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Proceedings of the Twelfth Session of the Assam Legislative
Assembly assembled after the Third General Election
under the Sovereign Democratic Republican
Constitution of India

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong at 9 A M
on Friday, the 25th February, 1966. ’

PRESENT

Shri MAHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY, s.L., Speaker in
the Chair, eight Ministers, two Ministers of State, three Deputy
Ministers and fifty-four Members. :

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
STARRED QUESTIONS

(To which oral answers were given)
Re: Erosion caused by Jhanji River
Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguri) asked:

*4, Will the Minister-in-charce of Public ~ Works Department
(Embankment and Drainage) be pleased to state—

. (&) Whether Government is aware that the Amguri town of
Sibsagar Subdivision, is being eroded by Jhanji river and
only a few feet are there to erode Amguri-Mockokchung
Road, Kumar Gaon and Girls’ H. E. School ?

(b) Whether Government have received petitions from the Town
Committee and others in this regard ?

(c) If so, what action is taken to protect the town -at the
earliest ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY [Mirister, Public Works

‘Department (F. C. & L)] replied:

4. (a)—‘YCSa
(b)—Yes.
(c)—The scheme for protection of Amguri Town as well as the

reach near Girls’ High Schogll has been approved by Flgod Control Board
in its last meeting held on 29th January 1966 and the work is being taken

up. :
P Shri DULAL GHANDR*% BARUA (Jorhat) - S[r, what is the
estimated cost of this project ! ;

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : Sir, for one reach of
2180 ft. it will be about Rs.4 lakhs 36 thousand and for the portion o
tackle the problem concerning the Girls’ High School the estimated
cost is about Rs.80 thousand. However these are subject to detailed

estimate. ’
Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : When Government propose

to take up the scheme, Sir ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : Sir, the scheme was

_sanctioned only on 29th January last and ‘we have asked for a detailed

scheme. In the meantime we have taken steps for inviting tenders for
collection of boulders, etc,
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

(To whice answers were laid on the table)

Amguri-Borghola Bund

Dr. GHANASHYAM DAS (Neorth Salmara, Reserved for Sche-
duled Castes) asked :

6. Will the Minister, P. W. D., (E. and D.), be pleased to state-

(a) Whether Government is aware that Amguri-Borghola Bund
was breached by last flood due to non-completion of the
work in time ?

(b) If so, whether this will be completely repaired this year
before the monsoon starts ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, P. W. D,
Flood Control, etc.) replied :

6. (a)—The work copld not be completed due to vehement public
obstructions and early.ram. The incomplete bund therefore breached
due to inadequate section.

(b)—Yes.

Dr GHANASHYAM DAS : May I know if the repair work
has been started by now for the completion of the bund ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : So, far as the breach
was concerned it was closed by the Department during the last flood
season. 'The work has already been taken up and it is expected to be
completed within March, 1966. T

Re : Damage due to flood in North Bank of Goalpara Subdivision

Dr. GHANASHYAM DAS (North Salmara, Reserved for Sche.
duled Castes) asked :

7. Will the Minister, P. W. D., (F. C. and 1.), be pleased to state-

(a) Whether Government is aware that the Lengtisinga and
Santoshpur areas in the North Bank of Goalpara Syb.
division were very badly darlaged by flood during the
last 2 years causing immense miseries to the public ?

(b) If so, what protection measures Government propose to take
in these areas ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Flocd Con.
trol, etc.) replied :

7. (a)—Yes, to some extent.
(b)—There is no proposal of construction of embankment beyond

Lengtisinga and Langla at present to protect the areas downstream of
these places from floods,
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L
Dr GHANASHYAM DAS: May I know. why no proposal has
been made for extension of the bund beyond Lengtisinga 2

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : Sir, the technical
advice is that the existing embankment cannot be extended to the
Lengtisinga. arca beyond the P. W.D. road as the embankment
has got to be kept at a safe distance from the river as severe
erosion is going on in that place.

RAJA AJIT NARAYAN DEB (Kokrajhar) : Have the Govern-
ment found out any means for doing something to stop erosion
in that place ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : Sir, solution of no
problem is technically impossible for human being provided the
cost can be found out. With the mecagre fund at our disposal
we can only think of cheaper methods, possibly with the fund
now at our disposal nothing more can be done immediately.

Re : Cultivators of Dibrugarh Subdivision
Shrimati LILY SEN GUPTA (Lahoal) asked :
8. Will the Minister, Agriculture be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that Government propose to develop the
present deplorable conditions of the cultivators of Dibru-~
garh Subdivision ? ‘

(b) If so, how ?

(c) Whether Government has also taken up the Package Pro-
gramme in Dibrugarh Subdivision ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Agriculture‘j
replied :

3 lfo,d (a)—The Agricultural Development Programme which Govern-
ment have undertaken or propose to uudcrtake. is intended, amongst
other things, to improve the conditions of the cultivators of the State as
a whole, and Government do not }hmk 1t necessary to have a special
programme for the cultivators of Dibrugarh Subdivision.

(b—A number of D_evqloprpeut Schemes, for_ example, improved
seed distribution, fcrtilizcr‘dxstrlbupon, p]an_t protection, minor irrigation
land reclamation, distribution of farm machineries and Implements, green
manuring are being implemented by the Government through the Ancha-
lik Panchayats/Development Blocks. Through these _schemes certain
supplies necessary for Agricultural development and Improvement are
made and facilities offered and the cultivators, by taking advantage of
these, and taking advice and instructions from the Extension staff can
improve their agriculture and thereby bctter_their €conomic conditions,
A short institutional training for 10 days on improved agricultural prac-
tices is also given to the Progressive Farmers at t_he four Gram Sevak
Training Centres at Jorhat, Khanapara, Upper thll_ong and Arunachal
to enable them to adopt improved agricultural practices and t0 increase
their agricultural production thereby.

{c)—No. 3
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Dr. HOMESWAR DEB CHOUDHURY (Pataeharkuchi) : Sir,
may 1 know the factors for which the cultvators® of the Dibrugarh
Sub-division are suffering from deplorable conditions ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : Sir, the condition of
the cultivators of Dibrugarh Subdivision is not different from the
cultivators of the rest of the areas in the State. The words “deplo-
rable conditions’> have not been used by me:; these words have
been used by the hon. Member who has put the question.

“Shri MOHANANDA BORA (Bihpuria) : Sir, in reply to (c)
the answer is ‘No’. But may I know whether Government intend
to take up package programme in the North Lakhimpur Sub-
division ?

Mr. SPEAKER : That is a new question. Can you reply to the
question, Mr. Choudhury ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : Sir, we have taken
up rice package programme in Goalpara, Darrang, Nowgong, Sib-
sagar, Kamrup and United Khasi & Jaintia Hills Districts.

Shri BISWADEV SARMA (Balipara) : Sir, may I know why
the Lakhimpur district has been excluded from the Package Pro-

gramme 2

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : Sir, criterion for selection
of Package Blocks is possibility of increasing the production to
the maximum . The officers and the Technical Committee which
use to go into this question had recommended the Blocks in the
aforesaid districts. - They did not advise to take up any Block in
the Lakhimpur District possibly, according to them these areas
had better potential than other areas.

