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Proceedings of the Twelfth Session of the Assam Legislative
Assembly assemb:ed after the Third General Election
under the Sovereign emocratic Republican
Constitution of India

The Assemblv met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong at 10 a.um. on
Saturday, the 26th February,K 1960.

PRESENT

Shri MAHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY, B.L., Speaker im the
Chair, eight Miniscers, two Ministers of State, two Deputy Ministers and
fifty-four Members.

————

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

STARRED QUESTIONS
(To which oral answers were given)

Re: Contrel of Price of Fish

Dr. GHANASHYAM DAS (North Salmara, Reserved for
Scheduled Castes) asked:

#5., Will the Minister-in-charge of Veterinary (Fisheries) be pleased to
statc—

a) Why price of fisi has beea controlled at Gauhaj al
5 not 1ki)n other places of the District ? alone and

(b) Whether Govern nent propose to introduce it thmughout ‘ha
State ?

c) Whether Governm=nt propose to intro luce : :
e e selling of fish by

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister
veplicd: :
5. (a)-~The Deputy Co nmissioner, Kamry _
conferrcd(u)nder Defence ol [1da Rules CO-’ltrouE& g-’:;h;'t.lh
for high price and scarcity of fisn.  The contro] of ’
however, was lift=d by the Deputy Con p ssionet, Kamry
8th February 1966. P

Fisheries)

asi ne- power ¥
sh at Gauhat.
h at aghati.
with eff:ct from

Since Government did not issue any i
! : Y 1nstructions
Comm ssioner, Ka:pmo In resp=:t of control of fsh ia )tht.c: tgf.gq):g
excluding Gauhati and he is competent to promulgate orders for
¢ ntrol ofl ﬁslh,i ettc.i In particular area/ar=a: under .), I Rgll., Wheraih h
is particularly hund to be scarce and of high price i0 cont

of fish by Government in other areas does not arise, e S ot 53
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(b)-=No, Government has no contemplation to introduce such
a control system throughout the State, at present.

(c)—In view of reply at (b) this question does not arise.

: Shri LAKSHMI PRASAD GOSWAMI (Laharighat): Sir, may 1
1310";1 from the hon. Minister what are the reasons of dccontrolling fish at
auhati ? :

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : Sir, the control was
done by the Deputy Commiss oner of Kamrup as per powers conferred
under the Defence of (ndia Rules and the subsequeat decontrol of fish
was also done by him.

Shri LAKSHMI PRASAD GOSWAMI: Sir, my.question was what
is the reason for lifting the control of fish at Gauhati ¥

Shri MOINUL HADUE CHOUDHURY:  Possibly, the avail-
ability of fish at Gauhati became eith>r mragre or sufficient. In fact
Government do not know the exact reason. The Deputy Commissioner
as per powers conferred under Defence of India Rules has decontrolled
the price of fish at Gauh.ti at his discretion.

Shri MOHANANDA BORA (Bihpuria) : = Sir, whether Govern.
ment is aware that a huge quantity of fish goes outside from the State?
Whether.Government is going to restrict ymovemant of such fish from the
State to other States ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE -CHOUDHURY: Yes. Some quantitics
do go to North Bengal It is true. But we are trying to improve the mar-
keting facilities so that the fish can be diverted from North Béngal
markets to areas within our Staté. Our Fishery Departmant is also operat-
ing certain schemes to b ing fish from Barpeta and Goalpara.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA ( Jorhat): In consideration of
scarcity of fish, the Deputy Jom nissioner introdiczd control of fish.
Will the - Government: be nle.sed to consider the question of restriction of
movement of fish from this State, specially from Goalpara to other States?

.Shri MOINUL. HADUIE CHOUDHURY: So far as the Deputy
Commissioner was coacarnad, he took the action without consulting the
¢Government_in the Fishsries Departwent. But so fir as the Fisheries
Degpartment- is conczroed, we think that such restrictions should not be
imposed without m :king availability of fish and thesupply position better.

Raja AJIT NARAYAN DEB (Kokrajhar): Sir, is it not a fact
that the terms of the lessees include a clause that 25 per cent of the fish
caught must be sold locally ?

 Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: Ithink there is such
a provision in the lease. ;

Raja AJIT NARAYAN DEB: Sir,may I know why this i ®0t
strictly observed ?
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lo/_;.i;
Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: Itshould be observed by
the lessees ; icis the responsibility of the Sabdivisional Officers and the

Deputy Commissiorers concerned to enforce it.  But I suppose - due to

difficulties inherent in a situation like this, this could not be fully
enforced,

Shri BISWADEV SARMA (Balipara): Sir, why the Government
cannot restrict the export o fish to outside and what is the reason ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: Aftrall fishis a perish-
able commodity. if we cannot wmake proper mairketing facilities for the
fish caught in th- border aress like Goalpara, e catch is likely to. :
perish. Tillwe can have marketing facilities and cold siorage arrange-

ments, I think this should not be imposed and our poor fisnermen snould
not be put to further difficultics.

Shri AKSHOY KUMAR DAS (Sarbhog) : Sir, may I know from
the honourable Minister whether the cold storage scheme is under a.tive
consideration of the Government ? = }

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: We have already sct up
one cold storage at Gauhati and one more is going to be setup by the
Agriculture Lepartment. As the hon. Members know in spite of our
best offorts we have not been able to make much hchway in this direc-
tion. There 15 difficulty in getting cquipments ; also there is difficulty of
getting cngineers to set up he plants. In iar:!: we have - not got an
engineers at all, to set up such cold storage. Tarlier I had requested the
Government of India to make available such engineers who could help
us in setting up cold storage, but they could not send anybody. At one
stage I personally requested the state Minister of the Government of
India, but he told me that they were also finding it difficult 10 get people
and advised me to approach private parties. We made some efforts in
this direction also ; I also personally met some private. enterprencurs and
requested them to sct up cold storages, but till now we have not been able
to make any headway. ; . 3

Raja AJIT NARAYAN DEB: Sir, may Tknow from the honouy-
able Miuister, if in the opiion of the Minister fish is not exported outside,
there will be wastage of fish caught ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE GHOUDH;URY: Tllus 1S not at all my
opinion, - We have taken up schemes to divert fish in other areas, of the
State, - So, it is only a question of timeto divert fih cat-h of Goalpara
and Barpeta from North Bengal to other placssin the state. [p Siha
words, it is a question ofg_lvmg markctmg facilities .t()'the fishermen.  As
you know, Sir, fish is a perishable commodity ; unl ess it is despatched withe
two or three hours, it willnot be eatable. commodity,

Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguri): gjip can
the Minister give us the price of fish—belore the contro] and after djecone
trol?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : Sir, [have
figures with me at the moment. The marl_iet price of f
Deputy Commissioner, Kamrup., The price fixed by ¢
sioner must be lower than the open market price at th

not ‘got the
sh was fixed by the
e Depury Commis-
¢ ime, of clamping,

s S
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the control. But that could not be fully enforced at Gauha 1 town. As
a result of control, I was tol , fish was diverted from Gauhati to other
areas where there was no control. People id not bring fish to Gauhati
as a  result of which there was more difficulty in the availability of
Gsh after control than could be anticipated before.

Shri BISWADEV SARMA: ‘ir, whether marketing scheme is in
operation in Goalpara area and if so, what is the 1esult ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDEURY : Not only in Goalpara,
it was also in operation at Gaubati. In fact we were bringing fish from
Goalpara and Barpeta and selling them in Shiliong markets. As the
hon. M-mbers know import of fish fiom Pakistan was stopped even
before Pakistan launched :ggression due (o shortage of foreign exchange
and since then the scheme had to be operated in Shillong.

Dr. HOMESWAR DEB CHOUDHURY (Patacharkuchi): What
is the total requirement of fish per duy at Gaubhati ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : There are no statistics,

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : Sir, what are the sources of
supply of fish to Gaunati ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : Primarily all the fisheries
of Kamrup District,

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

(To which answers were laid on the table)

Re: Inundation of Bokota and Thowra Monzas
Shri DURGESWAR SAIKIA (Thowra) asked:
10. Will the Minister, P.W.D. (E. & D.) be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that in Bokota and Thowra Mouzas cf
Sitszgar Sub iivision bunds were constructed on the Desang
and Demow rivers in course of the last 10 years ?

(b) Whether it is a fact that due to non-construction of Diroi
bund, major portion of Bokota and lhowra mouzas are
inundated every year causing damage to crops ?

(c) If so, what steps Government have taken in this matter ?

s!“j MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Flood Control)
yeplied:

10; (.)—on
(b,—Yes, to some exte nt,
(¢)==It is under examination.

e
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Shri DURGESWAR SAIKIA : Sir, since 1961 till to-day, the
Minister regularly replizd thatic was unccr examination. May I know

irom the Minister how long it will take to cxamine the matter and when
it will be finalised ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : Sir, it is not that the
Dimow area lias no: got zny e ubankment. The bunds so far constructed
are : (1) left bank-from Dekow-Dching Road to Dhari Ali—7 mules, (2)
right bank-from Demow-Dehing Road to approximately 3 miles downe
stream, (3) from Patsaku..... ...ceeciiieiennn.

Shri DURGESWAR SA KIA : I mean the Deroi river, not Dimow.,

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: The area along the Deroi
river is low and cets inundated to an average depth of 10 ft. or so
requiring high embankment. The rough estimate was that it would cost
about Rs. 11,89,000. If the cmbankment: are taken right upto Sepon-
Sunpura Road from Diroimulh, thelengtu will e about 25 miles and
wiil cost Rs, 17,325,000, First of all, there is difficulty irom the technical
point of view. The technicians feel that these areas should be filled up
a little befors embaukments are constructed. The second difficulty is the
cost. As the hon. Members know, if all the flood control schemes are to
be implemented, which is the desire of the hon. Membe s, the cost will
be not within crores but will run to over three hundred crores. The
Governor has gives the figurc in his Address.

Shri DUERGESWAR SAIKIA :ff2i3 sizitq f‘vrcrﬁti F4 ITS
4tz Beach) facs af? w2 facs ame Tz efqy wie frer Tfq
o491 (Feiee silt iz’ ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : I have alrcady replied
regarding Deroi river.

M. SPEAKER : The hon. Member said that the matter was under

exa:nination for a long time and he wanted to know how long will the
examination take.

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDH'JRY_: Ti.lcre are large number
of schemes in the State which are wider consideration for quite a long
time. There are too 1iany :chemes landj too many demands compared
to the funds available. Therefore, the Department will have 1o give
priority. This priority 1s not given by me alone, it 13 given by a Board—a
high-p. wered Board—presided over by the Ghief Minister, .n which the
Government of India aad its representatives are also associated.

Shri DULAL CHANDEA BARUA: May I know

: ) . whether thi
scheme was discussed in the last meeting of the State Flood Q this

ontrol Board?
Shyi MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: In the Jast meeting, no.

Shri DURGESWAR BSAIKIA: fifiglk sterg o @@
gat gifld AR — 91 ARTES R bet wvy wfvm @€
feam 59 @fbtr 4w sfwa 2 3
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Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : «fem 7[<f 2'5
(FABIe @Bl @Bl ¢F U®d 149 AGEA | g9l AfvEEaniE skl
¢ FiE BF 4@ czfza f¥ew afeaitars > 3 b1 43w ¢z whtm |
faSlm F0 78 I=o sizca A8 A cifgral | I=@ @EltE (R @S
gifz Im 6 FfAeE 8 AFGERIT iZd TN IR (FraeE «oEEws
b I T 41 1 o o O ol M ol I (ol 1 O e ) L o o o
38 ¢Fib BFER fuatew | @femt  wiEmE k8 FIT B FW ool 2w
ze? Wity | w3 i BRR FT OIE (U areews Sl
S I TN o T () N (o O T O O e < o .
AFqi@ PFR TefEd FRed |

. Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: %7 wztvcy oot
a-¢ (I beitr fra tzog corw 9 0> CFI B «wm iRm0

Shra MOINUL HAQUE CHLUDHURY : witdiwicaes
7 g9 fios w9t $E ¢

. Shri BISWADEV SARMA: The Minister said that this scheme
was not discussed in the mecting of the Flood Control Board. MaylI
know what is the nature of consideration that was given to this scheme,
since it did not cowme before theymeeting at a'l ? :

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: Itdid not come in the
last meeting specifically, but from time to time we discuss these scheme
generally. Tnen, the draft master plan is there, in which all these are
included. The draft master plan was discussed in the last meecting.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: May I know when the draft
scheme for this project was prepared by the Government ? ‘

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: Itis not possible for a
Minister to give dates ol framing of individual schemes, costing Rs. 311
crores in all and running hundrveds in number.

Shri DURGESWAR SAIKIA: In reply to (b), the Government
admits that crops were damaged to some extent. May 1 know to
what extent ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHRURY: For the details, a question

may please be sent to the Revenue Department. It is their responsibility
to collect these details, '

Re: Demarcation of heoundaries of Fisheries

. . Dr. GHANASHYAM  DAS (North Salmara, Reserved for
Seheduled Castes) asked :

11. Will the Minister, Veterinary (Fishery) be pleased to state—
(a) Whether Government is aware that the boundary disputes
fg‘eque;nly take place in connection with fisheries in the
lale |

(b) If so, what steps Government has taken to demarcete the
boundaries of fisherigs ?
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3 lSci]lri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Fisheries)
replied :

11, (a)--Yes,

(b)—Government received a number of representations both from
the public as well as from the lessces of some fisheries regarding unauthorised
encroichments as also issue of annual and periodic pattas _within a few
fisheries. On receipt of the same, reports were called for from the Deputy
Chonmissionars ani  Sabdivisional Offic-rs concerned. Government then,
after having satisfied wih th=reports of the loca' OTicers concerned on
specific encroach nents an iiswue of pattas coasidered it expedient to evict
those encroachers and cancel such pattas, where found, at an early date.
Insiruction:, were thersfora, issuzl to the lIocal authorities to look into
each such ctse personally and take st2ps to easre thit all such eacroachears
were evicted without delay and annual and periodic pattas cancelled early.
They were furthr instrucred to refer the cases where periodic pattas were
issued within fisheries to the respective Commissioners of Divisions, who are
compzent t» caacal such pacas as per Ru'es. Oareceipt of Governmeat
order; activns were tiken o-omotly by the Ofizers conce ned and Govern-
ment informed accordinzly on th= actions taksn. In any case. since, then
complaints on this account,ars much at a low ebb. Deputy Commissioners
and Subdivisional Officers are taking appropriate actions on the genuine
issues as soon as they are reported to them on the line of Government’s above
cirzular.

: Dr. GHANASHYAM DAS: Will the hon..Minister detail a special
officer for demarcating all the undemarcated fisherics all over the State to
avoid dispute ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: We have not got any
special officer. Demarcation has got to be done by the Revenue Depart-
ment. We have got to request the Deputy Commissioners and Subdiyi-
sional Officers to use their nor aal staff to do it. We have alrzady sent -a
circular to that effect. Ifany specific case is brought to our notice we
will ask th: Deputy Commissioner or the Subdivisional Officer, as the case
may be, to do the demarcation expeditiously. i

Shri MOHANANDA BORA (Bihguria): & W o o
@ 5T FiEAE AT 2Rl Fiad 29 :m—:s Fifem My e ity
ds 4t Friais by 9ie FEAdiEe (6 Wi iz 9w sug i
e e = B 1 kA B (> L LS

Shri MOINUL H ' QUE CHOUDHURY : Demarcation

gar wes D. C. =@ S, D. O. @@ circular =g e
Shri BISWADEV SARMA (Balipara): s o ceceo
wifer cotat Tt I8} TR O (7 2 ) thma-@

i Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : wsifes am%
R @ | ' i

3
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Shrimati LILY SEN GUPTA (Lahaol) :I"TE? FCEivea gt T
& Sadiya transferred area @ fishery @ a3 T Fg e Fhag o foeds

TES 96T U Wift ABE Al G ey 2

Shri MOINUL HADQUE CHOUDHURY: a7 42 fafee
(53 TN AT | FE qraeq fHpam wwdE w9l e eT 3ty wie

CEfElT ceieE edfe wiime wEcd Fowe fran C2Tg |

Sh=i KHOGENDRA NAT!I BARBARUAH (Amguri) : May I know
why fisheries are settlad with lescces without dzmarcation of boundaries ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE ~HOUDHURY: . The positi_on u_nf'ortuga-
tely, Sir, is this: an enquiry revealed that we had a fishery register in which
fisheries were registered without detailing to the desired extent boun-

daries and areas. ! his came out as a result of Ramesh Chandra Com-
mittee’s Enquiry Report, Since then steps are beng taken to properly
demarcate the boundaries of fishziies and take further follow-up action,

Shri LAKSEIMI PRASAD GOSWAMI Laharigh=t):
Governiment propose to cancel paitas within che fsheries ?

