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Proceedings of the Third Session of the Assam Legislative Assembly
assembled under the Sovereign Democratic Republican
Constitution of India

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 10 AxM., on
Monday the 19th March 1951.

PRESENT

The Hon’ble Srijut Lakshesvar Borooah, Speaker, in the Chair, the seven
Hon'ble Ministers, the three Deputy Ministers and forty-three Members.

QUEST{ONS AND ANSWERS

STARRED QUESTIONS
(To which oral Answers were given)
Scarcity of Ahu seeds in Goalpara District

Raja AJIT NARAYAN DEYV of Sidli asked : AT

#3. Will Government be pleased to state— :
(a) If Government are aware of the scarcity of Ahu seeds in the District
of Goalpara, specially on the North Bank of the Brahmaputra ;

(b) If the Dzputy Commissioner of Goalpara and the District Agricul-

tural Officer were approached by a large number of cultivators
for supply of Ahu seeds ;

3

(¢) If the matter was reported to the Hon’ble the Chief Minister by
the Questioner in January, 1951 ;

(d) If Government propose to make any early arrangements for import
of Ahu seeds from other parts of the State ;

(¢) If not, why not ?

The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS ]_‘eplied .

Sl a)—Yes.
(b)—Yes.
(¢)—Yes.

(d)—Yes, and it is being done.
(e)—Does not arise.

/

Raja AJIT NARAYAN DEV of Sidlj : A d
will reach the cultivators ? e Whenidoe S et s

};rldle Hon’ble Srijut OMEQ KUMAR DAS : 5,000 maunds have already
reached.
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' UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
(To which Answers were laid on the table)
Scholarships awarded to the tea garden and ry-tea garden Jabourers?®
children
Mr. BINODE KUMAR J. SARWAN asked : x

55. Will Government be pleased to state the total number of scholarshi
awarded for the tea garden and ex-tea garden labourers’ children reading in tlll):
Primary Schools, Secondary Schools and Colleges for the years 1948-49, 19 19-50
and 1950-51 ? ‘ >

The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS replied :

1948-49 1949-50 1950.51
55.—Primary scholarships 4 4 5
Middle Vernacular scholarships 1 1 nil
Middle English scholarships 2 2 2
College scholarship‘s nil nil 1

No scholarship is awarded to students in the Primary School as Primar
Education is free. y

Mr. BINODE KUMAR J. SARWAN: As regards Middle Ve

rn
Scholarships for 1950-51, the reply is ‘nil>. May I know the cause of it ? fear

~ Srijut MAHENDRAMOHAN CHOUDHURY (Deputy Minister)

cause in this year no students have passed the Middle Vernacular examinat}gc"
from ex-tea garden labour. Sl
Mzx. BINODE KUMAR J. SARWAN :  As regards College Scholarship .
19_50-51 the reply is “1°>. Who is that student ? or
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : This is a new question.
Srijut MAHENDRAMOHAN CHOUDHURY (Deputy Minister) ;
shall require notice of this question. il

The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: The name can be Suppl;
him if he desires, ed to

Mr. BINODE KU]{\:’.‘[AR J. SARWAN: Last time I asked the ex- Miny: 8
charge of Education, Srijut Motiram Bora, and he very kindly l‘ccomrneﬂdSter L
student for award of scholarship. It was forwarded to the Director of l(;d the
Instruction’s office, but since then I have heard nothing about it. ublic

The Hon’ble the. SPEAKER .

Mr. BINODE KUMAR
awarded the scholarship ?

I shall not allow a discussion.

J. SARWAN: Why the student has ot been

e e W

.,
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Srijut MAHENDRAMOHAN CHOUDHURY (Deputy Minister): It
may be there was some other qualified candidate.

Prof. P. M. SARWAN: Do Government consider the number of
scholarship adequate considering the huge population of ex-tea garden labour ?

The Fon’ble Srijut OMEQ KUMAR DAS : This question is not relevant,
Sir. :

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Itis a matter of opinion.

Official Mourning in connection with the death of Deputy Prime
Minister of India.

S
Srijut BIMALA PROSAD CHALIHA asked: b4

56. Is Government aware that official Mourning in the office of the Special
Officer, Social Education, Gauhati was observed a day more than what was
notified by the Assam Government for the death of the Deputy Prime
Minister of India ? :

The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS replied:
56.—The reply isin the negative.

Srijut BIMALA PROSAD CHALIHA: T have seen with my own eyes

tha.t a discoloured flag was flown half mast one day after the official mourning
period. :

The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: It will be enquired into.

Assistant Inspector of Schools for Tribal Education

Srijut BEJOY CHANDRA SAIKIA asked: A 5

57. Will Government be pleased to state-.-

(a) Whether itis a fact that Government is cont i i
? emplat
post of the Assistant Inspector of Schools for p’;r;gglt%.z?lzgfi;hg

(b) If so, how Government propose to carry on the work of spreading

education among the Tribals of the Plaj g
State and the Central Governmente? 1ains, 2 desired Hoth re

(¢) Whether Government are aware that it will b
Constitutional safeguard provided for the Tri':al.: :;ntrary S

(d) ‘g(l;s}:c ;hﬁ Assam Government has decided to abolish the above

The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS replied :
57. (a)—No.
(&), (¢) and (d)—Do not arise.
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State Transport Services on the Jorhat-Nowgong, Jorhat-Sibsagar and

QUESTIONS

[191: Marg,

Dibrugarh-Sibsagar Routes

Srijut BEJOY CHANDRA SAIKIA asked :

58. (a) Will Government be pleased to give in details the income derived

4520

Sibsagar and Dibrugarh-Sibsagar routes (to be shown separately for each route

from the year of their operation) ?

from the running of State Transport Services on the Jorhat-Nowg ong Jorhat t
b aL=
l

(6) Will Government be pleased to state the total

in placing ve! icles on these routes ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RAM NATH DAS replied : :

58. {a)—The income derived from running

services is stated below :—

() Nowgong-Jorhat Route (operation commenced from 1st August 1948)

Total income during—
1948-49

1949-50

1950-51
(upto 31st January 1951)

Total

(it) Jorhat-Sibsagar-Dibrugarh Route
October 1949).

Jorhat-Sibsagar Section—

Total income during—

1949-50
1950-51

Total

(izi) Sibsagar-Dibrugarh Section—
Total income during—

1949-50 T
1950-51
Total

(b)—The total expenditure incurred as
vehicle on the above routes is shown below :—

(1) Nowgong-Jorhat Route—placed 10 vehicles

Capital investment Rs,56,086-2-0,

expenditure incurred

the following State Transport

§

|

Rs:Natp: {
62,766 0 0 [
82,883 3 0 3
63,887 8 i

(=

——
——

(operation commenced from 1g¢ |

Rsraiip!
w. 57,826 14 o

.. 80,969 10 o
e :

1,38,796¢ & o

Rs, a. p.
67,250 0 o

. 82250 0 ¢

_—
———
—_—

1,49,500 0 o

capital investment on placing

(8 buses ang g trucks),
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(1) Jorhat-Sibsagar—placed 10 buses.
Capital investment Rs.2,16,207-2-0.

(#i7) Sibsagar-Dibrugarh route—placed 10 buses.
Capital investment Rs.2,16,207-3-0.

Maulavi Md. NAZMAL HAQUE : From the answer reg_arding S.tatc Traﬁlsgort
business, it appears that in the Jorhat-Sibsagar Section and in the Sibsagar-Dibru
garh Section there was a heavy loss.

The Hon’ble Srijut RAM NATH DAS: Where is the loss shown ?
This is capital expenditure incurred in the buses. N

Maulavi MAHAMMAD ROUFIQUE: Will the Horn’ble Minister state
the reason for the great disparity in the capital invested ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RAM NATH DAS: Some old buses previously used
by the Assam Transport have béen placed in this route. :

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Are Government aware that
most of the buses that run in the Gauhati-Nowgong Ssction are not working well.

The Hon’ble Srijut RAM NATH DAS: All the buses are running.
Aided High and Middle English Schools

Srijut BEJOY CHANDRA SAIKIA asked: ib

59. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) The amount of money awarded to the Aided High and Middle
English Schools as compensation for giving free and haif free
studentship to Tribal students in the whole State of Assam ?

(b) Whether Government propose to give in tabular form the number
of Tribal students reading in High and Middle English Schools,
separately and subdivision by subdivision ?

(¢) The amount of money allotted for each subdivision for the pur-
pose of giving compensation to the schools for giving free and
half free studentship to Tribal students ? :

d) Whether it is a fact that this amount corresponds to 25 :

& in Aided Schools and 50 per cent. in pGovertnmze:nP e;cﬁggilzs
?gc;)rding to the total number of Tribal students reading there-

(¢) If not, in what basis such grant-

~

in-aids are sanctioned ?
The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS replied :

59. (a), (0), (o), (d) & (&)—The information is beino
same Will be communicated to’ the hon. Member when rtzé]etiv(:c):lnemd g

Lower Primary School Teachers of Dibrugarh Subdivision

Srijut BEJOY CHANDRA SAIKIA asked: = 3*
60. (a) Will Government be
Lower Primary Schools’ teacher
Local Board in November 1947 ?

(b) What steps were taken up by the Government to tzansfer the ameunt
to the School Board and to pay the poor teachers ?

pleased to state the

¢ ¢ amount of arrear pay of the
s which remained

unpaid with the Dibrugarh
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The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS replied :

60. (a)—Government have no definite information.
(6)—Enquiries are being made and action will be taken on receipt of the
information.
Trainees of the Teache:s Training Institutions

o
Srijut BEJOY CHANDRA SAIKIA asked:

P s . :
61. (a) Is it a fact that a deputation party on behalf of the trainees of the
Teachers Training Institutions waited upen the Hon’ble Education Minister,
Parliamentary Secretary for the Education Department, Director of Public

Instruction and State Secretary for Primary Education Board on a certain date in
October 1950 ?

; (b) Is it a fact that the parties reached a decision to raise the deputatjon
allowance from Rs.13 to Rs.20 per month ?

(¢) Why this has not been given effect to up till now as promised ?
(d) From when it is proposed to be given effect to ?
(¢) Whether the trainees will get the arrear amount from October 19507

The Hon’ble Srijut OMEQ KUMAR DAS replied :

61. (a)—Yes.

(b)—A demand was put for by the de
allowance from Rs.13 to Rs.20 per month.

(¢)—This could not be given effect to due to financial reasons,
(d)—Does not arise.

(e)—Does nct arise.

putationists to raise the deputation

Creation of the post of Deputy Inspector of Schools
with headquarters at Nalbari

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked: ¢ °

62. (a) Will Goy

ernment be pleased to state whether they
copy of a Resg]

: : { 1 have recejy
ution passed at a meeting of the Presidents an

ed
d Secretal.i -

8 Mauza Congress Committees of North Kamrup of the Gaubati Subdjyjg . o> of
at Nalbari Mauza Congress Committee Office 013] 18th April 1949 under tls;lr;m aeld
dency of Sri Haladhar Chakravarty demanding the creatin of the post o
Deputy Inspector of Schools, with his headquarters at Nalbarj ? of a
y (b) If so, whether the request has been taken into consideration and
decision has been arrived at ? 3 e
(¢) A..re Government aware—
(i) that the communication to these localities of the Gauhat; Subdiyis;
lying in the North Bank of the Brabmaputra is ex Ao

o tremely bad -
(i) that the number of Primary Middle Vernacular and ﬁidﬁle’ Eoar:
schools in these areas is very large ; nglish

(7i1) that due to the Jack of good communicati
with his headquarters at Gauhati cann

on the Deputy Inspector
discharge his duties towards the schools i

ot properly and reoy] 1
n these areag 3 e
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(iv) that the teachers of these schools find it very difficult to come to
Gauhati where they are frequently required to come In connection
with businesses in the office of the Deputy Inspector of Schools ;

(v) that the solution of all these difficulties 1is the app.omtmcnt
of an Additional Deputy Inspector of Schools with his head-
quarters at Nalbari ? ; iy

(d) Having regard to the vastness of the area of the Gauhati Subdivi-

sion, the lack of communication and the large number of schools, do Govern-
ment propose to consider the suggestion with sympathy and to appoint an
Additional Deputy Inspector of Schoois as suggested above ?

(¢) If not, why not ?
The Hon’ble Srijut OMEQ KUMAR DAS replied:

62. (a)—Yes.
(b)—Yes. Final decision will be taken when the Budget has been passed
by the Legislature.
(¢) (1)—Yes.
(ii)—Yes.
(ii7) & (iv)—This is probably so.
(v)—This point is being seriously considered by Government.
(d)—Yes, Government will consider this suggestion with sympathy.

(¢)—Does not arise.

Establishment of Sugar mills in Assam
Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked: %

63. Will Government be pleased to refer to the Unstarred Question No.112
asked by the hon. Shri Nilmani Phookan on the subject of estabiishing sugar
mills in Assam during the Budget Session of the Assembly, 1950 (at page 551
of the Assembly Debates of 27th March, 1950) and state:

(a) Whether Government have succeeded in inducing any private par-
ties to transfer their sugar mills to Assam as stated by Government or to start
a new sugar mill ?

(b)) Whether the party said to be willing to buy the Assam Govern-
ment’s sugar cane nursery at Dimapur has purchased the nursery ?
(¢) If so, at what price ?

(d) If the replies to questions (@) and (b) above be in the negative,
what do Government propose to do with the said sugar cane nursery ?

(¢) Whether Government propc;se to start a Gur Factory of their own
and thus utilise the sugar cane nursery :

The Hon’ble Srijut BISENURAM MEDHI replied :

63. (a)—Not yet.
(b)—No.
{c)=Does not arise.
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(d)—As the negotiations with the_ party rcferr-ed to in the answer to
question No. 112 (i) asked by Shri Nilmani Fhookan in t_hc Budget Se‘smop of
the Assembly 1950, fell through, Government recently invited fresh apphcatlox_]s
from persons interested in the establishment of a sugar factory in Assam at their
own cost by shifting one from_ outside the State, They have received five
applications which are being considered now.

(e)—Government have already done so since the Gur making season
“of 1950.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR:

Is Gur being manufactured at
Bokajan ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Yes, -

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Wil Government give me some
-idea as to the production of Gur in that factory ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI : I want notice,

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : 1 would have been glad to anow

whether the expenditure incurred is commensurate with the quantity of Gur
manufactured,

DEMANDS FOR GRANTS
Grant No. 10
(25.-—General Administration)

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: . Mr, Speaker, Sir, on t}

recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to mo 5
that a sum not exceeding Rs.64,02,200 be granted to defiay the charges wh'vle
will come in course of payment during the year ending on the 31st } arch . lgl-c 1
for the administration of the head ““25.—General Administration’’, g

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :

“That a sum not exceeding  Rs.64,02,200 be granted to defra
charges which wi]] come in course of payment during the year ending on the 31,
Mal:ch 1952, for the administration of the head 25.—General Administration S

There are five Cut Motions and I think there is one omnibus Motjopn.

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: I think, Publicit
taken Separately and others can be spoken on in Motion No, 5, €ty should e

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Yes. Wil D,
Motion No. 1 ?

