specially of Katlichera Thana in the Hailakandi subdivi-
sion had practically no time to take any precaution at the
time when the flood water rushed in and everything was
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submerged and as a result a large number of cattle were
washed away and houses were damaged and there were two
cases of death of human being as well. Along with the
flood water an unusual quantity of sand and mud came
and as a vesult the cultivations went under mud and so
the entire paddy and sugar-cane cultivation were damaged
in the whole subdivision. It may be known possibly to some
of the Members of the House that most of the sugar-cane
cultivation in Hailakandi subdivision is done on the sides
of these rivers. In some places the silt deposit was as high
as 8 c. ft to 12 c.ft. and fields after fields went under the
silt and possibly there was nochance of any immediate rehabi-
litation of the people in those areas, so far as sugar-cane
cultivation 1is concerned.

This flood very unfortunately was not confined alone to
Hailakandi Subdivision; it spread to other partsof the district
also. A large number of places went under water particularly
the areas situated by the side of the tributaries of the river Barak
which have their origin in the Lushai Hills. So, there were floods
in some portions of Sonai Thana, the major portion of Silchar
Subdivision and a portion of Borkhola Thana, Last of all, as
the onrush of water accumulated in Katigora Thana, which is
on the northern-most side of the district, Katigora went under
water. There was practically no passage for this water to go
out of Katigora Thuna resulting in water remaining there stag-
nant for a pretty long time. Then, Sir, while other areas
were being cleared and getting rid of this flood the river
went on spate again and there was the second flood in the
district of Cachar. This time the Karimganj Subdivision was
also very badly affected. The rivers in Karimganj were in a
flooded condition, including the whole of the Karimganj Sub-
division almost two-thirds of the district of Cachar this time
were affected. This flood came towards the latter part of June.
Before this flood could completely subside and when the ]Seople
were still in difficulties, the third flood came. This time the
miseries of the people knew no bounds. The whole district was
affected and almost at the same time. This is the chronological
order of the difficulties that the people have suffered due to the
flood in the district of Cachar.

Now, Sir, due to these floods a large number of bridges has
been washed away and large tracts of land have become uyse-
less. Even to-day one would find flood waters still stagnant in
a good portion of Katigora Thana, in the Katlicherra side of
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Hailakandi Subdivision and the Palaghat side of Sonai Thana
and also in some portions of circle Nos. 63 and 64 on the other
side of Sonai river and a good area in Borkhola and Silchar
Thanas and also Lakhipur Thana. A large number of school
buildings were affected and roads were washed away in many

The road {rom Sonai to Palanghat, a fine road con-
d by the people with the help of the Community Project
cally not in existence in many places like many such

Most of the bridges have been washed away; school
uildings,

places.
structe
is practi
roads.

buildings, particularly the Lower Primary School b
have been affected very much in the Silchar and Hailakandi
Subdivisions. Similar is the condition in some parts of the
Karimganj Subdivision. It is true, and I must acknowledge
it, that there was very sympathetic approach to the miseries
of the people during flood from the ‘side of the Government,
particularly, the Deputy Commissioner, Cachar. I would be
failing in my duty if I do not record a word of appreciation
for the sympathetic attitude taken by the district authorities
in tackling the flood situation and the difficulties of the people
of the district. These floods have brought the greatest miseies
to the people and the local authorities have been very sympa-
thetic in dealing with the situation. Though, Sir, the help
given by the local authorities is not and cannot be sufficient,
but as it was, I must say, that they were all very Sympathetlc.
The people also did not fail in their duty; Flood Committees
were organised by the public in the Hailakandi and Karirmganj
subdivisions. In Silchar there was a joint Committee O
officials and non-officials. Work of all these three Committees
were upto the mark and considerable money was collected from
the public by way of subscription. The non-official organisa-
tions helped a lot in ameliorating the sufferings‘ of the people,
but, Sir, considering the enormity of the problem this help as
well as the Government help were meagre. It will be evident
from the fact that due to the heavy rains in the beginning of
the year and early setting in of monsoon, the people could not
start cultivation timely and properly. Whatever little cultiva-
tion they had was taken away by the first flood. When they
were preparing for the second time to cultivate the land the
second _ﬂoo_d hit them and then there was very little time left
for cultivation. _But whatever little they could cultivate in the
meantime the third flood took most of that away; the Aus Crop
was destroyed or damaged by three fourths, I should say. ‘The
result has been that the people will have practically very little
to depend upon in future months. There is widespread misery
throughout the whole district, the purchasing power of the
people has been reduced to the minimum and “the people had
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no earnings for a pretty long time during the flood. The result
is widespread misery in the whole of the district. A large
number of people, particularly those belonging to the middle
class, are to-day practically starving. There are also no
avenues of earning; the scope of employment is extremely limited
cven in normal times in the district of Cachar. To-day it is
much less.  Unless the people are helped in these lean months
till they can harvest the next crop, their misery will know no
bounds. Then, Sir, very unfortunately wherever efforts were
made for some sort of test relief for which money was allotted
there was so muchrain and small floods and spating of rivers
that practically no work could be done. The test relief work
cannot be undertaken till the winter months come in. but in
the meantime some measures will have to be taken, some
means will have to be found out to keep on the people going.
The test relief money cannot be utilised in rainy months. It
is but natural because the people of Assam have practically no
speciallised knowledge of any sort of manual work. Beyond
earthwork they do not know anything else and ecarthwork can-
not be done successfully during rains. This is true of practi-
cally all places in Assam and so far as my district is concerned
very little can be achieved in this direction during the rainy
season. Therefore, we will have to think of other means by
which we can help our people. In this connection I want to
bring to the notice of the authorities some of difficulties that
have been experienced. We find that the people in the flood
affected areas are given a seed loan at the rate of Rs. 5 and
gratuitous relief at the rate of Rs. 7 to Rs, 10. In our district
our prayer was that this should be at least Rs.15. Now, the
difficulties are manys; it is possibly known to the Members that
there are also difficulties in getting this loan. One has got
to go to the headquarters of the district or the Sub-Deputy
Collector’s headquarters to get this money. They have
got to spend the most part of the day and after spending a
day they sometimes get these meagre sum and sometimes they
do not get. We will have to take steps to distribute the loan
money or graiutious relief as early as possible in the locality,
if necessary, by mobilising all the officers for such distribution,
As regards seed loan, Rs.5 is very meagre considering the
necessities and circumstances. If these grievances are removed .
it will go to a long way to help the people. Then, Sir, in order
to help the people some cheap grain shops have been started
in some of the affected areas. These have proved very helpful;
but considering the circumstances I should say that the rate is
rather high.
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I would request the Government to consider if they can
give the people rice at the rate of Rs.l15 per maund ; that
would be of great help and relief to them. I hope, Govern-
ment will consider this sympathetically particularly for the
district of Cachar where miseries are very acute.