Shri BISWADEV SARMA : What potential is that ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : Potential for increased
production as quickly as possible

Shri RADHA KISHAN KHEMKA (Tinsukia): w5
weziwen fospate  wzgaih  Deficit area 3f @it oifers Sfe «3
Package Programme fafica &7 2 ,

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : Deficit area
Package Programme 73 ¢l 35 =7 |

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : Sir, may I know whether
the Committee that has been set up to go into this matter haye
submitted the report to the Government ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : Sir, it is not a regular
committee. The Departmental officers consisting of the Director of
Agriculture and Commissioner for Agricultural Production and the
Director of Panchayat often associated with them, select these
blocks and take approval of the Government, X
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Shri MOHANANDA BORA: =7 wcziney fopofs  Teaich
Deficit arca 3fa  twrm afrs wir  feows Ry @i GEai
surplus area  3ff7 cotdts witw | 9% B WrEFS fifves e e

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: =% Sfsics twem
@ YoAfecnFiea Silen 115 s Aifisierz Package Pragramme
@I atesl | 12 7B surplus area =9 itz S wfs it
Teoftre 3@ RN AR | 9hR SfEslR oo wiblRfElT S &oasm
Ffarz Block select =3 1

Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH : (Amguri) May I
know whether Government have collected  figures about the pumPer of

cultivators who are suffering from deplorable condition ? If s0, what
is their number ?

Mr. SPEAKER : That question does not arise.

Shrimati LILY SEN GUPTA : ¥ Tczivts e @ Deficit
arca_© Package Programme fiz cm=icd | fGf¥Eme cafens
AT, ST ST SiEm shds e twm etmtes Fiaa
frqq wfacd a2 Package Programme %= caiaicars ¢

Shri MOINUL, HAQUE CHOUDHURY : v+ =41 tary
@ Sfs AITFE St s Ffw @it w4 ficy fore TREE ean
3fe 79 @R | S i 3fFT sl wifvss ok 4t RHEEEEkE)
tzg | diferw fifEis Block © 9 oifeie Sesfi ifm W e
Package Programme e tztm =i Fi5 REtes Deparmental
programme (i)

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Jorbag): =

Packge Programme 23 9% 'S 79 (12ch] (Ffem select =i T ?

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY - oIS 7oq B
Block selection ¢z <ty | 22608 bIS CIEHARI fEate Siom, fRapn.
o, CRIFSININ AT oM, TS, (FEI, AN, DI A et o,
Foitg faata A, FRMAE 9 4bAem ;) fen R »

: SIRL Csitatais
(corefa), @R (8 i) G BN SSes-ve b cotaimami
fort wie AR w@ed e, {yai e gnnefy i T

shafsfa ; Pl el w9, Rt wwn e
citemmm ;_Aigi oely fER @R I ST Shee-vy s et
Atgl JfEET ; TEET IR VIR TN wie amy - g
qE AR T G SO = NS U S aiteiey exfem |

Shri BISWADEV SARMA: (fEog T2 fawer 30
srzigen wad f9cIem =9 o4 (3 7

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: srp o 755
2 A 7P AFET gaE | .
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Shri RADHA KISHAN KHEMKA: & W@ & @
fafg=is 312 ai==ica Sevitws =24 it Sits 92 Package Programme
e | fepee EEAls ciiveica BsAinT T3 GIREE FEd 2

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: 33 @3
(FTACF 9 AtE SOBCS A AFCAl 513093 2A dics |

Shri LAKSHMI PRASAD GOSWAMI (Lahawighat) :
Package Programme &1 & #6a7 Fd &g 2 Gpsos #@3ca
atw 5 Foad Siacd =3, CBfA9C7 53Fica ([903pm FEw o 2

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : w91 330w
2rgt ¢F Alpteam Afaa FACAE @l tEry | Sitel wmA, i Sstiva
IfFg TR Al ZT

Shri MOHANANDA BORA : 4305 =41 Y&l wstven icac
cg In matters of procurement, wivd % =TT fSors ARE~ =S
spw 73 WE 2AAm AS 23 wazas ofs fFw Package  Pro-
gramme CAidl T 2

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: 3¢ 33
A e I I 1 [0 | = G i B |

] B

F Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA: 4% Package Pro-
gramme &S fF T Tadtra 4fa Ffaaca faoiface ws fegls
wfaF BF 435 (A9 ? ,

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: 3@t caim
Programme s S ed IfH T GI66 GR twrg—sly W
Staffing pattern, Intensive work Iifra  T=ET 93 FH F9 39 |
catast e o rm aEEor -

Re : Discharge of unqualified Primary School Teachers
$hri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Jorhat) asked :

9. Will the Minister-in-charge of Education be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that some teachers of Primary Schools
have béen discharged by the Government considering
them to be unqualified ?

(b) Lf so, what is the number and when they have been dis-
charged ?

(c) Whether it is a fact that Government is (o re-instate them
as per orders passed by the Honourable High Court ?

(d) If so, what will be the amount involved for the payment of
their arrear pay ?

“»
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Shrimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA (Deputy Minister, Educa-
tion) replied ! .

9. (a)—Yes.
(b)—1,090 were discharged from Ist April, 1963.

(c)—The whole matter is subjudice in an appeal before the
Supreme Court.

{d)—Does not arisc atthis stage.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : May I know from the hon,
Deputy Minister when the hon. High Court issued notice to the

Government to this effect ?

_ Myr. SPEAKER : What notice ?

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : The hon. High Court haye
given direction to the Government to reinstate the discharged Lower
Primary School teachers.

Shrimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA : That date is not with

mec now.

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE (Katigora) : When did
the Government go to the Supreme Court ?

Shrimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA : About a2 month back.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : Have Government calculated
how much amount they would have to pay if the Supreme Court
decide in favour of the teachers ?

Mr. SPEAKER : That is a hypothetical question.

Shri BISWADEV SARMA (Balipara) : May I know the cxant
direction of the hon. High Court to the Government ip this behalf?

Myr. SPEAKER : I think thatis not available,

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : May I know updey whist
rule and circumstances these teachers have been discharged from
service °?

Shrimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA : They were not qualiﬁed‘.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : On what DA i
been made  underqualified ? Y

Mr. SPEAKER : That point will be decideq by the Court.
The matter is subjudice.

Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguri) : May I
know who appointed these unqualified gteachers ?
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f Shrimati KOMOL EKUMARI BARUA : They were appoint
s temporarily by the Subdivisional School Boards. % Fpottcd

RAJA AJIT NARAYAN DEB (Kokrajkar) : May 1 know what
qualifications they are supposed to possess, according to Govern-
ment 2

Shrimati IFOMOL KUMARI BARUA : The minimum -quali-
fication is Matriculation or they must pass the teachers’ test exami-
nation, conducted by the Edueation Department.

Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH : May I know whether

the time of giving appointments to them, qualified persons

at
?

were available

Shrimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA : Appointments  were
temporary and it was understood  that as soon as qualified teachers
would be available they would be discharged.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : Since when did the Govern-
ment decide that the minimum qualification should be Matriculation ?

Shrimati KOMOL EKUMARI BARUA : The minimum quali-

was laid down by the State Board in 1952 and all the
school boards as well as the teachers through  their Centre Secretaries
were informed accordingly. But some of the School Poards had
appointed some teachers temporarily, who were under-qualified.

fication

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : What were the tcrms and
conditions under which they were, appointed ?

Shrimati KOMOL KUMARI BARUA : Their  appointments
were purely temporary.

