Proceedings of the Fourth Session of the Assam Legislative Assembly
assembled under the Sovereign Democratic Republican Constitution
of India.

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 10 A.M., on
Tuesday, the 28th August 1951,

PRESENT

The Hon’ble Srijut Lakshesvar Borooah, Speaker in the Chair, the eight
Hon’ble Ministers, the three Deputy Ministers and forty-five Members.

—

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

(To which answers were laid on the table)

Requisitioned grant lands of Tea Estates
Prof. P. M. SARWAN asked: 4 4°

8. (a) Are Government aware that in portions of requisitioned grant lands
of Tea Estates, labourers are already in cultivating occupation ?

(b) Will Government be pleased to state whether cultivating occupants
of requisitioned grant lands of Barpatra Tea Estate and Mathurapur Tea Estate
are being ejected in Sonari Circle, Sibsagar Subdivision ?

(¢) Do Government propose to issue special instraction to the Sub-
divisional Officer to see that occupant-raiyats are not disturbed by the Circle
Sub-Deputy Collectors ? —

Srijut HARESWAR DAS (Deputy Minister) replied :

8. (a)—Government have no information. S5

(b)—Government have no information.  Information is however bein
obtained from the local officers and will be furnished to the hon. Member whef’:
received. ;

(¢)—1It is a matter for the local officer who will decide in consultation with
the Land Settlement Advisory Committee. The necessity of issuing any special
instructions will be examined on receipt of the information called for 1[;1 12
above. = (6)

. Teachers serving under Local Bodies

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR  asked :
9. Are Government aware— S
(a) That most of the teachers serving under Local Bodjes
cally fit for service are compelled to ret
(b) That they do not enjoy any pension after
(¢) That in many instances Government sery :
retirement and sometimes their servicezn;:egeictei]ecizglgloyf d after
(d) That the teachers serving under the Local' Bodiealdon o1 i
advantages ? g y such

: though physi-
ire at the age of gssp? Y
retirement ?
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10. (2) In view of these facts do Government propose to take necessary steps

to get the age-limit of the teachers serving under the Local Bodies extended upto
60 years ? i

(&) If not, why not? -
The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR replied :

9. (a)—The Local Bodies having adopted Fundamental Rule 56, which
applies to State Government ‘employees, retire officers serving under them whc:{
they attain the age of 55 years. Government have no information as to whether
most of them remain physically fit when retired.

(6)—Yes. g

(¢)—No. In some cases it has been done for pulehc. interest.

(d)—They also get the same advantage when public interest demands.
10. (@'—The matter will be car cfully considered.

(b)—Does not arise.

Re refusal of vight from drawing water from public well by the
Scheduled Castes People of village Majirgaon in the Ramsa
Rani Mauza

Srijut BELIRAM DAS asked: » &'

11. (a) Is Government aware that the Caste Hindus of village Majirgaon

in the Ramsa Rani Mauza in the Kamrup District have refused the right of

drawing water from the public well by the Scheduled Castes people of Mayjir-
gaon ? i

(b) Isit a fact that the Scheduled Castes people moved the Chairman,
Local Board, Gauhati to take steps against the Caste Hindus of Majirgaon for
their refusal to draw water from the public well by the Scheduled Castes
people ?

(¢) If so, what step has been taken against the wrong doers ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR replied :

11. (a), (b) and (¢)—Government have no knowledge, but a report has been
called urgently from the Chairman, Local Board, Gauhati,

Maulavi Md. MAKSED AL[: Mr, Speaker, Sir, may I know from the
Hon’ble Minister as to what action wi

) I be taken against the Caste Hindu people
of that locality who have prevented the Scheduled Caste people from drawing
water from the well ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi

ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR : Action will be
taken according to the facts

ascertained from the local authorities, Sir.

Small Town of Palashari

Srijut BELIRAM DAS asked : » ®

12. (a) Is Government aware that due to the erosion of the river Br
a few years back, the Small Town of Palasbari had to extend its Jjuris
shift towards the South ?

ahmaputra
diction and
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(b) Is Government aware that most of the roads of the Small Town of
Palasbari have been washed away by the river and that new roads have got
to be constructed by the Small Town ?
(¢) Is Government aware thac with the meagre income of the Small
Town these roads cannot be properly constructed ?

(d) Do Government propose to give one special grant for the Small
Town for construction of new roads and proper drainage ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR replied :

12. (a)—Yes.
(b)—From an advance copy of a letter submitted to Government by the
Town Committee, it is gathered there has been extensive damage. A fuller
report from the Deputy Clommissioner is awaited and he has been reminded.
(¢)—This may be so.
(¢)—Government will consider this next year if their financial position
permits.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Let us now take up the Resolutions. Reso~
lution No.7 in the name of Mr. J. 8. Hardman.

Resolution r¢: appointment of a Committee with non-official Chairman
to examine the present Procurement policy of Government

Mr. J. S. HARDMAN : M. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that this Assembly
is of opinion that the Governent of Assam do appoint a Committee with a non-

official Chairman to examine the present Procurement policy of Government and -

to advise on the methods to be adopted in future to ensure the maintenance of
supplies for the rationed population.

Sir, even when full allowance has been made for the effect of natural calamj.
ties, carthquake, flood, of the increased population and of the encroachment of
jute cultivation of the paddy areas, we find it extremely difficult to commend
anything which Government have done, as far as the procurement is concerned
Admittedly, after the procurcment had collapsed, Government have shown con:
siderable encrgetic action and have made persistent demands to the Central
Government for increased supply of foodgrains, which could have been avoided
in our opinion, if there had been a more effective and energetic policy at the
outset. Statist.cs are invariably tiresome and often misleadin%. I hope, on th'e
occasion in or ler to avoid any accusation of supplying defective and r’nislead' 7
figures, the figures are taken from Government’s own records. The =
rement of the year 1948-49 amounted to 145 lakh tons of rice : In thpmcu-
1949-50, upto the end of August, procurement had reached a Biste i 1-63 vﬁ? "
tons. For the current year, the Government fixed a procurcmcént target of 22-17£l
lakh tons. Against this, my information is that they have onl Sgccmded >
procuring about less than 50 thousand tonsin thg current year "[Yhis rt:lzmezsentsu;l
figure of less than 20 per cent. From another seg of figures pr.oduced by Govern-
ment we can ascertain the production of rice in Assam. According to the final
forecast of the autumn f‘"d wintﬂl‘brice crops, which incidentally are produced so
late in the year that account can be taken of all the essential factors affecting
production the total crop in Assam amounted to 13 Jakh tons of which 3 lakh tons
represent the autumn harvest, and 10 lakh tons the main rice crop. From the
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census figures compiled as recently as February this year, we learn that the po&)ﬁl-
lation of Assam is 91-29 lakhs. From these figures certain conclusions hrea ric};
cmerge—firstly, that the procurement target represented merely 1/5 of the
produced in Assam,

.

procurement this year has not succeeded in gﬁ_tf(ll?g
even 1/25th of the production of rice in Assam—a mere 4 per cent. Thirdly
i s or deficit, the amount of rice _prOduCCdF s
equivalent to 320 b, per head per year inclusive of women and chlldrggé lbzr
a heavy manual worker the All-India ration of 3% seers is equivalent to i
Per year. — After making allowance for normal percentage of women and chi rPin
it may be concluded that 247 hs, fepresent sufficient to give every pcrsop tan
Assam the All-India ration. We recognise that however that 80 per cent. o b“;
Population of Assam is unrationed, and their appetites cannot be restrained, u
there are limits to the quantity which a rura] population can consume. anlllfl
allowance will have to be made for children and infants who form part of tl 5 7
population. It will be seen that a ration of 12 ogs, per day per capita woub_
give sufficient to supply the whele of the population of Assam and ]eaveh a }f:vc
stantial margin. Allowance of course has to be made for the amounts that S
to be kept for seeds. and for a certain amount of loss and wastage. N? ;YS“:_ =y
i the grain that is available. The in
is not sufficient in rice it is not ‘viex:y
¥ quite small and cannot adequatfﬂ‘;’ texpcglrn
rocurement Department during the cu:rg:ln dcyﬁcit.
us believe, the State of Assam is very heavily e
State is indeed VEry precarious. A celebrated -econcgm(si SO
agricultural countyy which cannot feed itself is indee S
We are left therefore with the conclusion that our }}Jlfcc?en i
NOt so much to physicy] shortages, but to wrong methods, :

“ement policy quite unsuited to the piesentagntistionaryFonds
at the present time,

is clearl
the remarkable failure of the B

If as Government would have
our future in the

observed that an
to destruction.

fortunes are dye
unrealistic procu
tions prevailing

Bcforc examining thiS further _[ WOuId like to make a fﬁV\f ObSCl‘VatIOnS on ‘g]-e
administration of the Procurement Department. In a little more than a Ycarpt- P:
supremely important department hay been held by no less than 4 _Mlmsters.b 111;:;5
of all we had the Hon’ble Shyj Omeo Kumar Das. He was followed Yd}
illustrious Colleague the Hon’ple Shri Motiram Bora. He is then was iollowg‘ )g/
the Hon’ble Shyj Ramnath Das anq finally by our latest recruit to the C1a inet,
Hon’ble Shri Mahendra Mohan Chou hury.( I am confident that if the (Jolzier‘!;l“'
" in the Cabinet that member wou luec

0 dispense with it in the food administ: or:
It is obvious that the Fooq Portfolio is the most unwanted Portfolio. It 12 S ;;nm
od Procurement became a priority number one of tl}lf]c ]
time that the Portfolio was  taken by the Hon
who can by h

Minister, (Hear hear), 18 wide experience and authority make it

more dynamic,

i he
However, I will turn tg 4 meetin ich occurred almost a year ago on t
221d of October 1950, In one of thengt\:s?eg;)?y rooms of this building the Food
Procurement Advisory Board MEtTor Fits ianaual session. Among those who
attended were the Food Minister, Hon’ble Shri Ramnath Das, his immediate
predecessor in office, Hon’ble Shri M

otiram Bora, who was then Finance _Minister.
Hon’ble Sri Chetia was also present. Some hon. Members of this House

including myself and various officials Were also present. The procurement scheme
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of 1951 was placed before this meeting. I am proposing to quote only one pas-
sage from this somewhat extensive literature. Mr. Hardman felt that without
some such provisions of a direct levy, procurement had no chance to succeed .
The Hon’ble Minister, Supply, explained the difficulty in introducing the levy sys-
tem in Assam but added that the question would be considered by the Government.
Could any forceast have ever proved more corrcct ?  Could clearer warnings have
ever fallen on deafer ears 7 We have been paying and paying heavily for the
pathetic belief that a patched up system which had failed in the previous year
would withstand the stress of 1951.

P

When I told the Procurement Advisory Committee in 1950 that voluntary
procurement was doomed to failure, that failure was obvious to a very large
section of the population in Assam. The cultivator and the middieman knew
full well that Government procurement on a voluntary basis would not succeed
and they made their arrangements accordingly and have reaped a very hand-
some financial profit for their foresight, for which rest of the public of Assam are
now being called upon to pay.

Government suggested that if a voluntary system failed they would resort to
requisitioning and that they had very great powers to compel the cultivators or
hoarders (o surrender foodgrains. When it became evident that the voluntary
system was not being successful, the Government made a further blunder in
raising the selling price of rice. This convinced the cultivators that price control
was collapsing and either further price increase or total collapse was imminent.
In the early part of the year no systemalic altempt was made to requisition
stocks. I understand that much later in the year the Cabinet considered on
several occasions the question of requisition. There was complete agreement
amongst the members of the Cabinet Ministers on the question of principle of
requisitioning, but nv Cabinet Minister was found to agree to any particular
area being marked for requisition.

The Hon’ble Srijut BISHNURAM MEDHI: Itis absolutely incorrect,

Mr. J. S. HARDMAN : By this time, however, it was much too late in
the vear for a successful requisitioning policy, and procurement moved on rapidly

to its complete collapse in the month of April.

