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Proceedings of the Third Session of the Assam Pegislativg Assembly
assembled under the Sovereign Democratic Republican
Constitution of India

— e e

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 10 A. M. on

Saturday, the 10th March, 1951. .
Present

The Hon’ble Srijut Lakshesvar Borooah, Speaker, in the Chair, the seven
Hon’ble Ministers, the three Deputy Ministers and thirty three Members.

e e s S

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

-

(To which answers were laid on the table)

Landless indigenous families
Srijut BEJOY CHANDRA SAIKIA asked: "

12 (a) Will Government be pleased to state the number of indigenous
families who have no land as per economic basis ?

(6) Will Government be pleased to give a list of persons who possess
lands more than 100 acres excluding Tea Gardens ?

_ (¢) How many of them are indigenous and how many of them are from
outside the State of Assam ?

Srijut HARESWAR DAS (Deputy Minister) replied :

12. (@)—Accurate information is not available as no Census of such families
or persons has been taken. But the sample survey of rural economic conditions
made by the Government Statistical Department estimates the figure of landless
families at 1,86,121.

(b) & (c)—Information is not available as no Census of such families or
persons has been taken.

Maulavi ABDUL I'I.ALIM: F71 T2 BIFIICT AT 3iS Ay el s fF @
S>3y landless families FotM &1 7= @ FTF TN meeE  foew pIFIA
ST qeetaw fFm 27 2 ,

The Hon’ble Srijut MOTI RAM BORA : wimiiaics wa® ot 24 |

Srijui HARESWAR DAS (Deputy Minister) : W Ity :  ofedt® ¥
atest | ; 1ol

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY : 13 3tg (iS5t s7ics” 5t <itilcaa
% landless families =1 T@a7 F71 =¥
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Order, order That’s not the way. You cannot
address the Members.

. Maulavi ABDUL BHALIM: 37 33 5195305 727 3t 18 AFe & ¥
Sb6y3> landless families setan @ 371 (27, B9 =it e fEca AFFtac
TN IcAREiFI =9 ?

Srijut HARESWAR DAS (Deputy Minister) : That will appear from the
Budget speech. We have dereserved many grazing reserves P.G. Rs. and V. G, Rs.
waste lands have been opened, tribal belts and blocks have been created, surplus
tea lands have been requisitioned and allotted to landless people.

*Maulavi MAKABBIR ALY MAZUMDAR: May I know from which area
these figures were taken ?

Srijut HARESWAR DAS (Deputy Minister): These figures were taken
from Darrang and an average of the entire State struck, -

*Maulavi MAKABBIR ALI MAZUMDAR : Was it not possible to give
the figures asked in question (b) ? -

Srijut HARESWAR DAS (Deputy Minister) : The information in (b) is
not available, it will require much time and money-possibly six months time or gz
year-to collect those figures.

Landless Plains Tribal people
Shri DHARANIDHAR BASUMATARI asked : Pl

13. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) The number of landless Plains Tribal people ?

(b) What steps Government propose to take to provide them with suffi-
cient land to develop their economic conditions ?

Srijut HARESWAR DAS (Deputy Minister) replied :

13. (a)—The information is not available as no such register is maintained.
But according to the sample survey undertaken by the Statistical Department of
the Government of Assam, the total number of landless families in Assam includ-
ing the plains tribals is estimated at 1,86,121. ]
(b)—To provide them with land and develop their economic condition,
Government already amended the I,and Revenue Regulation and _added Chapter
X. Pursuant to that amendment tribal belts and blocks covering an area of
49,63,961 bighas have either been formed or are in the process of being formed.
Outside these belts and blocks also the landless tribals are treated on the same
footing as other landless people in the matter of allotment of land.

#Speech not corrected.
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Agricultural Facilities to Plains Tribal People

Shri DHARANIDHAR BASUMATARI asked:

14. (a) Are Government aware that the Plains Tribal People are bona fide
agriculturists ? :
(b) If so, how Government propose to give them all sorts of agnculﬁlral
facilitics for extensive and intensive cultivation to help the Scheme of Grow More
Food Campaign ?

The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS replied:
14, (a)—Yes.

(b)—Help is being given by encouraging them to take up Irrigation PrOE_
jects, Compost making, use of bonemeal and oilcake, double cropping and use Ot
improved sceds on a subsidised basis ; rendering assistance in enforcing plan
protection measures, in adopting improved cultural practices, in obtaining grafts
and plants of fruit plants at reasonable prices to encourage fruit cultivation an
in obtaining training in agriculture in our Schools and Colleges.

Debate on His Excellency’s Address

Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : M. Speaker, Sir the other day I
moved a Motion as follows:—

“ That a respectful address be presented to His Excellency the Governor of
Assam as follows :—

‘Your Excellency,

We the Members of the Assam Legislative Assembly_ assembled in this Scssion
offer our humble thanks to your Excellency for the most illuminating speech which
your Excellency has delivered to this House’.” :

Mr. Speaker, Sir, at the outset I must speak a few words about the troublous
days that we were in during the last year and the works done in the matter of
ameliorating or meeting the situation. Perhapsin the history of last ten years
Assam has faced the greatest catastrophe and apart from food and cloth we ha
the greatest earthquake in the history of Assam and at the same time the influx
of refugees from East Bengal has also created a situation by which we had for some
time really thought that we would be overwhelmed by them and we would not
be able to get rid of the difficulties. As His Excellency has shown throughout his
entire speech the Government have been able to meet the whole situation an
been able to place before us a picture which is not only promising but giving us
hope for future improvement.

As regards the earthquake situation, His Excellency and his Government took
enormous pains to do whatever possible to meet the situation, and we are gla
that they have been very successful in tackling that situation. ~The programme of
work undertaken in that connection during the next year is also giving us hope that
the damages done by the earthquake will be forgotten very soon,
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As regards the rehabilitation of refugees who have come to Assam, the steps
taken by the Government are very satisfactory and perhaps more satisfactory than
anywhere else in India.

Then in regard to the food situation over which practically our Government
could not have much control for various factors and particularly for the transport
difficulties, the steps taken by our Government are very satisfactory, and we must
congratulate them that they have been successfully keeping the whole State
almost in a very peaceful condition and at the same time without letting any man
die of starvation. Sir, in a place like Assam which has a bottle-neck of transport,
the Government could not transport many things although they very much desir-
ed. At the same time they could not have enough cultivation to feed the entire popu-
lation at such a time for the influx of the refugees and for the damages done by the
carthquake and for the communal troubles during the early part of last year. Yet
they have been able to keep the stock of the State without practically going
outside and feed the people in the most difficult times. Therefore we must thank

His Excellency and his Government for their successful management of the food
problem of the State.

Sir, there are many other Plans of future work which have been clearly
mentioned in His Excellency’s speech and we hope and trust that his Covernment

Now, Sir, for al] the steps taken by His Excellency and his Government we
offer our grateful thanks, and we thank His Excellency

Mrs., BONILY KHONGMEN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, His Excellency the
Governor’s speech began with the condolence on the demise of the great -Sardar
of India. He told us how the great Sardar fought for the country and fought
to his last days and how he was doing his best to serve the country and the
people. I think many other speakers will take part in this discussion ; so I will
not take much time of the House. ButI will only mention a few things which
have been referred ¢ in the speech which His Excellency delivered to this
august é—Iousc. Cn the ope hand His Excellency has acquainted us with the
tremendous amount of difficulties that our Government had to face on account
of the calamities that have befallen our State of Assam, such as earthquake,
the ﬂol(])ds and the fooq Situation of the State; and on the other hand His Excel.
lency has given us details of information about the various plans and schemes that
Governmhent have in hang to tackle all the difficulties. I am very glad to
know that our Gevernmep; have tried their best to help all those who are in
_d:s!ErESS and in difficulty, Inspite of all these difficulties Government are not
indifferent to the needs of the people. On page 6 of His Excellency’s speech he
made mention of the attempt of the Government to open Maternity and Qhilq
Welfare Centres. O_ne has already been opened at Nowgong and 1T am hoping
that Governn_lent will be Opéning many more such centres for the henefit of
the women of Assam. We all know that infant mwortality is very great in Assam,
and it is very lmportant that the health of the women be logked after. His
Excellency has also explained at great length about the food situation. We here
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in Assam are under the impression that we are the only people who é';ue lfu?’ext-g:g
for want of food, but from His Excellency’s speech we have noi;:_ PO il
brothers and sisters of ours in other parts of India are also su elrxgg;()u;ll =
same manner that we are suffering here. His Excellency has a_ppeafe 4 dor
us to co-operate with the Government in the matter of saving 100 ; znsam
am glad to inform the hon. Members of the House that we the women of As

: . { ! ! 2
are not Jacking behind in this matter. A Committee of all Assam Wome

Food Council has been formed under the Presidentship of Sreemati jalr.amdss
in order thatwe might be

Doulatram, and we are making plans and schemes 1r ; vdtiti ot

able to help the State, in saving food in the country. His Excellency alsq mention-
ed about the schemes that Government have worked up for the a}dmmlstratn_)n
of the Autonomous Districts. We have already formed these Advisory Councils
in five out of the six Autonomous Districts ; and in these Councils the members ag‘lt;
preparing rules to hold elections in the districts ; and I hope that Government wi

take the suggestions that come from these Councils, so that the formation of the
Provincial District Councils may be started as early as possible for the admini-
stration of the Hills areas.

With these few words, Sir, I beg to resume my seat.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Thereis an amendment standing in the
name of Dr. Emran Husain Chaudhury.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move
that at the end of the Motion moved by Shri Purna Chandra Sarma the following
be added :—

““But this Assembly regrets that in the long gracious speech of His Excelléncy
covering a wide range of subjects and expressing solicitude for the common man
there is hardly any mention of an adequate statement of prevailing economiC
condition of the common man, the scarcity and mounting price of essential
items of foodstuffs and clothing did not find adeqaute place therein. Nor was
there any indication of adoption of effective measures necessary for meeting the
acute food and cloth situation in the State. :

His Excellency’s direct reference to cession of territory in the State to
Bhutan State under the Darjeeling Treaty during the pendency of the resolution
yet to be moved by the Chief Minister to seek the consent of the House to the
proposed cession of the area amounts to pressing the hon. Members for a
spcedy passage of the resolution.

Furthermore in His Excellency’s lengthy address expressing anxiety for
the people of the tribal areas, there was no mention whatsoever of the immediate
representation of the people of North Cachar and Lushai Hills and the
inadequate representation of the other Hill Districts of Part A of the table under
the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution in the State Legislative Assembly.

This Assembly therefore do request His Excellency and through him the
Government of Assam to take immediate steps to provide the citizens of Assam
with sufficient items of foodstuffs and clothing at a reasonable price within the
means of the common man ; and full and immediate representation of the
people in the Hills Areas in our State Legislative Assembly.”’

Sir, the introduction of my long amendment to the Motion of thanks'to
His Excellency’s address to this House has been prompted by three important
factors : —

1. Absence of any mention of adequate statement of prevailing economic
condition of the common man and the mounting price of essential items O
foodstuffs and clothing, together with absence of any effective measures to mect
the acute food and cloth situation in the State y ;s
F 2. The cession of territory in the State to Bhutan State under the Darjeeling

reaty ; ;
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3. The complete absence of any mention whatsoever of the immediate
representation of the people of North Cachar and Lusha_i Hills, and the
representation of the other Hills Districts in the Legislative Assembl

Sir, I thought that after hearing the important speech of the h
of the Motion of thanks, I might not have the necessity of moving my amendment,
but after I have carefully listened to the speech delivered just now by the hon.
Member Shri Purna Chandra Sarma, I think I remain where T was “hefore the
speech was made. I have carefully read the speech of His Excellency covering
as it did a wide range of subjects. He touched whatever was found necessary
and important, but His Excellency began his speech with a review of the world
situation which remains explosive—you do not know when the next war will
break out—and ended with an assessment of Assam’s progress in the different
direction under the present regime. There was a reference in His Excellency’s

& address to the food situation. But there was no adequate statement about the
- present position in the matter of food.,

Food shortage in the country remains very acute with the resylt that the
poorer sections of the community like us have to suffer a lot, not the highly paj
rich officers. That ig one of the reasons which prompted me or rather

inadcquatc
y.
on. Mover

more acute. According to  the statistics of the Government of India, we find th
there has been a terrible

ed by the rationing syst
tion had to spend .some
food stuffs,

(At this stage the Hon’ble Speaker vacated the chair and the hop,
Deputy Speaker Occupied it.)

Madam, a middle class family earning Rs. 100 per mensem had to spend
Rs. 84 per mensem a5 against Rs. 70 per mensem some time earlier. The Price
of rice wentup by 12 per cent., of wheat by 16 percent. and other articleg

such as Jowar, Bejra, ctc., 20 per cent. In the case of spices, it shot up cent per-
cent.

This was the state of g
and last August. By durin
worse. There has

at
rise in the cost of living of the people. People not cover.