Now, coming to the long-term programme about flood, I
do not want to speak much because we had opportunities
carlier of placing our views on it, but I would request the
Government not to leave things doing half way like construc-
tion of dykes here and there as this has resulted in having
transferred the flood miseries in different avenues and direc-
tions. The places which were not visited by flood hitherto
are now being visited by floods; places which were having
flood before are not having it to-day. Reason for this is
not far to seek. Itis because the programme undertaken is
not completed within reasonable time. The half-way programine
and half-completed programme are the causes of these
flood miseries in this manner. I do not know the view
of the Engineering experts, but to a layman this half-way
programme of the Government are fully responsible for such
miseries and it is for the Government to remove that misun-
derstanding by immediately completing the works undertaken

by them.

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister): What does
the hon. Member mean by “immediately”?

as possible. (Laughter).

T would request the Government 1o take steps for early
completion of these incomplete schemes.

Cloming to my own district, T would only suggest two or
three schemes which are already in the hands of Government
and these would h?lp flood ~ protection. I would suggest
jmmediate completion of the work of the scheme for Salganga
river. Its banks should be raised and it should be dredged
so that it can be deeper and its capacity to carry water is

increased.

Then, there is a2 scheme for reclamation of Bakrihowar;
[ would request the Government to complete it as early as

possible.
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There is another scheire: This is under consideration
for the last two years, i.e., Boaljur-Sunanaku scheme in Silchar
Thana. I would request the Government to pay ecarly atten-
tion toitso that the scheme my be completed early,

There is another scheme for construction of a sluice gate
on the mouth of the river Amjur where it had joined Sonai
river. I wish that this scheme will be completed as early
as possible.

Coming to the river Barak: We have plans for having
dykes in both the sides of this river but 1t must be comple-
ted immediately. But some interim nmeasures  are necessary.
Katigora is the worst-affected area. Water pass from that
area slowly after the water of the whole Silchar Subdivision is
being accumulated there. The reason is this, that the river
Barak which is the only channel for drainage is incapable of
discharging the water early and etliciently. We must deepen
the river from Badarpur side from the spot. up the railway
bridge to increase the capacity of the river. In order to save
this area from the miseries of flood and also to tackle the
flood situation in the district we should, I think, take some
effective measures in this line as soon as possible.
time is over, I resume my seat thank
opportunity.

Shri RAMPRASAD CHAUBEY: Sir I fully support the
views put forward by Shri Moinul Haque Chaudhury in his
speech regarding the flood situation in my district.

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir,
really we are grateful to the Finance Minister for he has
offered us.an opportunity to speak on the flood situation,
which we have experienced in  our State of Assam. But
unfortunately, I must say it has become a regular custom
or convention that every year we have been having floods
and in each session of the Assembly after flood we come
to discuss these as a  matter of course. But what is the

remedy? Floods were there before Independence, and even
before the disastrous earthquake.

. [ As my
Ing you for giving me the

Mr. SPEAKER : Your time is limited.

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: Sir, as the number
of Opposition Members is small, I may be given some extra
time, especially because the intensity and extensiveness of
the flood in the district of Cachar and Karimganj are very
heavy. ;
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Mr. SPEAKER : 1 hope, you will finish within the
time limit.

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: I will try.

The question is that the flood was prevalent in the
State during the past years. But at present the intensity and
extensiveness of floods are occurring in such a way that in every
district and every subdivision we are having floods every
year and almost simultaneously. The devastation caused 1n
Assam Valley has been fully explained by the Iinance Minis-
ter and about Cachar district by my Iriend, Mr. Chaudhury,
who tried to give successfully an’ impression about the intensive
damages caused in that district.

~In discussing the flood situation, I should like to make
it into two categories. Firstly, immediate  causes and
immediate reliefs and the remote causes and long term
measures which Government would like to take for permanently
stopping these flood:. I should like to give more importance
to the second item, 7. e., long term programme of the Govern-
ment by which flood havocs can be met with permanent
measures. Until and unless we can stop this, our entire
Second Five Year Plan would be nullified. We are going
to spend Rs,60 crores in this Plan period for our people
but if there is recurrence of these calamities due tO flood
every year itwill not only damage the propcrtics and
crops of our pcople but it will frustrate the whole Plan.
Thcrefm:e, it should be seriously considered by Government
to devise permanent measures to stop further recurrences.
Unfortunately, we have not got any indication from the
FH-'IB,HCC Minister in his specch as to what measures he is
going to take in this regard in the 2nd Five Year Plan period.
We want to be enlightened on this point, otherwise the
discussion would be meaninglesS.

