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Proceedings of the Third Session of the Assam Legislative Assembly
assembled under the Sovereign Democratic Republican
Constitution of India

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong at 10 AM., 6h
Thursday, the 22nd March 1951.

PRESENT

The Hon’ble Srijut Lakshesvar Borooah, Speaker, in the Chair, the Seven
Hon’ble Ministers, the three Deputy Ministers and Thirty-seven Members.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
STARRED QUESTIONS
(To which oral answers were given)

Publicity Department

\

Srijut BHADRA KANTA GOGOI asked »

#4, (a) Is it a fact that Government have decided to abolish the post of whole-
time Director of Information and Publicity for reasons of financial difficulties and

as a measure of economy ? i
(b)) Have Government decided to run the Publicity Department without

a Head, or do Government intend to re-organise it on a new basis with a perma-

nent incumbent at its helm ?
¢) Will Government be pleased to state their plan and intention about

the future of the Publicity Department ?

Srijut MAHENDRAMOHAN CHOUDHURY (Deputy Minister)
replied ;

4. (a)—Yes.
(b)—No. The Secretary, Appointment Department has been appointed

FEx-officio Director of Information and Publicity as a temporary measure pending
re-organisation of the Department on a sound footing. '
() —The matter is still under consideration of Government.

Srijut BHADRA KANTA GOGOI: 32 f& «@rhfie? 4R a1 @, SSafag

-

Director of Publicity 3 Wi 7¥® Witg |  (¥aa Jdteiserz post (1 abolish
o aifg | e @fon viei 77 77 cefen aite) |3 «frq Relel R ?

Srijut MAHENDRAMOHAN CHOUDHURY (Deputy Minister): 2[7¢[1-
Sqg frarg czeg 727 | |
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: or<igas aiite? firg (3 fierilal ai€ -
wigg Ftacd W30 TII1T fwm C=ew |

Srijut BHADRA KANTA GOGOI: «% +%3 creation 3t abolition 3 13td
w5ITS QR T AT &gy zfemte o i
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Srijut MAHENDRAMOHAN CHOUDHURY (Deputy Minister) : 55i3 ol
AT AT e | :

gif¥3Ts permanent =3 2fFg 2

. Srijut MAHENDRAMOHAN CHOUDHURY (Deputy Minister) : =43i7 5
o} 7 Gty | PIetz pESica f[Rrasm =f3 sla @ ZEiw = wfEa @ifis o
=Tt | T

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
(To which answers were laid on the table)
Public Works Department temporary Divisions and their Staff
Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY asked : NG

78. (a) How many temporary Divisions are there under the Public Works
Department, Assam ?
() Whether any Division was made permanent within the period
1942-50 ?
(¢) If so, when was it made permanent ?
(d) Is it a fact that Lower Assam Embankment and Drainage Division
has been made permanent?
(¢) When was the Department created Iy
(f) Is it a fact that in Jorhat Divisicn Office Assistants have been serving
for 10 years as temporary Assistants as a resuhi of which the creation of 25 per
cent. Upper Division Assistants could not be given effect to in their cases ?
Is it a fact that in Jorhat Division Lower Division Assistants have
been serving for the Jast 10 years in a temporary capacity ?
(k) Isit a fact that in permanent Division, Office Assistants with fewer
service than those of a temporary Division have been made permanent ?
(#) Do Government propose to make the Office Assistants serving under
temporary Division permanent ?
) Is it a fact that temporary Assistants are entitled to leave upto one
month only whereas permanent Assistants are allowed leave upto 3 months ?

k) Is it a fact that temporary Assistants are deprived of advance of
a5 House Building Advance, Cycle Advance, ctc. ? any

years of

kind such

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS replied :

78. (a)—7Ten.
(b)—Two, ziz-, Western Assam and Lower Assam Embankment and

Drainage Divisions.
: (¢)—In 1946 and 1945 respectively.

(d)—Yes.
(¢)—The Embankment and Drainage Branch (not Department) was
created in 1939
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(f) & (g)—Jorhat Division was started in 1942 and some of the tempo-
rary Assistants working continuously in that Division had rendered about 9 years
service, Creation of 25 per cent. Upper Division posts does not apply te tempo-
rary Divisions.

(h)—This is possible but definite information is not available here.
(i)—This is not possible until the Division is made permanent.
(j)—Yes.

(k)—Yes.

Dr. EMRAN .HUS‘AII.\I CH AUDHURY: With regard to No. 78(h) the
Government reply 1s—° This is possible but dzfinite information is not available
here” :

May I know if the Government would make enquiries about this ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS : If necessary we will make enquiries
about it.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: It is very necessary, Sir, that
enquiries shouid be made.

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: But how the hon. Member will
be benefited by this, Sir ?

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: I do not want to see any anomaly
in any Department to remain uncorrected,

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: So Jongt atDeparmen e
temporary there may be such anomalies. Enquiries will be made, if necessary
for information. >

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY : The question is—

«Ts it a fact that in permanent Division, Office Assistants with fewer years
service than those of a temporary Division have been made permanent ?”’

This shows that there is some anomaly here because some people with fewer
years’ of service werc made permanent simply because they happen to be in a
permanent Division,

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: Yes, it may be possible.
Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY :

necessary.

That is why an enquiry is

The reply to 78(7) is—

¢«“This is not possible until the Division is made permanent’’.

May I know from the Government whether they contemplate making the
Division permanent ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: Yes, Sir, it is under consideration
of the Government.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: Many thanks, Sir,
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HercDII.‘ EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: The reply to 78(7) is ¢ Yes”
Fhan also another anomaly occurs which requires immediate rem JI Wil 3
on’ble Minister enquire into this and remove the anoma]yl 2 ey Vill the

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMINATH DAS: I

S 3 hav Irez . .
t?rnpo_rary_ D. ivision there may be some anomaly. and t]?ataalri:;i}; : said that in a
till this Division is made permanent. TS UL ELO AT

Issue of Kerosene oil to Dihing Kinar Co-operative Store
Srijut BHADRA KANTA GOGQOI asked: ™ Y

79. Will Government be pleased to refer to the replies gi :
mentary questions to Unstarred Question No. 31 ag)llgéi‘; g}?;entfﬁz tgiuSLtpple-
during the Budget Session of the Assembly, 1950 ( vide Assembly Debates csflgge}rl-
‘ IVI_arch, 1950 at pages 296-298) on the subject of issue of Kerosene oil to ?)'[ -
Kinar Co-operative Store and state the result of the enquiry made by Go:n;lrlrllg

ment ?
The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS replied:

79.—The Government had instituted an enquiry which revealed dishonest
on the part of the Store at least in respect of 33 tins of Kerosene ?
und that the then Manager and Salesman were responsible for the s oil,
d been removed and new Manager and Salesman appoimgglnie[;

dealings
It was fo

These persons ha 1 v 1
th the action taken against the dishonest staffit was not consj

their place. Wi :
to cancel the dealership of the Store. The Store had no fixed

dered necessary to ;
quota of Kerosene oil and it appears that ad-hoc allotments were made from

time to time in its favour and therefore there was no question of any “Special

Permit’’.

Sri BHADRA KANTA GOGOI: Unstarred Question No., 79—s[zai-
o7s cta 2 s «ifs[4 manager 9IF salesman T Gl MIT 7 wig 47 w0y
<% oiF 513 AgH manager 9t salesman facaisl F91 =g 1w I3 odis
atez Fafa ¥ &9 Az @ad atE WE T =g | (T, wAT)

'ble Sri RAM NATH DAS: 32 ¢7lf@) report 13 7z qwfs 51

The Hon
¢z ooty |
i KANTA GOGOI: i #91 gifd a¢
Sri gHADRA 1 i #eT 1 it @
iz wiffed afere o2 f@tce? Al | AR At g ansgz

@ F17 b4 2
9124 ol ~ Tz I czeg (voice oftal it 5% Tl 0FCR) | I% cead Al

@ =4 -
::g\;tati opef ctta AfRTAN | I AR AT 6T (T AGA A2 Sfg feaid w9

'ble Sri RAMNATH DAS: 3% fith report «itgrm), cr3acs
aqer manager ate salesman ficatt FfEeg | ATNT 0T el wox
< afs ; :
gﬁ% 5 AlE Tawalz IR qufa s, «fers 728 9T 3t enquiry 3 i |
35 @A 0T FF 519 AT | At T oIy s 597

The Hon

<t patz TR |
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General Election in the State of Assam

Prof. P. M. SARWAN asked : |

80. (a) Are Government aware of the public desire for an early General

FElection in the State of Assam ?
(6) Will Government be pleas
y : ed :

any section of the public who want delayt?n iﬁt% _“ lu?tllmEr] tl.ley ?arc avarc ol
(¢) If so, who are those ? : S R SR
(d) What steps have Government of Assam taken for an immediate

General Election in the State ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI Seplicls

80. (a)—Yes.
(6)—No.
(¢)—Does not arise,
d)—The superintendence, direction and control of the preparation of

(
the electoral rolls for, and the conduct of all electi g
[ 2 1A ctions to the St i :
are vested in the Election Commission under the Constitution ofa}id%;gmlamms
State Government has no control over the works of this Commission to :::lgedt‘he
ite

General Election.
Prof. P. M.SSA[R“(’}AN: In their reply to question 80 (d) the Gover
e State Government has no control in matters Concerllinrgnfl?t
e

stated that th -
Is this a fact ?

General Election.
The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Y S
follow the directions of the Chief Election Ce:gsmr;;;sigzeilles%hmatters
g ese are

we have to ;
we received from the Chief Election Commissioner.

the instructions
Prof, P. M. SARWAN: Will Government stat‘e what date th
ey haVe

posed to hold the elections ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: I think the
other questions with regard to this point. At the time of repl ire are some
questions, hon. Member will have opportunity of eliciting f‘ufghng to those
tion. I am not quite certain about the date, except that the Centerl Informa.
sed to hold the elections in November or at least in Dece;f:b Govern.

er next—_

ment propo )
that is the information we have received so far.

Senior Accountant in the Accounts .\Branch of the Textile De pa
x (0 "tment

pro

Maulavi ATAUR RAHMAN asked:

81. Will the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of Textile be pleased to stat

e name of the Senior Accountant in the Account R

the Textile Department ? S Branch of

(b) His present pay per mensem ?

(c) The date of his appointment in the Provincial Texti

) Office ? sule GOmmissioneras

e post he held in the office from which he was .

Accounts Branch ? Tecruited tq th
e

(¢) Th

(d) Th
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(¢) The capacity iq which he was first appointed in the office of the
Provincial Textile Commissioner ?

(f) The date of his promotion to the post of Senior Accountant ?

(g¢) Whether in order to _ascertain his capacity his character roll was
consulted at the time of his promotion to this responsible post ?

(h) Whether Government are aware that due to the inefficiency of the

Senior_A_ccountant, the whole Accounts Branch of the Textile
Commissioner’s Office is in a muddle ?

Srijat MAHENDRAMOHAN CHOUDHURY

5 (Deputy Minister)
replied :

81. (a)—Shree Hem Chandra Bhattacharjee.
(b)—Rs.260 per mensem.
(¢)—17th March 1949.
(d)—Accounts clerk in the office of the Deputy Director of Supply
(Accouma%—Accountant.
(f )—1st August 1949.

{g)—No. Promotion was made on his working record.
(h)———NO.

Mau'avi ATAUR RAHMAN: With reference to Questio:; No.81 ('g}, may

I know, Sir, whether at the time of giving promotion to an officer, itis not
necessary to consult his character roll ?

Srijut MAHENDRAMOHAN CHOUDHURY (Deputy Minister): Yes,
Sir, the character roll has been consulted.

Forest Inspection Bungalows
Raja AJIT NARAYAN DEB of Sidli asked: 1Y

82. (a) Will Government be pleased to state t'nc. designation of officers who
are entitled to occupy Forest Inspection ?unga]ou s R ]
mission of the Divisional Forest Officer ? pii )"

(b) Is it a fact that Members of Legislatlvc As§emb]y even when on duty
are not allowed to occupy such Bungalows without previous writtén e omnty
the Divisional Forest Officers ?

(¢) Is it a fact that Government officers other than Forest Officers and
s Cox:gmissmners arc ot allopred SOuse Forest Bungalows without previous

ission ¢
perm (d) In view of the present set up, do Government T
releyantulesto tetroys thelbanhon stic publxc’ public representatives and Go-
vernment officers of other Departments using the Forest Bungalows ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA replied -

82. (a)—Officers of the Indian and Provincial Forest Services, when on duty
the Deputy Commissioner and mpmbers of the Minority Commission are onl;;
entitled to occupy Forest Inspection Bungalows without previous written permis-
sion of the Divisional Forest Officer.
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(b)—Yes.

(¢)—Gazetted Officers of other Departments on duty may occupy Forest
Inspection Bungalows with the written permission of the Divisional Forest Officer
but the Deputy Commissioner of the District does not require such permission.

(d)—No. As Forest Officers must be sure of finding accommodation
when camping in their jurisdiction, it is necessary that all others wishing to oc-
cupy Forest Bungalows should give prior intimation in writing. Non-officials may
do so under condition mentioned in reply to Question (c) above, but the officials
on duty will have a preference over non-officials.

Nalbari Dhamdhama Public Works Department Road
in North Kamrup.

-

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked: * e

83. (a) Are Government aware that a serious breach has been caused to the
Nalbari Dhamdhama Public Works Department Road in North Kamrup by the
river Pagladia between the 3rd and 4th miles by its wild and violent currents
during the monsoons of 1947-48 and 1948-49 ?

(b) Will Government be pleased to state whether the Embankment and
Drainage Department has submitted to Governmeat an estimate with a plan of
preventive work to be undertaken against the breach ?

(¢) If so, whether Government have examined the Scheme and decided to
take steps to put the plan into action ?

(d) What steps Government are going to take to prevent the impending

calamity ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMMATH DAS replied :

83. (a)—Yes.
(b)—Yes.

(c) & (d)—A retirement for the Road ‘where it was eroded in mile 4 was cons-
tructed during 1949-50 and some protective measures are also taken which _had
prevcnted further damage al}d no immediate danger is apprechended. The
<ituation both in mile 3 and 4 is under watch and necessary action  to prevent
large scale erosion will be taken as necessary and feasible.

In view of the above the Embankment and Drainage Scheme has been kept
in abeyance for the time being.
Veterinary Assistant Surgeons serving under the Local Boards

srijut GAURI KANTA TALUEKDAR asked: _ 1%
g4, Will Government be plpmed to state—

(¢) Whether it 1s a fact that Government have sanctioned rent-free
quarters or house rent all_owances in lieu of rent-free quarters to
be provided to the Veterinary Assistant Surgeons whose services
are lent to Local Boards ?

(b) Ifso, whether this direction has been observed by the Local Bo‘ards
of the State (Stating the names of the Local Boards which have
allowed rent-free quarters or house rent allowances and the names
of those Local Boards which have failed to do so scparately) ?

(¢) Whether Government have received any representations from —any
Veterinary Asm_staut Surgeons complaining against any Local
Boards which failed to observe the said Government direction ?
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(d) If so, what are the names of those Local Boards ?

(¢) How do Government propose to compensate the agg
Assistant Surgeons where the Local Boards are
the above Government directive ?

rieved Veterinary
not carrying out

&

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR replied :

84. {a)—Government have sanctioned to all the Veterinary Assistant
Surgeons house rent allowance as admissible to- Sub-Assistant Surgeons of the
Medical Department. As regards the Veterinary Assistant Surgeons whose
services have been lent to the Local Boards their decision was that the
Local Boards should bear the expenditure on this account or provide
quarters,

respective
rent free

(b)—Gauhati, Nowgong, Sibsagar, Mangaldai and Dibrugarh Local
Boards have intimated their inability to provide rent free quarters to bear the
extra expenditure on account of house rent allowance in lieu qf rent-free quarters
for paucity of funds. The replies of other Local Boards are stiil due.

{¢)—Yes.
(d)—Reply to (b) above may be referred to.
(¢)—The matter is engaging the active consideration of Government,

Quality of rice supplied to people in rationed areas

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked : N

85. (a) Are Government aware—

(z) that there exist large quantities of paddy in the rice supplied to
the people in rationed areas ;

(i7) that due to this the consumers are put to unnecessary trouble
and inconvenience and that there occurs heavy loss of rice -
2

(z12) that this unhappy state of things can be casily avoided if the
rice mills of the State are compelled to use paddy shifter ?

(6} With a view to relieve the people from these troubles do Government
propose to direct some responsible officers of the Procurement Department ip
each Subdivision to inspect the rice mills and take severe measures against th

: : S D eSSl ose
mills which do not use paddy shifter ¢

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS replied :

85. (a) (i) & (it)—Government are aware of
their best to remedy matters.

(i1i) & (b)—Government agree to make enquiries for t

the position and are doing

- aking sui
actian, & table

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : Sir, in my question No, 85
(6) I enquired is whether Government pProposes to direct some rCSPOnsible
officers of the Procurement Department in each subdivision to inspect the rice
mills and take severe measures against those mills which do not use ‘paddy-shif-
ter’ but I have not got a clear answer to that question,  Will the Hon’ble Miniss
ter-in-charge make the point clear ? Thae
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The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: T have i
agree to make enquiries for taking suitable action. Bui;&%;idc thst Favcganicut
by calling for reports or by sending an officer. ghibcadoncicither

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Govern '

- ., = m < 1

there exists large quantities of paddy in the rice supplieflntt) t};]l;l; > adrm.tted f:hat

ed areas, After that, is it not necessary on the part oftl pe((;)ple Satsons

appoint immediately an officer to inspect whether the mills :S‘e ?:;?;gmené c}o
paddy

shifter or not.?

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: That I have already admitted
admitited.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: The Hon’b o
that he will make enquiries. Butmy question is tl?atlfhel?glh.lsteg has stated
necessity of making any enquiry because it has already been aclis absolutely no
Government in the previous question that the state of affairs is lzr:;éte‘fi ll}:{ the
esirable,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. Member
tion in a short sentence. € may put that ques-

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: My questi is w
Government has realised that paddy is found in larg?a qu!;‘?titlii;i\ﬂhet?‘?é =
n  the rice

supplied to the people in rationed areas ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Hon. Membey
there is a large number of mills in the State. Simply because Sgls know that
mixed up with some rxce.fo.und at _Shlllong or Gaubati, it is not me paddy is
say that a particular mill is respous;b.le. ] So naturally some sort OFP0551be3 to
necessary to ascertain which of the mills is responsible. enquiry is

s: 1t GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : Thatis wh
appc:'isx:.tlg:il to see which mill is responsible for this. y an officer should be

'ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: I think it j

the hon. Member that the mills are situated in different parts lgf ?Ilizo Slg:to s
to depute an officer means delaying the matter, and it would not be mor: s
nomic. It may be that officers who are in different localities may have an eco-
quiry, but it is_not necessary that one officer should be appointed to go round f}?;

whole State. It may also delay matters.

The Hon

Hajo-Nalbari Public Works Department Road in Kamrup District

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR  asked: « ol

: ment be pleased to refer to thei :
ill Gavern P iIr_reply to the Questioner’s

86. W
on No.9 at page 664 of the Assembly Debates of 28th September

Unstarred Questi
1950 and state—

(a) Whether they have made any provision for repai : _
of the Hajo-Nalbari Public Works DePartxgc,lft aﬁga érr_lgxic%vcment
district in the financial year 1951=52. in Kamrup

(b) If so, what is the amonnt allotted ?

(¢) If not, why not ?
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The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS replied :

86. (a)—Hajo-Nalbari section of the North Gauhati-Amingaon-Hajo-Nalbari
Road has not yet been included in any of the improvement programme but provi-
gion has been proposed to be made for its maintenance during 1951-52.

