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e

Proceedings of the Second Session of the Assam Legislative Assembly
assembled after the first General Election under the Sovereign
Democratic Republican Constitution of India.

b The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 10 A.M., on
L ¥ Monday, the 15th September, 1952.

PRESENT

! Shri Kuladhar Chaliha, B.L., Speaker, in the Chair, eight Ministers, the
two Deputy Ministers, one Parliamentary Secretary and seventy-two Members.

g [
¥
L ]
| t QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
; {
- STARRED QUESTIONS
(To which oral answers were given)
Amount earmarked for Garo Hills District oat of the amount allotted
5 for use in Autonomous Hills Districts
Shri EMERSON MOMIN asked :
*14. Will Government be pleased to state— : o e
: (@) What amount has been earmarked for the Garo Hills District
: during the current budget year (i.e., 1952-53) from the allocation
:_ ; of 39 lakhs of rupees for use in Autonomous Hills Districts ?_
i (b) What are _the heads under which the money would be spent 1n the
3 Garo Hills district during the current budget year ?
:
: Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister) replied :
,E 44. (a)—A provision of about Rs.35'5 lakhs was made in the current year’s

Budget for the development of Autonomous Districts under Article 275 of the
Constitution including a sum of Rs.18'5 lakhs for road construction in the
| Autonomous Tribal Districts of- which Rs.1,20,000 -was earmarked for the
construction Df_thc Dalu-Baghmara road, in tbe expectation that this amount

® would be sanctioned by the Government of India as grant-in aid for the purpose
during the current year. ‘The Government of India have since sanctioned only

a sum of Rs.27 lakhs as grant-in-aid for the development schemes in the

f Autonomous Districts for the current year under Article 275. The allotments
| z for the various development schemes are accordingly being revised as to fit them

in éﬂ-the overall grant-in-aid of Rs.27 lakhs sanctioned by the Government of
India.

Allocations out of this grant-in-aid from the Government of India are made
scheme-wise and not district-wise. The following schemes which will be financed
out of this grant will benefit the Garo Hills district also. The allocations
pmposed for the Schgimes Whicl-] are being formulated exclusively for the Garo
Hills have been specified ; but in the case of those schemes which cover all the

: Autonomous Districts no separate allocations have yet been decided upon for the
Garo Hills, but it 1s intended that out of the total expenditure to be incurred on

such schemes, a fair proportion of the expenditure would be incurred in the
Garo Hills.
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I. EDUCATION '

(i) Grants-in-aid to Secondary non-Government schools.—The Gover i
have allocated a sum of Rs.20:]é00 for this scheme as against of?,lgcmsntt:::- O(f}‘-o{*réfxlf
ment’s demand of Rs.55,120. By suitably adjusting the expenditure on the
other schemes, it is intended to raise the allocation for this scheme to Rs.55,120
as originally proposed by the State Government. A fair proportion of this
alloc?pi)oxé \.;:i!u be expended in the Garo Hills.

i) Scholars hips.—The State Government had suggested isi
Rs.53,000 for this scheme but the Government of Indiag = have aalch))cra?t‘n;ﬁmnon(l)f
Rs.20,000 for this purpose. By suitably adjusting some of the other scheme 3l(;
is intended to raise the allocation for this scheme to Rs.53,000 as ori insjll1
suggested by the State Government. A fair proportion of this amount w%ll aby
expended in the Garo Hills and on Garo students by way of scholarships e

(iti) Construction of High School buildings ai Ture.—An allocation of Rs.24,500
has been made for the purpose against the State Government’s den;an’d i
Rs.69,346. In addition, a-sum of Rs.42,275 has been provided in the curr Ot
year’s State Budget for the purpose of construction of a Girls’ hostel at Tura =

1I. MEDICAL

(i) Establishment of a dispensary at Rongjeng.—An allocation of Rs.20,0
been made for this schen}e. _ o ,000 has
(#1) Reconstruction ¢ dispensary  buildings at Baghmara.—An all i
Rs.10,000 has been made for this scheme. allocation of

1II. AGRICULTURE

(¢) Administration and  extension (officers and  staff ).—A total allocation of
Rs.1,30,000 has been made for this scheme and a fair proportion of this amount
will be expended in the Garo Hills. No allocation separately for the Garo Hills

has been made. :
(ii) Construction of quarters for officers and staff.—The allocation for this scheme

has not yet been finally decided upon.

1V. FORESTS

(z) The construction of the following roads and bridges will be taken up
(a) Construction of timber bridges on the Thapa-Songsok Road,
(b) Tmprovement of Thapa—Sqngsok Road.
¢) Construction of timber bridges on the Damra-Mendipathar Road.

An allocation of Rs.30,000 has been made for the construction of these roads

d bri .
cHChes V. COTTAGE INDUSTRIES

(z) Stipends Jor {raining in various Cotmge Indusmes..w{& total .allocation of
Rs.8,500 has been made for the award of stipends for training of suitable persons
from the AutonoImous Districts in Cottage Industries. 'Supends will be awarded
to suitable candidates from the Garo Hills for this purpose, but no separate

allocation for the Garo Hills has been made.

(i) Grants-in-aid 10 Private individuals for encouragement of Collage Ill([;{ﬂrzgs._ A
lump sum allocation of Rs.9,000 has .IJeen made for_ thlls P}lrcli’_os_el Oli all the
Autonomous Districts. Grants-in-aid will be made to s:mtab e individuals from
the Garo Hills who are engaged in such Cottage Industrics.
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VI.—SERICULTURE AND WEAVING

\F (i) Boakata societies ...) Provision of Rs.50,000 under (i) and
: (¢7) Contribution to indivi- p Rs.2,000 under (i7) has been made for
duals. J all the Autonomous-Districts.

No separate allocations have been made
for the Garo Hills, but it is expected that
a fair proportion of these allocations
will be expended in the Garo Hills.
VII.—CO-OPERATIVE

() Entertainment of Co-] A lump sum provision of Rs.1,00,000 has

operative staff. r been made for all the Autonomous Dis-
(%) Grants-in-aid to  Co- | tricts under these heads. A fair propor-
. operative Societies. J tion of this provision will be expended in
the Garo Hills. -

VIIL.—PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT ROADS

(i) Tura-Damra Road.—Survey on this road will be taken up and a provision
of Rs.8,000 has been made for the purpose.

(i) Daiu-Baghmara Road.—A sum of Rs.1,20,000 was proposed in our deve-
lopment proposals under Article 275 during the current year for the construction of
this road. Survey work on this road had been completed earlier, but in view of
the proximity of the road to the border, a realignment and fresh survey was con-
sidered desirable. The new survey is now in progress and a sum of Rs.80,000 has

4 been provided for the purpose. Construction of the road will be started as soon
as the survey is complete, and whatever funds are necessary for the purpose will
be provided.

(b)—The heads are as follows : —

(1) Education.

(2) Medical.
- (3) Agriculture.

(4) Forests.

5) Cottage Industries.

56) Sericulture and Weaving.
(7) Co-operation.

(8) Public Works—Roads.

P (9) Miscellaneous.

Shri EMERSON MOMIN : May I know, Sir, from the Chief Minister
B whether the allotments shown now will be spent in the current financial year ?

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): Yes, Sir, we want t0 spend

every farthing of the allotments. Rather in case of road Sonstruction we may
ask for more money. :

Maulavi Md. UMARUDDIN : Under whose direction, Sir, the principle
of allocation of fund schemewise and not [districtwise has been adopted ?

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): All the schemes were sent
) to the Government of India for approval and accordingly allotments were made.

Maulavi Md. UMARUDDIN: Were the schemes approved districtwise and
on what basis the priority was fixed ?
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Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): The whole idea is that
we prepare five-year schemes regarding construction of roads, educaticn, etc., and
send them up to the Government of India, but we want the money that is to be
spent for the current year for all the schemes. Government of India approves some
schemies only. This is the meaning of ¢ scheme-wise »*,

Maulavi Md. UMARUDI?IN: May I know whether at the time of sending
up schemes the needs of the various Autonomous Districts are taken into account ?

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): That is always done, Sir.

Maulavi Md. UMARUDDIN:  Are priorities assigned to the different
schemes ?

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): Yes, Sir.

Kokrajhar-Patalpuri Road
+Raja AJIT NARAYAN DEB of Sidli asked :

#45. (a) Isit a fact thata project to connect Kokrajhar with Pat

was started a few years ago in the district of Goalpara

(b) Isita fact that a portion of the said road from Kokrajhar upto
the bf'fmk o{lthe Terang was almost completed ? P

¢) Isita fact that sign board at Kokrajhar still indi

) called Patalpuri Road ? J indicates a road

(d) Is the project abandoned now ?

(e) If so, why ?

alpuri

+Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister) replied :

45. (a)—Yes from Post-war Fu_nd in December 1948,
(b)—A portion of 27 miles from Kokrajhar to Adab

leted. P T
complet ¢)—The information is being collected.

4)—and (e)—The bal_ance length of the road hag been incl 3
years’ De(velopment Plan and is proposed to be taken up as anénfv}]fgﬂ&ﬁdi
are made available.

ari  has been

ulavi Md. UMARUDDIN : Sir, certain roads were taken up und
post-zlf:‘ development plan as far back as 1948-49 ; some of them werg cgr,f;lefilg
but others were left incomplete. May I know whether these incomplete “roads
would be taken up and whether any money has been provided for them ?

Shri RAMNATH DAS (Minister): These will be taken up when funds
1 he available in future.

Maulavi Md, UMARUDDIN :  What will be the relative priority in taking
up these incomplete projects ?

wil

e %STfé—li;;;;&“t.‘;ﬂ;ﬁags—p_uﬁim q-ucstinns on authorisation.
h

5 Z . bsent Shri Ramnath Das (Minister) replied

+As Shri Siddhinath Sarma (Minister) was absen ) replis

the questions.

L]
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Shri RAMNA'TH DAS (Minister) : Priorities were fixed in 1949-50. Those
roads on which more than 51 per cent. of the expenditure had been incurred
received priority over the other roads. Some of these were included under the
Development Plan and some were also considered by the Road Communications
Board.

Protective measures against the threatened erosion of the Dhubri Town
and Assam Access Road at Bilashipara

Maulavi MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN asked :

*46. (a) Are Government aware that the Dhubri Town is now threatened
with erosion by the Brahmaputra as a result of the erosion of Panchpirerchar
which existed as a buffer so long ?

(b)) Have Government received any report in the matter from local
officers and if so, have Government deputed any expert to inspect the course of
the river, etc., and report on remedial measures ?

(c) If not, do Government now propose to depute an expert to visit
Dhubri immediately ? ;

(d) Tf the reply to the first part of question () above is in the affirma-
tive, what protective measures do Government propose to take against the
threatened erosion of the Dhubri Town ?

*47, (a) Are Government aware that the Assam Access Road at Bilashipara,
i.e., 29th mile from Dhubri is being threatened with erosion by the Gaurang
river ?

(b) If so, what steps, if any, have Government taken for the protection
of the road ?

+Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister) replied :

46. (a)—Yes, Government have received reports that Panchpirerchar has
been eroded and channel past Dhubri Town has developed.

(b)—Yes, the place has been inspected by officers of the Embankment
and Drainage Branch and proposals for temporary protective measures have been
submitted by them.

(¢)—This does not arise in view of reply to 46 (b) above.

~ (d)—Taking protective measures against erosion of Town is primarily a
Municipal responsibility, and in case the Municipality or the rate-payers are
prepared to contribute towards the scheme the matter may be examined by the
Government.

47. (a)—Yes. .

(b)—Permeable screens (with bushy trees, etc.), in the river channel to
promote silting and bamhboo spurs for protection of bank were provided but
most of these have been damaged and washed away by July (1952) floods.

A survey of the riveris being taken up and further protection by spurs and
pitching with boulders are proposed.

Maulavi Md. UMARUDDIN : s it not a fact that some experts from the

Government of India visited our State to examine some of the towns affected by
the Brahmaputra ?

Shri RAMNATH DAS (Minister): Yes, Sir.

_ TAs Shri Siddhinath Sarma (Minister) was absent Shri Ramnath Das (Minister) replied the
questions,
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Maulavi Md. UMARUDDIN : Which are the towns the experts visited ?
Shri RAMNATH DAS (Minister): They went to Dhubri also.

Maulavi Md. UMARUDDIN: On what basis the cost of protecting a town
from erosion will be divided between the Municipality and the Government ?

Shri RAMNATH DAS (Minister): Government will decide about the
ratio when they will get concrete proposals from the Municipality concerned.

Exclusion of Namati Mouza from the Mikir Hills District
Shri BIMALA KANTA BORA asked :

*48. (a) Will Government be pleased to state if any representation has been
made to Government or {ht* Governor of Assam by the non-Mikirs of the Mikir
Hilis portion of the Namati Mouza for exclusion of Namati Mouza portion from

he Mikir Hills District ?

(b) 1f so, will Government be pleased to state if any action has been
taken or proposed to be taken by Government for a revision of the boundary ?

- (¢) Isit afact that the Mauzadar of Namati has still been collecting
land revenue from the Namati portion of the Mikir Hills District ?

*49, (a) Isita fact that a portion of the areas of the Mikir Hills district on
the border of Nowgong district has been encroached upon by unauthorised
occupants ?

(b) If so, whatsteps have been taken by Government to remove the
encroachers ?

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister) replied :

48. (a)—Yes.

(b)—On 3rd October, 1950, the Governor appointed a Commission un-
der paragraph 14 of the Sixth Schedule to the Constitution to examine and report
on the boundaries of the Mikir Hills Autonomous District. All parties and groups
interested in the matter were represented on the Commission. The Commission
after examining all aspects of the matter, and taking into account the representa-
tions submitted to it by the various groups and interests, submitted its report with
its recommendations regarding the boundaries of the Mikir Hills Autonomous
District. The report of the Commission along with the recommendation of the
Governor and an explanatory memorandum regarding the action proposed to be
taken on the report by Government, namely that the recommendations of the
Commission would be accepted and implemented, was laid before the Assam
Legislative Assembly on 27th March, 1951. On the same day a rosolution to the
effect that Government’s proposals be accepted was unanimously adopted by the
Assembly. The boundaries of the Mikir Hills Autonomous District were notified
by Government in accordance with the recommendations of the Commission
which were accepted by them and approved of rby_the Assem}_al.y, on the 13th
April , 1951 in the Gazette. It is premature to con_sxdcr the revision of the bgun-
daries, fixed so recently, at this stage, but if in the light of experience to be gained
in future it is considered desirable that the present boundaries should be revised,

 the matter will be examined further.

LS
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¢)—Yes. Heis Mouzadar also for the portion of the Namati Mouza
falling in the United District of Mikir and North Cachar Hills.
49. (a)—Yes.
(b))—The Deputy Commissioner, United District of Mikir and North
Gachar Hills has been ordered to summarily evict some 200 to 300 families who
encroached on lands in the district in June, 1952. In respect of those who hold
refugee certificates and have been living in the district for several years, Govern-
ment have allowed them to hold the lands now in their possession.
Some Bodo Kacharics have been living in different mouzas in the district for
2 to 6 years. As they are also tribals they have been allowed to retain the lands now
in their possession on condition that they do not encroach on any other lands.
The Deputy Commissioner has been directed to survey the Jands now in possession
of the encroachers and the Bodo Kacharies and prepare records of such lands so
that it could be ensured that they do not encroach on other lands.
Government have however received report that in most cases such unauthoris-
ed encroachments were connived at by certain Mikir Gaonburas.

Shri BIMALA RANTA BORA: Isitnot a fact that the portion of the
Namati mouza which has been included in the Mikir Hills is predominantly
inhabited by non-Mikirs ?

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): In fixing boundaries some
non-Mikirs residing in the outskirts might have been included as boundaries are
generally fixed on natural demarcations, administrative convenience, etc. Shri
Motiram Bora, who comes from Nowgong, was the Chairman of the Commission
and he had a fair idea about the place. :

ghri BIMALA KANTA BORA : Was public opinion consulted before the
recommendations were made ?

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister) : There was some appre-
hension in the minds of the non-Mikirs included in that district that their interests
might be jeopardised. But they were given an assurance thar their interests would
be safeguarded. As a matter of fact some non-Mikirs were nominated to the
Mikir Hills District Council to represent their interests.

-
Shri BIMALA KAN_TA BORA: Was there any representation from the
non-Mikirs after the partition was made ?

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister) : At the time of inaugura-
tion of the District some. non-Mikirs gave expression to their apprehension that
they might not be treated faicly by the Mikirs. I told them that since the district
was created to safeguard the interests of the Mikir minority in the State, it was
expected that the Mikirs would also protect the interests of non-Mikir minorities
in their district. 1f they do not Government would take all steps to see that

interest of minority is protected.

Shri KHORSING TERANG: Sir, fiReiis Representation @ifzez 12
fq g TFAT AN 9@ W P A W chal TZFm A wfe T
calgAn Ao T P

Shri DHARANIDHAR BASUMATARI: Is there any agitation among the
Mikirs to drive out the non-Mikirs ?
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Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): There was some allegation
to that effect, but on enquiry it was found that the allegation was incorrect, Sir,

Shri BIMALA KANTA BORA: Can Government give an approxi
idea of the non-Mikirs living there ? FoE Gl

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister) : It is a new question, Sir
I want notice of it. : :

Shri BIMALA KANTA BORA: Can Government give an id
areas of the non-Mikirs included in the Mikir Hills ? B anCeaaottthe

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): There are Mikirs also in
those areas, Sir. So it is difficult to say.

Shri DHARANIDHAR BASUMATARI: About my question regarding the
agitation, Sir......

Mr. SPEAKER : That has been replied. The allegation was found to be
not correct.

Shri BIMALA KANTA BORA: Can Government give an approximate
figure of the refugees ?

“Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): About 200 to 300.

Shri BIMALA KANTA BORA: None ofthe :efugees would have been
allowed to settle down without permission, Sir.

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister) : Some of the Mikirs who
were in difficulty lived with some of the Mikirs there as guests and they settled
down in some places. It will be hard for the Government to remove them.

Shri BIMALA KANTA BORA : Arc there more refugees settling there ?

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister) : No. New-comersill not
be allowed to settle.

Self-help Projects
fRaja AJIT NARAYAN DEV of Sidli asked:
*50. Will-Government be pleased to state—

(a) Ifany amount is provided for payment to the public to encourage
Self-help Projects ?

(b) If so, what is the amount (to be shown separately for each District)
sanctioned ? :

(¢) If the replies to the above are in the affirmative, whether Govern-

ment propose to appoint Advisory Boards for distribution of the
sanctioned amounts ?

TQuestions were put by Shri Ranendra Mohan Das on authorisation.
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Shri MOTIRAM BORA

50. (e)—Yes.

QUESTIONS
(Minister) replied :

1063

(5)—Rupees 3,50,000 has been provided for this year for the purpose.

Keeping an amount of Rs.67,5
balance has been distributed
lows :—

General Districts—

Dhubri

Goalpara
Barpeta

Gauhati
Mangaldai
Tezpur

Nowgong
Sibsagar
Jorhat...

. Golaghat

11. Dibrugarh
12. North Lakhimpur
13. Silchar
. Karimganj

15. Hailakandi

LN oY R Wi

Provinctal Rural Development Fund

00 in

the Provincial Rural Development Fund,

to different Subdivisions and Districts as fol-

Rs.

15,000

10,000

12,500
20,000
10,000
11,000
19,000
10,000
10,000
10,000
15,000
10,000
10,000
10,000
10,000

1,82,500
67,500

[EE———— e

2,50,000

Allotments for the Sixth Schedule Districts for the year 1952-53 are as fol-

lows :—

1. North Cachar Hills and
2. Naga Hills

3. Garo Hills

4. United Khasi and Jaint
5. Lushai Hills

Mikir Hills

ia Hills

Rs.
13,000
17,400
17,400
34,800
17,400

St

1,00,000

(¢)—Reconstitution of the Self Help Advisory Boards is under considera-

tion of Government.