How do the

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: There iz provision for
cancelling annual pattas. ;

Shri LAKSHMI PRASAD GOSWAMI: What about periodic pattas ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: Of course I quite agree
with tbe hon. Member that there would be sorae difficulties 1n sowe cases.
Regarding periodic patta once an order is passed ard the matter has
proceede:d beyond a certain procodural limit, we canilot ancel it.  In fact
there has been a number of case not only in Fisheries Department but also in
thc Reveune Department itself that in the matter of tottlement  of land
some Revenue stafl have been found to be guilty of not following the Rules.
The .House may remember that the Minister f Revenuc made 2 statement
in this House givine the numier of officers in the Revenue Department

inst whom disciplinary actions were taken as they were fourd defaulting
in discharging their duties.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Jorhat): Have the Government
r.eccwcd any representation from peop e that <ue to the wrong demarca-
tion of Deghali  Beel a serious law and order situatio:: has arisen in that
area and if so what steps Government have taken for that 7

~ Sbri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: Ido not think there way
any reprcsentation to me asking about toundzry Cemarcation. If I
remember aright there was a representation to me with the demard that
this fisher y should not be auction d and it shculd be lefi open for fshi :
by thﬁi:_‘l:b_hcdofﬂl.at arca. It is difficult to accede to thi kind of "Cqu(:E
as once it is done in one place there wi emand for A
B fheStaie D there will be dema or such free ﬁShmg

-+ 'Shri- DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: May I know fro a
Minister whether this particular shery was uop originaily in;lu;:_{ -_ff";

publiu talisey ?

3
S R . s o L L
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Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : I am not aware of that.
Shrj DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: May I know on what datc
demarcation was made for this beel ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUEZ CHOUDHURY: The demand from some
members of the public of that area was : ot for demarcat on but the demand
was that they must fish free with the result the poor lessee was in troubles
and he came to the Government saying that he would not continue with
the lease and .hat Government should accept his resignation.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: May I inform the hon.
Minister that this is not a fact but the fact is that the i cople were 1epre-
genting regarding the demarcation of ihe boundary which was found
defective, especially because ons new area which was formerly used by
public for free fishing has been included ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: I havegiven out what
is in my intormation. If the hon, Member has got any other inf{ rmation
than what I know, he may write to me conveying those specific information
and I will look into the matter.

Shri SYED AHMED ALI (Gauripur): Sir,as a result of the dis-
putes in demarcating the boundarics of different ﬁshersca. in the State many
lessees have suffered loss, may I know whether the hon. Minister will consider

to compensate their losses ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : I am sorry, Sir, I cannot
give such an assurance.

Re: Dikhow River Erosion

Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguri) asked :

12. Will the Miniscer, P.W.D. (F. C. & L) be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that the Dikhow river is eroding the left
bank on the 17th mile (Dechial village) and the bund is
already breached ? ;

(b) If so, whether Government will take sieps to repair the bund

and put spur to prevent further erosion ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Flood
Control) replied :

12. (a)—Yes. The Dikhow river is eroding the left-bank on the 17¢h
mile. The bund is not yet breached.

(b)—No, but proteccive measures to hold the bank line at the
prmnt_position are being taken up along with retirement.

Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH: What is the distance
fyom the siver to the bund at present ?
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Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : A part ofthe embankment
has alr-adv been eroled. About the exact distance I have not got the
information. ]

Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH: Whatis the estimated
cost of the retirement «nd the protective measures ? :

_Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY . Ihave not got the figure
with me.

Re: Damage of Food crops by Imsects, Pests, etc.

Shri INDRESWAR KHAUND (Jaipar) asked:
13. Will the Ministerain-charge of Agriculture be pleased to state—

(a) The qupantity of food crops annually damaged by insects, pests,
etc ?
{b) The measures taken to check ?

Shri MOINU. d QUL CHOUDIURY (Miaistsr, Agriculture)
replied :
13. (1)——[1‘. is not pg'sib'c to assess precisel 3 = by insects and
: 35101 553 y this dimage by 1asec:
pests. Tae probable anaua: s in [;1112. is taken as L0 per cent of the
production for all practical purpose.

(b)—Following measures are taken t» check the loss—

(i) Pesticides are issued at 50 per cent subsidised rates to the
___ cultivaors, i<
(ii) In case of outbreaks of diseases in epidemic
pests, pesticides are issued free and contro
organised by the Extension staff with the help an

v, OPcration of the cultivators.

(i) Equipments for applying the pestici
out to the cultiva.ors free of charge ;
wi'ling to possess their own equipments

. at 50 per cent subsidised rates to them.

\iv) Demonstrations are conducted at different P
the cultivators with the preventive and contr
the different diszases and insects, pests, €fC-» a1
and handling of the pesticides and equipments:

form a.nd insect
| operaiions are
d co-

des to the crops arc lent
to those who are
these are Aalso sold

laces to acquaint
ol methods of
d in the use

(v) Farmers are given institutional fraining and .also training at
€amps organised in different parts of the Blocks from time
to time where they are cold about the pests and the diseases
which cause damage to the crops ; methods of their control
and prevention are explained and the handling of the
equipments and the use of pesticides demonstrated.

(vi) Instructions are issued as and when necessary by the extension

staH and al‘o . : : t
when requi;e df'-‘PPINES of equipmen

(vii) Campaigns are also organized from Hime t0 time for the con-

trol of rais, WL - 1)

s and pesicides made.
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Shri MOHANANDA BORA (Bihpuria): In aswer to (b) the Govern-

ment has stated r garding measures taken to check insects, pests, etc., but
may T know from Government whether the pr-ticide used for potato

diseases had any effect during the last pntato season ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : Sir, such reports dere
received about application of b itex for prevention of late blight disease
and we are looking into, them. I wou'd iike to inform the h n. Members
that blitex is not a medicine for the cure of the disrase but it is a
preventive for tne same. In fact, technical advice given is that no
effective medicine for blight has yet been discovered. Spraving of blitex
is a prophylectic measure. Once a field is already affectrd by blight
if blitex is wused probably there +ill be no resuir. 1 am told this is an
airborne disease and thus is ¢ rrie | by air from one field to another.

Shri BISWADEV SARMA (Balipara) : May I know from the
Mini-ter the extent cf areas affected last year by insects and pests ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : It has already been
replied that it is not possible to assess precisely this damage bv insects
and pests and that the probable annual loss  in India iy taken ag
10 per cent of the production for all practical purposes.

Shri STANLEY D D. NICHOLS ROY [Gherrlp_unji (Reserved
for Scheduled Txibes)] :  nthe answer-to (bi (v) 1t is stated that
farmers are given insti utional iraining and also tralning at camps
or anised in different -arts of the ‘‘locks from time to time, Mav T
know whether there is any in titutional training or traming in camps
organised in the Blocks in the hills and in the U. K. & |. Hills
m particular ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : Yes, bu_t if details are
asked in  connection wih this question I can-ot possibly give them
without notice.

- Shri INDRESWAR KHAUND (Jaipur): May I know whether after
taking  these measures as replied in  (b), there have heen any
improvement in pr:venting the damages ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHJOUDHURY : Certainly there has been
improvemenr but not to the extent one wou'd expect. as these trainings
must go hand in hani with cduca.tlfm. The culti varors should know
and undersiand the causes of the dissases and measures to he ik
and for that some education is necessacy.

_ Shri DULAL CHANDRA _Bu_{UA (Jorhat) : May I know, Sip
whether  Government is thinking it necess ry o have this uhiec;;
included in the Hgner Seconlary level of ed ication ? g

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : Tais is 5 matter o
policy. .

Shri. BISWADEV SARMA : May I know how the Governrent is
contemplating to deal with the situation ?
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Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : So far as blight disease
is concerned, whether thece is incidence of this diszase or not, all the
agriculturists must be induced to take prophylectic measu€s by spraying

.« done in almost all advanced countries; at least this i3

pei;icides as 18 )
wilat they have been doing.

Complaint regarding the number of questions replied to
during the earlier Sessions and he Budget session, 1966.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : (Jorhat) Sir, I should like to
bring to your notice that the replies to the questions put in the earlier
Sessi ns were not satisfactory and in this Session also up till now we
have found that only a limited mnumber of qu stions has been replied.
I hope, Sir, you wil see that steps arc taken tO expedite replies to
the questions in this Session of the House.

Mz. SPEAKER : We have already taken steps in this regard to
see that answeis are expedited.

Further information on Unstarred Question No.9, dated 25th
February 1966
Re: Discharge of Ungualified Primary School Teachers

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister)s Sir, yesters
day some hon. Members wanted to know the dates of the disposal of the
cases filed by the discharzed Primary Sche ol Teachers in the High Court. I
can give the information now. The High Court has so far disposed of 21
cases in 3 batches. One batch of 8 cases were disposed of on 9th Septem=
ber, 1964. Another batch of 3 cases were dispostd of on 30th March, 1965,
The third batch of 10 cases were disposed of on 19th January, 1966. The
Supreme Court has gran'ed special leave for appeal in respect of the first
batch of 8 cases on sth January, 1966. ety

With regard to the three cases which were disnosed by the High Gourt
on the 30th March, steps have been taken to move the Supreme Court
for special le ve by the Law Department. For the third patch of cases the
High Court has granted leave for appeal to Supreme Court.

Re: Address by Shri Tarlok Singh, Member, Planning
Commission :

ghei BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister): Sir, the
hon, Members -now that a Member of the Planning Commission, Shri
Tarlok Singh with a team of experts has been spending considerable nume
ber of daysin our State touring in the Hills Districts. 1 requested him ' hag
it would lLie perhaps very nice if he addresses the hon. Mcrbers of this House
some time when it ig convenient for him. He "as said that he would be
yery glad to meet bon. Members of the House on the 3rd March. -May
T request you to kindly fix a time ?

My, SPEAKER : 1 think it is the general desire of the House. * 'He
will address the hon. Members in the Art Gallery on the *rd March, Thurs
dav, at 3:30 - p. M. Will it - be couvenient to. all Members ?
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URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE

Mr, STANLEY D. D. NICHOLS-ROY [Cherrapunji (Reserved for
Scheduled Tribes:)] Sir, a programme has b en finalised and also cir-
culated, accordin; to which he nas given time to meet the local leaders an
representative at 3-30 P, M. 3

Mr, SPEAKER: If he isengaged at 3-30 p. M. some other time will
be fixed up and tae hon. Memb rs wili be informed.

Calling Aitention to a matter of urgemnt Public Imporiance—
News published in the Hindusthaw Standard, dated ithe
11th February, 1966 under the Caption “Bjg Fire at
Silchax™

Shri DULAL CHYANDRA. BARUA (Jorhat): My, Speaker, Sir, 1
want to draw the attention of the hon’ble Minister far Revenue to an urgent
marter of public importance and of recent occurrence that a big fire took
place at Fatakbazar at Silchar on the 9th February causing extensive damage
to 10 double-stori d CG. I. Sheet shops which with a huge quantiry of food
atuff stored in them were burnt, This l:as caused a geat loss to owners as
nearly all these shops were damaged and also buildins materials to the extent
of a big amount. My intention in drawing attention of the hon’ble Minister is
to know whether the Government have mde any enqiiry nio the cause of
that fire havoc and whether any relief has besn so fur given and what is the
estimated loss caused by the devastating fire ?

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister, Revenue' : Mr. Speaker, Sir,
the fire took place on 6th Febraary 1966 and not on Sth February 1965, as
mentioned in the call attention motion. It occurrei at 1-30 A. M. At first
it started from one tea stall and spread to 9 other shops. The fire hrigade
immediately came and controlled the entire fire within a short time. 'The
entire operation was combleted within 3 hours. The number of shops that
were lost by fire is as follows = ;

1. Tea Stall = e 1
2, Grocery Shops 5
3. Stationery Shops .. ves ass 2
4 - Pan Biri Shop ... T o T 1
5. Exmpty Godown ... A T 1

It isnot a fact that 10 double storied C. I. Sheet roofed godown, with
huge stocks of food-stuff were damaged. All the houseswere of C, 8. roofs walls
of single stories, There were some I:OOdStUE injthe: 5 grocery shops, _ The
total loss of these Grocery shops is estimated at Rs.44,000-00. "The valuation
of the houses gutted by fire is Rs.34,200°00. The loss of stocks in the other
shops is estimated at Rs.16,200:00. - Tutal loss on the whole is, therefore
R&w‘,wgw. ] 5

Of the 5 grocery shops, 4 are covered by insurance
satiouery sbops, -oue is covered by insurance. and of the 8
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The Deputv Commissioner says that nobody has asked for either
gr-tuitous relief or loans He thinks :nat no graiuitous relief is actually
necessary as their miin houses elsewhere e in tact 30 fir as loan is -on.
cerned according to him, nobedy seems interestzd in the same because
those whose losses have be - n considerab'e are covercd by insurance policies,
However, if any prayer o~ loan is received, Deputy Gommissioner will send
his recornmendation for granting the sane immediatelv. In this connection, it
may be noted that on las: Jth January «lso another fire took place in the
same Fatak Bazar in anoi]er part and i is said that occurrence of fire in
Fatak Bazar is a common thing -

Shri TARAPADA "HATTACH \RJEE (Katigora) . Sir, as stated
by the hon’ble Minist:-.r_‘ when these fir-s breas o.t f‘i‘eq-‘lchtlv, do sovern-

ment consider to investigaie the entire matter €3 that loss cannot occur sa
frequently ? X

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA: Sir, T have given this information
after investigation and after proper eng iry.

M. SPEAKER : His point is what steps are being taken to" stop
further recurrence of fire. '

Shri SIDDH[NA'IT{ SARMA - Sir, I shall refer the matter to the
Depaty Commissioner,

Debate on: the Governor’s Add:ess

Shri SURENDRA NATH DAS (3arama Reserved
f9r Sched iled Trib::s): B o e & s -3 1 P 1 ) (G
447 Vﬁiﬂmﬁ W AT G e s i A9 1L Gife siiE
S99 f?fﬁ’!?l CNPAFAT Jirg qealy qrg 9@t —aAtiR 9T T |
f;:‘_ 5‘;‘3; JUHS, 2 AN oitag afe s foT @ SR gt wt
%‘I'Fj LR ER s SHsre s Wi it S

I';\?r A N Boqros
2?21'; 208 B B stirg angy T cxew | a2 crEs 9y fRfdEis
T v &%, OOfcte wie a e wreh R e
jm,w T St I-‘E(_f%ﬂ ROD l‘: --«T . :
l 1 1 o =
ZERk . :
TR %‘ﬂsﬂ:ma SUNS) T syt offr 7 A @A TN cvte
T i = - i

Ty oy @;?qum e v ofs  Separatist SR cHfivd

P 3 ey - s o =1
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T TNSe Py cwas BRI AR FwCH
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W4 [ cFicn 8 i Class VI &7 wiga 1% fisg wiacd 35921 159 ateat |
T 1B FRI CIRME (0T A9 4 WA 1 Tral< %) 29 Al wwe
Ri@-giamse+ afc feala 92 3619 =i |

T IEN CFTG (TIAE AIRm ST orte RS oeidEe g
s AT | @R IW  gastro enteritis wWF IcHA T I=S Nz
1 4R cvEy wiiE Hi% aoifiEee fin siew @y @i
@R TES T9 AT FLOA | IR o Tete se @ Aisig |
97 7Rer8 Sulpha Guinidine ™SI #<1 17 J@e Tz Zid I
Fig | Afers? 42 8 i Subsidised Dispensary iqe Sl
g afet | €T wles 3 cieifae swo: swiftels frais
79 ditsl | AR AT 9% HeERe 8y 4iffes Fiatd wwes sle |
B¥ grant frw @l | f@EiF Subsidised  Dispensary wics
CRINS BIFIT Al 97971 25 =itst ; wiw Irimary Health unit 3
TATRG 23 @ivd | wiw indoor patient IR IEE 29 AR |

749 I @ gla-gdk Fiws T, B. i o titw 1 @8 ST
wifer pifvewicsn  wieff . «fvg | gl @ wwn ot 33 734
aftel | B @ 5IFICT frR @B 9w ¥ SR St Aty gmiean
wify AR S [Feme s gagife geaw 927 wifls @wm fwes-fiea
R wiea g | gisale fFpEE  wese GwRiET iyt 5 witg--
wive 2t BfEGER Wity | R0 BT ke bRl M9 &l | TRiwa Az
(T CSTA A (B9 AR 4179 FE AW FR oS | @R wiee
%8 @ credit relief Co-operative societics I ditafe 531 fs
1 97 @it EETI .09 Fhaeien ArEsitel THE 597 W O [T
TIPIRE Ol Gt Aite «R cAlas Ci AR SRl eiis g@e-
wiom cIFsa a9 A dite | omeien 9a: credit Co-operative 3
5971 59 aedl | wifg afgn S TiT Gt FGeR ANEE 4kt
G2fem @' 1 o Fd gk s aRTE R ket 23 )
2T | (1R Tt taS uite €% ARy {elY ©R 2@ ook 9t el
iz ¢ix I abEt JifEa |

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CEHOUDHURY (Minister Agriculture,
Flood Control, etc.): Mr. Speaker, Sir, quitc a number of hon. Mem-
bers have complained that details }_Ja-d‘ not beern given in the Governor’s
speech. Sir, in { ct the some criticlm was niade with regard to the
paragraphs mentioning the activitics of the Agr:_tulture Department in the
speech « f the Governor, I wo-.xl'd lik- to point out to the hon, _Members ﬂ_mt
this practice of either the President or ’tI'.c Govenor addr‘?s%mg the_Ses.v.lon
is somewhat analozous with the Iing’s speech in the British parliament.
Such a speech from the Thione cenerally dea]rs w;th the broad policy
matters and programmes of work for the year 1o le fullO\\'ed'b}~ the King’s
Governmeat. It is never over-burdened with defails.  Article 87 angd 176
of the Constitution of India also do mnot emom  such details Boing
given. Itisonly in th Budget Speech one could expect some details.

