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Proceedings of the Third Session of the Assam Legislative Assembly
assembled under the Sovereign Democratic Republican
Constitution of India

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 10 A.M. on
Tuesday, the 20th March, 1951.

PRESENT

The Hon’ble Srijut Lakshesvar Borooah, Speaker, in the Chair, the seven
Hon’ble Ministers, the three Deputy Ministers and thirty-seven Members.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

(To which answers were laid on the table)
Leprosy in Assam

(4
Shri DHARANIDHAR BASUMATARI asked: ~ '

64. (a) Isit a fact that leprosy is spreading extensively day by day in
Assam ?

() If so, will Government be pleased to state the percentage of lepers
among the (i) plains and (i7) hills tribals ?

(¢) What steps Government have . takento protect these people {rom
this fell disease ? Eoe . : 3

et

64. (a)—VYes. ' ' s
(b)—It will take time to find out the percentage of the leprosy cases
among the plains and hills tribals in the State, but the hon. Member will be
informed when the numbers have been ascertained. The following statement of
the Director of Public Health will give some idea of the percentage of cases in
those areas mentioned. Y - . Ariefa
Leprosy cases are treated in all dispensaries in the State except in the Khasi
and Jaintia Hills which is almost free from this disease. Leprosy surveys have been
carried out in certain selected infected areas and also within the jurisdiction of
the existing dispensaries. Only one area reported to be infected in the Khasi
and Jaintia Hills has been surveyed. So the incidence of the disease as reflected
in the Hospital and Dispensary figures may be taken as showing the position,
Incidence of the disease per lakh is shown below :—:

Sadiya Frontier Tract according to Hospital and Dispensary 0:001
figures,

Cachar (North Cachar Hills) according to Hospital and Dispen- 0:007
sary figures.

Garo Hills according to Hospital and Dispensary figures o 0°006

Nogv gong (Tribal Areas) according to Hospital and Dispensary 0-001

gures,

Sibsagar (Tribal Areas) according to Hospital and Dispensary 0:004
figures.

Lushai Hills acc

Naga Hills aceo

Khasi a

ording to Hospital and Dispensary figures ... 0-001
cording to Hospital and Dispensary figures ... 0:001
nd Jaintia Hiljs according to survey figures ... e 0°004
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i ros{d—l—"I‘he State Government, Local Bodies apd Miss‘ionarics are maintain-
A rosp le1mcs and asylums for the control of the disease. There are 10
Prosy asylums and colonies. There are also 34 other centres attached to the
cspitals and dispensaries for treatment of leprosy patients under the Medical
Tﬁpart_ment. Leprosy cases are treated also in some public health dispensaries.
ere 1s a Special Leprosy Officer trained in the method of treatment of leprosy
whose.n:!am duties are to carry out surveys in areas outside the jurisdiction of
the existing dispensaries and to inspect institutions where leprosy cases are trcated
and to give instructions to the Medical Officers regarding the up-to-date method
of treatment. Publicity and propaganda work about leprosy are carried on by
the Special Leprosy Officer and the public health staff with the aid of magic
lentern, There is also a State Branch Committee of the Hind Kusht Nivaran
Sang,h_(lndxa Leprosy Control Association) with headquarters at Shillong which
administers the fund and considers about leprosy problem in close co-operation
with Medical and Public Health Department. Government have given a grant
of Rs.16,500 to the Secretary, Mikir Seva Kendra, Assam Branch for establish-
ment of a leprosy colony at Sarihajan in the Sibsagar District. There is a
QrOposal to establish a leprosy colony for 15 patients in Singimari on the lines of
Sarihajan Leprosy colony.

Treatment of Leprosy cases with Sulphone drugs has been commenced  in
certain out-door Public Health Department Centres.

Srijut BELIRAM DAS: Are Government aware that for want of accom-
modation in the Gauhati Leper Asylum, a large number of lepers go about in the
town and thereby are spreading the disease ? What steps Government are taking
to prevent this ?- : :

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : TLlat is not a supplementary question, it has
no relevancy to the main question. - The hon. Member should know whethers the
question is relevant or not.

.. The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : If there is no supplementary
question, Sir, T will make an addition to the reply that had been given. In 64(b)
it is stated ““It will take time to find out the percentage of the leprosy cases among
the plains and hills tribals in the State......: ...... ” ;in the meantime we have got
some information of leprosy cases treated in the Leprosy Institution—these are,
Plains tribals—1015, i.e., about 51 per cent, ; and Hills tribals—254, i.2., about
14:4 per cent. ; :

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUEDAR: Do Government propose to find
out-the percentage of leprosy cases not only amongst the tribals but also amongst
the non-tribal people of the State ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Ves, Sir, we have found
out the percentage of leprosy patients treated in the leprosy institutions is 707,
i.c., 34°6 per cent, >

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : My request is that Government

should try to survey the leprosy cases in the State not only among the tribals but
also among the non-tribals, and find out the magnitude of this disease.

The Honm’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY :  As I said we have already
got the figures of thosc cascs _trealed in the leprosy institutions, among those, the
plains people oulside the fribals are 707, t.e., 34'6 per cent.

¥ - 1
e el e W
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As regards others, Sir, the leper patients that come to the Public Health
Dipensaries are injected with Sulphone drugs now. :

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : My question is not about the statistics
regarding the leper patients who are treated in the Leprosy Institutions or who
come to the Public Health Dispensaries. What I want is, whether Government
will conduct a general survey of all leper cases, which do not come to the notice
of the Government, i.e., outside those who are already in the Leper Asylum or who
attend the Public Health Dispensaries.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : That is a general question of policy which is
irrelevant to the main question.

The Hon'ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Asa qusstion of policy, I
do not sec how it arises. But as I have already said, there are plenty of those
leprosy patients who are given treatment in the hogpitals. Once there was a survey
of all leprosy patients, but the trouble was that we found out that mere carrying
out of survey would do no good unless we provide for their treatment. We thought
it will be better to open centres of treatment instead and in these centres the
patients are given treatment. If, however, we find that no more patients are
coming, then we can consider the question of general survey. However we have
an officer who does survey work outside of the areas of the Public Health Centres,
but of course one officer for survey is not ‘enough. The general urvey can be
made only when we are quite ready to treat the patients and give them -acco-

modation for such treatment.

Persian Teacher of the George Institution of Dibrugarh

Maulavi ABDUL HALIM asked : =¥

65. (2) Will Government be pleased to state the amount of monthly aid
given to the George Institution of Dibrugarh ?
(b)) Who is the present Persian Teacher of this Institution ?
(¢) What is his qualification ?
(d) Are Government aware that he is neither an Assamese nor a domicile
of this State ?
¢) Are Government aware that he is a man of U, P. feSding at
Dibrugarh in a Mosque ? e
(f) Are Government aware that he does not know Assamese language ?
Are Government aware that he has rot even read upto the Middle

(g
English School Standard ? !
) Why such a person who is not at all qualified was appointed as a
Persian teacher ? :
(i) Who is responsible for such appointment ?

(j) Whether Government propose to take steps immedi
this post of Persian Teacher with a person properly qualified ?e lately to fill up

The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS replied :

65. (a) —The George Institute, Dibrugarh gets a monthly grant of Rs.950

permensem, ;
(b) to (i)—Government have no information, but are collecting it

( J.—Government will look into the matter and seec what can be done
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Maulavi ABDUL HALIM: Asregards (a) to () the Government reply is
that Government have no information, but are collecting it: may I know when
I can get the information ?

The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: As soon as the information is
received.

Maternity leave to Mistresses of Lower Primary Schools
serving under Local and Municipal Boards

Srijut BEJOY CHANDRA SAIKIA asked: ,

66. Will Government be pleased to state—
(@) Why the privilege of having 3 months’ maternity leave by the
Mistresses of Lower Primary Schools while they served under

Local and Municipal Boards has been reduced to 1} months
under the School Boards ?

(6) Whether Government propose to reconsider the case ?
The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS replied :

66. (a)—The privilege of leave enjoyed by the Mistresses of Lower Primary
Schools under Local and Municipal Boards now serving under the School
Boards have not been reduced.

(6)—Does not arise.

Babu BIDYAPATI SINGHA : Will Government consider about granting

3 month’s maternity leave to the Mistresses of Lower Primary Schools under
the School Boards ?

The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: We are continuing the pre-
vious system.

Babu BIDYAPATI SINGHA: My question is whether Government will

consider the possibility of extending maternity leave for these Mistresses by 14
months more.

The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: I cannot say offhand, Sir, as
the question will have to be examined by the Finance Depart ment.

Dibrugarh School Board
Srijut BEJOY CHANDRA SAIKIA asked : Sy

67. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) What contribution is paid annually by the Dibrugarh Local Board,
Dibrugarh and Tinsukia Municipal Boards and Doom Dooma
Town Committee to the Dibrugarh School Board ?

(b)) What amount is spent annually as remunerations of teachers and
other allowances in those areas by the School Boards ?

The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS replied :

67. (a)—The amount of contribution paid annually by the Dibrugarh
Municipal Board to the Dibrugarh School Board is Rs,11,317,
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The amount of contribution to be paid by the  Dibrugarh Local Board,
Tinsukia Municipal Board and the Doom Dooma Town Commiitee has not been
fixed as yet. The case is under examination of Government.

(b)—A sum of Rs.3,69,364 is being spent for the year 1950-51 as pay,
increased pay to trained teachers, General Provident Fund contribution, €tc.,
for the teachers in those areas by the Dibrugarh School Board.

Opium Prohibition
Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY asked: ~ 5

68. In view of the failure of opium prohibition in the Province do Govern-
ment propose to lift th= ban on the sale and use of opium in Assam ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-RQY replied :

68.—The Scheme has not been a failure and the question, therefore, does not
arise.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: May I know from the Govern-
ment whether the scheme is a complete success ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : I think the hon. Member
understands what is meant by complete success. Nothing in such a matter can be

cent percent successful.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: How far has it been successful,
please ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: To a very great extent.
For the information of the hon. Questioner I may say that the younger genera-
tion at least has been saved from the opium habit and hundreds of people who
have been addicted to this evil have been saved.

Cost of Living Index for the people of Agsam

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY asked : g

69. (a) Will Government be pleased to state the present cost of living of the
pecple of Assam ?

(b) How far has it increased since 1939 ?

(¢) By what per cent. has the remuneration of the Government em
increased since 1939 ? ployees

(d) Is there any correspondence between the rise in the
and the remuneration of the Government employees in Assam ?

(¢) Do Government pay living wages to their emplovees i
with the relevant article of the Indian Constitution ployees in accordance

(f) What is a living wage please ?

) What award has been made b
mittee formed bv the Government in 1948 ?

(#) How many members were there in the Committee ?

cost of living

y the Service Reorganisation Com-
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The Hon’ble Srijut MOTI RAM BCRA replied :

69. {a)—No cost of living index
Prepared; g ex for the people of Assam as a whole was

(b)—Does not arise.
(¢)—The percentage of increase varies from grade to grade
: cga’;—cﬁg.iﬁm:fhcrc are thq r_emuncrations of public servants increased or
ecreased ac g to cost of living but Government have been compensating

their employees for high cost of living by givi 3 D
o sk ving. cost of livi arnes
allowances, free ration in some cases and so otrgl 2 iving and dearness

(¢)—Government pay wages which tl i i ing i
: 1 C ag ey consider as fair tak -
sideration of all circumstances. ) : BaLET O %08
] (f)—Itis difficult to give any definition of ‘living wage’ but it is an
expression which has to be interpreted in the light of per capita income in the
country.
g)—The Re-organisation Committee has not made any award so far.

(h)—Eight.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: May I know.from the Govern-
ment why they have not been able to give us an index of the cost of living of the

people ?
The Hon’ble Srijut MOTIRAM BORA : For various reasons.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: May I know what are those
reasons

The Hon’ble Sf*'ij“t {‘4(?TIRAM BORA : It involves not only a consi-
derable amount O expenditure but there are also other factors to be taken into
considcratlon.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY : But it is a very important matter

and therefore I have been raising this question every time, I come to the

Assembly-
The Hon’ble Srijut MOTIRAM BORA: Idonot deny that it is not
jmportant:

DY-EMRAN HPT?AIN CHAUDHURY: Have not Government got the
gtatistics Department

-

The Hon’ble Srijut MOTIRAM BORA : It is only recently formed.

Dl" MR}?NHHI’IISIJ:IIRIACE[iAUDHURY: 'Can. we E)(pect a SZI.t.lSFaCtOl‘Y
i from t?e on’b inister whether he is going to give us an index of the
cofs)t of 11viP8 °

e HowBle Srijut MOTIRAM BORA: Yes, if it is possible.
L gMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: That is again vague, Sir.

- —
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Pay Commitiee

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY asked : B

70. (a) Will Government be pleased to state the expenditure incurred by the

Pay Committee appointed in 1947 ?
(b) What was the basis of fixir

Government employees ?

(¢) What is the ratio of increments proposed in the revised scales ?

g the maximum and minimum salaries of

The Hon’ble Srijut MOTIRAM BORA replied :

70. (a)—Rupees 2,555. This represents the pay and allowances of staff and
Travelling allowance of two of the members who attended the meetings of the

Committee from outside Shillong.

(b)—The hon. Member’s attention is invited to the first portion of the
Communique published in the Assam Gazette, Extraordinary, dated the 20th May
1948.
(c)—The question is not understood.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY : With due deference to the mem-
bers of the Pay Committee may I know from the Government if they are able

to apply the formulae without hardships to any body ? .

The Hon’ble Srijut MOTIRAM BORA: I have not been able to follow.
Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY : Do Government know that the

formulae was wrong in certain respects ?

The Hon’ble Srijut MOTIRAM BORA: Government have no reason to

consider that it is wrong.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAINCHAUDHURY. \Vlu GO\-'CI'nlllCllt ‘be SatiSﬁCd if
some specific examples are given ?

The Hon’ble Srijut MOTIRAM BORA: Taking as a whole, there is
nothing wreng in the formula.

Grow-More-Food Campaign in Jowai Subdivision
Myr. LARSINGH KHYRIEM asked: K 92 :
71. Will Government be pleased to state—
(@) The amount of money spent over the Grow-More-Food Campaign
(including the small Scheme projects) in the Jowai Subdivision
since its intreduction ?

(5) What kind of food gra.in.s'or fopd crops other than paddy were grown
in the said Subdivision since the Grow-More-Food Scheme was

taken up by the Government ?
(¢) Whether there has been any additional production ?

(d) if not, whether the Government propose to make a thorough enquiry
into the matter in order that the money spent might not be

wasted.
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The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS replied :

71. (a)—The Grow-More-Food Accounts are usually maintained by the
Districts Agricultural Officers. The Assistant Deputy Directors of Agriculture on
a district basisand not on a Subdivisional basis and hence scparatc authentic
figures for the Jowai Subdivision are not available.

The amount spent in the District of Khasi and Jaintia Hills from 1946-30 to
1950-51 was however Rs.4,40,176-4-0,

(b)—Food crops other than paddy grown in the Jowai Subdivision since
the Grow-More-Food Campaign was started, were millets, potatoes and maize.

(¢)—Yes, there has been additional production but as stated under
71{a) above, separate figures for the Jowai Subdivision are not available.

(d)—Does not arise.

Mr. LARSINGH KHYRIEM : Is the cost of bone-meal incluled in this
amount ?

. The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: Yes.

Maulavi Md. MAKSED ALI: May I know from the Hon’ble Minister
the total produce of millets, potatoes and maize separately ?

The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: No separate figure is availa-
ble for the Jowai Subdivision, but for Khasi and Jaintia Hills it is available,
but I cannot give it now.

~ Maulavi Md, MAKSED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister collect it ?

The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: Itis available in the

Agri-
cultural Report.

Scarcity of printed forms

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked :

N

a\
72. (a) Arc Government aware—

(1) That great scarcity of printed forms, such as Sale Proclamation
Notices to appellants or opposite parties, Summons, etc., for use in
district courts is being experienced by the litigant public in various
districts, particularly at Gauhati ; :

(1) that big and complicated Forms, such as Sale Proclamations are

being sold in black market ? 7

() Do Government propose to take immediate steps to remove this
scarcity ?

2 O Rt
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The Hon'ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA replied : i

72. (a) (i)—Requests from Deputy Commissioner, Kamrup and other
Indenting Officers were received from time to time for supply of High Court and
other forms required by them but no.report of great scarcity particularly from
Deputy Commissioner, Kamrup was received. The forms as far as possible were -
supplied but due to irregular supply of paper, etc., required for printing jobs by
the Central Stationery Office as well as delay in their receipt owing to transport
and other difficultics, ¢he printing presses concerned could not supply the indented
forms regularly. In some cases forms were not timely indented for and so
these could not be supplied in due time. Some supplies of paper and other
materials have since been reccived by printing presses and forms are being
printed and supplied by them according to demands of officers indenting for
forms. In this connection reply to Unstarrred Question No.157 (i) of September
Session, 1950, may kindly be referred to.

(i;)h,(,'overnmcnt have no information.

(b)—Steps have already been taken to get the forms printed as early as
possible but this depends upon the supplies of paper, etc., from the Central
Stationery Office which has been apprised of the position both by letters and

telegrams.
Introduction of Extra-mural Activities in Secondary Schools :

LR

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked: ™

73. (a) Will Government be pleased to refer to the resolution No. 5 of the
Assam Educational Conlerence held at Gauhati on the 28th July 1950, regard-
ing introduction of extrfx-mural ac!iv_i'tics, such as N. C. C., Scouting, Guiding,
ctc., amongst students 1n Secondary Schools and state whether they have taken
the Resolution into theiv consideration ?