Chaudhury move his Cut

R

S i

.
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Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY : Sir, I beg to move that the
provision of Rs.2,63,009 under Grant No. 10, major-head——?.s.——-General Admi-
nistration, minor head—Secretariat and Headquarters TEstablishment, sub-
head M(b) Publicity Department (total), at page 79 of the Budget, be reduced
by Re.l, i.e., the amount of the whole Grant of Rs.64,02,200 do stand reduced
by Re.l.

The intention, Sir, of my Gut Motion is to help the Government to economise
their expenditure in view of deficit Budget which have of late become chronic.
In this connection I have already made some suggestions. In connection with
my Cut Motion here today I should like to tell the Hon’ble Chief Minister and
through him his Government that we can or the Government can advertise what-
ever they have got to bring to the notice of the public in Assam through the
radio which is the most effective way of doing publicity and through the papers
which they have and through the Gazette in which they are publishing their
communiques and other statements. Hence I deem it appropriate by way of
lessening the expenditure of the Government to bring this Cut Motion for the
Hon’ble Chief Minister’s kind and very serious and sympathetic consideration.
That I hope is enough so far as the Cut Motion before me is concerned.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Cut Motion moved :

¢“That the provision of Rs.2,63,009 under Grant No 10, major head—25.—
General Administration, minor head-—Secrctariat and Headquarters Establish-
ment, sub-head M(b) Publicity Department (total), at page 72 of the Budget,
be reduced by Re.l, i.c., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.64,02,200 do stand
reduced by Re.1.” '

Any hon, Member taking part ? }

(After a pause)
The Hon’ble Chief Minister to reply.

The Homn’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Deputy Minister, Mr.
Choudhury, will reply.

Srijut MAHENDRAMOHAN CHOUDHURY (Deputy Minister):
Mr. Speaker, Sir, for the information of Dr. Chaudhury I may say that the
Publicity Budget has been already reduced. In the year 1949-50 the Budget
grant was Rs.4,38,523. In 1950-51 the grant was reduced to Rs.2,24,947 and
this year also the Budget grant for the Publicity Department is on’ réduction.
We are already for economy and have actually effected economy in this Depart-
ment. Pubh_cny Department Vans which were taking very heavy consumption
have been disposed of and many other implements that were lying in the godown
for years together have been sold recently and from the sale proceeds we have
got this year approximately Rs.73,000. We are going to spend only Rs.38,000
during the year 1951.52 for purchase of new vans and implements and taking
the amount of Rs.73,000 into account, in fact the Budget grant under the
Publicity Department will be reduced by Rs.35,000 in 1951-52,

Sir, my hon. Friend agrees with me that the department has certain utility
to counteract false propaganda against the Government or to give publicity to
the schemes launched by the Government. I think therefore he should vote
for an efficient publicity organisation. To maintain the Publicity Department some
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1 s to be incurred and I would have been glad if my hon.
EEE L7 ex;;]enélél‘ﬁ; hz::;fould have told me if there is any ]avisl% expenditure in
b CDauartme;nt during this year or in the coming year. But as Dr.
Ay h 2 failed to bring to notice any extravagant expenditure in this
Shandhney I asust note that he is not in favour of any retrenchment in this
Departmcntt ﬂI]-Ie has mentioned that radio and the Assam Gazelle are the best
Deg?'rtmel}v-e ublicity to the Government schemes, which T fail to understand.
%ﬁesl: tgrg onlljy media for giving publicity, but then we want a personnel to gi‘ve
things proper shape before publicity. I l:lo.pe Dr. Chaudhury is not serious  for
the reduction of Grant to the Pub_]ml_ty‘ Department, and, con_mdcrlng .thc
useful service the Publicity Department is giving, I would request him to with-
draw his Cut Motion.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY_: Although
with what has been said, yet I may fulfil his hope by
to withdraw my Cut Motion.

I do not fully agree
asking leave of the House

(The Cut Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.)

Maulavi MD. NAZMAL HAQUE: Sir, I beg to move that the total
provision of Rs.64,02,200 under Grant No.10, major head—25.—General
administration, at page 60 of the Budget, be reduced by Re.1, i.c., the amount

of the whole grant of Rs.64,02,200 do stand reduced by Re.l.

My intention to move this Motion is to
failed in keeping efficiency of the administration, Since their taking office
efficiency in the general admiunistration has beep deteriorated. This is due
to lack of strict supervision and inspection. We have sop many Secretaries,
Additional Secretaries, Deputy Secretaries, Under-Secretaries and so on
but there is no arrangement for timely inspection of oifices, particularly the
Dig;tnct and Subdivisional Offices. These offices should he ingpected at least

nitwice a year. The Government have budgeted an amount of Rs.52,100 for
‘the revival of the post of the Commissioner and his staff. This is surely in
order to bring efficiency in the administration, but at this present time this
expenditure is uncalled for as the works of this intermediate establishment
could have

criticize Government for having

very easily been done by the Secretaries. T would like to remind
the House that once we in the Opposition objected vehemently for the aboli-
tion of the Commissioner’s post and the

g overn : i heed to our
l suggestions. Thus, they have killed the goose layirr?gergolgglllde;gz. Now again
they ‘want to create the post of the Commissioner., The function of the Com-
ave been very easily done by one of the Secrataries, instead of
t of the Commissioner and the stafl in this stage of financial
aim should be to remove the top heaviness in the administra-
we have been crying hoarse, but on the contrary we find that
'€ 1s going to be incurred to make the top more heavy,

c'risis. Sir, the
tion for which
much expendity

This is " evident ; isi

I nt in the provision of Rg9 69,000 for the current year’s
fanctioned grant, under the Secretariat daqt
The works o

and Headquarters’® Establishment head.,
it s Add'tf' the1 PHon’b]Ie Chief Minister have not gq abonormally increased
; : 1itional Persg Assi t i ired, i : !
Is quite unnecessary, i o R g efartirelof s 5,000

Hou:\hth these words, 1 beg to move my Cut Motion for acceptance of the Hon’ble
1 c.

oy
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Cut Motion moved : il

““That the total provision of Rs.64,02,200 under grant No.10, Major 1ez§ ==
25—General Administration, at page 60 of the Budget, be reduced by Re.”, i. €.,
the amount of the whole grant of Rs.64,02,200 do stand reduced by Re.1%.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, while Wh‘ﬂei
heartedly agreeing with what has been said by my hon Friend, Mr. Nazfna
Haque, I should like to tell the hon. Members sitting in the Treasury Benches,
the intention of bringing up Cut Motions is not always necessan}y forcing a
division. These are brought before the House to draw Government’s attention (
and grievances of particular areas and of particular Constituencies and also to
help - the Government in the reduction of their expenditure. [t is v_\nth this
estimation, that I wanted to discuss the necessity of economising expenditures In
the Publicity Department y
Sir, my Friend has just now said thatin spite of vehement opposition 1n 3
1947 of the Government’s move for the abolition of the Commissioner’s post
the argument pat forward by Government then was that it would result in
large saving and that the post was not necessary. I think, T would do well
to bring to the knowledge of the hon. Members of the House what was then
stated by the late Lokapriya Bardoloi in connection with the Motion tl_la'f had
been brought in for the abolition of the post of the remaining Commissioner
of Assam. He said that—¢‘‘Further experience has convinced us that the
remaining post of Commissioner was not necessary. It was therefore decided
by the Government that the second Commissionership should also be abolished.”
This he said in the September Session 1947 of this Assembly of ours. We
have seen how Government have been expressing their misgivings on account
of this deficit Budget. They have advanced no reasons why they have been
forced to incur the expenditure connected with the post and why they have
thought it fit to re-create this post. This Cut Motion has been moved in order
to remind the Government of their duty to curtail expenditure as far as possi-
ble. T should like also to tell the House that the Centralised Planning Depart-
ment in Assam not fully conversant with economic planning asked for sugges-
tions from the different departmznts which supply it. It takes little or no initiative
in the matter. With their proposals and suggestions, I think, this Cen-
tralised Department might be abolished consistent with the deficit Budget of
the Province. The question of a Centralised Department in our province is ill-
conceived. Much money will be saved if this Department is abolished. Some
time back a point was raised by my hon. Friend, Mr. Hardman, regarding
th_e failure of the Government to convene the Services Re-organisation Com-
mittee. IFf I remember aright, I received towards the end of October, 1948,
3 lettqr from some Government Official asking for my consent to serve on the
Committee. It was gazetted that the purpose of the Committee was to in=
crease the efficiency of the different Departments of the Administration, regard
being had to the ecconomy in expenditure. I at once replied to the official
that T would be too glad to serve on the Committee, if my services therein
were considered by Government to be helpful in bringing about efficiency in the

administration. Since then no meeting of this Committee has been convened.
If T remember aright,

Pt s 1 I brought in a Cut Motion in this connection, but with-
¢ 1t after having got an assurance from late Lokopriya Bardoloi that a meet-
ing of the Committee will be called very soon, but no meeting has yet been
convened. Government desire an increase in the efficiency of the people. Yet
they do not take steps in that  direction. By way of increasing the desired
efﬁClC“CY‘ Government ought to consider the wages of the people consistent with
the provisions in our Constitution., I hope, Sir, ours is not a cry in wilderness.
We hope we have been able to give some reasons as to why the Cut Motion
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has been brought. It has not been brought only to force a division. O}1r
intentior;, as we have repeatedly said, is just to curtail expcnditurc having re-
gard to our Budget which is a deficit one.

Maulavi

With these words, Sir, I supportthe Cut Motion of my Friend, o
gazmal Haque, and I also commend it for the acceptance of this Hon'ble
ouse.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Professor P. M. Sarwan to speak-

Prof. P. M. SARWAN.: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am glad to b€ able to
support the present Cut Motion for the simple reason that the expenditure in the
State of Assam needs to be curtailed. We have a deficit Budget, and in spite of
that, we do not see that the Government is desirous of cutting down expenditure,
but rather we find that there have been discovered new ways of spending money
further, viz., revival of the post of the Commissioner of Divisions. The revival
of the Commissioner’s post as shown in the Budget will cost the Government
more than half a lakh of rupees. Under British rule, administration Was highly
centralised and also very efficient, more efficient than the administration at the
present moment. But when we in India have accepted the ideals of democracy,

we have to admit that decentralisation will snoner or later be necessary- . he

Government have started to give effect to decentralisation by setting up Adylsor.yr

Boards. These Advisory Boards would be very successful in course Of‘??lmesl
1€5C

they' are truly represented by all sections of ihe people. I do not know 1
Advisory Boards are succeeding in achieving the efficiency and the object for
which they have heen established. I have no doubt that as years pass these
Advisory Boards will really be helpful in producing efficient administration when
they will have a truly representative character. In view of the financial
stringency in the State, the Government would do well to ponder seriously whether
they could not do without the revival of the post of the Commissioner of Divisions.
The post of Commissioner has been dead and by bringing it to new life w;]l not
mean a revival but it will be resurrecting of a dead animal. I do not think at

the present moment Government are in a position to resurrect the dead animal—

I mean the Commissioner’s posts_-—but will do better to devise methods to increase
efficiency in the administration. I request that the Government should hold
over for the time being this idea of re-establishing the post of the Commissioner,
To make the administration more cfficient, I would request the G_OVCI‘Hmf-'nt to
give their full support to the Deputy Commissioners and Subdivisxopal Officerg
In carrying out Government policies. I am sure that Government will not only
give their support to the people who are able to force the Deputy Commissioners
and the Subdivisional Officers to deviate from Government policies merely bec:_iu_se
they are able or they are believed to be able to catch the ears of the authorities
in Shillong. If the Deputy Commissioners and the Subdivisional Officers have
the support, the full support, the unstinted support of the Government, the
administration will becomne efficient and will be appreciated by the" pu.bhc at
large, Let us not forget the efficient manner in which the British administered
the State. We did not like them and we got rid of them, but we should learn
one thing from them which is—efficiency. Perhaps decentralisation will mean
difficulties for the Government because that will mean change of administration,

I must tell the Government that people think that British administration
was more efficient than the present administration. When the people will see
tha_t the officers in-charge are carrying out the policies of Government, with
w%uch I do not quarrel at all, the people will appreciate the Governmer:t and
will also be happy and contented.
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Srijut RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, it has been in
my mind for a long time to say whether certain measures connot be taken so
that we can have increased efficiency in our administration. At the outsef I
must make it clear that I am not supporting the Cut Motion, but only giving
certain suggestions. It seems to me that there has been someé duplication f)f
work between the Secretariat and the Heads of Department Offices, the minis-
terial staffin the Secretariat and thatin the Heads of Department Offices
almost do the same work, My ideais thatif the Heads of Departments are
also made Secretaries, €. g., if Inspector General of Civil Hospitals is made the
Secretary of the Medical Department, the Director of Agriculture that of
Agriculture Department, the Director, Public Instruction that of Education De-
partinent, etc., we can have more efficiency in work and more quickness in the
disposal of official matters. I also find, Sir, that there has been some heart-
burning among the clerical staff because the clerical staff in the Secretariat get
a higher scale of pay than the clerical staff in the Heads of Department Offices
though in many cases practically the same work is done by both these nﬁnistcrl_al
stafls. So, I suggest to Government to see whether something can be done 1n
this matter and thus whether some officers and also some of the Ministerial staff
can be curtailed and engaged in more suitable works.

Regarding revival of the post of the Commissivner, my Friend, Dr. Emran
Husain Chaudhury, has made much ofit. But I should tf;ll_hlm that 1947 is
not 1951. There have now been so many increased responsibilities of Govern-
ment in various Departments. Then the Deputy Commissioners’ and the Sul_)-
divisional Officers’ offices are not working well, there has not been strict supervi-
sion over them. Therefore the post of Commissioner has become necessary now
in order to keep a very good control over the Deputy Commissioners’ and Sub-
Divisional Officers’ offices. Thus the hon. Member will see that the revival of
the post of Commissioner has become necessary.

The question of money is a different thing. "he point at issue now is
whether, and if so how, we should increase the efficiency in the administration.
}Nhether this should be done by creating more posts or abolishing existing ones
is a different matter. So, these are my suggestions for the time being.

~ Mr J.S.HARDMAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, we arc indebted to the Oppost-
tion for initiating a discussion which has centred on the efficiency of the ad minis-
tration and the expenditure incurred upon it. We consider, however, that the
members of the Opposition who have complained of lack of efficiency in the
administration are wrong to criticise Government for taking a step which, we
believe, is calculated to improve the standard of the administration, iZ.s
the revival of the post of Commissioner. As hon. Members will realise, this
post was abolished in the year 1947 and no adequate arrangements had been
made to discharge the functions both of inspection and of rendering assistance
to the district officers. An estimate of half a lakh in a Budget of 10 crores
and 60 lakhs is not a large amount and there is 1o doubt that efficiency will
bring a very large saving to the State. There is, however, one point on which
we would like to have further information from Government. In 1947 the Com-
missioner’s powers were distributed to various other authorities and legislation
for that purpose was introduced and passed by this House. I am not aware,
Sir, what the position will be when the post of the Commissioner is revived.
But it would seem to be obvious that those powers which the Commissioner was
a:ble to discharge before 1947 should be once more given back to the Commis-
sioner to perform. It will, in our view, relieve a certain amount of pressure
on the Seccretariat and enable the matters, which at present are taking rather
longer, to ke dealt with more expeditiously.
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We offer a little moral support to the Opposition in their complaint about
the Re-organisation Committee. Whether it was right or wrong for this
Committee to be appointed, we feel that it was singularly inopportune for
Government to allow this Committee to lapse into oblivion. It was never
even summoned and no statement was made by Government indicating the
reasons for changing their mind. It is evident that many of the functions
which the Committeee were expected to perform still remain to be done. In
the last year’s Budget debate Government appeared to indicate that some of
these functions were to be performed by another Committee which went by the
designation of the High Power Committee. On this Committee there was to be
the Chief Secretary, and, if I remember correctly, hon. Mr. Siddhinath Sarma,
a Member of this House. Once again this Committee has not met and we
have no indication of the reasons [or this inactivity, particularly, when we find
that from all sections of this House there are complaints that the standard of
efficiency is not entirely what it was.