However, Sir, I share with r.‘r_le Hsuse th-_-. anxiety about the food
situation n the country, and therefere, I would like to rive'sorae details in
matter., There is 110 doubt abouf the fact that the food situation in  the

untry asa whole is nota very happy one  This is due tg
COUPY Sie. Il over - India in the year 1965-66, No d the draught,
foTe dUEe, AL OVE R e (5 YRAE S0, No doubt, some shortage
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has already been m-t by bringing wheat from the United States of
Ame ica under PL 480, but thereis a big gap between the requirement
and the actual availability of rice.

Sir, the production of rice in the year 1964-65 in the whole country
was 38,73,2000 tons. From the preliminary fore-casts given by tie different
States it has been estimated that in the year 1865 there may be a producuon
of 3,20,33.000 tons of paddy. But later on, from the indications reccived
from the various States iucluding ours show that this figure may come
down when the final prod.ction picture emerges. But whatever may
come out of the Statistics Department, even if we, for the present, mnus
one figure from the other it would be seen that there isa shortfall of about
66,99,600 tons of rice in India in one year, i.e., in 1965 compared to the
production in 1964. Almost all the States show a decrease in production.
In the past years also we had imported some rice from various countries.
In the year 1963 the Government of India imported 4:83 lakh tons cf rice
from outside; in 1964 it rose to 6'45 lakh tons and in 1965 to 7:83
lakh tons. So far as this year is concerned, owirg to the difficult foreign
exchange situation and difficulty in general of obtaining rice from other
cantries it has not been possible 1o plan for the normal import of rice
in 1966. However, the present indications are that we wouid get rice
to the extent of 15 lakh tois from U.A.R. and ©¢:10 lakh tons fiom
British Guiana. Thus the total quaatity which may be available for
import is of the order of 2 95 tons.

Last year under PL 480 we brought 2-8 lakh tons of rice from
United States of America. But this year it would not be possible to get
this or any quantity as the production of rice in U.3.A. has been
decreased. Therefore, under PL 480 agreement it would not be possible
to import any quantity ofrice from U.S.A. Whatever they would give
us it would be wh=at. As a ainst 2 demand of 28:'27 lakh tons on them
this year, the Governmeat of India expect to make available 18:5 lakh
tons of rice by way of internal and external procurement for distribution
in the country. Thus there would be a big gap of about 10 lakh
tons of rice in the country., The gap is much wider with regard to
wheat but it is expected that almost whole of it can be met by import.

Sir, from these figures it would be seen that the availability of rice
both within the country and outside is decreasing every year and the reason
for this is the terrific population explosion going on in the world as a
whole. The House will be surprised to learn in what proporticn the
world population is increasing. From 1650 to 1850 it took 200 years
for the world to double its population but from 1850 to 1950 it took
only 100 years to double itself again. It is predicted that from 1950 it
will take only 50 years to double the world population. Sir, I am
bringing these facts and figures to the notice of the House to show the
necessity of giving very great importance to the population control.
Either for Assam or for Inda, as a matter of f ct for the world asa
whole, the food problem will remain a problem unsolved for ever, if we
do not take particular care about it. I am glad that the Governor in
his Address has mentioned about the necessity of family planning. Sir,
it may be mentioned that the world population is increasing by 5 to '6
crores a years World added a population as big as that of Jrance in
1964. What about India ? The population of India in 1951 was 3618
willion ; in 1962 it has become 439-2 million thus adding 77'4 million
people in this periodto be fe! by Iudia. Since 1962 it is calculated
there h.a'd been an increase of 5 to 6 crores of people waking inall

probability the population of India 500 million.
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3ir, since independence there has been an increase of 35 per cent in
our agricultural production but the food problem has not been solved. It
is because food could not be increased at the rate at which people had
been increasing. In fact, food can’t be increased at that rate.- So we have
been importing food from foreign countries. Even then we cannot
meet the eatire demand, This shortage and the consequent import have
brought in trails of complications internally and internationally for India
as a whole. Now, let us take the case of Assam. Sir on the eve of in-
dependence, that is, when India became independent, the population
of Assam was estimated to be 82 lakhs. According to 1951 census, the
population became 88,31.00 which in 1961 census rose to 1,18,73,000.
It will be seen from these figures at what rate the population in Assam
has been increasing. After 1961 census there had been another 4 years
and during these years we must have increased. Taking the past rate
of increase into consideration the Statistics Department has estimated
the Assam population to be 1,32,59,000 in 1965 and 13,630,252 in 1966.
All these are duc to the fact that India is having at every minute 20 to 21
new babies and hourly about 1,200 babies. Assam is no less. We are
giving birth to 22 babijes every hour. As I said, it is estimated that
in 1966 the figure will come up to 1 crore 36 lakhs in Assam.
Thus it will be seen, Sir, that since the last census in 1961
Assam shall have, till the end of the next Dcc_embcr, 17,57,000 new
mouths to be fed in the shape of new babies along with other
babics, grown up into adults, consuming more food. When the people
talk that there has been no increase in food prodaction, since 1951, T will
like to point out to them that if the production has not increased hw
the increasing mouths numbering nearly 48 laihs from 1951 are being
fed? If the production would have remained static it would not have
been possible to feed the increasing population. Sir, I would like to give
to the hon. Members the figures of production in Assam., In 1951-52
our production was 1493 lakh tons of rice. In 1961-62 the produciion
increased to 17-72 lakh tons of rice ; in 1962-63 it was 15-96 lakh tons ; in
1963-6G4 the production was 18:87 lakh tons and in 1961-65 it was increased
to 19°11 lakh tons, Therefore, the statistics will show that there has been
a steady increase in our production. The fact that we have gotto feed as
much as over 17} lakhs of new mouths from 1961 to 1966 without increas-
ing the import—in fact we are not importing any rice for the last two years—
would show that there has been a steady rise in the production.” Since
1951, when our production was only 14°93 lakh tons, Assam has added
48,00,000 of people, almost half a crore. Wherefrom they are being
fed if the agriculwral production in the State had not or has not made
any progress ? The hon. Members know that till the year 1963-64 Assam
had been importing rice, getting allocatiozns from the Government of

.India. But thanks, in 1964-65 we did not ask for any rice from the Govern-

ment of India. Rather we sent out. When in the Governor’s Address
on the floor of this Houselast year it was stated that We would be export-
ing some rice to out-side Assam, I still remember, Shri Dy]a] Barua then
said, while specking on the motion on the Governoy’s Address, that it
was impossible and we were playing urnecessarily with the figures and
the life of the people. But our figures will show that we did actuallv
export some rice to other States and did not play with anybody, I will
give the figures now. In the year in question, we supplied to Tripura
5,000 tonnes of rice, to Defence Services 1,607 tonn:s of rice; we gave
to Nagaland 231 tonnes of rice; we gave to N.E. F, A 2,805 tonnes of

rice and to the Political Officer, Khansa in N, E. F. A. 493 tonnes of rice
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for the Chakma refugees there; later on, another instalment of 988 tonnes
of paddy was given for the same purpose. How it became possible ?
If the production was static and when there was no import, it would not
have been possibie because the Minister-in-charge of Agriculture does not
bave a magic wand. I do not have an Aladin’s lamp. I wish I had one.
But I must strike a note of warning for the future despite the rosy pic-
ture of the past. We anticipated that our production this year would
be 19-78 lakh tons of rice on the basis of the figure given by the Statis-
tics Department as a forecast but it appears now that the actual pro-
duction will be '18:46 lakh tons of rice. This is, of course, not a firm
figure because the spring paddy has not been harvested as yet and when
the spring paddy is harvested there may be slight variation in the figure.
It seems, like the other States of India draught and irregular rains have
affected paddy production in our State also but notto the extent suffered
by other States. Anybody who had gone outside Assam will bear me
out that the availability of rice in our State is much better than any
other part of the country. It has been calculated, taking our popu-
lation in 1966 as 1 crore 36 lakhs, that our requirement of food w uld
be 17:059 lakhs tons and if we add to that 68,367 tons which is re-
quired by the cultivators for seed, at the rate of 25 seers per acre, our
requirement comes to 18-27 lakh tons as against an availability of 18+46 lakh
tons of rice, little more or less which will be confirmed when we harvest
our spring paddy. We aie assuming that our spring paddy production
- will be the same as last year while putting the production figure at 1846
I .kh tons of rice. Thusit will be seen tha: if we tishi
in storage as well as in our food habit, we may not h.ve
provided our Ahu cr p is fairly well. But we must remember that when
we live in a scarcity condition all around with a wide border like o' rs, one
has got ta be verv cautious We have borders with N, E, F. A, Man,ipur
Tripura, Bhutan, Nurth Bengal #nd Nagzland within our own country:
and all of them are uighly deficit areas. We bave al.o our border with
Pakistan. Anybody can carry some amount of rice with him while travel-
ling back. Any brother from N. E. F, A. or other adjoining areas can
come down 1o our market. and carry little rice while retuining back. We
cannot stop them; we should not.

Therefore, there are certain drains on us, unnoticed and ¢ ften unknown
Some drains we allow knowingly which we should ajlow :
to tishten against large scale unauthorised movement ou side Assam
All measures against smuggling should be taken, otherwise there may be
difficulty.  There will be certainly some sympathetic rise in the prices
even in Assam, because prices are very high in the whole of the country
I was told, in some parts of India rice is being sold at Rs 169 to Rs.200
per quintol. It this report is correct, you can expect that there will be
some sympathetic rise of price in Ass»m also. 1 would, therefore, strike
a note of caution in this matter and would request the hon. Members to
be vigilant against a'l kinds of anti-social activities so far as smupgling of
rice to ortside the State is concerned.

Sir, in my speech delivered on 12th March 1965 in the House while
intervening in the Budget discussion I gave quite a large amoun: of details
about the problems of agriculture and the steps we had taken. Therefore,
I do not propose to repeat them and thereby take the time of the House,
Most of the problems referred to now had been discussed in that speech
and elaborate replies were given. I now come to some of the specific

problems referred te by some of the hon. Members, Sir, Shri Pabin
Sarma.......

en the wastage
much difficulty,

but we must try

-
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Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHAR]JEE (Katigora): Sir, I want to
know from the Agriculture Minister, what is the land brought under culti-
vation in the mean time ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: For which year the hon.
Member is referring to ?

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE: I wantto have up-to-date
figures. That will give us some idea. :

Mr. SPEAKER: He means the land under paddy cultivation.

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: Paddy cultivation, yes,
Sir, I have got the figures. In the year 1951-32 it was 16:53 lakh hectors
in—

1952-53 ... 1677 lakh hectors
1953-54 550 16,87 o ”»
1954-55 ... 1659 ”
1955-56 ... 1703, 5
1056557 BTt 7=0 0 SN o
1957-58 ... 17-14 ,, P
4958250t 1 8r >
1959-60 ... 1812 5
1960-61 ... 18:40 ,, 55
196162 .. 1884 ,, = ¢
1952368138 tves 1191 320 5
1963-64 .. 1844 »

1964.65 according to final forecast,
it is 19:04 lakh hectors,

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Jorhat): Whether it includes
the whole State also ? ]
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Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: Of course, Assam as
a whole.

‘Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : Regarding one point, Sir, I do
not get any clarification, that is about the fertilisers. The fertiliser figures

show...

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : 1 will be coming to
that specifically. I may not mention all the names of hon. Memrhers
but all the subjects referred to by them will come in my reply.

- Sir, Shri Pabin Sarma made a referencetoa copy of the ““Assam Infor-
mation®® and from it he quoted the average annualyield of paddy per
hector ia Assam as 45 Kg. when the annual increase itself in other areas in
the country was much higher than that. T have looked into the matter,
Sir, I am really very sorry to say that this anonymous article which has
been published in the Assam Information has given all wrong figures about

Assam. :

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE : But it is the Government
who published this book. :

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : That is why T have expres-
sed regret ; otherwise for somebody’s .rticle why should I expre:s regret ?
Sir, it has been ascertained from the Dire:torate of Informaticen apd
Public Relations, Assam that the article was contributed by some one f; ren
the Namrup Fertiliser Factory. The article itself is about Namrup Fertiliser
Factory in which the trend of production in Assam and in the country was
referred to incidentally. But the Directorate of Information and Pyupiie
Relations could not furnish us the name of the writer as the manuscript i
gaid to be now at Gauhati wherefrom this Assam Infcrmatiqn was publish-
ed. It is a matter of great regret for me that this article was
published without due caution. According to the figures with
me, Sir, the average annual increase per hector during 1951.59
to 1961-62 was5'4Kg. and during 1951-52 to 1961-65 it was 8 Kg. There-
fore the figures given in the article are not correct. If the hon.” Members
again want the annual production inactual Keg, T cangive them. It is in
the increase as | have said. The actual position is Jike this:—

In year 1951-52, the average yield was 918 Kg; in 1963-64 it was
1019 Kg; in 1964-65 the final forecastis ]_OZOKg. Therefore Sir, there hasg
been an increase also in this respect. One of the hon. Members raised g

question saying that with regard to the package district, the Governor should .

have given some more details. Sir, I am giving the details now. There,
also, Sir, has been an increase in the production. In the year 1962-63, the
production 1n Cachar district was 1,66,402 tons, in 1963-64 it was 2,24,637
tons; in 1964-65, it is 2,60,115 tons. I am not giving the figures for 1965.
66 because these are only forecasis and therefore, would be a little mislead-
ing. But there is bound to be a little less produgtion than the forecast
because of the drought condition. Sir, with regard to the yield in Cachar
districtin the year 1963-64, the average of autumn paddy per hector was
827 Kg. Itrose to 1015 Kg. in 1964-65 and 1134 Kg. in 1963-66, according
to the final forecast. The figures for winter rice in the years 1962-64,
[964-65, 1965-66 were 1044 Kg., 1334 Kg. and 1186 Kg. (provisional) respecs

| tively. I cauntell the hon. Membears that the Package Programme had over-
| come the teething difficulties and it is going on according to plan well.

A

B
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~ Sir, I would now like to deal with the question of blight disesesa
This has agitated and rightly so, the minds of the hon. Members. There
has been the incidence of this disease in an epidemic form and quite exten=-

.= sively in the last potato season ; there has been damage. I am really very

=3

" their constituents, to take to prophy

* sufficient internal pro

. consumption in the State.