(b)—Funds for maintenance of roads are provided for in lump and allot-
ment to a particular road is made according to the requirement.

(c)—As the expenditure on this road under Post-War programme as
compared to other roads was not much, it was considered proper that its further

improvement should wait until other roads which were half completed or nearing
completion are completed.

Land Settlement Advisory Boards
Prof. P, M. SARWAN asked : N\

87. (a) Will Government be pleased to state for what purpose the Lang
Settlement Advisory Boards have been set up ?

(6) Whom do these Boards represent ?

(¢) Who represents the Indian Christians, tea garden and ex-tea gardep )
labourers on these Boards ?

(d) Whether Government propose to give representation to Indian Chyis.

tians, tea garden and ex-tea garden labourers on the Provincial Land Settlemen;t
Advisory Boards ? .

(¢) Whether Government are aware that numerous Indian Christians anq
ex-tea garden labourers are being overlooked by the existing Land Settlement
Advisory Boards in the State of Assam ? -

Srijut HARESWAR DAS (Deputy Minister) replied :

87. (a)—Land Settlement Advisory Committees have been formed to agsjgy
and advise the Deputy Commissioners or the Subdivisional Officers in the matter
of settlement of waste lands, particularly on the following matters ;—

(?) Reservation of areas and dereservation of reserves.
(#1) Settlement of waste lands in towns.

(717) Settlement of waste ]and_ in villages on co-operative,
or group basis or with political sufferers,

(iv) Planned settlement in general.
{2) Solution of the problem of rehabilitation of landless, flood affected

people, people with uneconomic holdings and people displaceq
rom or deprived of lands due to erosion, acquisition or requisition,

(2) Any helpful suggestions in expediting the above with
help the Grow-More-Food drive by settlement of land
ving persons.

. ()—The Boards represent public in general but not on communal or
sectarian basis. |

(¢)—Does not arise.

. (@)—Does not arise but Government have no objection to include any
deserving public leader,

(¢)—Government have no information. ~

.

P a0 T

collective :

a view to
with deser.
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ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE

Prof P.M. SARWAN : Will Government write to the Deputy Commis-
SIONers..........

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : It is a request for action.

Prof. P. M. SARWAN: Will Government see the expediency of writing
to the Deputy Commissioners of Darrang, Sibsagar and Lakhimpur for
recommending inclusion of some more people in the Land Settlement Advisory
Committees to take care of the neglected cultivators ?

Srijut HARESWAR DAS (Deputy Minister): These Committees are
working well. So Government do not see the necessity of writing to the local

officers.

Maulavi MD. MAKSED ALI: May I know whether a Land Settlement
Advisory Committee will be formed in the district of Goalpara for i
settlement of land ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : This is a new question,

Prof. P. M. SARWAN: The answer is that these Committees are working
well, but may I tell the Government that these Committees are not working

1?
= (No reply)

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: The reply to question No.87(d)
is ““Government have no objection to include any deserving public leader’’. In
view of this reply may Iknow from the Government whether they think it
desirablé®to include some more people on these Committees ?

~

Srijut HARESWAR DAS (Deputy Minister): Government have no
objection, but the proposal should come from the local officers such as Deputy

Com missioners or Subdivisional Officers.
Complaint r¢ non-receipt of replies to ceriain questions

Maulavi ABDUL HALIM: Mr. Speaker, Sir,on a point of informa.
tion. Long, long ago I sent some questions of urgent public importance and I do
not know what has happened to them.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Very well, I shall see to that,
Result of election to the Public Accounts Committee

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Order, order, I shall now announce the
result of the voting for election of members to the Public Accounts Committee
held on the 15th of March 1951, The following members are declared
elected : — '

Maulavi Abdul Halim.

Srijut Bhadra Kanta Gogoi.
Babu Kamini Kumar Sen.
Srijut Gauri Kanta Talukdar.
Mr. J. S. Hardman.

Dr. Emran Husain Chaudhury.

O\ W



492 DEMANDS FOR GRANTS [228D MAR.
Demands for Grants
GRANT No.38.
(Leoans and Advances bearing interest and not bearing interest)

The Hon’ble Srijut MOTIRAM BORA : Mr., Speaker, Sir, on the recom-
mendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, to move that a sum
not exceeding Rs.1,07,34,000 be granted to defray the charges which will come
in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1952, for the
administration of the head—*“Loans and Advances, etc.”’

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :

“That a sum not exceeding Rs.1,07,34,000 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st
March 1952, for the administration of the head—*“Loans and Advances, etc.”

There is no Cut Motion. I put the question.

The queéstion is :

“That a sum not exceeding Rs.1,07,34,000 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st
March 1952 for the administration of the head—‘“Loans and Advances, etc’.

The Motion was adopted.

GRANT No. 9.
(18-B and 68-B—Navigation, Embankments and Drainage Works)

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS : On the recommendation of His
Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir,to move that a sum not exceeding
Rs.12,81,300 be granted to defray the charges which will come in ~course of
payment during the year ending on the 31st March, 1952 for the administration
of the head—“18-B and 68-B.—Navigation, Embankments and Drainage

Works.”

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :

«“That a sum not excceding Rs.12,81,300 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March,
1952 for the administration of the head—‘‘18-B & 68-B.—Navigation, Embank-

ments and Drainage Works”. :
There is only one Cut Motion standing in the name of Maulavi Md. Nazmal

Haque.

Maulavi MD. NAZMAL HAQUE : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg, to move that
the provision of Rs.4,00,000 under Grant No.9 Major head—18-B and 68-B.—
Navigation, Embankments and Drainage Works, Minor head—C.—Maintenance
and Repairs at page 58of the Budget, be reduced by Re.l,i. e., the amount
of the whole grant of Rs.12,81,300 do stand reduced by Re. 1.

My intention to mowe this Gut Motion, Sir, is to criticise the Goverment
for their failure to overhaul the steam launch of Goalpara- Jogighopa ghat in a
ry dock.
dry Sir, Government will agree with me that they have made a blunder in
hasing a defective steam ferry at the time of purchasing it and Go-
vernment have committed another blunder by not sending it up for complete
repair in a dry dock. Recurring expenditure is being incurred, but no real repair
works are being done. The Hon’ble Minister holding the portfolio- of Navigation

once went to inspect this steam ferry in the year 1949.........

PUIC
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The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: On a point ofi i i
was not holding the portfolio of Navigation in the yearp19129.0 i 11 b

Maulavi MD, NAZMAL HAQUE : 1 mean the Hon’ble Minister who i
now holding the portfolio of Medical. He promised that he would see that ? h;S
steam ferry was repaired completely so that it would be in a perfect runnin de:‘
within a week. Three years have since passed but still this steam forry Las not
been put in proper order. This is I think a sheer neglect on the‘ art fYG : ng
ment and wastage of public money. If this steam launch or fer phfxdob over -t
for complete repair I think the amount of expenditure in connect;?)’n “".th tﬁzn. sen
could have been made up already. 1 want to warn the UOVernmentl S ,lfePta 1T
put into operation without complete repair it will not be plied for a lon - ti:nés
because repair will have to be done again. At the time of g ending ubl'é
money the Government should be more cautious that the expendil:urc d%é::s = (l)t
go to the detriment_oi the benefit to the ) public. The general opinion of the
public of Goalpara is that Government, in order to pacify the public, had bought
this steam launch as an exhibition. ) g

With these words, Sir, I move this Cut Motion for the acceptance of the

House.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKERO: Cuthotion moved :

«That the provision of Rs.4,00,000 under Grant No.9, Major head—18-B
68 B.—Navigation, Er-nbankments and Drainage Wo:fks, JMinur head.._érii
Maintenance and Repairs, at page 58 of the Budget, be reduced RSP t.he
apount of the whole grant of Rs.12,81,300 do stand reduced by Re.1” > 1€y

Maulavi MD. MAKSED ALI : Mr. Speaker, Sir, T wish to say only a few
words on this Cut Motion moved by an hon; Member from this side of the}i{ouse
Sir, the steamn ferry referred to by my hon. Friend jl‘lst now has been lying as use:
less at the Goalpara ghat for more than a couple of years and we have not yet
seen what progress the Government has made to ma:ke this steam ferry in proper
running condition. The people have to cross the river from Jogighopa to Goal-
para twice daily and on some days more than twice:. We feel much difficulty,
Sir, in crossing the river by the present power drlycn mar boats. On my way to
Shillong I saw this time how pe_ople were experiencing difficulties, because in
some trips we find even cattle being taken in those mar boats in spite of the pas=
sengers’ congestion which is already there. It will not be out of place to men-
tion here that during the summer season when the mighty Brahmaputra is in
high rising condition it is not at all safe for us to cross this deep river by the small
power driven boats which are plied now. So, Sir, T request the Government to
make early arrangement for replacing the present power driven mar boats by a
reliable steam ferry. 1 hope Government would please try to remove the long
felt difficulties of our people by placing a new and reliable steam ferry at the

Jogighopa-Goalpara ghat.
With these few words,

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS : Mr. Speaker, Sir, the steam launch
referred to by the hon Mover of the Cut Motion does not belong to this Govern-
ment; it was bought by the Central Government ax?d placed at our disposal to ply
on this ghat which is a national high way. Before it was purchased it was certified
by an engineer appointed by Ceneral Government. Therefore, Sir, my hon. Friend
over there cannot find fault with this Government for the purchase of this steam
ferry (Dr. Emran Husain Chaudhury: Government lacked interest in this case).
I am sorry, Sir, to hear the remark that at the time of purchasing it this Govern-

ment did not take any interest.

Sir, I support this Cut Motion.
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It is to be expected that when the Government of India. command;

sources get it certified before purchase, the launch should be inmorcll(ii-{lg Iltail;.g: fz::t
that after plying for some months it has gone out of order and it is under repair
now. As the launch belongs to the Government of India, they by sending their
experts do give us advice as to how it should be repaired. In their advice the
have not indicated at any time that this craft should be repaired in a dry docky
Neither it could be done by sending it through Pakistan border. Therefore, Sir,
I submit that for failure to repair this ‘Z’ Craft in dry dock, this Govcrz’lmcn’t
should not be blamed. We have been trying our best with our own Engineers
and they have been gomg all that they can. This is now under overhaul and by
the first week of April it will be put again in order. In the circumstances I
request the hon. Member to withdraw his Cut Motion. :

Maulavi MD. NAZMAL HAQUE : I beg leave of the House to withdraw
my Cut Motion.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Has the hon. Member leave of the House to
withdraw his Cut Motion ? (Voices—Yes—Yes.)

(The Cut Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn,)

I put the question.

The question is:

¢That a sum not exceeding Rs.12,81,_300 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March
1952, for the administration of the head—¢“18-B. & 68-B.—Navigation, Embank-
ments and Drainage Works.”

The Motion was adopted.

~ GRANT No.29

(56.—STATIONERY AND PRINTING).

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHNI_A: On the recom mendation of
His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move that a SUm not exceeq-
ing Rs.8, 58,300 be granted to defray the charges which will come in the course
of payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1952, for the admmistration

of the head “56.—Stationery and Printing”.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :

¢ That a sum not exceeding Rs.8,58,300 be granted to defray the o}
which will come in the course of payment durm:g‘ the year _ending on the agg]esi
March 1952, for the administration of the head *“ 56.—Stationery ang Printing »

There are no Cut Motions. So I put the question.

The question is:

« That a sum not exceeding Rs.8,58,300 be granted to defra
which will come in the course of payment during the year ep dingy oixhet lfehal‘.;‘g]es
March 1952, for the administration of the head “56.—Stationery and Printing” &

The Motion was adopted.
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GRANT No.4
(9.—STAMPS)

The Hon’ble Srijut MO FTRAM BORA: On the recommendation of Hi
Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move that a sum not exceedi is
Rs.69,200 be granted to defray the charges which will come in course of ing
ment during the year ending on the 81st March 1952, for the admi“iStratiogayz‘
the head ¢ 9.—Stamps . o

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Motion moved:

¢ That a sum not exceeding Rs.69,200 be granted to defray the ch .
will come in course of payment during the year ending on the y313t Nf‘;ic; “il;lsc;
for the administration of the head ¢¢ 9.—Stamps *°. >

There is no Cut Motion. So I put the question.

The question is:
¢« That a sum not exceeding Rs.69,200 be granted to defray the cha X
will come in course ¢f payment during the year ending on the 31st M?;ﬁ]"i'glsczh
2

s 33

for the administration of the head ¢ 9.—Stamps” .
The Motion was adopted. i

GRANT No.33-B.
(64-C.—PrE-PARTITION PAYMENTS)

The Hon’hle Srijut MOTIRAM BORA : On the recommendat; :
Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move that a sum noihg;-lcgé'dliir:s
Rs.10,000 be granted to c%cfray the charges which will come in the course of pa %
ment during the year ending on the 31st March 1952, for the administratj OS Ef
the head ¢¢ 64-C.—Pre-Partition Payment .

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Motion moved :

¢ That a sum not exc-:ceding Rs.]O,_OOO be granted to defray the charges which
will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March
1952, for the administration of the head “‘64-G.—Pre-Partition Payments »,

There are no Cut Motions. So I put the question.
y

The question is:

¢«That a sum not exceeding Rs.10,000 be granted to defray the charges which
will come in the course o_f payment during the year ending on the 31 s% ﬁa;zh
1952, for the administration of the head “64-C.—Pre-Partition Payments’’,

The Motion was adopted.
GRANT No.33-C.

(XLVI-A.—RoaD TRANSPORT ScHEMES— WORKING ExprnsEs)

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: On the recomme i :
Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move that a Sumni?)t;ogx c(;i; dli_rluls
Rs.54,25,500 be granted to defray the charges which will come in the course ng
payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1952, for the administration of
the head “XLVI-A.—Road Transport Schemes—Working Expenses”.

T —

Saaas = 2B
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :

_“ That a sum not exceeding Rs.54,25,500 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 3lst
March 1952, for the administration of -the head “XLVI-A.—Road Transport
Schemes—Wcrking Expenses .

There are no Cut Motions. So I put the question.

The question is:

_ ¢“ That a sum not exceeding Rs.54,25,500 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course cf payment during the year ending on the 31st
March 1952, for the administration of the head ¢“XLVI-A.—Road Transport
Schemes—Working Expenses .

. The Motion was adopted.
GRANT No.3

(8.—ExcisE)

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, on the
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg to move that a
sum not exceeding Rs.8,17,400 be granted to defray the charges which will come
in course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1952, for the ad-

ministration of the head ‘‘8.—Excise .

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :

¢ That a sum not exceeding Rs.8,17,400 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st
March 1952, for the administration of the head ‘8.—Excise’.”

There is one Cut Motion standing in the name of Mr. Hardman.

Mr. J. S. HARDMAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that the tota]
of Rs.8,17,400 under Grant No.3, Major head 8.—Excise, at page 43 of

e i.2., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.8,17,400

the Budget, be reduced by Re.1,
do stand reduced by Re.l.

My object of moving this Cut Motion is to raise a general discussion, Sjr.

. We are not supporters of a policy of liquor prohibition but we consider that
Government have a definite responsibility to do everything in their POWer to mitj.
gate the evils of drink. The income which the Government are denymg from
this source is rising from year to year. Frem the Bu?g]c{:t Memorandum fo,
1951-52 we find that in 1947-48 the income was '1'{5.5?1 la hs 32 thousand ; in
1948.49, it was Rs.68 lakhs 60 thousand ; in 1949-50, the income was Rs.71 Tl
62 thousand ; in the revised It 1s still hlghexi, dvzz.., 72 lakhs 74 thousand.
While it is true that the Budget figure shows a sma 1 de.clme of some 3} lakhs, |
feel certain that having regard to the Erevaﬂmg trend in the past, Government i

will be lower during the current year and

ot correct in stating that the figure wi _
jrildging by the trend of past actuals it is safe to estimate that a sum of RAloaas
76 lakhs will be obtained in the current year from the sale of country spirit.

In the Budget speech given by the Hon’ble Finance Minister a reference yea

made to a number of measures which (_}O.V criment faveytaken jio Reduce | cons
impression is or this is confirmed by the figures contained j

that income from liquor is on the increase, and Governm ;?

consumption have not been conspicuously st.mf:.esseslf}ulS

sumption, but our
the Memorandum,
efforts to reduce

(Hear, }zaar.)
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There was some discussion, I think, during the course of the year in rogard
to the measures which might appropriately be taken to curtail the consumption
of liquor. One of the suggestions which was considered at the time was the
closing of liquor shops on pay days and the day following pay days in the case of
industrial labour, and this, according to the information I have received as I did
not attend the meeting personally but a representative of the group was there,
this arrangement was supported by the Committee appointed by Government. I
am not aware, however, that there has been any closing of liquor shops on T
days and on the day following pay days, and in point of fact, during the course of
my tours I have frequently seen drunken persons on the road side, and it seems that
effective control of sale of liquor has not heen taken. We would ask (BRS serLis
what action is proposed to be taken by Government in regard to the stoppage of
sale of liquor on pay days and the subsequent day. I believe, this SE G
been in force in the industrial areas in Calcutta and has proved effective. Once
the wage-earner succeeds in getting his money safely into his wife’s G L o o
rely upon his wife to see that he is not exposed to the temptation of spending his
money in liquor, which will be diverted to objects more conducive to the pros-
perity of the family. This is, we feel a2 measure which urgently needs the close
attention of Government.

Government on the other hand, have taken particular merit in havin
advanced prohibition by taking certain steps to curtail the sale of foreign liquor.
Foreign liquor concerns only a relatively unimportant section of the residents in
India. In fact the figures show that the income from foreign liquor is steadily
diminishing ; from Rs.12 lakhs in 1947-48, the income declined to Rs.10 Talhs
in 1948-49, to Rs.9 lakhs in 1949-50 and Rs.8 lakhs in the Revised. There ST
very steady decline in the trend of consumption and therefore, we see little reason
why further vigorous measures to curtail consumption of this spirit which pa
the highest rate of tax should be taken. It has been taxed heavily both by the
Centre and by the Provincial Govermnent.

Another point which I think, merits the attention of the Government is that
a large number of foreigners, not merely those from the United Kingdom, take
foreign liquor in one form or another. It has been recognised by all countries
that tourist traffic is important. Some countries, notably, SWitzerland, depend
almost entirely on tourist traffic. It is, therefore, undesirable that Government

should adopt measures which tend to inhibit tourists from touring this country.

Assam can secure some measure of prosperity by offering facilities to tourists T
other parts of India and from outside and we thmk. thata more libera] policy in
providing refreshment will do much to attract tourists without Materially harming
Government’s policy of progressively reducing liguor consumption.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Cut Motion moved :

“«That the total provision of Rs.8,17,400 under grant No.3, Major head—
8.—Excise, at page 43 of the Budget, be reduced by Re.l, i.e., the amount of
the whole grant of Rs.8,17,400 do stand reduced by Re.1.” "

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: 1\/[1‘. Speaker, Sir’ _[am thank-
ful to the European Group, particularly to Mr. Hardman for raising a dis-
cussion on Excise. I do not think I should repeat what I have said already

rather elaborately on a p're_vious. occasion as to the policy of the Government
in the matter of total prohibition in Assam.

This policy has not yet been fully ll;ﬂplf:m_ented, Tn 1948 circumstances
forced, Mr. Motiram Bora, now the Hon’ble Finance Minister of the State
to rise in his seat and make a vehement protest against Government’s
miserable failure in this very important matter—I should say—vital matter



i
14938 DEMANDS FOR GRANTS [228D Mar. {

~concerning the ‘health of the people in the Province. In addition to whatI
said, Mr. ‘Bora wanted total prohibition. Now, I leave the whole thing to
the judgment of my Friend over there.