3 rI_'his Motion enables me to raise another question closely connected with
this 1ssue, and that is the dilatory disposal of criminal cases. I have had
occasion to bring this several times to the notice of Government. I am refer-
Ting to the cases which are tried by stipendiary magistrates whose pay is met from
the head “25—General Administration’’ and for the moment I am not referring
to what ig equally serious, namely, the delay in some of the higher Courts.

€re are many occasions when witnesses attend long distances time after time
only to g0 away without having their evidence taken. I'realise that on some
occasions it is not the fault of the Clourt. Lawyers are entitled to apply for
time on behalf of the parties they represent. But I am afraid that on an
ncreasingly number of occasions the responsibility for delay rests very heavily
with the (Clonrta a8 ST obligation of the Court to grant time to parties
unless they feel that a sound case has been made out. Our complaint, however,
13 Dot so much to ill-advised decisions in regard to applications for time, but to
sheer failure on the part of the Courts to devote themselves to the work in hand.
ometime ago I had the privilege of attending in the precincts of a court and
I was very disturbed to see the general atmosphere there. Half an houy after
work was Supposed to commence the clerical staff were secn to be busily engaged
10 starting work, that is half an hour late After a suitable and appropriate
tnterval senior lofﬁcers began to assemble on the premises ; but there wag at least
a further hour before work actually started only to be interrupted again hy
other business which came up and not long afterwards the work appears to be
1n the process of closing down. In many instances there is no system: gz large
Dumber of oageg are fixed, witnesses are called as a matter of course ang the
consequences is that {he Courts are unable to hear these witnesses. A Pertinent
remark Was made by one hon. Member that in case of much criminal litigation,
the complainant ig being punished as heavily as the accused. I have g2 letter
here from one of my constituents in which he asks me to draw the attention
of the Government to the difficulties which are being experienced, He has
already Attempted to draw the attention of the Court concerned and also
of the District Magistrate. This is a case under Sections 325, 379, Indian
Pen_al Code which is pending in the Court of the Subdivisiona] Officer, Karim-
g2nj ; up to date the witnesses appear to have attended on no less than 9
OcCcasions and it is not clear whether their evidence has yet been recorded,
The first appearance was on the 20th of June 1950, the Jast appearance was
on thp 8th of March 1951 and they are again being summoned to attend on,
I think it is, the Oth April  On the 9th January the Manager of the Garden
concerned thought it desirable to draw the attention of the Clourt to the incon-
venience which was being caused by the absence on so many occasions for
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no purpose of his medical officer and several members of the Garden staff.
Unfortunately on the occasion when he sent a note to the Subdivisional Officer,
it could not be presented as the officer was not in the Court.

These are by no means isolated instances. I know of a case in Jorhat
which had gone on for nine months and the prosecution witnesses had not
been examined. We feel that unless more attention is paid by the district
authorities to the prompt disposal of criminal cases, there can be no value in
‘maintaining Courts which contribute so little to the settlement of outstanding
Jitigation. We hope that the appointment of the Commissioner will do much to
remove all the inconvenience which the litigant public is expeciencing at the
present time. Litigation, however, is merely one of the items which fall under
the purview of the district administration. We would be the first to recognise
that District Magistrates are today carrying on a very heavy burden. All
additional control place responsibilities on the District Magistrates. At the same
time there is an impression that the authorities attempt to conceatrate unduly
on a few special activities and pay little attention to the disposal of routine
work. It is extremely difficult to get a prompt reply from most of these Govern-
ment offices ; there may be reasons for this. In some cases it is not so very easy
for the information to be supplied at once. But in many a simple matter there
is inordinate delay. On one occasion on a simple matter a fortnight is taken
to type out a letter—an inordinate interval between the approval of the draft and
the production of the completed letter. But all these indicate the urgent need
for an overhaul of the system-—a system which was possibly designed for doing
work in more leisurely days can hardly work today—and there is, without doubt,
an urgent need for reorganisation. Whether Government decide to appoint
an executive committee composed of officials or to: obtain outside experts
or to revive the moribund Reorganisation Committee or to appoint a High
Power Committee it is not for me to say, but we would commend to Government
the most urgent need for securing the highest standard of efficiency possible in the
District administration. )

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, Dr. Emran
Husain Saheb and Jonab Md. Nazmal Haque Saheb have raised a discussion
against the proposal of the creation of the post of the Commissioner. In view of
the financial condition of the Government they are for abolition of the post
rather than for its revival. The argument advanced by them in support of this
proposal seems to be quite conflicting to what they say later on for making
arrangement for inspection and supervision of the district offices. They insist
that strict supervision or inspection is necessary in the District and Subdivisional
offices. The object of the Mover in this respect can only be achieved by
appointment of a senior officer with experience to go round the district for
inspection and supervision of the district and other offices.

Mr. Hardman, in the argument advanced by him, said that there has been
much accumulation of criminal cases for a long time. We had been trying to
appoint as many Magistrates as is possible, and yet the accumulation has not
been cleared up. We now feel that the full amount of work has not been
realised from our officers. In many places District and Subdivisional Officers
are new and besides that they bad also to deal with various other works in the
Districts and Subdivisions and as such they cannot devote adequate time
to the supervision of the works of the Magistrates in the disposal of their cases
and reason _of such accumulation of pending criminal cases and to see if
punctuality is observed. During my tours all these matters were brought to my
notice in some of the Districts. As a matter of fact it was also brought to my
notice that some of the officers do not come to their offices punctually and many
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of the officers spend their time by gossiping outside their offices. In order to
check all these the necessity of an experienced and senior officer is greatly felt
and that is why the post of a Commissioner is being created on a temporary basis
as an experimental measure with his headquarters as Shillong. We now wanta
Commissioner whose office must be in the Secretariat here so that he can go
round the Districts and ascertain why there has been accumulation of cases in the
courts of the different Magistrates and also examine the working of the
district offices. After his inspection he would suggest measures how the efficiency
in the District administration can be improved, how Government policy can be
speedily ‘implemented and how defects can be remedied. MNany of the hon.
Members are complaining that the land settlement policy of the Government
has not been carrried out as speedily as desired by them. ™This is one of the
reasons why the Government propose to appoint a Commissioner who can
z_a.dvise the district officers to speed up the work and implement Government policy
in the respective districts. He will also inspect the output of work of each officer
and submit his report regarding the merits of such officers. With regard to the
delegation of powers to the proposed Commissioner the matter will be duly
considered. Some of the powers exercised by Commissioner are now being
exercised by the Government and some by the existing Development Com-
missioner. At present we propose to send this Officer to the Districts to study
matters and thes to send a complete report to Government with his suggestions
as to how efficiency can be increased, how accumulation of criminal and other
works can be disposed of as speedily as possible. On the basis of that report it
may be necessary to call a high power committee. But without any materials
it is difficult for a committee to make any recommendation. I need not impress
that it is not possible for a committee to make any recommendation without
facts and figures for reorganisation of the offices with a view to increase efficiency
and suggest measures for retrenchment without impairing efficiency.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : You have got 5 minutes more only.

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI : Hon. Mermnbers may
remember that Relief Rehabilitation is very urgent and important matter and a
Post of Secretary had to be created to expedite the relief and rehabilitation
:VOr}: and the expenditure of the Secretary is being borne by the Government of
india, Secondly, Autonomous District Councils are to be formed, rules are to
bf? framed. The work in connection with the constitution of the Autonomous
District Councils and that in connection with the development programme in
these districts has increased to such an extent that to expedite the work a post
of Secretary had to be created.

. Then the Reorganisation Committee—Why this was not called ? Tmme-
diately after the announcement of the Reorganisation Committce we were
faced with great financial difficulty. I may mention in the year 1948-49 the
Post-War grant was suddenly reduced and we were informed almost simulta-
neously that no Post-war grant was to be obtained by the State in 1949-50.
Under the circumstances the Government had to devote their undivided atten-
tion to reduce expenditure to the tune of a crore for 1948-49 and to adjust our
budget for 1949-50 without the Post-war grant of more than 3 crores to save
the State from a financial catastrophe. I may draw the attention of the Mem-
bers to what I stated in my budget speech.

“I may mention also that in our heroic efforts and drive for rctrenchment
we had the ‘most unpleasant duty of discharging as many as 1,083 persons
employed in connection with the various development schemes with a view to
reduce expenditure by Rs.1,265 thousands’’.
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Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY : What is the position now ?
The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDH]I: I am coming to it.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Hon’ble Minister has got only 2 minutes
more.

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: I think we have saved enough time from
the question hour. That saving can be utilised now.

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: So we had to make
retrenchment in all Departments. Subsequently in order to see the working of the
various Departments we were trying to find out a whole time experienced officer
to inspect the working of the Secretariat and offices of the Heads of Departments
and submit his report.  Failing to obtain a whole time retired officer we had to
entrust the work to an officer in addition to his duties. He submitted his report
but that did not contain the material we wanted. It was thought that no
useful purpose would be served by calling this committee of re-organisation, on
such materials. When the material could not be collected by the officer, we
thought of getting reports from the Heads of the Departments and the Secretariat,
These reports are not also satisfactory and none of them indicate any scope of
retrenchment nor any suggestion for increasing efficiency. In the meantime it is
proposed to make recruitment by competitive examination to Secratariat and
Heads of Departments offices and to open classes for giving training to the office
Assistants.  But for want of accommodation we have not been able to open the
class. We approached the Hon’ble Speaker to ascertain if some room could be
provided for the training class. But there was some difficulty as some other
Departments are occupying some of the rooms. After the Secretariat building
is completed we propose to have this: training class and the officer will be
appointed for giving the training. This officer experienced in the working of
the Sccretariat may be available for collecting ‘adequate material after
inspection of the various Departments. After the materials are collected the desi-
rability of placing the matter before a high power committee will be examined.

Regarding planning it will be remembered by hon. Members that a Planning
Commission has been formed by the Centre and they want to have close co-
operation with the State. The Co-ordination Committec is to be inter-depart-
mental Committee of which there should be one Secretary. There is possibility
of getting some money from the development projects. We have already sub-
mitted development programme to the tune of 21 crores. We propose
to send schemes for reclamation of land, where collective and joint cultivation
could be done. I think under the circumstances it is eszential to have some one
to look after this programme and keep in constant touch with the Planning
Commission and collect materials from different Departments. With these words
I request hon. Members to withdraw their Cut Motions.

Maulavi Md. NAZMAL HAQUE: May I know whether there should be
an .addltl(.)n.al Personal Assistant to the Hon’ble Chief Minister ? The Hon’ble
Chief Mmls_ter has not stated the reasons for the creation of an Additional
Personal Assistant’s post to the Hon’ble Chief Minister,

nge Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: It is really necessary. The
two officers cannot cope with the work. They are to remain working from
6-00 A. M. to 10-00 ». m., the time up to which I work.

Srijut RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: The Chief Minister has not stated
regarding my suggestion, '
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The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: The desirability of making
Head of Department as Secretary of the Department is under consideration of
the Government, but I am afraid there are some difficulties in giving effect to such
a proposal. I may take the case of Inspector General of Civil Hospitals acting
also as a Secretary for Medical Department. The hon. Members must
have seen how the condition and upkeep of the Civil Hospitals and Jail adminis-
tration, have deteriorated in efficiency. In order to improve the condition and
administration of the Medical and Jail Department much frequent inspection
by Inspector General of Civil Hospitals seems essential. In doing so, he will
have to be absent from the headquarters for a long time and during his absence
all the works will be held up in his absence to deal with such matter. We
are likely to be confronted with similar difficulties in case the Director of Public
Instruction is also to work as Secretary for Education.

Srijut RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: The Assistant Director of Public
Instruction can do the Secretary’s job.

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Although, we would like
to do away with the posts of Secrctaries wherever possible but in view of the
difficulties and deterioration in administration it is not possible to accept the sug-
gestion of Shri R. Barua in general. The desirability of giving a trial is under
consideration of Government. With these remarks, I would request the hon,
Member to withdraw his Cut Motion.

Maulavi Md. NAZMAL HAQUE: My suggestion was that the inspec-
tion duty should be placed in charge of some Sccretaries in place of the
Comumissioner.

Although, I am not satisfied with all the explanations given by the Hon’ble
the Chief Minister, I beg leave of the House to withdraw the Motion.,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Hasthe hon. Member leave of the House
to withdraw the Cut Motion ? ]
(The Cut Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn).

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I put the original Motion as a question.

The question is that a sum not exceeding Rs.64,02,200 be granted to defray
the charges which will come in course of payment during the year ending on
the 31st March 1952, for the administration of the head—¢¢25.-——General Adminis-
tration”.

The Motion was adopted.

Grant No.2
(7—LAND REVENUE)

The Hon’ble Srijut MOTIRAM BORA: On the recommendation of His
Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move that a sum not exceed-
ing Rs.33,04,800 be granted to defray the charges which will come in course
of payment during the year ending on the 31st March, 1952, for the administra -
tion of the head —7.—T.and Revenue’. :

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Motion moved :

~ “That a sum not exceeding Rs.33,04,800 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in course of pay ment during the year ending on the 31st
Marcl} 1952, for the administration of the head—“7.—Land Revenue.?’

There are two Cut Motions standing in the name of Mr. Binode
Kumar J. Sarwan and Maulavi Nazmal Haque. I think, hon. Mr. Sarwan will
speak on Mr. Nazmal Haque’s Motjons.
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Maulavi Md. NAZMAL HAQUE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move
that the total provision of Rs.33,04,800 under grant No.2, M&_]OI‘ head—T7.—
Land Revenue, at page 32 of the Budget, be reduced by Re.1, 7. e., the amount
of the whole grant of Rs.33,04,800 do stand reduced by Re.1.

Sir, I wantto show by this Cut Motion how expenditure un_del‘
this head could be curtailed. Now, it is evident from the actua!s of receipts
and expenditure side from the year 1947 right upto 1949-50 that with less expen-
diture the receipts were satisfactory in comparison with the expenditure to be
incurred in the current and the next year. The Report on the Land Revénue
Administration of the year 1948-49 when collection was less shows that less
collection was due to unsatisfactory economic condition of the people but not
due to shortage of staff, and in the current and next year the receipts will surely
come down due to uneconomic conditions of the people. Knowing fully well
that due to some natural calamity we cannot have more receipts next year,
estimation of more expenditure is not satisfactory. This is surely a bad estimat-
ing of the Budget. Though there is no prospect of more collection to increase
the rereipt, the Government is making provision for 24 more Sub-Deputy
Collectors and to increase subordinate staff under the Land Record Head. In
the present state of financial stringency in the State this expenditure may
easily be delayed.