I shall give my own suggestion in my own way. It has
been said by Mr. Chaudhury in details about my district. I
also discussed many times on the floor of this House about
the embankment ‘or a Bund here and there by the Em-
bankment and Drainage Department. They are making
such embankments, etc., without having proper drainage
system. Thisis one of the main reasons of recent floods.
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It is attributed in Upper Assam that the flood is merely due
to the carthquake. But thereis no damage by the earthquake
in Cachar District which took place in 1950. But then why we
had three floods ? The Finance Minister has rightly told" that
the intensity of flood was so great in the Hailakandi Subdivision
that it had surpassed the record of 1929. So itshould be con-
sidered by the Embankment and Drainage Department whether
they are doing the work properly or whether they are waste-
fully spending public money.

Sccondly, a scheme for a Bund may be prepared so far as the
technical side is concerned. Instead of completing their project
in proper time the Department used to complete in four or five
years. That may be another reason for experiencing floods in
those areas where there was previously no flood; also incomplete
carthwork goes on with the flood. This is a wastage. So far
this side is concerned, long-term schemes should be taken up.
We hope that the Government will give their considered opinion
so that we may not have very much flood every year. I think
there is something wrong some where; if this is not found out,
then the money which is going to be spent in the Second Five
Year Plan would be useless.

My third suggestion is that I have got the statistics of
rivers Barak and Kusiara. Every year these two rivers use to rise
by slit deposit in their beds. The contour of the Surma Valley
is like the palm of your hand and big part has now gone to
Pakistan. So cent per cent water never gnes out due to water-
pockets and particularly due to the rising of the beds of these two
big rivers, viz., Barak and Kusiara, this is why we have been
experiencing flood every year. So I should like to suggest that
there should be proper dredging of the river beds of these two
rivers.

Now coming to the expenditure incurred by the Govern-
ment for the relief of the flood-affected people, I must thank the
Governmeunt for the considerable expenditure which have
incurred for the relief of the flood-affected people. Some of my
Friends from our side said that the Government have been wasting
money uselessly for the relief of the flood-affected people. I
would tell them that the Government had been doing the right
thing by spending money for the relief of the flood-affected
people. If necessary we must empower the Finance Minister
with a view to double or treble the amount which should be
spent for the purpose of giving relief to the flood-affected people
and to save ‘their lives for which the Government stands,
But the difficulty is that the money is not sent by the Govern-
ment timely. I shall give you an instance. As my hon, Friend,
Mr. Choudhury, has said that when the first flood came, the
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Hailakandi = Subdivision was practically —cut-off for three
or four days from the rest of Assam._ Road communication was
paralysed and parts of the railway line and other communica-
tions were also disturbed. We visited Hailakandi on the 6th |
day of the flood with some food-stuff worth about Rs.5,000 and
with some cloths. We reached Hailakandi on the 6th day,
but up till then no money was sent by the Government for
starting relief work for the relief of the flood-affected people.
The Relief Committee started their relief work with the money
which they got from some Friends of Karimganj. I had the
opportunity of meeting our Minister, Shri A. M. Majumdar, in
the Circuit House at Hailakandi. | got the report from the
Subdivisional Officer that the intensity of flood in Katlicherra
and Southside of Hailakandi® had surpassed the record of 1929.
When we met our Minister, Shri Majumdar, in the Hailakandi
Circuit House, he did not seem to take the flood situation
seriously, as this was an annual fare, He was sitting idle and
wasting time with his flatterers there. I think, Sir, that should
not be the attitude of a public man representing the GOVCI‘I]ITIBI}I‘.
_ It is unfortunate for us that our representative did not move in
the matter timely, to save the people in distress.

As I have said already there was similarly no fund at the
disposal of the Subdivisional Officer in Karimganj to spend
money immediately for the relief of the ﬂOOd-aﬂth(?d people
there. We requested the Subdivisional Officer Karimganj to
send wire to Government for sending money for giving rellef
to the flood-aflected people in Cachar, We had to collect about
Rs.3,000 to Rs.4,000 immediately with which we had to start
the relief work.

(A¢ this stage the Speaker left the  Chamber and the Deputy Speakey
occupied the Chair)

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister) : Mr. Deputy Speaker,
Sir, I want to be clear on certain point. I should like to be
clear when a responsible officer like the Subdivisional Officer
said that there was no money for the relief of the flood-affected
people when they have already been empewered to spend money
on this score, and that is why I want my hion. Friend Shri Das
to make his statement very clcarly.

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS : Sir, we met the
Subdivisional Officer twice in the Flood Relief Committee who
told us that there was no money to be spent immediately for
flood relief work, and then informed us that he was sending
wir.e to the Government for sending money to him. I am not
saying anything against the local officer who told us that he
was out of fund.
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Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister) : But, Sir, the
Subdivisional Officer had already been empowered to spend
money for the relief of the flood-affected people.

