Proceedings of the Tenth Session of the Assam Legislative
Assembly assembled after the first General
Election under the Sovereign Democratic
Republican Constitution of India

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong at
10 A. M. on Thursday the 30th August, 1956.

PRrRESENT

Shri Kuladhar Chaliha, ». 1., Speaker, in the Chair, eight
Ministers, the four Deputy Ministers, and sixty-five Members.

Panel of Chairmen

Mr. SPEAKER : The follou-‘ing Members will form the

Panel of Chairmen for the present Session, 1956 :—

1. Shri Sarveswar Barua,
2. M. Moinul Haque Choudhury,
3. Shri Pratap Chandra Sarma, and

4. Shri Ranendra Mohan Das.

Announcement bY. the Speaker of the number of days
allotted by him for Private Members® Business

Mr. SPEAKER : In pursuance of Rule 22 of the Assam
Legislative Assembly Ruies, T hereby allot, in consultation with
the Leader of the House, the following days for Private
Members® Business during the current Session of the Assam
Legislative Assembly :—

Ist September, Saturday

+Motions and Resolutions,
10th September, Monday |
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HOUSE ABOUT THE COURSE OF |
GOVERNMENT BUSINESS

30th August, Thursday \‘

31st August, I'riday
| Motions and Resolutions (if

3rd September, Monday | time permits after disposal
of Government Business for
5th September, Wednescday |  thosc days).

7th September, Friday ]
8th September, Saturday

Statement by the Leader of the House about the course
of Government Business

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): With
your permission, Sir, I desire to make a statement about the
course of Government business during the current Session.

2. The Government business which is to be taken up today
and tomorrow is shown in the agenda which has been placed
on ecach Membet’s table. I need not detail them again. If
the motions for consideration of the Bills mentioned in the
agenda are accepted by the House on any of these days, we
propose to have these Bills ¢ nsidered clause by clause and then
passed on the 5th and 7th September.

3. On the 3rd September, we proposc to take up the follow-
ing Government busiress :—

(/) Discussion, if any, of demands for excess expenditure
charged upon the Consolidated T'und of the State
for 1950-51.

(ii) Voting on Demands for Ixcess Grants for 1950-51.

4. On the 4th Septem}aer, we also propose to take up the
following Government business :—

() Discussiop, if any, of Supplementary Statement of
Expenditure charged upon the Consolidated TFund |
of the State for 1956-57. :

(it) Voting on Demands for Supplementary Grants for
1956-57,

5; Ofn the 5th and 7th September, we also propose to intro-
duce the (Assam Appropriation No. III) Bill, 1956 and the
Assam (Appropriation No., IV) Bill, 1956 and then to move for
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their consideration and passing. In addition to these, it is alsd
proposed to take up the following Government Resolutions on
those days:—

(1) Resolution for Appropriation of Grants under
“50—Civil Works (Excluding FEstablishment and
Tools and Plants)™

(2) Resolution for Appropriation of Grants under
“81—Capital Accounts of Civil Works outside the
Revenue Accounts™

6. Any Government business which remains unfinished on
previous days will be taken up on the 8th September.

The Committee on Petitions

Myr. SPEAKER : Under Rule 84(1) of the Assam Legisla-
tive Assembly Rules, I nominate the following Members to con-
stitute a Gommittee on Petitions relating to Bills for the current
Session of the Assembly, 1956 :—

1. M. Moinul Haque Choudhury,
2. Mr. Maham Singh,

3. Shri Kamala Prasad Agarwala,
4., Shri Sashadl".lar Ghosh, and

5. Shri Rajendra Nath Barua, Deputy Speaker, who under
the rule will be the Chairman of the Committee.

The House Committee
Mr. SPEAKER :  Under Rule 167 of the Assembly Rules,
I nominate the following Members to constitute a House
Ciommittee for the Autumn Session of the Assembly, 1956 :—
1. Shri Sarveswar Barua,
2, Shri Bijoy Chandra Bhagavati,

3. Shri Purandar Sarma,

4. Shri Hareswar Goswami,
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5. Sriman Prafulla Goswami, and
6. Shri Dharanidhar Basumatari.
The Committee of Privileges
Myx. SPEAKER : Under Rule 139(z) of the Assam Legisla-

tive Assembly Rules, I hereby nominate the following Members
stitute a Committee of Privileges for the current Session :—

to con
1. Shri Purandar Sarma,
9. Shri Mahendra Hazarika,
3. Shri Bijoy Chandra Bhagavati,
Shri Hem Chandra Chakravarty,

Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya,

> o =

Shri Ramesh Chandra Borooah, and

. Shri Rajendra Nath Barua, Deputy Speaker’ who under
the rule will be the Chairman of the Committee.

Message from the Governor regarding Assent to Bills

Mr. SPEAKER : Information has been received from the
Secretary, Legislative Department that, under the provisions
of Articie 201 of the Constitution of India, the President has
assented to the following Bill which was passed by the Assam
Legislative Assembly at its meetings held in the Budget 1956

Session.

1. The Assam (Sales of Petroleum and Petroleum Products
including Motor Spirit and Lubricants) Taxation Bill, 1956. ;

2. Information has also been received from the Secretary
Legislative Department that, the Governor of Assam has alsc,n
assented under the provisions of Article 200 of the Constitution
of India, the following Bills which were passed by he Assam
%.egl_slative Assembly at its meetings held in the Budget, 1956
ession :—

1. The Assam Appropriation (No. 1) Bill, 1956.
2. The Assam Appropriation (No. IT) Bill, 1956.
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3. The Assam Deputy Speaker’s Salaries and Allowances
Bill, 1956.

4. The Assam FI'inance Bill, 1956.

=4

. The Assam T'inance (Sales Tax) Bill, 1956,
6. The Prisons (Assam Amendment) Bill, 1956.
7. The Assam Liquor Prohibition (Amendment) Bill, 1956.

8. The Industrial Dispute (Appellate Tribunal) (Extension
to the Assam Autonomous Districts) Bill, 1956.

9. The Assam Aid to Industries (Small and Cottage Indus-
tries, (Amendment) Bill, 1956. ~

Point of order raised by Maulavi Md. Umaruddin for
non-receipt of Bills

Maulavi Md. UMARUDDIN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I want
to raise a point in this connection. So far as the item Nos.13
to 21 are concerned. they refer to the introduction of certain
Bills which are due to be moved today for their consideration.
The copies of those Bills have been made available to us only
today, but under the rule they should have been made available
to us atleast 7 days earlier. This principle has not been observed
and as a result a difficulty has arisen that we have not been able
to go into the implications of those Bills. It is desirable for
the Government at least to move the Motion for consideration
of those Bilis on some other day so that the Members may get
the opportunity of studying those Bills, and I do not think that
the programme of this Session will be upset if this opportunity
is given to us.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMTI . Sir, in support of Mr.
Umaruddin I would also like to say that some of the Bills hav_e
just been received and they are lying on the table and so it
will be very difficult for the Members to do justice to many
of those Bills. I have just now received copy of the Municipal
Bill which is lying here on the table. It has come out from
the Select Gommittee and is a very bhig Bill and contains many
important provisions. We find in the agenda of today that
other Bills like Industrial Disputes (Appellate Tribunal) (Assam
Amendment) Bill, Assam Sales Tax (Amendment) Bill, etc.,
have come under today’s business for consideration, though
copies of those Bills were not sent to us earlier. Secondly, Sir,



1464 STATEMENT RE: THE HARTAL [30TH AucUst,
HELD IN CONNECTION WITH LOCATION
OT OIL REFINERY IN ASSAM

even copies of other Bills which have come under today’s
business for consideration, were sent to us only 4 days back and
thus the requisite number of days to which the Members are
entitled has not been given to them. My request is that as we
find that the business of today may not take much time, the
Members may be given time to go through the Bills and discuss
them fully. ‘The Minister concerned can move the Bills today
but the consideration can be taken up later.

Mr. SPEAKER : As the Bills are taken up one by one
you can raise your objection then and not at this stage.

Statement made by the Leader of the House about the
Hasrtal held in connection with location of Oil Refinery
in Assam

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): Mr
Speaker, Sir, I want to make a Statement ol facts and place
certain important developments before this Honourable House
in connection with the Hartal that was sponsored on the 28th
August, with a view to indicate that there was no justification
for 2 Hartal on the 28th; and why this so called peaceful Hartal
was organised by all the leftist political parties and how 1t dege-
nerated into various offences and crimes involving violence and
breach of peace so that the hon. Members of this House
as well as the public outside may have a clear picture
as to why this Hartal was staged and may draw their own con-

clusions and inferences. : . .
Ac¢ soon as I learnt that an Action Committee was formed

at Gauhati for the purpose of organising a Hartal, 1 contacted
Shri Hareswar Goswami, Leader of the Opposition who was the
Chairman of the Action Committee, on the night of 25th
August over the ‘phone and requested him to call off the Hartal
as there was no proposal under consideration of the Govern-
ment of India for not establishing the Oil Refinery in Assam. I
also told him that I would like to meet him and also those
who proposed to organise this Hartal and discuss matters with
them and take them into confidence and disclose the substance
of the correspondence that passed between me and the Prime
Minister and Shri Malavyaji.

Immediately on my arrival at Gauhati on the 26th,
I contacted Shri Hareswar Goswamiand told him that I would
be glad to meet him and other members of the Action Com-
mittee at 4-30 p.m. The Chairman and 6 or 7 other members
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of the so called Action Commitiee sponsoring the Hartal met
me at about 8 p.m. I explained to them that the Government of
India including the Prime Minister and the Minister for
Natural Resources were fully sympathetic towards Assam’s
demand that the proposed Oil Refinery should be located with-
in the State, and that the Government of India had been con-
sidering the question of location of the Refinery from the angle
that it should be established in Assam, and that Shii
Malavyaji, Union Minister for Natural Resources, was also of
the same view. T also disclosed to them that Shri Malavyaji
in reply to my letier had definitely declared that the news item
published in the Press that the Refinery should be located in
Calcutta was baseless. He further stated that Assam Oil Com-
pany’s advice to locate the proposed Refinery at Calcutta had
not been accepted by the Government of India. The proposed
Oil Refinery would be under complete control of the Govern-
ment and the Government of India have been considering the
question of location of the 'proposed Refinery from the angle
that it should be established in Assam. No one had presumed
that the Refinery should not be in Assam.  Moreover, Shri
Malavyaji is not aware of any other man who is trying more
than himsell' to have the Refinery in Assam. Besides this, he
told me that the Government of India would censult the
Assam Government before coming to a final decision in this
matter. I alsoinformed them that Shri Malavyaji was coming
to Gauhati on the 27th August and would discuss the matters
with the Assam Pradesh Congress Committee and other public
representatives including the members of the Action Committee
who wanted to submit a memorandum before him.

Under these circumstances, I appealed to the Chairman
and members of the Action Committee to withdraw the Hartal
as I felt that it was not justified and was uncalled for and the
staging of such a Hartal at this stage, on the wrong assumption
that there was a move of the Union Government to establish
the refinery outside the State in conjunction with the Assam Oil
Company, might be very much against the interest of Assam
and might prove detrimental to the very cause for fulfilment of
which we are all striving. I tried to impress on them that such
an action might prejudice the very interest for which the orga-
nisers wanted to stage the demonstration. 7This was the
purport of the discussion that I had with  the Chair-
man and the members of the so called Action Committee ;
I am only giving the substance of the discussion. 1 appealed
to them and other political parties who proposed to stage the
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Hartal to rise above the party politics and place importance on
the larger interest of the country and review the position
and decide to call off the Hartal, because the staging
of such a Hartal as I have said, was likely to frustrate
the very purpose for which they proposed to stage the
Hartal. Moreover, it would be very much against the interest
of the State to stage Hartal for demonstration when the atmos-
phere has been very favourable for location of the Refinery in
Assam, particularly when the Union Minister for Natural
Resources and the Prime Minister have full sympathy for such
location, and Shri Malavyaji was coming to Assam to discuss
matters with all those who were interested in the location of
the Refinery in Assam. I impressed upon the Chairman and
members of the Action Commitice the desirability of calling off
the Hartal and creating an atmosphere for a frank and dispas-
sionate discussion with the Union Minister, Shri  Malavyaji
on the 27th, so that we could geta good response from him.
I told them that a vital question like the location of an oil
refinery could not be decided on the streets, it had to be decided
only after a cool and dispassionate deliberation. Hartals or
public demonstration of that sort does nothelp us arriving at a
decision in a matter of such vital importance, viz. location of
a refinery processing crude oil extracted in Assam.

I am glad that Shri Hareswar Goswami stated then that

had he known all these facts before, he would not have been gz
party to the Hartal, and that even then hc was prepared to
review the position with regard to the staging of the Hartal
after they had met Shri Malavyaji and discussed matters
with him on the 27th evening. He gave that assurance that
he would review the matter and finally decide whether the pro-
posed Hartal should be withdrawn or staged. 1 have received
information, however, that before Shri Hareswar Goswami met
Shri Malavyaji in the evening of the 27th instant, telegrams
were sent at about 2 P.M. on the 27th to different parts of
Assam under his name to the following effect: “Strike decision
stands, Please act accordingly””. Sir, as a matter of courtesy
this information should have been given to me as I place great
reliance on a promise or statement of an hon. Member of
this House, particularly the Leader of the Opposition. It was
my natural expectation that when I had taken him into confi-
dence that he would also similarly take me into his confidence
and intimate me that he does not stick to his promise to
wait till the evening belore he had decided to send the telegram
at 2 .pm. that “Strike decision stands, Please act accordinély”.
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before the Chairman and the Members of the Action Committee
had the opportunity of meeting Shri Malavyaji and discuss in
matters with him, as promised by him. I presume, Sir, he was
overruled or outvoted by the majority of the extremist elements
in the Action Committee. I hope he will now see the danger of
alliance with such elements. Sir, I presume that the members
of the P. S. P. and the Socialist Party are votaries of non-
violence, but it will be clear from the facts I am going to place
before the House that they played into the hands of those poli-
tical parties who always seek an opportunity to create chaos
and disorder in the country with a view to take advantage of
such situation for their own political ends.

Sir, in view of the statement made by Shri Malavyaji on
27th in the public meeting and also in the meeting of the
Assam  Pradesh Congress Committee where he clarified the
position, there were stronger reasons why the strike should
have been called off. Shri Malavya’s statement in the public
meeting and in the Assam Pradesh Congress Committee where
I was present can be briefly summarised into following points :

(1) The Government of India has not taken any decision
not to have the oil refinery in Assam.

Now, Sir, in the Memorandum filed by the Action Com-
mittee, a copy of which was given to me, it is stated, “On be-
half of the Oil Refinery Action Committee, Gauhati, Assam,
representing all interests and public opinion, beg to place before
you our demand for the location of the oil refinery in Assam. We
deplore the reported move of the Union Government to establish
the said refinery outside the State of Assam, in conjunction with
the Assam Oil Company Ltd. There cannot be any other
move more dangerous and harmful to the legitimate interests of
Assam in the matter of her vital cconomic development’”. Now,
Sir, in view of the statement by Shri Malavyaji that the
Government of India have not taken any decision not to have
the oil refinery in Assam there was no justification for the Hartal.

The second point clarified by Shri Malavyaji was that the
proposal of the Assam Oil Company regarding the setting up of
the oil refinery in Calcutta had been rejected.

The third point is that Shri Malavyaji had not so far
received any formidable reason for not having the refinery in
Assam, and that he would try his utmost to surmount any
difficulty in setting up of a refinery in Assam,
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He further stated that in accordance with the declared indus-
trial policy of the Government of India, the disparities in lavel
of development between different regions should be progressively
reduced and the Government is pledged to develop the undeve-
loped areas in India. Assam was one of such undeveloped regions
where the pace of development was not as speedy as 1t was In
some other parts of the country. The question of Assam’s all-round
development was, therefore, always uppermost in the mind
of the Government. If the proposed refinery would bring
about Assam’s development by an appreciable degree, the
Union Government will surely do their utinost in this regard
in favour of Assam by installing the refinery in Assam with the
crude oil extracted in Assam.

Sir, this statement has made it clear that for the crude oil
extracted from Assam, the Government of India will do all
that is possible to set up a full-fledged refinery in Assam. I am
sorry some of the members of the Action Committee did not
fully appreciate the position and made a statement against
the interests of the State by requesting Malavyaji  to develop
the existing Digboi refinery, which, however, cannot serve our

purpose.

Then, Sir, Shri Malavya stated that the Government of
India is not only anxious to locate the oil refinery in Assam bur
is appointing a committee of neutral experts to examine the
technical and economic feasibility with a view to locate the
refinery in - Assam.