From the figures quoted by hon. Mr. Hardman from the Memorandum,
we find that there has been an yearly increase in the revenue from sales of
liquor, although this vear it has been reduced to Rs.68 8 lakhs.

Sir, we all know to the adverse effect liquor has on the healih of the people—
-society and nation. In our country it is never taken in adequate dozes.
1f it were consumed in the way the people of Europe and America comsume
it, T would have no objection to the continuation ofits use, But it is never done
so. Government may allow foreign liquor for some little time longer as the
consumers of it constitute a small section of the community. What I do pro-
pose is that Government should take adequate steps in launching their total
prohibition scheme in the whole State. If you are wedded to total prohibition—
and that is the policy of the Government as stated on different cccasions—do it
as early as possible. Sir, during the regime of Herbert Hoover, the Republi-
can President from 1928-1932, there was prohibition of liquor in America and
the people of America wanted to sce the success of this total prohibition, but
when subsequently Mr. Roosvelt came to pcwer the previous decision came
to be reconsidered. Whatever the people of America or of other countries of
Europe may do in this respect, we the people of East, 'spema]]*,i of I_ndla are of
the opinion that Government do take very early steps in the direction of laun-
ching this important scheme of theirs. With regard to country liqucr, a state-
ment is to be found at page 16 of the Mcn.loran.durn of the Budget whmh‘ says—
““Country Spirit—The increasc in the revised is due to the Assam Distillery

: ly country spirit throughout the State while the

being in a position to supp 1 , ! 1
dccrgase in Fhe Budget as compared with the revised is due to anticipated

2 i i onomic ¢ 1t i
' Jesser revenué on account Of deterioration of economic condition of consuming
public.”

This means that Government arc¢ SOrry that they are getting less
not because of their scheme but because of the deterioration of the economic
condition of the people over W

hom they are ruling.
Srijut BIMALA PRASAD CHALIHA: Is it mentioned that they are
sorry for that ?

_ IN CHAUDHURY : It apgears they_‘:ls.rc sorry. It
: IDr};_ E}?{Mgéljfrﬁlgstf\he language and in the Memorandum. Sir, T have fu]]
18, think, b what has bcen stated by Mr. Hardman, but with regard to
sympathy wit b Government is wedded to the policy of total prohibition
country liguor as the put it into practice. I want, Sir, that

; : to
they should take immediate steps R i o T Hre s
cyctye oD Member of this HOuSn bV;OMr. Hardman would be Supportgd }g;

: nce : Y
Cut Motion as has been adva ared to  withdraw it il adequate assy,.

n may be Prep : ko ]
cvcryﬁgdgivcyr{hgaﬁzﬁgn wou);d be taken .in the direction Ihave indicated,
ance

Srijut HEM CHANDRA HMEARI;41 o IImlr"{t\hr oA eledia, Ay
y trv liquor wi¥ Foreign liquor T fATht wfseatet
Cﬁjﬂaﬁ S Coun ry q = CountrY hquor 9t rElg s Ty

ofare G4 CACA GIECHt 29 Al :
:F:ztgﬂtas Foreign liquor qivta 74 ’”‘Lc'ibﬁ-"l AL gat 72 1
For:ign liquor fAt@S @IS gicatsat Tl AT ARCet (@ Rewds Wz ey

: i R #9912 1 «fers Li Prohibi
% sfrg~ afre Foreign liquor 9 I\ quor Prohibi-
;?nt mﬁfg{ e FCA BT Il gAldl | 9lig ety (e pEIZ Aw
f 2w Ay 42BN TICAITE gal Ut GFlE @S 9l palz aw el
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91 fi g AAles 9% 23 AlfERd o ageies 3w R atg | Excise F=HIAT
¥ BAlR. AW CeAld T I FRY - Al 2wyl OR T zRETe 4 e oo
e ATs s Aat @ift el | eEEe R {ET aiIis giezSrat 312S
37 Coulr 0T G «F [FEiss fouds aft el ArER Ie wH AR | Excise
FTTpIT TFEd TioS IWF A 5AE A (AT I AREAEFT R RS A=A |
sia BAfX pAR A% oA FAl 31T e At SIS g FABIR AFA
vst Bfre 3ata Conveyance 7 ¥ 12 ; Conveyance 7 sfq frea
Fiatat slide paR aw teats tmyg AfE AT At 433 ceAiEl e @12 5% W
Fa Az 4f GfEea 1fRa Wi AfeF R pIRRT PER ki B o eI DRIA
gty 0@ | AT TACH T AT Excise staff 7 sitigz T3 @IS 3fz W%
A, olfscE oerElT fmrs Prohibition 7 < =33 cilaica 1 A
Fxcise - staff 7 ¥ ot TS 77 cdiatg A3t el A 3t aw @i @i IEEIS
dire. ©fq Flacd saica aw Fixae wtacd ety sg97a 97 aisyd s

18 SaFiaT Fagald St acs staff © & AT GEAAST AR (SETHAlFS
% Al s 2[pia 1Ay sar At et fheeed a1 22 55D ve Afom
aifi FrATe AfEE!, wF @it 353 A A afs Fwta ifga (12 (ofeata
o T I FEtads Acd 3F 9=19 T T8 9 | 9iF T €9l ofF Ftatd R-"?tfr
gieat gfza @t c2fga— | 3atq e <at @ w3 fFwcs 2aia afeatq el =il
st oztg, (1, @ifE @i FEHAei3 4w Al @i taadte =ity gafery 53ieT
ios @Ca ¢IN 07 el TR 4T w13 3fF [eIpm T |

(Voices—%T<F, &9F)

alfy Tt pasica @ Afes i _fHatad gfeats wtss Ffacg, 7 fF3rafas
wfsae zs 13 fAfge T =TS a1 #4 s | @ RS @R el afewsis o[
% Siglg A FA FI @it T i s[dithte f3wtm, Rule regulation
wf3ace pawiad oawd oA @Bt b A5T FfF f tzfem @ie 728 @i FfAblaR
& (= .1 v I €11 A S B et Recommendation fra

czfeg— (AT,
(>) fafez T qifscq 97 ANES Fce I fI@ TRA ;

(x) @ga A AUCS AP IpEa GfET T @HiT

e, «@@q AN GItete @t T el
(it wla e alaarFra Register maintain <31 Zeitfw | 5T wuw
fasy @ recommendation sy s okt @ cEml aw
At ey ZaE 2lFiA @, forw e GiRElss st aifpeeee |
abETel | Az A, e ta-gtee, W TdA WA R 3fm =23 «fwg | oiw
st IagerEE, Al d @F A wify W w=ea Wpats A
@ AFE, gt [T FiE, arFErt 9rF arFiecs fefv spa W Rl
aqa5a 4%, wabA  GE sieq ciFs G FfY TS AT AT AR R
3fs Fale oz sfacg | Alfecs, I3 miw Fase dfaws a9ag Sl TS
register AttF, ©fF FIACH HIFII w9 (Titaed 2iow w9 Afeet ;. 9te bR
fare gt FATF FEAACA BIFIAT ALY FlawAl |

(o) itz EEiRaY

~ recommendation
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- gife wify FiFig, @liE St 699 Toas  afifss winia aiw z@atss
ool z9ta fiwir Al At GiREies amEs | tHms Sifer Sy atam
<432 aifsT ; otz ifT A5 wtE7 43t gz AARE A o 9t T
Fi4qca A9 73 AfaT 1 @2 U v4FiCE, BIFIET FASIY wwAEtE plAT Alg
@bt I R Flars azm sfeas Faed for< fom wsim afy a3
St | 9T ATES W4 wiF [Ete 3  alTs wie [z amaa diste
T @iFE ffates o wiF o fTm o Gdh A1 wma @istia waE
fIatE T 3% AfFcae 7afd A48 TS w3Eie AzEEE oA @ 4w
@ AT ST A7 G 23, @iF A ERatET 48 gatafw ofag o country
liquor %57 (5 | 12 Ftacd EiFHfA=EiFs AT G FFAT  sraEtlm FH T
27, ©fF FAcd (IT bIFIRT ST A7 BiF WB QT |

Gl @bl FACT 9T gEime AT A fFMI AT A AT @iFiEg Azadig
fRAlst Aate s wzz BAwIT 7@ 12 Wk, Gfwe fFgatn wmza steos
(iIFTT Azawlat AtAcel aw «afs fAm @za 1 ciwiEE 9wEEE (settlement)
A37w, AT (FIT Bop 347 e T G ATF, (ST ANS  Tead  Flx

* @3] restriction {ARCA CICT (ICA WA AT A RIS INIW FfwA  pAFI
I 91394, ¥ GEle ST 7 At 42 79 oSS FRwA  pAFAT A2
G 7914 gara |

Srijut HALADHAR BHUYAN: (5112 75%F fwce (309 =3 2

Srijut HEM CHANDRA HAZARIKA :,., CETFJTD hylrfaag : f.%t":’T
T 39 citatfacae, afF corawal ATz “coel’ g Al Baids restriction
fRatsta swalfd 3@ Ft7 oA A, (R0 AT Gl =T |

Siq Pips Fif A= wamtg Jia =9 4fEe | it faatafd sfSals Tt
Sits prald czeg 3we, @iff AR gz A99 tfa - ApET u]t?faica I% @A T |
e Felce, 99 Atss RElST gg@ A9Ed AES ?ﬁﬁ"ja_ ABACT AT ©irq
@ttges |00 Ftf-AE -9, PEEaE! ?f-?n_siajr (Excise Depaftment 3
FEpIT Awd) A%cd Ab FEATT A I B _’T‘Q‘WTC"TT?H @A A |
Fttgz, 2 Mr. Hardman ¥ o3ty T 55 In’gla};' ca Asiofllatlgn =
Qi T RaEre apdiies  CplRgAlRT TN i3 mxclse _fstela waptay
e Aol FEATR Az S i fFaiafer T 5aFIAT A= A exqm

Azinefed wefd 9271 M Sl

4 wom w5 palaF i® g AIFNd w0 @, aherdny
f= ;ﬂ? ﬂ:j if?;m?f' g@gz;“?;:ma g At MRCA, fofo, @t wam Tz |
ﬁrézﬁ; E%t%ta At izee wrEiFal rdalE fasts j‘%rﬁﬁﬁ ’Tfffr jta ctateT i
ity . @9s @12 weA  (Rate SifFaE qifs 3fz <9 i f!_” 1014 CTT Ilgrdiy
msa "«Wz‘a gerel  @dq, FIE ftafda IAF AT 57, ST fafirgg

paFiaa g7 SiFgd Fq |

. M. SARWAN: Mr. Spcaker, Sir, hon. Mr. Hardr'nan has given us
ccrtali,:of:a\ﬁalg/lle Sfacts and figures and‘also some suggestions. The Government
ot do better than adopting some of those suggestions. Mr. Hardman has
ca‘f‘:ted out that consumption of foreign liquor has' _dlmunshed progressively : on
{Jt?é other hand, the consur_nption of country splrlt_has guadrupled. When the
British were the rulers of India the revenue from Excise did not go above 15 lakhs

of rupees, in fact it was sometimes very much below that figure. But now we
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find that the Excise revenue has gone upto 72 lakhs, i.e., it has more than quad-

rupled. The British, it seems, were better prohibitionists than the present rulers

in spite of the fact that prohibition is the key-note of their rule. ({A¢ the stage
the Honwble the . Speaker vacaled the Chair and the Deputy Speaker occupied it),
The present rulers are anti-prohibitionists and the consumption of country spirit
is on the increase in a geometrically progressive scale. If Government were alerg
they would find that in addition to the consumption of country spirit with

the knowledge of the Government, there is large scale of illicit liquor cbtained
from illicit distillation. If the Government would send some members of the
secret police they will find that illicit distillation of liquor is being carried on at
Borpathar and Sarupathar mouzas ; and Tingkhong mouza is another area where
illicit distillation is being carried on unchecked.

The Excise men are more aiert in getting hold of innocent inoffensive people
who sometimes get drunk with ‘lau pani’. I think such people should not be
paid much attention to by the Excise men who should instead prevent this illicit
distillation of liquor which is so harmful when people consume in large quantities.
The fact that people are largely consuming country spirit is shown by the fact that
last year’s revenue amounted to no less than 72 lakhs of rupees. This does not
show that Government are seriously thinking of checking consumption of liquor ;
rather they want the people to consume more and more liquor so that it could be a
ready source of income for the Government revenue.

As regards the working of the Opium Prohibition by the Excise Department, I
must say that it has not succeeded as Government have made the public to believe.
I am here to represent the view-of the common people and the view of the com-
mon people is that the opium prohibition has completely failed. The suggestion
that the day when the labourers receive their wages should be the day when the
sale of liquor should be stopped is 2 good suggestion. I also would suggest that
the day labourers receive their wages and the day following should be the day on
which liquor should be prohibited from being sold in our industrial areas (hear,
hear). In that way ‘Government will not only be helpful to the people to raiss
their standard of living, but also they will be following their ideal of moving

towards total prohibition.

Srijut DANDESWAR HAZARIKA: Madam, Deputy Speaker, I had no
intention to take part in this Cut Motion, but.somc of my Friends on my left desire
me to speak something regarding prohibition, so I have no alternative but to
speak a few words.

I fully agree with my hon. Friend Mr. Hardman when he says that Govern-
ment should take some steps for the progressive reduction of consumption of liquor
in our States As a matter of fact it has been amply stated by the Hon’ble
Finance Minister in his Budget speech that some steps have already been taken
by Government in order to reduce the sale and consumption of liquor in our
State.

Madam, it is very easy to spcak about prohibition, but it is very difficult
to make the campaign successful unless there is public opinion and public co-ope-
ration behind it. 1 think hon. Members of this House are aware of the result of
total prohibition in other States like Bombay. These States could start the cam-
paign of total prohibition inspite of the fact that they lose a huge part of their
State revenue because thesc are very rich States. But our State is a pcor one and
at present is not in a position to take drastic steps towards total prohibition.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: On a point of personal explana-
tion, Madam, may I refer the hon. Member’s attention to Article 47 of the Cons-
titution which says ““......... the State shall endeavour to bring about prohibition of
the consumpticn except for medicinal purposes of intoxicating drinks and of drugs
which are injurious to_health”. 5
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Srijut 'I?ANDESWAR HAZARIKA : Yes, I quite realise that, but I have
::dready submitted that our State has taken action to reduce c0n51,1mption of
liquor as far as practicable. But as I said, it is very difficult to bring total pro-
hibition of liquor unless public opinion is behind it. I can tell the hong Members
of this House about our experience with regard to the Opium Prohibitio.n‘ Many
hon. Members are aware that there was an Opium Prohibition C-all’lpaio‘n
launched by this Government sometime in 1939. The result was total stoppat(’gc
of opium and all opium shops were closed down by Government. But what
happened ? Subsequently the revenue that was derived by Government from this
source was -lost to the Government but went to some unscrupulous s-mugglcrsA
Thus our Government had to suffer a huge loss of revenue and the Nome wcné
to the smugglers. It was only after the Congress Government came into power
that they passed the legislation for total prohibition of opium in Assam (The Assam
Opium Prohibition Act, 1947) and the campaign of opium prohibition was started
very vigorously with the result that many smugglers have been externed from this
State and many have been dealt with very severely, some have been sentenced
to rigorous imprisonment varying from 1 to 5 years and others have stopped
their nefarious activities to smuggle opium so far as my information goes.

ent moment the non-official organisations are making propaganda
e hills aga.ins't opium consumption and as a
been pouring in to receive treatment in
have opened at Sadiya, in the Mikir Hi]ls

and at Nongpoh. So, this public opinion is very essential in Opium Prohibition
Campaign or any other campaign underte ken by Government. Now, along with
the opium prohibition we are making propaganda both in our villages and in the
hill areas against consumption of liquor. As a matter of fact our social workers
and the Indian National Trade Union Congress arc. making this propaganda in
the tea gardens and also as a result of Rublic meetings the ex-tea garden labourers
have voluntarily come out to speak against this harmful habit and the women
workers have begun abusing their husbands for taking liquor and other intoxi-
cants. I request my hon. Fr'ier.lds to n’_lakc the same Pl‘Dpa_ganc_ia PR mect:
ings when they* go round their constituencies aga_mlst taking liquor and thus with
their co-operation and with the co-operationt of social workers outside I think the
habit of taking liquor can be minimised to a great extent.
Prof., Sarwan has made an allegation that this Government is not in favour of
rohibition. He has made special mention of ! hc] sy °f.33 r]? at};f’ ‘Sarupathar
and Tingkhong areas which are ovcrwl"lelrgmgh}'tﬁziuﬁ:;c et yt Vfa- tea garder,
labourers. 1 would lili::)c to ask trny };32‘51‘:1:}?3 h‘;’b ﬁ Fraking l?q lslgr arB ;:quested
- en labourers to £ : o e
izyh;: ;gjusgca:lrglc Excise staff for detecinis some cases of Laopani and Othaég

country-made liquors.
With regard to opium D

At the pres
in villages both in the plains and in th
result hundreds of opium addicts have
Treatment Centres which Government

rohibition I would likclto say that. it is ‘the e
opinion that opium prohibitan gut%slticbeoiuhc;i:gff:r;d Ih:)\xm}ih: tlodasf the hon,
: s where he has got ' tiis P ) on el
g?::nni:m;:mhibition is not succcssfullq. I“?ial.st c}lerlea‘::cr tried  to know whether t:;f::
campaign is successful or not o Hc:1 as sha (c : t; Some Innocent persons were
caught by the Excise staff as smuggiers, t _?iug 1 H*g were not actually smugglers,
It is very difficult to say without trial or evidence who are actually smugglers and

who are not when caught by the Excise staff . ......

Prof. P. M. SARWAN: Ona point of personal explanation, Madam, |
spoke against smuggling and I never spoke for smugglers.. I would siavenitalic éhe

cause of smugglers.
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Srijut DANDESWAR HAZARIKA : What I mean to say is that a certain
party was caught by the Excise stafl as being smugglers, that party went and told
Prof. Sarwan that they were innocent. So my hon. Friend went to the Excise
officer concerned to defend the man with whom opium was found. That is what

I mean to say.
In the Cut Motion that has been moved by Mr. Hardman the hon. Mover

has said that the consumption of liquor should be reduced as far as possible. = As
a matter of fact Government is also trying to do it with the public co-operation
and with the co-operation of the hon. Members of this House. For total prohibi-
tion of liquor we should first try to create public opinion so that we can be
successful as soon as total prohibition is launched on by our Government.