€m, constituting 70 per cent. of the country’s total popuy]a-
months ago at least 20 per cent. more on different items of

ffairs during the period between the Korean War
g the last few weeks the position has beg:ome much
> been an acute scarcity of rice in a number of Provinges. We
read in the N€Wspapers about the out-break of food riots., A number of Proyi,.
ces, which used tq Produce rice and which are known to be surplus in the matter
of rice, have been declared by Government as deficit pockets. Food hag had (o
be rushed to these Places to pacify the hungry people and to combat the riots,
This is the state of affairg throughout the country at the present moment, T[p
a number of places iy, Assam rice sells at one and half seer to a rupee. Abgyt
a month back, we used to get one seer per rupee. Atta, Maida, Sugar, and
Sujee, etc., are not available in the market. About sugar, the less said the
better. At some Places it is not at all available. As regards rice and padd

these are controlled commodities and yet they are sold in the open market ot
prices higher than the controlled rates. I do not understand what has happend ¢o
the Government, the €xecutive and the controlling authorities before whoge very
eyes these important commodities essential for human life are selling at such
gh prices.  Madam, THRAE Towonlq o wellfo, quote an important saying
in German :—‘Man ist was er isst’” ‘Man is what be eats’._ Unfortunately, what
we get here is Very much less than what we need. His Exccllency referred
to the reduction by 25 per cent. of cereal ration and he was also pleased to say

..:'h

L=
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that this ‘refiuct.ion has been acceptf‘d. by llze people gﬂth?;;:j E;_rll!?;;?;‘[urgllﬂr‘itsgi
he has said in his address—“Labour in the tea gardens Yb itseney
patriotically on a par with the heavy manpa] \’\’rorkers in the C%l_mtrY h;;c bel_::n
ing a reduction in their weekly wage rations. _ Now, these things t. Surely
imposed upon the people and they have no option ?)ut to remain qu{f s e
the hungry people are not glad to accept this drastic reduction in their a i
meagre meals. Famine conditions are re_ported in the papers. ‘Our Cocll]eﬁcit
known for its surplus in the matter of rice has been converted into af_ 2
country which compelled our Government to import foodgrains from ore}gs
lands, and huge payments have had to be mad.e in dgllars and hard_currerfx.cu:d:
Since 1947, there has been a constant increase in the imported quantity of foo
grains. In 1948, Government spend 129.5 crores of rupees on f-ood lmportss(-}
Next year the figure was about 140 crores. Last year it was raised to 1
crores of rupees. Next year they will have to spend at least 200 crores c_)f rupees
to meet the demand of the hungry masses. But the disgusting thing
in this connection is the utterances and pronouncement of the Government in
season and out of season in the matter of self-sufficiency in food. It appears, the
Government are living in a dream-world of their own creation be dazzled by visions
of self-sufficiency. In the early part of last year our Government reduced imports
of foodgrains severley, towards the middle and third quarter of the vear ralsfed
the figure slightly and ended up with frantic appeals to the world to assist
us in importing large quantities of foodgrains. The hon. Members present
here to day can well imagine the position of the country. if we had not got
the assurance of a gift of two millions tons of food grains' from our generous
and charitable friends in the United States of America. In the beginning of the
year, Government came forward with a pompous statement regarding the self-
sufficiency in cotton and jute to the existing vain and high sounding declaration
of self-sufficiency in the matter of foodgrains, After having read the statement
of His Excellency and after having listened to the speech made by my esteemed
Friend, Srijut Purna Chandra Sarma and also to the speech of the hon.
Mrs. Khongmen, all that I have gathered is that the Government try to lay
the blame of this acute shortage bordering on scarcity of foodstuffs on Nature.
They speak of droughts and floods, hailstorms, pests and tempests, cyclones and
what not? We the students of Indian Economics know that in a cycle of five years
one year is good, one bad and the other two indifferent. But before Swaraj and
during the war days, we used to get more than what we are getting to-day, inspite
of the utterances of our National leaders.

Government explanation is that on account of natural calamities we are left
where we are at present. During the last few days references have been made
to the recent damages caused to the State by the earthquake of August 15th,
1950. An esteemed Friend of mine occupying a very responsible position once
tried to trace the cause of the earthquake damage at Jorhat to the sins of the
citizens of the Subdivision from which I ‘have the honour to hail. Asa Jorhati
sinner I am prepared to accept that statement provided Government also accept
the glaring fact that because of their sins of commission and omission there is
such a thing as the scarcity of foodstuffs and essentia] commodities throughout the
country. If the Government accept that position I have no objection to accept-
ing what my esteemed Friend told me once regarding the cause of the earth-
quake damage in my place. But the pity is that when Gonernment commit
a sin it is the people who have got to suffer, and when the next earthquake
comes— 1t 1s said to be in the offing— the entire State is likely to be
destroyed and no sign of any human life will be left. All that the people are
asking for is a de!:ent standard of living, enough food to eat and enough cloth
to cover their bodies and houses to live in. I think this demand of the people



94 DEBATE ON HIS EXCELLENCY’S ADDRESS [10TH MAR.

is quite reasonable and is quite consistent with the provisions of the Indian
Constitution. In this connection I would do well to invite the attention of the
hon. Membersto Article 47 of the Constitution, which says ““The State shall
regard the raising of the level of nutrition and the standard of living of its people
and the improvement of public health as among its primary duties...”. That is
what the people want, but the Government have been consistently unsuccessful in
meeting these essential requirements of the people. Ido not like to take any
more time of the House by harping on the same thing, 2iz., the food situation
in the country.

I would now like to invite the attention of the hon. Members to the cloth
situation,— just one sentence and nothing more. Very recently a distinguished
Member of the Parliament Dr. Deshmukh brought an Adjournment Motion before
the Parliament to discuss the acute shortage of cloth in the country, but that was
disallowed. Cloth is not available in the State and I think that is cnough

to remind the hon. Members of their duties to meet the needs of the people
in this respect.

The next point of my amendment, Madam, refers to ret.rocession of a
part of Assam to the Bhutan State under the Darjeeling Treaty,_whlch was concly-
ded as early as 1949. It is said that a Treaty has been entered into by the Bhutay
State on the one hand and our State on the other asa result of which a part
of Assam is to be ceded to Bhutan, without, however, consulting !;hc Wishes
of the citizens of this State of ours. His Excellency in course of his gracious
speech said that a new Treaty at Darjeeling had been cconcluded betweer, the
two Governments in 1949, one of the terms of Whlcf_l was the retrocessiop to
Bhutan of 32 sq. miles of territory at present forming part of India in the
State of Assam. He went further and said that the Chief Minister woulq be
bringing forward a legislation in this Housc on the subject so that with (e
consent of this House Parliament could enact a law prOVldln_g_ for the cession
to Bhutan of the area known as ‘Dewan Giri’. Madam, ?12111 to understand
how this dangerous precedent has been created by the Central Govel'nment,
and how after g Treaty has been concluded by the Central Go"'e”}ment, they
should come and ask our State Government, through the Governor, for our ¢y,
sent. Ithink that without the consent of this House the Treaty will not be valid,
and it is because of this that His Excellency has rei."er_red to tl}e legislatior, that
is to be brought forward by the Hon’ble Chief Minister seckll{g the approva]
of this House to that Treaty. I just do not know what m,lgh!: happep if
succeeding  Government wish to cede a portion of A%y Statltzs hler‘rltc)r.y toa
foreign country without the conmsent of the people. The ;5 mir dispyte
“has been before the U.N.O. for the last few years. So, in 4 L lto Prevent
the Union Government from taking such arbitrary and uni ﬁltel;a action jp
future in the matter of cession of territory of any State "Ft OK Caring fop
the wishes of the people I have brought up this amendment for the acceptance
of the House,

Madam, 1 think Goyernment would do well to hold a pﬁeblsmfe 10t only
in D_cwan Gil‘i, Whlch area is to be CCdCd, but throughout t:t W}OIE State
in order to ascertain the minds of our people whether they Watnh O give up .this
piece of territory to Bhutan or not. Hon. Members present lere ought "tg pe
very careful in giving their consent to this highly controversia Tfleasure.

The next point in my amendment, Madam, refers to the complete absence of
representatives of some Hill Districts and partial representation of a few otherg
in this Legislative Assembly. Madam, may I refer to Part A of the table i
the Sixth Schedule where we find as many as_Six Items, u2., the United
Khasi-Jaintia Hills District, the Garo Hills District, the Lushai Hills District,

a

the Naga Hills District, the North Cachar and Mikir Hills Districts, which
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are to be represented here by their elected representatives. The Dehmltatlclvg
Committee have submitted their report recently and suggested L.hat _there shou1
be as many as 17 representatives of these Hill Districts in the Legislative Assembly
of 108 members At present we have 71 members where only 5 hon. Members
represent the Hills Districts ; they are Hon’ble Rev. J.J.M. Nichols-Roy,
Mr, Khyriem, Mr. Khorsing Terang and the two hon. Members from the Garo
Hills. As for the hon. Member who represents the Women’s Costituency, ., the
lady who is now honouring us by occupying the chair of the Speaker, is a repre-
sentative of the women under the 1935 Act and not of hill areas. Therefore the
present ratio of representation so far as the Hills Districts are cpnceljned is 71:13.
We ought to have 13 Members representing the Hills Districts in this House of T1
Members. But we have at present 5, 8 seats remain vacant. I hope Govern-
ment will hold elections as soon as possible to enable these people who are
backward in so many important respects to represent their grievances before
Government and in this legislature. In this connection I might remind hon.
Members that sometime past a part of Cooch-Behar was annexed to West
Bengal. Is it because the people of West Bengal are more vocal, can_shout
louder, talk better and criticise better and are more merciless in their criticisms ?
1s it because of this that a part of Cooch-Behar had to be ceded to or annexed
with West Bengal. In that connection our President took special action to see
that that part of Cooch-Behar which came to be annexed with West Bengal
be properly represented. Hon. Members are there in the West Bengal Legislature
to represent that portion of Cooch-Behar which has been merged with West
Bengal.

Most of the Hills Districts people are backward. They are illiterate. They
know very little of their rights and privileges of citizenship. It is therefore
important and natural, Madam, that these people of the Hills Districts ought to
be represented here. So long they have remained quiet in the belief that there
will be a general election ; but the date of the general election has been post-
poned. They say it will be held next winter, I do not know if it will be
held at all. WhatI want to state is, let there be an immediate election
in so far as these backward Hills Districts are concerned so that their grievances
may find a place on the floor of this House. A very interesting article was
published in the Hindusthan Standard of January 8th, 1951 regarding the
representation of these people in our legislature. The writer of this interesting
and learned article was Professor Misra. It is said Advisory Councils that have
been created recently, but without their representation in this House, these
Advisory Councils will be meaningless.

I hope the Hon’ble Chief Minister will come forward with " a Resolution
during this Session of this Assembly seeking the consent of the House to move
our Parliament to do something in favour of these unrepresented people. Or you
may make an appeal to the President under Article 392 (1) which says—

“The President may, for the purpose of removing any difficulties, particularly
in relation to the transition from the provisions of the Government of India
Act, 1935, to the provisions of this Constitution, by order direct thatt his Consti-
tution shall, during such period as may be specified in the order, have effect
subject to such adaptations, whether by way of modification, addition or
omission, as he may deem to be necessary or expedient®.

I hope the Hon’ble Chief Minister will be pleased to accede to my request
on behalf of these people. Delay is dangerous. Mere lamentation will not do.
Government have come forward with a number of excuses so far as foodgrains
and SI{P_P]ICS are concerned : either because of this or of that—hailstorms, natural
calamities, earthquakes, etc., they have not been able to do much to give us

enough food. But one thing they should know is that one who excuses himself
accuses himself,
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Madam, I don’t think I need take any more time of the hon. Members by
speaking any longer on the amendment. I think, Madam, my amendment is
sizeable enough regard being had to the lengthiness of the gracious speech of His
Excellency. Once again I appeal to the Government to be up and doing in
the matter of representation of these unrepresented areas and be specially
gareful in the matter of secession of any territory of this State of ours to any other

tate.

I hope, Madam, my speech although tedious has not fallen on deaf ears.
I hope some points would be made by other speakers who will follow me throwing
further light on the amendment that I have had the privilege to move

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Amendment moved :

‘¢ I'hat at the end of the Motion moved by Srijut Purna Chandra Sarma the
following be added :—

‘But this Assembly regrets that in the long gracious specch of His Fxcel'ency
covering a wide range of subjects and expressing solicitude for the common man
there is hardly any mention of an adequate statement of prevailing economic
condition of the common man, the scarcity and mounting price of essential
items of foodstuff and clothing did not find adequate place therein. Nor was
there any indication of adoption of effective measures necessary for meeting the
acute food and cloth situation in the State.

His Excellency’s direct reference to cession of territory in the State to
Bhutan State under the Darjeeling Treaty during the pendency of the resolution
yet to be moved by the Chief Minister to seek the consent of the House to the
proposed cession of the area amounts to pressing the hon. Members for a speedy
passage of the resolution.

Furthermore in His Excellency’s lenghty address expressing anxiqty for the
people of the tribal areas, there was no mention whatsoever c_of th.e immediate
representation of the people of North Cachar and Lushai Hills and the
inadequate representation of the other Hills Districts of Part A of the table under
the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution in the State Legislative Assembly.

This Assembly therefore do request His Excellency and th_rgugh him the
Government of Assam to take immediate steps to provide the citizens of Assam
with sufficient items of foodstuff and clothing at a reasonable price within the
means of the common man ; and full and immediate representation of the people

3 23

in the Hills Areas in our State Legislative Assembly’. ;
Any other hon. Member desires to take part in this discussion ?

‘ Mr. J. S. HARDMAN: Madam Deputy Speaker, before approaching
the more controversial topics- which have been raised in His Excellency’s address,
we would like to take this opportunity of conveying our congratulations to the
three Parliamentary secreggies who have recently been elevated to the posts of
Deputy Ministers. ... (Dr. Emran Husain Chaudhury...... Hear, “hear).  In this
respect we would remind you that Assam shares this distinction th the
Parliament in Delhi in having Deputy Ministers. We are conﬁdent_that. this
example will stimulate them and will encourage them to discharge their higher
responsibilities to the ful]. We are conscious that 1in their previous posts they
have acquired valuable experience which will stand them in good stead in
future.

The address which has been given by His Excellency represents a statement
on behalf of the Ministry, reviewing the Ministry’s own appreciation of their
achievement, their explanations about lack of a success in a number of directions
and to some extent a forecast of their future policy. In general this has bees
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supported by earlier speakers on behalf of the Government. Ther_e seems how-
ever to be a degree of complacency and a tendency to accept readily excuses for
failure to achieve the objectives.

Outside this House we scem to sense a greater degree of reality.

Hon. Members will have realised that an important by——election has rgc?ntlY
been contested to fill the vacancy due to the passing of our late Chief Minister.
That by-election has resulted in a very narrow victory for the Congress Party.
It must have given Government more food for thought than appears to be indica-
ted in the statement made by His Excellency to this House. Why have so_many
of those who voted in the by-election decided to vote against the Congress Party ?
Was it because they are attracted by the doctrines of socialism or by the glamour
of the socialist candidate ? Or was it that they have a feeling that all is not as
well as it might be with the administration and that another team might be able
to do more good to the people ? It is not a question of good intention; itis nota
question of making efforts. It is a question of achicving results, and of doing real
good to the people. We realise that in the Motion of amendment which the
hon. Dr. Emran Husain Chaudhury has moved there are references to certain
matters which are causing disquiet to the public. Before, however, touching on
these I would like to pay a tribute to the Ministry for what they have been done.
They have been successful in restoring tranquility throughout the State. A year
ago when we assembled here the unfortunate communal disturbances were just
commencing which have brought so much distress to the State. The measures
which Government then set in motion had been successful in restoring order,
though the dislocation produced by the disorder has been serious. There has
been a progressive improvement and I am glad to say that at the present time
there are excellent and harmonious relations between the principal communities.

The problem of rehabilitation of refugees still remains intractable. In Cachar
considerable progress appears to have been made and tea gardens have
undoubtedly made a very conspicuous contribution in the scheme for settlement of
about 3,000 families. In this connection I would incidentally mention that about
g,GOO families have been settled by the Assam Government in the rest of the

tate.