The question of encroachment by jute cultivation on the paddy areas is
important as it 18 being cited as the cause for Pprocurement failure. I have it on
good authority that the total increase in the jute area is 1 lakh acres. If this
was entirely encroachment on the existing paddy areas, it would result in
approximately a loss of 30,00,_0 tons of rice. \_-Ve have already received from the
Central Government over 50,000 tons of rice this year and it is expected that
by the end of the year 100,000 tons of rice will be available from the Centre
Again, the quantity of 30,000 tons is relatively a very insignificant figure against
a total production of 13 lakh tons, in Assam. This was however a matter ‘?Vhi(;h
engaged the attention of the Procurement Advisory Committee which b
Resolution asked the Government to take appropriate steps to stop ,encroa h A
in the interest of the production of foodgrains. The member Cr mﬁnt
Committee are still quite unaware what action, if any, Governme TR oM
( ] i ) ent have taken
in regard to this matter. With the very heavy expenditure which the G
ment have incurred and are still incurring on the Grov ~More-F 8 AN LT
-al to expect that from this heavy ex : e-Food Campaign,
it is natural to exp 1eavy expenditure production would t
some extent off-set the loss of 30,000 tons which has occurred pf th ¢ T
of jute cultivation. We have had little reliable information (r)orrih : eispar;‘s?ln
Grow-More-F_OOd Campaign and there is a persistent Impression rt]haterxl;zlsty‘ytf)fo thtesz
results are mainly confined to paper and have not augmented the food supplies
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of the State as originally estimated. One of the complaints of this Group 1;1 lhg
past has been that the Procurement Advisory Committee is studiously nec;g c;:'tc :
the moment the pracurement programme appears to go wrong. One woul dVl(;
thought, that when Government are aware that their procurement prugrammd
s going wrong they would endeavour to consult those whom they had selecte
to advise them in the matter of procurement. It is summoned merely to Cﬁn;
sider the precurement programme for the coming year-.and no matter wha
happens during the course of the year, Government take every precaution to
avold summoning this Committee. For this reason we feel that it would be ﬂ
great advantage for g Committee to he appointed with a (‘Zha}rman who wi
dispassionately examine policies of procurement and the working of the Depart-
ment in the light of methods which have been adopted elsewhere. If we area
deficit province we should begin to take leaves out of the books of other States.
West Bengal is a deficit Province and has succeeded to some extent in its' procure-
ment. There are many other instances which I can quote, but I feel that it is desir-
able that this Committee should meet and the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of Food
Department wouid be given full facilities to state his point of view. It is most
desirable that we should have a non-official Chairman, and there should be no
objection to that. We have no wish to embarrass Government in any way. We
i t procurement should be made a success. We _fce} thlat
every effort should be made by members of the Government not to .]U.‘S.tlf}’ the
present failure but to see that in the coming year at least procurcment is made
a success.  We do not think thzt a non-official Committee nced embarrass
Sovernment.  However, T admittedly avoided any attempt to specify the
composition of ths Committee, Various names of the members of this House'
SPring t0 my mind q persons who would be well-qualified to hold the post of
airman of this Committee or to be members. We have many members who
Elz}ve, I know, seriously deveted themselves to studying questions of procurement.
.['lmc unfortunately does not permit of my discussing in greater detail the
interna] workings of the Procurement Department, but I need hardly assure the
Members of this House that there is a great deal lacking. I do not wish to
Criticise any particy|ar officer or staff, We recognise that it is often a difficult
and onerous duty, by we have no doubt that the department certainly requires
strengthenmg with the deputation of experienced and permaneant OfﬁCCE‘S. This
recommendation haq been made by the Procurement Advizory Committee, but
Dﬁp::fmsgfliln nflux of experienced officers in the Procurement

SRS S -opo i :ommend my Resolution to
e PG t%c %Se 5 Sa%\323’1{3Tcgpg:t]r::ﬁal.)tu‘-tv‘cIu(;isll Lo assist 1yGovemmcnt 5
the past shoylg {)o Goucise them for their failures in the past. We prcficrttha;
should ensure th o that we should look to the future and tha ng
areas of A a0 the yearg 0 come there will be no shortage in the ration
e that Procurement godowns will be full and over-flowing.

The Hon’hle the SPEAKE

““This ASS_‘,emb]y 15 of opinign that the Government of Assam do appoint a
Gnl.nmlttee with a non-official Chairman to examine the present Procurement
policy of GOV?I‘nment and to advise on the methods to be adopted in future to
ensure the maintenance of supplies for the rationed population”.

The Hon’ble Srijut MAHENDRAMOHAN CHOUDHURY : M.

Speaker, Sir, the Res,'olution that has been moved by my Friend, Mr. Hardman,
relates to the appointment

Ol a Committee with a non-official Chairman to
examine the present procurerm

—

R : Resolution moved :

Nt policy of Government and to advise on the.

~4
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methods to be adopted in future to ecnsure the maintenance of supplies for the
rationed population. But in the course of his half an hour oration I failed to
account how with the appointment of a Committee with a non-official Chairman,
all the difficulties now we are facing regarding procure ment and distribution of
foodgrains in our State will be solved. He has stated many things and quoted
many figures, but I like to state that as this House will get an opportunity to
discuss the entire food position on the Motion tabled by Dr. E. H. Chaudhury
which is coming before the House on the 30th, when I propose to make a
detailed statement including procurement and import of foodgrains from out-
side Assam, I do not like to takc all of them today. I would only want to
reply to Mr. Hardman the relevant points he has raised regarding the failure
of the Procurement Department and the loss the tea industry ‘has sustained in
buying foodgrains from outside Assam.

Mr. Hardman at the outset complained that the Portfolio of Supply and
Food has been changing hands frequently and within the course of a very short
period there have been several changes in the Supply Portfolio. (Dr. E. H Chau-
dhury: Isthere going to be further change ?) I think there is no fear of
further change because the time is too short for a change n.w. But I think it is
known to the hon. Members that though the Portfolio is changing hands so
frequently, yet to maintain the continuity in the policy a Cabinet Sub-Com-
mittee is there with the Hon’ble Chief Minister, Hon. Finance Minister, Hon.
Food Minister and myself. Whatever policy is to be adopted, first of all it is
decided in that Cabinet Sub-Committee and no Minister, whoever he may be, is
given a free hand to work in running this Portfolio as we know the difficulties and
also we know the responsibilities of running successfully this department. There-
fore for the good of the people we have a Cabinet Sub-Committee where we
decide the main policies regarding procurement and only details are worked
out and carried out by the Minister-in-charge and by the department.
Mr. Hardman has said that if the department had worked effectively and
energetically much of the difficultics now we are facing in Assam would not have
been there. I am surprised from what basis he has made this statement. He
has known it very well that this department is doing their best to procure paddy
whatever they can from different parts of the province, but in spite of their
efforts, as there is no stock of foodgrain left to the cultivators, they have not
been able to procure adequate quantity ; and on that score if the Government
is condemned, I have nothing to say. He has said that the Minister has no
definite policy, that the Cabinet has no definite policy as to where mass
procurement should be held or successful procurement should be conducted
But for the information of the House as well as for the information o.f
Mr. Hardman I can say that the present procurement policy is that we have c
doned the surplus areas from the deficit ones. From the cordoned areas we O?F
trying our utmost to procure whatever food we can for the deficit areas. We 7
also trying our best to supply the requirement of the people in the deﬁ(;it ‘kare
by establishing cheap grain shops. In his long speech Mr. Hardman llasgolto e::s
their forgotten the lot of the agriculturists, the lot of the producers of fOOdgraigns.

- He has only looked to the interest of the Industry. The Industry, as we all kno
3 W,

has for the last few years earned crores as profit. If e
small fraction of it, ¥ believe Mr. Hardman1 should IItlotthe iignzr§t0f ;_}Ilathproﬁt ¥
that he has spent about 60 lakhs of rupees to bring foodgto igeeéll th ? baS i
his Industry. But he has intelligently evaded to mention about th 3 a gu;}ers &
earned by feeding the labourers by paying 60 lakhs of r;a ees as geipﬁ tF elilz'ls
food. Mr. Hardman has earned a good deal of profit in 5})]3 Industrg ]b il
a fraction only of that profit for the amelioration of the condition of tlzj l;l;' —
who have carned the profit for him. He has also stated that no attegl t (())Ertr.;s
part of the Government was made to requisition the surplus stocks which l:;re ]yinf
o
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a3 a 1 e
in the hands of the cultivators. But he should know that in many places in th

Goalpara, Kamrup, Darrang and Nowgqng' Districts and also in thp_S;fél?;
District—which are said to be surplus Dlstrxct_s.w—we resorted to mass sei e
the great displeasure of the cultivators. Cultivators and prod.uc.crs] ;?‘)CCB.USC
places have complained to us that they have 1)661_1 t.reated as cnmmz} it
they have grown more paddy. But they have done it in the interest o

G 1 at
and inthe interest of the Industry. Even then Mr. Hardman is saying th
Government is not takin

g effective steps to requisition the surplus S§0_Ck5 th:taa;é“
lying in the hands of the producers., We here represent the cu u};rato‘ic s
the peasants and our primary duty is to see firstly to their interest, but w eifi i
that the country is deficit of food~rains, we have, even at the cost ol our -
interest, taken resort tq mass seizure. As I know how painful it is i
ICSOrt to mass seizure. Al] the Same we are doing our utmost to feed the Peoriiot
who are running short of food. 1f 90 per cent of the producers of food afyc he
getting food, wherefrom the Procurement Department can procure food for s
Industry and for the rationed areas ? I only request Mr. Hardman t% pacllled
for a while to give me a suitable reply on this issue. Every day we a_rf Ooand
with telegrams and Tépresentations from  different quarters including vil a%es s
towns stating that people thereof are going without food and they a;e Sélar[;:’ang
and that the price of food js soaring Lkigh. From YLy, AUATier comesit el ew can
for food and’ cheap grain shops. If that be the position in the country o s in
I Hardman condemn the Procurement Department. If the o ‘I";;l;l to
plenty with foodgrains and if the Procurement Department was nmda lfcre
Procure paddy to feed the Industry or to feed the rationed areas then and t XS
only he should have foung fault with the Procurement Department., ]_3ut 35S d
Present moment if the Procurement Department or the Government is aCCUZC
of not being able (o procure paddy, I think itis not fair. Mr. Hardman has
declared that there has been complete collapse of the Procurement Dcpartme?\t.
do not hold e Dric kI T o o Prarurement Department. If t et
SOURLY was in surplus of food and the Precurement Department was no
able to procure the surplus food Mr, Hardman would have been justified for h}:
remark, Ag | ave already stated the country is not a surplus and is a defici
one, and 90 per cent of the producers of fond are going without food and ];]3.:
this moment if Mr, ardman condemns the Procurement Department or the
GOVGrnm‘ent I haye nothing to gay, .
In his Resolution My, Hardman recommended that Government O{dAfl’as-agf]:
“ppoint a Committec With a non official Chairman. If he cou ; a
0 me that ment of such a Committe Assam would have been a
[ plenty. 4 : : e 7 But he has failed to
. Plenty, dye Consideration ¢oylq have been given. :
Prove 1t in hig Speech . ractically ki there is a Procurement Advisory
oMutlce twith fore represent t'c Y _speaking, there I Congress Committee and
one from the (7 ative from the P LOvINaS ; ntatives of the
: . "8T€SS  Parliamentapy Committee, two represe s .
Indian Te, Association includinqeﬁ: r}Hac:‘;l : n, who represents other mdusmesf
S0, one rePresentatiVe q : - _ma Dty one re resentativq o
the Assam Rjce ssociati(?:1 ;23 ﬁe‘a Kmfﬂmtmsl ‘gssﬁ;ﬁt&?n’ﬂlese 7li~epresentat1}’es
constitute the Progypepaac s 20d Mr, Ke el [ ar there is a meeting
: . ment Adyisoy Committee and every yea : : d
of this Committee Wherein e P Y : f Assam is dctermined an
on their recommendati(m Eht ‘TOCuremept policy V?,ith the concu:rence of_ the
Government of India gy ; 5 th:;:’meﬁt OfMASSa?‘.dman says that this Committee
meets onl_y OnICe & year ang they af: 111((:))? i ;- osition to discuss the situation arig-
ing from time to time. Iam Prepared tq havelt)he Committee met more frequently
if Mr. Hardman thinks that its frequent meeting will improve the position. He has
stated in his Resolution that the Committee should be presided o _by Geaoms
official Chairman. At pPresent the Commjttee i presided over by the Chief Minister

and in his absence it is presideq over by the Supply Minister. This is helpful for

%
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the Clommittee because the Chief Minister ora Minister would be able to main-
tain proper liaison between the Government and the other parties. If the Chief
Minister or the Supply Minister is the Chairman of this Committee, I believe the
decisions of the Committee become more effective than having a non-official person
as the Chairman. For the interest of the Procurement Department and the
Industry, I think this Commitiee should be presided over by the Chief Minister
or in his absence by the Supply Minister.

Regarding another point that the Procurement Department is manned by
temporary personnel—I like to say thatitis not so. Most of the persons at the
top are permanent officials. The Department itself is temporary because this
system of procurement cannot continue for all time to come. We believe
some day or other this procurement business will come to an end. If you
appoint all permanent hands where these will go when the Department is
abolished ? Therefore some men have been drafted fromm some other Depart-
ments. Men of ability, men of intelligence and integrity are drafted from other
Departments so that they can carry on this onerous task fairly well,

Sir, I do not like to go into more detailed statement on this subject and
with these words I request Mr. Hardman to withdraw his Resolution and also
to give Government all facilities and co-operation so that we can pass over
the hard days that lie ahead.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : What Mr. Hardman has got to say ?

Mr. J. S. HARDMAN :—I want to speak in reply, Sir, and I do not wish
to withdraw my Resolution at this stage.

Dr. E. H. CHAUDHURY : Mr. Speaker, Sir, on behalf of this Party I
take this opportunity to wholeheartedly support the Resolution which has just
been brought in by my esteemed Friend, Mr. Hardman. I have listened to the
arguments which he has advanced in the course of his speech and also I have
listened to the reply that hasjust been given by another esteemed Friend of mine
Mr. Choudhury, who is holding this onerous but nevertheless very importané
Portfolio, namely Food Supply in the Zrovince.