Shri BISWADEV SARMA : May I know whether this analogy

will be followed in other departments also 5

Mr. SPEAKER : How can she reply to that ? Sh
speak about the Education Department. Rl

Announcement by the Speaker 7z : Arrest and release of Mempe T

Mr. SPEAKER : Order, order. Here is an  anm
Under Rule 166 of the Rules of Procedure and "‘é‘;‘;‘ye“?““-
Business  1n Assarm Legislative Assembly, I hereby info UcE Gt
House that Shri Ram Prasad Das, an elected Membcrm} Uik
Assam Legislative Assembly representing Bijni Constitucncy wag i -the
and released on Bail on the 23rd January, 1566T S S:',u*w.sted
408/467/477 of the Indian Penal Code, | Bipocaons

<y
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Personal Clarification by a Memhber for the use of the word
“Marowari” in course of the debate on the Governor’s
Address on the 22nd February, 1966

Shri MOHANANDA BORA (Bihpuria) sl wars qcafry,
SEME MR AT R A8 I3 ceEpar Sified fem TE IR
SEAcE  Aedles aB T w g | O Tgele 1R T e
T GFical 79 ¢ AT TR A oF A @ A Te 95 ciel-
BT Sign Board =2 fima  amal - sfie—z  fomew
CFItn A~ [ Tieds TN odn ffrm Tifiee |
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Adjournment Motion for Alleged lathi-charge om a number of
women by the Police of the Dhakualkhana Police Station on 13th

February, 1966

Mr. SPEAKER : T have received notice of an Adjournment
Motion from Shri Tarapada Bhattacharjee, Shri Dulal Chandra
Barua, Shri Khogendra Nath Barbaruah and Shri Rampirit Rudrapaul.
I want to hear from any one of them about the admissibility
of the motion. -

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE (Katigora) : M. Speaker,
Sir, under Rule 56, we have tabled this Adjournment Motion,
Information has reached wus that the Police lathi-charged ahout
100 women on the 13th of this month, ~

Mr. SPEAKER : What is the source of your information ?

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE : One gentleman came
from that side.

My. SPEAKER : Has he given anything in writing ?
Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE : Yes, Sir, we have got

it in writing.
Mr. SPEAKER : You can read that out. .
Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE : That letter s not with

us now. This is a very serious matter of wurgent public importance
and we have taken the first opporiunity to bring this to the

notice of the House.

Myr. SPEAKER :  When did that gentleman come ?

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE :  Vesterday - afierngon we
got this information and we have taken the fpst opportunity to
come before the House with this Adjournment Motion, This is. a
definite matter of urgent public importance and hepce we are enti-
tled to move this motion. I hope the hon. Speaker will admit this
motion.
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Mr., SPEAKER : A matter which falls within th_c purview of
normal day-to-day administration cannot form the subject matter of
an Adjournment Motion. Ca_n‘you say that it does not come under
the ordinary course of administration ?

i TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE : No, Sir, it does not
comfis h::;der day-to-day administration. It is a case where the Police
vesorted to lathi-charge on unarmed and peaceful women.

Mr. SPEAKER : About 100 ladies collected ?

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHAR]JEE : They were called by

b ggi{C{EPEAKER: To lathi-charge on them ?

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE : It seems like that, Sir,
(Laughter).

i inister) : The

i BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Mlmstel)
hon Sl;\:‘[lémnbcr is referring to an alleged incident which took place
on the 13th February, It will be very helpful if he reads out the

report which he received.

#Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Jorhat) : Sir, my submission
is that it is a mattter of very serious mnature. Also 1t is a matter
of great public importance and a definite matter because of the
fact that these ladies, nearly about 100, were called by the Police
along with 3 male persons in  connection with a certain case
registered by the Police. The Police arrested the three male persons
and at about 6 p. m. they started beating the ladies inside the
Police Station as a result of which some ladies were seriously
injured—50 of them have b_een ac_hmttcd into hospital. They are
still there in the hospital seriously injured.

Mpr. SPEAKER : In which hospital they are ?

*Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : They are in Dhakuakhana and
Ghilamari hospitals. These people were called by the Police from
a place at a distance of 8 miles from the Police Station. In the
evening they had been kept in the Police Station. The ladies were
inside the Police Station compound but outside the Officer-in-charge’s
Office. They had been beaten at about 6». M. in the evening.
Sir, this is a special type of matter. When a mob is there, Police
has got a right to make a lathi-charge if the mob is uncontrollable
but these ladies had been called by the Police from their homes
and there was no Magistrate to order a lathi-charge.

Myr. SPEAKER : Speak about the admissibility of the motion.

#*Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : My contention, Sir, is this
that this a special type of matter because these people were
called there by the Police and in the evening they started beating
the ladies. Therefore, Sir, it has fulfilled the conditions of rule 57.

*Speech not corrected.
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Sir, it is practically high-handed action on the part of the Police,
and - therefore, this matter should be discussed. This matter has
greatly agitated the minds of the people of the entire locality.
You will be surprised to hear, Sir, that after the incident some
of the pecople had left the place.

Myr. SPEAKER : Do not go to the merit of the case. You
speak on the admissibility of the motion.

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister) : Sir, my
report is that on the 13th February no incident took place. The
hon. Member has been speaking without any document, without
any report. How can we discuss this matter on that basis ?

Shri KHOGENDRA NATH BARBARUAH (Amguri) : Sir, the
source from which we have collected the information is reliable.

My, SPEAKER : Can you give me the name of the gentle-
man ?

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : Sir, he is here.

Mx. SPEAKER : I do not want to see the face of the gentle.
man. I want to know his name.

Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA : Sir, this Adjournment Motion
may be .admitted because there was a lathi-charge on unarmed

and peaceful women.

o i 5
Myr. SPEAKER : Have you heard the Chief Minister ? He says
that Ill(.) incident took pla.ce} on the 13th February, within Dhakua-

khana Police Station.

Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA : Sir, 1 can help the hon.
Men-zbcT;. They can refer to the Dainik Assam of 24th February,
The incident which is referred to had taken place on the i7th

February, 1966.

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHO!'JDHURY (Minister, Parliz_l.mentary
A&‘air:)lz Sir, I hachgot nothing to say. There is nothing before
us.

Mr. SPEAKER : I am sorry 111011ghA I was keen to allow
some Adjournment Motions, during mby t}emge of office, I have
not been given the opportunity specially Yl.le PP,OSI{‘-UH Members to
allow any Adjournment Motion. In }US particular case 1 was
eager o allow the Motion if the inlormation was correct ; byt
now 1 find that the hon. Members are labouring under vague
information. A subject-matter whlchA 15 based on vague
information cannot be discussed on the floor of the Assembly as
anj Adjournment Motion. Therefore, most reluctantly I am to rule
1t out.
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URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE

Calling Attention to a Matter of Urgent Public Fmpoxtance—
News-item published in the Assam Tribune, dated the 5th
Fehruary, 1966 under the Caption “Fassenger Train

Derailed.”” :

“Shri DULAL CHANDRA BARUA (Jorhat): My Speaker, Sir,
1 want to draw the attention of the Chief Minister to an urgent
matter of great public importance and of recent occurrence, 7.c., the
news-item published in the Assam Tribune, dated 5th February, 1966,
under the caption of ““Passenger Train Derailed™ wherein it s stated
that the engine with two bogies of 202 Down Lumding Silchar
Passenger ‘Train derailed on the night of 4th February, 1965, at
about 9.20 p. m. between Maibong and Dautohaja Station, 76
(seventy-six) k.m. from Lumding. This case was considered to he a
clear case of sabotage by anti-national elements. This is a matter
of urgent public importance from the security point of view, and,
therefore, I want to cail the attention of the Chief Minister. I
want to know the details of the incident, and also what steps
Government have taken to protect the lives and property of the
people. {