Quantity of whole wheat purchased by Government for Assam

Shri BIMALA KANTA

BORA asked:

#51. Will Government be pleased to state :—

(a) What quantity o
ernment during

(b) Whether any whole wheat was sent to

during the two years mentioned above a
¢) How much wheat was sold out during t
is now lying in the different godowns of Assam ?

quantity

f whole wheat was purch
1951-52 and 1952-53 an

ased for Assam by Gov-
d at what cost ?
the tea gardens of Assam

nd, if so, what quantity ?

hese two years and what
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(d) Whether there is any prospect of sale of the stock now lying in the

godowns ?
(¢) Ifnot, what probable loss is likely to be sustained by Government

on this account ? .
(f) Whether it is a fact that most of the stock now in the godowns has

become unfit for hurnan consumption ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE (Minister) replied :

51. (a)—Total whole wheat purchased on Assam Government account at
Calcutta was 14,42,806 mds. 9 srs. and 3 ch. during 1951-52 and 2,24.,576 mds.
21 srs. and 11 ch. during April 1952 to July 1952 at a total cost of
Rs. 3,06,77,434-0-6 pies. :

(b)—A toral quantity of 18,41,400 mds. of whole wheat was sub-allotted
to the Tea Gardens in Assam during the two years mentioned above to be moved
on their account, Besides the said sub-allotment, a further quantity of 1,09,606
mds. 11. srs. 7 ch. whole wheat was issued to Indian Tea Association out of the
stock purchased on Government account.

(¢)—OQut of the above total purchase on Government account a net
quantity of 1,90,783 mds. 36 srs. 154 ch. whole wheat was received at different
stations in Assam during the two aferesaid yvears. Out of the ahove receipt
a total quantity of 1,31,890 mds. 36 srs, 151 ch. had been disposed of upto 30th
August 1952 leaving 2 balance of 58,893 mds. only in different Government

Procurement Godowns.
(d)—Yes.
(e)—Does not arise,
(S )—No, but to avoid any possible deterioration steps have been taken
to dispose of the same by milling locally. :

Shri BIMALA KANTA BORA : : For how long this 14 thousand and odd
maunds of whole wheat has been lying in the godown ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister): It seems, it is very diffi-
cult to say for how long this quantity is lying in the godowns. When the stocks are
received, they are despatched to different stations wherefrom they are distributeq
But I cannot say for how long this particular stock has been lying in the godoWnsi

Shri BIMALA KANTA BORA: What was the last date of receipt ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister): Since July last, and
after that time we have not received anything.

Shri BIMALA KANTA BORA : Did the hon. Minister-in-charge, in coupse
of his visits to Mufassils, cxamine any of the whole wheat ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister): In some places.
Shri BIMALA KANTA BORA: What are those places

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE (Miaister): I havescen at Gauhati
personally, and in jorhat, I have seen the sample.

o

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMU : Is there any Procuring Agent for the
whole wheat ?

y.
Ty
¥ ¥
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Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER JEE (Minister): Sir, the Goyernment of
India allot us the wheat which is taken delivery at GCalcutta. From there we
bring cerfain quantity share and the rest is milled by Messrs. Shaw Wallace and
Company at Calcutta and they send the wheat products to different stations in
our State according to our directions.

Maulavi Md. UMARUDDIN : What is the percentage of deterioration of
wheat in stock ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister) : When the entire stock
will be exhausted, we shall be in a position to know that.

Maulavi Md. UMARUDDIN : Has the Hon’ble Minister found any wheat
in stock attacked by weevils ? -

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister): No, Sir, it has not come
to my krowledge.

Maulavi Md. UMARUDDIN: Isit a fact that a large stock of atta is lyingA
undisposed ?

£ Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister): That is a new question,
1T.

Maulavi _Md. UMARUDDIN : Isit a fact that large stock of wheat product,
namely, atta, is lying undisposed in Lakhimpur ?

Shei BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister) : 1 am sorry, Sir. T can-
not give answer to that question ofl-hand ; it may be so.

Shri RAMESH CHANDRA BARQOAH : May I know whether itisa fact
that when atta was issued in lieu of rice in Dibrugarh Subdivision, there was com-
plaint from public that the atta supplied was not fit for human consumption ?

Mr. SPEAKER : How can the question of Dibrugarh arise here ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER JEE (Minister) : 'This does not arise, Sir,
but I am ready to answer it. The question is this ; this very idea of issue of atta
is repugnant to most of our people, because we are ‘accustomed to take rice and
whenever we received atta in lieu of rice naturally the clamour is there. But we
had to issue atta in lieu of rice under definite instruction from the Central Govern-
ment. In the rationed areas we give 50 per cent. of rice and 50 per cent. of atta.
I am also one of those who prefer rice to atta because of habit.

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: The atta which is being supplied at
Karimganj has been declared by the Public Analysist, Ascam the other day
as unfit for human consumption.  Will the Government take steps to stop such
bad atta from pushing it to consumers ? I mean the portion of atta which is
declared as unfit for human consumption at Karimganj—if it is so—will the
Government issue orders not to issue the same to the public through ration cards?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE (Minister) : This question does not
arise, but I am answering it, as it involves a vital question. The atta which is
found to be unfit for human consumption will never be issued to the puhlic, Thisg
is the standing order of the Government, Sir, |



1066 QUESTIONS [ 157H St
UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

(To which answers were laid on the table.)

Mobile Clinic for Medical Treatment in out-lying villages
Shri SARJU PRASAD SINGH asked :

22. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) Whether there is any arrangement for Mobile Clinic to give medi-

cal treatment to those people living in out-lying villages of the
State of Assam ?

(b) Ifso, whether such Mobile Clinjcs are fitted with X-ray equipment
and operating table ?

(¢) Whether Government Propose to make the necessary arrangement tc

pgive ag least one Mobile Clinic in each Subdivision of the
tate :

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister) replied :

- 22, (a)—Yes. There are 12 (twelve) travelling dis
the State. Government have also sanctioned anothe
tioning due to shortage of medical personnel.

(6)— No. '
(¢)—No such proposal is under the consideration of the Government,

Maulavi Md. UMARUDDIN : Sir, many Members have n
ed copies of Unstarred Questions from No.22 onwards,

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: YVes Sir,
copies of the questions.

pensaries functioning in
r 10 but they are not func-

ot got the print-

we have not got

Mr. SPEAKER : These are questions of the 12th. All the Members were

supplied with a copy on that day. In this connection will you please

Ncl)).g3 of the Assam Legislative- Assembly Rules, which Yread}; :-—“Alr]mtl::?usﬁlélsz
appointed for any day and not dxsposed_of on that dayshall stand over until the
next day of the session available for business of' the class to which it belongs®,
So the questions which could not be taken earlier have been taken up today.

Veterinary Dispensaries in Goalpara Subdivision
Shri HAKIM CHANDRA RABHA asked:

23. Will Government be pleased to state — s
(a) The number of Veterinary Dispensaries in the Subdivision of Gog].

ara ? s
(b) Are these sufficient for the whole Subdivision ?

(¢) Do Government propose to establish more Veterinary Dispensaries
in the Subdivision of Goalpara ?

(d) If so, have Government selected suitable sites f(?)r the purpose or
willit be done by the local authorities {

i
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Maulavi ABDUL MATLIB MAZUMDAR ' (Minister) replied :

23. (a)—Two.
(b)—No.
(¢)—VYes.
(d)—The matter is under consideration.

Officers of the Medical and public Health Departments who
joined the Military Service in 1942-13

Shri SARJUPRASAD SINGH asked -

24. Will the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of Medical and Public Health be
pleased to state—

(a) What were the concessions granted to the Medical and Public
Health Department officers and doctors by the Government of
Assam who joined Military Service in 1942-43 ?

(b) How many Assistant Surgeons were deputed to Army Service from
the Public Health Department of Assam ?

{¢) How many of them had their active military service counted double
for pay and pension ?

(d) Whether any discrimination was made in giving these concessions
to some Assistant Surgeons ?

(¢) What are the names of those Medical and Public Health Department
Officers who joined the Military Service and who were given the

concessions as per Governmen: Communique, dated Shillong, the
28th January, 1943 ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister) replied :

24, (a)—The concessions granted are as laid down in items 1-3 of the
Government Communique, dated the 28th January, 1943.
(b)—Forty-eight Assistant Surgeons (4 Assistant Surgeons I and 44
Assistant Surgeons 1I) were deputed to  Army Service from Public Health
Department.

(¢)—Four only. Some cases are under consider e e =
full information has not yet been received.

d)—No.

Ee)—Two lists, one showing the names of the officers who joined the
military service and the other showing names of officers and doctors ~ who have
been granted the concessions up-to-date according to the communique, are placed
on the Library table.

Treaty between Sohbarpoonjee and the Government regarding
sharing of income " from limestone quarries

Shri A. ALLEY asked:

25, (o) Are Government aware of the Treaty between Sohbarpoonjee
and the Government regarding sharing of income from limestone quarries
within Sohbar ? ; . '

(b)) What is the share of Sohbarpoonjee from the mx‘:?me of the
Komorah limestone quarry paid by the Assam-Bengal Cement Company to
the Government ? .

(¢) Do Government propose to pay the share of Sohbarpoonjee to
the fund of the United Khasi-Jaintia Hills District ?
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Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister) replied:
25. (a)—Yes.
(b)) —The share of Sohbarpoonjee has been 50 per cent. of the royalty
or 50 per cent. of the dead rent, whichever is paid by the Assam-Bengal
C-ment Company, the lessee of these quarries as being greater of the

two.
(¢)—Under paragraph 9 of the Sixth Schedule to the Constitution such

share of the royalti.cs accruing each year from licenses or leases for the
purpose of prospecting for, or the extraction of minerals granted by Govem:
ment in respect of an area within the United Khasi-Jaintia Hills District
as may be agreed upon between Government and the United Khasi-Jaintia
Hills District Council, is to be made over to the District Council. " From
the date_of its coming into being therefore, a sharc of the afore-referred
to royalties will be made over to the District Council. What this share
would be will have to be agreed upon between the Government and the
D:strict Gouncil., and failing such agreement it will be determined by the
Governor. It is not necessary that the District Council’s share of the
royalties should be the same as the share hitherto paid to Sohbarpoonjee.

Kamrup Anusandhan Samity, Gauharti
shri RAMESH CHANDRA BOROOAH asked :

96. Is it a fact that the Government of Assam make an annual
contribution. to the Kamrup Anusandhan Samity, Gauhati ?

Shri OMEO KUMAR DAS (Minister) replied :
26.— Yes.
Allotm.ent of areas to the Backward and Plains Tribal for

Community Project, Ford Foundation Schemes and
Community RBlockk

Shri DHARANIDHAR BASUMATARI asked:

97. Will Government be pleased to state whether any special consi

Y ide-
ration has been made for the Backward and Piains Tribal ppeople in the
matter of allotting areas for Community Project, Ford Foundation Schemes

and Community Block ?

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE (Minisier) replied :
27.—Yes.

Registefed Public Works Department Female Contractor

Shri SARJUJ PRASAD SINGH asked:

28, Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) The numbe of Government registered P
female contractors in Assam ?
() What step Government has ta
field of business ?
(¢) How many female contractors have been gi
contracts in Assam ?

shlic Works Department

ven Government building

ken to encourage the females in this

A
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Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister) replicd :

28. (a)—There is no system of registration of contractors in vogue in the
State. A record in the form of a Register of Contractors doing work in each Pubic
Works Department Division to show the type and value of work done every
year and in the manner in which this is done by each contractor is
maintained.

There are, however, a few {emale contractors werking  in some of the
Divisions.

- (b)—None whatsoever.  Public Works Department settle contract on the
basis of competitive tenders which is well known to  the public and it is open to
all whether male or female to submit tenders. There is no bar for females to
submit tender when called for. In case any female submit tender for any work
it is given due consideration along with others on merits, if other conditions, etc.,
are fulfilled.

(¢)—The information is being collected.

District Transport Officer, Cachar

Maulavi NAMWAR ALI BARBHUIYA asked :

29. Will Government be pleased to refer to the answer given to Unstarred
Questions No.5(e)—( /) asked by the Questioner during the last Budget Session
“of the Assembly on the 22nd March 1952 (Gf.pp.441-442 of the Assembly Debates)
and'state whether all complaints against the District Transport Officer, Cachar
have since been enquired into and the steps if any, taken against the official ?

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister) replied :

29.—The complaints were enquired into and gener
A case of alleged assault on driver, Manindia Ch.
have been filed before the local Court,

ally found to be baseless.
Chakravarty, is reported to

Sub-Registry office at Anipur

Shri NANDA KISHORE SINHA asked :

30. (@) Will Government be pleased to state the reason for shifting the Sub-
Registry Office at Anipur (Karimganj Subdivision) ?

(6) Where this Sub-Registry Office will now be located ?

Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY (Minister) replicd :

30. (aj & (b)—Therc is no Sub-Registry Office at Anipur. The question of
shifiing does not arise. Some people of Ratabari Police Station in Cachar want

a Sub-Registry Uffice at Ramkrishna-nagar while others at Anipur. The matter
is under consideration of Government,
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Reclamation works of the Puni Haor

Shri NANDA KISHORE SINHA asked:

31. (a) Will Government be pleased to state the reason for non-starting the
reclamation works of the Puni Haor so far though the survey has been comp leted

long before ?
(5) Whether the work of this project will be completed in the ensuing

winter season ?
Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister) replied :

31. (2)—The estimatc and plans for the scheme is under preparation and the
work is proposed to be taken upin hand in the next cold weather. The delay
is due to the fact that, in addition to land survey, hydrological data have to be
collected for a season or two before a detailed and correct scheme can be prepar-
ed. :

(b)—Attempt will be made to complete the work before the next rains, if

possible.

Improvement of Road Communication in Cachar District
shri NANDA KISHORE SINHA asked 3

32. (a) Will Government be pleased to state whether they have lately got
ublic representations regarding the irregular maintenance of Silchar-Kabuganj
and Dholai-Koloship Road which is one of the most important and heaviest
vehicular traffic roads in Cachar ?
(b) If so, what action is going to be taken for immediate improvement of
this road ?
33. (a) Do Government propose to take up roads from (1) Sonai to Matina-
gar (Didarkhosh)-Amraghat »ia Bauri and Kachudaram (about 14 miles) and (2)
Silchar-Chincoori (about 31 miles) which are situated in the most backward
and thickly populated areas and also the first ones in Procurement area of Sonai
* Thana immediately for ameliorating the condition of the suffering people ?

(d) If so, when the works will be started ?

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister) replied :

Moinul Haque Chaudhury,

e Shri ;
32. (a)—No. One letter however from Shrl o mabari-Sonai Road and

M. L. A., has been received with regard to Silcha

Sonabari-Kabugan] Road.

(b)—Arrangement for proper maintenance of the road has already been
of this road has been recom-
for improvement out of
ent of India’s appro-

made. . 3
33. (a) (1)—Yes. The first section (5 miles)

mended by the Assam Road Communication Board
“Petrol Tax Fund”, at a cost of Rs. 2 lakhs, and Governm
val to this proposal has been asked for.

(2)—No.  The scheme has not been recommended by .thc Assam Road
(ommunication Board.

¥
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(b) (1)—The work on road at question 33 (a) (1) will be start

1071

ed as soon

as the preliminaries regarding approval of Government of India to the Scheme,

Administrative approval and Technical sanction are completed.
(2)—Does not arise so far as question 33 (a) (2) is concerned.

Shri NANDA KISHORE SINHA: Are Government aware of
that the maintenance of this road is not being made properly ?

the fact

Shri RAMNATH DAS < (Minister): Whether it has been done in the

meantime or not, I cannot say.

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: With reference to question No.33,
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state when the work will be actually

started ?

Shri RAMNATH DAS (Minister) : When I have said that a
has already been made, that means that the work will be taken up by

tive Engineer as soon as possible.

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : _Arrangement may be
May I know when arrangement will be made for actual operation of

Shri RAMNATH DAS (Minister) : I have already said tbat th
Engineer will take up the work as soon as possible.

rrangement
the Execu-

in paper.
the work ?

e Executive

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY : May 1 know the approximate time

that would be taken for completion of arrangement and when the w
actually started ?

ork will be

Shri RAMNATH DAS (Minister) : I cannot say about the approximate

time but I can only say that it will be taken up as soon as possible.

Mr. SPEAKER :  Will it be taken up before the end of the financial year ?

Shri RAMNATH DAS (Minister) : Yes, Sir.

Reservation of lands for Plains Tribal People

Shri DHARANIDHAR BASUMATARI asked :

34. Will Government be pleased to state the steps hitherto taken
giving pro tection to the Plains Tribal people in regard to lands ?

35 Ts it a fact that there are many landless people among the P
and that many of them are being deprived by the more advance
getting lands even within the Tribal Blocks in several

the Rangia Circle ?
Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Mi.nister) 1’(‘:p]ied .
34— For the protection of the backward classes mainly Pl

of the State and also for their yvclfare in so far as such welfar
having sufficient Jand for their maintenance, Government have

by them for

lains Tribal
d people of

places particularly in

ains Tribal People
¢ depends on their

amended the
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Assam Land and Revenue Regulation, 1886 by adding a chapter to it, viz.,
Chapter X, under the provisions of which areas predominantly ivhabited by the
tribal people have been constituted into Tribal Belts and Tribal Blocks in the
plains districts of the Assam Valley except Sibsagar. In those Tribal Belts and
Tribal Blocks, for the benefit of the backward classes, transfer of periodic land
has been restricted and in the matter of settlement of waste land also preference

is given to the aforesaid people.

35.—There may be landless Tribal People but Government have no informa-
tion that such people are deprived of lands by people of advanced Community.

Shri DHARANIDHAR BASUMATARI: Is it a fact that the suggestion
has been made to the Deputy Commissioners to exclude land from Tribal Blocks
and make settlement with other non-Tribals ?

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister) : No, Sir.

Government of India grant for improvement of Highways in
Assam

Shri SARJU PROSAD SINGH asked :

36. Will Government be pleased to state—
(@) The total amount of grants received from the Government of India
for the improvement of highways in Assam from 1946-51 ?
(b) Details as to how the money was utilised ?

(¢) How long the portion of the Trunk Road between Dhansirj bridge
and Moran in the Sibsagar District has been lying unsurfaced ?

(d) How long it will take in macadamizing this portion of the road ?

(¢) Whether it is a fact that this road is completely macadamized in the
Kamrup and Nowgong Districts?

Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Mirister) replied :

36, (a)—Presumably the Member refers to the National Highways in Assam
which were taken over by the Government of India for maintenance and improve-
ment with effect from 1st April 1947. The total grants for National Highways
received are as follows :(—

({)—Maintenance and Repairs of National Highways Rs.1,40,27,800
from 1947 to 1951, inclusive of 10 per cent. agency charges,

(i)—Improvements to National Highways (Original Rs.31,22,400

works) inclusive of 10 per cent. agency charges.

(b) (i)—General maintenance, F.D.R. and S.R. to National Highways
consisting of 900 miles.

(i)—Construction and improvement of roads and bridges as per list
attached. }
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National Highway (Original works) in progress (in Assam)

Job No.

242-A5—31

319-AS5—31

cen

350-AS5—31
351-AS—31
352-A5—31
353-AS5—31
556-A5—37

473-AS—40

342-A5—40
454-AS—40
417-A5—317
418-AS—317
524-A5—317

508-AS—38
579-AS—317

Name of work

Constructing Buxirhat-Agomoni-Golokganj Road
N.H.31.

Construction of footpath along the Bhogdoi bridge
N.H.37.

Decking of Dehing bridge at Margherita N.H.38.

Metalling Agomoni-Buxirhat Section of N.H.31.

Metalling Agomoni-Golokganj Section of N.H.31.

Surfacing Agomoni-Buxirhat Section of N.H.31.

Surfacing Agomoni-Golokganj Section of N.H.31.

Improvement of the road within Goalpara Munici-
pal area leading to the ferryghat near the Circuit
House—(1°53) miles.

Partial reconstruction of abutments of the Umiew
bridge at 14th mile of Shillong-Dawki Road—
N.H.40.

