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Proceedings of the First Session of the Assam Legislative Assembly
assembled after the first General Election under the Sovereign
Democratic Republican Constitution of India.

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 10 A.M. on Satur-

day, the 1st April, 1952.
PRESENT

B.L., Speaker, in the Chair, the ten

The Hon’ble Shri Kuladhar Chaliha,
d eighty-six Members.

Hon’ble Ministers, two Deputy Ministers an

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

(To which answers were laid on the table)

s of Dakshin Saru Bansar Mauza and Pub-Chamaria

Cultivable land
Mauza

Shri RADHACHARAN CHAUDHURY asked :

35. (a) Are Government aware that some thousand bighas of cultivable land
of Dakshin Saru Bansar Mauza and Pub-Chamaria Mauza of Kamrup District

are still under water on account of stoppage of the mouth of the river Kulsi ?
(b) If so, do Government propose to take steps for necessary redress ?

The Hon’ble Shri MOTI RAM BORA replied :
35. (aj—We have no information, Deputy Commissioner has been asked to
submit a report. The information will be submitted on receipt of the report.

(h)-—Does not arise.

Scholarships for Plains Tribal Students

Shri BAIKUNTHA NATH DAS asked :

36. (a) Is it a fact that all the scholarships from Lower Primary up to the
Matriculation allotted to the Plains Tribal Students of Assam for their educational

improvement were cancelled with effect from 1951 ?
(b) Ifso, why ?
The Hon’ble Shri OMEO KUMAR DAS replied :

36. (a)—No.
(6)—Does not arise.

Training Schools in Tribal Areas

Shri RADHACHARAN CHAUDHURY asked :
37. (a) Do Government propose to open new Training Schools in Tribal

areas ?
(b) If so, do Government propose to consider the questi st
L5 stion of openi

Guru-Training, or Normal 'Training School in the triba(llarcas of soutllz balrlﬂ% oE;‘

Kamrup District ?
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The Hon’ble Shri OMEO KUMAR DAS replied :

37. (@)—There is' no such proposal at the moment., _7
(6)—Does not arise.

Land Colony for Ex-servicemen .
Shri GAURISANKAR BHATTACHARYYA asked:

38. Will Government be pleased to state whether it proposes to establish any
Land Colony in the State for Ex-servicemen as in other States of India ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Deputy Minister) replied :

38.—The position of this State is not similar to those of other States of India,

: 2
The number of Ex-Service people willing to take up cultivation is very small in
this State and they desire to have lands near about their homes, so that they may
live with their own men. In view of this it was considered not worthwhile to start
any Land Colony. Government, however, in order to provide land to all Ex- |
service people instructed all the Deputy Commissioners to rehabilitate them |
suitably on land in their respective districts wherever there be any such demand -
and actually land has been so provided. |
. |
Ruins of “Chand Sadagar® |
Shri RADHACHARAN CHAUDHURY asked : |
39. (4) Are Government aware of the existence of some ruins of ¢“Chand : #’
Sadagar” near at Chhaygaon ? {
(8) If so, do Government propose to take proper steps for its research
and safeguard of these ruins ? '
The Homn’ble Shri OMED KUMAR DAS replied:
39. (a)—Yes.
(6)—The matter is under active consideration of Government.
Flood-affected areas of the North Bank of Dibrugarh Subdivision
o

Shri KARKA CHANDRA DOLEY asked:

.. 40. (a) Isit afact that the Deputy Com'missioner of Lakhimpur district never :
visited the earthquake and flood-affected areas of the North Bank of Dibrugarh
Subdivision after that great earthquake ?

(6) Are Government aware that no relief, practically has been given to
the people of Dhemaji and Sissi Mauzas of Dibrugarh Subdivision who were
affected by the last earthquake and: flood ?

(¢) Will Government be pleased to. state the number of distressed l
families at present in the North Bank of Dibrugarh Subdivision caused by the
last earthquake and flood ? :

4
(d). What kinds of reliefs have been given to these earthquake and flood- \,
affected people of that area and to what extent ?
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Shri HARESWAR DAS (DeP“tYMinister) replicd:

40. (a) to (d)—A report was called from ‘the Deputy ‘Commissioner, Lakhim-

ur but it has not yet been received, T : :
{Jhc report is received. he hon. Membher will be informed when

Shri KARKA CHANDRA DOLEY: Zufs fial 2ty sRdcnes
@I A 497 coha MRIAT T AREe st o iEs Aivs @t ity
(aSEAITT Lz relief fom tetg (7 1% @3 R se T Y99S iteT P

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Deputy Minister) . - 9if i
A6 =191 (37 FITM report csita 71T |

Shri KARKA CHANDRA DOLEY: 71 413 991 0t “fedfecacss
4% fa9ta ¢Fitm interest |=H | A4 .

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Deputy Minister): 4313 539 at
(12AR 51%S @MtFE I 9itg | Sigeta report wifzearz @it {wem sfw
ATl | .

Shri KARKA CHAND}{A DOLEY: @tss <fiBwica 98 o
Ait At gz Ty 9¥ [ sdeebs gota e 723 @ P

Shri DALBIR SINGH LOHAR : The reply to questions (a) to (d) is—A
report was called from the Deputy Commissioner, Lakbimpur. but it has not yet
pbeen received. IR RATEF €3 FU wfim HA@Ea 9T o AR S In9e
qizfRaiFs €t IIF TR_A 57 9i® wiq it 3997 FfE= AT P Iwe:
o Tz A IFCICE @2 fyAbfRaE are ?

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Deputy Minister): g s
e @2l w18 | Report @ifitacz 3 43t 317 |

Shri DALBIR SINGH LOHAR : 3% Government ¥ &y
Atcaiti—32ate Bad *f¥@ @ Deputy Commissioner CRE&AF 512 a1 car
12 Q3B A BT :

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Deputy Minister): «%tht sfy =3
ataiza | Report wifzeanz & 33 |

Court House at Goalpara

Shri HAKIM CHANDRA RABHA asked:

41. (a) Are Government aware that there is much congestion in the Court
House at Goalpara for want of sufﬁcmnt_ space and that officers of different
branches are huddled together to the detriment of efficient work and health ?

(b) Do Government propose to undertake extension of the Gourt House
ta Goalpara immediately ? :



ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO THE ASSAM EMBANK- [1sr ApL,
e MENT AND DRAINAGE WORKS ADVISORY
COMMITTEE.

Shri HARESWAR DAS (Deputy Minister) replied :

41. (a)—Government have no information.
(b)—Does not arise.

Ke non-receipt of replies to certain Questions

Shri ANANDA CHANDRA BEZBARUA : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I sent some
questions before I came to Shillong but it appears that those questions have not
een answered.. May I know, Sir, what happened to those questions ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The date for re ; .
been fixed on the 3rd April, 1952 and if the House continues you will get the
answers. The Ministry have received 149 unstarred questions out of which 119

have already been replied to and out of 3 starred questions received 2 have been
replied to,

ply to those questions has

Election of Members to the Public Accounts Committee

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :
to the Public Accounts Committee.
1952, the following hon, Members ar

I shall now announce the result of election

As a result of voting held on the 31st March
e declared elected :—

Shri Harihar Choudhury ;

Shri Hem Chandra Chakravarty ;
M. Moinul Haque Choudhury ;

. Shri A. Alley ;
Shri Mal Chandra Pegu ; and

.. Maulavi Muhammad Umaruddin.

oy om0 =

Election of Members to the Assam Embankment and Dy

ainage Works
Advisory Committee

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The following hon. Members a
declared elected to th

) re hereby
¢ Assam Embankment and Drainage Works
Committee ;—

Advisory

From the Plains Districts
1. Shri Rai Chand Nath ;
Shri Kamala Prasad Agarwalla g
3. Shri Mahendra Hazarika ;
4, Shri Jatindra Narayan Das ;
. Shri Ananda Chandra Bezbarua ;
6. Shri Manik Chandra Das ;

7. Shri Dandi Ram Dutta ;

S
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From the Hills Districts

Shri Aaran Sangma being the only candidate from the Hills Districts, is also
hereby declared elected unopposed.

Further Debate on the Motion r¢: Food and Cloth situation of the
State of Assam

The Hon’ble the SPEAEKER : The time allotted for each hon. Member is
15 mlgutes. Mr. Umaruddin, will you be able to finish within the time
limit ?

Maulavi Md. UMARUDDIN : Sir, I shall try to finish my speech in 15
minutes but if I can make it worthwhile I may kindly be given a few minutes
€..¢  more in order to finish my speech.

Sir, we are discussing a very important subject, »iz., the Food and Cloth
situation of our State. We cannot have an adequate and complete idea of the
gravity and magnitude of the food problem, unless we take into consideration
the overhaul food position of India.

Sir, it is known to every body that since the last War, I mean, since 1942-43,
there has been food shortage in India and this has beco;nc a serious problem.
Bengal was one of the worst victims of famine, unknown in the History of  the
World. The total casualities, it was said, was far in excess of the casualities of the
last World War. After that we had a rude shock to the concmusness'of the_ fact
that we are short of food to the tune of over 2 million tons. 8o, {mmedmtely
Government of India undertook anad hoc Grow-more-food production Scheme,
There was not enough effort in the country to implement 1t though certain schemes - 1
were introduced here and there. Butin 1947 the Partition of the country and .
secession of Pakistan from the rest of India, made the food situation in the country
far worse than what it was and at that time, the shortage of food was estlmgted at
about 4'8 million tons. If we examine the problem from the point of view of
population, we have a population of 325-2 millions and about 75 per c‘(:'ent. of
our population depend for their maintenance on agriculture. Therefore, Sir, t_he
Government of India has been able to realise that the salvation of our country 11.33
in the improvement of agriculture and the augmenting of food production. Sir,
our agriculture is the poorest in the wor}d. Though we have got one of the most
- fertile lands in the world, the average yield of crop per acre 18 not only the lowest
in the world but the figures are actually very tragic, I would here quote some
figures with regard to rice. In _Indla. the average g_mzld per acre in terms of rice
is only 9 maunds i.e., per Bigha 3 maunds : in U. S. A. itis 18 maunds per
acre or about 6 maunds per Bigha ; in Japan 1t 1s 29 m?unds per acre or about
9 maunds per bigha ; and in Egypt and Italy the yield is 36_maunds per acre or
12 maunds per bigha. The yield in terms of paddy will be proportionately

| higher.

|

So, Sir, our yield per bigha of land is the lowest, and it is not possible for us

to wait any longer and unless some special measures are taken to lmprove our

, agriculture we can have no escape from the dire consequences. ‘With the increase
" of our population, the question of feeding them is becoming daily acute. Every

ear we are adding 50 lacs of hungr mouths to our already heavy population

which is the second largest in the world, Thatis why the agricultural problem
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has become the most important problem in India. So the Government of India
has introduced certain measures to tackle all the problems relating to agriculture
to promote the cause of food production. The poor yield of our land is not only
due to the growing lack of soil fertility but also due to the medieval technique of
agricul ure and lack of capital to be employed in it and there are other contributory
factors such as fragmentation of lands and Zamindary system etc,

The Government of India introduced the Grow-More-Food Campaign on a
integrated basis from the year 1947, but in 1919 it was realised {hat the tempo
of the campaign must be increased otherwise it would be impossible for us to
cope with the daily increasing population. Therefore in 1949 the Prime Minister
of India, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru drew pointed attention of our countrymen to
the food problem and stressed the need of solving the problem and assured that
India would attain self-sufficiency in food by 1951 and after that there would be
no food imports from abroad. But unfortunately, Sir, due to natural calamities
and other causes not only we failed to attain the self-sufficiency but in the year 1951
we faced the worst situation in our history so far as food was concerned. Actually

our import in that year rose to 7 million tons and this year it is estimated to be 5
million tons.

Now we are placed in this desperate position and we do not know
what may happen in the future. Upto the year 1949-50 Assam used to export in
the average one lakh tons of food grains to the rest of India,

Therefore though the Government of India spent some money for the Grow-
More-Food Campaign and our Government had a share of it, still there was little
visible activity or result. The position was further aggravated by the devastation
caused by the great carthquake in the year 1950, resulting in the tremendous
shqrtage of f09dstqﬁ' in the province, Sir, that brought us face to face with'a very
;egltt)nas (f)ood sltuation and today the total shortage is estimated at something like
o Od’a?] d tm}f.‘ hSO’ Sir, it seems that a province which was once self-sufficient in
e o‘fNrim also after fulfilling local commitments used to export a big
fore if we wans (o C L€ parts of India, is now faced with a heavy deficit. There-
S togetha 0 meet this deficiency, if we want to keep our people in ijdY anh
eyt et oDt measursi sl way and mplemnt e 1. ch
o Sapplls e e disaster that lies ahead. Sir, the Hon’ble

: yesterday said that though the Government of India has
promised to supply ug 1,47,000 tons of food grains there is no certainty that the

whole quantity will 1, i :
Z € available an i : L e
required quota in termg SR S i

of ri i : i gselling at
Rs.120 10 130 S ge will be avm[able. : Last year rice was # gSir
Withieneh .aund and there was terrible distress in the countryside. )
1L such a grave situation faci yve can
adopt so that we acing us today, we must see what measures W

el i can at least arrest the deterioration in our food situation if Acy
. attaming self- a : In the long speech delivered by thcbli-lon big

. ay he only gave certain facts and figures to enable us
judge to what extent th . Bodsirbili’ het dn gthe future. But there
€ plan so far pursued by Government in meeting the ioci)g

; 25 10 mention of the various schemes pursued by Governmen
this respect an_d no mention of what has been the rcsultpduring the last few years.
I't has been said that they want cone i
and members of the public, but till now we do not know what plan and programme
Government are following in the various directions, 1In the absence of that, Sir,
how can we make our suggestions ? The Government should have placed a copy
of the detailed plan of the activities in various spheres of agricultural improvement,

shortage, there w

=

|
!
L ﬂ
=
54
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as for instance, irrigation, land improvement, manuring, fertilisation, seed
production, etc. But nothing has been done. So we cannot judge actually what
our Government has been doing during the last 5 years with the fund which was
provided by the Government of India in the interest of the Grow-More-Food

Campaign.