Srijut HALADHAR BHUYAN: gty wcziad, Excise Prohibition
T T AT (2SI (e 0T ooty ;A (1 AATE «@§ia T8 Ifa

g fwtsl |

g Tca, @2 Prohibition 7 57 iy Ffaaca A9 Atata e Giin
metagferd aawe oM gfed =ity (Voice—fem, areIF, 2Ee, AwtT AT
wrats Prohibition =f3tg ?) (wrais @il w9 Prohibition <4
g1 rAmEcE @€ @, America, England witafs Jwre et e
45 i@ T S TS v | O1R orF A AT Al R ¥z 3T fIaiws
Gotsifiel g 8 AESTIS: @%rEtts Prohibition <fiata 77w Tezfoa
Ot Gl @3 alETe ¥2 I FAE Ty Az | fFarm @49 oo ap<F Ste  bi2
73 77 97 coald FiF A Awa, R awre Wl fERdT Fw o oA w6,

9] AFCaz olff BIeF |

AYrS Al AFCE ai2cy T gt ofte  TeEfm fke afew are
sata Prohibition (@ fiels Awated c2 w07 @fb F97s ko457 2tz Prohibi-
tion FFTET 271 19T @F FATeT A Aff OB ? BT |IE Tfex w4l |

Satgge FHCA @B FAN TG 1 OB BIAS WeAfry IACHEAT (Movement) 3
TS Gl crde 20 At BFa A Ffafea | cofem atafs Fross $aw7 K1
@2 % =i frateda FaCt FT19 MWIT T 521 I czfne wtF aet aust F0 R
Sirg o 1ea oot At F i @ta Tz @ B e sreaiE

CFoaitTaT T 9 i
ta @tz (s1f7) fFs 7a9 it qrFatca S 8512 f7aca A czfem ¢ ztols ziwls

45 "7 (ypaleTacT A1Cd At Crls o czfem | wda @iy F6td (o3 TT Y6

et Fif Ry cafem ;  AIF @12 Tl @R wer Srstal T FI19 - FICd AT

g A S, k00 AR CIERTECT FIAAMIT A =19 altm ezfed | coStatE

cefeats Ihm ASqTha (Felgs AT @lm 2feE | Qe e e - w2
(GtolT Alserz F1fag gATiEel G0 @ IHI Atfafea 1 >595  pae - afem

FTelE (FREIT seices czfem, csfem “49ms w47 fGats  Experiment
fsioet =1f Fratafe afeata seata e | e fvpa Atz 2al st
g welE cofeats orareE Ff R FfacaE wtfem |

‘otqir gpeAiA o «F, 4R owd, M@ w@ifw  awdm e
D e I Bl I (oI I I LS B S AR B (e LA (e R (]

Voice -—tfy 74rs) wtaf wewea oo F9 AMRIICT @ Ay aw anm e w1
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ATOICFR TGS AT A7 T cdfal Az FAFT At 2w Fhaics ton cors SaiT
SIS AFACFT TRICS A7 T oAmvzeT | Grin N FAm 9 rEAlcag A
et fiemq | «afeate T cdta 2[41TRI qg]fia:.éﬁ;n Tza fowds w181 @i i
TR 49, 7= A7 =T 2= 1 [ewes wfTel Gl w17 e 431, AT
cifes, «@ifze afs AEs Sfer 4RFacs s=we Fo FezaEl el gaafemce
i fave | IEAR FEH 77 {197 3500 @NHAR TECS (4 ey qoal e
TRz 1 (21R) =AFNN [ e afsm @ i ats \GFIZTE |

MOTF_I2 AFCANCTF eaty @, @7 AFCANT AT A 1%, gty
I%a3 20 531 @ TF0E w1 fga 37 wlw-atvia-amwms s A af) 3w |
CSfSat 202 AFCEA F F41 72T 271 T WA (9T ASATIFT 97 [BICE|
- FfECEAZ R T T 27, Gl AISGEBEAl fFgatt A= s =@ 1 g

FAOIT ficatsl i «F iy st T3 SNET | AT T =8, 3T Gifews

9 O Tfqars @i 7 g 4I5S @137 eqats @3 All Out Prohibition 1

TTeel fa Ffaey | cefon T A1%ea fowars @2 =i frtaf 21 T Falarda Flace

i1 prohibition society 4f& FiFia1 A7 Atgs ?af: TAFIATS R bl w5y

5417 Atca ; @t i, a7 caiat :n.;azﬁ/rn‘% Ttgs 312 faftata w2 wE, Sfea
SfedaTepe U2 2[CbElie Az FfAT | T8I SSITICes excise T FlaTe {3 R A By
_ 4f3ty, ©i7 affErae afw i &6 b 53 forego wfaa =l =7 STl Ffaaea qreg,
3J | Z[@F GG T (FIC ASATICD 17T TFAUMCF AT At |

«@rerd) Public Opinion 7[5f7 zta sedcn<h 2 @td &7 @i &alin
571 Forego =f@ata el 7973 | s=dcics Public Opinion 71 gays
fepa @feid | s LS A

o AR 2TIF TGS T [FF7F 9F g R FW Bl rrerw T
TaltE @B IlgE TS 445 SR 9fs e o, T, ek ats §F ag k|
fifite cp21 FIRT AN —ITCN (OUTTA TATS AT TAATS AMGT | e cgpey
AT g A, T AR AT FIqA YT AN 92 AT a3 afsm =g
@A foeas 77 @9 At e Al S [ ARAT LI AT 205 iz
o7 | <iwd ceek Fif @ Prohibition _?Ffiftgh COCTCF 7t Prohibition
37 Afcel | GIF SleT T IS TIeed SYAS BB {47 a@fest | wraq Stesy
0SS ¢4l A17,27 ST 4SFA 40 G AR Asta 77 | Teal BT oy
fowew ol Ale-T3(e Qb 927 9Bl (T A A =Y | sifsrs Sheq Gieticaty
QrFalcs B2 3 afeet | ate ofeq a1 ed tf‘:rtcﬁ‘ cafs 1?211\3 AT 7§y
sty ¢rzeh giaa 561 (Tainted Monf:y) RAGSSRJIEN A1 TS T8 g
T} f7e BICAIAT DI AR NFTH U0 T B 512 et w07 goryg
g afw cstded Constituency 3 TT23  {CIw 7 Prohibition 3z Ftage
Propaganda 5tz (SLALLA CI1T ffq":ﬁfr aiﬁfaﬁ'ﬁawﬁm TATIT ATs g
oypa P AAATECeT | S A A, SR, FIH 92 fofB w @fagq fifice 2I6lT
o £ I [ [ AT I AU 1 MU (AU KCL | UFI?, e wiF sz TATTR  sigt
| gl AlcEczeeT | FAG I3 AARIT D w17 37 2Bt Fy A A

et AN A A M0 S AR G oy | g g2 T 7
fepicT AT e | R A2 A7 M 0T M cormmrn o qme Rt
crta @B s (Burden) 3fF fAtafos za1  witgy s ardtFcal 2 blcatar
pizity F309(od RF0T 4513 Farets Ff, ©f, W wifiq s Aol T 3rq
o Aleatd zareted | (Voiees—Shall we launch a picketing movement ?)
Oh, Yes, you can launch a picketing movement. :

B —
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of: o1 a7 stedrats Constitution ¥ ¢t fireg | Constitution © I89
T4 9tz | COnStitUtiOR g ﬁltﬁ} %C“?‘U e i ate ﬁf W sm asf-aa test
1% Sl 0 ST SRR Ui 97 A At | BoweT SRl oI JE RS
Solisrr A1 AR AR BRI qpa Ral waw it cofeuc Az
iR St O SR Constitution @ifts @ifts g7 47 Secular State
firs ale g 3379 Telw 79 Aiffecn aitdar 3T JEeed atwifiFets SR
A% 3 e o 79 AR o7 (98T 2 e fvew ofq A2 A ? Ao
@ifi Constitution, 7 w7 geikt_ate stw ot 744 5157 <feq aitfa |
satg wtatd Co-operation =i | csfeaitz wfta Constitution FT=Fd = |
SarcF ¢F 7% 929 cdfta | 1 hope, Government will give assurance.

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M NICHOLS-ROY : Deputy Speaker, Madam,
I have to say that the hon. Mover of the Cut Motion did not indicate on what
line the general discussion would be taken up by him. It would have B
very convenient for t.he hon. Members as well as the Government if in moving
such a Cut Motion the line of thought to be taken up by the hon. Mover of the
Cut Motion would be indicated. I remember, in our past Legislative Gouncil
in 1921-22 the hon. Members were very much criticised by the then Govern-
ment for not indic.atmg the subjects to be taken up by the Mover of the Cut
Motion because it placed the Government in an awkward position for not being
ready with facts and figures.

Anyway, the hon. Member has the right to bring a Cut Motion of this
kind. But I would consider that it would be much better if an indication had
been given of the subjects of his Gut Motion e Toth N T A e
good - Parliamentz e would consider this inconvenience. Anyhow I shall try
to give a reply to the potnts raised by him. I gather from his speech that his
arguments or his pomnts ate (1) ‘the increase of revenue from liquor inspite of
the policy of progressive proh;bmon of liquor (2) the desirability of not con-
trolling foreign liquor in order to attract foreigners to come to India and thus
increase the economic condition in India, and (3) that Government should
take steps that on the pay day of the labourers and on the day following liquor
should not be sold to the labourers. I think, these are the points he intends
to impress on the House.

If these are the points, ‘Madam, I shall give my replies to them one by one:

The reasons for the increase in revenue in the year 1950-51 will be given shortly.
I notice that the revised estimate is 72 lakhs 24 thousand but the budget
estimate is 52 lakhs. In 1949-50 the actual of the country spirit revenue was

Rs. 71 lakhs and 62 thousand,

Madam, every one knows that thg po]icy of the Government in regard to liquor
is the same during this year. This increment is due to the fact that illicit distil-
lation has been controlled more successfully. If illicit distillation is not con-
trolled the money goes to the pocket of the people who are doing illicit work and
the State loses this money and the people who are in the habit of drinking
liquor are drinking just the same. Temperance or non-temperance is not indi-
cated by simply looking at the figures. The figures may go down but it must
be considered whether temperance is increasing among the people who are in the
habit of drinking.

Prof. P. M. SARWAN: What about large scale distillation of illicit
liquor ?
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. The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS:ROY: I said that illicit distilla-
tion has been controlled a great deal, that is, the pcople are coming to
Government shops to buy liquor.

Prof. P. M. SARWAN: That means, it is in the increase.

The Hon’ble Rev J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : I shall be very glad if the
hon. Member or any other hon. Members will give me the information—if they
help Government by giving information confidentially also—Government will
send the Excise staff to make enquiry. We will be thankful for such information.
Only to inform the House that illicit distillation is in the increase does not help
the Government.

The increase of revenue can be well unc.le‘rs_toqd. Government has got
a staff to prevent people from manufac_tunng 11h_c1_t liquor. We have an opium
prohihition staff and a committee for opium prohibition which also are trying to
educate people of the harm caused by liquor. Another reason for this increase
of liquor revenue is due to the increase of rates also. This is not increasing
the number of liquor addicts as has been mcnt_xoned by some hon. Members.

the rate has been increased, the price of liquor gaes up and this is
When e b ing: down consumption and to help discouraging the liquor habit.

iupposfv ant to tell the hon. Members what Government has done in the way of
now warn
prohibition. ohibition Enquiry Committee appointed in 1949 to review

The Liquol}'mI;f imposed restrictions in the country-spirit. Dr. Emran

the position, -« 2 Member of that Committee.
3 dhury 1s a Mem : -

Husa:rlx) Ch;;:[RAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY : Will there be any more sitting
e :

ittee ?
ofthath Cf;;n;:‘:,ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: [ cannot tell him now
The

. Government have accepted all the recommendations set-
about that. Wh(l)lrc Prohibition Enquiry Committee, Government, however,
forth by the quuidcr interest of the liquor prohibition to impose the following
decided in the WICZ e om the 1st of April, 1951.

rcStricuoRSHWiatgtgcns and lessee-manager shops—Ilocated within one mile should
1) e 1st April, 1951.
be a.(bolishcd ffOﬂE CcONSUMETS ’has been fixed at 21 years.

The:1 ?‘gueof should be sold to students. Seller of liquor to students should
(3) No 14 : i K i
nished. < in the Dhubri subdivision and Kamrup district con-
be P124) All hquloraigosfizbld.wision may be closed on every Sunday, Independence
tiguous t0 ?3 gyanti Day and Dassahara Day. 158 5 il 5 -
D Ghandbt en by the Government gives a Icply equest of Shrj
ay"I'his action ¢ ¢ North Lakhimpur, that the Government should put into effect
Hem Hazarik® 9 s of the Opium Prohibition Enquiry Committee.
he reCOmmendatl?hat the Government is aiming at total Prohibition, but
FRE This Showsh the actual successful stage of prohibition, we must begin

: to 1€ in suddenly, 'we shall fail. Even in the case o
I? ffli?r weiur?:gwe had togo slowly. In connection with opjum I Wag
slo hibition of 0% rajse the question of registration OF . OPTR B S Ve o sithars
pro first t resolution I moved on this matter was the first one in the
fhﬁ 1921. hel tive Council of 1921. After registering the consumers a ration
lﬁc 7 eg1s aea and the ration was reduced gradually and after about 10
t

. tte da the country was made ready for prohibition, Wh th
u;.3 ;Sllg £ pro Saglf:;“y ready and the public opinion was in its favour, the :;ilcmz
b wa — e

> 5 S BTN T
coun—t_j’___, Speech not corrected.
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of prohibition was introduced. In my opinion, the prohibition against liquor
and to wipe out this evil habit will have to be done, and done in such a way
as to make it successful and no going back. We cannot be simply playing with
this great evil monster. Sometimes some people start agitation against an evil
habit just before the election in order to catch votes.

+Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: Madam, ona point of pri-
vilege—1I could not follow what the Hon’ble Minister said about election.

The . Hon’ble Rev. J. J] M. NICHOLS-ROY: Sometimes agitation 1s
made just before clection in order to down other parties, but that should not
be the motive of any man. I would be too glad to see that all the shops of
liquor, opium and Ganja are closed. 1 am a man for that. I do not drink,
I do not smoke, I do not even chew pan. I should like everybody and every onc
to follow me in this respect. The main question is how we could remove these
evil habits from this country. The aim of our Constitution is also to bring about
total prohibition in the whole country against all these evils.

+Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: When ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: That depends upon you
and me and all that we should prepare the ground for that. We are all anxious
that there should be total prohibition, but that cannot be done suddenly. The
country must be prepared for that so that we might be successful in this noble
cause.

Then in regard to another point raised by Mr. Hardman namely of the
desirability of not preventing sale of foreign liquor, we have, Madam.........

*Mr. J. S. HARDMAN : My case was that increasing restrictions should not
be placed on consumption of foreign liquor, in view of something like 20 per
cent, decrease in revenue from this source.

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY Anyway, we do not want
that any new evil habit should take hold of our people. I am very much against
this. If we are for prohibition we should welcome- all kinds of restrictions on
liquor whatever it may be. Any habit which is not necessary for health should
be discouraged, and therefore Government have taken steps to stop the sale of
foreign liquor to pilots and passengers in the Airfields, in the Railway Refresh-
ment Rooms and in the Dining Cars and in Steamers. We have taken these steps
as we have to begin prohibition somewhere. Mr. Hardman has said that his
community that takes foreign liquor is very small. Then it may be hoped that
they will be willing to help us that our Indian people do not take to this habit,
and they should also help us in setting good example and support the move we
are making. This will make our work easier. We are dealing with a monster
evil, I mean the liquor habit. We are making an attempt to remove the evil
habit of taking liquor. Therefore, we gradually begin first from the easiest
points, I hope Mr. Hardman will support Government in this attempt. We
hope we can get the co-operation of his community in this respect..

*Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: Since Government wants
co-operation from all sections of the people my suggestion to the Hon’ble
Minister is that a district in Assam be taken for experiment next year for total
prohibition, and that should be started with immediate effect.

- —— e
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*Speech not corrected.
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#Dp. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY : Yes, the decrease is due to de-
terioration of the economic condition of the people and not due to any activities
on the part of Government. I would have been very glad had it been due to

Government’s activities.

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : As I said, Madam, this is
only a statement of fact that people are not coming to buy liquor because the
do not have enough money. We do not say that we are sorry for this. To imputi
such motives to us is wrong. It is not right to impute wrong motives to Govern-
ment. Dr. Emran Husain Chaudhury insinuates that Government seem to try t
throttle prohibition in Assam, though he knows in his heart of hearts that tha(:;
is not a fact.

Then, Madam, Prof. Sarwan.........

The Deputy SPEAKER: How long more will the Hon’ble Minister
take ?

The Hom’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: . Another 20 minut
Madam, if I am to deal with all the points raised. cs,

The Deputy SPEAKER: Then the Hon’ble Minister will resume h;

speech after lunch. : +
Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned for lunch till 1 p.m.
(After lunch)

(The Deputy Speaker in the Chair,)

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: (contd.) Madam De
Speaker, T was trying to give a reply to Dr. Emran Husain Chaudhury’s S;ate Puty
that the Government was throttling prohibition in Assam, and at that point Imlfnt
to stop. I think I said, as far as I remember, that Dr. Chaudhury does not = ad
that we are throttling prohibition in Assam, ean

I want to give the information as to what Government has already done ;
view of the recommendation of the Liquor Prohibition Enquiry Committee n'% in
Committee decided that, notwithstanding the desirability of total prohibiti(;n he
time was not opportune for a full scale attempt in this direction because of the
more urgent need to achieve full success with the campaign already launcheq tfhe
total propibition of opium, apart from other relevant considerations.” The C or
mittee, however, recommended certain preliminary measures with a view tq Oom-

further spread of the habit among the public and to prepare the field for t-'erl(-:nurb
rance. Following the recommendations of the Committee, a number of c()un}::?-

snirit shops were either removed from their existing sites or closed. Restrict; :
tge hourspof sale and in the issue of quantity of liquor (from 3 quartt I;gttlgns in
one per capita) were introduced in the country spirit shops at Margherita ang ES to
in the Dibrugarh Subdivision and in all the shops of Goalpara Subdivision edo
the country spirit shops in the Barpeta Subdivision were closed. The non.q - All
Committee set up for opium prohibition in the different parts of the State Cllal
took necessary steps (by means of propaganda) to educate public opinion a also
addiction to liquor. ; Zainst

Then the Government also took action, as I have already said, that al] ¢p
and Lessee Managers’ shops located within one mile from the licensed j u Nteeng
will be abolished with effect from the next settlement, Z.e., from 1st A (Il‘ilolr shops

The minimum age of the consumers eligible to purchase liquorph 951

fixed at 21 years. No liquor should be sold to students and the seller of Eiy
students should be punished. All liquor shops in Dhubri Subdivision and Il"?;lx;r to
l‘uP

¥Speech not corrected. e —— T
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Pistrict contiguous to Goalpara Subdivision where some restrictions were already
imposed should be closed on every Sunday, Indepéndence Day, Gandhi Jayanti
Day and Dasahura Day in the year.

We are taking action towards progressive prohibition. Gradual prohibition
will be extended as more public opinion is created against ligour habit and as
Government will find that there is also help from the garden areas. It is stated by
Mr. Hazarika from North-Lakhimpur that sometime our Excise officers do not get
the necessary help from the gardens when they go to make raid on alleged illicit
distillation inside the gardens. The difficulty in stopping liquor altogether in
these areas or in not aliowing them to buy liquor on the day when they get their
pay is because illicit distillation will be increased inside the gardens and it will be
difficult for the Excise staff to check that. While the Government will be losing
the revenue, the labourers will be taking liquor just the same without any increase
in temperance. If the garden Managers will co-operate with the Excise staff
and allow them to inspect the gardens and also to control illicit distilla-
tion inside the gardens, it will be easier for the prohibition scheme to be
carried on nearabout those areas. Most of the liquor is consumed by the people
who are in the tea gardens. So, it will be seen that we are going on with the
policy of prohibition and T think I need not speak anymore regarding that.

Now, I must touch on another rei‘nark made- in this .House. 'I. was a
little surprised that my Friend Prof. Sarwan sa.ld that during the British days
there was only 15 lakhs of Excise revenue. I think _he spoke {‘ron_q memory
without looking or examining_ the ﬁgure_s. I can tell him that the I:]xmsc revenue
in 1922-23—during the British days, it was not only 15 lakhs, it was 1 crore

11 lakhs and 26 thonsand..........