Sir, in this connection also, I draw the attention of the Government to the
landless condition of the people in the Mechpara Wards’ Estate in the district
of Goalpara. Hundreds of people are landless, as they have lost their lands due
to erosion. Some of the affected people have crossed over the Brahmaputra
rive: and acquired some lands within the tribal area. The last communal dis-
turbances have ousted them. Now, these people are without land and I would
request Goverment that necessary staff should be given to the Manager concerned
to find out land within the State and give these people land for cultivation.

i With these words, I commend my Motion™ for the acceptance of the
ouse, ;i

) The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Cut Motion moved: “That the total provi-
sion of Rs.33,04,800 under Grant No. 2, Major head—7.—Land Revenue at
page 32 of the Budget, be reduced by Re.l i. e., the amount of the whole grant
of Rs.33,04,800 do stand reduced by Re.l.”

Mr. BINODE KUMAR J. SARWAN: Mor. Speaker, Sir, I beg to speak on
Cut Motion No.l which is to the effect that the provision of Rs.62.844 under
Grant No.2, Major head—C.—Management of Government Estates, Minor head—
(b)—Development Rates Scheme (total), at page 37 of the Budgét be reduced
by Re.1l, 7 e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.33,04,800 do staind reduced

by Re.l. It was tabled with the intention to criticise ici
2 the
regarding the settlement of land. e

Sir, since more than 2 years ago applications were invited from the local

people of Darrar_zg District as well as others who are landless for settlement of
Batimari Professional Grazing Reserve land, also Borsola and other Professional
Gr a-leHgTI}‘ICSCI‘VC lands, but few people have actually been helped to occupy this
lands, I'e Government should fix time limit of two years at least, during which
tme apdp 1lcants should be prepared to occupy the above Professional Grazing
Reserved lands.  The Settlement Department should have allotted lands to -the
landless applicants by now and failure to occupy the above lands within the
time limit should entitle others for settlement on the same lands. It
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is true that hundreds of applications has been received in the Office of
the Sub-Deputy Collector, Behali and Tezpur Sadar Office, and there-
fore during these two years there should have been no difficulty in granting
allotment of lands. I therefore suggest that the time limit be 2 years latest,
during which time the settlement officers should allot lands to the landless culti.
vators. The Deputy Commissioner should be instracted to give preference or
priority to the landless cultivators residing near the Professional Grazing Reserv-
ed lands and the landless cultivators already in occupation should not, as far as
possible, be ejected to make room for new-comers. In these abnormal days
wherf there is acute food scarcity and when the vital need is to grow more food,
there should be no delay in giving settlement of these lands to the landless local
cultivators or even to the landless culiivators of other localities.

With these few words, T request the Hon’ble Revenue Minister-in-charge for
allotment of lands to the iandless cultivalors,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Prof. P. M. Sarwan to speak.

Prof, P. M. SARWAN : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I whole-heartedly supPort this Cut
Motion for the simple 1eason that the inefficiency of t_he Qovcrnrl?mt has been
reflected in the administration of their land settlement policy. Three years ago,
Government instructed the Officers of the Settlement Department nnt}lo allow
people to squat on Government waste lands. That was quite right, but there
were people who were already in occupation of certain waste lands but these
occupants had not been given pattas for the lands in their occupation. On the
other hand the Government’s instructions for the provision of new squatters
were made use of by some Sub-Deputy Collectors who ousted or ¢jected these
innocent. people who were already in occupation of the lands before Govern-
ment’s instructions were issued. Last year certain ryots in T'itabar Circle were in
great trouble. They had been in occupation of Government waste ]and§ for quite
a long time. Pattas for some of these lands had already been received. The Sub-
Deputy Collector failed to issue pattas for all the lands in their occupation  on
the ground that they had not applied in accordance with the Government’s in-
structions. Thus those who were in occupation of land for a long time past were
cjected. I think it was a great wrong done to these innocent people  who
have been there before Government’s instructions had been issued, The Govern-
ment have been calling for applications from landless penple who want land for
cultivation. These people applied two years ago and many of these landless
people applied for lands in Dibrugarh, Sibsagar, Jorhat and perhaps cljn'NOW-
gong Subdivisions. These applications piled up in each Subdivision and in two
years’ time most of these lands that were to be s'cttled were not
taken care of by the Sub-Deputy GoIlcc_tors m-tlzharge. Now this rcﬂcgts Sa_. great
deal of inefficiency, lack of promptness in the Settlement Department. . i, _the
Settlement Department is a very important Branch of the Government adminis-
tration for the rural people. The rural people f_lo not War‘lt__]ObS,.th cy_do not want
to be employed in Offices, but they want efficient _adrmmstz-'a!:lon _in !’egard to
land settlement matter, and if there is not an efficient administration in regm:d
to settlement of lands, a large portion of the people of Assam as well as of India
will have cause of complaints against negligence or callousness on the part of
the Government.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUD}IURY: : Mr. Speaker, Sir. I beg to lend
my support to the hon, Mover of this Cut Motion, Maulavi Nazmal Haque.
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Sir, from the discussion that have already taken place on. the floor of the
Fouse regarding the mismanagement in the settlement of lands w1‘th people who
are landless I may draw the attention of the Government regarding . the hard-
ships caused to the people of Quguri area where the people who had been in
occupation of land were forcibly ejected. I therefore endorse what has been
stated by one of the hon. Members of the Government Party—1 think it was
Srijut Dalbir Singh Lohar—when he invited the pointed attention of the Govern-
ment to the hardships of the people of Ouguri area. Inview of the scarcity of
food stuff, I think Government would be well-advised to-see that waste lands

or tea garden grants go to people who actually deserve them, i. €., to
people who are landless.

Maulavi Md. MARKSED ALI: Sir, in our district there are many landless
people, but recently the East Bengal refugees have been rehabilitated in some
grazing lands under the Zemindars of Goalpara. Sir, we know that our indi-
genous people are more acquainted with the art of cultivation, and we do not
know whether these East Bengal refugees are at all acquainted with the art of
cultivation. I therefore do not understand why these people arc being reha-
bilitated in these useful waste lands. Of course I no notsay that these unfor-
tunate East Bengal refugees should not be rehabilitated at all, but my point is
that these people do not know the art of cultivation of our province and Govern-
ment should see that these people are settled only on useless waste lands. When
we are in need of more food we can best utilise our useful grazing lands by set-

tling them with the unfortunate immigrants as well as indigeneous landless
people.

With these few words, I support the Cut Motion moved by my Friend on this
side of the House.
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now.The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Hon’ble Srijut Motiram Bora to reply

The Hon’ble S

Dt Minister~in-njut MOTIRAM BORA: My Friend, Srijut Hareswar Das,

charge of Revenue will reply.
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Srijut HARESWAR DAS (Deputy Minister) : Mr.. Speaker, Sir, the hon.
Member Mr. B. Sarwan should have raised this Batiamari matter in the form of a
question and we could then supply the information. This reserve consisted of about
8,438 bighas, Of this about 6,000 bighas were dereserved and 2,000 bighas were
asked to be settled with Nowgong people and the rest with other people. The
Deputy Commissioner was given full powers of settlement. A few minutes ago
the other Sarwan wanted that full powers should be given to the Deputy
Commissioners and the Subdivisional Officers. We gave them full powers. If
people did not get any land, Mr. Sarwan should have approached the Deputy
Commissioner and not come over here. As regards the allottees not going there,
mry Friend, Srijut Hazarika has given the answer.

As regards the point raised by Jonab Nazmal Haque Sahib, Mechpara isa
permanently-settled Estate. If some tenant of Mechpara lost their lands by
erosion this Government cannot help them. Ttisfor the Mechpara Estate to
supply them with land. If there is any land, the Manager of the Mechpara Estate
knows it, and he has full powers to settle them. Instead of coming to Govern-
ment, my Friend should have moved the Manager of the Mechpara Estate to
settle those people, if land is available. .

As regards the other point raised by Nazmal Haque Sahib, land revenue

s not expected to be more with the increase of staff, I want to say that land
revenue and personnel cannot go together. Instead of the 24 ]app tOIZl(:)ments
made recently the Sub-Deputy Collectors’ cadre is stﬂl less by abou = SRTAE
present settlement work has begun in the Cachar district, Gauhati town, Kamrup
district, Nowgong district and in many other places. So, alarge number of
land records staff is necessary. Then due to earthquake many people were
stranded, many tea garden lands have been requisitioned and various reserves
have been dereserved, These lands have got to be settled with the landless people.
For these reasons this land records staff is necessary. The revenue Wth'h these
settlements will bring may not immediately be commensurate with the increase
inWstatt ST ithe set et cnt weork is completed and landless people are rehabili-
tated revenue will come a few years hence. Land is a long-term project.
Immediately it mav not bring any revenue at all, but ultlrmatcly it will = bring
revenue. Then there is another aspect of the question. The landless people
and those people who have lost their land as a result of erosion and earthquake,
it is the duty of Government to settle them in new lands. For that reason also
Land Records staff is necessary. So, this should not be judged by what amount
of additional revenue is derived. 3 .

Then, Sir, I am a bit surprised that a man of Prof. Sarwan’s standing lacks
in common knowledge of land law. He said that encroachers, 7. ¢., those who
encroached on Government lands should be kept there. Sir, in 1945 all the
partics met together and adopted a Resolution known as the July 1945
Resolution......

Prof. P, M. SARWAN : On a point of personal explanation, Sir. I never
said that encroachers should be excused. What I said was that people who had
been on the land before the Government’s instructions were issued should have
been settled.

Srijut HARESWAR DAS (Deputy Minister) : As encroachers ? Sir, he
does not know what is meant by *‘encroacher”. Under the 1945 Resolution for
waste land a man must file an application and only when land is allotted to him
and possession is delivered he can go to the land. If without doing this, 2 man
enters 1nto a reserve or any waste land and occupies it, he is an encroacher.
My Friend Mr. Sarwan by way of personal explanation seems to have expressed
his ignorance of the meaning of the word encroacher.
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Prof. P. M SARWAN: My point is that the Government issued some
instructions about three years ago and before that these squarters were recognised
by the Government.

Srijut HARESWAR DAS (Deputy Minister): My Friend has again
proved his ignorance of the law, Sir. The Land and Revenue Regulation 1s
there from 1882. What he refers to as Government’s notification, was not a
notification, but it was a Resolution adopted on the 13th ofjuly_r, 1945 —ignorance
oflaw does not protect anybody. So now I think my hon. Friend realises that
he has no case for these encroachers. Whatever action was taken by the Sub-
divisional Officer or the Deputy Commissioner to evict these encroachers, they
did under the law. :

As regards Ouguri Reserve—these are also encroachers, Sir, and they were
evicted after due enquiry spread over about two years. There was local agitation
because that portion of the land which they occupied was the only high land
where the people could keep their cattle. The Revenue Officers gave the
encroachers land elsewhere in the same Professional Grazing Reserve and cvxcf_:ed
them. As there were several parties among the local. people supporting
this party or that, possibly my Friend, Dr. Emran Husain, belonged to one
of them and was supporting the encroachers.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: That isan insinuation, Sir, I
think the hon. Deputy Minister will withdraw that. I was not siding with any
party. I only took the opportunity of helping in the'settlement of land there.
I was not siding with this or that party.

Srijut HARESWAR DAS (Deputy Minister) : Many thanks, Sir. I am
very glad to hear that. ;

Another point, Sir, raised by my hon. Friend, Maksed Ali, that Government
should refuse to give lands to refugees. Sir, the registered number of refugees
will be about 5 lakhs 25 thousand and if we take into account those who were
not registered the total will come up to about 8 lakhs. Itis impossible for the
Government to give lands to all these refugees. If my Friend, Maulavi Maksed
Ali, could induce the Central Government to take away some of these refugees,
we shall thank him.

Maulavi Md. MAKSED ALI: There are indigenous people, Sir, Is it not
the duty of the Government to see that the indigenous pecple are provided with
land because local agitation is going on ?

Srijut HARESWAR DAS (Deputy Minister) : We have already adopted
a resolution to provide lands to the landless indigenous people. But there is a
humanitarian side ; these refugees lost their all due to communal violence in
Pakistan and for no fault of theirs. We must help them and  rehabilitate them
and we are doing so to the best of our ability. But we cannot rehabilitate all for
want of land. So if the surplus number of refugees were taken away by the
Central Government and my Friend can persuade them to do that we would
welcome it.

I think possibly I have touched all points and.

& Prof. P M. SARWAN: The point on inefficiency has not been answered
ir.

Srijut HARESWAR DAS (Deputy Minister): Inecficiency cannot be
taken generally, Sir. Some official may be inefficient and if my hon. Friend can
give the name of that person, we will certainly take necessary steps.
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In view of what I have said, I would request my hon. Friend, the Mover of
this Motion to withdraw it.

Maulavi MD NAZMAL HAQUE: Ona point  of information, Sir. Is
it not the duty of the Government to see that the landless people are  provided
with lands whether it is State land or waste land, when some one has brought
that fact to the notice of the Government ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Does not the hon, Member want to with-
draw his Cut Motion ?

Mazaulavi MD. NAZMAIL HAQUE: I have no alternative, Sir, but to
beg leave of the House to withdraw my Motion,

(The Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.)
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I put the question.

The question is:  “That a sum not exceeding Rs.33,04,800 be granted to
defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year ending
on the 31st March 1952, for the administration of the head 7.—Land Revenye®>,

The Motion was adopted.

(At this stage the Hl)n’ble the Speaker vacated the chair and the Deputy
Speaker occupied it).

GRANT No.22
43—Industries and Supplies —I—Sericulture and Weaving

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Madam, Deputy Speaker,
on the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg to move
that a sum not exceeding Rs.7,72,200 be granted to defray the charges which will
come in course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March, 1952 for
the administration of the head ‘43—Industries and Supplies—I—Sericulture
and Weaving”’.

The Deputy SPEAKER: Motion moved s that, a sum mot exceeding
Rs 7,72:200 be granted to defray the charges  which will  come in course =
payment during the year ending on the 31st March, 1952 for the administration
of the head ¢<43.—Industries and Supplies—I—Sericulture and Weaving.”

There is one Cut Motion in the name of Dr. Emran Husain Chaudhur
The hon, Member can move his Cut Motion after launch.

Y.
Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned for launch till 1 p.u,
sfter launch.

(‘The Deputy Speaker in the Chair)

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Dr. Emran Hus

ain Chaudhury may now move
his Cut Motion under grant No. 22,

RPN S S
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Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: I beg to move, Madam, that
the total provision of Rs.7,72,200 under Grant No.22 Major head—43.—
Industries and Supplies.—I.—Sericulture and Weaving at page 2_20 ofﬂ the Budgdet
be reduced by Re.l, ie., the amourt of the whole grant cf Rs.7,72,200 do
stand reduced by Re.l.