As a matter of fact, Sir, no responsible Minister of any
Government can give any final decision on a matter of this
kind on the spot without obtaining the sanction of the Cabinet
merely because there is a threat of a Hartal. ?

He further stated that politics should not be imported jngq
a matter of this nature, where a Government’s decision could
not be announced on the spot nor made a plank for an election
campaign, Sir, this matter of vital importance like the setting
up of an oil refinery under the Central sector and locating it in
a particular place cannot be decided and announced by a

Inister on the spot without the approval of the ~Cabinet.

. From the summary of what Malavyaji stated to clarify the
Position we find that the intention of the Government of India
is to develop this under-developed State by locating the refinery
in Assam is clear. In view of such a clear statement of a
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responsible Minister of the Government of India, there was
hardly any justification for not calling off the strike, I leave
it to the hon. Members to dispassionately consider and also to
judge whether it was justified to stage the Hartal under these
circumstances.

Sir, it is extremely gratifying to learn that the college
students in Gauhati and other places in general showed
excmplary strength of character inrefusing to be seduced to
take active part in this Hartal, thereby upholding the honour
and prestige ol the students community, and I look up to them
to show such strength of character in future also.

Sir, I am now giving some of the incidents which resulted
from the Hartal. Sir, nobody can seriously object where there is a
peaceful and v luntary Hartal and there is no interference with any
member of the public or obstruction of a person’s passage in the
Public thoroughfare where in a democratic country everyone has
got that right. But when a man’s movement is sought to be
obstructed by show of force and by causing obstruction on the
road or by coercion, noc Government can tolerate such things
and must help those who want to exercise their right of {reedom
and free movement to go where they like. The instances which I
will give now are merely illustrative as I have not yet received -
reports from all places. But these will give an idea as to how
things happened and I particulary appeal to my Friend, the
Leader of the Opposition, to take stock of this position and to
realise how he is dealing with a volcanic situation and encourag-
ing parties who are for creating chaos and disorder in the
country.

In the Kamrup District, at Amingaon in the early
morning about 200 persons formed themselves into an unlawful
assembly and committed criminal trespass on the railway
line and squatted on the railway tract and would not allow
the engine to come out of the locoshed to prevent the North-
Bengal Express from starting in time. The Police had to rush to
the spot and failing to persuade them to leave the track to
enable the Nerth-Bengal Express to start according to scheduie
had to arrest 57 persons and cases under Section 143 and 128
of the Railway Act have been taken up against these persons
and the matter is now pending before the Magistrate.

At Pandu a similar number of persons formed themselves
into an unlawful assembly and squatted on the railway line
and in front of the engine of the 513 Up train. I am sorry to
note here that in spite of definite instructions from the respon-
sible leaders of the Hartal that it should be done in a
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non-violent way these ugly incidents took place. They com-
mitted acts of violence by trespassing into the railway lines and
squatting therein order to prevent cssential public utility
services from moving and in this people of different organi-
sations took part and the most regrettable thing isthat the res-
ponsible leaders whq organised the Hartal failed to control the
unruly crowd committing violent criminal offence and forcibly
interfering with the right of free movement of others. When they
were squatfing on the railway line and in front of the engine
of the 513 Up train, they were requested to clear the line over
which they were squatting after illegally trespassing into the
area to enable the train service to proceed and on their refusal
to clear the railway line and disperse, the assembly was declared
unlawful and 21 persons had to be arrested. Cases have been
taken up under Sections 147 and 341 I. P. C. and
under Section 128 of Railway Act. The picketers trespassed
into the loco repair workshop and the electric workshop and
prevented the drivers and the workers in the workshop to
continue in their legal activities.

My report is that some of the responsible leaders who
organised the Hartal went from place to place but the unfor-
- tunate thing is that they did not care to persuade these unruly
people not to obstruct the utility services from moving. It wag
the bounden duty of these leaders to see that innocent passengers
were not put to undue hardship and it was their duty to stop
these persons from acting in the unlawful manner and when they
failed in this, it was the clear and bounden duty of the police to
see that utility services were not forcibly obstructed and the
passengers were not put to undue harassment and hardship and
to remove such illegal obstruction.

Near Gauhati Station some of the members of the unlaw-
ful assembly climbed up the signal cabin and attempted to
tamper with the signals. They were chased away by the Poljce.
In the meantime a huge crowd of about 3,000 gathered anq
formed themselves into an  unlawful assembly and trespassed
into the Gauhati Railway Station. The Magistrate who was
there tried his best to persuade them for about one hour to
disperse and allow trains to pass, but this was in vain. On
the other hand, the mob at the railway station became violent
and when the 315 Up train was about to steam off, about 1,000
people forcibly squatted on the railway line to prevent the
engine to proceed on its journey. The Magistrate tried to per-
suade them for about an hour to leave the tract and make way
for the train to pass, but all this wasin vain and the mob became
violent and started pelting of stones causing injuries to 6 police
officers and men, One of the constables received grievous injury
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and one Magistrate was slightly injured. The Magistrate
then declared the Assembly unlawfil and directed to disperse
and on their refusal the mob was dispersed with lathi-charge
and tear gas to clear the railway tract to enable the 315-Up
train to start its journey. The crowd again gathered near the
signal point and damaged the lock and key of the point, signal
wires, red glass, etc.

: Near Kukurmuta the mob ripped up a section of the
¥a1lway track and removed holts and nuts of fishplates with
intent to cause derailment of the train in utter disregard to
human life. These offences are punishable with transportation
for life under the Penal Code. The track was however repaired
under armed police guard after several horus and the morning
train could move off as late as 5. 10 p. m. This long delay of
the train shows how the unruly crowd behaved and how
exemplary forbearance and patience were shown by the police
and the authority. Can these acts of the unruly crowd be
ca]l_ed non-violent in the observance of the Hartal ? Many
police personnel were injured and some got their limbs frac-
tured by these unruly persons. Did any of these leaders who
organised the Hartal raise a voice of protest against such
violent activities of these persons ? As a matter of fact, violent
crowd went beyond the control of these leaders. Can these
acts be called non-violent ?

The roac transport was also paralysed by picketers who
formed themselves into an unlawful assembly and trespassed
into the Gauhati Motor Station and also in front of the State
Transport terminus and intermediate places. At Paltanbazar
in front of the State Transport Station the picketers fgrmed
themselves into an unlawful assembly and became violent.
This assembly was declared unlawful and ordered to disperse.
On their refusal lathi charge and tear gas had to be resor_ted to
in order to disperse the unlawful assembly. Some arrests 1N this
incident were also made. The Pelice and the Magistrates were
continuously on duty since 4 A. M in the morning and wor_ked
with commendable restraint in face of violence and provocation.
In Gauhati so far my information goes 13 Police men sustained
injuries caused by these voilent picketers. 16 criminal cases
have been taken up for various offences including uprooting the
railway line punishable with transportation for life. Now all
these cases are pending before Magistrate.
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In Nowgong also the picketers formed into an unlawful
assembly and became violent in different parts and attacked
the public utility services, Police Station, State Transport
Office and vehicular traffic was interfered with and was not
allowed to proceed in their schedule times by threat of vio-
1e'nce:. 30 picketers had to be arrested by the Police. Imme-
diately a Rl‘oqession was taken out at about 1 p. M. and about
30 processionists committed criminal trespass by entering into
Police Stanon compound and attacked the thana and tres-
passed into the thana building to rescue the persons under
arrest from the Police lock-up. Some of these rioters damaged
the glass-panes, furniture and records of the thana and robbed
the cash of the prisoners kept on the table. They kidnapped
an A. S. I. for his refusal to handover the keys of the
lock-up which the crowd could not break open. A few
constables in the thana were beaten up and their uniforms and
headgears taken away and burnt on the strect. When the
Deputy -Commissioncr and the Superintendent of Police went
there with re-informement, the mob pelted stones damaging
the Inspector’s jeep and other Police vehicles. The mob
under the circumstances was declared unlawful by the Magis-
trate and it had to be dispersed by lathi-charge as they refused
to disperse to clear the thana building and the compound.
They caused injuries to as many as 14 Police officers and
men—two cases being serious had to be sent to hospital as
indoor patients for treatment. The Inspector’s jeep and three
other vehicles were damaged by them. .Iﬂ the afternoon
another attack was made on the Police station by these people
causing injuries to policemen and q[ﬁcers. They took away
the uniforms and headgears of Police personnel which were
set fire to and thrown out. Some l_oca_] leaders who tried to
intervene for desisting from illegal activities were also assaulted.
The Deputy Commissioner after giving the usual warning

declared the assembly unlawful and directed them to
disperse. On their refusal lathi charge was ordered to dis.-
erse the unlawful assembly and 10 persons Were arrested.

Several persons have been injured including the S. P. and
D. S. P. and the Inspector, who sustained a fracture injury

in his nose.

Train and road services were disturbed in every district
but no reports have been received so far about violent activities.
In Nowgong and Kamrup the persons actively partici-
ating in the Hartal committed gross act of voilence by form-
ing themselves into unlawful assembly and causing violence,
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robbery and dacoity in some cases. Six cases have already
been started in Nowgong for attacking the thana, committing
robbery, trespassing and causing hurt and damaging public
property, dacoity and theft of cash and also for taking away
the uniforms of the policemen and headgears and burning them.

I hope these instances which I am citing while makin
the Statement would receive serious consideration. It should
be seriously considered how constructive activities could be
hampered when violence is indulged in on the plea of observing
a Hartal. I appeal to the countrymen to rise upto the occasion
and to restrain themselves from all sorts of violence of this
kind. I hope this will serve as an eye opener to my hon.
Friend, the Leader of the Opposition, as to how his follo-
wers went out of his control, and how dangerous it is to play
with this sort of agitation and Hartal to rouse passions which
lead to mob frengy.

With these few words, Sir, I have placed the fact before
the hon. Members of this House and also before the people
outside this House so that they may know actual facts and
draw their own conclusion. :

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Barua, (at this stage Shri Hareswar
Goswami rose up and wanted to speak).

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I
want to speak a.........

Mr. SPEAKER : It is ruled out of order,

I would like to qoute rule 106 of the Assembly rules
which runs as follows :(—
“A member asking for the consent of the $

peaker under
rule 103 shall—

(1) before the commencement of the sitting of the day,

leave with the Secretary a copy of the motion together with
a written statement of the matter proposed to be discussed,
and’’....

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI :

: : Sir, I am not speaking
about the adjournment motion ?
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Mr. SPEAKER : A_nyway, I received it here after the
Chief Minister started his statement. Therefore, I think it is

out of order.

Shri BIMALA KANTA BORA : Sir, after I have given
notice of this Resolution certain things have happened, namecly
the visit of the Central Minister, Shri K. D. Malavya to out
Siate and the statement ma.de by the Leader of the House
today in the House. In view of this it is not necessary for
me to move this Resolution. According to the categorical
statement made by the Central Minister at Gauhati no deci-
sion has yet been taken to locate the Oil Refinery at Calcutta.
And that unless there is very isurmountable difliculty the Oil
Refinery will be located in Assam. In view of this, 1 would
not like to move my Resolution.

#Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the
Hon’ble Leader of the House in making his statement has asso-
ciated my name with certain activities and I feel it my duty
to make my position clear. Sir, I am gratefull to the Leader
of the House for making this statement so that the hon. Members
of this House can dispassionately take into consideration what
happened on or before the 28th. Sir, I only wish that the
Leader of the House who was at Gauhati on the 28th till 12-30
p.a. would have visited most of the trouble spots and ascertained
for himself the actual facts because, Sir, I cannot disbelieve
my own €yes and accept the statement of the Leader of the
House which has been collected by officers who are themselves
guilty of high-handedness and excesses. Sir, I am glad that the
Teader of the .House so far as events before the 28th are
concerned has given an almost correct picture.

Mr. SPEAKER : Mr. Goswami, your time is very short.

*Shri HARE_SWAR GOSWAMI: I will try to finish in
time, Sir. Now, Sir, on the 25th the Leader of the House
H P and 1 immediately responded to his call and
rang he Actiﬁp Gomr}mtteé: hof which I am the President
. 1¢ meeting him on the 26th evening. We met, but it is
;%gt;aif;cgthat when the Leader of the House read out the letters
of the Prime Minister and of Mr. Malavya before us I said that
F1 had known all this I would not have been a party to this.
What T gaid was this, that if these letters were given to us we

*Speech not corrected.
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could have placed them before the Action Committee and
perhaps the Action Committee would not have taken this step.
11 (Vg (o) reodEI g3 7

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister): It comes to the
same thing.

*Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: Whether it comes to
the same thing or not it is not for Moti Bora or anyone else to

‘judge. Secondly, Sir, on 26th evening we met Mr. Medhi and

on 27th morning also Mr. Medhi was kind enough to call me to
the Circuit House because there was picketing. I told him
that we will do our best to see that the picketers are peaceful.
I also said that we must not consider to put the law
in all its technical implications as to make it an offence
if some one with folded hands say, “Please do not attend office”
or to take it as an obstruction.

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): Even
lying on the road ?

*Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: I will tell everything,
I will not conceal anything. Now, on the 27th we met
Mr. Malavya and Mr. Medhi was also present.. We discussed
everything with him. I asked him what are the chances of
Assam getting the Refinery. He replied in a very impressive
manner that it is 1 to 100. Then I asked him point blank,
“Are you also considering the question of Mokameh ?”> When
the Expert who was with him, perhaps his Private Secretary,
said, ‘“Yes, Mokameh and other places also are being consi-
dered’’. All these things Mr. Malavya said and we took them
to the Action Committee who made a decision because we feel
that as citizens of India we have a right to cry when we are
wounded, we have a right to speak out when we are aggriev-
ed. So when these things which are detrimental to the cause
of Assam come before us we must also register our protests and
objections. We have all along seen reports in the papers that
while in Calcutta, Mr. Malavya was reported to have said that
the Refinery would be located outside Assam. But Mr. Medhi
was not there to contradict these reports. He did not issue any
statement in spite of having received these letters. These letters
were received by Mr. Medhi on the 14th, but it was till the 27th
that the Action Committee came to this decision. From the
1dthe tilifshe 27th. . LTI X TS
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Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): I did
not receive the letter on the 14th, Sir, but I said it was dated
14th. I was then out and onreturn and from muflasil I re-

ceived it.

*Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: All right, I accept that,
But it was under these circumstances. Sir, that the decision
of the Action Committee was taken. We consider it our
rightful duty, we consider it purely legal and valid to stay
ourselves from office and we consider it right for every man
to refrain from work so long as it does not transgrass the
provisions of the law. I can say that no case under Sectionsg
141 and 143 will be able to prove by the prosecutidn.

Now, Sir, the whole matter may be divided into two parts,
i. e., about the justification of this strike and the strike as it
was conducted. So far as the justification of the strike is con-
cerned I have said that we launched the strike after we have
heard what Mr. Malavya said. On 26th Mr. Mecdhi issued
a statement to the Press and it was not correct to say that we
have come to a decision to call off the strike. That only
creates misconception and wrong notion.

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): 1 did
not say that; I only made an appeal to the strikers to withdraw_

#*Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : If I had got a copy of
the Press Report I would ha\-fc shpwn it you, Sir. Unfortuna-
tely I have not. Then again, Sir, some telegrams were sent
by me but three of these telegrams were held up by the police

T TT R &

<

authorities—one was sent to Barpeta, another to Tezpur and I

think the third was to Nowgong. These three telegrams were
held up under instructions from the Government,

Now, so far as the happenings of the 28th are concerned
Sir, I was myself present at Pandu because 1 considered
that place to be the most troubled spot, at 5 o'clock, and I am
in a position from my personal experience to tell the House that
no assembly was declared unlawful on that day.

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): It was
at 7’0 clock.

*Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: I left Pandu at 7
o'clock, and that time no assembly was declared unlawful. I
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took particular care to see that no people would come on to
the railway line. Even inspite of that, even though ntobody
came on to the railway line, two persons were arrested there.

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister): Because they
trespassed on the railway line.

*Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: Sir, that is a different
matter whether it amounted to tresspass or not, but they offered
themselves to be arrested, and when they were arrested, there
was no violence of any kind whatsoever.

I also went to the Loco Shed and Carriage Repair Shop.
Nobody entered the Carriage Repair Shop or the Loco Shop
because at the time of declaring the strike, part cular emphasis
was laid that no body should attempt to do so. Then about
Amingaon, till 8-30 A. M. no Policeman went there but after
8-30 A. M. some people were arrested. So my submission is that
so far as Amingaon and Pandu are concerned there was no
violence and no unlawful assem:bly was declared there. As
regards Gauhati also, Sir, I am really very sorry to express
my disapproval of the manner in which the Police behaved or
misbehaved there. At about 8-45 A. m. I was informed by
Shri Bimala Prasad Chaliha, the Congress President, that there
was a big assembly at Gauhati and that I should immediately go
there. Immediately went there and saw a big crowd of about

3,000. The Police was there but they could not control the
crowd.