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: For sometime, at
least for a week, we had very bad experience. We know
that money was not available so far the Government is
concerned. So we at once had been to the market—I
hope my Friend, Mr. Jalil who was also present in that
mecting will admit that we had to go to the market
from where we collected about three thousand rupees from
the local people. Sir, I do not blame the officers or any-

budy when .I say .all these things. In such matter Govern=
ment at Shillong is responsible,

Now, let me come to the food situation. Food situation was
also very acute due to floods. Pgce of rice and other
essential foodstufls rose considerably. 1 hope hon. Members
will give due attention to this point

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister): That is not strictly
relevant, Sir.

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: It is quite rele-
vant, Sir, because due to the floods, prices of foodstuffs also
shot up. We heard in Karimganj that some Burma rice was
coming to Karimganj. We knew that it was booked in
the first week of June either from Calcutta or some other
place I can’t say, but this rice arrived Karimganj on the
7th July but till 6th of August—for one month this stock
of 30 thousand maunds of Burma rice was kept in the
ration godown because the price could not be fixed up.
Why fixation of price could not be taken up during this
one month’s time especially in time of emergency like
this, one fails to understand. I must say that this red-
tapism on the part of Government department should be
stopped. Strangely enough it took two months for the
Supply Department to fix the price of rice which was
blocked in the ration godown at Karimganj whereas, on
the other hand, hoarders and profiteers got ample oppor-
tunity to sell rice at an exhorbitant price. That, Sir, was
the food position at Karimganj and in Cachar district as
a whole. We have heard that the Supply Secretary had
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to fly to Delhi to get the price of this rice fixed up, but
unfortunately we did not get this rice which was des-
patched two months back—which arrived on the 7th July
and the price was fixed on the 7th August. I do mnot
know how I shall condemn the Government for this inor-

dinate delay.

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister): I think Sir, this
is not strictly relevant here,

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister): My

Friend is always irrelevant. I shall however, give a reply.

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: Now, Sir, coming
to test relief. The day before I left Karimganj, about four
to seven hundred people, particularly women had come in rags—
they were coming for doles. This question was discussed
in the Flood Committee meeting with the Subdivisional
Officer and others as to how to cope with the situation.
I_t 1s not known how long this giving of doles will con-
tinve. Government should consider this point seriously,
parlicularly so far it relates Karimganj subdivision and
Cachar district as a whole where refugee settlement was
very dense—refugees are also aflfected by flood and they
can hardly stand this second shock. The original settlers
could somehow stand and survive, but these refugees have
become worst sufferers and unless some employment 18 givqn, the
number of beggars would increase and this would ultimate-
ly jeopardise the economy of the State.

~ Shri HARINARAYAN BARUAH: On a point of
information, Sir, 4% etfuiacata AtfFataa dat 9zt AT SINAT A
S I GRS A IR CD T 6l [ T e

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: This relates to old
as well as new refugees. Now, Sir, as I have said, re-
garding test relicf work—Government sanctioned some
money for this in Cachar as also in the whole State of

Assam. So far this work is concerned, I agree with my
Friend, Mr. Choudhury, when he says that test relief work
means earth work for “construction of roads, etc. That be-

ing so, test relief work cannot be started now, but it can
be started after the rainy season say, after September or
October. For the interim period Government should  see
if bamboo-matmaking, bamboo craft and cottage indus-
try could be intl‘oduced, particularly weaving. If weaving

e

4
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is introduced, I think a large number of people in Cachar
will be benefited as there is a large number of weavers.
So I request Government to consider this suggestion of
mine for the interim period before we can start actual
test relief work in the shape of earth work. Unless we
can give some work to these people I do not know how
Government will be able to tackle the unemployment
problem.

Then, Sir, damage done to roads, schools buildings,
bridges, etc., by flood is intensive. In some places of the
S. T. Road which is near-about 34th mile between
Silchar and Karimganj, I have seen with my own eyes that it
was under water in seven or eight places and in some
places the water level rose to as much as 2 to 3 feet and
during these three floods on account of the breaches on
this road, traflic was stopped for more than one and a
haif month—only jeeps could ply. Another road, Sir, that
is to Patharkandi which is the main line of supply to Tri-
pura, is also badly damaged and Public Works Depart-
ment could not cope with the situation up till now even.
I have also sent reports to the Government that most of
the roads of the Karimganj Municipality and Local Board
had been damaged. 1 think Government will also consi-
der this point by giving help to the local bodies so that
they may not have to suffer again in the next flood.

Now, regarding cattle loan. I had a discussion with
the Subdivisional Officer and also the Deputy Commissioner
that cattle loan should be given only if there is cattle
death. So it was reported that Government has given an
order that there should be a survey in this connection. I
know cattle death was not much in this flood. But what
we considered in the Flood Committee meeting in which
the Deputy Commissioner as also the Subdivisional Officer
agreed with me, is that the people should be given this
cattle loan because their cattle which they have, have been
almost halfstarved for want of fodder. So the people must
be given some help in this way or that way so that they can
supplement their income, This rule be relaxed.

With these words, Sir, I request Government to con-
sider the suggestions that I have given and also to take
steps to control flood on long term basis.

Shri MOHENDRA NATH HAZARIKA : @-itqrs wczivn,
FAARTE ACF 92 F9 et @ BB 9N MFIAT WA wea |
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(At this stage the Deputy Speaker vacated the Chair and
the Speaker occupied it.)