Reconstruction of bridge No.49/9 on G. S. Road—
N.H.40.

Spec/i,al protective works to Shillong-Dawki Road—
24/1.

Surfacing A. T. Road in Jorhat Division (miles
194-209).

Surfacing A. T. Road miles 209-223 ( Jhanzi to
Sibsagar in Lakhimpur Division).

Surfacing works on A. T. Road in Lakhimpur

Division in 1951-52 (N.H.37) (Sibsagar to
Khowang).
Part I1—226-44

Part I1—245-56

Metalling and surfacing Makum-Digboi
(N.H.38) miles 308-324.

Construction of bridge over the Kullong River at
Nowgong N.H.37.

Road

(9)'——8‘72 miles of the road in this section was surfaced before 1947.
The remaining length which has been a gravelled road has since been taken

rfacing as follows :—

194—209—During 1950-51,
209—223—During 1951-52,
226—256—During 1951-52,
157—189—To be taken up in 1952-53,
(d)—Surfacing work on the above portions is likely to be completed as

Miles 194—209—During 1952-53.

Miles 209—223
Miles 226—256

Mainly During 1952-53.
&

Wholly during 1953-54.

Miles 157—189—Partly during 1952-53,

Mainly during 1953-54.

Wholly during 1954-55.

(e)—Yes, this was done at the direction and cost of the then War Trans-
port Department of the Government of India during the War period.
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Manager, Borbam Tea Estate (Sibsagar)
Shri SARJU PROSAD SINGH asked :

37. (a) Is it a fact that a garden Manager can appoint his own lessee
Manager in L. M. Shop with the approval of the Deputy Commissioner ?
(b) Is it a fact that the Manager, Borbam Tea Estate (Sibsagar) did
not recommend the name of the present lessee Manager of Borbam L. M. Shop,
nor his name was approved by the Deputy Commissioner, Sibsagar ?

Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY (Minister) replied :

37. (a)—No. A lessee Manager is appointed by the Deputy Commissioner
in consultation with the garden Manager concerned. :
(6)—The present lessee Manager of Borbam L. M. Shop was selected in
a joint meeting of the Subdivisional Officer, Sibsagar, the Manager, Borbam
Tea Estate and the Superintendent of Amguri Tea Estate Limited, who is the
administrative head of Borbam Tea Estate. This action was approved by the
Deputy Commissioner.

*Shri SARJU PROSAD SINGH : With regard to (b), my question is, *Is
it a fact that the Manager, Borbam Tea Estate {Sibsagar) did not recommend the
name of the present lessee Manager of Borbam L. M. Shop, nor his name was
approved by the Deputy Commissioner, Sibsagar ? *’ and the reply is—¢“The
present lessee Manager of Borbam L. M. Shop was selected in a joint meeting of
the Subdivisional Officer, Sibsagar, the Manager, Borbam Tea Estate and the
Superintendent of Amguri Tea Estate Limited, who is the administrative head - of
Borbam Tea Estate. This action was approved by the Deputy Commissioner’
May I know whether there is any rule in the Excise Manual under which he was
appointed ?

*Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY (Minister) : There is nothing in the Excise
rules to prevent such an arrangement before the Deputy Commissioner gives his
sanction.

Shri ANANDA CHANDRA BEZBARUA: Is it a fact that the present
lessce Manager of Borbam L. M. Shop was recommended by the Superintendent
of the Amguri Tea Estate, Ltd ?

Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY (Minister): That is, Sir, already there.

Shri ANANDA CHANDRA BEZBARUA: My question is, Sir, whether the
lessee was recommended by the Superintendent or by the Manager ?

Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY (Minister) : I have already replied to that
question Sir, in 37(b). -

Shri ANANDA CHANDRA BEZBARUA : My information is, Sir, that the
present lessee was not recommended by the Manager of the Borbam Tea Estate
but was recommended by the Superintendent of Amguri Tea Estate, under whom

Borbam Tea Estate is included.

Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY (Minister): I have placed before the
House the information that has been supplied to me by the local authorities.
Besides that I have nothing more to say. :

*Speech not corrected.

N —
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Settlement of Government waste land covered by Dag No.3819 of Jorhat
Town Mouza

Shri SAR JU PROSAD SINGH asked :

38. (a) Is it a fact that Government waste land covered by Dag No.3819 of
Jorhat Town Mouza has been settled ?

(b) Who are the landless persons with whom the land in question has
been settled ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Deputy Minister) replied :

38. (a)—Yes, it was settled under periodic lease before the last Resettlement
of the district, which was concluded in 1929.

(b)—The Resettlement periodic patta in respect of this dag is patta
No.147, which now runs in the name of Shri Digendra Kumar Bhattacharjee.

Destruction of crops and dwelling huts by wild Elephants
Shri AARAN SANGMA asked :

39. (a) Are Government aware that—
(i) the wild elephants are destroying various kinds of crops and
are creating troubles to the poor cultivators in the District of
Garo Hills ; and
(if) the dwelling houses as well as the barn are ravaged in good
numbers in many villages annually by the said animals ?
(b)) What steps have Government taken to remove the distress of the
people from the said animals ?

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister) replied:

39. (a) (i) and (ii)—Goveinment receive occasional reports of the des-
truction of crops and dwelling huts by the wild elephants.

(b)—The following measures are taken for destruction of rogue wild
elephants and for protection of crops and persons :—

By opening Kheda and Mela Shikar Mahals.

. By opening Gajali Shikars. 2

By issuing special elephants shooting licenses to suitable persons.

A’ crop protection officer with a squad has also been appointed for
prote(:tion of crops from elephants’ monkeys and OthCr Wlld
animals. Immediately, on receipt of information of damages the
officer proceeds to the spot with his shikaries to kill or scare away
the animal or animals.

0 po

5. Rogue elephants are proclaimed immediately on receipt of informa-
tion and rewards are paid according to the prescribed rates and
any one can kill such elephants.

ghri AARAN SANGMA : May I know Sir, when the Crop Protection Officer
for Garo Hills District was appointed ?



1076 QUESTIONS [15TH Sep.

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): The Protection Officer
and the squad are meant-not only for one district but for the whole of Assam. As
soon as reports of destruction of crops and huts, etc., by wild animais are received
from local officers this Protection Officer with his squad move from place to place.

Shri AARAN SANGMA : Will Government be pleased to appoint a special
Protection Officer and a squad for the Garo Hills district in view of repeated
depredations of these wild elephants in the Garo Hills ? :

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): I am sorry, Sir, this is
not quite possible in view of the financial difficulties. As a matter of fact we have
adopted several methods for protection of Jife and property from the depredations
of these wild animals as enumerated in my reply 39(b). Besides these, we are
encouraging local people to shoot elephants by issuing shooting licenses.

Shri BAIKUNTHA NATH DAS: Will Government be pleased to say how
many wild elephants were killed in the Garo Hills District by these Protection
Officers ?

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister) : I have no information, Sir.

Shri AARAN SANGMA : May I know Sir, what is Gajali Shikar and what
is Mela Shikar ?

Mr. SPEAKER : You better ask yourself. = Question No.40 please.

Damages of Cotton in dumping places and opening of small
Irrigation Scheme in Garo Hills

Shri AARAN SANGMA asked :

40. (@) Is it a fact that large quantities of cotton from the Garo Hills
district were damaged in many dumping places in March to June 1952 ?

(b) If so, what is the quantity so damaged and what are the
causes of such damage ?
(¢) Will Government be pleased to prevent the recurrence of such

damage ?

41. Will Government be pleased to state—

(@) The number of small irrigation schemes the Government opened
in the Garo Hills upto the end of 1951 ?

(b) The amount of money spent on these projects 7 . =

(¢) Whether all these people employed in the construction ol these
projects were paid ?

(d) If not, why not ? ful ?

(¢) The number of Irrigation Schemes which has become successiu i

(f) The number of Irrigation Schemes at present not 'm WOIXINg
condition ?

(¢) The names of places served by the Irrigation Schemes men
in (f)above ?

(h) Whether Government propose to repair them ?

tionerl

o
\
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Shri FISENURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister) replied :

40. (a)—VYes, some cotton purchased by the Garo Hills Central Trading
Co-operative, 'I'ura was damaged. =

(b)—It has been ascertained from the office of the Central Trading
Co-operative, Tura that about 355 maunds of cotton purchased by that
body was damaged due to lack of godown space and exposure to sun and
early rain.

(¢)—-This is a matter for the purchasers and stockists. The Garo Hills
Trading Co-operative is not an agency of Government.

41. (a)—Thirty-eight small irrigation schemes were completed in Garo Hills
upto 31st March 1952,

(6)—A total sum of Rs.69,877-3-6 was spent on these projects of
which Rs.34,641-14-0 was Government contribution and the balance of
Rs.35,235-5-6 contributed by the public.

(¢)—Yes.

(di—Does not arise.

(¢)—All small Irrigation Projects executed have been successful,

(f)—None. :

(2)—Docs not arise.

(h)—Does not arise. -

Allotment of Government Guns-Rifles for Jowai Subdi-vision
Shri KISTOBIN RYMBAI asked

42. (a) Will Government be pleased to state the number of Government
Guns-Rifles allotted for the Jowai Subdivision ?
(b) Arc all of them serviceable and distributed to the villagers ?
(¢) Are Government aware that the number falls short to meet the
demand of the villagers ?
(d) Do Government propose to increase the number of guns for the use
and benefit of the Subdivision ?

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister) replied :

42, (a)—There are 69 Government Guns including 7 rifles at the disposal of
the Subdivisional Officer, Jowai which are allotted as and when necessary to
responsible persons in the villages for the purpose of protection of crops.

(b)—Fifty-one weapons are scrviceable and 18 weapons including two
rifles are reported to be unserviceable at present, The serviceable weapons are

allotted to villagers as stated above.
(¢)—Yes. The Subdivitional Officer has requested for the replacement

of the unserviceable guns as also for an additional allotment of ten guns.
(d)—The matter is engaging the attention of the Government.

Amounts of agricultural income-tax realised from the years 1947-48 to
1951-52 and number of assessment cases instituted

Maulavi MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN asked :

43. (a) Will Government be pleased to statec the amounts of agricultural
income-tax realised for cach of the years 1947-48 to 1951-52 from—
(i) proprictors of permanently-settled or Lakhiraj Estates,
(#1) tca gardens,
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tiii) landlords other than proprietors and tea gardens, and
(iv) cultivating tenants and landholders ?

(b) Whether any basis was adopted by Government in initiating assess-
ment of agricultural Income-tax in respect of categories (i) and (iv) ol question
(a) above, such as the limit of agricultural holdings, etc. ?

(c) If so, what is that basis ?

(d) 1f not, will Government be pleased to state the basis on which the
Assessing Officers proceed in assessing a landlord, cultivating tenant or a land-
holder under section 19{2) of the Assam Agricultural Income-Tax Act, 1939 ?

44. (a) Will Government be pleased to state the number of assessment cases
instituted under the Agricultural Income-Tax Act in each of the districts of
Goalpara, Kamrup, Darrang, Nowgong and Cachar for the years 1949-50, 1950-
51 and 1951-52 against landholders and cultivating tenants ?

(b) Will Government be pleased to state the number of cases started
against landholders and cultivating tenants in each of the districts mentioned in
question No. (a) above for the year 1949-50, 1950-51 and 1951-52 on the basis of
the following :i—

(i) in respect of agricultural holdings not exceeding 25 Bighas,

(i) in respect of agricultural holdings oyer 25 Bighas but not exceed-
ing 50 Bighas, -

(iii) in respect of agricultural holdings over 50 but not exceeding 100
Bighas,

(zv) in respect of agricultural holdings over 100 Bighas but not exceed-
ing 200 Bighas, and

v) in respect of agricultural holdings 200 Bighas and above ?

(¢) Will Government be pleased to enquire and state whether itis a fact
that even owners of small holdings for which ostensible taxable income can be
derived are being notified for assessment in the district of Goalpara ?

(d) Do Government propose to incorporate safeguards in the Act or the
rules made thereunder by way of fixing the minimum limits of agricultural hold-
ings below which no assessment should be initiated under section 19(2) of the Act?

(e) If so, will Government be pleased to elicit public opinion in the
matter ?

Are Government aware of the tax payers’ feelings that the minimum
taxable limit at Rs. 3,000 under section 6 of the Act is far too low having regard
to the higher cost of production and still higher cost of living of the agriculturists?

) Do Government propose to bring in an amending Act to raise the
taxable limit to a resonably high figure ?

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister) replied :
43. (a)—

1947-48 Rs.
(b 1,47,799
(41) 37,87,690
(11) 30,400
G 35,485
40,01,374

1948-49

{i) ses ses aue - sue 1545!000
(i1) 49,71,309
(7 20,726
{”}) see LX) Pea vee .o; 14"!533

e ——

51,51,570

Sy

o
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1949-50
Rs.
(7) 1,75,339
(1) 63,19,824
(tii) 14,479
(iv) 30,665
65,40,325
1950-51 :
(3) s 2,07,676
(1) S 75,75,490 -
(i27) 11,235
(iv) 31,881
78,26,282
1951-52
(2) 1,53,153
(t7) 90,55,039
(711} 23,347
(iv) 58,244
92,89,783

(b)—No.
(¢)—Does not arise.

(d)—The basis of assessment of Agricultural Income-tax in respect of the cate-
gories III and 1V of the question (a) is the output of agricultural produce from
land. No limit has been fixed on the basis of the agricultural holding, as the
owner of a smaller holding may earn bigger income in respect of a particular crop
if he grows double crop in the same plot of land, or money crop such as jute, the
price of which is much higher than that of paddy. The assessments are based on
actual information gathered through departmental officers by enquiries on the
spot and through the local officers who are in the know o! the things. In respect
of category (iji) the assessees generally have their accounts and if those accounts
are found reliable and in consonance with the reports obtained, the assessments
are made on that basis. If there are no accounts assessments are based on the
basis of the reports obtained after local enquiry.

Maulavi Md., UMARUDDIN: Will Government be pleased to state as
to what is the primary basis on which agricultural income-tax was assessed for
each of the years 1947-48 to 1951-52 ?

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister): Quantum of agricultural produce
is the basis of assessment.

Maulavi Md. UMARUDDIN : It is not clear, Sir. Is it not the area of

holding the basis ?
Mr. SPEAKER : That is not necessarily so.

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister): No, Sir, it is the quantum of
produce not the holding Suppose a man has 100 bighas of land and in 2
certain year he gets only one maund of produce but another has 100 bighas and
he gets 1000 maunds, in that case the quantum of produce becomes the basis of
assessment and not the 100 bighas of his holding,
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Mr. SPEAKER : That is a matter for the Agricultural Minister to reply.
Question No.44 please.

Shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister) :

44.—(a) The numbers are as follows:

District 1949-50 1950.51 1951-52,
Case ine Case in- Case in- -
stituted stituted stituted
Cachar tar b Nil 47 29
Nowgong oo 351 421 693
Darrang e & 1 50 448
Goalpara 3 200 743
Kamrup 1 © 185 710

(b) (#)-—Nil.

(i1)—Three cases in Nowgong district in the year 1949-50 and 2 cases
in Goalpara district in 1951-52. They were assessed as they had
double cropping including jute and that the price of jute and
paddy was very high during those years.

(7it)—
District 1949-50 1950-51 1951-52
Cachar o oy Nil 2 4
Nowgong 77 81 235
Darrang et Nil 10 15
Kamrup et wes Nil 10 25
Goalpara Gt 1 10 73
(io)—
Cachar Nil 16 15
Nowgong 163 227 335
Darrang 1 15 235
Kamrup et e 1 98 385
Goalpara Lk i 1 39 205
(0)— _
Cachar Nil 29 10
Nowgong 108 113 123
Darrang Nil 25 138
Kamrup Nil 77 300
Goalpara g i 1 151 463

(¢)=—No person whose land, according to land records or zemindary staff
is so small as not likely to earn assessable income has been served with notices in
the Goalpara district or for the matter of that in any district. ‘

It may so happen, however, that a person who has got sufficient land under
him according to land record or zemindary papers, subsequently contends at the
time of hearing that there has been an amicable partition or that he had made
some gifts of his lands and his share is too small as to yield any assessable income.
In such cases if the assessee can prove it to the satisfaction of the _ofﬁcer, and by
local enquiry if the statement turns out to be true, he is certainly exonerated.
But for that matter the assessee has got to be served with notices and have to be
examined by the assessing officer,
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(d)—No. The taxable limit is the income, not the extent of the holding.
Income is not determined by the extent of the holding but by the extent of the
cultivation, the nature and price of the crop, the advantages of the holding and
so on.

(¢)—Does not arise.

(f)—No.
(g)—No.

Maulavi Md. UMARUDDIN: Will the Minister-in-charge  be pleased
to state the reasons for the wide discrepancies in revenue and in the number of
cases for the years 1950-51 and 1951-52 in Goalpara district ?

shri MOTIRAM BORA (Minister): This is easily explainable, Sir.
Because in a certain year the number of assessees may be more and the amount
assessed to each men may be small.

Maulavi Md. UMARUDDIN: Naturally there are small hoarders ?

Mr. SPEAKER : You cannot argue here what are big and what are small
hoarders. :

Re-organisation of the Transport Department

Maulavi MEHRAB AL] LASKAR asked:

45. () Will Government be pleased to state whether there was a scheme
for the Government of ‘Assam to re-organize the whole of Transport Department
and if so, has that since been given cffect to completely or partly and in what
manner ? :

(b) Is it a fact that there are two offices cach separate from the other in
every district known as Motor Vehicles Office and Regional Transport Authority
Office under the administrative control of one official but having double designa-
tions as District Transport Officer and Secretary, Regional Transport Authority ?

(¢) Isit a fact that motorists and drivers pay their Taxes and Fees in
cash to the Motor Vehicles Office, but they cannot pay their permit fees, in cash
for some vehicles ?

(d) Is it a fact that permit fees are paid by motor owners to the Treasury
after obtaining the payment chalans passed from the Regional Transport
Authority Office, in doing which owners are required to visit once to the
Regional ‘I'ransport Authority Office and then to the treasury office ? :

46. (@) Will Government be pleased to state whether they have received
any representation from the Members of Legislature and other public bodies in
Cachar District against the sudden transfer of the Motor Vehicles Office from
Silchar Town to Masimpur at a distance of nearly 5 miles off from Silchar ?

(b) Ifso, will Government be pleased to state whether thty intend to
shift the same office immediately to Silchar where it was situated for so many
years past to bring an end to the public sufferings ?

47. Isita fact that two ladies have been appointed recently by the District
Transport Officer, Cachar as Office Assistants for his Motor and_ I_{cgional
Transport Authority Offices at Masimpur, without properly verifying the
character, antecedents and domiciled Certificates, and ignoring other better local

male candidates ?
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*Shri SIDDHINATH SARMA (Minister) replied :

45. (a)—The Scheme sanctioned by Government for the re-organization of
the Transport Department was given effect to from 16th October 1951 by appoint-
ing eight District Transport Officers to work under one part-time Transport
Commissioner for the administration of the Motor Vehicles Act, Motor Vehicles
Taxation Act and rules made thereunder, keeping in abeyance the post of the
whole-time Deputy Transport Commissioner for the present.

> (6)—No. Work of the Regional Transport authorities are performed by
five District Transport Officers with Regional Headquarters at Shillong, Gauhati,
Tezpur,,Lakhimpur and Silchar,
(¢)—Yes, as Regional Transport authorities have no Cashier clerks of
their own.

(d)—Yes.

46. (a)—Yes.
(b)—TItis proposed to shift the office again to Silchar Town as soon as
accommodation is available there.
47.—Of the two female Assistants one was entertained in a leave vacancy
from the 7th to 28th July, 1952 and the other has been continuing in a temporary
vacancy. Government are satisfied that she posesses the requisite qualifications.

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHAUDHURY : Will the Hon’ble Minister
be pleased to state that ever since the duties of checking the motor vehicles by the
Police department was withdrawn there has been loss to revenue on account of
evasion of tax because of less checking on the roads ?