Sir, only we are told from time to time through soms sort of press communi-
ques which are issued by the Assam Publicity Department, of the various activities
of the Government and their so-called achievements. But we have no information
whatsoever actually what has been done and what are the actual results of the
various schemes introduced by the Government. Sir, I find that the Grow-More
Enquiry Committee set up by the Government of India will be visiting the State of
ours in the beginning of May next and the Ministry of Food has issued a certain
set of questionnaire in a book not only to the State Governments but also to
individuals and non-official bodies for eliciting opinion on the various proplems

affecting the Grow-More-Food Schemes. Sir, this book of questionnaire has again

been issued by the Director of Information and Publicity Department of the

Government of Assam. This book is full of information. So, if this book had
been circulated among the Members of this House, we would have offered our
suggestions to them and thereby not only they but this Government also would
have been benefitted—on the basis of our suggestions. T do not know, Sir,
whether our Government have sent their replies to the questionnaire, the last day
for which was the 15th March. But it is a matter of real disappointment

MAHENDRA MOHAN CHAUDHURY : For the
Sir, the last date for sending replies to the
7th April next. So, if the hon. Member

behalf, he can do so even now.

The Hon’ble Shri
information of the hon. Member,
questionnaire has been extended to
wants to give any suggestions in this

Maulavi MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN: My point is, Si}', that this book
of questionpaire was not circulated among the Members of this House. As g,
matter of fact we are not aware of this.

MAHENDRA MOHAN CHAUDEURY: Sir, j
blic through the Deputy Commissioners and the
fit. It has been circulated among

The Hon’ble Shri
has been circulated among the pu :
Subdivisional Officers with Assames¢ rendering 0
the hon. Members of this House also.
ARUDDIN : I think the circulation shoulg

Maulavi MUHAMMAD UMAE AN :
his food situation came up for discussion,

have been given effect to long before t

The Hom’ble Shri MAHENDRA MOHAN CHAUDHURY :  As 5o
as we recei ed the book of questionnaire we made our efforts to circulate it
among the Members of this House.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN: But the time for submission of
our replies is about to expire, Sir.

The Hon’ble Shri MAHENDRA‘ MOHAN CHAUDHURY . Th
time has been extended up to the 7th April next. e

Maulavi MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN : Even then, Sir, this exte
of time is going to expire soon. I am surprised to see the apathy of the Gq
ment in this vital problem.

The Hom’ble Shri MAHENDRA MOHAN CHAUDHURY .
received by the second fortnight of March and we made every effort to ; et Wag
published here as carly as possible. 8¢t they,

nSiOn
Vern.

\
A\
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The Hom’ble the SPEAKER: The Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of
Supply Department will reply in this connection in due course.
u

i MUHAMMAD UMARUDDIN : Sir, in this connection

Nﬁ-::i: should have placed all their cards on the table, Thi_s Problcm is
Sover that without the co-operation of the whole House and the public in gener_al
= 'bl‘gr’n ossible for the Government alone to solve it. - Here I may quote a certain
1 ;va]:ion made in the book of questionnaire: “The targets of additional
OE;‘:luction under the Grow-More-Food Programme are, al present, framed at the
headquarters of the State Goverm_nents without_carrylng out local surveys 9f food
roduction possibilities and at this stage there isno close consultation with the
ipntel'esw concerned with the actual production. The system of imposing the
target from the top might have the effect of rendering it unrealistic. For this
reason, the Planning Commission has suggested the
tion Councils, who would dl:aw up the productio
and also the targets of : addil_:lonal prduction for th
there are certain directions given by the Centre a
responsibility of the Stz_zte Governments. It is n
should take the House into confidence and tel] the
connection and what are the projects started and
so that every Member of this House, in his respe
his co-operation and help, if

e village.”” It seems, Sir, that
nd to carry them out is the
ecessary that the Government
m what are the plansin this
where they have been started,

- ctive constituency, could give
sought, in achieving suceess.

Sir, I will deal with the schemes tha
ment under various heads, as for instance,
land improvement, manuring, fertilisatio

administration, land reforms, general, etc. We found some time ago a Press
Report in the Hindustan Signdarg giving a complete picture of the activities of
the Assam  Government ip the field of grow-more-food, I think the figures

m the Government of Assam, because I ﬁ"d' 'fhat
fuoted in the speeches of the Hon’ble Finance Miuister
: ency the Governor of Assam . I therefore think that these
figures have officia] sanction. is said that 36 Grow-More-Food schemes were
X eads under which the activities }:ver_c
chitrated vaJor Irrigation, Minor Irrigation, Power Irrigation, Mechani-
= %UI~t1‘;‘au?n and Seed Mu“iplication, etc. Lt was stated thatg in 1951 the total
T Jrrl‘gg 883 schemes undertaken were 954 and the target of area
_ > 3 acres o : i 2,000
tons in the same yea’xr. But the rr:: the target of additional produce was 32,

ult ¢f i e actull
covered and of the out-turn receiye " wither in terms of the aes Y

: d : Iso said
ot Government intro el i e Was not made available. It was a
cultivation and the area

rrigation Scheme articularly for Boro
to he covered P Major
icati : 3 s 12,60 der the aj0
Irrigation Scheme in 1951, 13 Projects were eom ,16 Od acrgs : U:x el
was 55,500 acres. By mecha Pleted and the are

: nised cultiye s :d to
have been reclaimed, What is more in}cvdllon 15,000 acres of land are said

A eresting ; d Multipli-
cation Scheme, the Government distributed 1%,65331121:0 t;ngf?l; ;?;s %:ﬁl ol eqlf;al
be covereq Was only 15,000 acres. Thes;
can be distribuged in the area indicated :I‘hatoi:vv;al" sSu_ch. a large qlt:ingriytgi s’ézt
Motion on Agrfculture I said that whatever we see Iyr’i tll:g ;r;n’;y :pgfs and Govern-
ment Commumgues cannot be accepted a4 true, without v‘zr?ﬁclzttion of course.
We do not see in the country-side any visip]e sign of any effort by the Govern-
ment to promote the Grow-More-Food Campaign. Then again for the year, i. é.,
1952-53, the toial area to he benefitted under Major Irrigation schemes is 3
lakhs 58 thousand acres. We have got some 16 Major

ajor Irrigation projects to be
started at the cost of 38} lakhs of rupees and the area to be benefitted is one lakh

t have been taken up by the Govern-
major irrigation, minor irrigation,
n, miscellaneous, price and control,
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40 thousand acres and the additional yield is estimnated at 31 thousand tons. Then
the estimate prepared for 13 more schemes will cost 29 lakhs 36 thousand rupees
and the area to be benefitted is one lakh acres and the extra yield is estimated to
be 22 thousand tons. Again there are 18 more projects of which survey has been
taken up, and they are estimated to benefit one lakh 18 thousand acres.. So, Sir

we find that under these schemes about 3,58,000 acres are going to be beneﬁ,ttcdj
Then again we find at page 10 of the Budget speech of the Hon’ble Minister of
Finance that since 1946 rupees 12 lakhs have been spent for drainage and

embankment schemes and the area reclaimed is claimed to be 66,000 acres.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : You have got two minutes more.

Maulavi Md. UMARUDDIN : Then, Sir, since 1949-50, 45 Embankment
and Drainage Schemes to cost 120 lakhs of rupees to benefit a total area of
3,60,000 acres have also been undertaken. These are the various schemes and
these are the amounts of money which the State Government have been spending
on the varicus schemes for the Grow More-Food Campaign, and inspite of the
tremendous cost, what is the net result we find ? We find that we are still short
of 2 lakhs 50 thousand tons of food. Sir, the Government have totally failed to
impress the pecple—to draw their sympathy and to catch their imagination
towards this vital matter and bave thus failed to enlist their co-operation in the
implementation of these various schemes which are costing huge sums of money.
We find that in the village nobody knows anything ab_out the Grow-Mo_re~Food
Campaign. All that we find is that there are some sign boards hung in some
places throughout the length and breadth of Assam Access Road but not in the
interior of the villages. All these are being done without taking into considera-
tion the potentialities of the areas where these schemes are being operated. Sir,
it has been clearly laid down in the instructions of the Government of India that
the places to be selected under the Five Year Plan for such schemes should be of
assured and regular water supply or raiufall. They should be concentrated in
places where the results may be assessed due to the success of the schemes

opcrated under such favourable conditions. But no such consideration has been

given by Government while selecting the places. Sir, if we cannot solve the food

i -1 some extra ordinary efforts then we shall lose the sympath
prcéb]cmoqg;g({ilgnw;}hthe masses. 1 thing the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of‘ppocg
a}? lilo.taic into consideration all these points. He should visit the interior of
s oust te and inspire the people to come forward and co-operate with the
the Sta ent in implementing the various schemes designed to increase the food
Gox:lernt{nn He should place himself at the vanguard of the aFtack on the
pro ilc loof food shortage. In this connection, Sir, my suggestion is that there
problgrr]; a Central Food Committee at the State level formed with the hop,
shou b = of the House as well as others who can really render help to solve the
. ?til roblem with their suggestion and co-operation. I think, Sir, thig
e V'ttccpshould visit the places where these schemes are being executed ang
Comfml themselve whether these schemes are_being executed properly and whethep
Sgc or oing to yield the desired result. The Agriculture Department. as it jg
= ?tl;ftgd isgnm capable of implementing the various schemes which they haye
coln;lstl We find a lot of talk in the paper and a lot of propaganda for thig
5 enal:llp!.l but they have not r eached the masses in the interior. We should go ¢
:ﬁ?i]:lte%ior and tell the villagers that unless they contribute towards the solutigp

of this most vital problem of food shortage, we shall be no where.

Sir, the Government have now come to realise the immense harm created ¢
a result of diversion of land from paddy cultivation to growing cash crops. Ty
Hon’ble Shri Munshi has now come to realise this wrong policy. We must bi
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; iversion of land to other cash crop
very careful in such magerts f:r‘;g. Séiottl-a;\tio?‘e R e ey a_sem_ot:;
Seatan . o ahCC rice of paddy at Rs.9 to Rs. 10 per maund while ju d
mistake to have fixed the P70 er maund, mustard at Rs. 28 to Rs:30 per maun ?
R RSS-t RIsJ 20 per maund. This has resulted in diversion o
and pulses, etc., at Rs.l : L CET Bt e Shober GosralSaa, o i baaieen
lang S fg.?xctli ?asgszlrc?;gpe;nd any artificial fixation of price for food crops is

rops L
: i‘;f'ooung topadversely affect food production.

; he
5 i f paddy, we should encourage t
ir, i ncrease the production o 4%
i .S“;E ax o;dg;rt;’;nd Dumahi paddy. They are not now grown all ?Ve;ssam
Hpyationia 1d also encourage the preduction of Aus in those_ parts © d e
State. We should also e At the same time we must also introduce dou
where it is not grown nm}\;. cultivation of paddy some other kind of pulses cgp
(:Il‘op{));ng- overllongixgll;atneeougly. Sir, the immigrants have been doing tatké:
iv??h o%lc-l result. If the same crop is grown on the land every time it e
more §ut of the s:yil nutrient but if some other kinds OfbcrOPS“_?uChof‘ls tl?roﬁg}’l
imi inous varieties are grown by rotation 1
etc., or similar crops of leguminous va 5 : : : e Toill and
g : : trient 1s again added to the
mixed or inter-crepping, some kind of nu : i
the fertility of the lapr}?:l is not lost thereby. These are Slmplewmetﬁoiio;:\rﬂd Sir%
following them we can solve our problem to a great eﬁ{tent } 13 e intzensive
Sylhet which was once deficit in food could make up t at deficit by e o
cultivation of Boro. The yield of Boro is also high n comparison WISXS Biota
varieties of paddy—about three times more than other kind of paddy.
is cultivate

d in the winter months, it does not interfere with other CI'O\K,!’;
There are large number of beels and swamps where Boro can be grown.
should also increase the out-turn of Sali

cultivation. Tt requires assured water

supply. This can be done by power pump or digging wells where no ﬂowuillg
streams can be harnessed for canal irrigation. Sir, in U, P. thousands of wells
have been €xcavated. We can also grow more Sali by providing water by means
of power pumps ang digging wells. I myself have been thinking of ex_penmentmgf
on this method in some selected places. If the Hon’ble Minister—n_l-ChafgﬁS ol
Food desires, [ may show him how this can be done where the cultivation of Sali
s suffering due to drought or lack of rainfall.
need js this: we want to be immune as far as possible fro.n]ll ?}112
= , rainfall. If we can irrigate with the aid of streams, wit o
aid of power pumps, etc., we shall to a great extent be relieved from the vaga necsi

our food production will not suffer much. Then, Sir, A(‘;s % e
91{;0138 suffer for want of manure. The manure supplied by Gover
nificant,

T
P Compost must be produced on a large scale and efforts
tion intensified

So what we
uncertainties of

ment is insig
in this direc

The bell rang again
I had to Say something : :

: more on other aspects of food IZ'I‘Od‘J‘Ctlmt1 }:utsi‘_:
I have no time, towards the end I would only suggest to Government to
up a Central Food Committee

: ) at State level and try to solve the food problem
with their advice angd co-oper

ation as early as possible,

Shri GHANA KANTA GOGOI: Mr.

observations on the food problem of the State,

Speaker, Sir, T rize to make a few

Sir, this food

problem is a very great problem and its solution requires the
co-operation of all of us,

: icul-
On my part, I can say this much that I am an agricu
turist and I will do my little bit to proc,iuce what I can and I would also ask
people in my side of the ¢

ountry to do the same. One thing to which}f want 1'1:0
draw the attention of the Government is this: many people in Upper Assam who

1
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were uprooted from their homes by the devastating floods and the earthquake
and who are going landless and homeless, must be given settlement of land.
They are mostly agriculturlsts and _thcy will help in the pr_oduct:on of more food
if land and agricultul'al loans are timely given. Then, Sir, many ex-tea garden
labourers are settled in the country side of Upper Assam. They have been asking
for land since a long time but they have not got any land as yet. They are as
good cultivators as the Muslim immigrants or the peasants of Lower Assam, and
if they get land they will produce food. Then, I find in Upper Assam some
refugée people who are settling in the villages_and many of th_em hqve taken shelter
with the Assamese householdt.ars and are helping them in thﬂr cultwathn. _I think
these people also should be given some l_and for cultivation ; that will increase
food prodﬁction. Sir, the Hon’ble Minister may say that this comes under the
head ‘Land Settlement”. Butfood grows on land and the question of land
settlement will come along with the question of growing of food.

. which I find, Sir, that there are many poor cultivators who
are sﬁrlztc)};-e;11tzl:tl?ﬁcy cannot buy seeds, bullocks and other implements. These
peoplepmust be providcd with agricultural loans 1n good time, so t}fl‘at they may
undertake their cultivation. I know many such people aPplylrllng or loans and
their applications were returned from the office on the plcaﬁt at 8they were not
Smeittéd in proper forms. Often thf:y have to wait for lor months aftgr
submission of their applications but still they do not get }::_ng{l oz:n. {'ph«:;r find it
easier to go to the Mahajans who advance money at a high rate of interest, I

would therefore ask Government to give agricultural loans to such people and

that promptly.