Shri NILMANI PHOOKAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I con-
gratulate the Iinance Minister for what he has spoken regar-
ding the flood measiires. And these palliatives are certainly
helpful at the present moment, but he himsclf should agree,
if I may say so, that this distemper of floods has become chronic
in our State for the last few years. After the great earthquake,
the topography of our State has undergonc changes and for
that reason, I believe, all these troubles have come. So I only
want to place some suggestions for serious consideration of this
House as well as for the Government and specially of the
Finance Minister with whom the matter directly concerns. At
present all the measiires that we have taken—the Government
have taken—to remove tl}e scourge of the floods from the coun-
try are these : First; the rivers—where the rivers could not be
bredged, they have taken recoiirse to Bunding system, and these
Bunds have not proved an un-mixed blessing as yet. If a river
is Punded, it is silted up ; also if water is not prevented to do
damage, it causes damages to crops, and homesteads in the con-
tiguous regions. Again, silt is deposited in the bed of the river
and after a f_‘ew_yt;ars again it creates havoc. Then what is the
remedy ? SIr, it is a big question. One State cannot solve it
alone, but we can at least do whatever is possible under the
circumstances and that should be done expeditiously. Now we
find that whenever any Bunding project is undertaken, it is
taken up late. Ifthere are audit objections and procedural
difficultics, all these difficulties must be got over ; they should
be settled early and the commencement of the work should be
without unusual de}ay so that the work may be finished in
timc—-beforfz the rains set in. I have a sad experience in this
regard. With regard to some such work in Majuli area, I
sent two or three telegrams, but the work started in February
and within the two months the sandy soil could not conso-
lidate and the result was that the Bund was at several places
washed away by the very first rush of water. Why this delay ?
That must be removed at any cost. Then again the people
who reside between the Bunds and the river, they should be
removed from there to some other places by Statutory
provison or by enactment,
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Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister): By law ?

Shri NILMANI PHOOKAN: Yes, if necessary.

If you cannot provide them with equal amount ofland
elsewhere, we can take a statistic of all the families to be
removed and all the young able—bodied persons may
be given some artisan work. Some workshops may be opened
in the neighbourhood of the place where these families are
removed and all the above able-bodied persons may be
provided with work there. There are some works which even
unskilled or semi-skilled persons can do, Take the case of
Upper Assam Districts. They are all tea districts. There are
many unskilled workers who earn their livelihood by_WOI'klng 1n
the Tea Estates in varions ways, Why can these things not be
organised ? They can be done by proper planning.

Again on the side of the Bund a belt of forests should
also be created. They will not onlv keep the Biind intact bl.lt
will also absorb the water, vapour, moisture, etc., and they will
stop the on-rush of the water. At the same time those valuable
trees will yield good revenues when matured.

Mr. SPEAKER : What kind of trees you suggest ?

. Shri NILMANI PHOOKAN : Of course the Forest Minister
Wll_l be in a better position to deal with that. 'fhere are trees
which thrive best under water. They send their roots deep into
the soil which forms a sort of natural dykes for the river. Well,
it is a technical matter and the Forest Department can give the
necessary suggestions. Along with the Bunding system, _there
should be sluice gates at definite intervals. The Bunds without
sluice gates will not be scientific. I request the Government
to examine this point. Then again we find that due to the
Bunding of certain areas say, an area of ten squarc miles get
marshy as the water aecumulates there as a result of the
Bunding, the result being that the cultivable land becomes
marshy land. ‘That is my experience. This year as a result of
such Bunding in the Bhogdoi river the land with smiling paddy
fields 7 or 8 years back have almost become marshy. Only 15
or 20 days back I saw there that water was 6 to 10 feet deep.

Now who will suffer for it ? Therefore the area within the Bund
should be canalised,
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Now as regards the relief measures, I have experience of the
potato seeds supplied in the Majuli area. The seed was supplied
by the Agriculture Department after the season was over. This
should be the first business of the Agriculture Department to
supply the seed in season, and they should be supplied by the
Government direct from the field. If it is supplied through
the middle men, they not only earn profit, but they send all
the rotten potatoes and the officers cannot help taking
them or the officers are helpless in the hands of these mer-
chants for some reasons (laughter), the result is that cultivators
suffer greatly. I wouid request the Finance Minister to examine
whether it will be more profitable, if I may say so, for the
Government to give these seeds at the half price at cash pay- "
ment in place of the anticipation of repayment of the full
seed loan with interest. If we examine the cases of agricultu-
ral loans and seed loans for the last ten years, I am sure, he will
agree with me that even half the loan was not realised. It is a

serious thing. It is no use giving loan and charge full price
when they are in difliculty. Pay half the price and take the
whole thing, and that will help the cultivators as well as bring
some money to the Government coffers immediately.

Another thing I want to speak is regarding grant of
gratuitous relicf. I am sorry to say in this respect—though there
can be difference n man  and man—that I sent telegrams
regarding such serious cases, but they have not been acknowledged
with replies from the Department concerned in due time, In my
telegrams I sent very sensible and practical suggestions to buy
steamers from the Steamer Company for using as ferry. But I
have not got even the acknowledgment letter. Is this the way,
Sir, that the Members of the Assembly should be treated ? T sent
my telegrams to the Public Works Department Minister himself
with copies to the Chief Engineer, Executive Engineer con-
cerned and to the several important persons. ...............,
Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): May

I enquire of the Member whether the Steamer Company is
willing to part with any of their vessels ?

Shri NILMANI PHOOKAN :

consideration of the Government, but

a letter of acknowledgment to the effect that my suggestion will
be taken into consideration ? I am entitled to that much
courtesy from the Government because I am a part and parcel
of the Government itself, If Government shabbily treat.........

I sent suggestion for the
am I not entitled to get
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Mr. SPEAKER : Your statement is irrelevant to the
flood-situation.