~ We welcome the final settlement of a trade pact between India and Pakistan
since we believe that the restoration of normal trade between contiguous areas
will not merely be of benefit to both the countries economically but will also
contribute to the establishment of amicable relations. It is obvious that in the
past any interruption of trade has had unfortunate repercussicns on the economy

f Assam, since this State is dependent to a very Jarge extent on East Bengal for
its raw materials and its market for its finished products. For example, K hasi
coal mines are so situated that their natural outlet is towards Sylhet and with the
interruption of coal traflic the mines had to face the prospect of closure accom-
panied by consequential unemployment of those employed there. Credit. is to 2
large extent duc to the Tea and other industries in Assam, who have agreed to
take coal from these mines at unremunerative rates in order that these mines
should be kept in existence and unemployment, which would have been so great,
could be averted. Now we hope to adopt a more rational economy since the
production of those Khasi coal mines will be sold and consumed in East
Bengal., ‘

We have at times been critical of the arrangements which Government have
made for the supply of foodgrains, not merely to industries but to the public at
large. The maajor industries of Assam between them require for their labour
forces approximately two-thirds of the foodgrains procured by Government.
Although there have been so many changes in.the Food Portfolio, there has
unfortunately been a decreasing trend in procurement. To some extent this 18
understandable as producers and dealers, who have in recent years been able
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to make vast profits by selling rice in the black market, are naturally reluctant
to sell voluntarily to Government at controlled rates. 'This virtually is now
admitted by the Government. Before the Food Advisory Committee we urged
and urged very strongly that any scheme of procurement, which was based on
voluntary sale by the cultivators, was doomed to failure. We had urged that it
was necessary to have some method of compulsory levy and while Government
recognised the logic of this, they still remained hopeful that a veluntary system
would, inspite of weighty reasons to the contrary, prove successful. Time how-
ever has shown that voluntary procurement cannot make any progress. Govern-
ment at that time stated that they were taking very large and extensive powers
to compel the producers to sell any surplus if they were not willing to sell volun-
tarily to Government. It has been extremely disappointing to find that in a
period when procurement has reached the very lowest point in the history of
Government supply that no action has ever been taken to use those powers which
were vested in  Government. Government’s own case is that the requirements of
procurement are 16,000 tons a month. According to their own figures they claim
that in three months some 26,000 tons bave been procured—virtually 50 per cent.
In any case their stock at the commencement of the year had been small. There
has been most unfortunate reluctance to apply those powers which Government
pos§ess§d. Ij: is primarily the function of the Government to see that that State
policy is carried out. When this House has entrusted the Government with
powers, 1t is obligatory on Government to use them. We are conﬁdcnt—comp]ctcly
confident—that if Government had used those powers procurement would have
succeeded. In one area alone viz. the Hojai area in Nowgong, large quantities
have been secured. There have been many other similar areas in Assam, from
which large quanitities could have been obtained, sufficient to enable Government
to meet all the currept requirements, and to enable the Government and the
industry to have the requisite stocks.

It may seem 2 little ungracious for me t3 criticise the Government when we
have forliunately by an almost providential act been delivered from the hands of
the blackmarker. Ata time when our position had reached a most perilous
stage, W}f I‘;leci;?lyed Information from Government that their representatio s to the
Ccn}:reTa : €en heard. Fjve thousand tons of China rice have been allotted
to t CP 1‘:?' “d}lstr){; on top of this a further allocation of forty thousand tors
fr(_)ilTll tha istan 1s being allotted to the Tea Industry, part of which will be shared
WII; _Edﬁatg.ardens in West Bengal. This will enable the Tea Industry and
ot erf 11 £ sﬂll"xes 0 go on for 4 to 5 months. I repeat that we are extremely
g'rateluass?sta € Government of Assam and to the Central Government for this
slgﬂgnl e &Ce- . We believe also that there will be a most spectacular change
r;}%t_ dayYI ) ft:oﬁfe market but also in the economic position in Assam generally.

e o e the price in the black market in parts of Assam is Rs.37/8/-
P T riot ava'lSt 2 controlled rate of Rs.20/12/-. We  consider now that those
w. Tt e 2 11 themselyes of the briel opportunity which was afforded to them
ff Zf;ted ! thencl}anCEd controlled price which is in force only for two months as

1;’1 0% éce i OVernment of India will find that they will have subsequently to
se 1 i 1 rates which are nearer to Rs.15. In fact this will be most
satisfac C}l; miéthlod o feviving internal procurement. I share with Dr. Emrap
Husain _alc-]!_ ury hig apprehension about the rising cost of living ; the value
of money is 1sappearino, prices are rising and great distress is brought ¢, a

large section of the popillation

5 ‘t{ee Eg:n?:lso grateful to the Government of Assam for using their influence
Wlt- Ly I r_e tO S€Cure exGmption for labourers at tea gardens and in other
major industries from any further austerity cut in rice; As hon. Members
are aware two cuts had beep imposed during the past 12 months and we are
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certain that any further attempt to lower their ration would have resulted in a
certain amount of labour trouble. In His Excellency’s speech, however, there is
an unfortunate inaccuracy in regard to this reduction in the rice ration. We can
only presume that this has been based on wrong information with which His
Excellency has been furnished. On no occasion has any reduction in the ration
issue resulted in any reduction in the labourers’ wage. On every occasion com-
pensation in cash has been given for any reduction in rice ration. We would
therefore request the Government to sec that a suitable alteration is made in the " -
address by deleting those passages which suggest that reductions in rice rations
constitute a reduction in waye.
¢ While on the subject of rationed areas I would like to invite Government’s
attention to the general confusion which seems to exist. I can assure all Members
that it is extremely difficult to get a ration card. If you have a ration card it is
extremely difficult to get it renewed. If you have got a ration card it means you
are privileged to attend at a ration shop without any guarantee of supply. Iam
informed that for some time meagre supplies have been doled out. If the
Government granarics are empty the ration shops cannot obtain their supplies,
but much of the criticism applies not merely to the time when there is acute
scarcity, but even when procurement for a few months runs on an even keel.
Even then the rationing arrangements are far from satisfactory, and we are
confident that if more attention was devoted to this it would mean’a great deal
of benefit to the common man. Another point on which I have heard consider-
able criticism, is that when-there is any necessity to reduce the ration tem orary
due to shortage of supplies I am told that such local cuts do not appl Izo the
Government servants, but the rest of the rationed population get a red ppé’ o
based on whatever is left. We have, I think some tendency to create S r(:astf:‘
system.. We have the recent example of a military caste i a'FEW i
exempted from professional tax, exempted from sales tax ang exe t c?yf m
entertainment tax. Are we to create another caste to be exempted ef'mp ; I":)ut
in ration even though therc may be shortage in supply. We w 12:1{3r1111m'1Y ;
trust that Government will direct their attention to the urgency f; ould, Owcvert,
of the system of rationing. y for improvemen
Another disquieting factor at the present time is the
consumer goods. It would be wrong to blame the Ministfsl}‘eral hghor;gg}i: ?sf
largely dependent on the Central import policy ; but we are notor e hlt
the Central Government realise to the full extent the effect of th e tt}?
remoter parts of the country. It unfortunately appears to be ¢} a- POIICE i :
there is short supply of imports or internal production, thatAecase w }?n?‘iw?t
State to sufler severely, specially when supplies are genera]ly Sﬁsam is t eh rst
India. ‘Obviously no one would take the trouble of sepd; ¥ short throughou
- P N cndin ds to Assam
when it is easy for them to_find ready markets in Bombay o % goo H h"
© tends to add fuel to the inflationary fires and it is almost 5 . _lalcutta. All t tls
see goods disappearing from the counters, and a black {narketal v phe.nom.enon do
which are not even controlled. We believe that Govecnmen; bdevel()}?mg in _gogl s
representations to the Central Government could ensyre th y making suitable
imported goods is brought into Assam and that specjy) Fti_t a greater sl_lare;)
movement into Assam of goods produced eclsewhere in Jnq: acilities are given to
: : : ! India in order that some
of the inflationary pressure can be absorbed. The public | r th 5
having a poor deal and it seems necessary that both posit'ave for sometime beexn
should be taken to deal with the inflationary situation, ive and effective action

. We cannot deny that the EFarthquake has caused enormous damage to the

communication systems in Assam, and the immediate improvisati :ed out
in getting the communications restored was very creditablcpbut Weonp o what
disappointed at the delay and lack of initiative in the Cur’npletion ?);— tlslzml?’ubﬁc
Works, Department Programme. For example, in North Lakhimpur an area
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which received very extensive damage to roads though six months have elapsed
since the earthquake very little work has yet been done. One of the main ’hf'e
lines of Assam, the Trunk Recad between Sibsagar and Dibrugarh is receiving
some attention from the Public Works Department, but owing to failure to ensure
supplies of road metal on the spot, carth-work only has been done on the road,
making it more difficult than before for traf.ﬁc to get tl}rough.. _Wc have made
enquiries and have been informed that there is difficulty in obtaining road metal.

« But we are confident that if Government go all out they can overcome these
difficulties, if road metal cannot be moved by rail, it can be moved by road, and
thousands of tons of road metal were in fact transported during tflﬂc war years.
We can see no reason why immediate steps cannot be taken. There is next
what I would term the lack of flexibility in the road programme. Far too little is
provided for meeting emergent measures. The ez}rmarkmg money f'or particular
works results, if those works cannot be taken up, in the money lapsing although
there are many other projects which require urgent attention. All of us know
how many bridges have been broken or damaged by floods and to _this day
nothing has been done. Enquiries reveal that there is no money provided for

emergent repairs to bridges.

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: Madam, may I know what
bridge ?

The Deputy SPEAKER : The hon. Member may give the information.

Mr. J. S. HARDMAN : There are many such bridges. For example the
bridge on the maip road from Tezpur Town leading towards Colders Ghat about
the 14th mile. I gay it personally and for many months no work has been done,
although obviougly this is a main life line of communication. It is essential that
sufficient sums of money should be kept available and material and man power
to deal with the maintenance of essential line Of_ communications. It is not
sufﬁciept to plead that there is no money. Itisa matter of real urgency to
maintain under a]] conditions any essential line of communication.

Then again there is failure of Government to recognise the entire change thag
has come over the communication systems as a result of the Earthquake and the
subsequent floods

y Dib?ugarh which handled an enormous amount of road, rail and river traffic
15 now virtually ¢logeq. When it will be opened we do not know. In ‘thc mean-
time traffic has to use other ghats lower down viz., Disangmukh and Niamati ghat
althongh the roads which sergv those areas are inadequate to bear the increaseq
strain which is now placed oncthem We have to draw the attention of Goverp.
ment to the need for maintainin th.esc vital roads at a much higher standarq
than was essentia] formerly byt ugnfortunatclYJ we have been given no assurance

that effective actiop will be taken in time.

) While on the subject of roads. we feel that in far 100 many cases the standard
of maintenance is dcterioratinc ,We recognise that there are some roa_ds which
are still being adequate]y o ,a; ined. We would congratulate the Public Workg
Department for the Manner ?;{1 Wz'l}ll?;h i ey maintain the Gauhati-ShiIlqng road,
Possibly Government have not taken into account the heavy increase in motoy
traflic, due partly to the happy event of the lifting of petrol rationing ar_1d due to
the less happy event of the dclc‘finc in carrying capacity of the Assam Railways,

We congratulate Government on the success in counteril}g subver_sivc activi-
ties. The operations in Sibsagar and the subsequent operations now in progress
in Lower Assam have produced very satisfactory results. In spite of this we sti]]
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feel that the Police force is not yet adequately equipped to cope with modern
criminals. ‘The Hon’ble Finance Minister said that Government have expand:?d
the wireless organisation, and we note also that it has been a great success. T!als,
however, is merely one of the many directions in which the Police force requires
modernisation. 1 have no doubt that the Police will be quite able to tacklt:_ any
situation which arises, when communications are good. Although it is relatively
simple to move forces at certain times of the year, has Government any, guarantee
that those intent on distupting the peace of the State will select a period of the
year when communications are easy ? At other times of the year any well-orga-
nised bands of law-breakers could disrupt communications to such an extent that
vast areas of the State could be completely isolated, and controlled by subversive
elements, and delay in arrival of adequate force might prove to be serious. We
would ask Government to consider sparing a little more money for modernising
the Police force to make it able to stand on equal tetms with the criminals who
can be relied upon to keep their equipment in good order. ‘

We have never received any satisfactory explanation from the Government
in regard to the appointment of a Re-organisation Committee. (Hear, hear—from
the Opposition Bench). If my recollection is correct, Government suggested some
years ago when any criticism of administration came up, that they would be consi-
dered by the Re-organisation Committee. Later, however, when the Committee’s
appointment was gazetted in the Gazette of 6th December, 1948, and its {function
defined, no meeting has ever been called and no statement appears to have been
made for the apparent change of Government’s" mind. If the terms of refe-
rence are examined, it will be found that much of the work which has been en-
trusted to this Committee still remains to be done. We may be pardoned, but
we cannot resist pointing out that there is a general impression that Government
services are undoubtedly wasteful and that the standard of efficiency is not as high
as 1t ought to be We believe that with the greater expansion of Government acti-
vities and economic controls there are so many more occasions on which the peo-
ple have to contact Government oflices that there is a far greater need for higher
stanclards of efficiency. Instead, therefore, of embarking on expensive schemes
frequently too ambitious, we believe that if Government would concentrate on
raising the standard of efficiency of the Government Services, it will undoubtedly
enhance their prestige. A step in the right direction has been the decision to
appoint a Commissioner. The inspection of Government Offices has not been
satisfactorily done since this post was abolished. We would however like to
impress on Government that this is only one of many measures which are urgently
required if higher standards of efficiency are to be achieved. Taking a broad and
balanced view, the main needs of Assam at the prcsent moment are the consoli-
dation of the food supply position and the importance of communications. We
confess to some measure of anxiety over the present condition of railways and we
trust that the Government of Assam will do their utmost to acquaint the Central
Government with our apprehension,—possibly they are aware of these apprehen-
sions. The carrying capacity of the railways appears to be steadily declining, and
with the increased volume of goods there has been almost a practical block;'de of
supplies. In consequence, there has been a considerable diversion of traffic to the
roags with a consequent increase in expenditure on the maintenance of the
roads.

In conclusion, we do not propose to support the hon. Dr. Chaudhury’s
arqcndment_though we concede that he has made a number of very relevant
points, particularly on the economic situation. We would, however, be failing
in our duty. if we allow Government to draw the impression that we regard the
situation as satisfactory. It is far from satisfactory at the present time, and we
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€xpect from Government greater initiative and greater capacity than has been
Shown in the past years,

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Srijut Nilmani Phookan will ncw speak .