(b) 1f so, whether they propose to give effect to any of the six items

suggested by the Conference ?

(¢) If so, which of the suggestions are going to be accepted and when

are they going to put them into practice ?
(d) 1i not, why not ?

The Hon’ble Srijut COMEO KUMAR DAS replied :

73, (a){‘g"(b)—-ch. The recommendations regarding introduction of Extra-
mural activities such as N.G. C., Scouting, Guiding, etc., among students in
Secondary Schools are already being given eflect to subject to availability of
funds. As regards expansion of the scope of N. C. C. which is at present exten-
ded to a limited number-ofinstitutions, and other items referred to in the resolu-
tion, the matter is receiving the consideration of Government. -

(¢) & (d)—Does not arise. :

Babu BIDYA?ATI SINGHAE Will Government be pleased to state
whether since 1949-50 any non-recurring grant for extra-mural activities has been
given to any school uptil now ?

The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: This is a new question.

 The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. Member should know whether it
is a new question QI not,
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B :
stated::}?j‘:-nlggAPA%; SINGHA : In reply to the question Government has
activities such Zss. N CCTCC%mmcnSdauo'ns regarding introduction of extra-mural
i - C. C.,  -Scouting, [Guiding, etc. among students
o %ccgnd? ) e s already being given effect 'to subject to ava%labilit}’ of
1&“ S Sta&’?l‘c’]{ tGat my supplementary is relevant to this part of the reply.
an)}’: r?(’;lgs;lonrls‘:—[-]—g_ lant cfwcrm:lent bclplcascd to state whether since 1949-50

; -Tecurring gr or extra-mural activities has been giv s ol
uptil now ? n given to any school

> Srijut MOHENDRA MOHAN CHAUDHURY (Deputy Minister):
€s.

. Babu BIDYAPA']FI SINGHA: When extra-mural activities have been
introduced, does it not involve the question of making some grants ?

" Srijut MOHENDRA MOHAN CHAUDHURY (Deputy Minister):
Every year Rs.15,000 have b?e.n.dis':ribUth in different Go(vcmpmcxt I-Iiglhngsclfggl;
of Assam for extra-mural activities.

*Mr. J. S. HARDMAN: Are Government aware that an agreement was
made that in making replies to questions, the use of initials would be avoided ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Ves.

+The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: N.C.C., is so common
that every one¢ uscs it. That is why we have used it. If hon. Members want
that the use of initials should be avoided then we will do it. But here the
Questioner himself used N. G C. So I think the answer should be allowed

on that grounc.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The questioner may know, but others may

not knoWw-
*Mx. J- S HARDMAN : I submit, Sir, that it is undesirable to use initials.

Lt i a1 SPEA%%R; In the questions as well as in the answers
use of initials should be avoided.

\  Re-organisation of Government Machinery

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked: <« %’
.11 Government be pleased to refer to their reply to tl i -
74‘- WIH 3 NQ 15 (ﬂ) and (b) at - P 1c Q_UCSUOI’ICI S
3 qi@nesuon N0 S0 L page 668 of the Assembly Debate of 28th
g:x;s:;:tfef vglslgtﬁgf(s}tc?\f:mmem have taken up the qucstion Gt e
h. .Goz)ernment machinery into their consideration as promised ? R e
' 1f not, when do they propose to undertake the task ?

b)
E‘) With whom do they propose to entrust the task whether @) to Ty

officers 0T (iz) to some experts from outside ?

their oW any such committ A
Whether Pt ee as the Estimate Committe i .
Government 1s going 1o be appointed ? tee appointed

Union
by thc *Speech not corrected,

P e g
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(¢) What will be the function of the persons entrusted with the task of
re-organisation of the Government Machinery as contemplated ? -
(f) Whether Government propose to appoint a Committee similar to the
one appointed by the Central Government for the sake of economy, removal of
duplication of offices and improving efficiency in the administration and many
other evils from which it is suffering at present ? :
(¢) If so, when ?
(k) If not, why not ?

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI replied:

74. (a) & (b)—The re-organisation of the Government machinery
view to increase efficiency is under consideration of the Government an

steps have already been taken.
(¢)—There is no proposal to bring officers from outside for this purpose,

but to entrust the work to our own officers with experience.

(d)—Not at present.
(¢)—To devise waysand means for improving the efliciency of the

administration and to curtail expenditure to the barest minimum without impair=-
ing the efliciency.

(f)—This is also bejpg considered.

(g)—Does not arise.

(h)—Does not arise.

with a
d some

Livestock Section of the Agriculture Department

Amalgamation of the
with the Veterinary Department

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked: L

75. Will Government be pleased to refer to the Government reply to the
Questioner’s Resolution regarding amalgamation of the Livestock Section of
the Agriculture Department with the Veterinary Department at page 1188
of the Assembly Debate of 9th October 1950 and state—

(a) Whether they have succeeded in “collecting opinions and in
examining facts’ in connection with the question of amalgamation ?

(6) 1f not, when do they expect to succeed ?

(¢) Whether it 1s a fact that this question is being discussed since 1946
either in the shape of questions or resolutions or in course of Budget discussions

by several members ? _
(d) Why Government have not succeeded in collecting the necessary

informations so long ! ' : 3
(¢) Whether they are 1n possession of any information or opinions for

or against this proposal ?
(/) Ifso from which sources ?
(g) Whether Government sought the opinion of the Director of Agricul-

ture and the Director of Veterinary Department in this matter ?

(k) If so, what are their apinions (to be stated briefly and separately

and indicating who are for and who are against) ?
;) Whether Government are aware that several States of the Indian
Union have their Livestock section under the Veterinary Department ?
(j) Having regard to the fact that the matter is pending for a pretty long.

time, whether Government propose to come to a decision before the end of the

present financial year ?

(k) If not, why not ?
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The Hon’ble Maulayj ABD

75. (a)—Not wholly,
Ef))—-*gélse final proposal of Government is likely to be 1eady very soon.
(d)—'G(?VEI‘nment. have Collectcd some infor]nations I‘I'O('n Olhcr SUItL‘S

and thcyrarc being &Xamined. The process is a bit time taking,
i 2ok (-g)'@z" (A)—Do not arise as the final proposal of Government
18 no_t }’Ct re.adY. DerCtor Of Agricultufc and Dircctor Of. Vc[crin;“'y I)Cpa['t_
SHGes pog coniliad about this matter for their views on the information
received from other States,
(1))—VYes.
(j) @ (k)“—‘AAS the

decision may not be POssi

UL MATLIB MAZUMDAR replied :

Proposal ‘has financial implication behind, a final
ble so carly. '

Fodder, Dairy and Poultry Schemes
o 4
Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked: =~ *
16. (a) Will Govern

- ment be pleased to refer to the Supplementaries to
Unstarred Question No. 6

7 asked by the Questioner.at page 446 of the Assembly
Debates on 23rd March 1950, and state whether Lh]?FOdd{:r, Dairy and Poultry
Schemes have been amalgamateq and brought under one section for the sake of
economy and better administratioy »

(6) If not, why not ? f

The Hon’ble Maulayj ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR replied :
76. (a)—Yes,
(6)—Does not arise,

Teachers of Urban Schools

8
Srijut BEJOY CHANDRA SAIKIA asked : SEE
77. Will Government be pleased to state—

(@) Is it a fact that the teachers of Urban Schools get the benefit of
Tice concession, extra town allowances and dearness allowance at
a higher rate than the teachers of Rural Schools ?

(b) Why the teachers of Urban Schools have bhe
in respect of ration and higher rate of dearness allowance excluding
the town allowance ?

(¢) Isit a fact that a flat rate allowance of Rs.10 per month has been
a}N‘ard%d to the teachers of Urban Schools in Dibrugarh Subdi-
vision ?

(d) Why this allowance ha

s been granted only for the te
Schools and not for th

€ teachers of Rural Schools ?

The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS replied :

77. (a)—All Government servants drawing pay not exceeding Rs.300 per
month get the benefit of Rice Concession and Dearn

ess Allowance, No distinc-
tion is made in this regard between the teachers of Urban Schools ax
io

achers of Urban

1d those of
Schools. There is no extra town allowance.
Rural (&#)—Does not arise,
(e)—No.

(d)—Does not arise,

QUESTIONS [20TH MaRr.

[ -
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Demands for Grants.
GRANT No.23.
(17.—Miscellaneous Departments)

The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: On the recommendation 0{
His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move that asum no
exceeding Rs.4,22,400 be granted to delray the charges which will come 1:1_(:(_)111‘5?
of payment during the year ending on the 31st March, 1952, for the administra
tion of the head *47.—Miscellaneous Departments’.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved : x

¢That a sum not exceeding Rs.4,22, 400 be granted to defray the charges which
will come in course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March, 1952,
for the administration of the head ‘47.—Miscellaneous Departments®.”’

There is only one Cut Motion standing in the name of Professor P. M.

Sarwan.

The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: The reply to the Cut Motion
will be given by the Deputy Minister Mr. P. Chetia.

Prof. P. M. SAR‘VAN: Mr. Speakcr, Sil', I beg to move that the Pro\ri_
sion of Rs.2,39,713 under Grant No.23, major head—47.—Miscellaneous Depart-
ments, minor head—B(i) Labour (total), at page 253 of the Budget be reduced
by Re.l, i. ¢., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.4,22,400 do stand reduced by

Re.l.
The object of this Cut Motion, Sir, is to draw Government’s attention to the
inadequacy of grants for Inspectorate and training of officers.

As stated by the Hon’ble Finance Minister in his Budget Speech, in the ﬁgld
of labour administration Government is at present mainly concerned with main-
taining good relationship between the industry and labour by smoothing out any
strained relationship between the capital and labour. From this it will be clear
that the im mediate task of the Labour Department is to bring about speedy
conciliation in labour disputes and for this purpose under the Labour Commis-
sioner we have labour officers and labour inspectors. It is essential that labour
disputes be quickly solved. In the Memorandum on the Budget Estimates the
Government has stated thus: ‘“Unless the multifarious and complicated labour
problems can be tackled efliciently and with vision, the whole administration may
even be thrown out of gear. ‘To maintain industrial peace and harmony, so
essential for speeding up production and increasing the national wealth of the.
State which is the first and foremost task of any Government today® it is absolutely
necessary that. the Labour Department should be organised in an efficient
manner with efficient and experienced staff.’” This then is the explanation of what
the immedaate task of the Labour Department is. I am requesting, by this Motion
that Government should consider whether the present staff of labour officers and
inspectors is sufficient to bring about speedy conciliation in the various industries.
There is tea industry, oil industry, mill industry and also the coal industry.
Besides, there are other minor industries. As the House is aware, the tea industry
alone has a population cxceeding 11 lakhs, if the ex-tea garden labourers who are
also engaged in the tea industry are also taken into consideration, the number
would Le larger. This large population, in addition to the population engaged in oil
industry, the mill industry, coal industry and other minor industries, have to be
taken care of by the Inspectorate whose immediate task is speedy conciliation
in labour disputes and misunderstandings between the capital and labour. At
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present the Labour Department is not so eager to ask for more funds because
thlq Department is more anxious to be put on a permanent footing rather than
asking Government for increase of grants. But I would like to tell the Govern-
ment that the present Inspectorate is not able to cope with the amount of work
that they have. I may tell the Government that there is cne minor labour
dispute which hasbeen on the files of the Inspectorate for more than
10 months. When a labour dispute is held over for 10 months conditions
are likely to grow worse in the concern where the dispute is. I.do not
think that the labour officer who is posted at Dibrugarh or at Jorhat or at
Silchar will be able to cope with the amount of work that he has got to do as the
facilities that he has are not adequate. The Labour Department has not asked
for more funds, as I have just now said, only because the Labour Commissioner
is anxious that his Department should be put on a permanent basis. It is right
that the Labour Department be put on a permanent footing, but at the same
time the Government should not fight shy of the necessary expense that needs to
be incurred in making the Labour Department more efficient. More funds are
needed for the Labour Department, specially for the Inspectorate. I may tell
the Government that the labour officer is not able to cope with the amount of
work t!'at he has at present, because he has not the facilities for it. I would
request the Government to provide a motor car or a jeep to each labour officer,
because the Government should not forget that the labour officer is to move to
scores of tea gardens, besides other industries like the mill, oil, coal and other
industries.........

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. Member should know that there
is a time limit.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY : What is the time limit, Sir ?
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Eizght minutes.

Prof. P, M SARWAN: The Government admit that if coaciliations are
not speedily effected there is }ikely to arise widespread labour unrest in the State
having far-reaching repurcussions on the general administration. Think of how
much patience it requires for the Officers of a Labour Union to keep the labourer
peaceful for such a stretch of time as 10 monthsina year. I do not want to
blame the Labour Department, because it is an infant Department. It has just
been started. If Government do not give facilities as regards conveyance etc.,
how they can work, Therefore appoint one or two more Labour Officers and
give canveyan_cc.famhtles for these officers, so that the labour work may be mcre
efficient than it is at present.

The Hon’hle the SPEAKER :

Cut Motion moved that the provision of Rs.2,39,713 under Grant No.23,
major head—47.—Miscellaneous Departments, minor head—B(7) Labour (total),

e 253 of the Budget be reduced by Re.1, i.¢., the amount of the whole grant
i;‘ 11?54-,22,400 do stand reduced by Re.1, 2 LB, S

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: Tn view of the importance of
this Cut Motion that has been brought by my hon. Friend Prof. Sarwan,
[ think, I should say 2 word on account of the special interest I take in labour
roblem. Sir, bardly a day passes without over hearing of labour troubles either
in our country or some other parts of the Clobe. Strikes, and lockouts have
become a daily feature of our economic life. Of late, specially since the end
of the war these have become very common. I do not propose to “enter into
the causes of these strikes most of T;ﬂvhu:h, in fact 99 per cent. of whieh are
attributable to inadequate wages. What however I do not want to maintain

N e
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is that they have become a matter of daily occurrence. We invariably hear of
strikes in one or other part of the world. We are to see why this trouble arises.
This Cut Motion draws the attention of the Government to the need of giving
more money for the Inspectorate. what is spent cannot be said to be adequate
in view of the existence in Assam of about one thousand Tea Gardens with a
population of 11 lakhs labourers. I am glad to be able to say in this connection
that better amenities are provided for the working population in the gardens
owned by the Indian Tea Association then in those owned by Indians. On
account of the present situation in the world we can apprehend trouble here
almost any time. We have the Oil Industry and other Mill Industries where
thousand of workers are employed. In view of this, I hope Government will
pay more attention to the need of increasing the staff in order to cope with their
work better and earmark more money for this Department. I must give a
warning to those sitting in fiont of me that unless they take notice of it, they
are going to face serious trouble in the near future. I would once more draw
the attention of the Government to the need of earmarking more funds for labour

welfare and industrial relations.

Srijut PURNANANDA CHETIA (Deputy Minister): While opposing
the Cut Motion I quite appreciate the anxiety which prompted the hon.
Member Prof. Sarwan to initiate this debate, on the necessity of expansion of
the Labour Department. In this connection, I should like to point out that
the Labour Department was not so organised until 1947 when Government formed
the nucleus of this Department by gradual appointment of 11 Inspectors and 4
Labour Officers. At present, we think, that this staffis adequate for the
purpose. I would like to point out also that the Labour Department is still in
a formative stage. Along with time, the Department will be expanded and we
will consider the suggestions of Prof. Sarwan about these facilities which he propo-
ses. Apart from this, I would like to point out about the position when the
hon. Member has referred to the question of Oil Company and Copal Mine
Industry of the State. These Industries ave under the control of the Govern-
ment of India. The State Government have no control over them.

~

Prof. P. M. SARWAN: The Inspectorate have no connection with them ?

Srijut PURNANANDA CHETIA (Deputy Minister): They are under the
control of the Government of India, who have got their own Officers to look after
the interests of the Labour in Coal Mines as well as in Oil Company. We are
mainly concerned with ths ‘T'ea Industry, Rice and Oil Mills and other Industries
and Commercial Establishments which fall—under the purview of the State
Government. With the present staff, we have been doing whatever is possible
on our part to do with regard to labour matters concerning these Industries.

About certain conciliation proceedings which he refers to in connection with
this Department, if that particular matter is brought to the notice of the Govern-
ment, we shall look into it. With these few words, I would like to request Prof,
Sarwan to withdraw his Cut Motion.

Prof. P. M. SARWAN: In view of the sympathetic attitude of the Govern-
ment and in view of the fact that I have drawn attention to the failings of this
Department, I beg, leave of the House to withdraw my Cut Motion.

(The Cut Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.)
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I put the original Demand.

The question is that a sum not exceeding Rs. 4,22,400 be granted to defray
the charges which will come in course of payment during the year ending on the
31sf March, 1952, for the administration of the head “47.—Miscellancous Depart-
* ments’’.

The Motion was adopted.

GRANT No. 20.
(41.—Veterinary)

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR: On the
recommendaticn of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move
that a sum not exceeding Rs. 6,69,000 be granted to defray the charges which
will come in course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March, 1952,
for the administration of the head —““41.—Veterinary”.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Motion moved is that a sum not exceeding
Rs. 6,69,000 be granted to defray the charges which will come in course of
payment during the year e_nding on the 31st March, 1952, for the admintstration
of the head—*41.—Veterinary™,

There are two Cut Motions standing in the name of Maulavi Md. Nazmal

Haque and Dr. Emran Husain Chaudhury. 1 call upon Maulavi Nazmal
Haque to move his Motion.