That is 10,000 tons.

sorry aboutit. We came to know about the incidence of this disease first
from the Hajo area and the Director of Agriculture himself visited that
area on 4th December 1965. According to him the worst affected area
probably did not exceed 5 per cent of the total area. I do not want to pin
myself down to this percentage. It may ke more because there are large
areas which we have not yet been able to survey. I would like to tell the
hon. Members that thisis a disease for which really effective pesticides
have not yet been found out for itscure. As I have said already this
morning, spraying of Britex in the field is a precautionary measure which
has not been done thoroughly as a prophylactic measure. In all advance coun-
tries in the world there is the incidence of this disease, but there they spray
= pesticide as a prophylactic measure.  Sir, we have found that the seed we
had procured from. Khasi and Jaintia Hills proved better than the ordinary
seed procured from the market. It is because we have got a scheme in
oper ation in the Khasi and Jaintia I-Illls‘to pro_duce dlsca_sc resistant variety of
otato. We have taken to a scheme of spraying operations in selected areas
ultivators’ fields in Khasi and Jaintia Hills wherefrom we try to procure
- our seeds, apart from inducing the Government of India to have a Research
Station in Upper Shillong to produce the .nuqleug. potato seeds. Sir, the
officers of the Department as well as the scienfists in the country are seized
of this problem. Till a rea]lyj effective pesticide, as a cure, is foui? out, I
would appeal to the agriculturists and I would appeal to the hon. Members

i ists i ir i * they come across
o educate the agriculturists in their turn -whenevell t
L = lactic spraying of Blitex, whether there

in €

is disease or not, as a future precaution. 3
about fertilizer

i hon. Members raised a question

SO o I can give him the figures. Sir, these figures
Sir, in respect of ammonium sulphate, the con-
0196162 it wis 019, 196263 0'34, 1963-64

will bein thousand tons.
065.66 it is anticipated that it will bhe 10.

sumption was as follows :
1-70, 1964-65 460 and in 1

T Supe \ate again in thousand tons: In 1961-62 it was 022
1952?6%pu(¥?2h$05%6§-64g2'20, 1964-65 4-50, in 1965-66 it 1s ]O.l Thus tht}
hon. Memhers will see that from a very small beginning }fr} the term o
lOO.tons we have now come to 20,000 tons. It is a signi 1::ant llmil;case’
and we fecl that in the year 1966-67 we will be ?]?lc to Sh{)-“l R -etter
resalt - drovided- we get our requirement ”f.- fcrtal_izers w ncnvevwele not

USSR he past }’artly because of the difficulties that we have not got
Sl s duction of fertilizers in the country and partly be-

cause of the transport bottle-neck we had been suffermg. in this ':ﬂa“‘:f-_
Sip. some hon. Members raised a question about d!c bgcdelseased_m

the ora’nrrergardens. While intervening in fhe HO“S? o Lae Vlud(g;et 15

Rt 1F year, I informed the House that onour request the Govern-

i ] perts to examine this problem. We
m India had senta team of exper : : '
v 2? \:;iiting for their Report. Inthe meantim¢ wé U_)ok some steps in=
s ion in the cultivators’ fileds. | alsoinformed the House

ing demonstrati 011
:Luod;:%t After long correspondence and lasily at Ministers level we have

received a report from this Team of the Government of India recently and
¢ we are trying to implement the recommendations as contained in that

report.
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Sir, some of the hon. Members expresscd their concern about marketing
difficulties of the rabi crops particularly vegetables grown in virious areas.
There had been a suggastion that we should take up this matter with the
miiitary so that they misht purchase all their requiremsnts from our culti-
vators. We did take it up, Sir, with the military. The military is not pre-
parsd to purchass directly from the market. They would like to
operate through their contractors. Afier a lot of persuasion inclu-
ding' a discussion at Ministers’ level they wu'timately agreed to
purchase through the co-operatives which shomd be linked up
with  their purchase machinery.  Unfortunately there are large
number of complaints from the co-operatives side; they feel that the
military was out to create troubles for them so that they might give
up the business; the military also made frequent grievances about the
co-operaiives. It appears this Scheme, despite our effort, has not
produced the desired 1esult. In fact, some of the co-operatives, in the
meantime, have given up the business. We are pursuing this matter
but the real answer to this problem lies in having a series of Cold
Storages in addition to strengthening the marketing co-operatives. One
of the hon. Members, in fact, had suggested that we should have a
series of Cold Storages for storing the perishables with particular reference
to vegetables. One Cnld Storage is being established in Gauhati during
the current year ; during 1906.67 it is proposed to construct five more
Cold Storages in Jorhat, Nowgong, Siichar, Tezpur and Gauhati. The
necessity of building Cold Storages subdivisionwise or even intensified
production area-wiss cannot be denied. It needs a heavy investment
and that will have to be found out at one time or the other. I am
afraid I cannot promise anything more so far as the next year is
¢oncerned because of the small size of the annual Plan. There is also

difficulties “about engineers who can set up such plants.

Sir, there was a good amount of difficulties for the border culti-
vators in the hill areas after the hostilities started with Pakistan. It is
known to the hon. Members that large quantities of agricultural produce
used to find their market in the border areas in one or the other
Dominion. After the borders were sealed by both sides there were
considerable difficulties for the agriculturists in border areas. Sir, to
meet the immediate requirements of the border people of the United
Khasi and [aintia Hills district a fleet of 6 trucks and 7 jeeps with
trailers were engaged in the border areas for transportation of border
products like orance, tezpata and pan-leaves. The arrangement was as
follows: —(1) Transportation of border produce free of cost from collecting
centres to the road-heads (2) Transportation from the road-heads to the
consuming markets, 2z., Shillong and Gauhati on payment of transport
cos'. The House may like to know about the achievements in this
matter. We transported 10955400 numbers of oranges and they were
sent to Caleutta and places outside the State. In addition, we also
helped in movement and disposal of nearly 28 62,200 oranges at local
markets outside Shillone. Further, we ourselves purchased 45,600 numbers
of oranges for our Fruit Preservation Factories. Altogether 282 maunds
of Tezpata leaves have been transported from the interior areas of
United Khasi and Jaintia Hills and sold to the local merchants. The
collection and transportation of pan-leaves have started. As a result of
this, operation by us, the slump in the prices got eased, and I am told
that the people got somewhat better pric:, of course, not the maximum
price that could have been expected in a normal situation, But they
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had better price and many of the families were saved from calamities
I have got, in the meantime, requests for putting in more vehicles.
I wish Thad them with us in the Agriculture Department. In the
meantime, problems have also started in the rural areas in the plains
about marketing ot the vegetables and other produces. We have got
to looksinto it also. The organisation for marketing products, hitherto
we have, is unequal to the task. There is no doubt about the fact that
this will have to be further strengthened., = The Agricultuse Depart ment
has to take the respousibility of guiding the people increasingly to
market their produces. But, Sir, nowhere in the world the Government
Marketing Department can undertake the rcsponsibility of marketing the
entire agricultural produces. This has got to be done either by the
Private sector or by the co-operative séctor. We will have to make the
people enthusiastic about starting such and connected industries. We
will have to find out some people who will set up plants for deep
freezing and preservation of vegetable or other eatables.

Sir, several hon. Members have complained about inadequacy of seed
supply. In fact, some of them have told me, as the Agriculture
Minister, that I should not promiss what I cannot give. Sir, I would
ask them—*“Where did | promise ?”’ Every time this subject was dis-
cussed I said that unlcss we had built up seed stores and be prepared
10 suffer heavy lcsses in normal years this problem could net be solyed.
The problem is like this In a normal year everybody does not come to
the Agriculiure Department for seed. If thereis a flood or any kind of
natural calamity, suddenly there is a demand for sced particularly when
loans are issued. lne seed loan is issued by ths Revenue Department
and the Deputy Commissionzrs or the Subdivisional officers, as the case
may be, are asked to distribute them. In order to ‘utilise the loans
the Revenue officers try to locate seeds, When the Agriculture Depart-
ment can’t meet the sudden and increased demand of sced either
from the farms or from the registered seed growers, the officers of the
Agriculiure Department are asked to certily paddy purchased from all
sources as sced, Dut,Sir, I for one, do not want my officers to do it.
But circumstances as they are and pressed as they are, they often do
this “without me or my order, as the Deputy Commissioners and
S. D. Os, say ‘““People are in difficulty— they want seed loan”. Such

. paddy distributed as seed, when don’t show satisfactory resuits the

Department is blamed. Sir, the sced-paddy is costlier than the ordinary
paddy.- When there is no flood or natural cal_amlt_y, if secd‘ is to be
sold in the market as paddy, to prevent deterioration thereis bound to
be ahuge loss. So, to tackle the problem successfully in emergency, we
will have to build up a series of huge storage godowns and store seeds
in them on the basis of replenishment {rom year to year. 8o, Sir, I do
not see any justification for such criticisms as have been made by the
hon. Members, particularly, when the House could not find oyt money
for such investment. Sir, so far as the Departmental seed is concerned
I can tell the House that there has heen significant progress
matter.

Mr. SPEAKER:  Please try to cut short.

9
in the

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, A

riceliure) :
I am trying to do so. But there are so many matgers, 4 )
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Sir, works have already been undertaken to reorganise the seed
farms by closing down the uneconomic ones, I can tell the House that
in 1963-64, 9 seed farms made profit even after paying the overhead
cost. 20 had a surplus over the direct expenditures ; 22 were marginal
and the remaining 49 were in the process of improvement, The pro-
duction of foundation seeds from the seed farms was 11,500 mds in
1961-62 which had increased in 1964-65 to 30,600 mds, thus régistering
an increase of 65 per cent. Since then, the position has further impro-
ved. In 1965-66, our anticipated production of seed is as follows :

Paddy

! o5 1245 tons.
Mustard ol s 2 ed 47  tons.
Jute 31 tons.
Pulses es 24  tons.

These are from our agriculture farms. Bulk of these seeds a
to be given to the registered growers. They multiply in thejp turns.
These are being distributed and this scheme is in Operation.  But
difficulty comes when there is greater and sudden demands, It “is true
so far as the seed potato was concerned which was to be mainly procured
from the United Khasi and Jaintia Hills, we could not real.lch the
target in the last crop season. The reason was the unus
price of potatoes. The price became almost double. When the Khasi
cultivators raised the price of secd Potato by double, maturaj] the
money placed at our disposal could purchase only half ,the quanti}tr
aimed at. Unless and until, we would have gone for controllingyt‘ﬁr:
prices and enforcing the same under D. L. Rules, or doubling the amount
there was no question of realising the target. The qucstionoof' controllip ;
the price came up but ultimately it was decided that it should not pa
done. It Wwas thought that the cultivators should not he discourageq

by enforcing such an unpopular measure.

re expected

ual rise in the

¢ I Sir, one hon. Member said about power pumps in the Blocks. Sir
1t 13 true, ina large number of Blocks, in the past, POWEr pumps were
purc_:haScd without makinzy much of an arrangement for their upkeep angd
service. Sp far as the Agriculture Department is concerned, each pum-
pig set issued on hire to the cultivators, is provided with an operatop
also., There are trained mechanics -in each Assistant Agricultura] Engi.
neer’s headquarters to maintain the agricultural machineries belonging to
the Department. In fact, the Department is sending mechanics to the
Blocks to look afrer the Block machines as and when requested  We haye
ta?ccn note of the complaints that service in the Blocks is inadequate,
Directly, of course, the Agriculture Department cannot do much about it.
The Panchayat Dcpartmcnt, I expect, will look into this matter in detailg,

Grievances or complaints have been made that there were inade
number of teachers ip, the

have happened thy

t quate
A_riculture College. Sir, occasionally it migh
' t we could not fill up vacancies, Availability of trained
tcach_ers bcmg very short and being indequate in the State, it so bappened
occasiorally,  We have taken a policy decision that so far as our technical
Pe"fom,“:l are concerned, including professors or teachers in our technica
insWrutions, we should appoint them from whatever sources we got, We

K
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will not confine to Assam alone. Even then Sir, we have not been able to
solve the problem. The problem is linked up with the inherent weakness of
Assam. Assam has not got sufficient number of technically qualified per-
sonnel to meet our requirement. Further, for our tomorrows we are to send
our people for training or higher education outside the State or abroad.
Such a thing also increases the problem. There is no short-cut solution to
the problem. This problem will continue for a number of years to come
as is the case with the Medical Colleges, Engineering Colleges and the
Veterinary College. This is not the result of inefliciency. Nobody can say
that there is a qualified man in the ‘State and he is without appointment.
In fact, we go even for appointment under Regulation without waiting
for the Assam Public Service Commission so far as professors and teachers
in the Agriculture and Veterinary Colleges are concerned. Sir, I am not,
unfortunately, in a position to assure the House that we will start an Agri-
cultural University at Jorhat or in any place in Assam. We have provided
a scheme for the purpose inthe Fourth Draft Plan. But it depends on the
availability of fund. ~What will be pruned in the Draft Plan I do not
know. If sufficient fund is not provided, we may have to prune it. So
far as I am concerned, I will be the last person to prune those schemes
which are productive in nature directly or indirectly in preference toa
scheme for a University. Shri Prabin Choudhury in his speech asked for
giving preference so far as fisheries settlement is concerned to the co-opera-
tGives of actual fshermen. Sir, rule provides this. Infact, the rule pro-
vides preference to the co-operatives of actual fishermen and also that the
scheduled castes and scheduled tribes people should be given 7% per cent
concession il they are not the highest bidders. In case their bidis very
low and even iftheir bid is as low as 60 per cent they can be given scttle-
ment of fisheries if they agree to raise the bid. It has been urged that the
co-operatives of fishermen given preference should be of th; area where the
particular fishery is situated. I do not know how far this is possible; even
ifa rule is made, how far it is feasible to enforce 1t

Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI (Kamalpur): Asregards fishe-
ries of the value of Rs.1,000, it has already been decided that these should
not be put to auction sale but should be handed over to th?c respective
Panchayats, May I know, Sir, whether this has been done ¢

Sari MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: My impression is that it
has been given effect to but I am not certain about it. However, I will
look into this mattcr. - : : :

I, now come to the various criticisms with regard to Medium ‘Irri_ga-
tion Schemes. Sir, these are jamuna Irrigation Scheme, Sukla Irr:gatlfJn
scheme, Longa Irrigation Scheme and Patradlshz_l .Irrlgattox} Scheme wh.mh
had received approval of the Planning Commission for implementation
during the Third Plan, Details of the estimated cost and areas to be

nefited are as follows :—
L Estimated cost Area to be

benefited

1. Jamuna Irrigation Scheme ... Rs.396°00 lakhs. 83,000 acres
2. Sukla Irrigation Scheme «.. Rs,300:00 lakhs. 73,000 acres
3. Longa Irrigation Scheme ... Rs. 30:00 lakhs. 20,000 acres
4, Patradisha Irrigation Scheme ... Rs. 20:02 lakhs. 6,000 acres

Total Rs.746.2 lakhs. 182,000 acres
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I had informed the House in the past that the fund provided was
extremely meagre. In fact, sofar as Jamuna Iirrigation “Bcheme is con-
cerned we spent the entire amount provided for the year in the early part
of 1964-65 and later on some money was given to carry on the work with
a promise to provide another 30 lakhs before the close of the financial year.
In fact, ifthe execution of all the schemes are to be expedited we need a
huge amount of money. To summarise, the amount so far allotted during the
3rd Plan is about Rs.131'85 lakhs as against a requirement of Rs.746°2 lakhs ;
this would mean that there would be a spill over of Rs.614-35 lakhs in the
Fourth Plan to complete these schemes. The allocation for next yeat for
all the Medium Irrigation Schemes is only Rs.105 lakhs. The Jamuna Pro-
ject alone would require about Rs.282:35 lakhs if the additional amount
of Rs.30 lakhs as promised is not provided during this current year.

Shri SARAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI: Sir, as regards the Sukla
Irrigation Scheme it was taken up inthe Ist Plan, but the 2nd Plan is
over and the 3rd Plan is also going to be over. but it appears that
this project has not been undertaken. May I know the reason from the
Minister ? '

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : The Sukla Irrigation
Project was not really taken up to the 1st Plan ; probably, then investiga-
tion was undertaken. In course of investigation it wasfound to be a medi-
um irrigation scheme. A project report entaililg an estimated cost of
Rs.67°00 lakhs was prepared. Themost essential item of the project, 2iz.,
the Model Testing is being carried out in the State River Research Sta-
tion at Basistha, Gauhati. Technical sanction fora sum of Rs.2,97,700
lakhs has already been given for construction of Sukla Model at Basistha
and Rs.1,99,300 for special tools and plants. Yesterday evening the Chief
Engineer was telling me that if he was permitted to go to Basistha, out-
side his headquarters, he would give a start to the model testing; but I
am sorry to say that I could not permit him to go dueto the Assembly
Session. Thus there would be a delay in this matter for a few days,
Patradisha Irrigation Scheme has been started. The investigation of Longa
Scheme has been done. A project report is to be prepared. On the whole,
the progress of all the medium irrigation schemes will depend on the
availahility of fund.

So far as minor irrigation schemes are concerned, during the First
Five Year Plan the P.W.D. took up 14 new minor irrigation schemes
of which 6 were completed physically 4nd an area of 20,700 acres were
brought under net commanded area.