Srijut NILMANTI PHOQOXAN: Madam, I whole-heartedly  associate
myself with the Resolution of the Mover in offering thanks to His Excellency
for the Address he delivered before the House the other day. To my mind, the
Address hag already covered all the important matters that affect our State and
also those which are linked up with the problems of the whole Republic
and at the background of international situation. In these matters possibly
His ExceIIency has left nothing for this House to discuss any more. But I want
t0 make g5 little observation on the Address in one point.- For the last three
years we have heard the Hon’ble Ministers, Their Excellencies and also the
public men giving instructions to the people at large how to co-operate with
the G.overnrnent, how to increase production and also how to assist in procure-
ment. But we have hardly heard enough from anybody how things should be
best distributed among the people. Government are trying thc_u- level  best to
make the grow-more-food campaign successtul and all the officials, the Cabinet
Ministers » the Governors and the leaders of the Congress and other organisations
have spoken in season and out of it that people must produce more and more
if they want to live in sufficiency. From the Government side we have al]
along been asked to co-operate whole-heartedly with the Government officials
in the Proper function of the procurement, supply, textile and other departments
which are controlling things at the present moment But I have not heard an

résponsible Government officer either at the top or below.telhng us how the
administrative machinery is working at present and what drastic steps they are

taking to bring this machinery to proper working order. I conscient

iously
feel; and Jican

say boldly, that the old administr&ftive machinery is still  doin
work mnot beﬁtting the new urge of the people in the new order of‘tlu_ngs. The
country has been magde free by the great seer and prophet, both political _and
Social, by non-violent means but with full revolutionary urge of the nation jtself,
ave we now used the same revolutionary urge by which we freed the country
from the grip of the exploiting Imperial power in our economic, social and admij.
nistrative fields ? I only asked those who are responsible for these change_s. to
think over this matter and find out a new policy so that all these bewa}llmgs
and bemoanings from His Excellency downwards go (hear, hcz;r.)d It is no
use simply hearing sweet messages, even from the highest in the lzm » unless we
know that these pious words and good intentions are to be imp em?nted and
are being implemented on the spot. Without that no amounto I?essages,
10 amount of criticisms, no amount of hood-winkings and no amount of whjta.
washings will' save the nation, That is what I urge on the Government a¢ the
moment to think over. We have been asked by the Finance Mi mster& in " his
most detailed znd able speech which he delivered yesterda_y, an I?Y His
Excellency as wel] in his Address, that the only way to do things nfr_ni.r i th‘at
people should Co-operate in making procurement and production sulccl;: - u}; I for
myself quite agree with all that has fallen from the lips of these hig GaUt Orities,
but I should also in all earnestness suggest to His Excellency and his rOvVernmeng
whether the production and procurement matters have at all %?n;: lnhthe rlg}_lt
direction even under the present exigencies. That s a matter {‘f" hl REg s public
should know. I cap quote a Government communique ol the nﬁlghbourmg_
State of West Bengal where it is stated that “a scrious view must 'be taken of
the fact that in a .fecent drive by the Enforcement Pol‘lcce against - hoarded
cloth in the burrabazar area alone 1443} bales and 3249 “thans of commor,
varieties are stated to have been found undeclared and kept concealed.”
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These are the words quoted from the Government Communique. %Iftfr
close checks of this class of only 102 licenses of textile firms, the same Press glc
also gives the information that something like 52 persons to whom textile
licenses were given could not be traced...........ccvuve....

The Deputy SPEAKER : May I know from the hon. Member whether
he got the information that he is reading from authentic source ?

Srijut NILMANI PHOOKAN: It appeared in the Hindustan Standard
of the 5th instant, but the words were quoted from the Government C.omr’r’m-
nique. There it appeared—*‘the following is the Government Communique”—
and then the quotations follow.........

The Deputy SPEAKER : Even then, do I understand that the hon.
Member takes the responsibility as to the authenticity of his statement ?

Srijut NILMANI PHOOKAN: I am only quoting the words of the
Government Communique.

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI : May I enquire from the
hon. Member if this relates to the Government of West Bengal, if so, it is not
desirable to proceed in this matter any further.

Srijut NILMANI PHOOKAN: Yes, but I want to emphasise this point,
that similar state of things prevail in our Government also and they will be
found out if proper enquiries are made. I take the responsibility of assisting the
Government if they like to institute this inquiry in my subdivision............

The Homn’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: On a point of order
Madam, can anything that happened in other States be the subject matter for
discussion and criticism in this House ?

(4 voice—We cannot disscuss things that happened in other States in this
House).

Srijut NILMAN] PHOOKAN: Madam, I am not criticising the West
Bengal Government nor am I discussing matters of the West Bengal Govern-
ment. But I was only quoting the words published from that Govern-
ment’s Communique that such things do happen in order to draw a parallel
that if our Government also, I mean the Enforcement Department be up and
doing now they wlll also find similar state of things, that is, permits were issued by
the office but there are no permit holders. These will be detected by the Enforce-
ment Branch if they care to make the enquiry that I am suggesting and I am
taking the responsibility of assisting the Enforcement Branch if this inquiry is

made in my subdivision (Dr. Emran Husain Chaudhury... with my co-opera-
tion also)...

Srijut MAHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY :
Cannot the hon. Member give the Government the nam
are doing these nefarious activities ?

(Deputy Minister)
es of those persons who

Srijut NILMANI PHOOKAN: I am not a Police officer nor an Enforce-
ment officer...... (laughter...... ) But I am only suggesting to those people who
say they cannot find thege blackmarketers—though I know they are as plenty
as the black-berries in my subdivision or elsewhere to find them out, I can show

them ways and means how to detect them. I am not befriending them though,
but I can detect them,
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Srijut MAHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY (Deputy Minister):
My point is that if the Enforcement Department has failed will the hon. Mem-
ber take the responsibility of finding out those persons who are carrying on such
nefarious activities and submit their names to the Government ?

Srijut NILMANI PHOOKAN : I have already told the House that I
am not a Police spy nor a Police officer. Butlet the Government set up a
Committee of Inquiry in my subdivision and I give the undertaking that at
least 10 per cent. of these people, the blackmarketers, whom the officials
of the Government could not find out, will be caught. (Dr. Emran Husain
Chaudhury— hear, hear). If the Government are not prepared to take the
suggestions of hon. Members seriously and if they take it in a lighthearted
manner as our newly promoted Deputy Minister has taken it on behalf of those
officials who are in some cases befriending the blackmarketers, it is unfor-
tunate. I am not bound under the responsibility of my constituency to take

the matter lightheartedly as my Friend the hon. Deputy Minister could
afford to do (voices) hear, hear. :

Srijpt MAHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY (Deputy Minister):
Op a point of clariﬁcation, Madam. My Friend has misunderstood me. He has
said something about taking the responsibility of finding out those persons
engaged in Plackmarketing., What I suggested was that if the hon. Mem-
ber can let us know the names of those persons, even confidentially, who
are carrying gn blackmarketing, then the Government will be in a position
to hold the €nquiry he hag suggested. I do not mean to throw any insinua-
tion on any gpe, But because my Friend boasts that he can find out some of
those bIackmarketers, it would be better if he wants to serve his constituenc

well, to give us the : le and the Goverament will be able tg
find out the culprits, names of those people .

The Delj“t)’ SPEAKER : 1 think the hon. Member’s suggestion was to
have an E !

“Nquiry  Committee and then he will do his best to assist the Govern-
ment.

Srijut NILMANI PHOOKAN : Yes, Madam,............

The Hon’ble Syiiu¢ » s If the hon. Member knows
. tB M MEDHI : :
that there are a larg, Jgumiif‘lglpn?op] ¢ with bogus licences, then he may
give us the nameg of such pe oglc. He can give them confidentially, we wij]
€ names of the infort,hant. ’

Srijut NILM

| Al fraid of disclosing those names
even on the f, ANI PHOOKAN : I am not afrai

or : : and I am not afraid of the black.
marketers alsg nog ha‘?é‘ fllllsatll-lo?)s(;:ng ri?,?:}fsa:gcm' But I am only suggesting
as a Member of this Hou;:a and as a Member representing a large number of
people of my subdivisiop but I cannot work as a spy or an_underling of the
Government. Thege thi};gs are very important to a large number of the people
who are able to stand "on jud n};cnt over the Government itself. I will do m
duty to them but 1 will not b}];- Ie%l or guided to act under the behest of any adm;j.
nistrative officer or eyer, the Manjsters {E’n the way they like; but I can agsist
them, I can give them proper data so that they may come to a right conclusion
and do the right thing for thep eople. That is what I mean. I would request
the Government to assist me rgthgr in this matter by their power. I have already
given my proposal for the Party Meeting to discuss about Procurement...........,
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The Hon’hle RAMNATH DAS: No names have been mentioned. The
hon. Member only says that he wants to discuss about the system of procurement,
but no mention was made about blackmarketing.

Srijut  NILMANI PHOOKAN: But I have already pointed out that
there are some officials who are befriending the blackmarketers...... (hears
hear).

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order, the House stands adjourned for
lunch till 1 p.Mm. : i

Adjournment
The Assembly was then adjourned for lunch till 1 p. m.
After lunch
(The Deputy Speaker in the Chair)
The Deputy SPEAKER :  Mr. Phookan may now continue his speech.

Srijut NILMANI PHOOKAN : Madam, possibly I would have finished
long before, but for the interruptions made by my hon. Friend, the Deputy
Minister. However, I should like to assure the House and specially the Govern-
ment side that my criticism was not meant to be levelled against the Cabinet
Ministers, but what I wanted to say was regarding the address of His Excellency.
I want to make certain observations in the way of real constructive suggestions
for the consideration of His Excellency’s Government, as well as by the Members
of this House and public in general, outside this House. My honest belief is that
if my constructive suggestions are really given some thought over them by those
who have the authority to do so, possibly to some extent it may be helpful to
remove many hindrances. That is my honest conviction and with that conviction
I am going to finish the remainig portion-of my speech now and I hope you will
all have the confidence in me when I say that my constructive criticism is for the
benefit of all including the Government.

Regarding the food situation I have heard all the criticisms from the Leader
of the Opposition and also of the European Group. 1 may not agree with them
in. all their criticisms so far as they® are concerned: Whatever they might. have
said I am not going to criticise their remarks, noram I going to criticise the
actual working of the Government itself. But my whole criticism will be based
on the policy which I honestly believe should be shaped anew in the field of
economic problem and more specially in - the administrative machinery. I have
no doubt the administrative machinery at present is as old as the Government of
those who have left this country and gone back 6,000 miles overscas. Unless
that old machinery is properly overhauled to suit the requirement of the nation,
the tinkering of that machinery will never carry the Government to a long
distance. That I honestly believe. Therefore my honest conviction is that- the
whole Government machinery should be overhauled exactly to suit the present
national objective for which the Congress fought for the last 30 years. That
objective was always before our eyes. But for the attainment of that objective
the present ricketty, old, worn out machinery will -never carry us long. It wi
be just like an old motor car of 1920 model (hear, hear). ~While we have
the new models of cars which have been used by our Cabinet Ministers, similarly

new machinery of the administration must be now introduced. That is what
honestly: want. ..., 8Bt = '

LERY
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The: Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS :

On a point of information,

how can we replace the old machinery of our cars by new ones ?

y Madam, how
Madam, such
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Shri PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Is this relevant?

Shri NILMANI PHOOKAN: How is itirrelevant? If it is irrelevant,
then he himself has spoken many irrelevant things.

So this is the present picture which I present before the hon. Members.
The Hon’ble Food Minister goes about and asks the people to grow more
food. Again when I go to the villages and preach this grow more food doctrine
I find that 50 per cent. of the cultivators who are asked to grow double crop
have no land of their own. The owner of the land will not allow them to grow
Ahu for fear of not growing more Sali during the season. So that is the dilemma not
only to the Hon’ble Ministers but also to the public men who preach the doctrine
of grow more food among the cultivators. In such a state of things we shquld
like to be advised by the Hon’ble Revenue Minister how to carry on the campalgn.
That is what I want to know. Then again if we want the grow more food
campaign to be successful the land also must be improved. These Adhidars
have no desire to improve the land because next year they do not know if they
would get that land. This is another stumbling block which is standing on the
way of grow more food. So, if the production is to be made more and more,
then this question of land policy and land tenure must also be tackled along
with it otherwise it is superficial to exhort the people and ask them to grow
more food.

Then as regards procurement, I quite agree that when the produce is less,
procurement must also be less.  But may I ask the Hon’ble Minister of Supply
whether he is conscientiously sure that the Procurement Department is doing its
utmost to procure as much as possible and looking to the interest of the starving
people? Are they trying to see that not a Powa of rice or a Don of paddy has
been lost due to their neglect? Itappears to me that the Procurement Depart-
ment is either inefficient or indifferent. The interest of many of them is not
with the people but with the business men. So all the paddy that has been
gathered by the Procurement Department for the last 3 years, have they all
gone to the respective organisations such as the tea labour and other institu-
tions ? Has all this paddy gone to the proper place and not a single quantity
of that has gone to the black market due to the neglect or inefficiency of the
Procurement Department ? So, I hope the authority will take this charge into
consideration and find out where the real truth is or whether as a responsible
Meml_)cr of this House I have exaggerated it. If I have exaggerated it I shall
be guilty of that.

I remember last time my hon. Friend, Dalbir Sing Lohar, brought several
charges against the officials of Dibrugarh in the open Assembly. I want to
know if those charges have been enquired into by the authority and with what
result ? Please make a statement in the Assembly so that Members may be
careful and no exaggeration may take place. If I have ecxaggerated and am
talking irresponsible things I should resign my seat if I find my exaggerations
have gone to such an extent that no Members can believe me.

Regarding foodgrains, I fully appreciate what His Excellency has placed
before us. T should feel whether His Excellency himself just like a common
man move from place to place

...............

The l?"P“tY SPEAKER: May I remind the hon. Member . that His
Excellency’s name should not be used in his personnal capacity ?

Srijut NILMANI PHOOKAN: Very well, Madam.
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His address is full of matters which must give food for reflection not only to
hon. Members like us but must also give food for reflection for the Hon ble
Chief Minister. I think my Hon’ble Friend, Mr. Medhi, will try his level best
to implement as quickly. as possible even under circumstances which are not

very favourable. The Head must be very strict ; every départn}c_nt must b(’:
handled in such a way that there may not be any laxity in supervision. If any

officer says that the work is too heavy for him the proper remedy is to ask him

to resign. Il}oncstly feel that the departmental Heads should chglllgc their
habits of sending file after file to different tables. ‘They should run from place
to place themselves if necessary.