Maulavi MD. NAZMAL HAQUE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move
that the provision of Rs.25,713 under grant No.20, major head—41.—Veteri-
pary, minor head——D.—Hospi‘tal and Dispensaries (total), at page 197 of the
Budget be reduced by Re.l,i e, the amount of the whole grant of Rs.6,69,000
do stand reduced by Re.l.

Sir, my integtion to move this Cut Motion is to draw the attention of
the Hon’ble Minister to the‘ urgency 9f establishment of a Veterinary Dispen-
sary at Lakhipur in the Goalpara Subdivision. "I know that the Hon’ble
Minister has visited this place and he was thus got personal experience. This
area covers the western portion of the Goalpara Subdivision, having no Dis-
pensary. Almost all people in the area are agriculturists and every year we
fird that many cattle are dyl_ng due to some diseases. I think, the Hon’ble
Minister will rcmembc_r that in the last year’s Budget discussion I have also
pointcd out the necessity of the’estab]i§hmcnt of a Veterinary Dispensary at
Iakhipur and I think, the Hon’ble Minister will agree to the necessity of
establishment pf this dlspcnS_al‘y at Lakhipur and I hope, the Hon’ble Minister
hefore requesting me to withdraw this Motion will give me assurance that a
dispensary will be established at Lakhipur.

With these few words, I commend my Motion for the acceptance of the
House.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Cut Motion moved is that the provision of
Rs.25,713 under grant No.20, major head-—41.—Veterinary, minor head—D..—
Hospital and Dispensaries (total), at page 197 of the Budget be reduced by
Re.l, i, the amount of the whole grant of Rs.6,69,000 do stand reduced by
Re.l.

The Heon’ble the SPEAKER: As no hon. Member is taking part in t}
discussion, the Hon’ble Minister -will please reply. ek g
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The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : Mr. Speaker,
Sir, so far as I remember, there has been discussion on the floor of this House
about the establishment of a Veterinary Dispensary at Lakhipur. I know
myself that there is need lor the establishment of such a dispensary there. This
is not the only place, Sir.  There are many other places in our State where such
Veterinary services are urgently needed. We could not increase the number
of dispensaries so long as we are in dearth of trained doctors and Veterinary

Assistant Surgeons.

Sir, after a considerable attempt we are on the point of removing oul
want for doctors. As the hon. Members of this House know that thi®
year our Veterinary College will turn out, I mean, will produce 16 to 20
doctors. We have about 25 students in the Veterinary (Final) class and we
hope, out of them at least 15 to 20 will come out successful this year. When
we have these doctors, Sir, I think, emergent and urgent needs can be looked

to in the State.

Sir, during my last tour, I had been to Lakhipur and I know that there
was demand for a dispensary there but one thing should be remembered that
these Veterinary services are to be looked after by the Local Boards concerned.
If the Goalpara Local Board come forward with a proposal, if they make the
necessary prcliminary arrangements, I mean, if they construct the quarters for
a Doctor and a dispensary house, I think, it will be possible for Government
to give them a Doctor when our doctors will come out from the College.
Unless, Sir, there is a serious attempt on the pact of the Goalpara Local Board,
as we know, Sir, the Local Boards say that they have no fund, and if they
come out with that plea, it cannot be possible for Government to give money
for a doctor for the purpose of a dispensary. I, Sir, in due time the Goalpara
Local Board comes forward with such a proposal and makes preliminaries, I
can assure the hon. Member that a Doctor will be given there. y

As regards the statement made by the hon. Member that cattle have been
dying out and on that may be an over-estimate, Sir. Year before last there was
rinderpest there and after that, Sir, we made arrangement for mass-innocu-
lation. We made arrangements for preparation of vaccine in our State and
since then mass-innoculation has been given gradually. This year when I
was there I made enquiries. We cannot say, Sir, that off and on cattle are
dying. At Dhubri I made enquiry and the Veterinary Assistant Surgeon
there informed me that due to want of proper communication in the out of
the way parts of the Subdivision it could not be possible in time to go to the
nd informations also could not reach doctors in time. When informa-

places a
hed timely cases were brought under control.

tion reac
With these words, I would request the hon. Member to withdraw his
Motion as Government will do all that can be done.

Maulavi MD. NAZMAL HAQUE: With the assurance given by the
Hon’ble Minister that attempts will be made to establish a dispensary at Lakhi-
pur, I beg to withdraw my Motion. '

The I—Ion’.ble the SPEAKER : Has the hon. Member leave of the House
to withdraw his Cut Motion ?

(The Cut Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.)

]._' will now call upon Dr, Emran Husain Chaudhury to move his
Motion.
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Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: Sir, I beg to maove that the
total provision of Rs.6,69,000 under grant No.20, major hcad—41,—Veterinary,
at page 193 of the Budget, be reduced by Re.l, 7 .c.. the amount of the whole
grant of Rs.6,69,000 do stand reduced by Re.l.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, my intention in bring this Cut Motion is to invite the
attention of the Government for improving the cattle wealth of this State. 1In
this connection, Sir, [ do not find any indication from the Government side
regar’ing the steps taken or proposed to be taken for improving the cattle wealth
of the State. They say that they are interested in preventing cow slaughter in the
entire province in order to increase the yield of milk and to give us more milk.

. That is a laudableidea. I am in full agreement with the Government
regarding that. But we have not enough fodder to feed our cattle. Grazing
Reserves are few and numbered. Epidemics might break out at any moment and
thercby diminish our cattle wealth to a great extent. The pointed attention of
the Government was drawn the other day by one of my estecemed Friends of
the European group in the Assembly when during his stay of about 6 months in
Calcutta he witnesded with is own eyes the plight of bulls and bullocks going
from dust bin to dust bin in search of food. Hence 1 would like to know
what measures the Government propose to adoptin order to improve the
cattle wealth in our State.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Cut Motion mo.ed isthat the total
_provision of Rs.6,69,000 under Grant No. 20, major head—41—Veteri-
nary, at page 193 of the Budget be reduced by Re. 1, ie., the amount of
the whole grant of Rs.6,69,000 do stand reduced by Re.l.

(At this stage the Hon’ble Speaker vacated the Chair and the Deputy Speaker
occupied t.)

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Any other hon. Members to speak ?

Srijut BIMALAPROSAD CHALIHA: {7 8ettqram wcztwd, 4@% A7we
13 palas 9t @ faate cofa: fReie 9hm o2 ofe: fAoe fFaies 91z
G watE A 79 4t | Ol TrsEieE Gt @, 9t ste-aEa sam
el Al= AfREAR, STaEbeae corfes fagte”’ aiw ‘feraw corfa: fawis” (P.G.R.
gt# V.G.R.) "l 1z [{&Fa 41 [Ef<2 @@ 2wz panal A4@ ez
aicm | Al FEFTez AifFEet FUR G2, sifRate afz avdz AAficy w2

(Voices——&1%, &a%)

si7 gt Faeh A2 5ATIAT (i F et M1 @@ ofersfAEiee ofF g1
Sesfsy TR @M AE 31’3 ﬁaﬁﬁjc@ Affatcs  afzts calesttata wifaw cvaa
saFlaras A=A, FITE AZGE wifEE WeE | @w uwns @3 e e
el AZEIEA GAPIE (7 Wity T2 fAeIsAl wCal, wit sawiaq ©o9wd Al
a2 cofr TS FTAE Sl w1z Sy <fET CAaf 3w, ceaes otats aifis
oqt A - (12 STECE  pAFE Cawd A A 47193 19 zies oA ABow
rdaita SfF 2 | 72 gifva Aifacgl, 2feTcar At Fig 9z sdeaadt e,
fafemts 1T 39S (g ©IF A9t Jarel SfF O CAlef Gty | @i @AY AdiEe
stz AT eEcs AR oz Gizta 2ot FEts saE st G zies
Gt ® AERfcal | T8 g@Tde: 13T Bwt-ewsts AR g
4% faare @isi pAwieE geiiele FfFH @it g o gfE Sifen zoe
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st wat At StEtE T L
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gfF wtzizs Ita TinE Aw-az3 9iziRa egfe
ez B s giza Beshye T, 9 ofefREes 8ye 4319 129 Afewsta .
e aF ¢1F 91 Tge FE T grEe @ fET 9T 2o @t @[t qZT—
o2 Fate ot (St aies sfFaes s Bif S et |

Maulavi MD. MAKSED ALI: Madam, I only want to speak a few words
on the Cut Motion moved by Dr. Emran Husain Chaudhury. I think we have
sufficient cattle population in the country and most of the cattle is useless,
diseased, and although we have suflicient cattle population, we-do not get suffici-
ent quantity of milk that is required for the people of this State. We have more
cattle, but few Veterinary Dispensaries. So what I suggest is this that useless and
diseased cattle of inferior variety should be discouraged and Government should
see that only sclected healthy cattle remain.  We can also improve the quality of
our cattle by bringing some special kind of breeds from outside. We can bring
Hissar bulls and Hissar cows, and Government should see that with the Hissar
bulls we can make arrangements for cross breeding. ‘That will improve the
quality of our cattle. Government should also see that proper arrangements
are made for the fodder of the cattle. -

With these few words, I reaume seat.

Srijut HALADHAR BHUYAN: aia#lm SAiqrT 2w, 71989 9siad 7y
1 wfa sw-Tz alfva @iF fizey  wRTCSlgFI Srfes it BICE
=% igla T T Gty o T Al o 1 IS Tife fos 1 ={7es, wFE
sigp-N29 BAgE Zfedlang 843w | 95 faygy W8, BiFMET Y501 BN A7 sASd -
mepa iz 9w 4 Ffae aifity wiw si59 TIRY ©AT A9, (I fFgAT sugges-
tion sfzd Fala Flacd, 72 FJie czeg | Sir Saadulla @wets fwcs?, @l
atal= SIS ceCBiRAAl waEw AT gl TifgE, Rinderpest gif TN 49
ginta cela stee-ag f@als =7 f93a agd Government tissue vaccination
o7 e field assistant fFgafm (GEfS i 7197 Fl3vd 7 erata fwiocen GIZCHI
Sir Saiyid Md. Saadulla st tAced ojzd wfa field assistant w3
post RelF create FTa | IEAT T st TICeRe (18 R AN A IFIT -
gitg | fFACH (18 TS SIRTT 9 sizg 7w Bl sEy f[@as wifgs
afie cora FCAE AR FAS A | ©g A7 G @9 [T @wT fiw e
wrsilala 7797 TCF suggestion fr{vtan 9w @12 Guwedima, Bengal, Madras
gifea cecBlEal Ttaws Il fafws ROF gTF fitw a2 @At T3 afsw
e forer) (ECBACTAT Feaw TS zE, 2l Ahite 99 o, cstafRTaRl FETs,
giwa F1acd AT 9B ¢ 55 > (seat) cHdfale I3 TJR WA wifem | <l

SRR wEw Ftte cfar A @l 17 Ieid afeeatt Rerwa T i |
SRR T AT ceiala Avet Atsl A At YR VAT ST Ae-T2FET
¥ [epid =4, ¢ A,

siqa wiF fbieem <f@a  fafice Field Assistant 3 %

coFfErasa’ @ife 9ME 2aice Cenla 7 a9 Al R49 ¥ | g% TFcal  fFats
e e e A R e A ) B o B S R IS Ff—aimia GRagEdT g aug
¥ Fa9 FiCe Cfs AT 70 <'g FiArd AR Apife oratt fea @) «®

grd” @ify 751 FAUTT A7 A Afin—

5 1 Ideal Milk-cum-Bull Farm 4fom abiE | 99 Mt iz
Sew 41T TET ZheAA AT BeAT FiRT Aw awd wid 4FT @l @ wis
Ficd @oTF, A1 94T T TS T zraAe AR @, @iFATe 29 At
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Il 4K FAFIE 512 29 AR | TR At gt AT 5E Wy, @ ol
T {999 B[S @4 A TN 4 f5aea 319 e vAFET It wfq U= ACS
@R iy Teatcats s 39 £43 4 :

R | Tif© 4494 2ACER AT Gle Iz edtdim i slE Sedst = fEaiE,
=%, TG 516, TOAT 407 43 (A 7217, T 4o, Atals @ifea o weetara
797 T3 Aol | % corT FHata 20a 72 499 wasia 29| 93 i F9 4959
9% Fi47 7MA Fiaaca Artificial Insemination @41 =fEw SAicara <12 fAats=s
offer 4 312 TF T 4174 FAZ AT FAl7 7797 Fw AT | TR Gt ity
S G 1% AT TR AR T2 | faSiacs @tatg oria o2 FEea otz qoa wea
Theq o ToAs FfEca @21 747 AT @iz corn Ffaaca A @wow @eT (2
stee st 51w 91 Artificial Insemination =12 sfes wf fimest =tfea |

dg-T27 AFCOIFET CYfem TE @2 9 fAwem =@y atf¥m AR
giF ©i7 Fits TFEecT Tled T zg—fizwd Fard TAnTE Tie 4949
g1z | Grii=Tal 9FA 51T @2 75 fiwms Aot 73 |
otz 169, AF-T23 9129 312, 53 #Aeltq fzoica, fafAfT Grazing Reserve
ity 12 RAIFS aTA T 129 IS S0 wiew AFa e T7ee AT A

@da =f = | '

7 5-fom Wiz fooae A & cifts fels @ada Ffog a2 9
o GREAE AR A cim:n?r fFElet aiqiz eff? iy ate Tl
oty R Zote tF AITZ 920 ©llE tAeg ) Atfes 1@ 513 ednea oof orfdeEn
oz siza WA AN OIRIN 7RG AP ol GAfT | @ 51z afrg
samts) frate Aifee, S S AR f@ES ol A ofe vz patzied |
frg afom w3 AT AL Gl eR 312 ciiga etz et | fifraig a3 ol
(@ AT A 717 @ ofF AT fFrEeitacs i w4 FfEes |

atga ALTZ AT FACE gfedimn <7 At Gaita | ofem -

ooy 3 ACa e a1 [Ewa aaty sifes wicst aicst Atba wst@ @fs zaca

74T e a2 aizFm z8 | ST dwrr wiveirs @fe siftr faem cEew
AR A e @ 3-fofA O 78 | 754 Fiel At ofs, g, T ifed
ate T o1 (SUACT T A shfta, Tt4w, &8 @ife o @iz am,

3 {3 AeT 2 AR Feits figd wta | o T @fE-<ifE

g §173 AL Faltp o8 W=7 | @i sz Sz @i wHs aifE
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giTla s 9 Aizis wiT geaE 9ift Oig | wifEREes @meE  (sat itz
Iff ST paFIcae (a9 AZld e FIECACIted  (orazta 9Nl AN ©lY
A7 divTe Alces toT wiF BAd Sl sf@Ec e | I IF  BITIER T
AMra corTEca @iTta Satce fesw FRE difdsg 1 oidEte @B SiehFE 9w
33t @dlts 31z, T34, 4T Gifre Livestock 1 fesvs  #t7 | C2 AFARIT
dfeqes Acs AFia ¢rIS T2 61 2W OfF Fiwed 9 I ael | e
= «F A @i 9@d oF A4 wifIv) (voice—sta IN IR
(erdre, wFAca fwAw) At @1 9% TS (AT WAN AR iR | fos
afem 1 cstes, cata =ITlg 5 wr=Falcs #faca FiSm z=91 gt FiEFm
@fdl Ftard ©ig GladrFere @ T Ety 9T %R afgie  siecd afeme
sata Becatte @4ada . @ifE FifE cEta csteca Hemoglobin 3@ &t
oTq foeaw 4w «fFg A¥d Tlel ata oAt I, Rz 9Nl *KET 9@
afm F9 SiTe AZTO FCI | (0B @D A, @RIT 0w GiNT [ AR
Fhace wig | arAwA 99EiS Wi iR cows W81 (Voice—=7 W, f2=
tz gt stcn @faia coEe 4w ?) | (21f%) Wf cow i at41$ Tonic IF

4G |

Md. MAKSED ALI: May I know whether horse can be

Maulavi s

included in the category of  cattle

Srijut HALADHAR BHUYAN: Yes, cattle is a very wide term.

Maulavi Md. MAKSED ALI: What about “ Pigeon *° ?

Srijut HALADHAR BHUYAN : -  Livestock ”’ includes cow, buffalo, ox,
horse, poultry, pigeon, etc. Now I am speaking on livestock.

1% wacdy Awed  &f6 T Az FET (ivditen | A FEE I8 @ 2few
wifmts waia Gfcoca 32 F_@RIT AR A s 2fem 1 1R iR
@ gizle i 2w [Ees 4iew Aide e 4fe Ife c tate @i Horse
Power ta za | =fdw <iffzms Hors @ift aiak gehse @ @ k3
Gilatca) ofF @l T2iUwE 9FE el fWes ) efecs  dfer @ Ry
Tfata @b “ferw 497 ALFE AT 1 ATz dogiedwas @t @t @@, o129
4ty T TAD coleiE AT S FAW TT | R ARl FAUI ool v @em 1 @
gw ceElpa Aeem A AR FACA IS IR AqNw 1 [oewes
s FEAT AT 38 9Aib g difers A% WPt @ @R @, o
aifis g ogddife wiF  ARTT 4ivr sista winis ode Bedtwa fIsea
59%1c (a8 17 fAstel A9zF R0 Fcatcatd frata Avte R, atts «F wastdy
ow (FEba ARAigma T WAG A Snwlifs wiw Gty AR it A
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wftats 2prEs A3 @ff T4 FE IfE G Fw | StawT Al o 36T oyl
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gifica ages TN FIOC MW S99 (Ml a9t 37 @G i w27 sifece
w7 A9 sl (FCACE AT FE Alel, R wtm flest 21geT Tew osie
FI17 seAtm Aol qaleT | ol AFmTT Siztiwin 9w gl 9Nt e
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sple Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUM . Mad
on : DAR : Madam,
Thg Eakcr, Iam gateful to thr:_hon. Mover of this Cut Motion that he has
Dcpug’s t?ﬁs opportumty‘ of discussing a very important problem of the country,
given
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At the outset, Madam, 1 would like to say that the problem has not been
properly appreciated and examined to the extent it deserves. There is always
a cry for better cattle, for more milk and better draught cattle, but no
one goes to the root of the problem rather very few consider the problem from
the right points of view. Madam, the problem is a vast one. Government
might establish some demonstration centres here and there and show to the
people a system of rearing good cattle, and the way how our cattle can produpe
more milk ; but unless these efforts produce the necessary reactions on the public,
will it be possible for the Government to give attention Lo every individual
householder and to improve his cattle ? Unless we consider the problem trom the
practical point of view, as I have already said, we will not be able to appre-
ciate it. We have an ideal Cattle Faim in Upper Shillong and everyone who
goes there will be wonder struck, at least any man of our country wiil at first sight

_ask to himsell whether there are such cattle in existence in the country. We

have very good cattle in the Upper Shillong Farm where the maximum yield of
a cow is 78 Ibs. of milk daily.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble Minister take
us there ? We want to be headed by our Hon’ble Minister.