’

Shri RAMNATH DAS (Minister): Duties from the police have not been
withdrawn.

M MOINUL HAQUE CHAUDHURY: My questionis that due to
shortness of time and as the duties were exclusively transferred to the Motor
Vehicles Department, there was less checking ?

Shri RAMNATH DAS (Minister): That is not a fact.

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHAUDHURY: Will Government propose
to appoint more checkers-to cheek the motor vehicles on the road ?

Shri RAMNATH DAS (Minister) : That is a new question.

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHAUDHURY: Is it a fact that after
opening of the new Motor Vehicles Department administrative contfol has been
improved ?

Shri RAR/INATH DAS (Minister): Yes, Sir.

Shri SAR]JU PROSAD SINGH : May I know whether taxes are being collec-
ted at District T ransport Officer’s office at Masimpur, where there is no Treasury
or Sub-Treasury P

_.L_Ks_s_hﬁ-t‘»iddhinath Sarma (Minister) was absent, the supplementaiies were answered by
Shri Ramnath Das (Minister),
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Shri RAMNATH DAS (Minister): Taxes are collected at Masimpur
because they are paid in cash, but the permit fees are paid in the Treasury.

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble Minister
be pleased to state what was the income before the re-organisation, and what was
the income after the re-organisation ?

Shri RAMNATH DAS (Minister): Definitely I cannot give the accurate
figures. The report received by me is that immediately after the separation of
this department from the control of the Police Department many lapses have
been detected by the Transport Officers.

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHAUDHURY: Is the Hon’ble Minister
aware that a Cashier-clerk of D. T. O. at Masimpur which is five miles away
from Silchar has to visit Silchar for depositing even small deposits and that the
Cashier has been put to great inconvenience for lack of communication, and that
this scanty communication has resulted also to public inconvenience and harass-
ment ?

Shri RAMNATH DAS (Minister): It may be so Sir, but, assoon as
suitable accommodation at Silchar will be available the office will be shifted to
Silchar. :

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHAUDHURY: Isit not a fact Sir, that there
was accommodation for many years at Silchar town for this office ?

Shri RAMNATH DAS (Minister): VYes, Sir, that office was attached to
the Police office, but the department was separated from the Police department,
the Police department could not spare the office to the Transport Department and
so the Motor Vehicles Office had to be transferred to Masimpur.

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHAUDHURY: Sir, with reference to reply
to 46(b), will Government be pleased to state what is the approximate time that
will be taken ?

Shri RAMNATH DAS (Minister): The approximate time Sir, I cannot
give now. As soon as suitable accommodation to locate the office will be available
it will be shifted.

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHAUDHURY: How much time will be
necessary to find the suitable accommodation ?

My, SPEAKER : I disallow that question.

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble Minister
be pleased to state that out of so many local candidates who applied for the post,
was none of them found suitable for it ?

Shri RAMNATH DAS (Minister) : The report [rom my office is that this
girl is found qualified along with others, and therefore, she was appointed.

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHAUDHURY: How is it that two vacant
posts occurred simultaneously, only females are available and no male ?

Mr. SPEAKER: Idisallow the question.
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Extra Assistant Commissioners and Sub-Deputy Collectors
belonging to Hills not passing Assamese language

Shri A. ALLEY asked :

48. (a) Will Government be pleas
Commissioners and Sub-Deputy Colle
passed the Assamese language ?

(b) Is passing the Assamese
ticu in the service ?
(¢) Isit a fact that questions in Assamesc contain difficult passages from
English literature ?
(d) Isita fact that officers are expected to have a working knowledge

of Assamese and not literary qualification ?
(¢) Are Government aware that students of the Hills, particularly Khasis,

Lushais and Garos, are not taught Assamese, Bengali or. Hindi in the Schools ?
( f)‘ Are Government aware that the hills officers, most of whom are
stationed in the hills, experience great difficulties to acquire literary excellence in

the Assamese language ?
(g) Isit afact that the hills officers have to learn Hindi, Assamese and

Bengali ?
(k) How many of the hills officers (Extra Assistant Commissioners and

Sub-Deputy Collectors) who appeared in the last Departmental Examination

passed in Assamese ?
t7) Isita fact that during the British Rule, hills officers were exempted

from passing the Assamese and Bengali languages ?
(/) Do Government propose to direct the Assam Public Service Commis-

sion to set up a special easier standard for the hills officers ?

ed to state the number of lixtra Assistant
ctors belonging to the Hills who have not

Jlanguage 2 condition precedent for confirma-

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister) replied :

48. (a)—Two Extra Assistant Commissioners and nine Sub-Deputy Collectors
belonging to hills have to pass in Assamese language.

(h)—Yes, for non-Assamese speaking officers only.

(¢)—Questions are set according to the rules regulating the examinations
in Assamese, and Government do not conmsider thatany passage from English
literature is set contrary to the standard prescribed to be followed in the matter.

(d)—Officers are expected to have a working knowledge of Assamese so
far as the examination by the Lower Standard is concerned. For the examina-
tion by the Higher Standard they are expected to know the Assamese language
with reasonably correct grammar, idioms and spelling.

(¢)—PFacilities for teaching Assamese, Bengali or Hindi are available in
many schools of the hills although they are not compulsory subjects and Govern-
ment are considering as to how they can be extended.

(f)—Officers are not expected to acquire literature,
Assamese language. :

(g)—All officers are required to learn Hindi, Assamese and Bengali except
that Assamese officers are not required to passin Assamese, and Bengali officers

in Bengali.
{h)—Two Extra Assistant Commissioners and four Sub-Deputy Collectors
appearcd_ln the last examination in Assamese, but could not pass.

(1)—No Oﬁicf!r was permanently exempted as a general ru
Assamese and Bengali languages during the British Rule.

. .. ()—Government do not consider that any lowering of the standard
prescribed for the examinations will be justified.

excellence in the

le from passing

o~

(
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Opening of Government Reserved Forest in Garo Hills for cultivation

Shri HARISON MOMIN asked:

49, (a) Do Government intend to Iay open for cultivation the cultivable
lands lying waste within the Government Reserved Forest in the Garo Hills ?

(b) 1f so, do Government propose to convert these lands into khas lands
and thus'make the cultivators free from all obligations put upon them by the
Forest Authorities ?

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister) replied :

49. (a) & (b)—Government are not aware of any cultivable lands lying
waste in the Reserve Forests in the Garo Hills. The policy of Government is not
generally to dereserve cultivable lands in the forest reserves, but to encourage

cultivation in cultivable lands available within forest reserves by accommodating
suitable cultivators as forest villagers. ot

Scheme for development of Plains Tribal People
Shri DHARANIDHAR BASUMATARI asked:

50. Will Government be pleased to state whether any scheme for the deve-
lopment of the Plain$ Tﬂbql People has been made in the Five-Year Plan of the
Government of Assam and if so, what amount has been earmarked for the same ?

Shri OMEO KUMAR DAS (Minister) replied :

50.—Yes. A Five-Year Plan for the development of the Plains Tribal Areas
has been submitted to the Planning Commission for incorporation in the Five-
Year Plan for the development of the State.  The total sum proposed to be
carmarked for the development of the Plains Tribal Areas is Rs.12i lakhs. The
Planning Commission has not yet communicated its approval to the incorporation
of the plan for the Plains Tribal Areas in the State Five-Year Plan.

Public Health Dispensary within the jurisdiction from Agia
to Lakhipur

Shri HAKIM CHANDRA RABHA asked:

51, Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) Whether there is any Public Health Dispensary within the jurisdic-
tion from Agia to Lakhipur in Goalpara District ? Jurisdic

(b) 1f not, whether Government propose to open a Public Health Dispen-
sary in this Kala-azar area ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister) replicd:

51. (a)—Thereis a Public Health Dispensary at Agia with two Sub-centre :
on the Agia-Lakhipur Road at Maladhara and Baida at a distance of 63 an(?i
10 miles respectively.

(b)—Does not arise,
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Shri HAKIM CHANDRA RABHA: Will Government be pleased to
state whether they will consider to open a Public Health Dispensary at Baida ?

Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister): If funds permit we may consider
the desirability to open a Public Health Dispensary in that locality.

Names of eommunities included in the Plains Tribes in Assam
Shri HAKIM CHANDRA RABHA asked:

52. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) Which are the communities included in the Plains Tribes in Assam ?

(6) What is the number of graduates altogether in the Plains Tribes in
Asgam ?

(¢) The numbers of graduates separately against each of the Plains
Tribal Communities in Assam ?

(d) Do Government propose to safeguard the backward communities
amongst the Plains Tribes in Assam ?

Shri OMEO KUMAR DAS (Minister) replied :

52. (a)—Boro-Borokachari, Deori, Hojai, Kachari, Lalung, Mech, Miri,
Rabha

(b) & (¢)—The information is not available with Government, as such
statistics have not been maintained.

{d)—Government are doing everything possible to safeguard the interests
of the Plains Tribal People and to promote their welfare. Government have for-
mulated a Five-Year Plan for the promotion of the welfare of the Plains Tribal
People covering the fields of education, medical relief, public ‘hcal‘th, drinking
water supply, improvement of communications, development of sericulture and
cottage industries, promotion of the co-operative movement etc., and are imple-
menting this plan within the resources available to them.

z

Number of Burglary cases under Dibrugarh Police Station
Shri RAMESH CHANDRA BOROOAH asked:

53. Will Government be pleased to state— : R
(a) The number of burglary cases registered at Dibrugarh Police

Station during the year ending 31st March, 1952 ?
(6) The number of cases detected and sent up ?
(¢) The number of cases ending in conviction ?

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister) replied :
53. (a)—269.

(b)—57.
(¢)—-3.
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Departmeﬁt of Historical and Antiquarian Studies, Gauhati
Shri RAMESH CHANDRA BOROOAH asked:

54. (a) Will Government be pleased to state whether they are now consider-

xing a proposal for handing over the Department of Historical and Antiquarian

Studies, Gauhati, to the Gauhati University ?

(b) If not, do Government propose to take necessary steps for economic
management and better utilisation of the Department as a research institution

under the Gauhati University ?

Shri OMEO KUMAR DAS (Minister) replied:

54. (@) & ‘b)—There is no such formal proposal. But the question is being

_ informaly discussed with the University authorities. But no decision has been

arrived at.

General Development of the Plains Tribal People °
Shri DHARANIDHAR BASUMATARI asked :
55. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) Whether they propose to keep some provision earmarked every
year in the budget for general development of the Plains Tribal

people ?

(b) The amount spent for the various development of the . Plains Tribal
people by the Assam Government from the year 1942 to 1951 ?

Shri OMEO KUMAR DAS (Minister) replied:

55. (a)—As the Scheduled Tribes inhabiting the Plains Districts are scatter-
ed all over the State, the development schemes which aim at the welfare of the
State as a whole, will benefit the Plains Tribal people also. Nevertheless,
Government drew up a separate Iive-Year Plan at an estimated cost of Rs.121
lakhs for the development of the Plains Tribal people and applied to the Govern -
ment of India for grants-in-aid under Article 275 of the Constitution in the year
1950. No grants-in-aid were however received from the Government of India
duri ng the years 1950-51 and 1951-52. During the current financial year, Rs.10
lakhs have been sanctioned by the Government of India as grants-in-aid under
Article 275 of the Constitution for implementing the various development schemes
e Plains Tribal Areas. This amount is being included in the current year's
ough supplementary demands to be voted by the Assembly. Simila
Il be included in the future budgets of the State to the extent of
de available by the Government of India.

in th
budget throu

rovisions wi
the grants ma

(h)—No separate accounts of expenditure incurred for the we_lfare 'of the
Plains Tribal people have ever been maintained for the reason explained in (a)
The enclosed statement will, however, show approximately the amounts
he State Government for the welfare of the Plains: Tribal people
arious heads during 1950-51 and 1951-52,

‘above.
spent by t
under the v
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Statement showing expenditure incurred by the State Government
on the welfare of the Plains Tribals under the different
departments during 1950-51 and 1951-52

Department Amount spent by the
State Government
B
1950-51 1951-52
Rs. Rs.
1. Public Health ... 2,10,905 2,067,376
2. Education (General) 4,10,640 4,59,34.0
3. Education (Primary) 7,21,666 7,21,666
4, Medical 1,15,580 1,57,590
5. Roads (Public Works Department) 2,84,563 6,20,913
6. Agriculture ok o 16,709 11,769
7. Forest—
(1) Roads 65,000 1,66,300
(2) Dispensaries e e el
8. Rural Water Supply (Public Health) 505000~ ===
9. Rural Panchayat (Rural Development) 54,000 63,000

Totalia to .. 19,29,063  24,67,954

Burglaries and dacoities committed in Nalbari, Barama, Hajo and
Rangiya Thanas

Shri PRABHAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI asked :

56. (a) Will Government be pleased to state the number of burg}aries and
dacoities committed during the period from January to July 1952 in Nalbarj,
Barama, Hazo and Rangiya Thanas respectively ?

(6) Do Government propose to adopt more stringent measures to bring
the wanted persons not yet arrested under custody immediately ?
" (¢) Is it a fact that in some places under those thanas the V1Ilagers them-
selves have caught hold of some criminals and handed them over tc Police ?
(d) If so, do Government propose to give any special reward to these
villagers for their daring and laudable service ?

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister) replied :

56. (a) —Number of burglaries and dacoities committed during the period
from January to July 1952 are shown below thana-wise :—

Number of burglary Nlé?g%:yc'f
Nalbari Police Station 57 g
Barama Police Station 19 1
Hajo Police Station 32 3
Rangiya Police Station 21 Tio Tagt AT

rin
OSE of the wanted
gtill at large and

; (b)—Stringent measures have already been taken du
Dacoity operations in the-Kamrup District and as a result m
persons were arrested.  Only a small number of absconders are
action has been taken to bring them under custody.

) (6)—Yes, at Musalpur under Barama Police Station som
Village Defence Party arrested an absconding dacoit of Goalpara
some villagers of Barikadanga under Barama Police Station rendere

¢ members of the
district and
d. valuable
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help to the Police in making some arrests and seizing some unlicensed arms during
the Anti-dacoity operations.

(d)—These villagers have already been rewarded by the Inspector Gene-
ral of Police with money rewards of Rs.50 each.

Shri PRABHAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI: What was the number of
dacoities and burglaries committed during 1951, and what was the number sent up
for trial during 1952 ? :

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister) : Materials of this period
are not available. I want notice of that question, Sir.

Mr. SPEAKER : I notice that Mr, Ranendra Mohan Das has submitted
onc amendment® to the Resolution after the discussion has already begun.

Shri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: But I think there is no objection from
any quarter, Sir. Itisan important road connecting capitals of two States,
namely, Shillong to Agartala pia Badarpur.

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHE (Chief Minister): Sir, this is purely an
indcpcndent Resolution and has got no connection with the main Resolution.
As such, I think it cannot be allowed. i

Mr, SPEAKER: Yes, it scems to me to be a new and independent
Resolution and ‘therefore I disallow it. ~ But apart from that you submitted it
after discussion already begun. You should at least have tabled it two days
before.

Resolution regarding taking up of the North Trunk Road from
North Gaukati to North Lakhimpur by the Union Government as a
: National Highway.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I was speaking
on the* * Resolution moved by my Friend, Mr. Sarveswar Barua, about taking
up the North Trunk Road from North Gauhati to North Lakhimpur as a
National Highway. In this connection I have tabled an amendment by which
I want to have the entire North Trunk Road from the western extremity of
Goalpara vie North Gauhati to North Lakhimpur as a National Highway. Sir,
before we consider this Resolution we have got to trace the background of the
Government of India’s policy with regard to Natjonal Highways.

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): On a point of order
Sir, where the Government of India is concerned, we cannot discuss anything
here.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN: But I am only giving the
background of the policy under which the Government “of India have
accepted the principle of . taking over certain roads as National Highways.
Unless we know _the background of the circumstances under which the
Government of India took up these National Highways, how can this

##Shri Ranendra Mohan Das to move: $

1 beg to move the following amendment to Resolution No,3 of Shri Sarveswar Barua in the
list of Private Members’ Resolution — 7~

CéeThat for the words ‘as a National H ighway’ at the end of the Resolution, the words

¢and the road which connect Shillong with Agartala via Badarpur, as National Highways” shall
be substituted.’ y

##% Shri Szrveswar Barua: This Assembly is of opinion that the Government of Assam do move
the Union Government for taking up the North Trunk Road from North Gauhati to North
Lakhimpur asa National Highway. : ' :
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House be in a position to know whether this Resolution is in proper form
or not. ? T am not discussing the policy, but I am only touching on the

relevant criteria to the requirements as laid down by the Goveinment of %/

India under which certain roads can be taken as National Highways. Is it
irrelevant, Sir ?

Mr. SPEAKER : Carry on.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN: Sir, as far back as 1927 a sub-
committec  was constituted by the Government of India to investigate
the whole question of road development in India and that was under the
Chairmanship of Dr. Jayakar, and that Committee, after full deliberation,
was of the opinion that the question of road development in India was
passing  beyond the capacity of the Provincial Governments and Local
Bodies and that it had become a matter of great national importance ;
therefore to that extent, important and strategic roads should be charged to the
revenues of the Central Government. These are the findings of the Jayakar
Committee, Sir. These are the circumstances under which National

ighways were taken up by the Centre because Provincial Governments

and Local Bodies were incapable with their slender resources at the}r'
disposal 1o take up development of roads of national importance. Thatis
the policy. That is the finding of the Jayakar Committee. And as a result,
the Central Road Fund was created. ”

Then , Sir, again in 1943 all the Chief Engineers of India met at a
Conference at Nagpur which formulated what is known as the Nagpur
Plan. In that conference the whole question of road development in
India was thoroughly examined by all these experts and they classified roads
under certain categories. These I am quoting from the report of the
Nagpur conference. They gave their cpinion with regard to National
Highways like this—“National Highways were defined as main Highways
running through the length and breadth of India connecting ports, foreign
highways, capitals of provinces and of large States and including roads
required for strategic movement for the defence of India’. This, 8ir, is the
basis, the ' background under which certain roads were being taken up as
National Highways. ‘

. Then, Sir, another thing, these National Highways should form also the
main arteries with which the State highways, major and minor district roads, are
to be linked and developed. Therefore, Sir, they place the roads in the following
categories ; National Highways, Provincial Highways, major strategic and minor
roads and village roads. Then again in April 1947 the Government of India
accepted full responsibility for the construction and maintenance of National-
Highways. Sir, on that basis the Nagpur Conference was of the opinion that
at least 20 thousand miles of roads should be taken up as National Highways,
Of course, Sir, after the Partition, the length _in High_ways' has dfscrc?aspd and
requirements readjusted according to the changed situation. Sir, it is clear
that National Highways are the responsibility of the Centre. Let us therefore see
whether the entire North Trunk Road starting from _the western extremity
of the district of Goalpara right up to North Lakhimpur, can be placed
on the category of a National Highway. :

Sir, WegQaﬁ] know that Assagm ig divided by the B,-ahmaputrahl 9 two
main lands, the North Bank and the South Bank. The Soutl ank s
pow served by the present Assam Access Road. This is the on 3](1Na“f’.nal

ighway in our part of the State. This road serves only a sma poxté(_)n
of the district of Goalpara on the North Bank of the Brahrnaputra. Sir,
%Ou Will find that there are several plains districts on the North Banllzh_of the
rahmaputra, namely Kamrup, Goalp ra, Darrang and North Lakhimpur.
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In population and in economic importance and more particularly from the
strategic point of view, they are as important as those in the South Bank, _if
not more. As a matter of fact Sir, owing to certain developments In
Tibet in recent months this part of our State has assumed a special impor-
tance. Therefore, Sir, unless this road is taken up as a National Highway,
there will be difficulties for movements for the purpose of defence of the
country as a whole. Sir, atthe same time we cannot develop the North
Bank of the State of Assam ona planned basis unless we take up this road
as the frame work for the development of the entire road system, namely
the provincial highways, major district roads and village roads, etc. As I
said, Sir, this road runs from one end of the State to the other and as such
it should be improved. ~ And if this road is developed it can be connected
with West Bengal and Jalpaiguri and so it will be a road of great strategic
importance. Therefore, Sir, I say that both from strategic point of view
and for national economic development, if this road is developed, it will be
a‘very important and useful road, and assuch we can rightly request the
Centre for taking up the entire length of the North Trunk Road, from the
District of Goalpara right up to North Lakhimpur. Unless we have a main
road to run parallel with the road on the South Bank of the Brahmaputra
we may have difficulties for transport on certain occasions. Already we
were having great difficulties as a result for the last great earthquake and
floods for movement of the people. So, Sir, we must insist on the appro-
priate authorities for having more roads both for economic development
and for movement of goods and also for strategic purposes. We know, Sir,
during the last flood some portions of the national highways in Assam were
breached and the railway line from Jalpaiguri to Alipurduar and Fakira-
gram and certain other places was also breached. There were also
breaches on the Assam Access Road in the district of Goalpara. Unless we
have an alternative means of communication, we shall be in great dificulty
in times of emergency. So, Sir, we must look ahead and provide alternative
means of communications for emergencies so that we are not cut off from
the rest of India. ~ Assam’s case has special importarice as it is a strategic
State and in view of the many momentous developments that are taking
place on the borders, we must take into account all the possible compli-
cations and emergencies that may arise in future and that it is time we
should take up the matter with the Government of India so that the entire
length of the road as I have suggested is taken up as a national highway.