: food that can be grown in the country will be. grown. I feel
evenstllzé:%flzrz” v.irl:ﬁ be shortage because lakhs of people *{:orkmg in the tea
gardens do not produce food; they produce only tea and }Jeoc{a t} Cam}llot sustain on
tea alone, 1f Government finds it difficult to procure 700 orht ese people, I
Wosld saypest that the Indian Tea Association _s}.lould be given %1‘ <}:l ance to import
food fmn%goutside and should be given all facilities to do so. ey have got an

efficient machinery and they will be able to do so.

e ould like to make a few observations about cloth and yarn, T
woulg};ci’tig’éo\:’blc Minister to see that a llbera!l %;mti‘ ogm}"am between the
counts ;O and 60, be imported and made ava-ll)a aia gota of w?men&’lk who

roduce hand-woven cloth in our country. If a liber qt ; yarns could he
p + 1'anbl to them, the cloth situation would to a great extent be eased. [f
ma_de availa Fi) secured in India, I would suggest that steps should l?e taken
A C.al}mt © oan and other countries as well. As regards other textile prodyts
fopor o Japan a1 00 U L el and. conre b
that common people may get plenty of them.l hlr}’mus el S de dound:gn duty of
Government to_provide people with food, ¢ Oi‘ h 1 3 -f ucation and jif
Go Zl;“rximcnt fail in these respects, tnc miseries OSt Ie_geollbde will be untglg and
thevreaction for the failure will be very grave. t-o agg t ask Government to do
all that is possible, t© take stock of the food situation Iy t0 meet the

i deficit

by importing food from outside.
i i i in the country. The people in
H re is seething discontent in I ot Stare s
it r? ;fjst:lflte power to the Party, on the other side of the House and gq they hive
got the absolute responsibility of solving this problem. 1, of cou ve
';ghat we. on this side of the House, shirk our responsibilities ; we wi
i possigle but the main task is on the shoulders of our Friends
Sir I’ will not take more time and with these few observationg

seat.,

to.

I resume my
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o3 P g, wifit @i cevte g SIS 7R Bt apia AAtcal
TS 5 aif @t 9 s A2t =7 =lr9 wtof 27 aAtfa, @tz ot @
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Shri MOHENDRA HAZARIKA: on 4 ekt
@fBesez 73 | . fifes * Azfe. <&

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : o3¢ T FA 1

M. MOINUL HAQUE CHAUDHURY : The i of the hon. Member does
not indicate so much scarcity of maida and sygar in Mikir Hillss Sif
(Laughter). &
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aifz  wafmesa ass g, 6 T Free Sale wfaca | QU
agfFats FEcdE it A REe T Fweg o wzg o A2 Tl CF
gzt @, @rTE i zaEed, @ T, @, omed’ gfe 1 oERAl EEn Rl
afr BfE wiediad 4fe, AT AR T i g o 9 939 G
wigaAla Az Afwied 79 FHEE @2 5999 FleAlR aigs, otre gs AR 4R
Tiw 2fRElCE A ©lg Ftacd @F GIFIE 17 A |

o7 fios, 4 ofoAs  TEE TN WM reea sweata® ol @, 92
fifFa Azfa gwacs g [{9S @64 1 39t e Gae gdm;  @fe-Ad=
=1 4i9a (dfeq aifza-siifes IS | @ S9Es cogtalty 1 4 I Sid
T CoSTAlTE Igarsia © Az AFA EElE, I2re AIEe o Jiz TiAez AT 9T
qaEls TG Fata cotoiE, @w 9iff 9fef@e Sedign gg=ag o @ A
At AERETs, @dElFa AT 419, pid wm-fin wfFEta q{a F=
afgel | 8 @8 FA) cwCm @2 FAWAT @, AR cafezt el o[ e,
@ />0 417, Bea e Alafess, s g ey | wis TS T
gralE MZ FEies TR AR | C1R F1aed 98 et {etla @ TRwEd
w2 @iy T WtE 92 A2 [{EAFT TR M2ARS aca) cld gt @¥A1 oIS
a1 - wfEagE afFa e T37) TR AT

FeuiECcE AfFa fzaa <iacd “consumer goods” widi fBa-¢ite, forach
if et 712 | 79 tferaa TR B-eAi @F =wwas At Ffi7 oz 8w | Wﬁﬁ\:
et A tatal fifFafza Gal? @10 foaE afes afgsta Ba-dter Jeiis
qq TG 47 FEF dataiz | 2T AT TIFE AHw @bt [{ote 1§ wetve v
A (AT 5

wia oI5, at21-aiFq FN AFCA8 AMcATNETF fom g Nfw @ @8 wwam
AFcal $120s3 cAim=ifp azi-cata sfa3a ffies aiw atvg HeEs TGP (g
1@ - FAts g w2ad 270 AT-FSH A Rets 7@ Twzives @w 27@1‘-"1‘11%1;
@77l T *f4 fraa 797 ziee 97 |

b = =L - -
21T 0F AT, 92 Pivda URATRE, T=AET 8197 atam) sies
o 1199 3797 glow A3¢a 5T
< rata gats aafe ifaca | " b3



736 MOTION [1sT ApL.

Swami KRISHNANANDA BRAHMACHARI:—“is: 43
faaf” i SRt W, IF0T AemsT G| @iy @ 9 EEa Giba
TEOIE BT czrg | Comls SAfS geift’ —aR wme edare? aw oqidia ST
GItR | 4% wqEmg @ 9qiET T S Tt w9 sawiad 74l FET |
a3, vawlrr «F A fu Wife, e qis, @fatz atasm, TAWAT AFCE
TR s @iz @dE BT 7z wfegt (ofF@iva e
Yol #R wrsfazshs e M cvata  Alfitie @3 wa  awUE Tt
= 0, WSS, (FI IGOT WIT @ I 3 carana - TG sARh
Lﬂl‘?l ‘aﬁ?‘f——giﬁa GAIC] gﬁ;@ 9its =4 =4 ﬂaﬂ’féﬁ’l “3‘ gci’cﬁm AT Q{ﬁ
I, ¥ I3 corz 2 Gt w0 FH AR At af a2 Bfad @lr 9h
9% ¥bm 2 +qta, corI—CoMBR FHY by wbm wwm g 7w o2 wad
A A-I73 @foa AwOiE WA SR, orere AT, F[CSIF A
e SN stata s AR AN AP —crr saeien gdre e T 4

AT QB AT T A B+ AT v ARIA G T4
GFIR FEa7 |

OB8-8¢ 55 1 (WIS 15 02 AT 1% yme wmw Ald A i
IWe e WA WRT WGS  gfers i ot =t azE wqp
CIR TS qmrns wfe® ¢z Ad afy RUGLEE ) € ST (o B I o O ot

M hS 4wy 3we weld  AfRElTe %1 2AfT e tara RIGEIECIEY
Fem wte feifie fmzAf@) Ot oy fEe @ 37, ‘Fatpe’
ECR wifim sifacacz 2990 #1929 i awcal toea Bafe 291 gy
FCRATH, BIFM el Befion 20 A Rt ARRAM 2w TmeT G991 AT a7
SIS atasfin smteg Azrael 99E g | 28 Ratsg 92 TEEtNels TS
W ewg Ty ey TwEa M TR Aratgn @itm 1 o1 13,
AGUI L G- Y SR DR Pt e I %I | ARl @l ey
AR awtm a5 o wonm Y BT S ram @8 Awea IFeires
_ T freg sizs ! @5 e gwems Sy SASERIEEE RO
TE WS A mrta el SlE Sl At Bt fice o fr w4ee 2TE T3
A= =t FhtwEs BofS Maw 7 afie T afals Gre AT BlEEaEC e

ST Braifyy fig wifilg | @2 fvAs 33 Re waa wary e Reaiar afy 79
CNTE | corde Tmerae @ LRI CEE R E I EIETC B et
T 2t com v R | I E Bestey afey ez sasita frmeas 7
TR i Aty Rareg feq TFEOT 75 = T
<2 R -%5 Y *fRT aa @z ey tqz
S ;qz\'gf%:hﬁ?ifn;; ?IFIH lﬁmwﬁ“rm R [if2a, o ora Ttz @ e

L R CSSIENT, I I Iy T iR @EREtes Sea

TR W o Y 419 | 9 ¢ﬁﬁ%ﬂﬁ@ tacd = §

5 o < ] t 9 Getatate FiT Bestp
3 > FISH Toiw W IR A s SEC T EI I R EeeE
T SRS fsq 31 3% atfi wifs FGBH Sredapey T | (2 A %
ma?‘ﬁa, T AT A T @ S FTE faw fig Sz ool T
FRFET 0 19 foqem wtsftd s21 wrags | o =

I

Shri Gy SANKAR ROY : sy TR AR | G AT
99 37 RIS & 3caciz 2 St 7= 4 | 4 TS T2 e 2 | AT
¢t 2T AR AfefeT AmEeltT ©3 A7 (ay 2t gy cafer Glad wfisig

2



s

)
-
P

19523) MOTION 737

fiea wael @3, @O T M 709 o @11 99 2 A, 72 @S BEE
27 (T 9T TR GPNTR 9T eBT 37 TwNic 1S WE I A0 @7 |
7% CFT OPFIACE] AT TN I OIS 2 F 1 CFCT 2 @Al S
GBS T4 AFCS @A | AT NG qwFpwma T OIA_CEE @ G T 2a B
77 WA ziel 21 7 = RS wah wz P §9 2t @9 fF 27 e
GItetcaT Sital > 177 537 B_ATf ¥ F |

 foeta ¥ weakd T o wr @ fv ooqifes @, @ oA,
7 g, AwETF T ST = opien 1 99T R I wigy
gifiaci Refugee (¢ @iAel, =za il 21 997 1 98 FT &= |
S0z EFlE ¥ IR IS AT (=W, eI AT (Rl THA TAF 2T
S At IzS! (@l @ S FE @l AZT Ael | F, GFlF AT @F
TFel 271 GEUACE A FI F@ @A, 94 1 SR fom qwel @@ ? ey
@4 Tz fe oiEfee @AM Fawa ga@d 2 3 {95 dffEfem G
o czg | @i ZoT A% citbey ifkta R FeT = o @t @Iw fEmsa gy
TECE 29 F9 OWF, COICE TSE S | FeT 2 R @t w4 difem aw
SN A U B B g s I 11 (R BT € B o L T e o
aza gl czioh | IR @Ftaee f[e g9E F9 @i FW Loan
P =Rt AN ) B O ) = R B O = E T o I E el
et et Oftst It czieh | BeE fa = wsew Government
aitet s1Zeatst T GiECa 1

9y zalta ¢tk Procurement ®fF (2@ FEAS! TS @iy
(27 (799 ZAA eI 2 AR, afs, geatel, wwafrm @it TSt @4t Control
bl 37| 7T PIEE 5 2@ F zaE orind 4t awdEt w N owm S
O U Rl 1 1 BT 0 & O T | o A T )
A ew | FA AE TEWETT Tem A T oFALI GPICT R$ Al B A I
&1 9 ezt | Bt FAlg a3 a4 b9 Central Government ¢ fig
wigah 99 29 2a Member, 23 Gtwilts aF A4 fiawa 27 FACCH A0 F904 =
T B E o e 1T ) 1| G ) e | S (CE Central Government
Pressure ¢t ¢zl |

FoACTRT T (F ACAIS! 5T LS AT F7A bivel T | SIS F AT
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a4on made by the Hon’ble Minister Supply yesterday is plain, but,
to me I think the whole Government ma{‘,]'lir;ery is not functioning properly.
The shortage of these commodities are to some extent natural, heavenly, I admit ;
but to the greater extent it is man-made ; it is artificial. Sir, I am told tha
there is no want or shortage of such commodities 1o rich men. There is real
shortage to the poor enly. The rich can buy or Procure any amount they want
Sir, I have said that these shortages are due to some artificial means. 1 mus;
cite some example at least. The riot, the last riot was responsible to the greater

extent. Sir, Barpeta was some years back a surplus area, Now it has become a
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. . perhaps known to the House that this Subdivision is vast]

deﬁm]t Onj'b IM:H%,“S,‘ These Muslims are most active cultivators. They useg

populated by ; iey consumed. But the last riot gave them a great

» ]
\ch more than t S
to produce mu Some of them have returned some two years

ave been paralysed
If,lac:;f:'yc?il}fzyh}g:c ;ot g%t back their landed property. ~ How and where they

can plough and produce and make up the difficiency, Sir ?

: ces from Bengal are our friends and we must not allow an
quarfélr’btelzsvgziughe indigenous people and the refugees. But_ I find GovEmmenz
is taking no action 1O settle such quarrels, at least in my subdivision.
7 Voa'cg:g—what quarrels ?). Quarrels over Tauzi Bahir lands. Of course the
law has not given any rights regarding Tauzi Bahir lands but by usage our people
have been cultivating those lands [or the last 20 years.........

Shii DHARANiDHAR BASUM&-{‘ARI: Q’npa point of information, Sjr,
What does the hon. Member mean by “‘our people” !
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : °‘Our people” means our people ! (laughter),

cHTAR ALI: Sir, I would like to mention another poj
MUhHﬁ Government. Kaimari is a big Profession Gl’azingp}{létef?,z
ages and annually some 50,000 maunds of foodcrops
are being regularly destroyed by the buffaloes of ﬂl?a;:
reserve, Sir, this should be stopped. Calamities, both natural and artificial,
must be fought as far as practicable. Sir, the soutfhcrn SIX mouzas of the Barpety
subdivision have practically been rendered a desert by a big haor. If Govern-

ment would construct a bund at the .mouth of the haor Pul'ua'Baragho] e
, therwise, this year about 13 lakh of people wil die of

mauzas can be saved. O _ g
starvation. (A Voice—How does he know ?).

I said that the statement made by the -
achinery is something else Hon’ble

Maulavi :
the consideration of the G
surrounded by some¢ 20 vill
not to speak of money Crops,

Sir, I now come to textiles.
Minister was angelic but the working m

(Interruptions).

The Heon’ble the SPEAKER : He should be allowed to go on ““ihterrup

tedly.
£ e AR ALI: ‘I'he working machinery is someth;j
Maulavi MUSHTAR ALI : Ing else ¢
I do not like to utter another word which the hon. Members t;‘an Ceiﬁlh?ln
; asily

angclic,
. ST ap mp coarse cloth as fine and fi
Sir, the mill-owners stamp ne cloth a5 mediyp,

imagine. !
cloth as the circuinstances arisc.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Probably this Government i ot regp
0on-

sible for this.