I have another thing—the labour welfare matter. There is a mention
that a Bill will be introduced in this session to extend the period of maternity
leave. T can only emphasise that we have introduced a Bill which will be taken
into consideration some day after but I can only suggest one thing and I shall
do it in the perty meeting, to make an amendment of that Bill to make 4 months
as the statutory period for leave for maternity privilege. It is not my opinion.
It is the decided medjcal opinion that one month previous to confinement and
three months after will be necessary for fmaternity benefits. All the tea garden
doctors have testified to that.  If we do not amend the prevision wof the Bill to
that extent it Wil be in my opinion doing wrong to the womanhood of the
country. This is the first welfare item in the nation’s programme to protect the
women who, even carry all the Prime Ministers in their womb., If we do not
protect the woma

1 nhood of the country future generations of Prime Ministers will
be all rickety. O we must do that.

As regards other m t ] . ] AT
feel that His Echllencyﬁstaeasd I need not dwell with every subject in detai

ekt ress is replete with matters which must give food
for reflection to Us—Legislative Assembly Members and Cabinet Ministers. If
We 8lVe sincere thought to the circumstances under which we are labouring and
which were placed hefore our eyes through His Excellency’s address then it ~will
f ve a Motion of sincerc thanks to Hijs Excellency for deliver-
ing the speech,

bcfottgl::::; eltzhabxhtatlon of Refugees—Refugee question is looming large
Who Fad'e iy . ¢ have to setile, I believe, no less than 10 lakhs of refugees
0 cave their hearth and home and three storyed buildings to TE At

;iiges here and there. Certainly these rcfugegs rcqulrcld

cvery people and they must be rehabjlitated properly
o Syinpathy and actya] pfaclzs are  two Ydiﬂ‘erent things. We are to think
el h The number of refugees that have alrcady come and may be
o E S lave We ANy oomitto accommodate them all ? If any fiat comes from
T Ccnt}ie that we shoylq ac ; have we not the right to say
that we have no “_30‘31: t&) accolmmodate one and all the refugees that ml?Y (iorél_e ;:
2 i€ cvenly throughout the length and breadth of the India
Union. These are the practical di%ﬁculties. Wgc cannot actually take them
all. One or two hs of landless people are already in the land of
their blrtl‘{-. We have ‘hot been able to accommodate them.

; In addition to that;f We arc 10 accommodate lakhs and lakhs of refugees
without thfi bProper counting and proper method, it will certainly create such a
state that it wﬂtl neither be happy for the refugees nor tor the children of the soil.
Therefort_a, 1t will be the duty of the Government to absorb as many refugee families
in our midst so that in future there may not be the difference between the refugees
and the people of this Province, they should be totally absorbed in the fold of the
Assamese people, and the Assamese people in thaticase must embrace them as their
own brothers and sisters who had come from another place at great  disadvantage _
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to their lives and honour, property and everything to be absorbed in Assamese fold.
This is a plain talk from my side and I hope my friends of Bengal will yet take my
criticism in that spirit in which it was given.

Regarding the earthquake relief, the country had already acknow-
ledged and we are thankfulto all those numerous persons and
institutions in the country and abroad who have contributed to the
Earthquake Relief Fund to succour the distress after the earthquake and to the
flood-striken people. We the people of the State cannot sufficiently express our
gratitude to our benefactors. It is a fact that we acknowledged all these things
in public platform and on the floor of the Assembly, and what His Excellency has
said in this matter isa matter of history, I need not recapitulate ; what he says
is exactly correct. At this moment without thinking of persons, without thinking
of party, as human beings every one and all should try to rehabilitate all those
unfortunate brothers and sisters of hills and plains who have already suffered the
greatest havoc in their lives, and if I am allowed to give a little part of my own
experience in this matter, I find at Dibrugarh and North-Lakhimpur that though
the relief is already there but there is laziness on the part of some. The winter cloth
arrived two months before, in many places the cloths are still in the godowns and
not distributed, and in similar matters we have heard of the same complaints—these
are the general complaints, I cannot say whether they are true or not. The autho-
rities should make immediate enquiry when things for relief had arrived in the
godowns and when it had been disposed of, how long it would take to reach those
things to proper destinations. I hope the authorities will enquire from the local autho-
rities in the manner I have pointed out above, and if these figures are provided,
then my hon. Friend, the Minister in-charge of Supply, will be able to see these
things here even without going out to all those places. This is what I feel. With
regard to another thing His Excellency has mentioned about the boat disaster,
and in this connection though I am one of the persons of the unfortunate families
who suffered, but I am not mentioning my own thing, but I should say of those
unfortunate families, though it is a matter of accident, certainly it is the duty of
the Government to take further care so that these things may not happen in future.
On this point I do request the hon. Members connected with this to let us know
after that incident what kind of rescue party has been formed and what equip-
ments scientific and ordinary, necessary for rescue work have been already pro-
vided and who are in-charge of the rescue party ! Had it not been for the uni-
versal sympathy, for the sympathy of the Pre§ident of the Republic of India,
%_I}d Eother officials of the Government of India, .thc Hon’ble Chief Minister,
solli ccxcellency and his gracious consort and bright daughter, the words of

and sympathy of the peoples and organisations through out the length and
breadth of the country, these unfortunate families would not have stood the shock.
For tl}e _sympathy they thus received, they have forgotten to a great extent,
the criminal negligence of the local authorities at the helm of the affairs—I can
say definitely, I have got positive proof, because it is not a personal matter—to
arrange things, they failed to bring boats which are allowable under the Act to
ply. May I ask the Government to make an enquiry of the local authority
whether those country boats came under the certified provision of the India Steam
Vessels Act, under which they are to ply ? Can Government say that those boats
“}flerel approved by-t!le Surveyor ? These things should have been enquired into by
i/[?ni ;t;?i Oafut?}?é"lt:g b::fore :heyl I\;eniilure to send one of the most respectable
e 208 overn.nent with the most popular young leader of the
P ct aI{]I with the most energetic, young and dutiful officers of the Govern-
Act, or certified as of f‘rtl : d,m3 AL By of the I{ldz.zm Stear.n Vessels
bec;l eI €quired size and engine power the incident might have
: Owever, 1 leave this matter for enquiry, and reply by the
Government. 1 am thankful to His Excellency and other noble souls who visited
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these unfortunate families and offered words of solace and also material help.
I found the Hon’ble Chief Mini ter was there and no body is more concerned
and sorrowful than the Hon’ble Sri Omeo Kumar Das himself.  Inspite
of the unanimous verdict of the Dibrugarh people, the Government
misrepresented by the local authorities and without making any enquiry issued
a publication to the effect that the Government was satisfied that every precaution
was taken. The Hon’ble Minister could not go there and make the enquiry
himself. He merely relied on his subordinates who mi'slpd the C_;overnment.. It
is a very serious thing. I hope the Hon’ble Chief Minister will take a serious
view of the thing and see whether the report submitted by the local authorities
is correct or not. But I take the responsibility of saying that all these facts that
have been reported to the Government are not correct. Positive proof I can
give, and I shal]l give it in course of time, and not now. What happened is that
there has been irreparable loss of human lives which cannot be recouped, and
what is the duty of the Government and the public towards the families of these
unfortunate victims, I need not be anxious to know. I have no reason to think
of that. Because these families sufferred irrepairable loss in precious human lives,
no material help can now help them. Whatever material succour anq _whatever
public sympathy has been shown will be humbly accepted by the families them-
selves. His Excellency the Governor of Assam who went there personally said,
‘‘the sacrifice of these youngmen will be a source of inspiration to the
" Assamese youth”’. But we must take a lesson out of it. I do not say that because
there was an unfortunate accident so the Assamese youth should not be adventy-
rous and should not do public service. At least T must be crcditec.l with anything
but cowardice, But Ido insist on Government that not a smgle youngman
should be asked to do public service in future at such a moment. without Proper
equipment for €mergency. There was not a single boat available from Goverp.
ment side at a place where there are about 2 or 3 furious big rivers. Whenever
‘necessary, the Police go about and ask some boat-men to give their boats and te
some others to give there engines and then they fix one man’s boat with another
man’s engine. There is a saying in Assamese which says ‘@RI AlBam, qayag Tqy,
ACA AL Cotear 9By mpc wfa | This adage may well be applied in this case,

So I want to know from Government and also I appeal to the Central
Relief Committee through His Excellency the Governor of Assam, who is the
President of the committee I believe, to let us know what further precaution haye
been taken at Dibrugarh, Sadiya, North Lakhimpur and other earthquake- affecteq

‘places so that such thing may not happen in future. The other day we have
“heard from the Zeologist and the experts sent by the Government of India
saying that there is every possibility of the river Subansiri being in spate by 3¢
4’ more than the last year and that the river Brahmaputra .m‘lght also create greater
havoc at Dibrugarh; For such an emergency boats r_mght 1_36 necessary o
rescuc and relief works and unless these things are kept in readiness from' now it
might prove disastrous. It appears in such emergency the Deputy Commlss.ioner
sqnds a slip to the Superintendent of Police and the Supe.rmtendﬁnt of Police to
his subordinates to find out boats. This is sheer foolishness. Unlegg these
officers mend their ways, they should not be allowed to hold charge of_ such areag,
‘They should pe replaced by bolder officers with stout heart and with natjona|
vision. If these things are repeated, the country will not forgive those underlings
of the Government who are in the responsible position and who fail to discharge
their duties, May I ask how many of the big officers ever visited Dham_aji side
before they allowed the Hon’ble Minister and the party to risk a voyage ip, such
rickety boats in the midst of the furious Brahmaputra ?

The Hon’ble Srijut OMEQ KUMAR DAS: I was not asked by any one
‘te;go there,
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Srijut NILMANI PHOOKAN: I am not referring whether the Hon’blllcte
Minister and Jiban Ram Phukan and o6thers were dragged there 01; they ‘lr:ve
there voluntarily, but I am saying that the Eon’ble Minister should not
been allowed by the local authorities to make such a venture.

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEQHI: ' May 1 take that the
Hon’ble Ministers are to be guided by the Officers in their work ?

Srijut NILMAN1 PHOOKAN : I donot mean that, butl say that the
local officers should have pointed out the risk involved. Any. way,
whenever any Hon’ble Minister goes any where he is accompanied by the P.Ohﬁe
Officers and the Criminal Investigation Department Officers for the safety of the
Hon’ble Ministers. In this case also the local officers were also responsible fql‘
the safety of the Hon’ble Minister. If the Hon’ble Minister—who, I kqov_\f, 18
a good swimmer wanted to go, was it not the duty of the Deputy Comumissioner.
to ask the Hon’ble Minister not to go and was it not his, duty not to allow the
Sub-Deputy Collector, who said that he did not know swimming, and also who,
it is reported said ‘Sir, I cannot take the responsibility of this trip’ to accompany
the Hon’ble Minister in the rickety boat with the engines which are not allowed
by the law to ply ? Only this point I want to emphasise. I hope the Govern-
ment will enquire whether these boats were registered under the Indian Steam
Vessals Act, whether the Engine Drivers were qualified and had the requisite
permit from the authorities concerned, whether they have been threatened by the
Officers in charge of the area with the words—‘You will be put into Jail, if you
do not go etc.’ ? These things, if properly enquired into, will show that the
local officers cannot substantiate that all the provisions of the Act have been
satisfied. If these facts are proved action against these officers should be taken
and they should not be allowed to hold charge of the area any longer. I think
they may even come under Section 304A of the Indian Penal Code. I therefore
urge upon the Government to enquire whether the boats and the engines had
satisfied the provisions of the Indian Navigation Act, or other laws for such boats
and if after enquiry it was found that they were actually plying under the pro-
visions of the Act then I shall be compelled to apologise to the officers concerned
and also to the House for making this statement.

Srijut DALBIR SINGH LOHAR: I faata S«iq7 Itzivq, Saaig q9i-
A CiEdEE «F Sfidas Ffm 49 7 EEE afsend ¢ty sfqm, oS,
Ity e Bed ozl sl Al gwwdd éwRE, atifbe sitg ztEe—
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5IFY T AT [T A FGFR Farq FA aew Feaw @tetgp A2y
fzplta ¥2 €B1 99 (TN T 5% ify o4 (I WA ©ACE 0B | @4m
cafeem, 13 TATS o7 97 7o tEtg cera difos w1 GfAq AflE FRa TmE
Hifera OIF T 517 | S 2937 fowas aween =t 77 ffr  Afawa s
aifer CI9 T @Bl FEIRA qygE a@q Al | 9 I T 57 Ao
oiF biFd TR BIFIT /97 Ffaq ateat | fofw vz fSfvaez atfs Fas
= (FIF 99 TQUTF AT Tfmia, savtas off Fedll fata faw 2’3 aeet |

piz G 77 Racg @iy @it acs @t afsate sites it
7fz =3 At | BIFEA P faetels slan atfeista a1 [{atTa AfRwddr st argg)
zg afcd | DI AT fim fistd, AifERaTS ©9ET A6 wmpin
(7 T TS A Sim 7= coftmn Atz @ G FA AT 2T 49005 i
fEa A T I A@BE qzq Il A @A TwASE fm g,
Figy zA 3 T fam 7 aifisla e AR MG @B fimg
qtaad wE-FA A DAitedtaicats  Awcatcaz ot A—3fEvia—g3 w5
qigs AT TUI A0 I3 (afp ) Aiwe GO AERT TS T70 fEiwg
Sifas @) IO G | @2 g fEiEdE T, o8 {EFT ey
A% SIT METE Fmogpig FfRg a1 vl [EHE9T Fien cofen gze

o7 #f3d | ;

gl SO TR, otq fiss gEm QU 3 9= 4w oaps
- ff's FeAiF AT ©f: B3t grpsT orAAl ©FAAIE AT Azl @mdg