With these words, Sir, T commend my Amendment to the Resolution
moved by Mr. Barua for the acceptance of the House.

(At this stage Mr. Speaker vacated the c hair and the Deputy Speaker occupied it.)

Shri GHANA KANTA GOGOI I want, Sir to add a few words in support
of the Resolution moved by Mr. Barua. I also fully agree with the amendment
moved by my Friend, Maulavi Md. Umaruddin, that is, the North Trunk Road

should connect..........

The Deputy SPEAKER : The amendment in question I think has not
been moved formally, because 1 do not get it here.

Maulayi MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN: Sir, I placed the amendment
in proper time and was accepted.

, Shri GHANA KANTA GOGOI: I want tosay that this proposed road
should not end at North Lakhimpur town only ; it should go right up to the bank of
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th Brahmaputra ending at Sissi and Paikmahal, that is it should extend from
North Lakhimpur right upto the bank of the Brahmaputra and in that . case the
whole length of the North Trunk Road will come right upto the boundary of
Dibrugarh which is on the north bank of the Brahmaputra opposite Dibrugarh
town. In that case it will serve a very useful purpose by connecting many
outlying Mouzas of North Lakhimpur and thus it will serve a national purpose.
This is all what I want to say.

Shri JOGAKANTA BARUA : =13 @45 A02la, |flca a1 acagal
9Bl BFT G AT T TEFATIAAT TG A FAAAT TR Afes | @2
SIACHIT TeTSl fAACAR AfAFF, IFAT 9TS TEIAFIAT  AZFA Gl [T pea
Tzt f5fp, cantfe wifr guafats @ AR @02 oF itae afiste
i@ @latr | s [AfTats Tz 9ty (oAl 3w -9157 Teds afzgades ¢
aFaF7 fIfpes Czeaz wttg | A-3iza pAlsAd Fied AW AT AIFlS, (12 IEAS
3iB9q ifzretal Sedds 37 Rats @ma 9«9 9% [{aca s @ 739-
FaCo, AFICE @ATACT ©fF SATAFI EFATA  wlew 20y, GlNEhE (ST
6 A7 wwad 3T ©F <19 (e (e T T Gt AITT  Tedigaq afSara
@I |

fashare €8 9%aa et siscg i 91 veal 9ifn A99 A93Stm §iZaa
©i% 7994 a1 | Feat a 7 (Fitm AfRfEfere? 2 72T 737 @EeFay ol AR
faateie aot F4ICB1 AFla9 aFt® G971 Reiuts  IRiwdsiia e 9t
@2 @ElFTFaT Joitsts I ifFea e @SET T 2R w1 @ity 1 siferE
A Afsawia wfmg dafe @2 AT AR Afeaw Azt wtatar am atw
afest 1 feaca \e5ets biw @ifr Tifs @ity | @t (s fig ehad «lts |
o5 @A aff @12 FEel q4F1 29, (S0 (ST qi@Tdq A4y piot
A1 % TeRawea Tzt 9iF 56 @atfe gwarsz | difsts 12 wiw=ea afw
oiF afw-ats 941 727 (SrAZCA IAAF 4 FfEIT Q) TAfF WEB O @i W
4 Slawq fAasste fasts 29 | sifers 777 Aches AtadlT @t St 1

@S2 G2 94Fd AFAFAT ApA 4w I A4y feg 1 Fw @ivErs
SERar 7AW Ratw fPpdta 727, 512 coarz aiw-AMElT TGsie Peca 3
sifgalféle ¢zt | @47 5187 7S qi3ts ST Fr3 (72 5139 ArSiAST FI79%IT @73T |
reraEAe AT 96T SIS (72 w3tz (gt IBfFEtE efte AR dieT
wdp atalq 9etd AEfce G IREtFT dq 3T 2@ 39 dAfaett T
cT4T cAlFATCA AN 0o @ AN FABT vasica AtéfFata gafe AteT FfeT |
Slge Wara S55 It ofF ©la o7 o[few 9| e am waEe @ Wiy
M8 Tife Ff37 Atfag—eta qa7 Ff77 «AtfaT sz @t @6z 7 1

: Fica2 TeAI, e, 55 aify GEaF e AR 9 9123 e

Msf Ff7ata @ North Trunk Road i cwsteta National High Way
Ffata? 7o A1 International High Way =fitaz zeF a2 @I fu e
CAltats zeF 9fs crasica frmd =37 ates |

(IR F1ACY T2 39 Gledata 9T Awiacs) AEdrEFardid e Fra A
DATICH LA FTa IS @2 Flw) gt w7 wfs Gfasa oS 97 |
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Shri KHAGENDRA NATH NATH : =iw91% 947 Tczivg, @il
35 A A I Sledia1E fich dwia @ Aras atels wife afveg, o 2sie T2
TeatgeFatda A749 Ffqee | fFacm 9tfe =it w953 North Bank s fReiscs
BaqaE, (9973 A1 A9its IH2ANE Al TS Fivn ArerEatd salpas FEl
Tiis amfE Atrrfias S Fidae 94 dffts | 9 3w-gite gstae St
Tt RAvae PedfE 3T adtm ezes |

U CTAS (AT A TheAAT wiE @ide 7 dmig cife sfaeg B afs
ArcaACatell €208 | F9NTS 2 (Tie fre Wrw «@% Ipwich IFBotar o3t QA
TeaamagacaT 28 9F 9% ABEF North Trunk Road afa «it4n @9
Afeet |

72 afltFCR) AT 5IFICT (I FACE) SfFCT 5if 517 At @ Itsipia F
9f CNasita 2199 a9 | 23T ¢F AT @ AVECH ATGT F@ |

Shri BAIKUNTHA NATH DAS: Sir, we have not received any amend-
ment to the Resolution in connection with this National Highway.

The Deputy SPEAKER: That is what I mean also. Mr. Umaruddin -
says thar his amendment was accepted.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN: Yes, Sir, Ispoke on the
Amendment . .........

The Deputy SPEAKER: It was not formarlly moved and accepted it
SeeIns.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN: Sir, that day I moved the

amendment, but it was not actually disallowed, and on the next day I
placed the amendment in proper form

---------

The Deputy SPEAKER : There is no question of allowing or not allow-
ing the amendment now. It was not moved in a formal way, but as you

have already spoken about itI allow that your speech will be in the body
of the Resolution.

Mavlavi MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN: The position is that the
other day I moved the amendment and after a few minutes the House was
adjourned and so I could not finish my speech on the amendment. WhenI
placed my preliminary remarks on the amendment the House was adjourned.
I placed the amendment with the Speaker, Sir. It might have been

lost.

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): It is not in order, Sir,
because in the original Resolution, it is from North Gauhati to North Lakhim-

ur.
P The Deputy SPEAKER : This amendment is not before the House ; so
I am sorry, it 1s not accepted.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN: It is not my fault, Sir, My
impression was that my amendment would be placed before the House,
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Shri DHARANIDHAR BASUMATARI: w5 Tziwd, 9% cofta 2T
4% ASHEE BEe  wifF qqta FArd A Ie@ Sledmts gamw
gzl | Sl Fidme s ss @t oede e sfags stEed
atm1-9i6a A7t I FF St @t =7sl wita (ris (F2AtB1e national high ways
T4l 7 oif¥dta waFie oz Afweg | wfea dAfta AR d@ Awarats  9bi
high way @7 9ty ; (% %9 Atta o (@i atw @@ a2 1 12 Flad
Teq Aitg Aohies I3 W St Fwaitneg 2TEibie 9Fa §99 ARIN9ET
A% Teq watzhitace national high way wfwta fAfwsifa  afw  cetdes
Beq ARIAEE A Gk Ffe AAfs, wediRefeta  afwa et cww
wfata Aofe ©fawd TFCal sfEca ratd atfdata faa zEceteT | o1 Ffacd
gaAPefead da Tsa  FEiIvAiacs IAT/CHE 9 Afsl, FRE @ifF gfw ore
Tfes =37 ditEm, (oA 9T GlaeaNd @49 @Feace  dtwfta Awatet
Ffeq ifs c13ch b7 atest |

The Deputy SPEAKER: 33 Bt 4t <9 ftal @ @ifi  colfcb® atwtq
T Gitatem <51 AEitat F19¢ g stase (R F4 AR 29 9ftg
TtE TeT AR IeET AAat Tey warzibiacEez | ;

Shri DHARANIDHAR BASUMATARI: =317 8%d #%147[39 #al T3
w3z Ibitacs zrae 29 | 9% cofeaiztase «% aiwichts ©ea  wdtzihia 91 oifa
SQiffcacs > AFTA At dwl ozry whg | et @ > FiRA IrwCH
T4f3tae =9 gfH 3 foifafaE |

The Deputy SPEAKER: So that cannot be allowed at this stage
Kindly confine to North Gauhati to North Lakhimpur.

Shri DHARANIDHAR BASUMATARL: zf¢ g3 #@=iie[ @l® §83
wARibT s IpEce faffea corw T2 ofe Oidfe swcall fFw a2 Fw it .

@ catal AT Reg F Facd qzo W@ FS z@ | 2 Fiwd sten 79
aB TIF FRFT FECE SfAw vASlAT Al @A giratd A Bfow | Fd
acet qeaitiad @ifIe ¥ wIET aiwible oMt @97 Faid ©fw AFiAT
9l FfeT aftel ATS A Tea aFrEa @i ASiTed a2 |

The Deputy SPEAKER: Are you Speaking Mr. Goswami ?

Shri PROBHAT CHANDRA GOSWAMI : w17 G471 Teziva, JF413
NYe Featoned fob 23 oif afvg, orch wfe el el 12
FraCed A2 (OIS AIACB AQGFIOCd AN Ffaem | w@wdy A @ten_ A
4% o[@f TACE AN BAFE SRS paFiEd ase Sfeway  (adi-faft wfee
lF 9ifi st @ 4% qels 7 43 @l WAld pait 37 T4
9TET | 12 FhAcd T2 9t Foa Aty pasicy 9 @B Eda-FA wfq B9
baFlaa Azcall Als FER A Wt e Wi FAs IwEiEe o@iEe sl
wdle  Tgadltag «F @ ©he atITh Aelmes Bt 24 wid Fiaed I
NI FIT2MCT 79 Altet | Afie 5w oledaE cifthIh  A@ 4@ 12
@ gB WM U T Ffeg, Ao efr Fiacdd AN AN
IOT T FiACA (TATT AT AWM AT | 5IFET Teqeaty Ffacg) Al® A0
AFACHF @Bl Y2 (937 Fiacd Tty sl |
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Swami KRISHNANANDA BRAHMACHARI: =qrz S0 @dters

ey G ol 1 B 182 1 B s 7 o 1 | (e (v O A e O (1 4

Fg9 AR FrERcacs - AledrFa afel b 9t F% Tea  Hftaft (e Fien S
M O TR ARSI dm Bed @srr[EcEcE @b \ed Al 97 ST
afsm o1 wEdttefFd  dal SewtaTa AGe Gt SiF SEdiERdE A9
@EFT WMICatE 1 ¢ [ 90 AR 7aw, (12 AW FpIRT FAGAT IWE AAS
Fa @itz fica o =7 | :

The Deputy SPEAKER: wtoffy omias fi @ity oite 9igs Ai=7 |

Swami KRISHNANANDA BRAHMACHARI: z3 33 #%idd foodCs

gtz | dfetw 72 9T @5 F9¢a Tom Awca 1 T3 AtNwa @R @F
321G 24 | S

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS: Mr. Deputy Spcaker, Sir, I whole heartedly
support the Resolution moved by my. Friend, Mr. Barua. Now [rom the
startegic point of view and from the military point of view and other considera-
tions, -this road is essentially necessary. Sir, Assam is surrounded on all sides by
foreigners and enemies. There is a Trunk Road on the south bank of the Brahma-
putra, but on the north bank there is none at present. In case of emergency the
areas lying on the north bank will be cut off from the rest of Assam. 1 am
grateful to the Government of Assam for taking the initiative in moving the
Central Government for taking up this matter. This Resolution in the House will
strengthen the hands of the Government of Assam in securing help from the
Central Government for making it a National Highway

With these few words, Sir, I wholeheartedly support the Resolution moved
by Mr. Barua.

Shri SARVESWAR BARUA: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I am thankful to
the Members o_f this House for the support they have extended to my Resolution.
It appears, Sir, that some of my Friends wanted me to extend the scope of my
Resolution so as to include the entire North Trunk Road in the Resolution. I would
have been simply glad to do it and it would not have been my endeavour to
exclude any portion of that road from the scope of the Resolution. As [ have

ut it in my initial speech, very recently the Government of India have turned
down that prop_osal which was put forward from this House once and again by
our representatives at Delhi. When this was turned down, it would be prema-
ture to come forward with such a request again so soon after the former was
turned down. Therefore, I have reduced the mileage almost by half. The road
from North-Salmara to Sawldhowa about 24 miles beyond Noith Lakhimpur is
about 400 miles and the road which I have taken is only 231 miles. I have
reduced the mileage by half in order to induce the Central Government to accept
this modest proposal.

Sir, my Friends will agree with me that this portion of the road is the worst

art of the North-Trunk Road from the point of view of communication, espe-
cially, the .portion from Tezpur to North-Lakhimpur. There is no railway
communication there and that part is not even served by steamer. There_ are
steamer stations on the North Bank upto Gamirighat, This steamer service is
scheduled to run on alternate days, but it is very irregular and the Steamer Com-
any do not care to see to the convenience and need of the passengers. Besides,
it has become almost impossible to board a steamer with the idea of reaching the
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destipation in time. Therefore, it is almost useless to rely on the steamer com-
munication from Tezpur to Gamirighat. Beyond Gamirighat there is no steamer-
ghat except a feeder steamer station at Badatighat. There is no other alternative
arrangement except the road communication from Tezpur to North Lakhimpur
and beyond. I have stated about the condition of communications beyond North
Lakhimpur. Even bullock carts are not seen plying. Sometimes carts pulled by
elephants are seen. That is the state of affairs in that roadless country. Therefore,
if any part of Assam suffers most for want of -communication, it is the North Bank
from Tezpur to North Lakhimpur and the area beyond.

Hill S;‘ri RANENDRA MOHAN DAS: What about communication into the
ills ?

Shri SARVESWAR BARUA: That is a different matter altogether. The
matter relating to communications in the Hills has already engaged the attention
of the Central Government and it is their responsibility to take care of them.

In reducing the length of mileage of the road as far as possible, I have not
forgotten the point of view which has been urged ay my Friend, Maulavi Uma-
ruddin. He said that portion which I have taken will not satisfy the criterion
which is necessary for an additional highway. Now, in order to bring it within
that criterion, I have taken this road from North Gauhati to North Lakhimpur so
as to connect that strategically important area of the North-East Frontier Agency

~ and the Tribal areas near about North Lakhimpur with South Trunk Road which
is a national highway and other national highway in Assam, I mean, the road
from Dawki ziz Shillong to Gauhati. To connect those national highways with
those utterly neglected and strategically important areas, this road is absolutely
necessary. The proposed national highway from North Lakhimpur to North
Gauhati will meet the other national highway of Assam at Gauhati. I have
pointed out that the road from North Gauhati to North Lakhimpur will be
practically an extension of the national highway from Dawki ziz Shillong to
Gauhati andvit will not only connect North Lakhimpur, but it will connect head-

~ quarters station of the North-East Frontier Agency, I mean Jero with Shillong.
Therefore, practically two national highways in Assam one from East to West
and the other North to South, will cross each other at Gauhati. Therefore, the pro-
posed road derives the requisite strategical importance as it will connect the capi-
tal of the State with the North-East Frontier area and it will also help to develop
that undeveloped Plains Tribal area near about North Lakhimpur and Hills T'ribal
area, which is called North-East Frontier Agency. This road will thus also meet
the criterion of connecting that area with the capital of the State which my Friend,
Maulavi Umaruddin Saheb, apprehends it will lack for which he fears that it will
not be acceptable to the Government of India. But in the aspectin which I wa?(;,
to present the proposal the road will acquire that importance and as such, I wou
request my Friends to lend support to my Resolution as it stands.

Shri RAMNATH DAS (Minister). Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, at the
outset I must say that I am thankful to Mr. Barua for moving the : esg uwl:OE,
as it will enable Government to explain the steps so far taken to move the d (I)na{n-
ment of India to accept the North-Trunk Road as a national hlghWﬂYd a; eeh
tain it by them, But Iam sorry that I shall not be able to accommocate TF DV,
accepting the Resolution and the reasons for which I am not 1n a position P
the Resolution will be presently explained by me.

(At this stage the Speaker re-occupied the Chair.)

Mr. Barua now does not like to accept a sugg
Members of the House to extend the jurisdiction of t
include the road from the border of Dhubri to Dhemaji on the gF

estion from other

he Resolution to
ound that the
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Government of India is not likely to accept the whole road. Similarly, Sir in view of
the fact that although the Assam Government have requested India to accept the
North-Trunk Road as the national high-way not only once or twice but even four
times, and when after the fourth request they have declined to accept the request of
the Assam Government, I do not see any chance of its acceptance by them now.
Therefore, Sir, I am afraid, I am unable to accept the Resolution that is before us, I
mean the Resolution moved by Shri Barua. In this Resolution Mr. Barua has asked
Government to take steps to move India for taking up the North-Trunk Road from
North Gauhati to North Lakhimpur as a national highway. Sir, we have already
taken steps in the line and therefore this Resolution now appears to be also redun-
dant—I shall explain the steps that we have so far taken to move the Govern-
ment of India. Sir, at first move was made in 1946 by our colleague, Shri Omeo
Kumar Das in the Road Communication Board. He moved that from Salmara
to Sadiya—the whole portion of the road should be declared as a national high-
way, and we should from our side move the Government of India to accept the
road as such  Since then we have been moving not only for that portion of the
road which is wanted now by Shri Barua but also for those portions which were
mentioned in the speeches delivered by some of the Members of this House.
If the House is willing to hear, I may read out all the correspondence that we
have had with the Government of India. But I think it will not be necessary to
waste the valuable time of the House by reading in detail all the letters that we
had written to the Government of India in different stages and also the letters
that we have received from them in details. If the House wants to hear them
Sir, I am prepared to read them before the House. (Voices from the Opposition—
We want to hear the last letter.)

The last letter to our last request Was Written..oeeee veeresssvanananances

Maulavi Mul}amrqad UMARUDDIN: Sir, we will not be able to under-
stand the implication of the last letter received from the Government of India
unless the last letter written by our Government is also read out.