Madam, I have brought up this Cut Motion in order to learn from the
Government as to the progress they have been able to register in regartil to this
very important industry. In the whole of India, Madam, handloom mdu_stI'Y
is the biggest cottage industry and itis in this connection that T had occasions
previously to complain of the acute shortage of cloth as a result, among other
things, of the exportation of large quantities of cloth, to foreign lands. Thereis
little, if at all, import of Kashmiri silk and China silk, into India. We producc
our own silk, but not in proportion to our demand. Hence the reason for my
bringing in the Cut Motion in order to draw the attention of the Government
to the defects which are to be scen in the sericulture and weaving industry.

We here want more yarn. The demand in the countryside is more for yarn
than for cloth. We have our handloom iudustry here and if yarn is made available
to us the people would weave their own cloth and this could be done to some
extent by improving the sericulture industry in our Proviuce.

From the Budget speech of the Hon’ble Finance Minister we find the- mention
of 3 development schemes, namely, (1) the development of dyeing and
bleaching, (2) ecstablishment of two more training classes at Tura and Pasighat
and (3) rescarch in marketing for the development of ancient Assamese designs
to utilise them for creating markets, The industry cannot thrive unless proper
attention is given to the staff who are employed in this industry. Last year I
remember having brought up a Cut Motion in order to draw the attention of
the Government to the difficulties experienced by low paid subordinate officers,
specially demonstrators connected with this industry. I remember having
brought to the knowledge of Mr. Bimala Prosad Chaliha the plight of the
demonstrators engaged in the sericulture industry. I bave known cases of persons
who have got their training in Madras, some at their own expense. Those
trainees are qualified for promotion in their department. One does not work
efficiently unless there is hope for promotion or change for the better. On the
contrary we find, Madam, the Pay Committee, for whom I have every regard,
did not pay adequate attention to the cases of those engaged in the sericulture
industry, specially of those who are in the subordinate position. I understand,
the pay of the demonstrator starts from Rs.40 and ends somewhere at Rs.70
or 80. In addition to his pay, I understand, some Rs.16 or 17 is paid only as
his allowance while his jurisdiction is nearly the whole Subdivision and while he
has to run about with “his bicycle to many distant places and does frequently
incur a loss, connected with the repairs of his bicyle, etc. Thus the remuneration
he gets for his services is very little and is out of proportion. Hence, I believe
Government should pay a little more attentiqn to the cases of the demonstrators
and also to the other staff so that the people in Assam who are so very short of
cloth might get more cloth.,

: In_th‘? Bu_dget speech of the Hon’ble Finance Minister I do not think there
1s any indication of sufficient progress being made by this industry, In view of
the shortage of cloth and of the non-availability of Kashmiri cloth and also

_Ghma silk tl?e’e is all the greater necessity of improving the sericulture industry
in our province. =

I hOPﬁzd B}/}Iadam, Government will pay some attention to the complaints that
I have urged befere the House with all the sincerity that I can command. From
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what I find from the attention that is being paid so far by Government and from
what I have stated now I am inclined to believe, nay, encouraged to say, that
the House is going to accept my Cut Motion.

The Deputy SPEAKER: Cut Motion moved: ¢“That the total provision
of Rs.7,72,200 under Grant No.22 Major head—4.3.—Industries and
Supplies.-——I.—Sericulture and Weaving at page 220 of the Budget be reduced
gy Re.l, i e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.7,72,200 do stand reduced

v Re.1.”

Srijut PURNA CIJIANDRA SARMA: Madam, Deputy Speaker, thisisa
matter on which I feel I should speak a few words. Although I do not support
the cut even by one pie, I endorse certain views expressed by Dr. Emran
Husain Chaudhury only in the sense that he is urging the Government to give
a little more attention for the expansion and development of Sericulture and
Weaving. These are cottage industries which can be developed like small
industries on co-operative basis. In sericulture, Assam is famous all over India
for the quality of the silk and the varieties. We have Endi which is found no
where in India and which is very popular outside Assam, and for that purpose
the only area which is getting mentionable something out of this sericulture 1s
Sualkuchi and Palasbari area. If the Government would make serious efforts to
push and encourage this industry-in other parts of the country, we COUId‘_gCF
more money. Actually in Bombay and other places it is so popular that Endi
1s sold four times higher there than anywhere in Assam.

As regards Mejangkari- which is rather dying out, it is found only in the
North Lakhimpur “area and it has a first class texture. If itis developed and
encouraged by the Government as a cottage indust‘ry by putting some experts in
the localities, that would be a very valuable thing and would fetch us much

money from outside of India.

As regards other silks, we have found the very same thing going on all over
Assam as it was twenty years before. In Maqras and other places there are
silks from 300 to 400 counts aud they are sold in Assam at a much lesser price
than what is produced here locally. I would ask the Qovern_ment to encourage
youngmen on co-operative basis or on small industries bz}sxs to take up this
sericulture and weaving on larger scales so that the benefit which was meant to be
given from the weaving school and sericulture institutes might be‘ utilised by .the
people for their own advantage instead of going for service or asking for service.
The Weaving School was originally meant to introduce better type of weaving
so that the youngmen of this province might be given the impetus to start their
own industry. But what do we find now ? All those who go to the Weaving School
and come away from there after two or three years training, al_l go for service and
never care to introduce this improved method of weaving in the country by
starting their own business. We ask_ the Government _to encourage those young
people to start their own industry 1r}stead of hankerl_ng after Goverx_zmcnt service
and we urge the Government to give more attention to thcse_ industries. Al
would not certainly support Dr. Husain in cutting even a single pie out of this

small budget.

Srijut HEM CHANDRA HAZARIKA :  3fadtm  Sedtyrw wczivm, 53
S|RiacBa M9 T FAlT AlleS F BT FA FACET 2R FlACR) |

—



1951.] DEMANDS FOR GRANTS 405

o 3ot AlE, AEiERE 92199 Fied Gotes A7) {lS T3 g43 FN A
aiferace @i flgs Tl <laed faody ao o2l Fa o 2 | «fs
wifi @R @ 43 [aEF fa 4 @ z9ea qfaee 1 92 [Elw fima e
Az B Vgfs @ @2 fm ss 4paa F@ = gify @43 FtAlT 1
ZizlFld @E 2w 13 9AFN ¥y Atz ARE &redl  EEE
A7 Wfeme Ate T Wz lwe aaw AW e Aam ¥R pRE
a1 @B FfcEa Avle % 350 Ficdts AR @ av39T A5 TS toatm w43
A1 fFe 9 rra AtalE orda o e B3lE caieAtal e AV AT
T 2fo® &9 4t W21 el (FOACT (A s FET AT ©fF Fraed A= ol
i o531 w1X Uity ©fs cordeT =iEa v 9itg 9 fia feEas SiEcd sawnd Wwde
3T b AgH wm Biow | GtAtg oS 7 3o FieAla cIale =@ Elw IoliE B9
FitAts  CoAT 2 @INMF AR (IEEIA w9EE A< AT A i AwE
FTaTY AT T ol I | Gt oEa To 2B 25 B2 @2eate A gl
fiq #lifaca Gt orde Fitdtag Zeiwis gras AfFaed <6 iz |

(51 TeAae demonstrator 7FAT {0 (a1 @F) TS 7T (LT Folw
@=7S | Demonstrator 7F33 737z T (208 1206 3%, 73 IAAH1 TS 9F79
73 (AaifETEl @ (ordTS CFCE @4 [ @I demonstrator frm za1 & FITH
GqeET OF fHlEa 28 [6aT7 FiACd AT 0 AT GIFFTF GAICA 1] 1R AXAS
demonstrator fFfEaleE cadics | 32 farg @41 @ =7 F23igcs F961ET 9612
'%ETCEI | @ TREAcs {94 bifFeT demonstrator TYME @9 wSias frd
205 |

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY : 3% =7 450w, codaics 4l
Ficaa oiF attsl, F ¢z6i A, sifors ograles 43w @b @fses @ |

Srijut HEM CHANDRA HAZARIKA: 31 @fo 29 4lta | 1@ (3ltaes
a47F =zt demonstrator A5 T[S 5aTid  ORLZA AT 1 (19 AfcweE
Sal% Gl Teq ANAYACe Fzg@aE Fiacd 9w 4TS Flatd demonstrator
53t fits | Demonstrator 3 Sia=sid Ftawd FEE (12 Jemg Fi9ed fon
53%1ta demonstrator facats FfE | FicaR 12 HAFITF WY T @IS @R
fRge Fiacd @ioz Titg 12 @ 42 fiFg Facd 3042 7M1 w91 Tea awsRee
oAty cdfioq (T ZIAT F3ia I9ZIF ACS FA 24 ©fF T TCElS gl | oREE-
5ta frststa a4 oo *As9 e, T 248 @iiata A= <R Teq aFdas &y
coltsaTrn W fom Cafes, 9Tl «3EiA Siavd pawica W 7 dts | s @12 w9
qefa I eI @r 2RI AR S AFATS FATERA (sfEiapta F oo
GIZCH1 TS FITHFAT T T S TqLata gaiv oAl SedalF gfesin iy aiw
g7 9 FfeE |

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: siafi Batayn wacaieal, o2 27es
ﬂ?_tflfa‘l. 9fs Atstetata T(ta paFiad Jalcats 99 =77 e | mi‘c‘ﬁ,l czrz-silk
spinning <9 18 “AB-7@1 FH17 91971 | BIFICI QfST50tT =i b Teoltwa  IpiRtE
2 77 FEAEG M1 7 afy T WF AFT GO THiF Aafl opata Bfe wcd
S 97 TN AR | wiwiT Tee AT AN A @t @tz @ff 360 e

j;ﬁﬁ :.gffff 2774IF T3S 9f7 wice | FES AG-Maz acdtlve sita [efe ae €I
) R



406 DEMANDS FOR GRANTS [19711 MAR.

TR, AR EieNey 2 AR gmia it @, watzihiE e iEew @t
Tleq1a12 Wfq Aol Gt ©64 Fwl FHHa 21 7hI e[ 4347 77 92 I539 AlATT HTS
32 9§ 377 F7 GElEA TR0 | wfE AR0s 95 9512 (Tt bawiaa it fastlR
A1 T4 FAIS =l Az | fezg q43 @ (@477 wstas w1 Trediaz  stfzm
F1ACS 37 CoA T BiEa o qiZ | I8 Aty FE 9t sawica s w9
Sledtale @2 <I9S cdiive eita wifiF A28 F39—alS (Scded I8 qBI 25a7
SlASAT 29 Atg | ©IF 39 9Fa 7t SteqialF A2 FA1 923 Sl A7 STl
TGS Slaws [af4 43ie 7217 a1 z7 9l 75T Tl [{I9as 9 atg wrEeE
Bwsifar frm 29 1 faStacs afa, 3oh, <16 wtin coltzlm =cst wicst 3w e 2ate <69
cAtRtT faT 255 F=1 27 (S0® ©fF A3ls TaAtF AUT2F wiF 9B TAtTEwa A gl
27 | - Mg W79 (It Fical 23T ©63 76 cAial AT Atf# Sita a6 arsi2 Bfam

") fR=iE= A9 ©57 o5 9 9T Fais Az oET FET A0 AT ©ea FHm «fy
Folt 7T @F1 37 teq cdfs | T2 wi*h FCA 5AFICT (T FATBICA T 7

The Hon’ble Srijut BISENURAM MEDHI: The Deputy Minister will
rcPIY.

Srijut MAHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY (Deputy Minister):

Deputy Speaker, Madam, I am thankful to the hon. Members who  have
in the course of the discussion of this Cut Motion given suggestions for the deve-
lopment of sericulture and weaving industry of Assam, It' is necdless to say
that Assam has ber reputation in producing silk, more particularly, Endi and
Muga and for the development of these two industries Government have been.
doing their utmost. Mr. Sarma who is sitting by my side has said that the
demonstrators who receive instruction in the weaving and in sericulture come
for service instead of going to independent profession. It is for the popular
leaders to create a feeling in the country so tha}t yourgmen in th-e country,
instead of hankering after Government jobs start business. B.y importing instruction
in sericulture and weaving we do not mean that the trainees shou}d come for
Government service. Whereas we desire that they should earn their livelihood

arti independent business. .
by Sé':;' J?g]’[—ligariﬁa has deplored about the stoppage of North Lakhimpur Farm.
- aken up from the development grant of the

s proposed to be t
dihatarm (Wes, prob to the stoppage of the development grant that

Government of India. Owing : pPagt . e
could not be taken up. As soon as the situation improves and we are in a position

financially to take up th= scheme, we shall see that the North Lakhimpur Farm

i rted. ; ¢
23 StaI cannot admit the allegations made by Dr., Emran Hus_am Chaudhury
regarding the negligence on the part of the Government for the improvement of

these Industries.
pr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHUR_Y: I did not make any allegation,
1 only said that more attention should be paid.

at MAHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY (Deputy Minister):
I cannot hold that Government 1s not giving due attention fof the develop--

nt of these industries. Governmentis doing their utmost. It is for people to
s hat this industry thrives. Diseased free seeds have been supplied and
el ¢ for proper instruction has been made to impart instruction to those
arrangemen ?rP thFiJs profession ; and to the credit of the Government I may
who n::omti1 mrgduction has been increasing yearly. In 1948 the production of
;’;}g :3,3:;; 260%90 lbs. In 1949 it has come to 5 lacks 10 thousand lbs. Mulberry-
= ) X

Srij
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silk production in 1948 was 1,50,000 Ibs. In 1949 it has comeup to 2,00,000
Ibs. I must say that the production of Muga has remained stationary ; both in
1948 and 1949 it is 2,00,000 Ibs. From these figuresit cannot be said that
the Sericulture Industry is not receiving due attention. It isreceiving gradua.d
encouragement from the people as well. As Mr, Sarma has suggested that this
industry should be so organised so that it can fetch some money to the coffers
of the poor peasants who rear them. I fully agree with him that Govqrnx_'ncnt
have been, through their marketing organisations, trying to this end. .The industry
is not confined to a particular locality. It is gradually spreading over the
whole State. I do not agree with Mr. Sarma when he says that Endi mdus_try‘
is confined to Palaspari and Sualkuchi alone. The industry has been sprcadlqg
over the whole of Assam Valley Districts and we are trying to develop them n
the Hills also. Therefore, Madam, I do not think that Dr. Emran Husain
Chaudhury has any basis for this Motion. Therefore, I would request him to
withdraw it. . 4

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: The question of the pay of the
demonstrators please ? b

Srijut MAHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY (Deputy Minister):
It is Rs. 65.

The Deputy SPEAKER: Will the hon. Member please withdraw his
Motion ? !

Dr. F:MRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: What else can I do, Madam,
except asking the leave of the House to withdraw the Motion. .

The Deputy SPEAKER: Has the hon. Member the leave of the House:
to withdraw his Motion. (Vuices—yes, yes.) 4 :

The Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.
The Deputy SPEAKER: I put the main Motion :

The question is that a sum not excecd-ing Rs.7,72,200 be granted to defray
the charges which will come in course of payment during the year ending on
the 31_st March 1952 for the administration of the head —¢ ‘43—Industries and
Supplies—I1.— Sericulture and Weaving’’. : AT

The Motion was adopted.
Grant No. 22-A,

(43.—Industries and Supplies—IT.—Cottage Industrics.)