73 - fx Aerita Tl 2[R Wifacy, ot 98 smam 1 G, F139 @rF qorttaTy

el 477 aAET AfFEfST Siprm Afasta cotars e AMBF 1 constructive
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suggestion wifF @ /T —l7  al[@ FEHERNE faer gratg«ia I¥I TR
GiF fawad 12T M oz BHT ATl i, «F @R e gl &9
T[T G [Feaea Aed saica i 52l FF WifRI alfiicg Jie 5IFIIT ©oIeIAl,
@R 797 (Fic) 399 &Szt 131 i @dq i@ aige e {2 e JifFIca—
B4 I o1 7 R 2[0o217 graie GiER Gge aitRea, sIeiE FE Igel
ATTE A AE-—FIHFT Azl wfse F(@ FoITECT 9l Al IFAT—,
Slafiys #p=iwifi fFiw (communal disturbance), ©iF 2% Sfie=1, oiki*5e
QT ATART Feitfe w79 oigles GO TENT T AN =TS BIFII
A7 (M T w@eEE FfE AR it Ji% ) SeiFicaliFy i 99l
%A A, % weatdd TAA z @S WAFCE DI AMIE AwCEl FHACE D
S-pify 3 @ifsq atfieg | A S wnE fFeTia suggestion STHRi S
Alfe  sfcacscen, corAzte  cerded WO fwim e difeczeed I
sifitencsted | =tes T8 (stded RIgar Aeee oretach) AvdT eI @rEid |
wifeiq @2 wiftatsT 2PiFe, 5aF[T GifF Ufesds 761 = suggestion a3 fce |
qiEE sIFlET Aziagie, wfiv—eTndaRay s e HAfvEire izl TE
TEvEcEE 9tfiE, MuAET Sfes TF—T2 bIFIRT 92 FAUDBLFT eI Ffaq
4fety @, 5aFET ©Iwd A= [{EtAga Agad PR Stged gE 206
A9 ATt | FAelAg ofieBr Faw @ fRmis S fes 2 odfs whg—sT@ f[{ER
12 Tt dewa A Ume: > whRE dfFE Ffs Wb stz 7 e o
JaateRE glw, Az, Afaz, @, A Al iy e s e sfaRca
frea vy watBa sswhy qatel Atwg ¥ (1R wRed 32 sIeR, I T. A
i Tt ccel a9 [ e A 9% AFfertary see #eE
j}tam gare | g tFm yFIEE 7R @R I ASAT WIEIS I gFAl 2
TG | :

St wrEivm, efise d4iv7 Ivd NG FAICT Fe @, ofem, wiEE,
wisy, Wiz, sz wifg edace fASs 9o 9 Gws 4BwI dwy fE, S,
WA, wr w@iff FracE @b Sedtrw FfI9 AR S bR w7 At 1 OR
et atte 3f% =fa atiiq atzisr foove R T Sita @7 <t afeet |

W2 IRFalr @ff FHIta zea FRae Rulce @rdd siwg, @8 @reasidl
3t Sroaw =@ altet atte 9R se-TzRElF valked IRHa zm  @fEER
AFAT qeAR giAg e aest | fow 72 feg o witfetm @1, cogels gpibtAfe
clfg: fRoise @raEsIa fats g g 36 W aifits | o 4w clfgas
NFEY @IS @ALATINT Tt weriply 29 AIfCE | ST ¢ffegis {aice Mental
Hospital, Civil Hospital @i 5233 9T ea@ikiRds wfas >0 G4
Afdmicet stttz @talt | 3l @F coifaats [REns o8 dw-1'z 59t 53903
Atg sy, cerEeA {9, atda, Aidte, or wift F9 dm fag» W2 fREe I
favcn reFATe Igw i fawis Aze F4 practically F= Fiq 755 9z | @A
baFICT HiFe AfFpTm 512 3z @i 79m 2ot atfieg afve sig 2@ Aoy ale
i A3 1 i T 9 MB @ TTZ 0190 @1 ST fFras olithE ATl
slidta, & wifia weta @l w1 afes AFsT stwca @ sifte ficg, e M
@fo e fafbee | AReT A% @ify wivE doee fs @ wmEg | ARG
qzE—3icatal o e o seve Ay = 5 afeet | @iy gaalatads @
waE (202 ; cdforsa 1 w7 A edtata ohn  edfmttarz Gifdte—
cs&fREttTee 3T & vz tarm | eifers cifga Rates agcn gea [
(RECENTT AT AT (wmaF P oq ot @Ml At 2 Wify ZfeEE A9
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wetas TMZ 751 4fS FRT o= mT 1 @ImT (4fS FAT Psts ow s dew |
1% T%3 (T 207 BI®A ‘eparel veterinary doctor Rt cotal crain | -
7S AF FIF A6 23 At ¢ @iz A7 gl e @t St 37 ?
i = 417 pI%aa FAF Aty sttdia, @, A4 =t BT 4wy LI
fou1 fa3 @ftst | AT @) w0 =t wom @, vegetable ghee @etr| firs
feoaia ciwta 1 291F | sta, 9 fegatt ¥7 vegetable ghee 4t wt=y
'ﬂg =q | ¥ FICE TN wfim) s 471 vegetable ghee wifi wys afy
sz Ffaq 79N 20Z | FR Atatg 2A1S ApT TeAtw FfFT ok AMB 1 9% Ratw
3% Sedtva f9aca Avea BfF4) &7 =test | 1% Fawet 92 5791AF I celem @,
afam @A @ clfe: [GetS O @2 19t @Es T #5F7@ ant | =mg
fafFate eftwrs acdea 12 faatwa & w7z 29 7% 9T i RS faEe
TRt 62 TFCA | (T2 FlACt T2 5IFIAF AA FTA (A, ATASNT  Grpgn
FfRI attsl | Be7 AaFldRe cify: fAotss Alenfd @ras@ie v Ffag |
Titar g39m [=FElS 1 @i Sitel ardasiaieg wa Fee | 1% @2 Rates
BUbRT AFCI (STAZCA TPitgiact Fracs b a1 a2 F1[cd 72 47w vawtas
FTAY TR NS ATEEFIAT afS etasira Toet 7 ¢ffema rwas mw iy
aitdta, fa, a4 @ty @ ztag ofF toata sfasta swnz o |

©ia foi6e fafawa Fa, ataitn figs T=mft o etlefaz 30 a, oy
g 3% @Atics A7 ditg, wte afertae fead a0 @ TR | Sty
Tezt, T2 @ty Afews caferan @, sfAF™a {#oe Jtas $i2ea 9ras Tatars—
FItm AT A Aifew | Sfieta fise afdeiiTc Im4TS ofed Tter 15 B
wzie At T A7t Afem | (ot wwEte ffaw fEta WES wwaE w4 fsieg
AL 2T AN 2fed | wStata Avw @, Sfieee e Avs B R wa fafs
fiata aters ity agaw 15, fxpadua §wa 43 19 Gl 799 AF J5Ts  ag
o 8% 921 33%7 AT S Ga At 277 | afeate @8 Ratwa et 513 Rfwg
T a3 o7 AT | fogpstor Tea Hita A 512 afate o B A= 8 Thrars
AT SIS Wity | o e fFoaia 5134 81651 Afta 9tz 7% 7@ Aivga
7S AT AT St Fram am wf37 Aot ARz | @12 AT qraFd T
71210 w3 Flacdt IETTRY frgat a2 enlTs 341 25 | 4R 6 WEE fSeas
AN 9 IR 49 29| g fezpsdlw Earthquake Relief 7 @B1 centre 7
charge © witg1 | (a7 =5 fiqe Foa 57 42FM @F, @7, @, ST Al wiz
A IR @t Tta @F fFare TS qdp TR $E WAy | SeltarT Avztem,
fa REte itz sits tifes oz Reten A1 @ifiT Hdifig @, ot @t g
(FCATN A=A Czfom ;. 7 @ Bl IFEf1 W@ AEIN weq
CfREA—SIF  wettay wwmg | paetar AT wsm dfE R fe
STt fi15S it cafiom atfam @ifew (ofem Sfie™is [ew @R GF 55
a7 a5 oz 23 wify forte aadh 7o wma iz Afwg | Afw 9217
IS 7 595107 92 5129 e TeAT T FERCA G AT TV @B 9fS
CAFT 997 23| fafawg iagd ©fed At @1 motor boat AR 1 AW «feuta
1T 5103 Blea Tleq wfad, w51 @b, T At Al @IRT AT THeq corw
1T '27 FUR AT Az @ T B cz AMFA 1 @R FACE 5IFIRT gty
T3 NS @12 ReAt7 g afonia A4ars o449 27 | -

T =11 Colte ca, et @t ai7a fGate foeas f fate fm asi
FTEIT 2 2ty o1F fErs v e FRICA [ 492 29wty A st A
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sapica a2 (39 I Hn | A3 wrl A @, dEie fm T stediR ele
Flace afoma Aw1s weela oz Gt i oERE weta fEte e FEE

sfa 5 Atz Atz s, HIFII FG @, fafimte TiqEe b a2 C’fk‘ :
Rl G fia Atce, i c% Ruen @i fomifeifs oreee cefoutar o
fes | e 98 fare aoT «rsadiE e 02 iy AfRfe s wltarm e =3
aTOl AR Al A 1 97 SFEIT f25iT e 4 @953 Siere IETA AT
TR Sledim cafen cords alez T wifen (ordeT ¢ AR 9 W fare
C4ifs = faa Fiard ao & AE g7 TSR | cetdve cita wdres il fife,
% o2 74 fwde @ify gIorae foee  cofaige @8 3w gom @F, @, d9
Fholwa Gpsls Arére «ama Al (OC8 5T (1T warzfe 2 A 47 SfiRla
TrEe 3 9 29 oEey Gl IR AR ¥ Slaed BIFIRT AN A
AT (TS AFCH (STA AT Afwbia [FATT St paAled (b2l I

AT BRI ilT FEGIT AR fAtara 199 Sty balsd (g1 FIR |
wulifos 3arel crvas AfFElE @oElE ity ©fF 1T 9t AT ez FEBIRNT
SfifiEe Ot gtaepie), Jfeqs @ T g el ¢ oe A
T Wil ST am agE gel ghibTe M| @wia ATHI 92 WGl
UAIB @i IECE (PR Tt FA6ET A GRFAIFSIE A AT BRI
i (slafaaiaTs @diaeas gEa gl @@ @i FERE I Al
Ifiraetare) 9% Srad Ffaftee |

afom salaa wtaa dm Zacel G 9 AT (F, T2 (ot frgais  FHna
AW fifee {35 2 =8 Al few AAicat fe @i fatecs seeir 42 sifadr 9641
I SRS TTes @Al AT afF csfen «¥ TEal eFws 3T )

Bty Teziva, 3dE Oreaes @A G, 97 M awtTe 99 TpIetSt
atfiare s AezlE, fow 9ife ofite), @gq  Havildarcre wBasher onaf |
a% wie (17 ©iFa wanzita pAeiEr sk @it anfis T2 0 QBT
sty 1@ Az WA P ez o FEp AwEs awe
afmtRiEe ealz 4T |

wfaia fospale T2ele 18 it «@ragdl (FItN FEBIY 1%, T @47 7=
@47 Ford a1 Chevrolet 4tSt @i2 Jeepatsl T w8 | «2 fyare 9@
Sl wfAcEs Gl 1A @, e atre Aatlme Ao e abl 29 959
W ey | fAEd AT [t gm iR a2y Wiaes aEe g |1 9w
wRiais @71 TN g, [T bR AEe e stes” | 9 eFed
QRITICa nizAte wFfde «F Ay FFAAR T wmet ST w9 sleaz ¢l
17 cq, wiwiT Afesld AT FERAA et Ure (g Tz @l aead TF
Tt Sfarg | @wlta s d AfSacs Ine 16T gt colftpg  IHfIFee 2fosd
ity FfF Qbta stay 761 S R At AT @wwia w2 pifd AT 7 93z T
ala PIsres wimta S90St AFCa @iNte 59 Wihite qdhg  fAbe  @4aCT A6
NAZCT | !

72 GEBfET Safredl Fiatd Saelcy @Sch o9 Bfe Az (¥, 32, pAFIAF AT
Ffcyl I IR 9F FEts S T8 cotde Awea gzeatenz I | AR
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S 7Sy 24 (7 Tzu GpE w1 steF | A zw, (ot il i Afosa  waw
“TATS 2act Flata sataT Qi awiE r=m FE ) cords  wwe aa afTE—
ST M3 ATz | oAfSre A7 i bRty @2 [ @t w6 | wafsa=Ta
92 IS faatad Fata @ 7872 w04 | ;

2 A6 AT it atZes ate AAvdla @EEiET Fde wmet Srad
FE Gl Gfets afewmsta 40 78 @, [TFdea S5 “ag Aat ceisies cata
fach atw forate FfRata sowt2if fsivd 2ios (g, GF aw o e @t
T 7S afSAls wmit wagces AfF Aty | @3 a4 A3 TE: e AR 59
14T dewiatfy Fettr 18 aczives @it | eltr afentacy 8 gz Tt
€208 AFT O 47T T 020A WOy | T (AT FA W GlRErsE ARW @i
AT w1 1 Atz @ify «ifF 9its siee atfEaE & s CEAZ & Atx  IfHc G ¢f
CeR | G1Z FIAC AN A FA Sl PET FE B2 o1 Gt e
I FICA AR pawiaw 5ifT auaty e |

IS @ity T atersti= aeztied Gfita D6s [T el oife face sis
SR A%I7 AT Af7fafor w0 eiwrts wZAE  @4al%m 1 @l S (Erdeq
SIS T 7317 FAZ 51T Afseg | @3R@ET corars ST e w5 4nE
frm 0 72 itg AufiE 4 @AY SR 9l o TTE e EE naEy
AT SleTatT o 42 wisfeltr GI0s T4 R AT WA ol San
=062 SIS Tt Atad (il el 12 dl AT | @F wlact iy
OISR T ATT cata F[earfrel s |

g7 fz7 |

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI : Madam, T have heard with
rapt attention and with great expectation the statment made by the hon.
Dr. Emran Husain Chaudhury in support of his amendment. But in his whole
speech, from the beginning to the end, I failed to find any constructive or alter-
native suggestions in connection with the efforts of the Government in meeting
the difficulties and problems with which Government have been confronted and
which are fully appreciated by all. Asa true citizen of the Indian Union e
had not seen his way to suggest anything how to face those difficulties apq
problems, a5 Mr. Hardman tried to do in his sspeech. T am gratefy) to
Mr. Hardman for his valuable suggestions and those will always be taken iptq
consideration. In the speech of Dr. Emran Husain Chaudhury I similarly
expected to get some suggestions for solution of our diflicult problems, but I haye
been thoroughly disappointed.

Before coming into details of the points raised by some of the hon. Members
of this House, I like to remove from the mind of Mr. Hardman a Wrong impres-
sion in the matter of recent 259, cut inration. It was said that that ration cy¢
was not applied to Government servants who draw free ration or rice concessions.
That is not correct. This cut in ration is applied to Government servants ag well
as to the people of the State, The labourers in exchange of the amount of ¢yt
get in cash some compensation. This 259, cutin ration even if enforced would
not mean a further cut in wages as the labourers get FaSh compensations for the
quantity of reduced ration. But I understand there is always a dispute regard-
ing the rate of compensation between the industry and labour. The labour
representatives would not like to accept the compensation at the. controlled
rate. On account of this difference there has always been a difficulty in reducing
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a part of their ration. Had there been no such difficuty the point raised by
Mr. Hardman in his speech would not have arisen ?