Shri RAM NATH DAS (Minister): I am prepared to read it, As I
have already stated that the first move was made by our Colleague, Shri Omeo
Kumar Das. He proposed like this, that the North Trunk Road should be
included as a national highway and the Government of India.........cccoceeeieneee

Shri BISHNURAM MEDHI (Chief Minister): Only the last letter, and
not the first letter what the Members wants to be read.

Mr. SPEAKER : The resultant effect of your last correspondence.

Shri RAMNATH DAS (Minister): In the meantime I would like to say
that on the 3rd August 1946 the Assam Government requested India for the inclu-
sion of the North Trunk Road in the National Highway System ; but India, by
their letter dated 9th October 1946 declined to include the North Trunk Road in
the National Highway System of India, and they pointed out the following figures
to show how the National Highway mileage in Assam compares with the average
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of all Governors’ Provinces ;:—

Length of National Highways in miles Assam Average all
Provinces
Per
1 1,000 sq. miles of total area ... 20°5 17°3
2 1,000 ,, »» of cultivable area 90 33
3 100 Nos. of Motor Vehicles ... 20-8 10:7
4 1,000,000 Nos, of inhabitants... 111 417

On 6th November 1947 a resolution unanimously adopted by the Assam
Road Com munication Board was forwarded to the Government of India request-
ing them to reconsider the proposal for inclusion of the North Trunk Road in the
National Highway System of India. The Government of India regretted that
they did not see any justification for a reconsideration of the decision communi-
cated previously,

On 18th January 1951 a copy of the Resolution which was moved by Shri
Bijoy Chandra Bhagavati, M.L.A. in the last Autumn Session of the Assembly and
which was adopted unanimously was sent to the Government of India reiterating
the same demand, but still the Government of India regretted their inability to
include the North Trunk Road in the National Highways System of India. The
Government of India stated that since the inception of the National Highways
Scheme, not only Assam but many other States have been pressing for the inclu-
sion of more and more of their roads in the National Highways System, but the
Government of India have always had to adhere to their policy of not deviating
from the mileage and financial limits that necessarily had to be set to their obliga-
tions in respect of the roads classed as National Highways. It may also be noted
that these limits were set after a long process of detailed consideration by, and dis-
cussion between the Central and the State Government concerned. Sir, due to the
financial stringency at the Centre the scope and pace of development of the
National Highways System has been restricted according to limitations.

Another Resolution was adopted by the Assam Road Communication Board
on 14th June 1952 and a copy of the same was sent under this Government’s
letter No. dated the 22nd July, 1952 requesting the Government of India to

reconsider the matter.
Now, Sir, I am reading from the letter dated 6th February 1951 which was

sent from the Government of India to the Development Commissioner and Secre-
tary to the Government of Assam, Transport and Industries Department, Shillong.

“Sir,
I am directed to refer to your letter No. TIRY-
1951, which puts forward three proposals, namely, t

72/50/18, dated 19th January
hat the Central Government

should undertake :— iy “North
1. Entire responsibility for devClOPing. and maintaining the i
Trunk Road” by classing it as a National Highway. North Lakhim-

2. Extension of the Assam Railway from Rangapara North to

PUI". .
3. Replacement of the Tezpur-Balipara Tramway and extension of the Assam

Railway from Rangapara North to Tezpur. ini f
_T'am to say that proposals (2) and (3) will he dealt with by the Ministry o
Railways (Railway Board).
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As regards proposal (1) I am to observe that it had already been explained
to the State Government (in the Government of India’s previous letters quoted in
the 3rd paragraph of your letter) that the facts—

(a) that the North Trunk Road links up with the National Highway
System

(6) that it will open up large areas and improve agricultural conditions
therein ; and

(c) that the State Government’s finances may not permit. of the development
of this road up to the standard desired, do not in themselves provide
valid grounds for including that road in the National High-way Sys-
tem.

I am, therefore, to state that it is not possible for the Government of India
to deviate from their policy of first developing the roads already included in that
system. They wish also to await the passage of a National Highways Act before
any new roads are included in that system.

In the circumstances exnlained, the Government of India regret that they are
unable to agree to the State Government’s proposal that the Government of India
should take over the liability not only for theidevelopment but also the maintenance
in perpetuity of the Assam North Trunk Road by including that road in the pre-
sent National Highway System.”

This is the 3rd reply we have got from the Government of India in 1951

.......

Mr. SPEAKER : The House stands adjourned till 1-30 p.m.

Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned for lunch till 1-30 p.m..
After lunch

Shri RAMNATH DAS (Minister): Mr. Speaker, Sir, before the House was
adjourned this morning, I was reading .that letter which was the reply to our
third request to the Gove_rnment.of India. If the House desires, I may read our
Jetter with reference to which India gave that reply.

That letter was dated 18th January 1952, from D.C. Das, Esqr., 1. c. s., Deve-
lopment Commissioner, to the Secretary to the Government of India, l\iinistry
of Transport and Ministry ofRallway's. It says—*‘T am directed to enclose here-
with copy of extract from the proqeedlngs of the Assam Legislative Assembly which
are self-explanatory, on a Resolutlon_moved by Srijut Bejoy Chandra Bhagavati,
M. L. A., in the Jast Autumn session of the Assembly, and to say that the
Resolution was z}ccepted by the Hon. Srijut Ramnath Das, Minister in charge,
and adopted una mmously:. I am alnq directed to add that this Government are in
complete agreement with the senfiments expressed by that Member in the
course of the debate. The R-esulunon is divided into three parts. The first
part recommends taking over the North Trunk Road by the Government of India as
National Highway. The second part recommends extension of the Assam Railway
from Rangapara North to North Lakhimpur, and the third recommends replace-
ment of the Tezpur-Balipara Railway by the Assam Railway. As regards declara-
tion of the North Trunk Road as National Highway and inclusion of some new
National Highway system of India, this Government had already moved the
Government of India twice before, wvid: letter No. PWR. 38/45/6513, dated 3rd
August 1946 and No. PWR. P/216/1199, dated 6th November 1947, but the pro-
posals were turned down, zide Government of India’s letters dated 9th October 1946
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and dated 31st December 1947, on the ground that Assam is served better by
National Highways in comparison with other States in India. Moreover, Assam
is linked with the rest of India by National Highway No. 31 which is a new
construction.” The subsequent portions are with regard to the Railway and, there-
fore, I think I need not read this portion. Only the last part which says,‘¢...
...The State Government with its limited resources are not in a position to
maintain the road properly as the road negotiates many extremely troublesome
hills, rivers and streamlets. All the recommendations embodied in the Resolution
are of imperative necessity and of vital interest to this backward State, but bear-
ing in mind the financial handicaps of the Government of India themselves, this
Government would suggest the following order of priority to the recommenda-
tions :-—

(1) Taking over'the North Trunk Road by the Government of India as a
National Highway and its maintenance as such”. It will be seen that we have
given the highest priority to this item, namely, taking over by the Government of
India of the North Trunk Road and its maintenance as such. Then, item (2)
““Extension of the Assam Railway from Rangapara to North Lakhimpur and
(3) Replacement of the Tezpur-Balipara Tramway Company and extension of the
Assam Railway from Rangapara to Tezpur”. The letter further says—¢This
Government are convinced that Assam’s peculiar position, conditions and respon-
sibilities, necessitates special treatment. During the recent earthquake and the
floods that followed in its wake the entire lifeline of the State was paralysed and air-
dropping of essential food stuffs had to be resorted to. Sufficient materials have
been given in the Assembly discussions in support of the case”. Thatis the
context of our request in a nutshell. And in the last part the letter says—¢* I am to
add that the general public opinion in Assam including that of the people inhabit-
ing the tribal belts as well as the mercantile community supports this opinion which
in fact is an inescapeable conclusion following from the relevant facts stated”, This
was our third request, Sir. To this request the reply that we received from the
Government of India was the letter that I read out before the House was adjourned

for lunch.

Then, again we submitted another representation dated 22nd July 1952 which

is our fourth request. This is rather a very lengthy letter, Sir, in which were

described all the stages of our correspondence from beginning to end. I think I

need not read this letter, Sir, as it will take a long time—it contained 8 pages. But

1 will only give the gist. That is, that we have narrated from beginning to end

all our correspondence. But in the meantime, before any reply to this last letter of
our Government was received by us from the Government of India, the Committee
of Experts headed by Mr. Ayyangar came to Assam, before whom. the Chief Mini-
ster placed a Memorandum regarding this road. As a result of this Memorandum
we have got an assurance which is their last say in  the matter. If necessary I
may read that letter in which that assurance is contained. It is dated 30th August
1952—From Shri K. Ranganathan, Under-Secretary to the Government of India,
to the Secretary to the Government of Assam, Public Works Department, on the
subject—‘‘Proposed ~construction of bridges over the Rang_anadl, Buroi and
Dikrong rivers on the North Trunk Road (Tezpur-North Lakhimpur section). I
am directed to say that Shri H, P. Mathrani, Consulting Engineer, Government
of India (Roads), who inspected the system of communications in the North Bank
of the Brahmaputra river recently, has recommended that the North Assam
Trunk Road from Tezpur to North Lakhimpur should be made an all-wcathe:r
road as there is no railway line in this area. He has recommended that {:hls
section of the road has reasonably good surface at present and that what is 1m-
mediately necessary is to erect four bridges over (1) Gia Bhorali, estimated to cost

Ny
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about 50 lakhs and the other three Buroi, Dikrong and Ranganadi crossings
estimated to cost about 40 lakhs altogether.

It appears that a bridge has been provided on the Ranganadi crossing but

it was partly washed away during the last earthquake. In the estimate for earth-

uake damage restoration, which is to be financed half by the Central Government

and half by the State Government, a provision of 10 lakhs has been made for the
construction of the Ranganadi bridge. :

The Consulting Engineer to the Government of India (Roads) considers that
the construction of the proposed bridge at Jea Bhoralu can be held over for the
present, as there are power driven ferries at this crossing to cater for road traffic.
He has recommended that the construction of the two smaller bridges at the
Buroi and Dikrong crossings should be taken up as soon as possible.

The Government of India agree generally with the recommendations of the
Consulting Engincer to the Government of India (Roads). They are prepared
to offer a grant to the Assam Government from the Central Road Fund (Ordi-
nary) Reserve equivalent to half the cost of the two proposed bridges over the
Buroi and Dikrong rivers, subject to a maximum limit of Rs, 15 lakhs”.

This was the last thing we got from the Government of India-as a result of our
repeated requests made to them to take over and maintain the North Trunk
Road.

Sir, before we got this communication there was a discussion here in Shillong
with the Expert Committee and our Governor, the Chief Minister and some of our
Ministers. We placed our demands regarding this road in that discussion and
they explained their difficulties and ultimately we had to agree to accept the offer
they made then. At that stage they asked usto keep it confidential, but now the
offer has been confirmed by India vide extracts from their last letter which I
read out. On the top of this if we now make immediately further request
about this road, the Government of India will not agree to accept this request.
We, therefore, feel that we should at this stage accept whatever help we are get-
ting from the Government of India and start construction of the bridges, meeting
half of the cost from our State revenues and after sometime we should move the
Government of India again and not now. 1 would therefore appeal to my
Friend, Mr, Sarveswar Barua, not to press his Resol tion. I, however, thank him
in giving us_an opportunity for explaining the different steps taken so far for
this road. With these few words, T would again request him _to withdraw his
Resolution. ?

Shri s SARVESWAR BARUA : Mr. Speaker, Sir, after hearing what
our Government have done in this matter and what offer the Central Govern-
ment have already held out to us for taking up the construction of the bridges,
and after hearlpg thgt our Government would take up this matter after the bridges
are made, I think, S]_r, I should not press this Motion and I beg leave of the
House to withdraw it.

At the same time I would like, and I think this is the sense of the House also,

that the proceedings of to-day’s debate should be sent to the Government of India
with a view to strengthen our cause.
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Mr. SPEAKER :—Has the hon, mover got leave of the House to withdraw
his Resolution ?
Voices :—Yes.
A voice :—No.

Mr. SPEAKER :—Then I put the Resolution itself,

The question is that: ¢“This Assembly is of opinion that the Government
of Assam do move the Union Government for taking up the North Trunk
Road from North Gauhati to North Lakhimpur as a National Highway.”

(The question was negatived.)

Shri SARVESWAR BARUA: The question to be put was whether the
House granted me leave to withdraw the motion or not.

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER JEE (Minister): May I make a sub-
mission, Sir, in this connection for our future guidance ? In such cases the
practice hitherto has been (of course, you are at liberty to introduce a new con-
vention) that when a Member wants to withdraw a Resolution he begs for the
leave of the House and the Speaker ascertains whether the majority of the Mem-
bers are in favour of granting him leave to withdraw or not. That is the form 'in
which the question is put, Ifit is found that the majority is not in favour of grant-
ing him leave, the leave is disallowed and then the original Resolution is put to
the House. The question of leave is to be decided first by the vote of the House.

Mr.SPEAKER : I am grateful to Mr. Mookerjee for his new suggestion.
I do not know what was the practice here, but the general procedure obtaining
elsewhere is that the granting of leave to a Member to withdraw his Motion
should be unanimous, ' If, however, there is any dissentient voice, the “'hair has

no other alternative but to put the original Motion, I have followed this
procedure,

Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE (Minister): We bow down. to your
ruling, Sir.

Mr. SPEAKER : Thank you.

Shri NILMANI PHOOKAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, as the Government have
already introduced a Bill wherein the object of my *Resolution has been included,
I do not like to move the next Resloution standing in my name.

Resolution regarding formation of a Board to proceed with the Work
of Registration and Listing in pursuance of the recommendation
of the Assam Homeopathic Enguiry Committee

Shri RAJENDRA NATH BARUA : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move :—

¢In pursuance of the recommendations of the Assam Homecopathic Enquiry
Committee, this Assembly is of opinion that a Board consisting of the Inspector

*Shri Nilmami Phookan—This Assembly is of opinion that the Government of Assam do take
steps to amend the Assam Adhiars Protection and Regulation
Act of 1948 in such a way so as to give the tenants occupancy
rights as well as incentive for cultivators to improve the land
belonging to landlords.

Y

it
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General of Civil Hospitals, Assam, two Homeopathic doctors .and two . members
of the Assembly be forthwith constituted to proceed with the work of Registration -
_and Listing to avoid influx of quacks into the profession and that: necessary

expenses for the purpose be borne by the Government which will be reimbursed
-om the fees of Registration and Listing™. i

Sir, this Resolution may be said to be an outcome: -of ‘the recommendations -
of the Assam Homeopathic Enquiry Committee which*'was constituted by the end
of 1950 with Col. Chopra as Chairman, myself as one of the members and
Dr. Rudra Kanta Sarma as another member. Sir, this Committee was constituted
by the Government. I will refer to the proceedings of 1950 when .I tabled a
Motion for devising ways and means for regulating the practice of Homeopathy.
The Resolution ran thus: ““That this Assembly is of opinion that the Govern-
ment of Assam do take steps to set up a Provincial Board consisting of the
Inspector General of Civil Hospitals, Assam, three recognised Homeopaths of
repute, o€ Medical Practmone!‘ of the Regular System and two members of the
Legislative Assembly to be nominated by Government, to devise ways and means
as to how the practice of Medicine and Medical Education pertaining to Homeo-

pathy be regulated, eliminating treatment by quacks who have not only exploited
innocent masses but endangered their lives too.”

After this Resolution was moved, the Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. Nichols-Roy,

the then Minister for Medical, said at page 1161 of the Assam Assembly proceedings
of the 7th October, 1950 as follows :— YP &

«So, Madam, they recommended that there should be a Central Homeopa-
thic Council first, then there will be Provincial Boards. But these Provincial
Boards can be properly set up when there are colleges and institutions to give

" training in Homeopathy. At the present juncture, Madam, it is not possible for

the Government of Assam to constitute a regular standing Provincial Board.
Nevertheless we propose to accept the principle of this Resolution by asking the
hon. Mover to accepta small committee which will do the same thing prelimi-
narily. When this Committee has functioned and submitted its recommendations
to the Government and when also the Central Government has set up its Central
Council, then and only then a real Provincial Standing Board can be constituted
for the sake of controlling the homeopathy system of treatment in the State.”’
Sir, after this Resolution was accepted this Committee was set up and we made
enquiries moving throughout all the Districts of Assam. We found that Homeo-
pathy system was quite popular almost in all the Districts and we found that
about 1,000 applications from the rural Homeopaths came to us and there were
many more, I presume, who did not apply. Altogether I guess that there would
be about 3 to 4 thousand Homeopaths in Assam, the figure throughout India
will be about 30 lakhs. Now, Sir, the purpose of my present Resolution is  to
constitute a Provincial Board which will regulate and “check quacks coming into
this profession of homeopathic treatment. In the name of Homeopathy, Sir, we
find people carry a ht_tl_e bag and one stethoscope and we also find that injections
of Homeopathy-medicines arc given which I believe is not a practice amongst the
regular Homeopaths, and it is also noticed that in some places, owing to these
quacks some valuable hv_cs have been lost. Therefore, Sir, my Resolution seeks
to have such a Board as in Bengal which was constituted on Ist April, 1943 on the
order of the Government of Bengal dated 24th June 1941. Of course there it is

called ‘the Bengal Pl F aculty of Homeopathic Medicine’. I read a few portions
about the functions of this Board :—

«(g) The registration of homeopathic practitioners according to rules and
regulations made by them and approved by the Local Government :
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(b) to enable persons who desire to practice medicine according to homeopa-
thic system after proper training and on passing examination to receive a
diploma or license testifying to their adequate training and proficiency in these
subjects ;

(¢) to advise the Government and the general public on all matters relating
to the advancement of homeopathic studies and medical relief ;

(d) to appoint sub-committees for the above purpose ; and

(e) to register and control the homeopathic pharmacies and homeopathic
charitable institutions of Bengal under rules framed from time to time by the
Council and approved by the Local Government”.

We also find that in Bihar there is a similar Board which was constituted by
the order of the Government of Bihar dated 5th June 1948, and in Bombay,
M_adhaya Pradesh and United Provinces there are Acts to regulate the practice
of Homeopa.thy_. I hav_e been informed by some associations that at present the

India Homeopathy Enquiry Committee in which they say that this homeopathy
should be a post-graduate study only and it should not have its own individuality.
Sir, I would refer to the Medical Council Resolution which runs as follows :—

:I'he Resolution, moved by Dr. K. C. K. E. Raja, Director General of Health
Servxces, said: ‘“There are such fundamental differences in theory and practice
between modern medicine, the indigenous systems of medicine and homeopathy
that it would be most unsatisfactory from the point of view of the interests ol
students and of the advancement of these systems, to arrange for simultaneous
teaching of modern medicine and of any of these other systems d uring the under-
graduate course in mndern medicine,

The study of indigenous systems and of homeopathy should, therefore, be
promoted only at post-graduate course of training after the intending practitioner
has obtained basic qualifications in modern medicine as is the case in respect
of homeopathy in the United Kingdom, Europe and America’.

The Council, the resolution said, considered it essential that every person
trained hereafter should have a basic qualification in modern medicine in order
that the provision of adequate medical care, curative and preventive, to the civil
population and to the Armed Forces might be facilitated.

Sir, to this the State Faculty of Bengal has taken serious objection and they
had sent resolutions to the Government of India which I am reading : —

“At a meeting of the General Council held on lst May 1952 the ‘folIou‘/ing
resolutions were passed regarding the recent decision of the Medical Council of
India: : ;
1. This Council views with great disappointment the decision of the Medical
Council of India to the effect that there should exist only one system of medicine,
in India, namely the modern system, with a minimum uniform standard as pres-
cribed by the Medical Council of India.

2. This Council strongly reiterates its demand for teaching Homeopathy
during the undergraduate course either as a bicameral system in a common
medical institution (as suggested hy the President, Medical Council of India) or
preferably in a completely separate Homeopathic medical institution. :
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3. This Council is strongly of opinion that Homeopathy is not a subject for
post-graduate study for graduates in modern medicine. Homeopathy is not an
extension of the modern medicine (the so-called Allopathic medicine) but a
supplantation of it.