During the 2nd Plan period besides completing the remaining 8
schemes carried over from the 1st Plan period, 14 new schemes were
taken up of which 8 were completed physically and the rest carried
over to the Third Five Year Plan bringing an additional area of 56,500
acres (net) of land under command (gross being 73,400 acres).

Thc_PIanning Cqmmission agreed to a provision of Rs, 250 lakhs
under minor irrigation programme (Agriculture Section) exccuted by
E. & D. Department for the 3rd Plan as against the demand made by
the deparirent for Rs. 400 lakhs,

il
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The number of minov irrigation schemes taken up during the 3rd
Plan period is 66. The total anticipated acreage to be benefited under
the schemes taken up in the 3rd Plan would be 1.25 lakh acres of

which actual achievement during the 3rd Plan was to be Rs.1.00 lakh
acres with a spill over of 0.25 lakh acres to the 4th Plan.

The expenditure on minor irrigation works upto the end of the
4th yeari.c., 1964+65 is Rs.180 lakhs. It is expected that Rs, 70 lakhs
will be spent during the carrent year-against the allocation of Rs. 60
lakhs.

Coming to the irrigation schemes operated by the Agriculture
Department following are the main schemes : —

(1). Minor Irrigation Scheme.
(2) Power Pump Irrigation
(3) Deep Tube well Schemes

For these schemes the department spent as follows during the last
3 years :—

Minor Irrigation Schemes.—
1963- 64 ... Rs,9,93,338.00
1964- 65 ... Rs. 59,18,521.00

1965- 66 ... Rs. 11,16,000.00

So far as Power Pump Irrigation Schemes are concerned, the
department spent the following amounts during the last 3 years:—

1963-64 ... Rs. 16,24,444,00
1964- 65 ... Rs.15,21,909.00
1965- 66 .. Rs 18,00,000,00

Under Deep Tube well Scheme, the department spent the following
amount during the last 3 years:—

1963- 64 ... Rs. 1,49,424.00
1964- 65 ... Rs. 10,63,201.00
1965- 66 ... Rs. 1,93,000 00
. I agree with the hon. Member, Maulavi Mahammad Idris, that

wewill have to switch over from diesel to electricity for o erati :
W : ! . OWEY
Pumps and deep tube wells. Diesel i costly. There isp dunrg that
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agriculturists should be supplied diesel on subsidised price but the
Government of India could not agree on the grounds that there might
be diversion and evasion and in that ‘case it would be difficult to
avoid corruption and also loss to Government revenue. Use of diesel is
not economic and therefore we will have to switch over to electricity
to run the power pumps and deep tube wells. For this, heavy invest-
ment is necessary. The hon, Members are aware that most of the
electricity lines in different parts of the State are not passing through
the agricultural areasand for the purpose of extension of electricity to
agricultural areas subsidiary lines shall have to be drawn, for which
quite a huge amount will be necessary.

Mr. SPEAKER : You will please conclude.

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: Yes, Sir, I am conclu-
ding. Regarding Flood Control Schemes as against a requirement of
Rs. 311 crores for completing our work we have got only about Rs. 18
croresin all these plan periods. Naturally, therefore, there arc a large
number of gaps between what we wish and what we have achieved. It
is a question of heavy investment and till the investment is found out, I
am afraid, we will not be able to meet the demand. Some of the hon.
Members had given very great importance to opening of sluice gates so
as to enable the agriculturists to get water by flush irrigation
system. During the Third Plan period, construction of  sluices
of various sizes were approved in different districts and a total amount
of Rs. 79.63 lakhs was provided for the purpose. The total number of
sluices approved for construction was199. Most of these sluices have since
been completed and some are in progress and likely to be completed
soon. It is expected that an area of 1,64,700 acres will be benefited on
completion of these sluices. These sluices have been designed according
to necessity for Flush Irrigation or for the purpose of interpal Drainage
accqrding to site condition, generally in country-side of the flood ' pro=
tection bunds. The Assam Flood Control Board had also decided to
provide sluices at particular sites of cuts afier careful scrutiny and where
necessary . Further, it is proposed to take up another set of sluicesin
the light of observation of recent floods during the 4th Plan period. The
to{)a:l estimated cos; of these sluices is R, 40 lakhs. This is, hov\;cvcr,
subject to approval of the Assam Flood Control B ilahili
fundss hin the plan allocation. R cmctand il abiliyicr

ri Dulzl Chandra Barua made a specific referen i
bund and said thatfor the non-complétion of the csu?dthfhgoﬁégﬁzg
Minister and myself should have resigned. I would have been happy if
I amrelieved of my responsibilities. I do not know wherefrom the
hon. Members found that there was no obstruction from the people
there at the time of construction of the bund. All reports show, there
were vehement obstructions from them. In fact the hoa. Member was
asking for an enquiry. We did an enquiry and the Commis-
sioner of Division made certain recommendations which Government
had rejected and ordered for drawing up proceedings againstsome
officers who were held to bhe fprima facie vesponsible. We are very
gorry for what had happened. I found on enquiry that the other
schemes referred to by the hon. Member are under execution and they
are expected to be completed within April 1966 orso. I will like to
tell the hon, Member that some measures against flood control, conss
twooWon of rerfirement at vulnerable points in varfous places heve

d/



1966] DEBATE ON THE GOVERNOR’S ADDRESS 183

been taken up already and making good progress. About sixty per
cent of the work of Gohaingaon retirement is already done and the
whole work is expected to be completed within March next or so.
The other embankment from Neamati P.W.D. Road to Railway line
and Railway line to J.B. Road along Bar Ali, which have been
taken up also are making good progress and I understand, about
45 percent to 50 percent of the works have so far been done. These
are expected to be completed within April, 1966 or so. In addition,
work strengthening and raising of embankments is also going on
and making good progress.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: Sir, what about the Janjimukh?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY:I will look ~ into the
matter to see if there is any such project and if there is any impediment
or difficulty and try to remove them.

Shri Pabin Sarma referred to the difficulties in his area and said
that I had gone to that area; even then nothing had happened
there. Sir, this is not correct. Shri Sarma made a reference to the
Floods in the Upper Borbhag Mouza of North Kamrup. The Department
has atready taken up a proposal, viz., providing siuices at Bhalukmari and
Borgagajan for reducing flood congestion in Pub Borigog and Paschim
Barbhag Mouza at a cost of Rs.2.58 lakhs to reduce flood congestion in
that area. And the above proposal was approved by the Flood Contros
Board in its last meeting held at Gauhati on 28th January 1966.

Sir, my time is short. There are a large number of other matters
referred to by the hon, Members. I am extremely sorry that I could not
reply to each one of them because of paucity of time. If there be any
further occasion I will try to cover them. Tven if I cannot do so, Sir,
I am certain that the Departmental officers 1n the officers’ galery who
had taken notes of these specific matters would certainly look into them,
I thank you and the House for giving me time to reply.

Myr. STANLEY D, D. NICHOLS-ROY [Cherrapunji (Reserved for
Scheduled Tribes)]: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I scem to be unfortunate to
have to speak while three or four Ministers who are responsible for the
Departments which I shall refer to happen unfortunately tobe unwellor
absent, Anyhow, there are other hon, Ministers who I hope will take
notes and hand them over to the Ministers concerned.

Sir, the opening remarks of the Governor given at page I of the
printed report of the Governor’ Speech refer to Tashkent Declaration and
I think everyone in the country including everyone in Assam i3 happy
that the late Prime Minister was able to arrive at this Tashkent Decla-
ration with the President of Pakistan. Sir, the Tashkent Declaration
includes economic relations and in this connection there was a very important
and interesting articlein the Statesman of February 24. T would like to
point out one or two aspects of that article. I hope Members of the
Government will look very carefully to these aspects. The opening remark
of this article is as follows—*The Tashkent Declaration covers not only
political matters, which understandably have stolen the limelight, but alse
matters relaling to economic relations”. ““The Prime Mini Lt

ident of Paki me Miinister of Iadia and
the President of Pakistan have agreed to consider and tale m<asurss

towards the restoration of ecconomic and trade relation”,
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Sir, it is true, I believe, the political matters have come to limelight not
only in Delhi but throughout the country and it will be wise for us to care-
fully examine the other aspects of the Declaration, particularly because we
are on the border with Pakistan. Now, I shall ce tainly not read that
whole article whichis very important but I am giving a gist of it, We
should take up trade relation with Pakistan at the earliest opportunity. Sir,
I shall quote again a sentence which is rather imporiant, It says “ In the
wake of the Tashkent Declaration,” it is necessary that we build cur econo-
mic relations with Pakistan on an expansive basis. It further says that
‘“a long-term trade agreement should be arrived at between the two coun-
tries”. Sir, itis understood that relation between the two countries in the

past many years was certainly not very happy, particu larly, since the hostie
lities of last year,

The article further quotes the European example where France and
Germany fought three wars in 65 years, but says,—*‘in this respect also the

economic co-operation evolved during the last fey years in the European

Economic Community should be an enlightening experience for us TFrance
and Germany who fought three wars in 65 years and were on.cc bitter
enemics recognised the imperative need of a common market and cIos:e co~
operation in mutual interest’”. He 80es on to point out that Indiz; and
Pakistan were one country before, they have still many ties that would
make it eas'u:r_ for us o bring about trade relations between the two
countries on suitable basis, and I would further point out to one of the
suggestions made that Trade Declegations between the WO countries should
be encouraged, and finally the article ends with the words ¢ It is part of

statcmanship not to harp on past grievances and nurse old wrongs but to
remember common interests and the welfare of

the peoples. Economic
links forged to our mutual advantage can, indeed, be stronger than political
pactsreplete with platitudes and resonant declarations of eternal friend-

ships”.  Sir, in the context of the Border eople  of this Diste :
K. & J.Hills and other Districts of Assam %t 1}; a vef;vt h;)ir{?;?;;c; céf
important article for us. Sir, in the last three months I have made toursni
the Border areas, and after the Tashkent Declaration particularly thI;
peopleare all asking the question—Whether trade relations are going‘{o be
re-opened with Pakistan? I believe, Sir, the earliest opportunity should he
taken to re-open trade relations, and, I would stress that the Government
of Assam should send some Ministers and other responsible (_‘)fﬁc(;;s t
Dethi when tr_ade agreements are finally made with D an b i0
the past sometimes our problems are forgotten in Delhi, and certain]n
now that we have a Member of the Cabinet who used to b e 5 y
Minister of Assam, we should take ; HANCE
necessary points that would be coming up in the Trade
would be to the benefit of the people on this side of th
as on theother side.

Next, Sir, another point which I would just touch on is that at page
3 of the speech of the Governor there is a strange word used - at least to
me it sounds strange. On the Nagaland Border, encroachment into our
forest areas, kidnapping of persons, forcible collection of ‘taxes’ and food-
stuffs were reported on various occasions, It is obviously a statement of
fact but I question the word ‘taxes’. If from another Statn somebody
comes into Eh;s State and demands money and food, I wonder whether the
word ‘taxes’ is the correct word. Taxation is imposed by a Government
on its people who are supposed to pay these taxes. So, Iam just ques-
tioning whetber that word ‘tazes® is coprect in the speech,



1966] DEBATE ON THE GOVERNOR’S ADDRESS 185

Sir, [ am glad that the Government through the Governor’s speech
at page 4 have recognised that corruption is a menace and something has
X been done in the form of ¢Anti-corruption Branch® and the reportis here
o in the speech regarding cases taken up and so forth. Sir, in this connec-
tion may I also refer toan article inthe Assam Tribune of February 3,
1966, written by a veteran leader of India, and I shall like to quote only
one or two sentences in thisregard. I would recommend rather that this
article on ‘Democracy and Opposition’ be read by all those who are inte-
rested in Government and in politics in this State. There was one speci=
fic para which reads: ¢“Our most serious troubles arise on account of
want of efficiency and integrity in the Government. If these defects can
be removed most of our problems would be solved. For instance if there
is_honesty and efficiency in the Government the food problem could be
solved in a reasonable time without much difficulty.”

|

L

Then it further goes onto say : “Turther, if the administration is
efficient and honest it will be possible to realize most of the revenues from
various taxes that have been imposed after Independence. . ....Qur Plans
suffer not so much from being defectively conceived as from defective
execution. This is due to inefliciency and want of integrity.”’

[}
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I am glad that the Government have paid some attention to (this
aspect of administration not only in Antl.-corrup_tlon but in trying to do
something about the efficiency, but I believe, Sir, that not enough has
“been done and more should be done in this respect. Reference has alsg
been made to the Public Relations Gommittees set up for looking into
the grievances of the pubiic. I heard the Member from j owai mention-
ing about the non-operation of the Public Relations Gorpm:ttec in that Sub-
division, Iam also sorry to say that the Public Relations Committee for
the Shillong Subdivision has not been functioning.

B T S

e

U Sir, at pave 5 of the Speech there is a full paragraph on areg
deveﬁgg\;’enthaudz{ reference has been‘m'adc to t!{e visit of Shri Tarlok

o Sing, Member of the Planning Commission, \f’hO = 110“{" Visiting the Hill
areas. Sir, we are very happy that the Govv_l.nn?ent of India has finally

been made aware of the serious problem of Jack ofbd(?vclupment in the

Hills areas, and we welcome the visit of l'}‘lc MGII]; [ gf tl_w.e Plar_-}ﬁng

a Commission with the Clentral-State SlUdY ']-e"—%m' Ut!'blrg in the past
also there have been many attempts on studying the hill problems, ang
I hope that this particular time it does not cnsl u?.mere reports but some.-
thing concrete would be done both from g:hc] Centre and the State, Iy
ther I was very disappointed 1 the one s1quelsen];en(1:e Wthh_ rei:ers to the
5 problem of the distress of the people living in 1‘16 order. It is said in the
* Governor’s Address “In the meantime necessary measures for amelioratin
| the distress specially in some of the border areas caused by the receng aggres-
% ¥ Sion haVe been Continugd”, Slr, -ln the laSt SCSSIOH we have h.ad thrce
| full days® discussion regarding this pl'oblem: we had had two meetings con-
vened by the Chief Minisier of the Members from the Border areag alon

with Government Officers and Cabinet Members and we expected a little

. more would be said on the problen_l of thg: Border people consequent on
I the complete stoppage of trade with Pakistan following the hostilities
‘ I believe a single sentence is not enough to describe the VEry serious situae
tion which even today continues in the border areas of the Khasi and

Jaintia Hills, and, I am told, in some of the other areas as well,

. -

SN
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We know that the Chief Minister particularly and the other members
of the Government are aware of some of the problems, but up till now
very little has actually besn done and the growers are not benfited
and the people of the border areas are not benefited. We have heard
just now from the Minister in-charge of Agriculture regarding some of
the border marketing schemes that have been proposed and have been
implemented. Sir, shortly after the schcme was put into effect T myself
felt very happy that at least now something has been done and that the
Government has taken up some of the problems in a very serious way.
No doubt, alot of money has been spent for these schemes but when
we look at the result, the achievement is very disappointing. The effect
of the scheme is very discouraging. As a matter of fact we congratulated
ourselves when we found that we had been able to persuade the Govern-
ment to do something. But when we went to visit those areas the people
told us that they had not been benefited at all. In orange and tezpata
business the real growers are not at all benefited. Only the middle men
are benefited. Why isit so ? There are not enough vehicles to carry these
commodities to the road heads from the various collecting centres. It was
reported to me that to carry these commodities if about 10 trucks are
required but only one Jeepis placed or at the most only one truck was

. given for carrying these commodities. So the other 9 truck loads of com-~
modities are left to be carried by the regular trade; naturally the middle
men arc getting the benefit as the price they offer to the growers are the
same whether the goods are carried by the Government vehicles as by the
srade. So for want of adequate transport facilities all the oranges
cannet be brought from the collecting centres to the road head. Itis not
_possible to bring all the commodities in one departmental vehicle. There-
fore I am afraid if a review is made of this particular scheme it would
be found that this scheme is not actually benefiting the real growers.
The middle men are taking the advantage of the scheme and in any case I
request the Minister-in-charge of this department to make a close study
and review this matter,

Secondly, Sir, during the last session it was suggested that a Plan-
ning Committée should be formed to examine the various problems not
only short term problems but also long term problems of the Border
areas, I am not yet aware if any such committee hassince been set up
for examination of these problems for recommending measures for the
solution of these problems in the border areas. One real solution will
be, in the light of the Tashkent declaration, to rcopen the border trade,
At the same time I do not think we should neglect the problems of the
border trade even after reopening the trade with Pakistan, The People
kave told me that they are grateful to the Government for whateyer
help is given to them though this help is very very small,

Now, Sir, about other long term measures to which we have referred in
the last session and in the last budget sessions, nothing has so far been done
and nothing bas been mentioned either in the Governor’s Address or in
the Intervening speech of the Minister. The Minister in-charge of
Agriculture spoke about some diseases of oranges, but he has not mentioned
about the disease of the Betelnut trees which is really very serious. There
is no research organization that has been set up. Asa matter of fact only
one research section is mentioned.in the Governor’s Address which is only
for forest ; but nothing has been done for this arecanut crop of the border

arcas, Sir, so far as horticulture is concerned, nothing has been done to
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develop this in the whole of the State though the State had the
potentiality of being one of the richest horticultural areas in the world.
But what we have scen is that nothing has been done by the Government
to really develop and improve horticulture. Vitalization is essential.