Although Mr. Choudhury, did not like to go into greater details as respects
the policy which the Government have been pursuing in order to give enough
food to the people because of the Motion to be brought out by me on the 30th
of August, yet 1 find some lacuna in his statement. Mr. Hardman in the
course of his speech referred to the fact that enough land otherwise fit for
cultivation of paddy has been brought under jute crop thereby leading to the
decrease in the production of paddy in the Province at the time when the entire
country is facing famine conditions so cloquently admitted by Government in th
very recent past. Jute crop isa cash crop and you can earn dollars by it. b e
we do not eat dollars ; we want food : we have to depend upon foudi 3 ut
increase in the production of paddy has become all the more urgent ; nd an
the scarcity of foodstuffs throughout the length and breadth gof thn b
Therefore, Sir, Government will be well advised not tg think of ¢ country.
with jute and thereby earning some money which does not iveexpe]r:ifmentmg
convert as far as possible all jute lands into paddy growing a§eas :cf tlh itbrlxllto:-g

rice and paddy can be grown there and the requirem .
Province better met, q ents of the people in the

Mr. Choudhury has pleaded hel
grains for the people of the Province
He said that\90 per cent of the produ
has been receiving reports frorm.. every

plessness in the matter of i

: procuring food-
to which he has the privilege to belong.
1cers are themselves going hungry. He
nook and corner of the Province, from
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different sources and quarters that the growers are going hungry, that more food
should be given to them and yet when we draw the attention of Government to
certain activities of smugglers, Government remain silent. The Procurement
Department is there not

only to procure paddy and rice for people but also to

see that there be no smuggling in so far as this important commodity is concerned.
In order to procure more foo

dgrains he has been pleased to cordon off certain
areas so that rice and paddy should not be moved from one place to another.
Thereby he has given every chance to certain people interested in making profits
out of the rise in the price of the essential commodities like foodstuffs, Last time
when we requested Government to give up the idea of cordoning off areas because
if rice or paddy is bought cheap in certain areas, in some other areas the price
is very very high with the result that the people in the Province have to face
starvation conditions. That request of ours unfortunately fell on deaf ears.

As late ago as the third week of June one business man was caught smuggling
paddy i o lorries from the Sibsagar subdivision to Jorhat. The same man
was caught t.he next day smuggling paddy in two boats, A complaint was brought
to my attention and I forwarded the same with my recommendation to the Deputy
Comm1§sxoner of Sibsagar district. The Deputy Commissioner forwarded the
comp]amt with his own Sugges[ions to the DCPU[.Y Director of Procure=
ment, Jorhat. All this is common knowledge, but nothing actually was done

50 far as the bringing to book of those culprits as concerned: The Deputy Director
of Procurement as also the Procurement Inspector went in the jeep car provided
\ by this smuggler to the area in Jaji in Jorhat subdivision (a Voice—when was

week of June, Sir. “Because the Government failed to do
ortant regard a

f was requested

their duty in this imp

: June last and 1 mysel by the people to preside over that meeting.

It passed resolationg condcmning the activities of these two officers in failing to do

what was expected of them 1., to punish the culprit who was caught smuggling

. baddy from Sibsagar subdivision And later on registered letters were sent to

~ the Hor_l’ble Minister ang also the Chief Minister requsting them to do the

needful in that regard, Byt what the Government did was only to transfer these

two officers. No action was taken against any of them. Sir, If that be the

: Government, if they remain complacent and do not want to take

action against people who are actually corrupt of certain bad and undesirable

things—undesirable from the point of view of State as well as Society, in that case

of course Government cannot run the administration as efficiently as would be
expected of them,

Sir, another matter was raised in the course of the speech by Mr. Hardman
and that is the change in the Supply Portfolio of the Assam Government. It is
said ‘too many cooks spoil the broth : too many doctors kill the patient’, so also
t00 many changes in the Supply Department would bring about the ruin of the
people (@ Foice—there have been no changes ) yes, there are. There have
been too many changes in the past, Of course I do not grudge the change. I dg

: net myself. In any way, if you make changes and

make experiments upon poor people like us—not like you who are rich—we
will suffer and suffer terribly,

In his speech Mr. Hardman did not confine himself only to the diiﬁcplt_ies
of the Tea Industry which had to spend a sum of 60 lakhs of rupees in airlifting

alone. He also referred to the difficulties experienced by people who do not
live in the tea gardens as well,

Therefore Government should not think that
Mr. Hardman was selfish in thjs respect, Although he represents the interests
of Tea Industry, Assam Commer

i ce, Digboi Oil Industry, etc. Mr. Hardman had
occasions torefer to the terrible difficulties which are being felt by other sections of

meeting was held about the 22nd or 23:d of

.
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the people as well. Sir, reference was made by Mr. Hardman as well as by
Hon’ble Mr. Choudhury to the existence of the Procurement Advisory Commuittee
and the things they have done hitherto in regard to the procurement of food-
grains in the province. But Mr. Hardman has shown that this Advisory
Committee could not do much. During the last Session as one of those who
had been suffering from high prices of foodstufls, I drew the attention of the
Government to the necessity for the revival of the Assam Food Advisory Council,
which should meet as frequently as possible in order to assess the procurement
position in the province and to devise ways and means by which we might get
increased foodstuffs in the province. That would have been a very great
blessing so far as the Congress Government in Assam was concerned. Sir, I
am a member of Assam Food Advisory Council and only recently I got a letter
from the Secretary, Food Advisory Committee intimating that the next sitting
of the Council would be held on the 29th August at 10-3¢ A.m. I do not know
when the earlier sitting was held and therefore cannot understand what he
means by ‘‘next sitting” (4 2oice —on the 22nd October 1950). Oh, I see, but
T was not informed anything about it. That is how Government are doing
things and how we have got to suffer. T therefore want to ask the Hon’ble
Minister why things are happening in this undesirable way.

Sir, as I shall move my Motion on this subject in two days’ time, I do
not want to waste any more time of the House. I want to give chances to other
speakers who would give us their views as to how the situation can be improved
and what Government should do in order to procure more rice and paddy.
With these words T once again commend the Resolution to the acceptance of the
House. One thing which I omitted to mention is that in spite of this acufe
shortage of foodgrains not only in Assam but throughout the length and breadth
of the country, Government spokesmen had never hesitated to speak whenever
they get any occasion to do so, of self-sufficiency in the matter of food-grains by
next year,

Mr. KEDARMAL BRAHMIN: Mr. Speaker Sir, 21 Resolution
siq 2IS5TT T} =if3atw =@ @71 27 Resolution 1 ¢ Fc¢ Hardman
=7 5t2rs 27 % 7Aa%1a 71 Procurement Policy 1 wdtad 83 &ty (e
219 @ Board 7w fem 3w, @ Chairman % Non-official ¢z |

Dr. E. H. CHAUDHURY : Non-official Chairman 1 Yes3 1
(il

Mr. KEDARMAL BRAHMIN: %re we7d 72 23 f5 31 Board =
Chairman @& 3fzat STl ¢2 |

Dr. E. H. CHAUDHURY : Chaitman 31 Toa3 371 23 ?

Mr. KEDARMAL BRAHMIN: 7z Soics @&t &ov a1 oy ofosh

73] 3t <% f9@ wasr Procurement Poli >

Procurement Policy F1 7ats 771 7=t &5 cmh,cyﬁft?ﬁag asf_zwﬁf Er;
Board st 57 i M 78N | 2 %R @ Fiwlw g wm A5 | ;?m 3%
kel @ @0 @ 7 Committee 1 1% wwas w5t | G @fﬁ aF
Committee 72t 21 @1 CNYY (1 B0 5% owoy & @1 o Com-
mittee ¢ 1 ¥ FAIT AN &) TS 20 4 7wh v Sifkwr, 19 5T
7w 9l @1, 79 21, 7Y TG @ivm sifeen | Sir Saadullah AkT CF
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TG O @7t @5 Committee 41 | gust @5F TWEACT @F T gFT =
997 91 | Gicd Transportation ¢ T ST 4T wice 1 1 Railway w9
Steamer Transport & 7mm S 721 w7 e d, 83 4wy AEgr BN

S

Transportation = =facd foe o =a ge w1 w3 St = @
WA 231 K Rod 73 9908 27 | @ Committee cxw, BAFT (I5F

FI A% &, G017 Wi, B ST 27 i 7 T o | St farg @
T AR AEFT &% gaw a5y 41

T Levy & 37t &y Wnifeaw & @m0 9% e 7 Levy Ba1 G
e 9 @ G gl &4 ¥ Jute 47 @tx  Control w5t cza
TR 9 AT oig &tz Control 78t =7 | o1 cfelt 3z it i

FCa, @t =felfdss a1 712
Control «s T e czn | Control 851 @7 vtz | Control <t 57 1

zts =7 f¥ Control 1 (3f%
3 | 4 W7 I8 Tz strel @ 5 o 2[BIT 1 (FIT GF4S 731 |
7 7 213 U @ Minister Gl {0 Atzq wiedt @t 39 dvelt Sot

WW'@FWW‘% R 3 e i oo 2ifita Hardman #izts & 39
AV T IR Reaty w39 & I

Srijut BELIRAM DAS : My,

Speal i i ose the Resolution
moved by my hon, Friend, My, peaker, Sir, I rise to opp

Hardman_

T Wti?have carefully listened to hjs speech and his speech suffers from two de-
(e:c 8. Yurstly, by the Introduction of non-official Chairman for the proposed
Ommittee he wants o suggest that he has no faith in the Government,

SCCDHdly he w q fr 0 . . ial
C 3 ants to deal about ¢ lation living in the industria
and raticned areas. H 4t the popula =

: ¢ Mmust remember that the State of Assam belongs to
the people of this State. Before looking to the interests of his Industry we must
: : People of this State as a whole. His Industry, the

'8 I€aping the benefit of the high price of teca and can easily keep

a reserve of food grain to meet any exigencies that may occur Our poor
ot cannot have two meals a da?, nay even one meal a day, can hard-
e D REGcie Usua]ly our village people keep a reserve of food grains for
Spovcan ableasti e 15 the successive failures of crops they have exhausted
their food gfains. We have ransacked many villages in our attempt to find out
Boy surplus paddy or rice with the help of the great organisation—the Congress.
ut we found that there is definitely no food-grains to be procured, So, Mr,
ardman has no right to criticise the procurement policy of the Assam Govern-

ment. Had there heep foodgrains at the hand of the people of Assam, they
would not have pe

€1 50 unkind to lend it to the starving people of this State. R
do not see any reason why Mr, m@ﬁ‘rﬁ'ﬁ%tion- He should not in
any way think of the interest of the people of the industrial areas alone,
but he should thirk of the condition of the people of the whole of the State of
Assam. SolI request him to withdraw his Resolution. Sir, it has been
seen although it is unpleasant to meniion, that the tea industry has been getting
very high price, we in the State of Assam are getting adulterated tea in
various places of the State, for our Comsumption. Jf he cannot give us unadulte-

rated tea, he cannot €X[ect any assisiance from the people of Assam
in the shape of food grain, Sir, with these words, I oppose the Resolution of

!Mr. Hardman,

look to the Interests of the

A
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Srijut PURNA CHANRDA SARMA : Mr. speaker, Sir, I want to say a
fow words not in support of the Motion but in opposition. Mr. Hardman, in his
Resolution, suggests to set up a committee with a non-official Ghairman and
thereby he hopes that there would be no difficulty about rice in the State of
Assam. It is admitted by all, and he must also admit that =~ Assam is now
a yery deficit State in the matter of food-grains. There has been no export
of a single maund of rice to any other State of India. This State of Assam
which was a surplus State till year before last, has been found to be very deficit
even to feed her own people. Then where is the root? It is not the fault of
the procurement policy of the Government. The problem will have to be
solved from a different angle. What I personally feel about this matter is that
there have been grewing difficulties about prcduction of food-stuff for two things -
— one is that last year there were trouble in some places, secondly, there has been
gome encroachment on pa_d_dwlgls by jute cultivation. In my own district
last year when there was seizure of paddy, people gave up production of rice.
They thought that if they were to grow paddy only to sell at controlled price
at a much lower price than what is prevalent in the market, it was better for them
to grow jute. In the Hojal area a large number of paddy growers have grown
jute in their lands and only grown paddy to the extent of meeting their own
requirements. So the rigid levy system suggested by Mr. Hardman will not
solve the problera. When the cultivators found last year that they would have
to sell their paddy at the controlled rate of Rs 7-8 or Rs.8 per maund, while
the market price was Rs.20 to Rs 30 per maund, they rather took to cultivation
of jute and other money crops. So, Sir, the question of levy cannot be a
solution for this problem. Government have taken up a voluntary procurement
system and they have succeded to a great extent, otherwise the people of industrial
areas and others living in the State could notlive. There might be room for
some improvement in_the method of procurement, such as in regard to the
fixation of price etc. I find that Mr. Hardman has not suggested any other
remedy except suggesting the settingup of a  Committee witha non-official
Chairman, Of course we welcome any suggestion that may come from an
quarter, either from Mr., Hardman or from any other gentlemen. The
Government have open mind with regard to this matter and itis not a party
question. It is the intention of the Government to see that all the people
get enough food. Sir, I do not see how Mr. Hardman’s Resolution can any wa
solve the problem, and therefore, I oppose 1it. /