4. This Council strongly feels that the introduction of the teaching of
Homeopathy only at a so-called post-graduate level is impracticable psychologi-
cally, physiologically and economically ; and that this arrangement might lead
to rapid strangling of the Homeopathic profession and eventual extinction of
its practice in the country, due to shortage of human materials,

5. This Council considers that the establishment of a Central Council of
Homeopathy as envisaged in the Homeopathic Enquiry Committee Report,
not subservient to M. C. I., is essentially necessary for the healthy growth of
Homeopathy conducive to the best interests of the people. The Central Council
should be directly responsible to the Health Ministry of Government of India.
It will be the function of this Central Council to frame syllabus of study of
Homeopathic and other auxiliary subjects satellite to medicine according to the
needs of a complete Homeopathic physician.

6. This Council is of considered opinion that the scientific techniques
adopted for research-works for cach system of medicine must vary according to
the distinctive approach of each system for the investigation of disease—Pheno-
mena, drug-actions and other problems of general interest in medicine.

7. This Council requests the Central Government not to be guided by the
recommendations of the M. C. 1., but to abide by and put into immediate
effect the recommendations of the Homeopathic Enquiry Committee Report as
accepted in fofo in the Third Health Ministers’ Conference.

8. The Council likes to draw the attention of the Central Government that
the M. C. 1., as constituted under the Indian Medical Council Act, 1933, has
no locus standi to pass resolutions regarding systems of medicines other than
the modern medicine [Vide Act XXVII of 1933, The Preamble and Sec. 2(d)]”.

~ Here I am just quoting from the Indian Medical Council Act, 1933.
The Preamble says— ““ Whereas it is expedient to constitute a Medical Council
in India in order to establish a uniform minimum standard of higher qualifications
in medicine for a‘ll_provinces ; it is hereby enacted as follows, etc: Now Section
2 (d) says, ‘medicine’ means modern scientific medicine and includes surgery
and obstetrics, but does not include veterinary medicine and surgery.”  So
their contention is that the M. C.I. canmot pass resolutions regarding other
systems of medicine like Homeopathy or Unani or Ayurvedic medicine.

9. ““This Council considers the resolution of the M. C.I. regarding the
indispensability of having a basic qualification in modern medicine in order
that the provision of adequate medical care, curative and preventive, to the Civil
population and to the Armed Forces might be facilitated—as highly fallacious.
"Ihis Council requests the Central Government to take note of relevant sections
No_g],32,46.47,L1-8,49,58,59,60,63 of the Homeopathic Enquiry Committee Report.

= 10. This Council is strongly opposed to the idea sponsored by the M. C. 1

of having only onc system of medicine current in the country. It is of considcre(i
opinion that the days for one system of medicine are still far off as it has
got to be a_synthctlc system of medicine which will accommodate and rightly
Sssess the different methods of approach to the study of diseases and drug-actions
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which have resulted: in the evolution ‘and . practice of different systems of
medicine, the therapeutic efficacy of each of which has been firmly acknow-

ledged by the professionals and  the laity as well, and ' the existence of which

Systems is unmistakably justified by the popular demand in spite of ‘modern
medical-system-ridden State apathy, and in many Ways, active antagonism.

L1. This Council draws the attention of the Central Government to the
fact ‘that a dissentient report made by -two “allopathic ‘members ‘of the said
- Commitlee was incorporated in the body of unanimous report  during the
publication of the Report of the Howeopathic Enquiry Committee, 1949 by
the Ministry of Health Government of India ang that " this report has been
apparently taken into consideration and upheld by the M. C.7J. and that the
acceptance of the recommendations of M. C.I. would be virtually to accept
the minority dissensions of a Committee appointed by the Government itself *’.

Now, Sir, it appears that there is a sort of tug-of-war between the Medical
Council of India and the acknowledged Homeopaths of India. Sir, I have
no objection if this Resolution is thrown out if a uniform policy is adopted in
all the States of India. We fing in the State of Bengal there is a Board to
control the Homoepaths ang in Bombay, Madhya Pradesh and Uttar
Pradesh there are Acts to regulate the practice of Homeopathy. So, Sir,
; ion i if’ we accept this Resolution and have a Board
then we shall give Permission to' practise to those who are qualified Homeopaths,
who are registered under the “Assam 'Medical Act and those who have foreign
degrees and those who can pass the test in Homeopathy - which will be
ponductgd by this’ Board, Apart from these three categories, those who are
In practice for five tg six years, may also be allowed to practise and they may be -
listed. In some States those who are in the practice for 7 to 10 years have also _
been-allowed to practise. In our report we have been lenient. We have fixed
the period to be three years only for the purpose of listing. So if we have
these categories of Homeopaths, then the public will be vigilant and- they
will be in a position to know whether they are approaching a quack or a
qualified Homeopathic doctor. So the purpose of this Resolution is to have a
BoarC_I which will take into account the cases of those Homeopaths who are

may also make rules subject to the ‘appioval of the Government as in Bengal,
Sir, after we have done this, we can passan Act, say a Bill to punish quacks,
or a Bill regulating the practice of Homeopathy. This Board in my R?SOIUH?n
will have done the preliminary portions of the work. Thatis the point, Sir,
why I have brought this Resolution. 1 believe our Government, who have
been rather keen to have an Enquiry Committee will give some status to the
Homeopaths who are practising in Assam, and may well afford to set up imme-
diately a Board to stop quacks coming into the field,

With these words, Sir, I commend my Resolution for the acceptance of the
House.

"~ Mr SPEAKER - The Resolution moved is that in pursuance ot {)111'3
recommendations of the Assam Homeopathic Enquiry Committee, this Assem l y
is of opinion that a Board consisting of the Inspector General of Civil Hos;ﬁta_tsl’
Assam, two Homeopathic doctors and two members of the Assembly be fort_ VEI !
constituted to proceed with the work of Registration and Listing to avoid 10 l}.ljx
of quacks into the profession and that the necessary expenses for the purposé Pe

113‘91;:'1\3 by Government which will be reimbursed from the fees of Registration -and
isting.
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'M.'MOINUL HAQUE CHOUDHURY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 am very
much indebted to the hon. Member for bringing this Resolution before this House
as it deals with one of the burning problems of the day.

"The homeopathic practice in this country has assumed a great importance
and as such it requires to be controlled from the side of the State. There was a
time when the science of homeopathy itself was considered as a quackery and,
therefore, many countries in the world did not give recognition to it, but the
very fact, that this branch of medicine has earned great popularity amongst
common men it must be realised that there is something in it, and it is time that
this is not neglected, as it had been, but controlled by the State.

The practice of medicine was controlled by an  Act  of the Central ‘Govern-
ment, viz., the Indian Medical Degrees .i_\ct, 1916, by which the Government of
India laid down some definite qualifications and titles for practising medicine.,
But, Sir, in doing so, it deliberately did not include Unani, Homeopathic:ang
Ayurvedic systems of niedicine.  Subsequently in 1943, another Act was passed,
viz., Indian Medical Council Act 01:1943, to give tl}e Inghan Medical - Council
SUpEervisory powers over ccrtain ‘Western System of Me.dlcal Education’, This
time also homeopathy was excluded.  But what was and is the result ? Ag stated
in course of the speech in moving the Resolut_lon by thc'hon. Member that there
was a tug-of-war going on between tf}e. Medical Council and the Homeopathic
Scientists, over the question of recognition of Homeopathy. But, Sir, in this way
Homeopathic Science could not be neglected any longer. An Enquiry Gommj e
was appointed by the Government of India in 1948 and this Enf-h}iry Gomifiittes
after going through all the pros and cons of the matter made certain observations,
in course of which they recommended _to the ‘Gm‘remme.nt of India for the
establishment of a Council of Homeopathic Medicine In India which would haye
powers to control through Provincial Boards or Councils :—

“(i) The standard, equipmenp a_nd training of . affiliated homeOpathic
institutions ; (i) standard of examinations to bz-a__held for homeopathic students ;
(iii) registration of existing homeopathic PFaCUU{?nEFS s and  (in) homeopathje
pharmacies, pharmaceutical laboratories and manufacturing concerns._”

But, unfortunately, nothing has yet been done by the Centre to establis},
such a Council. Some of the States, h(_)we\{er, as has..already been mentioned by
the hon. Mover, have taken steps in this d;rec,tmx:ﬂ. . _gsdfor example, the State of
Bengil took up this question in 1941 and they CCcll e tollh-ave a Counci] o
the same line by a Resolution of the Government a?l ] actuc?. ¥ sometimeiaftey
Council was established for the control of hom}c]:opg. ic- me mnF and its Practice
and distribution, etc. But the step taken by t < chmrﬂent of Ben‘gal' is not 44
effective as it seems on an apparent look. _A}ﬂﬂGthtmlg é e nc_aluce of thig Resoly,.
tion, 1 made a reference to the Secretary of the ; cnerﬁ ( ct{unm and State Facy).
ty of Homeopathic Medicine, West Bengal on the ot SEyca); to know as ¢q whag
extent they have been successful in stopping quackery (1.:;1 lénr,egl St#red HOmEOpa-
thic practice in that State. T have been informed by .the ccretary that although
a Council had been established by the Government of West B_engal, but the e
cannot and have not been able ‘to stop quackery or unregistered Practice §
Homeopathy.”  These are Lh(_: actual w:orchpgs, the Seqretary used in hig Tetis n

e. Therefore, I say, Sir, this Resolution, if passed, will not be able to Protect t
fully from the evils of quakery. To tak_e a step towards stopping pract; ug
uacks we should immediately start compilation of a regular register of Ice o
Homeopathic doctors together with their qualifications, This would g tvgl}zllff}f d
€r
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infiltration of unqualified doctors. If we have too many quacks, it would put us
to difficulties. It is not unknown to the Members of this House that when the
Government decided to grant loans, advarces, etc., to the refugees, homeopathic
doctors have become more cheap and common and you will to-day find display
of signboards of thesc doctors here and there with alleged degrees containing

words from A to Z, of which, if you inake any attempt to find meaning thereof

you cannot possibly find those in the dictionary. These people in order to get
greater help from Government pose, if nothingis available, as Homeopaths, by
purchasing a box of homeopathic medicine and one or two books. So, Sir, in
the present context of things, this Resolution has assumed greater importance
and as such, we must take immediate steps to stop such unauthorised and further
infiltration to save the lives of the people. So, I would request the hon. Mem-
bers to accept this Resolution so that a Council is established in the line of the
reports of the Homeopathic Committee appointed by the Government of Assam
to examine this matter in details so that in near future we may be able to con-
trol the practice of Homeopathic medicine fully by a full-fledged Act to be
passed by this Legislature. This is absolutely necessary prior to the passing of
the Act itself to fulfil the real object of such an Act. I know that the Central
Government is also moving in this matter, but we may not wait so long as there
is no harm in our taking a good measure. If this Resolution is accepted today
and we satisfactorily work in the line of this Resolution, thenin the next Session
we can possibly come forward with a Bill by which we may be able to control
the practice on homeopathic medicine and also the homeopaths.

With these words, Sir, I support the Resolution moved by my hon. Iriend,
Shri Rajendra Nath Barua.

Shri NILMANI PHOOKAN : Mr. Speaker, Sir, life is cheap for diseases.
It is still cheaper for the quacks. As such this Resolution which is meant for
preventing quacks from practising homeopathic medical treatment and treat the
lives of men as very cheap, is commended to the Assembly for acceptance. If
there is a tussle between the Medical Gouncil and the Homeopaths and if homeo-
pathy has to be established as a full-fledged medical treatment, of course, it does
not mean also that T believe in hemeopathy as unscientific, still the very fact that
it is not accepted as a reliable science even by the highest Medical profession, it
is all the more reasonable that this Resolution cannot wait any longer. If that
be the case, it is our sad experience thatin the interior of our State, we have
seen that unwary and unsophisticated villagers who allow these quacks access Lo
enter their homes, they are using the sick people as a prey rather than hgal them.
Some of the quacks with homeopathic bags, even go to the extent of 1njecting
Kala-azar patients. 1 know of such doctors in my own part of the country where
in the Kala-azar affected areas, where there is a Kala-azar Hospital also, our 1gno-
rant people engage them for Kalg-azar treatment. This is a seriogs thing. Even
in fell diseases, they apply medicine and create havoc in the interior. They
make it a means of their livelihood not for healing the ailing humanity but
for their total elimination. As such, Sir, we cannot tolerate this class of PCOPI?
in our midst. Therefore, Sir, if the Resolution is accepted by the House, at
least it will have one effect and that is that we will be in a position to know thoscrl:
persons who have definitely some knowledge of Homeopathy, some diploma ar}d
some genuine knowledge of the science. As one of my Friends has already sal
that those persons who have no means of livelihood in their houses, take 2B
E‘;ﬁi‘;ﬁ:&z asfa vocation and come to the countryside for treatment. I; Ct?;tna
will receive ';l(l)c ‘I;I;an}(riun“{ary people. Assuch, Iam sure, Sir, the chJ t:f:rn-
B A Ty r:}‘-)l eration from all sections of the House and that the Go
jection to accept the Resolution.

=
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Shri RUPNATH BRAHMA (Minister) : Mr. Speaker, Sir, the other day in
reply to.a Question put by the Mover of the Resolution I said that this Question
was under consideration ol the Government of India for formulating a common
policy in the matter. By this Resolution the hon. Mover wants to constitute a
Homeopathic Board for the purpose of registration and listing of the Homeopaths.
I do not understand how this can be done without first having a legislation.
I have already said on that day that we have got a definite instruction from
the Government of India, and for the information of the hon. Members I may
read the relevant portions. First we received a letter from the Government of
India dated the 20th October 1949 which runs—I am quoting only the relevant
portions :—

!

*The Government of India are of opinion that it will not be desirable [or
the provinces to embark on any legislation which might render difficult the
implementation of the decision which may be taken on the renort of the
Committee. TFor any hasty action in the matter js likely to create difficulties in
the way of integrated progress of the medical science which both the Ceniral
Government and the Provincial Government desire. Iam to express the hope
that the Provincial Government will accept this » i

Now Sir, after this we also sent another reminder asking the Government of
India to let us know as to how the matter stood in the year 1957 We received a
reply dated 7th September 1951 as follows :—

“With reference to your letter dated the 14th August 1951 on the subject
mentioned above, I am directed to say that the matter is still under consideration’
of the Medical Council of India whose views are still awaited?”’,

After that also recently we sent another reminder to which we received
the following reply. This Iétter is dated 5th March 1952 ; '

“With reference to your letier dated the 19th February 1952 on the
subject mentioned aboye, I am directed to say that the Government of India
are still awaiting the views of the Medical Council of India.” : '

Sir, this is the position. In view of this and what T haye alrehdy Sratan
and the fact that a Committee was appointed under the chairmanship S
Inspector General of Civil Hospitals, of which the Mover of this Resolution wa
also one of the members, it will be quite apparent that thijs Government ig
also very keen to puta stop to the harm done by the quacks.  As soon as the
Government of India comes to a decision regarding formulation of a commop
policy in the matter, we shall certainly take up the matter and gee how "best we
can have our Homeopaths trained. Sir, in view of What T have stateq: I
request the Mover to withdraw his R esolution. s

Shri RAJENDRA NATH BARUA : Have the Government of India gk .
the other States also to move on this matter on the same line ? P '5_’

Shri RUI"N{LTH BRAHMA (Minister): I cannot say, Sir.-
whole of India is concerned, I think, the Government of India mi’g‘l
similar directions to other States also, L

but ag the
1t be issuing

S

Shri RAJENDRA NATH BARUA : Sir, in view of i
Minister has said, I have no objection to withdraw my Resolut'i‘;}rlft the Hon’ble
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Mr. SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure: of the House that the Motion be
withdrawn ?

Voices from the Government Benches: Yes, yes.

A voice from the Opposition—No, Sir.

Mr..SPEAKER : I would now like to point out the rule regarding with-
drawal of a Resolution. You will find in May’s Parliamentary Practice, 15th
Edition at page 387 the following :—

<¢The Member who has proposed a motion can only withdraw it by leave
of the House, gl‘aﬂted .Without any negative voice. . This leave is signified,
not ‘upon question, as is sometimes erroneously supposed, but by the Speaker
taking the pleasure of the House. He asks, ‘Is it your pleasure that the
motion be withdrawn ?* If no one dissents, he says, “The motion is by
leave withdrawn’: but if any dissentient voice be  heard, or a Member
rises to continue the debate, he proceeds to put the question as the motion

cannot now be withdrawn even though the dissentient. subsequently signifies

that he has no longer any objection to that course.”

There 13_31’503 ruling given in our own Central Legislature which runs
as follows :— -

¢“A Member asking leave to withdraw his motion after it hads Beens dzbatad
upon, the Prasxdenf declared it had been withdrawn, when Pandit Motilal Nehru
asked why the motion was not put as he had said ‘No’.”

~

The President said : ‘I must regret T did not hear that. When I put  the
request’ for leave to withdraw, the hon. Member did not rise in his
place in order to say ‘No’, otherwise I should have seen him and the matter
would have gone to a division. Where leave is refused, then the decision on the
motion must rest with the House. But where leave is not refused, the reduction
proposed is automatically withdrawn.”

Befbre adjourning the House for the day :

THprPrcsident' explained further the procedure regarding withdrawal of
motions asfollows :

“Before I adjourn the House I think I should perhaps offer a word of
explanation regarding the course which I took in putting the request for leave to
withdraw,. a tmiotion.  The Parliamentary practice is that when an hon.
Member havir_lg moved a motion, rises to ask leave to withdraw, if that leave is
objected to, in the House of Commons the question is put forthwith without
further debate, and I propose to follow that course here. If it does not happen to
suit condition 1n the Legislative Assembly then any necessary amendment to the
procedure can be made in the Standing Orders. It so happens that never before
has a request for leave to withdraw heen objected to, and I did not actually hear

Pandit Motilal Nehru when he rose in his place. Therefore, I want to make

~
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quite clear the procedure I adopt, and that I propose to adhere to, unless in
good time the Select Committee ou the Standing Orders should take another

view, which it is perfectly entitled to take.”
So I propose to follow the above practice.

Maulavi FAIZNUR ALI: Sir, Rule 50(2) of the Assam Legislative
Assembly Rules also supports your above ruling.

Mr. SPEAKER : Yes, it is quite true. But my attention has been drawn
to a ruling published in the Assam Legislative Assembly Proceedings of the
5th December 1938, which I do not like to follow, and which is contrary to
what I have said already. [ therefore rule that in this present case and also in
future any single dissentient voice can put the House into a division. Here is the
authority of May: ‘A Member who has proposed a motion can only withdraw it
by leave of the House, granted without any negative voice.”

The House is in seisin of the Motion and a single Member can refuse

withdrawal of the same.
(The Resolution of Shri Sarveswar Barua was then put and lost.)

Resolution regarding bringing a Temple Administration Bill for
the better management of temple affairs and temple properties.

-

Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that in view

. of the fact that constant clashes are going on between the Dalois and the Paiks,

Shebaits and tenants in almost all the temples of Assam and in view of the fact
that many of the Dolois have failed topay the Government dues and the temple
properties have been attached for non-payment of Government revenue and Puja
and Bhog have to be stopped in some of the temples due to mismanagement by
tl}e Dalois, this Assembly is of opinion that the Government of Assam do imme-
diately bring a Temple Administration Bill for the better management of the
temple affairs and temple properties.