(At this stage there was some interference from the Congress
Benches).

Sir, I did not interfere even for a single moment when
Shri Madhi delivered his speech, and I onl\D/ request that the
same courtesy will be accorded to me. :

I went there and enquired about the whole affair. The
people there including some Congress volunteers even, gave me
the whole fact about the situation. They told me that people
were lying on the railway line and the first batch of people
were arrested. Some Police Officers, Shri Anil Chaudhury
and Atul Das belaboured the volunteers and thereafter taking
them into their custody. Then, of course, there was some
pelting of stones from among the mob assembled there. I do
not deny it, but that was after tear-gassing and bayenotting
by the Police. Shri Medhi has stated that about 13 persons
were injured. I have never encouraged the people to pelt stone

pron—
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on the Police. In fact, it was I who, on one occasion,
pointed out to Shri Satijiban Das, the crowd who pelted
stones. This pelting of stones or removing of fish plate hac!
never our support. On the 29th morning paper, if Mr. Medhi
would have cared to read it, he would have seen what I
stated. I said that such acts were definitely against the instruc-
tion of the Public Action Committee. I and Shri Gaurisankar
Bhattacharyya both decried such action even before the
ctowd and persuaded the crowd to disperse.

Before the State Transport Officc also the same thing
happened.

. Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Goswami, you have only five
minutes more,

*Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: If, Sir, Mr. Medhi
would have himself gone to the places of occurrence and
collected all these facts himself, I would have accepted all
that he said, but I cannot disbelieve my own eyes. What I
have stated here, I do so from my spot study of the situation
and if after all that I now say that the police gave pro-
vocation to the mob, then I am perfectly within my right
to maintain that it is the police who misbehaved and not
the crowd. Sir, removing of the railway line is a bad thing,
and I said that to the crowd before their face, and while
saying so, I controlled the crowd whereas the police sadly
failed to perform the duties entrusted upon them. Inspite
of heavy engagements, inspite of the serious illness of my
wife, I was moving about in all these places only with the
hope that the crowd would behave peacefully, whereas contrary
was the case in respect of those lovers of peace who profess in
their lips the high ideals of non-violence.

Eel haye stated already that political motive was far from our
}'nmd._whlle organizing this strike. There was not the slightest
llgteﬂllon.to make it a political or election issue. It is true;
Communists were also invited to take part in this strike. S0
aglo Shri ]I}adhlka Ram Das of the Congress Party and some
i)iveilz;t;gﬁm %{,S ol th‘e Congress came and participated in the de-
= o olit'e \iv’ﬁ:lle all agreed on one point, and that is not (o
Sani inp Whl'c?l 1ssue. So, Sir, to impute political motive to
s & 'Ch people of all parties without any distinction

creed took part, drives me to one conclusion and
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that is to make a political capital outof it. If we were all
agreed to launch this strike, it was because, we all consider
it to be a national issue. We organised this strike not because
that we feel that this Refinery, if established here in Assam,
will bring a millenium but the people had begun to feel, and
that too with plausible reason, that Assam has been deliberately
and persistently neglected by the Centre, industrialisation of our
State has been sadly delayed, and all our efforts to bring home
to the Centre the urgent needs and demands of our country
proved to be a cry in the wilderness, that the people have taken
resort to the only way that was left open to them and when
such negligence and indifference became no longer possible to
bear with equananimity, the strike was the logical sequence.
Shri Medhi has stated that except at Nowgong and Gauhati, no
violence took place in other places. In those ‘other places’ it
is the same element who conducted the strike. Why then was
there no violence ? I put it to Mr. Medhi for an answer. If
the ugly situation took place only in these two places and not
in other places, it is not because the crowd wanted to take the
law into their own hands, but because of unimaginative action
of officers like Shri Atul Dutta, Shri Saradindu Sarkar and
host of others who still Jive in the root of an age long gone by
and have not yet been able to adapt themselves to the change
of time and circumstances.

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): Sir, this
matter is still - sub-judice, and it is highly objectionable to bring
in the names of the Government officers under such circums-
tances.

“*Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : Sir, if you desire to omit
these names, I have no objection. But what I want to say 1s
that lack of tact imagination on the part of those responsible
for maintenance of law and order is solely responsible for the
situation assuming the turn it did in these two places. Peop!f:
have lost their faith on Governmental action. Govem.ment is
after all the creation of the people and this Government is also a
popular Government, I the_refore request th_c Government to take
into account the popular discontent over this matter. It was not
this humble self Shri Hareswar Goswami who conducted the
strike, but it was the people of Assam n‘fho launched this
strike, and this last minute attempt by the Congress that they
were disapproving the :'strike will not divest it of its real signifi-
cance, the popular discontentment on the action taken by
Government or will give it a political colour.
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With these few words, Sir, I refute the statement made

against me.

%Sriman PRAFULLA GOSWAMI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, as
recards the strike on the 28th, whether it was justified or not,
it must be judged from the point of view of motive and t_he
issue. My Friend, Shri Hareswar Goswami said that the strike
was justified. Sir, we are accustomed to strikes or Hartals.
During the British regime we observed many strikes and I—Iartal§.
It was done on some specific issue. Now let us see during this
strike if there was any issue. A strike may be observed to pro-
test against certain decision. But is there any decision 0_f the
Government of India or the State Government against which a
Hartal is to be observed ? Has the Government of India
categorically stated that the Oil Refinery should not be locaced
in Assam ? The Members of the Action Committee stated that
the Government of India had stated that the Oil Refinery should
be located in Calcutta. Isis a correct statement ? When the
Prime Minister and Mr. Malavya have categorically denied that
there is no move to locate it in Calcutta, how does that ques-
tion arise ? I hope Mr. Hareswar Goswami will please hear me
(laughter), because I am going to refute his arguments.

Sir, we have been persistently trying to have the Refinery
here in Assam. Not only outside this House, but this House
also adopted a Resolution to this effect in the last Session of the
Assembly. The Government and ihe Congress Committee also
are trying in all possible means to have it here. Now when we
have not heard anything just contrary to our demand, how can
we make any agitation ? What is the reason for any movement ?
Itis purely a political move on the part of the Leftist Parties. They
wanted to make a capital out of it, for catching votes in the next
election. To day I take stand to throw a challenge. The coming
election will show that they will not be able to catch votes by
saying and doing all these. When our Chief Minister and the
President, Pradesh Congress Committee said that there was no
issue, that statement could reach other places of the State,
because some people obstructed the message to go to other
places. So this message could not reach Nowgong, Sibsayar or
some other places. If the message would have reached the
people in other places in time, people would not have observed
the Hartal at all. Even in Gauhati when the people heard
about the statements of the Chief Minister and Congress Presi-
dent, many shop-keepers wanted to keep their shops open.
Actually in the morning many people started opening their shops,
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but when some hooligans threatened them and when it was not
possible to provide sufficient number of Police for their protec-
tion they had to keep their shops closed. Even the shop belong-
ing to the Coneress Organisation, I mean the Khadi Bhandar
was opened, but when the salesmen and the Manager were
threatened by the hooligans, it had to be kept closed, because
there were not sufficient police personnel to provide protection
to all shop-keepers and others. Sir, some of the hooligans
entered into the workshop of the State Transport and threatened
the workers there to leave the place. Actually in the morning the
workers went to their respective posts in order to do their duties,
but they had to leave the place of work because they werc
threatened by hooligans. They did not do it voluntarily as is
stated by Mr. Goswami who said that the strike was a successful
one. Sir, I have seen with my own eyes that hooligans were re-
moving Railway lines and they were also not aliowing the police
to discharge their duties by obstructing these hooligans from
damaging the national propertics. When the hooligans were
also assaulting the police who went to the spot to do their duties
they made a mild lathi charge as our Chief Minister said Nnow.
Sir, compared to the gravity of the oflence and provocation
the Police used the minimum force ; it was a dembocratic
lathi charge (laughter) if T may say so. Had it been so d-uring
the British regime, hundreds of people would have been mer-
cilessly beaten and injured. But our Police displayed great
patience and tact in the face of grave provocation, Sir, in
Nowgong it is reported that the hooligans entered the Thana
building, kidnapped one Assistant Sub-Inspector of Police and
burnt the uniform of Police. Now what is this, is this not vio-
lence ? Is it not a grave offence ? What would have the Police in
other countries done in such circumstances ? They would
have opened fire to control the violent activities of the hooligans.
But our Police showed exemplary patience. Sir, in England
it is said that ‘Even the Queen  can be touched, but not the
Police’. Sir, the strike was not spontaneous as my Iriend, Mr.
Goswami, has said. Many shop-keepers wanted to keep theijr shops
open, but as Government could not provide suflicient police
personnel for their protection, they had to close their shops and
we also did not insist on keeping their shops open for that
reason. We saw the driver of the railway engine and the
drivers of the State Transport vehicles went to drive their
engines and car respectively so also did the workers of workshop
went to perform their duties. Had they not been threatened
by the hooligans they would have performed their duties as
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usual. Sir, the Congress did never support violence.  Even
from the jail, Mahatma Gandhi asked the pecople to stop the
Movement when he found that there were some acts of violence.
Mr. Bhattacharyva or Mr. Goswami are not repentant for the
acts of violence committed in course of the so-called Hartal. Sir,
is this the act of a Satvagrahi to enter into the Police Station,
burn the uniform of a Police Officer and assault the Police ?
Is this called Satyagraha ? It may be Communistic way of
Satyagraha (laughter). Sir, had Ibeen the Officer-in-charge of .
the Nowgong Police Station I would not have tolerated
such acts of Hooliganism. Had I bheen the Superintendent of
Police or the Officer-in-charge of the Police Station 1 would
have opened fire. I would not have tolerated the sanctity of
the Police administration being trifled within this way. But
the fact remains, Sir, that our Police displayed exemplary tact
and patience. 1 am not afraid of being assaulted. I am pre-
pared to address any public meeting. But what happened at
Gauhati, Sir, Mr. Goswami and Mr. Bhattacharyya were
behind the scene. They instigated the peopie.

*Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : Sir, I take objection to
Mr. Goswami’s statement. Will he withdraw the word ‘insti-
oation’ when there was no instigation at all ?

*Sriman PRAFULLA GOSWAIVEI IS it pl‘OpCr on
the part of the Leader of the Opposition to say like this
when he did not dare to go there ?

#Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : When Mr. Goswami
did not go there I went there to face the crowd.

*Sriman PRAFULLA GOSWAMI: I wentto take the
help of Shri Bimala Chaliha and then to go there.

*Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : It is a travesty of truth.

* Sriman PRAFULLA GOSWAMI : Sir, he himself
said that there were 3,000 to 4,000 people whom the Police
could not control. He ought to have controlled the crowd
of such a number if it was not his intention to assault us
including Shri Bimala Chaliha. Sir, this sort of violence
should never be tolerated. This sort of violence is nothing
but a rehearsal to paralyse the Government., In the namc
of a peaceful Hartal or strike they are making a rehearsal by
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removing railway fish-plates or railway lines. Sir, I know what is
Leftism. I was the General Secretary of a Leftist Party, but I did
not apply such tactics when we made Hartals. With that sort
of tactics and violence they cannot come to power. Indian
people are conscious now ; Indian people are now contributing
to the formation of Congress Government and this Gov( ‘nment
has the right to exist and to maintain law and order. Mr.
Hareswar Goswami, I do not call him as Leader of the
Opposition, has some right as a citizen of India and to that
effect he has certain 1esponsibilitics as well ; but that right is
not meant to be exercised in destroying our national property
like railway tracks. Indian citizens have not been given that
. right to destroy public property. He should understand that
_right and responsibility and what lessons he should practise.
But what he 1s now contributing is like his Communist Friends
who take part in violent activities. Very shortly they will seek
election in our democratic country. But what is the ultimate
intention in their heart and what things they are now practising
are only with a view to get votes in the election. They are now
following the ideal of their Communist Friends to practise violence
and disorder while they know well that through democracy they
cannot come to power. They want to paralyse the Government.
Our Government should be alert on this account. They take it
to be a signal occasion because after abont 4 or 5 months they
will come for general election. Our Government should take
note of it and should iiproot such violent practices and Police
should be given more power in handling such violent activities.
Now, what I feel is that railway lines should be protected at
all cost, even at the cost of some lives, if necessary, and if that
is not done, then it will lead to greater violence when things
will'be absolutely out of control. I think this sort of hartal
is meaningless, If it was decided by the Government of India
that the o1l Refinery should be at Calcutta then there should have
been some Hartal. The Government of India has already indica-
ted their intention in this respect and after the issue of our Chief
Minister’s statement and the statement of Malavayaji this
Hartal is not justified. And yet the Hartal was organised and
in this connection volunteers were collected who were no
better than ‘Goondas’. I congratulate the students of the
Cotton College hos el because inspite of persuasion by so many
people in their hostel, those students did not take partin the
Hartal. People of the position of my Friend, Shri Hareswar
Goswami, should not have gone to the hostel for that purpose.
I saw with my own eyes that Shri Hareswar Goswami entered
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the hostel without any permission from the authority concerned,
I happen to visit the son of Shri Mohendra Mohan Choudhury
in the hostel, but I never do it without previeus permission
from the authority. Even after persuasion, the students of the

Cotton College hostel did not joint the Hartal—only some |

school students were found to be loitering near the incident.

*Shri NARNARAYAN GOSWAMI : Mr. Speaker, Sir,
I take my stand to support the statement made by the Leader of |

the House and strongly condemn the action of the Hartal
Committee. I fail to understand what it actually means:
when the members of the Hartal Action Committee at Gauhati
said that they started the Hartal for the benefit of the people

of Assam. In the public meeting held on 26th and 27th of |
this month and in the A. P. C. C. meeting and in the |

conversation with Malavayaji by the members of the
Hartal Action Committee it was made quite clear that the
intention of the Central Government is to instal the Refinery
in Assam. When I met the main representative of the Hartal
Action Committee in the evening, after his conversation with
Malavayaji, he mentioned to me that he was pleased with
statement made by Malavayaji. Then I hcped under the cir-
cumstances that there would be no Hartal. But I do not know
what has enthused my Friend, Shri Hareswar Goswami to take
part in the Hartal. No person who has got the best interest
of the country and the good wishes for the State of Assam
should not have agitated the Hartal. But strangely enough the
members of the Action Committee at Gauhati were very
anxious to start the Hartal. Whether this Hartal is for the best
interest of Assam or this was needed at all, will be judged by
the Assamese people, will be judged by the Indian people or
will be judged by the people at large. In installing good
industries in Assam by the Central Government a beginning
has been made by installing the Refinery. So long good wishes
and assurances have been showed by us, heard by us, and
realised by us. But yet, what the Opposition Party or the
members of the Action Committee have done ? The people
of Assam would realise that the mischief has been done by the

Leftise Party just to put India in an awkward position. The |

Communist Party want to put India in achaotic condition. When
general election 1s coming nigh they want to make a chaotic
condition and through this they probably think that they shall be
successfiil in the general election. Except that motive, what may

be the other motives ? What may be the motive for the persons |
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to go with the Hartal on the 28th in the face of a clear statement
from the Minister? And,Sir, to what extent they had gone? They
destroyed national property. The railways are our national pro-
perty and it is our duty to protect the same. But what have
they done ? They have destroyed railway lines. Mr. Goswami
was present. I think the members of the Action Comu ittee
should undergo a fast for the sin committed against the State of
Assam. They should calmly think over the matter and realise
what mischief has been done against the interests of Assam.
By their action the decision of setting up the Refinery in Assam
may be deferred though I hope it will not be deferred. If
the leftist parties go in this way, the progress of Assam will be
hampered. I want the people of Assam to realise this. They
should realise that if the leftise parties are allowed to go on
in this way, the interest of Assam will be greatly injured,

Then, Sir, Mr. Goswami spoke against the Police Force at
Gauhati. We all realise, Sir, how they have tactfully handled
and managed the situation. The police officers and men and
the magistrates have handled the situation with great care and
tact. Sir, allegations have been made that the police threw
stones. If Mr. Goswami searches his heart he will find that it ig
not the Police Force who had thrown stones but his own followers
did so. On the 28th; 7. ¢, on the Hartal day, I met a Commu.
nist Advocate at about 2 p. M. at Panbazar and I was told by
him, ‘“Mr. Goswami, the situation is beyond our control’’, I
told him, “You should realise this. When we have got
a clear statement from Malayyaji, what was the necessity of
going through this Hartal ?”. "Then he left me. The leaders
of the Action Committee have no personality and they should
have known that the situation would go beyond their control,
The members of the Action Party and the leaders of the leftist
parties knew that they had no personality and could not control
a crowd, but still they went through with the Hartal, Could
irresponsibility go further ? T ask them to reflect on this and
take guidance for the future. I also ask the people to ponder
over this and decide what importance should be given to the
words and action of these so-called leaders. So, my request to
the Leader of the Opposition is to think it out calmly and not be
a party to the doing of any mischief for the selfish interest of the
party. [Elections may come and elections may go, but the
country will remain ; the State will remain. For party ends .
nothing should be done which harm the country.
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Lastly, I would like to request Mr. Goswami not tO M-
guide young and innocent people. Sir, the aged and experieniced
people kept away from these demonstrations, which were led by
some members of the leftist parties who cannot be relied UPOR,
and who are selfish. They could not persuade the older pfﬁOPle to
join them and so they drew the young and unknowing, W1Om
they misled. Iam sorry to mention that some professors and
one Principal led some students in the demonstration. CSe
people being at the helm of the educational institutions shoulq
know their responsibilities. The students have been £1Ven
to their care for education and not to be misled in this Way.
But the example they have shown is simply deplorablc- I
feel that the country should take note of this situation and the
Government should” give a lesson to them. There should not be
any party politics in educational institutions. I am not 8oiNg
to mention nanies, but one Principal and some professors of
educational institutions were involved. Such persons shoulq
be rooted out of the educational institutions. I hop€ Fhe
Education Minister will see to it. I hope the Goveriing
Bodies of the respective institutions will see to it that they are
not allowed to go on strike whenever there is any occasion,
We have placed our boys in their hands not for being misguided
like this and to be exploited to achieve the political ends of
interested parties. So, my appeal to the Government 15 To
root these people out of the educational institutions.