Now, Sir, coming to the roas, naturally it would be wrong to say if
anything has been done in this matter. The thing which could be done
in 3/4 months has not yet been started. Even the Minister in-charge of
the P. W. D. in spite of his assurance in last December that some vital
roads would be taken up and which could be done immediately during
this cold weather session, nothing has so far been done. The Chief Minister
also assured that certain road in the border would be connected, but
in spite of this assurance from the Chief Minister and Finance Minister,
nothing so far has been done. This shows the lack of a sensa of urgency
given to these border roads by the P.W.D. Sir, it is amusing to find that
a bridge was constructed overnight because the Deputy Commissioner
went to an interior area of this place through that road The bridge has
to be constructed within 24 hours because the Deputy Commissioner had
to come. This bridge is on the Pynursla Nongpai road and normally
it would have taken about a month or a few weeks to complete, We hope
that this speed will continue throughout

Now, Sir, some of the important feeder roads have =not yet been
connected in the border so the pzople are asking us whether they would
get any subsidy in_the transport if they carry goods themselves and bring
it to the road heads. We have not been able to give any answer to  this
question. These people may bring their produce to the road heac!s1 by
their pony and we expect that the Government would given due considera-
tion to this matter and try to help the poor people. Sir, again at page 6
of the Governor’sspeech it is stated It is gratifying to HOLCH that agri-
cultural production continues to show stability qnd growth”. We are
aware of it, but particularly it is not so in the hill areas.

But I would Ilike to kuow whether stability and growth continues
in the agricultural sector in the hill areas also.

Now, the Minister-in-charge of Agriculture has given the figures of
consumption of fertilizer, Utilisation of fertilizer does not give a true
picture of agricultural growth. Along with consumption of fertiljzer
the actual production should be given and th:n only we will be convinced
that there is acwual growth ana stability in agriculture,

Sir, it is true that the Governor's Address is not supposed t0 contaip
all details. But whatever deiails are given they must convince us, so i
we need notseek further information later on. Sir, aboyt the effecs
of fertilizer on production many people are not yet convinged that the
use of fertilizer is as good as sometimes pointed out to them. Thenety
the figures of produ‘ctigx} showing thcleﬂ'ect of fertilizey is very importa;?
Again, in regard to fertilizer may | point out to the Department of A ri-
culture through the Minister that it is lmportant that fergilizep should b;
givenin time ? We complained from ume to time that fertilisey did not
artive in time for the people in this district. In  future may .we. lexpeot
that fertilizer will be provided in adequate quantity and in time? =
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Now, Sir, the Minister has given us the figure of loss due to pests as
10 per cent. I think not enouigh attention has been paid to the total loss
in food that occursin India and in the State as well In a recent con-
ference called by the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research in
Delhi on 20th and 21st different figures were given by the  Research
organisation of the Government of India in regard to the loss of food.
1 myself was surprised at the amount of loss that occurs in food in this
country. It isstated that food losses in the field due to pests, insects, etc.,
are estimated at approximately 25 per cent. The Minister probably, in
giving the figure, took the loss due to pest only into account but the
fotal loss in the fieid is 25 per cent. In addition to this there are losses
in storage amounting to 15 per cent and loss in transport, handling and
processing is another 10 per ce:t. Thus the total loss is about 50 per
cent of the yield which do not go tothe consumers. Since the amount
of shortage is nearabout 7 to 8 per cent of the total feod requirement which
are to be imported, I think it is wise for us to pay more attention to the loss
of food in the field, stcrage and tra'sport. I think not much attention has
been paid to this aspect of the problem, Th_e conference called
upon the people, not only in the Centre but also in the States to pay
special attention to this aspect. Even if we can save 10 per cent of the 50
per cent loss I think we will be solving our _f‘ood problem. In
addition to that the conference also discuss.ed_ yiclds per acre. Itis
astonishing to note that the yield per acre in India is one of the lowest in
the world, If we can increase the yield of cereals, pulses, oil and potato
to even to world averages, not to speak of the maximum possible yields
under modern conditions, we will be able to increase our production by
about 50 per cent. I would, therclore, suggest that the Government pay
more attention to these two aspects. Without increasing the acreage even
if we can increase the yield per acre and stop losses we can probably solve
the food problem permanently.

Now, Sir, inregard to the statement at page 7 of the Governor’s
Address that “agricultural development is proceeding along proper lines®,
I just wonder whether horticultural development 1n the hills is proceeding
along proper lines. I doubtabout it and I suggest that the Governmeni
examine carefully this aspect.

Now, Sir, I come to Transport. It hasbeen stated at page 8 that
it has become necessary to increase the freightand fares, perhaps becauge
of increasing cost due to taxation and other measures. I would request
the Minister-in-charge of Transport to compare the mileage rate between
Pathankot and Srinagar and between Gauhati and Shillongs. What js
the fare charged between Pathankot and Srinagar and between Gauhati
and Shillong on mileage basis ? Kashrnir probably has as much transport
trouble as Assam and is in the hill areas and I believe fares and freights
are lower there, may be because of certain reasons. I would suggest that

_ Transport D partment should look into this and see whether these fares
and freights should be reduced. Sir, we in the hill areas are particulay]
affected by the increase in the freight and fares because there is no Othey
form of transport. In theplains we have Railways, Steamers, Air trans Or:
and road transport but here we have only road transport. Therefore pa e
increase in the freight on the road transport caused apparently by in r,easezl
taxation by the centre and State, aflects the hill people more thap
anyone in the State.

b
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Sir, in the same page there isa stranve sentence that caused me to
wonder. The Governor has stated “my Government would like to record
their appreciation for the smooth and satisfactory carriage of goods during
the emergency by the Railway.”” I wonder why it has been mentioned
that only during the emergency it was satisfactory. As a matter of
fact reading between the lines we come to the conclusion that there has
not been satisfactory carriage of goods during the other parts of the year.
I believe, Sir, that the experience of most of the industrialists in Assam is
that carriage of goods by railway from other parts of the country to this
part is not satisfactory, and that is why we have to pay more for carriage
of goods by road transport, because the Railways take such a long time to
transport goods from other parts of the country to Assam.

Mr SPEAKER: How long will you take to finish ? -

Shri STANLEY D. D. NICHOLS-ROY: Another 15 minutes.
Sir, at page 8 of the Governor’s Address it has been stated that the
supply “position remained fairly satisfactory throughout the vyear.”> Other
members have pointed out that the supply position of the essential com-
modities has not been satisfactory throughout the year, particularly for
C.I. sheets. Even the supply position of {ood stuff in the border areas
is not satisfactory. If you go to the border areas, in my own constituency
particularly.......... L G ade

Mr. SPEAKER: The House stands adjourned till 2 P, M,

Adjournment
The House was then adjourned for lunch till 2. P, M.
After Lunch

Shri STANLEY D. D. NICHOLS-ROY : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am
now resuming my talk on the Governor’s speech, I think T was on the
point of Railways. In his Address at pages 8, the Governor has said
“The quesiion of extension of the line to Gauhati has been taken wuy
with the Government of India.” That is with regard to the broad
gauge line. Now, Sir, I think everyone of Assam including those of us
in the hills are greatly concerned with the smooth transport of goods
and passengers out of, and into, the State and we would like a categorical
statement not only from the State Government but particularly from the
Government of India because we underst_and that in the Union Budget
for Railways, nothing has been said regarding the extension of broad
gauge line to Gauvhati. May we ask the Minister-in-charg.: of Transport to -
give a categorical statement that we can hope atleast that within the
early part of the Fourth Plan we may expect thaithe broad gauge line
is definitely coming to Gauhati.

Then, Sir, in regard tosupply. I have said so nething in re

: : A 1 regard to
supply earlier. Tam sorry. Anyway, as I have said earlier, the esSlE
in_certain parts of the State particularly in border areas are not g Sé’ ol
with the distribution of food supplies in their areas, But th ati

that it is fairly satisfactory.  Perhaps the overall e et
e : : position for the

whole Statf: may be s0, but certainly in certajn areas the = b
been uvsatisfactory, I know personally some ? FROSIHOR gt

: St areas in the er wd
where rico distvibution has been very scarce or even not alzora.]d.Lr :
”
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Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister, Supply): Will the hon.
Member mention the name of ary particular arcas ?

Shri STANLEY D. D, NICHOLS-ROY: Yes, Sir, from Balat right
up to the border of Garo Hills, there is a stretch of land inhabited
by people who used to get much of their food from Garo Hills, I am
sorry, I mean from Pakistan. Many of them arc Garos. Many of these
people, during our last visit to that area, said that they do not get
rice and they are living on roots and so on and so forth. The Sardars
of those areas have told us that these people are very very hard hit
with regard torice supply. Furthe.more, in some of the villages in the
Shella area also the same is the condition. Sir, it is very difficult to get
food supplies because of lack of roads and the people are very much hard hit.
The vast stretches of land along the border where there are no roads
leading to villages, the peopleare facing great difficulty in getting their
rice supplies. Now, Sir, this is not only the position in the border
areas or in the hill areas, but apparently also in some of the plains areas,
even where transport is a little casier, the people have complained of
faulty distribution of riceand I would draw the attention of the Minister
of Supply to the ““Letters to the Editor’”’ column published in the Ascam
Tribune, dated February 3, 1966 in which a letter was  written by
somebody from the Commerce College regarding  scarcity of rice, and
I would just read out one sentence : “It is a paradox that while
the Government of Assam has been saying that Assam has a surplus
p-oduction of rice, that people of Assam, especially living in many rural
areas, are facing acute scarcity of rice even at this post-harvesting perind
of the year.” Then later on, in the letter he says:-- “Government hag
taken no step to increase its supp% in the deficit rural areas.”” Again he
says—“There is little or no distribution of rice at fair price in rural
areas. As a result those rural areas where Sali crops was damaged by
hallstorm in the month of November are experiencing acute ' fogd
scarcity even famine. Sorbhog with its surrounding villages is one of
such areas.” I would request the M;nlstcr-in-gharge of Supply to
examine this question of distribution of rice particularly in rural areas
in the whole State. :

Now, Sir, I shall make a few remarks regarding the Co-operatives, The
hon. Member from Jowai hassaid something aboutso called rural co-ope-
ratives with areas allocated for border rural areas, but whose headquarters
and whose works are being carried on, in Barabazar, Shillong, Perhapg
that is so. I have also heard something to that effect. I cannot quote
particularly, but this is his statement and I believe he is correct. Byt there
are certain co-operatives— genuine co-operative societies being formed ip fh
border areas, in rural areas.  And I know of certain cases where it took One
year or two years for those societies to start fun ctioning. Two or fhEesus e
came to my notice and I have heard there are other cases alsp jp Whielz
registration by the Co-operative Department has been delayed. WhencI
came to know of certain cases, I had a talk with the Assistant Registrar of
Co-operative Societies and it seems to me there has been considerable dela
and red-tape in the matter of registration of these societies. So, [ Woulg
request the hon. Minister in-charge of Co-operative Department to [ k

into this matter as to whether this method of dilatory registration of co-g 0

rative societics can be expedited or whether it can be stream.lined, T | pe-
of one Society, Sir, composed of 100 per cent of people engaged jn the tn°w
of tailoring, which wantad to start as an Industrial Co-operative Sooiety 'Il:ﬁ; .

ot
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founded it in 1964, but up till to-day it has not been registered. Now the
answer given tome by one of the oﬁ'—icers_ of the Co-operative Depart_mcnt
was that there are certain such cases awaiting registration and that it hag
been decided to hold up registration of any new society only to_cqmplgte
preparation of maps for all the Blocks in the Umt-ed_Khas_l and Jaintia Hills
which will show the location of existing societies with their respective
areas of operation and also the expected societies,

Shri LALIT KUMAR DOLEY (Deputy Minister, Co
May I know where those societies fall,  swhich particular
Block you are referring to ?

-Operation):
Development

Shri STANLEY D. D, NICHOLS-ROY . Yes, Sir, the Mawkyrwat De-
velopment Block. There are other Blocks alsy,. This policy d-cision to await
this preparation of statistics and mang of existing societies may be correct
from the point of view of th> Department and 1 thought they already had
them, but they did not have it. Byt to espect any B. D, O, to forecast that

so and so society will form in such and such area, I think it is expecting too

much and there is bound to bhe delay in indicating in the map that such and
such society is about (o ba formed. T think it IS next to

impossible to predict that such and sych society will be coming up in
such and such area; because it can only be done by the people themselves,
You cannot force a co-operative on the People. Tt is they themselves who
are to form into co-operative societies and to come forward for registration.

Sir, I think this policy decision'of' the Department is faulty and I woulqd
request the Department to look into it

It does not seem to me practica] at all;

ot L > as a result there aye certain
societies awaiting regusiration, i

genuine societies which have not been regis.

Then, Sir, I note on page 8 it has been stated that Government con-
tinued their policy of monopoly procurement through cooperatives and
further on the Gov_erno_r has said that an expanded programme for setting
up 27 more rice mills in the co-operative Sector has been taken up. Sir, I
have noted this with considerable €oucern. If the capacity for milling in
the State is not adequate then we would welcome whole-heartedly setiing
up of new mills in the co-operative scctor. . We would like to ba assured
that all mills in the State are operating at ful] Capacity. I think j¢ is a
waste of national resources if We are to set up new mills when there are
already existing mills not fun_Ctmmﬂg or 1unqt10n1ug without full capacity,
If these existing mills are not in the Co-operative sector and not functioning
because of various reasons, then perhaps it is for the Government tq
examine the possibility pf:bringlng them nto the Co-Operative sectop and
doing something to utilise the idle machinery. My point is that hefore
any new mill is cpened and any MONey Is spent on npew milling Capacity,
the existing capacity should be #tilised to its fulles; extent,

Coming to industries, we are happy that at last afie
Assam Clements will start operation by June 1966 g
Governor gocs on to say that a larger factory near Bokajan 18 also' ‘contems
Plated. That jc also good news to those who have 8ot to get theip cement
from outsi+e the State. But, Sir, we had heard about the definite Possibility
of expanding the small cement factory at Cherrapunji

and we j F
hat at least some sort of statement would he for“tl‘rcoming 't‘;xa‘t ﬂaagfl:v?tg‘??’
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of 250 tons capacity per day would be expanded to 750 tons capg.city
within a few years. We await a categorical statement {from the Minister

in this respect.

Then, Sir, with regard to Education, on page 10 of the speech we have
noted with feelings of gratitude that Government have assisted in establishing
a second university at Dibrugarh. But the speech is completely silent on the
proposal for establishing another university for thehills to be located in the
Shilleng area. You may recall during the last Session there was a Bill to
that effect. We had hoped that some statement would be made in the

- speech of th= Governor in this resard. We wonder what has happened to

that proposal for a universityin the Shillong area. Then, Sir, we find a
statement that a science college is being set up at Jorhat. That is good
news. Again, we find many colleges in the State, and particularly in
areas I am more familiar with in the hills, have not got facilities for
teaching of science. [nthe hill areas this facility does not cxist anywhere
except in Shillong. We feel that assistance should be given to these ¢>lleges
in the hills to introduce science classes, so that all the colleges in the

State are brought upto a suitable level both in science and arts.

o the emphasis on the

Then, Sir, something has been stated in regard &
thing has been stated

training of teachers. We note with concern that no |
regarding establishment of any college for the training of teachers for high
schools in the hill areas, In theold days, there used tobea B.T. college
here in Shillong. That has closed down; as a resul: the quality of our tea-
chers teaching in high schools, middle school and other schools is not up
to the mark. I would request Government to look into the possibility
of  putting first class training college for teachersin the hill areas for the
high schools as well as a teachers’ training institute for teachers in the
Middle English standard, At present many of the teachers go straight from
.after n_latriculation or after one or two years in college and start teaching
immediately. Natutally, many of them not having any training, the quality
of teaching has deteriorated. I think thisis almost a gencral proposition
throughout the State,

i Then, Sir, something has been stated in regard (0 sports. It has been
said tl_)at there has been satisfactory progress iuc' the development of sports,
athletics and physical education. I am very happy that it has been recog-
nised that this is an important part of education. Bus, Sir, it 1s perhaps in
the towns thqt there has been sati.factors development. 1 am sure this is
not the case in rural areas, ut least the rural areas I am familiar with in
my constituency and some other hill areas. There has not been any satis.
factory development in sports and physical education in the rural areas,
There are no Playgrounds. Even when with their own efforts the people
manage to construct some plavgrouuds tiiey d>» not get the necessary
assistance from Government with 'reg.u"du to ﬁquipments, coaching, etc.
That is why we have not made the same developmen! along with others. I
thank the Minist-r for Education for a;ranginrr the National School Games
Championship in ShlllOI']FZ.. He said tha it would give some encouragement
to boys and girls to participate. I believe it has given this cncouragement,
but at the same time the enthusiasm generated by the National School
Games Championship should be taken advantag: of and further steps

ghould be taken now to praceed with development of sporis and physical

wdypawion w1 the State-
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Sir, on page 11, there is mention about the activities of the Department
of Information and Public Relations being reoriented and revitalised.
The Public Relations Committees shou'd be made more active and made to
function effectively. It is no use having them when they are not function-
ing.