Prof. P. M. SARWAN: What I mean, Madam, is the revenue from
country spirit.

shle Rev. J- J. M.NICHOLS-ROY: T am speaking of Excise

Theaslligl; l;l?e of Exé]is‘c revenue. Even the liquor revenue was never 15
feﬁlexnu;t an tIi)me The opium revenuc during the ycar 1923-33 was 71 lakhs,
Tahes(;‘roverr?mcnt of Assam has lost all that with the exception of Rs. 22,000

z dget.

will be seen from the present Bu ‘ ‘
: her allegation about the i

i ve reply probably to anot St ACreAse
f'llé%aﬁsfﬂ?:t‘;g; ojggllsaruga}trhar, Barpathar and other areas which is said to
of illici nchecked. As 1 have already said we shall be very thanKful if .,
be going on u ther members of the public will give us deﬁmte_ mformation
hon. Members or 0 o't disclose, a-nd give their suggestions ; ang 3o

even confidentially which we'w‘zit distillation is controlled if there is any.

B Saclln}%' friends to help usin_this matter: If he also tinds that the Eycjse

officer Eclln 1cfmrcthirlg wrong, we shall be glad "Ldee‘i Y geé definite Informatioy

g oe;iss and we shall take steps against such a wrong doer.

zegazding s S0 e S ek ‘aTitdle about the oplum prohibition. Prof. Saryap
nd LT «completely 1ailed™ an at this1s t so.

gLy pmhlbmonlhclaoS not punr,ierstand why he should m};ﬁe ;[;{1&11102

on people. : ! .
;}tg.g:l;le;(t).m 1Tll thinlf& af the time of making that statement he did not g1ve much

_ :c T mportant matter. Itis not a fact that the common men h

;];?culagglgntgo:ginccdpof the success of thg-ﬂcamll)lamg.l I have met many peo?g‘{g
in my district of Khasi and Jam}?_i _Hills ‘ﬂ o told me that they have been
greatly blessed by this opium proil fmox} ;c eme. In‘former elections all the
opium consumers fought against me for introducing this scheme but now they
bless me for this, Government ‘have also opened treatment centres in Mikir
Hills, Sadiya and Khasi and Jaintia Hills at Nongpoh on the Gauhati-ShiiIong
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Road. Those people who have been treated in these centres have been
greatly helped and many of them have been cured. One good thing which has
been done to this country is that opium is now considered as a poison and an evil
and it has saved the younger generation altogether. Whatever harm it might
have done to the former generation and to some elderly persons now the younger
generation at least has been saved from the evil habit of taking opium and the
clderly people are being delivered from this pernicious habit. Soitis a great '
success. We, however, cannotsay that itis hundred per cent. successful,
but I hope that after a few years the prohibition campaign will be a complete
success. We have to control smuggling. That is our gtreat enemy now. Of
course it is difficult for the people to give up the habit altogether, but if we
prevent the opium eaters from getting opium then we shall surely be 100 per
cent. successful. In order to contrel smuggling we need a strong staff. There
are some areas with so many routes through which smugglers can come, but
our Excise staff have done very well in catching the smugglers and many of them
have been punished.

I think, Madam, I do not need to say anything more about this. I think
I have met all the criticisms which have been brought forward by the hon.
Members and I thank them for all that they have said. We are looking into
this matter very carefully and we are 51150 going on with the scheme of progre-
sive prohibition. We are here for making prohibition successful and to deliver
our people from the habit .of mtemperance. With these words I request the
hon. Member to withdraw his Cut Motion.

Mr. J. S. HARDMAN: Madam, the main purpose of this Cut Motion
has been served and I beg leave of the House to withdraw my Cut Motion.
(The Cut Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.)

The Deputy SPEAKER : I put the main question.

The question is:
«That a sum not exceeding Rs. 8,17,400 be granted to defray the charges

which will come in course of payment during the year ending on' the 31st March
1952, for the administration of the head ‘8.—Excise’.”’ 1

The Motion was adopted
GRANT No. 16.
(37.—Education)

The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: On the recommendation of
His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg_, Madam, to move that a sum not
exceeding Rs. 1,69,75,0'00 be granted to defray the charges which will come in
course of payment during the year en_dmg on the 31st March 1952, for the
administration of the head *“37.—Education™.

The reply to the Cut Motions will be given by the hon. Deputy Minister
Srijut Mahendra Mohan Chaudhury. PLY s

The Deputy SPEAKER: Motion moved :

<“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 1,69,75,000 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in course of payment during the year ending on the 31st Margch
1952, for the administration of the head ‘37.—Education’.”

r
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There are several Cut Motions. I think if we take Cut Motion No. 4, the
hon. Members can take part in that. So may I call upon the hon. Member
Dr. Emran Husain Chaudhury to move his ( ut Motion.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY : Madam, Deputy Speaker, 1 beg to
move that the total provision of Rs. 1,69,75,000 under Grant No. 16, Major
head 37.—Education, at page 112 of the Budget, be reduced by Re.1,
7. e. the amount of the whole grant of Rs. 1,69,75,000 do stand reduced by Re. 1.

My object is, Madam, to raise a general discussion on the subject of educa-
tion. Madam, education is one of the most important subjects to reccive
adcquate attention at the hands of the Government. I am glad to understand
from the Budget speech of the Hon’ble Finance Minister that some attention has
actually been given to this important subject. This has resulted in an increase
in the money earmarked for the spread of education in our State and the
establishment of more schools. Government have also thought of meeting the
needs of the needy people connected with the Education Department. In spite
of all that has been done by the Government, in spite of all that has been stated
and in spite of all the labours of the Government in this important matter, I think
it was quite appropriate for me to bring up this Cut Motior} in ordc':r to invite
pointed attention of Government to some of the defects which remain in their
policy and which call for an early and satisfactory solution. I know, Madam,
that this year they have allotted a larger amount for education than they have
done hitherto and yet I find that what they have done is more for the Government
Institutions than for the Aided Schools or Institutions. From the Budget speech
we find—at page 33—that Government grants to Secondary Schools whose number
is 67 are over 20 lakhs whereas what they have given to non-Government
Secondary Schools whose number is 582 is only 199 lakhs. Considering the
number of non-Government Secondary Schools, the amount given by Government,

in my opinion, is very very small. So far as Colleges are concerned, there is one
Government Arts College to which Government have allotted as much as 4'3 lakhg
of rupees whereas to all the non-Government Colleges throughout the State
the amount allotted is 3'5 lakhs. Hon. Members can just imagine what is givep
for one Government College and what is spent for Sf’ maIny non-Government
Colleges which are in many respects showing better resu }S- ham glad that thjs

ear Government have seen it fit to do something more for the non-Governmen,
T’((L'olle es, but what is being given is small. I hope Government will plesg,

Lieges, | . rather forcing me, to withdraw m C

revise their method of asking me, or e e P Y Cu¢
Motion specially in so far as Aided or non-Gov Cerneq

icati i both of Secondary and Prj

lications from poorly paid teachers imary
SchooAIEL;I)ust have been received by the Govgnmiggj en;r;:e c:.?‘;crﬁmen_t S

ll-posted with their grievances. I know (ove : s0 han d_lfgap
be well-po but when they, by way of replying to my critjn;
in many important respects, bu S e o
k of a rise in prices of things which justily o ng

sspr\:ia;mﬁ I may also remind them that by way of ena mglthese teachers to meet
their bare necessities, they might do wle!l 't::c; :pcreasIe t }11& wages of (heir L
faithful servants engaged in educationa 1}1:5 itutions, n} e last Session, T
I remember having successfully 1nv1ff:d tfe attention of the vaernment to a
question of mine, namely, the necessity ol giving more money in the form i
dearness allowance or in the form of pay to the very IOW-pald_ At hiy SR
in Primary Schools. I am glad to remember that my suggestion was R
my Friend Srijut Mahendra Mohan Choudhury when he said that it e b}é
considered in April, 1951. We are now at the advent of April, 1951 and we hope
that he would tmplement the asurance that was given in_ the interest of the
public and thus earn the gratefulness of a whole class of uafortunate people.

ms
the fees iy,
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In this connection, Madam, because my Cut Motion raises a general
discussion on the subject, I may let the Government know that the recent
circular issued to the tzachers employed in non-Government Schools asking them
to repay the overdrawal of their pay during the last few years, is weighing very
heavily upon them. Some of them have to pay not less than Rupees 1,500 to
2,000 as overdrawal. I see no reason why, when these people have once been
allowed, under the recommendations of the Pay Committee, to draw certain

* amount consistent with their pay, they should now be forced to return the money.

e A

I hope Goverm_nent wou_ld please revise their decision by remaining themselves
silent over this instead of realising the overdrawn money from a large number of
teachers. I hope this will be struck off.

Recently, Madam, two important posts of Class I of Educational Service,
one for the Sanskrit education and the other for Islamic education, have been
abolished, and now in place of those there are two posts of Class II of this
Service. In view of the importance of Sanskrit and Islamic education and in
view of the Iarge number of pupils who receive such education in different places
of the State, I hope Government wou!d see that these two posts be recreated at
a very early date.

Next, Madam, I come to Social Adult Education. I am glad that Govern-
ment have. done something in this regard. As a member of the standing
Committee of Social Adult Education, I quite appreciate the work of the
Government in this behalf. But I am pained to find that a huge amount of
money had to lapse on account of Government’s failure to spend the same at
proper time. Social Adult Education is being spread no doubt, but we have not
been able to test the knowledge gathered by the people for whom Social Adult
Education is meant. I know that the Sub-Inspectors or Assistant Sub-Inspectors
of Schools test the knowlcdgt': of the pupils of these institutions, but there is no
knowing as to the actual position, whether boys and girls have actually received
education. No facilities are afforded to know that.

In Assam we have no Kind.ergarten system of education, This is a very
important system which is working so well in the western countries. I hope
Government will please introduce this system in our institutions for the small
children at a very early date.

Madam, the Text Book C_}ommitte sits at least once a year in order to review
the work done by the Education Department. One of the things done by this
Committee is to prescribe books for students of Class III to Class VIII. All the
books prescribed by the Expert Committee are not always available in the
market. Recently I found that one of the books prescribed for Class VI, an
Assamese book, was not found in the market till the month of December which

was the time allotted by the Education Department.

[At this stage the Depuly Speaker vacated the Chair and Babu Kamini Kumar Sen
(Chairman) occupied it.] -

This happens much to the disadvantage of the pupils of Schools. The persons
who took contract for the printing of this book should not be favoured with con-
tracts in future. Sometimes books recommended by the Text Book Committee for
the lower classes are not actually used in different classes. I think it would be quite
desirable to ask the Text Book Committee Secretary who is a man of good °
repute—I mean Mr. Vaisya to tour the State to satisfy himself that books
recommended by the Text Book Committee are used in Schools,

Madam, (laughter in the House). The Chair is often occupied
Member. This is aslip of the tongue. I withdraw what Ilgii(ei, E}Ir.the .



514 DEMANDS FOR GRANTS [228D MAR.

Sir, during the last Educational Conference in July, 1950 a resolution had
been brought up at the instancé of Government for adopting the Devanagri
Script in place of the Assamese. Fighting speeches were made by the education-
ists gathered there when the resolution favouring the Devanagri Script was put
up for consideration. With the exception of one or two speakers, the rest
condemned the move in no uncertain terms. Thisis not a move in the right
direction. The proposal appears to be quite thoughtless. It pays no regard to
Assamese sentiments. In a meeting held in Jorhat with the exception of a single
gentleman everyone opposed the move. It appears Government want to impose
the Devanagri in place of our original script. Uptil now any number of
meetings have been held on this subject throughout the State. Every
where the speakers have condemned this as an undesirable move on the part of
the Government of the day, at a time when it is not wanted by any sane or
reasonable person in the State. I hope Government have, by this time, seen
the wisdom of revising their opinion in the matter of forcing the script on the
people.

A great difficulty which is being experienced by our Schqols is the abolition
of Class III following a decision of a Text Book Committee. Government
ought to realise the mistake they have committed in this regard. Our students
for reasons already known to Government are very deficient in Engllsh'. It is
very difficult to teach pupils who are admitted in a.College after Matriculation.
It is not because they have not had enough opportunity to learn English properly,
Without English India cannot do. Some fifteen years have been prescribed by
the Central Government for the retention of English in our Country. I quite
appreciate the motive of the Government behind that- proposal regardi_ng the
abolition of English in Class ITI. But they must realise by now the difficulty
which is being experienced by our pupils.  Without EnghslrlS we  cannot d.o in
Colleges, i.e. in Post-Matriculation years. Our books in | Fum}(:@ are avall_ablc
only in English. Tt will be a long time before they can be translated either into
Hindi or into Assamese. Even then the necessity of English _in our Count;
should-be taken for granted. I do not like to takc_ulp tthprtlzplous time of the
House by debating on this b}xt I must repeat thflt wit mutd ngdlsl} WE cannot go
on. I hope, Government will see that English is re-introduced in Class III of

our Schools. : :
In this connection I should like to call the attention of the Government to

the reduction in the number of indigenous *Ml-?Sl im Scho_l arships,  fron
25 scholarships to 13. I appreciate the moch-: al?om t eéncrease I the numbey
of Scholarships for backward tribes but w]}at wcu;t thg overnment to do is. b
the poor Muslims who are deserving should i‘lot be deprived of the Privilege
which has been allowed to them until re]cent y. :
: ink. I have said something about education and something g

the pst’;{r;tlt;xlzxt I’urgcd regarding the removal of grievances ?f eAihos ?n I)}(;:J:
Government Schools and Colleges. T hope my Friend, Prof. Sarwan will Fron
and also lend me his support 1 making the Gox‘rcrnmcnt realise the difficulty
through which we have to pass. Now, I would like to get an assurance e
points will receive the sympathetic consideration before I am forced to S
the Cut Motion. ~ With these words I commend my Motion not for the acce t=
ance of the House but for the serious and sympathetic consideration of [II)]
Friends sitting on the Treasury Benches. y

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN (Chairman): Motion moved:

““That the total provision of Rs.1,69,75,000 under Grant No.16 A
head—37.—Education at page 112 of the Budget, be reduced byo.Re,.lM;'aJ;r
the amount of the whole grant of Rs.1,69,75,000 do stand reduced by Rel.”

-~
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Prof. P. M. SARWAN: Mr. Chairman Sir, I am glad to be able to
support the Cut Motion moved by my hon. Friend, Dr. Emran Husain Chau-
dhury.

It is good to see that the Government have made a provision of Rs.l crore,
69 lakhs for Education. This isa move in the right direction, because education
has a priority next only to food, cloth and employment. In fact all the
advanced countries spend a major portion of their income for education, and I
am glad that Government is spending such a large amount on education and, I
hope, this amount will from year to year grow larger. I am glad to note
that the Government is trying to do something for private institutions—Colleges
and Schools. But the Government have not yet done enough for private
institutions and I would request that the Government will try to put the
private institutions on a par with Government institutions as far as possible.
We hope that more money will be found for grants to colleges and schools that
are run on private basis.

I quite agree with my Friend Dr. Emran Husain Chaudhury in regard to
the teaching of English in Class III. Itis very necessary to continue teaching
of English in Class I1I. 1 find that in some schools teaching of English has
stopped even in Class IV. I do not know if it is the intention of Government
that in all institutions gradually teaching of English will cease upto
Class VI. Already in the colleges great difficulties are being found in teaching
boys who pass the Matriculation examination, they have much poorer knowledge
of English then when English was a medium of instruction in High Schools.
I do not forward the plea for changing over to English as a medium of instruc-
tion but I strongly support the view that for the progress of India the teaching
of English at the present moment is very necessary and should be started as
early as possible even from Class III. The stopping of teaching of English in
Class 111 and IV will be a mistake. It will, I believe, take more than 10
years—may 15 years when India will be ready to impart education through
the medium of vernacular—at least for higher studies.

The Government have done well in providing a University, a Medical College
and an Agricultural College and so forth, but have not yet been able to tackle
the problem of educating the masses, 7. e., I know it will mean a lot of money
to be drawn from public purse—but that problem has to be tackled and until
this is done we cannot be fully on the road to progress. Z

When I look at the condition of tea garden tribes and castes in the gardens
and outside the gardens, I feel that the Government have not even touched the
fringe of the problem. _’[‘1—115 fact will be clear to the Government if they will
turn to their answer which they have given, e. g., for secondary education—
they are giving two scholarships only for high school education to the children
of a population which 1s not less than 17 lakhs. When one thinks of it he would
surely feel that it is not trying or attempting. to bring up a backward people to
the level of advanced sections of the population of Assam and time and again it
has been voiced in the Legislature.

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. Member will be very brief as the time
allotted is 45 minutes out of which 35 minutes has already been taken. Govern-
ment must have suflicient time to reply.

Prof, P. M,SARWAN: I will take another 3 minutes more, Sir.
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Time and again we have heard from hon. Members in this House that
the Government is trying to bring all backward sections of the people of Assam
to a higher level, 7. e., the same level as that of the advanced sections—but I find
that the attention to this large population of 17 lakhs has been very meagre upto
this moment. I would request Government to provide money for at least 20
scholarships for high school education from this year, starting from the lst of
April, 1951. if the Government have no funds, I would request the Govern-
ment to apply to the Centre to make available funds for this purpose in view of
the fact that Rupees seven crores goes to the Centre from the Tea Industry from
this State.

I draw the attention of the Government to the fact that the duty of educa-
ting the masses is not to be shouldered by an industry but it is the duty of the
Government (Hear, hear). ‘That is the duty of Government. The Tea Industry—
I would draw the attention of the Government—is already incurring a large
expenditure in running Primary schools in tea gardens. But how these schools
are being run and what benefit is derived by the population is not the concern of
the Tea Industry. I should like to draw the attention of the Government to
the fact that an industry is there to produce commodities and make profits—
which is the object of all other industries. But the object of the Government
should be to educate the masses.

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Is this the view of the
labourers ?

Prof. P. M. SARWAN : Sir, a representative in the House is not
only one who represents his Constituency but he also leds his constituents,
as the Government is not only to represent the people but has also got to lead
the population. The same responsibility belongs to a Member of the Legislature,
So, if the backward labour people have not been properly looked after in
regard to their education—it is their representatives in the House to bring the
fact td the notice of Government.

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI : Sir, the_ hon. Member
said that the Industry is not to look to the problem of education of (he 1
Garden Labourers. Is it the view of the labourer, whom the hon, Member
says, he represents ?

Prof P. M. SARWAN: The labourers have not clearly thought op
the matter (Laughter). It is for the Government to educate them and to make
them think. Lastly, I thank the Government for what they are trying to do in the
matter of education. I should request the Government to give more serioys
thought in regard to the education of the masses, especially in regard to the
education of the most backward tea garden labourers who deserve spec; 1
consideration in this matter at the présent moment, e

Mr. KEDAR.MAL BRAHMIN: Sir, I want to speak a few words I
shall take 2 or 3 minutes. 5

The CHAIRMAN : I do not think it will be possible to allow more time. We

th_c: Deputy
o sit longer,

have already encroached upon our time. It will be necessary for

Minister at least 10 minutes to reply. If the hon. Members want t
I have no objection,
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Mr. KEDARMAL BRAHMIN : g7 Jtgivd !

The Howble THE SPEAKER : You are given only two minutes.