Then, Sir, there are some abettors and instigators who do
not come to the surface but do mischief from behind. The
innocent people are led astray by their supporters, but they
themselves remain behind. 1 hope Government will see to it
that those abettors and instigators are found out and penalised.
This is my humble request to the Government. I hope
the House and the country will be behind the Government in
finding out these instigators and bringing them to book.

With these few words, Sir, I resume my seat.

Mr. SPEAKER: Are you moving your short notice
Resolution ?

Shri NARNARAYAN GOSWAMI: No, Sir.
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Shri BIMALA KANTA BORA: Mr. Speaker, Sir,
Mr. Goswami, the Leader of the Opposition has spoken with
certain vehemence to-day. It appears that he was personally
involved in this matter. So far as the report goes, violence
took place in Gauhati and Nowgong alone and not in any
other place. According to Shri Goswami the Police in these
two places behaved most brutally, in other words, the Police
were provocative to the people. Therefore there was violence.
But it is quite a different thing. Mr. Goswami is a man of
Gauhati. He is the President of the Action Committee and
also the Leader of the Opposition. Nowgong is the head-
quarters of the President of the Proja Socialist Party. Itis
significant that violence took out in the headquarters of these
two political leaders. They want to show that they had no
responsibility in this matter. It is very palpable that they
are all political aspirants with certain ideologies. My own
reading is that they wanted to create a situation from which
they would get some food for their political propaganda in the
gencral election. Their power is now waning and there is
terrible landside in the parties and everybody knows that
their power is waning day by day. So with a view to revive
their waning political power they wanted to make propaganda
against the Government by making alliance with the
Communists and other political parties. I never thought
that all these parties would combine in a matter of this kind.

Sir, in Nowgong what I have seen that about one thousand
Rickshawallas were requisitioned for this purpose. What these
people understand about Oil Refinery in Assam ? Even they
do not know what is Oil Refinery. But the organisers of the
Hartal wanted to increase the number of processionists and
appealed to the Rickshawallas, refugees and others to join the
movement with a view to have the Oil Refinery in Assam.

The leaders of the movement brought Rickshawallas,
refugees, and school students to the procession and they ought
to have anticipated that there might be violence specially
when picketting was the object. I think they ought to have
heeded the warning given by the Chief Minister on the
day before the Hartal. The organisers of the movement
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cannot say now that this movement was a bonafide movement.
I can show definitely that their intention was political. In
Nowgong after the demonstration a big meeting was held and
in the meeting as many as 5 or 6 persons belonging to the
Proja Socialist Party and the Communist Party delivered
speeches but practically said nothing about the refinery but
velified the Assam Government. It is reported that only one
person spoke on Oil Refinery demanding its location in Assam.
In the meeting long speeches were delivered. Even before
the Hartal was announced by mike the announcer delivered
a long speech in street corners saying, “the Assam
Government is useless, weak and inefficient’”’, and soon I
would request Mr. Goswami to enquire about these matters,
and I would like to know from him whether these things would
not cast reflections on the various leaders of the movement.
Therefore, it is our bounden duty to take the greatest
possible precautions when we play with fire by leading
rocessions and movement of this kind and by adopting so
called non-violent means to achieve our political objective.

In these circumstances we cannot say that it is
not political.

Now, Sir, about non-violence. My Friend, Mr. Goswami,
said that as Indian citizens he has every right to speak and
to appeal to the people with folded hands. Yes, thatis right
and we also used to do so in pre-Independence days and
even now we support any movement of that type. But, Sir, I
will cite instances which will show that it is to the contrary.
[s it non-violence to lic down before a State bus ? First
there was an appeal with folded hands, but when they found
that folded hands were of no use in these days of atom bombs,
they began to e dqwn before the Bus to obstruct 1its
movement. Is it non-violence to obstruct the Deputy Com-
missioner from entering his office in Nowgong ? The
Deputy Commissioner of Nowgong was outside the Court
compound —of course he may not report to Government about
this for some reasons—but he was not allowed to enter. That
too was done by a petition writer of Nowgong Court. This

ctition writer had to be arrested before the Deputy Com-
missioner could enter the Court compound.—Is that non-
violence ? Then again, I must bring this to the information
of my Friend, Mr. Goswami, who is the author of the Action
committee to think and ponder whether it is not his bounden
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duty ‘as a responsible citizen to see that the people do not
behave in this way ? I am sure these things must appeal to
all those who have the interest of the country at heart.

Now, about burning of the Police’s pagri and removal of
Police hat. I know the helmet of the Police Inspector of
Nowgong, whose nose was smashed altogether and is now
lying with injuries, was taken away and played like a football
by these rowdy elements. Pagri of a Police Constable was re-
moved by force and then set on fire. Besides these, the attempt
to break the police lock out at Nowgong is something more
than one can conceive. Then again about one ton of stones
collected by the Public Works Dcpartment on the roadsides for
repair of the roads were thrown at officers and their building
causing injuries to the police—the Superintendent of Police
was injured, the Deputy Superintendent of Police was injured,
the Inspector’s jeep was smashed. Are all these non-violence 7
It may be my Friend would not have liked all these things but
for the presence of the Communists. In Nowgong a large num-
ber of refugees are led by the Communists and they were there
on the spot to take advantage of the already tense situation. So
it is dangerous for my Friend, Mr. Goswami, to make unholy
alliance with such people like the Communists.

Now, Sir, I am told that these people are going to stage
a ““Release Day” to-day.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: Where ?

Shri BIMALA KANTA BORA : It may be throughout
Assam.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : It may be at Nowgong,
but not at Gauhati.

Shri BIMALA KANTA BCRA: Yes, at Nowgong. The
President of the Proja Socialist Party is at Nowgong.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: The President of the
Proja Socialist Party is at Gauhati—I am the Chairman of
the Proja Socialist Party.

Shri BIMALA KANTA BORA : However, Sir, what is
the idea of observing this “Release Day”? If some people
wexe arrested for some offences or other, they will be released
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in due course. If they are not released on bail, they will be
put in hajat and their cases will be tried in a court of law
and ultimately they may be sentenced or they will be released.
So in cases like these when people were arrested and put to
hajat according to law to make speeches and observe ‘‘Release
Day”, will amount to forcing the hands of the Government.
So I think this question of observance of the “Release Day”
is not desirable. I don’t like to make comments on the cases
now because they are sub-judice. I only want to place these
facts before the hon. Members to prove that the motive and
object of this Hartal were not really a peaceful Hartal for
observing the “Refinery Day’’ but it had a political motive
behind it.

In this connection I cannot but praise our police who in
spite of such acts of violence have shown exemplary patience
in dealing with the situation. The situation was so tense in
Nowgong town that we were expecting firing at any moment.
We were waiting to hear gun reports, but thank God these
things did not occur,

I have already said it is very dangerous to play with flre
and I hope my Friend, Mr. Goswami, wil' try to appreciate the
situation, He is quite welcome to observe any day but he
should be responsible for the consequences that may follow
afterwards.

With these words, Sir, I support the statement made by
our Leader of the House.
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Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS : Mr. Speaker, Sir, my
Friend, Shri Goswami has made a reference about me in course
of his speech in connection with the il Refinery. Sol want
to make my position clear. Mr. Goswami called ‘'a meeting on
the 16th or 17th August, and invited me and Shri Lakshi Bora
to attend that meeting. We went to the meeting and before
the commencement of the meeting we made the position of the
Congress clear. We also stated that at this stage any other action
would be premature and we requested them not to take any
action and left the meeting then and there, before the com-
mencement of the meeting. Now if they call it an All-Party
Conference, we do not think it is correct, because the Congress
was not represented in that meeting. The Congress being the
biggest party was not represented and as such I do not understand
how Mr. Goswami can call it an All-Party Conference. Moreover
there was a motive behind the Hartal and it is evident from
their action. Mr. Goswami knew it that Malavyaji was coming
on the 27th. He was invited to the meeting by Shri Lakshi Bora,
and Mr. Goswami assured him that he would attend the meeting.
Mr. Goswami did not attend the meeting, while Mr. Bhatta-
charyya while passing by the side of the Nabin Bordoloi
premises was requested to attend the meeting.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: We went there. Of course
we did not address the meeting...... .

Mr. SPEAKER : Mr. Goswami, you should not taik
across the table.

. Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS : They were not in the meet-
ing. They were in a place in front of the Sub-Judge’s Court.

Now as the leaders of the people if they have a good intention,

they should have come when they were requested to make
their position clear. Mr. Goswami was the leader of the Action
Committee. He did not speak a single word in the meeting.
On the other hand one Communist friend spoke in the meeting.

R —
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So Mr. Goswamihad not the good motive or it may be that
he could not prevail upon his friends. He played in the hands
of his friends. It was clear with regard to the Hartal that is was
far from a peaceful one. It was clear from the acts of violence
committed inthe Gauhati town specially in the Railway lines.
Moreover the motive could be judged from the speeches they
made in the public meetings on the 28th. In that meeting there
were vilifications of the Government and in yesterday’s meeting
there were vilifications of the Chief Minister. " That clearly shows
that they were not very much anxious for the Qil Refinery, but
they were very much anxious for their own power. With these
words, I conclude my speech.

Shri DEBESWAR RAJKHOWA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, let us
see what is a Hartal. I know generally a Hartal is observed
against-a certain decision, if the people feel aggrieved by that
decision. - Sir, in this case it was clear from the speech of the
Union Minister for Natural Resources that Government of India
have not taken any decision, with regard to the establishment
of the Oil Refinery. In the context of that I do not find that
a Hartal was necessary at all. Over and above this it was said
by the authors of the Hartal Action Committee that it would be
peaceful.  I'leave for the people to judge whether it was peace-
ful. Sir, on the 28th I was at Gauhati. I heard some people
removing railway lines, some people pulling the railway signals
and some people were also found squatting on the railway lines.
Some people tried to dislink the link of a train. That was
really a horrible thing. Ifsuch things are committed in the
background of a Hartal we do not find any meaning of
the Hartal. Over and above this, the Leader of the Opposition
Shri Goswami went to the Cotton College compound, asked the -
boys to come and join the Hartal. As a matter of fact the
observance of a Hartal is a voluntary:thing, there should not be
any coercion. All these things are never thought of. We do
not appreciate these things. I do not like to narrate the acts of
violence committed at Gauhati on the 28th. Now what is the
duty of the Police in such circumstances ? “When  they find that
some people are destroying a railway line, it is their duty
to disperse them and in course of doing this they might require
to disperse the crowd by mild lathi charge. The Police did not
commit excesses. What was done in the 1942 Movement
during the British regime ? Our beloved leader, Kushal Kowar,
was put to gallows on the charge of removing railway lines ! But
on the 28th some people were found removing railway line in
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the broad day light. Still then the Police did not use much
force. Sir, the Hartal was unwanted and we cannot support

such things and with these words, I take my seat.

Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned for lunch till 2 P.M.
After lunch

Shri PURNANANDA CHETIA (Deputy Minister) : Sir,
I had no intention to take part in this debate since the Chief
Minister has already made a statement ahout this Hartal. But
I have had some experience, rather bitter experience about this
Hartal which I could gather while going to Jorhat. Shri Hares-

war Goswami stated that the Hartal was absolutely non-violent
and peaceful and no force wasapplied to persons who did not like
to observe it. He also stated that there was no political motive
behind this agitation and programme of Hartal. But from what

I could learn personally, I would like to state that the state-
no bearing on actual

ment made by Shri Goswami has
Nowgong on the 28th instant

circumstances. 1 proceeded from {
at about 10-30 A.M. to Jorhat and after coming about a furlong

or so from the Circuit House, a few students surrounded my car
and stopped it. They told me that it was a Hartal day and
that I should not proceed on further. After my argument with
them they allowed me (o g0 a little. In the meantime some
elderly persons numbering about 10 gathered around my car
and within a couple of minutes the number swelled into a
hundred. Some elderly persons incited the students not
to allow me to go but to stop my car. I argued with them for
about 5 minutes and explained to them the position about the
location of the proposed refinery in Assam and the stand taken
by the Government of Assam and the Government of India
as well as the statement made by the Union Minister for
Natural Resources in this regard in the public meeting held
at Gauhati on 27th August. But even then they did not allow
me to go and when the situation became tense, I thought it
better on my part to withdraw from the scene. I came back
and went to meet Shri Haladhar Bhuyan, leader of the Praja
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Socialist Party. I could not meet him at his house and then
proceeded to Nowgong District Congress Committee’s office.
There I met Shri Mahendra Hazarika, m.L.A. and Shri Lila
Kanta Bora, m.L.A. They of course managed to take me
by a different route to the Trunk Road where there was
no picketing. I then proceeded to Jorhat and arrived Kaliabor
at about 11-20 A.M. At Kaliabor I found some students
numbering about 300 to 400 standing on the Trunk Road.
I had to stop my car in front of the crowd. When they saw me
they said : ‘“You cannot proceed on because today is a day
of Hartal”’. I enquired of them as to who conducted the Hartal.
I then went to meet the President of the Action Committee and
on enquiry I came to know that he was a member of
the Revolutionary Communist Party of India. Not only this:
I came to know that some other members of the Action Com-
mittee were also members of the Revolutionary Communist Party
of India. I argued with them for some time, about 10 to 15
minutes and requested them to allow me to go as I had urgent
business to attend. They told me, “Unless you bring some
Police Force and unless you resort to violence through them,
we will not allow you to go”. I was standing there for about
4 or 5 minutes and in the meanwhile Shri Bhabesh Barua,
a District Judge came to me. He was coming from Tezpur
and was also held up there. My Friend, Shri Gahan Chandra
Goswami, M.L.A. also was found sitting in a shop nearby.
He also came from Tezpur and was held up there by the
students. As we were not allowed to go we had to sit down in
a shop of a Marwari gentleman near the Kuaritol Police Station.
In the meantime at about 3 30 p.M. a meeting was organised
by the crowd which was at a close proximity to the shop where
we were sitting. In the meeting, I was told, that some leaders
of the political parties opposed to the Congress, addressed
the gathering and denounced not only the Government of Assam
and for the matter the Congress, but also the Government of
India for not taking steps for locating the proposed refinery
in Assam. In that meeting there was, as far as I could gather,
no provocation from any quarters. In spite of this fact, they
denounced the Government and made the occasion a political
platform. This shows that the statement made by my Friend,
Shri Goswami, that this Hartal programme was not organized
with a view to further any political aim or supporting the cause
of any political party, is far from the truth. It must be remems-
bered that although we were held up for about 5 hours we
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did not take the help of the police even though the Police
Station was near at hand. I then proceeded to Golaghat at
about 4-30 p.m. On arrival I contacted the Subdivisional
Officer on the phone and enquired of him about the situation
obtaining there. I was told that the Hartal was not so voluntary
or peaceful as professed by the organizers. It was also made
clear to me that the Hartal was made a political occasion for
denouncing the State Government as well as the Government
of India. At Jorhat also, I contacted the Superintendent
of Policc and enquired of him about the situation obtaining
there and I was told that although all peaceful methods were
applied by the officials and there was no provocation f{rom any
quarter, yet the hartal was not non-violent but forceful in many
cases. - Then again the meeting organized for the purpose
of the hartal was not meant to be a political one and no speech
was to be made against any party. But some of the leaders
of the political parties who organized the meeting utilized
the occasion for the purpose of furthering their political aims.
This was reported to me by the Senior Extra Assistant Commis-
sioner. ‘They used the meeting as a political platform and not
solely for the purpose of ventilating the grievances of the people
in the matter of location of the proposed refinery. I would like
to state in this connection that at Jorhat I was told that some
picketers dragged out some assistants from their office in order
to make them observe the Hartal. This I could learn from the
Labour Officer who came to meet me in the Jorhat Circuit
House. So it cannot be said that the Hartal was peaccful.
On the whole I would like to stress the point that the statement
made by Shri Goswami that the Hartal was peaceful is not
correct. In my view it was indirectly designed to further
the aims of some political parties.