Maulavi MUKEHTAR ALI: I will allude to it, Sir.  With the rel

axation 01

control on fine cloth circumstances have arisen for such stamping Tl
owners do it in collaboration with the Government cfficers, of C%UI‘Se 1€ mi]].
officers but Central Government’s officers...... WOt gy

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Mr, Ali, do you know of 54 single ; i
ims anCe ?

Maulavi MUKHTAR ALI: Sir, let it go. Our G(}Vemment
power over the mill-owners.  But our Government do not appoint | Save g
curing agents.. Perhaps our Ministers and some Members of this Houg otal ‘pro-

¥ [

ome relatives, directly or indirectly connected with these agents and that ave got
18 Wh
Vi
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Sir, i ivisi the Superin-
i Then, Sir, in subdivisions 1 peo
ot appoint local agents. > ! e T
Gmélemtrrcl)?n[t)i(;?rrﬂ;utiolnland the Secretary, Central Tral(]img C(;Du :)111315.’; ach;ts SR
Ehin rson. He very often gives up such quotas as the pro e bdivieton:
sargespewe = not get the medium cloth, which we wanlt], in Pk
aWne g;t oniy fine cloth but not medium. But medium cloth can
dantly in the open market.

-marketin
Our Inspecting staff do not detect cases now a days, because black-m g

: 3 ases are
has become an open secret. If they sometimes detect some cases these c
1 .
hardly given hearing.

the
: et - ; longer. Butl say
time is up I do not like to tease you any el
calausliii,e?swrﬂ?cl: are natlinral which God has bestowed upon us must be en
Artificial and man made scarcity should not be tolerated.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: Mr. Speakcr,' Sir, as I was.lisc-lte‘:lifl;gt :8 :EE
long and exhaustive speech of the Hon’ble Supply Mlm_ster I YT thers unable
villages. There, Sir, when people get hungry, when children cry, ?0 speech and
to feed them make them sleep. Yesterday as I was listening to the sp

On TG less
having a glance at the House, I remembered this thing. It was more or
like a lullaby 4

it did not contain the things we wantcc.l_ I'{on’!u]cbthebosz)ippciﬂ

Minister stated figures. Perhaps if the figures are conpiled it will : _cn is. He
statistics. But we do not get the correct picture of what the positio SolE it
outlined the food position and efforts made by the Governmentklfo the food
uring these three years Government has failed mostly to tackle e
problem. They have taken a plea of ability and says that there are -More-
calamities. I also have seen that enough money has been spenton; Crow A. O
Food but we hear of chronic food shortage in the State. F'] tf;;S

as given certain figures regarding deficiency in our food. In cereals

deficiency is 11 Per cent., inroots it is 62 per cent., fats and oils it isb 7? gze;
, fruits and vegetables 244 per cent., meat and bea
PEr cent., and in milk 28

cent., pulses 47 per cent,
percent. I am not demanding here that we should be
§lven a substantial halanced of diet

which will enable us to withstand Vaﬂfi‘:ﬁ
diseascs, Tt ig 5 fact that because of the deficiency in protective food the hea -
of the people is very much deteriorating. We hear of new diseases, we hear ¢
infant mortality, | qq Dot want to go into that question today. Food r.neansf
only rice. There has been no sincere attempt to increase the production Io
alternative food matters ; In basic schools, there is an attempt to increase ttlxe
Production of alternative or substitute food but it ig negligible, Yesterday the
Hon’ble Finance Minister said that 0 villains in the whole drama
namely —cne natyra] calamity and the other trans
Finance Minister went on to say that ther
That deficj¢ according to the Hon’ble Fin
2 lakhs tons, Tha
cultivated—thep t

there are tw

i i 11. Lots
Food Campalgn is going on we
s, 2.6., to say we find in these 3 or 4

s of' land to write out thl; tl:ll:f:;:i
If we go into figures—1 know this House does not want to listen to these fig

Just now Mr. Kakati said that these figures are not true, YCStFrdaYlthngnul;:-g
the Finance Minister also criticised these figures. I have obtained l!g; V%’hen
from the Agricultural Statistics of Assam and Tea Report for 1949-50.

: st se
the Treasury Bench cannot glve us more authentic figures we must go by the
figures.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Have

you seen the communique from the
: v i
Hon’ble Chief Minister :
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Shri HARESWAR GO

. .v.: BISHNURAM MEDHI: There are published docu-
ble ?hrcl ﬁBgfircs. These figures have been calculated and haye
U ssious publications. If my hon. Friend wants them he ‘may

SWAMI: I have not, Sir.

The Hon
ments explaining
been explained in var
have them. T

' SWAMI: But the fact remains there is enough

Shri HARESW;:‘% ﬁgrc is should be allotted to these land hungry Peopl%:'. ‘
lanf:l and whatever done and wherever it is being done the progress is very slow,
This,bas, ok beenl 21 with landless people and that has not been done in the tey
These should be sett cl e casc of other cultivable waste lands. We cannot stop the
garden as wcllfa;rglolljzraung_ If these lands are not settled with our people,

v x
ziﬁgs [;::Z;IJ?(:V cannot be stopped from coming.

Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned for lunch till 1 P.M.
(&

After lunch

s GOSWAMI : Mr. Speaker, Sir, before I begin. my spee
I Shrl HARES,?NHﬁgake which I had comm_xtted, ie., about the ﬁgur&_ CIE
want to correct 2 deficit of 2 lakh tons of food, we need only 60 thousand

this, Sir.
: If you say that land available is 7 lakh bighas,
3

) R 5
The Hon’ble the SPEAKE ey e

there are about 1 lakh and 6 thou
WAMI: The figures about land available ag
o : Hills lands, Forests and
i i tatistics excluding the 4
}I{leegzse;q y%{ifl};lélgfgg,uts35 lakhs acres. Bt]it I d;.(l)-; notnL:::w the correctnes
‘ em :
these figures and s o speak on

given
Gl.‘azing
S ahoyg

Shri HARESWAR GOS

o I do not want t

. itude of the problem. T} f
A speaking about the magnitu L € prob]
cann?)tri)elw‘:sifedlz)ut by taking the plea of our hcavcl)?gthilsactura]f Calamlties ai[g’
other things. Asa matter of fact Ehc Occilurrenc encies the ?}n ffunate Cventg
cannot be denied, But it is exactly for suc .%mi;lg S Eranes OVernment which
should provide for and it is this ability to provide that justifies its SELSECTICE S,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Mr. Goswami, you have got g9 i
more.

AR GOSWAMI : Thank you, Sir. As I said, Sir, its

bl HARESWhe existence of the Government. But, Sir, if e abllity to

do so would justify t

intc s an 2 S 5 ; S )
i:;uwti}l‘lcsf(iznﬁg?}:gt we are not in a position to give food to about 24 lak Q}Y qeuom

and this is the state of affairs in a State that used to expOlilt Tice to othep Er‘:tat.
We may say that because the outsiders have come {o the province thegcfore -
problem has become sO acute. I cannot agree, Sir. In any case the Probley, the
serious one and if we do not tackle it wisely we cannot expect to come 15 5

: . . to
of it. Sir, during these years rations are again being contmually dccreast}:g £d
: ¢ any

I

d if we take 15 seers of rice per month as the nece y  again’
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i i t know how ‘

re depending for our food on imports more and more. I do no }
;{:;flga we can go on in this way. I have been saying in this House th'at the whole

approach to the food problem appears to be wrong because, Sir, it is not a

problem of filling the gap between our requirement and our supply. It should be

tackled on a long-term basis, If we want to do that, then we must also tag it to
the land problem.

Sir, we know also the existence of black market in this matter. We have {
seen that rice is being sold in one shop say, at Rs. 20 per maund and at the next ;
shop it is being sold at Rs. 30 of Rs.40 per maund. We cannot understand_ it. f
Had there been a scarcity of rice there should be scarcity at the prevailing price.

But that is not so because we find that if we can pay more money, rice comes out as
if from rat holes and ther

€ is no scarcity and we can get enough of it. I Shillong :
and other places we find the best quality rice is easily available. If you can
pay Rs.70 or Rs.80 per maund  you can have as much as you want. I do
not know what steps are being taken by Government to stop this sort of black- ’
marlgctmg of such essential commodities. Sir, I remember an incident last year ¥
in Dibrugarh after the last carthquake when our Prime Minister Shri Jawaharlal
Nehru visited Assaxp and while he addressed a meeting there he exhorted the
i italist traders not to resort to black :
$ a general applause. On that
hen in Dibrugarh myself ) and

] ent up to Rs.65 per maund-—that
€ speech of the Prime Minister. Sir, it is not that rice

Sam.  Rice is there and black-marketing is done but there
marketing was not treated in the way it should be

RS BCE alw_ays the official excuse that the law is not there or that

itical ' evidence to punish these black marketers ; but we are in a [

AR W e e A emergency and in this emergent period there should

be emergency laws also and ; d he there in
paper, these laws shoylg oronly that these emergency laws should he

: : ¢ Implemented most ruthlessly on the section of the
community whg violate thege thingg. :

s =

_Sir, T would ljke to
an isolated Problem ¢
of our country’s
able to ent i
= bringnal;)uosstoth 1vatc1_~s t9 cultivate more because we have not been able
feel that the intey ¢ DPsychoiogical revolution in their outlook. They still do not
L (;ultiveSt of the Country and the interest of the cultivators are the

i ators feel that even if they grow more, their share in the
: o e but will toTs body el Unless we can O
Bire o i : m but will go to somebody else. > -
ng al _ Ychologic i i i it
ol necessary,g] al change in the minds of the cultivators by p g

and if 3 g G S thlessly
then we shall not be able tq p;OJrliedn(-)];zt implement these legislations ru s

$aY once more that the food policy cannot be treated as
' anisolated policy ; it must be taken as part and ,parcel

u%_rzaiff cconomic policy or problem, Today we have not been
u

, gﬁr’ ath h_adve said, the food policy has two sides. It has the side of production
as well as the side of distributjon, When we are discussing these things in this
At We are only interested in the distribution side : We must

n side also if we are to solve it effectively.

A few years 280 the Food Grain Committee of the Government of India
made certain tentative decisions regarding intensive cultivation, regarding double
cropping and also r egarding shifting land from the cultivation of cash crops to
food crops. Sir, we find here in Assam in the side of production we have done
very little, we have not been able to increase production. On the_otherrhz_md, i
because there is disparity between the price of paddy and the pirce of jute .

e 2
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people are taking morc and more to the cultivation of jute. Last year it came
out in the papers that Government itself encouraged jute cultivation. One lakh
acres of additional land was taken under jute and it was under Government
patronage. Sir, this food problem has come to us in this shape not in course of
this year. It has all along been taking an acute shape because of the mistakes
committed by Government b(_)th in the production side and in the distribution
side. Unless we take it seriously and unless we make that food for all is priority
No.I in our activities, I do not think we shall be able to solve this problem.

Then, Sir, we find in the Government the same red tapism prevalence of
bureaucracy and_their lack of community approach. They go to particular
individuals. Agricultural loans are advanced to individuals and ncbody knows
what happens t0 the fate of those loans—whether they are actually spent or not.
These loans should be advanced not to particular individuals but through village
panchayats and such other bodies. If they are advanced to the cultivator through
such bodies perhaps better results would have come to us. In this connection I find
there is lack of understanding of the elementary principles of economy. These
loans should be advanced in an economical way so as to .ad_]ust our limited
resources for the fulfilment of the varied needs of the vast multitude of our people.
Here we find Government is not doing that. These loans are inechanically given
in homeopathic doses which come to say Rs.20 to Rs.50. From this we cannot
expect better results..

Sir, there are also defects in the present system of contrqls ‘The principle
of control is not followed properly here. There should be an integrated system
of control, but the whole system is an unintegrated one. Wc find control of addy
but there is no attempt to control the price of jute, oil sced and other things.
Unless the whole system is integrated, unless the cultivators feel that the alterng-
tive is not a better one so as to-swicth off from one type of cultivation to another
they cannot be persuaded to grow more food. So the question of priority comes. Tf
we do not give priority to agriculture we cannot do better. My whole point
regarding this food problem is about both the sides We find that procuremen;
has failed. This year up to 15th of March only 33,1_02 tons has been procureg
The harvest season is over and we shall have the cultivation season very socn, S(;
we cannot expect better result from procurement. "E‘here are also reason for the
failure of the procurement. We have seen the whole State has been divided into
zones, but we find that paddy and rice that should _have come .ha.s N0t come
mainly because I fccl. that we have alloweq the rice m_:ll association and Othe;
individuals to procure rice and paddy, and I think there is some leakage Sonae
where and there is some hoarding somewhere. S§condly, the procurement jg a]s-
dependant on those people over whom there should have been very strict COntm}O
The richer cultivators are treated leniently anc} they are not h_araSsed unnecessarily,
There is no strictness in procuring from the richer community. Thirdly, I F:Y.
by this system of procurement we §hall not be able to effectively procure pad i nd
rice that is available to us. I believe in the system ol compulsory levy r1?:1’1.{1
system alone will be able to bring the amount of paddy and rice that ig a;’ai hig

in the country. lable
Next, Sir, I would like to speak about the textile policy of the G
The textile poiicy as has been enunciated by my Hon’ble Iriend Mp Overnment_

can be divided into three phases, In the first phase we find that Govei‘n}wook?rjee
purchased textile goods, but then it proved a failure which has cost yg t;l ?11'- tself
of about 6 or 7 lakhs. Then an intermediate policy was followed e e tupa
monopoly agents were allowed to purchase textile goods and they were all(f o2 fow
sell them. Then in the third phase we find not only one or two agents butwed‘ S
agents are allowed to purchase textile goods, but they are not permane Severg]

3 agents,
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Every month tenders are invited and every month agents_iu‘e c11a51gfadl. rV:;l}i
often we find that the agents themselves do not purchase textile goo sk, they iR
the permit to some one else who bring textile goods but nobody knows w &
happens to these textile goods. Sometimes it happens that the textile that 1}5; piu :
chased is not checked properly. Even in Bombay it is not properly checked w ?t e
the goods have been lifted and .secondly whether they have gone to the places
where they should go. There is no supervision over it. Another thing I find is that
as soon as the textiles are brought they are sold to thq Central_Co-operatwe and if
the Central Co-operative refuses to purchase these textile goods because they are not
usable then the agents can sell them in free market, It is also easy to obtain such
refusal ard very often it has come to my notice that when these textile goods not
wanted by the Central Co-operative immediately these goods find their chan_nei to
the black-market. So, Sir, the present system of changing agents every day
should be stopped. Some Pérmanent agents should be found and there must be
strict sup=rvision so that textile goods that are brought are really sent to the places
of their actual destination,

Another very important thing which I want to mention in this connection is
that today in the papers I read a Press Note relaxing control over super fine
textile goods. Tn this connection I do not say that the step is a wrong one but
‘WE€ are discussing food and textile policy of the Government and when we are

doing this, I think that it was not Proper on the part of the Government to have
taken the steps without taki i i House when it was

oW and textile situation
ought to our notice before it was published.
significance and all meaning.