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR: You are wel-

come. I will not disoblige any hon. Member.

Madam, similarly, we have got livestock farms at Khanapara, at
and at Borbhetta in  Jorhat, but what 1 find is that necessary
reaction is not produced in our masses because the problem is not
taken up practically. Simply theoretical knowledge and simply apprecia-
tion that Governmént have been rearing good cattle in such and such-
a farm will not go to the root of the problem. We must pay our attention to
the practical side of the problem, I mean every householder should pay real
attention to his cattle. We know, Madam, that cattle wealth is the mest important
wealth of our people In this country. We have been living and earning oul
living depending on our cattle wealth. You will find that a house-
holder is rearing about a dozen of cattle, but all of them are emacia-
ted and not properly fed. Supposing we establish a dozen of farms here and
there to show to the people what good cattle are like, but unless they produce
the proper reaction in the minds of the people and unless the cattle are main-
tained up to a certain standard, mere maintenance of such farms cannot go to
the solution of the problem. That is what I find in the practical field. Madam,
the whole State may be tufned into vast Professional Grazing Reserves and yet our
cattle population may not improve unless the l‘c.al art or sci(?nce is followed. To
rear cattle in the Prolessional Grazing Reserves 1s an casy-golng method but un-
less the owner takes proper care of them by providing better fodder the condition
of such cattle in the Pro fessional Grazing Reserves will not be improved, as my
hon. Friend Mr. Chaliha has remarked that there are Professional Grazing Reserves
every where, but no good grass is seen anywhere. So, Madam, unless good
grass is grown for the fodder of the cattle population, simply  maintaining of
the farms will not bring us any benefit. This should be considered, Madam,
that we have by experience found that our country has yet wholly to depend
on the cattle population for the earning of our livelihood. So, we should give
more attention to the improvement of our cattle. Our masses should realise
and they should know that whatever the size or breed of their cattle the first

Barpeta
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step they should take is to feed them properly. You may have big sized cattle
or good breed of cattle, butif they are not properly maintained, in the long
run you will have only big skeleton of those cattle which would not then be
real cattle. If our cattle are small sized, but if they are properly fed and if they
are made stout and strong, they can properly plough land. = Of course, they
may not be able to plough as much land as bullocks of good breed can, but still
they will be quite useful in ploughing. The next step is to maintain a number
of good cows and not to let them loose in the grazing reserve but at least for
some time to keep them in the stall and feed them properly.
process.

That is an essential

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY : By way of explanation, Madam,
while the Hon’ble Minister has as much interest in the improvement of cattle
may I take it that he will shortly lift the sales tax on the rice and paddy which
are taken for feeding them properly ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MA.TLIB MAZUMDAR : I will come to
that, Madam, during my speech. Rearing of good cows is a good step towards
improvement of cattle population. If we maintain good cows the calves would
be good and we would get better quantity of milk. And the other step is, in
order to reap the benefit, our masses should be instructed to castrate the weedy
bulls, 1 mean the bulls that are not fit for breeding. Unless that is done the
upgrading of cattle cannot be achieved. This is an important step. Madam, good
amount of propaganda is also necessary. Our people should realise that by having
a small number of good cattle they can have better result than by maintaining a
large number of bad cattle.. Unless our masses are trained up and unless there is
a craving to have better things, it is not possible for Government to improve the
whole cattle population at once with a “Mantra”. Unless it is done, it is no use
importing better sized catth from qutsx_dc. Wha.t I have noticed is that all these
points have not made any lmpression 1n thc_*. minds of the people and it is for
want of proper appreciation, realisation and fit propaganda on the
subject..... e

Maulavi Md. MASKED ALI: Who will make propaganda, Madam ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : Madam. I
regret that I have to impress on the hon, qubers of this House, who are ti]c
representatives of our people, that PrOpaganda_ is to be made not by the people
from outside, but by the hon. Members of this House. On them the bur-
den lies to make this propaganda if they want improvement of our cattle wealth
and to improve the condition of our people. So, Madam, Government quite
realise the difficulty of the problem and to solve this they have been establishing
livestock farms at many places and bull centres. Only the other day I opened
2 bull centre at North Lakhlmpur; Government having done all these it
remains for the hon. Members of this House, who are real representatives of
the people; to take this matter in l‘lgh'_f carnest and, I request Madam, that
they do the necessary propaganda to instruct the people so that efforts made by
Government may produce the necessary results and that there may grow a real
consciousness in the minds of all the people so that in due time we may achieve
our object of improving the livestock of the province. We know that the pros-
perity of the country depends on the improvement of the livestock. I hope,
hon. Members will take this into their serious consideration,

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Hon. Minister’s

time i . What
the hon. Member like to do ? R Bfndoes

™Y &
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D;'. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY : Although I do not like to withdraw
the Cut Motion, but still I beg leave of the House to withdraw.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Has the hon. Member the leave of the House

to withdraw his Cut Motion ?
(The Cut Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.)

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : I put the main grant:

The question is “‘that a sum not exceeding Rs.6,69,000 be granted to defray
the charges, which will come in course of payment during the year ending on the
31st March, 1952, for the administration of the head—¢‘41.—Veterinary® *°,

The Motion was adopted.

GRANT No.35.
(72.—Capiial Qutlay on Industrial Development)

The Hon'ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: On the recommendation of
His Excellency the Governor of Assam, 1 beg to move that a sum not exceed-
ing Rs.1,54,400 be granted to defray the charges .which will come ir the course
of payment during the year ending on the 31st March, 1952, for the administra-
tion of the head—¢72.—Capital Outlay on Industrial Development®,

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : The Motion moved is that a sum not exceed;
Rs.1,54.400 be granted to defray the charges which will come in the (‘:ourseu;)gf
payment during the year ending on the 31st March, 1952, for the administrati
of the head—¢<72.—Capital Outlay on Industrial Development”. T

There is one Cut Motion standing in the name of Dr. Emran Husajn Ghan

dhury.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY : 1 beg to move that the tota] 1y
vision of Rs 1,54,400 under Grant No.35, major head—72.—Capital Ou‘tla pros
Industrial Development, at page 299 of the Budget, be reduced by Re. 1 2 y 'l:’n
amount of the whole grant of Rs.1,54,400 do stand reduced by Re.1, st

The object of the Cut Motion is to urge the need for giving facilities to i
vate concerns to open textile mills in these days of acute cloth shortage ; ko
State when Government has given up the idea of opening textile mijjjg ggfn:htilie

r
own.
Madam, Government had the policy of nationalising the Textile Indust
for reasons best known to them they have given up this idea. Of Ja¢e wry and
heard the reasons for the acute shortage of cloth in our country. There ar ¢ have
than one reason for this shortage of cloth and that was the export of idcpe € more
ties of cloth from our lands. Government might give other r S Zjuantl_
labour troubles, etc. etc., with regard to this shortage. Therefore, I haye brllch as
up this Cut Motion by way of impressing upon the Government the need for Ought
facilities to private concerns to open textile mills. The Deputy Minister gll\;mg
Srijut Choudhury. told us the other day that the monthly consumption is A i on,
sand bales of cotton, but we are not getting more than 1 thousand bales 10u-
said that some officers connected with Textile Department at the Gﬁntr:g e € alsg
responded to some of the letters of our Government. In order to me;;c not
shortage of cloth in our Province, which every body ad mits, it is very p cceisa the
Government to take early steps to give facilities to private persons in order t:)rv o
mills so that we may not have to go to the blackmarket to purchase cloth, Open
the Government will be kind enough to pay some attention to my Qut M Ope
With this I commend my Motion for the acceptance of the House,
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. The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Cut Motion moved is that the total provi-
sion of Rs.1,54,400 under Grant No.35, Major head—72.—Capital Outlay on
Industrial Development, at page 299 of the Budget, be reduced by Re.l, i.e., the
amount of the whole grant of Rs.1,54,400 do stand reduced by Re.1.

_ The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Madam, it is well known to
this House that on the assurance of the Government of India that the money that
may be necessary for developing the textile industry as a State concern in
Assam, would be available, Orders were placed by this Government for purchase
0{.‘ machinery for a textile mill, but subsequently on account of the financial
difficulties in the Centre they intimated their inability to find money for such a
project in Assam. Under the circumstances we had no alternative but to give
up the idea of establishing a textile mill as a State owned concern. Immediately
after the Government arrived at that decision, as early as 31st January, 1950,
t.., more than a year before the Cut Motion is moved, a Press Communique was
issued by the Government. It was definitely stated therein how Government is
anxious to help any party which is interested in the development of textile indus-
try. I will read the Press Communique which must have been read by my hon.
Friend who has moved this Cut Motion. It is dated 31st of January, 1950.

““The Government of Assam who in pursuance of their Communique of the
26th August 1946, decided to establish a Cotton Textile Mill in Assam as a :Statf:
owned concern, had placed orders for 25,000 spindles and preparatory machinery
with the manufacturers in U. K. through Messrs. Indian Textile Engineers
Limited, Bombay and paid an advance of Rs.8,35,435 towards the cost of this
machinery. Owing to financial difficulties, however, they regret they have been
compelled to abandon the policy of State ownership in regard to the textile Indus-
try. Anxious as they are to see at least one Cotton Textile Mill established in
Assam, the Governinent of Assam would be prepared to offer all reasonable facili-
ties for that purpose to a private party willing to take up the project provided it
agrees to repay Government the amount qf advance mentioned above and takes
over the order for machinery. This being one of the Centrally controlled Indus-
tries, this Government will have to obtain the approval of the Government of
India and the manufacturersfor the transfer of the machinery to the approved
party. The total cost of the machinery specifications of which have not yet been
finalised comes approximately to Rs.33,42,000.  Any party interested in the
undertaking sgo}ﬂd Sindlgphi;\s/l prolllnosi% Stg ,t’he Secretary, Transport and Industries

rtment before the 10t arch, :
Depait is regrettable that except a single party who have not yet been able to
raise much money for development of this textile industry, has not submitted
application for having the _machmcry or indicating the concession that they want
for the development of the industry here. .

The only concern that has applied is the Assam Nationa] Textile Industries
Limited. This Company had been registered under the Company’s Act but in spite
of repeated request they have not been able to raise the sufficient capital to repay
the advance to the Government. In order to give facilities we have asked this
party to satisfy the Govcrr_lment that they_r are able to repay the advance or. else
furnish adequate security guaranteeing repayment of the refund of the
advance. We are prepared to transfer the order to them in case they can pledge
movable or immo;_zatﬁe péopcrty go tlie saESi‘actxon of G({)vernment guardamee-
i he refund of the advance but they have not yet been able to do so.
1Onﬁ ; the other hand, several applications are coming from outside
the province who are not only picpared to pay advance money all at
once but are prepared z}]‘so to pay interests and take other Iiabili.tiqs,, I
have tried to ascertain if any of those parties who had applied for this import
license are prepared to develop the industry in Assam but none of those
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are prepared to do so.  Under these circumstances, Government will have no
alternative but to transfer the order and the license to some other party,
unless the Assam National Textile Industries Limited are prepared to pay
the advance either in cash or furnish sufficient security—movable or immovable,
guaranteeing repayment of relund. Government cannot wait indefinitely and
run the risk of losing money to the tune of Rs.8,35,435.

Long before this Cut Motion was moved, Government has been making all
possible effort to transfer the order and license to one who is willing to develop the
textile industry, but unfortunately no one has yet made an earnest effort to take
advantage of this offer made in the Press Communique issued in 1950.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: Let us form a Co-operative

Society.
The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Government would welcome

that. It is for the public to come forward with such a proposal. I would request
Dr. Emran Husain Chaudhury, an economist of great repute, to come forward and
try to develop the industry and I can assure him that the Government would be
glad to help him.

In view of what I have said, this Cut Motion is unnecessary. 1 hope, hon. Dr.
Husain, will withdraw his Motion.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: In view of the reassuring state-
ment made by the Hon’ble Chiefl Minister (laughter), signifying his deep anxiety
for the establishment of a textile mill in the Province, [ beg leave of the House to

withdraw my Cut Motion.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Has the hon. Member leave of the House to
withdraw his Cut Motion ?

(The Cut Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.)

I now put the ori ginal Motion :—

The question is that a sum not exceeding Rs. 1,54,400 be granted to defray
the charges which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on
the 31st March, 1952, for the administration of the head—¢72.—Capital Outlay
on Industrial Development”.

The Motion was adopted.

GRANT No 34

(71_—-Gapita1 Outlay on Schemes of Agricultural Improvement
and Research)

The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: On the recommendation of
His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Madam, to move that a sum not
exceeding Rs. 1,72,800 be granted to defray the charges which will come in the
course oi'paymenz cllun;ig g‘-e Rt ending on the 31st March, 1952, for the
administration of the head—71.—Capital Outlay on Sch . .
Tmprovement and Research.”” i 3 ernes of - Agricultural

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Motion moved is that a sum not exceeding
Rs. 1,72,800 be granted to defray the charges which will come in the course of
‘p? ytrln elnt c(l{url{n glthe éial-‘tc?%ng] on the 31st March, 1952, for the administration

— ~—uapite F: ~ .

cf{ etscz 1:3? - pital Outlay on Sc_hem es of Agricultural Improvement and

I call upon Dr. Emran Husain Chau dhury to move his Cut Motion



452 DEMANDS FOR GRANTS [20TH MAR.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: Madam, I beg to move that
the total provision of Rs. 1,72,800 under Grant No. 34, Major head—71.—Capital
Outlay on Schemes of Agricultural Improvement and Research at page 297 of

the Budget, be reduced by Re.1,i ¢, the amount of the whole grant of
Rs. 1,72,800 do stand reduced by Re. 1.

My object is to raise a general discussion about the capital outlay on
schemes of agricultural improvement and research. During the last few days, we
have had ample discussion about food shortage in the Province. I do not think, I
will say a single word more except pointing out the acuteness of the shortage.
I quite appreciate the stepstaken by Government in opening experimental
centres. I know that some amount of money has been devoted to this. But I
want to know from the Government why they do not spend a little more money
for research work. May I also know whether they have any Officer in the Imperia
Council of Agricultural Research about whose winding up there was some talk.
There are some people who are in favour of abolishing the whole Department. In
view ot the fact that this country is predominantly agricultural in nature, and in
view of the fact also that it has not been able to grow as much paddy or foodstuff
as is required by the people of the country, I hope, Government will see the neces-
sity of devoting more sums for the training of people who can contribute their
mite towards the improvement of agriculture. That, Madam, will help in
mecting the demands of the people of Assam.

With these few words, I commend my Motion, not for the acceptance but
for the consideration of the hon. Members of the House,

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Cut Motion moved is that the total provision
of Rs. 1,72,800 under Grant No.34, Major head—71.—Capital ‘Outlay on
Schemes of Agricultural Improvement and Research, at page 297 of the Budget,
be reduced by Re. 1, 1. e, the amount of the whole grantof Rs. 1,72,800 do
stand reduced by Re. L.

The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS_: Madam,
appreciate the views of my Frlend-——tl.lc Movc.r of this Cut Motj
his criticism relates to a different subject. This demand relates to tractor operation
schemes. Dr. Emran Husain Chaudhury has brought into this discussion the
non-appointment of an Economic Brota_.mst, if 1 could _follow him exactly. Is
it Economic Botanist ? (No reply.) This demanf:l pertains to Tractor Operation
Scheme and _this Scheme has been in operation for the last 3 years. Some
of the hon. Members during the general Budget discussion on the floor of
this House expressed the views that Govcrqment must purchage. more tractors,
Bulldozers, etc- I had not the oppor tunity to meet that criticism during the
general discussion of the Budget. Mr. Nilmoni Phookan who is absent here to-
day expressed 'the view that Government should purchase more tractors, Bulldo-
zers, etc., for increasing the food production of the State. In this connection,
I must tell the House that I ain not one of those who put extreme reliance on
the tractor operation. Apart from the fact, many of the scientists of the world
have expressed the views w}.nch are not in favgur of mechanised cultivation. We
have to take into consideration other _economic _fact(_)rs, i. e., unemployment of
farm labour. Even eminent scientist like Elpstcln has expressed the views
that tractor operation might det'enoratc the soil, and even an economist like
Dr. Kumarappa who came to this State 2 or 3 years ago in connection with the
Agrarian Reforms was also of the gsame opinion. Apart from these factors,
there are other factors which we mu t take into account. Mechanjsed cultivation
has bearing with the indutrialisation of the country. Even in countries which are

Deputy Speaker, I
on, but I am afraid
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industrially advanced, mechanised cultivation has not progressed so as to throw
out animal power. With the exception of the United Kingdom and United States
of America the other countries of Europe are far behind in this respect. Even
U.S. S. R. which is highly industrialised, mechanised, cultivation has not
advanced to throw out animal power. Soin our State we cannot entirely
rely on mechanised cultivation especially when there is dearth of trained personnel
and difficulty in securing spare parts, etc. During these 3 years, I must state
that we had great difficulties for the lack of trained personnel, for the lack of
spare parts and equipment and also for transport of Diesel Oil to the operational
centres. We have now overcome these difficulties.