Shri HARINARAYAN BARUA : 3i:fty wper wczivy, Q@1
b GI2d 23S AAET 7ANaS TTT wTE wetvay Gefer gdds @
2AS f7 Aitaiom 22ty 12 SRR Tt 977 S53) T3 5re's (FEUINE-
ATA FlAed B 0z w9 WA G702 | s oA apcptgatsia 2 iHAa
T OTACE T2 SNEI-CA FAS wF NS AtS | wifd rEie 8551 F0q1 (T 9%
A Htgatsia 99Te ﬁarf“@m Ffaatst | eisfne ot fea 2591 8
A A TR | (R Aty wats orere o4t Ol
JACAT AcaAtAT  AGSIT @G 1 (7B q3e T @eltaza @s straq A AT
fesaate, <@g 1 @2 af@ 9fr awTE e wogn ol oledatE
TS AS A FA0E A (SAS AwE ool isHET b cordeTwAd TS
AT FAR NG oty o e Ffata efeane v wzm; A2 OF
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F(qata ST AFSIET A ez Atezm Aferm w2 FRE | T8 43
e A9 AT AT eodre A P ordeTIE SiF A0 (T
Aldtwdls oAl feolea citstala zasla it Afntas #fies ;. e ©E
TAG (AW AET TF, AGG ST 433, wtadiwia @tFsE aiw 21 9%
fFarE @St a%ile aF a3ffmieas =fodad coczes (ords AT s
frata =ife =7 =007 | 9%h Sl itz el waT erlaerr T
=m A g | A afEen ewe wEca 180 e e g |

wifer CICACT AT (FG A A zeawd GHEITT 9I0a N cod
ATAtANAAE 2[(28) $3Ra wd Taelm w@ MBS ;7T TAolaEcd z9elE
FRIT—EIZE AACEm 1 (Sedve WitAT 03y (@ (ordeR AT Zaels Af-
Bl (Zlal TUZ 5 (ST gimiTe weawa (rdd g AWAS e AE,
e @ a0 o[ F T | stawdl | 3w g w@cetasta et fas
(T TledlalE f=oia w1w1s ofalw <f fFr P coemEiea TS FUYE
Gl 5T T T4u0eT ofe T Sy worw T Wi ww @ anel @
gfzon gaelz Trefes oz uiEnts w4 iz e savies =197 3R/ ol
A= g FfAed 2 9% q@er wfaftm A Faer feed 1m0 9 1 SiesT
T2 o4 IR 4ferm @F fFaieg wiedEd @ fra P corder TS,
3 3 ATF o7 agws g Falm afRwa @ e S (Fiae
agw @lF ity fafaEis fag afysEs w9 =@d 27 @b s
@73 dfazT W wleds . gem e Rama wfedkds @ TR0 |
AR 4T T AFMECT LR (@ NS el sleNaE W atg T odE @ iy
ufzem faqir wta At O zaelE wfyon Selitacacz g sREta it
freE | 9P (TTATT (FCE 9% TSl S (Rt teiied 959 912 | 2 Jisey
T AT gl Alw o AiTeER ol T A AdS @Sved ieTifed
Az AT (TR T A7 AR[RSiT T4 | 9T @R {3 A tatad qitea Srere
=Y, AR FNF  EIFE TI@ zutgad w4 oA Ti@ I w9 aifet |
qBm 439 Ty T T bleF 1 Fifa 0 Az Fhbiew cordte - @b i
fars @13ch T2ty 93—

—“Sri Hareswar Goswami, Chairman of the Action
Committee told me that the strike was complete and
successful and it was peaceful barring one or two incidents here
and there.”

He added: “So far asschools, colleges, bazars and shops
were concerned, the hartal was spontaneous and no picketing
was necessary. So far as railway, steamer, Government offices
transport and Courts were concerned, some amount of picketing
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had to be done. But the picketers were never obstructive
and only appealed to the people concerned to refrain from
attending their jobs. In majority of the cases they immediately
responded and made the hartal complete and successful. The
Action Committee, therefore, congratulates the people of Gauhati
for observing the day in a most peaceful manner. ‘The spon-
taneity of the hartal, in spite of the disapproval of the Chief
Minister, and Sri Malavya, and dissociation by the Congress,
proves how deeply the people feel for locating the refinery in
Assam.’’ :

(TTATS  CFLE (A cordT AFCA 2alS T R 1 e O ) e s e O B -
AfEzE Bea A2 | oIg W AifatEes 1 FE Al (S fageey
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atsfa diq Fdichie =z St r4aE fa 2= 1 «afon w=d F9IC9 (T4
vE catal Ars A9 Al @ cstdw Twca gafzm faEE o el 5i9eA  (BAl-
Ffacy (@ S (w1 (A @A (ST @aty  (oeded AT Fhimg
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wqeiATe Tarel Gt @ @m w9 TR wfe Atgm ey |0 G EDIE
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717 Gratpl A4 wmwEd w0d cotazea ZACEl cdtgAteE ST »[fo%1 ez
o atfEas 29 | Flad Sufg sl @it oUEAs SifEEd cned INE Sl
NeISfe (2T i 1 FAIZ FACS WIS cdfEriT =lals 41 G
(ofem ©l9 AT cxicr wig A9 ¢ |ty A2 mae A sfa =Zf[a



o —— e,

16571 STATEMENT RE: THE HARTAL HELD IN 1501
CONNECTION WITH LOCATION
OI OIL REFINERY IN ASSAM

dfete 1 RITE @2 2 AN o e cllemaie qitelaie 3l (o
GltF2 AT Faca 2 A% /8 T TAMCE 51w T ATIRA 513 oiaTE
Ty AdtH afoare qatz am Bfbs | FaR aifsrae AT SEOSE IS
b3 zasis T4l cFien 3feg e s g | 3 cedenErE zasE
A 77 1fe afiiem otz F0ewe a9t aEem $6 @ she 9ifE |
@&rAF F9 cdtesta 7 3 TLARTF (T Citgteltd wTe @Aice 91 sl qid
2 ? @2 71770 AP AFCA AT FOY02 JATA Aq1 2317 2fow s iRy
gle TS UAeT id Wi @ FHIe aeists A7 csrE i
f¥7 @2 AICAEATS Q7F9 T390 Wy A FogeI 12 3 AT Cr4ata =t
797 A2 @2 FUGIT RS tmon1 A mmr Ffacem 9B F95% 90d
S Mg e Alta | 1% GIhEE we @ @R TeniEEE Tt S
FAGCF A49 9 AT |

T2 1T @ENT SElF sl wie cordred wialw ot &l |
“tfi TFANT QA T T F w1 T W cxta) SIS (OTACS
firsa citl fafemy =i <itfis fafee | fow com citamtdlts a5 =l

faggats (r4ai30T g FI;eTT wlAT Lz @B TS 9w F0s AOTAFCA

AT (A UM FHATT AFS Titanwe Sm [ T oot ofF $ReE
it Aty = G @ s ) P et fesy st @ FordgmTa
SIE T FILET A | CIF G¥FN FRIF S0y @ orl s st 99k
Floaie Amaifs Bzl s @an | coo sfita o wle 291 T59
'GATS GITRIT FIT ICACT AFCa wA9 Fshs A T UP0F | LR
CIFFETT 72 @2 BT T c4fts (3 ezcata whaicala 591 == sRvrea as
Za1a Aa wite =i 127 <t ates w93 T09 |

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : Mr. Speaker, Sir, may
I say a few words, not by way of reply

Mr. SPEAKER: By way of explanation ?

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: Yes, Sir. ~Sriman
Prafulla Goswami said in course of his speech that it was I who
rang up the Congress President, Mr. Bimala Prasad Chaliha,
and asked him to come to the site of the occurrence and
disperse the crowd. Sir, I deny that. I once more reiterate
that it was Mr. Bimala Prasad Chaliha who rang me up and
asked me to come to the spot immediately.

Mr. SPEAKER : You said so already.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: Yes, Sir, but although
I said so, Mr. Goswami gave the wrong impression that I
was trying to get the help of Mr, Chaliha.
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 Secondly, the question was raised about my not going to ‘
the meeting which was addressed by Mr. Malavya. As a |
matter of fact, Sir, I was informed about it by the Congress
Secretary at 4-30 p. m. We had already fixed up a
meeting at 5 o’clock and as President of the meeting I had
to be there and, therefore, could not come to Mr. Malavya’s
meeting in time. I also thought that what I would say in the
public meeting I would be able to speak to Mr. Malavya in
the Circuit House at 6-30 p. m., when my interview with
him was fixed. What I would have said to him in the
public meeting I would say to him in the Circuit House
and, therefore, Sir, no question of not hearing him comes in.

TP —

Also, regarding justification for the Hartal, both Mr.
Medhi and myself agreed to differ on this point honestly.
There was no question of dishonesty that I kept something
away. from him.

Mr. SPEAKER: There was no mental or judicial
dishonesty !

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir,
I have come very late and so could not hear what the Chief
Minister had said. But from what I could gather {rom my
Friends here and also from the speeches of two of my hon.
Friends opposite—I mean particularly, Shri Harinarayan Barua
—1 got the impression that he was merely professing Congress
ideals. The Congress will do this, the Congress will do that,
the Congress would have done that, the Congress will die, if
necessary, and this sort of things, and that Proja Socialist Party
has done something wrong.  So far as refinery movement is
concerned, it is not a political platform to say all these unne-
cessary things,

Shri HARINARAYAN BARUA : =% 7y oforaf@iz 31 909
e T calE i |

Mr. SPEAKER : You accept it ?

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: Yes, Sir. But he |
said in this way, Sir, we have seen that agitation is going on |
in some form or other for establishment of the Oil Refinery
in Assam since some time past. It is going on in_every
corner of Assam, right from the top ranking persons in the
Government to the lowest person in the country. Till the
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arrival of the Central Minister we noticed that strong worded
statements of responsible persons in the Government were
published stating that we must have this Refinery at any cost
in Assam and even if it is not agreed to by the Government
of India or the Company every effort will be made to have
this Refinery in Assam. In this move Proja Socialist Party or
the Congress was not alone. Every body in the State of Assam
wanted that the Refinery should be established in our State
for the betterment of the economically backward State. Tn
.order to strenghten the hands of Government and also of the
movement some parties wanted to have this Hartal as it is the
past experience of the people of this State that so far as
Assam is concerned, the Central Government have always
neglected this State in all respects. In order that this does
not happen again and the Refinery is established in Assam
some parties organised a Hartal in order to ventilate public
feelings for the rightful demand.

Now, the first point is that the people,- cent per cent,
whether he is a Congressman, or whether he is Minister, or
an officer, or a Proja Socialist Party man, or a man in the
street or in the village, everybody wants that the Refinery
should be established in Assam and for that purpose if there
is a Hartal organised in a peaceful atmostphere and if it is
observed in a peaceful manner in that case, I think, it is an
unique achievement for the State of Assam to put iis case
more strongly to the Government of India.

Now, my Friend, Mr. Chetia, said that Police was as
peaceful as could be and they followed the ideal of non-vio-
lence of Mahatmaji. I do not accept the statement as true.
I shall give the reasons. At the present juncture what the
Police is doing in the whole country ?  What they are doing
in Bengal 7 What they are doing in Maharashtra ? What they
did the other day in Bihar and Ahmedabad ? From these it
is very clear that the Police administration in so far as the whole
country is concerned is not at all non-violent. Itis known to
all alike that the Refinery should be in Assam and for that
purpose if Hartal is organised then it is expected that this
Hartal should be unique and there should be mno opposition
from any quarter. This Hartal which was observed.would have
been peaceful if there was no provocation from any side,
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How can the:e be lawlessness unless there was some sort of
obstruction from some quarter. So, it is obvious that obstruc-
tion came from the police,

Mr. SPEAKER : You should not make the case of Bengal
and Madhya Pradesh same as that of Assam.

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: Iiis the same. Tor
instance, what happened in Karimganj on the 15th and the 18th
August? I was an eye-witness of these incidents. I spoke
about it all to the Chief Minister who was there at the time.
One top-ranking Police officer, Superintendent of Police of
Cachar has mercilessly beaten some students and young men
dragging by their necks from the private houses without
assigning any reasons. This was done without any provocation
from the public. We cannot expect that a responsible Superin-
tendent of Police should be have like a beast. He must be
dischargedforthwith and punished. There were 8 or 9 cases of
this merciless beating of students. Indiscrimate arrest by Police
was made with false charges. Is it not Police excess? We
demanded a Judicial Enquiry.

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): Iow
this arises here ?

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: In order to show

how your Police are behaving.

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): But, I
am sorry to note that Shri Das had not the courage to give
a written statement to that effect.

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: It has been posted
and I think, he will get it soon.

Mr. SPEAKER: I think, you have got the disadvan-
tage in putting forward your argument as you did not hear
the full statement of facts and you are now trying to put
arguments which are not relevant here.

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: I am showing that
the Police in Assam, and responsible Police Officers, are doing
the same thing as in the other States. I am giving onc
instance ' and if required I can cite more of Police excesses.
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In this case also there must have been some provocation
from the side of the Police..........

Mwr. SPEAKER: You will do injustice if vou simply
presume facts; if possible, make an authentic statement of facts.

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: To my mind, there
must have been some provocation from some quarters and
unless and until an Enquiry Commission is established and
the matter is fully enquired into, my Party or my Leader
should not be blamed. Some people want to give expression
in writing and somc wanted to give expression by way of
Hartal and for this Refinery this Hartal was observed, but if
there was anything which is not conducive to the law and
order of the country, let there be an Enquiry Commission to
find out the reasons, whether the people observing or organising
the Hartal were responsible or the authority dealing with law
and order situation made excesscs.

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): Mr.
Speaker, Sir, I expected that my Friend, Mr. Goswami, would
realise the responsibility for the oflences committed and that
the peace of the State was disturbed by the forcible dislocation
of railway movements and other public utility services and that
he should admit that the picketers went beyond his control
and committed all sorts of illegal acts. On the morning of the
27th, I definitely told him that we had no objection to the
Hartal if it was observed peacefully with out any offence being
committed; but if the people resort to any violent activities, no
Government could remain a mere onlooker. In order to dis-
charge their duties and responsibilities in a democratic country,
a democratic Government must discharge its duty to preserve
peace, and to see that freedom of movement of others are not
forcibly interfered with. I am sure, that unlike the Communist
Party, he and his Party believe in democracy and non-
violent mecthods for achievement of political objective
and he should not act in a way to obstruct others in their
lawful activities. He should remember tbat others have the
same right as he to move frecly in public streets and go by
a car, by rail and other public utility services and that he has
no right, whatsoever, to obstruct them. For the information of
the honourable Friend, Shri Goswami, I can tell him that not
a single person has been arrested who did not commit an offence
either under the Indian Penal Code or the Railway Act, T re-
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quest my honourable Friend to take note of this fact. It is not
a pleasant duly to arrest persons here and there. As a matter
of fact, as the head of the Executive of the State, I always
advise all my Police officers to take action very cautiously,
specially in the matter of arresting persons. As the Police
officers were being very cautious, I have been receiving com-
plaints against them that they did not take stern action in
dealing with these outbursts of violence and in arresting offenders.
I expect that my honourable Friend will examine dispassionately
whether lawlessness can be allowed to be let loose by any re-
sponsible Government of the people as long as that Government
remains iz power. Any party representing the Government,
whether it be the Congress or the Praja Socialist Party, has to
enhance the prestige ol the Government so long as it exists, and
it cannot aliow any kind of chans and disorder to commence or
continue in the country. I am quite sure that the Praja Socialist
Party and Communist, had they been in charge of Government,
could not have allowed such lawlessness to break out. I would
request my honourable Friend to see the danger of associating
himsel = with these reactionary elements of the Communist Party.
I still expect from my hon. Friend that he will take special care
not toviolate the provisions of the Indian Penal Code, the
Railway Act and other similar laws. The persons who have
been arrested by the Police were arrested only for having com-
mitted specific offences, and their cases are now pending before
Magistrates. All these matters will be decided by the Court,
and the Government will not interfere in the due process of law,
I would like to remind the House that democracy stands on
three planks viz., executive, legislature and judiciary. Once an
offenee is committed under any law, the Police arrests the offen-
der and then send him for trial by the Court. When the case
goces to the Court, the Government allows the process of law to
have its own course without interruption. I do not consider
that Shri Ranendra Mohan Das, who unfortunately, did not
hear what I stated before the House ecatlier would be right in
suggesting that an Enquiry _Commission should go into the
details of the persons arrested in connection with offences com-
mitted in observance of tl_le Hartal and the strike. Person shave
been arrested who committed specific offences under the Penal
Ciode or the Railway Act. T do not want to go into the
individual cases, but place facts of the unhappy incidents that
happened at Gauhati and Nowgong. The so-called leaders of
he different parties who were and are making statements and
who are suspected to have been squatting on the streets should

R REd s .
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have instead appealed to the people and persuaded them not to
adopt the violent means which they did. No one also has
aright to interfere with those who wanted to enter the court of
the Deputy Commissioner by squatting in front of it so that no
one could go into the court to discharge their duties. Is this
non-violence ? s this the way of democracy, by which people
can interfere with the work of the Magistrates by not allowing
anybody to enter, by obstructing the passage by squatting and
picketting?  On the 29th August, in the afternoon, in a public
meeting, where my honourable F riend, Shri Goswami, was also
present, a resolution was passed demanding the release of the
arrested persons. It would amount to contempt of the court to
demand unconditional release of the arrested persons against
whom cases are pending before Magistrates. And it would
encourage further lawlessness. After production of arrested
persons before a court, the Government is to allow the process
of law to go its own course without interruption.