Shri NILMANI PHOOKAN: What I want to stress Is
that the gratuitous relief should reach the people _concernc&l Iz)n
time, but not after the situation is over. Such relief shou]h e
given at the time when the people starve. Every ye?}r I fige |
been harping on the same string for the consideration o fle

overnment so that Government may make arrangementk or
having a permanent apparatus for rendering flood relief worhs in
the State. Such a permanent apparatus is not found anyw ter_e
in the State at present, Unless a permanent departmen }ls
created for rendering such relief works throughout ghe year t I;e
people will not remain satisfied and the money will never be
properly spent in this connection

..................

Mr. SPEAKER: There is already a Flood Control
Department.

Shri NILMANI PHOOKAN: Yes, with this 1ITI?(od
Control Department the suggested department should bti:1 mled
to do such works in connection with flood relief and&. S fOttlﬁr
works. I give my suggestion for full con51dera110nh Old be
Revenue Minister.. What I want to see is that there shiou 3

sa ; su
a permanent organisation of the Government in tackling such
works throughout the year.

: : 2= hmaputra
For want of a ferry for crossing the river Bra
during the flood time, Sir, the people of the whole of Assam

suffer. . Relief can be granted, but how can it be given without
a ferry to cross the river ?

Mr.

SPEAKER: A sum of something like Rs.30 lakhs has
been pro

vided for having steamers.

., Shri NILMANI PHOOKAN: I am glad to know o
it, but through a letter of aknowledgment this should have been
communicated to me. This is what I object.

My next point is re
certain intervals in som
projects to take
this can be don
flood problem
cultivable field

garding provision of sluice gates. At
€ areas there should be minor irrigation
out the flood water where they accgmulatc and
¢ through sluice gate. Unless this is done the
will not be solved and after 10 years or so our
s will be barren for which we will be responsible.

This is what I have to say and I finish,
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Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAJUMDAR (Minister):
Mr. Speaker, Sir, before the Revenue Minister replies I want to
speak a few words and I think I have your permission.

I have come to know just now that when I was not present
in the Chamber something was said by Shri Ranendra Mohan
Das that in connection with the Hailakandi flood situation
Government authority there, including myself, were very callous
and had done nothing. In view of such a statement made by
him I want to make the position clear.

It is known to most of the Members of the House that there
were three successive floods this year in the Hailakandi subdivi-
sion. I had been there just after the first flood and found that a
relief committee had already been formed there in consultation
with the Subdivisional Officer. I called a meeting in which I
learnt that the Subdivisional Officer had taken sufficient steps
in that connection and started a fair price shop, and I was
satisfied that all possible steps were taken by him for rendering
relief to the people. All this was done not only by the Subdivi-
sional Officer but also by the relief committee that was formed
already. While I was there, suddenly one afternoon Mr. Das
appcared in the Dak Bungalow. He was there with certain
people who had been opposed to the Congress in the last Assem-
bly election. Iwas quite surprised to find him there apparently
for a political game when the people were suffering so much due
to the flood. l.t was clear that political game was more
prominent in his mind than the flood problem and yet, Sir,
he now says that the Government had done nothing to minimise
the suffering of the people. He only enquired of me as to what
steps were taken ; I informed him that all necessary steps had
been taken by the Subdivisional Officer and the Relief Commitee
and that further steps would be taken and on hearing this he left
me and did not take his seat even for two minutes.  And sur-
prisingly enough he now comes to make a statement that Govern-
ment Officers there were callous and did nothing whatsoever. I
have no doubt that he is playing some game in order to make
some propaganda by making this sort of statement.

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister): Mr. Speaker, Sir,
a lively interest has been evinced by the hon. Members
who took partin the discussions on the flood situation in our
State. I am glad that the hon. Members who took part in
the discussions had also thrown some very valuable suggestion for
Government o act upon. :

Now, Sir, besides those pertinent suggestions some of the
hon. Members sought to lay the blame for these floods at least
partly on the shouldersof the Embankment and Drainage
Department. According '~ to some Members, these successive
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floods and also the draught in some parts of the State are due to
the haphazard way in which embankments are being constructed
or due to delay in completion of some embankments or due to
river beds silting and rising up on account of the embankment,
and so on. Sir, I am not competent to make a reply on these
points. [ have requested my Friend, Mr. Sarma, who is in-
charge of this Department, to give a suitable reply to this points.

Then, Sir, so far as flood control is concerned, that is also
a proper subject for my Friend, Mr. Sarma to deal with.

With these few words, I should like to reply to certain points
raised by my hon. Friends in course of the discussion.

Sir, my Friend, Shri Ranendra Mohan Das, wanted to say
that the Subdivisional Officer of Hailakandi could not take
prompt steps to give relief to the people for seven days because
no Government order reached him directing him to take steps to
alleviate the misery of the people caused by flood ! Sir Sl
cannot understand how that is possible. ~There has been a
general circular issued by the Revenue Department to all
Deputy Commissioners and Subdivisional Officers that whenever
any natural calamity, like floods, earthquake, etc., visits any part
of the State, the DNeputy Commissioners and Subdivisional
Officers concerned should take prompt steps to give relief to the
people without waiting for sanction of funds by Government.
They have been told that in emergency measures they need not
wait for funds when they consider relief measures emergent. In
the face of such general authorisation by the Government I can-
not understand how could the Subdivisional Officer of Haila-
kandi wait for seven days without giving any relief to the people
(A voice :—This is not a fact.) I am quite sure, Sir, that the
picture that he has given about that officer is far from truth.