Srijut HALADHAR BHUYAN: =13 Aei¢(s TeztTr, WENE T A
St SledarE om Agiaha SiEb e, TR fop N T @fatea | mr@;
fim tzry days of confusion and God alone knows where we are drif:
ting to fi: 2AETAT AGACES, DIFII IS Tisr TS (PTOCuremen-t
Policy) Giw, fthl_atfer A= <bd I 9 oM, B SEB e I3, wie
S<iaT CpArAT AMfe, ANTFEAT I, FHTT Wl M5 wEiea <A 1 Q-
population ¥ <ty F2 T 417 U I | ARE Azd T @ifem L‘fhaflpon
sqtaa ATT TSI GiAReFI = 3 72 Sita1 | Bi%As TSt o W‘I?(at; e,
a1z, ndizs, fefi fim aea 5 ©91Z, ATE S AT oA 1w TN FAR
afits 2ate BeAAs (a2l 4t-5igas AR 93 7=y sfore WEE ©lq FRd,
Sita I BIFAAE TFAT NG9 cyr__fﬂf 491 7ifsq ?ﬂ,amc% i :413 z ;‘?WW’ an;;as _
5AFIAA AT T LA AFCS CF IR CACG | bale FiEest Fm iigq
coifEif5d AMbS ‘AflS’a AN el RNy | FI0 @3h G SEF WGC'“@““,
menta (T stedTTeha fdw MR A0 1 @B wted = mc%, ﬂti‘%ﬁ;;f:é

Policy © e 5419 [{UI FNT@ A8 | wifeg foecats days of confusion
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C IR AR @EEE ST oy

9ig kESOLUTIbNS [28T1x Avc.
Gl @2 ARACH e SR dhers @ G Ba<1t3, crush <7 73, ©ie & ie

49 TleRiark, @2 TcE ek S T4 cloa,
CTZBIT  IZCHita Wiz wwy |

IS afom @i 23 T crenta =05 ; AT @rF 99T | A6,
i 529, % 8 o2

22, = Ufs Aa wim aie, aewite? aw ) [srs £
ACTTI Astas Confuse @tz @, Rationed population =ty (gam Tea
Industry fRetes st 741 fis TAFCR JO1N0R ; Awers 7 7= | <zrs ©if g,
Tea Industry fRatsg Trap Reserve Fund wity, 99 91, BF| 75! AT 5 fre
3, 5T WAz NS (Procurement Policy) wb ¢z afy, wiats fail =3,
COUTREA &1 BICA CORAMT 3 Am offq | ape BI8t=iz e cateAtar =7 4t =
T e gb) 35 Itrs— ' :

‘aith oh s gsitg

roltsT e Fareicz A |

T2 AN 3 S0 Bootf afss 7l WG | o1 e st 3fs FEeA
S e i e S MR AR
CIIT TITAIER fpg oty A, AR 597 SHFT b7 B S ST GF A
T2 S ONR , oA fRmr s ATET T, EG 4733 T (AT AT
IR cifoq A, c4fis wats ggacaN Fh0E B

R, 277 o ol B ap Oty , wfip o Tz 41F Wi A AET TSRS,

et 74m 35 zgw g :

’_.'_.a-
BIfY, 7 = 2tvg | e 50 T WA AR S
e en T v o
I A 5 ast |l @ S )

* efite o ity st =77, AR BfFT s 2
Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA :

It is irrelevant.
Srijut HALADHAR BHUYAN - Yes, it .is relevant.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  gpfyy wipar fReach! af¥ ooits |

Srijut HALADHAR pryuyaN . 5319 Tfeq ¢i9e 7T Iy I, W2
QB Ty | CIRFIC, bastes wawa o4 @3 cAfere zRaed 52 A
FHEA, 172 Bty I wfmea cron GBIZ w1 @@ A2 ASIEl I

M TR ¢ 2oteg o, et TatAlpa c4Afs FCICT I TR O
BeTs a8 w3 @ A ol a’ntisocial element =4ls  Irie ﬁt,mz?mm?ﬁ
[T, aizey I, Gt =iy WA F199 dffta (ot (9T 44 ufGraw w9
TIAEI S Framet, wiis CHRIE At Wiy (4 wfEaca 99 ata sfR ceifs
©IF 9T F1d o qpz WS wfeeatsita e fra @t 1 = e

SET FAB Aty A tztg—Begging Policy | 4f¥dig sztan

AR SRl Fiaee fom Flatg 1 wisites T2 T UlfEtm @ wiE doFa

20 FTH2 CIORT | AW itarp sty afeq el ol cAfer wiace B
496 T MR | BHIZAT Hacet w5 "

93 ¢ 2tety Tiqez R4 @it stw-r'z FFm 4
Ro1f3 53Ftatar wicana wfafza ) SIF fSeare you wed Gk ety oi%tg i
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T AT el AR s At aFiEess by &b e aifi dfe @
sasic Alcd aftd. 51 495 Ffag |l @2 f[Ew Bw @9t ootz GfagF IF
farg—ifF, 5aFied IS cAfEE Faeee 490 Tfarg ; U6 TAYR MR F4

' sioly coftqr A | eter €129 seed loan Bt FHais Telde N TS Wil

3ifp cafalate Afatg | afem S A1z9 =fym 4iF3 44 frm T8 Ffam | FA©
FI—

sfeag Fom T2d 49 |

wifzag csite f[AFa @i 1l

fopy 7 islvs 72 St FR Az @ s sfatac 5IFIAY GIFAAAT TI=M2
wfta [ iatacR v4-283 A iR t2tg | Gnizad wEcd e w8 (TS
qralp 417 24 Wl ©iF Tedls? 1R feE WRe L ) A o T T
oETE 2 B3 4B | cafem A2, TS FAIT 419 pleA oAl ARSI TeT i
GifsaTs ‘et (gate) F(RICA suggestion fufets, cofem BaFla ©iF cicm
Eﬂ?gifl T —e cfom 2aiq A =it A il 419 Fifzata ealg Ag—cefeaiz
cals freg |

(Voice—eR fRat= 47 e \eai? o1 ?)

__=%a i 5a=ica @ica | Lt is not upto me fo see to it, it is upto you
to see where the paddy goes.

Procurement tis sedracs fail Fata  wfw 4B IRT g
@ deficit pocket fGeless i bawial wWi¥ WiE A (T cheap
grain shop =21 cfem Advisory Board =fzfga, @©© Supply
Secretary Mr. Dam “ifga i@ weT (@@ 2fga @ Ifw a3
deficit pocket faaige 53314l wwiw 91 cheap grain shop 3 I% 1 =127
(3T @AlCa 4w gy 231 92 deficit pocket fFatee et Fiem
2727 GFald FIECAE (i 512 AT Al iR ity | cafem  ziwi?s 499 wix
Gifte S0\ 57 (sfem FHazTS 4TI 7T T ey B AT @igE | «wT BFiwicy
NS00/ cild 4i fses sawial RvalE e Sife fre afe T At 1 Ik ToRw |
AfF Atqez @fg wix g «f= e | sledtcel cheap grain shop w43 siards
ez cafb wiw frate ata tzes @iF 61l @AATTFCE FAFI AfEbia Avas “catp?’
& (oarEtzT ale wmin FECE | cfem Advisory Board atz sfem s
siedtacss St ffgran cheap grain shop 4fER3 4 ¢ Sits =% il
<acdlE 9ife ofat @eiie @6 =@ 1 BIFIE rationed area I Wiqgeirm b
clichlals TeE g, Lwicd AT cifons 7oE T9 i T 99 43 '{m{
giel F13 @9l Caty | AL TEETS IeiFe IR =ARiFE Oz E§t§ TR ¥
fated bie fiig SmEcY® | @B (20T 6IFIFF IR Tifes @Gt | ééfnﬁ
& 2 cafeE ot Al gedez I (% WAGE T SR 1 oiew =i e
e o T4 fralfie s cten ats M2 | TR R

Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: ginfy
CENC A o ©
s o e fItsifas
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Srijut HALADHAR BHUYAN: iz T4 tzg 1 9T BAFIN wEiw
DIFIIT A A @f Rmen AT 51T G0 Fhowy A1F | wte 1 af 933 Ja3 =1
Loud Speaker fiza =7 w9t TIRT CEIF TUG1  IIpas @F 43t 924 i
DASITA A% TEics st AsREEie st i el wvwT A =

Tl V2o RCST | afism 53Fhea 417 0o 1 @R 2[wiach) AR cedEleT gla T
29 |

Srijut BELIRAM DAS: Non-official Ttz @ity @At |

Srijut HALADHAR BHUYAN : Non-official ¢ Bewast fréree catm
MR Al Botewt A fag) 7% cofonl non-official # v fim Aa | faw
2[THETBI 2 Fafs 5 wtefe «ifF3 #ittg ? I think Government should not be
SO sensitive when criticism comes against them on such a vital
problem of the country. T do not like to speak more in this connec-
tion. With these few words, I support the Resolution.

Srijut DALBIR SINGH LOHAR: sy 9YIF  RIEE, G Im fie
RIS bizia Rk sela wife 4@ty ©iF I8 @iaiws awda [ catafe |
3% TR ofF Rife sfgcacs SRR | (Trdrs «rd @i e wedta ars
TR R @IST T BT A | cordes (FCZ @ @SATET et
GFCAC GI0S @47 Ffif6 #Mfs procurement policy 47 F313 ATH | _carden
FICO B 2T areza @1t e s zad @l GledtalE @l FR g
g | s Y TheThatz ~A2sicy i ol @, e w7 TE 5 9% satam
W A IR | @ vt @nawit Aot Q@A S FAD Q4T F7 o
AT AT FW @O @B vt &y o) tztg, tAifers 1A 4 ez wmwElg
WS AR AP a7 Wzt werm w15 o T SRE TR 0 Mys
99 TledNars gty weg RREIS (7 {5 ©atvs 93w 73 & BT welitg
TN SR S 3 37 2tz (2 FAed @ s AN w@Ftr o
TS 2l MR S R A raeie 41 ors ISz twmi sfalAf ata
327 CF™2 i tasiifiey arsen 7 ap sfica ofF 79aita ItT | 9t wagty

T2 =S If% BRI tsferce tirs paSlaT AzeAtd FlacarzeeT, bcv-gf%m
"R T ST 2T || ot metatcs a1 (T G BRRIRRRAGI Il T,
Az Procurement T FiFq faq tate, frw cogtaicE A Procu_rement
=133 Alifitg ©i7 @f) st % @2 e ife 4fca 27 oEAl Zas 9if wifin
e = AT TS o ify i it el IR T | A
ZIOTITH Tt @) Rvgy pystes Tafcate ey Ao 9w e, BF s
USERUUREAS S LG £ e SN @I 7 Fq3) wweq fowa® WIST T gty
01 FHCE | 5.1 e Aty g s A7 FA oA AR AT AT
A R R ottt frg T4 dm e cfem AT TARE @f
Glealal foFateta a1 s v YT Biters Tata Al AR A1fzeg |

Srijut HALADHAR BHyy,y. bta, 72 @ @1 FA T 4@ e
LGRIENER GT@?TTE\T? T @ 7y AeEfEE, S, aicafi 9ifta 9599 Beg T
FATH T CT2CHI 7T SERS s T ’mgms,] 727, 98 ¢FCY @, A o7
affa ater4a self sufficient wfy N, I7 wife ofmre AfEd Falta, @2 FEws
2fe 7faq S @rem, it qire © Iy, «% fJatF Government 3

Indiscreminate Policy 3 #f1 tary I 9 nedea w9 A el |
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sofeq w7 Fw9 WY 3dx B AtZcg | awca Natural Resources
ra Aieg | afiedl a2 @w cary, TAza 2fdlT dier T4, A6 Afs 9B AR
T 1 9 fREs 9t A 19 aFate ofen @ieE 21 999 wE9i9 P SleqaR
59199 <11 {991 A€l 9t atfits @12 Ftacd cordew flatter 73 At Aite
sted tIceB (91 9B Ff¥9 =7 o (Interruption) (Z'1f%) 1

Srijut DALBIR SINGH LOHAR: wiv el s «fom  b5Ied

g9 QT W AL, MetF CStve crivteatd wa || frw A2 12 o) T G |

AT AFF TIEE N F o oofwn P cestamrIIce RIZd IS
frgs fcatd $RAT F@ | (Ostars feu ORI (A ¢ (OSENE fAepa

it cifgres 71 T R Toq 9z7 1 s F@ @eRe r @A s GhHE
gitan 99 efemty “ifa P (1)

Tizq SalE Srs, AT e fagcag 4iRta Az fwa ibe siif
(AfoT® T ATE 9 T3 A7 ¢ 1% wien, @fen Avttaa s Ao B Iy
wify @3 FHTCA IgMaCa_Cot Tafsm qra M2 I we, cofom hopeless wift ¢
< 23 | cofom @A A 71 4t BI%A @b Aca 717, e 4iea bie 1L,
74 o= o1 A7 coat wfaT 1

(ICT QT CFES Q2B SSIT it SifF 519 @stia w4 1, afeq cotdrs ek
A%ld ST FfA0g, (1 AP paFlET oz Retla edqre? @A asf,
qtataq MET @F BUwCDT ga AZF A7) S Salzta @2 eRarEs T 19z sk
SitFl 12 b3S 9Mzea SfF zacacen | 18 Rateta 17 sf{itaz od IR @ 531ty
@ TCH WAR o7 FfA0G | ©F (FICTS 52 T (AraicT | fFT 4Frs A, A0iR Fq
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: M. SARWAN . Mr. Speaker, Sir, Tam glad to n?d\;‘;litcl:;": g?pt?le
tunity of saying 5 word or twg in regard to the procureme I

i for tabling
overnment of Assam, and therefore T have to thank Mr, Hardman fo 8
this Resolution

Mr. Beliram Das hag made

a violent attack on the tea industry for trying
to deprive the Pe€asants and the

cultivators of Assam 9f Fsn Jl'lsltl r(igt:;c l?l:;f
lands. Thig hag Dot been the cage. The tea industry is one ‘Eh]'c Soo It has
ness and its aim ig g make profit in an honourable way and is hmn(% tre The

€en trying to please both "the State Government as well as the > eclllut lontos
overnment of India haq been levying quite a large amoémt t}?e Govgrnment
export: I think the amount comeg to about 7 crores of rupecs. 1 % rers of the tea
of India would wani1 the tea industry to flourish and if the labou
estates were provided with Iso would brin
ty of tea and that would bring profit to the tea industry 1\?“& a{;zst“ofuthc hmf
money to the Government in the shape of export duty. Ot Becite of the tea
Members of this House are In the Legislature to some exten
industry (voice: ‘how’). For either

their parents or forefathers had to dgﬁend
on the tea industry at the beginning (laughter). "The majority 2{‘1 ttlffeh?; M ;;r;-
bers of this House have been at one time or other connected AVI e
t!‘yl What I wanted to say iS that the present pOSlthl’l of Assam 18
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development of this portion of India by the tea industry. It is quite possible
that the days have passed away. The tea industry took away the waste lands
that were not wanted by the cultivators of Assam. They never took away the
cultivated lands.