I have also heard that the sponsors of the movement wanted
to induce impressionable young students of Colleges to join the
movement and having failed to do so the organisers of the
movement went to seduce the young students of the age group
of 12 to 13 years reading in schools and were trying to use them
as pawns in their political game. Is it fair to use such tender
impressionable students as pawns for achieving their political
ends? Is it not our duty to enquire into such matters? My
honourable Friend, Shri Hareswar Goswami, and other members
of the Action Committee should see that our boys and girls who
are reading in schools and colleges are not utilised for demon-
stration, etc., for achieving political ends. Is this the proper
way to train our impressionable young boys who showld be
inculcated with a sense of responsibility so that they may be
worthy citizens of the Indian Republic? The members of the
Action Committee cannot absolve themselves of their responsi-
bility for creating lawlessness in the country on the plea of
staging a peaceful Hartal. T expected that my honourable
Friends would set an example by not using the school and
college students who did not like to take part in such movements
as pawns for achieving their political end. It is not posmb‘le
for our young boys and girls to judge on the spot and restrain
themselves from illegal activities when they. are particularly
exploited by political leaders for achieving their political ends,
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My point is that he should take the responsibility for the
outbreak of violence as a result of this Hartal. 1 expect him to
do so being the sponsor of this movement.  But what happens
now ?

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: Sir, I have never
disowned responsibility. What I said is that these miscreants
_have gone against the instruction of the Peace Comumittee,
That 1s what I said, but I have never disowned responsibility.

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): I am
glad to hear that. But any one could have anticipated thatin
such cases people, especially young students, would be going
against the instructions. As such, there should not have been
any Hartal or protest meetings with the help of school studg:ms.
_ If the real intention of the members of the Action Committee
~was to remain nonviolent, then they should not plead for those
people who have commiited offences by iransgressing the law
of the land. How can they demand for unconditional release
of these people who committed offences involving violence ?
What is the reason ? These people who have been arrested for
specific offences will not be judged by the Minister in charge
of Law and Order, but they will be judged by the Court where
" they will have a fair trial and will have chance of appeal to

higher judicial authorities. There is the High Court where the
~ people can appeal—the Court will judge whether these people
are.guilty or not. My apprehension turned true and the per-
sons participating in the Hartal had taken recourse to violent
methods as a result of excitement and police had no alternative
" but to arrest them. I have already stated that police had
shown exemplary restraint in dealing with such violent crowd,
As a matter of fact I have been receiving complaints from
various quarters that the police were not as active as they
“should have been in tackling the unruly and violent crowd and
_putting a stop to this interference with law and order in the
State and with the rights and liberties of individuals.

Secor_ldly, Sir, the following report was given to the Press
by my Friend, Mr. Goswami—“Shri Hareswar Goswami on be-
half of the Action Committee informed the Press later that they
had told the Chief Minister at the Circuit House that they
would review the position with regard to the Hartal after dis-
cussing the refinery issue with Shri Malavya in the evening of
27th.”” If that was so, how could he send telegrams at 2 P. M,
before he had met Mr. Malavya and discussed the matter with
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him ? What was the reason ? Probably he was outvoted......

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: There is no question

of outvoting. All citizens were unanimous in this matter.
What I said.........

Mr. SPEAKER : All right. It was all enthusiasm—en-
thusiasm may lead to epidemic distemper---Voltaire said so

during the French Revolution—that was for which you are not
responsible.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI s There may be. enthu-

siasm on the other side also.,

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): My
point is that when there are people under trial, let us examine
what the Government can do. ~ You should have some confi-
dence in the Government.  Passing of resolutions in a public
meeting demanding the release of those who used violence and
committed offence and whose cases are now pending before a
magistratc  will amount to contempt of court. Is it fair to
demand unconditional release of those people who have been

arrested for committing specific offences and ~whose cases are
now pcndmg trial ? :

Again in Nowgong as far as my information goes.........
Shri BIMALA KANTA BORAH: This question was

discussed in a meeting held at Gauhati where Mr. Goswami
was also present........,

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : There was a meeting
yesterday. In that meeting a resolution was passed demand-
QATOMINES . 00ss \voices—release Day),............ No, no, you are
misinterpreting the whole thing. That was a different thing

altogether—I can only request Mr. Bimala Borah to read the
report properly.

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister) : My idea
is that unless and until normalcy returns, nothing can be con-
sidered.  Instead of helping ~Government to bring' about
normalcy in the situation, this sort of agitation makes things
worse. Itis the duty of everyone of us to create an atmosphere
conducive for preservation of law and order. It deﬁnitely

does not help to organise meetings and incite peo_ple, particu-

larly our impressionable school students to join in Hartals or



T e
i

1510 STATEMENT R£: THE HARTAL HELD IN  [30TH AUGUST,
CONNECTION WITH LOCATION
OF OIL REFINERY IN ASSAM

processions, demanding release of persons arrested for specific
offences. It is certainly not conducive to the welfare of the
State. I appeal to his good sense to reconsider this matter ina
cool and sober frame of mind. One day or other he may be
called upon to shoulder the responsibility of running the
administration of the country and he may be faced with a situa-
ation like this. Will he allow lawlessness and violence to con-
tinue ? We all want to enhance the prestige of the Government
so long as Government is in power. You have every right to
replace the present Government by constitutional means as it is
a democratic Government. But so long as Government remains,
it should be allowed to maintain law and order. Innocent
people should not be permitted to be victims of violence let
loose as a result of Hartal. What happened the other day at
the Air Lines Corporation office ? I was not myself present,
but from the reports I gather I am really surprised to find
that a responsible person squatted in front of the Bus obstruct-
ing its passengers and refused to allow the bus to proceed.
Surely, no one will have the heart of killing a person in that
way by driving the bus over him. Now, if buses are obstruct-
ed in this way, what is to be done ? People were scheduled to
go to Calcutta and other places but were obstructed in this way.
Is it not the duty of the police to remove such violent obs-
truction ? For offence of this sort the police have arrested
persons under Sections 341 and 143 lndian Penal Code,
All these persons were arrested for specific offences on that very
day. They were produced before the Magistrate and remanded
to jail custody. Everything possible was done for the people
under the direction of the Magistrate. Can any better action
be taken by any Government ? We do not like that the Police
‘should commit any excess. But at the same time, the morale
of the Police must also be kept up. If people enter the thana,
take away money and other properties from inside the thana
buildings, break open the prisoners lock-up and try to set them
free, what can the police be expected to do except to use force
in driving them out ? There is no other alternative. Under
such circumstances, 1s it not the clear duty of any responsible
law abiding citizen to take upon himself the responsibility of
restoring the law and order ? But far from doing that the
hon. Member has taken an active partin having a resolution
passed demanding immediate release of the prisoners irrespec-
tive of the fact how and where these serious offences have been
committed in order to keep up the temper of this agitation

R Ne)
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against Government by those who participated in the Hartal.
I think, those who passed the resolution of release committed an
offence of contempt of court.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: No, no, Sir, we can
argue on that point.

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): Then
I donot know what it is. In myhumble opinion, Sir, the
hon. Member should not show the bad example of defy-
ing the Court which is the independent judicial authority to
give a verdict on such matters.  Therefore, Sir, under these
circumstances may I request the hon. Member to help
Government in restoring an atmospherc conducive for preser-
vation of law and order specially when he has owned the
responsibility for these offences, and to withdraw the resolution.
Let us then sit down round the table and find out ways and
means so that no offence of this nature may be committed in
future. But instead of that if he now persists on intensifying
and worsening the already tense situation, by demanding
unconditional release of the prisoners charged under specific
offences and goes on raising all sorts of slogans, then, Sir, I do
not know how he proposes to bring about a peaceful atmos-
phere. I hope he will appreciate my point when I say that no
Government can think of releasing prisoners arrested for specific
offences pending trial so long as this threat to law and order
and breach of peace continue.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : May I request the Hon’ble
Chief Minister to read the resolution ? All we have said is to
keep the movement alive for locating the oil refinery in Assam.

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): What
about the resolution demanding release of the prisoners ? Here
is the resolution: “The immediate and unconditional release
of the arrested persons was also demanded by the Executive
Committee of the Praja Socialist Party,”  That is the resolu-
tion.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: Sir, he is speaking
about the second resolution. The first resolution runs like this :
«The meeting directs the Action Committee to convene an all
Assam Convention with a view to taking steps to continue the
State-wide movement for location of the proposed refinery for
Assam oil within the State.” ' !
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Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister) : Sir, what
about Mr. Bhuyan whose followers tried to remove some money
from the table of the Police thana ?

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : Sir, is he surethat Shri
Bhuyan has done this ?

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): I do
not know about Bhuyan. But my point is that instead of
acknowledging that violence was resorted to by those who parti-
cipated in the Hartal and putting a stop to the outburst of
violence, he is now pleading for release of the prisoners.

So, under the circumstances, I hope Mr. Goswami, and his
other followers who are not present here, will try to rise above
these petty political squabbles and help Government in restor-
ing law and o_rdcr and sober atmosphere so that such offences
are not committed by any responsible person in future cven in
connection with staging of Hartals.

My. SPEAKER : For the information of Mr. Goswamil
I would like te read out a quotation :

«In relation to the freedom of speech and expression, thgr.e
are three sorts of contempt of Court (a) one kind of contempt 18
scandalising the Court itself ; () there may likewise be a con-
'[Cmpt Of thC Court 1n abusing partieg WhO are C()nc(—)]‘f‘nc 111
causes in the Court ; (c) there may also be a contempt '} PESy
judicingmankmd against persons before the cause is heard.

So, the present case comes under this third category of

contempt of Gourt.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: I would like to argue
on that point, Sir, as I have already said.

Presentation of Notification under Section 296 of the
Assam Municipal Act, 1923

Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR (Minister) :
Mr. Speakers Sir, I beg to present the following Notifications
onder Section 296 of the Assam Municipal Act, 1923 :

(1) Notification No. LML.190/53/108, dated the 4th
May, 1656. ‘
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(2) Notification No. LML, 15/55/98, dated the 14th June
1956, and

(3) Notification No. LML. 33/54/79, dated the 16th
June, 1956,

#Copies of the Notilications have been supplied to the
hon. Members. :

Election of Members to the Assam Text Book Committee

Shri PURNANANDA CHETIA (Deputy Minister) : Mr.
Speaker, Sir, I beg te move that this Assembly do elect two
Members in accordance with the instructions contained in the
voting paper to the Assam Text Book Committee.

Mr. SPEAKER : The Motion moved is that this Assembly
do elect two Members in accordance with the instructions
contained in the voting paper to the Assam Text Book
Clommittee.

(The Motion was put and adopted).

I hereby fix Monday the 3rd September, 1956 as the date
and Room No.2 of the Assembly Building as the place where
election to the Assam Text Book Committee will take place.
The voting will be held between the hours of 2. p.m. and 4 p.m.

Election of Members to the State Soldiers’, Sailors®
and Airmen’s Board

Shri PURNANANDA CHETIA (Deputy Minister) : Mr. °
Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that two Members of the Assam
Legislative Assembly be clected by majority votes of the
Assembly to the State Soliders’, Sailors’ and Airmen’s Board
to be reconstituted by the State Government.

Mr. SPEAKER : The Motion moved is that two Members
of the Assam Legislative Assembly be elected by majority votes
of the Assembly to the State Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Airmen’s Board
to be reconstituted by the State Government.

(The Motion was put in the form of a question and was
adopted).

I hereby fix Tuesday, the 4th September, 1956 as the date
and Room No.2 of the Assembly Building as the pla(;c where
election to the State Soldiers’, Sailors’ and Airmen’s Board
will take place. The voting will be held between the hours of
2 p. m. and 4 p. m. .

* Appendix; (A),
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Resolution Regarding the Ratification of the Seventh
Schedule (Article 269 and Article 286) of the Constitution
by the Constitution (Sixth Amendmet) Bill, 1956

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister): Mr. Speaker,
Sir, I beg to move that this House ratifies the Amendments of
the Seventh Schedule, Article 269 and Article 286 of the
Constitution of India, proposed to be made by the Constitution
(Sixth Amendment) Bill, 1956 as passed by the two Houses of
Parliament. : '

Sir, the matter involved is a bit complicated one and with
your permission I would like to make a short written statement.

Hon. Members are certainly aware of the recent legislation
enacted by Parliament to amend the Constitution of our
country. The Bill introduced in the Parliament to amend the
Constitution is called the Constitution (Sixth Amendment) Bill,
1956. By this amending measure, the entry 92 of the Union List
and entry No.54 of the State List in the Seventh Schedule 1s
sought to be amended besides other amendments (O the
Articles 269 and 286 of the Constitution. The Bill was passed
in both the Houses of Parliament and under Article 368 of the
Constitution such an amending measure needs ratification by
the State Legislatures and hence I have come before this
House with this resolution to obtain the ratification of that
measure, by this august House.

The necessity for this Constitutional amendmen
from a varicty of important and weighty reasons.

In item 54 of the State List of the Seventh Schedule,—
«Taxes on the sale or purchase of goods other than news-
papers’’ have been shown as a State subject and accordingly
various States in  the Union have been levying sales tax
according to this item of the State List. But this power gf _the
States to levy sales tax has been subject tov four restrictions
under Article 286 of the Constitution. This article of the Consti-
tution was so drafted that it made various conflicting interpreta-
tions possible. As a matter of fact, different High courts u§6d to
interpret this article in a dufferent way and even the Supmme
Court could not be unanimous on the interpretation of the
different provisions of this Article. ! :

This led to a good deal of confusion in the administration
of the Sales Tax among different States, especially with regard
to the tax on Sales or purchases where such sales or purchases

f arosc
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take place in the course of inter-State trade or commerce.
Again there has been widespread disparity among the different
States with regard to rates of taxes and ranges of exempted
commoditics. 1This lack of uniformity in the administration
of the Sales Tax has brought about a good deal of
discontent among commercial community throughout the country.
Dealers resident in one State areoften subjected to the jurisdic-
tion and procedure of other States with which they have dealings
in normal course of business causing detriment to the even flow
of Trade and Commerce in the country.

This very complex probiem was discussed threadbare by
the Taxation Enquiry Commission and after a thorough
examination of the whole matter, they have made some
recommendations to the Government which when acted upon
are expected to bring considerable simplicity and improvement
in the administration of the Sales Tax to the immense relief
of the dealers and the peopie. Broadly speaking, the Com-
mission recommended that inter-States Sales Tax, should be put
within this sphere of Central Government to be administered
through the agency of the States and for the benefit of the
States. The income arising out of the inter State Sales Tax will,
however, not go to the Consolidated Fund of India but will be
distributed among the States, according to the principles to be
determined by Parliament. The inter-States Sales Tax is to be
retained in the State List. In essence the Commission recom-
mends that Sales Tax must continue to be a source of State
revenue. The Commission have also recommended to define
principles to  determine when or at what stage a sale or
purchase of goods takes place in the course of inter-State trade
or commerce. The Commission also recommended that some
restrictions should be placed on the imposition of inter-State
Sales Tax on raw materials which areimportant for the point
of view of consumers or industry in other States. Such cases
of intra-State Sales should appropriately be brought under the
full control of the Union.