Mr. KEDARMAL BRAHMIN : w03t 1% o 1% ffh firea sica 27 1 29 ¢
AfiE 2 38 21 PR F AT 6 %A bizwl ¥ | GASwd 2 Aplew
fgx 20 ZIIA S frea 2w 1 W G Affetm @ wha_ fwa @is @ T
o5 SiFiF Abia ¥4 %! (29 A7 20 g oifEca | % v e 4B w9 CEY
(77 W BT (ST dw J8T 2 2 wtefrEl §t oifdea fF a7 2 SNl AbIE
=g 951 @@ 9% Al IS ; G AT T2 AMIA A 7 FIII “Fgies
qET w7l @ | U & @liw F “Fuivs ww” FRemer @ EEEl | R
qitar A FEECI R @FE AFeT At wcwsn 10 z_t Constitution @
aepita Sf 931 2T AZSiN @) &0 9 et e TR TS | 2 ol TR
s T @ alzet 2t RS @ FE A5 o bR | cn fifs atd sigeta
AApta 71AfS ¢F T T Uz 1 plg I 32 (27 B AfAfST 72 /AW G
Sifera ) W GCACT! A Sl FIHE AR FHA 1% e wifzea

namia fz@l fRCE €1 training & fF SY quoo FEAM AGT F9 {2 €27
a7 [ e qatacd czteh, AT gt fim creaeT e wam @h 1. AR 'y
(et m R wce Hzaci @im sifEen i cleibiel ceieer e ATl
iAo o T @l o faor @i feaeh ) celRibies =,
% AfelgaT o @71 fEeTd R @i StelkET =T 3R A, 0 3ial
Satziatn oged - Zieaie e fata cee win (@ 9% SF wAw cgieh |

Srijut HEM CHANDRA HAZARIKA: I shall take five minutes
iy, wAE 14T BIET BITFRT TG AT N freg | OTR A Boma
stediniz Teq fad | T2 W@ 2T T Afet @ wife 7 Fwig g sfe
Gr afs T 9za ez ARTR | AFNER AN AlAg T FAT AT AATT L
Fefe Aol 731 [fE adt 7 ofd 7ol s @t eialty “ApteTt BN ¢z
Afirg | (Tl el TR 26t difvae “Aptent $H3 @fate | cist g
dfors @iz e diel TWgas ST "a F{79 Al =1 o3 7 At G
iz g Al ¥R GOSN Aptema T Tty Aty sl i
Fra | Ac vl 4T F3t3 s i fFe quagat a9t 9ty 9o T 47,

* At wtae Hifte “Ee [{e Aawfiet @fte fF35 o [eTe (oo Amfest Fig |

@ 3981 ifeere ofF A= CST AR IfC At % oot =i afw
<feq alm Az (SUARA (98 zrel cfierel 29 SRz eifers
cor fRgm wAyt @R PR G @it Tfq oI TR AT 2T 1 @iw
aaate sagia f[et [ei fmms geife 4=t a@qte o 3edfs 9=t s

3fig fr eApieia =40 3fes 29 TE6ia At FfaIca Aty I AT A ety

st flas wze, o8 AiE fiwfan awE Mwtdtay g fowt <7
Frlopian dffme <@ @19 fea feq famgs SAlawfvs! IpiRe 9%l FEIca
Gty GG | T oo gtafas sifds, Anid” [Rets 3t @iw [et [Regg [Rodss
A5 U e TfEST CFES, sfeztir v@e, @@ (vaw 7w f{ois
Arqfiet ate <@ AT i (o AmEe odalT ARt At 1 eifers a2 @2
e Educationists 798wl AFNd SRt @ o
Assistant Director of Public Instructions, Additional Assistant
Director of Public Instruction, Inspectors, Assistant Inspectors 3
qeqrt qge  mAS  (SUTHICE  4ERIfEF WA T wmiz gl «@®
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Retfa efqata aw=a o4t 76719 @7 wmta Aot 44 cdtat Fleat orpiag it
ol aisfT fra o=t 912 1 sifecs 73 ot AL FTA A TEqT opry
T3 A5S AFTHA F9EHT At tdtat Frwtopataig ARRST iy 7, 47t slg-sidt e
Afbaq Ftard Aqfaat faeg |

SR PIbs e m3Es qon am v wwa wets wtacd fiwe qFE BiEa
es 9fFg TEm Gbls g=alm g AT A 99 [{EAlCF wastn Faies wfp
Ffg 0T AR AT ) Bz w4 98 e, 9t Bow AF 74T
sfSdtacE 212 FAta «TT 2w Aipe (Fizta SB16137) ffem @t wdm sfeess i
SfEea cal-at FCATOR cordeT WY T 2 WE 12 FANTE S 2 cafay
T 97 TG zT Atzaca wfs aiRE Felt 75 |

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. Member has taken already seven minutes

Srijut  HEM CHANDRA HAZARIKA: 3% aifirs Suice F9 cditet 3,
92 AF-TE {EfE qite w2 9912 2 @it | cita qacst FaEd 4% FrYe,
AT IS G2RFCF ¢F, 9T 47t S Frrwd AEt 9412 o2 qdtey wivn A9
balaa 72 AT o I3, Atrafd aifgata [tar zean

Maulavi ATAUR RAHMAN : Sir, I wish to say a few words not with a
view to criticise the Government but to draw their attention to the problem of
education in the areas .affected by the disturbances last year. Ido not know
whether the hon. Members are aware of the amount of havoc that was done
to the educational institutions in those areas, but I think they will have a tair idea
if I refer to only one subdivision, viz., Barpeta, where not less then 100 Primary
Schools were destroyed, and a proportionate number of middle schools also shared
the same fate. Now, Sir the people of those affected areas have returneq and are
trying to rehabilitate themselves, but it is well to remember that these people are
no better than destitutes and thus c1r_cumst.anc.cd 1t 1s next to impossible for them
to reconstruct and reopen the educational institutions, whll]gll they reared up b
decades of labour and money, all by themselves. I think, therefore, that

= s it
was incumbent upon Government to make a special . provision for the reconstr .
tion and rcopening of those educational institutions. When it is remembered

3 Government has been to introduce compulsory Etucae
;?l?jt i?}?é?,"il:fﬂiso:tgf 1;'emembered that hundrcdshof 'puplfls“anﬁ S1t_uden 5% g }1](2) o
have been by circumstances debarred from a;rmg tlglxr c e;nsllegl educ
;:r?:5s one’s comprehension as to how ;hls aspect &;n at }Iljirso ! s:ln o nation blliIding
has entirely escaped sympathetic consi elrattont. s nlectl_on It migh; 5]
at the whole problem (_)f.reset!: emen these people in the 5 i e
e Prime Mmlstelrs tAgr:cI;necilr?;m;yl" lihmag Benit :
ate i n as to what wa i inn the Pri T
fate is lartgelir)lief}?;(ieré;;lpge no denying of the fact that thes me Minj
35:1:6 grr?der;:z’xrcel of our Assamesc soc1§ty, t{a.nd ss such we owe a duty to e
that they may not lag behind in education ue to circumstanceg which 4
not of their making. I would therefore suggest, Sir, that Government Shvere
be able to earmark, even at this late hour, a hqnds.ome.amount for the recq and
tion and reopening of the_educauqn_al INstitutions in those areag L
furthermore submit- that special provision r:hould be made for anti.n would
and scholarships to the hundreds ot." pupils and students, fnc]llclilagq stipends
students of those areas. I have finished, Sir, 3 college

ati()n,

argued th
areas is covered by th

StEl‘S’
€ People form ,
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Srijut NILMANI PHOOKAN: Sir, I wantto say a few words.

The CHAIRMAN: I hope the hon. Member will not take more than
two minutes. _

Srijut NILMANI PHOOKAN :—I will possibly finish within 5 minutes.

Sir, we congratulate the Hon’ble Minister of Fducation for a Budget of Rs.
1, 69, 75,000 for Education. This is certainly an improvement, but it will have
to be seen whether the money has been equitably distributed ameng all kinds
of institutions ; that is of course a different matter. I will first speak about the
ideological difficulties which were mentioned in the speeches of my predecessors.
Sir, recently I had been to Delhi to attend a meeting of the Cultural Society over
which the Education Minister himself presided. T want to preface my speech with
the weighty words which. he uttered. Maulana Abul Kalamn Azad said: “An
Indian language has attained the status of the national language, and other

" Indian languages are enjoying the status of State languages in their own areas.

Indian languages are also being increasingly used in higher education, and in
the course of the next 15 years or so, they will completely replace English as
the medium of instruction at all stages of education™. Again, he said “Since
literature and culture can flourish best in an atmosphere free from the restrictive
influences of officialdom it was proper that the Royal Asiatic Society should
reconimend that the Trust should be an independent body’>. These weighty
words came out from the mouth of one of the greatest savants not only of the
East but possibly of the varld of literatue at the present moment. So, if we
start from that point, and if we really believe that our educational poiley, not
only of this State hut of the whole of lh(; Republic, will be based on the basic
educational policy of Mahatma Gandhi and if we also feel that the whole
educational policy must be changed to that ojcctiv_c then, Sir, at this moment to
think of English, how to express thr_ough the medium of English, to think what
would be our fate if we cannot glibly speak English, these things ...............

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: The bon. Member is speaking
in English now. )

Sé;‘ijut NILMANI PHOOKAN: Yes, I am talking in English. Do you
want me to speak in Assamese 2 It is not a matter of joke for an Hon’ble
Minister to interrupt in this way. I am taking the matter very sericusly.

Now, my Friends Dr. Ghaudhur_y and Mr. Sarwan believe, and I believe I
am right in thinking s, also, that if we give up English from the lower classes,
then in the higher classes in the College the students will find it very difficult to
know 'the scientific terms of words. I‘can say that when a student in the High
School at the present moment can begin the alphabet in Arabic or Sanskrit from
Class VII, when he goes to some College where English is glibly talked, in spite
of this drawback in Sanskrit and Arabic he can read Raghu Vangsha and other
Arabic classicals in the (_]o]lcgt.: with good results. A student with a good back-
ground in vernacular if he bc_gms to learn any language at later years, say from
Class VII he will learn effectively more than what he learnt within 8 years from
Class III to Class X. That point we must not miss. I am quite convinced that
English should not be taken up from Class III because for 150 years we have
been taught, parrot—hke E_ﬂghSh and the English ideology and mentality has
been stereotyped in our minds and that we have not been able to give up that
mentality as yet. Otherwise Lord Macz}ulay al_ld his kind would not have said that
the student of India should be ta_ught in English—he should be made an English-
man in every way except his skin- ({aughter) and that fact still continues even
in our present independent country. So the Government have evéry reason
that English should not be given prominence specially at the present moment
when yonwant to buildup your national ideology.
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Now, as regards the other point which my hon. Friend Dr. Chaudhury has
raised about the change to Hindi script, I can say that in the Delhi Conference,
where all languages have been represented, every representative from all over
the States laid emphasis to this point, that is, that this is not the opportune
time to change the script of any language and the Hindi script also shall have
to be improved scientifically so that in process of time when this script might
take root in the minds of all the people speaking different languages in the State,
then we can adopt one script in the process of time but not just now. That is
what I feel, Sir. It is only when the script and the culture of the people are
the result of evolutionary process of the human mind, it cannot be changed by
any administrative mechanism, nor can it be shaped on the legislative anvil. It
will grow of its own growth by its own evolutionary process; it cannot be
mechanised, it cannot be handled by any ordinary mechanic whether in the
Legislative Assembly or ia the Government Benches.

So, I think my hon. Friend Dr. Chaudhury has znisunders_tood the Goverement’s
action in taking public opinion in this regard. The question was a result of a
Resolution mooted out in the last Education Conference held at Gauhati;
somebody suggested that this Resolution was dealing with a serious matter
and let the Government seek the opinion of the people in the matter. That is
why Government is taking public opinion in the matter: Government has not
decided that the script should be changed. My Friend need not be afraid of
this becaue if the Government or anybody c]_sc forcibly Change the seript by a
stroke of pen the whole peoplc—thg whole literary world of Assam_:.m-ld the
whole masses also will rise against 1t. As for x_nysclf, I am not bchcvmg in
immediate change of Script. 1 feel that the question has been untimely mooted

out in the Assembly Hall.

Then as regards the sugge
that the Wardha Institution sh9uld
point also I had a discussion with so
States in Delhi and also with the aut

stion raised by my Friend, Shri Kedarmal Brahmin,
be accepted as a standard institution, on thijs
me leading men of Hindi Prochar Samities of
horities of the} Ministry of Education at De]hj.
inion was to have more institutions for

Hisiiey i ﬁ'n?l'that tIhtc g\i?l?mgeoplggtter for the country to propagate O;nt:.l:
teac}}mg of H{nd}-_ very nook throughout the length and breadth of India ang
duction of I—!u;rl in econgrnon language as soon as possible.  This was s
& m{:lk.e Hlip ; I?resident Dr. Rajendra Prasad. So ?:ln thlsbpc)mt also we must
the opinion of our :ts root in the people of our State an m;lt ¢ too hasty R
allow Hindi to take 1ts 1] encourage those ipstitutions who are bent ‘on e,
o | h0pe_Govcrnment Wt have mo reason to support th1s] or that institugion
ching Hindi. Govemmf:l'l1 as official agency- Just as the culture of the Pet')ple
which they can only Conttr};)ese institutions also should have a free atmosphere o

not be controlled, sO 1d help those institutions who are doin .
can The Government shou 1131 our State with better results, g their

;}égo%: (E)\; the spread of Hindi language
UDHURY (Deputy Ming
MOHAN CHO puty Minister) .
Srijut MA %Eg;lc)lfll{uﬁy for delivering a bala}x:ce:g:l1 speech on the discussi())n o{' :lin
thankful to Dr. ¢ Tt is for the first time 1 have hear Dr..Chaudhury placing 5 bae
Education Grant. Dr. Chaudhury has opened his speech with a Charg(:

; f things. e : A
Ll ‘?r‘f;v 8 Government are making discrimination bet-
agalnst

¢ institutions and mon-Government institutions,
ween the gngﬂ’eel{;ll;lgrtlitiscrimination at all, but this Government is doinglthgﬂ- 1:1czt
say that 11:110V€: this discrimination. If I disclose the budgetary position of 194 4:
o t?i I;;‘lat of today then this assertion of ‘mine will be very clear to the hop
45 a!}; < For the year 1944-45 Government granted 0,-]'13, R$.50,620 to the non:
g:\?;rr?;ént colleges, but this year the budgetary position is that they have
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sanctioned Rs.3,52,468, that means 6 times of the amount spent by the then Goy-
ernment when we were not in power. Again, in the case of direct grant to secon-
dary schools for the year 1944-45 when this Government was not 1n power, Goy-
ernment spent Rs.5,40,225 only. Now this amount has amounted to Rs.19,98,937’
that means 4 times the Government spent in 1944.45. By this disclosure it
will be very clear to Dr. Chaudhury that this Government is bent upon removing
the discrimination that now exists between the Government and non-Govern-
ment institutions. I do not say that grants now budgeted or sanctioned by Go-
vernment for non-Government institutions or colleges is adequate, Itis not
adequate I would say, but this Government is doing their best to remove the di-
fficulties that are now being experienced by the teachers of the non-Government
institutions. Regarding primary school teachers, something has been said. In
the vear 1944-45 the pay of the primary school teacher was only Rs.12 and
now this amount has been raised to Rs.35 a month., This means that there has
been an increase by 300 per cent. of the pay of the primary school teacher. I do
not say that we have fulfilled the whole object, but what I want to say is that this
Government is doing their utmost to remove the difliculties that are now being

experienced by these poorly paid teachers.

Dr. Chaudhury has referred to the Government circular to refund the amoun
of overdrawal by the secondary school teachers. ~ Whatever may be the view of
the teachers, if a mistake has been detected that mistake should be rectified, and
so the teachers overdrawing the amount have been asked to refund it. I believe
Dr Chaudhury has not espoused a right cause. Government placed certain for-
mula as recommended by the Pay Committee for consideration to these teg-
chers and it was their duty not to come to a wrong calculation whereby they over-
drew some money from the public exchequer. Itis therefore now the duty of

the teachers to refund the same.

Dr. Chaudhury has z}dvocated the cause of the restoration of two posts of
Class I Educational Service. One of these posts was held by the Assistant Direc-
tor of Public Instruction fo_r Sanskrit Education and the other by the Assistant
Director of Public Instruction for Islamic Studies. I may remind the hon. Mem-
bers that this Government is charged very often for maintaining a top heavy
administration. To remove top heaviness even partly Government decided to
abolish these two posts. Without these posts Government could very well manage
the Department. Therefore Dr. Chaudhury should not find fault with the Gg-

vernment on this score.

It is a news to me thata huge amount of money had to lapse under the head
¢cSocial Adult Education”. I do not kaow of such a case. That a large amount
of money has lapsed for the failure. of the Government to spend it in time is not
a fact. However, when this has been brought to the notice of the Government

they would enquire about 1t.

Another charge of ]?r. Chaudhury is that this Government has not done any-
thing to introduce the lflnc_lcrgartcn system of Education in our State. Govern-
ment is not sitting over 1t _s1lently. In Jorhat such a School has been opened
under the direct supervision _and.gmdanpe of the Inspector of Schools. Another
school has been started by Srimati Pramila Pandit Barua at Chekanidhora for
which Government has sanctioned a certain amount as grant. I therefore cannot
agree with Dr. Chaudhury that Government is sitting idle on this matter.

Coming to the Text Book Committee, Dr. Chaudhury has revealed that the
text books prescribed by this Gommittee for schools are not always made available
in the market. Fdo not know if such a thing has ever been brought to the notice
of the Government. However, Government would look into this, and the persons
responsible will be taken to task.
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With regard to introduction of Devnagri script in place of Assamese script

I would like to say that Government has not yet decided either way. A resolu-
tion was passed in the Education Conference............
Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: Ona point of personal informa-

tion, at whose initiative Government convened this Conference ?

Srijut MAHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY (Deputy Minister) : It
must be at some body’s initiative the Conference was convened by Government in
the interest of education of Assam and to this educationists like Dr. Tarachand,
Dr. Jha, Secretary of Education Department, Central Provinces and Dr. Sen,
Secretary, Education Department, West Bengal Government were invited. Besid-
es, all the educationists of Assam attended this Conference and in that Confe-
rence many important points were raised. Some _of th.e invitees raised this ques-
tion of changing the Assamese script into Devnagri script also. I do not know
exactly who raised this question, but this much I know that this question was
raised at the instance of some of invitees to the Conference and there was a
sub-committee formed to discuss the question and in that sub-committee a resolu-
tion was passed to the effect that public opipion should bc_ elicited on the issue of
change of Assamese script inte Devnagri script. Wl_len this resolul.lon.has come up
to Government, Government want to take the opinion of the public in favour of
T inst the change of Assamese script.