“Shri BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA (Chief Minister) : Sir, on
4th February, 1966 the 202 Down Passenger Train from Lumding
to Silchar left Lumding at 5.35 p.mM. The train was late by 40
minutes at Lumding. At about 9.05 p. M. when the train  had
proceeded for about 1 mile after crossing without stopping at the
newly opened station at Wedrengdisa in between Maibong - and
Dautohaja, the driver felt heavy jerks and heard a peculiar craking
sound and the engine shaking terribly. At this, apprehending some
mishap to some of the coaches of the train, he applied full brakes
and brought the train to a stop. Simultaneously he  alighted and
found the next coach (through coach upto Dharmanagar) derailed
and capsized. 7 pairs of rear wheels of the zngine and the second
and the third coach were also derailed. The remaining 5 coaches
on Maibong side of the train remained unaffected. :

The passengers raised terrific alarm which = attracted people from
neighbouring villages. With the help of the villagers and other
passengers and the Railway crew, persons from the capsized coach
were rescued. Miraculously there was no casualty nor even any
injury due to the incident. Four persons received minor injuries
like abrasion while being pulled out of the capsized coach. Passen-
gers from the other two coaches which remained on the bridge
were brought down with the help of improvised ropes made of
turban, chaddar, etc.

On receipt of information a Police party from Haflong and
Lumding left for the place of occurrence immediately by relief
trains. While one party of the G.R.P. personnel rendered necessary
Lelp to the passengers, the other party led by the Deputy Superin-
tendent and the Inspector of Railway Police conducted a thorough
search and examination of the place of occurrence and its neigh-
bourhood. They found six pieces of burnt delay fuses of varying
length of ope feet to six inches scattered near the place of occurrence.

*Speech not corrected.

iy
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On inspection they found under the - bridge and near-about
20 to 25 yards broken pieces of iron metals and substantial damage
caused to the bridge including abutment, rails, sleepers, girders, etc.

On receipt of information the * Superintendent of Railway Police
Assam, Haflong, left the place of occurrence with Chief Engineer,
N. F. Railway, and other Railway officials in the early hours of
5th February; 1966. The party arrived at the place of occurrence
in the afternoon and inspected the site thoroughly, It is inferred
that some high powered explosives like gun-cotton or T. N. T,
slab were used with delay fuse fitted with detonator.

From the facts stated above it appears to be a case of sabo-
tage and in all probability by Naga hostiles.

In this connection case No.1(2)66 u/s 126 (A) Railway Act
read with Rule No.36 D.I.R. has been registered at Lumding
G.R.P.S. Investigation Is proceeding.

Debate on the Governor’'s Address

3

Shri MOHAMMAD IDRIS (Dhing) : Mr. Speaker, Sir. Last
evening I was speaking about corruption and to do away with corruption
from the administration I was suggesting that effective machineries should
be set up both at State and Subdivisional levels. Sir, the Governor was
pleased to observe that agriculture in our State has made steady pro-
gress. No doubt there is increased production every ‘year. But between
the production and our actual requirement there is a wide gap, and so
to attain self-sufficiency in food production we are io make more efforts.
We are to improve oura griculture to a greatextent on scientific line. Sir, it
is 2 happy augury that our agriculturists are being educated to use all kinds
of manure. But mere use of manure would not increase production.
There should be supply of improved variety of seeds, supply of electricity
for irrigational purpose, measures for protection aga_inst Hoods, agah;{t
crop diseases and against various other natural vagaries. Sir, as regards
supply of improved seeds, we have seen from our past experience that
our Government is unable to meet the total requirement of our aguri-
culturists and therefore I would like to suggest that so long as we are
unable to supply improved seeds to our agriculturists we should better
take to other process. Department should select Registered growers for
production of seeds, and this work should be done on block level, and
for this work the Agricultural Extension Oflicers on block level should be
entrusted. We have seen that agriculgttl‘igl officers are mostly centralised
in headquarters like Shillong ~and district headquarters and they are
doing all kinds of jobs. But 1t 1s not possible for them to look after
the intensive cultivation in block level. A few Gram Secvaks under an
Extension Officer are not sufficient to look after the agricultural improve-
ment in the block areas. 1 would therefore suggest that more officers
should be placed on block level to look after the improved method of
cultivation and to inguce the (}ultl_\"ﬂtors to _@dopt modern method of
cultivation. Sir, as regards irrigational facilities our agriculturists are
getting very meagre opportunities. There is no irrigational project worth
the name in our State, The Jan:mna rrigation project has not yet been
completed. T therefore would like to request the Government to. ex-
pedite the completion of this Jamuna irrigation project and see that more
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areas can be brought under cultivation. It is very strange that conti-
guous areas like Kaki and Lanka have not been brought under this
Jamuna irrigation project. I would request Government to look into this
aspect of the problem. Sir, irrigation problem is a very important
problem in our State. In my own district along with the construction
of Brahmaputra dyke a new problem has cropped up. Quite a big area
of the district has gone dry. There is very little scope for irrigating
water for cultivation in those areas. Hon. Member Shri Rupram Sut
the other day, has also mentioned about the havoc created by scarcity
of water in some areas of our district. If this big problem is overcome
then production in our district will improve to a very great extent.
T therefore request the Government to look into this aspect of the matter
and see that sufficient scope is provided for inlet of water by opening
more sluice gates in the Brahmaputra dyke. As regards the present
procedure of lending power pumps to our cultivators, it is a costly
affair and at the same time there is dearth of technicians as well.
Now that Assam has got surplus electricity we should use it for our
agriculture, and the procedure of supplying water th.r()l.lgh'chscl power
pumps should be replaced by electric engines for irrigational purpose.
Sir, we are glad that Government have taken steps for post-graduate
studies in our Agricultuffal College on Subjects like Agricultural Chemistry,
Plant Pathology and the like.

Sir, there are crop diseases prevailing in crop season in many areas
in our State. One such disease called blight is yet under investigation
for its control. Thére are other diseases as well. In my own district
there was an attack of a discase in Sali crop in our pocket of Nowgong
district which could not be prevented by spreading of pesticide. It appears
that this is a new disease and is still unknown to our disease experts.
When this disease spreads it hinders the progress of growth of Sali crop,
I would therefore request Government and the Department concerned to
look into this matter very seriously.

Sir, I am glad that the Flood Contrpl Boqrd has approved a Master
Plan for Assam. Sir, the control o[: rivers is a big problem and the
problem created by erosion of the mighty Brahmaputra and other rivers
is stupendbus one and thousands of people have been rendered homelesg
and thrown out of employment. The other _day one'hon. Member from
opposition pointed out that in my own constituency, z.., Dhing thousandg
of people who have become homf:h_:ss as _a_result of erosion could_ not be
provided with land. Sir, our Chief Minister was pleased to visit thag
avea as far back as in 1962 and had personally seen the devastation
caused there. But I am sorry tO point out to the Revenue Minister
that though these people are indigenous they have not heen provided
with land in spite of the fact that the Deputy Commisstoner Pa.sspd orders
for settlement of land as early as in 1963. Therefore, this is a very
serious problem which should be tackled effectively. Sir, the unused
man-power in the rural areas is increasing day by day. We are talking
of providing them with employment in the small scale industries but the
progress in that score is meagre. If these people are not provided with
cultivable land and if they do not get any other opportunity for their
livelihood, you can imagine the plight of these people ; they are on the
verge of extinction. I would, therefore, request the Revenue authorities
to provide them with land as early as possible.