- Tt ‘should hay
e House loses all
about textile, again, I do not know how a
- ent was appointed at Gauhati when no such Re
have been appointe n other districts also,-
sioner }'llave been transferreq in this respect t
aatura Iy suspiciohi ¥ es

ot that Perhaps to

3 ave created thig
rintendent at Gauhati, I do i
way.

nd why a Regional
gional Superintendents
The powers of the Deputy Commis-
o the Regional Superintqndent and
give more powers to a particular man,
By the appointment of the Regional Supe-
hat the textile position has improved in any

Food and cloty are
alone but al
have given
food and te

€ssential to ys, eedom not to be free
50 to be free We won fr

top-most pr tomM'starvation and hunger. To these matters we should
xtile eye Priority. Tt haq become customary for this House to dlspuss
Y year. We are doing this now also. Every year suggestions

hese Suggestions do not receive the attention of

politically

. Ifwe cannot give
: n be worse still. There
MOSt priopis. o LROt remove it by sweet words alone. 1 hope
i Priority to food and cloth and see that in our country
SOCCUR € may say for our satisfaction ‘that
o In Assam, but if we go to villages we will see
Purchase the essential ¢

iti t been able
day and j ommodities. They have no

to get'two mealg g {this situation

i continues then we will be in a semi-
Loyt State% Frorp 194‘3‘_49, We have been demanding that there should not
be any export o food from thig Province to outside. Yet this Governmentalloued
a portion of our food quota t

0ta_to be exported.  We allowed rice to be exported to
Centre and other Places,” This has started the crisis and this is one of the most
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important reason why we have not been able to feed our people. When there
is the shortage of food to the tune of 2 lakhs tons, it means that
we have not been able to feed 24 lakhs of our people. When we have
such fertile lands and opportunities, why cannot we give food to our
people at a reasonable price. I feel, Sir, that we take these things into

consideration seriously and should try to solve the problems effectively.

The Hon’ble Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, T
am grateful to those hon. ¥ riends who have given some concrete suggestions,
but at the same time, I am really sorry to say that some of my hon. Friends
cither willingly or unwillingly—as they did not care to hear my speech attentively-
have criticised the Government. Sir, I wanted bread from themn but they have
given stones instead.

Yesterday, I tried to give a true picture to my Friends so that unnecessary
criticism might be avoided and concrete suggestions cog]d be given by my Friends
but my appeal to some of my hon. Friends for taking the debate with ade.-
quate seriousness and not to indulge in unnecessary criticism, has: gone in vain,
My appeal was of no avail and it was like a case of casting pearls in tk_ne _bush. T
quoted figures to make the position clear but all these instead of pacilying them
rather enraged. Sir, some of my hon. Friends were very much agitated to heap
the comparative figures from me. I do not know why they were so much afraiq
of the figures. - But on the other hand some of my Friends have suggested that 1
should have given a detailed information as to what Government was doing 3
augment the food production. I thought that these facts which are public propero
ties and may be known to one and all if one cares to know need not be given i
gave only those figures which are not generally known to the general public lan q
may not be known to my new Member Friends and also would give a vivid pictu
of the actual state of affairs. e

Sir, some of my Friends criticised us that we were very much
about production and had not taken proper st€ps to meet the present food and ¢]
situation, when our commitments were going up day by da:y our productiong o
coming down. I explained the reasons why in spite of increasing acreg are
production is coming down. But who cares to hear. all these reasons sittip 8¢ the
Opposition Benches. We have been charged that though there are Sufﬁcieg i the
fit for cultivation in this Province, the Government willingly  haye knt lands
unclassed lands and reserves fallow lands and have not opened these fo, a2 el
tion. The hon. Leader of the Opposition 2 little while ago said tha wcultlva~
not been able to create proper enthusiasm in the minds of the cultivatopg t ¢ haye
vate more and to produce more. Sir, we are in the_ horns o_f a dilema 2 Cu_lti-
is good enough to beat the Government. 1 shall give certain figureg owny Stick
hope, the figure phobia will not trouble some of my hon. Friends as jp the andar
that the charges levelled against this Government may be removeq . 1 Past, so
know whether the biased notion will be rqmov&d from the minds of -‘;om O not
Friends but I shall try to remove them with adequate facts and figures. € of my

unmindful

I shall take the question regarding availability of lands in oyy Stat
this I shall give a complete and true picture of unquestionable charactere' Aboyg
I shall deal in detail with the question of Grow-More-Food Campaig,, .3 P4 thep
ties of the Government and their achievements on this behalf, Sir‘:’“a’. the activi.
dum on the position of cultivable waste land in Assam was prepared ang €Morapn.
The facts and figures were compiled by a most senior L.G.5. officer ¢ the }Smb!ishe d
retired some time back while serving this State as Chief Secretary, Mear k’f}te, Who

Desai, I hope: the figures collected by him will be acceptable f)y my Fr‘r. S. p
i

ends iy,
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the Opposite and will not doubt the integrity of this officer in this respect, as he
did not belong to our Province and had no interest whatsoever for not giving
accurate figures as suspected by my Friend in the Opposition.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: On a point of i.nformation, Sir, there is
no question of doubting the sincerity of an officer in giving 'ﬁgure'i’-- T:Itle. ﬁg&!g{f
were compiled on certain basis, but unless we know tl}e basis of t m'm_x. lsWﬁ 2
cult for us to accept them. We get figures from agrxcu}tural statistics. e
anybody gives figures the basis of such figures should be given to us.

The Hon’ble Shri BATDYANATH MOOKER]EE:_ Sir, these figures
were collected by Mr. Desai who was deputed as a Special Officer for this
Purpose and not as Chijef Secretary, while sitting in ~his office rocm in
Shillong. He gave the figures after he was deputed as a Special Officer to collect
these figures. He got the necessary survey work done, checked them at random
stayed in different places of operation for months and he submitted his reports.
These figures were not compiled during the regime of the present Ministry, but
were compiled a few years back under Muslim Regime Ministry. Now, I shall give
the figures. The figures under the head “Other uncultivated land excluding
current fallows” according to the latest available statistics in 1948-49 were
1,70,37,882 acres. This figure is distributed in different Districts as follows : —

Cachar 12,32,991 acres,
Goalpara oy 8,48,682 ,,
amrup e 500 vae Sie's 3:06)571 23
Darrang 5,19,486
NOWang s 12,21,048
Sibsagar 15,07,928 ,,
Lakhimpuyr 7 12,78,977 ,,
Total 69,15,683

From the

acres of *Qgh above Statements it is clear that out of the total area of 1,70,37,882
Garo Hillg 15er uncuhwatﬂ_d land excluding current fallows’, 1,01,22,199 acres,
20,39,953 ; T nepmr s United Khasi and  Jaintia Hills 10,46,726 % Naga il
Fronties T ushai Hjjjs 30,32,331 ; Sadiya Frontier Tracts 20,16,374 and Balipara
grand totafai-tiF 2,97,878 ; total Hills—78,07,947 and Frontier Tractr: 23,.14,-252
and Fropgj ; S and Frpntier Tracts 1,01,22,199 acres, are in the Hill Districts
Besides th; er lracts, which are also like Hill Districts for all intents and _purposes.

18 in the Plains districts also a large area is covered bY hills. d[.l}l:;:

i = .2 ~amrup, Sibsagar in Goalpara also a large area 1s covere

Ef:;si,llJi%é ‘:Shoeuftllluliagiar Abhoyapuri, Bongaigaon, Botiamari, Jogighopa and the

rell . There are hills here and there in the other districts as
well.-5A total area of 51,02 720 acres is
Plains districts of As

approximately 1,01,
that these areas are

covered by the hilly portions of.thc seven
sam. Thus the total area covered by hills, in the entire State is
22,199 plus 51,02,720=1,52,24,919 acres. It is needless to say
T , generally uncultivable except for the purposes of _]:hum cultlval-
tion. So, by deducting this figure from the total area under the head ‘Other uncul-
tivated land excluding current fallows’ we arrive at the figure of 13,‘2’96? "“.Cl"csi
Again the total area covered by the Village Grazing Reserves and P(;O 533150325
Grazing Reserves in Assam i3 5,54,120 acres, viz., 2,69,075 acres anq bt’r S
acres respectively. This area is also not available for cultivation. »u g
i es under the head
this area from the above figure we have an area of 12,58,843 acr + 17k in the
‘Other uncultivated land excluding current fallows’ and this is the area ly
plains portions of the State.
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Mr. Desai who had the best possible knowledge of the State after an elabo-
e enquiry came to the conclusion that the cultivable waste land in the Assam
Districts was about 6 lakhs of acres taking the most optimistic view. This
y 1/3rd of the area shown under ‘Other uncultivated land excluding cur-
ws’ for 1946-47 minus the areas covered by Hill districts, Frontier Tracts
e Plains distiricts, Village Grazing Reserves and Professional
Grazing Reserves. On the basis of this proportion 4,19,614 acres of land will he
cultivable waste. Almost the same figure will be obtained if we consider the figures
publishcd in the Agricultural Statistics for 1947-48.

rat
Valley
is roughl
rent fallo
hilly portions of th

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : What is the availability of land ?

The Hon’ble Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE I am coming to that
ir. Aafter these figures were collected a good deal of land was brough
under cultivation and I shall give the figures in this connection, and also a complite
jcture of the Grow-More-Food Scheme. My hon. Friend Mr. Ranendra Mohap
Das raised the question of availability of cultivable waste lands and accused the
Government. Sir, I can understand his intention and motive, he knguys
very little about the availability of cultivable land in the State and moreover by
raising this point he is trying to placate the refugees and pretending to champion
their causes as their well wisher and condemning others. Sir, I may tt?ll him bOldly
that there are many many others who are real and far better friends of the
unfortunate refugees in this State. But, Sir, when Mr. Bhattacharyya anq M
Goswami also accused us on this score, namely, that we are not throwing ope 7
lands for cultivation though we have got enough of them, I feel rather hesitan tn
believe my ears. How can they make such utterances, Vv hzc'h are so very damg 0
ing to the State and are of dangerous nature. _They are playing with fire, Sir, angc-]
are creating a poisonous atmosphere even outside the House by saying that « Gon
ernment have enough land at their disposal, but they are not ready to settle thep,
with the landless people and people are suffering from scarcity of food, g, 1;1
statements have created an ugly situation and a suspicious atmosphere jn thera c
side world. Now I am going to remove the doubts from the minds of thut‘
hon. Members as well as all others by brass facts. When I have got the actese
figures with me, Sir, I venture to say that the statements made by hop, Fri ual
with regard to availability of enormous quantity of cultivable waste ]ands, o ndg
correct I am giving the true picture now. not

ublished by the Agriculture Depart

for 1947-48, the area under uncultivated land, excluding current fallgy Menp ¢
1,69,93,977 acres. Deducting the areas under Hills districts 61,69,1:10 aCr’es Were
the area under Frontier Tracts—39,96,023 acres, :cotal 1,01,65,153 , e ang
also deducting the Hills portions in the seven Plains districts of Assam Wf’)' and
51,02,720 acres, we get 17,26,104 acres ; after deducting areas COVer unge, ich iq
fessional village grazing IEserves wc‘gct 1 1,?1,984—one-th1rd of ‘}'hlch s 5 Prg.
acres. Now the area which is required to remove the food scarcity accorc{- 0=661
the estimate of my hon. Friend—the Leader of the Opposition, we .18 to
much more land than what is available at present. Moreover, the % Tequipe
o available at present, because much of it has alfeadovemen.

oint, S

Now, Sir, according to the figures p

tioned land is als f ‘ ltivati Now let b
thrown open by Government for extra cultivation . US - examj Ce
and how thcseyareas are situated. There are about 16,500 'V11|ages in Uflle Wherl;
districts of Assam. Under the land settlement policy of this Governme;' Plains

on the Rosolution of July 1945 which was a_dqpted as a result of Ser bage 3
arrived at between the then League Chief Minister, _Slr Md. Saa dulis 'c‘.ttlemm1
Jate lamented Lokopriyo Bordoloi, the then Leader of the Oppositi on, th ang tht
ment proposed to settle the waste lands under a Planned SEttlemente g()verne
chep.

e

A
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For the purpose of this Planned Settlement the villages were classified der t
categories—Developed Villages and Undeveloped Villages. Plasnlx;:ecl légtt?;m:rﬁ
was to operate only in the undeveloped villages that is villages containning 200
Bighas or more of cultivable waste land. D P

Sir, Mr. Desai was appointed a Special Officer for the i

He found .Ouilthat there were only 2,21,900 acres of culzl):;:rggs‘: :.':la\'s{g 4?&1‘:1‘17&
available in the undeveloped villages. Tt also appeared that major portion of this
area 11;5 11 tracts predominantly inhabited by ' the Plains Tr‘%balp People.  Sir
much c;ls eenI said bo‘th yesterday and to day about the availabilit of'plfl-nd iri
tea gardens. T shall give some figures about the lands in tea. gardens as wel
E R Depittiant Ofrgm the .Sarnplc: Sm_‘vey of tea gardens made in August 1949
zrlblished at page 12 conomic and Statistics, Assam, which has already been
l%epartment, Ii)9§§'-5() Of’tIl-if- Annual Report  of the Economic and Sgatistics
and tea nursery were '2-2. 14 15 18 a public document. The areas actually under tea
areas occupied by B | Per cent. areas occupied by factories 018 per cent
y oungalows for Managers and Quarters for employecs 1?]'26 pel:

play ground, etc., 0°16 per cent. arc
-0°19 per cent, are,as undir roalgls' ?rgfs lélnder 3ehonl
cent. Bazars and Hats—0-02 per cent.

dS, homii{als and dispensaries—
F cent. under tank and wells 018 per
per cent. Fisheries—0-01 per cent Fruits and veléc-