Then, Sir, lastly in regard to the Medical Department, we have the old
story of lack of sufficient doctors in our State, particularly in the hill areas,
The Minister himself nad admnitted the fact that the doctors do not want
to go to the rural areas. There was a recommendation made not ouly by
the Department concerned but also a High Power Committee that was sent
last year or more than a year ago, I uclieve, to study the problem of
medical and health in the State. Aund one of the recommendations made
was that the doctors serving in the rural areas of the State more particularly
in some of the more difficult areas in the border, where there are no transport
and other facilities, more pay should be paid to the Doctors. But I wonder
what was the result of that recommendation. Up till now nothing has
been donc about it. Then over a year ago, in 1964, a Government
hospital was to be built at Cherrapunji. A siie was sclected in the middle
of 1964. The Chief Exzcutive Memb.r of the District Council, the Deputy
Commissioner, tte Executive Engincer and myself and a few others had™
been there. We thought to start the hospital in the winter of 1964.65.
But now, in 1903-66, still thereis no site, no sign of any work being done in
that Cherrapunji hospital.

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister, Health) : May I
know whether the land has been handed over to the Department ?

Shri STANLEY D. D. NICHOLS-ROY: That I can’t say.

Shri BAIDHYANATH MOOKERJEE : Then tI:Lat allegation should
not have been made. Sir, I visited the arca only the otner day and I heard
that the land had not been handed over duly and steps will be taken when

the land is made over.
My, SPEAKER: Who will hand over the land ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: The District Council, Sir, as
the owner of the land is the District Council. :

Shri STANLEY D.D. NICHOLS-ROY: Sir, I am not concerned
with what they should do. But the point 15 thia.t delay is there. The
Government want speed but somehow O other The hospital does not get buils,
I am happy that the Minister can assuré that the work will now start,

Finally, the Governor has sounded the wor ds of hope upon all of us to
strive unitedly. We also call upon those of the administration to really
strive not only in the plains but in the hills also, Sir, many officers, I am
told, have visited the-border areas for the first time along with Shri Tarlok
Singh. [Itis strange that we have to wait for so many years {or some of
our officers to visit some of the arcas. I recall two or three Block Develop-
ment Committee meetings that I attended where the pointed remark made
by the people and ihe Committee was that though there were 20 to 30
officers listed en the Comraittee, they never atiended. As a matter of facty
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last time when I attended a Block Committee at Mawkyrwat, a pointed
remark was that out of 25 officers or so, only two had showed up. On
asking for the report, the Block Development Gfficer said that they have
never attended. This is rather strange and sad that the people who have
been put on Committees on rural development never attend. In this way
how can we expect the Block Committees to function, unless the administra
tion is toned up not only in the towns but also in rural areas both in the
plains and hills. Sir, it is difficult for us in the Opposition to make much
representation on the Government. But I think it is our duty to point out
whatever lapses there arc in the policy as well as in the working of the
Government. I hope the Government will take whatever remaks we make
in the spirit of trying to work for the development of the State. Thank you,
Sir.
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Shri LILA KANTA BORAH (Kaliabor): Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise
to support the motion moved by my Friend Shri Sarat Chandra Goswami on
the Address of the Governor and oppose the amendr_nents brought by the
hon. Member Shri Khogendra Nath Barbaruah. Sir, I am very grateful
to the Governor for hig illuminating Address. The Governor hag touched

almost all the salient features of Governmental activities. He hag given

¢ ya picture regarding achievement of Governmental activities in the last year

and also about the works which the Government propcses to take up in the
futyre, Sir, the Governer has referred to the stress and strajn through
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which the country had to pass during la_st year. I think,_
Sir, the year 1965 was one of the most critica..l in the annals of
Independent India so far. Pak:star}’s act of aggression in tl:xe Rann of
Kutch and massive aggression which took place in Kashmir paused a
serious threat to security and independcnc; of the country. Sir, the
magnificent performance of our brave Jawans in the battle fields and the
unity and soliderity of our people which they showed at the time of national
crists are really praiseworthy and c_ornrnendable. Sir, the lead which our
great Prime Minister gave at the time oi this na_tiona.] emergency will remain
everin of gold in the lettershistory of India,

Sir, at the beginning of the current year the whole of the country was
plunged into grief duc to the sudden demiss of our beloved Prime Minister,
Shri Shastri at Tashkent where _hc had gone in search of peace. In fact,
Sir, he paved the way for peace in India and Pakistan but he sacrificed his
own life at the altar of peace. The Governor has rightly stated that Shri
Shastri sacrificed his life in the cause of peace and that he died in the hour
of his greatest glory. Sir, we all bow down our heads in respectful homage
to this departed great for what he had done and achieved for India and
humanity at large during the short but eveatful tenure of his office as Prime
Minister of India.

Sir, the Governor has referred to the policy of monopoly procurement
of paddy through co-opcrativ'es. I.-Ie_also referred to the decision of the
Government to establish 27 rice mil'sin the co-operative sector. I think,
Sir, thisis a stcp in the right direction. . Iy appears that Mr. Nichols-Roy
has cautioned the Government to see whether there is actually need for
establishing new rice mills. He said that the milling capacity of the 2xisting
mills are to be taken into consideration before going for any new rice mill
in theState. But, Sir, what we have seen is that the existing millers are
resisting against procurem:nt oy co-operatives. We feel that unless there
is encouragement the whole programme of prozurement by co-operatives
will be a failure, and this is the main reason for whj

‘ . : 3 ich Government has
decided to establish 27 mills in co-operative sector throughout the
State,

Sir, one of our hon. Friends has made glarin

! 3 § Criticism about the pro-
curement made by co-operatives, Sir, there might be lapses here and
there. There might be some mistakes committed by Sotne bl hont Tecauie
they are new to this venture of procurement,  Mistajes are likely to be
committed but from the activities of certain co-operative sosiet; syonly it
will be wrong to cenounce all co-ope:l‘ative societies in the S 1ere e
procurement of paddy. I have seen I my own district of N’o “"‘70%]6 the
co-oprratives have done really praiseworthy wor Shnhee :1,' ak?: e
procurement during last year, 1964-63, we find thag i went upto 83 lakh of
maunds as compared to 45 lakhs of maunds ip the previous -, This is
not a mean achievement. Sir, I think, it is Wrong to ex eCtYeil.} e ot
success in a business venture. We are to judge the achi‘c:\!?eme:t r;s I:I.e:N]lolB.
If we consider co-opetative socicties in respect of Procurement we must
say that their E.L':Plcvemen.t.“. praiseworthy., I do not say thas there
should not be criticism,  Criticisms are always welcome but it e g
realthy and at the same time constructive,

S0 to make a eritic i
criticism  with
regard to co-operatives when we are all wedded to a socialist society,

it will be going against out own principle. So, I hope, our hon. Me,
bers will aways have a sympathetic consideration, sympathetic view and

L
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healthy attitude towards our co-operative sector so that co-operatives may
~~become successful. So far as the question of procurement in the current
year is concerned, a very ambitious scheme of procurement to the tune of
I'25 crore maunds have been fixed. I have, of course, reasonable doubts
whether this target can be achieved as we have seen in the district of

——-  Nowgong where the production of paddy in the current season is not satis-

£

factory due to some drought conditions some areas of the district. I
heard this morning the hon. Minister of Agriculcure making a reference to
this aspect on the floor of the House. However we must say that our achieve-
ment in respect of procurement is reall laudable. What I have come to know
from the Supply Department in our district is that rice is being sent to
every important town of the State including the district of Cachar. Sir, we
all know that Cachar has the benefit of a full-fledged Package Programme

# “and we were told that Clachar rcaped a good harvest in 1964-65 as well

as the prospect in the current year is good. If it bea fact where the
additional output in the Cachar district has gone ? We have much doubt
paddy from Cachar is going out of the State. When our State is finding
difficulty inrespect of food and when we have heard on the floor of
this House that price of paddy has gone up between Rs.25 to 29 per
maund, are we ina position to spare paddy to another State ? Ifit is
done it must go through proper channel and not by backdoor. This
must be checked and I hope, Government will take Strictest measures to
stop paddy going out of the State by unfair means. :

Sir, it is really a matter of serious cencern that our country has been

~m>=_ faced with shortage of food. Itis said that the position in regard to food

F s

a

2

F

in some of the States is very acute. Sir, the current year is considered
to be very critical in respect of food, Sir, we know our country has not
_been able to go ahead as expected in the matter of agricultural output.
- However, Sir, one of the most important feature’s at present in our country
as a whole has been concious about it and there is a Nation-wide drive
to  achieve self-sufficiency in the matter of food. The goal of achieving
sell-sufficiency in food has not been achieved though it is long 18 years
since we attained independence. It appears, Sir, our leaders have of
late come to realise the vital importance for boosting up agncultural
output. Sir, if India is to be assured ofa sustained economic progress
then, Sir, she shall have t» be able to meet the whole of the requirement
of her food which her vast and daily expanding popul'atmn needs.
Sir, Assam also must go hund in hand with the rest_of Ind1a.- \_Ne are,
however,  glad, Sir, as has been shown by the Agncu]’gum Minister in
his speech today that Assam is making a radual progress in respect of self-
sufficiency in food production, This is no doubt a very happy feature
but then, Sir, there is no room for complacency, beca_use we have seen
that there is yet much to be achieved. We. are indeed far lagging
behind and we sce that our people are not getting their food, their two
Square meals a day. Because we are making gradual improvement in respect
of food production that must not make us complacent, because in this
field we have yet to achieve much. Sir, though India has the largest
irrigated acreage of cultivable land asa result of a large number of

= major irrigation projects taken wup by her in the First, Second and

Third Plans, such as Bhakranangal, Tungrabhadra, Damodar Valle

i Hirakud, etc, yet, Sir, there is much yet to be done ¢o assure tlré
farmers of water supply at the time oftheir cultivation. But so far
Assam js concerned, Sir, there isnot a single major irrigation project
in our State though there is vast potentiality for the same, Though
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medium  irrigation programme of Jamuna river has been
undert ken also, Sir, it is not completed. It is still in execution.
Much has been talked about the Kapili river project. Since 1952, Sir,
we have been told in this House year in and year out in the Finance
Minister’s speeches and in the Governor’s speeches that investigation
was being carfried on. Atthe beginaing of the Third Plan period we
were told that in the Third Plan period itself some work would be
undertaken such as construction of buildings, construction of roads and
other preliminary nature of work and the major work would he taken
up in, the Fourth Plan. But, Sir, we find that Government have not done
anything about this. This has been, it appears, Lkept in the cold
storage. There is possibility of converting this scheme into a multi-
purpose river valley project 1 do notknow, Sir, why it has been kept
back. I would request the Government and particularly, the Chief
Minister to take up this matter seriously, so that it may he converted
into a major irrigation project. Sir, apart {rom major irrigation pro-
Jjects we are to undertake some lift irrigation projects, because I find
there is much scope for such projects in our State. Itis of course true
that there is paucity of fund in our State and our State is economically
very backward. But then, Sir, we cannot afford to neglect our
farmers. 90 percent of the people are living in the villages and about
8) percent of them is cultivators. Unless we try to give benefit to the

agriculturists then there will be no remarkable improvemen: ip our
State (Bell rang),

Mr SPEAKER: Please try to conclude.

Shri LILA KANTA BORAH: So, Sir, I would like
Government to take some lift irrigation projects, 1.€,, irrigation by pump-
ing sets powe:ed by electricity. In this connection, Sir, I would like (o
Lring to the notice of the Minister of Agriculture about a matter, j.e.
when Dr K.L. Rao, Union Mini-ter ot State for Irrication and Power
came to see the flood havoc at Haumura near Silghat, he suggested to
our Agriculture Minister to submit a scheme of lift irrigation there so
that the Koliabar area which goes dry as a result of the blockade at the
mouth of Kolong river may be beneficed by such a scheme. He assured
¢ niral assistance to this scheme al-o, but though it is about two years
sin ¢ tha! assurance was given and though the Union Minister of State
asied for ascheme to be s bmitted, I have come to know that the
same has not yet been finalised. Sir, I would like 10 bring to the notige of
the G.veinment one fact that time is the esseniial factor in BiVing effect
tosruch an assurance for if tne person giving such assurance pe no
longer in th: particular position then the whole assurance falls through,
So, I request the Agriculrure Minister to rake it up with top-most
priority and send the scheme to the Central Government, :

Thank you, Sir.

o request
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Raja AJIT NARAYAN DEB (Kokrajhar):  Mr. S\peaker, Sir, 1
support the motion moved by the hon. Friend, Shu_ Sarat Chandra
Goswami. Sir,in view of the fact that thereare many hon. Membkers
who want to spéak and also in view of tI}C fact_ that almost all _lhe points
have heen discussed, I won’t take much time of the House. I will discuss

only one point and a few others in the context of the conditicns ¢btaining
in my district,

Sir, the Governor in his speech has mentioned that the
ment is concerned about the welfare of the people and holds out
that the administrative reforms will be done to make the adminj
machinery perfect by giving proper training, etc, etc, New,
we heard in the speeches of the hon. Members ? W
this inefliciency and consequent corruption and other th
the hon, Members have spoken about that and some of

Govern. _
a hope
strative
Sir'whai 1ave
ve find that so far
Ngs remain,  All
them have gone to
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the extent of saying that every official is corrupt and one member prescribed
that there should be some law legalising the amount of biibery. But, Sir,
anyway, the Governor holds out a hope that something will be done after
the completion of the reportof the Administrative Reforms Committe. Sir,
this is not a new thing. As early as 1957, in this very H: use, a resolution was
moved by the Opposition Member and Government by that time oppesed
the idea of constituting a Committee 1o go into the details of inefficiency
and corruption The then Finance Minister who replied on behalf of the
Government, said that there is no necessity of 2 new Con mitice to go
into the details  f corruption and other things. He queted a number of
reports of different Committees which were available with the Govein-
ment. He referred to the Bergal Administrative Enquiry  Cemmittee
Report, the Government of India Officers® Shortage Committee Repor

the Government of India Administrative Machinery
Committee Report, the Economy Committce Rerort, tte Hyderab d
Committee Report and be also said that Assam has already corstituteda
Central Organisation and Methods Division and had sent out questionnaire
to all Subdivisional Officers and Deputy Commissionersto give ther
su gestions how to improve the administrative machinery. But, Sir,
unlortunately, after eight years we hear again the same thing being
repeated. That mcans Government being very much alive to the wel{are
of the people have constituted a Commiitee, namely, the Administrative
Reforms Committee and training centres and other things which were
supposed to _have been done long aco. Sir, the Committee and reports
themselves do not contribute much to the eradication of evils of corruption,
The Finance Minister of the time also said that what was necessary was the
determination to implement those recommendations ava:lable at that time,
He quoted the Gorwala report, a copy of which I have also got here.