[
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As regards industrial policy, the Governor has given a promising
picture. As the private entreprencurs could not establish any industry
in our State, Government have decided to establish industries on public
and Co-operative sectors. On this score I appreciate the action of the
Government to instal processing industries in our State on co-operative
basis. At the moment many Marketing Societies and the Rural Credit
Co-operative Societies are not functioning properly. Supervision from the
side of the officials is not very effective. I would, therefore, request the
Government that along with the setting up of processing industries on
co-operative line, Government should also see that those Clo-operative
Societies function properly and on sound basis.

Sir, we have also endeavoured to establish a jute ‘mill in Co-opera-
tive sector at Silghat and-this matter was agitated on the floor of the
House more than once and it was mentioned by Governor on previous
occasions. ‘This Co-operative Society has done good works. The Society
has already collected a big amount as share capital and the Government
was also pleased to release Government share to the Society. But it is
very unfortunate that due to apathetic treatment of the Centre we could
not establish the industry as scheduled. Our Chief Minister took up
with the Centre for a loan and for the required amount of foreign
exchange. But we are sorry that this matter is still pending with the
Central Government. I would now request our Government to take
up this matter with the Centre once again and see that the  required
amount of loan and foreign exchange are made available to establish
the Jute Mill in the co-operative sector.

Sir, as regards small scale and cottage industries our 'GOW_:I‘_m_nent
is distributing loans at the Subdivisional level through Subd1v131011_a1
Advisory Board. But I have got a very sad experience about the dis-
tribution of loan for establishment of such small induostries in our rural
areas. The amount of loan sanctioned for the purpose is very meagre,
Rs.1,000 to Rs.2,500 which is really a very small amount to siart an illdu.stry,
Sir, lakhs of rupees have been distributed but there has been no appreciable
result on that score. If you look into this matter you will find that the
people had eaten up the loan and there is no follow up by the Depart-
ment. Therefore, I have two suggestions to make on this score. First,
the amount of loan should be increased, and second, there should be

proper follow up.

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI (Minister, Industries):
Sir, the hon. Member is not correct. Itis not a fact that the amount s
inadequate. Upto Rs.2,500 is sanctioned at the district or subdivisional
level. From Rs.2,500 to Rs.20,000 is sanctioned from Shillong by the
Director of Industries. From Rs.20,000 to Rs.10,00,000 is sanctioned
by the Assam Financial Corporation and _abOVC( Rs.10,00,000 is
sanctioned by the Indian Financial Corporation. So, it is a whole
chain. The  structure of industrial finance in the country is a
whole chain, the lowest one 1s at the . district level, There are
other rungs which the industrialists can approach according to
their requirements.

Shri MAHAMMAD IDRIS : I am speaking about district level.
Rs.2,500 is the limit there. For opening a carpentry industry the
amount given jis from Rs.1,000 to Rs.1,500 which ‘is quite inade-
quate for opening a Furniture Factory or the like. They are village
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People and they do not like to cume to shillong for a bigger
loan They want toto start ibdusiries od a small scale There-
fore, 1 suggest that the limet for such loan should be raised

of Rs.5.000.

Shri KAMAKHYA PRASAD TRIPATHI: It is for the House,
to decide whether they would like to increase the limit - to Rs.5 ,000,
Upio Rs.2,000 no mortgage of property is necessary but above that
mortgage is necessary. Therefore, it is for the House to decided
whether Rs.5,000 can be given without mortgage.

Shri MAHAMMAD IDRIS : I am speaking to the Houset
My point was that limit of loan amount should be raisep and

proper follow up be taken up.

Sir, as regards Dbig industries I do not like to dilate up on it
because it is said that we will have some more industries,

Now, Sir, as regards issue of loan for agricultwal purposes
the procedure followed by the Central Bank to issue loans to the
Members of the ' societics is very lengthy, stringent and cumber-
some. Therefore, I suggest to the Government that the Co-opera-
tive rules should be amended: -These are old rules and they
sometime put hindrance to the Clo-operative movement,

Governor was pleased to mention about all round welfare of
our State. He has mentioned about the difl"'el‘ell_t avenues of educa-
tion. Sir, he has mentioned about the new University, new colleges and
new facilities for technical education. Sir, I appreciate those steps
20 doubt, but to” achieve that end, Sir, firstly we must stress on
our primary stage of education. Many of .the h(_)n. Members have
pointed out that we are still laging behind with regard to the
facilities for primary education in our State. There are many pri-
mary schools which are awaiting recognition by the Department.
For the last two years Government could not take up any L.P.
Solo01s. in tour feurals areas.. bI- would stherefore, Turgeinpon ‘the, Gov-
ernment to pay urgent attention to this aspect and find out financial
resources  to  combat these difficulties and to see how far these
I.. P. Schools can- be taken over at an eafly ‘date. “We are very
happy that the Governor has mentioned about the expansion of
communication in our State. Sir, it is meet and proper that our
Government has taken up the question of extending the broad-
gauge railway line from Jogighopa to Gauhati. We are very glad
for this. But to improve the internal communicational system, our
Government should take up with the Centre for the extension of
the Branch Railway line Senchoa-Mairabari up to Jagiroad. In
that case, this will pass through a very thickly populated agri-
cul‘tural area and will provide transport facilities for their produce ;
besides, being a good inter-districts link between Nowgang, Kamrup
and Darrang. Again an alternative line to Pandu-Tinsukia Railway
from Jakhalabandha to Badalipara should be taken up.

i
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. Sir, there are many other aspects of the Governor’s Address
which deserve appreciation but 1~ would like to conclude with one
more point. This is about a very useful department of our Govern-
ment, namely, the Public Health Department.

Sir, medical facilities should be extended to the people on a
broader scale. Many hon. Members have mentioned about the
miserable condition of State Dispensaries and Subsidised Dispensarics,
I also would like to share their views in this regard and request
our Government to give special attention for supply of Doclors,
medicine, etc., to the existing dispensaries of the State. Sir, with
these few words I support the Motion moved by my friend Shri
Sarat Chandra' Goswami.

Shri LAKSHMI PRASAD GOSWAMI (Laharighat) :
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giteg < .

A stage has now reached where it has become essential to review  the
progress s lax made tc take effective steps to remove the gaps that may he
noticed the implementation programme z.md to ensure that these measures
are implemented properly and in good time.”
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Mr. SPEAKER : =ift4tai= 'rrr fafsy o= |

Shri LAKSHMI PRASAD GOSWAMI : cat= faffe aw@ e
Siq qlty 9o TEwEE gmAw feel | (R e F40E FaEem alfe,
frw «fom ATw W3 @fem  Sfemwe FAcA Wi @fE @R q@wm oI
Ffaean | : :

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHAR]JEE (Katigora) : Mr. Speaker,
Sir, I rise to express my great disappointment for the short, barren, dull
and most uninspiring speech of the Governor. I express my concern for
the attempt made by Government to hide their inefficiency. bankruptcy
and hypocrisy. Openness instead of secretiveness is the spirit of Demo-
cracy. I feel for the Governor who is a prisoner in his own house
as lamented by some. The Address of the Governor is lacking
in vital facts and figures. None can get any idea of the activities of the
Government. The Address, according to the Constitution of India, should
contain an accounting before the people of the State, so that the people
can see if the Government has justified the trust reposed on them.