The procurement policy of Government may be good or may be bad, but
the taste of the pudding is in the eating. Government may have had wrong
policies, but every policy of the Government as I have experienced has failed in
its implementation in one regard. As I have said, the taste of the pudding is
in the eating. The procurement policy of Government can only be tested Irom the
amount of food that has been procured. I do not know how it was that suddenly |
paddy was decontrolled after it had been controlled for many months and the
tea industry was promised foodgrains by the Government and had been preven-
ted from procuring paddy elsewhere and later on Government failed to carry
out the promise? That would mean a very tragic situation if the tea industry
were not vitally concerned with the safety of the lives of the labourers.

The procurement policy would also depend on many other factors—for ins-
tance in the Grow More Food Campaign. Now, look at the answers given by
Government “Are Government aware that in portions of requisitioned grant lands
of Tea Estates, labourers are already in cultivating occupation?’’ The answer
is ““Government have no information’>. What sort of Government is this? lsI
this a Government to form a ring round corrupt blackmarketers and profit-
cers? I think thisis a very bad state of things and this bad state of things is
hurting the people terribly. As 1 have said, once again I say, if the common
people are able to live, they live not because of the Government. They are
living only by the blessings of God. They might also have lived without the
Government and they might have lived happier. They would have been better
off if there had been a foreign Gov.rnment rather than this Government
which by its policies is making life impossible for the common people (a Voice—
“Why don’t you go to England?) I am only telling the Government to change. ’
ThlS] sort of things will not help them. Idon’t think the people can stand this
too long.

:There is one more difficulty. Somehow or other Government is failing to
obtain the co-operation of the people. If the policies of Government are good
the people should have come forward and co-operate with the Government in
implementing the policy. The Government has failed to do that. More and
more people are getting away from the Government. The time will come when
Government will be completely isolated. This the Government do not want. I
don’t think any Government wants it. I am telling the Government that th.
who are in charge for the implementation of the policies are doing a lot of h ik
to the State and are bringing terrible suffering to the common people of A e

I am glad that we have come to the end of this old Assembly pand " shall
soon be having an election. 1 hope that weshall have other men t t“L’:e g
place so that the people of Assam may be happy. oieatERns

With regard to the Grow More Food Campai i
of paper_campaign. Too much of it. As I ha\Pe gz?id }Ec?]r:t :12?) (};: =5 500 T
co-operation of the people. Paper campaign leads one nowhere S'en S onhthe
drum beating and broadcasts in towns, but very little is being done ; II;i W"fu ave
Now, if somehow or other Government had fewer policie sg fo t?l in !e1v1 ages.
tion of which Government obtain the co-operation of the e!‘ leetll-xmps ementa-
benefit and the people of Assam would be happy in every \Ff)vaoyp ’I caennf.:lttcixgl

ine how the once surplus State of A o 3
%ood. R ssam can be deficit now in the matter of
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Srijut NILMANI PHOOKAN : Mr. Speaker, Sir, T would like to speak a
few words on this Resolution. I find in the Resclution the Mover has proposed

that the present Advisory Committee should be reconstituted with a non-official
Chairman sitting over it. But it

is a Committee of an advisory nature and the
Mover suggests this Committee will advise Government rcgarding_ the procure-
ment policy. But the very objective for which the people are crying hoars_e will
not be served by changing the personnel of the present Advisory Committee ;
i hey may be, still they are only an advisory Clommittee. !
But only oune redeeming feature might be there. If the Advisory _Gommittee
advises Government in a wrong way at least the Chairman who will be one of
the Cabinet Ministers wil] be responsible for advices that are given to the Govern-
ment to follow. Sgo from that point of view I do not think that acceptance of
this Resolution will in any way improve the situation of procurement of foodgrains
hungry people. Had he proposed to have this Committee
a non-official Committee for production policy of the Government or the people
that would have some points in it. But we are talki ng in this Resolution of the
things which have no basis at the bottom. The procurement policy of Govern-
ment might be failing in one aspect or other but what itis due to that will have
10 be first found out. If I am to be true to my conscience and my convictions, I
can, without fear of Contradiction, say that the present procurement policy or
control policy of whateyer kind will uitimately depend upon the total economy of
the people, i 2

The Hon

———

PIEthe SPRAKER : ‘Mr. Phookan will continue after liusch.
Adjournment

urned for lunch till 1 p. .

o (After Tunch)
Srijut NILMAN1 PHOOKAN .

Sir, the House rose when I left the matter

at total_ cconomy. T must holg the thread from there and in that background I
must discuss the Resolution as it is.

What appears to me in the Resolu

specifically the methods to be adopte

tion is this; the hon. Mover has in his mind
su_pplies for the rationeq population.

d in future to ensure the maintenance of
This clearly shows thathe has got in his
odgrains, how best they c;)ulcl Ob: tg::(;g(;i
ats A only. :
I am constrained to say that in the inl::rez:L E?Islﬁd Ip?l}:;l?‘f’té%?{r ain); to the rationed
arcas wheie only 10 PEr cent, of (he eople i ppcy(:'mnot forget the other 90 per
cent. of whom not less thap g per cpenij 14 ‘IN; 110:‘3 1. e., producers of food-
grains. That is the Teason why 1 give .tanrle hcu. 1v;] tht’: point of total economy,
Inpour anxiety to supply to the 10 pgr cent ‘Sh;tsmvgs our actual experience recent-
ly? Whenever there Was a dearth of rice and pagld)' whenever the labour popu-
ue to this food,grain question, (§0Ycrnmcpt
icy, Recently they did so in I'ndllyf()a}:es
: tea garden labour. Butin splt‘i s
ve fajled ¢ O}Y for the rice even at double the Cpmrfqoelni:lol}l‘:ﬁf:
tea labour population, T, h;:,?n;iﬁivcﬁ:gﬁ'f“"”h EOf tg%:gqul:ﬁ a maund of
paddy, but why did the People in the Sillk5ee .coulgrngrsgll to them at that price?

s the way ip hem I .
i 2 Which we cq), n the villages

it i ulate the production i _
by taking averages on the basis of Statistics ang 4] th{e)se things. We may arith-

metically find that there jg Plenty in the o .

: : . e villy lace of the control-
", puice ol Re 101Ny 8¢t Rs.25 or Ry 30 inggli,e ?‘?;cwilne;rligtpfor a few days why
do they not rush to sell their Paddy tg ¢}, tea gardens if really they had any ex-
cess in their bhorals? So I do b g

: : EIleV? that the economic condition of our peasant
class i3 not as it should have been In the ordinary circumstances, and there are

{ S was disty,
had sometimes g re : rhed ¢
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various factors which have contributed to this plight of the cultivators. After the
Second World War the price of agricultural implements have gone up very high.
While during pre-war time they couid get a pair of plough cattle at Rs.50 to Rs 60
they have to pay not less than Rs.300 or Rs.400 now a days. Thisis a great deter-
rent factor. Then there is cattle discase which is an annual affair and in addition
to all that the last great earthquake has brought untold miseries on the cultivating
class. Then, Sir, recently duc to the erratic flood of the Brahmaputra, in one
Mouza of Halmora in Majuli some 10 sq. miles of Ahu paddy kheti in a compact
block had been silted up. The cultivators had the crop, but it has been spoilt by
the silt. 1f we take note of these factors and if we take note of the fact that for a
piece of garment for which they used to pay Rc 1 they are to pay Rs.10 now, i. e.,
il we take note of this unavoidable economy of their lifessess s, -

The Hon'ble The SPEAKER :  The point at issue is the appointment of a
Committee with a non-official Chairman.

Srijut NILMANI PHOOKAN: Yes, Sir, I want to show that even if Mr.
Hardman’s suggestion is accepted that will not improve the procurement situation
unless we take into consideration these factors which are working at the backgrou-
nd. So, I want to convince my Friend that his Resolution is superficial in the light
of these factors. He should withdraw that. That was my intention to bring in
those factors. Therefore my honest conviction is this that along with the procure-
ment policy we have to take note of the production policy of the Government of
the people, of any party or of any creed or colour I do not care. But production
and_procurement should go simultaneously or we must leave the whole to the na-
tural economic law of demand and supply. Either of these things we cannot do.
Possibly piece meal control though it has come from the Centre we are unable to
go against it.  But this is my considered opinion and settled conviction, that con-
trol and decontrel of the same thing cannot go together. No economic law will
accept it. In that light we must tackle the problem. The levy question which my
hon. Friend raises, ifit is a question of levy on whom is it going to levy ? Culti-
vator who does not get two morsels of food and who has other necessaries of life
e.g., buying a picce of cloth—if we are to levy from him, I mustsay Government
should make it compulsory for every tea garden to utilise every inch of land for
production of food for the labour force. There are three things now, at the mo-
ment on this economic background. Production js less, demand is great. Unless
we take all these factors into consideration, matter will not improve, We mﬁst
take into consideration how this surplus province in the matter of paddy has be-
come defi‘cit overnight. So these factors are there. Within these few years, w
have to accom:fnodate all the evacuees from Pakistan who have been driven ’here
due to oppression of the Pakistan Government. They are unwelcomed guests. B ;
still out of humanity we shall bave to feed them. We cannot see them sta:rv lét
This is one factor. Ten lakhs of people have come in this way. They a o
tillers of the soil. They are without any means. We have to ztcc:on:nfnc'ydatre hnOt
and we have to supply them with food anyhow. Then there is the labo Y
tion. 10 or 12 lakhs of labour population is there. It is actuall benef‘if g
tea industry. If the Industry keep fallow thousands of acres of larSId und] IHE iy
simple system of grant for which they have not paid for 100 years hower s
think of Government’s supplying foodgrains to their labour force ,If th e
utilise the land, the land should escheat to Government, I do 'not thi el'{ tcgmnot
lakhs of labour force should starve. T think Government have res onsibillii:l t a;r}:lo
these ]gbourers also. But similarly the tea industry shouid aﬁo think iy --Og\(r) :
cent. of the people who are not labourers. How can these 90 per cent 03‘ p?r
solve the probleui of their economic life ? All these factors havg to be ';:onsilt)it:;gde

—
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People are economically hard pressed. They cannot buy their implements. In
the face of that there is the scourge of black-marketers, It is the most injurious
pest of the country. They should be killed at once.

Maulavi MD. MAKSED ALI: Why not communal disturbance ?
Srijut NILMANI PHOOKAN: Commun

al disturbance is certainly one of
the causes. It is one calamity which is like ear

thquake.

The Hon’ble The SPEAKER :

Do you think that there is no necessity
for forming a committee as Mr. Hardm

an presses ?

Srijut NILMANI PHOOKAN :

I am only driving at that conclusion. I
am putting factors for the conviction of

Mr. Hardman, so that he can easily with-
draw his Resolution. The present com

mittee has been unable to solve all these
problems. Can they do that by a change of the chairman from official to non-
official ?

They cannot solve this problem thus.

Dr. Emran Husain Choudhury was mentioning of certain meetings, that he
was presiding. He passed certain resolutions.

Dr. E. H. CHOUDHURY : I did not pass a resolution.