You may find that the amount proposed to be spent is rupees five Jakhs
but it is expected that receipt to the extent of Rs. 3 lakhs and odd would
accrue during the year and an amount of Rs. 2 lakhs and Rs. 85,000 have been

provided to purchase more tractors.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: Are you against the Operation
of tractors ?

The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: No.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: When the Hon’ble Minister
himself is not sanguine about the desirability of tractor operation, is it desirable
on the part of the ~Government to spend more money in purchasing more

tractors ?

The Hon’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: What I mean is that we should
not rely entirely on tractors but these may be utilised for reclamation of lands.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN GHAUDHURY: Madam, in view of the fact that
my Motion is, as the Hon’ble Minister says, misplaced, I find my arguments mis-
fired and also in view of the assurance that the tractors will be utilised for
reclamation of land, I beg leave of the House to withdraw my Cut Motion.

(The Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn )

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The question is that a sum not exceeding
Rs. 1,72,800 be granted to defray the charges which will come in the course of
payment during the year ending on the 31st March, 1952, for the administration
of the head—**71.—Capital Outlay on Schemes of Agricultural Improvement
and Research”.

The Motion was adopted.
GRANT No. 1.

(4.—Taxes on Income other than Corporation Tax)

The Hon’ble Shree MOTIRAM BORA: On the recommendation of
His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Madam, to move thata sum not
exceeding Rs. 55,700 be granted to defray the charges which will come in course
of payment during the year ending on the 31st March, 1952, for the administra-
tion of the head—*‘4.—Taxes on income other than Corporation Tax”,

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : The Motion moved is that a sum not exceeding
Rs. 55,700 be granted to defray the charges which will come in course of payment
during the year ending on the 31st March, 1952, for the administration of the
head—*‘4.—Taxes on income other than Corporation Tax”.
(After a pause)



454 DEMANDS FOR GRANTS [20TH MAR.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : As there is no Cut Motion I put the main
demand as a question.

The question is that a sum not exceeding Rs 55,700 be granted to defray
the charges which will come in course of payment during the year cuding on the

31st March, 1952, fo_r the administration of the head — “4.—Taxes on income
other than Corporation Tax”.

The Motion was adopted.
GRANT No. 25.

[50.—Civil V\forks (Tools and Plant and Establishment Charges)]

The Hon’ble Srijut RAM NATH DAS: On the recommendation of
His Excellency the Governor of Assam, T beg, Madam, to move that a sum not
excceding Rs. 32,03,100 be granted to defray the charges which will come in
the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March, 1952 for the
administration of the head <50, Civil Works (Tools and Plant and Establi-
shment )-”

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : The Motion moved is that a sum not exceeding

Rs. 32,03,100 be granted to defray the charges which will come in the course of
a'mc,nt during the year ! endmg on the 3Ist March, 1952 for the
adzfninistration of the head—*50. Civil Works (Tools and Plant and Establi-

shment )" e paese)

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: There is no Cut Motion under this demand.
; ut the question. :
I thc%ﬁgfgupcstion is that a sum not exceeding Rs. 32,03,160 be granted to defray

s which will come in the course of payment during the yea: ending on
e Chargijxarch, 1952 for the administration of the head “50?’——Civil Works
L 31st 4 Plant and Pstablishment ).
( 00

The Motion is adopted.

GRANT No. 28.

,_.-Superannuation Allowances and Pensions ; 83.—Payment of Commuted
5?'1)3115'10113 and 85.—Payments to Retrenched Personnel).
Value )

__sple Srijut MOTIRAM BORA: On the recommendation of
Thelgggy the Governor of Assam, I beg, Madam, to move that a sum not
His Ex52 Rs. 32,47,900 be granted to defray the charges which wili come in the
paYmcnt during the:‘ year ending on the 31st March, 1952 for the
ation of the heads —*“55.—Superannuation Allowances and,Pensions,”
r man ofcommuted value of PE:IIS&O!’IS”I and “85.-—Payment; to retren-

excceding

pUTY SPEAKER : The Motion moved is that a sum not exceeding
. = o

granted to defray the charges which will come in the course of
Juring _the year ending on the 31st March, 1952 for the administration
t ds_ﬂ_‘gss,-—Supcrz}nnuatmn Allowances and Pensions,” ¢g3._Payment
of the hcated value of - Pensions™ and “85.—Payments to retren
.ommu

a1 wo G Moti which ched personnel.”’
2 here are two ut viotions ich we wish to take after lun E
The

ch.

Adjournment

h Assembly was adjourned for lunch till 1 p. m.
The
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After lunch
(The Deputy Speaker in the Chair)

pr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: Madam, Deputy Speaker, 1
beg to move that the total provision of Rs.32,47,900 under Grant No. 28, major
head 55.—Superannuation Allowances and Pensions, etc., at page 265 of the
Budget be reduced by Re. 1, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.32,47,200

.do stand reduced by Re. 1.

The Hon’ble Srijut MOTIRAM BORA : Madam, it would save time if
both the Motions are discussed together.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: I quite agree with the proposal
of my hon. Friend over there.

Madam, the reasons for which T have tabled these motions are (1) to raise
a discussion for wot yet adopting the Pension scheme of the Central Government
and (2) to urge the need of granting dearness allowance to pensioners in these
hard days. E

Madam, in the case ol Central Government employees, after 30 years
of meritorious service they get 15 months’ pay without the production of any
medical certificate, and if, God forbid, premature death occurs to a pension-
holder or to an employce the family is granted pension for five continaous years.
Unfortunately this rule does not apply to our province. So, the families of those
who die prematurely have to fall back upon the mercy or charity of the people
I would therefore advise Government to take into consideration the scheme of the
Central Government and try to apply the same to our province. :

Then, Madam, in this connection I would like to state that when a person
retires after rendering good and faithful service to the country and the Govern-
ment, he or she does not get any dearness allowance in proportion to the pension
he gets. It is therefore meet and proper that Government do take early steps
for the introduction of dearness allowance for those who for no fault of theirs
are today deprived of dearness allowances. Government should consider the
services rendered by these people to the country at large and to the Government
specially in view of the great rise in the cost of living.

With these few words, I resume my seat.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Cut Motion moved is that the total provision
of Rs.32,47,9G0 under Grant No. 28, major head 55.—Superannuation Allowances
and Pensions, etc., at page 265 of the Budget be reduced by Re.l, 7.2., the
amount of the whole grant of Rs. 32,47,900 do stand reduced by Re.1.

Mr. J. S. HARDMAN: Madam, as a pensioner I would like to support the
Motion which has been moved by the hon. Leader of the Opposition. Iam,
however, not desirous on this occasion of pressing my own case, but I would
ask Government to consider sympathetically the claims of those in subordinate
services who have served the State so loyally in the past. It has been accepted
that a pension is merely deferred pay and consequently it comes as a great
hardship to those who have depended on the receipt of a pension when they
retire if they find that the value of money has declined. I know personally of
many cases of hardship of lfﬂembt_érs of the clerical staff who had looked forward
on their retirement to live with a modest competence but with the prodigious
rise in the cost of living they i}nd_ that they are quite unable to make both ends
meet. If there was any justification for giving a dearness allowance to those
who are actually working it would appear to be logical and equitable if this
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dearness allowance is also given to those who retire on pension. At least I
would ask the Finance Minister to consider very seriously giving relief to those
who fall in the bottom _bracket, those whose pensions are now of a size which
hardly enable them to live in the style to which they have been accustomed.

The Hon’ble Srijut MOTIRAM BORA: Madam, Deputy Speaker, I am
thankful to the hon. Mover of this Cut Motion, Dr. Emran Husain Chaudhury,
for giving an opportunity to the Government to explain our attitude and position
with regard to this important matter of pension to our retired officers.

Madam, it is prqbably not unknown to the hon. Members of this House
that so far as pension rules and provident fund rules obtaining in this State are
concerned this Government is following the pension and provident fund rules
of the Government of India. Recently the Government of India have formu-
lated a new pension scheme and that has been sent to the State Government
for adoption. In the new pension scheme formulated by the Government
of India certain major changes are sought to be made. Provision is sought to
be made in this new pension scheme for providing pension to members of
bereaved families of Government officers who die prematurely before retirement.
Now this matter being of a major nature is likely to involve a large financial
commitment to this Government. It is therefore desirable that Government
should know definitely before adopting this scheme what their future financial
commitment will be. Therefore Government is examining the question from that
point of view. At the same time Government want to know what other State
Governments are doing in this matter. We have written to different State
Governments what they have done in regard to the adoption of this measure—
whether they are going to make any changes or going to adopt the new scheme
in tolo. We have got certain opinions from certain Governments already, but we
have not got opinions 3 from a.ll the- State Governments. Government when
they will get all the_ informations, will take the whole question into examination
and serious consideration whether the new scheme as adopted by the Central Gov-
ernment can be adopted here in our State in {ofo or with some changes. Madam,
we are keeping an open mind in this matter and also examinng this problem not
without sympathy for those whose case Mr. Hardman has taken up so ably and
elogquently.

As regards the other poir}t, namely increase in dearness allowance to these
retired officers, Madam, this Government is following exactly the scheme that
has been adopted by Central Government as well other State Governments.
We are giving dearness allowance to certain categories of officers already. For
instance persons who are drawing pension to the extent of Rs.100 or so are
getting this dearness allowance, but nowhere this dearness allowance is being
ncreased in India—neither by the Government of India nor by other State Gov-
ernments. In this matter _also we are ket.:pmg an open mind. I do not deny that
the lot of these poor retxr_ed officers is far from happy in these days, but
Madam, it is a matter which ought to be considered from various points of view
especially in case of Assagn .where the resources are very limited and when the
advanced provinces with better resources are not doing it, whether it would be
feasible for this poor State of ours to give increased dearncss allowance, I cannot

say. Here also we are k?eping an open mind and it other States increase the
allowance we shall also consider that question.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: Number of pensioners is very
small.

y vl
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The Hon’ble Srijut MOTIRAM BORA: Not so. My hon._Fricnd will
find that we pay as much as Rs.32,47,900 as pension to our retired officers.
So it is not an easy job, but we are keeping an open mind as I have stated.
We are examining all these points not without some sympathy. With these
observations I request my Friend, Dr. Husain, to see his way to withdraw

the Motion.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: In view of the very sympathetic
reply given by the Hon’ble Finance Minister I am only too glad to make my
virtual retreat and take leave of the House to withdraw my Motion.

(The Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.)

The Deputy SPEAKER: I put the question. The question is that a
sum not exceeding Rs.32,47,900 be granted to defray the charges which will
come in course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1952 for the
administration of the heads “55.—Superannuation, Allowances and Pensions,”’

“83.—Payment of commuted value of pensions” and “85.—Payments to

retrenched personnel.”
The Motion was adopted.

GRANT No. 6
11,—Registration

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA: Madam, Deputy
Speaker, on the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I
beg to move that a sum not exceeding Rs.1,28,300 be granted to defray the
charges which will come in course of payment during the year ending on the
31st March, 1952 for the administration of the head “l11.—Registration.”

The Deputy SPEAKER: I find that we have exceeded all the time
available. So there is no time to take up the Cut Motions. I therefore put
the Motion.

The question is that a sum not exceeding Rs.1,28,300 be granted to defray
the charges which will come in course of payment during the year ending
on the 31st March 1952, for the administration of the head ““11.—Registration”.

The Motion was adopted.

GRANT No. 27

(54-A.—Famine Relief and 54-B.—Transfer to Famine Relief Fund)

. The Hon’ble Srijut MOTIRAM BORA: On the recommendation of
His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg to move that a sum not exceeding
Rs.2,15,000 be granted to defray the charges which will come in the course of
payment during tl’}? year ending on the 31st March 1952, for the adminis-
g‘sfllgrt, of the head “54-A.—Famine Relief and 54-B.—Transfer to Famine Relief
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The Deputy SPEAKER: Motion moved is that a sum not exceeding
Rs,2,15,000 be granted to defray the charges which will come in the course of
payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1952 for the administration
of the head ‘““54-A.—Famine Relief and 54-B.—Transfer to Famine Relief Fund.”

I put the question.

The qestion is that a sum not exceeding Rs.2,15,000 be granted to defray
the charge which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on
the 31st March 1952 for the administration of the head ““54-A.—Famine Relief and
54-B.—Transfer to Famine Relief Fund?.

The Motion was adopted.
Grant No.15

(36.—Scientific Departments)

The Hon’ble Srijut MOTIRAM BORA: Madam, on the recommenda-
tion of His Exce'lency the Governor of Assam, I beg to move that a sum not
exceeding Rs.13,500 be granted to defray thke charges which will come in

course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1952, for the
administration of the head ¢36.—Scientific Departments®.

The Deputy SPEAKER : The Motion moved is that a sum not exceeding

Rs.13,500 be granted to defray the charges which will come in course of

ayment during the year ending on the 31st March 1952, for the administration
of the head ¢36.—Scientific Departments”.

(The Motion was put as a question and adopted.)
Grant No.2}
(42.—Co-operation—l.—Co-operative Societies)

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Madam, on the recommen-
dation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg to move that a sum not
exceeding Rs.7,90,600 be granted to defray the charges which will come in
course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1952, for the
administration of the head ,¢¢42.—-Co-operation—I..—Co-operative Socicties”.

The Deputy SPEAKER: The Motion moved is that a sum not exceed-
ing Rs.7,90,600 be _granted to defray the charges which will come in
course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1952, for the
2d ministration of the head‘“42.—Co-operation—I.—Co-operative Societies”.

(The Motion was put as a question and adopted).
Grant No,21-A
(42.—Co-operation—1I.—Rural Development)

The Hom’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Madam, on the recom-
mendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg to move that a sum
not exceeding Rs.11,15,200 be granted to ‘def'ray the charges which will come
in course of payment during fhe year endmg_ on the 31st March 1952, for the
administration of the head ¢42.—Co-operation—IT.—Rural Development.’’

The Deputy SPEAKER: The Motion moved is that a sum not exceed-
ing Rs.11,15,200 be granted to defray the charges which will come in course

g
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of payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1952, for the administra-
tion of the head ¢“42.—Co-operation—II—Rural Development.”’

(The Motion was put as a question and adopted.)
Grant No.12
(28.—Jails and Convict Settlements)

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Madam, on the recom-
mendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg to move that a sum
not exceeding Rs.19,74,700 be granted to defray the charges which will come
in course of payment during the year ending on the 31lst March 1952, for
the administration of the head ¢28—Jails and Convict Settlements’’.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Motion mioved is that a sum not exceed-
ing Rs.19,74,700 be granted to defray the charges which will come in
course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1952, for the admi-
nistration of the head—*28.—Jails and Convict Settlements™.

(The Motion was put as a question and adopted).

Grant No.5
(10.—Forests)

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : Madam, on the recommen-
dation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg to move that a sum not
exceeding Rs.39,57,800 be granted to defray the charges which will come in
course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1952, for the
administration of the head—<10.—Forests’.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : The Motion moved is that a sum not exceeding
Rs.39,57,800 be granted to defray the charges which will come in course of pay-
ment during the year ending on the 31st March 1952, for the administration of
the head—¢*10.—Forests™.

There is one Cut Motion standing in the name of the hon. Member,
Mr. J. S. Hardman.

Mr. J. S. HARDMAN: Madam, I beg to move that the total provision of
Rs.39,57,800 under Grant No.5, major head —10.—Forests, at page 48 of the
Budget, be reduced by Re.l1, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.39.57,800
do stand reduced by Re.l. The object of my moving the Motion is to raise a
general discussion. o

Madam, in the time which is available T am afraid that it will be possible
for me to touch only one aspect of Forest administration. We are referring to
the serious damage which continues to "be done by elephants in the State of
Assam. We are appreciative of the changed attitude that Government have
been displaying. They no longer regard the damage by elephants as insignificant,
unsubstantial or unimportant. We believe that Government do recognise that
damage to cultivation is serious ; very serious at a time when the Government

procurement can hardly secure the amount necessary to supply the rationed
population.

Taking five districts of Assam with which T can claim to be a little familiar,
we estimate from figures which we have obtained that approximately 50 thousand
acres of cultivable land are either uncultivated or subject to such heavy damage
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that little or no produce is obtained. Let us assume that the produce from 50
thousand acres of land would be equivalent to 20 thousand tons, an amount,
which represents more than one month’s requirement of the Government
Supply Department.

{/

*The Hon’ble srij}lt RUPNATH BRAHMA : Doesthe hon. Member
say in one year the figure is 50 thousand acres ? That is not so.

Mr, J. 5. HARDMAN: I car assure the Hon’ble Minister that there are
many such areas ; in Hailakandi, in Longai Valley, in North Cachar and Mangal-
dai. However, we feel that sufficient attention has still not been paid to this
serious problem.