Now, quoting all these reports available to the State and the Central
Gavernment, Shri A. D, Gorwala said that all these reports contain valuable
recommendations regarding the action to be taken. “They tell us what
to do and what they tell us to do is for the most part worth doing.” “The
broad trends of reforms recommended are similar with a few exceptions
sometimes but not always relatable to local conditions. Broadly speaking
itwould appear that what has # be done is known and in some cases hag
been begun but thegeneral defett is that action over the wrole field has
not been taken and pursued with vigour and determination.’”> And the
same report says—<“The shortfall in administrative efficiency may be com.
pared to the shortage in food. It isa problem of similar gravity, cimension
and public import.” Now agam, regarding corruption, itis really not a
happy affair to see that things today in 1966 are going onas before, In
another report it is'said that “because of such corruption in the administra-
tion, there is dilution of responsibility through various stages of delegation
of powers unassociated with local opinion and there is constant possibili ty
of the emergence of privileged groups; power tends to concentrate in
few hands and remain there.” If we go through these reports we find that
it is not the government officers alone that should be blamed but there are
other factors which contribute to the growth of this evil. There are politi.
cal parties and power politics which tend to bring corruption. “They can be
eliminated only by constant and intelligent vigilance on the part of the
citizens” as Shri A. D. Gorwala says. That is what is not happening. We
start implementing a report, but the defect is that action over the whole
field is not taken with vigour and gradually in the passage of time we

forget it,

v —
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Sir, I cannot conclude this peint better than by quoting Rev. J. J. M.
Nichols-Roy who said-—¢“Whatever rules and procedures there msay be, the
attitude of the officers must impress upon the people that they are honest
and righteous men and they have the spirit of service and they feel that it is
their duty to serve the people. > We must Impress upon our people also about
that. The Government officers under the British rule felt that they were
the masters of the administration, but we cannot do so; our officers should
know that cur Government is not a foreign government. It is our own
government; our officers should feel that they are working for the welfare
of the people and they are the servants of the people.

Now, Sir, T would like tc say a few words with regard to the conditions
of my district. Sir, so far as the district of Goalpara is concerned, we have
scarcity of essential commodities like mustard oil, sugar, pulses and lastly
rice and paddy. >ir, at the time when paddy was selling at Barpeta at Rs.14
per maund, it was sold at Rs. 45 on the other side of the district, 4. e in
Goalpara, due to restriction of movement of rice from one district to another.
Sir, due to Quit India Netice many of the Muslims have become panicky
and they have stopped ploughing their lands. As a result, 1 am afraid, the
next paddy will be worse than last year. On 25th Iecember 1965 there
was a conference with the Chief Minister at Dhubri of all the local M. L.As,
M. Ps. and local officers. In that meeting we have pointed out the diffi-
culties of our district to the Chief Minister and we made certain suggestions
also. One cf the points discussed was about Ahu paddy seeds. The Chief
Minister was pleased 1o note all the points we raised. . As regards Ahu
paddy we have very little Ahu paddy this year and the price has gone up
to Rs. 50 per maund. Moreover, seed is not available. The price of the
seed is very high and it will be 100 much for our poor cul-
tivator to manage. Sir, I request the hon, Chief Minister to take note of
it and to see if some paddy seeds can be made available to our poor cuiti-
vators from the Government godowns.  Sir, the pecple of Goalpara
are very backward not only.m !ucraf:y l_)ut In many aspects. Sir, the district
of Goalparais a border district—~Pakistan is on the West and China is on
the North. So, we have got many borders, with foriegn States, Luckily,
duc to Taskent talk, aggression in the Wcst. from Pakistan has stopped.
We may be safe for the time being. But something may crop up any time.

Then with regard to China, Bhutan is not a very strong State to resist if
it is attacked. Goalpara being in the forefront, its people must have very
high morale as high morale is the foundatioa of courage and bravery. §g
we must see that some measures are taken up in this distr:c:_t for the uplifi-
ment of education of its masses and for bettering the condition of supply
and such other things. The Governor mentioned about arca‘developmcnt
schemes but I do not know why such schemes cannot be introduced ip
the Goalpara district. There have been industrial schemes both in private
and public sectors in all othsr districts but we do not hear of any such
scheme of Government for the district of Goalpara.

Then, Sir, we are very pleased to know that we are going to have a

. . . E E - L= S ¢ €

second University in Assam but I do not know on what grounds the present

place has been selected for this purpose 2nd I do not know why Goalpara
hould not have been selected for this purpose.
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We have some dispensaries in our district

: x e
: : 1an medical in name. We havesome

but some of them are nothing more tl e L R S

dispensaries. Where there are no doctors, ther P

either. But this is more or less a general cry all m'fer-the State._. I can parti-
cularly name three places in my district where there are no patients but only

dispensary buildings which do not justify such expenses in those places.

Then regarding dispensaries.

Sir, when the Governor mentioned about flood .control and the Agri-
culture Minister spoke zbout measures taken ln'tl.ll{; 1egard}; Inreply to the
debate I expected that the Minister W_Ollld sp(_aak a Oult CFampamatl river
which is causing great havoc to its neighbouring PeolP_ S aion the control of
flood in Champamati a bund was put and as a resu 11; water flowed through
the silted bed creating great havoc on either of this bund, resulting in gieat
loss to the villagers.

(The Chairman rang the bell).

Mr. Chairman, could you kindly allow me to speak for another two
minutes ?

Mr, CHAIRMAN: I am sorry.
Mr. Hopingstone Lyngdoh.

Shri HOPINGSTONE LYNGDOH (Nongstoin, Reserved for
Scheduled Tribes): Mr. Chairman,. I thank you for giving me this
opportunity to take part in this debatc on the Governor’s Address to this
August House and on the mation of amendment moved in this connection.

Mr. Chairman, Sir, the Governor has made a formal Address before the
House. I do not want to say much on this but what I want to say is on the
broad policies of the Government which hazve been referred to in his Ad-
dress. Sir, first of all, I draw the attention of this Housc to the food crisis in
the country. ‘We have seen and we have heard that our country is facing a
great problem of food shortage. I do not want to repeat what some of my
hon. friends, both from ruling party and opposition, have spoken on this
food crisis but I want to refer to some incidents here in our district and
especially, in my areas which I represent. Mr. Chairman, the Government
have adopted the grow-more-food policy and set out a food production
campaign in the country and it scems such a campaign has been extensively
carried on in this district, but the campaign is being defeated by the
land policy of the Government. OQur district physically is not so much
different from other hill districts and here there are only a few low lands
where people can carry on wet cultivation and it is very difficult to have
plain land for wet cultivation in order to grow paddy ard other cereals, but
Sir, the policy of the Government in this respect is very discouraging, Tt is
surprising to say that when the country is facing food crisis and food
shortage Government is embarking on policies by which lands fit for agricul-
tural purposes have been acquired for some other purposes, such as, electric.
city, residents and so on. An arca which isnot lar from here, anybody
can scc it tomorrow or today, 7.¢., the Umroi Va lley where Bhoi people are
living and cultivated paddy and even supplied the same to feed the pecple
of Shillong and who are in a precarious position—helpless condition after e
main dam has been constructed as a huge area of cultivable land 11as)been
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submerged under water and nothing has been left for agricultural purposes
and nothing has been arranged for irrigation from the project. The more
surprising thing is, Sir, besides this calamity to the people of that area, the
Government has announced to acquire on the other side of this Valley ano-
ther huge area of cultivable land for construction of residential quarters for

the border security force. Sir, Umiam Valley is the gift to the Bhoi people
for cultivation,

But I wonder, Sir, during the food campaign why this force should be
placed there and not in the border areas and why not acquire land which
is not fit for cultivation ? Tt is very very unfortunate to say that Govern=
ment adopt one policy but implement the other thing. The Bhoi pecple are
now crying and I do not want that any revolution should arise out of this
policy of Government, Mr. Chairman, Sir, I have just referred to some
other matter and that is—the Government is intending to exiend clectricity
which according to the Governor’s speech—the electricity which has been
generated by two or three projects has been able to supply outside the
State. It is unfortunate to hear that Assam Eleciricity Board has decided
to extend electricity by submerging some more cultivated lands and Govern-
ment is also helping to do that for the purpose to acquire those lands.  Sir,
this morning people came and told me that survey people were coming and
roaming in their gardensand also entered even to their kitchens. The
Mawkriah people came and told me about this, They said the Electricity
people have gone to the Mylliem area, Mawkriah area and Sadew area.
‘They are trying to get the project- established there in the Mylliem State
and they are disturbing the cultivated Paddy fields. These areas prodace
food, crops and grains considerably and stabilise food supply during the
period of food shortage. From this arca people produce paddy, potatoes,
maize and various kinds of vegetables. They are carrying intensive cultiva-
tion, adopting the modern method with the use of fertilizers. These places
are on the road side of Shillong-Cherra and Shillong-Ma\\'ngap where
people coming from the south :imd from the whole western side can see them
serving as model or demonstration farm. It helps other people for adopting
new: process of cultivation, But now 11_1cse people are being disturbed at a
time while they are ploughing and sowing seeds in the fields,

I also want torefer to some other maiter 'in my constituency_ Some
Survey people, 1 do not know, but I have received report that the people
have been disturbed when they are working in their fields. The people of
Rangshken came to me yesterday to ask me }-‘v’hS’ 1]’{"}’ have heen disturbed
by those unknown people when they are busy in their fields. I haye been
reported that the land boundary pillars were destroyed and used for makin
tents of those survey people (according to reports and complaints), They
have disturbed the whole western area where 1h0usml_ds of people are living.
I do not know whyat the moment of production campaign nothin
has been done for the agricultural development of the area but whijle
cultivators are busy in the ficlds, they are being disturbed by such careless
personnel if they are surveyors at all. T am afraid, Sir, if things go on like this
the situation will be very very critical, Although, we have beep trying glwavs
to convince the people about their co-operation in Government’s effo )ts
they are now feeling something against the wishes of the Governm t i :
Government has laid great importance on p ent itself,

atienal integration byt ir 2
. ( u
reported thatin Mawdoh area the Survey People are cutting down tf(;lt'ezi
+ [ reliod i l
trees where people perform religious ceremonies and now with this incident

the religious right of the Khasi is being threatened. I am sorry that I had to
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refer to so many things which are not nice to the ears of the Government
doing this so called great emergency. Sir, my time is shortand I would like
to refer to another matter ; and thatis about the indiscipline amongst the
Government officials in dealing with their respective matters and also matters
of administration. Last time when I came here on the 25th and 26th
January after my touring into the interiors, I saw a motor accident at a
place 2 miles from Boko. There the people were lying right andleft of the
road from Hahim and crying for help. The bazar bus tumbled down in
the field and I saw the unfortunate people. At that moment I ran to the
Boko Police Station to tell them to go to help the people, but the Police Officer
told me—why should the Police go there ; the people should come to
them with a réport in writing. It seems that these oflicers have no responsibi-
lity and it is not their duty to help those people. I told them, to the Police,
that they mauy take aay vehicle in their jucisdiction to go there and
help the dying people. I ran to the Health unitand told the Doctor,
Nurses and the Compounder to rush to the place with some first-aid
medicine, bandage, ete., but in reply they told that the wounded people
should be brought to the hospital. It isvery unfortunate to note that in
the emergency time Doctors, Nurses and Police Officers do not rcalis_c their
responsibility even to help people meeting with road accidents like this.

Shri EMERSON MOMIN (Tura, Reserved for Scheduled
Tribes): Mr. Chairman, Sir, in the first instance 1 would thank hon.
Member Shri Goswami for bringing the motion of thanks to the Governor’s
Address. I would also like to thank the other hon. Members who spoke on
behalf of the Hill people and about their uvpliftment. I would particularly
mention the name of Shri P. K. Choudhury who made mention ol the back-
ward Garo people living in his constituency. Sir, I want to say here for
the information of the August House that the geographical position of the
Garo Hills is known to all, but I am afraid details of the district are not
known to many. The Governor could not give the detailed information of
the district in his short speech. I would now speik a few words on the
fOUowing : roads, medical, agriculture, education, general administration
and supplies, and industries.

The Government proposed to construct roads on top priority . basis
on the border areas but it hasfailed. In the last two years
the road construction in the Garo Hills district has not been as expected.
The reasons are known to .3, Last month in a meeting of the officers pre-
sided over by D.C ,the Executive Engineer, said that the bottleneck
is there, in not having adequate grants for the construction of roads,
Surely, if grants are not forthcoming sufficiently the construction could not
be made in scheduled time. It is hoped that this time enough grants would
be provided. The road from Bazhmara to Nangal Bibra was taken un since
5/6 years butevery tine when questioned about the completion of the road
the re ly is th:t due to infestation of wild elephants the road could not he
completed. Also another road, the Manikchar road to Mahcndm:ganj and -
Moheskhola, is also not complete. Government, I hope, will kindly look intq
this very important work, Shri Tarlok Singh, a Member of the Plannipe
Commition has been visiting Garo Hills recently, and I hope he will he able

to properly assess the real necessities of the district.
; [}

I now come to the medical aid to the people of the district. The

Medical Minister has been visiting the district, Tura and other places very
often. It can be understood that he must have been well acquainted with all
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the placcs and their special needs.  During the last four years four hospitals
with stafl’ quarters were constructed. ‘They are so long without even a
Chowkidar. Tt is learnt that last year about four months back Chowkidarg
were appointed, But they are still without any doctor or compounder to
give relief to. the aiiing people. If dearth of doctors is the problem .then at
least compounders could be appointed to serve the people with
common ailments. If qualified compceunders are also wanting then retired
compounders may be appointed on contract basis. If Minister wants I could
give the names of some willing retired compounders for employment, The
Tura Civil Hospital is ton much congested. There was a proposal to shift
the present hospital to a newly selected site. It is the desire of the public
that the shifting be affected soon. The Medical . Minister knows that the
kitchen where food is cooked for the patients is just close to the T B, hos-
pital and the morgue is on the southern side and there is a one foot-path
to carry dead bodies to that morgue. The path passes the kitchen, the
maternity ward and the T.B. ward. It is unsanitary to carry dead
bodies through this foot-path. Ifthe shifting of the hospital is not possible
at an early date then a new foot-path should be constructed through the
outskirts of the hospital compound just evading the passing: through the
different wards mentioned above,

I amspeaking now about the agriculture. Tt is encouraging that ajl
available flat Iands are being converted into wet-cultivation lands, If proper
irrigation facilities could he provided (o these newly: reclaimed lands thep
the ‘Grow More Food Campaign’ can he expected to prosper. Further go
many other dry lands require water, Peaple themselves are trying to
irrigate their lands by constructing dams to take water to their fields, hug
sometimes they fail.” In such cases they look for some help from the
Government, butitis a sad thing that they do not get any help. Another
most inportant thing for the farmers is the supply of plough. Cattle-lifiin
is still going on in the border areas and these farmers are incapable of
purchasing cattle for ploughing their lands, I would, therefore, request the
Government to give liberal help to these farmers to buy plough cattle with
which alone they would be able to start their cultivation this year, Last
year they somehow' could do some cul_tiva‘tion 1:_;},* hiring cattle from the
nighbouring places Jike l\fI'ankachar and Kakripara in the Goalpara districe,
But this may not help this year. Paddy seeds of Ahu and Sali also will
be required by these farmers. Fertilisers may kindly be lniroduced amony
the farmers of the border areas. =

Sir, in the matter of education I draw the kind attention of the Edu.
cation Minister to give liberal aids to the educational institutiong of the
Garo Hills—Venture M. E. Schools, L. P. Schaols and High Schools,

Sir, in the matter of education, though I am saying this in later Portian,
the Education Minister knew it very wc}l that more liberal help g neces-
sary in the district of Garo Hills with the grants of money for maj ntaining
schools, the State managed schools as well as the Venture Schouls, There
was a proposal for opening a Normal School in Tura, but we are sorry that
we have not heard any more (_)f' 118 being established, I hOpe the
scheme is not thrown out and soon it will be brought. o action. It was
learnt that some thousands of money have been sanciloned for the purpose
but we do not know any more what has happend to it, There wasa pro~
posal that the Tura College will be taken over by the Government ; there-
fore may 1request the Goyernment that the College be taken over by the
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Education Department this year ? It is also requested that more grants may
kindly te allotted for maintaining Venture Schoals of L. P. and M.E.
standard in the district of Garo Hills also. There was also proposal for cons-
tructing a hostel of hundred seats for boys to be adjusted with the Multipur-
pose High School of Tura, but sad to mention that no construction has
been started up till now. With this important suggestion I would again say
that I am grateful to the Governor for delivering his speech on behalf of
bis Government. Yet I ar to add that atpage three the Governor has
mentioned the Village Defence Parties. Itis indeed true that the Defence
Partics are useful organizations. And they are useful in maintaining peace in
the village. But what I would say here is this—that nominal grant of Rs. 10
per defence organisation is very inadequate. It must be raised to Rs. 30
for necessary expenscs, Sir, I had more points but as there is no tiwe, I

conciude.

Adjournment

The Assembly then adjourned till 10 A. M. on Monday, the 28th TFebe
ruary, 1966.

Shillong, 7] R. C. CHAUDHURI,
Seccretary,
The 25th June, 1960. Legislative Assembly, Assam.
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