The object of the amendment of the Clonstitution in the
Constitution Tenth Amendment Bill, is to give ecffect to the
recommendations of the Taxation Enquiry Commission.
The Government of India had generally accepted the recom-
mendations of the Commission and the accep_tcd recommen-
dations are embodied in the Bill and have been incorporated as
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amendments of the provisions of Articles 269 and 286 of the
Constitution and item 54 of the State List and 92 of the
Union List of the Seventh Schedule.

I should like to state, for the information of the House
that the recommendations of the Taxation Enquiry Commission
relating to intra-State and inter-State Sales Tax were accepted
by the State Government after a careful scrutiny by the
Finance Department and this decision of acceptance of the
recommendations by the State Government was formally
communicated to the Union Government some time back.

As I have already stated, this amending Bill has already
passed through the Houses of Parliament. As it needs ratification
by the Legislatures of the States, I have approached this
august House with this resolution for having this amendment
ratified by this House. .

I hope the House will be pleased to accept my Resolution,

With these few words I beg to resume my seat.

Mr. SPEAKER : The Motion moved is that this IHouse
ratifies the Amendments of the Seventh Schedule, Article 269 anq
Article 286 of the Constitution of Indiz, proposed to be made
by the Constitution (Sixth Amendment) 1 1ll, 1956 as passed by
the two Houses of Parliament.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : Sir, we have been given
thisfamendment only to-day.

Mr. SPEAKER : The copy of the Government Resolution
for ratification of the Constitution (Sixth Amendment) Bill, 1956
was sent to al]l the hon. Members under cover of the
letter No.9047-151/L.A., dated the Ist August, 1956. So, the
golgg of the Government Resolution was sent on the 1st August,

956.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : Sir, our difficulty is that
we have received this amendment only to-day, and as this is
a very important subject and as it affects the exchequer of our
State also in a particular way we would request that this mat-
ter be discussed sometime afterwards.

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister) : Sir, it was duly
sent to the hon. Members. As soon as he got the Reso-
lution he could take a copy of the Constitution and the relevant
provision of the Constitution and the Resolution in question
could have enlightened the hon, Member.
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Mr. SPEAKER : What is your main objection ?

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : Sir, I do not know even

if Shri Bora has gone through the proper provision of this
RESCIUHON o o voiivn famvnnmms

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister) : Sir, I have already
stated that the recommendations of the Commission were
examined by the State Government and they were accepted by

us while considering the recommendations, it was examined

thoroughly in all aspects.

Shri HARESWAR GGSWAMI: Sir, what was the purpose
of circulating this book to-day ? Whether it was not to help us
in the deliberations ? If this is to be sent to us, it should be
sent in time, We have received it just now. Sometime should
have been given for studying the Bill, In my case I want some

time at least because I understand things less than Mr. Bora,
the Minister-in-charge, does.

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister) : Sir, under item 54
of the State List, the sales-tax is a subject matter of the State
Government and we can levy sales-tax under that item. When
the sales-tax is a subject matter of the State Government, all
kinds of sales, including inter-State sales come under that pur-
view. Now, that inter-State Sales Tax is taken away from the
purview of the State Government to be regulated by India, but
the proceeds from such sales will be distributed among the
States according to certain principles, The principles for distri-
bution are to be made by Parliament and therefore we do not
stand to lose anything. Rather we stand to gain out of this
procedure and I hope we will get more money than before.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : But the point is how it
will affect the Exchequer of the State ?

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister) : It will not affect
us, and we expect to get more money thereby. We do not stand
to lose anything.

Mr. SPEAKER : Then with your permission I can put

the question ?
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Shri HARESWAR GOSAWMI: Yes, Sir.

Myr. SPEAKER: The question is that this House ratifies
the Amendments of the Seventh Schedule, Article 269 and Arti-
cle 286 of the Constitution of India, proposed to be made by
the Constitution (Sixth Amendment) Bill, 1956 as passed by the
two Houses of Parliament.

(The Motion was adopted.)

Presentation of the Demands for Excess Grants and
appropriation for 1950-51

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister) : Mr. Speaker, Sir,
I beg to present the Demands for Grants and appropriation for

the year 1950-51.

ons for this have

Sir, this is an unusuai thing, but the reas :
nditure Incurred

alreadv been given in the Bill. The excess expe e
was in the year 1950-51. Question arose how to regularise it
Lots of correspondences went on, but there was DO clear mdlel-
tion of any procedure in our State by which we were to do it,
We made correspondence with other Governments to know how
they did in such a case. We wanted the direction of the
Government of India how to do it. That is the reason for delay
in my coming before the House. I have already given the expla-
nation how the excess expenditure was incurred. I now want to
regularise it by way of demand for excess expenditure.

Mr. SPEAKER : I then take it that the excess grant is

approved.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : Asa matter of fact this
is to be discussed. .

mentary Statement of Expenditure
for 1956-57

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister) : Sir, I beg to present
a Supplementary Statement of Expenditure for 1956-57.

Presentation of Supple
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Mr. SPEAKER : I should like to fix 4p. M. of 3lst
August, 1956, that isto-morrow, as the time for discussion.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: To-morrow will be a
very short time. Let it be the first September.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 shall see to it.

Presentation of the Report of the Select Committee on
the Assam Municipal Bill, 1956

Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR {(Minister) :
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to present tie Report of the Select
Committee on the Assam Municipal Bill, 1956.

(After a pause)

I beg to move that the Bill as reported by the Sclect Com-
mittee be taken into consideration.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : Sir, we have been
supplied with a copy of this Report only to-day. We could
not discuss the Bill when it went to the Select Committee and
we reserved our comment till it emerged from the Select Com-

mittee.
Mr. SPEAKER.: When do you want to do it ?

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : On Saturday next it
can be done.

Mr. SPEAKER : All right, then Saturday next is: fixed
for this purpose.

The Assam (Sales of Petroleum and Petroleum Products
intluding Motor Spirit and Lubricants) Taxation
(Amendment) Bill, 1956.

Mr. SPEAKER : In thisconnection I read out the follow-
ing message from the Governor of Assam :— :

“] recommend uncer Article 207 {1) of the Constitution of
India that the Assam (Sales of Petroleum and Petroleum Pro-
ducts) including Motor Spirit and Lubricants) Taxation (Amend-
ment, Bill, 1956, be intraoduced and moved in the Assam Legisla-
tive Assembly.

S. FAZL ALI,

Governor of Assam.”
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Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister) : Sir. I beg to intro-
duce the Assam (Sales of Petroleum and Petroleum Products,
including Motor Spirit and Lubricants) Taxation (Amendment)
Bill, 1956. This has been duly published.

Mr. SPEAKER : The Motion moved is that the Assam
(Sales of Petroleum and Petroleum Products, including Motor
Spirit and Lubricants) Taxation (Amendment) Bill, 1956, be
introduced.

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister): Mr. Speaker, Sir,
I beg to move that the Bill be taken into consideration. :

I want_to change the definition of “lubricants’> by this
amending Bill. The existing definition is a bit restricted one
and some of the lubricating oils are not covered by this defini-
tion. So, I want to make it more comprehensive so as to cover
all kinds of lubricants as far as possible.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: You want to make it
moie expensive for the motorists ?

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minisier): No, Sir, I want
more money for the Second Five Year Plan.

Mr. SPEAKER : The motion moved is that the Assam
(Sales of Petroleum and Petroleum Products, including Motor
Spirit and Lubricants) Taxation (Amendment) Bill, 1956, be
taken into consideration.

(The motion was adopted).

The Assam Good Conduct Prisoners’ Probational Release
(Amendment) Bill, 1956

_ Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY (Minister): Mr. Speaker,
Sir, I beg to introduce the Assam Good Conduct Prisoners’
Probational Release (Amendment) Bill, 1956.

Mr. SPEAKER : Motion moved is that the Assam Good
Conduct Prisoners’ Probational Release (Amendment) Bill, 1956,
be introduced.

R i !
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Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : Sir, this Bill also suffers
from the same difficulty. It has been sent to us only to-day. Of
course, it is a good Bill but the technical difficulty is there.

Mr. SPEAKER : It can be put off till Ist September.

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): All the
motions in connection with this Bill can be {aken up either on
the 5th or 7th, so that the Bill can be passed.

Mr. SPEAKER : All right.

The Assam Cinemas (Rezulation) (Amendment) Bill, 1956

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister): Mr.
Speaker, Sir, I beg to introduce the Assam Cinemas (Regula-

tion) (Amendment) Bill, 1956 and to move that the Bill be
taken into consideration,

Mr. SPEAKER : Motion moved is that the Assam Cinemas

(Regulation) (Amendment) Bill, 1956, be taken into considera-
tion.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, this
Bill secks to amend the parent Act by inserting certain clauses.
The Statement of Objects and Reasons says, ‘‘sub-section (2) of
Scction 5 of the Principal Act requires previous approval of the
State Government to all licences issued under this Act by the
Licensing Authority and Section 9 provides for an appeal to the
State Government against all decisions of the Licensing Au-
thority. Itappears that Section 9 has been too broadly worded
and provides for appeal to the State Governmen t against its own
order. This has raised a legal difficulty. The Act has there-
fore to be amended to avoid this difficulty.” Section 4 of the
parent Act is sought to be amended in this way : “Subject to
provisions of Section 5, the District Magitrate within the juris-
diction of his district or any other authority constituted by the
State Goverment by notification in the official Gazette (herein-
after referred to as the Licensing Authority} for the whole or any
part of the State may grant licences under this Act:




1522 THE ASSAM CINEMAS (REGULATION) AMEND-  [3011 AUG.,
MENT) BILL, 1956

Provided that no licence shall be issued by the Licensing
Authority except with the previous approval of the State
Government and in according such approval the State Govern-
ment shall take into consideration all applications for the licence
in question and after such consideration may accord its approval
to the proposal submitted by the Licensing Authority or direct
such a@thority to grant a licence to any of the other applicants
with or without such conditions as it may deem propcr and in
such cases such direction shall be deemed to be the previous
approval of the State Government.”

Now, Sir, the position at present is this: if the Deputy
Commissioner as the licensing authority recommends one person,
the State Government’s only duty is to approve Or dis-
approve him, but the State Government cannot approve some-
body else and on that there were many decisions also. Now, this
Bill seeks to alter that and give the State Government powcr not
only to approve or disapprove the man recommended by the
licensing authority but also to go into the cases of all persons
and approve one. My objection is that although this Bili seeks
to cl'arify a particular provision, it also makes the licensing au-
thority almost a non-entity. The State Government wi!l be
able to select any man, whether recommended by the licensing
authority or not. Then, there will be another difficulty. The
State Government may be approached directly also and extra-
neous considerations may come into play.........

Mr. SPEAKER : What do you mean ?

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : I did not mecan taking
of money. An applicant may submit bis application to the
licensing authority with certain grounds supperted by a certain
set of papers, but hc may approacli the State Government with
certain other sets of papers and that will be an extrancous consi-
deration.

Mr. SPEAKER : There will be two ways: nobody will be
barred. '

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: But if the State Govern-
ment is given power to take into consideration all applications,
then there will be the possibility of the party concerned to

approach the State Government directly with papers not filed
before the licensing authority.

Mr. SPEAKER : How do you infer that ?
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Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : Because it is laid down
“Provided thatno licence shall be issued by the Licensing Au-
thority except with the previous approval of the State Govern-
ment and in according such approval the State Government
shall take into consideration all applications for the licence in
question and after such consideration may accord its approval®.
Here “*all applications’ does not mean mercly the applications
submitted to the licensing authority. There may be new appli-
cations also. This provision does not debar any party to
approach Government direct and also with papers other than
which were submitted to the Licensing Authority.

Mr. SPEAKER : Do vou read like this ?

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : It is possible to give this
interpretation.

Mr. SPEAKER : You mean even applications not submit-
ted before the Licensing Authority ?

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: Yes, Sir.

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not see how you can infer that
with reference to the context.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: Yes, Sir, that interpre-
tation can be made. Nothing will debar a party from
approaching the State Government directly and in doing so, a
party can also approach the State Government with papers
which were not placed before the Licensing Authority. It may
be that the Licensing Authority will give its recommendations on
the basis of certain facts and the State Government will decide
on the basis of different facts.

Then, also, so far as clause 9 dealing with appeals and
reviews is concerned, we find that whereas an' appeal can lie
before the State Government against the decision of the Licens-
ing Authority if the State Government only approves or dis-
approves it, In casc of State Government’s setting aside the deci-
sion of the Licensing Authority, the only remedy lying with the
party is to have it reviewed.

As you know better that appeals are made on different
grounds and reviews are on different grounds, here they
will take away the right of the party because the State
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will abrogate to itself the power to substitute their decisions
instead of the decisions of the Licensing Authority. The |
party concerned will thus lose a great right because in
appeal you go into facts as well as law and because in the
review jurisdiction is very limited and that right will be
taken away.

Thirdly, there will be a difficulty in making appeals
under clause 9(4). This clause reads:—“Allappeals pending
on the date of the commencement of this Act shall be
disposed of in accordance with the provisions of this Act -
and for that purpose all appeals against an order under
Section 4 of the Principal Act shall be deemed to be
application for review under sub-section (3) of Section 5 of
this Act.” Now, if a pending case is to be decided mnot
according to the old parent Act but according to this
amended Act then scope becomes very much limited. How
is it possible to take away that right because the appeal
will be converted into review and thus the scope will be
limited. Now, at that time when I appealed, this Act was
not in force and this Act was not even enacted and then
to meet the appeal on the basis of that this appeal will
take away the vested right which will be taken away.
Lawyers like us will agitate on this point.

Mr. SPEAKER: Review and appeal will probably be
heard by the Deputy Commissioner.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: This is a pertinent
case as the matter will not end here but it may go
higher up to the High Court under Articles 227 and 228
of the Constitution. Thus the difficulty will be confronted.
So this point should be clarified. '

As regards clause 9(4) my submission is that this should
be de eted.

~ Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister): Mr.
Speal;cr, S_lf, I I _expected that Mr. Goswami would raise
certain objection in connection with this particular Bill.

Sir, regarding his objection to clause 4.

Mr. SPEAKER: Regardi i £ licati
. : garding putting up of application
directly to Government should be clarified.
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Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minisier): I donot
understand there should be any objection if an application is
submitted direct to the Government. What is the general
procedure in such cases ?

Mr. SPEAKER: Either it goes back to the District
Magistrate or the District Authority.

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister) : Yes Sir.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: My point was not
who decides but’ on what he decides.

Mr. SPEAKER : You said that you will be handi-

capped because some applications will be made direct to
Government.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: Not only that but
the same application submitted to the Licensing Authority
may be submitted to the State Government. I am speaking
about the point of Law in this regard.

Mr. SPEAKER: Do not you see from the wordings
that the Government can receive it ?

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: I don’t think.

Mr. SPEAKER : What the first paragraph says is that
he can receive directly ?

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: It says only of an

application and ~not of applications forwarded by the
Licensing Authority.

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER JEE (Minister): Sir,
sometimes more than one application, are received by the
Licensing Authority and one of them is forwarded to the
Government for approval. If the Government for any reason
cannot approve the particular application, the Licensing
Authority has in that case Jto put up fresh proposals one after
another till the Government accord their approval, Undufe
delay in disposal is caused in such cases. To remove this
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difficulty the present proposal empowers the Government
to take into consideration all applications at a time and finally
dispose of the matter. A confusion seems to have been arisen
because of the unsatisfactory language of Section 9 of the Parent
Act. This section permits appeal against the order of the
Licensing Authority but not against the approval accorded by
the Government or refusal therecof. Yet the distinction doe€s
not seem to have been well marked in the language used. If
the decision of the Licensing Authority would include the orders
of the Government in approving the proposal, it would create
an embarrassing position in that an appeal would lie in that case
to the Government against the order of the same Government.
By the present proposal the language is now clarified and it
also gives the aggrieved party a further remedy which 1s not
now available, in form of a petition for review even against the
order of the Government. Shri Goswami has contended that the
Bill seeks to operate retrospectively. So far as the pending
appeals are concerned the Bill has only stated the law in expres;
language so that there may not be scope for further litigation.
As to clause 3 of the Bill T have already stated that the amend-
ment is sought to be made only in a matter of procedure and
for administration convenience. It does not affect anybody’s
vested interest.

With these few words I would request my friend, Shri
Goswami not to raise any more unreasonable objection at
this stage. 3

. Mr. SPEAKER: The provision is for the first part.
His interpretation agrees with your interpretation. The
provision is for the first part IV.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: The provision can do
away also the right.....,

. Mr. SPEAKER: There is no word like this, unless
it is clearly stated the provision is for the first part.