1-64 per cent. area under j — { 155—
uugle- 3-
cent. uthers—-—()'ld, per Ceth, g[.E t3] 10 per cent, area under sun-grass 2:86 per

It may be poi
Pointed out that the sample survey covered 21 gardens (15 Euro-

peans and 6 Indiang) g
purpose of the enqu’.)rY T eted ket Jol i L

should be surveyed byt Cre was no fixed plan that
urvy ut it wa hat such and such gardens
the other districi and 5o o ;nt?l'{en out one from this district and the other from
gardens. Now, Sir, as the e ‘; comprised of both European and Indian owned
Uropeganls made not so much against Indian owned
were originally [_;:vned gardens because of the fact that the
i nough land, the oured with fee simple grants under which
Ish 1° SCEP enough fallgy, la;ld Y cultivated under tea certain portion of it and
shall give certain figyyeg which Which were of no use to the Estate. Now, Sir,
to these waste lands iy, te 1ch will prove that the present position with regard

a gardens iy . - position 1 g
Congress Government 8 quite different from what it was before the
ndian | + In 1949 the land held by Member
gard.ens b.ut many big Indis
classification of land, the agrléam;?r;eddGlardens are members. I am giving the
under tea was 3,54,839.75 ac:ref nd then the percentage, Registered acreage
Nurseries and areas reserye fo percentage of area under tea is 26:59 per cent.
32:75 per cent. or 4,37 049‘5; extension—616 per cent. 'Total area under tea is
cent. . Ared! ealbivate be Esta?m ¢s. Area cultivated by labourers—1543 per
be brought under cultivation—_g?g-:“o 42 per cent. area of unused land which may
Total arca under food and fodd o per cent.  Area under grazing—7'87 per cent.,
3,57,376°91 acres—677 - center_-; é., under the head mentioned above—
under Forests—1567 per cent. Area ‘f:irilduncllger buildings, etc.,—9:'65 per cent.
thatch—3'76 per cent. Total under otl'nereise??vzooﬁl—(isgﬂ e ceng[kggea e
Area impossible to use for any of these purposes tshai n’]iiz]sg :Eg::ges angerptlzz::l;
; - . : 3

Sug@;}?gf“?m. R land-slides. etc.,—5'98 per cent. or 79,803-80 per cent.
So; oir; Luere 15 Mot JCH land lying fallow in the tea gardens that can be culti=
vated. Of course there is some scope that is—3'05 per cent, of the total or

these people had e

2a A iati 3
ssociation of which not only the FEuropean owned'

-
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- ment why they did not, and do not even now, procurc rice from By,
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40,744'79 ‘acres which may be brought under cullivation' and this Government is
trying to bring it under regular cultivation. My hon. Friend, the Leader: of the
Opposition said that time has come for passing emergency laws to meet the
situation  which -is urgent.  Yes Sir, the time has really come to meet many
emergent sitution that has been created by many irresponsible persons aud.
from various other sources. I am quite one with him if he means all that. Sir,
when Government wants to acquire some land there are certain procedure ' which
must be followed. Government cannot override or violate the laws. which they
have framed. The Party must be given :ufficient opporiunities to represent. their
case whether the land is absolutely necessary for the maintenance and improve-
ment of the gardens should also be considered. This should be considered first,

And this con:ideration and hearing require some time. Notices were served
on many gardens for acquisition of land and many owners have gone to the law.
courts, In this way the matter is being delayed but Govcrnm?nt are very. alert
on this point and they are trying to bring as much land as possible. under plough
which are at present lying fallow in the tea estates and can be spared without
seeing the future prospects of the gardens.

Now, Sir, I would like tv give a brief sketch of the Grow-More-Fpod Cam-
paign and the results obtained thereby and then I shall touch the points rajsed.
individually by my Friends of both sides of the House. Sir, the Grow-More-Food
Campaign. was started during the yezr 1942-43. 1 must apologise at the very
outset that my sketch may not be very lucid as......

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : No comments on your remarks or figures are
necessary.

The Hon'ble Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : No, Sir,
all right. What T wanr to say is this: when this morning the point A
Grow-More-Food, I thought it would be better to give.an accurate estimate of the
actual state of affairs, so 1 have collected these figures in-.a hurry, and the des.
cription of the whole campaign may not be as full as 1t1\rr/;ay }l::;e eXpected . but. the
figures are all right, (Interruptions) (Referring to the Member making it) . My,

Friend Bhattacharyya is unnecessarily interup‘ing me. A leopard never Changes
its spots, Sir. .

my- figures are
Was. raised of

The Grow-More-Food Campaign was started during the year 1942-13  witly
the financial assistancc of the Cegirg which sharc'd two-thirds of ?he Cost of ll}?(:
scheme, as the food position became difficult dur_mg t}_u: War  with the fay of
Burma. In this connection I must touch the point raised by my phon Frienq
Mr. Bhattacharyya, who is unfortunately absent now. He blamed t}e Govery,.
ma. rlw
erty tq impgf}tt
ROt be  dope

shows the colossal ignorance of my hon. Friend. We 1are notlat lib
or export anything and everything from and to any place, t ca
according to our desire.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : This is not within your Province,

The Hon’ble Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Yes, Sir, j¢ e
jurisdiction. Tt was also questioned by some hon. Friend as to Krond. our
purchasing other varieties of cloth than dhutis, sarees and markiy, 2 f:l Were
have got no option. Certain quantity of cloths are allotted to yg whic also we
either to take or reject. I agree, Sir, that sometimes cloths Unsuitaple fo We are
procured, as for exa:wnple, our wnmenfolk do not use 18 i r

-8 cubits sarees. 8 are
have no choice in the matter as we are to buy according to the allotm‘ﬁnt Ut we

Mmade
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: mill,
by Government of India. Solong as our people do not establish a cotton
we have to take mixed varie

: ne-
ties of cloth which are produced in Bombay or Anl;' o
dabad. If we have a cotton textile mill in our State, for the cstabhsluﬂ:&e il
which Government have offered all facili}ics, we may make a request to S
to produce more varieties which we require. But now if we do not lift ou

- » refused
it lapses. Not only cloth, but also a certain quota of yarn lapsed as we regl;r any
accept it which contained certain counts of yarn that we could not use uns
circumstances,

Now, reverting to the Grow-More-

. s
Food Campaign, when the campaign W2
started funds were made available for a

11 projects cennected with  agr iF“ltﬂre :I?e-
animal husbandry which were expected to increase produ_ct:on_ and ralsccli: f;fone}’
ral level of the people. In Agriculture all crops embracing oil seeds HEI-} bandry
crops like sugarcane and frujr crops were included. _ In  Animal usfcaring
Schemes relating to cattle improvement, fodder production and poultry 1 which
were started. Among the most popular of the sche.nes was minor irrigatio ltural
trom year to year has gained momentum since its inception. The Horllf:dcrable
Scheme was started in the beginning of 1946 and has now made consi tarted
progress. Most of the schemes relating to Livestock improvement were S i
between the years 1946-48. Mechanised cultivation scheme was also sta the
towards the end of 1948.49 . While the schemes were getting under W‘“:i nly
whole basis in which the grants were being sanctioned by India was SU}d1S 19.
changed in the midrdle of 1949.5¢ with rct}ospectixre effect from the st April o

W rtles all livestock schemes including schemes relating to_ mc;o:k
ineli subsidy. Very recently the 1“’1‘.5 ‘ble
as, as a special case, been made ¢ iglbult

me no longer eligible for subsidy o
was to be worked from a Joan. This was done by India primarily to conserve f
small amount of funds available for increasing the production” of cereals ac?'a
staple foods which became difficult in the country, The Government of Irdi
desired that food Production should be given high priority and put on a w?;
footing at the instance of the Hon’ble Prime Minister. States were asked :
appoint Food Com missioners with large powers to ensure co-operation and co
ordination bety

s t
. cen departments which could result in food production. Pursuan
to that, Sir, 5 Food Commissioper

Food Commijss;

ey Farm Scheme h

Mechanised cultivation beca

Was  appointed... (4 Voice:— Who was t::&
oner ?). The first Food Commissioner was Mr. Desai, The pres
Food ommissiooer is My, Mehta,
Commissi i

: AL d
We are now thinking of appomun%l 2 tlll-“:;::-
not be connected with Secretarial work and will,

......

UMARUDDIN :  After we have had a famine ?

The Hon’ble Shri BAID
striken remark !

Maulavi Md,

YANATH MOOKERJEE: Seems to be a famine-
Always dreams ill.

The Hon'’ble the SPEAKER : I hope the Hon’ble Minister would not hear
these side remarks.

| : J inister is
They are made in a lighter vein, but the Hon’ble Min
in a serious mood !

The Hon

s Ity is that I
’ble Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: My cifficulty i
want to make

my Friends also serious. I wish them to come to their senses,
e ithdraw this.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Hon’ble Minister must withdra

: say, Sir, I
The Hon’ble Shri BAIDYANATH MOORERIEN: S
will withdraw, By you said, that they are not serious a
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lighter view. So I said so. It was not my fault, Sir, as you remarked about their
lighter view, I also made the remark in all seriousness. They are not serious
and will never be so.

Towards the end of 1950 the Government of India decided that there should
not be any dispersal of efforts in the food production drive—the food drive should
be concentrated in selected areas where conditions were most favourable for
increasing food production. Accordingly last year the districts were divided into
intensive and non-intensive cultivated areas—the Grow-More-Food Staff and
assistance being concentrated in these intensive areas a:nd the normal staff of the
Department in the non-intensive areas, which was achieved by a re-organisation
scheme put into effect during the year.

‘'he 7 points integrated programme is given below under which as many as
19 schemes sanctioned by India are now operating:—1. Irrigation. 2. Manure
Production aad Distribution. 3. (2) Production and distribution of improved
seeds which also included the establishment of seed farms. _(b) The production of
plants and grafts was included in a Horticultural Scheme in progress. " Plant
Protection. 5. Utilization of waste lands through—(a) Mechanised Cultivation,
(b)) Opening out waste lands by the Revenue Department, (¢) Tea Estate and
large farmers and Co-operatives, (d) Shellatang Army Farm. 6. Double Crop-
ping assisted by provision of Ahu seeds and oilcake manure and 7. Better cultu-
ral practices.

In addition provision has been made for the training of our subordinate
stafl’ through two Agricultural Schools.

- d basis during 1

o ensure that the field work had been done ona soun ing 1950-
51, a Scheme for assessing the results qf _the Grow-More-Food Qampmgn was
initiated with the assistance of the Statistics Department at the instance of the
Government of India. T e,

. . . isci S te 1

A Fishery Scheme for encouraging pisciculture was also start uring 195(0-
51 when a I?"ishery Department was created with the Additional Director as
Director of Fisheries. ST s T h

1. Irrigation.—The greatest progress was achieved uncer _rrsation which cap
be dividedginto three g?oups :—(i) Projects having Ir: 'gz_‘t":" alsl' their Objecti\;e,
(it) Food protection through bunds, (zif) Drainage projects which was worked
through three schemes given below : R Na o

Major Irrigation Projects.—Execute 0% vigation Emban|.

et a&g Dr:{n age Sgection o' the Public Works Department wlth_ funds from the
Grow-More-Food grants. Altogether 47 Major6 IlilggatlﬁnlsPl‘O_]eCtS have heep
selected for implementation in three groups of 1 I unilxértak‘ ‘.he first 8roup
was started in 1949-50 and the sec0}1d group W uadert en for survey anq
started in 1950-51 and the last group is being Sur"lrfyc ult i oo Projects on co.
pletion is likely to benefit 3,59,500 acres which wi remll ] ;lnban additionga] vield
of 81,012 tons. Of these seven projects have been completed by June 1957

oy Irrisation Projects.—These relate to DIOJECtS costing |eq
Rs_lo,ég)o A‘f;::(:;h areg executed by the Agnculturo{:1 [Dgpaftrflent. In the t;?“
1950-51, 971 Minor Irrigation projects Were ‘::C!mp.l‘]3 ced against a target of 9;:
projects sanctioned for the year. These P_“’J"{‘3“’1""‘t ensure better water supp)
to 1,36,828 acres (old and new) which1s likely to_glve an additionga] yield /
3350710 tons.  These bring the number of projects completed ynqq, tl?f
Scheme, since - its inception to a total of 2,727, which are 511 from, 194346 o

in 1046-47, 184 in 1947-48, 316 in 1948-49, 651 in 1949-50 and 973 j, 1953.’5914
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. () Power Pump Irrigation.—This Scheme provides for the increased pro-
duction of spring paddy in lowlying areas to serve as an insurance against scarcity
of rice due to ﬂpot_is through the use of power pump except which there are no
other means of irrigation prac.icable or feasible in such areas. The Scheme is in
operation from the year 1947 and up to the end of 1950-51, 1,998 acres have been
irrigated by Power Pump at a cost of Rs.1,47,540 and additional yield obtained is
1,891 tons of clean rice,

2. Increased Production and Distribution of Manure

This §chcmc provides for the increased utilisation of the available manurial
resources in the State with a view to increase the yicld of food crops by manuring.
The Scheme has been divided into 4 parts as detailed below :—

() Village Compost.
'(#) Town Compost.
(#2i) Bonemeal,
‘(iv) Oilcake.
Compost.—There has been considerable increase in compost production over
the previous year. Over 72 thousand tons of village compost and about 2,030
tons of urban compost have been produced and applied during the year 1950-51,
against a target of 50 thousand and 5 thousand tons respectively.

Bonemeal and Oilcake.—During the year 1950-51, 5255 tons of bonemeal and
301 tons of oilcake were distributed at concessional rates.

3. Increased Production and Distribution of Improved Seeds

The objects of the Scheme is to issue paddy seeds of improved varieties on a
large scale to take the place of ordinary varieties, to increase the cultivation of
Boro paddy and to encourage cultivation of pulses and wheat.

Since from the execution of the Scheme 4,461 tonsof paddy, 709 tons of
pulse, 2,006 tons of potato, 23 tons of oilseeds, 59 tons of wheat and 4:02 tons
of Maize seed have been distributed at a cost of Rs.82,08,288.

Six District Seed Farms have beg:n recently established to provide the hasic
nucleus seeds for our seed mu]tiplgcatlon. work. . The total area of these farms is
about 800 acres and the annual yield estimated is 11,000 maunds,

4. Horticulture

The Horticultural Development Scheme has been operating in the State
from December 1945 as an integral part of the Grow-More-Food Campaign with
the joint financial assistance of the State GOVEI:nant and Government of India.
The Schemes aim at increasing the overall fruit production in the State both by
increasing the area under all classes of fruits, _especially the quick yielding varie-
ties and by improving the standard of yield in the existing gardens by inducing
;the growers' to' take to better cultural and manurial practices. In order to
.achieve this'8 Fruit Nurseries have alieady ‘been cstablished, one in each district.