Government have on occasions deputed Police parties in various parts to
shoot elephants ; but to shoot clephants is hardly part of the ordinary consta-
bulary duties. It needs a certain amount of special training, it needs also special
equipment. Our Police who have practised only on rifle ranges can scarcely be
regarded as the most suitable force to depute.  Moreover *303 rifles again are not
of sufficient calibre for dealing with elephants. I would invite Government atten-
tion to the schemes which are in force elsewhere. In Africa there is an organised
scheme of Game wardens. An adequate staff is appointed to see that elephant and
other wild animal controls are maintained. There is a similar scheme, which
has been in force in Burma and I understand that it has, generally speaking,
proved effective.

“We would ask Government to examine whether something can be done on
these lines realising the great importanee of bringing all available acres at the
present time under food cultivation. There are some difficulties being experienc-
ed over the administration of elephant control in various Districts. Elephant
control licenses which are being issued are difficult to obtain. Even though we
have been able to assure the authorities that the persons concerned possess
rifles of requisite calibre itis impossible to obtain licences and we do not know
any reasonable ground for refusing. Then again we ask for Government
assistance in getting suitable cartridges. Owing to import control there is a
shortage of solid-nosed cartridges of 425, ‘450 and ‘475 bore which are
required for shooting elephants. Then thereis a particular difficulty over the
application of the existing rules. At the present moment if any one shoots an
elephant, even though it has damaged crops, he is to face a certain amount of
trouble from the Forest Department. Nobody wishes to take that risk and
the consequence is that elephants continue to do damage with impunity. The
Hon’ble Minister in charge has previously given and assurance in this House
that anyone was entitled to shoot an elephant damaging crops and we ask
that this should be made known to all the officers of the Forest Department.
There is still a further difficulty. If a person obtains an elephant control
license he is not allowed to shoot a female elephant or an elephant which
has not reached a certain stage of maturity. Frequently at night it is difficult
to be certain that these restrictions are being observed. Elephants are not
the easiest animal to shoot and a little discretion ought to be given to those
entrusted with elephant control licenses so that if they by any chance make an
unintentional mistake they are not to face proceedings. We feel in general that
there can be much liberalisation with great advantage. The Forest Department
officers must recognise that a great deal of unnecessary damage to crops is being
done, that there still remain large areas of the Statein which elephants can
safely be allowed to wander, and that at the present time food production is a

paramount inportance.

*Speech not corrected.

W 8
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Cut Motion moved is that the total provision
of Rs.39,57,800 under Grant No.5.—major head 10.—Forests, at page 48 of the
Budget be reduced by Re.1, i.c., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.39,57,800
do stand reduced by Re.l.

I can allow only one minute to other hon. Members who want to speak
on this Motion.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Madam, in this connection I
wish to draw Government’s attention to the terrible tiger menace in the Paneri
and Bhutiachang Tea Estate areas in Darrang District. Hon Members are pro-
bably aware that man-eaters are taking heavy tolls of human lives in these areas
even in day time during the last few months. I should like to know what steps
Government have taken to check this menace, y

The Hom’ble Srijut MOTIRAM BORA : This question does not come,
Madam, under the head Forests.

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNU}IAM MEDHI : The tigers referred to by
the hon. Members are reported to be in a jungle which is within a tea grant of a

company-.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Madam, what I want to know
is what steps Government have taken to protect the lives of human-beings, no
matter whether the tigers” abode be in the forest of tea estates or in the Forest
Reserves 1 think it is the duty of_the Government to see that lives of the Sl
are protected from the depredations of man-caters without considering the
question of their abode.

Shei DHARANIDHAR BASUMATARI: SMtarwn Teatem, @iy &
whate AAt2re), ¢ e I TeEe AR 721 Public Works Depart-
ment alwia eAare? 4120 | Ifr Tegece A2 @i wfeitm, @izt gaay

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Ido notthink I can allow any other hon.
Member to speak on this Motion.

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA: Madam, Deput

when I saw a Cut Motion to be moved by hon. Mr. Hardman I’exPEctgdStl})lZ%kc}fé
would give us some sqggcstlons in reg_ard to development of our forests and forest
resources, but he has instead come with the same corpplaint in regard to damage
caused to the paddy fields by wild elephants. He raised th's same question in the
last Session of the Assembly, 50 far 1 remember, and I tried to impress upon the
hon. Member that there being hill ranges on all sides of our State, the Himalayan
ranges on the North and Garo Hills, Khasi Hills, Naga and other Hills on the
South of Brahmaputra, the wild elephants’ depredation is sure to come every
year We have been trying our level best to check or control this movement of
wild elephants by our Kheda and Mela Shikar operations and also by issuing
elephant control licenses to different individuals in different Districts to kill the
wild elephants causing such da}mages in different areas. Mr. Hardman has not
been able to give us any definite or specific areas where damage has been done
to the extent he has described. He has simply said that crops in 3ottt
50 thousand acres of lJand have been damaged, but exactly in whft loc lflt?ara oull],
damage has been done he has not mentioned. As regards the case aolfleé af;lil]; ;
District, Madam, I am sorry to inform the hon. Members that inspite of our
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calling for tenders and applications to start operations of both Kheda and Mela
Shikar —in that area—nobody has so far come forward to take up this work, and
it is also a fact that during the War there was a definite movement of elephants
from the Burma side which caused depredation in the Cachar side. We are
trying to check this depredation and as protective measures we are opening Mela
and Kheda operations almost in all the districts. I shall rememb=r the sugges-

tions which have been put forward by Mr. Hardman and shall see how best we
can control the movement of elephants in future.

Mr. J. S. HARDMAN: I beg leave of the house to withdraw my
Cut Motion.

The Deputy SPEAKER: Has the hon. Member the leave of the House
to withdraw his Cut Motion ?

(The Cut Motion was, by leave of the house, withdrawn.)

The Deputy SPEAKER: I put the main demand.
The question is that a sum not exceeding Rs.39,57,800 be granted to defray

the charges which will come is course of payment during the year ending on the
31st March, 1952 for the ad ministration of the head “10.—Forests’’.

The Motion was adopted.
GRANT No.7

(12.—CHARGES ON ACCOUNT OF MoTOR VEHICLES TAXATION ACTS)

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: On the recommendation of
His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move that a sum not
exceeding Rs.6,09,100 be granted to defray the charges which will come in course
of payment during the year ending on the 3]st March, 1952 for the administra-
tion of the head <¢12.—Charges on account of Motor Vehicles Taxation Acts”’,

The Deputy SPEAKER: The Motion moved is that a sum not exceecd-
ing Rs 6,09,100 be granted to defray the charges which will come in course of
payment during the year ending on the 21st March, 1952 for ic administration
of the head “12.—Charges on account (?f Motor Vehicles Taxation Acts”.

- There is one Cut Motion standing in the name of Mr. Hardman.

Mr J.S. HARDMAN : Madam, Deputy Speaker, T beg to move that
-the total provision of Rs.6,Q9,100 under_ Grant No.7, Major head 12—Charges
on account of Motor Vehicles Taxation Acts, at page 54 of the Budget be
reduced by Re.l, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.6,09,100 do stand
reduced by Re.l.

The object is to raise a general discussion,

The first point to which I would like to invite attention has been the diffi.
culties which are being placed in tlr,1e way of grant of private carriers’ permit,: ‘T¢
is impossible to get private carriers’ permit for certain roads in the State although
these roads are already capable of carrying motor traffic and we consider that the
original intention of the Motor Vehicles Act has been lost sight of, I refer to
the report of the Select Committee which makes it clear. ‘‘All Provinces have
agreed that private carriers should have a permit and this permit

J2s _ should be easily
obtained and should not be open to opposition by providers of hired transport”,
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In England, which provided the model for the present system of Motor
Vehicle control which we have in Motor Vehicles Act, the practice is that a person
who owns a Motor Vehicle has an absolute right to carry his own goods on any
road. Thisis a legitimate right which Government ought to safeguard even if
Government are operating their own transport on a particular road. They
should not deny the private individual the right to carry his own goods and he
should not be compelled to utilise other forms of transport.

The next point I would like to raise is the question of inspection of Motor
Vehicles. I can assure Government that there is considerable dissatisfaction
about the manner in which the inspection of Motor Vehicles is carried out. I
have been informed by reliable persons that there is a lot of unnecessary harass-
ment given to persons who present their Vehicles for inspection. I may also
assure Government that there are a number of malpractices. . If a Vehicle is
produced for inspection and it has been repaired by certain dealers, their report
is accepted without much question, whereas if it has not been repaired by such
dealers the Vehicle is kept waiting and eventually rejected on some flimsy pretext,
There is little doubt that there is corruption in the Motor Vehicle Inspectorate.
I know that individuals are reluctant to make complaints because they are com-

elled in future to present their Vehicles for further inspection and they know
perfectly well that if they complain their position may be more difficult in future.
It is to meet cases of this kind Ll_mt we feel that a more adequate staff to investi-
gate corruption is urgently required.

A less important point to which I would like to invite attention of this
House is the new direction of the L.lcensmg Authority that before a licence of a
Vehicle can be renewed it is essential to have an Insurance Certificate not merely
in force but to cover the whole period for which the licence is to be renewed.
This appears to be completely ynwarranted by- law. The law requires that the
Vehicles should be insured but it does not require that at the time of renewal of
a licence that Insurance covered should be for the whole period of renewal. To
give a brief example. An Insurance Certificate expires in June. I wish to
renew the vehicle for a year from the 1st of April. They are now refusing to
renew it for the year on the ground that from June onward there is no insurance
cover, but it is insured upto June and itis the obligation of the authorities to
see that the renewal is carried out and it is the practice and has always been the
practice for insurance certificate to be renewed for a year at a time ; Secondly,
it is mostly unlikely that the period of insurance will fit precisely into the period

for the license. i
I hope, Madam, Government wili be prepared to investigate the points which

I have urged.

The Deputy SPEAKER : Cut Motion moved is that the total provision
of Rs.6,09,100 under Grant No.7, Major head 12.—Charges on account of
Motor Vehicles Taxation Acts, at page 54 of the Budget be reduced by Re.l, i.e
the amount of the whole grant of Rs.6,09,100 do stand reduced by Re.1. 3 4,

The Hon’ble Minister will please reply.

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: Madam Deputy Speaker
Mr. Hardman in moving this Gut Motion has referred to the Tt privaté
carrier’s permit. If there was any restriction for issue of Drivate bCarrier’s P e
then that must be during the time when there was petrol rationing Aft(:l: that
Lo hot el th%fheri is f'fmydrestriction with regard' to rur;ning private
carriers’ permits. hen he referred to the rigl : ot - 2 1S :
mit on th% road, namely, Gauhati-Shillong Rfag,_?F.?l.{’I“g private carrier’s per

Mr. J. S. HARDMAN : T did not mention that road. Any road.
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; The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: Any road without any restric-
ion.

As far as I know, Madam, there is no restriction imposed on pri ‘ier’
permit to be p_hed in any road except Gauhati-Shillong ll{)oad and I;l xfﬁc gf:«rcl lctlhz
reason why this restriction is imposed on this road. ‘There may be restrictions
also in some other roads which may be imposed considering the condition of the
roads. That is, there may be restrictions imposed by the Public Works Depart-
ment or by Local Boards not to allow heavy traffic on certain roads to keep the
roads in order. But in this particular road namely, Shillong-Gauhati this
restriction was there bgforc this road was tzken up by the Government. When
the Comrne:rcml Carrying Company had monopoly on this road permits of any
private carrier or any person holding a private carrier was not allowed even
during the time of the Commercial Carrying Company to carry goods from
Gauhati to Shillong. Only a small number of permits were allowed to ply and
carry goods for which special fees had to be paid.

As regards the rpal-praqt1ces, he has referred to on the part of the inspecting
staff, Government will look into it and will see what can be done to remove the
mal-practices. It may so happen, Madam, that an Inspector, if he finds any
defect in the vehicle produced he may refuse to grant the certificate as required
by rules and even after the vehicles is repaired and produced before the Vehicle
Inspector, if the repair is not to the satisfaction of the Inspector in that case too
the Inspector has got his right to reject or refuse the certificate of fitness. In such
cases, if any motive on the part of the Inspector is imputed, it will be wrong.

With rcgar'd to thp point regarding insurance raised by my hon. Friend,
Mr. Hardman 11 refusing to grant renewal of permit for a period for which no
insurance 18 made, ic authority may be‘right in doing because if the per mit-
holder 1apscs_hls policy by not renewing 1t zg.nd while plying the vehicle makes
an accident, 11 that case the gut‘horlty granting the permit may be blamed. But
if J]aw allows it to grant permit for that period also for which there is no insurance
policy in that case, 1 will do the needful after looking into the matter.

With these words, I would request Mr. Hardman to withdraw his Cut Motion

Mr. J- S- HARDMAN : Madam, I beg leave of the House to withdraw

the Cut Motion

The De%uty N?I:Eﬁl?{ER :  Has the hon. Member leave of the House to
’ < his Cut Motion :
wlth%?he Cut Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.)

SPEAKER : Th ion i di
The Deputy € question 18 that a sum not exceceding
i 09,100 pe granted t‘a defray the charges which will come in course of pay-

s.né Juring the year ending on the 31st March, 1952 for the administration of
men: " a «19.—Charges on account of Motor Vehicles Taxation Acts”.

GRANT No. 8
(13.—Other Taxes and Duties)

H on’ble Srijut MOTIRAM BORA: Madam, on the recommendation

His E <cellency the Gov&rnor of Assam, I beg to move that a sum not exceed-

9f 65,200 be granted to defray the charges which will come in course of
ing Rs. @ Juring the year ending on the 31st March, 1952, for the administration

entca d «¢13,—Other Taxes and Duties.”’

P
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER : The Motion moved 1s that a sum not exceeding
Rs. 2,65,200 be granted to defray the charges which will come in course of pay-
ment during the year ending on 31st March, 1952 for the administration of the
head ¢“13.—Other Taxes and Duties.”’

There is one Cut Motion standing in the name of Mr. J. S. Hardman.

Mr. J.S. HARDMAN: Madam, I beg to move that the total provision
of Rs.2,65,200 under Grant No.8, major head—13. —Other Taxes and Duties, at
page 56 of the Budget, be reduced by Re. 1, i. e., the amount of the whole grant
of Rs. 2,65,200 do stand reduced by Re.l.

The purpose of this Gut Motion is to raise a general discussion on the ad-
ministration of the Sales Tax and Entertainment Tax.

The first point, which I should like to raise is the difficulties which assessees
under the Sales Tax are experiencing at the present time. Not only are offices of
the Sales Tax Department very ill-equipped, since most are housed in temporary
accommodation where there is complete absence of facilities for members of the
public. There is little doubt, 1 fear, that the Sales Tax is not a temporary form
of taxation, and therefore, it is incumbent upon the Government to make more
satislactory arrangements than exist at the present time. I belicve the Hon ble
Finance Minister is sympathetic in regard to this and that he \V'lll see that suitable
arrangements are provided. 'Then again there are the difliculties in the 'lflethods
of carrying out assessment. The practice is that an Officer of the Sales Tax De:-
partment calls on a Company to produce all its records. When these large quanti-
ties of documents are taken into the Office of the Sales Tax Department,
they are held up for a considerable time there. In the meantime, the
current business is often considerably hampered. Records-—accounts
of previous years are frequently required to be referred to in course of
business. It is not always the happiest of circumstances which require important
account records to lie in some Sales Tax Offices. Then again parties are called
repeatedly to appear before the Sales Tax authorities. Only too frequently cases
are not taken up on the dates which have been fixed, and we feel that the officers
concerned are not sufficiently scrupulous in organising their work to see that
when_ fixing the cases they are likely to be able to take them up or make every
eXertion to see that they carry out their work according to the time table.

Furning to another point which has arisen during the Session, I had referred

;_? i exemption which has been given to the Military in respect of Sales Tax and
ntertainment Tax,

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Thatis not relavant.

: Mr. J S. HARDMAN: Madam, other taxes also come under this Motion.
i am referring to the administration of the Sales Tax and Entertainment Tax,
and Grant No. 8 includes Sales Tax, and as such it is'relavant, Madam. We are
speaking on the manner in which the Act is being administered. The Sales Tax
contained no provision for exemption for Military and there is no notification to
L effect as yet.  We find from the statement made by the Government speakers
that discrimination is being made in favour of a certain section of the community.
As we have already urged at an carly stage, there is no justification for discrimina-
tion which is contrary to the Constitution of India.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY : Quite.
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Mr. J. S. HARDMAN: As regards Entertainment Tax, I wish to urge
on the Government to make provision for charitable performances. At the present
time, Government are obtaining the full Entertainment Tax on performances for
charitable causes. We trust that Government will examine and sce whether more
facilities can be forthcoming to exempt genuine charitable enterprises.  We feel
that more money would be available for charitable causes. if there was not the
present limitation imposed. It is affccting a great deal the enthusiasm of those
who are organising charitable performances to find from their own pockets the
sum required on account of expenses, and we would ask Government to be more
sympathetic in ' this respect, if necessary by making a suitable allowance to
cover bonafide expenses. '

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Cut Motion moved is that the total provision
of Rs. 2,65,200 under Grant No.8, major head--13.—Other Taxes and Duties,
at page 56 of the Budget, be reduced by Re.l, i.e., the amount of the whole grant
of Rs.2,65,200 do stand reduced by Re. 1.

Will the Hon’ble Minister please reply ?