- However, I shall make an enquiry into it. If an officer would sit
tight in the face of distress of the people affected by flood that
deserves notice by Government. I have taken note of it and
shall make an enquiry. I cannot personally believe an allegation
of this kind and when such an allegation is made by a responsible
Member of this House, 1 shall make an enquiry whether this is
true or not. I believe no Subdivisional Officer could remain
nactive on the plea of waiting for sanction of funds in the face
of the gener_al. authority we have given to him. Not only that,
Sir, In anticipation of floods this year—as floods occur almost
cvery year—the Revenue Department convened a conference of
the. Deputy Commissioners and Subdivisional Officers where the
action to be taken in case of floods and other natural calamities
Wwas discussed threadbare and clear instructions were given how
to take prompt and effective action. They were given a general
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authority in that Conference to go ahead in anticipation of
sanction of funds by Government. In face of all these, I fail to
see how a particular officer could take the plea of lack of funds
to sit idle and practically do nothing. As I said, Sir, I am
reluctant to kelieve it and will look into it.

My Friend, Shri Khagendra Nath Nath, from Goalpara has
made another allegation that the local officers were not moving
promptly and therefore they could not take prompt steps to
give relief to the people. I don’t know how far this is true.
This is also a matter which should be looked into. If our
officers sit idle and not move about promptly, when floods
visit their arcas, and give relief to the people, surely they are
not doing their duties properly. I cannot, of course, say off-
hand whether Mr. Nath’s allegation is true or not, but this
is a matter which needs enquiry and 1 shall cause an enquiry
into 1t.

Sir, most of my Friends had, while giving due praise to
Government for relief and other measure undertaken, stated
that the relief by way of agricultural loans and gratuitous relief
was not adequate and they made a plea to Government to
ncrease it as far as possible. Sir, I cannot offhand say whether
it will be possible but I am taking a note of these suggestions
from the hon. Members and shall see whether the amount can
be increased. I am keeping an open mind and I shall cer-
tainly do whatever I can, in this regard.

Sir, my Friend, Mr. Moinul Haque Chaudhury, said that
seed loans given in his district was at the rate of Rs.5 per head
or per family and gratuitous relief was at the rate of Rs.,10
per family. He wanted at least Rs.15 as gratuitous relief and
he also wanted the seed loan to be increased. They held a
meeting with Deputy Commissioner as the President of that
meeting and recommended more sced loans and more gratui-
tous relief to be given but that was not forth-coming. T have
already said that the intensity of the flood in the Cachar district
is greater than in other districts and I have given as much
attention to this district as is possible.

For the infoymation of the House, I would like to state that
my Friend, Shri Ranendra Mohan Das, gave a completely’
wrong picture about two of my esteemed colleagues in the
Cabinet, who went to the Cachar district during the floads.
He said that they were not taking keen interest in the matter.
That is not true. Rather, all funds allotted for flood relief in
that district by way of agricultural loan and gratuitous relief
were allotted on the recommendation of the two hon. colleagues.
It was on my request they visited the district of Cachar three
times during the floods and they visited different areas of the
flood-affected places and heard the grievances of the people
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and after visiting the entire flood-affected areas they recom-
mended to me for reliefs and I have accepted their recommenda-
tions in fofo. The allegation that they simply visited the
district and did not visit the flood-affected  places is absoloutely
untrue, on the contrary they visited different areas at great
risk to themsleves. They have done what they could do and
not only once but three times they visited the flood-affected
areas. They went from place to place and almost from door
to door, and gave their suggestions and recommendations to
me for certain effective measures. In face of all this, the alle-
gation made by Mr. Das is not only baseless, incorrect and
unjustified; but I think, he has made these charges with some
political ends in view.

It is known to the Members that I have not been keeping
so fit for the last three, four months. As I could not visit the
flood-affected areas myself, I requested my two colleagues and
on my request they were pleased to visit different areas under
hazardous circumstances. To say that they did nothing 1is
hardly justifiable and I am sure, it is actuated on some motive
and what is that motive I need not dilate nmow as it can be
easily guessed by the House. ,

My Friend, Shri Mahendra Hazarika, said that the rt_:llef
given in the district of Nowgong was inadequate in comparison
to the damages done in the district. I should like to say that
the relief given to the people on account of distress €ausc by
the flood not only in this district but in all other districts was
not in proportion to the amount of damages and it was mainly
due to paucity of funds. I would not have grudged in the least
to give more money for this purpose but for want of sufficient
funds, I have to be a bit cautious. However, I would look
into the matter and if more assistance is possible, I will see to it.

Shri Ranendra Mohan Das mentioned about the acute
distress in Cachar district, of the refugees due to the floods.
I do not deny that. To meet this Government is trying to open
a reception centre to take away some of the refugees from
Karimganj to another place. We have passed orders to accom-
modate 250 refugee families outside Karimganj Town. These
would give much needed relief to the refugees. I agree that
‘tihesc refugees were hard-hit but whatever possible, is being
one.

_SO far aS_dF?dging of c.ertain rivers is concerned, that is a
Su_blect not within my jurisdiction. My Friend, Shri Sarma,
will reply to this.
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My Friend, Mr. Phookan, from Jorhat said that paddy was
supplied but not in time and he said why should we not give

potato in half the price. Thatis a suggestion which will be
examined carefully by Government.