Sir, 1 feel diffident to speak because even if the glaring failure of
the Government is pointed out and constructive suggestions are given
for improvement, Government because of its brute majority will pay
little heed to it. Sir, it is a failure ‘of the Party in power, of the
Government that during these 19 years after the Independence there
could not be a strong Opposition Party. Congress Party and the Govern-
ment in collusion with the capitalist and communalist frustrate all honest
endeavours of the people to develop a strong Opposition Party, by adopt-
ing all unfair means. Sir, there is example even in this House . In the
beginning we were a quite good number of members in this opposition
side, but some of them havc been snatched away by our Ruling Party
&ll‘ﬁad‘y. Sil‘, let e ju‘slify my statement hY quotjng sQme of t_he ﬁl'ldil]gs
of the Monopolies Commission set up by the Government of India.
The Report admitted that there was—‘widespread dislike for big business

n‘___é,
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among the masses, is based on the suspicion that big business stretches
its tentacles into the working of the very democratic machinery”. Tt
further says—A feeling supported by the facts that considerable financial
assistance has been given by some of the leading industrialists in the
country to the Ruling Party from time to time, especially on the eve of
the ‘General Elections”. It was also admitted that big business had the
power to corrupt and some businessmen did not hesitate to use their
deep pockets to try to corrupt public officials. In the Commission’s
opinion—*°‘the danger that the power may be extensively used is not
imaginary”’. :

The Commission itself refers to a statement made before it alleging
that the Birla Firm, Kores, had influenced Government to ward off com-
petition. Now, under such atmosphere and corrupt practices and methods
adopted by the Congress Party and the Government, how can we expect
other Parties, however, sincere their eforts may be, to thrive ? Sir, our
Government has little or no clear cut ideology, policy and sincerity to do
good to the country. It wants to remains in power by hook or crook,
hidding goodl)}’c to all poll_ucal and moral scruples and norms. Sir,
Congress Party has been ruling the country for the last 19 years. But
they have failed to inspire the people to carry out the diferent nation-
building programmes. All their energy and time is wasted in party
politics, securing permits _and position in the party and in the Legislature.
Everything is left to the inefficient and corrupt Government machinery to
create chaos in the National life. Sir, the timec at my disposal being
limited, I shall confine myself now to the matters embodied in the

Address.

In para 2 the Governor has mentioned the sad incident of stampede
at Tinsukia on the 5th instant. Sir, I also share the views of the
Government in giving warm reception to our Prime Minister on her first
visit to Assam. But I am very much shocked at the sad incident result-
ing in the deaths and injuries to many. .Accordmg to the Government
report, therc were 13 deads only. But it appears from some of the
Press reports as published in Ganatantra, dated 23rd February, death
occurred to many more persons and a_ccordmg to some people, the
number of deaths amounted to 59. Sir, I have received a copy of
the proccedings_ of the public meeting held at Tmsukia on 7th
February, wherein it has been stated t.ha.t the group rivalry and per-
sonal squabbles came to such a stage inside the Reception Committee
(hat proper arrangement could not be made f‘_or controlling the huge
gathering. The Deputy Commissioner, Superintendent of Police and
other top officials were only busy about the personal security of
the Prime Minister, and V. I. Ps. but they were careless towards
the safety of the common people. .Th‘f place of the public meeting
was walled—enclosurcs, full of ditches, “stones and broken bricks
with two narrow gates of which one was entirely reserved for the
V.I.Ps. and the other one was kept ?los.ﬁ(l_e\{en after the meeting
was over. There is a complaint that indiscriminate lathi-charge was
resorted to by the Police on _thﬁ ]’)e::.lceful crowd, when the audience
rushed towards the Gate. This public meeting demanded high power
Judicial Commission heads by a High Court _Judge for thorough
probe into the whole affair and to fix responsibility “of this incident
which has been compared by some as being second Jalianwallah
Bag killing.
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Sir, Governor has expressed his satisfaction on the overall law
and order situation in the State. May I pose a question ? Sir, is_our
Government sleeping over the situation that has rapidly becn deve-
loping in our Dborder districts, specially in Mizo District ? Sir, it 1s
known to all that there is a strong agitation going on in the Mizo
land in the recent past for an Independent Mizo land or for a
separate State. When the Pataskar Commission visited Mizo land
the Mizo people boycotted the Commission. Only the other day
replying to a question in the Parliament, our Foreign Minister had
stated  that 200 Mizo brethren had returned from  Pakistan
after ‘duly being trained in Arms. Moreover, regular Military training
is being imparted openly to 32 B. N.S. But it is a matter of great
regret that the Governor has not slightly referred to this complicated
problem.

Sir. people of Assam arc not ready to have another Naga Land
in. the States, Sir,. .the emergency | in, the country. was declared in
1962 after Chinese aggression. The recent conflict with Pakistan has
also ended after the historical Tashkent Declaration which has been
hailed by all peace-loving nations of. the world. " So there is no
justification, however, for continuance of emergency any more. I,
therefore, demand through you, Sir, for withdrawal of D.I.R. forth
with and release of all political prisoners who have heen detained
under  this notorjous rule. In this connection I like to draw the
attention of the House to the arbitrary application of the D.I. R.
during the recent Pak aggression. Even poor traders, Rikshaw-pullers,
School teachers were also arrested at the worst whims of the petty
Police officers. Thus the fundamental rights of the people as
guaranteed by the sacred . Constitution were suspended to cover up
the follices of the party in power. “This Government has totally
failed to protect the lives and properties of the people. Many
Members of this August House have explained in details about the
serious situation created by the Naga hostiles. So, I do not like to
explain the situation any more. I feecl that Government should
take strong measures to curb the lawlessness. ]

Sir, I shall fail in my duty if I do not mention about the
occupation of Indian villages by Pakistan. It is a matter of great
shama that our Government had to retreat from those villages le?wing
people  absolutely on their fate. I cannot understand hgw such a
vital question could escape the notice of the Governor.

Sir, our Governor has mentioned in paragraph VII regarding
E]lf: _Civi] Defence measures. I may point out here that in 3.11 t'n:c’
Suddivisional  Defencs Committees formed -in this connection, were
motivated by the Party politics. The Secretaries of all these Commi-
ttees were nominated from the Ruling Party. Moreover, the Govern-
ment appointed some Congress leaders in post of Civil Defence
Organisers. It clearly manifests that even in the days of National
crises she Ruling Group does not forget their party linings.