]

The Hon’ble Srijut MOTIRAM BORA : Madam, Deputy Speaker, my
hon. Friend fr. Hardman in moving this Cut Motion is trying to make out two
points ziz. (L) needless inconveniences and troubles are caused (o persons who
come to our Sales Tax Offices. Madam, this Sales Tax Department is a new one.
It was established a few years back and it is not unknown to the hon. Members
about the acute housing problem in this State. Inspite of our hest efforts to
house our Sales Tax Offices suitably, we have not been able to accom modate
them in suitable rented houses, and that is why we have not been able to provide
suitable sitting arrangements and things of that' nature to those who go to these
Offices in course of their business.  We are trying our best to remove these incon-
veniences as far as possible. A circular letter is being issued to our offices to sce
that suitable sitting arrangements are made for those who come and attend those

offices.

Another point raised by Mr. Hardman is that some businessmen attend’ thede
offices with voluminous books of accounts and it is not possible for the Superinten-
dents or Inspectors to finish examination of those Books in course of the day

The result is that adjournments h.ave to be given or somﬂet_imcs the books of
accounts which are produced are detained in the offices. _ This causes needless
inconvenience to the dealers. ‘I _dD not deny tha!. some Inconvenience may be
caused in certain places but this is due, as I explained in my Budget Specch, to
inadequacy of our staff. We are therefore cont_emplatmg to strengthen the Tax
Department. When that will be dom-a thest? inconveniences will be removed,
At the same time I am also.contcr_np]atmg to issue a circular to our officers to see
whether they can adjust their routine work in such a way that these inconveniences

can be avoided.

The second point that has been sought to be made out by Mr, Hardman is
that this Government is making some kind of discrimination in favour of the Mili-
tary personnel while administering these two Acts. According to him, the Mil-
tary personnel who are in Assam ough't not to be exempted from payment of the
Sales Tax in Assam. Madam, the Military personnel is exempted from payment
of Sales Tax all over the country except in Madhya Pradesh and Assam ; they are

5
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not required to pay any Sales Tax in Bombay, Madras, Bengal, Punjab, Bihar,
Orissa and other places. When some such Military person is translerred to Assam
he is liable to pay Sales Tax here, but as soon as he is trasferred to some other Prov-
ince, say Orissa, he is exempt from it. Therefore a representation was made by
the Military authorities to this Government to move this unfair treatment. Taking
all facts into consideration this Government thought it desirable to fall in line with
the majority Provinces and exempt the Military personnel {from payment of Sales
Tax (A voice—Why). Because they are exempt in all other Provinces except the
Madhya Pradesh.

Then, Madam, these Military personnel rendered a very great service to our
Province, especially after the earthquake. Everyone knows what amount of
sacrifice they made and at what cost (A Voice—Are you minimising the sacrifice of
others ?). No. I donot, but1 would like to mention how the Military people,
at the cost of their personal comforts and at the risk of their lives, rushed food to
the interior areas, how they helped us in building roads and restoring communica-
tions and otherwise rendering various kinds of service to this Province at the time of
our distress. In appreciation of those services our Government decided that the
Military personnel, who are exempt from paying Sales Tax practically throughout
India, should also be given exemption here. I do not therefore consider, Madam,
that this has been a discrimination in favour of the Military.

Similarly, Madam, no discrimination has been made in their favour in regard
to the administration of the Entertainments and Betting Tax as well. They are
only given a small benefit when they attend the Garrison Theatre in uniform. That
is a very small benefit because the Garrison Theatre stands in the Cantonment area
and it was constructed from the funds which were given by the Government of India
for the welfare of Military personnel. When they attend the Garrison Theatre in
uniform they are not required to pay any Entertainment Tax. That is very small
benefit. 1 do not consider it a discrimination at all ; rather, considering the services
they rendered to this Province T am inclined to do more for them. My hon. Friend
raised a point of law that there is no provision in the Act to grant such exemptions.
I think he is not right ; at any rate | do not agree with him. If, however, he
wants this point to be examined by our legal experts I am ready to do that.

Then, Madam, so far as the charity shows in the State of Assam are
concerned, Mr. Hardman raised a very pertinent point that genuine charitakle
shows and entertainments should, it possible, be given some consideration by
the Government. We on our side are doing what is possible in this matter.
Whenever we consider that there are genuine charity shows and entertainments
pcrform?d for the good of the public we certainly grant exemption after petitions
are received from the parties-concerned praying for such exemption. Wherever
we consider it desirable in the public interest to grant exemption we do it.
If my hon. Friend Mr. Hard man wants us to be more helpful in this matter we

_are ready to consider all such petitions as liberally and sympathetically as is
possible. We have been receiving a lot of petitions from different districts of
this State ; from amateur theatre parties and others and we shall, if possible and
warranted, treat them with all consideration and sympathy.

With these observations, Madam, I request my hon. Friend Mr. Hardman
to withdraw his Motion,

Mr. J. S. HARDMAN : Madam, Deputy Speaker, I beg leave of the
House to withdraw my Cut Motion. :

(The Cut Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.)
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER : The question is thata sum not exceeding
Rs.2,65,200 be granted to defray the charges which will come in course of
payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1952, for the administration
of the head ¢“13,—Other Taxes and Duties”.

The Motion was adopted.

GRANT No.30
(57.—Miscellaneous)

The Hon’ble Srijut MOTIRAM BORA : On the recommendation of His
Excellency the Governor of Assam, | beg, Madam, to move that a sum not
exceeding Rs.75,89,500 be granted to defray the charges which will come in the
course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1952, for the
administration of the head ¢57.—Miscellaneous”.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Motion moved is that a sum not exceeding
Rs.75,89,500 be granted to defray the charges which will cone in the course of
payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1952, for the administration

of the head “57.—Miscellancous™. : - RS
There is a Cut Motion standing in the name of Dr. Emran Husain Chau-

dhury.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: Madam, Deputy Speaker, I beg
to move that the provision,  f Rs.2,11,265 under Grant No.30, major head—57—
Miscellaneous, minor head—1—Contributions, Sub-head—(b)—Grant to Local
Bodies for general purposes (total), at page 276 of the Budget, be reduced by
Re.1, i. e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.75,89,500 do stand_ reduced by
Re.1. The object is to raise a discussion on the need for opening a steam
ferry with frequent services from Pandu to Amingaon to avoid almost annual

disaster. . :
Madam. boat disasters are common on the Brahmaputra in our State.
5 On account of the

These occur specially between Amingaon and Pandu. :
frequency with which these disasters occur in this particular place, I have raised
this Motion to invite the attention of the Government to  see their way not for
the construction of a bridge across the Brahmaputra, but for the opening of
another ferry service which is to ply between the two places as frequently as

to the passengers as possible in order to

ossible and to give as much facility . ‘
zli)void boat disasters as far as practicable. Last time during the Budget Session
“in 1950, I brought in a Cut Mbotion requesting Government to bridge the

Brahmaputra at this part of the river, but that was found impracticable. But

this present proposal of mine might be accepted by the Government.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: .Cut Motion mo_ved is that the provision of
Rs.2,11,265 under Grant No.30 major head—57.—Miscellaneous, minor head—
I— Contributions, sub-head—(b)—Grant to Local Bodies for general purposes
(total), at page 976 of the Budget, be reduced by Re.l, i.e., the amount of the

whole grant of Rs.75,89,500 do stand reduced by Re.l.

The Hon’ble Srijut MOTIRA‘M BOI.IA: Madflm_, Deputy Speaker,
the Cut Motion does not strictly pertain to this Gra-nt. T'his ferry is a Local
Board ferry. My Friend wants a steam ferry to be introduced by this Govern-
ment between Pandu and Amingaon. But asI said this ferry being a Local
Board ferry is managed and run by the Local Board and all proceeds therefrom
go to the Local Board. [ am given to_undcrstand byltiles Ghairman of this
Local Board who is also a Member of this House that about a year back this
ferry was leased out to a contractor for a period of three years, and ..............,
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Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY : I want the Government to run

a ferry service.

The Hon’ble Srijut MOTIRAM BORA: Iam coming to that. Now,
as I said this Local Board ferry has already been leased out to a private
contractor for three years and only one year has elapsed and two years more
remain, it will not therefore be possible to cpen a steam ferry when that contrac-
tor still holds the lease. But even then, if the Local Board wants to have a steam
ferry, Government will not stand in their way, rather Government will welcome
it. We have not got any request from the Local Board t. this effect. At the
present time the ferry there is run by a mar-boat fitted with an engine and
according to reports received, this is working smoothly.

If, however, the Local Board wants to have a stearu ferry and approach
Government for help, Government will certainly give due consideration to it.
Government is keeping an open mind in this regard. Since this ferry is now
leased out to a private contractor who has got another two years to run the
ferry Government do not consider it is time to take up this matter, besides, as
I said we have not received any demand from the Local Board that they want
a steam ferry there,

In view of these ohservations of mine, I would request the hon. Member to
withdraw his Cut Motion.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: I beg leave of the House to
withdraw my Cut Motion.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Has the hon. Member leave of the House to
withdraw his Motion ?

(The Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.)

Then I put the main Motion.

The question is that a sum not exceeding Rs.75,89,500 be granted to
defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year ending
on the 31st March 1952 for the administration of the head ‘57 —Miscellaneous’’.

The Motion was adopted.

GRANT No. 30-A

(57-B.— Capital Outlay on Road Transport Schemes Financed from
Ordinary Revenues)

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: Madam, on the recommendation
of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg to move that a sum not exceed-
ing Rs. 10,57,500 be granted to defray the charges which will come in course
of payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1952, for the administra-
tion of the head *57-B—QCapital Outlay on Road Transport Schemes financed
from Ordinary Revenues”. -

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Motion moved is; that a sum not exceeding
Rs. 10,57,500 be granted to defray the charges which will come in the course of
payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1952, for the administration
of the head ¢“57-B—Capital Outlay on Road Transport Schemes financed from
Ordinary Revenues’.

There is one Cut Motion standing in the name of the hon. Member Dr,
Emran Husain Chaudhury. The hon. Member may move his Motion.

/
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Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN OHAUDiiURYo A Doty S

Sl % X e {) t b 2 > o0y
to move that the total provision of Rs.10.57.500 undcrpG13':111?(:JL‘\I:(;I’?}]flx)E
major head—-57B—Capital Outlay on Road Transport Schemes gy
Ordinary Revenues, at page 288 of the Budget, be reduced by Re. 1, i. e., the
a{)r}ountfofhghe\;v}:ple grant of 1;\13. 10,57,500 do stand reduced by Re. 1 “The
object of this Motion is to urge the need of lowering t EEELSEYY Dot
Transport buses. ing the passenger faresin State

Madam, in view qf the difficulties being experienced by the masses owing
to the rise in prices of different commodities of our food stuffs, etc., I feel that the
need has arisen to lower the passenger fares of these buses plying in the different
routes of our State. '

Since Government took over the I'ransport in Assam, specially when Govern-
ment took over the transport between Gauhati and Shillong, we found that the
fare between these two places has been raised to a great extent. I can cite the
instance of the third class passenger fare: where it was previously Rs 2/4 for one
trip either way, soon after it was nationalised the fare was increased to Rs.3.
There has also been a proportionate increase in the fares of the other classes.
I find there is no justification in raising the fare of these buses in view of the
economic difficulties experienced by our people ; at least there was no justifica-
tion to raise it so high. -

I therefore request the Government to revise their decision by reducing the
fares of the bus services, specially between Shillong and Gauhati consistent with the
provision of our own Constitution. I hope Government would give due considera-
tion to this humble proposal of mine. I further hope, Madam, that I shall not
be called upon to withdraw the Cut Motion, as I have been asked hitherto, unless
I have got an assurance from my Friends sitting in the Treasury Benches that
they are all for the poor, for the common man, for the man in the strect, that
they do not mean any hardship to anybody. Until T have got that assurance
from them I shall have to go back. from here disappointed. Itis not my cry
alone and my cry for the poor marn 15, I hope, not a cry in the wilderness. I want
all the hon. Members, either on this side or that side or in the middle, to join

me in this humble prayer to the Assam Government for a reduction of bus fares.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Cut Motion moved is that the total provision of
Rs.10,57,500 under Grant No.30-A, major head—57-B.—Capital Outlay on
Road Transport Schemes ﬁr}anced from Ordinary Revenues, at page 288 of the
Budget, be reduced by Re 1, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs. 10,57,530
do stand reduced by Re. 1.

Maulavi Md. MAKSED ALI: Madam, it is really regrettable that Govern-
ment have decided to increase the fares of the buses that are owned by the State
Though there i_s hardsmp in the .country we have not yet seen the private bu;.
| owners increasing the far'cs of the}r buses and yet _how Government has decided to
sncrease the same of their buses in the state of crisis when there is poverty, when
people are half-fed and when they are not getting their cloth, Therefore there
cannot be any justification for the Government to increase the fares of the State
puses. 1 hope Government wou}d see that fares for the buses owned by them are
reduced, as they cannot view things in the same way as the business people do.
Wwith these few words, Madam, I support the Motion moved by our Leader.
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Shri DHARANIDHAR BASUMATARI: i5dta Soitarm aczivg, otes
Baatdl srbzA (1Al TledkE Ak FE€7 qulid Iiftg 9IF Si3 Aitamm o
fafifs Ttz gawEd Ffas ofe 18 g=9 Qe 702 iaf=tE | Sries Siartsats
Public # fafifs Hardship 3 4 Stas sfarg, State Transport stF gaisy
“qi5°° vifesa A7 @=7 Ff=ca 12 Public ¥ Hardships 341 cstdts aarw
wia A A2 TiF wfeats sipl 3 #f¥r @t | A% Bied GHRAIStT d@w @fs
althcd wzlhimla <cdl, f[@edsts s9qidt Isn qwi2fw Private owner 3 bus
Service cifr @z catm FTEice State Transport T A1y Wi 919 fJ5is 1% 5ifcss
=fFa gzfFy) Fas SoAafs &7 ot a, w9 atg 5ifers D TF7 513 o &,
w0 a7 5155 8o T & Overload zz wiiw State transport 3 Service © limi-
ted Seats @itz 2717 Comfort 9717y 315 bifesecs @6 | 977177 57Sss, comfort
(B catATeE FY1, TSlEE q 129 (@pitdAls BNz faitz cateatal w7 i sicaleiz
WS S ¢ ¢7 cna aifw Discomfort 72 @ft 1| @rafs Ttz staws 71317 wex
73 @eltm oz Tta 1 “hf3cA 33 (TR Feacs IF IfF M3 AT Sitacs Beitn 5w
791 Bfsw | wirg® State Transport = fAth ‘Fald’ G128 9t &5 afew
At | afF siwad oS SediaE Fhlr wa, ditfEes s grete  foraz
tats coragca, ezl —asits, TMts—atazis Wit 5ifes atgafkals oI a8re
AlSTShe Sratal qim olifesq AR [Rais A TRt 539N 79 =t 35
AT T A (Fld TR ST | (A2 TR6F, «F 4IRS TieR chte Bt
“otafae  Trefpel’’ @At alzea we IfF T3 (vfEate @R @7 Ataitm | =ew
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Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: I am not speaking against na-

tonalisation. I am all for it. What I opposed was the increase in the fare from
Rs.2-4-0 to Rs.3.

The Hon’ble Srijut RAM NATH DAS: Iam afraid, my hon. Friend has
not understood why we have increased the fare and perhaps he is not aware of the
fact that we have not increased the fare of those buses which are plying from Gau-
hati to Dibrugarh. Only we have increased the tare from Gauhati to Shillong
and I have explained the reasons for which we have increased this.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: Am I to understand that the
earning of the people has risen proportionately ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RAM NATH DAS: My hon. Friend ought to know

that to run a concern if the running expenditure is high and if it is run efficiently
then the expenditure is to be met from its receipt.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY : I have not at all been satisfied by
the arguments advanced. 1 want to put my Motion to the vote and I want the
hon. Members to support the case.

(After a pause.)

However, with a very heavy heart, I beg leave of some of the very fastidious
Members to withdraw my Cut Motion.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Has the hon: Member the leave of the House
to withdraw his Cut Motion ? :

(The Cut Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.)

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : I put the main demand.

The question is _that a sum not exceeding Rs.10,57,500 be granted to defray
the charges which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on
the 31st March 1952 for the administration of the head ¢ 57B.—Capital Outlay
on Road Transport Schemes financed from Ordinary Revenues .

The Motion was adopted.

GRANT No.18
(39—PunLic HEALTH).

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J.- M. NICHOLS-ROY: On the recommendation
of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Madam, to move that a sum not
exceeding Rs.29,46,400 be granted to defray the charges which will come in course
of payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1952 for the administration
of the head ¢ 39.—Public Health . :

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Motion moved is that a sum not exceeding
Rs.29,46,400 be granted to defray the charges which will come in course of pay-

ment during the year ending on the 31st March 1952 for the administration “of
the head ¢ 39—Public Health ”.

3 There is one Cut Motion standing in the name of Dr. Emran Husain Chau-
hury.
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Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY - Madam, I beg to move that the
total provision of Rs.29,46,400 under Grant No.18, Major head—39.—Public
Health, at page 153 of the Budget, be reduced by Re.l, i.e., the amount of the
whole grant of Rs.29,46,400 do stand reduced by Re.1.

To raise a general discussion. That is the object, Madam, of bringing up
my Cut Motion.

In view of very shor! time at our disposal, I should like to remind the
Government of what I have said in the last Budget Session, namely, the amalga-
mation of the two Departments—Medical and Public Health, which has not been
done ard which has cost so much money to the Exchequer.

On account of failure to do th.is in spite of my repeated request this has cost
Government much money. That is why I have brought this Cut Motion. I djd
it in the previous Budget Sessions also.

Secondly, I should like to draw the attention of the hon. Members of the
House that adulteration of foodstuffs namely, mustard oil, milk, ghee, pgur is going
on before the eyes of the exccutive. Not much attention appears to have been

paid to this.