Srijut NILMANI PHOOKAN: He was the President, and people passed

the resolution.
Mr. Sarwan has already said that from all these points of view, we should
not be here in the

next Assembly, Thisis a bolt from the blue. I think these
remarks are for himself only,

The Hon’ble The SPEAKER: Hon. Member’s time is up.
Srijut NILMANI PHOOKAN :

I only ask Mr. Hardman to withdraw his
R esolution,

*The Hon’ble Srijut MOTI A:  Mr. Speaker, Sir, at first I
thought that T should : RAM BORA: p

not participate in the debate, but there is an adage in
Assamese :

TS <ifsF Tiaice ©ive,
TS Al i fFies |

so Irise tosay afew words in this connection, Sir, Mr. Hardman has made
Certalp.observations which, if goes uncontradicted, will make the Government liable
for criticism, Mr, Hardman, in course of his speech, has sought to ma‘l\{; t};c im-
pression that there are some amount of interference on the part of some Member of
the Government, while selecting the areas for forcible seizure of paddy. He _has
unwittingly tried to create this impression. I do not t}]ink he was very serlous
about it. For his enlightment, T must say, Sir, that it is far from truth, . It.ls une
fair on his part to make an allegation like that and thereby do an injustice tq
Government, at least to the Members of the Treasury Bench, so far as the ques-
tion of selecting areas for the compulsory seizure of paddy. S:r,'so_ far &;‘, the
question of selection of areas is concerned, it is made by the District Officers,

*Speech not corrected.
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These people know which are the areas best'suitegi for the paddy seizure opera=
tion. Government is only guided by the advice of the local officers. No Member
of the Government interferes in the matier. Fgr his information, I must tell.M_r,
Hardman that at the initial stage of the operation, the areas selected fell within
the constituencies of three Hon’ble Ministers themselves.

The Hon’ble Mr. Brahma’s constituency was first selected for thg purpose of
such operation. Next came the Hon’ble Maulavi Mazumdar’s constituency and
then the place which I represent. Therefore I can assure this House that there is
no interference on the part of any Member of the Government in the matter of
selecting the areas for the purpose of forcible paddy seizure. That is my first
point. Sir, my Friend, Dr. Choudhury, has made some complaints regarding the
constant change of portfolio of Supply in the course of last year. On the part of the
Government 1 deny that there is any other reasons for such change except for rea-
sons over which Government have no control ; I mean the sad demise of the late
lamented Lokapriya Bordoloi resulted in the change of port_f‘oho, for why:ch we have
no control. But we have taken every steps to guard against any mischief that
might result from such change of portfolio. We have set up an Emergency Sub-
Committee of the Cabinet on this matter of Supp]_y. ’I:'hxs Emergency Sub-Com-
mittee is effectively functioning. It is constanly discussing about the Supply mat-
ters and have been taking very important decision in consultation with the Hon’ble
Minister, Supply who is also a Member of the Sub-Committee. There is no di-
flerence of opinion among the Hon’ble Minister, Supply and the members of the
Sub-Committee Therefore, on account of the change of the portfoho,‘ which is
not liked by us and over which we have no cor.ltrol, as stated by me previously, we
have taken every steps to guard against any inefficiency that might result from
such change of portfolio. I can assure Mr. Hardman that there is no change of
policy or principles in the matter of Supply in any individual Member of the
Government. My Friend, Mr. Bhuyan and Dr. Choudhury have, in course of
their speech, dealt with certain matters which pertains to the Department of Reve-
nue and as such I think, I should give some replies. Mr. Bhuyan said that Govern-
ment should take more effective steps to improve the method of distribution of cat-
tle to the cultivators. I must tell the House that the Government is not oblivious
to their duty towards the people. As a matter of fact Government have taken every
steps to help the cultivators by way of supply of cattle. From the list of Supple-
mentary Demands of which a copy has been supplied to the hon. Members of
the House the other day, it will be seen that an amount of Rs.5 lakhs was allotted
for the purpose and that I have been coming forward to increase this amount by 10
lakhs more. If it is necessary, we shall earmark another amount of Rs.10 lakhs to
enable the cultivators to tide over the difficulties in Assam on account of poor cat-
tle population of the people of Assam. Therefore itis apparent that Government
is not sitting idle, and whatever is possible is being done to help the agricultural
people in the matter of enabling them to get the cattle. Another grievance of
Mr. Bhuyan is about the question of seed-loan in the district of Nowgong. The
necessity has arisen due to seedling in the seed bed being destroyed by the recent
flood in Nowgong. When the seedlings grown by the cultivators were ready on the
bed, they were destroyed by the recent Kapili flood and necessity arose for givin
them seed the loans to make an atlempt, if possible, for a second plantationg
That is why the necessity arose recently to tide over the difficulty. It has bee:;
said that there has been delay in the matter of issue of seed loans. The delay is not
due to Government, but it is due to reason elsewhere. It is due to the flood which
has come rather late. Now my Friend, Srijut Bhuyan, was telling the House that
Government was not doing anything in the matter

g : of having more foodgrains in
the Nowgong district. I do not know what is happening in the other districts of
the State. So far as my own district is concernd, I hope, my Friend, Srijut
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Choudhury, will be able to give the necessary information on the table, I for
myself have not got any complaint from any qguarter as yzt. Whenever any de-
mand comes from any quarter from the Food Commilttees, Government had not
refused their demands.  Asa matter of fact, it has conspired that the highest
amount that is being given to the different food shops is in the district of Now-
gong. My Friend, Srijut Choudhury, will be able to enlighten the House in this

connection. Wherever the demand has come, the district officers have been instru-
cted by the Government to help these Food Committecs.

*Srijut HALADH
whether only 10 per ce
as it was informed by ¢

AR BHUYAN : May I aske the Hon’ble Minister that
nt. of the demand of the Food Com mittees was supplied
he Nowgong District Food Committee ?

_ *The Hon’ble Srijut MOTIRAM EQORA -
district of Nowgong is the smallest in this direction.

it will convince the hon. Member that the loa
gong district i

Sir, [ am coming to that. The

From a reading of the figures,
ns that were issued to the Now-
S mOre in comparison to the other districts of the State.

*Srijut HALA

DHAR BHUYAN: The Hon’ble Minister has not answered
that question.

*The Hon'ble Srijut MOTIRAM BORA: But then what I want to say
that Mr. Bhuyan charges Government of injustice. This Government is doing
more than what it ought to do. Because of such places Iike Hojai in Nowgong, 1ts
production should not go out of Nowgong. That cannot be the policy. The poli-
¢y should be consistent to the policy of the whole State. Because this Government
has an obligation towards the entire population of Assam. Hojai supplies should
not confine to Nowgong district only. ~ Sir, the hon. Member may please look to
the amount given 1o the {ood grain shops. Thousands of maunds of rice are being
supplicd to the people of Nowgong. It will be apparent, Sir, how Mr. Bhuyan
has made such a statement that this Government is not doing anything towards
the pcople. Because there is no such area which is surplus, it cannot be compared
to the other areas. Therefore, Sir, I feel that it will be hardly fair in 2 State
which is in a position in which the State has come when they are confronted with
2 crisis, and that we have beep resorted to begging. It is hardly fair that
aIIFgation like this should be made that the Government is sitting idle and is
doing nothing. With this observation, Sir, I resume my seat.

“Maulavi MD. MAKSED Ay May I know, Sir, about the Procurcmep
staff which was procuring paddy from Baghmari in the year 1951. On this, 1
sent some questions duri embly Session, but the questions were
rejected, that means were not admitted.

. ¥The Hon’ble Srijut OMEQ KUMAR DAS: I have nomind to take part
in this debatt_a. An issue has heen raised with regard to increased jute produce
tion. It has its relation to international market. Due to international demand
for jute, the price of this commodity has been raised, and as such the price of jute
had to _be decontrolled by the Government. Because the advantage with regard
to thc‘mcrcased production of Jute supplied to the industrialists, only the cultiva-
tors will be left apart from the field. That is why the Goverument had decontrol-
led jute early this year and OWing to this, Government had decided to compensate
those States which had Converted the paddy areas for cultivation of jute, and we
are also getting our share from that scheme. Another issue had been raised with
regard to the Grow-More-Fooq Scheme. Of course, 1 must acknowledge that
Government had not the machinery to assess the expenditure incurred in the

an

S —_

ISR
*Speech not corrected.
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Grow-More-Food Campaign. But during the last year the Statistical Depart-
ment took the record on the minor irrigation projects. The results achieved by
the minor irrigation projects arc only a part of the Grow-More-Food Scheme and
this survey was conducted in the districts of Kamrup, Nowgong and Darrang.
In these three districts, the survey was conducted by the Statistical Departmezt,
and in the report which was published in the last year, I find that the whole ex-
penditure incurred in these districts owing to the minor irrigation projects would
be near about Rs.1 lakh and the results achieved as additional production is nearly

1,79,894 maurds of clean rice.

1951.]

1 is related to the expenditure made for these pro-
jects in the districts of Nowgong, Kamrup and Darrang. Of course, I have
already mentioned that we have not the machinery to assess the'result of the Grow-
More-Food Campaign, but on account of the minor irrigation projects our results

have been much more successful.

This additional productior

*Srijut HALADHAR BHUYAN: 32 @5t <9 EIG O o e -a M E
Gifa it @ cordts At (g (T AiIT assess FIFICH ciiEkica)

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Order, order.

*‘The Hon'’ble Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: We have not organised
machinery to assess the results for all the districts, but the Statistical Department
have organised machinery for survey of the results of the minor irrigation
projects.

Srijut HALADHAR BHUYAN: 3% «q3th 34 @if9 4fFca 7@ ...

*The Hon’ble Srijut OMEQ KUMAR DAS: TIhave already stated that
1:h<ﬂj Staus_tmal Department have got the machinery and they have carried out a
survey with regard to the minor irrigation projects.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The point at issue is whether the present
Adws?ry f_‘.ommiltcc is efficient or whether a Committee with a non-official Chair
man should be appointed. I do not think that there is the necessity of raisi g
those matters. 2R y ol raising all

*The Hon’ it . ks
o e Hon’ble Srijut OMEQ KUMAR DAS: I am only clarifying the

Besides this, the Statistical Department made an assessment wi

present food position in Assam, burt) I failed to find any rcfercn:rel ll;nr C%ﬁ-rdc{o s
to the food position. I may say for the information of the House that e} s
availability of rice in the State has deteriorated since last year, Duri t}le SO
our production had deteriorated owing to many factors. Th‘ere W e e
disturbance, there was natural catastrophe and there was loss as communal
Partition. BeSi_des t_hese, due to the heavy influx of refugees and r to“.m-lg 59 Pl
placed Muslim immigrants, the food situation had deteriorated ande 1ij"! i
\dve ﬁnd( thlai the total availability of rice in relation to the producfitcfsr ;};es Sléf)‘;fly
own to 14 ounces per capi - dav. Acgai : 2 L e
G Tt fserv e[ :;!:‘{)plflddi} .WATam, ,owmg to the high price, the cultiva-
2 ck during these years. For all these reasons the pro-

curement policy had not been successful in bringing up stock from the .;umvat‘f,r‘;

#*Specech not corrected

|
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2 Maulavi MD. MAKSED ALI : May T know from the Hon. Minister
’ whether he is aware that up to 12th

June 1951 there were 316 mds. of declared
paddy in Bilashipara which could not be lifted due to the failure of the Procure-
ment Department ? R

[28TH ‘Avc.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : 1 have repeatedly pointed out that the point
at issue is whether a non-official Committee should replace the official Com-
mittee,

Maulavi MD. MAKSED ALY: Because of the inefficiency of the Govern-
ment a committe i with a non-official Chairman. As I have
already pointed out that up to 12th June 1951 there were in Bilashipara 316 mds.

y which could not be lifted.  This shows that the Government
ite i ient to tackle with the procurement
is useless why Government should maintain this department. We

rivate company preferably Messrs, Steel Brothers & Co., who will
re paddy because Government have failed.