Sir, the Ahom Kings gave land for rendering services to the temples and for
performance of Puja and Bhog of the temples. There are two kinds of such
properties, one is Paikan land and the other is Bhogdhani land. The Paikan
lands were given for rendering services to the temples and the Bhogdhani lands
were meant for performance of Puja and Bhog of the temples. The Paikan
lands were in occupation of Bardeuris and non-Bardeuris. During the British
regime some time in 1835, the British Government assessed these lands and Paiks
had to pay half the land revenue to the Government and settled the lands which
were in occupation of the Bardeuris with them and the lands which were in
occupation of Non-Bardeuris remained in the name of the temples and were
managed by the Dalois. The Dalois used to manage these temple lands and they
pract:(.:ally became the owners of the lands, and they realised rents from Paiks and
Shebaits ; some of them misappropriated the money, and as a result the
Dalois failed to pay the land revenue to Government in some cases. So these
temple lands had to be attached and the Dalois had to be removed in some places
and as a result constant clashes are going on in some cases. These temples in
Assam hold several lakhs of bighas of land. In Kamrup district alone there are
33 temples holding about one lakh 70 thousand bighas of land, the biggest of
these temples in Kamrup district is Hyagril: Madhab Temple. This Temple
holds about 55 thousand bighas of land and the annual income is about Rs,70,000,
Kamakhya Temple holds about 45 thousand bighas of land, and the various
other temples hold thousands of bighas of land. It is true that there are some
other small temples holding very few bighas of lands, A
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Sir, due to the mismanagement of the temple affairs by the Dalois, the Puja
and Bhog had to be stopped in some of the temples and in some temples Dalois
had to be dismissed. There is no Daloi in the Umananda temple for the last
12 years as the Daloi had to be dismissed for mismanagement of the temple
properties, and it had to be attached by the Government. Now for the last eight or
nine months there is no Puja and Bhog in the Umananda temple. Similar is the case
with Billeswar and other temples where Puja and Bhoz have to be stopped. To
improve all these things I request the Government of Assam to bring a Temple
Administration Bill as has been done in Bengal and is now going to be done in
Puri. Now in some cases §chemes have been drawn up by the High Court, but
it is not possible in all casés for the raiyats to bring scheme cases. A question
may also arise that it will be an interference with the religious rights of the
people, but I submit that this is not interference with religion but protection of
the Hindu rites. So with these few words I commend my Resoluticn to the
acceptance of the House and request the Government to bring a Temple

Administration Bill for the betler management of temple affairs and temple
properties. ;

Mr. SPEAKER : The Resolution moved is: “That in view of the fact that cons-
tant clashes are going on between the Dalois and Paiks, Shebaits and tenants in
almost all the temples of Assam and in view of the fact that many of the Dalois
have failed to pay the Government dues and the temple properties have been
attached for non-payment of Government revenue and Puja and Bhog have to be
stopped in some of the temples due to mismanagement by the Dalois, this
Assembly is of opinion that the Government of Assam do immediately bring a

Temple Adminiscration Bill for the better management of the temple affairs and
temple properties.””

Shri BAIKUNTHA NATH DAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise in support of
tl}e Resolution moved by my hon. Friend, Mr. Das. Huge plots of lands were
given to the gods and goddesses of Assam for their Bhogdhani by the Ahom
Kings, but due to the constant clashes amongst the Dalois and Paiks and among
S0 many men that our gods and godtlesses are starving. As our Government
cannot allow our people to starve, in the same way our geds and goddesses also
sh.ould_not be allowed to starve. I hope, Sir, if necessary, our Supply Minister
will bring out a law to ensure that our gods and goddesses should not starve. I
do not want to discuss anything as regards administration of temples. So with
these few words, T support the Motion that has been moved just now to make
an Act so that our gods and goddesses do not starve,

Shri MOHENDRA NATH DEKA : - Jis % of
the Resolution moved by TH DEKA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, T rise in support of

{ by my Friend, Mr. Radhika Ra 2 ir ropert

i)f tgllt} tcrr}xlple at the time of the British rule has been kemptD(:ll: : asé]ﬁeiﬁe (psC,-'iicey)
];"If;tisl?xl:tlﬁliilfuega_nce_ o‘i the deity and administration of the temple. In the
e be'zlcl)l is (%nndcd, one becomes personal property of the Brahmins
the Ahom kings to ﬁfsﬁle temple property. “Thig property which was given by
asunevenile ¢ Brahming wzits meant for the Shebaits of the telnp]c and

roperty of the Brahmins. It wasin the year 1835 that
property was given 1n their
soand to be settled as such. Accordingly
Ple property which was at first given as a service
16 names of some Brahmins as their personal Property:

Mr, SPEAKER ;:  What js the area of the land ?

racti s tem
land, is still standing i (]

Q
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Shri MOHENDRA NATH DEKA: May be about a lakh acres. Some of
this property has been sold to non-Hindus and there are a number of cases lying
before the courts for redeeming such land by those who want to redeem it for the
temples. Also in many instances such land is sold to non-Brahmins, non-Hindus.
If some of this property is sold as personal property even in these days of our
present Government which is a Government by the people and for the people,
then temple property or other public property will not be safe, it will soon go to
the hands of undesirable people.

On the other hand Sir, the property which is given to the non-Brahmin
Shebaits of temple, is practically managed by the Brahmin Shebaits. Dolois are
clected by members of the Brahmin Shebait by practice and that practice is
approved by the British Government and those elected Dolois are approved by the
Deputy Commissioners under instruction of the then Government. He is elected
Doloi of Shebait Brahmin and the temple property is practically his property.
So, Sir the property which originally belong to non-Brahmin Shebaits is practically
managed by Brahmin Shebaits, Dolois.

Again Sir, thé revenue of these properties was at half rate granted in 1884
and from those days half the revenue is debited to the temple and half is paid
to Government. In this way most of this revenue is wrongly utilised and
misappropriated by the dolois in the name of the deity. The default of such reve-
nue is for years together, not for one year or for two years, bnt it is for 20 years
and that is why the temple revenue is always in default. I know of the cas::
of one big temple where the revenue was not paid for a long time. It is the duty
of Governmént to look that public property are properly managed. [t is also the
duty of Government to bring in some legislation so that the property which is in
the hands of perscnal possession of the Brahmin Shebaits is returned to the temple
and thereby ensure the safety of the public property so that they can be properly
managed by its own income and not to be mis-managed by the person in whose
name the property stands.

With these words, Sir, I support the Resolution.

3 Shri CHANOO KHERIA : w997 @45 Toztwa, 9= ataqg a7
<raifae A9 w1 SteqNatz witme ratan Ratss G ww @ s @ A wife
afarg ©IF T2 AT IGFACATE A4 FlRATACE @t et | =

WA TIIT R Brats «f ee-crem fREtea . Ao 49t TR
ap P FEE G AT @ A e A oAh ared w4 02 AR @®
A @A G qwm oagm W tifkm; e @B IR
sradi fAES w@ifem ) o wiErd® ats «@F  AtEle IfREET AQne
A9l (AFN AR @eldm wift fafe Sy sf At ST Ffad
asfFate  AF mgisma wtm AwEs ewadme o Gifem ) @ amifen
gatgalaa ATt afwe wtem wtzm 7w TS TifeT wiifte  wEEdln A aify
sAlCEIzaZ B Siffgm | @fem wm 3ta @ q@At weA ARTE {7 TS sim
=fre, 12 A wfE ffare wvce stalfl i cRRatsstz o) ouix
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,Tv?fzm wﬁ Wta'rwaa ffltﬂﬁ%ﬂa Teata s =3 Ejvm:nar 74 WtRy7 Boiwlan Afkacs
a5 9AFIA0T FlEF | 7 ) leg, At 7407 it 2f3 GACHIZ © :
w-aEh (ot TR | b A
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Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is one of the rare
instances where we in the Opposition have been able to agree with a Resolution
moved by Members sitting on the Opposite. This is an important Resolution and
as a matter of fact a very innocuous Resolution. The Resolution only wants that
the Government should take step to bring in a Temple Administration Bill. It
does not tie down the hands of the Government. The Government will take time
to give deep thought into the matter and, after considering various aspects of the
question, may come with a Bi[l before this House. Sir, I hope, Govcrn}ncnt will
accept this Resolution. This is also an overdue Resolution, because, Sir, it is our
desire that lands should really belong to the cultivators. In the present set up
of things it may not be possible to transfer the ownership of lands to the
cultivators. But surely it is possible to stop anarchy where anarchy really prevails
and we have seen that in the administration of temple land and temple
properties, there is utter anarchy and utter chgos to-day. My friend Mr. Das has
stated how thete temple properties have come into being. The Ahom Rajas gave
these Devattar properties, temple properties only for the purpose of dieties residing
in the temple. But as time has rolled on we sec that instead cf the god being the
owner of the properties, the Dolois and other people have been usurping the
properties and there is no hope to save the properties from their hands. 1 know
a particular case just near my own ]1ouse. The Satrakar dewaloi realise annual
revenue of about Rs.9,000 and yet if one cares to go to this temple to see how the
money is wasted will be horified and how the money is usurped by people for
whom it was not meant. Bliog is not given properly within the temple. During
the time of Durga Puja things are not done in the manner they should be done.
The heads of temple is the owner of thousands of rupees, but things are done in a
bad way, money 1s shown to have been spent, but is not actually spent. Sir, as a
matter of fact there is exploitation not only of the gods but also of the tenants, also
other people who live on those lands.  We have seen how oppressive the landlord
Dolois can be. Sir, this kind of oppression should be stopped. As in Madras and
Orissa these temple properties should be in the hands of the Government so that
the power of the Dolois can be curved and things do:_u: in a better way so that not
only the gods can live there but also the people can live and serve for the god.

With these words, Sir, I support the Resolution and hope that Government
will see its way to accept the Resolution.

Swami KRISHNANANDA BRAHMACHARI: w797 @
qezted, MATIT AT AFCA afw 727 31 oA @1 God @ity fF faeir sta oAzt
wigAtAtcateE a¥eble [T w37 @ Slaifaq 3w Awta g7 a1 @mawd cAwig
Fiarel A a7 ffem i 3G Al o7F A AN @7 wAew 2y AW ST @
AR (Fa-7A1 A9 (1 (2 TR I SR (Stazea slT 3T 9 Gt
=7 Bf® 23 | ATAFA (valFA qECEl AR T AtAErT F7AcE @S 1 AfT et wees
Fw (Faled 819 A9 268l F(A (Srazid ©iF F 99 FiEeg 0w T4 Afwy @ix
54 1ta 21O (EIlAIT 258 FTA (TTARCA Ald 3T TFE 7 AT T4 AT
siem e St A0S 27 i 3537 2 FI AR | % F0 g cefen orR-omy,
q wad Al AFAIT [ wifen ate 4%ie @ifem | o2 1@t aiuls s3vics g
efe J&itd seatal J1%d 27 3fa Sitaea ¢ (@FisER1FE (E1ET @i 5AFT TS o 7
gagie cAalRfed C1ITh A wfata A% 1 @1F T ek gsla Tuifs targ
otz 72 A AL AT | Qg 47 A6 (2R NS ARETE AWew A
wida a1 5@ F 51T QA @g 73 A@hm w4

Maulavi MD. UMARUDDIN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I shall be confy

sPEech only with regard to the ad ministrative aspect of Temple lands. sy



1116 RESOLUTIONS [1573 SEP.

Sir, I had the opportunity of associating myself with the administration of
Temple lands about 17 years back. During the depression years of 1932 to 1936,
there was a spate of Bakijai cases in Kamrup district in which many Dolois were
involved. Sir, the Dolois, etc., who were managing Temple lands and properties
of the Lakheraj and Wisf khiraj Estates were in the nature of heirs of these endow-
ments made originally by the Ahom kings and subsequently also recognised by the
British rulers. Sir, I discovered certain basic difficulties standing in the way of
the Dolois, ctc., in realising the rents from the tenants. There were not even
records properly maintained by the Revenue staff of Temple lands scttled with
tenants. The Dolois who were responsible for payment of revenue to the Govern-
ment, have no legal authority to realise the rent from the tenants, except through
lengthy and costly civil suits. I do not thing the law has been changed vyet.
That is why, Sir, the present difficulties of the Dolois arise from the absence ol any
laws by which they could get any real relief. I would like to be enlightened by the
Hon’ble Revenue Minister if there is any proposal to enact any law like lh_c
Certificate Act. The Dolois in that case will get protection under such Act. It is
no good blaming the Dolois only. Many Dolois explained to me their difficulties
in this respects. It is most desirable, Sir, that we have a process by which they
can realise the rents from the tenants more easily instead of going through
expensive methods because among tenants there were many unwilling persons.
The best provision would be anything on the line of the Certificate Act. It is
known as the Bengal Certificate’ Act. This can apply as in the case of the Court

of Wards Estates but I do not think the Temple lands can be taken under the
Court of Wards.

Sir, the whole

question of management and realisation of rents for Temple
lands must be ¢

horoughly examined. That can be done by a separate Bill so that
the Dolois, etc., can be placed on a stronger looting in the matter of realisation of

Rentsssilhen onlV, SinSitwill serve rthe purpose for which the endowments
were created,

With these words, Sir, T support the Resolution.
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Shri HARESWAR DAS (Deputy Minister) : I have listened to the spee-
ches made by the Mover of the Resolution as also by other Honourable Members.
The matter referred to by the Mover, namely that of constant clashes said to be
going on between the Dalois and Paiks, Shebaits and tenants in almost all the
temples in Assam is only true so far as the district of Kamrup is concerned. I
agree to that. As regards the other districts we have not received any complaint.
All the troubles arose in the Kamrup district. As my Friend said,
there are 33 temples, but there are the Satras hesides the temples.
I may give the correct position regarding their administration and
management. The total arrecar revenue of these temples is about Rs.85,500.
Under the law the Government cannot interfere with the administration and
management of the temples. Under section 69B of the Assam Land and Regu-
lation Act Government is entitled to intervene only when there is default in the
payment of land revenue In that case Government can attach the temple pro-
perties. There are six temples, namely Umananda, Sakreswar, Janardan, Poa-
mecca and two others have been so attached. In Umananda there is a Satra
Sangrakhyani Sabha. We have entrusted the representative of that Sabha with the
task of realising the land revenue on the condition of paying 10 per cent. commis-
sion on collection. In the other five temples we have appointed Revenue Agents,
who also get 10 per cent. commission. But still the collection of revenue is not
very satisfactory. In certain temple we received complaints that the Dalois do not
give receipts at all. In others ryots are not paying rent and so on.  So it is very
difficult to ascertain actually how much revenue has been realised and how much
has been apropriated by the Dalois themselves. We have deputed a Sub-Deputy
Collector to supervise collection work. Similar other conditions have also been
laid down in respect of other temples. In this way we are trying to realise arrear
revenue. But still it has not made much satisfactory progress. So at present we
have drawn up a scheme according to which we shall provide for a Sub-Deputy
Collector with necessary staff to make collections and pay 25 per cent. of the collec-
tion to the temple for running daily worship, etc. There are many temples where
daily Pujas are almost absent. There are again some others where daily worship-
ping is managed by donations and ‘pranamis’ etc. So according to the scheme
that I have already stated, 25 per cent. of the collection will be spent for daily

worship and temple management retaining the other 75 per cent. for payment of
revenue, current and arrears.

Sir, the position of the Shebaits is secured by certain judicial pronounce-
ments. There are judicial pronouncements in their favour.

That an Act to control temple administration is necessary is admitted by all.

Government is at present engaged in examining the different Acts governing temple
administration in different parts of India.

But there are certain difficulties. How are we to proceed ? Will the temple
be abolished and their lands resumed by Government and allotted among ]a:}dlcs;'.
people or will the proposed Act simply aim at controlling their _admmxstration i
In the former case compensation will have to be paid, which possibly Goycrnmcpt
cannot do. Government will appreciate very much if the hon, Members send in
their suggestions which will help Government very much. We want co-operation
from all. Government therefore proposed to formulate its scheme 11 the light of
the rules and Acts that prevail in other places of India, Government also ; want
to study the conditions in all its aspects that obtain at present in this Province.
When all these have been done, we shall go ahead with our scheme and give it a
final shape. In this we want the co-operation of all the Members of this House.

In view of what I have said, I request the Mover to withdraw his Resolution,
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Shri RADHIKA RAM DAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, in view of the statement
made by the Deputy Minister and with the hope that the Bill will be brought
immediately, I beg leave of the House to withdraw my Resolution.

Mr. SPEAKER : I want to ascertain whether the hon. Member has the
leave of the House to withdraw his Resolution.

(There were cries of ¢ No ” from the Opposition].

Then I shall have to put the question.

The question is:  “ That in view of the fact that constant clashes are going
on between the Dalois and Paiks, Shebaits and tenantsin almost all the temples
of Assam and in view of the fact that many of the Dalois have failed to pay the
Government dues and the temple properties have been attached for non-payment
of Government revenue and Puja and Bhog have to be stopped in some of the
temples due to mismanagement by the Dalois, this /‘ssembly is of opinion that
the Government of Assam do immediately bring a Temple Administration Bill
for the better management of the temple affairs and temple properties.”

The House divided.

Ayes—12. Noes—63.
1. Shri Ranendra Mohon Das.
2. Mr. A. S. Khongphai. 1. Shri Bishnu Ram Medhi.
3. Md. Umaruddin. 2. Shri Motiram Bora.
4. Maulavi Md. Pahar Khan. 3. Rev. J. J. M. Nichols-Roy.
5. Maulavi Mukhtar Ali. 4. Shri Rupnath Brahma.
6. Dr. Homeswar Deb Choudhury., 5. Maulavi Abdul Matlib Mazum-
7. Shri Radha Charan Chaudhury. dar.
8. Shri Hareswar Goswaml. 6. Shri Ram Nath Das.
9. Shri Gaurisankar Bhattacharyya. 7. Shri Omeo Kumar Das.
10. Shri Dandiram Dutta. 8. Shri Baidyanath Mookerjee.
11. Shri Sarju Prasad Singh. 9. Pu R, Dengthuama,
12. Shri Ghana Kanta Gogol. -10. Pu Lalbuaia.

11. Pu Ch. Saprawnga.

12, Shri Ramesh Chandra Das Chou-
dhury.

13. Maulavi Mahmud Alj,

14. Shri Ram Prosad Chubey.

15. Shri Raghunandan Dhubi,

16. Shri Raichand Nath.

17. M. Moinul Haque Choudhury.

18. Shri Nanda Kishore Sinha,

19. Shri Kistobin Rymbai.

20. Shri Nihang Rongpher,

21. Shri Khorsing Terang,

22. Mr. Emonsing Sangma,

23. Mr. Aaran Sangma.

24. Shri Jatindra Narayan Dag,

25. Swami Krishnananda Brahma-
chari.

26. Shri Hareswar Das.

27. Shri Khagendranath Nath,

28. Shri Hakim Chandra Rabha,

29. Shri Baikuntha Nath Das,

30. Shri Sriman Prafulla Chandra,
Goswami,

31. Shri Prabhat Chandra Goswani,
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32,
33.
34.
35¢
36.
37
38.
39.
40,
41,
42,
43.
44.
45.
46.
47.
48,
49,
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59

60.
61.
62.
63.

(The Resolution was negatived.)
Adjournment

Shri Dharanidhar Basumatari.
Shri Mahendra Nath Deka.
Shri Radhika Ram Das.

Shri Purandar Sarma.

Shri Davidson Bhabora.

Shri Biswadev Sarina.

Shri Kamala Prasad Agarwalla.
Shri Gahan Chandra Goswami.
Shri Baliram Das.

Shri Mahendra Hazarika.

Shri Bimala Kanta Bora.

Shri Lila Kanta Bora.
Mohammed Idris.

Shri Rajendranath Barua.

Shri Chanoo Kheria.

Shri Mal Chandra Pegu.

Shri Debeswar Rajkhowa.

Shri Nilmani Phookan.

Shri Harinarayan Baruah.

Shri Girindranath Gogoi.

Shri Ananda Chandra Bezbarua.
Shri Purnananda Chetia.

Shri Sarveswar Barua.

Shri Hem Chandra Hazarika.
Shri Karka Chandra Doley.
Shri Ramesh Chandra Barooah.
Shri Indreswar Khaund.

Shri Jadunath Bhuyan.

Shri Manik Chandra Das.

Shri Jogakanta Barua.

Shri Harihar Chowdhury.

Shri Jadab Chandra Khakhlari.

The Assembly was then adjourned till 10 a.m., on Tuesday, the 16th Septem-

ber, 1952.

Shillong,

L
The 19th December, 1952. |

A. G. P, (L, A) No,165/52—110—23-12-1952,

R. N. BARUA,
Secretary,

Legislative Assembly, Assam.
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