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI :
of His Excellency the Governor of A

exceeding Rs. 2,59,000 be grant
of payment during the year end

On the recommendation
ssam, I beg, Madam, to move that a sum not
ed to dc}fray the charges which will come in course:

ing on the 31st March, 1 ini ion!
SR hCad"""“43-'—Industries g 1, 1952 for the administration

- i and Supplies—II.—Cottage Industries”.
The Cut Motion will be replied t(I)) ]?Jy the Deputy ﬁ?ﬂi;e;{sums
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER : The Motion moved is that a sum not exceeding
Rs. 2,59,000 be granted to defray the charges which will come in course of
payment during the year ending on the 31st March, 1952 for the administration
of the head—¢“43.—Industries and Supplies—IT.—Cottage Industries”.

There is one Cut Motion standing in the name of the hon. Dr. Emran
Husa’n Chaudhury. ;

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: What is the time allotted to me ?

ITl:le DEPUTY SPEAKER: 5 minutes for discussion and 5 minutes for
reply.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: Madam, Deputy Speaker, I beg
to move that the total provision of Rs. 2,59,000 under Grant No. 22-A, major
head—43.—Industries and Supplies—II.—Cottage Industries at page 238 of
the Budget be reduced by Re.1,i. e, the amount of the whole grant of
Rs. 2,59,000 do stand reduced by Re. 1.

My object of moving this Motion is to raise a general discussion about the
administration of the Department and marketing of Cottage Industrial products.

Madam, on account of the very little time given to me and for the reply,
the best thing that we could do is to come to a compromise which is to accept
my Cut Motion. The Deputy Minister need not bother to find facts to rebute
my arguments.

Madam, Assam products, as a matter of fact, are known throughout the
country. We do not know if there is any expert marketing officers of our State
in the West—by West, I mean, Bombay, Central Provinces, etc. I do not know
the gentleman who has been appointed to arrange the marketing of Assam
products there. QOur Hills geople produce different types of cloths, especially,
the Nagas, Lushais, Khasis and so do the indigenous people of Assam. But since
nothing has been reported about the marketing of these products, I have thought
it proper to bring in this Cut Motion for the quick acceptance of the Govern=-
ment,

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : The Motion moved is that the total provision
of Rs. 2,59,000 under Grant No. 22-A, major head—43.—Industries and Supplies
—Il.—Cottage Industries at page 238 of the Budget be reduced by Re.l, i, ¢.,
the amount of the whole grant of Rs. 2,59,000 do stand reduced by Re. 1.

As no hon. Member is taking part in the discussion, I will call the
hon. Deputy Minister to reply.

Srijut MAHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY (Deputy Minister) : The
Cottage Industries Department is not mainly concerned with the marketing of
Cottage Industries products. The two Emporia at Gauhati and Karimganj and
their seven branches at Sibsagar, Nowgong, Roha, Charaibahi, Morigaon,
Nalbari and Silchar which are under the Rural Development Department are
catering for marketing of Cottage Industries products. T !

The Assam Co-operative Cottage Industries Association Limited, $Iu_llong
serves as a Central Cottage Industriecs Museum of the State. The Association is
also in contact with the Cottage Industries Board organised by the Government of
India for marketing of Cottage Industries products. Attention has also been
given by the said Association to export Cottage Industrlf:'s products of varied
representative character by participating 1n All-India Exhibitions and Interna-

ional Trade Fair. : : :
tion Onrthc other hand, contact has been made with the Artisans to organise the

tries for production of articles acqording to demand, quality and price.
Xﬁi‘ﬁf ;:qa.l(s)o geing taken by the Marketing section of the Rural Development
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Department to organise Cottage Industries on marketing lines in the Panchayat
areas and in Rural areas on Co-operative lines. The Marketing S.r:ctmn deals in
all existing Cottage Industries products, - mainly Hill products, ivory products,
bell-metal - articles, cane and Bamboo articles, etc., although the.handloom
textiles from the main Cottage Industries of the State. It is th_c aim .of the
Department to revive and popularise Cottage Industries with a view to 1ncrease
the par capita income of the population.

I think, this information will go to show how the Department is functioning
and I think, when Dr. Chaudhury is given to know the working of th_e
Department in the lines I have already stated, he will be pleased to withdraw his
Cut Motion.

Dr. EMRAM HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: Yes, Madam, I am quite
pleased to withdraw my Motion with the leave of the House. :

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Has the hon. Member leave of the House to
withdraw the Motion ?
(The Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn).

GRANT No.22-B
(43—Industries and Supplies—III.—Fisheries)

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: On the recommendation of
His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Madam, to move that a sum not
exceeding Rs.81,700 be granted to defray the charges which will come in course
of payment during the year ending on the 31st March, 1952 for the administration
of the head“43.—Industries and S upplies—11I.—Fisheries”.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The motion moved is that a sum not exceeding
Rs.84,700 be granted to defray the charges which will come in course of payment
during the year ending on the 31st March, 1952 for the administration of the
head*‘43.—Industries and Supplies—I11I.—Fisheries”.

There are two Cut Motions standing in the name of Dr. Emran Husain
Chaudhury and Maulavi Md. Nazmal Haque. We take up Cut Motion No.2
standing in the name of hon. Md. Nazmal Haque. Hon. Dr. Chaudhury can
take part in this Motion.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: My Motion is general enough.

Maulavi MD. NAZMAL HAQUE: Madam, Deputy Speaker, I beg to.
move that the total provision of Rs.84,700 under Grant No.22-B, major head
43.—Industries and Supplies—I1I,—Fisheries, at page 247 of the Budget, be

reduced by Re.l, ie., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.84,700 do stand
reduced by Re.l. 3

Madam, the object of my moving this Cut Motion is to raise a discussion on
the subject and to give an opportunity to the Government to enlighten the hon.
Members of this House and also the public what Government have done as to
the improvement of this mportant subject of fishery. It is well known to the
hon. Members that fish is an important food for the people of our country. Fish
is going to be scarce day by day ; even the capital of the State is to depend
upon import of fish from Pakistan, The existing fishery Mahals are giving less
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production.” Our Government has not taken such measures as to increase the
production and to bring to the notice of the public the importance of this industry
and the benefit therefrom. It requires much propaganda and demonstration by
which the public should be made known that this industry is an important indus-
try for the people of the country. There are many tanks in every subdivision of
the State. - The Municipalities and the Town Committees concerned should be
instructed to rear fish and thercby to increase there the revenue as well as fish
production of the State. We connot feel that our Fishery Department has done
anything towards its production. I hope the Government will enlighten us
as to what our Fishery Department has done towards the improvement of this
important industry.

With th-se few word:, Madam, I commend my motion to the acceptance of
this House.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : The motion moved is that the total provision of
Rs.84,700 under Grant No.22-B,—major head 43. —Industries and Supplies—
III.— Fisheries, at page 247 of the Budget, be reduced by Re.1, i.,, the amount
of the whole grant of Rs.84,700 do stand reduced by Re.1.

Any hon. Member wants to speak ?

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY.—Madam, I am in full agreement
with what has been said by my Friend Maulvi Nazmal Haque—specially with
his statement that the Government should let the House know what steps they have
taken for the improvement of this important industry. Pisciculture requires more
attention than what is being paid by Government here. Recently they have
brought up’a piece of important legislation, viz., almost total stoppage of slaughter
of cattle. That will at once raise the prices of articles like vegetables fish, etc,
the moment the Bill is passed into an Act. We people in Assam cannot do with-
out fish. We want that enough fish should be made available to us. If we
cannot produce enough fish in Assam, it would have to be imported from neigh-
bouring countries. The Fishery Mahals are given to highest bidders, but not even
10 %, of what is obtained from lease holders is spent on Pisciculture.
Recently some people have been appointed as Inspectors in the
Department who are charged with the important work of improving the breeding
and rearing connected with Pisciculture. Besides what has been stated at page 17
of the Budget Speech of the Hon’ble Finance Minister, ziz: Two fisheries
schemes—one financed from  loan and one from revenue—are
in progress. Satisfactory progress has bcen made in collecting [ries and
distributing them. We do not see what progress actually has been made in the
matter. For the last two days I have been fruitlessly trying to contact the Hon’ble
Supply Minister in order to go through the report which he has in his possession
in this connection, but unfortunately I have not yet been able to contact him
and to go through it. -

Madam, very recently a debate took place on the floor of the West Bengal
Assembly, arising out of a cut motion brought up by a counterpart of mine in
the West Bengal Assembly. Bengalees like Assamese like fish very much. They
are very good fish eaters. West Bengal had to depend on East Bengal for fish
because West Bengal is not self-sufficient in the matter of fish. In the course of
the discussion Mr. Naskar as also the Chief Minister Dr. B. C. Roy
who also took part in the debate said that some people have been sent abroad to
have expert knowledge in Pisciculture . I think, in view of the fact that 99- 99,
of the people of Assam take fish and since ou account of the acute shortage of
food stuff and also of fish the prices of different articles have gone up very high
recently, I think that it is very advisable to send some people abroad—to
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countries like Denmark—from this State to acquire expert knowiedgeiin _thls
matter so that they could on return develop Pisciculture in Assam.ﬁ.‘:‘ljitﬁlnk,
‘Madam, we have spenta Ilot on the imported fish from foreign lands.  Ifthat
money had remained in Assam ' we could have devoted more money, more éngrgy
towards the development of this industry and could have increased" the ‘produc-
tion of ‘this important item of food in this State. I am sure thereis hardly-any
Member on the floor of this house who does not take fish. = I-think' ,cVE_fY'hUP
Member present here likes fish, With the exception of one gentlcman‘of Ccourse,
and he is Mr. Kedarmal Brahmin who is not present here to day (woices—there
is another gentlemen Srijut Harinarayan Barua, who does not take fish).
I should advise him to take more fishin order to encourage its cultivation
and development (Laughter). Madam, beyond this I do not propose to go.

Srijut BELIRAM DAS: Madam, the production of fish or the improve-
ment of the fisheries cannot be done all at once. Government of India have
spent a large sum of money on propaganda only cn this matter. ‘The improve-
ment of fishery also requires financial backing. Money is required for reclaim-
ing and digging out tanks for this purpose. The case of West Bengal is quite
different. West Bengal which is near the se€a..........oceeeiiiiciiiaiiciiiiiinn.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: Madam, is West Bengal in
the sea?

Srijut BELIRAM DAS: Madam, I did not say that West Bengal is in the
sea. I say that as West Bengal is adjacent to the sea, Government may be in a
position to catch fish by trawlers and there may be scope for deep-sea fishing. But
here we have only got Khals and Beels. So the same policy cannot be followed in
Assam. During the last earthquake a large number of fisheries have ~been silted
up. [ draw the pointed attention of the Government to utilise the services of -
the fishery officers to improve the fisheries. I am glad to find that Government
have taken steps to improve the condition of the tanksin the State including
Gauhati town. But I draw the pointed attention of the Hon’ble Minister-in-
charge that the work is not going on smoothly. The contractor entrusted with the
job has not done his work as arranged. I request the Government to see that
the contractor finishes the work most speedily and as expeditiously as possible.
Madam, I have nothing more to say, and with these words, I take my seat.

" 'The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: Madam, Deputy Speaker,
I am in sympathy with the object of the mover of this Cut Motion, for the expan-
sion of the Fish Industry in this State, but I feel that the hon. Mover and
some other hon, Members have confused the issue . with regard to the object for
which sanction for this grant is demanded. The Fishery Department which
have been established nearly three years ago is not concerned with the develop-
ment of natural fisheries which are the beels and rivers., It is concerned with
the developmept'work relating to tanks and other possibilities. This department
has been carrying on activities by encouraging private endeavour to rear fish in
tanks, etc., by helping the same with spawns and fingerlings. The hon. Mover of
this motion is perhaps aware that we lack in trained personnel to develop the
Pisciculture in this State, Thisis a subject almost unknown in this State.

. This Government having been conscious of the need for expansion of the
activities for the development of fish culture took a scheme for training of
pe}*sonnel Some years ago. As soon as some of the personnel returned from training,
this Department took up the work of spawn collection in the upper reaches of
the Dikhow river near Nazira and also established a stocking tank in one of the
ditches surrounding the famous tank of Joysagar. With the acquisition of
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‘experience a spawning centre was established there. During the current year,
as soon as more personnel - came back from training two more ‘spawning _ centres
were organised, one at Desang river near Suffry and ‘another at Haria near
about Roha. ‘A stocking tank was also organised at'Roha. It was also proposed
to have more ‘spawning ‘centres -and ‘more ‘'stocking tanks at Gauhati and
Tezpur. Thework has been -recently undertaken. My hon. Friend Srijut
Beliram Das has requested to see that the work undertaken at Gauhati might
be completed before the rains -set in, I will -certainly look -to this.
These development schemes are being operated on a loan scheme from
Government of India butithe present demand for which I have ‘come to the
House for sanction is to bermet from the State funds for the entertainment of
the Staff. The loan scheme is being operated in several areas. The Joysagar
stocking tank is being established as a fish farm,

We have to take much caution in spending money during these years.
-From the ‘Budget 'proposals ‘the House must haveseentthat in 1949-50 t_he
expenditure was Rs.14,827. During the current year -we came forward with
a proposal-to:spend about Rs.81,000 for the entertainment of :staff, but owing
to the non-appointment. of the fishery expert 'the amount spent came to about
Rs.53,200. This year we have come with a proposal to spend Rs.84,700.

I think the hon. Mover has confused the issue with regarding to this grant whl.ch
has no relation to devolopment of natural fisheries. I have every sympathy with
him r egarding development of natural fisheries, but, it is not proposed to take
upi the work immediately. But in the near future when Government will find
that more trained ‘personnel will be available development of these natural
fisheries may be taken into consideration.

With these few words, I request my hon. Friend to withdraw his Motion.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: Two little -points remain
unanswered. ‘Where these people have been trained ?

The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO. KUMAR DAS: In Calcutta and Madras.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: Are Government contemplating
sending any one abroad for higher :training ?

The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO  KUMAR DAS: For inland :fishery I do not
think there is any need to send people for- training abroad. 3

‘Maulavi Md. NAZMUL HAQUE: On hearing the Hon’ble Minister, I
beg leave of the House to withdraw my Motion.
(The Motion was, by the leave of the House, withdrawn).

4 din
The Deputy ‘SPEAKER : e question is that a sum 1ot cxceecung
Rs.84,700 bep gr?nte‘d to dcf!}ay tgj cha?"gcs which will come in course of pa};mfgt
during the year ending on the 31st March, 1952 for the administration "0 i
head “43.—TIndustries and Supplies—I11.—Fisheries’’,
The motion was adopted.
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GRANT No.37.
(85-A.—Capital Outlay on Schemes. of State Trading)

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: On the recommendation: of His
Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Madam, to move that a sum not
exceeding Rs.100 be granted to defray the charges which will come in the course
of payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1952 for the _ad?mlstra-
tion of the head “85-A.—Capital Outlay on Schemes of State Trading™.