Regarding His Excellency’s address, it is not possible to give detailed
particulars of programmes and policies that arc followed by the Government. In
the general discussion of the budget and also in moving cut motions to demands
the House will have enough opportunity to go into detailed policies and pro-
grammes which may be subjected to detailed criticism by the hon. Members. It
is not expected that His Excellency’s speech should contain all those particulars
with regard to present or future activities of the Government or measures
undertaken to give relief to the people.

Then the hon. Dr. Emran Husain Chaudhury says, “His Excellency’s direct
reference to cession of territory in the State to Bhutan State under the Darjeeling
Treaty during the pendency of the resolution yet to be moved by the Hon’ble
Chief Minister to seek the consent of the House to the proposed cession of the
area amounts to pressing the hon. Members for a speedy passage of the
resolution.”’ .

My idea is that the Governor’s speech should always indicate the various
legislative measures and resolutions and other matters that will be placed before the
House for consideration. When the particular resolution comes before the House
Members will have ample opportunity of accepting or not accepting the
resolution.

His Excellency also mentions that the Hon’ble Chief Minister will move a
resolution for the approval of the House for the cession of Dewangiri. A Bill for
retrocession under the Constirution will have to be introduced in the Parliament
as regards the cession of the territory after consulting the State Legislature. The
President has consulted the State Government. A resolution will come before
the House and it will be for the House to consider if the resolution is to be
approved or not. I think there is no reasonable justification for an amendment
of His Excellency’s speech for indicating that this resolution will be moved by
Hon’ble Chief Minister in the House for consideration.” As a matter of fact His
Excellency’s spcech mentions about the resolution. For the information of the
House I may say that in the area proposed to be included in the resolution and for
which the recommendation of the House is sought for—not a -single Indian
citizen resides.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: May I know whether the area has
been ceded or not ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: The Treaty is there. It
hé}S to be ratified. All Treaties are to be ratified in Parliament. A resolution
will _be placed before the House for the recommendation of the House so that in
Parl‘lamcnt a Legislation may be introduced for ceding specified portions of the
territories to the Bhutan State. So I find no justification for amending His
Excellency’s address simply because it mentions that the resolutions will be n%oved.
It h'as been further stated that in His Excellency’s lengthy address expressing
anxiety for the people of the tribal areas, there was no mention Whatsoc\rerpof ha
immediate representation of the people of the North Cachar Hills, Lushai Hills
and inadequate representations of the other Hills districts of part prt R
under the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution in the State Legislative Assembly.

Government is more anxious than th

: ¢ hon. Mover himself to associate a
epresentative of the autonomous tribal arcas in the Legislature. That we are
a?xllou%“,i..lu.glipeal‘ from the efforts of the Government in securing representation
of the ribal areas by nomination in Parliament. It is at the instance of the
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State Government that a representative of the B tribal

arcas was nominated by
the President to represent the B tribal areas in P

arliament,

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY : Isit relevant, Madam ? I men-
tioned Part A of the table and not part B,

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI :
Under Article 379(2) of Constitution,

for—(a) the representation, in t

It is relevant, Madam.
“The President may by Rules provide
he provisional Parliament functioning under clause
(1), of any State or other territory which was not represented in the Constituent
Assembly of the Dominion of India immediately before the commencement of this
Constitution.”

On the strength of this, B tribal areas
Parliament. There is provision for represe

however, no }.)rovision. for having interim representation in the State Legislature,
Due:to this difficulty it has not been possible in spite of our efforts to get repre-
sentations for the autonomous tribals in Legislative Assembly.

were represented in  the provisional
ntation in Parliament, but there i,

DR. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: What about Cooch Bihap ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: At the time of acces-
sion ofCoo_ch Blhar there was a separate legislation. This is a different matter,
The Constitution of India governs the autonomous districts. There is no
provision in the Constitution for their interim representation in the State
Legislature.

"The Secretary, State Tribal Areas while in Delhi under my direction con-
tacted the Law Department of the Govy

! ernment of India to ascertain if anything
could be done even b ) Constitution to bring in a represcntative of
] L as in the State Assembly. The only article which js
relevant is article 332(2), (4)_ and (5). Article 332(2) says that ‘“Seats shall be

reserved also for the autonomoys districts in the Legislative Assembly in St
of Assam”. There is no 1 g y ate

Provision for interim representation at all. The num-
ber o_f seats to be_reserved for an autonomous district at the time of Genera]
Election is glven in c_lauses (4) and (5). So far efforts made have not succeeded
In SECUTINg any interim representation of the autonomous districts. We haye
been trying to make the begt use of what we can under the circumstanceg.
Adwsgry Councils haye been formed in the autonomous districts and in all matters
affecting those areas Government make it a point to consult the Advisor
Committee. As an interim measure we always take the advice of the Advisory
Council into consideration, | shall be obliged to the Hon’ble the Mover of the
an:lendment if he_can point oyt any provision of Constitution by which we can
bring representative of the Autonomous Districts into the State Assembly.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN

Minister interpret Arg CHAUDHURY: How doecs the Hon’ble Chief

cle 392 (1) ?
'Il‘hfi Hon’ble Sri_iut BISHNURAM MEDHI: I am coming. Article
?}?2 ((] u)nst?f:t?:rf a%tho_rése the President to change the Constitution or add ¢,
€ 4 resi t e z Tl oie
of any articles or rules, 0t can only remove any difficulty as to the application
Article 392 (1)—*Power of the President to remove difficulties”.
“The President

; v May, for th : f removing any difficuls:
articularly in relation to the Rl ¥O i NIl

: transition from the provisions of the Government
of India Act, 1935, to the Provisions of this Constitution, by order direct that this
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order, have

Constitution shall, during such period as may be specified in the T
addition or

cffect subject to such adaptations, whether by way of modification,

omission, as he may deem necessary or expedient”. 2

It will appear that there is no provision under the Article to nominate
representation of autonomous districts to State Legislature. I, therefore, submit
that there is practically no substance in the amendment that the bhon. Member
has brought in with regard to His Excellency’s speech, that there ‘was "1x0
mention whatsoever of the immediate representation of the autonomous districts.
Long before this amendment we have been tirying our utmost tO securc
representation of the autonomous districts during the interim period, a:nd WE
have not yet ceased our further efforts. We are still in correspondence with the
Government of India in this matter. We, as Gongressmen believe that people
who are under-developed should have opportunity to ventilate their grievances.

Regarding the food situation in our State all Government efforts that have
been made from time to time to tackle the food problems have been laid down1n
the speech of my colleague, the Hon’ble Finance Minister in his Budget specch an
also in His Excellency’s address at page 6. : :

“Hon. Members of the Assembly are fully aware that the food situation
in the country asa whole continues to be serious and within our own State also

it has become the cause of considerable worry to my Government.........eceeeet2"3
His Iixcellency has also therefore dealt with the food problems in his spec(]ih-
and also

All efforts have been made by Government to obtain food from outside,
to procure food from the surplus areas to feed the deficit and partially
areas. (The efforts made by Government in connection with the campaign foT
growing more food crop have been indicated in the address of His Excellency
and the speech just delivered in presenting the Budget). For equitable
distribution of foodstuffs and essential commodities Cheap Grain Shops have been
opened in rationed areas and also in deficit areas. Procurement of paddy from
surplus areas has to be carried out to feed those in deficit areas and rationing areas—
(For that purpose the surplus areas have been cordoned restricting movement
of paddy) so that people will have no alternative but to sell the paddy to the
Government Agent or the Government Procuring Machinery. If we do not
allow the paddy to go out, the cultivators and landholders will have no other
alternative but to sell surplus paddy to Government Agents. At the same time
efforts are being made to open Cheap Grain Shops wherever there is scarcity.

For that purpose more commitments and responsibilities have been taken

We know tkat we are to face the food problem and make

by Government.
free

our best efforts for meeting the diflicult situation. We cannot run away as
citizens of the Indian Union like cowards but we must face the problem and
devise ways and means as to how we can best feed all of us. We also at the
same time must sec to the difficulties of the rest of India where the pcoplc also
are suffering. We must take all these facts into consideration. We must not
lose sight of the fact that inspite of the best efforts Government of India have
not yet been able to import sufficient foodgrains into the country and were
io.rcccl to impose 25 per cent. cut as a temporary measure. We have not started the
seizure operation because on the last occasion the result was not satisfactory, an
because during the financial year 1950-51, the State had to face a series ©
unusual calamities, the earthquake, the flood and the drought and all these
factors had their effect on production. Large stock of paddy in granaries was
damaged by the earthquake and washed away by the flood following in its wake.
Due to these natural calamities and other factors the province “has lost the
SUTPI}I{-‘;]Cha!‘a_C—tCF and is deficit in the matter of foodgrains.
A cgl-f:;lt;;::iltors' were so long reluctant to part with their surplus paddy
5 price fixed at Rs.7-8-0 is considered uneconomical in view of the
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rise in price of other essential commodities. We have been pressing the Govern-
ment of India to increase the procurement: price of paddy at Rs.10 a maund and
the Government of India have been pleased to approve our proposal to raise the
price of paddy to Rs.10, temporarily for two months, upto the end of
April, 1951. As the increase in the price of paddy has been approved by the
Government of India, we desire to give some time to the cultivator to
part . with their surplus foodgrains at this incre_dscd rate, In
expectation of raising the controlled price of paddy with Government of
India’s approval, the mass seizure operation was postponed to enable the cul-
tivators to reap the ful] benefit of higher price for their paddy. As soon as
the higher price has been approved by the Government of India, instructions
were issued (o that effect to the District authorities to procure paddy, and appeals
have been issued to the cultivators to part with their surplus - paddy. T als50
take the opportunity of appealing to the hon Members to persuade the cyl.
tivators and others to part with their surplus paddy. If persuasion fails, we
shall have ngo alternative but to sejze the surplus paddy. I am quite sure the
people of this State will rise to the occasion and will ~part with their surplus
stocks. The Wayin which we are bringing rice and wheat products from
outside the State will enable us to have sufficient stock and thq price will
automatically come doyp after April, Ultimately the cultivators will' have tq
scll their surplus stocy after April at lower price in case they do not sell paddy
now, as the price is sure to go down after April. If inspite of our fervent appeals
the cultivators do not part with their surplus stocks, itis the cultivators whq
will lose ultimately, They will have to sell their paddy and rice for purchasing
other essentia] commodities which they require. I again appeal that the pub-
lic-spirited citizeng and non-official groups throughout Assam will Propagate
the message of CO-Operation in the countl'YSidE and persuade those fbl‘tunate
brothers who haye surplus  stocks” of grain to part with their surplus to feeq
those who are in dire need. I draw the attention of the Members to that
part of the addregs of His Excellency, which indicates briefly that the fooq
scarcity’in - the'Stage o due to the natural calamity and other difficulties
beyond the contro] of Government — ““During the financial year 1950-51,
the State haq ¢ face a series of unusual calamities. We had the great
carthqualfe of August Jast We had unprecedented floods in its Wé'lke. Com-
munal disturbayceg had their effect on production. And lastly the insect pests
took their share of our crops. Tt has been estimated that the crop vyield ag
compared with 'the previou}s) fnancial year (1949-50) has gone down by as much
as 4,41,500 tong (in‘terms of rice) owing to lands recmaining fallow or hayiy
been rendered Unfit”for cultivation and because of damage to standing S LopE,
As soon as we 8ot these figures we moved the Government of India to give g
20,000 tons of rice angd whgeat roducts to build up a stock so that we may
feed the People of the ra.tic:.ncclp areas and the people of the tea Industry,
As a matter of fact our commitments have also increased. There hag been
an increase of Population to ahbout one crore in place of 85 lakhs. Besides,
there are more an 5 lakhs of refueees in this State and we have to fee(_i them, 15,
addition, 2 Jakhg of people Iiving in the hills bordering on Pakistan who
used to get rice from pakigtan before, are to be supplied with rice now. Thege
are the factorg which clearly indicate how difficult the problem is and y},¢
efforts we are Making to deal with this difficult problem. As indicated above,
there 1s a Shortage of about 4 lakhs tons of rice, and we have been Moving the
Governiaent of Indj, to help us with food grains. AsSatq 1s not low a surplus
State 1n tf}ﬁ Mmatter of f50q ‘grains and therefore it is not in a position to export
any quantity of rice tq any other States. In fact, last year we had to export 75
thousand tons but aftep exporting abut 16,000 tons we stopped e§p§r1t,- in order
to feed our people,  There js some impression that Assam is not helping in the

—
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matter of food supply to other parts of the country. I have, however, shown that
ce under the present

Assam is mot in a position to export any quantity of ri 1
circumstances, rather we are in great need of foodgrains from outside. Asa

matter of fact, the Government of India have made an allotment of 24,000 tons of
wheat products for the current year on our representation. The avilable surplus
from the Manipur and Tripura States has also been allotted to'us and ‘they are
in the process of coming. We are not only depending on the resources o.f Assam,
but we are making every effort to get foodgrains from outside this State,
consistent with the need of other States. We are to think of other States also.
We cannot* be selfish in a matter of such vital importance. The Government
of India also approved of two barter deals with East Pakistan for 50,000 maunds
of rice in exchange of 25,000 tons of Assam coal, and these are in the process O
execution. The hon. Members will he pleased to know that as a result
of our persistent demands, 5,000 tons of rice and 1,000 tons of wheat products
have been allotted to us for the current month and they are in the process of
It is expected that similar allotments will also be available
for a ‘few months more. ‘As a Ttesult “of the recent Indo-Pakistan Trade
Agreement, we have received intimation that a considerable quantity of’ rice and
wheat products out of the ready stocks of East Bengal may be available to
this State. It is expected that Assam would get an additional ‘quantity of at
least 20,000 tons. The heaviest commitments in respect of the tea gardens ' are
the tea gardens in Sibsagar and Dibrugarh areas, the monthly requirements 0

which is about 6,000 tons.