3 ag’f‘l}lqcrc h:scbeeng wailing on the part of Dr. Ghauc.lh.ury and Prof. Sarwan
regarding abolition of English from Class III. Abolition of Class III is not
part of the programme of abolition of Eng_'hsh from clas§ I1TI onward to clas:s Vi
year after year. Class I1I has been abolished from High Schools and Middle
English Schools only because it has been found rcdundgnt. We can very well
adjust the Matriculation course in 7 years 1nsteadbolf. hrgggnllg it for 8 years,
Itis for this reason that Class IIT has been abolished. I may inform _the

t is for y is seriously thinking of abolition of English from
House that this Government 1s d Prof. Sarwan think that our instructio
class IV onwards. Dr. Chaudhury an ITII. English is b 4

: lish EngllSh ﬁ-qm Glass. . Lng 18 ound to g0

would suffer if we abolish Er has given a time limit of 15 years for Eng]; h
from India. Indian Gonstlf[:u}tliolg 15asygears one year is already out and 14 Siasrs
to remain in India. Qut_ of t esthiﬂk seriously whether we should fall jp line
remain. Therefore itis time to endation of the Constitution of Indis.
with the rest of India and the recomm

N CHAUDHURY: English was being tay

f ht
has given a life of English language for 15 yeg

Dr. EMRAN .I'IU.SAI
before. This Constitution

OHAN CHOUDHURY (Deputy Mip

Sriju_t MAHEN;)I;gr ;;4 a]rcad_y gone and there remain only ].4, y
I was saying that on d. that English is bound to 80 much earljer
can assure my Friend, hieved much before the time limjit,

i 3om ill be ac : S I want ¢
cars. This object wi lace now in India. It is better therefor
z.ssert Go lr]?r:lglléls}]ablz)al‘?shn%z%lish from Class IV onwards to Clags Sautiat
sconer we sho

VI
b and am glad to inform the House that Government ; Sranually
year by year,

8 Considering

3 ly. . .
this matter verg_scrﬁﬁicllfl Dr. Chaudhury has raised is that My
Another thing Muslims were given special Scholarsh;

; duced.
ships hag’;cfﬁgiéecommunity in Assam. Now the Muslimsg
were a

iSter) s
ears. I
than Jq4

slim Scholar-
Ps when they

AR are one of the most
s i therefore it is an ip 1

unities of India and Sult to that great -
adva-r:;egoccfﬁr?t as backward for the sake of a few scholarships. = R
muni ‘

qars,

=
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Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: What about poor people ?

Srijut MAHENDRA MOQOHAN CHAUDHURY (Deputy Minister);
There are poor students in all communities—Hindus as well as Muslims. There-
fore poor people should get equal treatment irrespective of thei community.
Dr. Chaudhury should congratulate Government that they have abolished such
discrimination and have decided to award scholarships for all students irrespec-
tive of their community.

Another point which Messrs. Phookan and Hazarika raised was about the
controversics going on betwcen two rival Samiiies regarding Hindi Prachar in
Assam. Some other forum should be choosen by them for discussion of the sub-
ject instead of raising it here.

Srijut NILMiANI PHOOKAN : I ncver meant this, I said in that Confe-
rence every speakers said that Hindi should be lingua franca of India. No
agency should be patronised by Government more than any other. If that
happens here that should be rectified.

Srijut MAHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHURY (Deputy Minister): I
have nothing to revise my previous statement, though Shri Phookan now tries
to explain away things like this. Sir, there is no question of any society being
given grant or patronage. There is the Budget provision for starting a Hindi
Teacher Training Institute and Government have undertaken to train teachers
for propagation of Hindi in our country. The question which Mr. Hazarika
raised a question that Government had not seen their way to increase the
number of experts through special studies. He says that subjectwise scholar-
ships should be given. I cannot agree with what he has said. But we are in
favour of giving specialised education. We are granting Post-Graduate
Scholarships and Research Scholarships. By this we are trying to send our stu-

dents to other places for specialising subjects.

Mr. Ataur Rahman has appealed to Government that we should look with
sympathy to those students in the areas which have been devastated during the last
communal disturbance. This Government is taking a sympathetic view of
what he has said and assure h’im that they will do their best if any specific case
is brought to their notice. ~ With these words I would request Dr. Chaudhury

to withdraw his Cut Motion.

The CHAIRMAN : What does the hon. Member propose to do ?

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: In order to please my hon.
Friend, I beg leave of the House to withdraw my Cut Moation.

(The Cut Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.)

The CHAIRMAN : The question is:
“That a sum not exceeding Rs.1,69,75,000 be granted to defray the charges

which will come in course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March
1952, for the administration of the head ‘37.—Education’,”

The Motion was adopted.
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Grant No.19
40.-Ag£iculture

The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: On the recommendation of
His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg,.Sir, to move that a sum not
exceeding Rs.59,47,200 be granted to defray the charges which will come in
course of payment during the year ending on the 3lst March 1952, for the
administration of the head ‘40.—Agriculture’. 2

The CHAIRMAN: Motion moved :

¢“That a sum not exceeding Rs.59,47,200 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March

1952, for the administration of the head ‘40.-—Agriculture’.
There are two Cut Motions standing in the name of Mr. Hardman and

Maulavi Muhammad Nazmul Haque. Mr. Hardman may move his Cut
Motion. I hope he will be brief.

Mr. J. S. HARDMAN : I beg, Sir, to move that the total provision of
Rs.59,47,200 under grant No.19, Major head—40.—Agriculture, at page 164
_of the Budget, be reduced by Re.1l, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of
Rs.59,47,200 do stand reduced by Re.l.

The object is to raise a general discussion. At the outset, I would point
out that three quarter of an hour has been fixed for the discussion of this
subject and it was at our instarce this allocation of time was made, if perchance
there has been excess of time taken in other Grants it seems to me unfortu-
nate that adequate time cannot be granted for sueh an important subject as

Agriculture. oy
Secondly, from the Treasury Benches there came an objection to the form
in which Cut Motions are being proposed. It‘was suggested that it T e
unfair on Government—if not unparliamentary—to table a Cut Motion in the
form of raising 2 general discussion. I will, Sir, brlmﬂy R T
why this practice appears to he becoming more general.
that when the quesfion of discussing a Cut Motion is con.
> .- the gencral practice 1s to accept _the Cut. Motiookwl:
sidered by ‘fgglycil:“r;ossible all the Motions included in the list, When, Si}l
time als.w}t‘:d i pecames desabionion SIS that an opportunity is obtained
e T e desirous of a change, T feel that they
‘f})‘r ‘Sllfgai;‘rég‘;a’te some different method by which priority should be given in
) ions.
dealing with Cut Motion

It will be recalled

ol the further problem of deal_ing with a variety of subiect

altogftkllnec}: lejliatllsgoftant but perhaps of less vital importance in themse{vess tl?:rf
collectively of impqrtance./
AIRMAN : I think, the hon. Members should table Cyt Motinns

H shoulc
TheC Government could get previous lnformatiOn so that

that
- Ch a wa-Y
Elos:rnment may come prepared.
. t Motion is in order to raise a general dj :
ourse, this Cu general discussion, i
Of c . for all not only for the Mover but to Government o givelzn}\;fl

be of advantage
mation as to wha

he moves.

+ would be the light of argument in regard to the Cut Motion
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Mz J.S. HARDMAN: Thank you, Sir.

Turning to the points dealing with Agriculture, I will attempt to be as
brief as possible. It has been alrcady pointed out that difficulties have been
experienced in the current year owing to the shortage of supply of ahu seed.
The supply has been quite inadequate to meet the demand. I know of many tea
gardens, to mention only one type of case, where land has been brought under
cultivation, tractors have heen purchased, heavy expenditure incurred in the
expectation that seed would be supplied by the Department but, unfortunately,
the Department has not been able so far to make the necessary arrangements.
There is still time and we trust that the Hon’ble Minister will be able to give us
today an assurance that all demands for supply of seeds will be adequately met
and promptly met.

The second point to which I will make a reference is' the most unsatisfactory
method of preparing statistics of food-crops (hear, hear}. I have had occasion
to examine the forecasts of the rice crop for the current year and I have regretta-
bly come to the conclusion that never in recent history has forecasting of crops
proved to be so unsatisfactory. I was intrigued by the magnitude of the arrears
that had occurred and therefore I went into the question somewhat more deeply
than otherwise would have been the case. .

We find, in case of the early autumn crop that there is a wide wvariation of
the acreage under the crop. pr, it is evident that the time when the first
forecast is made of the autumn rice crop that the land has already been sown
and it is therefore surprising to find that the variation in acreage, as opposed
to outturn, should be so large. In the case of one district alone, Kamrup—
reported a decline of 40 thousand acres ‘between the first and final forecast.
There are still even more pcrplexmg_ variations, when we turn to the Aman
crop of rice. In the casc of .Cachar in the first estimate we find a detailed
statement made regarding increase in the acreage above the normal. The
increase in area was stated to be due to the extension of cultivation and favour-
able weather at the beginning of this season.

Let us turn to the final forecast, the decrease in area in Cachar area is
stated to be due to unfavourable weather which prevented cultivators from
sowing. We have increase du1e to favourable weather at the time of sowing.
In the final forecast, we have decrease due to unfavourable weather at the same

time. : e
Now, Sibsagar has reported in the first forecast an increase due to favour-

able weather and it attempts to explain the decline in the acreage under cultiva-
tion at the time of the final forecast as being due to the Earthquake.

Well, 1 have made careful enquiries which covered quite wide areas of
Sibsagar district and I am assured not only by tea planters, but others, that
any damage to cultivation due to the Earthquake in the Sibsagar district has:
been negligible. It cannot possibly explain the very large decrease in acreage in
the return which has been submitted.

Eight districts reported very substantial increases in acreage at the time of
the first forecast but these districts have been compelled to explain away
large decreases in_the final cstimate. The same trend appears to apply to yield
also. The rainfall statistics which are appended to the forecast show no surpris-
ing variations except in the case of two districts, the Garo Hills in the month of
July and Nowgong in the month of Novem};;r,

I feel that such astounding variations taking place in the estimates demand
explanations. As regards acreage at le?.st, which must be based on statistics
Government have a great deal to explain when they produce a final estima té
showing such wide variations  In point of fact winter rice forecast is the lowest
on record for 10 years, which suggests that in spite of the activities of the Agricul-
ture Department over a decade and  the efforts which have been made in the



526 DEMANDS FOR GRANTS [22ND MaR,

Grow-More-Food Campaign, there has been ar, un-explained fall in the area and
productivity of the crop. Itis very unfortunate that these variations should
occur, as these reports are relied upon by traders and must adversely affect
Government Procurement operations.  The changes, which we would suggest
now are, that (;overnment should utilise their Statistical Department. It should
be their first task to embark on the overhauling of the crop statistics particularly of
the rice crop in Assam. In the case of Bengal, the Indian Statistical Institute
under Professor Mahalanobis prepared a scheme for accurately estimating the
outturn of the jute crop. I believe that the scheme worked very stastisfactorily,
May we ask thc Government to give this question the highest priority ?

The final point which I wish to draw the attention of the Government is
the unsatisfactory method of presenting the result of Grow-More-Food Campaign.
In some cases, it is far from clear what result had been achieved. We realise
perfectly well that every scheme which Government undertake cannot necessarily
prove to be a success. We do not even expect Government to show that every
scheme has in fact justified the expenditure. But there seems to be little means
of gauging what results have been achieved by any particular scheme, although
these should be capable of analysis. I have noticed in the Budget that Govern-
ment are proposing to employ their statistical staff on this. In some cases it is
not merely a question of statistical appraisal but of reports by competent officers
being needed who have examined the scheme to give reliable estimates of the

results which in their opinion have been achieved.

The CHAIRMAN : Gut Motion moved :

““That the total provision of Rs.59,47,200 under Grant No.19, Major head—
40.— Agriculture, at page 164 of the Budget, be reduced by Re. 1 e =the
amount of the whole grant of Rs.59,47,200 do stand reduced by Re.1.”

i NAZMAL HAQUE: Sir, as the time at our disposal is ver
Short?ﬁagia:;thggpose to speak in detall.on the matter, but I shall only clra\,-.)r(
the attention of the Government to certain schems=s. 'I‘want to know what are
the resultant benefits achieved from these schemes. I he schemes are—(i) The
Cattle Nutrition Scheme, (i) Improving paddy seeds and (i) Intensive cultivation

. dry, I want to know what improve
scheme In recard to animal husbandry, 1 wa p ment has
been effected togwards improving the breeding in rural areas and what steps haye
been taken to supply breeding bulls in the rural areas for the Improvement of

the village cattle.
With these words, I take my seat.
The CGHAIRMAN : The Hon’ble Minister will now please reply

OMEO KUMAR DAS:  Sir, T p, thank the
his discussion. During these few days, this Hous

iscussing about food crisis. I haq been listeninc
with attention the points raised durl?‘g;hese_d:scusgmns: and [ think I shoulg
take this opportunity to meet some 0(;It ¥ pmndshr/'lalsed In the previous discussions
besides the points raised by Mr. Hag‘ i St HaQ}l?- I hope you will
pardon me if I state that previous discussions on food crisis lacked constructive
suggestions. I admit at the outset that our agriculture which lacked comprehen-
sive plan and policy during the rule of our predecessors needs a new policy.
It not only nceds a basic change of the fundamentals, byt it also demands a
concerted action on the part of the Government and also of (e people. Here I

The Hon’ble Srijut
hon. Members for initiating t
was more or less engaged in d
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need not go into the fundamentals of this new policy which relate to land tenure,
prevention of fragmentation of holdings, consolidation of holdings, etc., but
I propose to take the main factors which directly bear on the agriculture, . e.,
the question of improved variety of seeds, which my hon. Friend, Mr. Hardman,
pointed out, and also the question of better control of pest and disease, better
control of water supply and better use of manure, better implement, better
system of cropping, etc. Mr. Hardman, has raised the question of supplying
Ahu seeds. I must bring to the notice of the House that previously, it was the
custom to procure seeds {rom the markets and to supply them to the cultivators
at concessional rates. The defect of this system was that seeds had to be pur-
chased through the contractors on tender system and it was liable to
adulteration. Besides this, this system leaves out the question of improved seeds.
After careful consideration, we had abandoned such scheme. When this Govern-
ment took charge of this administration, the production of improved variety of
seed was very low.  During these years we had tried our utmost to increase the
production of seeds of improved variety. We have been able to raise this to
two to three thousand maunds of seeds from few hundred maunds. I hope this
production will increase by next year to more than five thousand maunds. ~ ‘I'hen
coming to next point raised, i. e, failure to supply seeds, I must bring to the
notice of the House that this year has been an extraordinary year.

The cultivators of Goalpara, Kamrup, Darrang and Nowgong, who are used
to Ahu cultivation and did not generally depend on our seeds excepting only seeds
of the improved variety to a small extent, have to come in for supply from
Government owing to the loss of seed stocks of those areas due to communal dis-
turbance. In Goalpara alone we had to meet a demand of more than 5,000
maunds ; on the other hand, I must point out that due to the propaganda
carried on by the Congress organisation and oth.er Pubhc bodi_es the cultivators
of Upper Assam, who were not used to Ahu cultivation, have this year taken this
up in right carnest, a}ld so the demand on the Department has been extraordi-
narily heavy. In Dibrugarh alone nearly 1,600 maunds of seed has been -
supplied, in Jorhat 3,500 maunds, in _Sach,ya 200 maunds, in Golaghat 750
maunds, in Darrang 2,000 maunds and in Sibsagar 600 maunds have already
been supplied and arrangements have been made to supply another 3 to 400
maunds. In Nowgong 700 maunds was supplied, and about the same quantity
was supplied in Cachar. T ; ;

Then there is another difficulty with regard to the distribution of seeds,
Three kinds of seeds are being distributed in the district of Sibsagar, uiz., (1)
improved variety from our Government farms at the rate of Rs.8-8-0, (2) the seeds
procured from the tribal areas of Kamrup at the rate of .Rs.ll-B-O, and (3) the
seeds locally procured from some Qf the Miri areas of the Sibsagar district at a still
higher rate. It isonly the Miris in Upper Assam who are accustomed to cultiva-
tion of Ahu, Then, Sir, the price of locally procured seeds in Upper Assam had
to be raised because the cultivators were not willing to part with their stock
at the Government rate, and Finance f_lad to be‘consultcd for raising the rate,
Owing to this 1. e., three kinds of seeds being supplied I admit that the cultivators
are experiencing some difficulties because they do not want seeds at higher rate,
That is one of the reasons why there has been much clamour about the distribu-
tion of Ahu seeds.

Then, Sir, regarding the I.'T.A., Mr Hardman has requested me to supply the
L.T.A. with seeds adequately. 1,000 maunds of seeds have already been supplied
to the I.T.A. gardens in Upper Assam. Last year a large quantity of seeds was
supplied to some of the I. T. A. gardens and it was expected that the tea
planters, who got these primary seeds from the farms, should preserve the stock
for this year also. But owing to the non- observance of the instructions issued or
due to the ignorance of the instructions issued some of the Managers issued

/
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also the seed raised in the gardens to their labourers for their consumption
and so they were left without any stock to depend upon. When I went to
Dhekiajuli some time ago, some of the Managers of that aren met me and one of
the Superintendeats (I think he was the Superintendent of the Dibru-Darrang
Tea Estate) requested me to supply him with some quantity of Ahu seeds. He
stated that he had issued the stock produced with the primary seeds supplied last
year to the labourers for their consumption. In spite of this, Sir, arrangements
have been made to supply this garden with some quantity of primary seeds from
the Dalgaon farm. Sir, I shall try my best to help the I T.A. who are taking
a great interestin the Grow-More-Food Campaign. Some of them have invested
a big sum of money in purchasing tractors and have opened up large areas for
cultivation. In the Dhekiajuli area itself they have already opened up more
than 1,000 acres. I shall try my best to help them with supplics of seeds.

Then, Sir, Mr. Hardman raised the question of statistics. I admit, Sir, that
our statistics are not infallible. But I must point out that agricultural statistics
were not the concern of the Agriculture Department so long. The custom
in vogue was for the field staff of the Revenue Department to collect the primary
figures, which were then compiled in Shillong by the Agriculturg Department.
This I must point out was due to the lack of a comprehensive policy previously.
He has particularly mentioned about the Ahu forecast of this year. He said that
at the time of preliminary forecast the weather was mentioned to be seasonable but
at the time of final forecast the production was shown to be lower than the first
forecast as due to unseasonable weather. I must admit that there might have crept
in some mistakes. But this factor should also be taken into consideration, that
continuous drought at the time of flowering hampered production. The House
is aware that this Government had taken steps to improve the statistical machi-
nery and a statistical organisation has already been established. With the help of
this statistical machinery we are trying to assess the recults achieved by the Grow-
More-Food Campaign. and also to find out the yield rate by carrying on crop
cutting experiments. Criticisms have often times been_made of the huge expen-
diture of the Grow-More-Food Scheme and having realised the need for evolving
an agency to determine th(la aet result in terms of focd production we have made

sess the results. .

a.tten;ptri“tlztas admit that the additional productions shown in the reports
published by the Agriculture Department arlc mﬁre Ol.ﬂhl.ess on rough calculation
on the basis of yield rates estimated previousy .- ut this year after conducting
the crop cutting experiment we havc; been ab eIto assess some resu1t§ only in three
districts. This report is not yet _avallablc, but I may sLatchor the information of
the House that the additional yield as foundG Ouht by 1 (‘-1 -ta_tlit'mal Department
varies from two to three maunds. In tl’(lic aIu %“ ganoe Y ]15 2'54 maunds while
in the Nalbari circle it is 3 to 35 -maﬁug S.I ri\T ezpur circle1tis 2:24 maunds
while in the Dhekiajuli ,Cl_rde igis 0,5 d nIt owg?ng él:lr?le 1t3s 2°'16 maunds
while in the Mikir Hilllsl 11:115 3'91_1:n 211112;1(:1 PSII‘ o must be admitted that the yield
i i son is unusually lower 1 5 i ]

in thgfl ie%-r o, Mr. Naz mal Haque, 1}~]a1scd a igmg.t regarc}mg the result o the
cattle nutrition scheme. Some results have so iar been achieved from the experi-
mental research work with various kinds of grasses indigenous to Assam and from
the results it is found that somc of t.he incigenous grasses contain protein and
other digestible salts and might be sultabl? for cattle fodder. This scheme seeks
to find out what grasses would be more suitable as cattle fodder.

Regarding the point raised with regard to the huge expenditure in the Grow-
More-Food Scheme, the House is aware from t_he Budget what are the schemes
for which money has been provided. Manure is necessary for increased production
and provision has been made f(_)r encouraging the cultivators to make : compost
nanure and also bone-meal is supplied to the Khasi and Jaintia Hills.