‘T 'hese fruit nurseries are the first essential steps taken in the organisation of
the fruit plant industry in the State where there is not a single well organised
privately owned nursery to cater to the need of the people. The demand for fruit

plants from all over the State is increasing and it is expected that when all dis-

trict nurseries function properly, th
demand for fruit plants of all varieties.

they will be ina position to fully meet the

P

o
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Since from the inception of the scheme 14,80,102 numbers of pineapple
suckers, 2,27,283 numbers of banana suckers, 66,86§ numbers of 'graits and plants
;ll'ld 52 ’po’unds of papaya seeds collected from private plantation and Govern-
ment nurseries were distributed to fruit growers of the State. Fm:l:hc;:r, 7.877
units of jam, jelley, etc., werc manufactured in _thc D.;:partn}cntal _Frult Techno-
logical LaI;oratory. The amount spent since inception sof the scheme is
Rs.3,08,971. Bine s

Now Sir, regarding protection of plants and other foodcrops, -this sseheme
is designed to control diseases and insect pests.of f‘md. SEOPS both in the field and
in storage. Plant discases and insect pests On an average br.mg_g loss of about
l25 to 30 ]:;cr cent. The main object of the schemc. lfi to control this loss asfar as

ossible and practicable and to increase f'oocls(r)nsol uctlc;‘n. The scheme, swhich
pas laur.ched at the beginning of the year 1950- énfar € very ‘good _Progress,
}Yourteer; thousand nine hundred and fifty SaI;:rgtiggOf- 1 Caem fcrogz were treated
: ; s 13,54. maunds -of paddy, ' pulg
agal ests and diseases. In addition 13, idy,  pulse-and
qﬁ?’irtlts)td];ring storage were also treated. Fuc;'_t‘li}el"n‘).'?ﬁdii:_rcts Ome'_ﬂ‘nges STl
g‘ea‘ted agaiustdisensciiand He) pe?ts ot #id l;u(t:rt;urL Preserllct s-s.l.lppﬂl"3 cheﬁts il
S C 5 . . . realis 1 ies o & G
otection are being increasingly ela : Quip-
:pmlggttsp:‘re already proving inadequate, and we aretrying our best to Increase the
same, Sir. : e
f{cgardina utilisation of waste lands 'thrqgﬁh Oﬁ?&haxfﬁi cultivation: this
scheme provides for the cultivation and ex(@rr0r o) )5 08 and fallow janq
by mechanised cultivarion R Stczll'rtiqnd Assam on ‘2/3rd ;’n(&n a subsidiseq
basis, the cost being shared by both o 1?:i ‘it had to berun on a | lfsrd.baSis'
Later when the subsidy was discontinue heme is to reclaim ap °an from the
Central Government. The object of the o loughs ‘where the'n:?:als Which cay
not normally be reclaimed m'tfl bcoultiln?l.{}édpup with the scheme f:msx 4 Scarcity of
: e € . A re .
bullock power. This %qilum;r:;lc;t tractors strength erl be increageq ‘amiz}tlon
in backward areas. he -+ crease the number, Sjr as far 5
lIlanossibl:: and wc are trylng our beit stl(;cfl)lil:f:wcaor sitting tight’heg in th"f‘ this j¢ i:
cvident that the Government 18 B9° B Ty 1 ooduction. llong i)y,
they are trying their best to increas

TARI: Ona point of inf o
i ANIDHAR BASUMA ; ¥ Informago
the I—?:::’lb{c):}f:ﬁiﬂr of the Opposition 13 not paying any:attention, '0n, Sir,

The Hon’ble Shri BAIDYANATH MO OKERJEE : Neye, Ty L2
need not ‘bother about that. ; e

Shri DHARA IDHAR BASUMAlTlig_h Ijlghi?tmfd'ff? use | of
much trouble when he is not paying any T8 aboe),

: "ble  Minister? :
;i R: I'he 1‘10{1 b ¢ er’s sta
%ﬁg a book which is relevant, ¢ thteemer}t o S
nsistent for .any hop_ 1y Subje nt

t&king 30

The Hon’ble the SPE
for you all. He might be rea

v s ot €O 1 Ct m

2 sion otherwise it i1s not - e el Cmbg atrer
gié}lig rlr:StCll:g Il-Iousc. So I presume Nt & ,“,V(Iaughler). e Somethinr. t 0 read
help us in more production of food..coeeeeeees : 8 thay will

; OKERJEE : .
The Hon'ble Shri tg;?lrlr?f ﬁiﬁgﬁhgﬁ%ed m"'JEl\?:O.W‘:\%hY "W haye
: . jous pain? ST SEESVE Do
S, Lo rnly st L T ent 181 e Voot WAL e
case by quoting §

E : e SCugg;
Dree e thto:.og li%}atth‘;*jtelﬂid‘ptlefstint da Sté‘?"_gthef:l;:igs

not enough to hit ha_rd this Govgrnnﬁn O Ahetetin no:o t vel 19 mlﬁism

He said that the military ate our catt E.?l for that. [ aetd Ploy hYEars back

(Laughtor) and we were made responsi - " " AW sorpy hci.g ist e fielqg

¥ not
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I shall not touch the points raised by him. Again, the Hon’ble Leader of the
Opposition said that we were seeing everything through green glasses.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: I did not say so, Sir.

The Hon’ble Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Then who it was
that said so. I am rather sure that my Friend remarked like that. However,
when a man suffer from Jaundice he sees everything yellow........... (Laughter).
‘Everything is yc_llow to a jaundiced eye. s

Another point I should like to touch now, Sir, is that somne hon. Friends
desire that the Reserved Forests, if necessary, should be dereserved for cultivation.
Sir, from experience we can say without any fear of contradiction that deforesta-
tion is a very dangerous procedure to adopt. It is not only my opinion but it is
the opinion of the experts that if certain areas is deforested there is cve y likeli-
hood of that area being flooded. Tt checks the flow of rain water. It is not only
necessary for the purpose of preserving the timbers but also to protect certain
areas from being flooded. Sir, my Friends sometimes accuse us of
being -unmindful about these facts” and suggest that landless people
should be given land ; and before the election it was said by some Parties that if
they come to power they would give 30 bighas of land to each person in the
State. When I went to my Constituency I was told of this and asked whether
we will be able to do the same. I could not give any reply for sometime and
then after a little while, I said that I was not in a position to promise the same.
I came home and began to calculate what amount of land would be required if
30 bighas of land were given to each man but after the calculation I found that
if we allot lan:d at this rate in that case the whole of the Indian Ocean will be
necessary to meet that demand. (Laughter.)

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI : For the people of Assam ?
The Hon’ble Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: No, for all.
Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: Then I will have to learn new calcula-

tions.

The Hon’ble Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Yes, it seems so.
Now, Sir, Mr. Goswami suggested that those commodities which have not as yet
been controlled should also bs controlled and it should not include only -rice and
paddy. But on the other hand some of my Friends from the Opposition stated
that controls shoul.d altogether be abolished whereas their Leader opined that
control should be imposed on more commodities. As I have already said, we are
in the horns of a dilemma. It is just like the saw which is used for cutting the
conchshell. If we do not give effect to the suggestion of the hon. Leader of
the Opposition then he will be annoyed, on the other hand if we do mnot give
effect to the suggestions of some of his followers that controls should be abolished
then they will be annoyed. This means that we are following the right
path. (Laughter.) Thisproves our bonafide of purpose and straightforwardness.

Shri HARESWAR GOSWAMI: Console yourself.

The Hom’ble Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Many people have
many sources of having consolation but my poorself have none, it seems. Not
even the consolation of satisfying my learned hon. Friends. Sir, I have touched
some of the points raised in course of the debate. Some hon. Members treated
me rather unkindly. (Laughter.) They did not care to hear what I said yester-
day and gave certain sugyvestion which they need not as we are already moving
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: irection and I made mentions of them. However, I am sure, they will
in :}l"act ;jtﬁgcto complain that I have not given adequate attention to th e 1
?fms as I have touched almost all of them. May I have some consola
this respect ? What does the Leader of the Opposition say ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Will you conclude ?

The Hon’ble Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Yes, Sir, 1 yipy 4
SO soon.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: You have already given a very
picture. - 8ood

The Hon’ble Shri BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: My Fr
not mind if I have not touched any stray point raised by them but
that I have heard all and remember their suggestions an(? I -
that I shall bear in mind the suggestions which are constructive by 5 aSsure
cases as I have already mentioned that it has been found the sugestiong Whichsome
under consideration of the Government have also been mentioned, = are
that either my Friends were absent minded or absent from the Houge whe 80t he
delivering my speech, but however, that makes our case stronger and Prove Wag
we are sincere and quite mindful. §

Lastly, Sir, though some of my hon. Friends were unkind to me the:
cism and blamed us for nothing but for party propaganda, yet I ho < t_il‘ Criti.
come when they will realise their mistakes and openly appreciate our acﬁ; © wil]
admit our difficulties and will pay heed to our ?.ppeal in the right Spirj and
appeal is simple when my Friends go back to their Constltuenc:es_ they Wiff “The
try their best to induce the people to take to their prOptl-‘.Ir avocation of }j¢. i k"ndly
earnest, i.¢., our cultivators should be requested to take up their Propun righ
producing more food with all seriousness, and whatever assistance ;. CS%ion
from Government, I on behalf of the Government give the assurg
Government will render all possible assistance. Slél‘, Wﬁt are here ¢, snce thay
people and I hope, that this Government w*ll get abtiqua efC0~0pefati0n f?rvﬁ o
hon. Members in order to solve the burning Ppro emF of the day_ “‘Pm thr
there is any lgcuna detected anywhere my hon. dl_'len;is are req hellev e
bring them to our notice immediately z_md we will 1mr2;fd::\_tc Y take o0 iues,ted er
by making proper enquiry or by passing neccsﬁaf):jcmand stralghthwaon “-itht
there cannot be any unnecessary murmur that tfe S s of the pey So ther
gone unattended. Sir, when it is the _alm“OY a & ltlS bto Serye 1 OPle at
anlike of course the proverbial phrase, 012, s ou;t u‘?do ediep Bors
for ruling the people in the British Regime, o r; will Srstam_:l why ang s, Dle’
be able to solve this problem. Sir, where there 1s an here g A
certain that with our sincere co-ordinated action We s Succeeqd, ay

sugges-
tion in

ends s
Can : oulq

lve this burning and very vital problem. Sir, T hope apq S8l I 2?12
;%;2;1 will not go in vain even if it goes I shall carry op rﬂlyirr?:t th;th‘ive
blessings. g op 3 Ihy

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : So the Debate comes to 5 Close QQ,S
to the next item. i We

Motion on the breach of privilege pass 5

Shri RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: Mr. Speaker, §j
that the Assembly is of opinion that the Article under the bEg

Governor’s Address > published in the Assam Tribune op 104, aRItiQtIt: g

SEe; *; 3 le Mr \;
ertaining to reflections on the conduct of the Hon’b - Speak a (3
It;reach of privilege and that such action be taken as may be dﬁCidiil cgns’tsl!:l ;g he
House. " Upgy, ﬁltes 39
YA
hQ
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« Sir, before I take up: the Motion in question, I think, it would be in the

fitness of ' things to know the difference regarding Privilege of the old Assemblies
under the Gonsntut.mn of 1935 and the present Constitution which we have now
after India has attained Independence. The old Constitution did not give this
House any power of self-vindication if there was any breach of the privilege of
the House by any comment on a Member or its Speaker or Chairman by any
outside ageney: But now  under- section 192(3) of the Constitution of India,
¢ The powers, privileges and -immunities of a House of the Legislature of a State
are dec]ar:l‘:d Ktp bg sl_JcE. as those of the House of Commons of the Parliament of
the United Kingdom ’.
Section 194, sub-sections (1), (2) and (3) read like this :—

“(1): Subject to the provisions of this Constitution and to the rules and
standing orders regulating ‘the procedure of the Legislature, there shall be free-
dom of speech in the Legislature of every State.’’

¢¢(2). No member ¢ the Legislature of a State shall be lable to any
proceedings in any:cou: t jp respect of anything said or any vote given by him in
the Legislature or-any committee thereof; and_ no person shall be so ii;}blc in
respect of publication'by or under the ‘authorlty of a House of such a Legislature
of any report, paper, votes or proceedings ’i. _ : o

“(3) In other respects, the powers, privileges and Immunities of a House
of the Legislature of a State, and of the members and the committees of a House
of such Legislature, shall be such as may from time to time be defined by the
Legislature by law; and, until so defired, shall be those of the House of Commons
of- the Parliament of: the United K:_ngd.om._”and of . its members and committees,
at the commencement of this Constitution *’. T

Sir, it would be better if we have an idea of those powers, Pprivileges and
immunities which obtain in the British House of Parliament. Privilege is defin-d
in Whartion’s Law Lexicon as ¢ An E:femci)tlon from some duty, l;‘urden or atten-
dance to which certain persons are entitled, from a SUPP%SU“C'“ of law, that the
stations they fill.or the office they are engaged in, i:l'e ;uc_ as require. all their care
and that therefore without this indulgence it WC::IU e lm’};)racflf:a!::lc to. excute
such office so advantageously as t‘he pu[)hc goo 4 requiifcs . Er sk11_1e May says
¢« Both Houses of Parliamcng enjoy various privileges in tlh_elr collective ca pacity,
asg constitueut parts of the ngh Court of Parliament, w “Ch ,are‘ Necessary  for
the support of their authority and for fl}_llﬁ PT?R'IET cxelnrls_a Of’ tahc funct ons
entrusted to them by the Constitution. Other PHVldech, "1_.55'-111’ .arc enjoyed by
individual members, which protect their persons and secure their independence

d dignity ’. He further says,  Some privileges rest solc‘ly upon the law and
an'mm of Parliament, while others have bren defined by Statute. Upon _these
s ds alone all privileges'whatever are founded °. But although cither House
grounx ound the Law of Parliament and vindicate its own privileges, it is agreed
may exp rivileee can be created. At the same time I’arlmrnenlary privileges
that no nc\frf? intcrﬂiona'l indefinite, because il they were defined or set down it
havcdb;:lcr;cﬂbccn o - 3;“: Judicia’ry to devisc some new case not within the
v.voul av ilege and under pretence thereof to harass any refractory member and
line of 1;11‘1\;_ ccgdom of Parliament. All the same the privileges can be classed
vxoéi;—et;lricrcatcgories according to Hatsell that the House of Commons secure to
un
thcmsclvff)“—thtir right of attendance in Parliament, unmolested by threats or
i : i rsons ;
(i) thteril:utl}iihgr;?;e Eftentioﬂ undisturbed by any concern for their
: - ? and
ol gﬁﬁOdzr?;fMﬁsﬁtsincc in the House, not.to be Withc!raw:_T, cither by
fdom) mh p‘ummonspof inferior courts, by the arrest of their bodies in
E]iiibl cases, of what was of more impo(;tance, by commitment by
orders from the Crown, for any suppose offences,