The Deputy SPEAKER: WMotion moved is that a sum not exceeding’
Rs.100 be granted to defray the charges which will come in-the course o_f pay-
ment during the year ending on the 31st March 1952'for the' administration of
the head ¢85-A.—-Capital Outlay on Schemes of State Trading”.

There is one Cut Motion standing in the name of Dr. Emran Husain
Chaudury.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY : Madam, Deputy Speaker, I beg
to move that the total provision of Rs.100 under Grant No.37, major
head 85-A.—Capital Outlay on schemes of State Trading, at page 304 of the
Budget, be reduced by Re.l, 4. e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.100 do
stand reduced by Re.l.

Madam, the intention of suggesting this cut of Re.l in the small sum of
Rs.100 is to discuss the failure of the Procurement Department in procuring
paddy and rice. Madam, I think I should finish my speech by taking only
two precious minutes of the House by saying that the Procurement Department,
generally speaking, has failed. This has been admitted by Governmeat also.
Many hon. Members have already spoken on this subject. Government have
declared our State as a deficit one. Hence I think the Procurement
Department has failed. If the State is deficit and there is no paddy or
rice to be procured where is the necessity of the Procurement Department ? 1
simply want to draw Government attention to this fact.

The Deputy SPEAKER: Motion moved is that the total provision of
Rs.100 under Grant No.37, major head 85-A.—Capital Outlay on Schemes of
State Trading, at page 304 of the Budget, be reduced by Re.l. 7. ¢., the
amount of the whole grant of Rs.100 do stand reduced by Re.l, 3 i

Maulavi Md. MAKSED ALI: Madam, I stand to su i
moved by my hon. Friend Dr. Emran Hus‘.;in Chaudhurygpml.\t'latcil:mm%?oi::
known to all that there has been scarcity of food throughout the coun‘try’. The
other day we heard the Supply Minister saying that the procurement drive has
practlc_al!y faxlf:d.. Before coming to Shillong I have seen that in some
places in my district, such as Lakshiganj Bazar, Bilashipara, Gauri and Dhubri
rice  was being sold ,at 1 scer to 1 seer 4 chhataks a rupce:
This shows that there isshortage offood in the country. So I urge Govern-
ment to stop this procurement drive at once and also urge Government to start
some Cheap Grains Shops.even in  the most remote villages. With these few

words, Madam, I take my seat lendi : ;
Frien c’l Dt B S H G Gl dl}lllgryl?y support to the Cut Motion of my hon.



i3 DEMANDS FOR GRANTS [19TH Mag.

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: Madam Deput g
sorry that the hon. Mover of this Cut Motion while a::lmittpi)ngythsa%eﬁ{scslziml izrg
deficit state ‘has not seen the need of the Procurement Department. He says
that when Assam has become a deficit State there should be no Procurement
Department at all and there should be no procurement..........

. Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: MayI know why the Hon’ble
Mininster is laughing ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: The way in which my Friend
has argued on behalf of his Cut Motion has made me laugh. Madam, in a de-
ficit State the necessity of a Procurement Department is greater. The need
of deficit areas have to be met by us. Food is needed by one and all and therefore
it is the duty of this Government to see to the need of all the people in general.
If we are charged with this responsibility, then we must procure in surplus
areas to distribute food to the needy people in the deficit areas. To discharge
that responsibilty, therefore, Madam, we cannot but keep the Procurement
Department and it must remain.

.My Friend Maulvi Maksed Ali also in support of this Cut Motion wants that
Government should increase the number of the Cheap Grains Shops. To increase
the Cheap Grains Shops there should be procurement and stock. In our scheme
we have contemplaied to start more Cheap Grains Shopsin deficit areas. If
we stop procurement, then I am afraid, I will not be able to meet the wishes
of my hon. Friend Maulvi Maksed Ali to increase the number of Cheap Grains
Shops in our deficit areas.

Madam, I do not like to say anything more, but I would like to request my
Friends to think and consider whether the Procurement Department or procure-
ment drive should be there or not when Assam has become deficit in food ?

‘With these words Madam, I request my Friend to withdraw his Motion.

-;.I'he DEPUTY SPEAKER: What the hon. Member has got to say ?

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: By way of complying to the
request made from the side opposite, I beg leave of the House to withdraw my

Cut Motion, .

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Has the hon.” Member leave of the House to
i iw his Cat Motion ? : .
withdraw his - u & oti (Vaices-—li_;cs, 1 o )
; i by leave of the House, withdrawn,
' %};cpné(;ggyw;}s"EA)l’(ER: I put the- main Motion ;

Thé question is that a sum not exceceding Rs.100. be granted to defray the
charees which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the
3]5-‘; gMarCh, 1952 for the adminlst!‘atlon Of the head “BS-A_-—Capital Olll]ay
on Schemes of State Trading’’.

o i as adopted.
it he Motion o GRANT No.31

(63;_Ext;t'aordinary Charges)

Ll g NATH DAS: On the r dati ;
. sple Srijut RAMNATH ecommendation of His
Exé;gf:éﬂotl}:ebﬂovegnor of Assam, I beg, Madam, to move that a sum not
Saidis Y Rs.26.07.400 be granted to defray the charges which will come in the
ey the year ending  on the 31st March, 1952 for the ad-

ourse of . payment during ; 1
fnirfistrc;tié)n yof the head ¢63.—Extraordinary Charges”.
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER : The Motion moved is that 2 sum not exceeding
Rs.26,07,400 be granted to defray the charges which will come in the course
of payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1952 for the administra-
tion of the head ‘‘63.—Extraordinary Charges’’.

There is one Cut Motion standing in the name of Dr. Emran Husain
Chaudhury.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: Madam, I beg to move that
the total provision of Rs.26,07,400 under Grant No.31, major head 63.—Ex-
traordinary Charges, at page 289 of the Budget, be reduced by Re.l, i.e., the
amount of the whole grant of Rs.26,07,400 do stand reduced by Re.1.

Madam, once more I rise 10 disturb the hon. Members on the side oppo-
site to give mea reply as to what the Trade Adviser has been doing in the
matter of purchases. I need not repeat what I have alreay said and what other
hon. Members also have already said regarding the shortage of cloth. All that
I want is a statement from the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge as to the activities of
our Trade Adviser with regard to purchase of consumer goods.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Motion moved is that the total provision
of Rs.26,07,400 under Grant No.31, major head 63.—Extraordinary Charges, at
page 289 of the Budget, be reduced by Re.l, i.e., the amount of the whole
grant of Rs.26,07,400 do stand reduced by Re.1.

Is there any hon. Member taking part ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: Madam, Deputy Speaker, the
main function of the Trade Adviser is not to purchase things on behalf éf the
Government of Assam. His main function is to arrange transport for various
articles that are to come to meet the requirements of Assam. That is his main
function. In addition to that, if any reference is made by the Assam Government
or by any of the Departments of the Assam Government to the Trade Adviser to
supply any information to them, then he supplies that information, I can say
that what has been entrusted to his charge he has done his best to discharge. It is
known to .the hon. Members of this House the transport bottleneck of thbcse days
and sometimes with his best efforts he may not be able to arrange the
transport that is needed for Assam. These are the main duties Madam
of the Trade Adviser. So I do not think I should make a ,Statemem’:
about articles purchased by him on behalf of Assam. His main function is
to arrange transport and to give information and not to purchase things on behalf
of Assam Government. Therefore, Madam, my hon. Friend, the Mover of th
Motion, is not right in  asking me to give a statement in detail about the thi =
Purc}_lascd. In view of what I have said, Madam, I hope the hon Memb 1n_g]s
see his way to withdraw his Motion. It appears that he is under a redwl
sion about the function of this Trade Adviser, VIORg Ipses;

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: On the s

3 . - L3 - % t t
Hon 'i)llet ll\dmlster dregardmg the function of the Trade Adii::: e;]td
fact that I was under a mistaken idea in thi
withdraw my Motion, bR e

(The Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn,)

given by the
1n view of the
the House to

h ‘ et
télﬁailgsets,l’\flarc- » 1952 for the administration of the head
The Motion was adopted,
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GRANT No.26

(52A.— Other Revenue Expenditure connected with Electricity
Schemes). :

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: On the recommendation of His
Excellency the Governor of Assam, 1 beg, Madam, to move that a sum not excee-
ding Rs.44,900 be granted to defray the charges which will come in the course of
payment during the year ending on the 31st March, 1952 for the administration
of the head ““52-A.—Other Revenue Expenditure connected with Electricity

Schemes”.

. The DEPUTY SPEAKER : The Motion moved is that a sum not exceed-
ing Rs.44,900 be granted to defray the charges which will come in the course of
payment during the year ending on the 31st March, 1952 for the administration
of the head “52-A.—Other Revenue Expenditure connected with Electricity

Schemes™.
There is one Cut Motion standing in the name of Dr. Emran Husain Chou-
dhury. He may move it.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: Madam, I beg to move that the
total proivision of Rs.44,900 under Grant No.26, major head 52-A.—Other
Revenue Expenditure connected with Electricity Schemes, at page 262 of the
Budget, be reduced by Re.1, i.¢, the amount of the whole grant of Rs 44,900 do

stand reduced by Re.1.

My intention is to know from the Hon’ble Minister in charge as to how these
electricity schemes are operating, how they are functioning and how far they have
been successful. In the Shillong town I find that the electric supply often fails
much to the inconvenience of the residents of the town. That is all I have to

urge by way of this Cut Motion.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : The Motion moved is t hat the total provision of
Rs.44,900 under Grant No.26, major head 52-A.—Other Revenue Expenditure
connected with Electricity Schemes, at page 262 of the Budget, be reduced by
Re.1, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.44,900 do stand reduced by

Re.l.

Mualavi Md. MAKSED ALI: Madam, under this Cut Motion I beg to say
that the Dhubri town is going on without electricity, I should say, for several years.
In this connection my hon. Friend Srijut Ajit Narayan Deb of Sidli put questionsin
the last session of the Assembly in order to sece that proper arrangementfor the
Dhubri town power house be made and he also had asked the Government to
settle the electric power house concerned with some other party. But I do not
know whether up to this time Government has made any arrangement to remove
the difficulties of the people of Dhubri town and to make an arrangement for
settling the said power house with some other suitable party. [ shall be glad to

get a reply from the Hon’ble Minister in charge on these points.

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: Madam, this Cut Motion has
been brought under the Development Branch and not under the ordinary
Electricity Branch. The hon. Member who spoke just now in support of the

1d have therefore asked me to inform him about points under

Cut Motion should : o )
the Development side and not under the ordinary Electricity side. Even then,



1951.] DEMANDS FOR GRANTS 417

Madam, since he wants to know from me about the condition of the Shillong
Electricity concern. I would like to give him the information and also to
Maulavi Maksed Ali about the Dhubri concern.

About two years ago the license of the Dhubri Electricity concern had to be
cancelled as the licensee had failed to givé efficient service to the people of this
town. This cancellation order had to be passed by ‘the Government when the
Municipality of Dhubri as well as the public of the town submitted petitions to
the Government to cancel the license. Government had tried long to put some
other suitable party to take charge of this electricity concern by advertisement
but no suitable party could be found. The old company re-organised itself and
applied for the license again. As no other suitable party was forthcoming
Government has no alternative than to grant the license to this re-organised con-
cern which will try to supply electric power to ‘the people of Dhubri town as
soon as possible.

As regards the disturbance in supply of electric power in Shillong I have
to say that after the war the Company could not arrange new engines readily.
Only recently the Shillong Hydro-electric Company could bring two engines.
and as far as I know they have completed the installation of these new engines.
After the fitting of these engines the difficulty experienced by the publir will be
removed. As my Friend has wrongly put the Cut Motion and moved it, I like to
request him to withdraw his Cut Motion.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY : AsT have wrongly put it by
way of satistying the demand of my Friend I beg leave of the house to withdraw
the Cut Motion,

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Has the hon. Member 1 f
withdraw his Cut Motion ? er leave of the House to

(The Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.)

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : I put the question.

The question is that a sum not exceeding Rs.44,900 be granted to defra
the charges which will come in the course of payment during the year endin 01}1’
the 31st March, 1952 for the administration of the Head ¢52-A.—Qther Rgcv .
nue Expenditure connected with Electricity Schemes”’. :

The Motion was adopted.
GRANT No.11
(27.—ADMINISTRATION OF JusTice)

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAH 3 -
His Expc]]ency the Gevernor of Assam, I bcgltiﬁa-dagntgh; (l;ecomhmendatlon of
exceeding Rs:10,72,000 be granted to defray the charg,:es wi ?eht at a sum not
course of payment during the year ending on the 31t M fich will ‘come in
administration of the head ““27.—Administration of J ;Isticce’lECh, 199z, e i

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : i z
Rs.10,72,000 be granted to defray tli\flotmn ol
ment during the year ending on the

31st
the head ““27.—Administration of J st March, 1952,

ustice’,

. There are two Cut Moti v L
R A otions. The first stands in the name of Dr. Emran
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_The Hot.l’blf! Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : It will be better if the other
Motion standing in the name of hon. Maulavi Md. Nazmal Haque is moved.
It raises a general discussion.

- Maulavi Md. NAZMAL HAQUE : I beg, Madam, to move that the total
provisipn of Rs.10,72,000 under Grant No.11, gmajor head 27.—Administration
of Justice, at page 84 of the’Budget, be reduced by Re,1, i.e., the amount of the
whole grant of Rs.10,72,000 do stand reduced by Re. 1.

[}

; Madam, by moving th_is Cut Motion I want to show how justice is being
denied to our people._ Justice delay is justice denying and justice denying has
been the state of affairs in the administration of justice in our State. In the
present set up of things due to increase of work most of the time of the head of the
administration, particularly of the districts and subdivisional heads, is being taken
for miscellaneous and executive works. Justice seekers have been undergoing much
troubles and difficulties by way of pecuniary loss and loss of time in attending to
their day to day works. It is, therefore, urged that both for the good of the
people and for the better management of executive work, the Executive should be
separated from the Judiciary. On this subject also my Friend Dr. Emran Husain
Chaudhury has got his Cut Motion. Madam, in the present financial crisis it is
not possible, T know, to adopt the scheme of absolute separation of the Executive
from the Judiciary, but the Government can at least exempt the heads of the
administration, I mean the District and Subdivisional Executives from the case

works. Ifitis done, the District and Subdivisional Executives will get much time
for the Executive and miscellaneous works. With these words, I commend, my
Motion to the acceptance of the House.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Motion moved is that the total provision of

Rs.10,72,000 under Grant No.11, major head 27.—-.Administration of Justice, at

age 84 of the Budget, be reduced by Re.l, i.c., the amount of the whole grant
of Rs.10,72,000 do stand reduced by Re.l.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY : Madam, my Cut Motion comes
under the general discussion which has been raised by my hon. Friend Maulavi
Md. Nazmal Haque. I want to discuss Governments’ failure to separate the
Judiciary from the Executive. We know how because of the continuation of this
the Judges are absolutely subordinate to the Executive, Madam, the separation
of the Judiciary from the Executive has been an age long question. On this the
Members of the Treasury Benches have expressed their minds times without num-
ber before they acheived Swaraj. They have always been talking of the separa-
tion of the Judiciary from the Executive but nothing has been done so far. Justice
Clifford Agarwala, Ex-Chief Justice of Patna High Court in the course of a judg-
ment of his had occasion to refer to the interference of the judiciary by the
executive. He remarked in the course of the judgment that Congress had
pledged itself to secure the independence of the judiciary. Pandit Nehru had
himself spoken many times on this. Yet on the_ assumption of power adequate
thought was not given to this. ~ From all this he inferred “‘Power Corrupts.”” In

" connection with the Zemindari Act or some similar piece of legislation our
Prime Minister went to the length of saying that if Judges give verdict against the
spirit of the Act, he would be forced to appoint Judges of his own choice. That
led Justice Das to resign his post and form Civil Liberties Union.