Thus it will appear that this Government ar
am as much foodgrains as possible from differen

Then, Madam, we have tried to distribute what we have got equitably among
the people. Besides the ration shops a number -of cheap grain shops have ‘heen
opened recently in many areas. The Government feel confident that if all our
expectations are fulfilled, both in respect of import as well as probable procure
ment, the food situation in Assam would be adequately met during the current

year.

transport to Assam.

e not leaving any stone unturned
t -SOurces.

to import into Ass

urement was not very. good, but I
I shall give certain figures: to justify
t -the monthly rate of 13,000 tons

Madam, Mr. Hardman said that proc
submit that procurement is fast improving.
my statement. We are mow procuring a
against our commitment of about 16,000 tons. It is expected that this rate ©
increase ;shall be maintained if .there is no dislocation of communication 'with
the setting in of rains. The recent rise in prices will also augment procurcmcnt
to a great extent. Moreover when the people will know that huge quantities 0
foodgrains are coming into this State they will naturally part with their surplus
paddy, I hope hon. Members will also help us in this respect, so that it may
not be necessary for Government to resort to. the unpleasant Eluty of foreibly
seizing surplus stock in the different areas. It will be in the interest of the
cultivators also to part with their surplus stocks when prices are high from
Rs.9-12 to Rs.10-8, and these prices will not continue beyond the month ©
April {Dr. Emran Husain Chaudhuri:—Is that the controlled price ?). Yes.
It varies from Rs.9-12 to Rs.10-8 according to 3 zones. ;

‘Madam, apart from-our commitment to tea gardens and industrial areas
(W}‘:llch_ form two-thirds of our total commitment) this Government are
maintaining 237 Ration Shops in six statutory rationed areas at Dhubri, Gauhati,
Dibrugarh, Tinsukia, Karimganj and Shillong and the monthly issues for .these
il;opsbar: more: then 42,000 maunds. In addition, Madam, 149 Cheap Grain Sheps
48};& le n [_Opcnlegi for urban areas and 328 such shops for rural areas, totalling

shops for which more then 45,000 maunds of rice are issued by Government
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monthly. We will open more such shops, if necessary, to feed the deficit areas.,
That is our programme. We connot allow any part of the country to go without
food, that is our aim. I hope the hon. Members will help us and persuade the
ctultivators, the middlemen and the big landlords to part with their hoarded
stock. Of course for big hoarders and middlemen we have instructed the
Procurement Department and the Deputy Commissioners to seize the hoarded
stocks immediately and to prosecute the hoarders wherever possible

...... beseaa

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: On a point of information, Sir,

What have Government got to say about selling of rice at 11 seers toa
rupee at a number of places in the Jorhat Subdivision ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: T did not say_lhat we had
been able to open Cheap Grain Shops in all the deficit areas. E}ur‘wnl.nn a short
time we have opened as many as 487 cheap grain shops for distributing rice at
controlled rates. With the improvement of procurement we will open such
shops wherever necessary.

These are; Madam, some of the measures that we have taken for egmta_!ale
distribution and procurement of foodgrains. The C_ovcrnmcmoi India aiter
taking into consideration all relevant factors fix the price structure over which
the State Government have no control.

The distribution of controlled commodities is the respt_msibi]ity of l_he State
Government. And in that regard this Government have tried to do their utmost
as I had enumerated before. Government, as the hon. Members know, are alsg
distributing sugar and salt at controlled rates. Further, the hon. Members know
that mustard oil and pulses are not controlled commodities, but they are very
essential for our people. This Government, therefore, persuaded the Govcrnngent
of India to permit us to prohibit export of mustard oil and mustard seeds from
this State. We apprehended that the prices of mustard oil and mustard Secc!s
would shoot up with decontrol and we moved the Govcrnmcqt of India to permit
us to prohibit export of these commodities. _At the same time we  encouraged
everyone to bring mustard seeds from outside Assam so that we may have
sufficient supply within the province for distribution according to needs.

Then, Madam, I come to cloth, yarn, cement, etc. All these things have
to be imported into our State. As the hon. Members know due to strikes and
shortage of cotton the production in the textile mills had gone downp
considerably.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: Is the Hon’ble Chief Minister
aware of the fact that large quantities of cloth have been exported from the
country ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Import and ﬁxPé’rt licenses
are issued by the Government of India, and we have no handinit. But I say
statement in the Hindusthan Standard that export has been stopped now.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: My point is that in spite of the
difficult cloth situation due to strikes and cotton shortage, why should the Govern-
ment of India have thought it fit to allow export of large quantities of cloth ?

o I R
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The Hom’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Itis difficult for me to say
because I have not got all the facts before me to be able to state under what
circumstances the Government of India did allow export. But when the Govern-
ment of India realised the difficulties they prohibited export. Asa matter of fact,
they are now thinking of taking away the right of the mill owners 1o
distribute one third of the production of the mills. The Government of India
are thinking of taking away that right on account of this shortage
of cloth and yarn throughout the country. I do not know what
orders will be passed by the Government of India in this matter. But as a matter
of fact, in the matter of distribution of cloth and yarn our aim is to establish a
net work of co-operative societies throughout the State so that these co-operative
societies may equitably distribute cloth and yarns in their respective areas at con-
trolled rates,

Salt is readily available and at very reasonable price. There is no difficulty
in this respect.

As I have said, we have made all efforts to meet the situation in the face of
many difficulties. Even the hon. Mover of this amendment also has not been
able to point out where we are erring and how such error can be rectified.
Therefore, Madam, in view of these efforts as I have narrated, my submission is
that this amendment is not justified and not reasonable. Hon. Members are no
doubt aware of the problems that are facing the country. I appeal to
all hon. Members to realise that the problem of feeding the people and to
give them cloth to wear, is a difficult problem which can only be solved
with the wholehearted co-operation of all parties and people. I seek the co-
operation of my hon. Friend in the solution of these problems facing the State.
Let my Friend, Dr. Emran Husain Choudhury, point out where are the defects
and how to improve them. I assure him that his suggestions will be taken into
consideration. The suggestions of Mr. Hardman in connection with certain
roads and other things will be taken into consideration.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : It is now 3 o’clock. Is it the sense of the House
to sit for some time more ? 2

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI : Yes, Madam, I will finish in
about 10 minutes,

Now, as regards the road to North Lakhimpur and other grj -
ward by Mr. ngdman, efforts are being made to keep o pcgnleglaigei agut %;t
financial limitations always stand in the way. Hon. Menmbers have seen that
there is a budget deficit and whatever money is available it has to be distributed
according to the urgency of the situation. We are conscious of the importance
of removing the difficulty of communications to North Lakhimpur II; fact I
have been feeling that it will not be possible to connect North pLai;him ur by
road with the rest of the State during the rains as I apprehend floods spcciaﬂ)’
after the recent earthquake, and for this reason I tried to connect North Lgkhim-
pur by air. I may inform the House that at our réequest an air strip has been
constructed by the Government of India at Lilabari and this air sg'ip is now
ready even for landing of Dakotas. Iam quite sure that the Government of India
will soon issue instructions to connect North Lakhimpur by a Scheduled Air service.

During the last earthquake we suffered a gr .
with North Lakhimpur even By A great deal because we had no connection
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It is ‘also very  difficult during the rains to cross ovér to Pasighat from the
other side, and at our initiative the Government of India have constructed land-

ing strips in Pasighat and Sadiya also so that these places can be reached by air
in times of emergency.

We have moved the Government of India to send Experts to help . us in find-
ing ways and means as how to prevent and coentrol the floods of these two great
rivers, viz., Brahmaputra and Subansiri. The Experts who came were of the
opinion that it will not be possible to take any measure bel(')r‘e tne rains to control
or prevent the floods from the Brahmaputra and the Supans[n, and therefrre we
must be prepared for that contingency. To meet the situation a large numbcr_ ol
country boats will have to he kept ready for shifting the people from arcas which
are likely to go under water to safer zones. A large number of boats will also be
needed for rescue work and for carrying rescue workers to the a{"f'cqtcd arcas with
necessary commodities for relief. For  this purpose we hayc mstructed the
Deputy Commissioners, Subdivisional Officers and Political Officers concerned to
keep themselves ready with necessary arrangements to meet the situation if there
be floods in their arcas, From preliminary reports received ‘from the Expert
Committee three or four days ago, I can tell the hon. Members that there is appre-
hension ‘of high flood in those areas and they suggested construction of embank-
ment in Sadiya and Dibrugarh and other measures as a short term measure, I am
however afraid that it js doubtful if these measures can he completed within
such a'short time ag cnough labourers may not be available.

Taking all these fact
vernment efforts
not face the di
ability.

s into consideration, I am afraid ‘that in spite of Go-
> hard days lic ahead of us. But that is no 1 eason why we should
ffizulties courageously, We must face them to the best of our

As my Friend, Sy
ing those unfortunate
bank and th
Code in co

ijut Phookan says that some persons are responsible for send-
people to Dhemaji for relief of the‘ distressed on the other
at those persons are liable under section 304A of the Indian Penal
nnection with boat-disaster.

Srijut NILMAN] PHOOKAN: My complaintis that these boats were not
actually registered under the Navigation Act and that these dug-outs with engineg
should be registered and certified before they were allowed to ply. I know thay
those private hoatg were not being done so and if such boats were used by some

official, then that. official will come under that section.

The Hon’ble §ri: MEDHI: I bave mayself heard a]] the
facts. If my Friend Sr:f;:tt lé)l;l:? Ilgjlf{n?x Das and his Friends were forced by some
officer to go againgg their will then of course we can blame ‘that officer. By,
these Congress gentlemen were all adults bent on a mission of mercy. ' P cople in
a mission. of mercy do not <care for risks involved in such mission. In ‘that Spirit
those gentlemen in spite of the fury of the Brahmaputra started- on their mission
of .mercy ; who can prevent them from going ? = I'do not-understand how e
Deputy Commissioner or any officer could prevent them.

Srijut NILMANI PHOOKAN : My point is that those boats should not haye
been allowed to ply and

*estsosenns 0

The Hon'ble Srijut ‘BISHNURAM MEDHI: But I am not yielding
Madam, because I have heard the facts. If some persons decided to go on a
mission of mercy, how can the Deputy: Commissioner prevent them and..

svsane e, sees
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Srijut NILMANI PHOOKAN":' I did not raise that point.

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: But that is - the implication
of my Friend’s arguments. These bold youngmen who sacrificed their lives for the
elief of distressed humanity set a high and noble example ‘to: the country. We

are all proud of them. The country is proud of them.

Srijut NILMANI PHOOKAN:: On a point of order, Madam. I do not
dispute that. I agree with the Hon’ble Chief Minister about their sacrifice and I
know that ; in fact I am proud of my nephew who was one of them, but he should
not have met with this fate but for those unlicensed boats which were allowed to
ply and those boats were requisitioned by the officer- without making proper in-
vestigation whether they were safe ornot.. I am sorry the Hon’ble Chief Minister
has missed my point. He knows that ; as a lawyer he ought not to have ‘missed

that point.

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: The driver had a license and
as a matter of fact the boat was not requisitioned. -Such unhappy accidents
always happen. Some people survive and some people do not survive. That is
why we do appreciate that they did not hesitate to face the danger of the storm
and the anger of the Brahmaputra current. My Friend will remember that after
the earthquake even a steamer had ceased to ply to Dibrugarh. Mr. Hardman
has said that they had to carry their goods to Neamati, they could not deliver
them at Dibrugarh. Even a launch if it were used would have run the same risk
and might have sunk aswell. T hose young men went to save some people and
in doing so they lost their lives. We should emulate this noble example which

should inspire our youngmen. .
I can assure the House that all constructive suggestions will be taken into

consideration.

Srijut NILMANI PHOOKAN : I raised this question of boat disaster. I am
sorry the Hon’ble Chief Minister has missed my point of view and he was giving
me a sermon. One of the victims is my nephew and I do not think he needs tell
me that the sacrifice of these people we are not appreciating. - However, when he
has missed the point, I will make him satisfied with facts and ﬁgu;es either

publicly or privately, if he wants.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order: Order: What does the hon. Mover of
the Amendment intend to do ? : : = 4

- Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: I hope I have a right to reply.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : No, not in the amendment i
withdraw the amendment or press for it. + He' could eitheg

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY:' In®the cit :
1 have no other option but to beg leave of the House to withg?;]«f talr;cgsr,ne];\]/{ja;g:ﬁi
(The Amendment was, by leave of the House, withdrawn )

Tflrlﬁa]tm; rIisT ch,fPlEAfi{dE?s: bNOW I put the main question. The question is:
ul address be o T
Assam as follows p__ i Pr€S§nted to His Ez.cech cy the  Governor of

«your Excellency,
We the members of the Assam Legislative Assembly assembled in this session

o= o——
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MEMBERS’ BUSINESS DURING THE BUDGET SESSION
: OF THE ASSEMBLY

offer our humble thanks to Your Excellency for the most illuminating speech
which Your Excellency has delivered to this House’.”
The Motion was adopted.

Statement 7¢: Course of Private Members® Business during the Budget
Session of the Assembly

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : T shall now make the statement regarding Private
Members’ business during this session. - ‘g
In pursuance of Rule 18 of the Assam Legislative Assembly Rules, T her eby
allot in consultation with the Hon’ble Chief Minister the following days for
Private Members’ business during the present session of the Assam Legislative i
Assembly :—

Saturday, the 17th March )
Bills, Motions and Resolutions,

Thursday, the 29th March

Private Merabers’ Motions and Resolutions will also be taken up, if time
permits, on the following days, after disposal of Government Business of thgge
days :(—

Monday, the 19th March, Tuesday, the 20th March, Thursday, the 224 ;
March, Saturday, the 24th March and Tuesday, the 27th March. :

T'his order shall be subject to my revision, if necessary, from time to time,

i,

Adjournment

I ————

51Thc Assernb]y was then adjourned till 10 A.M., 0D Monday, the 12th March
1951.

DATED sumLrong : R. N. BARU?[,
tary, Legislative Assembly, Assqpy,.
The 27th April, 1951, ey :

—— ———1

Shillong, the 27th April 1951

CORRECTION SLIP T Ty ISLATIVE ASSEMBLY PRO.
CEEDINGS OF THE, g1 hffﬁé% 195, PUBLISHED IN PART VI
OF THE ASS4M G42ETTR DATED THE 18TH APRIL 1951,

M_ﬁ-*-»v-- -

o,
e e

(1) Delete the words < Cons s o in line 3 against the
: : .. ~0nsumer Goods ** occurring in Il
portfolio of the Hon’ble Srijyy Motir Bo r:‘ g

(2) After the word ¢ ete, » at folio against the Hon’ble
Srijut Ramnath Das, insert the wordy e e, 00 110 PO 0 e Goods ”.

R. N. BARUA,
Secy., Legislative Assembly, Assam.
A, G, P (L.AG) NO.‘/S!—-I!Q—IOSOIDSI,
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