(After a pause).
Mr. SPEAKER: The Motion moved is that the Assam

Cinemas (Regulation) (Amendment) Bill, 1956, be taken into
consideration,

(The Motion is adopted.)
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The Industrial Disputes (Appellate Tribunal)
(Assam Amendment) Bill, 1956.

Shri PURNANANDA CHETIA (Deputy Minister) : Mr.
Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that Industrial Disputes (Appel-
late Iribunal) (Assam Amendment) Bill, 1956 be introduced.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Motion moved is that the
Industrial Disputes (Appellate Tribunai) (Assam Amendment)
Bill, 1956, be introduced.

Shri PURNANANDA CHETIA (Deputy Minister) : Mr.
Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that the Industrial Disputes

(Appellate Tribunal) (Assam Amendment) Bill, 1956, be taken
into consideration.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Motion moved is that the Indu-
strial Disputes (Appellate Ttbunal) (Assam Amendment)
Bill, 1956, be taken into consideration.

(The motion was put and adopted.)

The Aassm Khadi and Village Industries Board
(Amendment) Bill, 1956.

_ Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister) : Mr. Spezker,
Sir, I beg to move that the Assam Khadi and Village
Industries Board (Amendment) Bill, 1956, be introduced.

Myr. SPEAKER : The Motion moved is that the Assam

Khadi and Village Industries Board (Amendmeut) Bill, 1956,
be introduced.

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister): Mr. Speaker

Sir, I beg to move that the Assam Khadi and Village
Industries Board (Amendment) Bill, 1956, be taken into
consideration,

The amending Bill is very simple, The word
“‘Secretary’ in place of the ‘‘Chairman” should be provided,

Mr. SPEAKER : The Motion moved is that the Assam

Khadi and Village Industries (Amendment) Bill, 1956, be
taken into consideration.

(The Motion was put and adopted,)



i528 THE ASSAM MOTOR VEHICLES TAXATION [30TH AUGUST,
(AMENDMENT) BILL, 1956

The Assam Liquor Prohibition (Second Amendment)
Bill, 1956.

Rev. J. J- M. NICHOLS-ROY (Minister): Mr. Speaker,
sir, I beg to move that the Assam Liquor Prohibition
(Second Amendment) Bill, 1956, be introduced.

Mr. SPEAKER : The Motion moved is that the Assam
Liquor Prohibition (Second Amendment) Bill, 1956, be intro-
duced.

I Now read the message from the Governor.
¢“Raj Bhavan, Shillong

The 28th August, 1956,

I recommend under Article 207 (3) of the Constitution
of India that the Assam Liquor Prohibition (Second Amend-
ment) Bill, 1956, be taken into consideration by the Assam
Legislative Assembly.

S. FAZL ALI’

Governor ot Assam.

Rev J. J. M. NICHOLS ROY (Minister) : Mr. Speaker,
Sir, I beg to move that the Assam Liquor Prohibition
(Second Amendment) Bill, 1956, be taken into consideration.

Myr. SPEAKER: The Motion moved is that the Assam
Liquor Prohibition (Second Amendment) Bill, 1956 be taken
into consideration.

(The Motion was put and adopted.)

The Assam Motor Vehicles Taxation (Amendment)
Bill, 1956.

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister) : Mr, Speaker,
Sir, I beg to move that the Assam Motor Vehicles Taxation
(Amendment) Bill, 1956, be introduced.

Mr. SPEAKER : The Motion moved is that the
Assam Motor Vehicles Taxation (Amendment) Bill, 1956,
be introduced.
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Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister): Mr. Speaker,
Sir, I beg to move that the Assam Motor Vehicles Taxa-
tion (Amendment) Bill, 1956, be taken into consideration.

Mr. SPEAKER : The Motion moved isthat the Assam
Motor Vehicles Taxation (Amendment) Bill, 1956, be taken
into consideration.

(The Motion was put and adopted.)
The Assam Sales Tax (Amendment Bill), 1956,

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister) : Mr. Speaker,

Sir, I beg to move that the Assam Sales Tax (Amendment)
Bill, 1956, be introduced.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Motion moved is that the Assam
Sales Tax (Amendment) Bill, 1956, be introduced.

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister): Mr. Speaker,
Sir, I beg to move that the Assam Sales Tax (Amendment)
Bill, 1956, be taken into consideration.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Motion moved is that the Assam
Sales Tax (Amendment) Bill, 1956, be taken into consideration.

(The Motion was put and adopted.)
(After a pause)

Mr. SPEAKER: T thing nobody wants to move any
private Member’s Resolution. There is still time,

Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned till 1-30 P, on Friday,
the 31st August, 1956,

Shillong, R. N. BARUA,
The 29th March, 1957. Secretary,

Legislative Assembly, Assam.
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No.LML.190/52/108.—TIt is hereby notified for general information that
in exercise of the powets conferred by sub-section (1) of Section 296
read with clause (i) of sub-section (2) of the same section of the Assam
Municipal Act, 1923 (Assam Act 1 of 1923), which was extended to
the notified area at Hojai in the district of Nowgong constituted under
Notification No.LM]I .190/53/53, dated the 27th January 1956, the
Governor of Assam is pleased, after previous publication, to make
the following rules, to have effect for the purpose of holding the first
and subsequent General Elections and Bye elections, under the Act, of
the Hojai Town Committee, for the division of the said notified area
into wards and for fixing the number of members to be elected from

each of such words,
Hojai Town Committee

1. The Hojai Town Committee shall be divided into threce wards

each within the boundaries described below :—
WARD No.l

North—Danbkigaon and Pachim Dhoni Ram Pathar.
East—Nowgong-Hojai Public Works Department Road.
South—Railway line.
West—Barpukhurigaon.

WARD No.lI
North—Pachim Dhoni Ram Pathar.
East—Pub Dhoni ‘Ram Pathar and Golaghat Basti,

South—Railway line.
West—Nowgong-Hojai Public Works Department Road

WARD No.III
North—Railway line
Fast—Golaghatia Basti.
South—Rampur,  Golaghatia Basti and Dakhin Baidy2 Nagats
West—Uttor Bidya Nagar,
9. There shall be one elected member for each of Wards NoseT
and 111 and two elected members for Ward No.11.

A. M. DAM.
Secy. to the Govt. of Assam, Agri. and L. s.-G. Deptt.

The I4th June 1956

Municipality
Notification
or of Assam

NO-LML_-1.5/551’98-j—Q0nsequent on the Constitution of a
at Mangaldai n the district of Darrang, as published with

No. LMI . 15/55/84-A, dated the 3rd April 1956, the Governor o =
is pleased In exercisc of the power conferred by sub-section (1) of section
of the Assam

296 read with sub-section (2) (i) of the said section :
Municipal Act, 1923 ‘Assam Act I of 1923), and after previous publica-
tion to make the following rules for the division of the cafd Mangaldai
Municipality into wards and for fixing the number of members to be
clected for each of such wards.
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Mangaidai Municipaliiy -

The Municipality shall be divided into ten wards each within the

boundaries described” below. Fach ward® shall elect the number of
member noted against each.

Ward numbers and boundaries Number of

members
to be
elected
from each
- ward
WARD No. 1 1
North—North Trunk Road and Public Warks Department
Road between the Mosque and the pucca bridge.
East---Nala,
South—A line covering the entire road allotment to the
south of Dag No.143, 107, 106, 93, 59, 47, 46, 21,
22 and 14 of Mangaldaigaon No.11
West—A portion of Manga‘ldai-B]1utiachang Road (between
the Mosque and junction of the North Trunk Road
and the Mangaldui—Bhutiachang Road) and a portion
of the North Trunk Road and the Mangaldai river.
WARD No.IT 3

- |
North—Northern boundary line of the Municipality (a line of =
from Dag No.370 passing though Dag Nos.367, 368, ..
869, 375, 431, 420, 430, 524, 474, 485, 488, 563,
489, 243 of Mangaldaigaon No.l.) N Y
East—North Trunk Road,
South—North Trunk Road.
West-—The Bega river, <
WARD No.III 1
North—New Municipnl Road.

East—The Bega river, o
South—Public Works Departiment Road, : T e
West—Mangaldai-Bhutiachang‘ Road, : SR
WARD No.IV ' Tty

North—Kerimari Road (East of Mangaldai Bhutiachang ROE—Id-‘.:

East—The Bega river.
South—New Municipal Road. R
wcst—Mgmgaldai-Bhutiachang Road, %5 e

WARD No.V o Dok

North—Portion of the dead Mangaldai river and- Mu’hici‘pal“' ¥
Road,

EastfMa11galdai~Bhu‘tiachang Road,

South—North Trunk Road.

West—The Mangaldai. river.,

g WARD No.VI = ..o 1

North—Kerimari Road (West of N[angalcln.i—Bhuliachang_ Road).
East_:—_Manga]dairBhutiachnng Road, : L
South— Municipal Road.,

West—The Mangaldai river,

-4

————
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Ward numbers and boundaries Number of
members

to be

clected
from each

ward

WARD No. VII B

North—North boundary line of the Municipality (to the North
s of Dhulachapai Local Bord Road at a distance of 462 ft.
from the road and parallel to it).

~ East—The Bega river.
South—Kerimari road on both sides of the Mangaldai-Bhutia-
chang Road.

West—The Mangaldai river and a line passing through Dag
Nos.167, 171:", 173, 172, 171 and 170 of Tangabari and by
a line at a distance of 660 {t. from the Mangaldai-Bhutia-
chang Road.

WARD No. VIII 1

North—A line passing through Dag Nos.117, 121, 122, 123,
124, 125, 126, 138, 146, 147, 148, 149, 150, 190, 186,
185, 864, 181, of Bhebarghat.

East—The Mangaldai river.

South—Village road (up to the Mangaldai river.)

West—A line parallel to Majikuchi Local Board Road, passing
through Dag Nos. 468, 462, 460, 455, 445, 444, 443/kha,
439/kha, 440, 435, 428, 416, 415, 414, 445 412, 274 /kha,
303, 291, 290, 282, 104, 105, 107, 108, 110, 111, 115 and
117 of Bhebarghat.

WARDNo.IX 1

North—Village Road.

East—The Mangaldai river,
South—North Trunk Eoad.
West—Majikuchi Local Board Road.

: WARD No.X L
North;V:llageMRoad.
East—Part of Majikuchi Local Board Road, part of North
Trunk Road and portion of the Mangaldapi river.
South—The Mangaldai river, :

West—A line passing through dag Nos. 555, 663, 557/kha
559, 560, 565, 566 of Upahupgar and by’ a line . pa{ssing"
through dag Nos, 567, 571, 163, 581, 582, 586, 434, 764, -
590, 593! 592: 597: 606, 603/kha, and kha, 380, 381, 37‘3
of Upahupar and a line passing through dag Nos.374,
367, 368, 309, 308, 301, 300, 281, 280 of Upahupar and
through dag Nos.661, 662, 663, 664, 665, 666, 667, 655/ga,
670, 675, 586, 591, 595, 5600 and 468 of Bhebarghat.



1956) APPENDIX A 1533

This notification supersedes Notification No.1061L-5-G., dated the
30th April 1925 relating to the rules for the Division of the Mongal-

dai Small Town into wards and the number of members to be elected
from those wards.

A. M. DAM,
Secy. to the Govt. of Assam Agri. and Forest Department;

The 16th June, 1956

No,LML.33/54/79.—1t is hereby notified for general information
that in exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (1) of Section 296
read with clause (i) of sub-sectlon (2) of the same section of the Assam
Municipal Act, 1923 (Assam Act 1 of 1923), which was extended to the
notified area at Rangia in the district of Kamrup constituted under
Notification No.LML. 33/51/41, dated the 3rd Deccember 1955, the
Governor of Assam is pleased, after previous publication, to make the
following rules, to have effect for the purpose of holding the first
and subsequent General Elections and Bye-elections, under the Act, of

the Rangia Town Committee, [or the division of the said notified area

into wards and for fixing the number of mcmbers to be elected
from each of such wards.

Rangia Town Committee,

The Rangia Town Committee shall be divided into four wards
cach within the boundaries described below and there shall be one
clected member from cach of these wards:—

WARD No.I

Norrh—Full and part of dag Nos.64]

1 { [kha, 756, 1755, 152, 797 of
Rangia Town, 52, 66, 67

of Pub Kachari Mahal Mauza,

South:—Full and part of dag Nos.714, 715

of Rangia Town, 947
946/kha of Murara village and the ngia lown, 947,

Baralia river,

Easts—Full and part of dag Nos.797/kha  of Rangia Town and
235/kha, 1057 /kha, 237, 245, 1070/kha, 1071, gsg/kha, 256/kha,
1056/kha, 945/kha, 258/kha of Murara village of Pub-Barigog.

West :—Full and part of dag Nos. 706, 707 703‘ 709, 710. 71
713, 542/kha of Rangia Town, ° ~* |02 110,711,712,

WARD No.I1

North :—Full and part of dag Nos.258/kha, 221 of Murara village
of Pub-Barigog Mauza, 717, 114/kha, 631/kha, 634, 525,

442[kha, 38/kha, 213, 212, 226/kha, 24, 222, 160/kha of
Rangia Town.

South :—Full and part of dag Nos.281/kha, 265, 196, 261, 197, 199/
kha, 1031, 200, 1030, 1026, 1013, 1027, 2/kha, 1/kha, of
Murara village, 544 of Bangaon.
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: East:—Full and part of dag Nos. 946/kha, 1055/kha, 266 of Murara
; village, 705, 543, 542/kha, 541/kha, 699, 698, 834, 737,
692/kha, 63t/kha, 525, 442, 389, 388, 387, 235 of Rangia

5 Town.
West :—Full and part of dag Nos. 226/kha, 145/kha, 146/kha, 147/kha,
133/kha, 132/kha, 13l/kha of Rangia ‘Town, 542 of

Bangaon.
WARD No.ITT

North :—Full and part of dag Nos.127/kha, 140/kha, 123/kha, 304/kha,
262/kha, of Gogmalasa village, Part of Rangia Darranga
road, 860/kha, 341/kha, 338/kha, 333/kha, 326, 325, 323, 322,
321, 320, 319, 318, 317, 316, 315, 281, 280, 279, 278, 271,
2176, 272, 269, 268/kha, 26/kha, 25/kha, 7/kha, 6/kha, 4/kha,
201 and 381/kha of Rangia Town,
South :—Full and part of dag Nos.236/kha, 233, 234 of Murara village
"~ 80I/kha, 796, 542/kha, 692/kha, 628/kha, 629, 526, 532, 441
439, 438, 437, 428. 427, 424, 426, 425 of Kangia Town.
East :—Full and part of dag Nos., 67, 54/kha, 53/kha, 52/kha, of
; Kachari Solmari village, 661/kha, 662/kha, 663/kha, 652/kha,
647/kha, 648/kha, 651, 650, 506/kha, of Rangia Town, 120/kha.
127, 126, 125, 120, 117, 118/kha, 123/kha of Gagmalasa village,
" West :—Full and part of dag Nos.38, 391/kha, 390/kha, 411/kha,
440/kha, 526, 527 [kha, 629/kha and 697 of Rangia Town,

WARD No. IV

" North:—Full and part of dag Nos . 35/kha, 34,33 13,21 99 oq
Tt 7Y 94 of Dakhainsitara. lata3
South ;—Full and part of dag Nos. 236/kha, 235, 391, 217
147/kha, 198/kha of Rangia : TO;Y{%. 34k

t :—Full and part of dag Nos. 1, 2/kha, 3, 4/kha, 5, 6, 12
Eas 13, 14,16, 17, 18/kha, 19, 20/kha, 37, 36/kha; 46 3]5 lggg,
304, 302, 251, 252, 253, 254/kha, 250, 249 a3 248 247
 236/kha, 214, 215, 219, 221, 227, 895, 394, 396, 305 403 200
406, 407, 408, of Rangia Town, : 2 g

West :—Full and part of dag Nos. 160/kha, 161/kha 162/kha, 163/k
165/kha, 178/kha, 176/kha, 179/kha, 180/kha, l‘,)é/kha’ 63/kha,

: . : 193 /kha,
194/kha, 195/kha, 71 of Rangia Town, 274., 262, 241 /kha,

242/klia 245/kha, 252/kha 251 /kha, 248/kha, 249/xha. 255/k
256/kha: 23_0/kh:1, 231/1.‘]?’3 of Gurkuchi. / ) / ha,

» 835, 214,

A. M. DAM,
am  Agr1, & Forest Deptts.

5 A G. P. (LA} No, 357216011957 V=0

Secy. to the Government of Asg
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