1, fhereforC, .appeal to the Govern_ment to see to this important need of
separating the Judiciary from the Executive as soon as possible. With these few
words, I support the Motion for the acceptance of the House,
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Mr. J.S. HARDMAN : Deputy Speaker, Madam, I propose with the per-
mission of the House to refer to a topic which T raised somewhat earlier in
the day. I was speaking earlier on delays in the Subordinate Courts but these
are not sole offenders, and we find that the Senior Courts are similarly involved,
In many cases there is a very prolonged period hetween the commission of an
offence and the trial of the accused in the Sessions Court. We would ask Govern-
ment to examine whether the strength of these Courts is adequate in the preva-
lent state of crime in the State. We have had some experience of the misfor-
tunes that follow serious delays in the trial of important cases. There are often
delays in the commission of cases to the Court of Sessions and if these are followed
by further delays there is every reason to believe that justice which is required
to be done will not be achieved. In many cases, witnesses are being required to
testify to facts which relate to events of a year previous and cannot really he
expected to promote the ends of justice. This gives an opportunity, too frequent-
ly exploited, for the more capable and successful type of lawyer to convince a
Court that there is no evidence to justify a conviction. We feel certain that the
punishment of crime on which the effectiveness of the Police so largely depends
will be greatly enhanced if there are more speedy and more expeditious trials for
serious offences.

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : Madam, Deputy Speaker,
I have failed to understand how the hon. Mover Mr. Nazmal Haque can say that
there has been any denial of justice.

The denial of justice is one thing and the delay in disposal of cases is quite
another thing. Regarding the delay in disposal it has already been fully discussed
and sufficient reply has been given in reply to the Cut Motion discussed in
connection with the general administration.

Now, regarding the point raised by Mr. Hardman we have already given
two Additional Judges in the two Divisions. In the Upper Assam Division we
have given one Additional Judge and in the Lower Assam Division we have
given another Additional Judge. We have also increased the number of Subordi-
nate Judges with Assistant Sessions Judge’s power.

Anyhow, I shall see after taking the figures from Judges if there is any justi-
fication of increasing the cadre of the Superior Judges. I am glad that the very
important question of the separation of Judiciary from Executive has been raised
by both the hon. Members, Mr. Nazmal Haque and Dr. Emran Husain Chau-
dhury. This is a very important subject, which requires very careful considera-
tion. There is time, circumstances and many other factors including financial
implications which we have to take into serious consideration before we take a
decision in such an important matter of far-reaching changes.

This question has been engaging the serious attention of the Government and
certainly there has not been any failure of the Government in this. On
the other hand, we have been giving best consideration to this matter
and T am glad to point out to the hon. Members of this House that we have
recently decided to have a separate Judicial Cadre for the superior posts.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY : . To be appointed by whom ?

The I-llonSble S;‘ijfflt R}JPIZIIA'I"_H'TBRAHMA :“'That is a different matter
We have also recently formulated certain rules which are going to be finalised i A
consultation with the High Court. going to be finalised in
In regard to the Subordinate Judicial Cadre, we propose to take up this
jater after gaining the experience from the separate Judicial Cadre of the

1 J 7 - 0 . .
_ superior posts. We have taken all possible steps to separate the Judiciary from

the Executive,
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As regards delay in the disposal of the cases, it has already been pointed out
by our Hon’ble Chief Minister that it may either be due to the fact that the
works of the Magistrates are not fully realised or due to the fact that there has
not been proper supervision and inspection by responsible officers. We have
been at the same time issuing strict instructions to the Deputy Magistrates to see
that the disposal is speeded up. Recently, we have decided to have an increase
in the Assam Civil Service Cadre, Class I, and we hope that with this increased
Cadre the position will be improved.

With these few words, I would request my hon. Friend to withdraw' his
Motion.

Maulavi MD. NAZMAL, HA
assurance given by the Hon
withdraw my Motion.

(The Motion was, by the leave of the House, withdrawn.)

QUE: Madam, Deputy Speaker. On the
’ble Minister in charge, I beg leave of the House to

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Now, I put the question.

The question is that a sum not exceeding Rs.10,72,000 be granted to defray
the charges which will come in course of payment during the year ending on the

31st March, 1952, for the administration of the head-“27-Administration of
Justice®.

T he Motion was adopted.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : We have finished with the Demands for Grants
of to-day’s list. We continued our discussion about foodstuff and textile.

Resumption of debates on the Motion regarding scarcity of texiile and
foodstuff of the State.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY : Mr. Sarwan wants to speak
on it,

E KUMAR J. SARWAN:  Madam, Deputy Speaker, I have
noth?gr.rflf:cllj?;) say Eut there is great need for lmp;‘essing on this subject.
I wantgto add a few words more. We have heard many things from both sides,
both from Government side and Members of the Opposition. I speak on it as it
is a matter of vital importance.

knows that the people are hard hit. -The cultivators are
f diMassf] Jrsxgiyg?f({iizulty to part with their _hard laboured cultivated paddy
r;f %gthc yhave earned. The Government is imposing the fixed price of Rs. 7
£ E 10 3;; maund of paddy at which price they find difficult to part with. The
e f h%ustard 0il, Atta and other necessaries of life are not reduced but are
prlllc.;e 3 t very high prices. It would have been reasonable that as the price of
= cigg and rfzc are fixed to be sold atlow prices, the prices of other food
pamrzoacllitics should have been fixed to be sold at reduced prices. In these
:.?)normal days of food scarcity, the importance of Grow-More-Food Campaign is
being simply talked of from the pl_atforms, but actually no practical work is
being done to increase the production of food. I request the Hon’ble Revenue
Minister to find his way to see that not an inch of land that can grow food
remain uncultivated, so that in the coming years we may have more cultivation
of paddy, and thereby the cultivator’s needs will be fulfilled. I fully endorse
what has been said by Dr. Emran Husain Chaudhury, :

With these few words I take my seat,
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The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: Madam, Deputy Speaker, before
the Motion about the critical food situation moved by my Friend hon. Dr. Emran
Husain Chaudhury on the 17th last, there had been series of discussion about
the subject. It started with the amendment moved by the same hon. Member
to the thanks-giving resolution moved by my Friend, Srijut Purna Chandra Sarm‘a.
In reply to the points raised by hon. Dr. Emran Husain~ Chaudhury in support of
his amendment Motion, the Hon’ble Leader of the House detailed at length the
food position of the State. This statement of the Hon’ble Leader of the: House
was followed by the Budget speech made by the Hon’ble Finance Minister and his
replies given to the points raised to his speech regarding the food situation of the
State. Tt is therefore clear, Madam, that the Hovse had already become familiar
to the food situarion of the State and through which we are passing before the
motion moved by my Friend, Dr. Emran Husain Chaudhury. So I did not
think it worthwhile to give any preliminary reply immediately after the Motion was
moved. I agree, Sir, that as food touches all intimately, it to-day provokes the
greatest amount of controversy. But the problem, however, has to be viewed free
from prejudice and with a ciear understanding of the present real position. The
food situation is grave in the whole of India and it is so in Assam as Assam being a
deficit State. The situation is due to the fact that with the increase of popu-
lation our production has not kept pace with it, resulting in less availability of rice
and the natural calamities have also added to this shortage.

In 1941 our population was 74,06,537 ; but with the normal increase of
indigenous population, migration-of East Bengal Muslims since 1941 and the in-
flux. of Hindu refugees since partition, our population has come to more than a
crore. According to the Agricultural Statistics the total Production of rice in
1949-50 is 17,29,500 tons as against 13,05,660 tons in 1942-43, but our production
according to the final forecast of 1950-51 has come to 12,393,100 tons thus regis-
tering a fall to the extent of 4,36,400 tons, i.c., 25 per cent. as compared to the
production of the previous year, 1949-50,

The decrease for year 1950-51 is attributed to natural calamities, lands
lying fallow due to communal disturbances and encroachment on paddy lands by
money crops like jute, etc. Besides, a population of one and half lakh residing
in the Pakistan bordering areas of Assam, who do not grow any food-grains, are
now wholly dependent on this State. Apart from above, the loss of padciy in
granaries (i) by earthquake and floods and (i7) due to communal disturbances
were respectively 4,852 tons and 14,226 tons totalling 19,078 tons.

So it is apparent that on the one side population has increased but on the
other side we have got less production. With a view to ease the food situation of
the State, we have strongly took up with India to revise their view that A n o
was surplus State and therefore is not in a position to export any quantit E’s%m
and paddy. India has therefore absolved this State from any CXYO‘}t ntity of rice
Further being pressed by this Government, the Government of IrF:d' %‘C’mmltment.
24,000 tons of wheat to this State at monthly rate of 2,000 ton;aangvslsllohtcd
ted all the available surplus of the States of Manipur and Tripiita. o allot

The prices of essential require men i i .

Comparedpto the controlled pgces of iii Oir}gcpalzie&;lging?; VR -Consld el s
vernment of India to agree to our proposal to raise the pricea%lf wed én ovetil o;
to which they have also agreed and accordingly the increased ot
given effect to from the Ist of this month to remain in f masee
But BRI chioinad 55 Tadias orce upto 30th of April.

be reintroduced from the st of May 1;11&&;516 P et g I

10,000 maunds of rice out of the ¢
4,000 maunds from Manipur are in fh; o

: process of transport to Assam. The Go-
vernment of India also approved of two barter deals to E;)rocure SOS:OOO maunds of
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rice in exchange of 25,000 tons of Assam coal. These two deals are also in the
process of execution. But as this State Government had been constantly urging
on the Government of India to make available much larger quantities of rice the
Government of India have allotted 5,000 tons of rice from the imported grains for
the month of March which is now under process of transport to Assam. It is ex-
pected that similar allotments would also be available for subsequent months.

Just a few days back the Government of India have intimated this State
Government that a considerable quantity of rice and wheat out of ready stock in
East Pakistan may be available to this State and it is reasonably expected that
Assam would get an additional quantity of at least 20,000 tons. Arrangements
have been made with the Indian Tea Association to give effect to this deal
also. The heaviest Government commitment is in respect of the Tea industry
in the district of Sibsagar and the Dibrugarh Sadar Subdivision which alone
amounts to 6,000 tons per month. This Government had been pressing the
Government of India to take over this commitment and the aforesaid 5,000 tons
rice for March and the prospective allotment of minimum 20,000 tons from East
Pakistan have been made presumably on that-basis. Thus, it will appear that
this Government are not leaving any stone unturned to import into Assam as
much of foodgrains as possible from different sources. Apart from this
serious attempts are being made to increase food - production and Government
procurement in Assam. The Government feel confident thatif all the expecta-
tions are fulfilled; both in respect of imports and local procurement, the food situa-
tion in Assam should be adequately met during-the current year. Just recently the
local procurement has shown an improvement anll we are now procuring at a
monthly rate of nearly 13,000 to 14,000 tons as against our monthly commit-
ment of about 16,000 tons. Itis expected that this rate of increase shall be
maintained till rains set in.

Apart from the industrial and other miscellaneous commitments, this Govern-
ment, in respect of rice supply in the State, are maintaining 237 ration sl}ops in

six statutory rationed areas of Dhubri, Gauhati, Dibrugarh, Tinsukia, Karimganj
and Shillong and monthly issues from these shops are more than 42,000 maunds.
In addition, and consistent with the Government’s_ policy to feed the deficit
pockets not under statutory rationing, 149 chefap grain shops are being run for
urban areas and 328 such shops for rural areas {totalling 487) from which more
than 45,000 mauands of rice per month are being issued.

So, Madam, I have detai}e_d the food position of the State ﬁn_d also_ stated
that along with the increase of internal procurement and the quantity of import
from outside Assam we hope to meet the situation, although with difficulty.

My hon. Friend Dr. Emran Husain Chaudhury in moving his Motion has

raised the following pointsi— ‘

According to him we are simply shouting at the shortage and doing nothing, I
am afraid in making this uncharitable remark he has not given his mind to the
Grow-More-Food Scheme launched by Government and which has been described
at length at page 17 of the Budget Speech made by the Hon’ble Finance
Minister and also settlement of lands made as far as practicable to indigenous
people, the refugees who are agriculturists and restoration of lands made to
those Muslim migrants who have returned back. Also he has not cared to view
with sympathy the scrious attempts made by Government to import foodstuffs
into the State with the help of India.

Then he has, Madam, found f?,ult with the restriction that has been imposed
on the cordoned areas; he suggests increase of cheap grain shops suggests opening
lands to landless people: and to constitute Food Advisory Committees in different
areas. These are the main points raised by him. Now we have to see whether
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to increase the number of cheap grain shops restriction imposed on the cordoned
areas can be withdrawn or not. I submit, Madam, the restriction cannot be
withdrawn. If we withdraw the restriction then there will be no chance of
Government procurement to meet the wishes of the hon. Friend. To start cheap
grain shops along with procurement is our policy and it i
gradually increase the number of such shops depending on the increase in the

stock procured. As our stock will gradually increase I can assare the House that
the number of such shops will be increased too. At present we have, as I have
d as stock permits.

already stated, 487 such shops and this number will be increase

Regarding his suggestion about settlement of land, I must say, Madam, that
lands are being gradually settled with the deserving people, and my hon. Frient
admits that it is being done 1n Titabar alse. So, Madam, the suggestion of his
is a belated one. -

As regards his suggestion to C
would lllge to inform him that this
are 1n existence ......

onstitute food committees in the subdivisions I
has already been done and these committees

I am sorry the Hon’ble Minister
ion of a Central Food Advisory
did some service to the

~ Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY :
misunderstood me. I spoke about the constitut
Council. In the beginning of 1948 such a Council

Province so far as food situation was concerned.

: AS: We have got our Central Food
Advisory Council. It was summoned and they considered and approved our
procurement policy. . Mr. Hardman, who is a member of that Council, will, I
hope support me. So, Madam, my Friend in criticising the Government’s policy
has not been able to give any concrete suggestions fo Improve the food situation,
which has not been adopted by us.

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH D

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Order, order. Is it the sense of the House that

we sit a little longer ?
(Voices: No. No.)

Adjournment
1951The Assembly was then adjourned till 10 A, M. on Tuesday the 20th March,
SHILLONG : R.N. BARUA,
The 2nd Fune, 1951. Secretary, Legislative Assembly, Assam.

A.G.P. (L .A.) No.16/51—120—5<6-1951.