\
l
§
b
|
\
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: inating to note how the justices held the power of Parlja-

tI;s“:zmixgz ligugll:enpoin% of determining its own privileges. In the Speaker’s

?ﬁn ’s cgsc in the reign of Henry VI, Thorpe, who was the Speaker of the

H orgeof Commons, was sued by Richard, Duke of York in the recess of Parlia-

mg::) The plaintiff obtained 2 judgment and Execution, upon which Thorpc
was a.rrested and committed to the Fleet pi ﬁoni‘o?cti-gcrgg::e ;'1 t;(s:eses fihe whole Houses
; i iti to the nlargement, T,

of Commons on presenting a thIthl’l 5 RdiSi oA : e
ht this question before the Judges : ) estue replying in

ﬁl%rcrllil?:: g% the J l?dges declared in the f‘ollo};vmg W::)c;dz f‘iiclfiy Outghht n}?t to mgz;.kc

ion : it hath not been us orettme that the iqss

answer to that question ; for it ivileges of the High Court of p Jstices
hould in wise determine the privilege ; 9 Parliamep¢.
Fortt i o g s mighy in s ety et it ey make o L3NS
. . s no law: an C e o R

E‘fll:\lz?{cl:glse ll?;‘lré;tgﬁ?)ytlﬁa]]iirds of Parliament, and not to the Justiceg R . that

There are innumerable cases in “{hic?] t;i:‘{t];flggsp:ilgi‘ii been 8iving Siu;h
verdicts. It is not beyond dispute that In t ?emc and the aréges the. J“dgmenta
or findings of the Parliament are always sup Y ot liable " ¢q B

tioned by any power of the Crown. : _
quesNow am%ng;; ltjhrs categories I have lc]lzn:;:::ngrds tﬂ;ztlgézi;ntv_case of impugn‘;
Ing impartiality of the Speaker comes un by threats or insultslof'z" (1) the Tigh
of attendance in Parliament, unmolcstcdd{‘ tircationinglr oa A te CE) t
Wit theTipht of “attendance unmo}esiistagces are numerous wl?les e Fluestiot
of criticism, or libels on the Speaker. tcd and the House ugeq tﬁn‘ syl Worg
spoken against the House were resen amed Trawer, a serya S POy
pnish.- Onithe 15t of APl Do 00 e e e cvil worg the asten
of Rolls was committed to the Sergeants GOFI)J rier was brough | OrdS Spokey. cL
him against the House, In 1586 Bl.and % ression against thi thO e S
using what were adjudged Contumelloui::icp called some of the ]_?’use.' n 9
of February 1628 onc Burgess, who be presently sent for by 1. Sarha_ment Ist
‘“Hell-hounds Puritans” is ordered ctl?a.ll apPrinter was committeq ¢ Srgeag;. ey,
the 11th February 1774 H. S. Woot letter highly reflecting 9 S n
of the Serjeant-at-arms for Pubhsm%g ?—Iouse and in violation or;‘ the c arstod :
of the Speaker to the dishonour of the the Pl‘i\;i?ctel‘
- : . (3
thereg)f;.l the 31st July 1911, the attc_nng:t sofa i}:ﬁ bljtoiﬁ;e g:i t\?uccmd- 3 8ey
written by a member to his constitt mention of the bpe . tlality Stte
Speaker. Instances too innumerableﬁ;.?nent, which end i ﬁiﬁ?eg (o} to &
abound in the journals of the Par by the offenders. It js the .., SOmpy,: ege
reprimand and apology or contrition + Ymadc, to order the ot Pres Ite 8
says Erskine May, when a complaint ! earance at the bar, op: :
of to attend the House, and on_bis apﬁh according as the ex 1a melhbea“le
his place, he is examined and dealt W - 25 the contrition expre P anay;  Ver -d
conduct are satisfactory or otllerwlse’gf the house.” It is the el Ilhs of PR
his offence conciliates the displeasure Civileges to the PriViIege genera] 1m 3
now to send the cases of breaches Gfi]f)' there be any special gjy o, o™iy, Dl‘a.ct.‘)r
a prima facie case is made out ; but a Select Committee 1, s ancﬁe W}:Qe
not unusual to refer the matter i%e House to suspend its jy,q enqulre s, it R
matter and til] jts report comes tO dia now is almost the g eng, gy © iy
Sir, the Speaker’s position in In ocratic Republie ¢ as 3 &
- : 3 reign Dem I of Ingin
with the inauguration of the Sove of the House of Coppo: Ingy, E“&la
the same powers as the Speaker hich I have already mentio?g& i H

o p 2 In N
section 194 (3) of the Constitution, W ds the neutral characy Vi

Suly;

rovision of our Constitution. As regar he moment st of p et of
‘I’)fﬁc?’ the Speaker in England ceases B from party ties igfso p °16c}:izspe;i e
Chair to be a party man, His severan Comp) 20 g :“’s
Gt a l'le

t. h
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daes not enter the portals of any political clubs of which he may happen to be a
member. The same conveption has almost been followed in India except in the
case of the Hon’ble Sri Purushutomdas Tandon, the then Speaker of the United
Provinces Legislative Assembly. The Speaker knows no distinction amongst
members and parties in the House. So the impartial status of the Speaker
is wiewed with sanctity and reverence. The law is even sq that he can give only
his casting vote ; thatis alsg ahsolutely in consonance with the impartial status
of the Speaker. '

Now, Sir, a castigation on the impartiality of the Speaker in the columns
of the Assgm Fribune can in no way be justified. Your speech, Sir, cannot, by

any stretch of imagination, be construed as leaning towards any party. You

rather said, Sir, “In the discharge of my duties I shall always be a non-party
man.’? ¥ou said further #I am glad to welcome the Socialists here, the
Communist and other independent members who have brought in a vast amount
of knowledge and expericnee of a newer world and a new current of ideas of
their own. I srust that when you app Ly those ideas tg our practical problems
you will probably yourselyes scale down your ideas on you will improve those of
the rest.” This is significantly the portion of your speech which the correspondent
of the dssam Fribune has sought to explain as savonring of partiality. I do et
know if such an interpretation can be given reasonably to this sentence All that
can be said is that you would like the House to strike the ‘golden mean. How
can it be said that the impartiality of Mr. Speaker was overstepped by the
specch ? How can it be saiel ihat the speech of the Hop'hle Speaber is likely to
create an impression that the Speaker is 3 partisgn ? This I should say an
uncalled for reflection on the conduct of the Chair. ! I st 1 say a

Sir, I could not refrain from quoting from the speech of the late lamented
Hop’ble V. J. Patel of hallowed” memory who _as President of the Central
]’_:cgis!ativc Assembly in 1926 remarked when certain reflections were cast against
the Chair. He said ‘“The attention of the Chair has been drawn to the writing
under the heading from our Special Correspondent” appearing in a certain
newspaper. Thereis no doubt that the statement contajns an insinuation of
partiality directed against the Chair and the publication of such an insinuation
tonstitutes, in the opinion of the Chair, a grave condemnation.

If the matter is again mentioned by any Member of this House at a later
date comp laming th:?.t the newspaper 1n question s unpenitent, the Chair will
pass such orders'against it as ar¢ p ermissible. The Press must know that no
suggestion of partiality, however remote, directed against the Chair will he
olerated. At the same time the Pressis fully entitled to crificise the conduct of
the Chair as much as it pleases without casting or Suggesﬁng any reflection on
its partiality. The Speaker must guard and maintain his reputation for impartia-
lity of ail things at any cost, and he cannot do so if he allows such suggestions
or insinuation to pass unnoficed”.

The present practice of the House of Commons is that in case of commitment
the offender is released with the prorogation of the House. ~The fine i5 seldom
imposed now, a3 a mater of fack it has ceased since “the Jast two centuries. It
has also been the practice in recent years to declare a cercain offepce, @ breach
of privilege without further action as in Lady Mellor’s case, who crificised " the
suling pf the Chair as “very deplorable”in 1951 ang " 4y,¢ #[3aily Worker?” which
desciihed the attitude of the Speaker as “disgracefully*> i, 1038, =

The m,ﬁ;_a;y,re%l this _H.ﬂ,cm’._taI@ ﬂoy.@@t Jnay take

use t reflections on the impartiols... 2Lc abuynaanlly r. 1

¢he House finds that reflections on the impartialiry S¢ ifio | Chair’ have been
ig,lpumd they may recommend any of the measures g’;néisggni o =

Now are abqndantly clear. 1If

~
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The Hen'ble the SREAKER ; Motigo woved: .

$¢That the Assembly is of opinion that the article under the Gapﬁqn “Fhe
Governor’s Address’ published pin the Assam Trtb’zﬁe h‘/}f- fgﬂth March 1952
pertaining ta reflections on the conduct Pf the H?:;n es a' ﬁleaker_conStitutcs
a breach of privilege and that such action be taken as may be decjdeq upan
by the House.” o

z Before the hon. Members discuss it, 1 shauld l{keiﬂtflliagkse a few Oi?ser-"ations

The Legislature under the Government of Indli’os- c S 5, suffered from ope
disability, namely that under sections 28(3) and ?1‘ )1(?5 aedsalld Act, it had 5,
power to commit for contempt. But under Articles i 94, our Onistity
tion by adopting the privileges of the House of Commonls dl_l oOto, till ¢ S
lature defings them confers this power of a Court on at}‘ s LEgISIatnre tao,*

It would be difficult to attempt an enumeration of EVEry act whijqp Might
construed into a contempt, the power to punish for COntemPt bemg in jg ﬁa: be
discretionary. i - dercrtiony Ure

It may be added that any act which has a tendency ? obstruct o im
directly or indirectly in the performance of the iuncnor;s lc;‘ the Hopge m: Pede
treated as contempt even though there is no precedent of the offence_ ay be

To print or publish any bdok or libels reflecting fo}r: the procét‘.dings
House is a high violation of the rights and privileges of t ef House ang 3 of the
been made wilfully and reported malafide the publishers o NEWspaperg
to punishment. A &

= There is no dopbt that it is a breach of .prwdege 0_f the Hou

reflection on it or the Chair. The modes of punishment which may bie to cast

are :- mp
1. Admonition—The offender may be asked to attend gy, He POseq

rebuked by the Speaker. . . Use 4, .
2. Reprimand.—The offender may be brought to the Hoyge by ¢ e

rebuked by the Speaker. orge

3. Imprisonment.—Authorities haye held that Hab eas Corpys 4 tq be
if the warrant issued by the Speaker expresses the CoMmigyy, & 068 e
contempt. = A itonelie
Some legal authorities like Anson however hé_\VC held that ¢ th for
reasons for the contempt and the reasons are arbitrary and contry, Ouge .
of justice the Court may interfere, The consensus of lega] °Piniy to pri, Siveg
imprisonment may continue till the prorogation. But therec-)n is ¢}, Cipleg
prevent the House fmqa imprisoning the offender in the next Sen is nDth'a the
The right of cominitment has been repeatedly recogniseq b On, ‘Ain
law. Its usefulness also cannot be questioned as it enables the 1y
its privileges without taking recourse to any dilatory process a¢ a louse to of
: : S
This shows the magnitude of the power of th s House, But aw Q(’Urtp Oteg
to use such power by the House of Commons only in the 19¢, cen Occasion. t
In recent years whenever any body has violated the Privile tury. Sl arg
of Commons in any heat and feryour it has always beep foﬁs of 4 Se
withdrawal and apology which the House receives with magn Owe be .
way in which the House of Commons manages, unruffled ¢, ?nlrnity Y § LLTS
incident in its stride. ake 322 tyns
Moreover we have certain other difficulties. There i § kinglcal
Privileges of the Assam Assembly which can examine whether ; o Gofh of
i:)ontempt ‘?f the House ; of course a House decision as to Congey, Te ha;“ittee
ut a small committee can alwa s examine a matter more 3 .
body like the House. pht mmm&l}rlstﬁollcleell 1
The Supreme Court hag recently allowed the Hapgg, n Ve,
. . ; CG b‘
Mr. Mistry, Deputy Editor of Bljt; on the ground that the ey ~"Pus : ig
it violated Article 22 of the Constitution: - Gipecnt :



2 PROROGATION [1sT ApL, 1952.]

he pr ion i : d today possibly, Before it meets at
| the neyt Present Session is coming to an end today p y. mecogat
1and the ggs?non some State Legislature or Parliament may define the privileges ;

sition may be clarified.

i i it
to Withzl:aoﬂence has been committed the offender will also have an opportunity

ise i i he next
Session, " thestatement and apologise if the matter is taken up at the n

Itis s d if so what
: P to the 4 deif it has been a contempt and if so wi

ﬁ'}it:f{n should pe tak;:l 23 '::(1)13 ';:jcglhf :)f what has been stated. 1In the next Session

is thought desirable the Motion can be brought again.

I think ; z ise i i 1 d

il be in o 1 LAt case the Press concerned will exercise its mind properly an
ngti?)e In a hetter po;:?fioneto r;zi]gc the facts. I hope the hon. Moverof the
D will act i the line of my suggestion.

Shri RAJENDR A NATH BARUA: I have no objection, Sir.
The Hon'ble Shei BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Please withdraw it.
The Motjon Was, by leave of the House, withdrawn,

Prorogation

The Hon’ble ¢he SPEAKER: I now read the order of prorogation.

In €xerci
Gonstitution o}s icn(:lt;t
Prorogue the pg,
April 1952,

he powers conferred by clause 2(a\ of Article 174 of the
2, as amended upto date, I, Jairamdas ]-Dou}afram, hereby
m Legislative Assembly at the conclusion of its sitting on the 1st

SHILY oNg .

The 315t pq,

S JAIRAMDAS DOULATRAM,
reh 1952.

2
Governor of Assam.

Th
e Asscmbly Wwas then prorogued,

Datep Spy R. N. BARUA,

LLONG ;

S - -
The 5th July 1952, Secretary, Legislative Assembly, Assam.

A. G. P. (L. A.) No, 29/52—110—8-7-1953.