Sir, I am very sorry to find that no scanty mention what-50-
ever has been made regarding the human problem of influx and
rehabilitation of new migrants from East Pakistan thoash lakhs of
rupees are being spent for their maintenance in the chps. Even
within two years the Government could not implement an scheme
of rehabilitation. i
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Sir, the Governor has mentioned about the Administrative Re-
forms Committee which has undertaken a study on the Reorgani-
sation. of the Seeretariat. But I like to utter 2 note of warning
that in the name of efficiency and economy in the administration only the
Class III and IV employees should not be thrown out of employment,

Sir, in evaluating the economic condition of a country we are
to see how far it has been self-sufficient in the matter of its defence
requirements, food and a self-generating economy. Thanks to our
ex-Finance . Minister, Shri F. A. Ahmed who. has left the State
in such a chaotic financial condition that it will need herculean
ceflforts to bring it to a normal health. Well, the Government will
say that therc is arrear of land revenue. But may I point out,
Si'r, is there any couniry in the world which now depends on
revenue for running its administration ? It is a backward idea
which is only possible for backward people to think of In the
name of realising the land revenue, the poor peasants and petty
shopkeepers in our State who are c}ung out a vau_lg somehow are
being so much harassed that they w111 be soony swelhn_g the numbers
of paupers in the State. On the other hand, the big bgsmessn}en
are going on merrily by evading taxes. Governmcnt. Is wasting
money in advancing the cause of their party and their individuan
interests. Government have miserably failed to exploit the naturag
resources of the State, to increase the production of foodstuﬂ', to
handle the finance portfolio, and now they have become Kabulis to
realise the arrear land revenue from the very poor .wretched peasants
so that they can have the luxury of living the life of a Minister
with the help ' of the scanty money they can extort from these poor

people through coersive  methods.

Low paid Government servants have been biluffed. 'I‘l}c hopelcs_s Pay
Committee Report which took about 4 years to finalise has fallg:d to.
aive them any relief. This is our welfare State, whzgh is proqlalm'ed
EY our Congress Party and Ministers ad nauseam. With all sincerity
and humility I appeal to the hon: Congress Membcr_s to think
¢ is. Recently Shri Tyagi, the ex-Union Minister
people of ltl;ol:hcountry is V;:C&ping for

ay will soon come we shall have to weep for the ip-
i(?e(ﬁ(:da;ﬁs amd grthcr countries.”  According tc; a survey of the UNO
India is today the worst-fed conntry. in : the world. T have seen
one German Lady, representing some New_spgperh SaYI;llg that in India
everything is costly except human lives. T'hlS 1s f!: e’ ac le&rcmentof‘ our
Congrcsskpa.rty and  Ministers, after, 19 ﬁears o 1pac1:fn ence and 15
years of planning. I appeal to my co cag:x}?s 'm{ﬁ e  Government
benches to join hands with me and tlu-gw ou";\ X 1113 1r_1:: it:zent Gova:rnment
by supporting this amendment motion. W& 0 ,ln _ﬁrery nice to
become a Minister, but if the country goes down, will they remaijn

in this comfortable position ?

: - : . EEY
has said in Jaipur, ““The

Sir, Asam is a multilingual State. It lsf n%’t unilingual like
Madras, Orissa, Bengal and other States1 of the country. It is
almost surrounded by foreign countries. Only a small  corridor links
Assam with the rest of India which can be easﬂ}r cut off by
countries which are not friendly -to India. In the circumstances, it
is of the utmost necessity that there should be internal wunity and: a
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sense of belonging among the various linguistic groups. Here an
anseen hand is working to create a rift among the linguistic groups.
Unfortunately, though the Zonal Council and National Integration
Council composed of the Chief Ministers and other Ministers of various
States and some Union Ministers laid stress on giving a fair deal to
the various linguistic groups, little or nothing is being done by the State
Government to take the various linguistic groups in confidcnce. There
is no implementing agency at the State level and no concrete measures
‘taken or the publlic encouraged to take steps_for bringing, about a real
and lasting understanding among the linguistic grouns. I request the
Chief Minister to take concrete measures so that the linguistic minorities
in Assam do not feel that they are under any handicap. i

I request the Chief Minister to form a committee with representa-
tives from linguistic groups to create a feeling of unity and remove the
cause for friction and grievances and to implement theé various resolutions
of the Zonal Council, National Integration Council, etc., otherwise the
disintegrating forces in 1:11is strategic region will spell disaster 10 the
country as 2 whole . This strategic eastern region including N.E. F. A,,
Manipur and Tripura should form an administrative unit in the interestof
the economic prosperity and national integration.

'Sir, lawlessness is on the increase. There is indiscipline and in-
efficiency among the Pohce force. Drinking habit and the concomitant
evils aré also on the increase under the Congress regime.

_ Sir, Assam is predominantly an agricultural State. About 80 per cenp

of the population depend on agriculture for livelihood, but its production
capacity 1s the lowest compared to other States of the country. If the
CAll India base is taken as 100, dwing 1959-60, we find the growth
rate is 18 per cent in Assam. Though some increase has been noticed
that is not due to the rise in .thc vield of the land. It is by bringin -
additional land under cultivation. We find the productivity ‘of the '30?1
-is going down. In Assam in ]950-51 thc.index of production figure of
Aman paddy was 80 per cent in 1960-61 ; it came down to 70 per cent
In 1962-63 it went down fucther to 56 per cent. The production jn’
respect of other crops i§ also going down in Assam. The orange gardens
in Khasi Hills are withering away. According to the Census report
it is seen that only about 22.75 per cent of the total land for “;hich’
land revenue is paid belong to petty cultivators, 67.80 per cent is cultia
vated by 1 and less cultivators. EJ'nder this condition how can :gfou
expect improvement in agriculture ? Food prices are spiralling day b
day. There is acute scarcity all around. In 1951, the numbey 03;
wooden ploughs was 10 lakhs 67 thousand, it has gone up to 12 Takhs
25 thousand in 1961, thus exposing the propaganda of our Agricultyy,
Minister about the efforts in bringing about the prosperity of the 5 rie
culturists by introducing modern and improved methods of Clﬂtivatmn“
Sir, during this period the_numbe}-.of _tl-a.ctors_1i1f:rea.sed from 419 .-
489 only. The use of chemical fertiliser is very limited. The Clﬂti\f‘atorq
have no money to buy them. Tt was hoped that loan would be rey dile
and. esaily available through the Co-operative Bank. But it has misera},)
failed. The Standing Advisory Committee of Agriculture Credit, Govep, -

ment of India, in their 27th Meeting have expressed great concern ah

= anavi ol ) : Oou
the most unsatisfactory activities of the Society in Assam. They h t
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said that if the Government did not take positive steps soon, it would
be difficult to revive these Socicties in Assam from their present hopeless
condition. I know the Minister # will quote some trightening figures of
money spent, as if progress can’ be measured by amounts spent waste-
fully.  How can you expect a correct report of evaluation from the
Evaluation Unit set up with Government servants, by the Assam Govern-
ment P This s in short the bleak position of agriculture in Assam,
which if properly organised, could have fed two or three more States
of India, Japan having almost the same area can feed its 9 crores of
Population. Only about 16 per cent of land in Japan is fit for, cultiva-
tion, but in spite of such abundance of fertile land in Assam, for lack
of imagination and organisation only about 1 crore and 20 lakhs or so
People of Assam have to depend on import.

It cannot he even selfsufficient in rice, pulse, oil, fish, milk and
other {oodstuff.

Shri MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY (Minister, Agriculture) :
May I ask—if Assam is not self-sufficient in rice how much was imported
last year to feed the people of Assam ?