Maulavi Saiyid MUHAMMAD SAADULLA": M, Speaker, Sir, I think
my friend Mr. Hardman ought to feel gratified that he has already achieved
the object which he had in his view i i i lution. - As many as three
i i participate in the debate

may appoint a p
be able to procu

there is the popular saying of a great P
world, America, i, ., of President Abr
fed by the people, for whom should I

Minister-in-char

resident of the greatest Republic in the
aham Lincoln

that “born of the people,
work but for the people”, the Hon’ble
ge of Supply has admitted that th

¢, Sometimes speakin

the failure of procurement, 1 think, Sir, the Resolution is Very Innocuous ang

has been recommended by the erstwhile Secretary of the Congress Parliamey,.
tary Party. It would have redounded tq t

he credit of the present GOVCrnmcm
if they had gracefully accepted it,

What does this Resolution want ? It wants that the present Advisory Fooq

Council, which have, for various T€asons, fajled o satisfy the requirement of the
people, should be allowed to make a ney,

experi suggesting to appoint ,
non-official Chairman 1 think, Mr. Hardmaﬁe}zlatzlm:lv:é) 1i{11(1:sbofg%hought in his view,
One is that an official Chairman, is boung by the directives of the Central Govern.
ment and therefore to that extent he is not a free agent. Secondly that each

’ Minister of the present Cabinet js burdeneq with a number of portfolios which
leave him very little time to give much thought ¢4 only one particular portfolig,
Probably it is for this reason that he Y€commends thata non.official Chairman

be tried as an experiment and et Us see whether any improvement can he

effected in the matter of Procurement and incidcnté]ly of production of foodgrains
with a view to impreve the supply of foodstuff ¢, the requirements of the people.
i i first factor that the Provin-
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Central Government. I find, Sir, that till very lately the different policies
adopted by the Central Government militated with every attempt of the Provin-
cial Ministry to improve the food situation here. Take for example the questions
of jute and cotton. India nceds jute and cotton and it is a laudable attempt
on their part to endeavour to procurc as much jute and cotton raised in India
itself, they being dependent for the supply of them on the newly born
neighbouring State of Pakistan whose action in not devaluing its currency gave
them a fictitious advantage ou exchange matters. But the limitations of the
availability of the area present arable lands were lost sight of at the time of
making this directive to the Provincial Government to increase the production
of cash crops. The area available for cultivation is known and limited. If we
are to divert a portion of that area for the production of jute and cotton it must
necessarily be at the expense of certain other commodities that are grown thereon,
and so far as Assam is concerned this directive from the Centre had deleterious
offect on the availability of the required paddy grown lands to be utilised for the
purpose of raising foodgrains. Probably it is on account of this that Mr. Hard-
man in his Resolution requests the Government to have a Committee with a
non-official Chairman. Thp next line of thought, as I have already adumbrated
is probably that onc Hon‘ble Minister cannot devote sufficient time to thé
discharge of the public function in this matter. Nature demands by way of
giving him some relaxation and utilisation of some time for the maintenance of
body and soul and enjoyment of sleep. So if any Hon’ble Minister is charged
with too many portfolios, he cannot devote much attention to any of the
portfolios. There is some force in what I heard from the lips of the Hon’ble
Minister-in-charge of Supply and Procurement, Srijut Mahendra Mohan Chou-
dhury that the present Advisory Food Council with the Hon’ble Chief-Minist

as President and in his absence, the Hon’ble Minister in-charge of Suppl (;r
President can be of far greater utility than a Committee with a nonlzgﬁzxr(’;. 31
Chairman. People find it a well proved theory that a Ministry, like other offi =
in the Government cannot solve a problem without the help of the people goVer:l:;a s
This I say is only partially correct. In the very nature of responsibility of :
representative Government one single Minister alone cannot adopt a £ oli 2
whether he be a Chief Minister or the Minister-in-charge of a portfolilg KX
policy is to be adopted and ways and means inimplementing such a 01.' ;
to be left to the Cabinet as a whol‘e. Therefore whatever advantage thgrclcy 5
be in having one of the Hon’ble Ministers, namely, the Minister-in-charge in il
an Advisory Food Council as Chairman, 1t has lost practically its value on a by
of the nature of joint responsibility in the Cabinet. ook

_Sir, of late, I find that a debate in this Hou :

reasons. The first reason is that generally we fail tgcseleosii Zi‘i{:t Just for twq
although every Government speaks that there are two kindys of our own nose
called a short term policy and the other is called a long ter policies, one is
to notice the benefit of the long term policy as we fi dm measure. We fail
criticisms either thisway or that way whenever any stat nd many defects and
hon. Member on the floor ol the House, and the defect cment is made by any
sory Food Council, might lie in the complacency of ct in t.he working of Adyi-
members with the ivsignia of their party, “the sn alp 'arucula,r’ section of our
themselves as the snow capped mighty Himalayas Ofow t“: “..te' Lap- Th_CY consider
nobody else possesses any grain of patriotism; or if t}?a riotism. According to them
like the highest peak in the Alps, Mount Bl’anc Itc'y have they may be termed
at the same time it is called “Blank’ ! I notice'd 1. is the highest ‘mountain but
and interpellations here. The greatest Sl‘atesmants}ll(sz lti\:;j irtlrf}?;l ; fl . tthfe' ?ebatcs
% P : I = <
into the views of the other side a‘nd bemg chantablennGts Construct{i:o ri ooking
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Now,

In this connection, Sir,
my friend the present Chief W
arma, who was kind enough

The subject matter of
of the State of
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certain 10 1 acts *\\.'ILI-(:I! some Hon’ble
1 I n. Members imputcd certain f: C
Ministers rasied
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to say t

1 i ; ted by
I congratulate the attitude Wl’ll_c:h “Pi?rnaad%?landr;
.’hipbof the Congress Party, Srijut

hat they are open to conviction and they

lons from any quarter whatsoever. I also
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I therefore request each hon. Member to rise above party politics, give this
harmless resolution a charitable construction and either enlarge your present
Food Advisory Council, keeping in tact your own Chairman, or, on account of
the difficulties which I have already ‘mentioned, experiment with another
committee with a non-official Chairman. After all, what does this resolution
recommend ? It simply says “the Government of Assam do appoint 2a
committee with a non-official Chairman to examine the present Procurement
policy of Government and to advise on the methods to be adopted in future to
ensure the maintenance of supplies for the rationed population”.  Well, if my
suggestion is adopted I would request my hon. Friend Mr. Hardman to delete
the words ‘‘rationed population”. et this committee go into the matter of
procurement and, incidentally, of increased production for the entire populat on
of Assam and not merely for the rationed population. As has been said by my
hon, Friend Mr. Nilmoni Phookan and probably another hon. Member, that the
rationed population consist of only 10 per cent. of the total population,
whereas 90 per cent. of the people are suffering from the pangs of hunger due to
shortage of food-grains and cereals. I also request the Government of Assam to
enlist the sympathy, support and whole-hearted co-operation of every party in
this House and take a deputation to the Centre and impress upon them that the
position of Assam is so calamitous that they must come to our aid immediately. /
It has really pained me to see that whoever has been coming to Assam from the
Centre for the last 12 months has only preached self-help and nothing more! I
myself was not present at a cerrain meeting which was addressed by my Hon’ble
Friend Srijut K. Munshi, who was a colleague of mine in the Constituent
As's‘embly and the Drafting Committee for three years; in that meeting
Srijut Munshi lectured to Assam not to be panicky and to resort to self-help,
whi.lc his consort addressing a meeting at the Assam Club during the same
period advised the people of Assam to give up rice and to eat the kernel of the
stone of mangoes and kachu sak whereas it has been brought to my notice that
the same honourable lady, who advised us to depend on kachu sak, had to be fed
with vitaminised carrot. Her host or hostess in a certamn public function was
seen carrying a tray of juicy, luscious, big and golden coloured carrots for the
honourable guest as she had been ordered by the doctor to eat more vitaminised
food, and therefore what is sauce for the gander is not sauce for the goose!

Sir, I am obliged to you for the courtesy shown to me and to my hon. friends
who have kindly listened to the few words that I had to address in pin-drop
silence. I again request both the Government side as well as hon: Mr. Hard-
man to accept the suggestions that I have made during the course of my speech
I also want to request each hon. Member that in future let us not debase our
debates to a verbal duel between the representatives from the same district— 3::;
;?ll{l'llrf)%l up a new symbol and ideology while the other continuing the previous

Thank you, Sir.

Mr. J. S. HARDMAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, T have i .
after the very eloquent ard inspiring speech which we hi:wreu;}::]'i:gl{ fl-’m.Ch to say
Leader of the Opposition. We are glad to note. that iliness s the hon.
eloquence or his grip of affairs and we hope he will syon };é [':J]llrmt it o 0
he can contribute fully to the deliberations of this House y Testored o, that

I detect in the speeches of many hon. Meml|
2 3 ¢ g DErs a cunvictl :
ossibly out of party loyalty, felt that it was essential for a.('cuem?c AR
that there were ulterior motives behind this Resolution! 1 a;:ll 'lt?f'lji(tlot}bi Imadc
: é at I was

\
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i vital
even accused of not being serious on what I regard as the migsilz sm:lorlrlssz;?gy ia
subject which is facing  Assam to-day. I was accused o ] mv;ng o0 SHBLL
interests of the Tea Industry in view. In my Resolution I ha ir'lohe Oraiiting
concerned with the rationed Population. As the hon. Leader of the 3 pfationcd
has pointed out, the difficulties at present are not confined solely to the

. . ider the
Population. I welcome his suggestion that this Conr_lmlttec _should 'Const?]fz::t 2
needs of the whole Population of Assam. It is undesirable, in my view,

- . ']1
ulation should he Jeft to go hungry. While I ad_;mt i‘ll\lzaét ;n
the beginning I wag Pressing the difficulties of those consumers who
rationed areas I readij]

¥ agree that the needs of all should be fully considered.

Sir, the next point is that there
standirg about th

way it would overr;

Seems to have been a great deal of m_xsundcl;
h I proposed. It is suggested that in soglrllt
» or dictate to it or force on Governm s
ight regard as unacceptable. That Ce?tal;hz
was not the intention, nor can it be regarded as in any way inherent in t :
scheme. Tt is (he Intention that we should have some kind of Blalmt
Trust, in order”to discover what s the size of the problem and w 1?11
it, and to use the maxém{l_lcd
Ive this problem which has so long E':tltcc
based on the ground thata commi i5e
ng and afforded po solution of the problem. I have nel v
said that the fooq situation cap only be solved by the appointment of tfl}r
committee, Al that Was intended wag this experiment should be given a fair
trial : that all sect his House should make a united effort to pool their
brains and abjlj;

r Y in order to see whether there are ways and means of ovcr;
Coming our present difficulties. T gq MOt contend that other solutions are no

possible.  There are many ways of Procuring food and it would be entirely a

tonly by the appointment of this Committee
can the problem be solyed. Ut 1 maintain that j¢ i up to the House to try
every method in order to overc

€xperience and knowledge.in order to so
solution. Then there

was the criticiam
could not solve anythi

.. T am grateful to the Hon’ble Minister, Revenue for giving me an opportu-
nity to retract a statement which j made earlier. I made the suggestion that
the o Of. rg?qmsmopmg WEre to some cxtent determined by the wishes of the
Hon’ble Ministers, The Hon’ble Revenue Minister states that this was not a
fact. I €an only assure hip, that My statement was based on information wh’xch
I had received: accept withoyt reservation the statement of the Hon’ble
Minister of Reve_nue, and T am glad to note that the reguisitioning was left
entirely to the discretion of the Jgcql officers and that there was no political
interf‘ercnce.. To conclude, am indebteg (o hon. Dr. E. H. Chaudhury for
the 1nformat}1qﬁ thalt t}I‘ehFOOd Procurement AdViso;y Committee is due to meet
tomorrow, ough I haye b_een a Member of the Committee for some years,
I have not upto this tire Teceiveq ANy intimat; f this meeting. It seems to
me somewhat unsatisfactory thaq 3 mml}tltmatl?n ?_ this e I et
without full and due intimatiop, to itg Inenllbzi 3 ;fns 11:'1el:s,,sinﬂ for more consul-

tion with this Procurement Qop, ittee . L i hat ungrate-
e e ke this criticismg | €It may he regarded as somew Ing Hak
ful f'or.me to ma bl ount¥y ut belieye Government will recognise t 12
there is a considera et : 1otk to e done by members of these comunit-
tees before a committee mee S’alllf' t B N Ve Diaatioal Sssistance ialine
procurement policy and Van-ousf mnl-.(‘fd atters, hope now that as the Govern-

ment have remembered U.NS L(‘(])ntiriltltec they i see that it meets regularly so
- pr- ifliculties ¢ 2,
long as our present diflic

: 1ave no wish to embarass Govern-
: i oo later date
sing this Motlon, Ut T hope, that at some late !
ment any way by pressi T ‘
Govcmmént may reflect and wonder Whethe, 1t would not be a good idea to
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rittee to look into these affairs. I feel this inde-

appoint an independent Comn
pendent Committee could produce results which the more formal Procurement

Advisory Committee is unable to do. Sir, as I have said, I do not wish to press
this Resolution against the opposition of Government, particularly as we feel that
certain value has emerged from the debate that has occurred to-day. With these
words, Sir, I beg leave of the House to withdraw my Resolution.

The Hon’ble the "SPEAKER : Has the hon. Member leave of the House
to withdraw his Resolution ?

(Voices—Yes, yes.)
The resolution stands withdrawn.

Shri SATINDRA MOHAN DEV: Teidfe Az, wletE Qi @3
swialt  Celie ¥4 GO Jzs A S@ifn A2 GpioE S|
g . Fawiceers foaigay i @2 sutals ‘B3 (table) Frafeaiy |
s ool TeBT SEFpTS  *pH) M (9, RITIBT T fAiwe
aitg | T g FifT 4Ee 20 Qif 712, 9N IR 92 IR G@iE wig
BAfrs Az | w2 @I wEAE Tefs TR Sl giifes, fefi
a7 FCE AT FF T A A Ax1al BAFIAS FHAF G FGAS 7 |

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: In view of the special circumstances
stated by Mr. Dev, T am disposed to allow him to move the Resolution later
But the first thing that will be taken up day after tomorrow will be his Resolu-

tion.
Now Srijut Nilmani Phookan will please move his Resolution.