He also said that gratuitous relief does not go in time but
he has not cited any instance, or,.at least I have not got any
report or complaint in this regard from any quarters. Gratuitous
relief is given by the Deputy Commissioner taking into consi-
deration the need of the distressed people and he can afterwards
come for sanction from Government. When this could b= done
by the Deputy Commissioner, under the general instruction
given by Government, Mr. Phookan ought to have discussed
with him before bringing this (o the notice of the House,

My Friend, Mr. Hazarika, from Nowgong had made another
suggestion that Assam is a land of rivers and not only that but
of turbulent and mighty rivers, unlike the rivers in other States
of the Indian Union. River control is a subject which should
receive prior consideration on account of the annual serious flood
situation in the country. (Voice: Exactly). We are all unani-
mous on this point. Government is fully one with Mr. Hazarika
on the contention that the river control should get first priority
in the State, because 1t is a land full of turbulent rivers which
causes flood havocs almost every year and almost in all parts
of the State. But this is a subject which also pertains to the
Government of India. Starting of Hydro-Electric or River
Valley Projects are dealt by them. But these are such big things
that they cannot be done immediately. The Government of
India have started several Lngineering divisions in Assam which
are surveying the rivers and to have River Valley Droh il
have also moved in this direction and have requested  the
Government of India repeatedly and they have already begun
taking some action. Let us hope that the time is not distant
when these floods will be an occurrence of the past and some
of the turbulent rivers will be brought under some kind of
control and distress of the people caused by these floods will be
over and will be a forgotten chapter.

With these words, thanking my hon. Friends for giving
valuable suggestions, I would like to finish. With regard to the
point raised by my Friend, Shri Ranendra Mohan Das, relatin g
to the price of rice of the 30 000 maunds that was given by the
Government of India, my colleague, Shri Mookerjee, will give
a suitable reply.
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Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister): M
Speaker, Sir, over and above the money that has been allotted
by the Gevernment, a sum of Rs.13,000 was given from the
Governor’s Fund and another sum of Rs.16,000 from the
Chief Minister’s Fund for the district of Cachar. So the hon.
Member who mentioned about the donation of the public
money and criticised the Government, I think it would have
been fair on his part to mention the names of these two
dignitaries also who contributed for the relief of the flood-
affected people in the district of Cachar, Sir, as usual, the
gentleman after saying something against me falscly has disap-
peared from the House. I was waiting for his arrival but in
vain. As I promised on the floor of this House that I would
give him a suitable reply 1 touch his points otherwise I would
have treated his remarks about me contcmptuously which
they really deserve. The charge made against the department
is this that though the rice brought by the Central Government
and was kept in godowns for a long time, Supply Department
did not issue the same to the suflering public. I would like
to place the matter before the hon. Members to draw their
own conclusion. My hon. Friend cannot take his stand with-
out remembering me and he cannot conclude his speech
without pointing out something about me. I do not want to
hit him below the belt. Let that be his monopoly. The bare
fact was that the price of rice was fixed by the Central
Government. The rice was stocked in the towns. 1 had to
think equally for the inhabitants of the towns as well ag of )¢
villages. A flat rate was fixed for rice. But who woulq pear
the cost of tramsport to the villages that point wag to i
decided. Accordingly I sent my Secretary to Delhi to clarif
the point. It was agreed that upto Rs.2 would be allo\vegi
as transport cost for a maund of rice for the villages. The rice
stored at the Central Store at Gauhati would be sold at Rs.18
per maund whereas in Boko the people will not get rice at
Rs.18 per maund unless rebate was made although they are
people of the same district. I did not like the idea that the
town people only will get rice at Rs.18 whereas the people
living in the villages will have to pay more because of
the transport cost. To remove this anomaly and to give a fair
deal to all I had to take a little time and to expedite the
decision the Secretary of the Department was sent to Delhi to
settle the matter by discussion across the table.

Sir, the question of not giving relief to persons who suffered
from flood is not a true picture. Government gave relief to all.
Over and above the gratuitous relief, rice was given at a

e
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subsidised rate. The statement was made with a certain motive
by my hon. Iriend. Now I think I have been able to
satisfy my hon. Friend who accused the Government unfairly
and wanted to draw the pointed attention of the hon.
Members of this House towards Government’s apathy for
the people. If I have failed to make him understand, Sir, I
would like to tell him that I cannot give him the power of
understanding. The defect lies there. Only a mad man
bites the hand that feeds him. He was trying to accuse the
Government as if Government is doing nothing for helping
these flood-affected people.

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr Mookerjee you cannot say ‘mad

2

Tz,
Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE (Minister) : Sir, I
have said that only a mad man bites the hand that fceds him.
Mr. SPEAKER: But I would like to request you to
with draw the words ‘mad man’.
Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister): Sir,
if you so desire these two words stand withdrawn.

Mr. SPEAKER: Only you should reply to the charges
made against you.

ma

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE (Minister): Sir,
his charges were not only levelled against me but against my
colleagues also. Every time I had gone to Karimgan] 1 met
the members of the Flood Relief Committee and the hon.
Friend also. He did not brought to my notice that money
was not available for the relief of the flood affected-people. We
did all that was necessary and in spite of that the hon,
Member has accused the Government just like a professional
accuser.

Adjournment

Mr. SPEAKER : The House stands adjourned till 10 A. m.
on lst September, 1956.

The Assembly was then adjourned till 10 a. M. on Satur-
day, the 1st September, 1956.

R. N. BARUA,
Shillong : Secretary,
The 4th April, 1957. Legislative Assembly, Assam.

A.G.P. (L.A.) No.4/57—216—8-4-57.
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