Shri TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE : Sir, in the field of
development of industries in Assam, it is still backward-most State
In the country. If we take 100 as the base for the® whole of India,
the progress in industries in Assam is only 31*4 per cent. In 1957-58
Assam derived a net income of Rs.9'47 lakhs, In_ the same year .
remains\the same even
today. Even when there is ample scope for industries\ the allotted
money could not be spent in Assam. In the TFirst Five Year Plan,
563 lakhs were allotted for development of cottage industries of
which only 4-47 lakhs were spent. In the 9nd Five-year Plan for
Major and Medium industries, Rs.111 lakhs and for Cottage indus-
tries 190 lakhs were allotted but Government could utilise
141-95 lakhs only. In the field of Government owned and Govern-
ment participated concerns, it is a history of failure, loss and
waste of pubiic. money. In 1961-64 in the fve Companies the
Government investment was Rs.2:43 crores and the loss incurred
was to the tune of Rs.1l lakhs 43 thousand and 265. If a
balance sheet of all such concerns is taken, the facts will be
revealing. In the 6 Government participated concerns where the
total investment 15 Rs.2 crores 55 Iakhs 93 thousand and 261
rupees; Governmenigscontributed | Rsi40: Jakhs: 91" thousanie S tine
loss incurred by Government js Rs.5 lakhs 81 - thousand and 100-36
units were run under the Cottage Industries Department of the
Assgam Government and  though abpug Rs.5 lakhs 61 thousand were
given every year by  Government for running them, up:till now
these units have not been ghle t0 make anyv progress. Few such

il;lstanct‘s of inefficiency and squandering away of public money can
e found. i

3 Sir, there is a vast possibility for the development of industries
14, Assam. It 35 very rich in matural resources ; at present about
3l lakhs tons of petroleum is produced in Assam. Qil has been
discovered in  places like Rudrasagar, Teok, Lakowa, though it

¢
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has not yet been exploited for commercial purposes. . Assam * stands
foremost in the matter of -production of mineral oil. At present
India needs about 150 lakhs tons of petroleum annually. If pro-
perly exploited, it can meet the major requiremenis of India.

In the bosom of Assam about 20 lakhs thousand tons of coal
is hidden. But even today Government could not exploit more
than 10 lakhs tons per vyear. The stock of lime-sione is esti-
mated to be one hundred and twenty crore tons of which only
about three thousand tons are being exploited and the manner of the
exploitation of these mineral wealth is still primitive. Of course, it is
understood a Cement Factory to produce about 250 tons of cement
daily is being set up in Cherrapunji. There are other valuable minerals
but up till now no proper steps have been taken to exploit them and
increase the wealth of the country and raise the standard of living of
the people and reduce the incidence of unembloyment,

Sir, in the matter of use of electricity Assam occupies the lowest

position compared to other States in India. In 1961-62, the per capita
consumption in Assam was only 2.17 K.W. whereas the All India average
was 37.42 K. W. although in the share of industries it is mostly confined
to domestic use in Assam. Though scope for cheap generation of power

in Assam is immense compared to other States the price per unit in
Assam is the highest.

It is estimated the cost of generation of power here varies from 31

paisa to 115 paisa. It is said that the cost of generating power through
hydro-electricity should not be more than one paisa. This is the
way how things are being handled here. Up till now only 3 hydro-
electric projects have been opened -in Assam . If we want to indus-
trialise the State we must have more hydro-clectric projects which must be
run more economically, and purposefully. It is reported that out
of 4 genecrating machines in Barapani, only 2 are in operation. As
there is no proper plan for rural electrification, the Barapani Union
Christian College cannot avail of the power generated near it. I
sound a note of warning. Artificial surplus is being wishfully thoucht
of by the Assam Govérnment. This is because there is no plan Tor
proper utilisation of the power in Assam itself.

Coming to the problem of unemployment, it may be Jeg
acute in Assam than other States of India. Here the number of
educated unemployed is less than other States. The incidence of
unemployment s more perceptible in the rural areas. The
Government is only thinking of educated unemployed of the urbyy,
areas for political reason only, though t%‘eY_ have failed 1o do
anything in this respect also. At the beginning of the 3rd Fiye.
Year Plan the number of unemployed in Assam was one lakh Séventeen
thousand of which one lakh seven thousand are in the rural areaq.
It was estimated that 3rd tive-Year Plan would provide 5 lakhs gg
thouwsand unemployed with work but the 3rd Five-Year Plan woylqg
create work for about half of it. Froz’n this calculationn it seems
there will be a backlog of about 3 lakhs of unemployed in Assam,

g
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This problem cannot be solved by creating Liaison Officers, who
cannot create jobs. Rather such exercises will give rise to bitterness
among the people of the country, by raising slogans like ‘children
of the soil reservation’” and the like which cut at the root of
Indian wunity and integration. The problem should be solved by
rapid industrialisation and improvement in the method of cultivation
and introducing unemployment insurance.

Sir, though the Assam Government is bluffing that they had
taken steps for removing corruption and administrative inefficiency
and advertising that there is now a Vigilance Commissioner whick,
according to the Government of Assam Resolution, has jurisdiction
and power in respect of matier to which the executive powers of
the State extends, we have mno information about its independent
functioning. This Commission should make surprise visit to any
office or Government organisation to see for himself the terrible
state of corruption and harassment caused to the poor people who
do not koow to whom to cry. Thén there is the much adver-
tised public relation officers under the Publicity Department who, it
was told, would look into the harassment caused to the poor public
by a section of arrogant, inefficient and corrupt officers in the
district offices. Can the Chief Minister show me a single instance
where such Public Relation Oficers have handled a case 2 Can
any Hon’ble Member say. that they have seen any such officer
functioning in the district offices where aggrieved people can contact
him and seek his help ?

Sir, from the brief analysis it will be seea where we stand. 1 .wish
I had money and other resources so that I could acquaint our_slmple
hearted but unfortunately ignorant and credulous masses with Lins_ siate
of affairs so that they could throw out such a useless but reactionary
Government ? After all, who lives if the country die ? Do t.he Cm}-
gress Party and Minister thipk that they will reign happily with their
D. I. Rules if the country diec ?

With these few words, Sir, I commend my Motion for the acccptance
of the House, and I request the hon. Members to support my motion
in the interest of the country, for the good of the people who are
groaning under the Congress misrule.

Shri DWIJISH CHANDRA DEB SARMA (Digboi):
JrTR e AR, A sleyels sledmE fm SiNdR er s AT
qeefs Spriee it A @A mpe . ot wifwg AR SNOTEES
shcm | O 7 o e el witcg T8 OR REETS el |.

qqrF TR, Sif afem  SiMe derdwa Sgmad AN SitEisa
fata W6 cofem @ify 5 wwate Fw  Sfiw—wiwy resource ¥
9 resource  TIAA T fmy A 1P, 48 WHRGIN ¥4 O
AT | GTET el o (st AN @ wife SlRETs Tify
fi WS wifgen o gAs A wify eftaaa e dfeo o
 o7a AT @ @ TR IfFm T ok FUOWE ARE )
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s NcEirm, SeaiE AR SBiStT Siedmiz @2 fE FeEa @
SfiR @lgza e/acs BIFMA, BAIZCE | @2 Fdte wa = 1 wlNiK 5
Az 99 CFhEE fesse I 2 FG o a4 peitE Hibe digsia A9
cAtgl =5 1| ©ita pihiE cHiBT esF IwzT JTr AR Wieg 1, FFR oIFid
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Itea #w At 24 | :

e [@iey CF@e  SgEas fImea  wfkEisem  FEIca sdtd i
fom =fa sil@ =Aifle @ g [feg cdag =99 g i Jwen
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Adjournment

The Assembly then adjourned till 10 o <pes
February, 1966, journed i AM., on Saturday, the 26th

R. C. CHAUDHURI,

C_‘;Iullong }
Secretary,
The 23rd June, 1966. Legislative ~ Assembly, Assam.
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