My third point is as important as the other two, namely, the very bad
manner in which the Public Health Department has been run by officers. There
have been a number of designations of doctors of the Public Health Department.
One of these doctors with whom my Friend Hon’ble Mr. Ramnath Das might be
familiar, Mr. Fazul Haque of TOk!aimukh recently sent his resignation. Stating
the reasons of his resignation he said, ““ This Department is the worst Department
ever created in any part of the world.”” That is a reflection on the head of the
Department. There are so many doctors, who have not yet been confirmed.
The travelling allowances 9f these doctors and the pays of the subordinates, such
as Chaukidars, are not paid regﬁllarly‘ on account (_)f t'.hc incompetent way in
which it is being run. I have t ought it proper to bring in this Cut Motion to
draw the attention of the G?"}f”’mcr{Ld I hope, the Government will see their
way to consider the matter I have raised through the Motion.

¢ pay scale of the Doctors in the Public Health Department enough
o éiio;a;g bﬁtiqoug'h e }.]as not been paid. They are not allow%d
i ractice, which 15 allowed to the doctors of the Medical Department.
B hawe been many resignations so far as  the Public Health Depastment. is
Thir:rned. Fhops Horilble Medical Minister will see to the difficulties I
ﬁz‘:fc referred to in 7Y speech.

KER: Cut Mot i isi
pUTY SPEA -iotion moved is that the total provision
£ Rs.29 46,400 und%r Gréllglegéligs Major %llead—-39.-—~l)ub1ic Health, at Ilzage 153
(o) a7y educe «ts 6., the am t f tl g i
o e be areel RNy o e oo e i

S.a7, ¥

Ap LIRAM DAS: Madam, Deputy Speaker, I want to d the
S?":]u;flife Hon’ble Minister to one particular matter, fis
attentio
5 for want of proper accommodati Ie
hati town / modation, lepers—a large number

In G”ﬁ‘ave been found begg}:}r}g‘alms and they have been seen drawigng waters
of them— > blic water 1aps. 'Ih is is clar}gerous to the public health, So, I would
from tilfi I; on’ble Minister that sufficient money is allotted for making accom-
reques lepers.
mgdation for :g‘ivofdsj I resume my seat,

with the
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Srijut BIMALA PROSAD CHALIHA : Madam, Deputy Speaker, I would
like to draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister in-charge of Public Health
Department to the fact that the treatment that has now been given for Kala azar
in the Simaluguri area, it is reported is not curing Kala-azar and there has been
representation from the people to the Government and the Public Health Depart-
ment in this connection. We will be very happy to hear from the Hon’ble Minis-
ter what he intends to do and what steps have since been taken in this connection.

Shri DHARANIDHAR BASUMATARI : qiata Settar=l szt 12 [{ets
A mta swdn FfAaca 57 i@ 1L, AE wEmd (1R {7 JieEiv o IfEe
B | cta TeTd F4T (@l 7E, @ @, 9 Medical Department @
155 5155 Subsidiary Dispensary 4ffitg | %t 2aty AT TT9A1 TASIS
wems Acatgn wpc 3@ 1 (Voice—lt is not relevant here.) I do
not know, whether it is relevant or not but I like to discuss on it.
i zew, @3 gEAfEFs 7 7@ Subsidiary Dispensary @l =8, Ciz-
fatere) wFia gTece B AT o | = fres ity ¥ ereRears fafics
59 800 F LOO (Z @ BF 153 F41 tztm | e GifEiE Svg A7 BN
4f% tzry (@ 12T B “qAilfs WltTe @b aFgws’ ftmezl Fifvn 92 &Sty
T et Adad erdsd wfwss Bifv gty FfEeEl a9, (SATS FeE s
i wfm, B w2 (7 S EAE AR g A e WIT @NE T =4 o
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Q3B ATzA GrEA-IEAI P AT cAlAtT S, AT fFAfms oy
statele 7% wFica bt At A FTalcT (@ AT TJem-afccats 43¢ Fate sawing
e fsieatz Efficient 28, $ltal 94y 727, 12 AWI SIF 78 B goe
3fa A7 et

ata el geialF! AL 0T eltm, THMT (T FIAE G | BER, ety
atfir 519w fFats Civil Hospital @itg, stq sraziq @9 cafem  Missionar
Hospital faafsa 97! facetal atm, sstesen Civil Hospital 3 7333t 9 oy
o3 w4 =csl | Missionary Hospital feelz= Bed wifra T ~Af3sifes wiie
@45 Clivil Hospital [&EIFS = gt | (Interruption—23ts Treats
ment ‘¢ slees 7z1) ©iF g4fa Reea Hospital © @t @ Ward 5 qq;m:
Tuberculosis 3 Barrack 8 itz | 9% (T, \e5A-e5RCT 4TIT FEw Infe ~
tion czlats ta ACdz @ity | @2fRET 53T TP R 512 AT ot amc"
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The Hou’ble Rev. J. J. M. Nickols-Roy: Madam, Deputy Speaker,

I am a little bit inconvenienced on account of the fact that the object for moving
this Motion is to raise a general discussion. General discussion includes every-
thing that is within a Dcp_artl_‘ncnt_. If the hon. Member had indicated as
to what points he wants to raise in this discussion, I would have been prepared
with facts and figures to give him the reply. Now I will have to give a general
reply. Therefore I would not be able to produce facts and figures regarding the
oints raised by him. If he wants facts and figures, I c2n give him these things
outside this House. As regards the general discussion, I want 10 touch the
points raised by him. One is that the Public Health Department should be
amalgamatcd with the Medical Department. = This question, Madam, engagcd
the attention of the Government not only once or twice, but several times.
The Public Health Advisory Committee discussed this matter and it was decided
that now is not the time to amalgamate the Public Health Department with the
Medical Department. The Government took a lot of pain and considered the
uestion in 2 Cabinet meeting _antl it was considered that now is not the time to
q Jeamate this Department with the Medical Department for various reasons,
amagfthem is that it will not be possible for one Head to attend to the
one Ol staff in the Public Health Department, in addition to his duty as Head
mcreaSIRf dical Department and, therefore, it is necessary that there should be a
of the ;—Iead of Public Health Department. The Public Heaith Department
sepalaLe have to run all over the State and to deal with epidemic diseases and
Officers 11‘:‘ wind of diseases like malaria which is also prevalent almost in all
o ;16 Statc. One head for both the Public Health and Medical Depart-

parts efistnc ot be able to dojustice to both. It was found therefore impractic-
a]gamate these two Departments at the present time. Government

able to am aaxious to see that there should be reduction in the expenditure of
also is Vvery ¢ reduction of expenditure is not the only object of the Government.
the State, b‘i‘).c ct is how the Department could be run efficiently so that it might
The main © ‘ltrcatment to those people who are in neel of it. These are some

ive efﬁCieni Madam, why we felt that it was not time to amalgamate the Public
of the r%s(;‘;r’tﬁlcnt with the Medical Department.
Health D¢

oint that has been raised by my hon. Friend is that the doctors
: II)-Icalth Department are badly paid and that it is considered that
Department in this respect. He also said that that is one of the
the doctors do not like to serve in this Department, For the
reasons of the House, I may tell that Government can pay the doctors
infofmat-lorihis Department according to the cadre that has been fixed by them.
enting service in this Department the applicants must have known
Before acc 5311‘5 is and what their scale of pay is. Surely they did not blindly
what 8¢ 5 service. It is true that the doctors.servmg in the Public Health
accept his re not allowed to do private practice, asit was considered that
Departt enﬁect their public duty dealing with epidemics and disturb them from
this will 2 aces where there dls cholera or small-pox or any kind of epidemic.
going to };1 27 reason aq\ranci by the Public Health authorities, I myself
This is of allowing them fo do private practice, but when I considered
S s convinced that the Doctors of the Public Health Depart-
in the I?ru?fi not be allowed to do private practice at the present time,
ment St o

EMR AN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: Then why not give them more
Dr.

pay

Jy
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The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: As I have stated above
Government have fixed a cadre and we are also bound by the decision of the Pay
Coommittee in the matter of fixing the pay scale of the doctors serving in the
Public Health Department.  Although there is clamour for increment in pay, it
is not practicable to raise their pay at the present time.

Then Madam, there was another point that has been raised. That is the
adulteration of frod stuff. Madam, I am also very sorry that there is
adulteration of foodstuff in Assam. The Assam Pure Food Act, 1932 was revised
and came in force on 15th November 1949 with a view to check the adulteration in
food stuff. It is the local bodies who have to detect such adulteration and
the police also have their part according to the Act. As the Act gives power to
Municipalities and Local Boards, there are difficulties to put this Act into effect.
For furthering the cause of public health, the Public Health Act for Assam has
been drafted by a senior Public Health Officer and it is now under the
consideration of the Government. We are also still considering how the Pure
Food Act could be made effective. I think, these are all the points that have
been raised by my hon. Friend Dr. Emran Husain Chaudhury.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: They get their pay irregularly
and in the case of travelling allowance also they do not get it for years together.

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : That is not the fault of the
department. There might be certain officers who do not get travelling allowance
in time; there might be some irregularity some where. If the hon, Member points
out to me any such officer who has not got his travelling allowance for two or
three years, I shall be glad to look into the matter. I hope the hon. Member

is now satisfied.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY : Not quite.

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Itis not possible to satisfy
him cent. per cent.

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: 36 per cent ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J- J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : I am glad that the hon,
Members have mentioned certain points which have to be looked into by
Government. Shri Beliram Das has said that there are lepers who are moving
About" in thewtownof Gauhati and there is no accommodation in the Leper
Asylum there. I shall be very glad if we get money to increase the accommoda-
tion in. Gauhati Leper Asylum. But Government do not have a perennial
spring that produces moncey all the time. We are limited in finance and there-
fore whatever is possible for us to do we are doing. We are limited by
circumstances. There is no doubt that the whole State would be glad if we
could build a big leper asylum or leper asylums where all lepers of Assam would
be accommodated and treated. But omn account of our limited finance we have
to face all these inconveniences. But we shall do what we can. If we get
some more money that will be forthcoming somehow, we shall increase tghe

accommodation,
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In regard to what Mr. Bimalaprosad Chaliha said about the treatment of
Kala-azar paiients in the Simaluguri Public Health dispensary that the disease
does not respond to the trecatment, I shall look intoit. So far I have not got
any report about that, but when I was in certain place, it might be in the Garo
Hills or in the Public Health dispensary at Simaluguri arca I was told by the
doctor that the treatment by urea-stibamine is not effective in all cases now.
It might be that this wurea-stibmine has deteriorated, but there are other drugs
that have been used for treatment of Kala-azar. So we are not bound to use
urea-stibamine alone. I shall look into this matter and see what can be done
in order to cure the people suffering from this disease. In reality Kala-azar
treatment has been found to be very successful in all over the State of Assam.
Very few deaths we have from Kala-azar.

In regard to Subsidised Dispensary we have already in the State some
dispensaries which are called Subsidised Dispensaries. To these dispensaries Gov-
ernment gives a grant for medicine of Rs.400 and a grant for the doctor is given
by (iovernment per month Rs.80. If we increase that amount it will mean
that we shall have to get larger amount, but the financial condition of the
State does not allow us to give more amount. At the same time we shall be
depriving some other places from getting Subsidised Dispensaries. Therefore
instead of doing that, we should advise the Managing Committees of these
dispensaries to raise money from the public and try to run these dispensaries.
That is the idea of Subsidised Dispensary. It is not a dispensary of the Govern-
ment, it is a dispensary of the people of the locality who form some kind ot board
and try also to get some subscription I'ron} tb:e public. We as Government are
giving them as much as we can as_grant-in-aid. I shall be glad if we get more
money to pay them for the sake of medicine.

Then in regard to T. B. patients. I think we all realise that the
accommodation for T. B. patients should be increased, We have only two
hospitals for T. B. patients, on€ at Jorhat Wlt_h 35 beds and the other at Shillong
with 75 beds. We need more accommodation: there is no doubt about that.

We want better accommodation here in Shillong, Jorhat and in other different -

laces, ' but that is also a problem of finance. It is not because Government is
not desirous of giving treatment to these people and to help them. We are all
anxious to increase acc_:ommodatmﬂ 'fOF T. B. patients. In fact in almost all the
hospitals we are treating T. B. patients although the number is not more than
Sl depe It wedgetamorcimoncy, we.can I?I"O\Fldf:' more accommodation. ‘That is
all, I think, I .need to speak about the pom‘ts raised by the hon, Meml?crs and if
there 1s anything more, I shall Pe glad to give my l”_eply. In view of this I would
request the hon. Member to withdraw his Cut Motion.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : What does the hon. Member propose to do ?

Dr. EMRAN H,USAIN CHAUDHURY: I beg leave of the House to
withdraw my Cut Motion.

(The Cut Motion was, leave of the House, withdrawn,)

The DERUTY SPEAKER: The question isthata sum not exceeding

Rs.29,46,400 be granted to defray the charges which will come in course of pay-

St during the year ending on the 31st March 1952, for the administration of
?ﬁe head ¢39.—Public Health*.

The Motion was adopted.
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GRANT No.17
(38.—Medical)

The Hon’ble Rev. J.j. M. NICHOLS-ROY : On the recommendation of
His Excellency the Governor of Assam, 1 beg, Madam, to move that a sum not
exceeding Rs.51,18,600 be granted to defray the charges which will come in-
course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1952, for the admi-
nistration of the head ““38.—Medical™.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Motion moved is that a sum not exceeding
Rs.51,18,600 be granted to defray the charges which will come in course of
payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1952, for the administration of

the head ¢38.— Medical”.

There is one Cut Motion standing in the name of Dr. Emran Husain Chau-
dhury. '

Dr. EMRAN HUSAIN CHAUDHURY: Madam, I beg to move that the
total provision of Rs.51,18,600 under Grant No.17, major head 38.—Medical, at
page 134 of the Budget be reduced by Re.1, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of

Rs.51,18,600 do stand reduced by Re.1.

Madam, I do not propose to raise a general discussion ; I will confine my atten-
tion of the hon. Members to what I said in my Budget speech regarding the de-
teriorating conditions in the Medical College hospital and the Medical College at
Dibrugarh. 1 would draw the attention of the Hon’ble Medical Minister to what
I stated sometime back about certain allegations made by certain people and the
unsatisfactory state of affairs obtaining in those two places referred to by some
hon. Members of Congress Party. I shall be satisfied only with a very brief

statement from the Hon’ble Minister.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Cut Motion moved is that the total provision of
Rs.51,18,600 under Grant No.17, major head 38.—Medical, at page 134 of the
Budget be reduced by Re.1, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.51,18,600 do

stand reduced by Re.l.

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. N.ICHOLS-ROY: Madam, Deputy Speaker, all
know that our Medical College has just been started ; it has not yet been affiliated.
We got the buildings of the American Military people in which we started the
Medical College ; if we had waited for our own buildings we might not have been
able to start the college at all So, the question of removing the complaints in
regard to accommodation, etc., is a matter of time. It is not possible for Govern-
ment to construct all the buildings at once; they have to wait for their turn. We had
first of all provided quarters to professors, assistant professors and so on. It takes
time to construct buildings in these days of transport difficulties, lack of cement
and other kinds of building materials. It is therefore not possible for the Public
Works Department to do things immediately. But we are ‘doing our best to pro-
vide accommodation for everybody. 12

Then, Madam, we wanted to increase the accommodation in the hospital at
Dibrugarh which adjoins the Medical College, but here also it takes time to make
plans and estimates and surmount the various difficulties which are present these
days.
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About the relationship of the professors with the Principal and things like
that, I hope the hon. Members will understand that Government are doing their
best to raise the administration to its proper level. We wanted to have our own
Medical College and we have got it, but you cannot expect this infant institution
to be in perfect condition all at once. We are nevertheless trying to have a satis-
factory kind of administration. Of course there are some people who look only at
the defects of an institution and make a mountain of a mole-hill. Some people only
look at the defects of the college and not look at the good things we have achieved.
Madam, the Inspectors who came to see our College and examined it have all said
that it was really a wonderful achievement for us to have been able to bring this
Medical College in two years’ time to sach a standard as it is now. We have got
very good recommendations and we are making worderful progress. Of course it
is very easy to make sweeping allegations, ¢ g., the professors are staying in palatial
buildings and the sweepers do not get any shed and so on, without looking at the
fact that the administration is trying to provide some kind of accommodation to
everyone. There are some who will get good accommodation first, others will get
after them, and in this way all will bz accommodated. We have to look at these
things from a practical standpoint. We want to run the administration of this
country as practical men. If you look at this from that angle of vision, you will see
that we have done very well. Nothing can be donein a day. Even my hon.
Friend over there did not get his I?h. D. Degree in a day. It took him time to study
and prepare himself for the examination, I would therefore ask him not to get im-
patient. Weare very anxious to get affiliation for our Medical College, and I can
assure him that we will do our best to make our institution a perfect one in course
of time. 1 would therefore request my hon. Friend to withdraw his Motion.

Dr. EMRAN HI-JSAIN CHAUDHURY: 1Ibeg leave of the House to
withdraw my Cut Motion.

(The Cut Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.)

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The question is that a sum not exceedin
Rs.51,18,600 be granted to'dcfray the charges which will come in course of
ag.(ment during the gcar”cndmg on the 31st March, 1952 for the administration of
ic head ¢¢38.— Medical™.
The Motion was adopted.

Adjournment.

The Assembly was then adjourned till 10 A, m. on Thursday, the 22nd March,
1951.

SHILLONG : R.N. BARUA,
The 7th June, 1951. Secy., Legislative Assembly, Assam.

A, G.P.(L.A.) No.17/51—11842—11.6-1951.
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