Resolution to Secure Funds from the Government of India to effect
Improvement on various matters of the State

Srijut NILMANI PHOOKAN: In view of the fact that topographical
riverain and rehabilitation problems of Assam  as after effects of disgstr ,
Earthquake have become an all-India issue, beyond the capacity of a St01és
Government to tackle, and as Assain and its frontiers are strategic poinés? (&
whole India in every respect, and as future food sufficiency, irrigation, com o
cation, cheaper transport, soil-fertility will now depend’ largely on Con,ljmllm'
Earthquake affected rivers of Assam, big and small, and as a large nun gO- of
hills and plains people affected by last Earthquake aud its attendant fl ::l it e
river erosion are to be rehabilitated elsewhere, as Dibrugarh and Séd'oo A
shall have to be protected at enormous cost, this Assembly is of opinio ]yil b
Government of Assam do place these major issues before the PG ’n that thq
India with every details and press for necessary funds by way of Comernment c_»t
bution to effect these improvements and accommodations und entral Contri-
scientifically treated. er a continuing plan
In moving this Resolution I have in mind t o i j
Quetta and Assam which in recent times have ca'gzte(gle;; Eal_‘hquakc of Bihar,
only the State or the Centre, but the whole civilized Ilcl:lluf.h havoc that not
rescuc of the people of the disastrous states in variou50l” : have come to the
Stats we have seen in 1897 that Great FEarthquak ways and in our own
Lower Assam with hills, and after 50 years this Ef}rtcl e which devastated the
Upper Assam \ﬁrith the hill areas and these natural (‘:aia:r%liltaiﬂ;: I;.?;:i (it{?)vastatedhthe
i L - i ; 2 30 years, have
not, it seems allowed the “terra-firma™ of this unfortunate State to Zettle: after
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fifty years of the Earthquake of 1897. There were topographical and- river
changes in the Lower Assam and the hi

e hilly portions in the Southern Assam. lIn
this Earthquake, similarly the same topsy turvy happcncd which devastated tlrtlz
Upper Assam and the Northern Hills. So this question has become so large an
vast that it will not be possible for us to tackle as a State  We must take into
consideration the fact of this State being as one of the frontiers of India, and we
must take into consideration also the fact that as Kashmir is the North-West
Frontier of 1India, similarly Assam is also the North-Eastern Frontier of India.

th > due to its importance as a frontier State, due to its
strategic position of T dia, we fought in the soil of Kashmir against the aggres-
sive human elements po matter what financial commitments we had to bear as a
whole, Similarly Indj, had to face with another kind of aggression from
Nature, and there also we are to face it, :
) (At this stage the Fopps, Speaker vacated the Chair and the Dsputy Speaker occupied
1,

I remember, afier the Great Earthquake, that indomitable Statesman, our
Prime Minister—when he came to the devasted areas,—ask us to muster courage
to fight against the Nature and Prove our mettle in the midst of calamities. It
is a fact that natyra] element may be uncontrolable but still humanity must exist
mn the midst of aj) calamities. We are unfortunate in having these natural cala.

mities recurring off anq on but still we as a people shall bave to live here. We
cannot leave thj

because of these natural calamities. If this is
accepted, then we sha]) have to rehabilitate our society, our country economi-
1 > in the midst of all these calamities which may
mean mint of money for the purpose. The time has come, when our Finance
Minister even May mnot think that he will be able to carry this big colossal
project on his shoulder, Therefore, we in all earnestness should be able to cop-
vince the Central Government that this question of rehabilitation of the State of
Assam, after the Great Earthquake is primarily the responsibility of the
like the case of Kashmir because of her strategic position, which was
concern of the Government of India. Itisfor our convenience th-at we have
been federated and there are majorand minor problems, and the major problem
must be the concery B Covernmsatior Tadia® S0 is the case of Pakistan’s
aggression, in whijch we had to spend mint of money in the case of Kashmir,

936 a

Centre,
the primary

s opEPUTY SPEAKER: The How'ble Member is telling about
Kashmir affairs, ‘ ;

Srijut NILMAN] PHOOKAN: So this is the concern of the Government

h money as wag
¢ Centra] Government had to spend as muc ‘y

by the Govern-
0Ing that wor cperts who have been sent 4
ment of Indja ¢, é;xa sR2orky ST He experts who -y changes of Assam due to after
mine the topographic and other change: 11 affected
effects of st Eart k S A big and small allected,
quake and how the courses of river, All il
and how thege changes 1, f the State. these
R 8¢S have affected the whole economy 0 . amined
things have heep, to so : d others being examined,
. me extent already examined, an 1
and 1 believe they haye . > o the Government also. In
ioh SRt their recommendations to t
the light of those CXpert "eommendations and other matters that have sopRed
up in the course of these fe, months, T believe our Government should impress
the Government of India th,¢ the change of courses of the rivers have for the
tlmc: being gr?at_ly affected our people ing Sl cr‘OpS and other economic aspects
of lives. This is the It and prior necessity according to our point of
view and that these rivers shoulq pe cm!ltrolled as far as possible, otherwise this
country will get barren CVery year and the food crops cannot grow more and
more. On the other hand the demangq of the people for food is increasing every
day. So unless there is 3 solution of {}e problem, whatever paper schemes, or
our debate or public criticisms might be, it will not solve the problem as a whole,

most Urge
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1t is said ““It may not be possible to control the Brahmaputra, it is out of ques-
tion ;: and we cannot think that Government of India will help usin any way
in this matter.” _ r .

1f they have taken up such colossal river control projects elsewhere in o.ther
States for future economic wealth of the country, why here in Assat.n such projects
of controlling rivers which might be the Brahmaputra and other rivers cannot be
thought of in the face of such disasters which ha\_'e affected_ our whole economic
life due to floods and other calamities brought in the trail of the great eart}_l-
quake ? It may be that a river like the Brahmaputra could not be trained, but 1t
might be possible to divert its superfluous volumes to some other course on the other
side of the hills. Take the case of Kopil which brings out a big volume of water
affecting the district of Nowgong. Possibly by adopting some such methods at it
sources might make the river l)rmg.lcss volumes of water te Nowgong. In this
way rivers can he controlled but it is not my business to suggest how that can be
done because I am not an expert in that matter. But I do feel that when such
bigger schemes have been undertaken in othgr States, \\rh_y in Assam alone such
schemes have not been taken ?  For the protection of the Dibrugarh town the Go-
vernment experts have already advised to spend, as .far_ as my information goes, an
amount of 60 to 70 lakhs of rupecs. If the town of Dibrugarh can be saved from
the erosion, it must be saved—no matter what the expenditure might be, Let it
be 2 crores of rupees. Why the qucrumcnt of India should not be able to give that
92 crores for the protection of this important town when this 2 crores can be gotten
as revenue from that area within a few years ? If the Brahmaputra takes a different
course towards the south, who knows even the vast tract of lands of Assam will be
affected. Of course the question is a colqssc::ll one and therefore it is beyond the
capacity of this State Government. But it is our just demand that these rivers
should be controlled in such a way so that they may not affect the soil conditions
of our country. Sir, the river arterics are the very life of a nation and if these
arteries are choked then the whole country i1s gone. In all carnestness I have
moved this Resolution in order to bring these factors to the notice of the Gov-
ernment of India who have been taking an effective interest in this matter and in
view of the fact that this great disaster has evoked sympathy and active assistance
of people from 4 corners of the world and such a great shock which shocked the
whole civilised world, it 1s the bounden duty of the Central Government to do
something in the matter. It is not an ordinary catastrophe for a tiny State like
Assam, At the same time we Car‘mot ignore this tiny State. It is the main gate—
sentinel of the whole of India. Therefore if we do not protect the strategic State,
who knows some day the whole of India might suffer for this neglect. With this
hope of fulfilment by the Central Government and with all earnestness we want to
place this matter before our Government in the name of our distressed people and
devasted country so that they readily accept th_:s Resolution. We lay bare all these
facts before the Central Government and not tie their hands with this project or
that project, we leave the whole matter to be thrashed by them. T move this Re-
solution for the acceptance of this ﬂousc and I believe Government will have no
difficulty in accepting the same. nljhcre Is no intention of tying the hands of the
Central Government. It is a free Resolution for the consideration of our G
ment and the Gentral Government and to find out a solution of these Olrlern.
which are beyond our power to solve. Let us in one united voice bolzliob c:ﬁs
representatives of the people and Government place this matter before the }(}iov?
ernment of India.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : The Resolution moved :
««That in view of the fact that topographical, ri T e
roblems of Assam as after ei’ﬁ_:cts of disastrous Eart},;qtlz]f:n}?avacndbc?;:igﬂ:shgﬁ
India issue, beyond the capacity of a State Government to tackle, and ag Assam
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and its frontiers are strategic points for whole India in ever:
food sufficiency, irrigation, communication
now depend largely on control of Earthqua
small, and as a large number of hills and
and its attendant floods and river erosion
ibrugarh and Sadiya towns shall hav
embly is of opinion that the 3

y respect, and as future
» cheaper transport, soil-fertility will
ke affected rivers of Assa m, big and
plains people affected by last Earthquake

are to be rehabilitated ~elsewhere, as
¢ to be protected at enormous cost, this
overnment of Assam do place these major issues
before the Government of Tndia with every details and press for necessary funds

y way of Central Contribution to effect these improvements and accommodations
under a continuing plan scientifically treated.”

;b Hon'ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: Madam, Deputy Speaker, the
main purpose of this Resolution as far as I have seen is to effect an improvement
Into the conditions that have

been created by the last earthquake and to improve
the devastation that has been done by the earthquake to the riverine areas and
that this Government should make plans and request the Government of India to
implement those plans. 1In short, Madam, what the hon. Mover wants to do in
this Resolution we have been doing that since the earthquake of the last year.
The hon. Mover has admitted thag this Government had constituted an Expert
Committee with the approval of the Government of India. This Committee was
constituted with a vie

W to see what is to be done in regard to the changes made by
the earthquake of last year in the Earthqua

ke affected area and also to the rivers
in that zone. That Committee came and examined as far as possible the areas
concerned and also the rivers in question. After their examination they made
certain recommendations one of which js ab

out measures for training of the rivers
and the improvement of their regime. This recommendation was according to
one of the terms of reference laid down for the Committee. T may read out thig

récommendation of the Committee: ¢“To this problem the Committee has given
considerable thought. Rivers in the northern areas are very unstable with very
steep  slopes.  and  high silt charges which they are unable to carry,
Consequently their bers are continuously silting up and whenever any
obstruction occurs in the bed, spilling takes place which some times result
in change in course of the whole river. The whole area is at present in the stage
f building up. The situation has been greatly aggravated by the land sliges
which occurred on an extensive scale in the hill areas during the ear}t]hqu?ke‘ The
topography of the country is such that the rivers will continue changing their
courses for a considerable time yet and any attempt at Stralgl—flem?g o aMAlising
them at this stage will end in fajjupe specially in view of the fact -t Lo
tion of silt from the hills has yet to N akand may retard the deepe?tlmg of
the.Si]tf:'d up beds. We consider that removal of snags from the be Sham oS
sading in the reaches are the only measures we can recommend at t 1e 'lza_resent
moment.” 1s recommendation they had to give after careful examination. of
the changes that occurred are still going on in the beds of those rivers. About
Permanent training of TiVerss a3l have tead out from the recommendations, they
are of opinion that the presentis not the time. But regarding immediate rel_lef
they have Suggested certain measures and those measures we have been executing

as far as practicable, Re ¥ the heds of the malles
rivers and steps taken hy . 08 the removal of snags from

us £ d by me yesterday in
reply to the Resolution govec;) rg}}; (ing;am}gel?gShc},ﬁensrita];z}irar}r}l Das and as such
I do not like to speak about them again to-day. . .

As regards financia] help from the Government of India in the repair of
damage done to the bunds, buildings, roads etc., I may say that they have been
kind enough to give us half of the expendit;]re ;equired as their share. They
: : Sent to their credjt whatever expenditure is incurred
by us in the repair of the damage done to our bunds, buildings, roads, etc.,

L
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belonging to this Government. They have also agreed to contribute some share
of expenditure required for repairing of the school and some other buildings that
are owned by the Local Bodies and for repairing of the semi-Government school
buildings. In all these cases we have been getting aid from the Central Govern-
ment. But I agree with the hon. Mover of this Resolution that to do what is
required to be done to the whole area devastated by the last earthquake, and also
to the rivers it will not be possible for this Government to meet the expenditure
necessary. So we requested India Government to come to our help. At our request
they have agreed to help us as their share, as I have stated above. We have also
requested them to help us with funds that will be necessary to control in some
way or other the small rivers so that some protection can be given to the people
who are at present subjected to annual flood damage and erosion. In future also
we expect that Government of India will be coming to ourhelp in such cases. On
our request when Government of India has shown their favour to us, I think it is
not necessary to pass this Resolution in this House and send the same to India.
But if the House desires that the proceedings of the Assembly in this connection
are to be sent to them then we can do it to comply with the wishes of the Flouse
as well as the hon. Mover of the Resolution.

With these words, Madam, I request the hon. Mover of the Resolution to

withdraw it.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Do I understand that the hon. Mover of this
Resolution is seeking leave of the House to withdraw his Resolution ?

Srijut NILMANI PHOOKAN: Not necessarily, Madam, I mean, not at
this stage. If the House want to continue to debate on the Resolution, lét them

do it first.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Then we shall continue to discuss on the next
sitting of the Assembly.
The Assembly was then adjourned till 10 A.M. on Thursday the 30th August

1951.

SHILLONG : R. N. BARUA
The 3rd November 1951. Secretary, Legislative Assemb{y: Assam
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