A
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Mr. Larsingh stated the other day that the Government supply of bone-meal in
the Khasi and Jaintia Hills had kept down the price of bone-meal supplied by
individual traders to the cultivators in tbhis area. %

With regard to the minor irrigation projects which is necessary for increased
production, the House is aware that the schemeis being operated on sharing of
50 per cent. of the expenditure by the cultivators and more than T00 such schemes
are being executed during this year. To find out that this expenditure is:spent
to the best advantage of the people, we are supplying lists to the Members of the
Legislature in the Subdivisions concerned so that they may inspect these schemes
and help the cultivators in having more such schemes.

Before conclading, I must mention that the present Government has realised
the defects in the agricultural policy so long followed in the past. Itlacked a
comprehensive plan. As I have already mentioned that this comprehensive plan
is related to the reform of land tenure system. = In that direction the Government
has already taken steps by initiating measures to reform our land tenure by
abolishing Zamindary and by legislating the Adhiar Act. Of course I realise
that there has been delay in this matter, but such mecasures take time.

Before resuming my seat I want to bring another point to the notice of the
House and that is the settlement of lands. From che agricultural statistics it
appears that the total area under paddy cultlvntiqp is 40 lc?khs acres. It means
that a population of nea_rly one crore has to subsist on this lan_d. The ratio of
cultivated land per capita will be less than half acre. This is another factor
which has contributed to this food ciisis.  During these few days the
Hon’ble Revenue Minister has. brought to the notice of the Iouse the total
area of land which has been settled with the landless cultivators. But the Houge
will realise that the available land fit. for sali cultivation is very meagre. It s
known to the hon. Members that the indigenous cultivators of Assam are accus-
tomed to sali cultivation and they will not move to areas which are not fit for
sali cultivation.

I must bring to the notice of the House that during the last century while
.countries in the West were taking plans for their economic regeneration and while
an oriental country like Japan was taking stepsin that direction our country was
lying low in bondage and could not'do anything in this respect. But after indepen-
‘dence we have been able to take steps to lormulate a_ proper - agricultural policy.
‘But.we cannot work out miracle within:this short space of time. It takes time.
The scarcity of food may continue for some years. It depends on the concerted

action of the people and the Government. s .
I hope I have sufliciently met the points raised not only in this debate but also

‘during the debate on food ppsition.- With these words I request my Friend,
Mr. Hardman, to withdraw his Motion.

“Mr. J.S. HARDMAN : Mr. Chairman, I beg leave of the_ House to

withdraw my Cut Motion.
(The Cut Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn),

‘The CHAIRMAN : I now putthe main question,

The question is: i
¢“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 59,47,200 be granted to defray

the charges which will come in course of, payment during the year ending
on the 31st March, 1952 for the administration of the head ‘40—Agriculture’.”

The Motion was adopted.
,The CHAIRMAN : We have two more Grants to consider today and we

have to sit.up to 4 o’clock. So I propose to allot 15 minutes for Police and 20
minutes for the other Grant No.24.



530 DEMANDS FOR GRANTS [228D MAR.
GRANT No. 13
29.—Police

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Sir, on the recommen-
dation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg to move that a sum not
exceeding Rs. 93,03, 800 be granted to defray the charges which will come in
course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March, 1952 [or the
administration of the head ‘29—Police’.”’

The CHAIRMAN: Motion moved:

¢“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 93,03,800 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in-course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March,
1952 for the administration of the head <29—Police’.”’

There is one Cut Motion standing in the name of the hon. Member, Dr.
Emran Husain Chaudhury.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move
that the total provision of Rs. 93,03,800 under Grant No. 13, Major Head—29—
Police, at page 96 of the Budget, be reduced by Re. 1, i.e., the amount of the
whole grant of Rs. 93,03,800 do stand reduced by Re, 1. The object is to raise
a general discussion on the Police.

Sir, in his Budget spcech the Hon’ble Finance Minister has explained the
situation faced by the Government on account of the prevailing crime situation
and the internal troubles, as he has said at page 40 of the Budget speech, ‘‘Due
to the prevailing crime situation and the internal troubles it has been found
necessary to increase the police staff to some extent”. The trouble is due among

other things to the troubles occasicned by the R. C. P. & ERAl
Sir, in this connection might I remind the Government that spending more

simply on increasing the police staff alone cannot meet the sitl:lation ?. hey
must go to the root cause or causes of these troubles which gave rise to this crime
wave. This however is not the occasion to go into _the causes that led some
people to do things which we all dislike. The economic condition of th(? people
is the only cause which drives people who are uner_nplol,ﬂff:cl or who fail to get
anything by begging from door to door or }Jy boFIrlo“gn.g dl om othgr persons, to
go to the extreme, and hence Government will be ill-a »{1?6 to spend more to aqd
to the police staff without going to the root of the -1“0“-1) es. 2
_  Sir, since I have to be brief on account of_}t chb rortness of time at my
disposal, I should like to draw the attention of the 0ve1tnml?ut to an inciden
that tooi; place at Jorhat. By incident Ido not mcan ac l;la‘y some importang
:th which the Superintendent of Police of Jorhat :
event, but the refusal with i e ) once
greeted a joint petition by myself and r"I IS“I‘) }St_ ons of petrol in
April last year to be used in any car to t_?l_xr n.}t;, 2 sa‘%\?r Sg]dJL HVISIOn on  account
of the communal disturbance then preval mglt zxe._ e told the Superintendent
of Police then that Government machlf]cryd ]ﬁ fmICd. t(.) meet  the situation as
Whatt had happﬁned amply proved that an ence our request for 50 gallons of

petrol to be used in any cat.

The Hon’ble Srijut BISEAiNURAM MEDHI: When was that ? T could not
follow the hon. Member ? .
Dr, EMRAN HUSAIN C.HAUDHURY :It wasin April last. We explaj
to the Superintendent of Police that the situation brooked no delay, blinf.nl:lflc}

fortunately he wanted more particulars as to by whom the car is to be used, when
it was insured, etc., etc., although all that was included in our petition

1
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and we wanted the petrol to tour the arcas where the police could not go. It was
known that attempts were mades by some people to rouse the tea garden popula-
tion against the Muslims ; in spite of that, the joint pelition was of no avail.
As a matter of fact each of the hon. Members might spend about 100
gallons of petrol per month. T had rarely applied to the Superintendent of
Police for petrol but this time I could not help it on accountof the communal
trouble in the District. I hope Government will please enquire into this.
Secondly, I might also say that sometime back—may be in January this year
some trouble arose in Bilasipara where on account of the highhandedness of a
certain Zamindar who reoccupied a plot of land which was given over to the local
people for the construction of a schcol, the school students began picketing.
As a result some students were taken to the thana and severly beaten by the
Officer in-charge. I fail to understand how such things could have happencd
during these days when democracy is in full swing and how a mere Officer in-
charge could {ake the law into his hands and beat the shall innocent school
students. - What I fail to see is that these students did not go a step further and
kill the Oificer in question. I hope Government will take serious consideration

of this matter.
With these words, Sir, I commend my Aotion to the serious consideration of

this House.

The CHAIRMAN : Cut Motion moved :

¢«“That the total provision of Rs.93,03,800 under Graut No.13, Major head-~-
29——Police, at page 06 of the Budget, be reduced by Re. 1, i.e., the amount of
the whole grant of Rs. 93,03,800 do stand reduced by Re. 1.”

Maulavi MD. MAKSED ALI: Sir, during the last disturbances we

"have seen that a large number of Muslim houses were burnt down, their property

looted in the very presence of the police officers in the disturbed areas. They
could not protect our lives and property. This indicates ]:hat our police officers
have become biased against the Muslims. When the displaced Muslims came
back to their own homesteads, we see that even their cattle are being smuggled by
some miscreants at the very nose of the police officers.  Sir, it will be no exag-
geration to add here that dacoities and thefts have become a common feature of

the day.

Again, Sir, during the last disturbances Maulavi Abul Kashem was arrested
by the police of Dhubri and he was beaten mercilessly in the Dhubri thana. 1T
do not know for what reason he was arrested and‘ was mercilessly beaten in the
district headquarters thana when there was the Superintendent of Police and if
I am right, also the Deputy Inspector General of Police was present on that

occasion,

Then again, subsequently Maulavi Md, Nazmal Haque, M. L. A., Goalpara,
Maulavi Amjad Ali, ex-M. L. A. of Goalpara and a big merchant Maulavi
Majibur Rahman and Maulavi Majiruddin Abmed, B. I., Pleader weretilse
arrested by police and they were not shown the reasons for their arrest.. Sir,
recently the Officer-in-charge of Bilasipara arrested some school students of Bilasi-

para I. N. Academy [or picketing.

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. Member should concise his speech.
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Ma i M
o Mu;li:n‘:sx]g&lngéﬁfiba:}h fWha'tlI want to say is that I do not want
preferential treatment by the Gover
what I want to say is that the Musli ! .
ha ) S 2 ms are as loyal and faithful citiz
other communities. So we want, Si i A
2 , oir, that even-handed justice i Al
be-accorded to us by the Government of a secular State. 7 f ey will

. .. The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Sir. this Cut Motion w

Initiated to raise a general discussion only, but instead the debate bein en \'\-E}S
this hon. Member refers to a very few minor matters, It is very diﬂiculgt %virl?)a ¢
getting sufficient notice of such minor matters, to place detailed particula,rs of SL(J(L:llt
instances before the House in order to exlighten the House in regard to the par 4
cplar incidents referred to by the hon. Members. I do not know und & m_'
circumstanses those arrests were made. i

; It must ??e admitted by Maulavi Maksed Ali that the communal disturbance
~in which -thq incidents mentioned by him, took place was some time before LIS’
Budget Session of last year, that is, in February and in the early part of M o
and for this reason we instructed the De issi A s
ctec puty Commissioner to give suflicient
escort to the hon. Members of this House who wanted to come from L hubri side
to attend the sessions of the Assembly so that they could have the opportunit E to
tell us what they had to say in conmnection with the communal disturbar?c i
They did not avail of this opportunity, but some of them were engaged in se es
meettings and were moving from place to place in order to rouse the passio C“';:‘
some of the Muslims. Instead of helping the police or the administration ‘o:-] t]O
Magistrates or the Deputy Commissioner in controlling and putting dc’nvn th]g

disturbance........c.c..oovee-
Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: May I know, Sir, "who were

holding secret meetings ?

INURAM MEDHI: I do not like to disclose {]
g secret meetings. On the basis of reliable inform;f
tion, persons were arrested to prevent them from acting prejudicial to the mainte-
nance of law and order. Percentage of the Muslims under arrest will not be even

per cent. of the total arrested persons. Large number of the arrested persons Won.c
Hindus and Tribals. I therefore say: that it al:lyb()dy was arrested at that tim f}xe
was arrested for some prejudicial act done against maintenance of law apd Oidc]re

Those who are reportcd to be w e
to the Magistates or to the Government. What does that show ? If Maulavi Aby]
Kashem was arrested illegally, as has been said to-day, he could have lodged %
¢ local Magistrate or submitted representation to Governmeny bua;

-

complaint to th =
insl-eI;d of doing so'he escaped to Pakistan.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN

sccure here.

The Hon’ble Srijut BIST
names of those- who were holdin

CHAUDHURY : He left because his life was nog

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Our information is that
only he crossed: the border, but he was exciting the people living IZ)O'-'
the - border of Pakistan and carrying on propaganda against Indian Union
1t is not proper on the part _of the hon. Member to narrate stories on hc—*ars;.
whilé the hon. Member hunsc!f was absent, Hon. Members probably_kn y
that there was 2 Commission of Enqu‘lry set up and was presided over by a Himﬁ
that e e Hon, Member bad full liberty or opportunity of placing th
d the alleged oppression before the Commission. The report 0% thli(s3

rievances and t ' ¢
Clommission which had already been submitted and will be published probably

rongly arrested had not made any complaint ejthe
er.

4
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simultencously as soon: as the East Bengal counter part submits its report. Hon.
Members will be able to see from that report—how the police and the local autho-
rity controlled and put down the disturbances in the shortest time. That reflects
great credit to the police administration - The very fact that almost all the migrants
who at the incitement of some of these people went out of the Indian Union,

returned and are living in peace in Indian Union, indicates that the minority
community have {ull confidence in the administration.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: Isita fact that 2 Member of the
Government Party also went to Pakistan ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI : It is not a fact. That is not

correct.
It is alleged that permission for purchasing a few gallons of petrol was not

granted by the Superintendent of Police. But the hon. Member did not draw the
attention of the Government that the permission was refused till to-day when he

is moving this Cut Motion after about a year.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: I wanted the petrol not to move
here and there.

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI : The discussion will be an

academical one now, as there is no petrol rationing at present.

(Interruption).

The Chairman : I am sorry to remind hon. Member that the Hon’ble
Minister should be allowed to go on- He should not be interrupted.

Maulavi MD. MAKSED ALI: Dacoities are increasing day by day.  Will
the Hon’ble Minister sce that these things are stopped ? I should be glad if such

officials are transferred.

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI : Mere transfer is no punish-
¢ interests to transfer an oflicer merely on rumours or on

ment. It is against publi {lice :
a procedure 1s likely to demoralise officers

reports without being verified. Such
to some extent.

Di. EMRAN HUSAIN-CH'AUDHURY: Pcople were very afraid of their
lives,
BiSHNURAM MEDHI: The event took place in
April, 1950. Even after that period there was a session of the Assembly in
Sﬁpte,rnber. 1 may'simply say that he slept over the question for about a vyear,
There are certain rules under which Superintendent of Police can. issue coupons

for petrol. As the hon. Member could not supply the number of the car in
which he wanted to use the petrol, Superintendent of Police probably refused to

1ssue coupons.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: We are not rich péople like
you. We haveno car.

The Hon’ble Srijut

The Hon’ble Srjut BISHNURAM ' MEDHI: Hon. Member could
have given the number of his friend’s car he proposed to use for the purpose.
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Srijut HARY NARAYAN BARUA: On a point of infermation, Sir, 73 (srdws
FfAT cdifcmn @1, Petrol 7 19T cotits =17 ool 773 @5 2

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY : AT EAltgta T977 T=78 i)
TA(GTT 1| oA A A 3T 7R w7, (Lnterrupiion).

The Hon’ble Srijut MOTIRAM BORA: (Op a point of order,
Sir, the hon. Member should not utter that 778 «re 10T,
(98 7T Tea A2 4712 sfa” This is most objectionable and unparliamen-
tary. (V. e —He must withdraw this.) (dgain interruption.)

The CHAIRMAN : I think there should not be any further interference.

The Hon’ble Srijut MOTIRAM ORA: I may be permitted to bring to
your notice that hon. Dr. Chaudhury has used some language, which he ought

not to have used.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: I have not used any such
language, Sir. ¢ 72 tFral @, ATT A2 (M T qTF Tafega, T e
3z 4=12 ©tm 1 (Interruption).

The Hon’ble Srijut MOTIRAM BORA: That is not the f‘rlCl', Sir,
AATZ GTF) 30T I (3e4es ¢z | This is seriously objectionable.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: spf7, i2%tm3a Member ffica
3 Gt F42 SfEcE awrd | F2 Iyl Petrol @ftatan 541 @i csrars

FfaTs 72 17 AS13 757 facen Z=iifn |
The CHAIRMAN : [ have not heard exactly what did the hon.

Member said, but if he said “(33f%t=)" I do not think that this expres-
sion can be taken to be objectionable. (Vowce—No Sir, he ytered

GTF  TACET—TIAAT ATIZ QrF) 59T Iz UTT ) .
Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY : 53, %% 73/%t7 3feice cofgen |

The CHAIRMAN : I do not sce any utility of this discussion now. There
is no petrol rationing at present.
The Hon’ble Srijut MOTIRAM BORA: He ought not to have Eedi il

language which be has done.

Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : He ought (o withdraw (he words.

he has used. 1t is undignified.

NN N DL IR v lwant 4 decision  from
you, Sir, whether there was anything objectionable in what I el
What I said in Assamese was this. ° @F @itats 9Ty swons wrs)
Q3 | cord® LT A (% AT St 1

et A
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The Hoan’bje Srijut MOTIRAM BORA: The hon. Member has changed

it now.
The CHAIRMAN: ¢ 79t% » is unparliamentary. But the hon.

Member said ¢ 73f&ca 7 so, it should not be pressed arymore.

The Hon'ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: As the hon. Member has
disowned the statement alleged to have been made, I think we should not pursue

“the matter any further.

The petrol rationing ic not in force now and any further discussion in this
connection seems academic.

We are strengthening our poliqe force and we are purchasing motor vehicles
to render police force more mobile so that the police may pursue the dacoits
quickly. A Police Re-organisation Committee has been constituted to go into these
matters and how crimes can be effectively dealt with. In all those places where
the Muslim immigrants came the crime is on the increase. In order to meet the
situation there is need for re-organisation of the police.  Police stations are at
present situated at great distance and taking advantage of these difficulties
the crimes committed by the unsocial elements are on the increase. We are try-
ing to organise the police in such a way as to give them extra mobility.
Wireless sets have been installed so that on receipt of information at the Police
Station near which the crime is committed, the police force may go there quickly.
Our cfforts on the other hand are to keep the expenditures within reasonable
limilts.
Hon. Members will be satisfied that in 1944-45 the percentage of the Police
expenditure was 9 whereas in 1950-51 the percentage is 8'7only.  We are trying to
keep down the expenditure, but we are trying at the same time to increase the
Police force wherever necessary to preserve law and order in the country.

With these few words, I request the hon. Member to withdraw his Motion.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: May I know about the Bilasipara

incident, Sir ?
The Hon’ble Srijat BISHNURAM MEDHI: Ido not know personally of

the Bilasipara incident.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: I beg lecave of the House to
withdraw my Motion. s

(The Cut Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn).

The CHAIRMAN: I now put the main demand :

The question 18: :
“That a sum not exceeding Rs.93,03,800 be granted to defray the charges

which will come in course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March
1952, for the administration of the head ‘29—Police’.”
The Motion was adopted.

GRANT No.24
50— Civil Works (Excluding Tools and Plants and Establishment)

Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Mr. Chairman, under A bl
Rule 105(4), this being the last day for voting on Demands for Grants mt"hf:- Is-;?r?’blz
Speaker is to put every question to dispose of by the time fixed under the rules
that is at 3 .M. It is already exceeded by 55 minuvtes. H
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The CHAIRMAN: We are sitting till 4 p.m., with the consent of the
House. There will be therefore no time for moving Cut Motions.

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: On the recommendation of His
Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move that a sum not exceed-
ing Rs.1,94,53,100 be granted to defray the charges which will come in the course
of payment during the year ending on the 21st March' 1952, for the administra-
tion c;f the head “50—Civil Works (excluding 'lools and Plants and  Establish-
ment).”’

The CHAIRMAN : Motion moved :

<“That a sum not exceeding Rs.1,94,53,100 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 3lst
March 1952, for the administration of the head ¢50—Civil Works (excluding Tools
.and Plants and Establishment)’.”

The CHAIRMIAN : As there is no time, I put the question :

The question is :

¢ That a sum not exceeding Rs. 1,94,53,100 be granted to de_{‘ray the -cha!'ges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending Oﬂgther 31st
March 1952, for the administration of the head ¢50—Civil Works (excluding Tools
and Plants and Establishment)’.”’

The Motion was adopted.

Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned till 10 A.M.on Saturday, the 24th
March, 1951.

R. N. BARUA,
"The ?_I;:}I;L‘IOUN“GC’, 1951. Secy., Legislative Assembly, Assam.

A.GP(L.A.) No.18|51—118-}-2—-19-6-1951.







